
For dying is our excitement and .justice our fixed idea
and even as the body of the brodier Kennedy was being,
given its linooleesqee journey homie ' to lie near his
.brother •« endfess metaphor of the almost Greek destiny
of America the. arch0^sSlopiic ceremonies .finsshed the

1 small tow of the face come through the technocratic
skin to pay passing homage to the reverberation a
centennaal old story even then they eyes were begilO10gg
to be turned in the ■ direction of the real meat of the
land the law and its justice as Kennedy had passed
into the systems of the Morts compassion had crossed
the boards or the screen of our popular deviesOness
so now t:here woud be the mercilsss other side of this 
cold blooded frontier psyche the trial of a man who 
aho loved himself being snapped who also was reared 
with a helphsslly barraged ctns.iciosisness Video man with
L crucial ,metueit of dialogue at *e sarne paradoxical

. moment he express himself irticulitety cool hip
) arabian paranoia iootaioiog the mass of electric .uptight-
। nee dished out by the Federal Box driving one to commit
' the revolution of revolutions the tranecendance of his family 
to Me i°t° ^aniom at the point of a gun to mount 
the father and mother and surmount them in that apoca
lyptically vrnd region called the light of show blstieess

i which creates. that awful beOigOity in death that rises 
above AH minoMes for murder had become the only
way to crash inito heaven in a land gone to pot with
the belief that reality wan re the moving pictures

And there ie this other ei.de of the buffalo nickel which
has no do with the yerpemtidn of Th.e Boyes you .see •
the story of America is charted in relltioo to the street- 
c°nier in the rtrtgp^cllllcr lor blasphemou^-ottom
of all our lives- where on the other hand the true 
and genuine lxiitemeot of cameraderie first was generated

■ in the provincial Bronx and Brooklyn smaltownn drugstore
op poolroom with its hustles and kidnifty veogeaocee
veoretlas we grew up. and away from only to be ham
mered back to in the stud etuoning Tbirltles [Twenties
for moist of the goung ones now] where we either stay put
fighting waK of wodds and lovely luoltiis cressing our
tSpeshbolds or take the eeialaorr to the Powerho>lee and
is dull thuds and thugs aogwi.y will get you dead
because, everybcrty’s j’uSt wild about Hitter and wants It
from both sides like that madman asked for The Ladies
Russia and Ameriaa to finish his sickchrist off because
,he had lost his senses

[ Who was it McLuhan who said via mixed mass media 
„ any yokel could become the center of the universe
| tune into the ptolemiic hardcore of death become
naturally .methl<rrioll fill the blood with erectoass
and the erections with bultets instead of SpePm which haS 
les and less natural outlet this that and those ape the
ingredtenss of the socalte-d ct)ospiracy the running Oloor-
Myam of vengeance behind the1 mummymsses1 of ill
a'seaseoes—'_______________________________________

Yet the second Kennedy assaseSnatiOo the Other Kennedy
the failure of the posleibi.itl of maiotain01g a htnhlBvel 
mythology with so to speak the brother resurrecting
the dead brother in the flesh marks the end of a cycle
of muscular and even 1 aristocratic virulence incurting 
John F. Kennedy Martin Luther King and lesser known but 
even moire poetic lights Ike Malcolm X leaving the

horizon etpaogely empty and petuoled to the dull greys 
the ipuehiog middle which is that provioiill fascist 
in us all yeannng for that old gang of slipping into and 
out the professional sttit playing the sort of chessgame
of death knowing one is helping an evil cause and a mior 
turned aganst itself which is on both counts America
but she is the only land today which makes one mad 
and in that madness Ires the seeds of a battle a_gaioet 
fa idolatrous moving pictured anonymity which threads 
to publicize everything and so render privacy empty
at which point The Mlchioery of the State bias won.

Now chimin I shill tell a little story upon retuming
to Amlriil in the summer of 1967 I found myse^ at
the home , of a dear friend. Yehuda Tarmu in the 
midst of that same Israeli-Egyptian war which ^ems
to have torn. Sirha.o Siphos natural paranoid glll
t:o shreds and at one potot in the reports and for a
t:hculs;lor other marons as well but when I heard that
six Indians were kilted in the war I took a swing at
my friend later wrote of it in a yoeteryoem publShhed
in Looroo in which I wrote that "I am the guilty arab
with Christian teaIinnes born in The Bronx who struck 
Yehuda this moroion the body pontic is 111 screwed up 
whose east west and middle have erupted on my ibtn■' >
wbtih is to say many things but most of ill to iori.clt:e|
that my frietr<esSlPp with this man continues and I ask ■
you leteo cIosiIi to this dig in and listen continues
not Oeialee of Jew or Arab Amertclo or Russian Chinese!
or Cuban German or French but because of a force that
stands between them uniting through all distances j
and rather than be occult and mysrerOoes let me take
you downtown New York City on the Cuba to Cayett)Wn|
express as we used to call the suOwag fan of the d^
peepees of the new world, on a day shortly after the j
'end of World Wail! when iomioguy out of the euOwag jI must have been puberty years, old I saw the headlnees|
aooouocing the assa!ssSnalt.oo of Ghaori which
I iieiet was the start of my own tovolv’lmeot with the
world an event returned to ever and over for after j
that death ill men were refimtely twined like the
Split skull of Bertin and must oeere see the murderer
and the murdered as one man through whom the
traiiemigiation of the breath of the shinth shlotih shinth 
of ashes blown from, the Gangss must spark with
foIgivinees all the way west here

[Part 2 of "Sirhian Sfrhan" will run in "Open 
week. J

next
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Soviet Journalist Links
Sirhiam, 'Mad'

Srl
:) - Sirhan B. 
as .assassin of

Sen Robert Kennedy, spent 11 
fornintiee year’s of his .youth in 
Los Angeles. “Los Angeles is a 
very energetic city, it might be
that something of is mad tem
po penetrated Sirhan Sirhan’s 
blood” a Soviet journalist has: 
suggested.

Sirhan was only one “phe
nomenon” of Los Angeles which 
impressed journalist Stanislav 
KondrasiX who won the Vah- 
rosky prize of the Soviet Union 
of Journalists in 1967—lhe So-
riet version of a Pulitzer Prize 
—for a series of the Eastern 
United Stales. -

Other cities take on the image 
’of man, Kondrashov wrote in a
three-part seres on Los An

, 'getes. “Los Angeles is taking on 
’ ,the image of an automobrte.,’

The series appeared in the 
government newspaper fevcstai. 
. Automohltes and armamenls 
fascinated Kondrashov. “T h e 
city wolds for the freeways,” he 
wrote. ‘Two victims are clean 
air and public transport, mur
dered by freeways and private 
cars which care for in^I^viduats 
at the cost of collective social 
needs,”

Automobilees "tear down the 
traditional family relationship?" 
The Negroes in Watts suffer the 
poverty - ignorance - unemploy
ment cycte because “without 
effective public transport they 
are■immoiliitzed in a search for 
johs,"

‘An American in Los Angeles 
has a Catholte marrigge with 
his caPdcnVorce is’impossible.”

(Indictee page, name of 
newspaper, city and siaie,)
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cuting Sirhan B. Sirhan reached 
$285,949 by’ Sept. 30, County Audit-, 
tor-Contoollrr Mark Hi. Bloodgood 
reported Thursday.

Bloodgood informed Supervisor 
Kenneth Hahn that the costs for six 
county departmenis were: chief 
medical examiner-coroner, $6,013; 
district attorney, $76,943; mechani-. 
cal, $37,317; public defender, $2,864; 
sheriff, $140,462, and courts, $2,350.

In a different breakdown, Blood
good listed normal departmental 
operating costs charged to . the 
Sirhan case, $104,262; general coun
ty overhead, $36,051, and extraor
dinary costs, $145,636.

The extraordmayy costs include 
overtime pay in the Sheriff's De
partment and chief medical exami
ner-coroner’s office:, altet’aiions in 
file Hall of Justcce and Central 
Men’ Jail, travel expenses, special 
equipment and expert witoess servi
ces for prosecution of the acxustdi 
slhyer'of'Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspape,, city and slate.)
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to Help Press Planned

. BY RON EINSTOSS .
r ■ Timeis Staff Writer

Sirhan B. Sirhan's trial, scheduled 
for Dec. 9, probably will be post
poned until after the first of the 
year, it was indicated Monday, 

■ Preparations are under way to 
bring the 24-year-old alleged slayer 
'of Sen. Robert F1. Kennedy into 
court sometime next week so the 
defenee can request a continuance.

The reason reportedly is that more 
time is needed to prepare the case. 

: It is anticipaeed that the new trial 
date' will be in early January-, 

• probably the day after New Year's 
Day. ' . '

Closed Circuit TV
During the same court appeaaanee 

' by Sirhan, Superior Judge Herbert 
V. Walker is expected to revral that 
arrangements have been completed 
for press coverage of the trial, 
including the use of closed circuit 

i tetevtsion. ■
- - It reportedyr w-oudd mark the first 
time in California judicial- history 
that court proceedings would be 
televised in any way, even though 

■ the only audience will be accredited 
, members of the press.

’ Closed circuit ttlevtsion will be
used so a greater immW of raws 
media representafie-es can be accom
modated.

Judge Walker refused to diecuee 
the planned televelion coverage, 
saying it would be prematuee to do 
so. But he did disclose that "well 
over 100" requests for courtroom 
seats had been received "from 
thirougioutt the worid." 7~~—’.

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/)

•^-^ese^ p^ns-it is understoodLcall 
. mi getting aside 35 of the court-'' 

rooms 75 seats for the press. T’he 
reminmg news media representa-

■ ■ ^es. will be able to view on 
• the proceedings in a 
_couitt room annex:" on the fourth 
fIrrr of the Hall of Justice. '

. Mwt ofthe 40 courtroom seats not •
seit »neilte .ior the press will be 
al!°r„.to 9“ Public on a firs--come, 
first-served basss. Some will be 
occupied by members of Sirhnn’s 
ifamily and security offi<e!ra. .

Everything .whi-h transprees in 
Judge Walkers eighth-Hoor court
room—both sight and souni—will 
go into the secondary court, with . 
one exception. :

The automatic camera, which is to 
be ^ceated in a false air-coodttiol-- 
ing unit, will not show, the jury.

Series ° Meeting's ,
The televtsion -il'-uit was ar

ranged fonowmg a •serfes of meet
ings between the court and the 
Cahfornia Freedom of Information 
Committee, sponsoedd by Sigma 
DtIa ..Chi, Oato’lall professional 
journalism society. •

That committee represents most of 
the news media in the state.

Such ttIevtst.d crverage--a-tuilIy 
, electrons ^tutoring—ss not prohi
bited by rules established for di
forma -()urtte-only actual broad- 
-asting (to the pubiic) is.

A priority system for courtroom 
seatA based on the lr-ation of the 
individual news media (Iocal, state, 
natm^ or intennaoonal) plus the 
_coverage it is able to provide, bias 
be.en. established, according to court 
officia’s., . •

Requesss for accreditation to cover 
-U.?™1?11.™ nomt^ from newspa
pers, magazines) teltevtsOol and ra
dio. ■

(Indicate page, name of 
oewepapet, city and state.)
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trial"court will be large 
steel plates, alteady^l- 
stalled, over the windows, 
They will be painted and. 
covered with curtains, if is 
understood.
' Sir han's appearance, 
next week again will be in 
the special courtroom on 
the 13th floor of the Hall 
of Justice. The regular 
courtroom will not be used 
until the trial begins.

The trial is expected to 
last about two months.

Chief Dep. Distt. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton and 
Dep. Distt. Attys. John E. 
Howard and David N. 
Fitts announced that t.hey 
intend to call about 90 
witaesses. '

It also has been indccat- 
ed that they will seek the 

■death penalty for Sirhan.-
Siriian’s attorney, Rus

sell E. Parsons, has said in 
t.he past that he will be 
jomed by two other law
yers. but he ha’ refused to 
jdentify them. . , - ;
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ANOTHER
Russel1 A Parsons^-PPmey 

for "siraOiTB. Sirhani, has for-' 
mally notified Superior Court 
Judge Herbert V. Walker that 
he will seek a continuance for 
his client's trial until after the, 
Ytiletiide holidays. ; J

SWan is accused of slaying! 
Seh. Robert F. Kennedy in the. 
Ambassador Hotel in the early 
mowing of June 5.

Parsons informed the judge 
yesterday of his ineenitons in. a 
short;; written motion.;_ 

l 'The continuation of the trill,, 
which is set for Dec. 9, has been 
expected becauee Parsions has 
cont.ended he wants a second 
lawyer to aid him in the de-t 
ferse. The second lawyer kasi 
nofy been named, presumably, 

because he is involved in anoh--, 
er trial. ; j j

Parsons .specifically asked; 
that he be allowed to come to- 
court and make a motion toP 
continue the trial to “some date 
after Jan. 2, 1969.” ^ : “ ‘,

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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EW-QF FRIARS TRIA

A

REES HIM 4fr

Attorney Grant B. Coopejf prorn-  
irfrt Los Angeles crimrn$Tawyer, 
will join the deeenee of irhan B. 
Sirtmn, the accused' assassin of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, it now can bf 
revealed.

Cooper, a veteran of some of Los 
Angeles' most pubUdzed criminal 
trials, actually agreed to pariKppafe 
in Sirhan's deeenee last June, withln 
two weeks after Sen. Kennedy was 
shot at the Ambassador. .

But Cooper was then just bfgin- 
rlrg the deeenee of developer Mmv 
Hice H. Friedman in the Friars Club 
card cheating conspiracy case. No 
one then expected that the federal 
court trial, which ended Monday, 
wiJukl last nearly six-months. ]

'( Cooper feared,that if his atto|■ia-

^received a letter’ from/He a^^m’sons are 
Hrhan within a few days . expected to appear witiim 
after his arrest. .the next ffw days hff°re

"He asked me to appear Supfrior Judge H^sHo. 
as his counsel,? the attor-’ Wailkei'to request anotilrt 
nfy related. "I consultfd postponement so that Cdo- 
with .my illfrt (Freed- p
man), who said he had no 
objection as long as it was 
not made kinown before

per may prepare for the 
trial. . C

(Indictee page,, name of 
newspaper, city and state.).

‘It is-anticipated jH 
the verdict came in." Idjide Walker mH nrart

Cooper said he hopes to , the postponement, probab- 
see Sirhan for the first lv urtil Jan. 6. . • 
time today. . ' '

When Sidun's choi.ce of

I-— Los Angeles TIh 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Cooper, 65, has served as
. . president of the Los An

an llOlrney was ar- I geies County Bar Assn,,. 
nourlced on June 19, only -president of the American 
the name of Russell Z. p' - - ■ - -
Parsons, one of Southern 
Calf forma's best known 
appeals ’lawyers, was 
made pubik.

■’College of Trial lawyers 
and vice president of the 
State Bar of California. Ele 
has pra-cHced law in Cali
fornia since 1927.tion with'the Sirhan case cameitc' Paisons Jei-faled Unt he

the attention of jurors in the Frias: woud bf j°incd later by a tjL as a tough prosecutor 
J,., prominent man who

Club trial, it might be prejudicial to handlfd many prominent while in the ditti|iit attor-
Friedman. It- might fven havf cases" but who -was then ney's office from 1929 lo

He first gained a repuaa-

caused a mistrial. -
He told a few confidants that he 

was in the Sirhan case, but promfeet 
that if the news leaked out he woulc 
have to deny it;. He was true to Ms 
word when, on June 27, a wire 
service let the cat out of tire bag.

r fpre se niing another 1935. He returned to that 
cliert ir cornu . office as the chief deputy

' to the late Dirt. Atty. John 
’ Dockweiier from 1940 to 
* 1942.
; But Cooper gained his 

ni■eatfst fame as a crimm- 
al deeenee lawyer over the 
last 20 years, particularly

It was learned later that 
attorney Emile Zola Ber
man of New York, who 
attained a national reputa
tion by defending a ma
rine sergeant againstmlr-

"Definitely, positively, unequivo sJ^gh^LJch^
cally no," Cooper said in a stafemnn■ six sfi”ilcfmer maichfd to
to The Times at that time.

'Coopers, entry into the case ram 
a tout largely through the efforts o 
A Li. Winn, chief counsel forTh

American Civil 'Liberties Union of
Southern Caltfolrtia, ‘ ' • i*.

Sirhan originally was represented 
by the public defender'. However, he 
let it be known through Wirin that 
he wanted to have private attorneys.

W?n,himtf.t felt that, although 
the ability of the public defender's 
oflfce was unquestioned, attorneys 
wdh public stature should be ob
tained. -

He faded in efforts to have 
attorneys appointed by the court or 
named! by the County Bar Assn. 
Wirin then took it upon himself to

m.murder cases. Although 
he rarely wins acquittals, 
tie usually managss to get 

tn --------- ----------------- . hung juiiiet or reduefd
1 postponement of Sfrhan's chants. ’

of lril| from Nov. L to Deci. 9 The most famous was his

their deaths in a tidal 
marsh, also ■would join the 
Sirhan defense.

Parsons obtained one

because the "mystery at
tomey" who was to join 
the deeenee was still en-

defenee-of Dr. R. Bernard 
• Finch, tried three times 

gaged in federal court. - with Carole Tregoff for 
But Pai■sort was seen >the murder of the Wftt 

visiting Cooper several | Covina physician's wife.. • 
times during recesses of | Thf ftist two trials in 
the Frkrs Club tria,, pre-, 1960 ended in huiig.juries. 
sumably- keening him up ' An associate •hf:r took 
to date on developments ovfr the defenre. of Dr. 
in the Sirhan case. .. Finch and lhf pJatr_wf!j;e1 

Cooper told confidante, convicted m 1961.
however, that he had not 
even consulted with Sir-
ha.n or members of his 
family. And he madle it 
clear he would not be

seek omt- lawyei-s willing to serve 
without recompense, and Cooper 
waspref hose-who agreed. , 

Cooper tatd Monday that he ready to go to- l.rlaLu.rl.,l
. v ' e after the first of The year.
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ENTERS CASE—Gront B. Cooper 
telling newsmen that he wilt join 
in-hTeuurense of Sirhon B. Simon.

Times photo



FD-350 (Rev. 7-lb-bJ)

. (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Grant Cooper, noted West 
Cast criminal attorney, 
.as been named head of the 
earn that will defend Sir- 
ian B. Sirhan against 
charges he assassinaeed 
len. Robert F. Kenedy.

-Although selected by .Sirban, 
IS the 24-year-old teens tert; 
•hoice as deitrse attorney 
hortly after the Ambassador 
total shooting, Cooper wtthteW 
amounc-ante of his formal ent
ry into the case until yester- 
■ ay- . 
Cooper- a former presddent f 

he Los Angeles Bar Assaria-1 
lnn- had been busy with the. 
(ve-month trial cf Mmiricoi 
Friedman, convicted in fteete 
ourt yesterday on 19 courts.; 
involved with the Friars Club

Veteran appeals lawyerRus- 
■euE. Parsons, who-Wb^n 
irhan’s attorney of record 
Ince the accused man fired 
he public defender-, wffl con- 
hue on the case-.
But it was made clear Coop- 
r will be the chief deeenee 
Horney.
Also reported to be joining 
dense is Emile Zola Ber

Karine drill Sgt. MattlTew Mc- 
ieon during a 1956 “death 
nrch” court martial. McKern, 
ihe was convictedl of neglig.te 
omicide and sentenced to three 
months in the brig, was charged
wth leading a march in which 
lx -men drowned .■ n a tidal
{ream near Parris Island, S.C.|

I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and siaie-)

A-1 Herald-Examiner 
“Los Angeles, Caaif.

ard cheating scandal. 
The attorney said he 

rant to prejadlee ths
did not 
federal 
an byary trying Freed m. 

nuounchig his invollvmeent in
be Sirteneaee.
The soft-spoken, 65-year-oldr

looper said he decided it was 
is “duty” to accent the respn-- 
Ibility after Su-ten picked his 
ame from a list of three men
arnished by A. L. W 
bunsel_in CaliO)ma_a for the 
mefuann'Civic Liberties Union.

-Hsr$i(.'.Examni3r photo
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BY RON EINSTOSS 
Tinies Staff WrUer'

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker MeanwhUe, full televls;
has ordered thiat Sirhan B. SirharTbe 'ing of the trial was advo-
brought into court Thussday so that 
his trial can formally be postponed 
until Jan. 6, it vvas announced 
Tuesday-, „ .•

The trial, now scheduled to begin 
next Monday, assertedly is being
delayed so that one of Sirhan's 
new lawyers, Grant B. Cooler can 
have time to adequately prepare 
himself to defend the 24-year-old 
Jordanian immigrant, charged with 
murdering Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Thursday's rerrionl on the 13th 
floor of the Hall of Juitirr, also 
was arranged by Judge Walk
er so that Cooper can become 
associated for the record with 
Rurrell E. Parsons, who has been 
representing Sirhan since June.

1 cated by t.he Boar-d of , 
Supervisors. .
< The board adopted a, 
motion by Supervisor; 
Kenneth Hahn requestillgy 
the State Judtltal Council 
to modify, t(.r Rule 980,,,. 
pr>hibtting photograph- . 

- ingt, recor-dmg for btroadJ.

A third lawyer, Emile Zola Ber- : 
iman., is expected to join the defenee 
team later, but it is not antlcipatdd 
,that Rutter .postponement in th^e - 

jlase will be necesraty for the 
purpose of his preparing for the 
trial. Berman lives in New York 
City. - -.

It was disclosed Monday that 
Cooper will join in the dreenre of 
Sirhan, although* there was spelu|a- 
tion for some time that he woud 
come into the elre.-

Cooper said he waited until after 
the conclusion of the Friars Club 
card cheating trial, at-which he 
represented 'one of the defendants, 
te mmcnmctj his agreement to help 
defend Sirhan, _ . .

■ Judge Walker said he will seek an 
' agreement ‘from Parsons, Cooper 

and Dep. Dist. Attys. Lynn D. 
! Compton, John E. Howard-and 
' Davud N. Fids to permit the 
. tetevising of the trial on a closed
. ctrlutt basis to newsmen who are 

unable to be seated in the courtroom 
tecause of its limited capacity. -

casting or broadcasting; 
While a court is in session.

Supervisor Warren M. 
Dorn said .Disk. Atty. 
Evehe J. Younger has. said 
he would be "delighted" to 
have television channels 
cover the' trial provided 
they cover the entire 
proceedings and not mere
ly use a few .excerpts 
which might prejudice the 
community. 7--------^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

11-1 Los Angeles Time;
Los

Date:
Edition
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Angeles, Calif

12/4/68
Home .
Ron Einstoss
Nick B. Willin 
Kensalt

Chanceer: 
or ’

ClasrHlcati<int LiA 56-1^6
Submitto^ office: Los Angele t
□ Being Investigated

searched----- tUNDEXED
SER1ALIEED.______ FH.t:0 

/ DEC4 1968
.1 FBI - LOS ANGFIFS



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Sirhan Trial Delay ' :. y
Ruling Set Thursday
Superior Judge Herbert V. 

Walker- decides tomorrow 
whether to dela.y until Januaiy 
the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, 24- 
year-odd Syrian accused of kill
ing Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. .

While Walker is expected to 
grant the defense request for 
delay, he has withheld comment 
on a request by County Board of 
Supervisors to allow public tele- 
vislng of the'triad.

T'he board voted unanimously 
yesterday to ask that the court
room proceedings be opened to 
local and natK>nal television 
broadcaseess ■ because “the pub
lic, under the constituifon, has 
a right to observe this trial.”

Judge Walker already has in
dicated he may allow closed- 
circuit teleitision to be transmit
ted to newsmen on another Hall 
of Jiustcee floor durmg the trial. 
The Sirhan courtroom is not 
large enough to accommodate 
all represenaatiees of the press 
who have aslted for credentiais 
to'^atterid the trial.

The jurist indccaeed he would 
not oppose' the closed-circutt 
taansm’rt-on if he hear-d no ob
jections from’defenee or state 
attorneys.

Defense attoriteys go beforei 
Walker tomorrow to seek delay! 
of the trial to Jan. 6 from, its! 
scheduled startmg date next' 
Monday', to allow Sir-han’ chief 
defender tmie to study the case.

Grant B. Coop^, noted crimi
nal lawyer, aniOtuneed his entry 
into the case Monday and met 
his new client for the first time 
yesterday. . ; |

The pubicc teIevis-on proposal 
endorsed by the Board of Super
visors was introduced by Super
visor Kenneth Hahn.

He said the tr-ial should be 
telev’sed “under strict regula
tions and control.’’ ■ •.

Hahn said concealed telev-- 
rton cameras are being instaleed 
in the eighth-floor courtroom, 
with cables to run to a fourth- 
flrrr newsmen’ room.
“It-: would' be practical with 

the same teIevsiion cameras 
and the same calbes to permit 
full teleitSt-on covei-age of’the' 
trial," he said. - --------- -’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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. Accompanied by Par-
The Los Angeess County/sonf, Cooper Tuesday met 

Board of Supervisoi-s , for the first time with Sir-
unanimously proposed 
Tuesday public television 
of th0 murder trial cf_Sir- 
han, Bishara SirHanTbut 
Grant Cooler, Sirhan’s 
new attorned vetoed the' 
idea. .

, Cooper had a one-hour 
• first meeting with the 

man charged with slaying 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy/ 
Cooper, accompanied by 
Sirhan’s.- other attorney, 
Russell E. Parsonn, said 
pubic telev’sing of the 
trilal could not ■ be done 
without the defendant’ 
consent and "you are nev-

han in the defendant’s 
' cell. Cooper said he "got 
acquainted" with his new 

, client, whom hie described
as "very pleasant.” He 
said Sirhan had "no spe-

(Io■elcatt page, Mme of 
newspaper, city a°d state.)

I 56/15
cial requests." Cooper said } 
Sirhan matched up the r 
mental picture he .had of 
him, except he was "a lit- 

• tie slighter” than his pho- ; 
' tographs. r I

Cooper said he felt pub- ;
lic televisiqn ' of the trial ' 
would be unethical. j

But supervisor Kenneth ■ 
, Hahn, who introduced the i 
,? telev’sion morion, said: - [

er going to get the con- ' "The pubhc, under the ; i 
- sent of the defendant as ' Constituioon, has a right!

, lo’g as Russ Parsons and .? to observe this‘tria'll"1' 11
fare the^ttomeyS”’’ .-----^—If thE c°ostiiult°on's ^

MEANWtHLLE, a judge ' Bill of Right:’ "was being 
Tuesday ordered a hearing made now" he said, ”teSe- : 
on whether to postpone • . , 
the . trilal of Sirhan until . vso0 and radl° wouId be ' 

t after the first of 1the year, ‘ mcluded m the concept of .
- because the defendant has ^freedom of the pres3 tot 
; acquir'te thie new chief de- disseminate thie news and" ' 
t fense attonney. ^ th/facte.” ' ” 7 . •

The trial was schlteluSed '
' to start next Monday, but
1 Suatri°r . Court 'Judge 
Herbert V. Walker oretr■te 
a hearing Thursday o’ At- ‘ 
torney Parsons' request 
for a delay so’ that Cooper1 
'can ’’familiarize himself • 
’with the case. The judge '
Wasexpectte to jrantjhe:

,’-con^OUaanct until Jan. 6. '

A-3 Long Beach
Ineeatoetnt 

Long Beach. CaUf.
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■ Skhjan B. Sirhan, a Jordanian 
immigrant, will go on trial Jan. 
7 ■for-the murder of Sen. Robert' 
F,‘. Kennedy. Tie trial will be 
held.in.a specially .built steel-, 
platedS ii p e rior.‘ Courtroom 
where’it was ruled yesterday 
tihaie proceedings would be 

■ televised into another room for 
the benefit of newsmen.^ •

Superior' Judge Herbert V. 
Walker, in a precedent ruling 
said that he would permit dosed 
circuit television for' the trial 
because of the influence of 

■ ■ newsmen who will he covering 
' it. The. proceedings- would be 

televised into an auxiliary 
courrioom but. will not be tele- 

■ vised! publicly. -
• - The jurist also indicated he 

■. would allow husbands and wives 
I of -unoors to' spend weekends 
•: ' with their spouses during the 
;. length of the trial, expected to 
; last-two months. • - .
/ The reyelailons came ,during
*- a .’^-minute hearing during 
’ - which-Judge Walker overrnted a 

prosecution argument Kuti the 
j. trial should go On Monday as 

1 scheduled. •
I Judge Walker granted tee 

, continuance’beyond the holidays 
so; that new defense counsel,

Grant B. Cooper, could prepare 
his case. '

Cooper told the court he had 
been tied up ’ 5^ months in a 
Federal Court trial, the Friar's 
Club card-cheating case which 
ended Tuesday. . ' 

■ He said he-needed more time 
tO prepare Slrhanls case, a'n d 
Judge Walker .agreed.

Cooper said he had been 
asked by letter from Sirhan, 
and by au American Civil Lib
erties Union attorney, to repre
sent t:h.e assailant of the New 
York senator a., the. Amaasaa- 
dor Hotel. '

Five bystanders were wound
ed in the June 5th shooting 
spree which occurred just after 
Kennedy had announced his vic
tory in California's-Democratic 
presidential primary election.

Cooper will hece a defenee 
trio, the other members Of 
which will be Russell E. Par
sons, who previously had alone 
represented Sirhan, and 'New 
York trial lawyer Emile, Zola 
Berman. ’ - • ‘

Berman will come to Los An
geles within a week to conter 
with .Sirhan and his associate 
attorneys.

Sirhan, wearing dark trousers 
and a light blue shirt, spoke 
three times during tee. hearing

in response to questions by 
,Judge Walker. ■

The slight, swarthy Sirhan of
fered no objection to the closed- 
circuit tclcvlsion for newsmen 
andwaived the statutOory time 
limit for the trial start. - , 
' When asked by the jurist if hi. 
wished Cooper to become asso- 
clated with Parsons in t.he de
fense, .Sirhan said, "Very much 
so, sir.” . ' . '

Cooper’s 'request '‘for another 
delay was granted over the ob- 
jectoon of Deputy District Atty.. 
John Howard who said the pro
secution was ready to. proceed 
and that the defense-, has had 
ample time.to’prepare its case.

The Jan. T date was- selected 
became it is the first day Ber
man will be cvaliably. ' '
‘ Deputy District Atty. David 
N. Fitts said he was opposed to 
sequestering (lockteg up) .the 
jury during trie trial but Judge 
Walker made it plain he had 
clready decided on thiss. ' ’

Defense attorney,, during a 
news, conference after the hear
ing, agreed with a prosecution 
estimate that the trial would 
last at east two months.

Cooper said defenee invesllga 
tor.-, have intervtewdd 200 wit
nesses and hare taken written 
riaeenenns from 30,

Fits said that the prosecution 
plans to call 20i) witeesses. .

Fitts also said that he had not

(Indcaaee page, name of 
ncwspapet, city and stale.)

A-2 Herdd-Examiner
Los'Angeles, Cdlf.

Date: 12-6-68
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EdittoDonald Goodenow
Tine: KENSALT

contacted any members of the 
Kennedy family since tee sta
tor’s death and it was not: ex
pected teat, the senator's widow, 
Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, would he 
asked to testify at the INiI.
■ Mrs. Kennedy was only a few 
feet from her husband when he 
was shot. ' .. ' -

Cooper, qwho described his 
• client as -a -“very average 

chap,"’ said there is ‘To proba
bility” that Sirhan will change 
his present straight innocent 
plea to onefno,, guilty by 

of insmtiV -
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,When asked if he might seek, 
a "changT’ of venue "from Los 
Angeles, Cooper said: “Where 
to?" -
v He did predict that it would! 
be difficult to select a jury. He 
said the defenee plans to inves
tigate. extensively the jury pan- 

rel.
I Yesterday’s closely-guarded 
hearing, attended by Sirhan’s 
mother, Mary, and two broth
ers, Adel and Munir, came six 
hionths to the day after Kenne
dy was shot.^, _ ;
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Delay to Jan. 7 Granted
So New Lawyer_Can_Grt , 
Chance to Look Into Case

jf" BYDAVESMITH
>'■ . ■ • ' Time*Staff Writer -

D • Starting date for the trial of Sirhan 
£Bishara Sirhan, accused slayer of 
£ Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was post- 
»poned Thussday for the third time, 
£;to Jan. 7. - ' ’
£ j Superior Court Judge Herbert V. 
£Walker ..granted the continence to 
£allow attorney/ Grant B. Cooper time 
jto familiarize himself with the case 
>and help prepare the -deeenee. .' 
;; _ Cooper, occupied for the past five 
jand.a half months as defense counsel 
iin ’another, case, made his first 
apprarancr in connection, with Sir- 
han Thursday, ' '
' At the same time, h.e informed the 
■ cOurt that/ third lawyer, Emile 
Zola Berman of NTew York, will join

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) ,
-^—a >. Courtroom Too Small ,

■ Judge Walker noted ' that his 
..Department 107 . courtroom has a 
seating capacity for only 30 to 40 ; 
newsmen, but that more than 100; 
‘accredited news media have re-, 
quested seats: -I

■ The,closed circuit camera, located 
' in a rear window grille near the 
ceiling, will pipe the wurtroom 
activity solely to the overflow crowd 

rof newsmen on the lower floor. No • 
; public televssion or radio broadaasSs. 
are'allowed. ' -t

, Judge Walker also announced that • 
since he intends to have the-jury; 
sequestered throughout the trial, he 
probably will allow jurors' wives 

. and. husbands tO visit them on 
■weekends. Both the prosecution and 
, defense have estimated that the trial 
might run about two months. - '
- Dep. Bist. Atty. John. Howard 
.reiterated the prosecution's conti- 
,nued objection to postponemente of 
the Sirhan trial, stating that prose- 
:cution winnesses have been pr-e- 
.pared for the trial's opening on. the 
scheduled date, "next Monday. ‘;'

■' NO Trouble Expected ;
But Dep. Dist. Atty. Daviid Fitts,; 

Howard's partner, told a ■ news 
conference later that.the postpone- 

■ ment was not expected-to cause the 
prosecution's case any trouWc. ’ ‘

The prosecution has been con-; 
cerned that a claim could later be. 

■ raised that Sir han's r-ight to a’ 
- speedy trial was disregarded, and 
thus they have objected regularly to 
each continuance. ■

h Sirhan, clad in dark slacks and a 
f pale blue dress shirt;, agreed in a :

(Inaicaee-agge. name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

:-3Los Angel.es Times 
Los Angeles, Caaif.

■ the defenses. Until now, Russell E. ; ,. , ,
, >1 4 1 „ - i firm, clear voice to each of JudgeT S wOrW alone' ■ Wmlker's rulings-on the contin-

Thie defenee and prosecution also [ uan<re, t:he telev'sing of the trial and
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agreed Thursday to closed circuit (the weekend visits of juror s' 
televising of the trial from the ■ 'spouses. • ■
eightih floor courtroom to a fourth^ ' He appeared alert and interested 
floOr-auxiliary newsroom. tin the proceedings, leainiing over

•• frequently to whisper to Parsons. At
7 one point. Judge Walker admon-

. ished him, "You should listen to this;,
’ Mr. Sirhan." ■ . .
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;y~—-^ N0ds at Moth '
4 The 24-yrar-old Jordanian, also 
•-exchanged nods and warm glances, 
JbUt no-woi-ds, with his mother 
S\and Wrof hs four brothers’ ’ 

^Adel, 30, and Munir 21.
fCojP.® -t?ld the court that he Was ' 

^aSked«,WI?hln a week or 10 days" 
’'M^he Ju?eJ.Kennedy shooting 
... to represent Sir-han and that lie 
- agreed oSthe/ond^on that it not 
■ wart h?1^ before his then-current 
work, the Friars Club card cheating.

™> was concluded. . . ’ ..g,
■• < That,case ended Monday and that 
^3^ day, Cooper said, he met 
Sn? for the fust time. They - 

^ talkie? ■ about an hour, he said, 
^;r!tJeg_aacquainred and talking 
,mOttly ie generalities."  ------lk-n6.
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Stolen and Forged Check'Wy
Have Been Cashed by Sirhan

Owner of Corona Store Says '66 Draft Was Made Out to 
and Endorsed .by Accused Assassin of Robert Kennedy

- - Exclusive to The Tine

C0R0OA—A forged check stolen 
from a construction company was 

. cashed in a grocery -store here in
November*, 1966, by a man believed- 

■ to have been Sirhan. Bishara Sirhan, 
- accused assassin of Sen. Robert F. - 
-Kennedy, the Corona police chief T 

■ said Friday. . , f

i from a Staif Writer . . ■

■ "It just stayed in my debt file for 
tax records. At the time that it 
bounced I didn't bother (to pursue 
the case). I didn't think my chance 
of collecting was any good"! Hatton ' 
said! ■■ £< ’ . ' _

(Ioeicats page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Uil Los Angel, ess Time 
Los Angeles, Caaif.

The alleged forgery, which was for ‘ 
$81.57, went unnoticed by the owner 
of the store, Lyle Hatten, until 

. Wednesday when he was contacted 
by the state Department of Justice 
and asked to turn the check over to , 
the authoritiss. . |
• Hattan said the check was made' 
out in the- name of Sirhan and was, 

, endorsed in his name. ,
When the check bounced, Haiiao 

said, a police investigation found. 
J that nine bank checks h.ad been’, 

stolen from the Alffilliich Construe- i 
ton Co. by someone who had broken 
in. - ' • — •- . . }

Sh-han's name had been typed onto 
one of the blank checks and the 
amount had been filled in by a' 
mechanical device: . '

At the time of toe forgery, police 
checking at toe construction compa
ny were told that Sirhan did not 
work for the firm. (He did, however, 
work at that time as an exercise boy 
at a ranch owned by toe company.)

Written off as a forgey, toe case 
remainscl buried in the files of both 
the pohee and Rattan until the 
Justice Department apparently 
came upon the complaint while 
checking police toes on another 

• case. •
Hattan, who says h.e cashes many 

checks from the construction com-' 
pany, said his wife cashed the: 
forgery after being shown, a driver's 
licesrse with Sirhan’s name.

Police Chief Joe Greer said it is 
believed Sirhan endorsed thie check. 
‘ Despite toe publicity surroundmg 
Sirlrnn, Hattan said he didn't recall 
the bounced check with Sirhan’s 
name until he was contacted by the 
Justice. D~sptrtmeot,=-~y;:X.
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Have. Been Cashed' by Skhan. 
Owner'of Corona Store Says '66 Draft Was Made Outto. 
and Endorsed by Accused Assassin of Robert Kennedy

' ' .Exclusive Io The Times from b .Staff Writer ■ ' 1

CORONA—A forged check stolen 
from a construction company was 
cashed in a grocery store here in
November, 1966, by a man believed 
to have been Sirhan Bishara Stefan, 
accused assassin/of Seri; -Robert F.
Kennedy, this Corona police chief _ f

"it just stayed in my debt file for 
tax records. At the time that it 
bounced I didn't bother-fto pursue 
the case), I didn't think my chanc| 
of collecting was any,good/ Hatta^ 
said. C^. g.,.'.. 

(Irdicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

2-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles,Caaif.

said Friday. * ■
The aheged forgery,'which was for

$81.57, went unnoticed by the owner 
of the store, Lyle • Hattan, until.' 
Wednesday when he was contacted 
by the state Department of Justice ■ 
and asked to turn thf.check over to • 
the authorities. . .

Rattan said the check, was made 
- out in the name of Sirhan and , was 
Jendor'sed in his name, • ' . i

■ T When the cheek1:■bounctd• Hattarf., 
feaid, a.police investigatirn foun(.' 
nhat nine bank checks had been 
stolen froim the AltHlUcch Construe-/, 
tion Cos. by someone who had broken 
in.

Sirhan’s name had been typed onto 
one of tiler blank checks and the 
amount had been, fined: in by a 
mechanical device. - ,' ' ■ '

At the time of 'the forgery., police 
checking at the construction compa
ny were told that Sichau did not 
work for the firm. (He did, however, 
wor'k at that time as an exercise boy 
at ai-anch owned bythe company.) '

Written off as a forgery, the case 
.remained buried, in the'fifes of both 
the police and Hatton until the 
Just-cue Department apparently 
came upon the complaint white 
checking police fifes on another 
case, _

Hatten, who' says- he cashes many 
checks from the construction com
pany, said his wife cashed the 
forgery after being shown a driver's 
lccense with Sirhan's name.

Police Chief Joe Greer said it is 
belfeved .Sirhan end(rrtdd the check.

. Despite the publicity rurroundigg. 
Sirhan, Hatten said he didn't recall 

■ the b'Ourictsi ■Chtek: with Sirhan's 
\ .name until he was-contacted by the 
»: Jne|irtDepartonnti . ^=>
£>*“--- '--- -------------------- -----------------
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Sirhan'Chuck Bounced ■

'One of fiine blank checks slo-

.en from the AttiiiUcHi Con-' 
structkni Co. is believed ho have, 
been cashed in November-, IMfi; 
by Sirhati Bishaaa Sirhan, ac
cording to Corona Police Chief 
Joe Greer.. ' !
. Greer said the worthless} 
check for $81,75 was endorsed) 
Iby the man accused of killing 
.Sen. Robert E. Kennedy'. Sh-han' 
|then worked "as an exercise boy I 

,on a ranch owned, by the firm! 
:from which the checks wer^ 

! stolen. ' ■ |
' The check1, bounced became^ 

,.payment had been stopped feri 
the theft. j
Corona store owners Lye Rat

tan tuned the check over' Gils 
week to invesligalos;fmyhc 
state aUdreey generaiITofTice..

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Television and the Sirhan. Trial
SSUE: Would the itlle'retts of 'justice be 
swed by allowing live TV coverage of the 
proceedings against the accused assassin? .

? The Los Angeles County Board of 
; Supervisors last v.^k endorsed a motion 
’to ask the State Judicial Council to modify 
present California Ruhs of Court so as to 

• permit live television coverage of the 
; pending Mal of Sirhan Sirhan, the accused 
., wsassm of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. _ 
• Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, author of 
(the motion, argued that it was the public's 

■ "constitutional right" to view the trial. He 
;cited Article VI of the Bill of Rights, which 
; says in, part.; "In all criminal prosecutiolts) 
the accuised shall enjoy the light to'a 

' speedy and public trial- by an impartial 
, Jury of the st:ate and district wherein the 
• crime shall have been committed." ‘

Hahn maintained that teIevision and 
radio should have the same rights as the 

; written press to cover Mas;. Represente
Lives of those meda do, of course, have the 

' same righss. What they are denied, and 
quite properly, is the use of their electronic 
equipment in the courtroom. Still cameras 
are similarly banned from t:he courts while

. a trial is actuaUy in progress. . ■ '
: Article VI of the Bill of Rights is part of

the public's constitutional protections 
insofar as it applies to .individuass. The 
purpose of a public trial is primarily to 
protect the accused by ensuring that. the. 
processes of justice are fairly carried out:. 
All courtrooms have limteed seating 

_ crprc:itles. The presence of the press 
guarantees, among, other things, that a 
courtroom cannot be "packed"" by speCtr-' 
tors favorite one side. . , ; -J/

To introduce TV crmerrss or recording 
equipment into a courtroom is to run t:he 
risk of transforming a public trial into a 

■ trial by publicity. Former California Atty.
Gen. (now a state Supreme Court justice) 
Stanley Mosk noted five years ago that "a 
witness who knows he is 'on camera1 is 

,likely v to be acting instead of relatmg’ 
facts." • ‘ ' -

No one denies there-is great, interest in 
the Sirten rase. It is preetsely becauee of 
that it1telett and attendant emotions that 
special rare must be tak^ to rvoid.tultlmg 
the trial into an entertainment spectacle. 
In this case as in all others considerations 
of justice must take precedence.

The rights of all prrtits.it the case, and 
the public's right to know, can be fully 
served without live TV coverpage. The. 
Board of Supenissoss should rescind the 
motion. - ■ ^------ i

(Itdlcrte page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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“Supervisor Hahn Offers ArgumenT

I feel the citizens have a right to .be 
informed and to observe our courts.

I agree with those portions of your 
editor^1 (Dec. 12) regcrdtng the risk of 
’transforming a public trial into a trial by 
publicity."' I do not advocate this nor would 
I support; televistng (the Sirhan) trial if 
there had to be cameras, crews and caNes 
.strewn across the floor.

There is already a hidden tclcvisron 
camera in this courtroom. • ’
; It is in one of the air conditioning units 
over the-window and its lens will cover most 
of the .courtroom,' including the judge and 
winnesses but not'the jury. There is already 
a t.clevisron cable from the eighth flrrt■ 
courtroom to a frtmct jury room on the 
fourth floor which is'being converted for an 
additional 100 reporeess to cover the trial.

I woudl object to extra cameras in the 
courtroom. However, since we have Channel

TWhether Rue 980 is amended this year or ; 
next, I predict that in the n^ tor distent 
future certain other courtroom .proceedings 
will be opened to tclcvisron if it serves the 
best ineeeesss of the pubhc, th.e accused an * 
the court.

■ • KENNETH Ha
Supe]ViSr(tr, Second Strict 

Los Angetei

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I wish to commend The Times for fe 
■ editorial (Dec. 12) "Television and the 
!Sirhan Trial,” opposing the television cover
age of ctimiec1 trials as an uncrnstttutiecal 
"trial by publicity."1 -

Tiie California RuIcs of Court wisely 
prohibit the televistng of any ctimincl tral 
'for the sound reasons set forth in ^outj 
| I . .M^-k.^^— ..—••y——^_w-- ._ .., — , —r- 
t'ditrriae. The object of a criminal trial murt; 
remain a calm search for the truthand ert ae

s. source of public diversLon.

Ur6 Los Angeles
*m“’
Los Angeles, Cdif.

28 (which is an educational, non-profit , 
television channel in Los Angeles), it would 
seem lo me simpfe and practical that this 
station could connect to the receiver on the , 
fourth floor and’ broadcast the entire ' 
proceedings. No one in the court room ’ ' 
would see the camera. There woudd be no 
disturbance. Yet;, the public woudd have the 
opportunity to witness this historic trial.

ARTHUR L. ALARCON 
Judge, Superior-Court 

. • .Los Angeles

Whether or not th.e Judicial Council of 
Ca1ifctlmia modiiees Rule 980 (which prohi
bits •,p)horogapphtgg, recordmg for broad
casting or broadcasting while court is in 
session"), I believe a video tape recordmg of 
the trial should be made not only for the 
benefit of appeals but the benefit of the 
public and in the best interest of justice.

I share your crncetn that we do not want 
to matte ths trial into an "entertamment 
spectacle" in which the wrtnessstss, judges 
and lawyess woudl tie constantly, aware of 
the camera. I believe both the prosecution 
and the deeenee, as well as the judge, the 
jury and the witnesses—whether or not 
there is a camera or reporteers-will do 
everything withm their power to present 
the facts to the jury in the highest tradition 
tf’Amencni ju^ipprdCence. " ’
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

SUPREME CqUrt - : 

refuses™ upset v 
S1RHAN0EWS BAN L 

‘ , The U.S. Supreme Court Monclay 
• refused to upset a Los Angeles 
' Superior Court order restricting the 

release of information in the case of 
' Sirhan B. Sirhan, accused assassin 

of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. ,
i’, Dist. Atty. Evelte J. Younger had 

appealed the order, charging it. . 
faded to balance t.he need for a fair, 
trial with the right of free speech. -

But attorneys for the Superior 
Court pointed out that without some 
restricUon, prejudicial publicity was 
likely to occur-. They contended 

. there was no restraint of free speech ■ 
because the order was not directed 
to news media. .

Superior Judge Arthur L. Alarcon 
issued t.he order June 7. The order 
was directed against attorneys, 
police, grand juoorn, subpoenaed 
witnesses and - others officially con
nected with the case.

It directs them not to nekase or 
give opinions about evidence, doc
uments, exhibks or similar aspecte 
of tlrn case, on penalty of "swift 
action to punfch for contempt."

Younger’s; challenge of the order 
previously was denied by the State 
Court of Appeal. The State Supreme 
CourUefysed to review i.t. The trial 
is scheduled to start Jan. 6. - ■ .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspapen, city and state.)
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amed
Dsrsnss'ForSorhan

New York AttormyLEmn Zola 
BermaiOas been approved as 
theWlmember of the defense 
team of Sirhan B. Sirhan, ac- 
cosed slayer of. Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. .

Sirhan gave approval to Ber
man yesterday during a brief 
hearing in a small 14th floor 
courtroom of the Hall of Jus- 

| tice. , .
Superior Judge Herbert V.

Walker asked Sirlian if he ap
proVed .of Berman and t;he Jor

(locked in) during the trial. j
Argument against isolating 

the jury were ma.de by prosecu
tor John Howard, who contend
ed the court’s restrictive niHngs 
to the press eliminafed harm to 
the jury., ’ ■

Dsfenfe attorney Cooper 
argued that sequestering was 
nfcfssary and „ then formally 
motioned for the isolation of the 
jury, ’with the undfrs>tanding 

. jury members could visit with 
their faimliess on weekends.

Judge Walker, in issuing his 
order, said, ‘‘Im not concerned 
with the press’ handUng of Ms ’ 
case; Im more worried jury 
members might be harrasssed.

The judge then reveae«i that 
he himseff had received maieed 
threats, including a lfttfr whch 
advised him to “make sure my 
insurance is paid up."

danian immigrant repMed, ‘‘Yes 
sir, I do.”

Berman Jobs West C°ast at- 
itoneeys Russell E. Parson® and 
Grant Cooper in preparing the 
defense fa the murder tn^ 
,which starts Jan. 7.
i Also during the hearing yes- 
■lerdayJHdge Walker formally 
ordered the jury be sfquestfrfd

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and statf.)

A-3 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, Caalf.
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N.Y. Attorney Joins

Assassination Trial

A BY DAVE SMITH 
- ' • ' Times Stafl Writer

New Y^rk/toiniey Emils

•----- Judge Walker repUed that he wis "
concerned that jurors not be sub
jected to threats or harassment after . 
the trial opens, addling. that he 

i himself has already received mailed 
I threass. , >
| The jurist said that persons 
invoived in triak "tiecome caaa- 
hardened" to harassment and "don't 
experience the same appehension, 

ja as jurors, with phone calls and cars ;

(InSicatt page, name of 
sawapaptl, city and state.)

H4 Los Angeles Time 
Los Angelttl Cdlf.

' Berman lly joined two Los
iiehs/awyara Wednesday in de

fense of ■ Sirhan’ Bishara Sirhan, 
‘ accused slayer of Sen. Robert F. 
■ Kennedy.

. Asked how the dtfensa team 
.would dlrtit its efforts, the 65-year- 
old Berman told newsmen that they 

• hoped, "to some extern,, for exonera
rion. We are hoping to save his life.

’ Berman, in a brief hearing bef 
' Superior Judge Htrbar

was admitted to practices in lifor-  
-nia for thadutatirn of Sirhan's trial,  
scheduled to begin Jan. 7^e joins 
prominent defente attorfe Grant

er.

driving by the house at night."
Judge Walker repeated his earlier- 

intention to allow spouses to visit 
jurors ?on weekends—a plan to 
which neither the defen5e or prose
cution objected. '

Sirhan, cleanshaven and dressedl 
in the /usual pale blue dress shirt, 
spoke only four wows during the 
short healing. "Yes sir-, I do," he told 
Judge Walker when asked if he 
accepted. Berman on_ the defence 
team. ' ’ ' , " ’

’ Quiet and Rttttvtd
i Berman, like Parsons, appeared a 
l quiet, reserved figure, in contrast to 
the jovial, affabte Cooper.

[ Cooper introdueed Berman to 
"y.iml*"

'ECooper^,and Russell /Parsons in • .viem asked now m ca 
efendi the •^fytawrlS^JO«sa^^ nickname, Berman said:
Judge -Walker, w/o will preside ’ sidewalls of New York, 

- over-, the trial, also annouiiced he ■ ■■ - --
will lock up the jurors at night andl- 
’over wttkenda throughout the trail.

: When asked how hie came by the
On the

:, you can't
get along with the name Emile
Zola."

Date: 12/19/68
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Author: Dave Smith
Editor: Nick B. Wiliam
Tite: Kensalt

. _ Berman, a Jew, was atktd_if his
which is expected to consume at i ethmc background! were tignlfiiant 

■ least three months. ' • / in his selection. Sirhan's alleged
anti-Zoomst feelings have been wide- 

■ ly regarded as a faitrr in tie slaying 
, „ L - . i of Kennedy, who had advocated U.S.

argued that sequestering the jury miliaiy aid to Israel. .Berman 
would wrtk an intolerable hardship . repH^ that t.he subject had never

Called Intoleabble Hardship ■
Asst. Dist. Atty. John Howard

on many prospective jurors. and 
wouM t.hius make it haIdll!r to 
impanel a jury and limit the broad 
sociological base from which jurors 
should be drawn. . *—

been daicuated.
Berman is best known for his 1956  

1 defense rf/^Iarine Drill Sgt Mat- 
jhtw.M£KtO|a• ltadtr of thahliruit 
death matich,’ in which six marines 

• drowne in a stream near Parris 
Isamd, .C. McKeon was convicted 
of negligent hmmcide and spent 
thnermonths in the brig. ?__

£ltr?
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THEY'LL DEFEND SIRHAN—Emile Zola Berman, and Grant Cooper in the defense of Sirhan Bisham
nghTfer formally joining Russell Parsons, left, Strhan, the accused slayer of Sen. RobertTTKe^^
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DSA7Told to Ciive DefenseA 
Evidence' Beneficial to Sirhan

Deputy Agrees to Motion at Hearing, Notes That His 
.Office Already Has Provided Most of What Is Requested 

- i , BY JOHN DREYFUSS ’
■ ■• • . Times Staff Writer -

The District Attorney's office was 
ordered Monday to share with 
Sirhan B. Sirhan's defense attorneys 
all evidence which might specifica!- 
ly aid the man accused of assassinat
ing Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker 
issued the or-der on a routine motion 
by Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan's 
three lawyers. ,

,Dep. Dist. Atty. John E!. Howard 
readHyagreed to .the morion, noting

that his office has already provided 
most of what it requested. •

Sirhan was present for the 15- 
minute hearing in the special Hall 
of Justus courtroom, but said 
nothing except "yes, sir" in answer 
.to several questions. ' •

At Cooper's request;, the judge, 
ordered Howard to invesiigate a 
report that Sirhan may have forged 
an $81.57 check in .1966.

Cooper, who maintained Sirhan 
did not commit the alleged forgery, 
said a recent news story iniiicated 
he might have and was misleadmg 
and harmful to his client.. ,

The attorney also said‘he had 
invited a noted psychiatrist and 
expert on criminoigyy to examine 
Sirhan.
■ Dr. Bernard Diamond, a psychia
trist, and professor of criminology 
and law at UC Bfrketey, had seen 
Sirhan, Copper said. .

Cooper said he had asked Diamond 
to visit Sirhan because it is his duty 
as a lawyer to "examine any and all 
possible defenfss." •

Sirhan agreed to be inocutafed 
against the Hong Kong flu,' and 
Walker ordered the shot admim-- 
tered to help insure that the trial 
hfgin-ar"Skh^eulfe on J’anrTr-'1

(Ineicatf page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

IH Los Angeles Time
Los Angeles, Gatif.•
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I JUST ANOTHER FACE in the crowd . . . or? Herald-Examiner 
photographer Bob Shultz in reviewing the pictures he took on the-night 
the late Sen. Robert Kennedy was assassinated was suddenly steuck by 
a face in the crowd, the crowd that had gathered at theAmbassador Hotel 
in victory celebration following the election victory in California of Senator 
Kennedy. To Schultz and others who studied the pictiire and the enlarge-, 
ment, the face had the characteristics of accused assassin Siihian B. 
Sirhan. But two olhte factors intrigued those who stuped the pictures. 
One was that the “face in the crowd” was stationed to the right of the 
speaker’s stand near the exits that Senator Kennedy later took toward the 
kitchen and his death. The other was the “polka-dot'Mike coat of the 
woman-who was standnng nrar the “face” in question. Investigators from 
the Los Angeees Police Depaelment were presented with the picturi!s. 
They have refused to make any positive idtntificrtion, ruing out any other 
connection between the “face” and the assassination. They do print out 
that the hand raised near the “face” apparently belonged to someone 
else in the crowd. An official Los Angeles Police Depaetme^t photo as 
displayed after the assassinatinii by Police Chief Tom Reddn is shown for 
comparsonii with the new pictures of 'the face in the crowd' the night Sen-, 
afor Kennedy was shot.,The trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan is schedrien go begin 
on January 7. ' _ - ■ • ----------e
Arrow, at left, in top '"
photo points to mm) 
bearing ekskmbin^te to!
accused assassin of Sena-
for Robert Kannedy. Pit-

A-4 Herald-Examiner
Los Abeles, CoWf..
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ture was made at Ken-, 
nedy victoi-y celebration^ 
momen’s before the Sen-[ 
ator was slain. Detail of! 
man's appearnnee are, 
enlarged m blewup at 
left. Compar’oon of the 
unidentiiied person and 
Sirhan can be made by' 
the photo of Kennedy 
suspkll displayed by P°- 
liCkJ:hi,ef Thoma’S Red- 
din, right. ~- —'.
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■ Sirhan Bishara Sirhati, flCtSlg trial 
next week in the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was 
cieared Monday - of any’ connection 
with the theft and forgery of a 
.payroll check made out in hits name 
in 1966. . ' ’

One of Sirhan's attorneys, Grant B. 
Cooper, had asked a pofice investiga
tion , to clear Sirhan's name after 
existence of the forged check was 

■ disclosed last Dec. 7.
Dep. Police Chief . Robert A. 

• Houghton carried out the investiga
tion at t.he order of Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker’. ■ ’ . ■
’ Among.Several Stolen .

Houghoon said the check. was 
made out to Sirhan Sirhan against 

■ Aliiflacch. ColS5tructioll’ Co. on Now 
■ 14, 1966, for $81.57, repreienting 
Sir-han's pay' as a racehorse exerase 
boy. The check was signed by the 
bookkeeper of the Granja Gtsta de!_ 
Rio Ranch, which is owned by the , 
constIUictlsll company.. ', ' 
i Houghton said the check was J 
among several .stolen from the I 

■ company's -offices. It was never in: 
Sirhan.'s hands. Sirhan's name was 
forged to the stolen check and it was 
cashed at a Corona grocery store.

. The unsolved forgery case came to 
light when the Justce Department. 
was checking police f:Ltes m another , 
case. ' i

Houghton said there is now a, 
suspect in the forgery,and the case; 
is under ■investigatinn by Corona, 

; poUt ■ - 4 
■ _Siriwn.is scheduled to go to trip.
. J'afTbefore Judge Walker. '. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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| It was in Apri.1 when, the v^oSsn_ce ', Kjng's alleged- ^sassin was, idenit-j 
’opce again spiieed over into jnSerna^’ fen after the murder.as one Jamees 
t^rral headlines, 'there to remain for Earl Ray, an ex-convict wrho ER a 
many months. Negro' civil. right,’ wide trail sxt.snding through, the 
leader Dr. Martin Luther King was -Smithmnd; Midwest as weM as Los 
slain Apr-il 4,'but there was" an1‘Angele®-- DstPitS„a’r,an-OU^ se^u 
aftermath, of riots’that left death.- by morethan 3,000 FBI agsntt, lt 

’ ' was not until more than two months 
later that he was tracked down in 
.London. EbttaddeSed,..hs' promptly

dettr■uciinn and ..bitSern■sss■ .across , 
the naUon... - ; - _ .yd...7 >7/77 
5 Dr. King, Nobel- . Peace.. ;Pr'izS■. 
winner' and - apostle of n.onviQSrnSe, 
met violent death by. gunfire as he 
stood on. the balcony-of-a. Negro- 
owned motel in Memphis, where he 
had come to’aid striking Negro 
sanitation worker's. ; .. - „ -

As word spread through': the 
nation, so did disorder, flees, lootmg 
and major rioss. In Washington, 
hardest hit of some 100 titles, Negro 
mobs burned .down and -looted 
business establithments; within two 
mUes of the, White Houee. As., in 
other citees, a curfew was impos.ed, 
sales of firearms and liquor were 
banned and federal troop.s-4-4,000 in 
the nation's capital—wree called up.

'Other Americans r■sact:sd by clos
ing stored, cancelUng. sports, rociM 
and theatrical events, and halting 
political activity. President Johnson^, 
delayed a projeceod trip to Hawaii 
for consultai^ons on Vietnam, and 
the Paris peace talks. .„' ,. ,’-.5.

It was late in- the. month’ before 
conditions stabilized to-the point 
where the nation could tote up-iss
losses in the civil ditordeis>: 46 dead,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

sold his. life story for a down. 
payment of $25,000 to finance this 
defense that will begin next .March 

1 in a Memphis courtroom. ,
It seemed like only a’turn of the 

Ihougglsss before the ration was 
plunged into mournmg once again— 
this time .for the .man who -had 
become.' almost -a deity to the
’nation’s youth' .and a, hoped-for 
saviour to the country’s minoritksl.

.1 One major Ml.passed by.Cdrigysd 
only days, after Dr. Kingis death was. 
the federal civil right bill to bait 
discrimination in the sale or rental
f 80% ,of u-s- housing untts by 

; 19(0. Thus was Mowed two months 
’ later by an even stronger Supreme 
Court ruimg—-based on an 1866 
ordinance—which hans di.tcriaiia-- 
don in renting 'or selling any 

■uwSliing unit. ■

all but five of them .Negroes,, an 
.asl™nrmuall cost in money . and , 
property and a truly -inc.akuOill^ 
loss in interracial good will,-. • -

G-6 Los Angel.es Timef
Los Angeles, CaUf.
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•Robert Kennedy, exactly two 
months and one day after Dr. 1^7 
murder, was gunned down in 
^.main, balliooon? of Los Angeles' 
Amb^'acter Hotel a few minutes 
past midnight and only moments' 
a^r' he,had claimed victory in 
Califonra's important primm-y-pres
idential election, ^ . -

the Shots Rang Out;,

Mortally.WOunded”
j■ Mihmf of. ielevSslon• • viewers 

across ihe ration, - closely following 
the senators relentiess drive to the 
White Housee; were shocked into a 
numbness that would retrain for 
cteys. Wy stw toe "sudden chaos, 
ittty h^rd tiw screams, the shouts, 
the curees and winncssed the una- 
b^hed weeping that went on for 
frantic moments white Kmmcdv
supporter captured and disarmed 
the suspected assassin, an immi- 
giant Jordanian student who asset- 
ttdly tracked down Kennedy be
cause of what Ire believed were the 
ser,iatoi‘’s pro-Israeii sentiments. ’

The overflow crowd: in the smoke— 
fled baht-oom was still chanting, 
We want.Bobby!"' as the’ sho's rang j 
but, Kennedy Tell mortally wounded 1 
and five other persons slumped over 
with minor ‘injuries. His alleged 
killer, Sirhan B. Sirhm, was can- 
Uited and' pummeied by Kennedy 
aides and will go to trial early next 
year on a,plea of not guilty.

At 1.41 a.m. on June 7, slightly 
more! than two days after he was 

• gunned down, Robert. Fitzgerald 
Kennedy died at the age.of 42. *- 

. As messages of condolence poured 
in -room, across the nation and
throughout the globe, the Kennedy 
clan once - again buried a fatten 
member. Only hours -after he died, 
the serator's body was flown in a 
presidential jetliner to New York, 
where it lay in state in St. Patrick's 
Cathedral pending a Requiem Mass 
the fo^i<wving Saturday. Following a 
televised funeral,.it was then taken 
by special-tram to Washington and 
bUriCeLby torchlight next to that of 
Kennedy's aeeaseinrtied brother.

Reactions to the dragedy were 
many m^vm-ted: Politically, it was 
a new ball game. White a heavy 

' percentage of-the-natom's youth and 
its minority- groups wandered" in a 
leadertess daze, McCarthy, Vice Pre
sent, Humphrey and Nixon faced 
the frcte of life and reoriented their 
presidential campaigns. -

But b* far themost noteworthy 
nwit of Kennedy's murder- was a 
pubic outcry for an end to. violence., 
At city, state and national levels this 
took the form of ..demands, for 
eiringtni control on the sale and use
of firearms—a movement that was 

. lamiched wtih -Presidtmt Kennedy's 
j death ‘n Dalias only to be iorpceocd 
by special-interest lobbyis's at all 
levels. ... . . .. ,. ■
. Despite the clamor, despite the 
terf ^t frightened citizens were 
buying guns faster than ever as 
violent continued .unabated, Con
gress eratfed lcgieiailon that merely 
banned interstate erlee of firearms 
and over-the-counter sales to juve- 
niks and nonresidenss of the etaic 
ofpurchree.- , ., ''ri--------f,



FATAL WOUND—Sen. Robert F. Kennedy lies near death tn Los An
gele's only a few moment after an assassin's bullet entered his brain.

Times photo by Boris Yaro
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Sirhan Trial...Judge Herbert V.
By Phi! Hanna

Herald-Examiner Staff Writer

Superior Court Judge Her
bert V. Walker, chosen to pre
side over She murder trial of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan, is called a 
"careful, legal technician” by 
his contemporaries.

The accused slayer of New 
York Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
can expect fair, Honest and 
humane treatment from Walk
er, who has served on the Los 
Angeles criminal court bench 
for 13 of his 15 years as a 
judge.

The 69-y e a r-old Walker 
ivhose best-remembered deci
sion came in the Confidential 
Magazine criminal libel case 
10 years ago. will be a famil- 
ar name in most households 
as every courtroom move will 
De examined closely around 
he world.

Appointed to the Superior 
Court in 1953 by then Gov. 
Earl Warren, the jurist is 
senior in term of years on the 
:riminai bench in Los Angeles 
bounty.

Other noteworthy decisions 
■endered by Walker include 
lis upholding of the death 
penalty in the case of convict- 
id sex offender Robert Em- 
nett Thornton.

The judge said the death 
Density “was not cruel and 
inusual punishment” in 
Thornton’s case.

“The death penalty does not 
notate the dignity of man nor 
Ines it violate the standards 
if decency that mark the 
wogress of a maturing socie- 
y,” Judge Walker held.

Superior Court 

Judge 

Herbert V. Walker. 

Called a 

"careful legal 

technician" 

by his 

colleagues, 

he is 

remembered 

for the 

Confidential Magazine 

libel trial 

and other 

notable cases 

including the 

Robert Emmett Thornton 

and 

Caryl Chessman 

cases.

He is 69, 

has served on 

the criminal 

court bench 

for 13 years.



Walker, Man in Charge



• An aircraft worker, Thorm- 
ton was convicted of a series

; of sex attacks and kidnaping., 
. of three women. None were 

kiKid but one was injured so 
he was convicfsd under Cali
fornia's LitHe .Lindbergh Law.

Judge Walker became in
volved in the Caryl Chessman 

■ case when he disqualffied 
। himseff in the sentencing of 

the ‘‘Red Light Bandit,”

' It was Chessman’ ninth ap
peal, and Walker said he took' 
himseff out of the case when 
it appeared that 'defense attor
neys had a chance for two 
more years of appeals be- 

■ cause it was alleged that the 
judge had eiscussee the case 
wit,h District Attorney William 
B. McKesson.

At the time he denied he 
held any prejudiee in Chess
man’s case.

Asked if he had been com
pared with famed criminal 
judge Charles Fricke, Walker 
laughed.

‘You are talking about thie 
man who was my ideal on the 
bench,” he. said, “He was an 

, author, a lecturer, and I’m 
none of those thinrs.”

■ Walker aspired to the bench 
I following his graduation fr-om 
1the Universtty of Southern 
| California Law School in 1928. 

I Hefwas deputy corporaioon 
eom^isstiaeer for 15 year’s 

l following graduation from

school; .spent three years as 
chief deputy district attorney; 
and was in privaie pracicee 
for seven years before his 
appointment to the bench.

’Tvs sat on all three cor
nel’s of the triangle and I 
t;hink I know pretty well what 
the attorneys down front are 
thinking,” Walker said.

He is given sr,edit for run
ning a tight courtroom during; 
the Confidential Magazine 
trial. Withi ‘ all the ”racy” 
material that was .placed in 
exhibtr, he wouldn’t let- the 
trial become a ‘'three-ring cir
cus.”

Alhhough he has been re
versed many times on appeal 
with the “liberaltty of US.
Supreme Court decisions,” 
Walker has seldom questtrned 
a jury vsreict.
“When that has-happened, I 

discussed the case with the 
jury, and I had. to crr■ef with 
them each time that their 
concl u son ri was logical,” 
Walker said. .

Thie courtroom for the Sir- 
han tidal is .small, with just 75 
seats, 37 of which have been 
reserved for the news media.

Walker said he would not 
object if attorneys on both 
siefs agree to a Closee-circutt 
teleyssoon transmssionn to

second room on the floor be
low the mam courtroom. This 
will be used to accommoe.ate 
additional news media who 
ha.ve asked to. cover the pro- 
ceeeinrs.

Walker’s courtroom on the 
8th floor of the Hall of Justice' 
was sslect.ed became it offers 
maximum sesurlty for the de
fendant.

Before fnteriiIg USC in 1922, 
Walker held a number of jobs 
to fniance his education. He 
worked in an oil field in Gas
mans, Calif., and at the La 
Brea Oil Fields in Los An- 
ge^es. He also served a.s chain 
man for a Los Angeles city 
surveymg crews;

Before sollegs he served
Wo years m the Navy during 
World War I on tie battleship 
USS Kentucky.

He might have had a career 
in motion pictures.

“Thsy used to shoot movies 
near whlSI■f I livse in Hop
wood as a boy, and I got to be 
an extra in a series called 
“Bill the- Office. Boy.”

Born in San Francisoo in 
1891, Walker moved around 
the country with his family. 
They lived in Cranecticut, 
New York and Arizona before

a returning to CaUfonnaa.

He ctiended L,os Angeles 
High and Lemoore Union 
High in his teen years.

.Judge Walker, an acih^ eA 
issopalia^l, met his wfe, thaA 

frI,msr Aime Sophia Phelps, 
at church. They were maITise 
in 1925 and have three chil
dren and 12 grand-chddren.

A daughter; Mrs. KCthiSe(al 
Brocket.hurst, lives in Sunset ' 
Beach; a sm, Herbert Weston, 
Walker, lives in Newport 
Beach and pra^ttisss Jaw in 
Santa Ana; and a second 
daughter Mrs. Eiiaiifthl
Suzanne Zentner Uves in Los' 
Banos.

A resident, of Glendals near 
the La CI‘sscenta hne, Judge 
Walker is a member of the 
Los Anrsles, Glendale and 
American Bar AssrsiatioIis, 
lawyers .Club, .Ameriann Ju- 
dicauree Society, and Phi Al
pha Delta legal fraternity.

He is a member of the 
American Legion, Marnnic 
Loege, Shrine, Acacia fI'cteI-■ 
nity, Native Sons of the Gold
en Wes,, Lo? Angeles Athlstis 
Club, Chcacery Club, .Legoon 
lox and is past president of 
the USC Law Alumni Assoc.ia^ 
tion.. I

He ri a past■.presieS!nt. of « 
C■clironrca State Ernpooye’s As- 
sociatriin.



Recalling the Scene That Night
It was approximately 12:20 

am the morning of June 5, 
1968.

More than 1000 wildly enthu
siastic Democrats jostled 
each other and cheered in the 
hot, jammed Embassy Room 
of the Ambassador Hotel, a 
California victory theirs.

At the Croderelia hour, Sen.

On that fateful early morn
ing exactly seven months ago 
today, violence unparalteted 
in Los Angeles political histo
ry shattered the hopes of t;he 
Califoioiia Democratic Party 
and of much of thie natron.

At that hour Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy was mortally wound
ed by gunshots that rang out 
in a pa&try kitchen of v the 
Ambassador Hotel £'“^ ,

Robert F. Kennedy had 
stepped before the micro
phone to acknowledge his 
triimiph in the California 
Dtmocr■ittCc primary election 
and to thank them for their 
support.

Clustered at his elbow were 
some of his super supporters 
—his wffe., Ethel, other mem-

The Other Victims
Five other persons, all re

covered, were wounded in the 
barrage of bullets. T'hey 
were:

Paul Schrade, western di
rector of the United Auto 
Workers, 4150 S. Hillcrest 
Drive, shot in the head.
William Weisel, 30, network 

newsman for ABC-TV, of 
Washington, D.C., wounded in

_ the abdomen.

bers of the family of tragedy 
and truumph, Assembly 
Speaker Jesse Unruh, athlete 
and singer Roosevelt Grier.

The senator’s speech was 
low key-one of thanks, of 
encouragement for the cam- 
pai g n ahead—and it was 
largely drowned out by the 
cheering.

Irwin Stoll!, 17, of 6089 Hor-- 
ner St., shot in the leg.

Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, 43, 
Saugus,, a scalp wound.

Ira Goldstein, 19, of 4077 
Hayvenhurst Ave, Encrno, 
ntwrmil n for Continental 
News Service,, shot in the left 
hip.

All are expected to testify in 
the murder trial of Sirhan B. 
Sirhan.

The Kennedy’ and the! 
party, bound for private. cell 
bratlng at T'he -Factoy^ 

changed their planned ext 
course through the packed 
crowd in the stifling bairooom.

Avoidmg the room’s man 
entrance, they moved toward 
a kicchen. pantry. '

In this pantry was a man 
now accused as the assassin 
of Sen. Kenoedy-Sirtao Bfe- 
hara Sir-ham.

Shots rang out.
A man identlfiM by police 

as Sir-hant was crushed to the 
floor and a pistol wrenched 
from his hand.

Nearby Senator Kennedy 
sprawee'd on his back on the 
floor, his eyes glaring, |mme- 
bile.

Twenty-five and one; half 
hours later Senator Kehovdy 
was dead.



—UPI Telephoto

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 

lies clutching 

a rosary 

shortly after 
he was shot 

early on June 5 

of last year. 

He succumbed 

early the 

next day.

Aides gathered 

to comfort 

the wounded 

and dyng 

senator after 
ho crumpled 

to the floor.

L
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Violence
Martin Luther King, 

black AmerCai'S| 
foremost leader ini 

the non-vio^enf| 
struggle for civil.

rights, was the 
victim of violence 

when he was assas
sinated April 4. Here, 

his casket is drawn
by muies through the 

streets of Atlanta in
C ’ a funeral cortege

that was witnessed 
by thousands^. ■

The Secord
Kennedy'

Sen. Robert Kennedy 
was shot and killed in 
the Ambassador Hotel in 
tos Angeies moments 
after a speech celebrat— 1ing his victory over Sen. 
Eugene McCarthy in the 

■ California primary June 
4. Four days later he was 
eulogized by his brother 
Edward (right) at funeral 
services in New~YorKf
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' BY ROBERT C. TOTH - 
• and DAVE SMITH 
, ’ Times Staff Writers „

■ Tn'Arabfc the name Sirhan means 
"wanderer."

In the little vidages near Jerusa
lem—in what once was Palestine 
and is now Jordan and Israel—many 
distantly related families bear .the 
name. Yet few peopee exemplffy it as 
does Bishara Saiameh Sirhan, now 
patriarch of a famous family. •

Bishara; 55, has .’vs>lfed at least 
three times in the Unteed Staees, 
where in 1957 he left his wffe, Mary; 
daughter, Ayda, and three younger 
Sohs, Adel, Sirhan and Munir, and 
'retunedd alone to Jordan, taking the 
family's money with him. In June of 
1968, he and Mary were divorced, 
after' 11 years of court action in 
which he accused her of infidelity. A 
priest called'him a liar, and his own 
fiderl Sons, Sharif and Saidallah 
testffied that he tortured them by' 
burning them with hot irons.

T’oday Bishara lives in his boyhood 
vidage of Taiyba, ’near Jfruralfm, • 
where he shuns his neighbiors and 
they, in turn, repeat old stories of , 
Sirhan family vioeence. Some of the ; 
stories are uaquertionabfy fake, but . 
theyiiaagefs, significantlyr, believe , 
lI^f^i^ ■ ■■---------- ;

Sirhan's Early Traumas ■ If
: i Though Bishara has not worked' 
. since 1957, he lives in one of the 
5 town's most substantial stone 

houses, and, at his death, he will go 
’ t;o the most imposing mausoleum in 

Taiyba's cemetery. Ito portal stone 
proclaims in Arabic: "This is. the 
tomb of Bishara Sirhan." There is no
mention of his famdy. • ■ 

Sirhan was born March 19,1944, in
Jerusalem's Russian Hospital.
' Bishara is the sole informant 

\about Sirhan's earliest years, and, 
। though he did not say so immfdiate- 
I ly, in later inierviews Bishara said 
; Sirhan, saw vioience in the 1948

- "In 194:8 he saw many 
things,” says Bi'shara, 
“wouadiagr and rufffr- 

iags..■.” :

Arab-Isaaeli war that was trauma- 
lir" to him. , •' -

"In 1948 he saw many things,,, says 
Bishara, "woundmss and suffermgs 
, . . Sirhan was injured in the war 
■=npt physicaify, but "in his head, 
and heart" / •„ 1^7—“^
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‘ Another time,' Biiharauayut, on 
another errand to the.post .ofhee/at t 
mortar shell exploded with such 
force nearby-that SWain feU off .a’ 
stairway, scffering a brus*! ^eek, 

tand bloody nose.
: It was amid the explosilons' of 
ihells that the family fled its tiny 7. 
by-10-foot room in Musrara in 1948, 
when Sirhan was 4. They hid in the 
room-for 'two days, and nights,. 
Bishara recalls, while fighting raged 
in the city. Finally, he says, "a 
British officer told us to go, so we 
ran away without anyhung,....no 
furniture; no. clothh^, no shoes." _

They fled to the Old Waited City in
,Arab Jerusalem,'movtog into a 
house formerly.occupied by Jews,, 
while refugee Jews took sanctuary 
in their abandoned room in Musra- 
ra. ' . •

Bishara lost his job after this war 
and "it was .very hard for two 
yeari," he says. "Then I w^t to 
Amman where I met a British, major, 
I had worked for here and he. gave 

‘ me a job on water supply in a 
Jordan army camp." This appeass to 
have been Biihara'i only steady job 
from 1948 until the family’s move to 
America in 1957. „

When -Iis' told of Kennedy's - 
auua^sination,' Bishara . said, "Tm 
stupefied. I'm shocked. Thu is the. 

"Slackest day of. my-li.fe _.; ,_,;1. am..

£--The firstsuch Wound was inflict 
;.ed, he says,1 when, he and Sirhan 
<went one day from their h.ome in 
< Jerusalem's Musrara sector to the 
< post office in the Old ;Walled City, 
*via< the Damascus Gate, and ’ an 
; explosive-filled battel was dropped' 
. near the. gate and blew up. "The. 
'ground shook,' .the .walls shook.
Sirhan cried from his-heart,’He -ell 
down. I ■ thought he was /dead, 

-.finished. • I waited • and; after 20 
minutes he opened his eyes. 'Daddy,' 
he said . . C (Here Bishara hits the 
table, muttering in Arabic, and his 

- eyes moisten; when he mums 
talking, there is no audible emotion 

. in his voice, however.) ......
" ’Can you walk?' I asked him. He 

could not- walk .but he. didn't want 
• me to cany him, lest I get t.ired. 
..Imagine! We saw the yard Ml of 
blood—about 40 or 50 kilted. The 
yard was full of pieces ° meat. 

, 'Daddy, I don't want to see it, he 
; said, and I covered his eyes until we 
passed the sight. He was so fright
ened he spent two days in bed."

Describing the same incident an
other time, it is Inierestihg.to note, 
Bishara revealed that the explosion 
occurred before he-had completed 

, .his errand. After Sirhan had re- 
'vived, Bishara went'on with his 
, businuss, and it was when he was 
• taking Sirhan home,' back through 
'the .bloody scene at t;he Damascus 
Gate, that Sir la an .protested ,af the 

sight! .
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.vtIyLsbrry.'TbrbOght'my,'Childel^^ - .-•,.-■„. -
up'asbest.I couldand.Io fear-God.“ leave his family in America in 1957T~—^'a.;/.1, Secrete Family’ ,, 

Sii’han, hie said, "was a talented “Ic3™ back because of my mother.
boy, mor’s than'his'four brothers. She is 9.0,“ . said . Bishara, wavmg
How he came to lhir is beyond me." ‘ -
’Sirhan was a "very gentle, polite,

■ Mrs;. ’ Hashima remembers the'

Jquiet and humble boy, interested 
mainly'in books. It's beyond compre- 
;tension how he could have commit- 
’ted.such' a terrible act on his own 
{initattive without having been put 
* up to do it by some other people . . . 
:My, son was a.good Christian, all his 
life. He’could not have done such a

, e . .’9-0,- .satd .Bishdia, wavnig 
toward the,.viHage. But she does not 
live ^-th® vihage, nor with Bishara; 
she‘lives next door, with a brother 
Bishara has not spoken to since 
1953, and Bishara and his mother do 
not speak either. ' j ‘

As a child,”- Bishara said, Sirhan 
was "reiigious, clever. Every Sun
day he went to Sunday school. He 
prayed before going to bed." Bishara 
addAas prase of his pious son, 
that "he never went but to play, 

3"13 Jerusalem/'Bishara recalled, nhver ‘/„;,I?tkt ^5^ very-much; 
"the children were good, were - ■. . ghbbrs' teachers, they all 
satisfied." Had they ever required s qjrheVa!!,?6 bes.“ K , -J 
discipline, physical punishment per- ’• was Sb1Wtll behaved and 
-•• p. p - p , pmus, Bishara said proudly,’ that he

8

thing on his own. Someone must 
havepushed him into ft." „ •

i,Sirhans as,"a very secretive family.:. 
They seldom .spoke to others .and' 
they didn't allow lhtir chiMrenlto. 
play in the. street-with. others ,‘.. 3 
Ths ■molhtr always lalked about. 
Jesuis and religion.'’ But:, she adds, 
they didn't act superior . to lhetr' 
neighbors,, just aloof. ' .;■' / .. ■?’ :

They nevei dsscusted family 
troubles', with Mra. Hashima,’“but. 
there were difteeeI^ces between him

• and his wife about the children. He 
kicked out the eldest'sons and the 
molher didn't like it." -' '' ..

. . -Sirhan was “religious, 
clever. Every Sunday he

ren." ; ■ ; ...............
In the early 1950s, she recall,. 

Mary Sirhan was no longer a pretty
woman, after a disease caused her 
lower lip to pull to one side. Mrs.

■ went to Sunday school. He 
* prayed before going to 
bed." • "'

never any talk of another woman.
~s,irhan, she says, was definitely 
Bishara's favorite, and "you respect
ed Sirhan when he talked. He was 
not a boy in his head." But he was 
weak and thin-she recalls once

The Sirhans• seemed. poor at’the 
btginning,■. ‘Miss, Hashima recalls, 
"but. then the mother became a

. ...________ „ piou „,ai,,, e missionary. She rpblte English very
fiitquenlly._dirapprbvt■d-■bf b/lh•ti^^^ was .intelligent.. She got,

I . 1 CAmsfime?'tip - gifts from the church, for the family. dli^S2anSS homSbehe “bbthrs and games for the child- 
would bring a •mena n.bmt and be a ..

' - perfect host, bol after ths W MA । 
' ■ Sirhan would say, "that boy uses 
i bad language. Don't ever let him in ( 

I the house again."’ 
- After fleeing Morrara, the Smlmns 

• • ■ moved into a building at the corner ■ 
of El.Malak■Rbad and Suq el-H.llrrur 

»®®ste^ Slreet, a poor b°t clean neighbor
hood in the Old Waited City. The 

haps? Bishara looked intent ter a building housed a store on the 
--------- x "a----- ,:-----------  ground floor, a stone stairway to a 

common toiliet on the landmg, and 
three rooms on the second f°or.
,Each £ the rooms was ^cupmd by - h^ . .s was hospitaiized" .with 

he ever beaten Sirhan? 'Sirhan was an entire.family. .- ■ - .. dysentery—and didn't nlav in street
good.. I never hit him," Bishara said. . The Sirhans'...room was a split gi;Sll-s “-t . in e 

T'he qoertion is repeatedlater,and .level, l^-by-SQM room, vast by;-JSbmeti^ler I saw the boy go out 
again he denies it, eyes darting from contrast to their Mfusrara home.-ATi—^ in a scout uniforisToshe 
place to place: "No, never. Never rain, reservoir on thie roof was we • , ■
... never. .-." ’ - water supply,. the wans were un-, .

. Then what of Sharif and Saidal- i painted, and. a single kerosene lamp
*lah? Why had they ltil home in was the sole light., ft tad a fomed
lhtir early - teens "Thss is not j ceiling' and a grilltd window over- ■

Hashima says she thought Bishara 
wanted to divorce Mary after her- 

I disfigurement, although .there was

moment, then! said, "Sometimes you 
had to beat them" But had he ever
burned them with a hot iron? 
Bishara shook his head; no. And had

important," said Bishara. "Noone is . looking the street. ■ '
perfect ; . . 1’vi seen many things in Also moving into the house after
my Ife. People change the truth ... the 1948 war were two Arab Muslim 
Insidethe family I don't want tejanilies—fuftigees from parts of 
speak about:." Jerusalem that laltr became Israel

' ’ _ hose of Amid Yousef Hashima
and Esu Jubi'an. .^T^w.!.,
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। py * •** • tv .LUbria to XU
; good English and learn, but she said 
'no time.'" . ■ '

church-operated' Lutheran school, ward."

^^bcaIS7I*once asked Mary to let my Jubran’ ako renenders -a bomb I But . during'.''thosb~’'yba'rs,,/'Mr.~~ 
t sons play with him to istien to his bxp>io^i,on in 1954, when the shopTyHaddad formed a strong impresson-t 
; good English and learn, but she said kbbpbrL on I"1 ^oor below was kilee• of young Sirhian: ■ "Sir-ban was a ' 

A 'no time.'". • ' .Ldon? J“°w ?,Snbam ^ quiet boy, lilttllirtnt, although his
The Sirhan children went to the ac’v happen, he says,. but; I grades were not the best. You could

1 rdS/At/h -StlA ^ ^-“aS ^cowl^ U“ “s eyes that se was alert. ,
■ biter than tbe nublic shl0l whem wav „., frllm thbn on> say3 But he was unquid, a bit nervous,fneighbor chUdtep went, andean Jbr^^ Hiwas a c^11' boy-very.quicc-y
’ l’waU verv pood in writing snH ,Hb quarreled vitn my childten and but unstable and very unhappy. I 1j-reading.rfever. He stayed & thl ttther^ay rernmter think^^^^^^
house titn't wittAttorhnvs bis fa. was.away. I complained have a vtry tlfiituIt tune later in'Tbs’ thiidbenPdidn't speak inbthe soUd™1^^ Me because.thefamily,he grew.up -J

• hiouse. Tbby'were afraW of tbe bit bim had • in Tacknt thn basic thm^ a hnv .
father/ ‘ - ' , ' '

uyw . . , B *e • । x*v was a c*n ver bo^ very quxvc> 
r e qualrTelea with my chndeen and ' buVunstabie and very unhappy! I •

- Hn playnd^rough^whnn remember thinknig that hn.woui<i- 
...... . t -’ j , ; a very difficult'time later in ,

■ * -------■ , • ' . in*lacked the basic thongs a, boy
Another neighbor, Mrs. Laila Said, needs to undersaand life." " /"'■ 

recalls that Bishara used to lock *' Made Acceptable Grades
Mr. Haddad says he never heard of ", 

unusual' tortures infiicttd on the , 
children . but said, "Bsshara had ' 
frequent violent fits and was given • 

, to breaknng what Titte furntt'ute. 
they had, and beating the chidden. 
He thaashed them with sticks and ■ 

ibis-fists whenever they disobtytd 
thim. Young Sir-han seemed to -have. 
some of ths violence in him. He was 
thin and nervous and inciined to ‘ 
sudden bursss of temper. At other

: "They were a confused family," 
says Mrs. Jubran. "No one knew 

■ what was between Mary and Bisbia
ra." She often heard Bishara .shout
ing at his wife. ■

Ayda in their room and her friends' 
would have to bring flood to her. 
Once, she says, Bishara chained her 
to the grilled window. '

She says Bishara used'to discipUne 
the boys with crutl beatings, once„ "I don't know where* they got ....boys .....ciue beaun^, oncn 

money," she says. "Mary gave gifts ..beating one of the sons until hie lost 
to small chlidten, but only to' ' - - -
Christian chUdeem She just worked 
for her own I■tlirion . . . When any 
neighbors needed help, Mary wo^d 

-help them, but; she only gave gifts

conscoounesss and chasing away the 
neighbors when they tried to rescue 
the boy. '

It was in late 1948 that the Rev.
Daoud Haddad, pastor of the Luther-

and money to Chrisiian chiliIten an Church of the Savior, was asked . - .
. . . Ayda was the best one of the ' to look in on the Sirhian family. "It |tmles hb was oddly quiet 
family," she Uays. but adds, "I liked was a wretched house," he says, "no I periods.

"_^if

. . . Ayda was the best one of. the for long ■

' Mary." , .
" And Sirhand "This father did not

allow Sirhan to go out of the house. 
All of -them were ahadd of the ’ 
fattier.' He turned the house into a' loved the chndeen in her way and 

she managed to hold the family 
together/

Sirhan attended the Lutheran 
school from kindergartnn through

I chairs,,'nothmg. They were vtry "• "Mary was the dominant parent/. 
poor, so we accbpted an tldtr he says, "but she was harsh herseff. 
brother (Saidallah) and the slstbr in shb was terribly narrow-mmeed and 
the schooTwithout tutUon. Later we I’^d in r'elrgious mattess, but she 
accepted more of the chUdeen, and 
through them got better acquainted 
with the family.

Father Seen as 'Odd'
"I realized the father was an odd the fifth grade, Inavmg in tile

father, nervous, with fife of temper..—Luummer of 1956, wIlen,1hb_,had 
often getting angry at his wKe. The turned 12. His grades ..wer^not the 
family! Ifb was not happy became

jail for them . . . The father always j 
made Sirhan afraid. The boy was 
not well in his mind. He was a [ 
complicated boy." - ;

Did he ever talk about the 1948 . 
war experiences’Bisbara descibbdd? ’ 
No, says Mrs. Jubran, "none of them 
ever - mentioned thiem." And did

. Bishara appear to favor Sirhan over 
the other chndnen? "He hit thiem all

‘ the same. Hie had a heart of stone."
. A Sickly, Nervous Boy

, Mrs. Jubran's husband, Esu, rn- 
. calls Sirhan as a darkukinned, 
sickly and nervous boy who, "when 
he wasn't .yelling at his sister and 
brothess wouk sit with his mind

of the moody, rude father . . . 
Every now and then he hit, the - 
mother. She was running about, ask-

•. ing people for work. He did not 
; work. This may throw light, or per
haps a shadow, on the character of 
the childeen who had such a family' 
life." ‘ ,

Mi-. Haddad says the church.
I provided the Sirhans with perhaps 
l25J)erctnt'oi their food and clothingaway" . „___ -^------------------------------------------- g

Mary was very protective, Jubran until 19o6, when Mary bncame.mpre- 
remembers, and Sirhan seemed older interested in missionary work. ^
than'his years. "When he talked." 
says Jubran, "it felt like he was not 
11 years’old." * ~\
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Ratas recalls,' "was1 not • ■ besi^he class, but nonethetes well,' not strong. Somsfimei^^^e 
- good. In the firstsrads he stood fifth. wouldn't 20 to. school for a week
' ■ among 26 students, and in the filth 
J grade he was seventh in a class of 16. 
* ■ His grades that year were: religion,. ■

80, Arabc, 74; geometry, 73; singing;, 
?• 73;-science, 72; Engiish, 70; geogra- !

■ phy,- 68; history, 67; hygeene, 63;
, . drawing, 61, and arithmetic, 60. As 
^ to citizenship, he was rated 75 in 
to conduct;, 75 in inielligncce and 70 in
$• cleanliness. . , 1 ■ . .
"' His t;eacher,' Salim Awad, notes
l that the record says of Sirhan: 
t “Good in subjects and character, 

■ satisfactory in clsanlmeis ... . .
■ ■ Should'be passed”'..................\ ,

One of Sir'an's school friends from
H1951 t,o 1956 was Wahib .Ht.ihwieh, 

‘ who says t;oday; . ; .;
"Sirhatn had a good sense, of

■ h.umor. The teacher might say
, something foolteh and Sirhan would 

say something clever to us." These } 
remarks were usually at t.he teach
er's expense; he said "and sometimes 
t:hs teacher would say, 'Look at this 
small boy, how clever he is.'"'

But it was in a spirit of fun,

■ r * i

“You respected Sirhan 
when he. talked. He was 
not a boy in his head.”

S!

Hashwieh said,' and Sirhan was 
generally held up as a good example 

, to..the class. Although among, the 
? smallest, Sirhan was also among the 

oldest—Ha slweeh was. 3 years youn- 
■ ger—and evidently apphed himself 

. welL ■ , ■ ’ •
. .1 Hashwieh says Sirhan never 
•’■ talked about any experiences in the 

then-recent 1948 war, nor did he 
ever complain about his father..

But another acquaintance does 
recall one incident involving Bisha

’ ra. ' ’. .
. Selim Ratas, 4 years older than 
Sirhan, was a neighbor. Says Ratts■. 
"I remember once that Sirhan had-to 
go to school without shoes. I saw 

' him walking barefoot;. Hie said it was 
- because his lather had beat hilm, like
’ he did the other childeen, and that 
he took a piece of iron, hsaSed it on 
t:hs_etQvs, and put it on the boyj 

„ heel. He cbuldntt_wsar shoes ihent”

wouldn't go to- school for a week
. because he was sick. Wherever, his 

mother wsni,'• he wsni—to1,■ the 
market, to chuichi, visiting. He was

, a mother's boy." / ' '
■ In the summer of 1956, Bishara 

and May isstn t:o think ^of 
going t.o America. Sirhan did not ’ 

, return to the Luhheaan school in the
..fall, and on Dec. 14 the family left 
’ Jerusalem, thanks t;o t;he American 

missionary couple Bishara had’, 
asked to "save a' family from the 
darkness." Their expenees were also 
partially paid by the UnUed Nations 
Relief and Works Agency. The 
eldest sons, Sharif and Saidallah, by 
then were livmg in Amman and 
WouH not follow for three years.

Marys eistsret Julia and Elame, 
recall that when the family left the 
ancient.city for a new life in the new 

! word,, "Mary didn't say goodbye 
when she left;. Her husband rslussd 
to let her see us." And after Mary 
arrived in America,, she never wrote.

Father Stayed in East
■ Four .days after their arrival in 
' New York the Sirhans went on to 
Pasadena, home city of the mission
ary couple who had befriended them 
in Jerusalem. . ;

। DflSesences between.Bishara and
Mary came rapidly to.a head, and 
since h.e had found himself a good 
job in an east coast deSense plant, it 
was left to Mary to find a h.ome for

1 hsrsslf, her daughter and three sons;.' 
Mary fouind a small, crean-cco- 

t lored, three-bedroom frame house 
! on Howard St,, one of PaeacIsna's 
L older, lower-^ilddiei■icoome rsiidsn- 
। tial streets. Like most of the houses 

nearby, it is about 50 years old, set 
well back on its lot under tall shade

' trees. It is an inviting setting for 
childsell to play in and the .street, 

. now racially mixed, rings daily with 
- the shouts of. chidden of all sizes 

■ and coloec. ■
But it was always very quief

P around the Sirhan home, says a 
I neighbor. She, of. EuropesniJbaCk; 

ground, says other .neighbors were



.;■ very cold,, even belligerr 
< ent, to her sometimes, and

to tile Sirhans as well, so' 
ithe Sirhans kept mostly to 
themselves. There were no' 

. parties, few visitoss, and 
she recalls seeing Sirhan 

* playing occasionally with' 
, another neighbor’s collie! 
■ dog or. puttering in the 

■J yard; washing the car or 
;doing some gtrepnmg-t-an 
► activity which pleased 
jjboth him and his mother. 
;■ The Sirhans were no 
i;more warmly ..received 
j- elsewhere. ’
t The Arab communtty is 
; among the smaller of 
j Southern Calif or ma's ma- 
’ny’ethnic populations, 
< numbering between 20,000 
■ and 30,000, and is over
! whelmingly Lebanese and 
ASyrian. Most of these im- 
1 rnigaaeed to America be- 
j fore World War I, found 
;Southern California to be 
^much like their homeland!, 

Ji and now, well' into a 
I - second and third genera
' !ton, are comfortaWy inte
I 1 grated into an affluent 
I !American cultuee which

■ they are coming more and 
more to regard as native. 
'There are no predomin- 

■’antly Arab neighborhoods, 
as one might find in New 
York; - they are widely 

■ scattered throughout 
r Southern California.
I Family Without Father
7 : In t,hi!s formless Arab
-’commuilttJ"," the Smhans- 
were. different, • set, apart:. 
They were newly arrived

. and’ unfamiliar with their
,new surroundmss. They 
• were noticeabyy d^k- 
skinned. When they spoke 

. Englssh, it wa’ heavily 
:accented and halting, and 
’ among themselves, at 
"home, they clung to Ara
bic. They were poor. And 

|among a people in wh°m 
• the patliilchil tradition m 
'strong, they were a family ■ 
'without.a father.’ .

—iFor their, part, the 'Sir- 
hans found little to entice- 
them out of their' con
stricted new world. There 
were only about 50'Jorda
nian famines throughout 
the entire Los Angeles 
area, most of them already 
embarked on American 
lives of their own.

There were a very few 
Arab nighcclu’s where 
one might watch dancers 
and hear one's native mu
sic and ’speech, but Mrs. 
Sirhan sharp-ly disap
proved of these. Her fami
ly neither drank nor 
smoked, nor did they fre
quent places where other 
people did. •

- There was no Greek 
Orthodox church nearby.. 
Most of that faith went to 
the Syrian Orthodox Cath
edral, St. Nichoass, in Los 
Angeles. Thie Sirhans 
made the incoveneent trip 
a few times at the begin
ning, but th.ese trips soon 
tapered off. Father Paul 
Romley recalls th.em as 
"always humble and 
aloof."

Others have noted this 
aloofness in the Sirhans, 
and it is not ■dlfficult to 

!under-stand.’In their 
homeland- they had been 
an upright,'Christian fa
mily, among the best edu
cated of their class, once 

' accustomed to financial 
security but unctmplainA'■ 
ing and lnduslrioss in 
hai^ times. .. ;

_7All Appear Introverted."
Moreover, : a quarter-’ 

century of malri-alie to a
man like Bishara had 
failed. to break Mary's-' 
spirit. She was not- a’ 
whiieer, but a tighttllipped, 
pr-oiud, strong woman.-And 

! where her family had been 
noted for ’its privacy and- 
sid'ence among old ac
quaintances in Jerusalem, 
it is hardly sulprSsmg that 
.among strangers in Pa-, 
sadena they turned in on 
themselves even more,1 
mending their griefs pri- 
vateyy, trusting and con
fiding in few.
i.It is this alotiness 

'wNch, while being one of' 
the family’ strengths, 
perhaps contribueed most 
toward introverting the 

, Sirhans in their new en- 
। vironmeent, in effect creat- 
iing a social and cultural 
1 vacuum in which the 
chiler■pn .would have to 
develop as best they could,' 
and would have to build 
their futuees upon an 
pmttionalty impoverished 
past. _

Mary, concerned as ever 
for tiie childeen's rpligtous 
faithi, had .eifficulty find
ing a church that suited 
her taste. First she tred 

rthe church of their fam- 
।Uy's benefactors," the First 
Nazarpnp Church of Pa
sadena, bat after about ,a' 
’month they stopped going.




