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“Then’ there ‘were the-
s'i)"dﬁdi?:“wsns to the Syrl-
:an Orthodox Cathedral.

* Then “she took up the i

‘Flrst Baptist Church ine:
«Pasadena, even - enrolling '
*Sirhan, her brightest and’
smost devout Chlld in -the
Sunday scheol.- and group
«of’young teens.. But here,’
*as n’ Jerusalem “Years |
before the serious young ! 1
Sivhan -was offended by’
the conduct of his peers.
1He complained about the i
‘other youngsters' frivoli-
Jty; they held hands. and
giggled, whila he felt that
church was a place for
praying and reading the
.Bible.

They remained with the
Baptists for a few years,
and in late June, 1960, this *
‘church sponsored the en- :
try into the United States
“of Sharif and Saidallah, by
then in their late 20s,

The older brothers, long
~accustomed. to living away :
from the family, soon toock
quarters by themselves,
Saidallah in an apartment
nearby, Sharif m High-
land Park.

Uses Nickname

Sirhan, meanwhile, now
kdown by his mother's
nickname of "Sol," was a
student, first at Longfel-.
low Elementary School for
;sixth grade, where a
Jgrlend now recalls "He
was a very hard worker
after school—sold papers,
.swept out a coffee shop !
nearby My parents tried |

ofte have me behave
,like hlm he was s6 polite."

-

L

"t

But even so, Sirhan was . -

mates. Scholastically he !
was behind the American !
school’ system, although
two years older than his
classmates. . This, in addi-
tion to his small size, dark
skin and accented English
made him an easy target
! for youngsters' gibes.

By the.titme he moved on
to Eliot Junior High
Scheol, his pattern of soci-

! al conduct was unalterab-

ly fixed, never to change
mgmflcantly in the years
ahead, A.friend at that
tlme recalls him only as a
"loner who staved to him-
seli a lot." When they
were graduated from juni-
or high, Sirhan signed the
friend's yearbook in Arva-
hic; the {friend couldn't
translate Sirhan's' mes-
sage, but the point was, it

' wag distinetive, something

only Sirhan could do.

Situation Improves

Outwardly, things were
going well for the Sirhans

. in the early 1960s, Sirhan
©was

doing well in his
studies, ﬂettmﬂ "A" and
"B g1ades without visible
effort and working after
school. Ayda was an ac-
‘countant, Saidallah
worked occasionally as a

house painter, and Adel,

despite resistance from
Mary, got a night job at

irhans had erecte
i against the world, things
were not so smooth. Pa- -
sadena police were becom- '

ing acquainted -with the
SLrhan brothers. o
Least seriously mvolved' -
with the police was Saidal- -
‘lah, now 36, who in 1966
was-convicted in Pasadena
* Municipal Court. of being
drunk in a public place.
He also is said to hdve
accumulated a number of
traffic violations, in suffi-
rcient number that in June
'of 1968—only two days -
after the Kennedy assas-
sination — his scheduled
naturalization as a U.S.
citizen was cancelled inde-
finitely and his {raffic
record was cited as metit-
ing further investigation.
The youngest son, Mu-
nir, now 21, had progres-
sively failing eyesight, a
worry to him and his .
family. One day in 1983,
*when he was 15 he -
sneaked away in Saidal-
lah's car and promptly
smashed into a telephone
pole hecause he could not
see well enough to drive.
Three years later in |
Aay, 1966 Munir wa:. ar-

rested in Flagstaff, Ariz.,
and pleaded guilty to a-

vagrancy charge. He
couldn't meet bail ‘and
served 15 days in jail,

H1fferem‘. from his school*—'—ﬁTe——t behind thg__%facad

the Fez Sharifi was an The next month, he wa's,,‘

accountant for the Califor-
nia Baptist Convention,
and Mary found a $193-a-
month job as housekeeper

. for the nursery school in

Pasadena's Waestminster
i Presbyterian Church. The
family bought the house
‘they hdd been renting,

and ‘though - their pay-
ments were sometimes

arres{ed and pl_lgrge [ wit

late. they ma'naﬂed to hanv .

vonto it.

e,
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‘possesmon and, ;; sale |0
mam]uana fo an undelcov-
cer narcoucs agent. In Oc-
tober he\ was, convicted
and sentenced to five
yeaxs probatlon — one

\

year ‘to be served in jail—.
. but early m 1967 the
conviction w%s set aside
gince he was a juvenile at
the time, Depoxtatlon pro-
ceedings aaamst Munir
were dropped m mid-1968,

after his appeal on
grounds that his was a
juvenile offense. \

Most seriously ] mvolved
* with the police- was the
eldest, Sharif, now\37 In
May, 1963 Sharif was In

; an duto acc1dent and suf~ -

" fered whiplash injuries to
his back, neck and head.
His supervisor in the Bap-
tist accounting offi c e,
George Matas, sald Shauf
seemed to "withdvaw from
the group and from socig-
ty. He complained of head-
aches, said his eyes hurt!
His work deteriorated, We
+ finally had to let him go."
The family was so em-
bittered at Sharif's dismis-
sal that they quit the
Baptist church. That was
in Decernber. That same
month, Sharif was arrest-
ed ‘and charged with at-
tempted murder after a ro-

mance which went on the
Jrocks. 5. e g e e

‘ot

"i‘s.T_.;One Dee. 18 Sharlf Vras i

arrested while in the act of
sawing through the hyd-
raulic' brake lines of his
girl friend's car. He was

with the auto and placed
on one year's probation.

" Ayda, mednwhile, in a
surprisingly 1ndependent
move for an Arab daught-
er. had gone off anne to
Palm Springs, to work in a
date -shon run hy a man
named Mennell. Mary was
closest to Ayda and op-
posed the move, but Ayda,
in her mid-20s, was ap-
parently possessed of

“His’ children did'
not speak in the
house. They were
afraid of the father.”

r
&

3

convicted of tampering |

nd Sharif, a friend

‘sald was 5o overcome‘

'with remorse that "he,
rcried like a baby."

ywas the least outgoing but

imost promising of the

:sons. It was Sirhan who
jwould put the family on
the map, everyone agreed:
he was serious-minded, re-
ligious, polite, devoted to

hlS mother, absorbed in .

books. One neighbor re-
calls he thought he might
lgo into dentistry. Another
felt he was better suited to
a more intellectual pursuit

ligious work.
It is a curious facet of

'| by that time-—insofar as it
is recalled by his acquain-
tances—he had a peculiar
facility for showing only
_certain sides. of his nature
to cerfain groups of people
——and never very much to

-~'anyone: The- recol ections,

some of Mary's own- diiferent persons have -

strength " and determlna
tion.

She married \Iennell
several years het senior,

in 1961, and when she -

revealed the marriage to

her family, a bitter scéne ’

ensued Sharif, the eldest
male, beat his wilful sister

er ]

A

with’ a shoe, and A}da"
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*TAyda later dlednnﬂﬁ&l;gr".

| Throughout this penod."_
‘of the famtlys life, Sirhan

—teaching, per haps or re-

Sirhan's personality that
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'\ aboitt Sirhdn are strangely”, ‘Lhroughout his: eptire’
<flat and -one-dimensional, rtime in high school, Town-

Zdissimilar in content but
strikingly similar in their
¢lack of emotional force!

. .The heart-to-heart talks

.send: says, he cannot recall’,

a. single girl Sirhan ever ,
.dated  _or expressed an
interest in, with one pos-
sible exception. However,

:normal to adolescents ap+ this girl, when inter-'
“parently were not for him. viewed, said she not only
i With sone Tamily friends, never, had dated Sirhan
tdor. instance, he never but could not recall him at .

sdiscussed politics, yet with * all/ -

“school friends he .rarely
rdiscussed anything élse.

¢%,* His grades at John Muir
«High School -were good

. and classmates remember
"him ‘as very smart, very come to class early or stay
~quiet,- inclined to be . late to talk to the history
teacher, Darwin Russell.

. somewhat competitive gnd
‘given to discouragement
o . ¥

when bested.

was Curtis Townsend, a
Negro.who lived not far
-away.’ ; .
"He was a smart boy,'
says Townsend "He
caught on quick. We ran
.around with an interracial
group, and we ‘used to
Jhave contests to see who
could get the highest
grades on tests. He got
rdiscouraged if he didn't
win." B
Townsend also vecalls
how "a kid teased him
because he often showed
up at school with mixed
_pairs of socks—each of a
different color—and  Sir-
“han told him to lay off.
He'd speak up if he wag
crossed. But it was funny,
he was always doing sothe-
thing like that, maybe out
‘of absentmindedness. Like
.In sports, for instance,
kids made fun of him
because he'd show up for
sports, him with his 30-
inch waist in 36 trousers.
He'd just look funny."
Sirhan used to talk of
going back to Jordan
_someday, Townsend says,
‘and “he gave me the
impression that when he
-got back to Jordan he'd be
somebody big—a prince or
,sc}:)mething. Htle) usged to ta}k
-ghout_going back to. help

wr i -

4

l

< .| sadena Public Library
One of his better friends ' bears out this observation;

-in  Saigon, recalls that

Mideast Histoi'y.{

. A girl in Sirhan's history
class recalls that that was
one of his better subjects
and that he often used to

Sirhan's card at the Pa-

almost all of the heoks he
checked out dealt with the
Middle East,

William Spaniard, now

Sirhan was "a taciturn in-
dividual' whe didn't say
very much: friendly, real- |
ly pleasant, but hard to
get to know. He was
brilliant. He was studying
"Russian when’ eéveryone.
else was baiely getting by
in Spanish and English."
Swedish foreign ex-
change student Christian
| Ek—now in Stockholm—
says Sirhan "dreamed of
being something big in
-Jordan after his studies in -
the United States, He was_
a calm, well-mannered
"boy, nothing evil about
him." But Robert Chase,
now of Glendale, remem-
bers him as "so quiet and
such a weirdie that at .
assemblies he wouldn't
stand for the - National i
Anthem.” . . o
Still another’ classmate, |
now in Mexico City, says, :
Sirhan was "always so shy
you hardly knew he -was ,
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Figf-'tﬁe class, fiever saymg

l

i\

xsubJect ‘of politics,

l

-McGrain, president of the ;

Wanythm" LA
l “When Sirhan, did say
anythmg, others recall,; it
:was almost always on the
civil”

rights or, most often, the
-Middle East. Then, they
say,
impassioned and make bit-
‘terly anti- Zlomst st:ate-
. ments. 1
: ‘Because “of his lack of |
stature “Sirhan was not
{ good at sports and disliked
;physical educatlon classes,
= so-he switched to R.O.T.C.
He also was a member of
the: junior and senior class’
councils at John Muir, and
is “remembered "by John

council, as a likable fellow
who seemed left out.

.In the fall of 1963, Sirhan
went on to Pasadena City
College, a two-year institu-
tion that fell short of his '
dream of a college career.
His grades continued to be .
above average.

* His social life continued
to be almost non-existent,
consisting mainly .of occa-
sional cups of coffee with
students_at -a hamburger

place across from’ thecam-,
bus.

Occasionally Adel, ‘now |
30, would ~take Sirhan
with him to the  Fez,
where Sirhan would play

.the tamboura, a . kind of
. dmam. But these - . visits

-han didn't date and his .

were infrequent, since Sir-

mother disapproved of

_m“hthuba

There were only twoiE

 fleeting encounters with .

.

-girls at this period. At

PCC he became interested |

_in a girl named Gwendo-

lyn Gum and phoned her a §

few times for dates, but
she was always busy..At

; one school carnival . he
sought to impress Gwen-
dolyn, who was running

a- booth, by buying $10 i
worth of votes from her at

" a penny a vote. Nothing

. h ene

-“.s i TR

-

wr e e g e e "

1mi.-

P L

H

he would b__ecome "

N‘a.m;s. m‘D'ra'ry

'O another
“when he and others were
*in Newport Beach, Sirhan

{-girl named -Peggy Oster- ;

‘ ‘of his outward invelve-,
ment with her.
Inwardly, Sirhan
!ev1dently fantasied these
encounters as hopeful
! signs. He was in the habit
of keeping an informal
dlary, and both gxrls
names are written in it,
"with names of other
" people Sirhan -either
wished or imagined were
his friends.
From his late teens into
.college; he also attended
meetings of the Organiza-
 tion of Arab Students a
loosely ‘organized group
whose status fluctuated
from burgeomnﬂ' to de-
funct, largely in response
to the changing enthusi- °
asms of its student mem-
bership. The group in
P;sadeua now is dluband-
e . .
Sam Farraj, a Jordanian |

!
1
1

—now a medical lab tech-.

nician living in Arcadia—
has known the-'Sirhan |

(- family for many years. He

knew Saidallah in Jerusa-
lem and was once a close
friend of Sharif. Sirhan,
Adel and Sharif used to
attend OAS meetings, Far-
raj says, and he IecaIIs
{hat Sirhan was an ardent
nationalist, e.\tremely and
t[ - Zionist hut not, he!
seresses antr Jewish, *

At some point in late’
1964 or early 1965, Sirhan's
dreams of education and a :
profession began to fade
and his studies took a

sharp turn for the worse,

hospitalized overnjght for |
By the end of his seconcL_.o_,Fo setvation. -At, {nat T e“l,’ 5

year at PCC he was flunk-""

' 7T What triggered this pre<s?
ipitus che @—p'r‘

aoccasion, (cipitous change, Tn  the;

“grades ‘that had always

meant so mich’ to him Is’ .
bought a soft drink for a 'not -known. During this .I

‘time . Ayda's illness was,:

" camp. That was the extent ‘wastmf' her: life,"and in .

March of 1965 she died.
;Pelhaps the loss of his

istrong - willed, self- suffi- |

rcient sister was more than
lhe could withstand, But _
perhaps not, for emotional 2

‘bonds among the Sirhan .

ifamily were never _the,:
sub_]ect of outside discus-
sion. From this time on,

thowever, - Sirhan was no ’

longer the serious, scho—
ilarly boy.

For a while he worked at

filling stalions, but then
another plan came to him,

He had long been fond of ~

horse racing, often spend-
ing afternoons at Santa
-Anita, where he would bet
freely, sometimes losing
every nickel, sometimes
‘Winning heavrly

So he decided to become
ta jockey. He. had always

,been poor in sports, but as ™~

a jockey his lack -of size
would be an advantage.
{Perhaps it crossed his
imind that successful jock-
eys were not made to feel

unmanly, however small .

they were,

As a first step, Sirhan
got a state license as an
exercise boy and a ."hot
twalker"—one whbd walks
horses around to cool
Ithem down after a work-
out. He took a job at the
Granja Vista del Rio ranch
near Corona in the sum-

mer of 1966, But in Sep- '

ntember he fell from a
;horse and landed on hls
head,

Strhan was generally
banged up" from the fall,
one doctor said, and was

ing every subject, and on ,

the advice of a teacher, he
dropped out of school.
Once the fdirest hope of

She never dat- his family, he now was not

even qualified to contmue

"his education at ly upper '

dmsmn umversrt} .

N T &
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b0 major injﬁl.“y_'.“f..va‘;s"'nof. “Whether' or’ not Sirhan ' "I thinkhe wag a man'of .

i:'emrhan soon coni- incurred some barely de- Tevolt,” says Weidner, "He
‘p-lamed‘ of 1mp aired €¥e- Jffective brain damage is against society, against
sight ‘and insisted upon tpe subject of much specu-  law and order aEainst
:{urthe_r treatment, ™ Jation today. A defenst}I those who p'o 55e88
" “An ophthalmologist exa- attorney has indicated this | Against those” who have
mined Sirhan in Novem- possibility will be exhaus-! more than he has and are
.ber and December, after tively probed. - |more suceessful in life.”
.Sirhan had complained of For several months aftel | Ho savg that when they
pain and blurred vision, leaving the ranch, Sirhan |qiscncsed civil riehts and
ibut tests showed nothing didn't work. Finally Mary yacial disorder, Sirhan
wrong with Sirhan's eyes. appealed on his behalf t0 would sav, "In America
When the doctor refused John Weidner, owner of 2 fraadom H(’;es not exist f
to write a letter confirm- Pasadena health {000 joree with the violence."
Jing the alleged eye injury, shop, and in late 1967 ° ’
-lie said Sirhan threatened | Weidner gave Sirhan a job ' :
him, - . las stock and delivery boy i Sirhan also expressed
In July of 1967, no longer 'at $2 an hour, dislike for wealthy people,

al the ranch, Sirhan filed a  Weidner found his “0,1" sald Weldner, and "a real
disability claim for: lnilog = 1-" |b-{natred for Jews. He said
workmen's compensation, $RPIOYe bright, pleasant ithe Jewish people were
The insurance firm, rather and witly, eager to pleass rich and had taken his

than dispute the claim, and so honest that he soon country, so he was very

tectable but nonetheless was a kind of anarchist

Atheistic Views - - -

-settled out of court for
$2,000. In February, 1968,
after paying medical and
legal fees, Sirhan had a

trusted Sirhan to make 3NGLy against them.'

bransk der 01;“; ‘ ﬁ’hen Weidner said Sir-
P X ... han should try to forgive

But he also found him injustice, Sirhan an-

nest egg of $1,700—and no duick to resent what he swared, I would like to be
further hope of being a comstrued as criticism of Jixe you but I cannot.”
jockey., - - * 7. his work. "He was a proud  And once, in a discussion
Sirhan's fall is reminis- DaR With a good opinion of yeligion, Sirhan told
cent of Sharif's 1963 auto °f himsell! says Weidner, \yeigner, *There is no
accident, in light of the adding that erh_au visibly God. You see in Istael
fact that Mary has since ‘reSented authority. what happens to the Arab.
salid Sirhan's hehavior  Weidner's wife, Naoml, There iz no God. How can
changed after the fall. "He adds "He had a lot of you have a God?" -
:didn't seem to be hurt too 'pride, a lot of arrogance,  Sirhan at this point had
bad, T mean physically," We were always careful begun to explore theoso’
she said. "But he changed how we gave hinl an.phv gnd somehoy became

A T A M S A A Y

“He was a clever
boy — very quick —
but unstable and
very unhappy . . .

Awid

‘somehow. After that ac-
- eident, we seemed nat

order. If you gave him an attracted to the Rosicruei

order he didn't like he
became very resentful.”
Weidner, a Dutch World
War II veteran who
worked in the under-
ground saving Jews from
the Nazis, took a more
i than routine interest in
the nationalistic young
immigrant, and when
business was slow he
would lead Sirhan Iinto

Tt i ]
so close any more. I could- -cofiversation. T

n't even get through to
hiwTwiien we talked."
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' " g or- “Anclent Mystiea
t'O?ﬂer of fhe Rosae Crucis,

:which sells mail-order

LY = i \W\%{'ﬂ. »%w'@

LAt

In Mareh, 1968, 2 ménth_
T« a¥Eer getting his disability -
v5 11 saw him Walk‘ claim, Sirhan and the

| T o Weldners fell out. Therei

5 ,'COUI'SGS which purport tOJ slz:l,dblia‘,l weiobOt He. wag a dispute about some’
,help-one unlock tha psych-| : as -because’ orqep ‘Weidner gave him.
ic” powels of ‘the mind, He ghlS father had beat |Sirhan insisted he had

also cou_esponded “'lth a, hlm AT and that he been Calledahar ‘Veldne[‘"

insisted he meant no such _

mystlcally inclined man 1nl took a piece of iron,

whereahouts are presently

unknown—who confided
to some theosophist’
friends after the Kennedy,
assas:,matlon that the tone
of - Sirhan's " letters had
I .,caused him to he feariul
' months before that Sir-
han's mental health was
' perhaps endangered as a
result of umnformed dab-
bling with mystmal con-
cepts
Mystieism a51c1e than
ev:dently had' not repudi-’
ated conventional religion

as thoroughly as his brash-

arguments with Weidner
would indicate, In his jail
cell he still prays-to the
Christian” God w1th hh,
‘mother S e
- Adding fuel to hls ar-
guments with Weidner
was the still-recent six-day
war: in which Israel so
humiliated her Arab ad-
versaries. Slrhan often
' :.__.-...I

-
l

stove and put it on ,
the boy’s heel . .

&

equated the Jews' victory
with the Nazis' tleatment
of Jews-and demanded:
"You think the Jews can't
be cruel, too?"

Mrs, Weldner also talkecl
* with Sirhan, and she re-
calls one particularly me-
morable story. "I'm going
to tell you something I've &
never told anyone, mnot
even my parents," she
quotes Sirhan as saying.
"When I was small, I saw
an Israeli soldier cut off
- the, breasts of an Arab
woman."

.. . No Evidence

There is no evidence
*that he ever did tel this
story, or any 0the1,.,
anyqne else. It is also

Al 0 sa ! WV intéresting to note that of

the several atrocities Bish-
ara said his son witnessed,
this one was not among;
them..
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thing and jattempied to

Napa——whose 1dent1ty and h eat e d lt on the patch l.t ‘up, even going to,
; Sirhhan's home to talk it-

over. Sirhan was adamant. y

! arid.quit his Job

Soon aiter, he filed a 7

7 Claim for severance hefore
.the Labor-Relations’.

Board, but he lost the
'claim,

Meanwhile, he was still .

‘the model  neighbor youth, .

dropping;in on Mrs, Olive

Blakeslee for games of -

Chinese checkers, talking

with Mrs. \Iar.tm Puhte'

about how “to-'plant- a
.garden for his mother, or
visiting with Linda Mass-
i, -al longt1me family
friend, about religion, psy-
chology and books :
"We used to talk about

.

Freud," says Mrs. Massti,

herself American-born but
of Syrian parentage.

. "We'd talk about the psy-

chological motivations. for -

peoples actions, ard Sir-
han 'would sdy that G d

Wwag In* a personb TG "

=
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... She was especially close |

; i was like a little brother'to
.me. ;. Tdon't know where
the "reports of Sirhan's

i :violent hatred toward the

‘Israelis came from. He

ynever discussed such feel-
ings with me as long ag I
knew him, I could see all'
the nice things in his
‘character. He was especi-
ally good to his mother; he
was always with her. He
was a well-educated and
well-behaved hoy, an in-
tellectual,”

, And neither did Sirhan
ever diseuss his father
1 “with Mrs. Massri, she says,
but after the assassination :
.she” wondered at some
length about his feelihgs
toward Bishara. On the-

.

day of the shooting, a|

badly shaken Saidallah
.came to see her, she says,
and told her, "My father
.was a second Hitler." -
Failed in Hopes

As the summer of 1968
drew near, Sirhan had -
little to look forward to.
; He had failed to achieve
-his hopes through etuca-
tion, his dream of becom-
ing a jockey -had turned
into a bitter joke, and even

jobs that he had felt @pout S p.m. o

beneath him had fallen by .

the wayside. -
¢*."All he had left was the
* remainder of his disahility -
i claim, which he had given"
ito his mother for safekeep-+
‘ing, and for which he.had:

to argue every time he.
“wanted  money, because-
“she feared he woyld waste *

fiten .. .

o e bt e B S

‘alt

. se| . He puttered around the >, Met Acquai{x_:tan'c:ia‘f' T
't0 Sttirad, she says. "He housé, read the newspa- Then he drifted ov ato

pers regularly, followed
"the continuing.ferment in
the Middle East and was
jnterested in the accelerat-
ing political campaign
here, In late April the two
interests converged, in a
politiecal ecolumn in which
Sen. 'Kennedy was criti-
cized for his support of the
Tsraeli cause. Sirhan cut
out the.column and put it
in his wallet,

Tha Fatai Dayb '

He also jotted down his
own political thoughts, we
are told, in a couple of

-stenographic notebooks—

anti-Israell, pro-Arab
thoughts — and sometime
about the middle of May,
the notation that Kennedy
niust die before June 5.
On the morning of Tues-
day, June 4—election day
—Sirhan lounged around
the house for most of the
morning, He was at home
when his mother left for
work at 8 a.m. and he was
still there around noon.

By early afternoon ke
was at the pistol range of -
the San. QGabriel Valley:

Gun Club, where he prac-

ticed rapid firing of sever~

al hundred rounds_ qntj’l

m

“8irhan well enough to

Al

Bob's Big Boy hamburger :
stand, next to PCC, where *
“he met-a casual acquain-
+tance, also an Atrab,
"named Gaymoard Mistri.
{ After talking for a while

:
they walked over to:-the tu

PCC cafeteria, where they r

imet three move of Sirhan's !
islight acquaintances, Ab-
tdul Jabra- Malki, Marouf
"Badran and Anour Saigh,
- None of the four knew

sense his real frame of
mind—for no one had ever
t known him well—biit he

seemed, they said, to be in
a good mood. They chatted
desultorily about nothing
' special until about T:15,
when the others had to
excuse themselves and go
i to evening classes.
' . Sirhan waved a casual
+ good night and strolled off
!into the early evening
toward his car, .
The polls would be clos-
inz soon, the voting would
be over. All but his. It was
tima he was gatting to the
Afbassador, e

S dead e e ey T T
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- Last spring, about the time the leaves were budding, 2 man decided
to test that recurrent, highest promise of the American dream, He;

TINTET 0@ Ty en pe e

. “.decided to run for President,

-, 4 -

i

..World rolls, the people have selected another, not Kennedy.
~ .And in the night, when the wind blows across the Potomac River

+ _Robert Francis Kennedy was fortune's darling, sorﬁe said. Son of
* one of Ameriea's wealthiest families, influential senator, brother to .o
; martyred President and, as the martyr ook on the lineaments of

¢ foll-hero, heir to an incomparably rich political legacy of goodwill

and sympathy. He was the new exponent of the legendary Kennedy
-mystique, idealism's new standard-bearer, the new champion of the
. oor.

<+ Now it is winter, the world is no newer, and those same Jeaves have

long since fallen on a hillside in Virginia, skittering drily across the
grave of Rebert Franels Kenmnedy. Alongside the brother whose dreams
he shared and from whose torch he fook his fire, Robert Kennedy also

faces now the city that was Camelot to both. The season advances, the_,

and up the forlorn Arlirigton hillside of the dead, Robert's grave is lit
by the fitful flicker of the eternal flame that burns above Johm,. but”
IR £ - "

- shares the light, '~ & . R e
- One man decided that Robert ¥ enmnedy should not be President

of the United States. The voters who might have elected him were
‘disenfranchised by a gun. Hopes were pinned elsewhere or abandoned,
old allegiances forgotten, new ones made—all because of one little
man with a .22 pistol, T -
. The assassin's name is Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, and though he has
pleaded innocent, that he shot Kennedy is beyond dispute; he was -
seized before he finished shootir 2. What is pertinent, and what the
defense will hinge upén, his attorney says, is "Why did he do it? Is
he responsible?" | - R o :
- These questions may one day be answered, hopefully at Sirhan's

bun

“Roow, -

. frial which opens Tuesday, It would. be socially profitable for us to

e 2
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By JOHN

* Herald-Exarln

him go free.

The charge Is that he L:lled
Setl. Robert F. Kennedy in an
Ambassador Holei kitchen early
on the morning of June 3, 1968,

. Sirhan’s will be the first ma.
Jor political assassination trial
in this country since Leon Czol-
gosz was tried for the murder of
President William McKinley in
Erié County Court at Buffalo,
N.Y., in 1902, -
Defense counsel are Grant B.
Cooper, widely known ecriminal
lawyer; Russell E. Parsons,
vetéran criminal " and appeals
lawyer_and New.York attorney
Emile Zola Berman, known for

z zﬁm}@m / g

DouGLas .

er Staff Writer

Su han B:shala Sirhan, 24, goes on trial for muldef
loday in a historic case which conceivably could cost
him his life, send him to a mental Jnstltutmn, or see,

his 1956 defense of Marine Sgt.| -
Matthew McKeon in the Camp
Lejeune ‘“‘death march” case.
Opposing this trio is a leam
from the office’ of Dist. Alty.
Evelle J. Younger led by Chief
Dep. Dist. Atty, Lynn Cempton.
Backstoppina Compton ave Dep,
Dist. Attys. David N. Fltls and
John Howard. .
First order of business or-'
dered. for toda§ by Superior
Court Judge Herbert V. Walker,
who will preside, is.submission

of a number of defense motions.

Cooper and Parsons delivered
these to Judge Walker at a pre-
trial conference yesterday, but

the decision of thai conference
lwas that nic motion in the trial
should be submitted or argued
except Th ¢ open wurt iy

L
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coples of the statements taken
by the prosecution’ from its list-
ed preliminary. witnesses. That
list was furnished Parsons last
Oct, 22, e
" In order for security to bel
maintained over Sirhan, the
conference was held in the tem-
porary-13th floor Hall.of Justice.
couriroom in which nearly all
preliminaries <in the case ‘have
been handled. Today’s case will
open in Dept. ‘107—an eighth-
flpor” eourtroom in the Hall of
Jﬂrtice which- has been armgt

‘

ated and sealed within a secql
T}y perimeter for
Jordanian’s trial,

Newsmen and spectafors en.
tering the courtroom will be
carefully searched before entey-

the young

Lo ol

1t is; imderstood that in oué not, A court. attache said yester-
ol the motions the defense seeks: day, C e

He said that no special provi-
sions for selection of the Sirhan
jurors had been made. They
.Will be selected from the coun-
ty's regular jury pool:

Panels of 25 prospective ju.
rors -each will be drawn -and
taken fo 4 waiting room in’the
old Hall of Records, then trans-
ferred to the courtroom when
they are needed. o
~Jury selection which may.

“take as long as three weeks,
will follow. submission of the
defense motions, -

Once-the jury is selected, it

will be “sequestered’—Jo ked
‘  trial.

Tup~lor the duration of fhe

ing, but prospective jurors will

2025 RELEA
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T el T‘ﬂ@ ne. Rerascas
raan s I ral Upens, Recesses
Until Today After Brief Session

i It had beeh anticipated thaty
Cooper, 65, now under federal grand’
- - |jury investigation arising from the
The long-postponed trial of Sirhan' Friars Club card-cheating case,
Bishara Sirhan began in a heavily would seek a fourth eontinuance of
guarded Hall of Justice courtroom Sirhan's trial, on grounds that the
Tuesday and proceeded briefly be- publicity involving himself might be
fore defense maneuvers delayed it prejudicial to Sirhan's right to a fair
,again, _ S . trial.. . R
Superior Judge Herbert V, Walker Two minutes after Judge Walker
took the bench at 9:40 am, and took the bench Cooper asked for a
formally” opened the case of the closed session in the judge's cham-

. BYDAVE SMITI

Times Staff Writer

People vs. Sirhan, the slight youth:
charged with-the murder of Robert,

F. Kennedy,

bers to consider a meotion which,
Cooper said, "would only complicafe

jmatters” if introduced in open court,
Yut immediately one of Sirhan's'

Judge Walker, Sirhan and atior-

attorneys asked that a closed session neys for the defense and prosecution
be held in Judge Walker's chambers Withdrew to chambers for more thar
to discuss a mction neither the court an hour, Cooper introduced his fouir

nor attorneys would describe to
newsmen—although there were re-
ports it was a request for yet
another postpenement in the cele-
brated case. L

After an hour in chambers, four
motions were introduced in court,
The argument on motions was con-
tinued until the trial resumes this
afternoon.

Defense attorney Grant B. Cooper:
made the four motions, two of which
were denied. L o :

Two dotions Set for Today

Today's session will take up a
defense motion to set aside Sirlian's
plea of not guilty, then to a motion
to set aside the indictment.

The first motion is a legal tech-
nicality; an indictment cannot be
quashed while a plea stands, After
a-plea is withdrawn, if another in-

djctment_is returned, the original i

pica may be re-entered,

lizal motions upon their reapﬁégxé'
agce at 11:16 a.m. The session wa$
adjourned shortly afterward.

But in a corridor news conference
after adjournment, Cooper was
asked to comment on speculation
that he might seek a continuance
because of his involvement with the
federal grand jury. '

"T'm not allowed to comment on
anything that was .discussed in
chambers,” Ccoper said, thus indi-
cating that the topic was at least
discussed. . -

Reason Indicated for Rniegtion

Tt would also indicate that Judge
Walker rejected a continuance on
those grounds, since the, four mo-
tions Cooper introduced in court did
not touch on -the Friars Club
investigation. - .

0f the four, Judge Walker denied
Cooper's motion to impanel two
‘juries-—one to decide the guestion of
guilt or innocence, the other to set a
penalty if Sirhan is found guilty—
and a motion that prospective jurors
be given written questions to an-
swer as a time-saving device during

jury selection. -

* -Cooper said he and his two
associates in the Sirhan defense,
Russell, F. Parsons, 69, and Mew
York attorney Emile Zola Berman,
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65 would seek io quash f.he i'n.u-'

dégree miirdar indictment by atlacke
ing the system by which grand jur--
ies and petit juries are selected.

" Parsons, after adjournment, said
the defense teams feel the grand
jury that indicted Sirhan last June g

"was not a proper cross-section,®

Parsons said such juries frequently
exclude women, minority group
members and people of various
professions.

Grand juries are selected after
nomination by Superior Court judg.
es, while petit juries are selected
from lists of voters. -

11 Women on Jury

{The 23-member County Grand
Jury that indicted Sirhan contamed
14 women—Dhelieved to be the most
ever on an L.A. County Grand
Jury.)
~ Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D,
Compton objected to Cooper's mo-
tion-to name two juries, contending
that California law did not intend,
though it does allow, separate juries
for the trial and penalty phases.

Compton said it would be " very
premature and improper to zn.
‘nounce now that there will be two
juries," but if that becomes warrant.
ed during the course of Sirhan's
trial, "the court, at its own discre-
tion, can do so later.” |

Cooper countered that "the law is
a living, growing thing. The law
yesterday is no longer the law
today."

Judge Walker denicd the motion,
but said he would entertain its
reintroduction later as circumstan-
ces warrant,

In arguing for the submission oi oirhe
writlen questions for prospectne
jurors, Cooper szid it would save
time in what would eotherwise, ha

estlmated take a3 long as six weeks

for Jury selectmn . o

Question o7 Consultahons

= Hut Judge Walker denied 1 this
motion, saying "we have no real

ie\pemence to go by in this state,
‘partlculally in this court” regarding

this procedure, e added that if
Jjurors were given written questions,
"there could be some consultations”
about how to answer. L
Compten said the prosecution .
team—including Dep. Dist. Attor |

. neys Jokn E. Howard and David N.

Fitts—wvasg ready fo argue Coopers
motion to set aside the plea, "in the
morning or this afternoon, if neces-
sary."

Cooper requested however, that

- the trial be recessed till 2 P today

"because I have other
ments.” ;
Judge Walker, smiling broadly,

granted the request.

Cooper appeared in federal court
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, where he was or-
dered to answer questions by the
federal grand jury.

Sat Close {to Parsons

Throughout the brief proceedwgs
Sirhan, clad in a new blue-gray suit, ©
remained silent, He sat close to Par-
sons, first attorney to enter the de-
fense, and gazed nervously at tha
public area, of the T5-seat court-
room. )

The seats were divided about
gvenly bebween security officers and
newsmen, with only five members
of the general public admitted after
the trial began,

In two seats i the back row =at
the defendant's mother, Mrs, Mary
Sirhan, 33, of Pasadena, and Munir_
(Joe) Sirhan, 21, the only one of
Sirhan's four brothers In this area to .
< attend the first day of trial"_" -

comini t-

PR S
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By JO]lN DOUGLAS |

1 Herald-Examingr Staif Wnl:r

Eﬂorts by defense lawvers to
make precedent-setting - law. in
Lalifornia today delayed selec-
tion of a jury in the murder
trial 'of ‘Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
24, accused as the slayer of Sen.
RobertF Kennedy. -

Chief defense council Grant
B. Cooper has ‘indicated that
tesﬁmony he wants to infreduce
in support of one of his legal
maneuvers will be lengthy. At
‘one point in yesterday S pro.|

delay in the trial to iron out
legal pemts . - /

Cooper’s sugbestlmf which
never reached the formal mo-
tion stage, was, brushed aside
by Superior Court Judge Her-
bert V. Walker, presuhnv over
the trial.

. Arﬂuments to d a y centered
amund attempts by Cooper to
get Judge Walker to “set aside”
Sirhan's plea’ of “not guilty” to
the Indictment returned against

him by the Ceunty Grand Jury
June 7. 1988.. .

That mchctment cha1ges h1m
with murdey in the slaymv of
Sen. Kennedy-early the mormncr
of June 3, 1968, in a kltcheu oft
the Ambassadm Hotel’s Embas
sy Room. '~

Cooper has made it clezu that
fhie reason he wants the plea Set

aside is. to lay the’ groundwork
for an "attadk agalnst the, 1968
Los, - Angeles County Grand
Juw and California’s Grand
Jury selection system in gener-
al.

|ceeding, he’ suggested & 30- dayl Tne system has been attacked

before, and at the lovel of the
State Supreme Court the attacks
ha\e heen unsuccessful. Howev-
Copper points out that the
atla'ck against the system is
being carried to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. °
Cooper has assailed selectmn,
of the 1968 Grand Jury on the
grounds that the system which
permits ‘judges to nominate
Grand Jury candidates, who are
then chosen by a spin of the
wheel, inherently excludes

= Sirhan Lawyers Seeking—
“Teo' Peseam[! Nef @wﬁny L@Qe@:

'noups and petsons of some
natmnal background.”

The legal concept of “timeli-
ness” could mitigate against
Cooper’s move to (vithclraw the
“not guilly”-plea, even though

cept's rationale is that there
was a proper time and place for
Cooper’s argument, and that it
may not have been made.

The chief delense counsel's
answer to that is: “I wasn't in
the case then.”

{Cooper joined de[ense altor-
ney Russell E, Parsons in the
Sirhan case last month after
conclusion of the Friars Club
card cheating trail. [The third;
defense lawyer, Emile Zola Ber-
man ‘of New York, joined hxs
colleagues even later.)

In yesterday's proceedings.
Cooper lost two of his moves.,

He failed: o

agree to' two juries in the ¢case—
one to hear the evidence, the
other to set the penally, should

“members ,0f, Some minotity;

(0 b Sttt

a

4
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there be a first degree murdet

COTVICHON. :

~ © To get the jurist to assent

to written, instead of oral, ex-
amination of prospective jurors.

‘Chief Deputy District Attor-
‘ney Lynn Compton, who heads
the prosecution, opposed both
‘moves. Walker rejected the lwo-
jury request out of hand, and

denied the plea for written ex-|,

'amindtions on the grounds that

the jury prospects might act in

*011usmn in filling -out written
questlonnaues

I+ At a post session news confet-
ence yesterday Cooper <Col-
firmed speculation that the Sir-
han defense will be based on
legal - and  psychological
grounds. :
:._HeAsaid:. .
*"“The defense will not deny
Sirhan shot Kennedy. A lot of
people saw him, -

“The defense will be along
other lines.” °

- Motions introduced at yester
day’s session indicated these
other grounds:

© 'An attack on California’s
petlt (trial) jury~ system be-
suse 1L Hitomatically excuses

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

S ETr T

members of certain’ professions ~
{rom ]u1y serwce e

o Another atlempt o over-
turow the system which allows
the same 3u1y to decide guilt or',
innocence in a first degree mur:
der case, and then to deliberate
again as to what penalty the '
defendant shall suffer. N

The defense maintaing the‘law
which permits antomatic excus-
ing of lawyers, physicians,
teachers and nurses from jury
duty, denies “whole classes of ~

in his trial.
* The so-called penalty Jury

“clearly unconstitutional.’
though he denied this plea yes~

lterday, Judge Walker made it

clear he. did not foreclose the
defense from putting it forth a
second time.

work to develop,  defenses of

“diminished capacity” aimed dt |
showing that Sirhan’s reaéoning
faculties may have been im-

shot.

people” to a defendant as 3urors

[P S V. N

Finally, it is clear that the o
defense has not abandoned, but
on the contrary continues' to __’

system Cooper mzuntams is® .
Al

-

'

i
v

paired at the time Kennedy was

FEEER——r-
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Times Staff Writer |

Security pl*ecautions at the Sirhan

Bishara Sirhan trial Tuesday-

reached "the point where deputy

sheriffs were searching each other.
before entering an auxiliary court-

room whepe the proceedings were
shown on closed circuit television to
newsinein. - ;

The newsmen werle astounded by .

the extraordinay security precau-

tions in a room four floors below -

where the trial was taking place on
thé ~eighth . roor of ‘the Hall of
Justxcc .

<A Sheriff's DCpal tment spol\esman
said the practice of deputies search-
iig each other was a part of the

"total security” program for the trial’

to. assure that no unauthorized
weapons cameras, or recording
detices were brouvgnt into reatrlcted
aréas.

- "I anything should ha[lpen, we

want to make sure none of our men -
are rEaponblble for smuggling any-,
thing in and giving it to a specta—

tor " the spol\esman said,

Yewsmen Also Searched

About 40 newsmen were thor-
oughly searched for hidden record-

iz equipment or cameras - before "

bEIHU allowed to enter the spacially
.eqa.upped room with its three closed
cireuit -television receivers. The
room is being used to accommodate
thé- gverilow of newsmen iho
cannot get in the relatwelv small
cour troom

wForty more newsmen were admit-

téd to the eighth-floor courtroom
while" televmon cameramen and
photographers waited in the halls.

‘\ewsmen without special creden-
{ials were not even admlt.ted to the
auxiliary reom.

“Those entering the courtroom
were scarched even more thorough-
ty, Men were searched in a hallway
and checked for concealed weapons

“with & metal detector whlle the

women were taken into- a separate
goom and =earched by female depu-
les, = ', ¥

No one was allowed to leave or
enter the courtroom: once, the
proceedings started. T

.By ‘ Superior ‘Judge Herbert -V,
Walker's order off1c1al!y extending
the courtroom to include the fourth-
floor reom, numerous corridors were
ruled as. "restricled areas" where
photographers were prohibited:

But photographers and television

"cameramen shadowed Sirhans .at-

torneys—Grant Cooper, Russell E,
Parsons and Emil Zola Berman—as
they entered the courtroom area.
The same was true for his motha
Mrs. Mary Sirhan. 5

Five From Puhllc at Tnal

Desplte the tight security precau-
tios five members of the general
public were allowed to witness the
trial of the man aceused of I{illing
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

After filling out.a delailed foxm.

with identifying information and
being searched like everyone else,
the five were allowed to enter the
courtroom.

Mrs. Beth Peck, of 1‘?2 \Iountam'

View Ave,, said she visits the Hall of
Justice dally to - view trials and
regularly attended the mdely—pubh-
cized 1959 trial of Dr, Bernard Finch,
who, along with his girlfriend
Carole’ TreO‘off were accused of
slaying chh‘ estranged wife. ;

All five said their primary motiva-
tion for attending the trial was
general curiosity to see what Su'han
is like, .

One woman when asked upon leav-
ing the courtroom, if she was hored
with the highly technical nature ol
the nroceedings answered:

"How can you be bored when a
man's life is at stake?" .'*—-*-'——’

Vot
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make “precedent-setling law in
California today delayed selec-

tion of & jury in the murder
trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
24, accused as the slayer of Sen.
Rohert"F. Kennedy,

Chief defense council Grant
B. Cooper has indicated that
testimony ke wants to introduce
“in support of one of his legal
maneuvers will be lengthy. At
one point in yesterday’s pro-
ceeding, he suggested a 30-day
delay in the trial to iron out
legal polnts :

Cooper’'s ™ suggestion, which
never reached the formal meo-
tion glage, was brushed aside
by_Su""nor Court Judge Her-

* Efforts by delense lawg ers. to|

Lawyers

berl 'V, Walket, plesulmv over
me trial.

got Judge Walker to “set aside”

Jue 7, 1968.

s Seelding

ﬁ" ® L?@gﬁand N@; @ﬂ zzé’fry Plea

The system has been attacked

before, and at the level of the

Argumenls today cenleted|gpe supreme Court the attacks
avound ‘attempls by Cooper 10\3ave hoen unsuccesstul. Howey-
er, "Cooper points out that the

Sirhan’s plea of “not guilly” tolatiack against the system is
the indictment returned againstipaiyo carried to the US. Su-

him by-the County Gmnd Jury preme Court. i

Cooper has assailed selection

sy Room,

That indictment charges himioe the 1968 Grand Jury. on the
with murder jn the slaying of grounds that the system which
Sen. Kennedy early the morning permits judges to nominate!

of June 5, 1968, in a Kitchen off| qyanqd 7 ndidat h {
the Ambassador Hotel’s Embas- rand Juty candidates, who arej

then choser by a spin of the
wheel, inherently excludes

Cooper has made it clear that

for an attack against the 1968
Los Angeles County Grand
Jury, and California’s Grand
Jury selection ':ystem in gener-

al oL .o - ]
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“members of some minority

the reason he wants the plea set groups and persons of some
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"ot guilty” plea, evel_l'thbu_g 0 He said:, - e

‘withdrawal of the plea is but a
“technical maneuver. The con-
cept’s rationale is that there
was a proper time and place for
Cooper's argument, and that it
‘may not have been made.

The - chief defense counsel's
answer to that is: “I wasn't in
.the case then.”

(Cooper joined defense atlor-
ney Russell E, Parsons in the
Sirhan case last month after

J

— v, e
“The defense will not denv

Sirhan shot Kennedy, A lot of!
people saw him, . .
“The defense will be along’
other lines,” .o
} Motions iniroduced at yester-
day’s session indicated these
other grounds: : !
{ © An attack on California’s;
petit (lrial} jury system' be-
‘cauise it antomatically excuses
members of certain professions

from jury service. !

conclusion of the Friars Club; o Apother attempt to over

_.ﬁa:d ch;eating t;:aﬂ_‘l n‘éh"i tgird;throw the system which allows
efense lawyer, kmile 201a BCI-4pe same jury to decide guilt or

man_of New York, joined his
colleagues even later.) )
JIn yesterday's proceedings
‘Cooper lost two of his moves.
_ He failed: -
:-@ To get Judge Walker to
agree to two juries in the case—
one to hear the evidence, the
other to set the penalty, should
there be a first degree murder
conviction, .

© To get the jurist to assent
to written, instead of oral, ex-
amination of prospective jurors.

Chief Deputy District Attor-
ney Lynn Compton, who heads
the - prosecution, opposed both
moves. Walker rejected the two-
jury request out of hand, and
denied the plea for writien ex-
aminations on the grounds that
the jury prospects might act in
collusion in filling out written
questionnaires.: "

At a post_session news confer-
ence yesterday Cooper con-
firmed speculation” that the Sir-
han defense will be based on

\grounds. e

legal _and  psychologicalisfiot,
. ||‘ N

innocence in a first degree mur-
ider case, and then to deliberate
Fgain as to what penalty the
!defendant_shall suffer.

The defense maintains the law
which permits antomatic excus-
ffie  of lawyers, physiciams,
teachers and nrses from j@:}:l
é:,u,ty, denies “‘whole "classes of.
people” to a defendant as jurors,
in his trial. | -
“The sc-called penalty jury
system Cooper maintains is.
“clearly unconstitutional.” Al
though he denied this plea yes-:
terday, Judge Walker made it.
clear he did not foreclose the.
defense from putting it forth a’
second lime. '

Finally, it is clear that the
defense has not abandoned, but
on the contrary continues to

“|work to develop, defenses of

“diminished capacity” aimed at
showing that Sirhan’s reasoning.
faculties may have been .im-:
paired at the time Kennedy was,

A1
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By AL STU\IP
Herald-Examiner Staff erier ,
Sh'!"ely ‘but censored the
blos_!d girl reporter from a na-
tignal news service shrieked

\mth (dismay, her hands flapping
in"disavowal of any deliberale

recorder. equxpment in her calry
aﬂ baﬂ g Bk

“I dJcln’t know it was there!”
she ‘cried.
are- Jlleoa] And I do own one.

mestly -

‘at R

“] know recorders

FBut 1 dldn’t bring it here, he-

R@@@Ef@"@w P@Jf?é

Y

young, tough, suspmmus of any-
thing that moves. They just
stood and pointed at “tape”

earphones found in a search of
the girl’s bag. “Quietly step to
one side,” they ordered. *'We
want to talk to you.” ’

v.-i'qngdomg, when security * i S
guards ‘at the Sirhan B. Sirhan| .
trial pounced upon her ... al- CWSSPDP“]‘ might be a

terthey found part of tape- term coined for the people en-

countered in the teeming corri-
dors outside the Jury Reom and
the Auxiliary Courtroom.

Here is a highly-nervous fe-
male who works as a clerk of
the court in Auckland, New Zea-
land, standing iz lire, hoping to

- - |gain one of the almost impossi-i
Shemff ete Pitchess’ detail|ble-to-attain half-dozen seats
I of Justice runs |within the chamber of testimony

granted fo the, gengral pubjic.
Her name: Helen Buffs..
-Helen is late-thirtyish. First
trip to the U.S. A trip mostly
made because ‘I loved Bobby
as did all New Zealanders™ and
“] had to come here and see
how they tried and handled his
killér.” )
Soon after Robert Kennedy
was blasted out .of life, Helen
Butts was attending a lecture at
the Auckland Upliit League
Hall. “A man ran out on the
stage and broke into the lecture
and yelled that Bobby had been
killed. The audience yelled and
booed him. We refused to’ be-
lieve it,” says Helen, standing
in line, her foot tapping, her
face tense.

“Do_you Amencan" k‘n“n“w »
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she_asked, "

ed?” -

who you dest

al
.

'ﬂra‘r‘k

LN

:

. AS Helen Butts from Auckland |

spoke, a slim, quiet man, Mel-

vin Latterman, stood listening. ;

He, too, hoped for a seat.
Latterman about 39, is in the

restaurant busmess in  West-

wood Village.

- *] came to witness this,” he-

said, “because I worked in Bob

Kennedy’s campaign from the '

day he filed for President. I was
in the Wilshire office, writing
letters and working on arrange-
ments for his public appear-
ances. ,-
“Sen. Kennedy dropped by
our place several times. He
drank coffee with me.
" “He told me, ‘I like L.A.—it's
a place of constant motion and

excitement—w h e r e something '

always is happening.’ ”
Latterman’s eyes brimmed:
“[ don’t hate Sirhen ... he's
‘a ‘human being, after all and
the law will deal with him.”

* KX

Eastern reportérs—and doz-
ens have converged upon this

epic trial from the Chlca.g@-%

Tribune, Cleveland Press, To-
ronto Televram St. Louis Post-
‘Dispatch, Newsday, New York
Post, Times and News, the Bos-
ton Globe, not to mention Blick
|of Zurich, Paris Match," Le Fi-
tgaro of Paris, Epoca of Italy,
iDeutsche Press-Agentur, London
Daily Express and London Daily

‘Sun--generally agree upon one

“clue” {o Sirhan's personality.
+ Veterans of many a high-stake
leriminal trial, they tell you:

“He’s smug. That's the single
biggest impression we get of
him. He's expecting to beat thls
rap. »

Will he? The “expert” press
voting is that he will never see
the msnde of the San Quentin
cya‘rma-chamber —r

4

EO—-;q.'\_T, guy who said ‘he exercised;

horses with the defendant at the
Granja Vista del Rio ranch near
iCorona, in the summer of 1966,
when Sirhan had aspirations to
be a jockey, sipped: coffee in the
Hall lobby and made his point.

“He ain't worried? When he
was working around the stables
and walking ‘hots’ alter wotk-
-outs, he we:gued about 118
‘pounds.

“I got a good look at h1m
toddy. He’s lost'so much weight
I doubt he tops 105. His cheek-
bones have sunk in s0 far I
wasi't sure it was him, when 1
Mirst saw him. -

“Don’t they feed him enough
up there on the 13th floor ]aul""f

P 'uew,\-fc

They feed Sirhan like every
other-prisoner in County Jail.

. Yesterday, he lunched on
smoked salami, vegetable soup,
fresh fruit (an orange), vegeta-
‘ble salad, bread and coffee.

. Dinner involved a hot dog!
literally sauced, a partially-but-
tered potato, vggetable salad
uam,d mixed fruit, ho_ttea“___-a__r}g

PR
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‘ By JOIIN DOL&L\S
Herald-Examiner Sia{f Writer,

Defense lawyers, 1who have
{ailed in three previous at-
témpts to win delay in the trial
of Sirhan Dishara Sirhan, will
try their luck agaii today —
this time raising the guestion of
one of their number’s involve-
ment in a fedelal gtand ]urw
maller. | B

L In closed-deor plDLeedlllUb in
the chambers of Superior Court
Judge Herbert V. Walker, the
defense will argue that the trial
of the man accused of Xilling
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy should
be put off at 1 e a s t 30 days
because of publicity swrround-
ing the federal grand jwy's
investigation, into, attorney
Grant B. Cooper's premature
possession of a grand jury tran-
seript in the Friars Club card-
cheating trial.

Cooper has appeared twice
helore the grand jury, and must
make at least one more, as yet
unscheduled, appearance 1o ex-
plain how he came to possess
the transcript before the sched
uled time.

Emile Zola Berman, who “ 1l11
Cooper and Russell E. Parsons
represents Sirhan, ~ said after
vesterday's  court scssion he
would put before Judge Walker
a record of the number of news-
paper and television accounts of
the Cooper investigation.

off at the trial yesterday, Ber:

nmn, apeahmg for the flt'st time
since the case opened, said:
+We expect to have informa-
tion on the saturation of-certain
information throughout the com-
mumty i -

. Saturation mth rebpect
to publluty in the case ”

Asked what effect he thought
the’ publicity h'{d Belman ldlel
said; |
" “That’s what we're’ gomg to
find ont tomorrow.” % ¢

Yesterday's' court session saw
Judge Walker reject another de-
iense delay " plea—this -one
sought by Cooper to gain more
time to prepare arguments at-
tacking the indictment. against
Sirhan. The grounds ‘are that
the 1008 Los Angeles' Countyl
Grand Jury, which June 7 in-
dicted Sirhan - for "Kennedy’s
June 3 murder, was not consti-
tutionally selected.

Cooper assails the system of
nomination of grand jurors by
Superior’ Court judges because,
he maintains, it excludes mem-
bers of certain minority, groups.

;
|

Before Judge Walker shut luml -

ST e R EEIY L tmmen s

Judge Wall\el turned "Cooper
down, and read into the record
the list of continuances Sirhan
has- had' since he entered his
formal plea of “not guilty” to
the murder indictment July: 28,

“The court feels there have
been - many. continuances and
there has- been’. (,ompctent|
counsel .from July 28 lo tius
date,” Walker concluded.

The judge did agree, however,
*|to allow Cooper to put off his
algu‘r'nents against the .grand
jury. system u11t11 later in the
ivial. After yesterday’s session
chief prosecutor Lyun Compton
forecast this argumnent would
not come until after selection of
the tvial jury.

Both sides want time to study
a similar attack against the
grand jury system “made by
defense counsel in the Sal-Cas-
tro-Brown Beret case here ear-
lier this year. The record of this
became av'u!al)!e only vester-
day.

Both cierem:e d[ld prosecu jon

have agreed that juiy selection

1,,/

{/f
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can hegin Monday, but thege Is! " Called as a defense witness,
sothie Tudication Judge Walker [gs Angeles " Couaty Superior
may push 10 begin thal process Coyrt Jury Commissioner Wil.
Friday. . = . .. liam A. Goodwin testified that
* Cooper mounted an atlackithese exemptions were granted

yeslerday on lhe system ol‘iby state law, and that in some|

choosing trial jurors. He as-'cases o notably telephone
sailled il ‘becatse certain mem-workers and civil servants—the
bers of cettain professions may. excuses were not . sought by
if they choose, be automatically prospective jurors. .

excused “from jwy duty, Judge Walker made no ruling,

These * professions range fromand toid Cooper he could argue
attorneysand physiciansthe matter {urther at a ‘later
through prison guards to tele day, provided he did it hefore
phone operators and civil seritpe Sirhan jury was finally se-
vants. - lected and sworn in. -

i+ Called as a defense witness; Cooper renewed his moti(m'

[Los Angeles County Superiotfor twd juries in the case—one
ICourt Jury Commissioner Wilto try it and the other to set
jiam A. Goodwin testified thafpenalty. Judge Walker again
ithese exemptions were grantedturned him down. .
,rby state’ law, and that in SOME  Girhan  who had appeared
cpses — notably telephoneyr,yn ang dospondent at the
workers and eivil servants—thg pening of his trial Tuesday,
fml'rzca‘st this argument woulddisplayed a much mare cheerful,
1oy come until after selection ofdemeanor yesterday. , .- |
the trial jury. ) v Twice he turned in his seat.
Both sides want time 1o studyand, with a broad smile, waved,
a- similar attack against theto his mother, Mrs. Mary Sir-
grand jury system made byhan and his two brothers, Adel,
defense eounsel in the Sal Cas-30, and Munir {Joe), 21, wh o
%'U-Iig}‘-'m Beret -case here Cal-accompanied her to court.

e tis year, The record of this, Mention of the possibility of
g:;ame available only yester-;the death penalty by Judge
Both de : q ) . ‘Walker Tuesday caused the
e o ouse and prosecution yo o yordanian immigrant to
ive dereed that juty selectiop fyry v o straight in his seat.
Ciin begin Monday, but there |5 i i ion
< 2 Yesterday, during a discussion
S¢me indication Judge Walkerof the penalty lasting several

; inutes, he moved not a mus-’
Eajtga;;ush to beg;n that proces:s:c le, but sat with ks chin
Aarinat A ) ;. propped in his right hand gazing|
Cooper mounted an attackipz into space. O
esterday on the- system ofl 3rrc” Girhanrs eyes brooded
choosing  trial jurors. He as-ag she watched the second day
,SaHEd It because certain mem- 5 the trial which may. cost her
bers of certain professions may, yon his life. She stared straight
If they choose, be automatically ahead. her attention seemingiy;
gxcused from jury duty.liveted’ on her son's back znl
These professions range fromtnoce of his attorneys. When
attorneysand physicians(sirhan waved at her, she did not
through prison guards to tele-hyave back. Much of the time
phone_operators and civil Ser-,she sat with her hands clutching
vants. L Ithe armrests of her chair.
Her greying hair was drawn
- tightly back from her forehead.
She was dressed in a_coat dress
of Black and paisley gorg—— y
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.__S]J_n{:ard Trial
Coope1 also referred iR
;court Thursday to the
‘murder trial of Dr. Sam
:Sheppard in Cleveland, in |
-which pretrial pubhcn;y
-was ruled grounds for
both a continuance and,
]ater a change in venue,

i Thursdays session was
also marked by little acti-
¥ty in open court. A
-Closed session began in
Judge Walker's chambers

‘shortly after 9 a.m., ddlay-"
- ing public proceechngs un-
“til shortly after 10.

“WAfter 15 minutes of
hearmO' motions in open
“tourt, Judge Walker, the
attorneys for the defense
and prosecution, and the
pale subdued defendant
Withdrew to chambers for
‘the remainder of the day.

The public proceedings
concerned Cooper's earlier

motion to quash the first- |

‘degree murder indictment
by attacking the constitu-
‘tionality of the grand jury
which indicted Slrhan for
the-slaring of Sen. Robert
F Kennedy .

'.mentlo_ned in court.

“ Castro Case ~ .

)
~ In support of thal mo-

tion, Cooper introduced
the four volume, 1,010-_
| page transeript of the case
against East Los Angeles
teacher Sal Castm in
iwhich several judges were

" icalled to explain and de-

‘fend their methods of nom-

iinating members to the

grzmd jury.

. The “defense team' also .
planned to study the

transcript in hope of find-

ing relevant points in sup-

‘port of another motion by

Cooper to.set aside -the

trlal jury list.

Cooper contends that the
‘method of selecting jurors
from voters' lists automa-
tically excludes so many
classes of citizens that

such ]urles do not repre- .

sent "a proper Cross sec-
tion of the population.”

throughout the brief

Sirhan sat quietly”

proceedings in open court.

His mother, Mary, was
"absent for the first time
“Thursday, as were two
Brothers, Munir and Adel,
Who attended earlier ses-
-sions.

pievious two days of trial,
"the-name of the slain New

Thursday, as on the'-

York sepator was—meszr
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Affomeys for

Sirhan in New

Plea tor Delay
Pretrial Publicity Cited as

Newsmen Are Questioned;
Case to Resume Monday

N

Times Staff Writer

The stop-and-go trial of Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan continued Thursday
with' defense attorneys pleading in
closed session for further delay.

After 15 minutes of proceedings in'
open court, Superior Judge Herbert
V. Walker recessed the public trial
until 9:30 a.m. Monday, but both the
defense and prosecution continued
meeting Thursday afterncon in
Judge Walker's chambers.

Although the press was barred

from the closed session in Judge

W—— |

Defense Atty. Emile Zola Berman
sald in court Wednesday THAt the
defense would introduce a motion in
Thursday’s closed session pertaining
1o "the saturation of publieity in this
area.” -

It was believed that the defense
would cite the character and extent,
of news coverage as grounds for a
motion for mistrial or for a change
of venue—or perhaps merely a 30-
day continuance, which Judge
Walker had earlier denied,

It was Cooper who indicated one
possible grounds for a motion for a
continuance or a change of venue. In
the trial's opening day Tuesday
Cooper referred in court to the trial
of Dr. Sam Sheppard in Cleveland in
which pretrial publicity was ruled
grounds for both a continuance and
a later change in venue, R

Publicity on Cooper * L

In Sirhan's case, however, it ‘did
not appear Thursday that publicity
on Sirhan was as much an issue as
publicity on Cooper. -

With Goodman, as with other
newsmen, it apparently was the
linking of Sirhan's defense with
Cooper's actions in the Friars Club
card-cheating trial that was the focus
of discussion.

Cooper, 65, has admitted unau-

Walker's charabers—the fifth such thorized possession and use of a
meeting in only three court sessions Secret transcript during that trial,
—it was clear that pretrial publicity and has refused, at the risk of
was the basis. of continued defense  ¢ontempt proceedings, to answer
maneuvers for time. oo grand jury '(]_LIESUOHS on how he got
The three-man defense team for|the transcript. ) \
the accused slayer of Sen, Robert F.| Cooper reportedly is concerned
Kennedy subpoenaed 17 witnesses; that publicity about his own case
for the closed session—most of them' could have a prejudicial effect on
Los Angeles radio' and, television Sirhan's right to a fair trial. .
newsmenn. . Judge Walker reported.ly is con-
One was John Goodman, of radio cerned about the same thing, but is,
station KNX, who said before testi- at least as concerned about the
fying that the defense had indicated Seven-month delay between the 24-
it was concerned about news reports year-old Jordanian's arraignment
discussing both the Sirhan case and 2nd opening of trial. )
a federal grand jury investigation AR indication that saturation of
involving Sirhan's ~chief, defense Publicity is the grounds for a de-
attorney, Grant B. Cooper. fense motion for a fourth continu-
- ance was the fact that one witness
Refuscs to Produee Eecords called Thursday was Diana Smith, a
Goodman said the defense asked secretary for the West Coast office of
‘him to brin gthe station's records for Arbitron, a television rating firm
last Monday and Tuesday, but thatl which determines the extent of
he refused on advice from _an'viewership of certain programs.
attorney _for the Columbia Broad- Miss Smith and all other witnesses
casting System. ~ were warned not to disclose their
. testimony in Judge Walker's cham-
bers, 3
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It was believed that the
defense nhad already intro-
duced into evidence sto-
ries from local newspapers
regarding both Sirhan and
LCooper. ) T
. “The only activity in open
court Thursday concerned
Cooper's earlier motign to
quash the first-degree
murder indictment by at-
tacking the constitutiona-
lity of .the grand jury

. which indicted Sirhan.

" e ‘Other Trial

* In support of that mo-
tion, Cooper introduced
the four-volume, 1,010-
page transcript of the case
against East Los Angeles
teacher Sal Castro—a case
now on trial—in which
several judges were called
to explain and defend
their methods of nominat-
ing members to the grand

jury: er thex
Judge Walker themn

granied the recess until

. case,

 Monday morning duririg |
which defense- an‘a prosel'_‘i

cution were to study the'.i
massive transcript {or4
points Cooper ~ contends’
are relevant to the Sirhan

-~ g

On Wednesday it ap-’
peared that jury selection
might begin sometime
Monday, but it is expected
that . arguments on the
Castro transcript now
forecloses that possibility.
Jury selection is expected .
to take as long as three or °
four weeks.

Sirhan sat quietly
throughout the brief -
proceedings in open court.
His mother, Mary, was
absent for the first time
Thursday, .as were two
brothers, Munir and Adel,
who attended earlier ses-
sions.

Thursday, as on the
previous two days of trial,
the name of the slain New
York senator was never
mentioned in court,
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[ Sithan's ‘Thoughts Told Fay
| Wfaﬁ“@f on His Defense Sifa

"' BY WILLIAM J.  DRUSMMOND

. Times Staff \lnler

Sirhan Blshara Slrhans thoughts _ ‘Kaiser said his artche WOUld no
on America, on himself and on his inklude matters having a bearing o
lawyers were revealed liere Sun- the issues in the trial for the murder
day by a journalist on the staff of of Sen. Kennedy. "I won't try. the
the Jordanian's defense counsel, case in the public prints," he said.

Robert Blair Kaiser, formerly a _ Dep. Dist. Atty, Lynn D, Compton,
Tlme magazine coxrespondent has head of the prosecution team in the
,written an article for Life magazine ¢ase, said Kaiser, as an agent of the:
based on long interviews with the defense counsel, was included in the
“man accused of assassinating Sen. coverage of a court order banning
Robert ¥, Kennedy. . . comment by parties in the case on.

Sirhan, Kaiser sald, smokes 10 the issues in the trial.

.cigars a day and then switches to six  However, Compton said the slg—
- packs of cigarets a day. has a normal ificance- of the Kaiser materjal
24—year-old's interest in women and |¢ould not be known until the article

© can talk at length about subjects ’15 ‘actually seen. It is to be pubhshLd
ranging from literature to theology. ' Jap. 17- 5

Kaiser said Sirhan told him, "It's |
Kaiser said he had also talked w1th
.all violence, chaos, unrest. Whatever Sirhan's mother,” Mary, about a

 happened to the old saying, 'peace dozen. times. She keeps a huffet

?nlcéa?sueft\:a“s appointed to the staff t2ble covered with magazines that
P tell the. story of the Kennedy

of Russell B. Parsons, one of the'

defense lawyers, and was granted’ + assassination, Kalse“r said. )
permission to interview Sirhan ex- The article says, "She picks up the
clustvely, Kaiser said the privilege magazines now and then and talks
was given him because he was a 1o .the face of Robert Kennédy as
friend of attorney Grant Cooper and drawn by Time' artist Louis Glanz-
used his influence to persuade man, telling him how sorry she is,
Cooper to Joxn in Sirhan's.defense. "Kennedy, moreover talks to her.

“Falks With Sirhan Many Times j! t's okay, 1 Mary,' she says he says. 'L

forgive you. It's okay." .
Kaiser said in an interview he had ' orgive y s okay."

Kaiser said of Mary Sirhan:
talked, with Sirhan at least a d : :
times s::’me Aifgaﬁa east & dozen “Obviously, this is a very trauma-

"We talked about different sub- tic experience for a woman who has

jects—his background, -family, ac-| S00€ through a lot of tr.';\uma.f.v::l

culturation in America, his friends,. e_PlSOdES
his foes,” Kaiser said. "He is "She is a woman who prays T be-’

intellectually inclined, expansive, ! lieve that in the Arab Orthodox. 1‘3'.
articulate, well-read but untrained.” 11$1on ikons are used and prayed to.
Kaiser said Sirhan knows that = It's not unusual to talk:to a picture,

.{Cooper has been defense attornéy in—oc-for that matter for a PFI'SOD in'a
many famous trials and can com- pmture‘_f:g talk to her.! TSI
mand a large fee. "And he's defend-
m,_,_a_.ank like me,” Slrhan Was

quoted as saying.

iz ..‘)-' LIS 4
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% 8irh'an recounted the

ol s e bon e e ar BT et e P Ay

A L. Wirin. of °
Amerjcan Civil tlﬁerfles

‘scene Tirthe Ambassador.- Union had first asked

"Hotel after the - shooting,

Kaiser said.

"I felt a choking in my
throat, and people were
holding me, and beating
me, twisting my left knee,
and pounding my head on
the table. They hurt my
left eye . . " Sirhan said,

The authoir said Sirhan
feels that even his name
séts him apart and pre-
vents him from feeling ful-
ly an American, The Jor-
danian is quoted as saying:
-+ "My name! My name!

Sear-hann Sear-hann. As
soon as anyone heard it,
everything else stopped.

They wanted to know,

JWhat kind of a name is
that?' I began to associale
more -and more with my
name, Sirhan meant "wolf'

and I became more and
.Imore of 4 lone wolf."

Kaiser to talk to Cooper

the |

- about joining the defense,

the writer said. And in

return Kaiser would get
the interview rights.

"If I'd help him (Wirin)
do his thing, he'd help me

. do my thing," Kaiser told

The Times. )

- Kaiser decliied to"say
how much he would be
paid for the article, but
-said he was working on
Sirhan's defense for noth-
ing. Asked if any of the at-

torneys would share in his .

writing fee, he said,
*That's private. It goes
to me. What I do is my
own business.”

Kaiser noted that Sir-
han's 'interest in females
was "normal,” and that he
had taken a fancy .to a
striking blonde reporter
present-at his trTal.

-’
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