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LITTLEFIELD: UNSUNG BUT RESPECTED

. BY RON EINSTOSS)
•i Times Staff Writer

A few minutes after midnight on 
June 5, Wilbur Littlefield, like 
millions of Americans, was sitting in 
his home listening to the results of 
the California primary election, 

■ With stunning suddenness, he 
heard tile news that Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy had been shot by an 
assassin.

It didn't enter the mind of the 46- 
year-old veteran of 11 years in the 
public, defenders office that he soon 
would become a central figure in the 
caen.

The day after the tragic eptsode 
Littiefield was summoned by Pubic 
Defender Richard S. Buddey.

"I'm assigning the Sirhan case to 
you," said Buddey, matter-of-actUy 
to his chief trial deputy.

Relatively Unknown to Pubic
Although there has been much 

talk that Sirhan. Bishara Sirhan, 
accused slayer of Sen. Kennedy, 
wants to be defended by "one or 
more outstanding Califorma law­
yers," right now lie has Littiofi.(tl<r, a 
relative unknown outside criminal 
court cirdes here.

But the unsung, pipe- smoking 
deputy public defender may well be 
one of the most experienced defense 
lawyers in the land.

And he has mote than just the 
scats of battej.

Among judges-, lawyers, prosecu­
tors, newsmen and poHce oOfices— 
those most familiar with the local 
court;—siCltnne-4ttn -eslnlg that the 
fate of Sirhan, a 24-year-odd Jordam-

WLL DEFEND SIRHAN—Wilbur 
Littleiiedi, who has been assigned 
to defend Sirhan Bishara Sirhatn,. 

Times photo .
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aniimmigaan,, couldn't be in bcticr 
hands than those of Bill Ltitlefield 
appears to be unanimous.

"He is complete!' competent tech­
nically and has an extremeyy effcc- 
tive trial technique. When you put 
those two attributes together, you
have an outstandmg trial lawyef"" 

.srid a highly successful prosecutor 
here who in the past has faced 
Liititeiteld in thie courtroom. ,
| "Bm is ethical and honorab^e,,, 
said another, "and what hurts is that 
Ite gets that across to the jury." /

, A Superior Court judge before 
whom Littlefield has tried- mtany ■ 
cases said: . . '

"Bill Ltittefield is as good a lawyer 
as there is around"" • • . •

On his small desk in a crowded 
office on the fourth floor of the Hall 
of Justice, Lttttefiedd has 'a small । 
monkey, carved from 'a -coconut 
shell. Stuck onto it is a sign on . 
which is written the word "No." :

■ An associaCe of Litttefiedd's ieeis ( 
'that’no sign could be more out of 
paace. |

Doesn't Know the Meaning :
"He doesn't know what the word 

'No' means," explamed the associate. 
"He (Litttefiedd) never uses it.-He is 

' always ready to give us a helping 
hand, to share his experience with 
us." i '

It was .that experience that led 
Bucktey to pluck Littiefield from 
among the more than 200 trial 
lawyers on his staffi . ;

"He's the best man we have and ' 
we have many, many good men— j 
and don't let anyone tell you ’ 
differently," declared Bucktey, who 1 
also has the reputation of being an 
outstandmg defense attorney.

Since entering the public deien- 
ders office in Angus,, 1957, after 
more than seven years in private 

■ practice—"I was pretty successful in 
court, but terribte at collecting my 
fees"—Littketedd has defended some • 
2,500 persons a.ccussed of iclonies.

He has actuaHy tried about 400 
cases before juries. Ilc estimated 
ihci 60 of them invoh'ed homicides 
and in 40 of these his cdiente could! 
have received t.he‘ death penalty.

No one he represented! has -ever 
been executed, although two are- 
on Death Row,

■—That is regarded as«-a- 
•rcmarkable achievement 
considering that many, of 
his cases were in the 
brgirnlrg thought of as 
sure losers—ecath penalty 
cases all the way.

Litttefirld is midlst, 
but, speaking of his record 
in court, hn will go so far 
as to say:

"White J was trymg. 
cases (for the last year he 
has occupied an admmss- 
trative position in the 
office) I believe I may 
have participated in more 
felony jury trias than any • 
icwyrf now practicing in 
our courts, whether he be 
private attorney or public ; 
drfrnder," ■ |

ProbaMy his best known
client, before Sirhan, was 
Wiffred Robearge, accused • 
of the 1959 slaying of Tony 
Mirabite, a reputed San' 
Diego Mafia chiefaam.

Becauee a change of
venue was granted, 
case was tried in 
Angetes County.

Death Demanded
The prosecution

the 
Los

de-
manded the‘death, penalty 
for Robearge, who had 
three prior frliry convic­
tions and two others 
which had been reversed.

The prosecution did not 
get what it wanted. , 
Robearge was sentenced ' 
t.o life in prison.

On the face of it-nnd 
thss might be the case 
with Sirhan — Ltttteftekl 
lost. His man was convcc-- 
ed. But actually, the fact 
that Robearge did -not 
receive the death penalty; 
was a victory.

Lttttefielr, who never 
wears a tie untess he bias 
to because he thinks they 
serve no useful purpose, is 
a native of Los Angetes.

He was raised in fash- 
ionabte Westwood, the 
type of community one 
normally would expect, to 
spawn a Beveriy Hills 
lawyef, not a public defen­
der. ■

.since I was in junfor high_cirrrts for his fee, made k 
school," he recaUed. . difficult to feed his wfe

His fahier, Forrest, who 
died in 1939, was the 
controller for a new car 
agency and Had to appear 
frequently in small claims 
court. Whenever he had 
the chance, Ltttlefleld 
tagged along. ■

"Although there were no 
attorneys present, I be­
came fascinated with 
courtoooms and decided 
that that was where I 
wanted to work," hie said.

In Army Service

and four chiddren.
He turned to the public 1 

defender's office where his 
only worry would be to try 
cases.-There would be no 
fees to collect. His salary 
would be paid by tin 
county. *
‘ "As they say, I could 
have my cake -and eat. it 
100," he said. * 

_ The public defender's 
offfce in Los Angetes 
County was established in 
1914—the first in the Unit-After graduation from, , 

University High School} ed State.. It 1s widely 
and- UCLA, Littiefield■ rcognized as ’the dargest 
joined the Army. and the best.

He soon holuntefced for ' Several years ago the 
a select commando-type' ■Caiifornia Supreme Court, 
group calted the "Alamo in one of hs opimons, said: 
Scouts," serving in the .. ..............
South Pacific wit.h a unit 

' for 15 montiss.
His assignment was not 

an easy one. The "Aaamo 
Scouts" went in ahead of 
landings and did advance 
intelligmee work:.

Was it dangerous? Lit­
tlefield didn't think so.

"Heck," hie fanned, 
"we -were 50 to 100 mites 
behind the Inees. They 
didn't shoot at us became 
they didn't know we were 
there. I wouldn't have 
wanted to be up in front of 

■ those guns when the inva- 
| sions began."
’ After the war he attend­

ed Hastings Law School in 
San Francisco, working 
his way through as a 
1 o n g s h oreman on the 
waterfront. '

People in Troubte
That is where he became 

interested in helping 
people in troubte.

"There were a lot of poor 
people down there and I 
had a lot of empathy for 
them"" he recalted. "I got 
to know them and to 
underriand their prob­
lems. I decided 1 wanted to 
help them after gradual 
tion from law school."

But in private pracitee, 
-Litltefiedd soon found that-H-geess I always war

to be a lawyer, at Ieast his relucaanee to ask hrs

"... It would be diffi­
cult to find in California 
any lawyess moire exper­
ienced or better qualified 
in defending criming ca­
ses than the public defen­
der of Los Angdes County 
and his staffi" .

People Uninformed 
' Do comments: which .

. tend to downgrade his ■ 
office, particularly in re­
cent days, bother LitUe- 
field, a man who does not 
bothee easily? "Yes, they 
do. But the people who 
make them are unin- 
iormed. They don't know 
what they are talking 
about/' he declared.

"I think others who 
work in the court with us . 
generally have a high z 
respect for our office" ;

He said the young depu- ’ 
ties, many of whom arr .£ 

\ among the cream of the 
I crop of their law schooSs, 
■ are dedicated and have a 
' great interest in thdr 

cases and their cHenSs.
Litttefield won't say 

much, about ihr Sirhan ■ 
case because' of a court 

_ ,o>■ d er pfohibii.ng_.com- 
ment.



"iffd-miUn't say it was the 
most, publicized case "l 

.-ever had, I would be 
ilying," he said. . .

_| But he doesn't consider 
it the most important he 
has ever handeed. •■

"Every case is the most 
important to the person 
involved because each can 
result in the loss of life or 
liberty," he explained. 
"Right now, it is the most 
important case and, as 
always, I will do my best 
f"or my client."

One thing is for sure, he 
has no publicity motive 
for being in the case.

"Win or lose, it won't 
mean any more money for 
me. And I hope it doesn't 
mean any more business 
for our office because we 

.have all we can handle," 
.be said.-

Los Angeles pohce have 
assigned a "task force" of 
23 men to investigate the 
Sirhan case and Dirt. Atty. 
Evehe J. Younger has 
named three of his top 
men to hand! the prose­
cution.

The pubhc defender's 
office doesn't even have 23 
investigatei-s on its entire 
staff, but it doess have 21-

Accordmg to Litllefield, 
he has access to every one 
of them, whenever neces- 
sa£y,._and even at that, 
Snhan probably will, have

-thobenefit of as many cr- 
more investigatoss than 
any defendant in a crimin­
al case has ever had.

And just as important, 
as LitUefield pointed out., 
"we also, through pretrial 
discovery, will have access 
to all police reports—and 
that is invaluabee."

(Pretrial discovery is a 
legal maneuver. through 
winch the defense can 
gain access to whatever 
information the prosecu­
tion has.)

In addition to the inves­
tigative aspect of the case, 
L.!.tUefield said no dscirionl_ 

has been made as to how 
many lawyers will be as­
signed to the case to 
combat the three prosecu­
tors, but he said:

"I am sure Mr. Bucktey 
will let me have whatever 
legal asristanse I nsed."

Soon aft:er LitiSefield 
jonned the public defen­
der's office!, his boss at the 
tteae, Ellery Cuff, told 
him:

"The only reason for our 
office is to help people in 
trouble.".

Cuff went on to explain, 
according to LitiSefield,

.-'-.that future clients would 
' be friendly or hirtile, 
trusting or suspicious.
They would be of different 
colors, rsligions and na- 
tionalitirs. But he said .

„ they woudd have one thing
, in common: !

"They will be people m 
• ttreuhle and they will need 
our help. Give it to them, 
the best you know how" 
Littlefield rscallr Cuff tell­
ing him.

■ And that, Litllefslld 
_ra.id-,,J.r what he intendhsto 

do for Sirhan. * ”
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A Patient, Painstaking Job
' ' The capture of James Earl 

Ray, a suspect in the murder of
I Dr. Martin Luther King, is an out* 
’ standing examp! of cooperation 
। between • law enforcement agen­
! cies. ■ •
! ’ International in scope, the ca.se 
1 involved our own Federal Bureau 
! of Investigation and Canadian and 
i British agenci.es. It was a patient, 
' painstaking job—poitoe work at tis 

best;. '
Now public attention will turn ’ 

■ to.the legal procesees that bring ' 
: not only Ray but also Sirhan 
BiihCrc Sirhan, accused of kittling 
Senator Robert Kennedy, to the 
bar of juit;iie.

cutions were voided, through an 
infringement of their rights.

Nevertii:eeess the ruing of Los j 
Angeles judge-. Artiiur L. Alarcon 
is disquieting. Judge Alarcon has i 

ordered all persons connected ; 
with t;h.e case t;o refram from pub- ' 
lic statements on matters “which < 
could become evidence.” 1

This could seal t;he lips of t;he 
mayor of Los Angers, hundreds of . 
persons in the room where the' ; 
shooting occurred,’ anybody who , 
knew t;he Sirhan fam^y, the entire ; 
medical professton and conceiv- ( 
ably even persons watching the j 
tragic episode on television. I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Inevitable comparisons will be . Thera is no way any of tee 
p people can know now what maymade with the previous circus-like 

atmosphere in which Lee Oswald, 
accused of murdering President 
Kennedy, him.self was slain.

The professibnaiimn of tow­
enforcement officers in Los A.n- 

■ geles and'in London, where Ray 
was jailed, has assured that the 
chances of another Oswald inci­
dent are quite'remoee.

But another danger is raised—‘ 
, _that .the legitimate public right to 
■ know might be abrogated as law 
i officials and courts become over­
; cautious. ■

All reasonable Americans', of 
course, want the trials of the 

: accused to be impartiaL Nobody 
, wants a repetition of the Oswald 
. m.ess. And certainly it would be 
1 tragic if the Sirhan or Ray prose-

eventually be evidence. Whatever । 
many did say could not prejudice 
the case. And each of t;hese Amer- ; 
icans also bias the right of free 
speecli. And all Americans have 
the right to open judiiicl and 
police procedures within- reason-' 
able limtCations.
f gamesmanship of legal pro­

cedures can adversely affect the 
trials of Ray or Sirhan, it is this 
that should be corrected.

Americans want t;he cssassins , 
of both public figures brought to ' 
justice and meted punishment to- 
fit th!ir crimes. But other Amer­
ican rights, including that of free 
press, free speech and fair trial, 
must not be trampled in the , 
process. .
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‘ Probe Death of 
Man Depressed 

By Assassination 

Sheriffs deputies are investi­
gating the death of a Democrat- 
ie campaign worker who report­
edly had -been depeessdd over 
ihe assassination of Sen. Robert 
F. Keennedy.

Detectives said the body of 

George Mrx, 31, of 3550 Men­
tone Ave., Ws found in the 

^bedroom of his father,. William
MarXiSG, at 5182 GathTAve., 
LadejraHeights. The victim had 
suffered a bullet wound between ■ 
the eyes. A S-millimeter pistol 
was found near the body.

The elder Marx, owner of a 
fluorescent producls company 
In Los Angeles, told deputies his 

• .son, a certified public accoun­
tant, was an acquaintance of 
Sen. Kennedy and had been 
extremely depi^^d since the 
senators’death.

Officers said the,victim had 
worked locally on the campaign 
of_D.OKLrcratic Senator Alan 
.Cranston. —:,
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A'City Council investigation of 
receiving hospital operating proce­
dures, based upon "imperfections"; 
reportedly "exposed" in the assas^ 
sinatikin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, j 
was demanded by Councilman Tho­
mas Bradley Thursday. ।

Bradeey, in a motion, called for an

made public a telegram 
from the Hospital Council 
of Southern California 
commending him and his 
staff for the "exemplary . 
manner in winch the city 
ambulance and receiving 

hospital personnel re- 
lipkoded and performed .in 
the recent crisis involving
Sen. Kennedy." V

Dr. Andersson said the 
wire from John B„heewer. 
council executive director, 
noted that the council has 
"reported with pride the 
amazing speed of tie ac-

inquiry by thie Governmental Effi-. tioo of your department to 
ciency and Public Health and Web-tht-.?American eHospitel 
fare Committees as the council । A' “’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Los Aogel.es Times 
Los Angeles, Caif..

debated transeerigg the hospital's 
ambiance service to the fire depart­
ment. - ‘

Bradtey said the investigation 
should determine "what charges can 
be made to insure more effective, 
protection for patienls requiring 
emergency hospital care." •

• Charges Impef■tections
"The tragic assassination of Sen. 

Robert F. Kennedy once again 
exposed in a dramatic fashion the 
imperfections in the operating 
procedures of the receiving hospi- 
i.als," the councilman decaared. '

The New York senator, who was 
fatally wounde at the Ambassador 
early on the morning of June 5, was 
taken to Central Receiving Hospital 
an a routine matter although gravely 
wounded, Bradtey declared.

This was done, as it is for other 
patients in similar conditions, the 
councilman said, "even though it is ' 
obvious that the hospital did not • 
have a full complement of equip­
ment and services such as X-ray, 

• blood tranfUusion equipment exper­
ienced surgeons and the like."

The effect, Blaiiliey said, was to 
have Kennedy moved to another 
hospital "where a full range of 
medical facilitiss was availabte."

But, he noted, the transter,. result-,, 
ed-"ln-a-delay of one hour or more."
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UTDenies “

Sirhan Visited 
Middle East.

A report in London that 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, ac­
cused slayer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, re­
turned to the Middle East 
for extended visits in 1964 
and 1966, was described 
Thursday as without foun­
dation.

Wire service dispatches 
from London quoted the 
Evening Standaid as say­
ing that an unidentified 
Arab government had 
evidence of the alleged 
trips and was submitting 
the findings to the Unieed 
Staees.

The paper's account was 
written by a free-lance 
correspondent;.
B^.fa Washington, 

State Department press 
officer Robert J. McClos­
key said this county has ' 
no evidence t;o support the 

. contention that Sirhan 
ever left the country, even 
briefly^fter immigrating 
here. ;

——j Stones Conflict___
The story contended 

that the Arab govern­
ment's investigatton dis­
closed:

—He was brought to this 
country when he was 4, in 
1948, and not when he was 

■ 121, in 1957, as ’earlier 
reported. .

—He returned to his 
native Jordan in 1957 and 
was married, at the age of 
13, to Leila Yussef Mhaael 
on June 27 in t,he Greek 
Orthodox Church 'of Es 
Salt, 15 miens west of 
Amman. •

—He returned to this 
country later in 1957 and 
his bride followed three 
months afterwai-d. .
’ —n 1964 he spent seven 
monthis in the MidUe 
East, four of them in 
Damacuus and the other 
three at undisctosed loca-. 
i.ioos. ■ .

—He went to Cairo five 
monthis in late 1966 and 
returned to the . United 
States early in 1967. •

This laittr' visit is refut­
ed, however, by the per- 
Uonoel fites at Granja 
Vista del Rio Ranch in 
Corona, where Sirhan was 
employed from June 2, 

_196G,, to the week ending 
Dec. 10, 1966. ^o7g•
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Sflenfe for Kennedy
Form Action Corps

'. • BY DAVID ROE •
• Times Staff Writer

California Students for 
IKennedy hits officially dis- 
b<indsd, organization offi­
cials announced Thurs­
day. .

Gary Towmsend, co- 
chah-man of Southern Cali­
fornia Students for Kenne- 
cly, announced the forma- 
tiion of the Kennedy Ac­
tion Corps, dedicated to 
"promoting the’programs, 
pohcies, and ideas of Sen. 
Robert Kennedy."

The statement was is­
sued simultaneously in 
Los Angeles, San Francis-­
co, Sacramento and Fres­
no. .

The ,new group's first 
project will be a door-to- 
door campaign to collect 
500,000 signatures on a 
Petition calling for strong 
gun-control legislation.

The petition will be 
presented Tuesday to the 
rlouse Judiciary Commit 
tee in WVashingOon, D.C.

The commiteee is meet­
ing' to reconsider its tie 
vote last Tuesday which 
blocked President John­
son's gun control’ bill from 
pa.ssing to the noor of the 
Ilouse.

The petition calls for a 
ban on all mai--order gun 
Sales, registration of all 
guns in the- Unieed Staees, 
a ban on gun sales to 
pGrsons younger than 18 
a nd the requirement of a . 
RcrmiLfor all purcasess of 
ammunition. "——a

Townsend said that the 
new corps, which is open 
to all individuass interest­
ed in pursumg the late 

• Sen. Kennedy's goals, will 
not now endorse any pres­
idential candidate. .

Townsend is a member 
of the Califorma' delega-' 
tion to the Democratic 
National Convention 
pledged to Sen. Kennedy.

He did not rule out trie 
posribility the corp's 10­
000 members, formerly 
members of Students for 
Kennedy, might choose to 
support one of the Demo­
cratic candidrl.es before 
the convention in August.

Students for Kennedy in 
Oregon also plans to dis­
band and join the Kenne­
dy Action Corps, Town- 

• send said, and student' 
organizations supporting 
Kennedy in Indiana and 
Nebraska are expected to 
follow suit.

Citizens for Gun Controll, 
a Southern Crlifornia 
group,, will aid the corps in 
its crmprign for strong , 
gun control, Joel Tuben- 
rtein, its leader, said. It 
will conduct a rtatswide 
letter - writmg campaign . 
before Tuerday'r meeting 
of the Judiciary Commit­
tee. . ■•■------ -----
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before,-Twelve hours
testified, he had seen the
practicing rapid firing with the iheVange fii'hrg with a freind, David

San Gabriel Valley Mont.ellano.same gun on a
pistol range.
t, A half-hiour before thre crimes 

। another saiil, Sir-han had beenj.

one man­
same man

wats-practicing getting off his Ms 
very rapidly. Carreon said hie was at

Jury Wormed
BY RON EINSTOSS 

and DIAL TORGERSON
Times Staff Writers

Sir-han Bishara Sir-han practiced, 
plotted and lay in wait to shoot 
Robert F. Kennedy, witnesses told a 
grand jury in testimony kept secret 
until Thussday.

And when, he fried, he hit the 
senator with three bullets'—not two, 
as reported saliitr—toe grand jury 
transcript disclosed.

One shot fatally wounded Kenne­
dy in the brain. Two others struck a 
haff-mch apart in his right armpit— 
apparentiy as his hands flew up, 
instinctively, across his face.

Sirhan stepped from the side of a 
"very good-looking girl" in a polka­
dot dress and fired rapidly, "a very 
rickflooking smite on his fame," 
from about three feet away, wit- 
ilcrsss■Tl>ld the grand jury. •

waiting in t.he Ambassador kitchen 
—asking a kitchen porter nervously,' 
three or four times, il Kennedy was 
expected to pass through the room.

Kennedy, followed by a throng of 
supporters and newsmen, left the 
Embassy Room stage where he had 
claimed victory in thre June 4 
Califorma presidential primary— 
and, testimony revealed, was led by 
the hand by a hotel employe right to 
the spot where Sirhan was waiting.

Detail of the testimony at last 
Friday's grand jury hearing became? 
public record Thuraday when it was 
fited in the county clerk's office.

Henry Adrian Carreon, a college 
student and playground director, 
said that when he saw a man he 
identlfidd as Sirhan about noon 
June 4 at tie San Gabriel Valley 
Gun Club, Sirhan had already fired 
300 or 400 practice shots. He was 
standing amid empty shell casing,, 
Carreon said. „ , 
' His testimony indR'ated Sirhian

Episode at Range Described
"To the left of us," he said, "5 feet 

away, there was an individual 
shooting very rapidly on toe range 
with a revolvirr. On thre range you 
are supposed to shoot and pause, 
etc., etc. Usually the range officer 
goers up to thre individual shootmg in 
this manner and he will inform 
them that it's not suppoeed to be 
done . . ."

He said he and Montehano spoke 
to Sirhan. Asked twree, torhern. 
identified his pistol as "an Iver 
Johnson," Carreon said.

Montelte.no, noticing ttat torhan 
had one box of buHess set asrde from 
thre others he was using, asked 
Sirhan if he were using "a special 

| type bullet," Carreon said.
The bultess, Cari-eon said, are 

J called "Uis minl-magnum."
"This type of bulteV' Carreon said,



! "Wh^HlVnetEatesanof- 
1 jtct usually tears and 

splits out into different di- 
rtclions, where the regu­
lar bullet of a ,22-caiiber 
goes in a hole, and when

i it goes into an object, it 
| will come out the same 

size."
Sirhan was noncommit-; 

al about the bullets, he । 
said.

The testimony relating 
to how many times Sen. 
Kennedy was shot began 
when Coroner Thomas 
Noguchi walked:

"And would you tell us 
how many wounds there 
were?"

The coroner repieed:
"A total of three gunshot 

wounds, sir."
Dr-. Noguchi smd the 

wound which killed tie 
senator entered tto right 
mastoid (behind toe n^ 
ear), while the other two 
hit ,n the back of Hie right 
armpit. ,

The latter two shots, 
according to the witness, 
would not have been fatal.

Q-"Doctor, as a-result 
of your examination, dm 

i you come to an opinion as 
to the cause of death of 

' Sen. Kennedy?"
1 A—"Yes. The cause of 
' death was gunshot w°und 
| of the right mastoid, pene- 
: tr-ating the bram."

Dr. Noguchi said powder 
bu.rns on the surfface of 
the edge of the right ea 
showed the wound to tire 
head was infticted at a 

! "vmyg very close" range.
q_"... Do you have an 

opinion as to toe maxi­
mum distance the gun 
could haive been from the 
senator and stiti have ten 
powder burns?”

A—" . . . Allowing a 
variation, I d^t toink h 
will be more than 2 or 3 

I inches from the edge of 
i the right ear."

Switch in Plans
Karl Decker, assistant 

maihe d' at the hotel, said 
that plan.? for Kennedy k 
visit a crowd in another 
balk-oom were changed ."a! 

--iherTast minute" to call foi

him to go to a news­
conference in the Colonial 
Room, by way of the 
kttehen.

Uecker was guiding 
Kennedy by the hand — 
the senator's right hand in 

I Uecker’s left—hhnn, he 
said, ''something rushed 
on my right side . . .tton I heard the first shot, and 
Mr. Kennedy fell out of

i- my hand. I lost his hand. I 
looked for him, and I saw 
him falling down."

Uecker than grabbed! 
Sirhan, and wrestted with 
him as other shots blasted 
into the corridor of the 
ktohen pantry, hitting five 
other persons. All sur­
vived.

Waiter Mentions Girl
Vincent Di Pieroo, a 

student and part time wai­
ter at thie Ambassador, 
gave the grand jury which 
lndicted Sirhan for murder 
a dramatic account of the 
shooting, of Shhan's 
struggte to escape after­
ward—and of the good­
looking girl he saw talking 
with Sir-hum earlier.

She was wearing a polka 
dot dress, he said. It was 

i on the baste of his testimo­
ny—and of a woman who 
told of seeing a woman in 
a dress of similar descrip­
tion run from the Sotei— 
that polke based an all- 
poin’s bulletin for a young 
woman possibly invoked 
in the case.

Di Pierro, speaking soft­
ly, told the ..-member 

, panel that he was walking 
with Kennedy through too 
kitchen and was 5 feet 
away when they reached 
the ‘ pantry's ico-maklng 
machine. Said Di Pierro:

"It was there that I 
noticed there was a girl 
and the accused! person 
standing on what te—what 
we call a tray stacker,, 
where we had all the trays

। Ue was asked what he
• noticed about Sirhan.
: "The only reason b-m
' Itecd him." he said, "there

was a very good-lookinTg- 
girl next to him. That was 
the only reason I looked 
over there. I looked at 
iht girl and I noticed him 
—the reason I took note of 
him . . . Hie was grabbing, 
on (to a pipe on toe tray I 
holder )with his left hand. •

"I could not see his right 
hand; he looked as though 
he was tlutthlng his ’to- 
mach, as though some­
body had elbowed him"

Tells of Gun
Tto next time hie looked 

at Sirhan he was holding 
the gun, Di Pierro said.

"He kind of moved 
around Mr. Decker"" to 
said. "He kind of motioned 
around him and ’wk 
the gun straight out. And 
nobody could move. It was 
•— you were just frozen. 
You didn't know what to 
do."

On the first shot Kenne­
dy "kind of reared back" 
and then began to fall, to 
said. "And when he stuck 
the gun (out)," he said of 
Sirhan, "he looked kirn to 
was on his tipooes btreause 
he wasn't that tall."

What happened next?
"The suspect tunmd al­

most immedfately, and af- 
ior all the shots were 
filed, he was trying to 
hscaph . . . he timd vey, 
very hard to get away. But 
Mr. Rafer Johnsson and 
Mr. (Roosevelt) Grier and 
Mr-. Uecker were all hold­
ing him against the stain­
less steel table.

"And people were irymg 
—were hitting him and 
cursing at him, and it was 
utter confusion. I mean, 
everyone was tryng to 
kill him.
"... I think it was MR.

, Johnson who tried to get 
' the gun."

Pressed for dotaite of the 
girl in the polka-dot dress, 
Di Pierro said:

"I would never forget 
what she looked like be­
cause she had a very 

- good-look! ng figu re - and 
the dress was kind of.

- -lousy ... It tooked-l-ito h 
was a white dress and it 
had tiihtr black or dark­
purple polka dots on it.

"It kind of had'—I don't 
know’ what they call it, but 
its like--iooktd like a bib 
in tiie front, kind of went 
around like that"

Talked to Girl
A.s the girl and Sirhan 

stood together on the tray 
r-ack, before the shooting, 
"he looked as though he 
either talked to her or 
flitted with her, because 
she smiled!/' Di Pierro said.

"Together, they were 
both smiting.

"As he got down, he was 
J smiling. In fact, the mini- 

■ ute the first two shots 
were fired, hie stiti toad a 
very slck-looking smite on 
his face.

"That’s one thing—I can 
never forget that/'.

What did the girl look 
like? , ,

"She had dark hair that 
was cut, I wmudd say, just 
above the shoulder's, just 
around in here. And te just 
kind of looked like it was 
messed up, at the time, I 
mean. She could tove 
changed toat—sto romd 
have come with cutts. I 
don't know. It was ^’st 
mossed up at the time.

Short Nose Noted
"Sto had what looked 

lito a short nose. She 
wasn't too—ftcfally, she 
wasn't too pretty. Sto was 
not that pretty.

"And, like I say, figure 
—he had a very good 
figure."„

He said that after the 
shooting to..did not see 
tor. He said he hadnt 
shhn her before.

Authorities have ques­
tioned at least three young 
women who have stepped 
forward to identify ttorn- 
selves as having worn 
polka-dot costumes totim 
Kennedy affair the night 
of the ‘kilting. All wore 
retea.std after questioning. 
One officer said, "There 

—may have been^CWgiris



lhoro-in polka-dot dros-r----- -But, said Placencia, "we
ses."

Kitchen Porter HeardIt was Jesus Perez, a 
kitchen porter, who told 
the grand jury or having 
seen Sirhan a half-hour 
prior to the shooting;. He 
identified Sirhan from 
photographs as a man who 
had been next to a kitchen 
steam table.

"He asked me about 
three or four times if Mr. 
Kennedy (was) coming 
that way, coming through 
that way. And I answered, 
'I don't know,' because, 
really, I don't know wha 
way he comics,1

First Sight Told
Perez was asked when 

he saw Sir-ham first. It was, 
he said, about 11:45 p.m. 
"He was there in the 
steam table," he said, "get­
ting some picture, doing 
something,, standing 
there, .

■Poli c e m a n Arthur 
Placencia, the first officer 
to reach the kitchen after 
the shooting; said he went 
there answering a call that 
there was "some kind of 
difficulty or police prob­
lem" at the Ambassador.

"When we got to this 
area where we got the 
suspect, there were people 
holdmg this suspect down 
on top of this sheet metal 
table." he said.

The fir-st thing he and 
his partner thought of, he 
said, was the safety °f 
Sirhan. Hie said they 
|'pulled Grier and several 
(others off him and then 
‘ "just started pushmg" to 
force their way out of the 
room with the suspect. 
The crowd kept shouting, 
"He did it. He is the one 
thaFshot him"" ^ —

didn't know who he had 
shot. We .just knew he had 
shot somebody. All we 
knew was that he was a 
suspect."

He said as they were 
taking Sirhan from the 
scene, a man he later 
learned was Assembly 
Speaker Jessee Unrun 
kept shouting, "We don', 

want another Oswald. Wo 
1 don't want another Os­
wald?'

En route to the Rampart 
Division .station, Unruh 
rode with them, the officer 
said. He said he asked 
Unruh, "By the way, who 
did he shoot?"

He said Unruh replied 
"Bobby Kennedy""
"And I said," Placencia 

said, 'Oh.'
"Then I looked at him 

and I said, 'By the way, 
who are yout' He said, 
'Jesse Unruh."'

Durng the daylong 
hearing before the grand 
jury, Dep. Dist. Attys. 
John E. Howard, Morio 
Fukuto and John W. 
Miner questioned 22 wh- 
nesses.

Although they had been 
subpoenoed, Johnson and 
Grier were excused be­
cause they were in New 
York attendmg the sena- 
tuPs-ttHferal. -•



TESTIFIES — Henry 
Adrian Carreon, who tod 
grand jury of seeing Sir­
han Bishara Sirhan at a 

-pistol range on June 4.

PORTER — Jesus Perez, 
who told grand jury of 
seeing Sirhan -in hotel 
kitchen- -before shooting..
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Bradley Demandr 

Council'Probe of 

Receiving Hospital 
„ A City Council investigatinn of 
Central Receiving Hospital operat­
ing procedures, based upon "imper­
fections" reportedly "exposed" in the 
assassinaUnn of Seii. Robert F. Ken- 
ned1, was demanded Thursday by 
Councilman Thomas Bradeey. • .

Bradeey, in a motion,' called for an 
inquiry by the Governmental Effi­
ciency and Public Health and Wel­
fare Committees as the council 
debated transfering the hospital's 
ambulance service to the fire depart­
ment. ■ .

Braver sad the investigation 
should determine "what charges can 
be made to insure more effective, 
protection for patiente requiring 
emergency hospital care."

Charges IhlperfecOnrs
• "The tragic assassination of Sen:. ” 
Robert F. Kennedy once again 
exposed in a dramatic fashion the 
impertectiors in the iptrtcirig 
procedures at the receiving 'hospi­
tal," the councilman declared.

The New York senator, who was • 
fatally wounded at the Ambassador 
early on -re mornmg of June 5, was 
token to Cental Receiving Hospital 
as ■a-soutnee matter although gravelv 
wounded, .Bi-adeey declared.'1--""

This was donee, as it is for other 
pattents in amlar condita-Hhie 
councilman said, "even though it is 

I obvious that the hospital did not 
have a fuU complement of equip- 

I ment and services such as X-ray, 
blood transfusoon equipment, expei’- 
ienced sur•neons and the like."

Wanted Better Faiilitter
. ,The effect, Braddy said, was to 
have Kennedy moved to another 
hospEal "where a full range of 
medical faiilitter was avaitabte.«

.But, be noted, the transfer to 
. Good Samaritan Hospital resulted-. 
"in a delay of one hour or more."

Meanwhne, Dr. Mi. X. Anderson, 
superintendent of the receivmg hos— 
pias, made public a telegram from 
toe HospiOl Council of Southern 
California commending him and his 
saVor, toe/exempaary manner in. 
which the city ambuaince and re­
ceiving hospital personnel re­
sponded in the recent crisis invol­
ving Sen Kennedy"

Dr. Anderson said the wire from 
John B. Brewer, council executive 
director, noted that the council has 
reported with pride the amazing 

speed m the action of yow depart- 
^tn^Co -the American ..HosoKal 
Assn. • ■ ------ -—-
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PhWSTUDIED-TOT ,
USE BULLETPROOF. ' 
DOCK FOR SIRHAN ।

A bulletproof defendant’s dock 
may be built in a courtroom to' '
protect Sirhan Bishara Sirhan if he 
stands tri al in Los Angeles for the . "
murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
The Times learned Thursday.,

, Plans a Iso are being consideedd to .
install bulletproof shielding along 
the eorridor from a jail cell to a 
courtroom in the Hall of Justice.

These are some of the extra 
security • measuees officials believe 
are needed to prevent any emotion­
ally ups.et person from trying to 
avenge Kennedy! slaying as Jack •
Ruby did after the assassinatinn of 
President John F. Kennedy.

Ruby shot and kilted Lee Haney 
Oswald, tIm President! slayer, as he 
was being transfereed from the cit,y 
jail to the county jail in Dallas.

A precedent for building a court- ' •
room cubtele was set iin the 1961 
trial in Jerusatem of Nazi leader 
Adolf Eichmann. Hie sat in a 
joartiaHv, enctesed dock constructed 
dnjullelproof glass and steel:------>> .
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Report of Sirhan. ’
Vt.nl 4aVisit, to riioeasi

A report in London that Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, accused slayer of 
Sen'. Robert F. Kennedy, returned to 
the Middle East for extended visits 
in 1964 and 1966, was described 
Thursday as without foundation.

Wire service dispatches from Lon­
don quoted the Evemng Standard as"' 
saying that an unidentified Arab 
government had evidence of the 
alleged trips and was submitting the 
findmss to the United States.

The papers account was written 
by a free-lance correspondenS.

But in Washington, State Depart­
ment press officer Robert J. McClos­
key said this country has no 
evidence to support! the contention 
that Shiran ever left the country, 
even briefly, after immigrating here.

Background Stories Confltet ’
The story contended that the 

Arab government's investigatinn 
disclosed: ■

—Sham's full name is Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan Abu Khaaar.

—He was-brought to this country 
when he was 4, in 1948, and not 
when he was 121, in 1957, as earlier 
reported. -

—He returned to his native Jordan 
in 1957 and was married, at the age 
of 13,, to Leila Yussef Mihael on June 
27 in the Greek Orthodox Church of 
Es Salt, 15 mites west of Amman.

—He returned to this country 
later in 1957 and his bride Mowed 
three months afterwadd.

—In 1964 he spent seven months 
in the Middte East, four of them in 
Damacuss and the other three at 
undisctesed locations. •

—He went to Cairo five months 
in late 1966 and retunndd to the 
Untied States early in 1967.

This latter visit is refuted, howev­
er, by the personnel fibs aLGrapja 
Vtij•a_del Rio Ranch in Corona,

where., Sirhan wasem-, 
ployed from June 271966, 

to the week ending Dec. 
10, 1966.

On Sept. 25 of that year, 
he fell from a horse he was 
exercising and sustained a 

; head injury that later was 
the subject of court litiga­
tion in which he was 
awarded $2,000. Sirhan 
first sought medical treat- 
mmt for the injury early 
in February, 1967.

All these! development; 
occurred during the time 
when the London report 
souM to place Sirhan in „ 
■the-Mfddte East. "------- "3
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Strack Kennedy
. BY RON EINSTOSS 
and DIAL TORGERSON , 

Times Staff Writers

Sirha-n Biskra Sirhan practiced, 
plotted and lay in wait to shoot 
Robert F. Kennedy, -it was indicate! 
by County Grand Jury testimony 
made public Thursday.

And when he fired, he hit this 
senator with three bullets—not two, 
as reported earlier—the grand jury 
transcript discloedd.

One shot fatally wounded Kenne­
dy in the brain. Two others struck a 
half-mdi apart in his right armpit— 
apparently as his hands flew up, 
instinctively, across his face. ’

Sirhan stepped from the side of a 
"very .good-looking girl" in a polka­
dot dress and fired rapidly, "a very 
sick-looking smile on his face," 
from about three feet away, wit­
nesses told the grand jury. •

,Rapid Firing Practice Cited
Twelve hours before, one man 

testified, he had seen the same man 
' practicmg rapid firing with the 
same gun on a San Gabriel Vrilry 
pistol range.

A fireman told of seeing Sirhan 
tatow Kennedy when he walked 
through the Ambassador kitchen on 
his wayjo a rally in the hotel's 
Embassy Room. , •.

Kennedy, foUowed by a throng of 
supporters and newsmen, left the 
Embassy Room stage where he had

' claimed victory in thie June 4 
California presidential primary— 
and, testimony revealed, was led by 
the hand by a hotel employe rightto 
the spot where Sirhian was waiting.

Detail^ of the testimony at last 
Friday's grand jury hearing, which 
resulted in Sirhan's indictment for 
the murder of Kennedy, became pub­
lic record Thursday when the 273- 
page transcript was filed in'ths 
county clerk's office. ‘

■ Identified at Gun Club '
Henry Adrian Carreon, a college 

student and playground di.retitor, 
said that when he saw a man he 

- identified as Sirhan about noon 
June 4 at the San Gabriel Vrliry 
Gun Club, Sirhan had already fired 
300 or’ 400 practice shots. He wm 
standmg amid empty shell casings, 
Carreon said. .

His testimony indtcatei Sntan 
was practicmg getting of hs shots 
very rapidly. Carreon said he was at 
the range firing with a friend, Davud 
Mlontehano.

"To the left of us," he said, “5 feet 
away, there was an individual 
shooting very rapidly on the range 
with a revovveo. On the range you 
are suppoeed to shoot and pause, 
etc., etc. Usually the range lifitrr 
goes up to the individual shooting in 
this manner and he will inform 
hem that it’s not suppoeed-to-be 
done ..." . .
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He said he and Monte-llano spoke 
to Sirhan. Asked twice, S-i-ho

identffied his pistol as "an 
Iver Johnson," Carreoh 
said.

MonteHano, noticing 
that Sirhan had one box of 
buHds set aside from the 
others he was using, asked 
Sirhan if he were using "a 
special type bullet,” Car­
reon said.

The buUets, Carreon 
said, are called "the mioi- 

• magnum."
"This type of budeO," 

Carreon said, "when it 
ptattriles an object 
usually tears and splits 
out into different direc­
tions, where the regular 
bullet of a .22-caliber goes 
in h hoee, and when it goes 
into an object;, it will come 
out the same size."

Sirhan was ooocnmmit- 
al about the bultets, he 
said.

Another wtnness, officer 
Albin S. Hegge, testffied 
that in a car parked near 
the Ambassador—nnd re­
gistered to Sir-han — he 
found an Hmmuntfion box 
labeled .22-caliber, long 
rflle, high velocity mioi- 
mHgoum.

The testimony relating 
to how many times Sen. 
Kennedy was shot began 
when Cnrnoer Thomas 
Noguchi was asked:

"And would you tell us 
how many wounds there 
were?"

The coroner replied:
"A total of three gunshot 

wounds, sir-."
Describes Wounds

(After the autopsy, Dr1. 
Noguchi told newsmen 
that the eximinatton dis­
closed two bullet wounds;, 
one in the head, the other 
in the right armptt.)

Dr.-Noguchi said the 
wound which killed the 
seoiior entered the right 
mastoid (behind the right 
ear), while the other two 
hit in the back of the right
armptt. . , „

The latter two shots—yard away from Kenney 
according to the w^ness^ ny.)l 
would oni have been fatal.

Wf-''-’I - ^>c

TESTIFIES — Henry 
Anliao CHrreno; who told 
grand jury of seeing Sr- 
hao Bishara Sirhan at a 
pistol range on June A.

Times phog

;Question — "Doctor, af 
h result of your examine 
tion, did you come to an 
opinion as to the cause of 
death of Sen. Kennedy?"

Answer — "Y’es. The 
cause of death was gun­
shot wound to the right 
mastoid, penetrating the 
biam." a

Dr.. Noguchi sain_pownel' 
bairns on the surface of 
trie edge of the right ear- 

• showed the wound to the 
. head was ioflicten at a
I "very, very close" rHoge-

Q—"... Do you have ho 
opinion as to the maxH
mum distance 
could have been 
senator and still 
powder bunts;?"

the gun 
from the 
have left

A.—”. . . Allowing h 
varlation, I don't think it 
will be -more than 2 or 3 
inches fr-om the edge of | 
the right ear."

(Eyewianestes testified, 
however, that the gunman 
opened fire from about a

Switch in Plans 1—
Karl Uecker, assistant 

- ,—marrre d' at the hotel, said
that plans for Kennedy to 
visit a crowd in another 
ballroom were changed "it 
the last minuto" to call for 
Him to go to a news? 
conference in the Colonia;. 
.Room, by way of the 
■■kttcheo. U

Uecker was guiding 
Kennedy by the hand — 
the senator's right hand in 
Hecker's left—when, he 
said, "snmething rushed 
on my right side . . . then I heard the first shot, and 
Mr. Kennedy fell out of 
my hand. I lost his hand. I 
looked for him, and I saw 
him falling down."

Uecker then grabbed 
Sirhan, and wrestied with 
him as other shots blasted 
into the cnrrfnnr of the 
ktchen pantry, hitting five , 
other person.. All sur- ' 
vived.

Vincent Di Pierro, a 
student and part time wai­
ter at the Ambassador, 
gave the grind jury 
a dramatic account of the 
shooting, of Sirhan's 
struggte to escape after­
ward—and of the good- 
lookmg girl he saw talking 
with Sir-han earlier.

She was wearing a polka 
dot dress, he said. It was 
on the bass of his testimo­
ny—and of a woman who 
told of seeing a woman in 
a dress of similar descrip- 
tino run from the hotel— 
that police based an all- 
poinss bulletin for a young 
woman possibly involved 
in .the case.

Di Pierro, speaking soft­
ly, told the 22-member 
panel that he was walking 
with Kennedy through tito 
kttohen and was 5 feet 
iway when they reached 
the pantry's ice-makng 
machine. Said Di Pierro:

"It whs there that I 
noticed there was a girl 
and the accused persdni— 
standing ot what is—what 
we call a tray stacker-, 
‘where we had ill the trays

—He was asked! what he 
noticed about Simian.

"The only reason I no- 
ticen him"" he said, "there 
was a very good-looking 
girl next to him.,That was 
the only reason I looked 
over there. I looked at 
the girl and I noticed him 
---the reason I took note of 
him. ... He was grabbing 
on (to h pipe on the trey 
holder .with his left hand.

"I could not see his right 
hand; he looked as though, 
he was clutchmg his sto­
mach, as though some­
body had elbowed him."

Teds of Gun
The next time he looked 

at Sirhan he was holdmg 
the gun, Di Pierro said.

"He kind of moved 
around Mr. Uecker-," he 
said. "He kind of motioned 
around him and stuck 
the gun straight out.. And 
nobody could move. It was 
— you were just frozen. 
You didn't know what to 
do."

On the first shot Kenne-’ 
dy "kind of reared back" 
and then began to fall, he 
said. "And when he stuck 
the gun (out))"" he said of 
Sir-han, "he looked like he 
was on his tiptoes because 
he wasn't that talL"

What happened next?
"The suspect turned al­

most immediately, and if- 
1i all the shoss were 
fired, he was irying to 
escape ... he tried very, 
very hard to get away. But 
Mr. Rafer Johnson and 
Mr. (Roosevelt) Grier and 
Mr. Uecker were ill hold­
ing him against the Un­
less steel table.

"And people: were trying 
—were hitting him and 
cur-sing it him, and it was 
utter confusion. I mean, 
everyone was try! ng to 
kill him.
"... I think it was Mr. 

Johnson who tried to get 
the gun."



‘T™1 ^de^s of/H-^each the kitchen after----- during the daylongjdy left t;he EmtasyrtBoom 
girlJn the Prlka-•eot dress, the shooting, said he went hearing before the grand stage he was going to go
Di Pinero said:

"I would never forget 
what she looked like be­
cause she had a very 
good-looking figtree-and 
the dress was kind of 

■ lousy ... It looked like it 
was a white dress and it 
had either black or dark- 
purpte polka dots on it. .

,"It kind of had—I don't 
know what they call it;, but 

’ it's like—lokeed like a bib 
in the front, kind of went 
around like that."

' Talked! to Girl_____ ______ Sirhan. He said they
As t.he girl and Sirhan PH1^ Griri'. and s,rVeral 

- ■g - others off him and thenstood t;ogrt,hrr on the tray 
rack, before the shooting;, 
"he looked as though he 
either talked to her or 

, flirted wit;h her’, because
she smiled," Di Pierro said.

"Together, thr.y were 
both smilnng. !

"As he got down, he was- But:, said Placencia, "we 
sm^tu' In fact| tSlr m^-. didn't know who he had 
ute the fust two shots
wei’e fired, he still had a 
Very sick-lookmg smite on 
his face. •

"That's one thing—I can 
never forget that."

■ What did. the girl look 
like? •

"She had dark hair that, 
was cut, I would say, just 

■ above the shoulders, just 
around, in here. And it just 
ki.nd of looked like it was 
messed up, at the time, I 
mean. She could have 
changed that—she could 
have come with curls. I 
don't know. It was just 
messed up at the time. ’

"She had what looked 
like a short nose. She 
wasn't too—aciially, she 
wasn't too pretty. She was 
not that pretty.

"And, like I say, figure 
—she had a very -good 
figure?

He^d hat aftephe 3vho are you?' He said; 
iholting. he hd not se^j^ Unruh."' ’

there answering a call that 
there was "some kind of 
difficulty or police prob­
lem" at the Ambassador.

"When we got to this 
area where we got the 
suspect, there were people 
holding this suspect down 
on top of this sheet metal 
table," he said.

The first thing He and 
his partner thought of, he 
said, was the safety of

"just started pushnng'' to 
force their way out of thie 
room with the suspect. 
Th? crowd kept shouting, 
"He did it;. He is the one 
that shot him."

Shot Somebody

shot.. We just knew he had 
shot somebody. All we 
knew was that hie was a 
susprCt."

He said as they ‘were 
taking Sirhan from the 
scene, a man he later 
learned was Assembly 
Speaker Jesse Unruh 
kept shouting, "We don't 
want another Oswald. We 
don't want anot;hrr Os­
wald""

■ En route to the Rampart 
I Division statil<in, Unruh 
rode with them, the officer 

| said. He said he ' asked 
| Unruh, "By the way; who 
! did he shoot.?" • >I J,.

« He said Unruh repHed: 
j 4 "Bobby Kennedy"" ° 
' "And I said," Placencia 
- went on, "'Oh?

"Then I looked at him
and I said, 'By the way,

jury, Dep. Disk Attys. 
John E. Howard, Morio 

. Fukuto and John W.
Miner questioned 23 wit- 
nlrssrs.

Although they had been 
subpoenedd, Johnson and

। Grier were excused be­
. cause they were in New 
I York attending the sena- 
t tor's funerak
I Fireman Harold Burba 
! said that he was seated in 
I the Ambassador kitchen 
1 late June 4 when the 
I srnatrr and his party ae•- 
I rived for Kennedy's victo- 
1 ry speech in the hotel's 

Embassy Room. Follow­
ing Kennedy was Sirhan, 
he said.

Took Picture
". . . This person (Sir- 

han) followed the senator 
in when he arrived"" irsti- 
fted Burba. "I couldn't say

' how far back.. But he was 
'• in the group that wanked 

in with the srnatre;."
■ ■ Sirhan seemed to be 
’ carrying a rolted-up pos­

ter, possibly a campaign 
poster, as hie passed, Bur­
ba added, (i
- Burba, a_ .photographer 
Assigned to frre-prvvnr- 
tten duties, was still in the 
kitchen a half-hour later 
when the shots were filed. 
He took a picture of a 
struggte, nrt realizing un­
til latre• that the suspect 

.being subdued by Kenne- 
| dy aides was the bushy­
, haired man he had seen 
j earlter.
' Edward Minasaan, a 

banquet captain, at the
“Ambassador, said that he ., __ saw Mrs. Kennedy on the
I thought that afirr Kemie- foor with Roosrvrlt Grier

downstarss to the Ambas­
sador Ballroom to address 
another throng of cam­
paign workess who hadn't 
been able to get into the 
Embassy Room.

"Instead," he told the 
jurors, "it seemed to me 
there was a suggestion 
with several other people 
about going into the news- 
e•oom (the Colonial Room, 
set up election night as a 
facilit;y for the press) iter 
an interveew.

Film Wanted in East
"Becauee of the lateness 

of •the hour, they wanted 
to get some film back to 
the East., • . ,

"So at the last minute it 
(the' discussion of the 
change in plans;) couldn't 
have lasted moire t;han 10 
seconds or so—it was de­
cided to turn right. The 
whote party, the Kennedy 
party, decided to go to the, 
Colonial Room at t;his 
time""

Anrthre winees, hwn 
Meal Stroll, a 17-yeair-olfl 
Kennedy' volunteer work^ 
er, who i;rsiifi.rd from [a 
wheelchair,, told how he' 
"got in front of Mrs; 
Kennedy by accident;" 
going into the kitchen— 
and was hit by a bullet as 
he pushed her to safety. '

"We went in the door," 
he testified, "and all of , a 
lueern the procession 
stopped and it was like 
firecracker’, just pop, pop, 
pop all over the place— 
and smoke-and, well, I 
did this, I pushed Mrs. 
Kennedy, just a reaction.

Saw Mrs. Kennedy
"I turned around and

covering her..



'("IlwaOke a swar^m of 
people-pushing me out of

• ' the room. I went out the 
podium door. I said, 'Goel, 
I'm shot;!" .

The blow of the bullet 
striking him in the left leg 
was '"like someone kicking 
me in the shins," he said.

Ira Goldstein, 19, a 
newsman, who was also 
•wounded, said he thought . 
the sound of t;he shots 
fere "baiooons popping"' 

oldstein testifeed: £
"I stepped over Irwj|n 
troll, who was just h|t. 

Next, I was barely skinned 
by a bullet. I was just 

. bai’ely skinned by the 
third or fourth bullet. I 
could feel-the air go 
through, It didn't hit me; 
(The bullet put a hole in 
. his pants.) •

. ■ "Then t;he ifit;h or sixth 
bulblet did make cont;act 
. . .-in the left thigh . , , 
Then I staggered over to a 
chair... <

- "And the first thing I 
said, was, 'How is Sen.

. Kennedy? What happened 
to him?' .

"And this woman 
walked by, and she said to 
me, 'How dare you talk 

' about my husband that 
way,’ and she slapped me 
across the face.
.? "And I said!, 'I am sorry,' 

lady, but I was shot;, tooo 
I'd, like to know how the; 
: tenator was-or, is.' j

; • 1"And she said, 'Oh, I am 
sorry, honey,? and" ksssed

. met. This was Mrs. .Ethel 
Kennedy. ■ . , .

"At that t;ime she was- ! 
not in ‘tears. She was a 
litte__hysterical, .though-. ‘ 

„ Bu; she wasn’t crying^ '
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Mn Task Force" 

Selected to Probe 
Kennedy's Murder

. BY JERRY COHEN
Times Staff Writer

A select team of Los Angeles 
policemen, each "handpicked for his- 
specialieed skills," has been created 
to carry the major bur-den of the 
Robert F. K:ennedy murder investi­
gation, it was discoosdd Thursday.

Its members include officers with 
"wide connections in Europe and 
Asia, plus men who, in the past, 
have eeveOosed military connections 
on the two continent." ■

The 23-man task force, headed by 
Capt. Hugh Brown, police homicide 
chief, also includes specialist;s on the 
political underground. . .

An equally elite legal squad was 
named Thussday by Dist. Aty. 
EveHe J. Younger to advise the 
lnvsstigatise force, then later to 
prosecute t;he case against Sir-hum 
Bishara Sirhan. ■ '

Younger's Aide Heads Team
Its hooo is Younger's top aide, • 

Chief Dep. Dist;. At;y. Lynn D. . 
(Buck:) Compton, onetime UCLA ; 
football hero and a conscientious 
prosecutor. • j

Creation of both special squads 
was announced at a press confer- 
fence in the Police Building presided ( 
over by Younger, Dep. Police Chief 
Robert Houghton and US. Aty. 
Matt Byrne.

। Later The Times obtained specific 
details about the nature and expec­
tations of both untss.

Selection of the polhe team, for 
instance, was unprecedented in de- 
pcrtmenCal histoy, and its member-s 
were chosen from "the pick of the 
entire department." ■
-An—awareness of "the scope,,..

: magnitade and significanee of this

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

—ecos" dicCaled the-precise 
selection process,'said 
HoughOon, who also is_‘ 
chief of detectives.

"Only those officlls 
whose personal traits indi­
cated complete dependabi­
lity,,. ability to work with 
little supervision and flair 
for analyzing facts were 
chosen," he aeiled. •

"They were drawn from 
all pohce divisiont. Five, 
in fact;, are nondetectives, 
chosen for their specia- 
Ized skills and experien­
ces." -
Preparedness Emphasized

T'he squad also inchides 
a juvenile officer who spe­
cializes in narcotics—tie- 
cause we simply .don't- 
know what we'll run into" 
—and a scientific investii 
gdion lxpelte-"to corre­
late what ws. tui-n up ■ in 
that area." " •

Houghton emphasized;
that inclusion of officers . 
with European and Asian 
connections, plus political 
specialists, should not be 
misread by the public to 
indurate investigaorss now 
lean toward a conspiracy 
theory. . *
. "Ws simply must be 
ready for whatever direc­
tion it might go," he said.

No Early Judgment
Since the fatal shooting 

nine days ago, investiga­
tors consistentiy have said 
that cvailable evidence in- 
dicctee it was the work of . 
one man. -

But Houghton said dur­
ing the press conference 
that poicee will pr-oceed- 
with "an open mind" in . 
that respect;.

U.S. Aty.. Byrne 
otieosed, as he has before, 
that Justice Departe-ent 

-cgsncles are not "preempt­
ing" the role of local law 
enforcement with their in-

(Inelccte page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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iivttiriiOin. r
Whatever they turn up, 

hv nridt, will be dtsggndd to 
assist the LAPD in a 
cooperative venture.

For instance, hv sug- 
gOste(t, "if the investiga- 

• - ton focuves or foreign 
■ t avvl, or activity ooinidv

Jos Angeles, it might wi5T 
y be local ru.thoritins will | 

call or the FBI for that, 
information.- . j 
'' "Or’, if there is ovvd to ’

—Reports from tlm smll—^Uv-e ard inv^tigativejovtic "someohvJikviKew 
vidage in which hv livid area," Compton said. “ - --•
indicate his early family 
1ft warn stormy and that, 
on more than one occa­
sion, his father pumshed 
him with unusual severi­
ty-

Though Compton dt- 
clintd t;o induige in such 
speculation, ths early 
background certai^y 
woudd figure in evaluating

'Police at 'Core'
Orleans Dist. Atty. Jim)
Carrion to- come in four

Houghoon also stressed years Liter and say wv 
the poHce team will bt thv didn'tdo thss or that."
"core" of a total depar--, 

.mvhirl investigative ef-
Worldwide Ineerest , '

trace the four $100 bills J[ 
found in thv sutpect's

the sutpvct'n mental stabi­
lity- . IF 
; TSsv other two mas of

possessoon when he was 
ror■vttvd, the Secret- Ser- 
.vice might bt best': 

' equipped to do that." 
. Asked if Interpol is coo­

perating ir thv massive 
. investigation, Houghton 

declined comment, but 
’ said: -

."Ary agency invoked in > 
worldwide situations is, 
bound to be concvrovd." t

He also suggested that ; 
the local investigation 
"will receive the benefit of 
any woridwkee irvestdga-

■concentration outlined by 
Compton were "the facts 
of thv shooting itself and 
"the big open tnd—thv 
suspect's relationship with 
other people."

The facts of tin thooi;- 
ing, he. said, woudd involve 
such mrtters.an■brlIittict 
studies "testhnony of wit­
nesses as to who fhtd thv 
fatal shot;." ■

"All this," he said, "is 
less simple than it stems 
because of the great crowd 
•present at the time of thv

fort. -
Tht team was formed, he 

explaheed, because the 
"size and scope of tthie cast 
obviousty is beyond the 
scope of normal organisa­
tional structure." ’ 
- Since the assassination, 

■"Kierany hundreds" of Los 
.Angeles polkvmien have 
had a rote in the investiga­
tion, Houghton said.

With the formation of 
the special squad, the 
headquarter's for thv in- 

-VeS;igrion will bt 
switched from the Ram­
part Division to down­
town. ,

Leads received and vx- 
plored, leads received and 
stdl awaiting examinatoon, 
Ke .char a cl erized as 
"nomerons," obviousyy fa

■ "We are aware," said 
Younger, "that thus is not 
just another criminal case 
in which Los Angeles is. 
interested. We are awar-t 
the whole nation, even thv 
whole world, is watching."' 

The tSieeaiiiS he 
named tto his squad, hit 
noted, have tried more 
than 200 homicide cantn 
among thtmi.

Houghoon observed that 
the special polcce team’ 
averages 15 years, four 
monhss, departmental ex­

i pvrience. .
Expertrnvdd Offcccrs

Capt. Brown, its opeoa- 
tional chief, has been a 
policeman 24 years, head 
of holnicide six. .

' Houghoon said ht was 
unable t;o estimate how 
many poHce man-hours

tive effort" that might be , shooting, the confusion
made. । and because it was such an

Compton, in outlining ‘ unprecedented thing to 
the "four areas" of concen- ' happen. But. all of it will

euphemism ' to induatte- _ __ _________ _
they Live urn into the. to ade investigation, but 
Sundvdns, maybe the derived:

already had been devoted

tration that now claim the 
attention of investigaOoss 

, and prosecuoors, noted 
i.Sat one was the effort t.o 
establish premedtteonn. “ 

. Thss, he said, "interre­
lates with establishing mo- 
tivt and mental back­
ground of thv defendant."-'

Background Traced ' * 
' Establsshmg premedira- 

tion, motive and mental 
background naturally will 
requite facing as much of 
thv suspect's past activi­
ties as humanyy possible, 
he added.

This could be interpret­
ed to mean that the pretri­
al investigation could 
reach into the Mideast, 
from whence Sirhan, a 
Jor d an inn immggrant, 
came to the Untied Statvs 
when hi was 12.. . "

have tto be laid out for the
jury."

Special Help

thousands. - .
"The.lffv span of the 

special squad will be com­
’ plete only when every

’ • possible lead is exhausted.

Working on the special 
district attorney's squad 
with Compton will be Dep. 
Dist:. Attys. John E. How­
ard and Davud Fitts.

Howard is chief of the 
special investigatinns divi-

f I had to hazard a guess," 
said Houghton, "that 
would be between four 
and six months."

Both hv and Younger 
emphasized "no lead, no 
plect of evidence," no

"In my memory, more 
■ investigative hours have 
been devoted to it than 
any other." .

Compton has been a 
deputy dintric;t attorney

1952 and Fitts since 1954.

. _ . matter how kooky, "will
tioh and until rvcvntiy • bt overlooked""

i was Younger's adviser to "If fere are•10,000.lrdns
l the grand jury. Fitts is and wt chicked out 9,999 

cohsidered o01 of thv offi- and lit .thv other one go, 
ct's ablvst prosecutors. someone would write a
But;, Comptoo pointed book accusing us of cover- 

out, tiie squad will have . iog up something. Unim- 
thv vo-rte chttrict ai.tOil- ■ portant leads that might 

be ignored io othier cases 
will bt checked out. Then 
we plan to present in open 
court, every piece of 
evidence about this cast.”

nv/s staff to draw upon, 
and it is thv largest such 
unit in the nation.

"That's quite nignffcarnt. 
the tremendous backup
resources we have, men-—^om said latto-alrt 

filled in every prosecu- , to. do otherwsse wwoudd
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Legal Team Wil! Act as Advises to 23 Handpicked 
Detectives in Investigation, Then Handle Prosecution

BY ROY HAYNES 
Times Staff Writer

(Indicate page; name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

The formation of a special task 
force of investigatoss and prosecu-' 
tors to handle the Robert F. Kenne­
dy assasssnation trial was jointly 
announced Thursday by the police, 
district attorney and the U.S. Jus­
tice Department. .

Dep. Chief Robert Houghton, 
commander of the detective bureau, 
said a detective force of "23 hand­
picked men" have been assigned! to 
the case.

At the press conference in the 
Police Building, Dist. Atty. Evelle J. 
Younger said, "We have formed a 
special legal team who will act as 
advisers to the officers during the 
investigation and will hand! the 
prosecution during the trial."

Younger named the men as Lynn 
D. Compton, chief deputy district 
attorney; John E. -Howard, chief, 
special iovestigations divrston, dis­
trict attorney's offices, and David N. 
Fitte, deputy district attorney.

Brown in Command -
Houghton said Capt. Hugh Brow, 

a detective with considerable homi-, 
cide investigatiee experience, is' 
operational commander of the poHce 
force unit. . '

Both men praised the experience 
and abiittiss of the men who have 
been assigned and emphasized that 
the entire effort—meludmg - the 
Justice Department—wlll be "well 
coordinaeed."

The Justice Department represen­
tative, U.S. Atty. Matt Byrne, made 
little -comment other than to say 
that his department and the FBI are 
"cooperating fully" with the poUce 
and the district attorney.

Dlst. Atty. Younger indteatod, 
during the question and answer 
period, that there will not be a 
change of, venue, that the .accused 
slayer/SiT-han Bishara Sirha'n, will

plead not guilty and that the trial 
will begin within three months.

He also indicaeed that in his 
opimon Mayor Sam YortyS remarks 
disclosing evidence have not jeopar­
dized the 24-year-old Jordaniini 
emigrant's chance for a fair trial.

Asked if he woud fiight a chaone ’ 
of venue motion. Younger, said he 
woukl never resist such a motion if 
he felt it was needed, but added, 
"Sirhan can and will get a fair trial 
in Los Angeees."-

He added that the oationwiCe and 
worldwide publicity woud disquali­
fy all locations if it woudd have that 
effect on Los Angeles. " “ ’
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, .Younger plains to use the 
trial as a forum to reveal 
to the public "every piece 
of information" gathered 
on the assassination.

Both he and- Houghton 
said "no lead, no piece of 
evidence will be over­
looked."

"If there were 10,000 
leads and we checked out 
9,999 and let the other one 
go, someone would wrtte a 
book accusing us of cover­
ing up something," Youn­
ger said.

"Unimportant leads that 
might be ignored in other 
cases will be checked out..

. "Then we plan to pre­
sent in open court every ■ 
piece of evidence about 
ths case.". •

Asked how he would 
present the information if 
Sirhan should plead guil­
ty. Younger rephed, "I 
think it is an academic : 
question." -

Byrne said the Justice 
Department "is 100% sa­
tisfied with the way the 
Los Angeees Police De­
partment has handed the 
case?1—’ . *’------- —» ।




