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Times Staif Writer

Sen. Robert ¥, Kennedy went home Thursday from his last campaign
as Los Angeles—scene of both his greatest victory and his death—said
& brief But poignant farewell to the assassinated senator.

© 4 At 12:37 p.m. his hearse left the
hospital where he died early Thurs-
day. ) .

Less than an hour later, in z
presidential jet, the senator’s re-
mains were lifted into a misty sky
for a five-hour flight to the scene of
a state funeral planned in New York
Saturday.

Tears streamed down the faces of
many of the thousands who pressed
against the chain link airport fence

. Tor a last glimpse of the silver, blue
and white airplane.
AT 1:28 p.m: it cleared the ground,

Only eight days ago Kennedy,
anxious {0 make up for his defeat in
the Oregon primary, had arrived in
LosZmngeles to fight for the*Sedifgr
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nia vieteny he said he needed to stz
in his drive for the Presidency.

He had arrived at the airport's
West Imperial Terminal,

And it was there, on Thursday,
ihat his body was placed ahoard the
Air Force plane for the funeral flight
1o New York.

‘What happened in the intervening
eight days is now a page in history:
his campaigning, his debate with
Sen. Bugene J, McCarthy, his smash-
ing win, his last speech to a victory
rally, his detour through a hotel
kitchen early Wednesday—and the
gunfire which felled him there. -

The end came 25% hours later in
the intensive care unit at Good
Samaritan Hospital.

In a parlitioned-oif cubicle ina
three-bed ward, surrounded by his
wife, three of his 10 children, two
sisters, friends and the widow of his
assassinated brother, President John
F, Kennedy, the young senator died
at 1:44 am. of a bullet wound in the
brain.

Reports of Words te Aide

The departure of the senator's
body from Los Angeles was followed

by television reports that Ethel Ken- |

nedy had 1old an aide in forcible
terms that she wanted no participa-
tion by Mayor Sam Yorty in any of
the farewell ceremonies for her dead
hugsband, a political opponent of the
niayot. '

A XKennedy spokesman said that
Yorly had suggested that he might
ride in a procession with the body
from the hospital to the plane. The
mayor's proposal was turned down
by the Kennedy camp, the spokes-
man said.

Tom Jardine, Yorty's press sec-
retary, later told The Times that the
mayor had indeed offered to ride in
the procession, but the Xennedy peo-
ple told him, as they had told Gov.
Reagan, that it would be "more ex-
pedient" if Yorty met the procession
at the airport at 12:30 p.m. This
Yorty did.

Jardine said further that reports
that Mrs. Kennedy prevented Yor-
ty's boarding the plane to pay his
respecls were unfounded, because

spgead around lhe world, the reac-
tion set in with deeds and words:
—Authorities announced the Los
Angeles Counly Grand Jury would
consider a murder indictment

against.Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the

24-year-old Jordanian. now being
held in Los Angeles County jail on
assault charges {or the shooting of
Kennedy and five others hit in the
fusillade of shots.

—Observances of mourning for the

senator's death were scheduled as
expressions of sorrow poured in
from near and far,

For Los Angeles, however, Thurs-:

day was a day of both mourning and
farewell. '

At Good Samaritan Hospital, ?00
persons were wailing for word of
Kennedy's condition early Thursday
—hoping for a chance of survival,

The watchers had learned that the
lighted windows on the fifth floor
were those of the intensive care
’unit. But they didn't know that, in
"the ward, doctors had given up hope
of saving Kennedy's life.

Family, Friends Gather

As he began to sink deeper into
the final coma, his family and
friends gathered about him, Present
were:

His wife, Ethel;, Jacqueline Ken-
,nedy; sisters Jean Kennedy Smith
fand Pat Kennedy Lawford; brother
Sen. Bdward (Ted) Kennedy,
children Kathleen, 16, Joseph,
-15, and Robert Jr., 14; brother-in-
law Stephen Smith; Louella Hennes-

sy, who* had been his nurse as a.
ichild; bodyguard Bill Barry; long--

{time friends David Hackett and Jim
Whittaker and his wife, and Msgr.

JWillilam J. McCormack of St. Pa-

trick's Cathedral, New York.

An obstetrician was nearby in case
Mrs. Kennedy, who is expecting her
eleventh child in January, should

need help. She didn't. Said a friend: "

"She was bearing up very well.”
Shortly after the end came, press
aide Frank Mankiewicz told news-
men: )
"Sen. Robert Francis Xennedx
died at 1:44 am. today, June §, 1968.

the mayor neither intended to NOL._Iisswas 42 years old."

tried to board the Air Force jet.
As word of the senator's death

He said Kennedy had never gained
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~—sirength after surgery for the bra bram

injur'y. .

"It was not a question of his
sinking," he said, "but a questlon of
not usmg "

Later in the morning a big crowd
gathered, wailing for the closest
thing Los Angeles would have to a
funeral procession: the departure of
the cortege for the airport.

Tt was delayed because an autopsy
had to be performed here, as
required by local law, to establish
medical details of his death.

The roar of motorcycle engines
being kicked alive warned the
thron<T al 12:32 p.m. that aepartule

- Was near.

- Twenly police motorcycles -
streamed out the entrance of the
employes' parking lot and down
Wilshire Blvd. to halt traffic be-
tween thé hospital and the Harbor
Freeway three blocks away.

. Hush Falls on Crowd

A hush fell on the crowd, estimat-
ed by Police Capt. Joe Stephens at
4,500. In the silence irrelevant
sounds assumed stdden importance;
the hum of four helicopters hover-
ing overhead, the brief blare of a
pohce radio, And at places in the
vast, solemn c10wd the sounds of
someone crying. :

At 12:38 p.m. the blue hearse rolled
from the parking lot on -Lucas St.
Bystanders, held at street's width by
police, could see the African maho-
gany casket in the back. In front
were Ethel Kennedy and the sole
surviving brother, Edward.

Most of the crowd stood in silent
homage. The word of the deparfure
had spread through the 10-story
hospital, and the windows turned
white with the uniforms of nurses
and attendants who stood there to
watch.,

The hearse rolled slowly, accom-
panied by sobs and fears torn from
each group by its passage. Flowers
were {ossed into the street as the
vehicle passed. There were cries,
some soft, some loud: "Goodby

Bobby," and just, "Goodby.t - ..



. __
%

~Hghtsedans followed the hearse
out of the parking lot, past (e
crowd, and down Wllsh1re Blvd,,
Where officers had halled traffic. It
. 1ook-less than a minute for them io
all depart.

An officer walched the motm cade
. depart, out of sight down Wilshire *
. Bivd,, then blew his whistle and
Waved Traffic resumed. Wilshire -
Bivd. hummed with traffic once
again. The crowd began to dissolve.

At Los Angeles International
Airport an estimated 2,000 persons

were gathered at the West Imperial ;-
Terminal, walching the presidential «

jet which would take the senator
home from Los Angeles.

‘West Imperial Highway was
jammed ‘humper'-io-bumper with
carsy of those who couldn't fmd
places to park.

*-Some of the 70 persons who would *
{ly with the family and the casket
had been waiting for almost an hour.
Others were in the motorcade—the
last Ju0s Angeles motorcade of Sen,
Robert F. Xennedy—that was roll-
ing down the Santa Monica and San
Diego freeways.

Casket -Carried to L-ft ‘

.The presidential candidate had *

never had a police motorcade in his
campaigning here. But Thursday he
did. White-helmeted police led the
way down the freeways. At 1:12
p.m. they reached the airport.

The cortege pulled onto the field.

The hearse backed up to a
platfmm lift truck used for raising
. cargo to plane doors. The hearse
* door was opened, and the meén in the
party—including the slain senator's
brother and the two teen-age Kenne-
dy sons, Joseph and Robert—carried
the casket onlo the lift.

Then the members of the family,
including Ethel Kennedy, stood on
the lift, joined hands and bowed
heads, and it was slowly raised to
the level of the plane’s front door.
The men carried the casket inside.
- Ted Kennedy paused, picked up a

—7toral bouquet which haﬂ

fallen to the floor of the
_lift, and took it into the
1. plane with him.
i Then the plane’s big
i*.door closed on Robert I‘.
s« Kennedy's last campaign.

¢. Mrs. Jacqueline Kenne-
-dy, who was not on the
olift with the others, led
the other waiting passen-
he belb up a ramp into a rear
¢ cabin. There were 70 per-
* sons aboard thé plane,
,j, Many were friends who
dV during his eight years
o “tof government service—

“in the months he fought
\ for the Presidency won
° and held a thousand days

by his older brother, John.

- Another of the travelerb,

" MlS Martin Luther King,
‘likem Bthel and Jacqueline
& Kennedy, lost her husband
. to an assassin.
«  Another who boarded
* was former White House
¥ press aide Pierre Salinger,
zwho had been on this same
¢ plane in November, 1963,

% headed for Tokyo for a

“ cabinet members' meet-

“ing, when word of Presi-

dent Kennedy's assassina-

tion had reached it.

The plane returned to
the United States, where
Salinger had then been the
one to announce John Ken-.'
nedy's funeral services. In !
_ New York he was to do the -
_same later Thursday for !
“the second Kennédy he E
had ‘served.

"~ As was the case of the|

aftermath to John F. Ken-'
- nedy's death, there were;

’Lhe almost pledlctable ve-
e. . sponses from the puhlie’

and officialdom. Some:
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. Department

d___weren't so prediclable. The
second Kennedy murder
touched the world's con-
science as few crimes in
history. -

The loss was observed
on many levels: personal,
civie, stalewide, mnation-

' w1de around the globe.
« . —On_ Los Angeles free-

ways car’ headllehts’

_burned " in the dayhﬁht
“the firibule a Tcity on
"' wheeéls pays in time of be-
. reavement.

e had known Robert Kenne- N

—In ‘many - Catholic
churches special \/Iassub

. were announced.
. and had worked for him .

—President Johunson

“proclaimed Sunday a na-

tional day of mourning.

—In 83‘01 amento, at
Gov. Reagan s orders, the
of Gene1 al
Services ordered all flags
flown at half-mast at state

_facilities until the Ken-
. nedy funeral. :

. —University of C.all[m-i

nia President Charles J.
- Hitch asked all campuses
.fo hold ‘“appropriate me-

morial services."

* —Jacki Kirchoff, 18, of
3277 Knoll Way, River sxde

, who worked in Kennedy

headquarters there, . got
her parents' -permission
and came to Log Ahgeles

International Airport bhe-
-cause, she said, "in my
: heart I felt I just had to
i.come—and pay my last re-

spects.” S

Al Blysian Heldhts
‘School in the Echa Pazk
{district of Los Angeles,
sixth graders were asked
to write their impressions

t of the iragedy \Vlote

'V.[aedon Lau, 11:
—"Mr. Kennedy 2 AS B



# #ood man. He ensouraged
.. people to vote for him. He
?, made light in everybody.-

- Now he_xs dead and alk:is
:,'dall' " .

I‘xplcsblom of sym-’
pathy and. berecavement
“showed -how ‘the city of

7;.

" Los Angcles — and the
. yorld - beyond Whl(?h'
' {ratched it — . respondédt

>

i{o the death here of the

young senator. Among the
commients:
—President Johnson:
"Robert Kennedy affirmed
-this country, affirmed the
essential decency of its
‘people, their longing for
‘peace, théir desne to im-
prove condmons of life for
alt oo
. —Mus, Alva Johnson, oO
of 637 .- Colden Ave,
wearing still a fed, whlte
and.; blue striped blouse
‘and a Blue Kennedy but-
ton from the days of cam-
paldnmg, told a newsman
at International Airport:
" {eel like somebhody in
the family is gone." Mrs.
Johnson is a Negro. -
—Assembly Speaker
-Jesse Unruh: "There are
no adequate words for a
moment such as this, Rob-
ert Kennedy was my
friend. Bul far more than
.that_he yvould ha've made
~a greal President™ " ~
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Ati’aii‘aed'Many Goals Duriﬁg' Full Life;
@n!y Dea"fh Ended Pursm’r m‘ PieSEdeney

BY JOHN FENDALL :
TlmesSlal writer = T T A f

A 1 ~

Robert F. Kennedy savored the
heights of ach1evement——-phys1cal
personal and political—and at age
42, when he was assassinated, he
had climbed high.

Only death ended his pursuit of
the supreme position won by his
brother, John Fitzgerald Kennedy,

the nation's, assassmated 35th Pres-
ident.

Since Nov. 22, 1963—when his
brother died in Dallas—Robert Ken-
nedy had pursued a seemingly
inexorable course toward the White
House with fatalistic disregard for
-his own safety,

It had brought him to California |

and the Ambassador Wednesday
morning when he was shot in a hotel
k]tchen during an hour of triumph.

He d1ed httle more than 24 hours
later.”

While a shocked natlon contem-
plates the assassination of still
another American leader, those who
loved and those who hated Robert
JFrancis Kennedy remember.

‘What kind of a2 man was he?

.Supported by Minorities
For the thousands and thousands

who turned out in pushing, shouting '

throngs at Xennedy's. campale‘n
appearances, ‘he appeared to be an
open, friendly, smiling candidate.

He was-a rich man, but the poor -

and members of minority groups
supported- him with their vote as
someone who understood their
 plight.

HRE N

His pohtmal enemies thought Lie
was tough, wily, ruthless, arrogans,
a dangerous man who somehow felt
the Kennedys had a "dwme ncht"
to the  Presidency. .

But, as most men, Kennedy was
many things: a father of 10; a-son, -
brother, a-friend,-a leade1 and an
enemy.” What he Wasn't -was placid;
content, inept, inert; self:satisfied.

He liked -politicians; and politics,
and shortly before he: was shot
quoted John ‘Bychan, Lord Tweed-
smuir, Scotfish author and states-
man, ‘Who described - pohtlcs as an
"honorable adventure.". .

* Sdt.in Seats of Nlo;hty

Dumng 16 years of that adventur-
ing, he sat in the seats of the mighty.

At 26, Kennedy directed his
brother's successful drive for the
_U.S. Senate in-Massachusetts. At 34,
"he managed John F. Kennedys
campaign f01 the Presidency. At 35,
+he was U.S. attorney general, at 39 a
U.S. senator from New York and at
42 a candidate for-the presidential
homination, .

His -father, Joseph P. Kennedy,
multi-millionaire and former U.S.
ambassador, once said of his son
-Robert:

L "Jack (the Ples1dent) works as
Ihard as any mortal - man can. Bobby
‘1 goes- a. little further,"

‘" Robert Kennedy was born in
Brookline, Mass., on Nov. 20, 1925,
-the seventh of Joseph and Rose
Fitzgerald Kennedy's nine children.
He -was surrounded by five sisters
~four older and one younger—a si-

To writers in public print, he was—=9%

‘variously described as reserved,
essentially shy, charming, bulhant
calm, pohte understanding, con-
s1de1ate, inspiring, tenamous ruth-
less, opportunistic and oveLLa_mht-
thLrs—"‘-‘

tuation which his mother said

W\‘
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caused _gome ‘persons to fear . h e . Until his brother was assassinated

. would be a “sxssy "

. But "Bobby" developed in the
competmve atmosphere of the Ken-
nedy clan to be a compeutor who
won by trying harder to achieve.

© Wheén his oldest brother Joseph
Jr., wag killed in ‘a World ‘War II
plane crash, “Robert went to ‘Wash-

inglon and asked the secretary of |

the Navy- o’ release-him from offi-
cers tramm al Harvard so he could
serve ‘@s a seaman on a destroyer
named after his brother. His re-
quest was granted.

. He returned to Harvard after the
war - and displayed on the football
field—despite a 5-foot, 10-inch, 180-
"pound physique—the dmvmg eners
gy and tenacity friends had come to
expect, -

Kennedy went fo the Un1ve1 sity of
_Virginia Law School after Harvard,
Wed Ethel Skakel of Greenmch

Nov.” 22, 1963, in -Dalla§ Rovert
Kennedy was known as the second.
most powerful man in Washington.
He participated in advising Pres-
ident, Kennedy on ihe Bay of Pigs
invasion and the Cuban. missile
crisis that brought the w orld 'Lo the
edge of nuclear war, .

Worked With '\IcNamala

He was credited with working
with former Defense. Secretary
Robert S. McNamara and  other
civilian and military advisers to
develop the theory of counter-
insurgency to contain wars oi na—
tional liberation.. .

In 1962, President Kennedy senf.
‘the attomey general.on a round- the-
world trip as his 1epresentat1ve

Robert Kennedy's grim and me-
Jlancholy presence became a fan{lhar
figure to the nation ag he.escorted
his brother's wife, Jacquelme, in

Conn., in 1950, and was graduated i in pubhc ceremonies after ’gh,_g&g}s—

1951. He went to Washmgton to Jom
‘the Justice Department.

. % Teamstér Union Investx«ratmn

.‘When'th'e Senate Permanent
Committee on . Investigation was
organized in January, 1953, the
young attorney was one of the
group's 15 assistant counsels. He
became chief counsel of the comm1t~
tee in 1955.

.Two years later, at 31, he was

appomted chief counsel and head of
an investigative staff of 65 for the
Senate Select Committee on Impro-
per Actlvmes in the labor and
managemenf, field and Jbegan an
investigation of the Teamsters
Union unde1 Dave Beck.
" ‘When Beck was sentenced to five
years in prison for filing false
income tax returns, James R Hoffa
became president of the Teamsters
and the - object of a Xennedy-
directed investigation.

The burly Hoffa strongly: disliked
Kennedy and called him "a young,
dim-witted, curly-head smart aleck.”
. Hoffa went to jdil on jury tam-
pering charges after Robert Ken-
nedy became U:S, attornéy general
in 1961, 10 years after gladuatlon
from law school. .

" Many were critical of President
J ohn I, Kennedy's decision to name
his brother attorney gener al, but the
President joked: .

:: ' can't see that it's wrong to give
: hlm little legal experience hefore
e goes out to practice law." - - . -

Jddent's death, =~ | -
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‘ eQbS&ESEﬁrS thought e
}sadness which descended
on Robert Kennedy after

hlS brother's assassination:

.clund to him. Years after

?that murderous day in
; Dallas, they said that in
‘quiet moments he ap-
tpeared to be profoundly
wlunhappy

. Sent to Far East Talks
% Shortly after President
Kenned
-Jdent ohnson sent the
Lgrieving brother to the
. Far Bast to confer, with
leaders of Indonesia and
“Malaysia. That June he
ralso went to West Berlin
o "the anmvelsaly of
yJohn “Kennedy's ¥ famous
:speech in West Berlin.

¢cprogressed . toward the
;general electlon that Pres-
“ident Johnson might name
FRobert Kennedy as his
runnmg mate in Novem—
'ber CT
Kennedy seemed to en-
courage consideration as
P1e51dent Johnson's Vice
sPresident with the an-
nouncement that he would
go* be a candidate for the
ZU.S. Senate from New
i Xork as rumored.

# But six weeks later, Mr.

Johnson ruled out Cablnet .

imembers as vice presiden-
74 .
“t]al possibilities and

v Ijopert Kennedy chandéd
His mind.

He leased a home at Glen
Cove, Long Island, an-
nounced his candidacy for

York, won his party's
nomination against token
opposition and defeated
Republican Sen. Kenneth
B. Keating in his bid for a

second term. He won by - :

more than:800,000 votes.
It was the first time in
U.S. history that three

brothers had heen elected

to the U.S. Senate.
And, it was the bhegin-
ning of the road back to

supreme political power,
Vhere the Kennedys had

brother,

was killed, Pres- !

;. Speculation grew as 1964 -

. J. McCarthy (D-Minn.).
the U.S. Senate from New , y (D-Minn.)

. 1o-support the nominee of

" New Hampshire primary, .

» -

ok n "
v bisefly dwelled in wha t=2—announced and said he; —Prels newsman recalled

supporters described as
*Camelot."
, Not Friendly

Again, Robert Kennedy

-was in a hurry. He did not

wait ‘ the customary time
before making his maiden
speech in the tradition-
conscious Senate bit
plunged almost immedi-
ately with speeches about

. poverty and the ploblems .

of the cities. ‘

It was no secret to the’
nation that President
Johnson and Robert Ken-
nedy were not on friendly
terms. But relations were
not helped whei R.F.K.
began to publicly move

way from the Adminis-

ration on Far Bast pohcg;
r He favored suspensich
of bomibing of North Viet- |
nam in a 1987 Senate
speech. He wrote a book;
entitled "To Seek a Newer
World" in which he de-!
clared the United States ;
had missed its "last best
chance" to negotiate an
end to the Vietnam War
early in 1967. ’

But despite rumors that
he might not be content to
wait until 1972 to seek the
Presidency, Kennedy in-
sisted last January that he
did riot intend to enter the
primaries, even though his
Vietnam views coincided
with those of Sen. Eugene

He said he was prepared

the Democratic Party for
President, .+

On Same Spot
Little more than two
months later, however; af-
ter McCarthy. had won.
42¢6 of the vote against
President Johnson in the

‘Kennedy stood on the‘t

same spot where his'
John, had @an-

" too, would seek the Pres-

idency. He was 42.
"R u thless!"

porters.

Newsmen gathered that

day in the Caucus Room of
the Old Senate Building

y asked him about the chal-i

ges.
v "I do not run for tlf
plesmlency merely to o,B

-ﬂose ‘any man but 'to

propose new policies," he
said. "I run because I am
convinced that this coun-
try is on a perilous course
and because I have such
strong feelings about what
must be done that I am
obliged to do all I can.
"I run fo seek new
policies—policies to close
the gaps between black

and white, rich and poor,,'
and old in this-

young
country and around the
world . . . I run because it
is now ummstakably clear
that we ‘can change these
disastrous, divisive poli-

" cies only by changing the

men who make them."
Like his brother before
him, Robert Kennedy
plunged into winning the
Democratic nomination by

"Opportu-
nist!" cried McCarthy sup-

|

after Kennedy's death that
the senator once said:
'] play Russlan roulette

- every time I get up in the

morning. But I just don't
care. There s nothing 51
;:ould do about it anyway". "

. # He won in Nebraska axlld
‘fmdlana but lost the Ore-

gon primary.

It jolted him. He had
said before the balloting
that he would not 1emain
a "very viable" candidafe
1] he lost in Oregon. i

..—-«—-—-—T i- :;
I But he rallied when t]le
pohtlcal show moved on to
California. He needed to
win to stay in the race

_ with Vice President Hum-

phrey for the nomination.
He' did, but an assas;m
{vith a gun ¢ ended it iny a

drowded  p pantly\\’ay 1"—-

' <hort of the heights' ke

.winning the most, votes 1n‘
“the’ primaries. )

Once again the naxtlonL~
watched as a Kennedy met .

_the people. It was familiar
—the crowds, the pulling
.and tugging of the candi-

date, the smlles the seem-.

. ing joy. .

Robert Kennedy spoke

President Kennedy as he

" pushed back his tousled

hair and emphasized his

- points with a sharp, chop-.
ping motion of .his hand.-

dn the familiar accents of -

But, the candidate knew

the dangers.
Friends said he had
come fatalistic about his

own safety and staunchly

" refused to be

unarded
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Had hoped to scale.
"Existence is so fickle,"
Kennedy once said; "Fate
is so . fickle. How, does
anyone know if he will be

“Taroend in 1972"‘l «-——-——--»'
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Th@ Halree:l of E‘m@ll@ﬁce i
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‘Watching from afar the death of
Robert Kennedy—feeling, how des-
the death of hope,
the.fall of valor, the bitter, enduring
aftertaste of the ashes of burned-out
anticipation—one remembers once
more the antique epitaph:

"Go stranger, and in Lacedaemon
tell

"That here, obedient to the ]a\vs,.

we fell."
Simonides wrote the epitaph. -for

* the immortal 300 Spartans who fell

to the last man at Thermopylae to
prevent the Persian host from
passing that rocky, sea-washed gate
to Greece. The epitaph was chlsled
on the tomb of the 300 who thus
spoke after death to travelers
'hrough the narrow pass above th

Nea

4 Thrice in a lifelime, the coldl

‘noble words have surcrcd up sudden®
.ly, overwhelmingly, almost cruely,

from old-fashioned school days—
when first in combat in Xorea,
walching the young dead being
carried down a mountainside; again,
when President Kennedy was taken

.from this counlry and the w011d

and once again, now.

There is one thing anyone Who
reads and thinks can know thisis a
nation in gravest danger of the
Furies' dne pursuit.

From clammy fear, the Greelxs
called the Furies "the Eumenides,"
the "Kindly Ones," thereby feeb_?y

hoping to placate these terrible .

avengers who pursued the sinner
until he had made fitting expiation
or had died in flight

Our.sins are many, but two are

‘now relevant: tolerance of mindless

violence and hatred of excellence,
The 1roubles in the cities, the
assassinations by the Ku Kluxers,
the book-burnings at Columbia, the
gun clubs in the white suburbs—
these are symptoms of a violence
that is wholly self-defeating dnd,
therefore, wholly mindless.

Wa have iaken explanations for
excuses too long. So dwellers in the
depths of madness or unhappiness

or plemdlce or wretchedness have —Just.

come to $ay: "I feel this way, and I

< his fellow citizen replied that he *

am justified in doing that."
Nonetheless, the hatred of e\ce‘t

lence is almost a more terrible ill. If °

i did not exist, if it did not work
powerfully upon some of thof‘e

i'moncf us, how else should we hav-;g

st fnst John F. Kennedy, then :

that ravest of truly good men,
Martin Luther King, and then
Robert F. Kennedy?

For all their similarities in style '

and speech, no brothers were more
different in some wdys than John

.the President and Robert the sena-

tor. Yet they were alike, above all, in
an inner excellence, -

* Despite those similarities of style,
in truth, the surface was whete the
major dlfferences lay. President

" John was like a splendid, rich-ripe

apple, golden and full of gifts for all
to see. Sen. Robert was hke one of
the American desert's prickly pears,
externally spiny and rebarbative
enough, yet inwardly sweet and
good and full of comfort for the
wandezers in the lonely places of
our national life.

*

.JFrom old-fashioned school days,
there also comes the memory of a
story that seems applicable. In
ancient Athens, the citizens in their
assembly sometimes exercised the
right to ostracize one of their
number; and Aristides "the Just,"
herc of Marathon and Salamis, was
one of those driven out of the city
in this manner. Ostracism was or-
dered when a sufficient number of
citizens scratched the victim's name
on a piece of -broken pot—an
ostrakon:

When Aristides' time. came,. an
unlettered Athenian approached
him in the assembly and askéd
Aristides to scratch his own name
on a proffered potsherd. Aristides
quietly asked the reason, to which

knew nothing much about this

hearing him always called 'the

of Wt

e}

{

Ay

R\

" Aristides, but he was “irritated by v

\\!
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. “p eriiaps this terrible angsdstepo

human-comic at first glance and so
blackly grim in its moral, may help
to. .explain these mindless assaulfs
on the most excellent among us. Buf
we should now be far more interest-
ed in expiation than in explanation.

How, by what sacrifice, by which
national rite, can we cause the I'u-
ries to break off their pursuit? By
expelling from our midst injustice

. and discrimination, prejudice and

haTFediThat is the answer!
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ariet and Horror,
Concern for US.
Sween World

Government Leaders and
. Chiefs of State Send
Messages of Sympathy

LONDON #—The world reacted
Thursday with grief and horror at
the déath of Sen, Robert F. Kennedy
and - e}:p'ressed disappointment in
and concern for the United States.

Chiefs “of state and government
leaders around the world joined in
mourning. .

Queen Elizabeth II, President
Charles de Gaulle, Prime Minister
Harold Wilson and Italian President
Giuseppe -Saragat were among the
first to send messages of condolence.

In Dublin, Mary Ryan, a cousin of
the senator, broke down and sobbed
bitterly when she heard of his death.
A nurse at Rodunda Hospital, she
was told of his death by fellow
workers.

Family Members Leave Paris

U.S. Ambassador Sargent Shriver;
his wife, Eunice, the sister of slain
senator, and Joan Kennedy, wife of
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, (D-Mass.),
left Paris for New York. -

Shriver said of ‘Sen. Kennedy in
a departure statement, "We pray
that his light will be remembered in
the future of our nation as it has
been known in the past. His cou-
rage, his devotion to his family, his
dedication to the poor and oppressed
all over the world have now become
part of our American heritage.”

ton released . a copy of Queen
Elizabeth's letter to Mrs. Kennedy:
It said: "I am shocked and distressed
by the tragic dzoth of your husband.
I send you my deepest sympathy.
My thoughts are with you and your
children in your great logg™

&

The British Embassy in Washing- i

s———DBe Gaulle dispatched messagesto

President Johnson and Mrs. Kenne-
dy. His telegram to the senator's
widow said: 'T learn with great grief
of the death of Sen. Kennedy.
France shares the pain of a family so
cruelly stricken. My wife, joins me
il praying that you realize our
profound sympathy.,"
Irish Churches Filled

- In Ireland, churches were filled
and flags lowered to half-staff, as

they were in Bonn, capital of West
Germany. Israelis clustered around

‘every available radio in coffee

houses and on the streets of Tel
Aviv, Ttalian newspapers appeared
with -headlines saying only: "He's
Dead."‘ ‘_. ) s
-«The Arab world deplored the
assassination, but the opinion was
widely - expressed that he died
‘because of American policy in ‘the
Middle Bast, which the Arabs
consider pro-Israeli. )

At "last the "murder of the
Palestinian homeland" has been
brought dramatically to the atten-
tion of the American people, one
Arabie newspaper in Lebanon said,

Pope Paul VI was told of the death
of the noted member of his Roman
Catholic flock as he discusse d
church business with a’ group of pre-
lates in his Vatican apartment. He
halted the meeting immediately,
and the prelates prayed with him for
Kennedy's soul.

Archbishop Expresses Grief
The Pope was expected to say a

" Mass for Kennedy today,

Speaking for both the Church of
England and for himself personally,
the Archbishop of Canterbury ex-
pressed grief and horror over the

death of the senator.

"I am grieved beyond words at this
further tragedy for the Kennedy
family and for the whole American
people,” said the archhbishop, Dr.
Michael Ramsey. .

'In our horror at this event, w
shall renew our efforts in the cause
of just and nonviolent solytions of

s—guE-Ruman problems." -
Immediate " tributes to e slhath /(} .
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genatar came from pronft——=e added that freprayed
_nent Britons.

'T appreciated his work
and his progressive
views," said Lord Butler,

former Conservative

1

foreign secrefary. "He was
easy to deal with as he was

so quick and receptive to
all points of view, I am
deeply sympathetic with

" his wife and family."

- inseparable part of politics -
in the United States and

hope that the threat to’
before Kennedy died, in

Jeremy Thorpe, leader
of the Liberal Party, said:

-"The brutal and senseless
.murder of Sen. Kennedy

has shocked the whole of

‘Britain. America's friends r
are aghast at the way .

violence is becoming an

democracy implicit in tha
use of the gun in prefer-
ence to the ballot will he
recognized and averted-in

. time."

McNamara's Plans
World Bank President

Robert S. McNamara, a,

close friend of the Kenne-
dys and a fellow Cabinet
mémber in President-John
B, Kennedy's Administra-
tion, made plans to return
to the United States from
Germany immediately. He
and his wife had just
arrived in Frankfurt, en
route to Iridonesia.

 -McNamara said Kenne-

dy was "one of the wisest,
most intelligent, most en-
ergetic and most compas-
sionate political leaders in
the Western world, It is a

tragedy that he should be

struck down in the prime
o; life." © .

' Wiest.

the shooting "will shock
our people into a realiza-
tion that they must act to
cure the ills that have
brought the tensions to our
society." . .

Russians in the streets of
Moscow were shocked at
the news. One man's eyes
filled with tears. A woman
listened to the news in
stunned silence.

Moscow radio and {ele-
vision reported the death
without comment during a
regular news broadcast,
about 25 minutes after the
death was reported in the

L After reading the repoijt
f the death, the Sovilt
announcer quoted a com-
ment in Pravda, published

which the Soviet Commu-
nist Party newspaper im-
plied that the shooting
resulted from American
capitalism and from right-
wing opposition to Kenne-
dy's views on the Vietnam
war. - N
The Belgian radio, after
reporting the death,
played Mahalia Jackson's
record of "Song for My
Brother." .
French .radio stations
flashed the news, they
played solemn music be-
tween news bulletins.
"This should not have
happened to such a good
man," said Malaysian
Prime Minister Abdul
Rahman.

> *
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