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ert Kennedy on the floor of the Ambassador hotel. Mrs Aentecy 18 1. . & v

A" delirium of despair
~after victory roar

* AT MIDNIGHT on June 4 a score or so of newspaper men were in a room adjoining

the hotel paniry through which Senator Kennedy was going to taik to them after his

victory speech in the ballroom of the Hotel Ambassador, Los Angeles. ALISTAIR
.COOKE was among them. Here is his account of the scene :

An hour or so before mid- that once the Senator had swung back and forth and we
night, it was already clear that saluted his army he would .g0 would peek. in on the ohscene
a wake was setting in at the down from the ballroom stage, disorder and reel back agcin i
Beverly Hilton Hotel, where and eome to see us through the sit down, then to glare in u stupe-
° the vounesters for McCarth kitchen that separated our fied way at the nearest friend,
b Y d 18 t ber Y retreat from the ballroom. . to steady one boozy woman with
roamed In great numbers I — y. g.q juef after midnight. A black-rimined ~eyes who *was
and around the grand ball- gurge of cheers and a great pounding a table and screaming,
room. swivelling of lights heralded him, * Goddamned stinking country }
The percentage gap between and soon he was up on the The .fat girl was babbling faintly
McCarthy’s lead over Kennedy rostrum with his eager, bufton- like a baby, like someone in a
was shrinking every quarter eyed wife and Jésse Unruh, his motor accident.
hour or so, as the returns from massive campaign manager. It  OQut in the chaos of the ball
Log Angeles County- began-to took minutes to get the feedback room, Kennedy’'s brother-in-law
. overtake McCarthy’s anticipated boom out of the mikes but at was begging for doecfors. And
strength in Northern California. Jast there was a kind of sub- back in 'the pantry they were
It was a youn%J and doughty dued uproar and he said he first howling for doctors. It was hard
. crowd gamely but hopelessly wanted to’ express “my high te see who Rad been badly hit.
trying to keep its spirit up. regard to Don Drysdale for his One face was .stream-i‘-ng with
In this counlry, at any rate, SiX great shut-outs.” (Drysdale is blood. It was that of Paul
only the very pure in heart love a baseball pitcher whose Tuesday ‘Schrade, a high union official; and
a loser. And 1t seemecd a good night feat of holding his sixth jt came out that he got off
idea to move on tp the victory Successive opposing teams to no lightly.- '
boy at the Ambassador. Wilshire Tulls had made him 2 legend.) A woman had a purple bruise
Boulevard is one of the earliest I{ was the right, the wry Ken- on her forehead. .Another man
of the long straight avenues that nedy nole. He thanked a list of was down. Kennedy wasleoking
= bigect the huge east-west spread ‘l‘lelpel‘_s by name. He thanked up like a stunned choirboy from
of this city, and at such a time *“all those layal Mexican Ameri- an open shirt and’a limp huddle .
it seemed as long as a Roman cans” and “all r,_ny’fnends in the of limbs, Somehow, in the
road. The hotel's driveway was black community.” Then he dependable fashion of the faith,

e e

a miniature freeway in a traffic, stiffened his -gestures and his g priest had appeared. (
jam.fand the hml‘}:n %raﬁic inside s}lyl‘g ?‘.ﬁgt s?idll ltthonly' went to ;i
) er was almost worse, sho t “all those promises !
the foy gn‘(il_ al% gwtslf f-atll'lty cauclfsest.h%;re . The arrest
4 1 * . Indicated that the people of the .
Glare of hght United States want a change.” We were shoved back and the

" \ Ta - . darting and
But at last, through the He congratulated McCarthy on Caneramen were darting an
sirutting caps and: guards and fighting fgor his principles. yHe scregming and flashing their
ﬂ.’ﬁ. ﬁg‘ted crgwihzrgstheitdniv g: hopeg li;h:,t nl_;n: there tglig_h‘}_ be :)I:ﬂbsh “{e fell tack again from
whistles an . “a debate between e Vice- e howlin antry i
ngoisirsible to bre‘ach_h_ {the lNortté ﬁres&de}xlltd agxd tpe{}tllaps my*se-llll?.” haven of "thge xﬁ,es;rf,m;nto the
allroom, a boneswhite glare o e flaslied his teeth again in his .
’light seen at the far end of the chuckling, - rabbity smile and _ Suddenly, the doors opened
lobby. ended, “ My thanks to ali of you again and six or ei ht police had
Sty 1 8 Sghting word st 1-and nov its 00 lo Crcago and 8 ‘url bl heal and g by
e Kennedy headquarters any- 5 W . ) eir glip. e
' where, and not_without reason. was a swarthy, thickfeatured
re, _ (i : ; nsha litile ny
You had to lave 2 svecldl  Cheers and tear$  rump and s head Tallen over. m
the privilege of being suffocated _ A delirium of cheers and ;f _hte had been clubbed or had
in the baliroom, and no other lights -and tears and a rising I2inted perhaps, . .
credentials for a reporter would throb of “ We want Bobby! We  Ie was lifted out into the big
do.dI,had &nlg %hgen%raég press want Bobby! We want Bobby !” %gggt)é r?gt?s “{)?gcgoo‘n.i,gffcg;tgg‘;!e ,
card, " a_ McCarthy badge, a ace * dy.”
driver’s liceoce and such other e tumbled down from the op the television Huntley and :
absurdities. So I turned back and Fostrum with his aides and body-. Brinkley were going on ir their
- . .thought-of fighting the way back Suards about him, He would be urbane way ahout the “trends™ |
Bome. i ely W wstenca s - I (Lo, Dnagles and the_tidiue
g‘“t Just algﬁgsdde t-he}_)-glll_arded‘ swinging doors of .the kitchen. cﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁﬂ_ lead in  Northern
ent anqet_hto the north da h'g‘?lﬁ Over the gabble of the television. ~ A"} 100’ woman went ov d ]
M ?‘.ﬁo fer omt'i face Wl lck there was suddenly fromihe pgp¢ ongth screen, as if 'el‘; ﬁn (
it ecsta (iufaces, plack girection of the kitchen a crackle g2 O 1@ COPSREL 88 L 10 JaLLeL !
Rind of privilegs. Ing for Somme _ of sharp sounds. Like a balloon gpeir self-possession, - We Rad to
. . ] S et popping. ¢ o n her am v % Qtandv
| Rebaiaf man s reiormsed A1 eladed fagh but mephe, “50 a0 ¥ andlaacrl
me, eaught in the gerieral wash, I0ore llkt? 4 man banging autl-'.aX the screen went berserk, like a
squeezed me through, into an’ ii‘{f?-.lk‘laozenmgﬁ s%g a;?s&sauy‘v)-gteh to h;,ome. movie projector on the
almost empty room. It was, like' 4 "iionen door and at that Turn to page 9, col. 8 -

. being beached by a tidal wave‘. 1’?‘?“‘8’5*‘ t-imj;. }?nd.l‘iife gol‘-liagsed.
J . : 9 -Kennedy and his aides had been A
Taklng a bre.ather coming on_through the pantry. | | preT OF THE l
The place was no longer than It Was now seen to be not a -
ahout XO feet. It was a small Kitchen but a .regular serving NEWS ‘
private dining room, fitted out ay’ Pantry with great long, tables NEWS
a press room. There was a long and Tacks of plates against the .- S—
trestle table against one wall Wall . . i ERIGC TABARLY ,
loaded with typewriters and telee = He was smiling and shaking =3 RLY yesterday
hones' ; and standing by were a hands with a waiter, then a chef w1th(‘irew Pen ‘Duick IV {rom
. few middle-aged Jady operators in.a high white hat. Lots of the “ Observer” transatlantic
v taking a breather. . Negroes, npaturally, and they yacht race, and two Britons
In one corner was & booming were glowing with pride, for he +were returning for repairs to
television set switching between was their man, ~Then those their craft—but the other com-
glzecrutrlxllbli:lgtsl'of getf}elzat 1_at the sounds f_.rom scljmew.here, from a petitors were ma‘Eing" good
cCarthy hotel an e clamour press of people on or near a : : ok e .
of victory in the adjacent ball- Steam table, And before you Progress (report, back page) .
room. A fat girl wearing a  could synchronise vour sight and _ '
Kennedy straw hat sucked a coke thought, Kennedy was ‘a prone GOLD : Britain is to draw $1,400
through a2 straw. There were bundle on the greasy floor, and . millions from the International
15 or 20 of us at most, exchapg: two or three others had gone, Monetary Fund, available under °
ing campaign reminiscences and down with him. - There was an standby arrangements, to reorgan- .
making the usual hindsight explosion of shouts and screams jse debt arrangements. Gold and
cracks at the Kennedys. and the high moaning cries of convertible currency reserves fell
. Pierre  Salinger, Kennedy’s mini-skirted girls. by £11 millions last month (back
press secretaty; had promised, -The doors of the panfry page).
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whe  ow. | owu o LS, TLga.
decided to ban the press from all
committee meetings; another

decided to consider obemng com- |

mittee sessions to the presst
The ban—after. 16 years’ admis-
sion—by the Conservative cor-

LRAF‘“LUH-& Uy biinim
Sunday. June 9, .3 p.m.

Rauhi Khatib (Mayor of leru;'plern)
and fordaniah ans
British Membars of Parliam?-qf 3

LIVING REFUGE

jed he said. Mr Callaghan hoped| trolled urban council at Redditch,
a that this woyld be permanent, | was described as a * serious blow EXHIBITION
wder although it was too early to say. against. democracy.” The sugges- ) g f
be There had been a general accep- | tion—carried by 12 votes to 10— | § 31- MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS
zni- tance of the ldv:i .and  the | had come from the council’s new 10 ane | p-|5d iy
1an, 35?9;’;ted police al(:: l;’llty'ch clriﬁ::t Mr Pat"Rust, ADMISSION FREE
Py is is a remarkable. achieve- er a campaign by reporters
eI ment which reflects most highly | lasting several years Bourne-|] SPECIAL REFUGEE SERVICE .
~on the whole Service, who | mouth council is now considering St. Martin’s
of deserve indeed the very hearty | admitting the press to ineetings oJune 11, 2-30 p.m.
nee thanks" of ‘all members of the | of .six comm1ttees as an experi- Rev. AQEL AQEL (lerusalmen)
erm public,” he said. ment. '
ken y .
and :
am | —— SR
cut ) .
:ing \ , . N, ’
UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING
red N : : ' »
= to . -
lich - L ¢ Lo . !
zer- | « L’ o PR
o | FOUNDATION. FUND APPEAL
uch | : ' g . o o :
H
wi o . The followmg contributions have been received or notified since publu.auon of the First and Seoond
i3 S“bSCflP“"n Llsts jh which gifts and donations amounting to £1,708, 078 were acknowledged.
ing | . -
nts, * + The Chancellor of the Unu’ersttv'
n .' s’ o . . . h '
H £
Ihe Gannochy Trust 100,500 aml;?.ri trsolloc?'w%r;%oco::pgcéfs and individuals subscribed
Hugh Fraser Foundation 30.009
Scottish Television Ltd. 25,000 Tarmac Ciwil Engineeting Ltd.: The St. Andrews
Scemsh Co-operative Wholesale Society Ltd. '11.915% Society of Philadelphia ; Stirling Ladies. Circle ; Sir
D, T. Cargill Fund 5,000 Gibert M. Rennie ; Dr G. A. Walker ; Dr, S,
Miss D. M. Dawson Trust 4,000 Blggart ; The Governors ot Hurst Grange Scrool 3
Stirling High School 4 000 R. Douglas Charitable Trust Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
- Corporation and Members of Lloyds & Lioyds K. Common Mr. and N ;. Sanderson ¢ Pringle of
. Brokers 3,000 Scotland ; Shrhng Cmema !’: Variety Theatres Ltd.;
. The Natlonal Steel Foundry (1914) Lid. 2.979% Australia & New Zealand Bank Ltd.; The Maurice
11§ Beckman instruments Lid. 2.000 ano Joseph. Bloch Trust , Thos. Borthwick & Sons
ed ames Scott Electrical Group 2,000% Nahgnal Council of Women, Shrhng Branch H
Reo Stakis, Esq 1,000% I'he ‘English, Scottish & Australian Bank L
s loxander 1Jall. & Son (Builders) Ltd. for The =
Alexander Ha ] rs or e , i i
Mass Mary Hall and John F, Hall Trust 750 cornS illowing. companies ana  individuals  also
M B.I N Paints (Scotland) Ltd, 715
Jtq Radio Rentals Ltd. 10 Wm Baird & Sons Ltd.; ). Strong Page, Esq.
v Cornhill Insurance. Co. Ltd, 626% C. P. Wilson, Esq.; Scottish Worsteds & Woollens
-d. M. & _]. Maller 56¢ Lid.: S.C.W.S (for Allan Water Hotel): Menzies
— ﬁobert Cunmngham & Sons Ltd. 596% Motors Ltd.. Cradlecare Ltd.: Anonymous Donations §
lames 5964 ' Ashwell & Nesbit Ltd.; Dr. L. R. MacLaren ; lchn
Ty The W A Car Il Charitable Trust 500 Adam & Sons Ltd.; Mrs. M. Paton Three Citizens
Mrs, M E. H. dsmith's Chantable Trust 500 of Stirling,; Balquhidder and District Women's Guild
or D. A, Ballinghall, Esq 500% Congregahonal Union of Scotland ; Mrs M, S.
_ Iahn. G|adsfone & Co. 500% Stewart ; Mrs, Frances D. Mitcheli ; R. Cunning-
“ve Cleveland Twist DriH Ltd . 500 ham, Esq.; lpswich and est Mereton Caledonian
a1d A, Balfantine & Sons Lid £98% Society and Burns Club St. Andrews Socrety of
U.K. Optical & Industrlal Holdings Ltd. 208% Rhode Island : Martin ; Miss Elizabeth
z]e Robert M. Mitchell, 208%"' ! Ross ! Acadia Wnlverslty Céltic Society.
ser |} Neil B, Morris’ Charltable Trust 230 , ¢
=gt W, B. Angus, Esq., OBE. 23g% \
= Drs Jessie M Pope and Agnes C. ﬁOpe 204+
N Sangamo Weston Ltd. 200 ’
= . N ' (Covenanted contributions are shown by a ™
% . Generbus gifts of silver, plate pictures, etc., have been received from The J. D. Fergusson Foundation, *
= The Goldsmiths Company, Logie ;Kirk, The Scottish Women’s Rural Institutes, Hepting & Farrer and
. Professor and Mors. G. A. Montgomery. In addition many notable gifts of books for the library have
Et been received. \
“al
ar
THE FIRST TARGET FOR THE APPEAL IS £2 000,000
5 Contributions received and promised to date amount to some £1,923,861.
3], ,
=}: Further partxculars may _be obtained from : — - s e - -
B ) UNIVERSITY SECRETARY. UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING STIRLING . -
B . ,
n-
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| Vf)espcur o
- !"after the
| | .| roar of

/ °| victory

blink. And the blurred, whlrl-
ing scene we had watched in the
CE. | flesh came wobbling in as a-

IT- | movie,,
48.1  Then all the “ facts ” were fired
y’S| or intoned from the screen.

E‘lg Continued from page one

rs | Roosevelt Grier, a 3001b coloured
ed | football player and a Kennedy -

man, had grabbed the man with

the gun and overwhelmed him.

| A Kennedy bodyguard had taken

the gun, a .22 calibre, The

maniac had fired smught at

Kennedy and sprayed the other

bullets around the narrow pantry.

. . g! Kennedy was now at the
- receiving hospital and soon

f: transferred to the Good Samari-
at tan. Three neurologists were on

to their way. He had been hit in
the hip, perhaps, but surely in
the shoulder and “the mastoid
] area.” There was the first sinis-
ter note about a bullet in the .
ed brain.
In the timelessness of nausea
and dumb dishelief we stood and
sat and stood again and sighed at
each other and went infd the
Iti- | pantry again and looked at the
ly, | rack of plates and the smears
r, | of blood on the floor and the
n- | furious guards and the jumping-
dy { jack photographers.
er It was too much to take, The
of | only thing to do was to touch
in | the shoulder of the Kennedy man
ly | who had let you in and get out
on to the street and drive home
eeRTiImmm . ~mmo = oz ol - Ceiee e arE o =_=_-- pg| fo the topo_of the silent Santa _
d, | Monica Hills, where pandemo-~
fer nium is rebroadcast in tranquil-,
e | lity and where a little unshaven
o | guy amueck in a pantry is slowlv
y | brought into focus as_a bleak
e | and shoddy villain of history,
: .

| Telephone thréat \:,

€ Los Angeles, June 5
t Three weslks B e S ST
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" 'of ‘the evening of June’4th,”

July 3, 1968

Dear Mr, O'Neill:

Mr., Alistair Cooke asked me to send
the enclosed chaptewl: A BAD NIGHT IN LOS
ANGELES to you, This is the text of Mr.
Cooke's BBC talk to England on Sunday

June 9th, 1968 and it relates his observations

-~ -

%Zlcere ly, é :

7) Mary Susan Gibson
Federal Bureau of Investigation
201 East 69th Street .
New York, New York

attention: Mr, O'Neill

L.

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS
_ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A BAD NIGHT IN. g
Bl LOS ANGELES ko

I.t does not seem nearly so long ago as thirty years that t)- N .
trade of the foreign correspondent caught the fancy of the
Hollywood producers. And for good reason. Hitler was on the '
loose, and Europe was crackling with crises and atrocities, =
F and some of the best American reporters of the time—John A
3 Gunther and Vincent Sheean and Ed Murrow—always - '
seemed to be on hand. They came to look like heroic agents o1 B
) of the American people, who were fascinated and repelled at
i long distance by the violence of Europe and who, I must say,
o indulged a good deal of self-righteousness in parroting the
] ancient American lament about “old, sick Europe.”
5 Well, I was saying, the foreign correspondent was in
g vogue. And soon Hollywood created a romantic stereotype .- ;.
tH of him. First in the Boy Scout version of Joel McCrea in a -
trench coat, then in the subtler variation of Bogart, who
acted so tough and seemed as tricky as Goebbels but who—
for all his smoker’s cough and his cynical appraisal of pass- i
- r)ﬂ]b . ing females—was secretly on the side of all good men and F

™

e

PRYT

R e
T 7
Fiiag
N

N

true.

Loerb iRt Shatr g e

This attractive stereotype was not only larger than life _ k.
but luckier than any journalist living or dead. He followed i

S
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Jor g TALK ABOUT AMERICA

uncrringly\in the tracks of dictators and tipped off foreign
ministers marked for Anschluss. He was behind the curtain
when a king signed an instrument of abdication. He knew
the man who shot the prime minister. He decoded the vital
message that gave the date of the invasion. He was always _
where the action was.

In life, it is not like that. Only by the wildest freak is -
a reporter, after many years on the hop, actually present at
a single accidental convulsion of history. Mostly, we write
the coroner’s inquest, the account of the funeral, the recon-
struction of the prison riot, the trial of the spy, not the hatch-
ing of the plot.

On the night of Tuesday, June 4, 1968, for the first time
in thirty years, I found myself, by one casual chance in a
thousand, on hand: in a narrow serving pantry of the Am-

bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, a place that, I suppose, will
never be wiped out of my memory as a sinister alley, a Roman ','. :
- circus run amok, and a charnel house. It would be false to ' , )
% say, as'I should truly like to say, that I am sorry I was there. ' o
It is more complicated than that. Nothing. so simple as a -

conflict between professional pride and human revulsion, be- ;
tween having the feelings and having to sit down and write :
about them. Yet, because I saw it for once not as an event
to comment on but as a thunderbolt assault on the senses, my

_; g own view of the whole thing, now and later, is bound to be
“ from the stomach up to the head. Visceral, as we say. I don’t . o
‘ g : imagine that if your hand falls on a live wire you are in any
i condition to measure the charge or judge the sense of the :
“ public safety regulations or moralize about the electric com- ' "
4 pany’s dereliction of duty. ) -
So my view of this miserable episode is probably strange '
‘ é and I ought not to ascribe to anybody else the shape or color
-_ of the oPinions that floated up later from my muddled sensa- ,:;
B S SRR i o o e s A0
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‘away, was not much better than New York City. So it had

"to make some compensation to a hostess who had offered me ..
- a bed, I had asked her if she would like to mooch around the .

' antrcxpatxon, for just ‘as a forelgn correspondent thinks a4

'the‘eucalyptuses and the pepper trees, we ‘sat for a' while'

A BAD NIGHT IN LOS ANGELES 305
) i

tions. ] warn you about this, because I feel unmoved by some
ideas that others feel strongly, and on the other hand I have
some fears that others may not share. So, since this is a more
personal talk that I could bave hoped, I had better tell you
how it came about.

On that Tuesday afternoon, I was in San Francisco,
on one of those jewellike days that are revealed when the
wrapping of the morning fog has been lifted. I had no great
urge to fly to the vast spread of Los Angeles. On the contrary,
I had hoped to spend the day padding down the fairways of
the Olympic Club, which run like cathedral aisles between
superb stands of cypresses. But it was election day, and Los
Angeles is now the hub of California politics, if only because—
of the fifty-eight coutnies of California—Los Angeles County
alone accounts for 48 per cent of the vote. For the purpose of
an election dateline, San Francisco, four hundred-odd miles

to be done. I was going to have to report the general atmos-
phere of the winner’s camp and the loser’s.

I had seen scores of these election-night entertainments.
They are amiable but blowsy affairs. But to give me a fresh
view of a ceremony that had staled by familiarity, and also

town w1th me and see what we could see. She was agog with

. movie actress must have a fascinating life, 50 a movie actress - :
thought a correspondent’s life must be glamorous m the ex- -
treme. : L
“ 8oy hxgh in the Santa Momca hxlls, amxd thé scent of "

" after the polls closed and warted for a- sign of the outcome.:’ S
« Yoii don’t have fo wait long in these omputer days. Thé
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Oregon result was exactly predicted by the Big Brain twelve
minutes after the polls closed, when the returns already in
were less than one per cent. Somehow, the Brain was having
more trouble with California. Party politics are, for various
historical reasons, very loosely'organized,in that state, and,
for one thing, its northern end tends to contradict the verdict
of the south. So when the early returns from the north showed
‘McCarthy in a commanding lead it proved nothing. Los
Angeles ‘County, with its heavy working-class vote and its
swarms of Negroes (or blacks, as we are now more respect-
fully meant to say), and its Mexican-Americans, was fairly
certain to go heavily for Kennedy. Pretty soon, the gap be-
tween McCarthy’s tally and Kennedy’s began to shrink and
it became clear that, saving a miracle, McCarthy would not.
be able to withstand the avalanche of Los Angeles votes that ...
began to move in for Kennedy. The computers were silent,
but the writing was on the wall.

Just before eleven, then, we took off for the McCarthy
hotel, and there was no doubt when we got there that the
college boys and the miniskirt girls and the wandering poets
and the spruced-up student leaders and the chin-up McCarthy
staff were whistling in a graveyard. There was a rock band
that whooped it up all the louder to drown out the inevitable -
news. They would pause awhile, and another ominous sta-
tistic would be flashed, and an m.c. would shout, “Are we
downhearted?” And the ballroom crowd would roar its de-.
fiance of the obvious.

. The Ambassador, a comparatively venerable hotel miles
away on Wilshire Boulevard, was the Kennedy headquarters.
And that was the place to be. We took off, and so did lots

of other people, so that when we turned -into the long drive-
o way we lined up behind scores of cars containing all those
R I sensible people who love a winner. At last we got into the
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there. It’s murder in there. Anyway, Pierre™—Pierre Salinger
—“has promised that when Bobhy gets through his speech
he'll come through into this room and talk with us.” It was
an unbelievable break. We sat down and had a drink and
heard the telegraph girls tapping out copy and tried not to
wince at the television set in a corner that was tuned up to
a howling decibel level.

A few minutes later the television commentators gave
way to the ballroom scene, and Bobby was up there with his
beaming helpers and his ecstatic little wife, and he was thank-
ing everybody and saying things must change, and so on to
Chicago. It was about eighteen minutes -after midnight. We
were standing outside the swinging doors that gave onto a
serving pantry he would come through on his way from the
ballroom to us. These doors had no glass peepholes, but we'd
soon hear the pleasant bustle of him coming through greeting
‘the colored chef and various waiters and bus boys ‘who had
lined up to shake his hand. .

_Then. Above the bassy boom of the television there was
a banging repetition of sounds. Like somebody dropping a
rack of trays, or banging a single tray against a wall. Half
a dozen of us were startled enough to head for the swinging
doors, and suddenly we were jolted through by a flying wedge
of other men. It had just happened. It was a narrow lane he
had to come through, for there were two long steam' tables
and somebody had stacked up against them those trellis
s'gates, with artificial leaves stuck on them, that they use to
fence a dance band off from the floor. The only light was the
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blue-white light of three fluorescent tubes slotted in the ceil-

We Leard nothing but a howliﬁg jungle of cries and
. - obscenities and saw a turmoil of arms and fearful faces and
. flying limbs, and two enormous backs—of Roosevelt -Grier
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- hotel lobby and a tumult of singing, cheering, and happy
hobnobbing. Election parties give out innumerable tickets
and badges to keep out the rabble, but no one is more aware -
than a winning candidate that on such occasions the rabble
are the people. So you can usually drift with the multitude
and nobody asks for a credential. _
It was not so at the Ambassador. Guards and cops
blocked the entrance to the ballroom, and I doubt that a pass-
port and a birth certificate and a personal recommendation
from Senator Kennedy could have got you in. My own general
. press credentials were useless. The lobbies were too packed
to lift an elbow and too deafening to talk in. My companion’
and T screamed at each othet through the din. of all these -
" happy people and we decided that the whole safari had been.” -
-+ a mistake. We turned and started down the corridor for the
‘outdoors and for home. R
. - On our Ieft, about fifty feet along, was another doox' o
to another room and a pack of people trying and fzulmg to ;
get through. ‘There was a guard shaking. his head continus, -
+ ously and’ pushing ‘people back and behind him a young\'
;770:" " Kennedy staff man turning down everybody.” This man
-, . shouted éver the bobbing heads, “Mr. Cooke, come on, you
" can get in here.” We were folded in through the mob and
emerged, as from a chute, into an open place: a cool, half-
empty room, a small private dining room of the hotel stripped
and fitted out as a press room. There were two newsmen I
knew .and a radio man untangling cables, and a swarthy
photographer in a sweatshirt locking up his cameras, and
one or two middle-aged women and a half-dozen Wesfern
* * * Union girls; and a fat girl in a Kennedy, boater, a young
reporter in a beard, and, I guess, his girl.
It was a perfect private way through to the ballroom. But
one of my reporter friends said, “You don’t want to get in
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the football player, and Rafer Johnson, the Olympic cham-
pion—piling onto a pair of blue jeans on a steam table. There
was a head on the floor streaming blood, and somebody put
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, f: ‘ ' a Kennedy boater under it,-and the blood trickled down the 3
. sides like chocolate sauce on an iced cake. There were splashes' N
' of flash bulbs, and infernal heat, and the button eyes of Ethel .
é Kennedy turned to cinders. She was wrestling or slapping a -
'g : . young man and he was saying, “Listen, lady, I'm hurt, too.” )
,rs' S And then she was on her knees cradling him briefly, and in -

_another little pool of light on the greasy floor was a huddle

of clothes and staring out of it the face of Bobby Kennedy,

g ke ' like the stone face of a child’s effigy on a cathedral tomb.

. I had, and have, no idea of the stretch of time, or any
immediate sense of the event itself. Everybody has a vulner-
able organ that reacts to shock, and mine is the stomach. My
lips were like emery paper and I was feeling very sick and
hollow. I pattered back into the creamy-green genteel dining ’ ‘
room. And only then did I hear somebody yell, “Kennedy’s
shot, they shot him.” I heard a girl nearby moan, “No, no,
not again!” And while I was thinking, “That was in Dallas,”
a dark woman suddenly bounded to a table and beat it and
howled like a wolf, “Goddam stinking country! No! No! No!
No! No! No! No!” Another woman attacked the bright tele- '
vision screen and the image of the placid commentators, who
had not yet got the news, My companion was fingering a
cigarette package like a paralytic. I sat her down and went
back in again. Everybody wanted to make space and air,
but everybody also wanted to see the worst. By now, the
baying and the moaning had carried over into the ballroom,
and it sounded like a great hospital bombed and in panic.
' It may have been a minute or twenty minutes later when
a squad of cops bristling. with shotguns burst toward us

- through the swinging doors of the pantry with their bundle
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of the black curly head and the jeans, and the tight, small
behind, and the limp head, and a face totally dazed.

Well, the next mornirig, when I saw and heard the
Pope in his gentle, faltering English, I still could not believe
that he was talking about the squalid, appalling scene in a
hotel pantry that I had been a part of and would always be
a part of.

I don’t doubt that such an experience is a trauma. And
because of it, and five days'later, I still cannot rise to the
‘editorial pages and the general lamentations about a’sick
society. I for one do not feel like an accessory to a crime.
And I reject, almost as a frivolous obscenity, the notion of
collective guilt, the idea that I or the American people killed
John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Martin Luther King and Robert
Francis Kennedy. I don’t believe, either, that you conceived
Hitler, and that in some deep unfathomable sense all Europe.
was responsible for the extermination of six million Jews.
With Edmund Burke, I don’t know how you can indict a
whole nation. To me, this now roaringly fashionable theme
is a great folly. It is difficult to resist, because it provides
emergency resuscitation to one’s self-esteem. It deflects the
search for a villain to some big corporate culprit. It offers
cheap reassurance, cut-rate wisdom, but is really a way of
opting out of the human situation: a situation that includes
pity for the dead Kennedys and the living, compassion for
Sirhan Sirhan, and sympathy for the American nation at a’
time when the vicious side of its frontier tradition—to which °
it has owed its vigor and variety—is surging up again, for
reasons that no one has accurately diagnosed. -

I said as much as this to a young friend. And he replied,
“Me too. I don't feel implicated in the murder of John or
ety Rennedy. But when Martin Luther King is killed, the
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‘only people who know that you and I are not like the killers
are you and 1.” ' '
It is a tremendous sentence and exposes the present
- -danger to America and its public order. The more people
: - talk about collective guilt, the more they will feel it. For
:after three hundred years of subjection and lively prejudice,
any desperate black man or deluded outcast is likely to act *
‘as if it were true: that the American people, and not their::
erelicts, are-the villains, ' '
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government of China. He refused. On orders of General
George C. Marshall, all _Americh,aid was withheld from

fhlang" SR —A N o
With Marshall's embargo enforced, Chiang had.tanks and
planes, but no gasoline. His troops had guns, but no ammu-

« =, Senator J, ' ' )

. “:,\‘_,Sc' ged duﬁ,‘,";‘t’},‘e bR Mc_c‘rih;h% Re_pub]ica_nl of Wisconsin,
D 10 wear that uniform » Ge, at General Zwicker was “not fit
Z gsena'to'f McCartly who omn'eral Zwicker had refused to tell

2 former Army Major Irving Peres i

Reuther’s political stranglehold on. the Democratic Party is ‘
not the only dangerous influence in the iabor movement. |
Despite. the well-publicized “cleanup” of the AFL and CIO -
in the 1940’s when known communists were driven out, com-
munists still control the unions in certain strategic areas of
the economy. ' - :

The communist-control of the American Communications
Association, whose members service many of Western Union’s
telegraph lines and the communications circuits from the
Pentagon to Key defense, installations around the world was
documented in an earfier chapter.® £/l f& N/F

Harry Bridges, the Australian-born communist eader of the
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munist and pro-Soviet writers flooded the book channels with |
anti-Chiang, pro-communist books: Objective, anti-communist
books on the Far East were “killed” when Lattimore and hisg
pro-Soviet colleagu §s .in the book ﬁ\:{gw .mde-’;qa\ ) '?g-’
them.28. N\ "E Db AU T G VNA
I promoica 10 gllCroNee ) 3 Gt § ar that
other General who protected communists is not fit to wear
. uniform.”78 . _ ; atithor-
i ‘Lionel Lokes, author of Who Promoted Peress?, ge_ ?i:;t‘:e‘ge
e el énsive. book-length study of the :
itative and- comprehensive. boox those few words:
Zwicker-McCarthy case, said of those JeW WO - .
graduates. Yet, their' money, the prestige of their organiza-
tions, and theF votes are frequently committed to the destruc-
tion of "America. Iri 2 number of industries, sound thinking
working men and dedicated union leaders have performed
meritorious service in‘the difficult battle against communist .
infiltration. In other industries, the job still needs to be done.
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" rest. The parents got. the news from a newspaper reporter.
“If it hadn’t been for that, my wife and I couldn’t have
taken the niews when we heard it later over the radio,” Drum-

mond murmured. “The FBI should have notlﬁed us about

the arrest.”

The: day after the aitest and on State Department orders,
the United States Mission to the U.N, delivered a strongly
worded note to the Soviet Mission,

“As host to the United Nations, the Government of the
United States strongly protests these espionage activities di-
rected against the internal security of the United States,”

tlie dote which mentioned Prokhorov and Vyrodov by

ame and accused them of paying substanual sums. for classi-
v ﬁed documents they received.
“Not only are siich activities clearly outside the scope of

the: official responsibilities of these members but they are an .

outrageous violation of their privilege of residence. . .. Th
Uhnited States Mission requests. the permanent Mission of the

Union of ‘Soviet Socialist Republics to take the necessary -
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They then commenced to beat him with iron bars all over the
body until he lost consciousness and fell off the box. The two
Kapos then went away. He was unable to work any more that
day and had to be carried back to his block at the end of the
shift. His body was badly bruised and he was in the hospital
for four weeks. Siga was a deserter from the German Army.
He was about 28 years old, 5 foot 7 in. tall, slender, with fair
hair, thin face, long nose and pale complexion, clean shaven.

(110) StaTeEMENT or HELENA KoprPER (Hungarian, aged 35)

I am 35 years of age. Neither my husband nor ¥ are Jewish.
I was arrested in Cracow in June, 1940, because the Gestapo
suspected me of anti-German sympathies and found me in
possession of an anti-German pamphlet. 1 was in prison for
four months at the Gestapo prison, Cracow. I was sent to Rav-
ensbriick Camp in October, 1940, and subsequently to Ausch-
witz-Birkenau in October, 1941, thence to Bergen-Belsen in
December, 1944.

I recognize No. 2 on photograph Z/4/2 as S.S. Aufseherim. -
Irma Grese. I knew her first in Ravensbriick in 1941, but I
know of nothing against her during that time. She was Block-
fuhrerin at Auschwitz and subsequently in charge of the pun-
ishment company in Auschwitz from 1942 to 1944. She was
in charge of the punishment company when working outside
the camp, for six months in 1943. The remainder of the time
she did not go outside. I was also in the punishment company
and, during the time that Grese was in charge when working
outside, we were employed outside the camp in a sand-pit.
There were 700-800 women working in this company, some
of whom were detailed to dig sand and fill iron trucks with
the sand, and others had to push these trucks along a narrow
gauge railway. The place in which we worked was surrounded
by a strand of wire about three to four feet high and we were
not allowed to go outside this wire boundary. There were
twelve guards placed at intervals around the wire. It was the
practice of Grese to pick out certain of the Jewish women ‘pris-
oners and order them to get something from the other side
of the wire.

She always worked with interpreters. When the prisoners ap-
proached the wire they were challenged by the guard, but as
Grese usually picked out non-Germans, they did not under-
stand the order and walked on and were shot. Some even of
the prisoners who did understand German and knew it was
death to cross the wire, did so because they were too weary
and ill to bother. Occasionally a guard would not shoot but
would force the prisoner to return to the working party. I
myself was called as a witness at an enquiry which was held
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in the morning of 15th April, the day on which the British

artived, he saw me with some of my friends, He followed us,

driving us on all the time. He was carrying a wooden club, He
shouted that all the corpses had to be removed from sight. In
my party there was a Pole named Jacobovitsch who was very
weak, He was aged about 40 and was a cobbler. Polanski
started to shout at him to make him move more quickly, then
started to beat him with the. club. Jacobovitsch fell down and
cried out, “I can’t carry any' longer.”™ Polanski continued to
+ beat him with his club until Jacobovitsch died. Polanski ‘then
ordered myself and other prisoners to drag the body to the
large pit to drop it in, which we did.

(109) DEPOSITION OF SEVEK KOBRINER (Pole, aged 30)

On 20th June, 1945, I was shown by No. 14573509,
Sergeant Edward Dinsdale, 86 Special Investigation Section,
Corps of Military Police, a man whom 1 recognized as a Kapo
in Drutte Camp. I knew him by the name of Burgraf, and I
have now been told that his full name is Medislaw Burgraf.

At Camp Drutte, Burgraf was in charge of the working party
to which T belonged. We worked in a shell factory, a branch
of the Hermann. Goering works, in day and night shifts. One
night in February, 1945, a friend of mine called Wachtel, who
came from Cracow, was very weak and could not work as
quickly as the others. Burgraf approached him and com-
menced to boat him with a. thick square stick all over the head,
face and body. His eyes became very swollen and he had a
bleeding nose. My friénd was unable to continue working and
had to sit down. When we left the factory at the end of the

ift he was unable to walk, and another man and myself
assisted him to the camp. When we arrived at our block my
friend started shouting and throwing his bedding, about. He
spoke in a confused manper and generally behaved strangely,
as if his mind was unbalanced. Burgraf called a warden of
the hospital and I .assisted the warden to. carry the man to. the
hospital, Two days later friends in the hospital told me that
Wachtel had died. I have not seen him since that date.

One day in January, 1945, I saw Burgraf beating my friend,

Wolf Platkewitch, who ‘worked in the same shell factory at

rutte. He hit him partly with his fists and partly with a
wooden stick on the face. I do not know the reason for the
beating, but I noticed that some shells which should have been
stacked had collapsed. Immediately afterwards the Kapo,
whom we called Siga, in charge of the working hall, appeared
and I heard Burgraf tell him that Platkewitch had committed
sabotage. Both Kapos then took him into a small wire-parti-
tioned place where they laid him over a box face downwards.
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