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RAMPART DETECTIVE DIVISION

INTERVIEWS (PHONE) JUNE 6-68 3:45 PM DR#68-521 466
KENNEDY SHOOTING:
PHONE INTERVIEW

.BUAQ?N, MAX, 4629 Fulton Ave, Sherman Oaks, PH:872 0190, & 783 5526

BURMAN STATES HE WAS ON A TRIP IN Ceasareee, isreal, on 5-18-68 with
12 other couples. On this date, a short waye broadcast was .intercepted
by the manager of a resturant at this location, that Senator Kennedy

had been shot. This broadcast was supposed to be a BBC Broadcast.

Burman states Pear gggal, PH:463 1977, 665-5197; varified the date and

info. \\ |
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%Y}l ﬁrﬁéma ﬁ—‘?‘ RANK J. BURNS. JR. Date . WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19,1
@.X. j\j &* e Pime 2:35 PLM, .
| "-L..,_, Er b % .
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Residence Adéreus & Phone 680 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, phone A 48506

Information ("o be complote ~-the vepo“t should inc ude- Who,What When,wWnere, wny
& How)

Mr. Burns was interviewed on 'June 19, 1968, at 2 35 p. m., Room 318,. Parker

Center. Mr. Burns is a personal advisor to Jesse M. Unruh and was accompanyin;
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the Kennedy grouo as an. advisor. he was on stage with Mr. Kennedy ét the time

of his speech and left the;podium with him., The following is an account of

wnat occurrad,

I was on stage with Senator Kennedy and I exited the rear of the stage behind |

Senator Kennedy. ' He turned right and =2.ied hurriedly at the head of ne,

—

increasing the distance. I overtook him just as he was shaking hands with an |

o

enployee™ of the Ambassador Hotel. I recall the person he was shaking hands

with was very snort. As I walked beﬁind him through the kitchen, my eyes were

fixed on his back. éhere were people ‘about me and the crowd seemed to build

as I caught up with the Senator. I was'standing behind Mr. Kennedy when X1 .

heard the noise, It sounded like a string of firecrackers. I,focﬁsed on an

arm and a gun just to my right.'flt seemed to be close to Senator Kennedy. I )

felt a burniné sensation on ny left cheek, then I saw Senator Kennedy falling,j

turning to his left and holding his arms up. The suspect moved forward into

ny full view. His arm was extended and aiming the gun slightly downward

firing .1t. The shots stopped at that time. A lot of people got hold of him

(suspect). I grabbed him in the area of his neck, and we started this

spinning action struggling with the suspect. I don't belleve he resisted as

much as he was pushed by those trying to apprehend him. I tried to grab his

leg and I remember Mr. Barry coming up. He said, "Get a rope; we'll tie him

 [Investigators making interview , !App vad b;ﬁgp .
{ Coldins, Patchett, an  Mac Arthur ){£§?9.<A{42g,9. &y
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up." I took off my belt for this and then Mr. Barry was,goné. I remember
climbing up.on top of the table over the suspect, and Grier had him on the
tablﬁ. I saw the gun in Grier's left hand. Next I left the kitchen and went
into the Colonial Room. I was looking fo? help and to see,if the ambulance
and so rorth héd been called. Then I werlt to the entrance of the Embassy
Room and asked if there was a doctor. I was reassured by someone there that
help was on the way. When I returned to the kitchen, I sgw Jesse Unrﬁh on the
table and he was shouting instructions. As_the police arrived, Rosie stepped
away and the officers took the suspect and began handcuffing him. Rosie put
‘his head down and I asked him, ZWhere's the gun?" He ‘said, "I gave it to

. Rafer." By this time the 6fficers had the suspect handcuffed and I started
leading the way out of the kitchen through the press room (Coloniél Room).

We moved very fast, pushing people out of the way. There was no problem

en route to the front of the hotel. The front doors were open and there was
a police car sitting there with the‘doors open, From the right“I saw a lot
of people surgihg forward. Two officérs'got into the back seat with the.
suspect between them. An officer was driving and Jesse Unruh got into the
front seat of the car. At the time of tﬁe shooting, I thought thét there

was about ten peoﬁle(ahead of us, It's only a subconscious judgment; I was“
not looking that way. 'I was with the Kennedy party on the fifth floor and
-accompanied them in the service elevator to the kitchen and then to the

stage prior to his speech. I bélieve!it was Mr. Fred Dut?on that made the
decision that Mr. Kennedy should go to the vress room. Mr. Kennedy was
exiting from the stage to hié right when a voice in the crokn called to hinm
and he turned around and wglkgd to the béck of the stage. I'm not sure who

it was that directed him, but he responded immediately to that'direction.
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¢ McKENNA, BURNS AND BLAYLOCK

ATYTORNEYS AT LAW

650 SOUYTH GRAND AVENUE YELEPHONE
MADISON 4-6500.

JOHN £, McRENNA, VR,

FRANK J. BURNS, JR, L , .
ROBERY J. BLAYLOCK LOS ANGELES,CALIFORNIA 90017

My name is Frank J. Buxns, Jrxr. X live at 11713
South Atkinson Avenue, Inglewood, California, telcecphone
. numbexr 756-8023. Y am an attoxney and my office is ' -
located at 650 South Grand Avenue, Suite 600, Los Angeles ;
90017, telephone numbex 624-8506.

On June 4, 1968, I arrxived at the Ambassadox Hotel
at approximately 7:00 P.M. and went to the Presidential
Suite, which was the headquartexs fox Speaker Unruh and
the Kennedy Campaign staff. Between then and approximately
11:00 P.M., X was cithexr in the Presidential Suite orx " -
around the cornexr in the Royal Suite arxea, which was
occupied by Senatox Kennedy and his staff.

At approximately 11:00 P.M. I went downstairs to the .
Embassy Room and talked t6 the various members of the
canmpaign staff who were manning the anchor desk which was
* located to the right rear of ¢hc podium. At approxinately
11:30 P.M. we decided that it was time for Senator Xennedy
to, come down, and I went upstairs to get him. The cxowd
was so dense -in the Embassy Rocm, that X went along the
passage way in back of the podium and -through the kitchen,
exiting into the lobby near the front desk.

As X reached Senatox Xennedy's xoonm, SDeake* Unxuh .
was just coming out. He told me that they had decided
that Senator Kennedy would wait a few moxe minutes before
coming down, but that he, Speakex Unruh, would go down
and talk to the cxowd right away. I led Speakexr Unxuh,
Mrs. Unxuh, Jack Crose, Speakexr Unxuh's Administrative
Assistant, and perhaps one or two othex people down to the
Embassy Room thxough the route that I had used to go
upstairs. .

Speaker Unruh then talked to the crowd fox a few
minutes. While Speakex Unruh was talking, he told ne
to get the Senator 'to come down, and I told Jack Crose AP
to go upstairs and get him. Stephen Smith, Senator Kennedy's - +
brother-in-law, was then introduced, and spoke to the crowd.
As he was concluding, Scnatoxr Kennedy came into the room
from the doox immediately to the left of the podium. Jack
Crose latexr told me that he had brought the Senatox's paxty
down through the kitchen, the same way that we had come
before. He also told me that they had come this way
because Senator Kennedy did not want to try to fight through
' ' the crowd in the Enbassy Room.

’(;; ' ;'70 - ':> ;I; *. |
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'Dursuant to your request, you will f£ind enclosed
a copy of the gtaterient that I have prepared concern-
ing my knowlcdge of the cvents currounding the
acsassination” of Scnator Kennedy. ‘
., If thexe is anything that X can do to be of .
‘asgistance, plcasc do not hesitate to call. )
L * ) ' i ‘ \ .
B TR L , Yours very truly, -
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Statement of Frank J. Burxns, Jr. oo o
Page Two... . B s

As Senatox Kennedy got on the podium, I was standing
a few steps back and to the xight of the microphone, and
as the membexs of his paxty moved in, ¥ stepped further
back to make way fox Mrs. Kennedy and othexr people that
accompanied him down. ' Duxing most of his speech I was
standing at the rear of the podium and slightly to the’

xight of Senator Kennedy, neaxr his press secretary, Frxank

Manklewicz, ;

A pathway had been cleared to the rxight of the podium
leading towaxd the area where the anchoxr desk was located.
When Senatox Kennedy finished speaking, he paused for a
noment and said a few woxds to some people ncax the
micxophones, and then started to move to his right towaxd
the cleared path. I turned to my ¥ight and at that time .
I heaxd a voice coming from my, left xeax saying that the
Senator was going the wxong way, and that he should come
off the reaxr of the platform. Senator Kennedy turned
"around and passed directly in front of me, to go off the
xcar of the platform. I tuxned to my left and saw a man
in a tuxedo, holding the curxrtains back and beckoning to
the Senator to follow him. This man stepped down into the
antexoom and Senatox Kennedy followed him. I followed
Scenatox Xennedy.

The man went out the doox at the back of the antexocom,
and turned to the right and headed down the incline with
Senatox Kennedy close behind him. When I came out of the
dooxway and tuxned to the xight to head down the incline,
the man in the tuxedo leading Senator Kennedy was perxhaps
10 fect in f£xont of me and moving quite fast. They passed
into the kitchen thxough the left hand doox which was open.
At about that time X yelled to slow down because they werxe
getting ahead of evexyone. I also started to move faster in
oxdex to catch up with the Senatox. Durxing this time X
noticed a numbexr of people in the axea, but L am unable to
» positively identify any of them. My eyes were constantly
n the Senator as I was txying to attract his attention.

As X pauucd into the kitchen, it scemed to ne that
thexe were quite a numbex of people in fxont of the Senator
and moving gencerally in the same dircection he was. As
Senator Kennedy apprxoached the area of the serving tables,
two people moved towaxd him. The one nearxest the scerxving
table was vexy short and the othcr one was about medium
height. They both appeaxed to be dressed in white Xitchen
jackets. The Senatox stopped and tuxned to his left to
shake hands with them. I would judge that he tuxned
slightly moxe than 90° f£rom his original dixection of travel.
It was when he stoppcd to shake hands that I caught up with
him and got Porhaps a half step in front of him. I also
tuxned to my left and wa facing in the ~sme dirxection as
the Senator.(* < was at thi onent that_t heaxrd a noisé

2025 RELEASE UNDI;—.F{f .0. 14176

;
aats BTl o tid_ . kM. MaSAMK GEE WO OTKE B W RIMS W & T R SN M i seemd W ows § XeMm Y @ M 8

P

q i}«



I
i

)

N

¥

i

y

R

.
' i
x f i

-" . : ' ! PN A
r ¥

v
[ et + I

L7 Y Statement of Frank J. Burns, Jr. . Cl
Page Three... W

sounding like a string of fire crackers going off,
N

kg 1mmcd;atoly turncd my head to the right., X
have an impression of pecople standing there, But I would
not be able to pos ;t;vo)y ;dont;iy anyoné. The one clear
1mprcss;on I have is of an oxtended arm holdxng a.qgun,
This arm appceaxed to bao next to the seyving table and
the gun would be about even with the fxont cdge of the
sexving table. The arm did not appear o me to belong
-to anyone. I inmediately glanced to ny left toward the
Senatoxr and he was falling backwaxd. He had thrxown his
hands up and his hody appcarced to be qpxnnang to the
left. I looked back toward the gun, and by then the
pexson holding the gun had stepped forwaxd past the cdge
of the sexving table so that he was d;rcctly in frxont of
nme. He was aiming the gun down towaxd Senatoxr Kennedy's
'falling boay, and appeaxed to be shooting at him. My
impression xs that the noise of the ounfzre hﬁd ccased

by. then. . .

3
+

Thxs is the £irst tlmc X . xecall seeing the pexson
!later jdentified as S{+ -1 Sirhan. At that time somebody
. grabbed Sixhan froam i+ + . Somcone else appeaxed to
grab his gun arm and X grabbed him from the side. The
struggle then became vexy confuscd and we rxotated axound
several times, moving down . the line of the sexving counter
in the direction that Senatorx Kennedy had oragznally been
Lravellng. The entixe situation was chaotic, and I have
only vague inpressions of the "people who wexe wies tling
with the assassinat that time. The next thing % reamemher

, of people, yelling for a rxope so that we could tie him
up. I remember taking off my belt and handing it to
Barxy and bhending down to grab' the assassin's legs so as
to get him of £ his feet. I belicve that Baxxy then left
,and afitex fuxthex stxuggle, the assassin was more ox |
1 less wrestled onto the top of the sexving tables.

1

!
! ‘

o]
! . Durang the coursc of'the struggle, my vision had

;momcntarxly cone to rest upon the area where' Senatox
'Kennedy had fallen on scevexal occasions. The fivst tine
. I moticed,, it appcarcd that he was lying on his hack and

;no one was neay him. The next. time I looked I could

f

clearly is Bill Baxxy coming up and plunging into the knot

,hardly see him because there was a dense group of people |

', axound hin and the third time I noticed, the crowd had
. heen- cleaxed back and he was on his back and someone *had

opened the front of his shirxt. ,Bveryono was screaning -

andé’ yellxng £or a doctox. I : -;’Aﬂf' "
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Statement of Frank J. Burns, Jr.
Page Four...

The assassin was being £ixmly held on the table, and

I let go and xan to the entrance of what I think is called

the Colonial Room to sec if cithex a doctor ox the police
. wexe coming that way. Then I xan into the passage way
between the Colonial Room and the Embassy Room. Some
people frxom the hotel and sowme uniformed security guaxds
had blocked off the passage way. I asked someone there
if a doctox, the police and an ambulance had been called.
He assurxed me that they had, and that they were on theix
way. X ran back into the kitchen and.as I did, ¥ noticed
that Mrs. Kennedy and Jean Smith were kneeling beside
Senatox Kennedy. '

I believe I then jumped up on the sexvinhg counterx to
sece whexe the gun was. A numbex of people were holding
the assassin, the most prominent being Roosevelt Grierx.

X looked down and noticed the gun in Gxiex's hand, and we
exchanged words to the effect that Griexr would\hang onto
the gun., X then jumped off the table and went around to
the other side becausce it appeared that the people that
had Sirhan's head wexe trxying to pull it off. He was on
his back with his head and uppexr back off the edge of
the table, and X was afraid they would push down and break
his back. Griexr was leaning acxoss his hips holding him
firxmly on the table. The only other pexson that ‘X’
xemembex clearly is someone in a tuxedo with blond haix,
who had ahold of the assassin’'s head. I was txying to
tell them to be careful, but no one was paying any
attention.

About' that time, Jess Unruh jumped up onto the top
of the table and leaned ovex Sirhan and started yelling

that he should be kept alive because he should stand trial.

Unzuh was pulling the people off Sirhan and yelling fLorx
the police.. The police came up to us £xrom the direction
whexe Senatox Kennedy was lying. The officers took ahold
of the suspect and handcuffgd his hands behind his back.
Roosevelt Grier was bent over cxying, and X xemembex
xaising his face up and asking him where the gun was. He

said he had glven it to Rafex Johnson. I ‘told this %o onc

of the officers.

Unxuh then jumped off the table and told the officers
to get the suspect out of therxe befoxe he was killed., X
led the officers into the Colonial Room:through the dooxs
from the kitchen, and then out the main.entrance of the

«
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Statenent of Frank J. Burns, Jr.
Page Five...

Colonial Room into the lobby. Therxe wexe five or six
officers with us and X lecd them thxough the lobby,down
the stairway dnd out the main cntrance. We wexe moving
very fast'and rlo onc was txying to stop us. As wo
started out the main entrance, thexe was a police car
parked there with its right fxont dooxr open. There was
quite a crowd of people, particulaxly to my xight hand
side, and when they saw us coming out with the suspect, they
starxted scrxcaming and surxging forwaxrd. The officerxs
pushed -the suspect in the back seat and Unxuh jumped in
the front scat and yelled for the ofificexrs to get out of

.thexe. At this time I was stxuggling with some people by
the right front door of the police cax who were tryzno

to get to the prisonex, so I shoved the door shut and the '
police car took off. l

[
# X - \

DATED: June 12 1968. ' \

FRANK J. BURNS JR.
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