E:cor dying is our excitement and justice ow fixed idéa Yet the second Kennedy assassinadon  the Other Kennedy,
and even:  as the body of the brother Kennedy was being, the failure of the possibility of maintaining aﬁ_‘ml

given its lincolnesque  journey home to'lie near his mythology  with so  to speak the brother reswrecting
brother-ds endless meraphor  of the almost Greek destiny the dead brotherin the flash markstheend of a cy_cle
of America the archbishopric ceremonies finished the of muscular and even' aristocratic virulence Including
'small towns of the face come through the technocratic John F, Kennedy Martin Luther King and lesser known but

skin to pay  passing homage to the teverberation a even mote poetic lights Ilike Malcolm X  leaving the
centennial old story  even then  they eyes were beginning horzon strangely empty and remurned o the dull greys

to be tumed in the direction of the real meat of the the crushing middle  which s that provincial fascist

land the law and its justice as Kennedy had passed = in us all yeaming for that old gang of  slipping into and

into the systems of the bloods compassion had crossed out the professional suit playing the sort of chessgame
the boards  or the screen of our popular  devilishness of death knowing one is helping an evil cause and a mind
so now there would be -the merciless other side of this turned against itself which is on both cotmts America
cold blooded frontier psyche the trial of a man who but she is the only land today which makes one mad
also loved himself being snapped who also was reared and in that madness lies  the seeds of a battle against
with a helplessly barraged consciousness Video man  with its idolatrous moving pictured anonymity which threatens

a crucial mistrust of dialogue at the same paradoxical to publicize everything and so render privacy empty
imomént  he expressss himself ardculately cool hip at which point The Machinery of the State: has won.
‘arabian paranoia containing the mass of elsctric uptight-

«ness  dished out by the Federal Box drving one to commif

‘the ravolution of revolutions the transcendance of his family
to die into stardom at the paint of a gun  to mount

the father and mother and surmount them in  that apoca-
lyptically vivid  region called the light of show business
Iwhich creates that awfil benignity in death that riscs
above ALL minorities for murder had becomte the only
way to crash into heaven in a land gone to pot with
the belief that reality was in the moving pictures

Now chillin I shall tell a lrtle story upon returning
to America in the summer of 1967 I found mjself at
the home of a dear friend Yehuda Tarmu in the
midst of that same  Israeli-Egyptian war which seems
to have torn-  Sirhan Sithan'’s natural parancid gall

to shreds and at one point in the reports and for a
thousand other reasons as well but when I heard that
six Indians were lkilled in  the war I took a swing at
‘my friend later wrote of it in a posterpoem published
And there is this other side of the buffalo mickel which iR London in which I wrote that "I am theguilty arab

has 10 do  with the perpetuaticn of The Boys you see -  With  Christian leanings born in The Bronx who Stgud{'
the stary of Amerca is charted in relation to the street=  Yeluda this merning g:ﬁ bg;ly politic :S dalén ;fregzn,,ua
comer in the dirtypictured and  blasphemous-bottom whose east west and middle have  emp ef 1 ¥ dicate|
of all our livesr where on the other hand the rrue which is to say many things but most of all 1o indicaté

and genuine excitement of cameraderie  first was generated that _my frien;lship Wi:]ﬁithis drinanin aggnﬁrsltﬁ: m::ior{t ;1511:85:
in the provincial Bronx and Brooklyn smalltown drugstore YOU listen closely —to this  dig . .

or poolroom with its hustles and kidnifty vengeances not because of Jew or Arab  American or Rtfxssxafn C{nr:g:;
vondettas we grew up and away from only to be ham-  F Cuban  German ot Freurlllti‘-h_ but bﬁrcause ouadist;:crzlec e,
mered back 0 in the stud stunning Thirties [Twenties  Stabds between tgem - Emr% ste‘ﬁ;’;lsgh ziet istance I;
for most of the young ones now] where we either stay pur 2nd rather than I?I OC?Y kag't gn e Guba 10 Capetowr
fighting wars of words and lovely lunaties crossing our you downtown ew Tor 11 yth e oIl of the ot}
threshholds  or take the escalator to the Powerhouse and  ©XPress  as WGVUSBd to CIa; e Sgawas);'l ol the S !
its dull thuds and thugs anyway will get you dead peoples  of the new world, on a day shorly

% § i “end of "War'll when coming up out of the subway |
because everybody's just wild about Hitler and wants It end of World : !
from both siges ylike ‘that madman asked for The Ladies 1 must have been Pubexitr)lr ){ears.flgh El_saw v:Izlia:zﬂ_lheadhimesI.
Russia and Amerieca to finish his sick-christ off because announcing the assassinadon o handi  ® _—
he had lost his senses I insist was the start  of my own involvement with the

world an event retwrned to ever and over for after l’
: that death all men were definitely twained like the

' it skull of Berin and must needs see the murderer
| Who was it McLuhan who said  via mixed mass media split skull o

. and the murdered as one man through whem the
:“nYe 3:_.01:31 ﬂ(-l:ould ) beiomhea ghe can[el.; ?if tgf un;verse trahsmigration of the breath of rhe shantih shantih shantih
une into the prolemaic hardcore of dea gcome o : i
naturally methadrinal  fill the blood with eractions of a.Shes blown from the Ganges must spark with
and the erections with bullets instead of sperm which has forgiveness all the  way west here
less and  lass natural outler  this that and those are the l
ingredients of the socalled conspiracy the runoing blood- e .
stream of vengeance behind the mummymasks of all [Part 2 of "Sirhan Sirhan” will run in "Open City” nmext

oy

IRATn week. ]
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@@Ww Journalist Links
aﬁf*ﬂ@ﬁy ‘Mad L

MOSCeW (UPT) — Sirhan .
Sirlin, aceused as .assassin of
Sen Robert Kennady, spent 11
formative years of his youth in
Los Angeles, *Los Angeles s a
very energelie eily, it might he
that something of ils mad tem-
po penetrated Sirhan Sivhan's
bload,” a Soviet journalist has
suggo:?é'd‘

iy )

LA, Tempe

Sirhan was only one “phe-
nomenon” of Los Angeles which
impressed  journalist Stanislav
Kunclmsfpe, vwio won {he Vah-
rosky prize of the Soviet Union
of Journalists in 1967—the So-
viet version of a Pulilzer Prize
—for a series of {le EEastern
United States.

Other cilies take on the i image
of man, Kondrashov wrote in a
l]uee-mrt series on Los An-

"gelps‘ “Los Angeles is taking on
the image of an autemobile, »

The series appearved in the
government newspapar Izvestia,
. Automehiles and armaments
fascinated Kondrashov, “T h e
city works for the freeways,” he
wrote, “Two viclims are clean
air and public transport, mmnr-
dered hy freeways and ptivate
cars which care for individuals

@t the cosl of colleetive soecizl

needs.”

Automoliles “tear down the
traditional family relationship.”
The Negroes in Walts suffer the
poverty - ignorance - unemplay-
ment ecycle becaunse “without
effective public transport they
are-imnobhilized in a search for
johs.” _

“An Ametican in Los Angeles
tias a Catholic marriage with
hiE¢ar—gvoree 15 TrnTm'-mu'le ”

b\) \\ndo'
Xp b
B
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Cost of ifvestigating and prose-
cuting Sirhan B. Sirhan reached

$285,949 by Sept. 30, County Audi-

tor-Controller Mark II. Bloodgood
reported Thursday.

Bloodgood informed Supervisor
Kenneth Hahn that the costs for six
county departmenils were: chief
medical examiner-coroner, $6,013;

district attorney, $76,943; mechani-

cal, $37,317; public defender, §2,864;
sheriff, $110,462, and courts, $2,350.

In a different breakdown, Blood-
good listed normal departmental
operating costs charged to  the
Sirhan case, $104,262; general coun-
ly overhead, $36,051, and extraor-
dinary costs, $145,636.

The extraordinary costs include
overtime pay in the Sheriff's De-
partment and chief medical exami-
ner-coroner’s office, alterations in
the Hall of Justice and Central
Men's Jail, travel expenses, special
equipment and expert witness servi-
ces for prosecution of the accused
slayeroi-Sen. Robert F. Kenitedy:

>
’(PQ’ \\04;
& W
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" Defenghnt Due in Court
. Next Week; TY Hookup
to Help Press Planned

BY RON EINSTOSS
Times Staff Viriter
Sirhan B, Sirhan's trial, scheduled
for Dec. 9, probably will be post-
' poned until after the first of the
year, it was indicated Monday,
Preparations are under way to
bring the 24-year-old alleged slayer
‘of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy into
court sometime next week so the
defense can request a continuance.
The reason reportedly is that more
time is needed to prepare-the casc.
It is anticipated that the new trial
‘date’ will be in early January,
-probably the day after New Year's
Day. ’ '
Closed Circuit TV ‘
During the same court appearance
“by Sirhan, Superior Judge Herbert
V. Walker is expected to reveal that
arrangements have been completed
for press coverage of the trial,
including the use of closed circuit
. television, .
- -It reportedly would mark the first
time in California judicial. history
that court proceedings would be
televised in any way, even though
"the only audience will be accredited
. mmembers of the press.
Closed cirvcuit television will be
used so a greater number of news

media representatives can be accom-

modated. _ .
Judge Walker refused to discuss

the planned television coverage,

- saying it would be premature to do

$0. But he did disclose that "well -

over 100" requests for courtroom
zeats had been received “from
throughout the world.”

-

_Present plans, it is understgod. call
ot e

- Tor setting aside 85 of the courls

roumfs_75 seats for the press. The
Temaining news media representa-

. .tives will be able to view on

Jlelevision the progeedings in a
"court room annex” on the fourth
(floor of the Hall of Justice.

Most of the 40 courtroom seats not -
set aside for the press will be
alloted to the public on a first-come,
first-served basis, Some will be
loccupied by members of Sirhan's
Hamily and security officers,

Everything which transpires in

Judge Walker's eighth-floor court-

room—hoth sight and sound—will
go into the secondary court, with .
one exception. '

The automatlc camera, which is to
he concealed in a false air-condition-
Ing unit, will not show, the jury,

Series of Meetings R

The television circuit was ap-
ranged following a series of meet-
ings between the court and the
California Freedom of Information
Committee, sponsored by Sigma
Delta Chi, national professional
Journalism society. :

That committee represénts most of
the news media in the state,

Such televised coverage—actually
.electronic monitoring—is not prohi-
bited by rules established for Cali-
fornia courts—only actual broad-
casting (to the public) is.

A priority system for courtroom
seats, based on the location of the
Individual news media (local, state,
'national or international) plus the
coverage it is able to provide, has
been established, according to court
officials, . ’ o

Requests for acereditation to cover
the trial bave come from newspa--
Bgrs; magazines, television and ra-

io. -

There will be full securily, Judge
Walker said, both in the area of
his court and the auxilliary court-
room. All seeurity will continue to
be handled by the sheriff's office
in cooperation with the court.

neohly major alteratici Tirthe

A
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‘trjal court will _be large
steel plates, already Ii-
stalled, over the windows,

They will be painted and.

covered with curtains, it'is
understood.

" Sirhan's appearance.

next week again will be in
the special courtroom on
the 13th floor of the Hall
of Justice. The regular
-courtroom will not be used
antil the trial begins.
The trial is expected to
-last about two months.
Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
Lynn D. Compton and
Dep. Dist. Attys, John E,
Howard and David N.
Fitts announced that they

intend to call about 90

witnesses.
It also has been indicat-
ed that they will seek the

-death penalty for Sirhan.
Sirhan's attorney, Rus-

sell E. Parsons, has said in
the past that he will be
joired by two other law-

nt he hag refused to

identify them,  ~ _~
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[ Russell E. Par

4 501 attorne
for “SI#MH 8. Sirhan, has fm{'
mally notified Supermr Court
Judge Herbert V. Walker that
he wﬂl seek a continuance for
hig client’s trial until after }he,
Yr.,letlde ‘holidays. 1

Sirhian is accused of slaylngr

. Robert F. Kennedy in the

Ambassador Hotel in the earIy‘
morning of June 5.

Parsons informed the Judge

yesterday of his intentions ins 2

short mxtten motion.

“he continuation of the tual,,
wkich is set for Dec. 9, has bean
expected because Parsons has
contended he wanis a second
lawyer -to aid him in the de-
fense. The second lawyer has
notl been nhamed, preaumaoly

because he is involved in anoth-
er rial. v
P arsons spomftcally asked
that he be allowed to come f.o
comrt and meke « motmn o~
continue the trial to “some date
after Jam. 2, 1969 <—— |

JESS PR O .,._Lx_.- NS

Am"ferR DELAY IN SRHAN mmm

%b

Vel
(\/(‘J)G:\ 99\ _
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END OF FRIARS TRIA

Attorney Grant B. Coopepf prom-

inent Los Angeles crimin l‘lefwyer,
will join the defense of Sirhan B.

Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy, it now can be
revealed, .

Cooper, a veteran of sowme of Los
Angeles' most publicized criminal
trials, actually agreed to parlicipate
in Sirhan's defense last June, within
two weeks after Sen. Kennedy was
shot at the Ambassador.

But Cooper was then just begin-
ning the defense of developer Mau-
rice H. Friedman in the Friars Club
card chealing conspiracy case. No
one then expected that the federal
conrt trial, which ended XMondsy,
would last nearly six months.

| Cooper feared_that if his assola

the attention of jurers in the Friar:
Club trial, it might be prejudicial tc
Friedman. It- might even havt
caused a mistrial,

He iold a few confidants that he
was in the Sithan case, but promisec
that if the news leaked out he woulc

sefvice let the cat out of the hag.
"Definitely, positively, unequivo

io The Times at that time,
Cooper's entry into the cage canu

alout largely through the efforts o

Al L. Wirin, chief counsel for 'th
Axflerican Civil Liberties Uniont of
Sowthern California. -~ =+ - 'l

Sirhan originally was represented
by the public defender. Howevér, he
let it be known through Wirin that
he wanted to have private attorneys.

Wirin himself felt that, although
the ability of the public defender's
of_nce was unquestioned, atiomers
with public stature should be oh-
tained. :

He failed in efforts to have
atlorneys appointed by ihe court or
named Dby the County Bar Assn.
Wirin then took it upon himself to
seek out- lawyers willing to serve
without recompense, and Cooper
was one of those who agreed.

Cooper gaid Monday that

tion with ‘the Sirhan case came:ic

have to deny it. He was true to his
word when, on June 27, a wire

cally no,” Cooper said in a statemen

receivef] a
“Sithan within
afler his arrest.

"He asked me to appear

as his counsel," the attor-’

ney related. "I consulted
with .my client (Fried-
man}, who said he had no
objection as long as it was
not made known before
the verdict came in,"
Cooper said he hopes to
see Sirhan for the first
time today. N
When Sirhan's choice of

anattorney wasan-: oo County Bar Assn,.

nounced on June 19, only
the name of Russell E.
Parsons, one of Southern
California's best known
appeals lawyers, was
made public.

Parsons revealed that he

prominent man who has
handled many prominent
cases" but who was then
representing another
client in court. .

It was learned later that
attorney Emile Zola Ber-
man_ of New York, who
atlained a national reputa-
tion by defending a ma-
rine sergeant against man-
slaughter charges when
six servicemen marched to
their deaths in a tidal
marsh, also would join the
Sirhan defense.

-Parsons obtained one
postponement of Sirhan's
trial from Nov. 1.to Dec. 9
because the "mystery at-
torney” who was to join
the defense was still en-
gaged in federal court,

But Parsons was seen
visiting Cooper several
times during recesses of
the Friars Club trial, pre-
sumably- keeping him up
1o date on developments
in the Sirhan case, .

Cooper told confidants,
however, ihai he had not
even consulted with Sir-
han or members of his
family. And he made it
clear he would not be

letter ﬁ'Qm_...' ) cop:
a few days  expected to appear within

would be joined later by "a

Below)

" He "and Parsons are

{be next few days before
" Spperior Judge HerbertiV.
Walker {o request anotliar
posiponement so that Cdo-
per may prepare for the
trial, oA
.t is_anticipaled _thgt
|J11de Walker will grant
,the postponement, probéb-
ly until Jan. 6. )
Cooper, 63, has served as
president of the Los An-

“president of the American
“College of Trial Lawyers
and vice president of the
State Bar of California. He
has practiced law in Cali-
fornia since 1927. .
sHe first gained a reputa-
; tign as a tough prosecutir

""E '=‘, o

r to Join in Defending Sirhan

while in the district attcr-
ney's ‘office from 1929 to
1935. He returned to that

office as the chief deputy
to the late Dist. Atty. John
Dockweiler from 1940 to
1942,

But Cooper gained his
greatest fame as a crimin-
al defense lawyer over the
last 20 years, particularly
in murder cases. Although
hé rarely wins acquittals,
he usually manages to éet

I
hupg  jusies
charges.
The most famous was his

defense. of Dr. R. Bernard
‘Finch, tried three times

or reducid

. with Carole Tregoff for

(lhe murder of the West
1Covina physician's wife,
The first two trials in
1960 ended in hung. juries.
"An associate -then took
over the defense of Dr.
Finch and the pair wege

coivicted in 18617

¢
©
Q,C/{.{ig_l %/‘
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Sirlian Due in Court Tmﬁ“@ay

Tmaﬁ_ Will Be Reset f

BY RON EINSTOSS
Times Statf Writer”

Superlor J'udge Herbert V. Walker

or Jan. &

\’[eanwhlle full telews—

has ordered that Sirhan B. Sirhati | BE_fﬁfr of the trial was advos

brought into court Thursday so that
his trial can formally be postponed
until Jan. 6, -it . was announced
Tuesday,

The frial, now scheduled to beﬂm
next '\ronday, assertedly is bemg
delayed so that one of Sirhan's
new lawyers, Grant B. Coopfl', can
have time to adequately #prepare
himself to defend the 24-year-old
Jordanian immigrant, charged with
murdering Sen. Robelt P, Kennedv

Thu1sdays session, on the 13th |
floor of the Hall of Justlce also |
was arranged by Judge Walk-
er so that Cooper can become
associated for the record with l

Russell B. Parsons, who has been
represenling Sirhan since June.
A third law yer, Emile Zola Ber- '
, is expected to join the defense
tnam later, but it is not anticipated

cated by the Board ot‘

Supmv:sors '

= The board adopled a,

motion by Supernsor;
Kenneth Hahn requesting:
the State Judicial Council
lo modify  iis Rule 980,
p r'dhibiting pnotograph

Jing, recording for broad)

casling or broadcasting
while a court is in sessich.
Supervisor Warren M,
Dorn said Dist., Atty.
Evelle J. Younger has.said
he would be "d'eiighted" to
have television channels
cover the’ trial provided
they cover the entire
proceedings and not mere-
ly use -a few _excerpts
which might prejudice the
cu'nmuulty '

-..-_.,_J:

uct furthel po~tpo:(},er1entﬁ m t’ﬂe

‘ate will be neccessary for thﬂ
Burpose of his preparing for the
trial. Berman lives in New York
City. . -,

It was disclosed Monday that
Cooperr will join in the dafense of
Sirhan, although there was specula-
tion for some iime that he wouid
come into the casa,

Cooper said he waited uniil after
the conclusion of the Friars Club
card cheating trial, at-which he
represenied one of the defendants,
to announce his agreement to help

. ‘defend Sirhan, .
Judge Walker said he will seck an

aﬁ:eement ‘from Parsons, Cooper
" and Dep. Dist. Attys. Lynn D.
‘Compton, John E. Howard - and
" David N, Fiits to permit the

televizing of the trial on a closed-
cireuit basis to newsmen who are
unable to be seated in fhe courtroom
bECAUSEOf its limited capacily.

P S —.
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Ssrh@n Trial Delay ™ |
Ruﬁmg Set T humd@y

Superior Judge Herbert V.

Walker- decides tomorrow

whether t6 delay until January
the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, 24-
year-old Syrian accused of kill-
ing Sen. Robert F! Kennedy.

While Walker is expected to
grant the defense reguest for
delay, he has withheld comment
on a request by County Board of
Superwsors to allow public tele-
vising of the'trial.

The board voted unanlmuuslv
yesterday to ask that the court-
room proceedings be opened to
local and national television
broadcasters-because ‘‘the pub-
lic, under the constitution, has
a right to observe this trial.”

Judge Walker already has in-
dicated he may allow closed-
circuit television to be {ransmit-
ted to newsmen on another Hall
of Jiustice floor during the trial.
The Sirhan courtroom s not
large enough to accommodate
all representatives of the press
who have asked for credentials

toattend the trial.

e e — e e

trial,” he said.

2
.

The jurist indicated he wuuld
not oppose the closed-circuit
transmission if he heard n¢ ob-

jections from defense or state
attorneys,

Defense attorneys go hefore

Walker tomorrow to seek delay
of the trial to Jan. 6 from. its:
scheduled starting date next’
Monday, to allow Sirhan’s chief
defender time to study the case.

Grant B, Coopgel, noted crimi-
nal lawyer, anrounced his entry
into the case Monday and met
his new client for the fxrst ime
yesterday,

The public television proposal
endorsed by the Board of Super-
visors was introduced by Super-
visor Kenneth Hahn.

He said the trial should he
televised “under strict regula-
tions and control.”

Hahn said concealed teIew-
sion cameras are being installed
in the eighth-floor courtroom,
with cables to run to a fourth-
floor newsmen’s room,

“It- would be practical with
the same television cameras
and the same calbes to permit
full television coverage of‘theI

w-ed

S
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1 4 Supetior .
" Herbert V., Walker ordered

b~

* first
[ man charged with slaying

Russell E. Parsons,

6@@5@@? S@ye No 1)
5@?%@% Trial TW

4 Accompanied b_r Par-
The los Anoe18¢ County__{ sons, Cooper Tuesday met

Board of  Supervisors
unanimously proposed

Tuesday public television
cf the murder fria i

-Sirhan’s
" vetoed the

Grant Coo
new attorn
idea.

Cooper "hd a2 one-hour'
meeting with the

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.©
Cooper, accornpanied by
Sirhan's- other attorney,
said
public televising. of the
trial could not. be done
without the

.sent of the defendamt as
long as Russ Parsons ard
Tare the attomeys

defendant's |
consent and “you are nev- '
er going to get the con-’

al of Sir-
han_ Bishar?irl_ia‘,(ljut ,
T

< to ohserve thlS trial™

. for the first time with Sir-
han in
"cell. Cooper said he “got
acquainted” wwith his new
client, whom he described
as ‘‘very pleasant.” He
sald Sirhan had “no spe-
cial requests.” Cooper said !
Sirhan matched up the
mental picture he .had of
him, except he was “a lit-

tle slighter” than his pho- ;

! tographs. f
Cooper said he felt pub- |

lic television of the trial |

would be unethical.

But supervisor Kerineth

"Hahn, who introduced the
television motion, said:

_ “The public, under ‘the
Constitution, has a righty

b

the defendant’s -

“ IF THE Constitution's

MEANW}HLE % judge * Bill of nghts “was being

Tuesday ordered a hearing
on whether “to postpone

the trial of Sirhan until |

after the first of the year,

-because the defendant has

. acquired the new chief de-
t fense attorney.
~ The trial was scheduled
to start next Monday, but
Court "Judge

a hearing Thursday on At- -

torney Parsons’ request
for a delay so that Cooper!
‘can  Ydmiliarize

was expected to grant the :
contmuance until Jan, 6

himself
. 'with the case. The judge

H
i

,made now,” he said, “tele-

vision and radio would be |
<dneluded in the concept of

:freedom of the press to,

-Jisseminate the news and’}
———

& facts.”

S St =~

‘\Ogl”
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*Si;rﬁah-ﬂ. Sivhan, a Jerdauian
imfnigraat, will go on trial Jan.
7 '£(§1'_. the murder of Sen, Robert
F.. Kennedy. The trial will be
held.in.a specially huilt steel-
pidte@*Stiperior Courtroom
wh’e;‘% It was ruled yestér’day
that 4he proceedings would he
televised into annther Toom for
the henelit of newsmexn.-

Supericr Judge Ilerbert V.
Walker, i a precedent ruling
said. thdt he would permit c[ns:,d
cir¢it. television for the trial
because of the influence of
newsmen wha will he covering

" it (The pmcwmugw woulid he
telewsed inte an auxiliary
courrecin hut Wil ant he tele
vised publiely, .

- The jurist also indicated he
w ou!d allow husbands and wives
of “Jurors to spend weekends
witll their spouses during the
i length of the trial, e\pected to
; }ast Awo mouths, :

T}ie roeyelations came, [Imm:f

i ? SRminute  hearing durma

Bt hwh Judge Walker averruled 2

praseeutivn arziment that thz
teial should o \fnn(l’-u, as
seheduled.

i Tudge Walker granted fhe

J cnntmuaace, beynnd the halidays
50, 'h:}t_ new defensa counsel,

R

==

Grant B. Cooper, could prepare
his case.

Coaper toid the comt he had
heen tied up 55 months in‘a
Federal Conrt trial, the Friar's
Club card-cheating case which
endad Toesday.

He said he-needed more ’ume
to prepare Sirhan’s case, a nd
Judge Walker agreed,

Cooper sald he had heen
asked hy letter from Sirhan,
and hy au Amerlean Civi]l Lib-
erties Unicn attorney, to repre-
seat, the assailant of the New
York senator at. the. Ajubassa-
dor Hotel,

Five hystanders were wolind-
ed in the June Ath shooting
spree which oecurred just after
Kennedy had annoyseed his vie-
tory .in California’s- Democratic
presidential primary election,
"Cooper wiil head & defense|N
trio, the othar members of
which will be Russell E. Par-
sons, who previously had alone
teprecented Sirhan, and  New
York ir.al lawyer Emlie ?rﬁa
Berman.,

Rerman wilt come to Los An-
zoles within 2 week 6 confer
with Sivhan and his associate
attorneys.

Sirhan, wearing dark frousers
and a lght biue shirt, snoke

three timez during the hearing

- client

2035 RELEASE UND@R"EEE‘} 13& Aignt
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in response to
Judze Walker.

The slight, swarthy Sirhan of-

fered no nh]echun to thie closed-
arcuit television for newsmen
and waived the statutory time

* |limit for the trial start. .
When asked by the jurist if hef
wished Cooper to hecome asse-|

cigted with Parsons in the de-
fenze, Sirhan said, “VPry much
s0, sir.”

Ponpez 5 Tequest ‘for another
idelay was granted over the ob-
Jecnon of Depufy Digiviet Alty.
John Howard who said the pro-

secution was ready to proceed|
and that the defense. has had|

ample time to ‘prepare its case.
The Jan. T date was selected
hecause it is the first day Ber-
man will he availahle. ’
Deputy Distriet Atty. David
Fitts gald he was opposed to
ceqnestermg (locking up) .the
jury during the trial but Judge
e|Walker made it plain he hnd
already decided on this,
Dgfense attorneys,

ing, agrsad with a prosecution

pstimate that the frial would|

fasr at lgast two monihs,

Cooper said defense inveslign
torz have interviewed 200 wit-
nesses and have taken writien
siatements fram 80,

Fitta sald that the prosecution

plans to call 200 wilmesses.

Fitis alzo said that ke had not-

contacted any members of the
Keunedy [amily since fhe sena-
tor's deaih and it was nob ex-
pected that the senatar's widow,

Jirs. Erhel Kennedy, would ha

asked I testily at the trial.
- Mrs. Fennedy was anly 2 few
faet fromy her ausband w Len he
wss shot. f

Caoper,  wio dascribad ]’ilS
as +a . “'very average
ehap,” said there is “no proba-
hility** that Sichan wnl change
Jnnacant
guiliy b

rnq-nn AP fmamicyr

ruestions by'

during a’
news conference after tha hear-
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When asked if he might seel
a " CTHAang&of venue “Trom 105
Angales, Cooper gaid: "{yhere
tO')N ta
Ile did predlc’r that it '.mnld,
be difficalt to select a ]mv He
said the defenze plans to inves-
tigate. extensively the jury pan-
|e|
| Yesterday's  closely-gnarded
hearing, atiended Ly Sirhan's
mather, Mary, and twe hroth-

Adel and Munir, eane six
Ennn[hs 10 the day after I\Pnne
¥ was shot, . - -
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iiauri‘ Postpones »:
Irial of Sirhan

for Third Time

: Delay to Jan. 7 Granted
i 50 New Lawyer Can Get

w4 1
by

3 Chance to Look lnto Case

(.».-.L. s

Ak ?-"b'u‘ gt & SR <

4’.
5 ¢ . BY DAVE SMITH -
;"- Lot TimesSfa" Writer

~ ‘Starting date for the trial of Slrhan
B:shara Sirhan, accused slayer of !
I nSen Robert F. Kennedy, was post-
vponed Thursday for the thlrd tlme,
to Jan. 7. < -
,} -Superior Court J udge Herbert V.

Callow attorney Grant B. Cgfper time
-to famlllanze ‘himself with the case
#and help prepare the defense. i

“ _Cooper, occtipied for the past five
¥ Fand a half months as defense counsel
*m "another. cage, made his first
appearance in connection with Sir-
“han ;Thursday. ’

¥ " Af the same time, he informed the
“eourt that A third lawyer, Emile

‘the deféhse. Until now, Russell E.
Parsons has worked alone.

The defense and prosecution also
agreed Thursday to closed circuit

televising of the trial from the
eighth floor courtroom to a fourth
_Iloo'l AuXiliary newsroom.

. +.Courtroom Too Small

Judge Walker noted that his
.Department 107 courtroom has a
seatmo' capacity for only 30 to 40
| niewsmen, but that more than 100
accnedlted news media have re-,
"quested seats.

The-closed circuit camera, Iocated
bin a rear window grille near the
ceiling, will pipe the  courtroom
activity solely to the overflow crowd
,0of newsmen on the lower floor. No

- jpubhc television or radio broadcasts "

are’ allowed.

. Judge Walker also announced that -
since “he inténds to have the- jury;
-sequestered throughout the trial, he'
‘probably will allow jurors' wives
.and . hushands fo visit thern on
aveekends. Both the prosecution and
 defense have estimated that the frial
“might Tun about two months.

“Walker.granted the continyénce to:

Zola Berpfan of New York, will join

--Dep. Dist. Atty, John. Howard
|Teiterated the prosecution's conti-
nued objection to postponements of
the Sirhan trial, stating that prose-
rcution w1tnesses have been pre-
pared for the trial's opening on the
scheduled date; next Monday. :
27 No Trouble Expected =~
But Dep. Dist. Atty. David Fiits,:
Howard's partner, told a - news
cunference later ‘that_the postpone-
ment was not expected-to cause the
prosecution's case any trouble. =~ °
The prosecution has been con-;
cerned that a claim could later be
raised that Sirhan's right to a’
speedy trial was disregarded, and
thus they have objected regularly to_
each continuance. '
Sirhan, clad in dark slacks and a
tpale blue dress shirt, agreed in a‘ -

1

. { fitm, clear voice to each of Judge

Walker's rulings—on the contin-
uance, the televising of the trial and
the weekend visits of Jurors

: 'spouses, .
_' Hf; appeared alert and interested
he proceedings, leaning over
frequently to whisper to Paraons At
‘one point. Judge Walker admon-
*ished him, "You should hstpn to this,

Mr. Sirhan.” .

¢ ¢l Faciro
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2! rrhe
“éxchan

T T e g -

et Nods at Mother s

24-year-old Jordanian also

ged nods and warm glances,

Lbut no- words, with his mother,
IMary, and two of his four brothers, °
sAdel, 30, and Munir 21, .
.;. Cooper told the court that he was

w.asked "within a week or 10 days"

paitér the June 5 Kennedy shooting

.40 represent -Sirhan and that he

-2greed on the condition that it not

- " Teach trial before his then-current
work, the Friars Clup card cheating.

" case, was concluded. . e

.- That case ended Monday and that

" Same day, Cooper said, he met

Sirhan
ztalked

Vigetting

for the first time, -They .
about an hour, ke said,

acquainted and talking
Mostly I generalities." ~——c N
A 3 e T - - -

e

¢ o G Larccae
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Stolen and F @’*’Q@f Chegk M&av

Have Been Cashed [ by Sirhan

" Owner of Corona Store Says 66 Draft Was Made Qut ¢
" and Endorsed by Accused Assaasm of Robert kennedy

Exclus:ve to The Times frem 3 Siaif Viviler .

CORONA—A forved check stolen "t just stayeddin my debt file for
from a consttuct!on company was tax records. At the time that Jit
.cashed in a grocery -store here in  bounced I didn't bother (to pulsue
i\.‘o}:’emhgl 19&56I by a nii]an bghvz;lved- the case). I didn't think my chance
-10 have been Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, of collecting was an 200 ," Hatfgm ’
s accused assassin of Sen. Robert F. - safd, - g‘.,« y . d
-Kennedy, the Corona police chief |’

* said Friday.

The alleged forgery, whxch was for
$81.57, went unnoticed by the owner
of the store, Lyle Hattan, uatil
Wednesday when he was contacted
by the state Department of Justice
and asked to turn the check over to .
the authorities.

- Hattan said the check was made’
out in the name of Sirhan and was,
+| endorsed in his name.

When the check bounced, Hattar
said, a police mve.utlcratmn found
tIthat nine bank checks had been',
stolen from the Altfillisch Consfruc-,
tien Co, by someone w ho had b1 oken
in. - : i

Sirhan’s name had been typed onlo
one of the blank checks and the |
amount had been filled in by a;

{ mechanical device:

At the time of the forgery, pohce
checking at the construction compa-
ny were told that Sirhan did net
work for the firm. (He did, however, .
work at that time as an exercise boy ibl
at a ranch owned by the company.) v

VWritten off as a forgery, the case
remained huried in the files of both
the police and Hattan until the
Justice Department apparently
came upon the complaint while
checking police files oun another
.Case.

Hattan, who says he cashes many
checks from the coustruction com-’
pany, said his wife cashed the.
forgery after being shown.a driver's
license with Sirhan's name.

Police Chief Joe Greer said it is
believed Sirhan endorsed the chack.

Despite the publicity surrounding
Sirhan, Hattan said he didn't recall
the bounced cheek with Sivhan's
name untit he was contacted by the
Justice Department,

et

¢ ol Fovan
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Sfoéen and Forged Checmay
een Cashed by Sirhan

Owner 'of Corona Store Says ‘66 Draft- “Was Made Out to- -
and Endorsed by Accused. Assassm ofnRobert Kennedy

1.

Have

- Excluswe 1o The Tl_mes lror_n . smff Writer - o

CORONA—A forged check stolen
from a construction company was
cashed In a grocery store here in
November, 1966, by a man believed
fo have been Slrhan Bishara-Sirhan,
accused assassin.of Sen. Robert 1"

Kennedy, the Coroha police chief o

said Friday, -

The alleged forgery,’ ‘which was for
$81.57, went unnoticed by the owner
of the store, Lyle - Hattan, until
Wednesday when he was’ contacted
by the state Department of Justice:

and asked to turn the-check over to .

the authorities.
Hattan said the check was made

" _out in the name of Slrhan and was

endofsed in his. name gy
" When the check bounced, Hattay.
aid, a . police investigation found

.hat nine bank checks had been

stolen from the Altfillisch Construc-.’

‘tion Co. by soimeone who had broken
in.

Sirhan's name had been typed onto
one of the-blank ¢hecks and the

3

amount had been filled: in by a

mechanical device. "

At thertime of the forgery, pohce
checking at the construction compa-~
ny were told that Sirhan did not
work for the firm. (He did, however,
work-at that time as an exercise hoy
al 4 ranch owned by the compahy.)

Written off as a forgery, the case
remained buried in the'files of both
the police and Hattan until the
Justice Department apparently
came upon thé .complaint while
checking' 'police files on another
case;

Hattan, who says he cashes many
checks from the construction com-
pany, said his wife cashed the
forgery aiter being shown a driver's
license with Sirhan's name,

Police Chief Joe Greer said it is
believed Sirhan endorsed the check.

Despite the publicity surrounding
Sirhan, Hattan said he. didi't recall
the hounced ghieck with Sirhan's

,mame until he was contacted by the

ﬁus%epartment

[ S

=

It just stayed in my- debt file for
tax records. At the time that i
bounced I didn't bother~(to pursu
the case). I didn't think my‘chanc
of collecting was any" good," Hatta
Vsaid, " e e
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_Sirhc:n"Chuc.‘é Bounced v

f— e Tine hiank checks Mo-
len fr o the  Alfdlisel Cons
striction Co. is helieved 10 hav e
bren cashed in Nnvmuhm 1968,
by Sirkan Bishara Sithan, ac- ‘rf'éifﬁ'éie’if"ﬁiy"?:f :tfate.)
cording to Coronz Police Chiafl
Joe Greer.. Cod . "
.Greer said the worthleﬁ'}. ' : A-2 Herald-Examiner
check for $3L73 was endovsed; ~Tos Angeles, Calif.
lby lhe man accused of killing
Sen. Robert F. Keanedy. Sivhan’
ithen worked as an exercise buy|
!on a ranch owned. by the fum1
rlom wluch the c¢hecks \\erci
.atolen ’ . —_—
“The check’ bounced berause!
Jaynient had been stopped after; .
‘the theft. N
Corony store owners Lyle Hat- ‘
tan Licned the check over' this
week to investigalors from the
strtE—wtrbiey generil's olfice.,
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Television and the Slman Tr 131

'SSUE: Wonld the interests of justice be
ierved by allowing live TV coverage of the
yroceedings agninst the accused assassin?

" The Los Angeles County Boa1d of
“Supervisors last vk endorsed a motion
{0 ask the State Judicial Council to modify
present California Rules of Court so as to
-permit live television coverage of the
i pendma trial of Sirhan Sirhan, the accused
.,Essassm of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Bupervisor Kenneth Hahn, author of
the motion, argued that it was the public's
"constltutlonal right” to view the trial. He
-pited Article VI of the Bill of Rights, which
"says in part: "In all criminal prosecutions,
+the accused shall enjoy the richt to-a
;‘speedy and public trial- by an impartial
 Jury of the state and district wherein the
‘ erime shall have been committed."

Flahn maintained that television and
-radio should have the same rights as the
' written press to cover irials, Representa-

tives of those media do, of course, have the
'same rights, What they are denied, and
quife properly, is the use of their electronie

"equipment in the courtroom. Still eameras -

.are similarly banned from the courts while
_p trial is actually in progress.

Articie VI of the Bill of Rights is part of

_ capacities.

'-—-—.r__'g,. "

the public's constilutional 'pro‘tectmns
insofar as it applies to individuals. The
purpose of a public trial is primarily to
protect the accused by ensuring that the
- processes of justice are fairly carried: out.
All courtrooms have limited seating
The presence of the press
guarantees, among; other things, that a
courtrooim cannot be "packed" by sgecta-":
tors favoring one side. '

To Introduce TV camer as or 1ec01dmg
equipment into a courtrobm is to run the
risk of transforming a publie trial into a

- trial by publicity. F01 mer California Atty.

Gen. (now a state Supreme Court ]ustlce)
Stanley Mosk noted five yeals ago that "a
witness who knows he is 'on camera! is

likely .to be acting 1nstead of relating’

facts."

- No one denies thele is great. interest in
the Sirhan case, It is precisely because of
that interest and attendant.emotions that
special care must be taken to avoid turning
the trial into an entertainment spectacle,
In this case as in all others considerations
of justice must take precedence.

The rights of all parties.in the case, and
the public's right to know, can be fully
served without live TV coverage. The.
Board of Supervisors should rescmd the
motlon

cCé%ﬂM
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I feel the citizens have a right to be
informed and to observe our courts.
I ‘agree with those portions of your

publicity.” I do not advocate this nor would
I support televising (the Sirhan) trial if
there had to be cameras, crews and cables
strewn across the floor,

camera in this courtroom.

" It is in one of the air conditioning units
“over the window and its lens will cover most
of the courtroom, including the -judge and
witnesses but not'the jury. There is already
a2 television cable from the eighth floor
courtrcom to a former jury room on the
| fourth floor which is being converted for an
additional 100 reporters to cover the trial.

I would object to extra cameras in the
courtroom, However, since we have Channel
28 (which is an educational, non-profit
television'channel in Los Angeles), it would
seem to me simple and practical that this

fourth floor and’ broadcast the entire
proceedings. No one in the court room
would see the camera. There would be no
disturbance. Yet, the public would have the
opportunity to witness this historic trial.

. * -

Whether or not the Judicial Council of
California modifies Rule 980 (which prohi-
‘bits “"photographing, recording for broad-
casting or breadcasting while court is in
session”), I believe a video tape recording of
the trial should be made not ounly for the
benefii of appeals but the benefit of the
public and in the best interest of justice,

I share vour concern that we do not want
to make thig trial into an "entertainment
spectacle” in which the witnesses, judges
and lawyers wouid be constantly aware of
the camera. I believe both the prosecution
and the defense, as well as the judge, the
jury and the witnasses—whether or not
there is a camera or reporters—will do
everything within their power to present
the facts to the jury in the highest tradition
of ‘Amer€in jurisprudence. '

: i
There is already a hidden television{

“Supervisor Hahn Offers Argumént
|- o Favor of Televising Sirhan Trial ,

a
§

" [Whether Rule 980 is amended this year or ,l:_

xt, I predict that in the not too distant
future certain other courtroom proceedings

o . . will be opened to television if it serves the
editovial (Dec. 12) regarding the risk of yegt initerests of the public, the accused an
"transforming a public trial into a trial by |the court. .

Supervisor, Second Djétrict
Los #ngeles

1 wish to commend The Times for the
-editorial (Dec. 12) "Television _and the
iSirhan Trial,” opposing the television cover-
age of criminal trials as an unconstitutional
“trial by publicity.” )

The California Rules of Court "wisely
prohibit the televising of any criminal trial ,

or the sound reasons’ set forth in }tg}lrl
‘L

+ Rampamicw -— i

éditorial. The object of a criminal trial must:

remain a calm search for the truth and not a.
. source of public diversion.

ARTHUR L. ALARCON

Judge, Superior Court

_ LosAfigeles

| [I— T m————

station could connect to the receiver on the

00 4 Jariae
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ISUPREME C
[REFUSES F
'SIRHAN/NEWS BAN |

. The U.S. upleme Court Monday
- refused to upset a Los Angeles
" Superior Court order restricting the
release of information in the case of
" Sirhan B. Sirhan, accused assassin
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.
. Dist. Atty. Evelle J, Younger had
appealed the order,
failed to balance the need for a fair.
trial with the right of free speech.
But atLorneys for the Superior
Court pointed out that without some
restriction, prejudicial publicity was
! likely to occur. They contended
. there was no restraint of free speech
+ because the order was not d:rected
to news media.

issued the order June 7. The order
was directed against  attorneys,
police, grand jurors,

‘ thnessea and ‘others officially con-
nected with the case,

It directs them not to release or
give opinions about evidence, doc-
uments, exhibits or similar aspects
of the case, on penalty of "swift
action to punish for contempt.”

Younger's challenge of the order
previously was denied by the State
Court of Appeal. The State Supreme
Court refused to review it. The trial

A ———

subpoenaed:

is scheduled to start Jan. 6 .

UFSET

chargmﬂ it .

Superior Judge Arthur L. Alarcon

(07 Jutu

f2/T &8
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the fird member of the defense
team of Sirhan B. Sirhan, ac-
cused slayer of Sen. Robert F,
Kennedy. C

- $irhan gave approval to Ber-
tman yesterday during a briei
hearing in a small 14th floor
courtroom of the Hall of Jus-
tice. S

Supegior Judge Herbert V.
Wagg asked Sirhan if he ap-
profed of Berman and the Jor-
danian immigrant replied, “Yes
sir, I do.”

Berman joins West Coast at-
torneys Russpil E. Parsg and
Grant Cogp{; in prepafing the
defense 4n the murder trial
Jwhich starts Jan. 7.

i Also during the hearing yes-
terday, -Judge Walker formally
ordered the jury be sequestered

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
3rd Attorney Named,
For Sirhon Defense -

| {locked in) during the trial.
Arguments against isolating
the jury were made by prosecu-
tor John Howard, who contend-
ed the court's restrictive rulings
‘0 the press eliminated harm to
the jury., ) .
Defense attorney Cooper
argued that sequestering was
necessary and _then formally
motionted for the isolation of the|
jury, “with the understanding
jury members could visit with
their families on weekends.
Judge Walker, in issuing his|
order, said, “I'm not concerned
with the press’ handling of this| -
case; I'm more worried jury
members might be harrassed.”
The judge then revealed that
he himself had received mailed|
threats, including a letter whch
advised him to “make syre my
insurance is paid dp—

-
p

r
;
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N.Y. Aﬁorney Joms
-2 LA, Lawyers in

Assassmahon Trial

1 BY DAVE SMITII
"5 Times Stafl Wriler

New York ttorney g]m,ile_ZQIa
Belman lly joined two Los
hgeles fawyers Wednesday in de-

fense of .Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
- accused slayer of Sen. Robert F.
_-Kennedy.

@

iense. e

sf@f lopes
an's Life

i

concemed that jurors not be SLO
jected to threats or harassment aftér .
the trial opens, adding. that he

thimself has already received mailed
| threats,

Thé jurist said
involved in trials "become case-
hardened" to harassment and "don't

|»experienca the same appehension,
as jurors, with phone calls and cars |

driving by the house at night.”

mtenthn to allow spouses fo visit
jurors .on weekends—a plan to

cution objected,

Agked how the defense team
"would direct its efforts, the 65-year-
‘old Berman told newsmen that they
- hoped, "to some extent, for exonera-
“tion, We are hoping to save his life."
".” Berman, in a brief hearing bef

. Superior Judge Herbex Vajer, i

’

was admitted to practice in Chlifor--
-nia for the/duration of Sirhan's trial,

-schedule to begin Jan. 7 e joins
- promingnt defense attorgeys Grant
- Coope

efending the 2% year,old Jordanian.
Juqze -Walker, wHo will preside °
‘aver- the trial, also announced he
will lock up the jurors at night and-
“over weekends throughout the trial,
which is expected o consume at
.least three months.

Agst, Dist. Atty. John Howard
argued that sequestering the jury
would work an intolerable hardship
on many prospective jurors, and
would thus make it harder to
impanel a jury and limit the broad
sociological base from which jurors .
shanid he drawri.

. and Russell fParsofis in |

- fin his selection.
Called Intolerable Hardship Jr|

Sirhan, clean shaven and dressed
in the usual pale blue dress shirt,
spoke only four words during the
short hearing. "Yes sir, I do," he told
Judge W’alker when asked if he
accepted Berman on the defense
team. ’

Quiet and Reserved

Berman, like Parsong, appeared a
quiet, reserved figure, in contrast to
the jovial, affable Cooper.

Cooper intrpduced Berman to
! various court officials as *Zook."

When asked how he came by the
nickname, Berman said: "On the
sidewalks of New York, you can't
get along with the name Emile
ZoIa "

Berman, a Jew, was asked if his
| ethnie backﬂroLnd were significant
Sirhan's alleged
anti-Zionist feelings have been w1de-
‘ly regarded as a factor in the slaying
y of Kermedy, who had advocated U. S,
| military aid to Israsel. . Berman
'replied that the subjact rad never
been dizcussed.

Berman ig best know nufog his 1956
' defense offMarine Dri ":tf Mat-

N leader of the recrmt

drowne in a stream near Parris
Island, 5.C. McKeon was convicted
of negligent homicide and spent

thirer mmaths in the drig.———

_sTudge Walker r rephed that he Wi s

that persons "

Judae Walker repeated his earlier-’

which neither the defense or prose-

ae é %Mo
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H ﬂ 10 J\‘z"@ DefenzaAll
Be" aticial to Sirhan

Deputy Agrees to Monon at Ilearmg, NO(GS That. His
Ofﬂce Aheady Has Provided Most of What ls Renuesxed

BY JOHN DREYFUSS

Times Siaff Writar

" The District Attorney's office was
ordered Monday to share with
Sirhan B. Sirhan's defense attorneys
all evidence which might specifical-
ly aid the man accused of assassinat-
ing Sen. Robert F. Kennédy.

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker
rissued the order on a routine motion
by Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan's
three lawyers.

Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard
redqiy 'a'ax eed to the motzon, neting

cof  Justice

that his office has already provided
most of what it requested.

Sirhan was present for the 13-
minule hearing in the special Hall
courtroom, but said
nothing except “3eu, sir" m answer
1o several questions.

At Cooper's request, the judge.
ordered Howard to investigate a
report that Sirhan may have forged
an $81.57 check in 1966.

Cooper, who maintained Sirhan
did not commit the alleged forgery,
said a recent news story indicated
he might have and was misleading
and harmful to his client.

The attorney also said he had

invited a noted psychiatrist and
expert on criminology to examine
Sirhan.
* Dr, Bernard Diamond, a psychia-
trist and professor of criminolozy
and law at UC Berkeley, had seen
Sirhan, Cooper said. .

Cooper said he had asked Diamond
to visit Sirhan because it is his duty
as a lawyer to "examine any and all
possible defenses,"

Sirhan agreed fo be 1noculated
against the Hong Kong flu, and
Walker orderad the shot adminis-

tered in help insure that the trial
bediT a5 scheduled on JEEr T

aaém
D226
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i JUST ANCTHER FACE in the crowd . . . or? Herald-Examiner
photographer Bob Shultz in reviewing the pictures he took on thie mght
the late Sen. Robert Kemnedy was assassinated was suddenly struck by
a face in the crowd, the crowd that had gathered at the Ambassador Hotel
in victory celebration following the election victory in California of Senator
Kemnedy. To Schuliz and others who studied the picture and the enlarge-.
ment, the face had the characteristics of aceused assassin Sirhan B.
Sirhan. But two otler factors intrigued those who studied the piciures.
One was that the “face in the crowd” was stationed to the rigit of the
speaker’s stand near the exits that Senator Kennedy later took toward the
kitchen and his death, The other was the “polka-dot-like coat of the
woman who was standing near the “face” in question, Investigators from
the Los Angeles Police Department were presented with the pictures.
‘They have refused to make any positive identification, ruling out any other
connection hetween the “face” and the assassination. They do point out
that the hand raised near the ‘“face” apparently belouged to someone
else in the crowd. An official Los Angeles Police Departmeni photo as
displayed after the assassination hy Police Chief Tom Reddin is shown for
comparison with the new pictures of ‘the face in the crowd’ the night Sen-,
alor Kennedy was shot, The trial of Sirkan B. Sirhan is. scheduled to begin

1:1}1 January 7. CoL
Arréw, at left, in to;;n
phote poinis to man
bearing resemblance to!
tccused assassin of Sena-
tor Robert Kannedy. Pie-
ture was made at Kens
nedy victory celebration.
moments before the Sen-!
ator was slain, Details of!
man’s appeorance are
enlarged in blawup at
left. Comparison of the
unidentified person a‘nd!
Sirhan can be made by,
the phote of Kennedy
suspo:t disployed by Po-
licz_ Chief Thomas Red-
din, rignt. e

o1 Ssen

/-269
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irhian Cleared_of

| Any. Connect on ii‘%
Check Forgery Qas&

" Sirhan Blsha:a Sirhan, faclng tr1a1

! next week in the assassination of {Indicate page, name of

| Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was newspaper, city and state.) |

| cieared Monday.of any’ connection f
' with the theft and forgery of a

] -payroll check made out in his name ) 1-3

« | in 1986. ' - ' :
~ l One of Sirhan's attorneys, Grant B. Los Angeles, Calif.
/. ' | Coaper, had asked a police investiga« :

f + | tion ,to clear Sirhan's name after
' | existence of the forged check was
diselosed last Dec. 7.
Dep. Police Chief . Robert A.
" Houghton carried out the investiga-
tion at the order of Superior Judﬂe'
HerbertV Walker. o

Among. Several Stolen .

Hou"hton said the check was
made out to Sirhan Sirhan against
- Allifillach Constructioir Co. on Nov.~
‘14, 1966, for 381.57, representing
Sirhan's pay as a racehorse exercise
boy. The check was signed by the
hookkeeper of the Gra"ua Gista del
i | Rio Ranch, Wwhich is owned by the
! | construction company. i
P Houdhton said the check was

among szveral stolen from the!

"4 | com an}‘s offices. It was never in: ‘
' 'Sir‘ngn's hands. Sirhan's name was ‘ Date: 12/31/63
forged to the stolen check and it was gaion: Night Final
{ 1 cashed at a Corona grocery store. ‘ Aathor:
. The unsolved forgery case came to . . . L
i ligh* when the Justice Department . Ediier: Nick B. Willia
i [ was checking police files in another . Title: Kensalt
case. :
Houghton said there is now a'
sucpect in the forgery and the casé’
is under investigation by Corona - Character: |
pohce : By or .
" Jd_ﬁ‘rl b sl:c.?gggle S\!*Vtac],.keg' to t ﬂl ' . Classification: 56—156 .
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: It was m v April when the v1o‘ence

tional headhnes, ‘there to remain for
many months. Negro' civil. rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King was
sfain April 4, but there wag an!
aftermath. of riots that ‘left "death.

destruction and blttmness Lacross
thé nation., - . .
" Dr. Iung, Nobel Peace ;

winner and - apo;tle of nonvlolence
met violent death by. gunfire as he
stood on. the balcony.of-.a Negro- |
awned motel in Memphis, where he
had come to aid striking - Negro
sanitation workers, . .. . . -
As word spread (hrough' the
nation, so did disorder, fires, looting
and major riots. In Washington,
hardest hit of some 100 cities, .\Ieﬂlo
mohs burned down and. looted
business establishments within two
miles of the White House. As.in
other cities, a curfew was imposed,
sales of fivearms and liquor were
bauned and federal troops—4,000 in
the naticn's Caplml-uwme callﬂd up-
‘Other Ameticans reacted by clos-
ing stores, cancelling sports, sccial
ana theatrical events. and. halting

political activity. President Johnsa Teilin renting or
i dwelling u

delayved a projacted trin to Haws
for consultations on Vletnam and
the Paris peace talks.

It was late in. the month’ befcne
conditions stabilized to-the point
where the hation could tote up-its
losses in the civil disorders: 46 dead,
all but five of them Negroes, an
astronogical cost in money . and.

property and ‘a truly inca lcuhlg},e
‘Inss in interracial zood will...

et

News Du ﬂﬂ@ W@

I\mrf's auerfed assassm W as 1g]gnt1,—

N
apce again spilled over into interna- fleEI after the murder as one James

Farl Ray, an ex-convict who leit a
wide trail extending through . the
ISouth . and. Midwest as well as Los
‘Angeles. Despite an all-out searc’q
by more than 3,000 FEL agents,’ it
was not until more than two "nomhs
later that he was tracked down in
London. Extradited,. he promptly
sald his. life. story for a. do“n._
payment of $25,000 to finance his
defense that wiil bagin next March
“in a Memphis comtmom .

1t seemed like only a'tiun “of the
ihouwlabs before the nation was
plunged into motirning once again—-
this timé for the man who -had
bBecome " almost .a deity to the
‘nution's vouth' and a  hoped-for
saviour to the country's’ minori z.es‘E

| One major bill passed by, Congvr =a=f
ohly days after Dr. King's death wat
the federal civil nfrht bill to ban
dlacnmmatlon in the sale or rental
of 80¢% ‘of U.S. housing units hy
19:0 Thm was followed two moanths
'later by an even stronger Supreme
Court ruling—-based on an 1866
ozcim'mce-—va hich hans diserimina-

tion in
sell mﬂ‘ va

nit.

&
N/‘
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Robert Kennedy, exactly twyp "
moiths and one day after Dr. King's -

murder, was gunned down in% " 4 ) & o ‘
the main balroom of Los Angeles' " ° ..1.118 ShOtb Ral]b 'Q-ut’

Ambassador Hotel a few minutes T aqvivmidir Trall - .
past midnight and only momentsI&Clul@d}/‘- FCH e DU

after he had claimed victory in
California's important primary. pres-
ldential election. - ) .

Millions
across the nation,-closely lollowing
the senator's relentless drive Lo the

of televlszon- T viewers

\I{_)rtally ..Wbiiiidqd’_’ ] 3

1

+ v

Reactions to the :tragedy were

White House; were shocked into a| Many and- varied: Politically, it was
numbness that would remain for'@ New ball game. While a heavy

days. They saw the-sudden chaos,
they heard the sereams, the shouts,
the curses and witnessed the una-
bashed weeping that went on for
frantic mortents while Kennedy
Supporicis captured and disarmecd
the suspected assassin, an immi-
grant Jordanian student who asser-
tedly tracked down Kennedy be-
cause of what he believed were the
setiatol's pro-Israeli sentiments.-

. The overfloly crowd in the smoke,
flded balircomt was still chanting,

We waht Bobby!"as the shots rang

Jat, Kemedy fell mortally wounded
and five other persons slumped over
with minor injuries. His alleged
killer, Sirhan B. Sirhan, was cap-
tured and pummeled by Kennedy
aides and will go to trial early next
year on a plea of not guilty.

At 140 am. on June 7, slightly
more than t{wo davs afler he was
guniwxl  down, Robert I-'itzgeraid
Kennedy died at ithe age.of 42.

. As messages of condolence pourad
in -from ,across the nation and
throughout the globe, the Kennedy
clan once- again buried 2 fallen
member. Only heurs -after he died,
the senator's hody was flown in a
presidential jetliner to New Y_ork.
where it lay in state in St Patrick's
Cathedral pending a Requiem Mass
the following Saturday, Following a
televised funeral,.it was then taken
by special-train to Washington and
buried by torchlight next to that of
Kenrmedy's assassinated brother.

* percehtage of the nation's youth and

its minovity- groups wandered. in a
leaderless daze, McCarthy, Vice Pre-
sident,Humphrcy and- Nixon faced
the facts of life and reoriented their
presidential campaigns, T
But by. far the .most notewortiy
result of Kennedy's murder was a
public outcry for an end to violence.
-t city, state and national levels this
tock the form of ..demands for
stringent control on the sale and use
of firearms—a movement that was
launched with President Kennedy's
death in Dalias only to be torpedoed

» by special-interest: lobbyists at all

levels. e -
Despite the clamor, despite the
fact that frightened citizens were
buying guns faster than ever as
violence continued {tnabated, Cop-
gress enacted legislation that merely
banned interstate sales of firearms
and over-the-counter zales to juve-
niles and nonresidents -of the. state

ob purchase- L E———
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An aircraft worker, Thorn-

ton was convicted of a series

of sex affacks and kidnaping,
. of three womenh. Noné were

kiligd but one was injured so
he ivas convicted under Cali-
fornia’s Little Lindbergh Law.

Judge. Walker became in-
valved in the Caryl Chessman
case when he disqualified

himself i the sentencing of

the “Red Light Bandit.”
It was Chessman’s ninth ap-

peal, and Walker said he took'

himself out of the case when
it appeared that defense attor-
neys had a chance for two
more years of appeals be-
-cause it was' alleged thdt the
judge had discussed the case
with District Attorney William
B. McKesson.

At the timé lie denied he
held any prejudice in Chess-
man’s case,

Asked if he had been com-
pared with famed -criminal
judge Charles Fricke, Walker
langhed,

“You are talking about the
man who was my ideal on the
bench,” he said. “He was an

, author, a lecturer, and I'm
none of those things.”

Walker aspired to the bench
| following his ‘graduation from
| the University of Southern

California Law School in 1923.

Hetwas deputy corporation
eommissioner for 15 years
Ifollawhhg graduation from

school; spent three years as
chief deputy district attorney;
and was in privaie practice
for seven years before his
appointment to the bench.

“I've sat on a]l three cor-
ners of the trlangle and I
think T know pretty well what
the attorneys down front are
thinking,” Walker said,

He is given eredit for run-
ning a tight courtroom during
the Confidential Magazine
trial. With *all the ‘racy”
material that. was placed in
exhibit, he wouldn’t let the
trial become a “‘three-ring cir-

“cus,””

Although he has been re-
versed many times on Appeal

with the “liberality of U.S. -

Supreme Court decisions,”
Walker has seldom questioned
a jury verdict.

“When that has-happened, I
discussed the case with tie
jury, and I had to agree with
them each time that their
conelusion was logical,”
Walker said, .

The courtroom for the Sir-
han trial is'small, with just 75
seats, 37 of which have heen
reserved for the news media,

Walker ‘said he would not
object if attorneys on both
sides agree to a. closed-circuit

second room on the floor be-

low the main courtroom. This

will be used to accommodate
additional news media who
have asked to.cover the pro-
ceedings.

Walker’s courtroom on the
8th floor of the Hall of Justice'
was selected because it offers
maximum security for the de-
fgendant.

Before enfering USC in 1922,
Walker held a munber of jobs
to finanee his edueation. He
worked in an ol field in Cas-
malia, Calif., and at the La
Brea Ol Fields in Los An
geles, He alse served as chain
man f0r a Los Angeles city
surveying crew:

Before college he served
two years in the Navy during
World War I on the battleship
USS Kentucky.

He might have had a career
in motion pictures.

“They used to shoot movies
near where. I lived in Holly-
wood as a boy, and I got to he
an extra in a series called
“Bill thé Office Boy.”

Born in San Francisco in
J891, Walker moved around
the couptry with his family.
They lived in Connecticit,
New York and Arizona: before

television transmission to a returning to California,

He attended Los Angeles
High and Lemoore Unjon
High in his teen years.

Judge Walker, an active Ep-\
iscopalian, met his wife, the.
former Alice Sophia Phelps,
at church. They were married
in 1925 and have three chil-
dren and 12 grand-children.

A daughter, Mrs. Kathleen
Brockelhurst, lives in Sunset
Beach; a son, Herhert Weston,
Walker, lives in Newport
Beach and prattices law in
Santa Anpa; and a second
daughter  Mrs.  Elizabeth
Suzanne Zentner lives in Los
Banos.

A resident of Glendale near
the La Crescenta line, Judge
Walker is a member of the
Los: Angeles, Glendale and
American Bar Associations,
Lawyer’s .Club, American Ju-
dicature Society, and Phi Al
pha Delta legal fraternity.

He is a member of the
American  Legion, Masonic
Lodge, Shrine, Acacia frater-
nity, Native Song of the Gold-
en West, Los Angeles Athletic
Club, Chancery Club, Legion
Lex and is past pres;dent of
the USC Law Alimni Assac1a,|
tion..

He is.a past: president of this
California State Employe's As-
sociation,
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Recqllmg the Scene That Night

It was approximately 12:20
a.m. the morning of June 3,
1968.

More than 1000 wildly enthu-
siastic Democrats jostled
each other and cheered in the
hot, jammed Embassy Room
of the Ambassador Hotel, a
California vietory theirs.

At the Cinderella hour, Sen.

Robert ¥. Kennedy had
stepped before the micro-
phone to acknowledge his
triumph in the California
Democratic primary election
apd to thank them for their
support.

Clustered at his elbow were
some of his super supporters
—his wife, Ethel, other mem-

bers of the family of tragedy
and triumph, Assembly
Speaker Jesse Unrubh, athlete
and singer Roosevelt Grier.

The senator’s speech was
low key—one of thanks, of
etcouragement for the cam-
paign ahead—and it was
largely drowned out by the
cheering.

The Other Victims

On that fateful early morn-
ing exactly seven months ago
today, violence unparalleled
in Los Angeles political histo-
ry shattered the hopes of the
California Democratic Party
and of much of the nation.

At that hour Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy was mortally wound-
ed by gunshots that rang out
in a pafitry kitchen of, the
_Ambassador Hotel.

—_——

o frnvedo Ve

k)

Five other persons, all re-
covered, were wounded in the
barrage of bullets. They
were: ]

Paul Schrade, western di-
rector of the WUnited Auto
Workers, 415¢ 5. Hillerest
Drive, shot in the head.
William Weisel, 30, network
newsman for ABC-TV, of
Washington, D.C., wounded in
the -abdomen,

Irwin Stoll, 17, of 6089 Hor-
ner St., shot in the leg.

Mrs. Elizabeth Ewvans, 43,
Saugues, a scalp wound,

Ira Goldstein, 19, of 4077
Hayvenhurst Ave., Encino,
newsman for Continental
News Service, shot in the left
hip.

All are expected to testify in
the murder trial of Sirhan B,
Sirhan.

The Kennedys and thelt
party, bound for private. cel
brating at The Fagtor
changed their planned exit
course through the packed
crowd in the stifling ballroom.

Avoiding the room's make
entrance, they moved toward
a kltchen pantry.

In the pauniry was a man |

now accused as the assdssin
of Sen. Kenttedy—Sirhan Bis-
hara Sirham.

Shots rang out.

A man identified by police
as Sirhan was crushed to the
floor and a pistol wrenched
from his hand. . '

Nearby Senator Kennedy
sprawled on his back on the
floor, his eyes glazing, mme«
bile.

Twenty-five and 01'11l half
hours later Senator Kehnedy
was dead.
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

. “Victim of
Violence

Martin Luther King,
black America’s,
foremost Jeader ln!
] the non-violenr;
struggle for clvil,
rights, was the
victim of violence
when he was cassos-
sinoted April 4. HareI
his casket is drewn
by mules through the
streets of Atflonta in
o funeral coriege
-+ that was witnassed
—TT by thousands.
L »

I The Secoﬁ[
Kennedy *

Sen. Robari Kennedy
was shot and killed in
the Ambassador Hotel in
Los  Angeles mements
uaffer o speech celebrat-
ing his victory over Sen.
Eugene McCarthy in the :
California primary June
4. Four days later he was '
eulogized by his hrother
Edward {right) of funeral
servicés in New York.

Y
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!Life- Eé@kga‘ouﬁ;_
Told by Those
Closest to Him |

wy

1

* BY ROBERT C. TOTH
and DAVE SMITH

Times Staff Writers

In-Arahic the name Sirhan means
*wanderer."

In the little villages near Jerusa-
lem—in what once was Palestine
and is now Jordan and Israel--many
ldistantly related families bear the
name, Yet few people exemplify it as
does Bishara Salameh Sirhan, now
patriarch of a famous family,

Bishara; 55, has ivisited at least
three times in the United States,
where in 1957 he left his wife, Mary;
daughter, Ayda, and three younger
sons, Adel, Sirhan and Munir, and
returned alone to Jordan, taking the
family's money with him. In June of
1968, he and Mary were divoreed,
after+ 11 vears of court action in
which he accused her of infidelity. A
priest called him a liar, and his own
eldest sons, Sharif and Saidallah,
testified that he tortured them by’
burning them with hot irons.

village of Taiyba, mear Jerusalem, -
‘where he shuns his neighbors and
they, in turn, repeat old stories of
Sirhan family violence. Some of the
stories are unquestionably false, but .

<

them. , -

the villagers, significantly, believe |
* ., .

B .
P .t -~

'8

- s .- LAY
.

'.l; Sirhan's’ .
« i Though Bishara has not worked
, since 1957, he lives in one of the

i town's most substantial stone
houses, and, at his death, he will go

‘| to the most imposing mausoleum in

Taiyba's cemetery, 'ItF portal stone
proclaims in Arabie:' "This is the
toml of Bishara Sirhan.” There is no
mention of his family. - -
Sirhan was born March 19, 1944, In
Jerusalem's Russian Hospital.
" Bighara is the sole informant
Fabout Sirhan's earliest years, and
though he did not say so immediate-
ly, in later interviews Bishara said
| Sirhan saw violence in the 1048

[l

. “In 1948 he saw many
things,” says Bishara,
¢ “woundings and suffer-

)

ings...

b

Arab-Israeli war that was "trauma-
tic" to him. ..
"Tn 1948 he saw many things," says
Bishara, "woundings and sufferings
... Sirhan was injured in the war"

—ngt physically, but j‘in (hi_s__ _l}f."a%___

and heart.” = -, .

Today Bishara lives in his boyheod
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- Thé {irst such Wound was inflict. " Ancther time, Bishara ’sé'ﬁ' 'S, on

<ed, he says,” when he and Sirhan #nother errand to the, post office,’a: .

swent one day from-their home in mortar shell exploded with ‘such

»Jerusalem's Musrara sector to the

~ post office in the Old .Walled City,

ivia- the Damascus Gate, aiid’an
Yexplosive-filled bairel was dropped
_near the.-gate and blew up. "The

'ground shook,; ,the  walis ~shook.
Sirhan cried from his-heart, He fell
down. I. thought he was _dead,
finished. .1 waited - and ! after 20
minutes he opened his eyes. 'Daddy,’
he said , ..* (Here Bishara hits the
table, muttering in Arabie, and his
‘eyes moisten; when he resumes
talking, there is no audible emotion
in his voice, however.) e
"1Can you walk?' I asked him. He
¢ould not-walk but he didn't want
-me to carry him, lest I get tired.
~Jmagine! We saw the yard full of
blood—about 40 or 50 killed. The
vard was full of pieces of meat.
_'Daddy, I don't want to see it,' he
+said, and I covered his eyes until we
passed the sight. He was so fright-
ened he spent two days in bed."

Describing the same incident an-
other time, it is interesting to note,
Bishara revealed that the explosion
occurred before he-had compieted
.his errand. After Sirhan had re-
~vived, Bishata went“on with his

1‘.

force nearby-that Sirhan fell off a:

stairway, suffering a bruised cheek

.and bloody nose, B S
: It ‘'was amid the explosions  éf
shells that the family fled its tiny 7+’
by-10-foot room in Musrara in 1948,
when Sirhan was 4. They hid in the
room:- for ' two days. and nights,
Bishara recalls, while fighting raged
in the city. Finally,  he says, "a
British officer told us to go, so we
ran away without anyihing, .no
furniture, no clothing, no shoes." ~~

They fled to the 0ld Walled City in
,Arab  Jerusalem, moving into a
house formerly.occupied by Jews,.
while refugee Jews took sanctuary
in their abandoned room in Musra-
ra. : L L e
Bishara lost his job after this war,
d "it was very hard for two
vears," he says. "Then 1 went to
Amman where I met a British major,
I had worked for here and he gave
me a job on water supply in a
Jordan army camp,” This appears to
have been Bishara's only steady job
from 1948 until the family's move to
America in 1957,

When first” told of Kennecfy's-

assassination, Bishara . said, “I'm:

,business, and it was when he yas stypefied. I'm shocked. This is the

“taking Sirhan home," back through
“"the .bloody scene at the Damascus
Gate, that Sirhan protested at the
SIERT. . T e

ackest day of my-life .-l am.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O0. 14176 ' . -



L
.

eIy sorry. T brotght my. children T “But one'more question: Why did he -~

-

utp s best 1.could.and fo fear.God™ leave his family in America in 19577

_Sirhan, he said, "was a talented
boy, more than his ‘four brothers.
:How he came to this is beyond me."

"I came back because of my mother.
'She is-.90," said  Bishara, waving
;toward the village. But she does not

'

‘Sirhan was a "very gentle, polite, |1ive in.the village, nor with Bishara;

.quiet ‘and humble boy, interested
tmainlyin Books. It's beyond compre-

‘hension how-he could have commit-

:téd such’a terrible act on his own
nitiative without having been put
aip to do it by some other people. . .

+My, son was a_good Christian all his

life, He could not have done such a
thing -on his own. Someone must
have pushed him into it." |

-'"In_Jerusalem,"-Bishara recalled,
"the children were good, were

satisfied." Had they ever required
discipline, physical punishment per-

_ . Sirhan was" “religious,
“-clever. Every Sunday he
-went to Sunday school. He
" prayed before going to

bed” - T -

SR

haps? Bisharg looked intent for a
moment, thenisaid, "Sometimes you
had to beat them." But had he ever
hurned them with a hot iron?

Bishara shook his head: no. And had |

he ever beaten Sirhtn? "Sirhan was

good. I never hit him," Bishara said. S o, 7
Jevel, 15:by-30-foot. room, vast by.®“wo ot io oo T caw the boy go ot

The question is repeated later, and
again he denies it, eyes darting from
place to place: "No, never. Never
~. o mever . o T
. Then what of Sharif and Saidal-
"lah? Why had they left home in
their early -teens "This is not

she” lives next door, with a brother
Bishara has not spoken to since
1953, and Bishara and his mother do
not speak either. =~ . ..’

As a child,” Bishara said,” Sirhan
was "religious, clever. Every' Sun-
day he went to Sunday school. He

prayed before going to bed.” Bishara .

added, as praise of his pious son,
that "he never went out to play,
never . , . I like Sirhah very much.
The neighbors, teachers,” they “all
said he was the best.t . .
s, Sithan was so well behaved and
pious, Bishara said proudly, that ke

:fj}equentlx--dis_flbprove' A6t oK e."i‘-“j
! iildren's language, Sometimes he”

would bring a-friend home and be a

» perfect host, but after the boy left; |

Sirhan would say, “"that boy uses

bad language. Don't ever let him in

the house ‘again."" - _ ¥
- After fleeing Musrara, the Sirhans

" moved into a building at the corner
*.lof El Malak Road and Suq el-Hussur

1 'Street, a poor but clean neighbor-

hood in the 0ld Walled City. The
puilding housed a store on the
ground floor, a stone stalrvgay to a
common toilet on the landing, and
three rooms on the second floor.
Tach of the rooms was occupied by
.an entire family. .. - AT
The Sirhans' room was ‘a sphtl
contrast to their Musrara home.

rain, reservoir on the roof was the

'2'A Very Secretive Family' .,
* Mrs. "Hashima remembers the
' Sirhans as,"a very secretive family. .
They seldom .spoke to others and’
they didn't allow their children to.

play in the. street-with. others . ; .#

The -mother always talked about .
Jesus and religion." But, she adds,
they didn't act superior ‘to' their-
neighbors, just aloof, AN

They never diseussed* family
troubles’ with Mrs., Hashima, "but.
there were differénces between him
and his wife about ‘the children. He
kicked out the eldest”sons and the
mother didn't like it,"-.-.° " ..
| The Sirhans -seemed, poor at’ the
beginning, ‘Mrs. Hashima recalls,
"but then the mother became a
missionary, She spoke English very
well. She was intelligent. She got
gifts from the church for the family,
—clothes and games for the child-
ren." ooy s

In the early 1950s, she recalls,
Mary Sirhan was no longer a pretty-
woman, after a disease caused her
lower lip to pull to one side. Mrs.
Hashima says she thought Bishara
wanted to divorce Mary after her.
disfigurement, although .there was
never any talk of another woman.

Sirhan, she says, was definitely
Bishara's favorite, and "you respect-
ed Sirhan when he talked, He was
not a boy in his head." But he waé
weak and thin—she recalls once
when : he was hospitalized with
dysentery—and didn't play in street
games. SR Ces

dressed in a scout uniforfy,” she

water supply, the walls were un- .

{ painted, and a single kerosene: lamp
was the sole light. It had a domed
i ceiling and a grilled window over-

important,” said Bishara. "No one is . looking the street. *  ~ oo

perfect:, . . I've seen many things in

my life. People change the truth . , .

Also moving into the house after
the 1948 war were two Arab Muslim

Ipside t'ge family I don't wan_t‘.fto families—refugees from parts of

speak aboui." oot

Jerusalem that later became Isr_‘aelf
- those of Amid Yousef Hashima
and Esu Jubran. T
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reﬂ-n-—ﬂ-f’ca 5. "I once asked Maty to lot & ———.}'ubran also remembers - E‘bom%%%t dufing “those ™ ygats,. "
|
|

sons play with him to listen to hlS
good English and learn, but. she said
~'no time.™ , -
~ The erhan children Went to the
rchurch-operated  Lutheran school,
- better than the public shodl where
nelghbor children went, and-Sirhan
Pwas very good in wrltlng and
freadmg, clever. He stayed in the
-house, didn't play with other boys.
The' chlldren didn't speak in the
house. They ' were afraid of the
. father," :

"They 'were a confused fannly,"
says Mrs. Jubran, "No one knew
'What was between Mary and Bisha-
ra." She often heard Bishari .shout-
ing at his wife.

‘T don't know where they got
money," she says. "Mary gave gifts

to small children, but onIy to,

Christian children. She ‘just worked
for her own religion . . . When any
neighbors needed help, \Iary would
‘help them, but she only gave gifts
and money to Christian children |
. . . Ayda was the best one of the '
famlly, she says, but adds, "I liked
'Mary

- And Sirhan? "The father did not
allow Sirhan to go out of the house.

All of -thém “were afraid of the‘

father. He turned the house into a -
jail for them . . , The father always
made Sirhan afraid. The boy was
not well in his mind. He was af
complicated hoy."

Did he ever talk about the 1948
war experiences*Bishara described?’
No, says Mrs. Jubran, "none of them
ever " mentioned them." And did

_Bishara appear to favor Sirhan over
“the other children? "He hit théem all
*the same, He had a heart of stone.”

A Sickly, Nervous Boy

" Mrs. Jubran's husband, Esu, re-
.calls Sirhan as a dark-skinned,
sickly and nervous boy who, "when
he wasn't .yelling at his sister and
brothers would sit with his mind
.away."

“Mary was very protective, Jubran
remembers, and Sirhan seemed older
than “his years. f"\l'v'}ie}n he talked,"
says Jubran, "it felt like he was not
11 years old." B

‘ot -

-explosion in 1954, when the shop-
keeper on the floor below was killed,
"I don't know if Sirhan saw it
- acfually happen," he says, ."but I
saw him in the crowd right after-
ward." And from then' on, says
+Jubran, Sirhan seemed changed

fought ', . . He played rough when
. his father Was away. I complained
sometimes to Bishara and the father
hit him hard." ,

" Another neighbor, Mrs. Laila Said,
reca[l_s that Bishara used to lock

would have to bring food to her.
Once, she says, Bishara chamed her
to the grilled window,

She says Bishara used'to discipline
the boys with cruel beatings, once
_beating one of the sons until he lost
consciousness and chasing away the
neighbors when they tried to rescue
the boy.

It was in late 1948 that the Rev.
Daoud Haddad, pastor of the Luther-
an Church of the Savior, was asked

to look in on the Sirhan family, "It

was a wretched house,” he says, "no
chairs,! nothing.
poor, so we accepted an elder

brother (Saidallah) and the. sister-in-,

the school without 4uition. Later we
accepted more of the children, and
through them got better acquainted
with the family.
Father Scen as '0Odd'
T realized the father was an odd

Ayda in their room and her friends’

They were very

“yeal ’[r_"'
addad formed a strong 1mpress1on -
of young Sirhan:* "Sirhan was a
quiet boy, intelligent, although hig”
grades were not the best. You could"
read in his eyes that he was alert.
But he was unquiet, & bit nervous. '

. He was a clever boy—very quick—. .-'
"He quarreled with my children and *

but.'unstable and very ‘unhappy.'T =
remember thinking that he.would ™
have a very difficult time later in .
life because.the family. he grew: up

* in "lacked the 'basic things 'a boy

neads to understand life" "".

Made Acceptable Grades

Mr. Haddad says he never heard of :
unusual” tortures inflicted on the
children . but said, "Bishara had
frequent violent fits and was given -
to breaking what little furniture.
they had, and beating the children,
He thrashed them w1th sticks and -
this- fists whenever they disobeyed
thim, Young Sirhan seemed to-have.
some of this violence in him. He was
thin and nervous and inclined to’
sudden bursts of temper. At other
times he was oddly quiet for long
periods.

"Mary was the dominant parent,”.
he says, "but she was harsh herself.
-She was terribly narrow-minded and
"rigid in religious matters, but she
loved the children in her way and
she managed to hold the famlly

together."

Sirhan attended the Lutheran
school from kindergarten through
the fifth grade, leawmcr in the

| father, nervous, with fits of temper. isummer of 1956, when he h d
often getting angry at his wife, The turned 12. His grades were not

family's life was not happy because
of the moody, rude father , ..

Every now and then he hit the-

mother. She was running about, ask-

ving people for work. He did not -

, work. This may throw light, or per-
haps a shadow, on the character of

the children who had such a family’

life."

Mr. Haddad
provided the Sirhans with perhaps
25 percent'of their foed and clothing

i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

§ays the church

until 1956, when Mary became Qre-
1nterested in missionary work. - &



“al

~

4

SRR Ay Sguwa nees s war b7 Girhan s Ratas “recalls,” "was not

i 73 -science, 72; English, 70 geogra-

" ‘hest in the -class, “but nonethelesk
“good. I the first grade he stood fiith -
“among 26 students, and in the fifth |
grade he was seventh in a ¢lass of 16,
-His grades that year weré; rehglon,‘
80, Arabic, 74; geometry, 73; singing,

- phy, 63; hlstory, 67; hyglene 63;

t ot s

c

4
.

* humor. The teacher might say
, something fodlish and Sirhan would

. to c1tlzens,h1p, he was rated 75 in

SCH

..drawmg, 61, and ar}thmetlc 60. As

<.conduct, 75 in intelligence and 70 in
cleanhness

‘His teacher, Salim Awad notes
{ that the record says of Slrhan.
J"Good in sub_]ects and character,
satlsfactory in cleanhness e e
." Should be passed.” -

One of Sirhan's school frlends from
_1951 to 1956 was Wahib Hashw1eh
‘who says today:

"Sirhan had a good sense, of

say sometlung clever to us." These :
remall-.s were usually at the teach-
er's expense, he said "and sometimes
the teacher would say, 'Look af this
small boy, how clever he is!

But it was, in a spirit of fun,

) “You respected Sirhan
--.-when. he, talked. -‘He was
- “Tiot a boy in his head.”

st

Hashwieh said, and Sirhan was.

generally held up as a good example
to the class. Although among, the
*ssmallest, Sirhan was also among tha
oldest—Hashwieh was.3 years youn-
ger—and evidently apphed hlmself
- well.
:Hashwieh says Sirhan never

*'talked about any experiences in the -

then-recent 1948 war, nor .did he
ever complain about his father..
But another acquaintance does |
recall one incident involving Bisha-
i ra- . M L) -
_ Selim Ratas, 4 years older than
Sirhan, was a neighbor. Says Ratas: |’

"I remember once that Sirhan had. m“—round says other nexghbols Were

-.go to school without shoes. I saw
him walking barefoot. He said it was
-because his father had beat him, like

well,' not strong. Somefimes fe

wouldnt go to- school for a wéek

because he was sick. Wherever his

mother went,~ he went—to. the
market, to chulch VlSltm"‘ He was

a mothe1 s boy." - o

In the summer of 1936, Blshara
and Mary began to think="of

golng to America. Sirhan -did not’

Jreturn to the Lutheran scheol in the

- fall, and on Dee, 14 the family left

" Jerusalem, thanks to the American

missionary couple Bishara had

asked to "save a- family from the
darkness.” Their expenses were also
partially paid by the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency. The
eldest sons, Sharif and Saidallah, by
then were living in Amman and
would not follow for three years.
Mary's sisters, Julia and Elaine,
recall that when the family left the
ancient.city for a new life in the new

i world, "Mary didn't say goodbye

when she left. Her husband refused
to let her see us." And after Mary
arrived in America, she never wrote.

Father Stayed in East
 Four .days after their arrival in
New York the Sirhans went on to
Pasadena, home city of the mission-
ary couple who had befnended them
in Jerusalem.

» « Differences between. Blshara -and
| Mary came rapidly to.a head, and

since he had found himself a good
job in an east coast defense plant, it
was left to Mary to find a home for

herself, her daughter and three sons.

Mary found a small, cream-cg-
lored, three-bedroom frame house
on Howard St., one of Pasadena's
.older, lower-middle-income residen-
tial streets. Like most of the houses

. nearby, it is about 50 years old, set

well back on its lot under tall shade
trees. It is an inviting sefting for
¢éhildren to play in and the street,
now racially mixed, rings daily with
~the shouts of. chllchen of all sizes
.and colors.

But it was always very qulet"

around the Sirhan home, says a
neighbor. She, of European backs

‘he did the other children, and that

*-he took a piece of iron, hea;ed 11]t. on
Jthe stove and put it on ihe boy's
_ heel. He couldn't wear shoés Thei."
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Fvery “told, even belliger< _Wor théif. part, the ‘Sif- -~ o : i
. " efit, T Heér sometimes, and, hans found ‘]Rtte to entici——auk Appear Introverfed, |
-to the Sirhans as well, so them out "of their con- Moreover, . a quarter-
“the Sirhans kept mostly to' stricted new: world. There | Céntury of marriage to a.
. themselves, There were ho' were only about 50 Jorda- | 1ot like Bishara had
.parties, few visitors, and' nian families throughoutfailed- to break Mary's-
 she recalls seeing Sithen'the entire Los Angeles | SPILt: She was not- a
«playing occasionally with area, most of them already whiner, but 2 tight-lipped,
.another ' neighbor's collie! embarked on American proud, strong woman,.And
. dog or. pu"[,temng in the lives of their own. }_‘G}{here her family had been
syard; ‘washing the car or ' There weré a very few | noted for-its privacy and-
ydoing some gardening'+an|A1‘ab nightclubs where|Silence among old ac-
*activity which pleased|one might watch dancers| duaintances in Jerusalem,
sboth him and his mother.|and hear one's native mu- it is hardly surprising that
* The Sirhans were nolsic and ‘speech, but Mrs, }35018 strangers in Pa-,
Imore warmly.received Sirhan sharply disap- sadena they turned in on
s elsewhere. ‘ proved of ‘these. Her fami- themselves even more,:
{. 'The Arab community is ¥ neither drank nor x_gletn?mg their griefs pri-
;among the smaller of smoked, nor did they fre- }3-8 Y trusting and con-
! Southern California's ma- quent places where other IImg:‘m few. )
iny ethnic populations, people did. : Lt s this aloofness
‘Numbering between 20,000 - There was no Greek yiichs While being one of
‘and 80,000, and is over- Orthodox church nearby. the family's strengths,
iwhelmingly Lebanese and Most of that faith went fo Pernaps contributed most
iSyrian. Most of these im- the Syrian Orthodox Cath- toward introverting the
imigrated to America be- edral, St. Nicholas, in Los Sirhans in their new en-
i{fore World War 1, found Angeles. The Sirhans:yironment, In effect creat-
iSouthern California to be made the incovenient trip Ing a soclal and cultural
;iH}UCh like their homeland, a few times at the begin- vha'lgu um in which the
i:ahd now, ~well “into a ning, but these trips soon (c:II ren would have to
:second and third genera- tapered off. Father Paul’ develop as best they could,’
'tion, are comfortably inte- Romley recalls them as atﬂd. would have to build
| ‘grated into an affluent “always humble and eir futures upon an
i 'American culture which aloof.” emotionally impoverished
*they are coming more and  Others have noted this pait. -
more to vegard as native. aloofness in the Sirhans, :'l'ary, concerned as ever
_{‘There are ho predomin- and it is not -difficult to for the children’s religious
Jantly Arab neighhorhoods, 'understand.” In their faith, had difficulty find-
as one might find in New homeland: they had been |[i08 2 church that suited
York; -they are widely an upright, Christian fa__|‘.fner taste. First she tried
‘scattered throughout mily, among the best edu- l};‘; 'Cbgg;cf:sct%fr tpfﬁr i;_mig
rou . . p s, the Firs
-Southern California. cated of their class, once'Nazarene Church of Pa

Family Without Father ‘accustomed to financial sadena, bat after about a
. :In this formless Arab ) Y.

security but uncomplain“-sra=vE the
; : : : y stopped goinig.
‘Meommunity," the Sirhan-}——i]%g{a-i?ﬁesmdusmous m 8

were different,- set apart. : L Vot
They were newly arrived
. and unfamiliar with their

,new surroundings. They

‘were noticeably dark-

gkinned. When they spoke

English, it was heavily

:accented and halting, and

‘among themselves, at

‘home, they clung to Ara-

bic. They were poor. And

among a people in whom

-the patriarchal tradition is

.sfrong, they were a family

‘without.a father.-
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