
7

E7HJ3 IM»«;wr-‘5Ui'-'IKt^ JTjt*;»- •<
•’ Then 'there’ Vere the- 

”sporadic visits to the Syr-- ' 
• an Orthodox Cathedral. ■ 
y Then-she t;ook up the 
.'First Baptist Church in: 
• Pasadena, even ■ enrolling;1 
■ Sirhan, her brightest and 
.-most devout child, in-the' 
; Sunday school, and group > 
ofyyoung teens'...But here, ' 
(as) in' Jerusalem ■ years j 
before, the serious young ; 
Sirhan. ■ was offended by ! 
the conduct of his peers. { 

iHe complained about the ! 
' other youngstess' frivoi-- 
,ty; they h.eld hands:, and 
gigged, while he felt that 
church was a place for 1 
praying and reading t.he 
: BiNe: "

■ They remaoied with the , 
Baptisfs for a few years, I 
and in late June, 1960, this i 

- church sponsored the en- I 
try into the Untied States ' 

’ of Sharif and Saidallah, by ' 
then in ‘their late 20s.

- The older brothers, long 
- accustomed to, ling away ■ 
from t:he family', soon took 
quartess by themselves, 
Saidallah in an apartment 
nearby, Sharif in High­
land Pal’ll. '

Usses Nickname
• t Sirhan, meanwhUe, now 

known by his mother's 
nickname of "Sol," was a 
student, first at Longfe--. 
low Elementayy School for 
;sixth grade, where a 
,friend now recaiss, "Ele 
wwas a very har'd worker 
after school—sod paptrS, 
.swept out a coffee shop 
nearby. My parents tried 
oft^to 'to .have me behavg 

. like him. he was so politis"'

"*' But even so, Sii-hian was 
diftefent-from his school^ 
mates. Scholastically he 
was behind t.he American 
scho°l’ system, although 
two years older than, his 
classnaaees. Thus, in addi­
tion to his small size, dark

; skin and accented Eoglish 
made him an easy target

1 for youngsters’ gibes. , ■ 
. Bythe tmehe Avedon 
to Ehot Junior High 
Schoo,, his pattern of soci­
al conduct was unalterab­
ly fixed, never to change 
significantly in the years 
ahead. A . friend at that 
time recalls him only as a 
"loner who stayed to him­
self a lot." When they 
were graduaeed from juni­
or high, Sirhan signed t.he 
friend's yearbook in Ara­
bic; the friend couldn’t 
transtate Sirhan's ■ mes­
sage, but t.he point was, it 
was distinctive,, something 
only Sirhan could do. •

Situation Improves
Outwardty, Hungs were 

going well for the Sirhans 
in the early 1960s. Sirhan 
was doing well in his

J studies, getting "A" and 
"B" grades without visile 
tffoft and working after 

, school. Ay da was an ac- 
‘ counit a n’t, Saidallah. 
worked occasionally as a

' house painter, and Adel,' 
despite resistance from 
Mary, got a night job at 
the Fez. Sharif was an, 
accountant for the Califor­
nia Baptist Convention, 
and .Mary found a S195-a- 
monith job as housekeeper 

. for the nursery school in
Pasadena's WeetmiIwter 

: Pteebyie!]itan■ Church. The 
1 family bought the house 

■ they .had been renting;, 
and though .their pay- 
ninti were sometimee 

-lateJher managed to hang 
'- onto it.- • . -

ABut behind the facade 
, the"Sirhans had erected- . 
agaio.st the wortd, things 
were not so smooth. Pa- 
la'dena pohce were becom-' 
ing acquainted, with the 
Sirhan brothess. . ■ , l ‘

' Least seriously involved' J 
with the police -was Saidal- - 
lah, now 36, who in 1966 „ 
was convicted in Pasadena

: Municipal Court, of being 
dfunk in a public place. 
He also is said to have 
accumulated a numb) er of 
traffic viotationt, in suffi- 

rcient number that in June 
of 196S—only two days ’ 
afttf the Kennedy aesasl ■ 
sination — his scheduled 
naturaiizatinn as a U.S. 
citizen was cancelled inde- 
finitey and his traffic ' 
record was cited as merit­
ing further investiipttion.

The youngest son, Mu­
nir, now 21, had progres­
sively failing eyesight; a

. worry to him and his . 
family. One day in 1963, 

' when he was 15, he 
eoealted away in Saidal.- 
lah'e car and promptly 
smashed into a telephone 
pole because he could not 
see well enough to drive.

Three years later* in .
. May, 1966 Munir was ar- 
fested in Flagstaff, Ariz,, ' 
and pleaded guilty to a 
vagrancy charg;e. He 
couldn’t meet bail .and 
served 15 days in jail. . <

The next mootll,.he was, ' 
arrested and charged with'l - ’ . - 1 . Y ,
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posscssipn■■ and - sale ^oT 
^marijuana to an undercov- 
71er narcotics agent. In Oc- 
; tober. he\ was. convicted 
and senteneed to five 
years' probation — one

7.year to be served in jaii—. 
1 but. early in 1967 the 

conviction was set aside 
since he was a juvenile at 
the tmel, Deportation pro- 
eccdrngs against Munir 
■were dropped in mid-1968, 
after his appeal on 
grounds that his was a 
juvenile offense. \

Most seriously involved 
■ with the police ■ was ■ the 

eldest, Shari,, now\37. In 
May, 1963, Sharif was in 

; an auto accident and suf­
fered whipiash injuries to 
his back, neck and head. 
His supervisor in the Bap­
tist accounting iff.ite, 
George Matas, said Sharif 
seemed to "withdraw from 
thie group? and from socie­
ty; He complanied of head­
aches, said his eyes hurt; 
His work deteriorated. We\ 

■ finally had to let him go." \
The family was so em- ' 

bittet•ed at Sharifs dismss- 
sal that they quit th.e 
Baptist church. That was 
in December. That same 
month, Sharif was arrest­
ed and charged with at­
tempted murder after a ro­
mance.which went .on the _ - r'oeISlf^Z >

v-IjOne Dec’ 18, Sharif was sL-a1^ lateT d^d^eu^ 
arrested while in the act of -^ 'rn“ Sharf, a fr^nd

, said, was so ovei-come .,sawing through the.hyd- 
raulic 'brake lines of his 

; girl .friend's car. He was 
1 convicted, of tampering 

with the auto and placed 
on one years probation.

Ayda, mernwhite, in a 
surprisingly independent 
move for an Arab daught­
er. had gone off alone to 
Palm Springs, to work in a 
date -shoo run by a man 
named MennelL Mary was 
closest to Ayda and op­
posed the move, but Ayda, 
in her nud-20s; was ap- 
parently.possessed of

^■X^jfrZiv®:;.

afraid of the father.

‘.‘His', children, did'. । 
not speak in the ' 
houise. They were

sonc of Marys own— 
strength’ and dciermrna- 
tion. ■ . ■ •■

She married MenneH, 
several year's her senior, 
in. 1961, and when she ' 
revealed the marriage .to 
lher family, a btti.cr scene 
'ensued. Sharff, the eldest 
male, beat his wilful sister 
with a shoe, and Ay'da ’ 
fled;----- ■ . ; ; .- : -

• with remorse that' "he', 
i cried like a baby." , ■ ■ 
| Throughout this period 
: of the family's life, Sirhan 
t was the least outgoing but 
I most promismg of the , 
; sons, It was Sirhan who 
j would put the family on 
title map, everyone agreed: 
he was serious-mmded, re- 
hgious, polite, devoted to 
his mother, absorbed in . 
books. One neighbor re­
calls he thought he might 

I go mto dentistry. Another 
, felt he was better suited to
a more ini:cllcetual pursuit 

, . —trcchrllg, perhaps, or re- . 
Siil ligious words. -' -

■ It is a curious facet of
Sirhan's personalia that ,. 

' by that time—m^arr as it
is recalled by his acquain­
tances—he had a peculiar
facility for showing only 

. certain slides, of his nature 
to certain groups of people 
—arid never very much to 

I-anyone: The - recollections,, 
different persons have ■

i
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a.about^irhan are. strangely 
<flat and' one-dimensional, 
- dissimilar, in content but 
'*strikingly similar in their

, F.lack of emotional force.' 
... The heart-to-heart talks 
■ normal to adolescents ap-" 
’parent^ were not for him.

WWith Mme family friends,, 
£for, instance, he never 
*discussed politics, yet with 
* school friends he .rarely 
j;discu^ed anything else. I 
£ ■His grades at John Muir | 
«"High School were good 
, and clastmaSts remember 
' him as very smart;, very 
quiet, inclined to be 
somewhat competitive and 

A given to discouragement 
when bested. ;
' One of his better friends' 
wais Curtis Townsend, a 
Negro.who lived not far 

- away-.- • .
■ "He was a smart boy," 
says Ttwntind. "He 
caught on quick. We ran 

. around with an interracial 
group;, and we -used to 
.have contvtts to svv who 

■ 'could get the highest 
gi-ades on tesss. He got 

1 discouraged if he didn't 
win." ' .

Townsend also recall 
how "a kid teasedl hiim 
because he often showed 
up at school with mixed 
pairs of sockk—each of a 
different color—and Sir- 
han told him to lay off. 
He'd speak up if he was 
crossed. But it was funny, 
he was always doing some­
thing like that, maybe out 
of abssntmindedness. Like 

. in sports, for inst;ance, 
kids made fun of him 
because he'd show up for 
sports, him with his 30- 
inch waist in 36 trousers.

, He'd just look funny." 
■ Sirhan used to talk of 

' going back to Jordan 
.somsdayl Townsend says, 
-and "he gave me the 
.impressum that when he 
• got back to Joidlan he'd be 
somebody big—a prince or 

.something. Hi used to talk 
■ about.going back to. help 
i.his pvqpie.’!. . ," '„?T7frir

U„Throughout, hi^yenthe 
■ time in high tchotll, Town--', 
, tvnd says, he cannot recall, 
'a single girl Sirhan ever; 
,dated ..or . vxpretsed an 
lnieetst in, with one pos- ’ 
s^e exception. However, 
this girl, when inter-' 
viewed, said she not only 

, never, had dated Sirhan 
, but could not recall him at 
all. • . .■ /

Mideast History
A girl in Sirhan's history 

class recalls t.hat that was 
one of his better subjects 
and that he often used to 
come to class early or stay । 
late to. talk to the history 
teacher, Darwin Russell. 
Sirhan's card at the Pa­
sadena P^bHc Libllly 
bears out this observation; 
almost all of the books he 
checked out dealt with the, 
MWclk East;.

William Spaniard, now 
in Saigon,- recalls that 
Sirhan was "a taciturn in-, 
dividual who didn't say 
very much: friendly real­
ly plsasantl but hard to 
get to know-. Hi was

. briliiant. Hi was studying 
' Russian when ’ vvsryonv: 
else was barely getting by 
in Spanish and English."

Swedish foreign ex­
change student Christum .

I Ek—now in Stockhohn— 
says Sirhan "dreamed of I 

l being something big in 
>• Jordan after his studies in ’ 
the UnUed Staees. He was 
a calm, wsll-mnnverdd' 
boy, nothing evil about 
him." But Robert Chasse,' 
now of Glendale, remem­
bers him as "so quiet and 
such a weirdhe that at . 
atsvmblits he, wouldn't 
.stand for the • National ; 
Antoem," , . 1

Still another 'classmaee, I 
now in Mexico City, says. i 
Sir-han was "always so shy'' 
you hardly knew, he .was . 
there/hv sat in the back i
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f of-the/class, never saying1;- 

> muchot’anythnig.".'-'-" ■. 

;['iWhen Sir-han,, did say 
5 anything, others recall,1 it;
i; was almost, always on’the ' 
* subject'-of politiss', civil-;“subject - of polttiss, civil". - camp. That was thie extent 
rights or, most often, the j ’of his outward illvolve-

-.Middee East. Then, they , ment with her-. • ' -
say, hie woudd become 
impassioned and make bit- 

■ terly anti-Zinnist state­
; mentis. ’ ' 1 
T-Because of his. lack of
; stature,.; Sirhan was not i 
; good.at sports and dislkeed ’[ 
- physical' education classes, ■ 
^ so he switched 'to R.O.T.C.
He also•war. a member of 
thejunior and senior class'
council at John Muir, and _________________  
is /remembered ;by John . college,- hie also attended

• McGrain, president of the meetings of the Organiza- 
councit, as a likable fellow tlon .of Arab Students, a
who seemed left out.

• In thie fall of 1963, Sir-han 
'went on to Pasadena City 
College, a two-year insttUu- ■ 
tion ittai fell short of his ' 

- dream of a college career.
His grades continued to be _ 
above aveaage. .
’ His social lffe continued 
to be' almost nonisxistentl 
consisting mainly .of occa­
sional cups of coffee with 
students, at ■ a . hamburger 

| place across from the cam- (
pus. ' .

’ Occasionally Adel, now- ;
I 30. w-oud take Sirhan 

■ with him to the- Fez, 
where Sirhan would play 

.the tamboura, a.kind of 
„ drum. But these visits 

were infrequent, since Sir- 
■ han didn't date and his , 
mother disapproved! of 
lughCcIurs. ■ ... j

■ There were only two (
• ' fleeting encount.ers with i 

■ giris at this period!. At
- PCC he became intereseed I 
in a girl named Gwendo-

‘ lyn Gum and phoned her a ] 
• ’ few times for dates, but 

she was always busy.- At
; one school carnival . hie

. ' sought to inpoeess Gwen­
dolyn, who was running , - • , , .

a-bcoth, by bUytag $10 ' tJhe advce of a teacher, he 
worth of votes from her at dropped out of rchool, 

' a penny a vote. Nothing Once the fairest hopee of 
. happened. She never datz-^ famili', he.now was not „ 
, eaptpmae“.,.,. - ,, -j, - even qualfieed to continue.

— his’ education at an upper f 
’ ' divislon• university!-:^,.;

‘ a penny a vote., Nothing

—!—“ Names' in Diary ■ -^ 
;., On ' another occasoon, 
'when he and others were 
in Newport Beach, Sirhan 
bought a soft drink, for a 
girl named Peggy Oster-

;• Inward^,. Sirhan 
evident^ fantaseed the^ 
encounters as hopeful 

j signs. He was in the habit 
; of keeping an informal

diary, and both girls’ 
names are written in it, 
with names of other 
people Sir han either 
'wished or imaglIeld were 
his friends. ’

From his late teens into

loosely organized group 
whoee status flucUuated 
from bUrgeomng to de-
funct, largely in response
to this changing
asms of its student mem- 
bershii). The group in 
Pasadena now is disband.- 
ed. . " ■ ‘ '

Sam Farraj, a Jordanian 
—now a medical lab tech- 
nicam living in Arcadli— 
has known the ■ Sirhan 
family for many years. He 
knew Saidallah in Jerusa­
lem and was once a close
friend .of SharfS. Sirhan, . As a first step, Siriian 
Adel and Sharif used to 1 got a. siate lcense as an 

exercsee boy and a -"hotattend OAS meetings, Far- , 
raj says, and he recalls 
that Sirhan was an ardent
natoonantt,- extremey- an. 
t| - Zionist but not,
stresses, .anti-Jewish.- (' near Corona in the sum-

At some point in late* mer of 1966. But in Sep- '
1964 or eardy 1965, Sirhan's !‘embsl, he fell from a 

r r j i horse and landed on his ,dreams of education and a : head
profession began to fade Sirhian ' was '"generally ’
and his studies took a [banged up" from thie fall, 
sharp turn for thie worse. one doctor said, and was 
By the end of’his •rscoonliu*orPK^ '

' y . Olrervation. At t.hat time,,year at PCC hie wasTlunk- ' —----- --------------—-------- m——
ing every subject, and on ,

TWhat ixlggesd Wwe#1 
;cipitous change, in the; 
"grades •.that ,had .always';; 
meant so much to him is; 
not known. During this’ ; 

i time . Ayda’s iHness was"; 
1 waning, her-Iffe,'-and m . 

■ March of 1965 she, died., j 
I Perhaps the loss of his 
1 strong-willed, self-suffk , 
'ctsnS sister was more than _ 
jhe could withsaand. But 
perhaps not:, for emotional ; 

■bonds among the Sirhan _ 
family were never f the. ’ 

• subject of outside discus­
sion. From’ this time on,- 
jhowevet, Sirhan was no ’ 
;longer thie serious, scbo- 
i larlyboy. ■

For a while he worked at 
filling siatlons, but then 
another plan came to him. 
He had long been fond of ' 
horse racing, often spend­
ing afternoons at Santa

■ Anita, where he woudd bet
, . i freely, somstimss losing 
enthusi- ’every nicket, sometimes 

• ’ winning heavier.
So he decided to become ’ 

a jockey. He. had always ’ 
I been poor in sports, but as"' 
। a jockey his lack, of size 
,would be an advantage. 
I Perhaps it crossed his 
Imirid that successful jock­
' eys were not made to feel 
unmanly, hew ever small - 
they were.

walksr"—nee who walls 
hosees around to cool 
them down after a work-

- । out,. He took a job at the 
heji Granja Vista del Rio r-anch 

• near Comna in the sum-
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Jno Imajoiri injury wasnot- * Whether' or' not Sirhan ’ "I think he wa(a man of 
I'ed/buTSirhan soon com- incurred some barely de- revotf"0 says Weidner.' "He
‘plained of impaired eye- ^M1 but. nonethek’s wa’ a kind of anarch’t
• ;p.j - affectvve brain damage is against society, against
ig“^ane ,inslstee upon the subject of much specu-, law and order, againstgffurtlrnr treatment. 11 lation today. A defense
0 An ophiha^moiogitt exa- attorney has indicated thm 
mined Sirhan in Novem- possibility will be exhaus- 
;her and December, after tively probed. . 
, Sirhan had complained of For several months after 
,pain,and blurred vision, "
ibut tesis showed nothing

those who_possess.

leaving the ranch, Sirhan 
didn't work. Finally Mary 
appealed on Ns behalf to 
John Weidner, owner of a 
Pasadena health food

wrong wit;h Sirhan's eyes. 
'When the doctor refused 
to write a .letter confirm­

Against those who have 
more than he has and are 
more successful in life." 
He says that when they 
discussed civil rights and 
facial disorder, Sir han 
would say, "In America, 
freedom does not exist. I

• nagree, with the vioeence."ring the alleged eye injury, shop, and in late 1967,
-te ’aid Sirhan threatened Weidner gave Sirhan a job ‘ . AtncKtK .Vkws \ •

I as stock and delivery boy ' Sirhan als>o expreseed 
1 at $2 an hour. ’dislike for wealthy peopee,

Weidner found hs new ’aid Weidner, and "a real 
H . . . , k ^hatred for Jews, He said
employe brighf, pleasant 'the Jewish people were 
and witty, eager to peeas^ " - - - - - -

' him. '■ •
In July of 1967. no longer 

atthe ranch, Sirhan fled a 
disability claim for 
workmen's compensation. 
The insurance firm, rather 
than dispute the claim, 

■ settled out of court for 
$2,000. In February, 19GS, 
after paying medical and 
legal fees, Sirlian had a 
nest egg of $1,700—and no 

,further hope of being a 
"jockey, ■ . ■ ' ’ •
•• Sirhan’s fall is reminis­
cent of Sharif's 1963 auto 
accident, in light of the 
fact ^at .Mary has_stnce 
said Sir It tin’ behavior 
changed after the fall. "He

and so honest that he soon 
truseed Sirhan to make 
bank deposits. .

But he also found him 
quick to resent what he 
construed as crLticism of 
his work. "He was a proud 
1 man with a good opinion 
of himseff." says Weidner, 
adding that Sirhan visibly 

- resented authority.
Weidner's wfee, Naomi,

rich and had taken his 
country, so he was very 
angry against them."

When Weidner said Sir­
han should try to forgive 
tnjusiier, Sirhan an- 
sweeed, "I would like t.o be 
like you but I cannot;."

And once, in a discussion 
of religion, Sirhan told 
Weidner, "There is no 
God. You see in Israel 
what happens to the Arab. 
There is no God. How can

adds "He had a lot of you have a God?
;didn't seem to be hurt too ' pride, a lot of arrogance. Sirhan at ths point had 
' ’ ' ..... wi wen always careful begun to explore theoso-'bad, I mean physically," 
she said. "But he. changed

3

"He was a clever 
boy —very quick — 
but unstable and 
very unhappy . . .”

how we gave him an.phv and somehow became 
order. If you gave him an attraceed to the Rosicruci- 
order he didn't like he '
became very resentfuL" ’

Weidner, a Dutch World
War II veteran who 
worked in the under­
ground saving Jews from 
the Nazis, took a more 
than routine ineerest in
the nationai’stic young 

. ......... ..... 7" | immigrant, and when
somehow. After that ac- bu’in e ’ ’ was ’low. he 
Cteent, we seemed not would lead Strhan_lnto 
so close any more. I couleS ^conversation. , . ..,
n'Levenj get through to ' 
him when we i:allied,"



' ans’- tor Ancient Mytt!Califs^^^ 1968x a month'
yOrder’orthe Rosae Crucis, £ «t Kim walk^"1CrtgehtcnlLtit “’i^^ •

n.^.r 2 ‘I saw him walK (claim, Sirhan and the
-wNch.sello .mall-orier ^gV-airtf ooCHe.-Weidnere fell out. There4 
. collocos which purport to S - ;< ;ahpeaiKA^as a .dispute about some” 
help one undock the psych-hs^d t' was became order w.Mnw •
icpowers of the m.ind. He £his. father h.ad beat Sirhan

Weidner gave him. '
insisted he had ’

also corresponded with a, 
mystically inclined man in! 
Napa—whoee identity and 
whereabouts are presently 
unknown—wbo confided 
to some theosophsst' 
friends after t.he Kennedy, 
astaSshtation that the tone 
of;'Sirhan’"letters had 
caused him to be fearful 
months before t,hat Sir- 
han’ mental health was 
perhaps endangered as a 
result of umnoormed dab­
bling with mystical con- 
ccptsl - ; .
; MyoticSrln aoiite, Sirhan 
evidently had not repud--’ 
ated conventional religion 
as thorough!y as his brash­
arguments with Weidner 
woudd indicaee. In his jail 
cell he still prays’to the 
Christian' God with his 
mother. / ■ 

■ ■Adding fuel to his ar- 
gumenss with Weidner 
was the still-recent six-day

’ and th nt ho been called a liar. Weidner 
. anu t,uat he indeed he meant no such ' 

took a piece of iron,, thing and iatterppted to 
heated it on the pa.tchkup, even going to 

. ; , ! Snhian's home to talk it;
stove and put it on I over. Sirhan was adamant .

him

the boy’s heel ’ 1 and.quithis job. '' ' 'J 
Soon after, he filed a 

^ claim for severance before 
“ the Labor-Relations':

equated the Jews' victory Board, but he . tost the 
with the Nazi’s' .treatment ^la™- „
of Jews ■ and demanded:1 Meanwhle^ he was still. 
"You think the Jews can't the model neighbor youth, ;
;     ’ dropping:m on Mrs. Olive
Mrs. Weidner also talked Blakeslee for games rn ■

- Chmoce checkers, talking
be cruel, too?"

with Sirhan, and she re­
call’ one particularly me­
morable story. "I'm going

with Mrs. Martin Pulite • 
about how ' to ■ plant' a ''

to tell you something I've ■ gaEdenfor'h’ “ohv or 
-- g visiting with Linda Mass-

X1U > VmX bU!U aujoniej ^lot ’ , 1 _._„X»___  _ f
even my parents," she'?’.'^l‘Tg?1 fee lamily 

■ -y -p ’ hnand, about rcllgMtlr, psy­
chology and books. • ' '

never told anyone,

quotes Sirhan as saying. 
"When I was small, I saw 
an. Israeli soldier cut off 
the. breasts of an Arab 
woman.’1

■, . No Evidence

"We used to talk about 
Freud," says Mrs. Massri,, 
herself American-born but 
.of Syrian parentage.

...---------------- , , "We'd talk about the pty-
which Israel sb T'hiere is no evidence Ichdlogfcal motivations, for ’Watedhta Arab ad- '"5'he ever did Ml this lpaWyiith0.yt^^ Sir-, 

vEsEEl S.irhan fp-Snypne cloe?yIt0 if'aiso wriW a-pcroon'o minia> 

iiiuiL —J ——1 i.:„»interesting to note that of ’ ' •
the several atr'oettiss' Bith-
ara said his son. witnessed, 
this one was not among 
them.. ■ ' . ''‘Z’tt



Jy^She.™ especially closeL§ puRceed around the1 ■, Met Acqyarnaante - - h 
. toStrha^i', she says;. "He house, read the .newspa. • Then he drifted ovet?to
iwas like a little brotherto pers regularly, ■,foliowed Bob's Big Boy hamburger .

" I don't know where the con^nting! ferment in stand, next to PCC, where 
the ’ renorts of ^irhnn'^ the ^d^e East and wais 'he met a casual acquain- ‘ tX/epu Zf h^ iheIesed to the accent-fctan^ also an Atab,

.violent hatred toward the ing political campaign ‘ named Gaymoard Mistri. * 
'Isratli- came from. He here. In late April the two ; After .talking for a while ■ 
;never discussed such feel- inttItes-s converged, in a fthey wadked over tor-the 1 
ings with me as long as I ^bliticnl column in whi^ nre mfOf»..;n ..ao^^dv r 
knew him. I could see all

. me

the nice things in his, 
; character. He was especi­
ally good to his mother; he 
was always with her. He 
was a weli-educat«l and 
weli-behaved boy, an in- 
tenectual."

political column in which , PCC cafeteria, where' they f 
Sen. Kennedy was criti- i met three more of Sirhan's 1 
cized tor his supports the .'slight acquainaanres, Ab- 
Israeli cause;. Sirhan cut (dul Jabira ■ Malki, Marouf 
out the column and put it ‘ Badran and Anour Saigh. 
in his wraUet. ■ ■ ■ None of the four knew

' Sirhain well enough to 
sehse his real frame of 
mind—for no one had ever 

! known him well—but' he 
seemed, they said, to be in 
a good mioodl. They chatted 
desultorily about nothing 

’ special until about 7:15, 
when the others had to 
excuse themselves and go

The Fatal Day
He also jotted down his

own political thought, we 
,.And htithtr did Sn'hein , are told, in a couple of 

■ ever discuss his father . ■ ■ • .-pi
'WJh..Mr^Ma-S*shesays’ anr! -rsrae 
but after the assassination ; thmi«hk —

. she wonderedl at some g

■ stenographic notebooks— 
anii-raraeli, pro-Arab

and sometime

। met three more of Sirhan's

(dul Jabu-a Malki, Marouf

length a-out his feelings 
toward Bishara. On the 
day of the shooting,, a 
badly shaken SaidaUah 
.came to see her, she says, 
and told her, "My father 

. was a second Hitter." ’
- . Failed in Hopes

As the summer of 1968 
drew near, Sirhan had 
little to look forward to. 

, He had flailed to achieve 
' h.is hopes through‘educa- 
tion, his dream of becom-

about the middee of May, 
the notation that Kennedy 
must die before June 5. + „ -

Omthemormmgof Tues- : :o^;eanh^W3GSa casual 
-aSlrJaheloiiitrtliitliarnnad : g0°d night and strohed off 
-Siidian lounged areund , irLto the early evening 

toward his car. •
The poUs would be clos­

ing soon, the voting would 
be over1. All but his. It was.

the house for most of . the 
morning. He was at home 
when his mother left for 
work at 8 a.m. and he was 
still there around noon.

By early afternoon he.

■ ing a jockey .had turned 
into a bitter joke, and ever—c__£ _ 
jobs that he had felt about 5 pm

time he was getting to the 
was'at the pistol range of - Anlba--ador;. .^TTh
the San Gabriel Valley’ ■ ~
Gun Club, where he prac­
ticed rapid firing of sever-- •
a hyndeed rounds until

beneath him had faUen by 
the wayside;. ■ I
\ All he had left was the
remainder of his disability' 

; claim, which he had given'' 
jto hits mother.- for safeSteep-; 
* ing, and for .which he had < 
to argue every time he . 
waneed .money," because- 
:shefared he woyld waste !



^ tn^aSTTpr^ ab0111 JhoJ™e the eaves were budding? a m
< to ^t,that recurrent, highest promise of the'American drniTHe''
■J decided to run for President. -' " dTa He *

Robert F^cs Kennedy was forume’s darling, some said. Son of 
mnefAmme> ej we^hys famiIies, influential senator, brother to a 

- m^wR Preset a?d> as thc martyr took on the lineaments of 
» foi heir to an incomparably rich political legacy of goodwill
■ an^Fympafly’iHerw88 the new exponent of the legendary Kennedy m^que®’ "ieait8ms ’new standard-bearer, the new chamyion of 2

WNoWit thew^ is no "ewer, and those same leaves havelong since falkn on a hillside in Virgmia, skittering drily across the' 
he^hNBobe^ Francis Kenney Alongside the brother whose dreams 
fTeS a"d f™”}'v!iose torch he took his fire, Robert Kennedy also 
!eCSfelthe.^i,y that?™ Cam" to both. The season advance^ the

‘ wo™’ooHs’ the people have selected another, not Kenneay. '
And i" the night, when the1 wind blows across the Potomac River

’ a^pthe feal.erv Ad"1^011 hillside of the dead, Robert's grave is lit 
. by thefitful Aicher of the eternal flame that buns above John,, but 
" shares the light. K / <

One ma" deaded tha Robert F Kennedy should not be President 
'ofthe U"ittcd .Stae63* The voters who might have elected him were 
e^f "SsCC? by a gu"‘ Hopes were pinned elsewhere or abandoned, 
MacSS^ "ew ones "”Ml1 because oa one

ThC!.eltsessiv\ne“cs Sirha" Bishara Sirha", and though he hes 
■ JoC^S iVn0!:ef’t’ that he shot Kennedy is beyond dispute; he was - 

finished shootnig. What is pertinent, and what thc 
ycfensc wdl hinge upon, Jus attorney says, is "Why Cid hr do it? Is 
^responsible?" , , . ; ,

■z.ThesC-questions may one day be answered, hopefully at Sirhan's 
bi“ch opens TuiC-sCay. It WouH- bc socially profitable for us to know*■ ., . - •



HS NAME MEANS 'WANDERER'—He was injured in the war be­
tween this Arabs and Israels in 1948, his father says of Sirhan Sirhan, 
not physically, but "woundings, sufferings in his head and heart.' 
L_pJ.-.. ' . Jjmtiphoto



/ 6

THE PATRIARCH—Bishara Sirhan, 
head of his family, states in hi 
village near Jerusalem that son 
Sirhan^syfererd traumatic experi­
ences in Arab-Israeli war in 1948.

m Shots



A MOTHERS TEARS—-Mrs. Mary Sirhan, weeping 
in the arms of a neighbor, Mrs. Clarence C. Robinson, 
believed, that her son Sirhan was the most promising 
other children. M^s. Sirhan attempted to keep her 
family Together despite a divorce from herhusband.



*-
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AT ARRAIGNMENT—SirHon B. Sirhan is taken by 
officers into court for arraignment hours aft-er the 
shooting of Sen. Rctart F. Kennedy at Ambassador. ;

Timi:s tiwl? I
'*—'—*_: . . \ ■f ■ ^ I
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By JOHN DOUGLAS
. . ' , ' ■' Hsra|c^Examfs^r Staff Writer ' ■

Sirhau Bishara Sirhan, 24, goes on trial for murder 
today in a historic case which conceivably could cost 
him his life, send him to a mental institution, or see 
him go free. _ 

The charge is that he kt 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in 
Ambassador Hotel kitchen early 
on the morning of June 5, 1968.

. Sirhan’s will be the first ma­
jor political assassination trial 
in this country since Leon Czol- 
gosz was tried for the murder of 
President William McKinley in 
Erie County Court .at'Buffato, 
N.Y'., in 1902!. .

Defense counsel are Grant B. 
Cooper, widely known criminal 
lawyer; Russell E. Parsons, 
veteran criminal and appeals

A-1 Hs^ald-Ex^miner
Los Angeles, Calif.

his 1956 dsfsuie of Marine Sgt. • 
Matthew McKeon in the Camp 
Lejeune “death march" case.

,Opposing this trio is a team 
mom the office' of Dist. Atty. 
EveHe J. Younger l.ed by Chief 
Dep. Dist. Atty. .-Lynn Compton.' 
Backstoppin« Compton are Dep. 
Dist. Attyis. David N. Fitts and 
John Howard. , -'

First order of business or-' 
dered. for’ toda^' by Superior

la^Eyer^jmd New York attorney Court Judge Herbert V. Walker, 
Emile Zola Berman, known for who will presHe, is submi^on 

of a number of defense moHons.

Cooper and Parsons delivered 
these to Judge Walker at a pre­

' trial conference yesterday, but 
. the dscision of that conference 

■ was that no motion in the trial
should■bs submitted or argued 
except, in open court, c------ t_j
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■ it is, understood .that in, ope not, a court.attache said yester- 
of the motions the defense seeks: day;’ . „ ,
copies of the statements .taken ' 5
by the prosecution'from its list-, He said that no special provi­

sions for selection of the Sichau 
jurors had been made. They 
.wil be selected from the coun­
ty's regular jury pooh

Panels of 25 prospective ju­
rors each will be drawn and 
taken to d waiting 'room in'the 
old Hal1 of Records, then trans-

ed preliminary.witnesses. That 
list was furnished Parsons last 
Oct. 22. .
; In order for security to be 
mandamed over Sirhan, the 
conference was held in the tem­
porary 13th floor Hall-of Justice 
courtroom in which nearly all ferred to the courtroom when 
prelimnaaeies in the case have they are needed. '
been handled; Today’s case will . ■open in Dept, no7-^ eighth-L^s’^

I floor courtroom in the Hall of w- folo.„ guhs.^hre6 weeks’ 
JHce which hnS been armo} ^enee motions* ’ n ' “

.Once-the jury is selected, it 
will be ‘Siqueeteee<:r-1rckked

New™™ = t rupforUie eurntie^erFthe■tr.ial. ■
-.sm^ and spectators en- ’ ••

tering the crurtIroom will be
CaSifU|1y_eenrchid before enteI^- .
iLngZ.but prospectum jurors wil

within a seci L i 
5r the younU

pl ated and sealed
■ rify perimeter for 
JoniMian’s trial.



--HoraW-Eaominer photo

COURT’ CLERK ALICE NISHIKAWA EYES HIDDEN TV CAMERA 
It will survey Sirhan trial from position in air conditioner (arrow).



TELEVISION MONITORS IN OVERFLOWPRSSSROOWW1LL AID IN TRIAL COVERAGE 
Closed-circuit network has been set up in the Hall of Justice Building.



-Hwiia-ES’.TSifwr photo
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE HERBERT WALKER 

He presides at trial of Sirhan B. Sito—*
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Until Today After Brief Session
- • bytD=™ ^^^J^Sgrd'

• ■ jury investigation arising from the 
The long-postponed trial of SirhanlFi^ Club card-hhaating case, 

Bisliava Sirhan began in a heavily would seek a fourth continuance of 
guarded Hall of Justice courtroom Sirhan's trail, on grounds that the 
Tuesday and proeeeddd briefly be- publicity iovolviog himself might be 
fore defence maneuvers delayed it.prejudicial to Sirhan's right to a fair 

. again. _ • . trial.. • - '
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker Two minutes after Judge Walker 

took the bench at 9:40 a.m. and took the bench Cooper asked for a 
formally' opened the case of the closed session in the judges cham- 
People vs. Sir-han, the slight youthbers to consider a motion which, 
charged with-the murder of Robert. Cooper said, "would only complicate 
F. Kennedy, ' ’ ।matters" if introliused in open court.

But immedaately one of Sirhan's' Judge Walker,' Sir-han and attor- 
attorneys asked that a closed session neys for the defense and prosecution 
be held in Judge Walker's chambers withdrew to chamber's for more than 
to dSscuss a motion neither the court an hour. Cooper intTodueed his four 
nor attorneys wouM describe to,.' . ..--.----v-rlf ■
newsmen—although there were re-legal eoyoos upooJhslt. re^ppe^k 
ports it was a request for yet ^Se at I1!6 Tie aeaSlon waS
another po^ponernent in the cele- adjourned shortly afterwadd. .
hinted case. • But in a corridor news conference

After an hour in chambers, four fer adjournment, Cooper was 
motions were tnioodceid in court. askel to commsot', on speculation 
The argument on motions was con- that he might. seek a c^tinuance 
tinned until the ti-ial resumes ths because of hs mvovvensnt w11the 
afternoon. federal grand jury. ■

Deeense attorney Grant B. Cooper 
made the four motions, two of winch 
were denied. . ’ ■

Two Motions Set for Today
.Today's session will take up a 

defense motion, to set aside Str-han's 
plea of not guilty, then to a motion 
to set aside the indictmont.

The lirr- motion is- a legal tech­
nicality; an indictment cannot be 
quashed while a plea stands. After 
a-plea is withdrawn, if another 1o- 
lictmeot!,ir returned, theoriainal 
plea may be re-entered. “

■ "Pm not allowed -o comment on 
aoythioa that was .dr5cusred in 
chamberr," Cooper said, thus indi­
cating that the topcc was at least 
drscuredd. . ■

Reason I01dicaled for Rejection
It would also indicate that Judge 

Walker rejected a continuance on 
those grounds, rloce the. four mo- 
tOons Cooper intoodueed. in court did 
not touch on ■ the Friars , Club 
investigatfon. ‘ .
- Of the four, Judge Walker denied 
Cooper^ motion.to impanel, two 

■ jurisr-ons -o eecide the question of 
guilt ot innocence,, the other to set a 

penalty if Sirhan is found guiily— 
and a motion that prospective jurors 
be given written questions -o an- 
swet as a time-saving device luring 
jury selection. ■.
- Cooper sail he and his two 
arrouiatrs in the Sirhan defenee, 
Ritrsell. F. ParsoSs, 69. aodNetv 
Yotk'atloniey Emile Zda Berman,
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65, would seek to quash’the first^ 
degresTmarder indictment by attack­
ing the system by which grand jut- 
ies and petit juries are selecttecl.

Parsons, after adjournment, said 
the defenee teams feel the gland 
jury that indicted Sirhan last June 6 
"was not a propter cross-section." 
Parsons said such juries frequently 
exclude; women, minority group 
mmters and people of various 
proeessions. .

Grand juries are selected after 
nomination by Superior Court judg­
es, wMte petit juries are seleceed 
from lists of voters. A

14 Women on Jury '
(The 23-member County Grand 

Jury that, mdtoed Sirhan contained 
14 womm—believed to be the most 
svtr on an LA. County Grand 
Jury.)

Chfef Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn. D. 
Compton objected to Cooper's mo- 
't.1™’^ name two juries, contending 
that California law did not ineend, 
though.it dotn allow, separate juries 
for the trial and penalty phases.

Compton said it would be "very 
prematuee and improper to an­
nounce now that there will be two 
juries," but if that becomes warrant­
ed during the course of Sirhan's 
trial, ."the court, at its own discre­
tion, can do so later." . 1

Cooper countered that "the law is 
a livmg, growing thing. The law 
yesterday is no longer the law 
.today." .

Judge Walkm’ denied the motion, 
but said he woukl entertam its 
reintroducCon later as circumsian- 
ces warrant.

In argumg for the submission of 
written questions for prospective 
jurors, Cooper said it wouidd save 
tme in what wouM otherwise,, he 
entimlaelt| take as long as six weeks 
for jury selection. . . ,

• ~ Question of Consultations
But. Judge Walker denied this 

■ motion, saying "we have no r-eal 
I experience to go by in this state, 
‘ particularly in this court"" rtgarding 
this procedure. He added that if 
jurors wore given written questions, 
there c°uld be some consultations" 

about how to answer.. ’
Compton said the prosecution 

team-t.mctdding Dep. Dist. Attor-; 
neys John E. Howard and David N. 
Fitts—was ready to argue Coopts .­
motion to set aside the plea, "in the ;’ 
morning or this afternoon, if neccs-' 
sary." ,

Cooper requested, however, that ’ 
the trial be recessed till 2 p.rn. today I 

becauee I have other commit- ' 
ments." ?

Judge Walker, smiling broadly, ’ 
granted the request.

Cooper appeared in federal court 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, where he was or­
dered to answer questions by the 
federal grand jury. .

- Sat Close to Parsons • *
Throughout ths brief proceedmgs, 

Sirhan, clad in a ^w blue-gray suit,: 
remained silent. He sat close to Par­
sons, first attorney to enter the de­
fense, and gazed nervously at the 
publcc area, of the 75-seat court­
room.

The seats were divided about 
evenly between security offccere and 
newsmen, with only five members 
of the general public admitted after 
ths trial began. • ;

In two seats in the back row sat 
the defendants mother, Mrs. Mary 
Sir-han, 55, of Pasadena, and Munir 
(Joe) Sirhan, 21, the only one of 
Shhan’s four brothers in this area to.', 
attend the first day of triah ;



TRIAL BEGINS—Sirhan Bishcra Sirhan is escorted 
by a derense attorney, Russell E. Parsons, on arrival

at courtroom in the Hall of Justice for the start 
of his trial in the slaying of Robert F.‘Kennedy.

W photo



IMDEiD —Sirhan Bishai-a Sirhan, ringed by deputy sheriffs, is handed



MOTHER ARRIVES-Mrs. Mary Simon, 55, of Pasadena, is escorted to the 
courTroam by another son, Munir (Joe) Sir-han, 21. They had seats in back tow. -

Times photos by John Malmin ■





■ PROSECUTION — Chief Dep. Dist. Atty, Lynn D. Compton, with pipe, and Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard arriving.



ri DEFENSE — Attorneys Grant B. Cooper-, on left-, with one of his two associates in triaf, Emile Zola Berman of New York.
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R Strhan' Lawyers" Sektm

That indictment charges him 

wtth murder tn the slaying of 
Sen, Kennedy: early the mrarnnig 

of June 5, 1968, tn a kttcheii off 
the Ambassador Hotel's Embss- 
sy Room. '"

Cooper has made tt clear’ that 
the reason he wants the plea set 

■ aside ts.to'lay the‘groundwork 
for an'attack agatnst the, 1968 
Los.'Angeles County Grand 
Jury, and California’s Grand 
Jury sflectio>n system tn gener- 
?L . ; . - ■

The system has been attacked 
before, and at the level of the 
State Supreme Court the attacks 
have been unsuccessful. Howerr 
er, Cooper potnts out .that the 
attack agatnst the system ts 
beinn carried to the U.S. Su­
preme Court, ‘ .

Cooper has assaUfe’selection 
of t.he 1968 Grand Jury on the 
grounds that the system’wWch 
permi's judges to oomioate 
Grand Jury candidates, who are 
then chosen by a spto of the 
wheel, ilhfrfltly excludes 
‘‘members .of some >■mtooriiy;

. By JOHN DOUGLAS 
। ’ Hirald-Examlncr staff Writer

- Efforts by defenee lavyess to 
make precedent-setting ■ law. in 
.Califorma today delayed selec­
tion of a jury tn the .murder 
trial 'of 'Strhan Bishara Strlian, 
24, accused as the slayer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. • • •

Chief defenee council Grant 
B. Cooper has indicaeed t.hrt 
testimony he wants to 11^1^ 
tn support of.one of his legal 
maneuvers will be lengthy. At 
one point tn yesterday's pro­
ceeding; he sunneeseed a 30-day 
delay tn the trial to tron out 
legal points. / /

Coopers suggestion, /'which 
never reached the formal mo­
tion stage, was,.brushed astde 
by Superior Court 'Judge Her-- 
bert V. Walter, prfseilng over 
the .trad. • 
•. Arguments today' centfrfe 
around attempts by Cooper to 
get Judge Walker to ‘set astde” 
Strhan's plea' of “not gutlty” .to 
the lndict^fent returned against 
him„byJLhf County Grand Jury 
June 7. 1968., - .

groups and persons of some 
national background”

The legal concept of ‘-‘timfti- 
oerr‘’ could mitigate agaiost 
Cooper’s move to withdraw the 
“not guilty”-plea, even though 
withdrawal of the plea ts but a. 
technical maneuver. The con­
cepts ratoonaee ts that there 
was a prosper time and place for 
Cooper’s argument, and that tt 
may not have been made.

The.chief defense couorfl’Sj 
answer to that ts: “I wasuT tn' 
the case then.” ■ - •

(Cooper jonned eefel'fe attor­
ney Russell E. Parsons tn the 
Str-han case lrri month after 
cooclurion of the- Friar’s Club 
card cheating tratl. (The thtrd| 
defense lawyer, Emtle Zola Ber-i 
man of New York, joined his 
colleaguer even lrtfr.) ’ . j

In yesteidaiy's proceedings 
Cooper lost two of hts moves., ;

He failed: "
o To get Judge Walker to’ 

agree to two juries tn the case—: 
one to hear the evtdeocf, the 
other to set the pen'altyTshould

(Iodicrte page, name of 
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there be a first degree murder 
conviction? ' ' •
. o To get the jurist to assent 
to written, instead of oral, ex- 
aminatioii of- prospective jurors.

- Chief Deputy District Attor- 
- ney Lynn Compton, wlm heads 
the prosecution, opposed both 
'moves. Walker rejeceed the two- 
jury .request out of hand, and 
denied the plea for written ex­
aminations on the grounds that 
the jur-y prospects-might act in 
collusion in filling-out written 
’questionnaires. .
b At a post resslori news confer­
ence yesterday Cooper wa- 
firmed speculation that the Sir- 
.han defense will be based on 
legal and prychological
grounds. • . .
i He said:. .
•' "The defense will not deny 
Simian shot Kennedy. A lot of 
people saw him, •

“The defenee will be along 
other lines.’’ ‘ . .
• Motions introduced at yester­
day's session indicated these 
other grounds: -

o An attack on Caltforitaa’s 
petit' (trial) jury'system be- 
auriS^lr>ltomatically excusss

members of cei-tam-professions' 
from jury services " ~ “

o Another attempt to om-- 
throw the system which allows 
the same jury to decide guilt or . 
tnnoceocs in a. first degree mur: 
der case, and then to deliberaee 
again as to what penalty the ' 
defendant shall suffer.' •

The defenee maintains the law 
which permit automatic excus- ’ 
ing of lawyers, physicaans, 
teachers and nurses from jury 
duty, deoter “whoee classes of ' 
people” to a defendant as jurors 
in his trial. - • '
• The so-called penalty jury. ' 
system Cooper mainaaiss. is ., 
“clsarly unconstitutiona“.” Al-. . 
though he denied t:hir plea yes-‘ " 
terday. Judge Walker made it ■ 
clear he- did not forecos>e the 
defeors from putting it forth a \ 
second time. , ' i

Finally, it is clear that,the ■; 

defenee has not abandoned, but ... , 
on the contrary continues' to , 
work to develop,. dewiness of / 
“dmtinlsSdd capacHy” aimed at 
showing that Orhans reasoning 
faculties may have been im- 1 
paired at the time Kennedy was ,". 
shot. . • - . -



SIRHANS MOTHER, BROTHER LEAVE COURT
MaryTMunir Sirhan attended opening day oftiTar
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BY ROBERT RAWITCH ’
Times Staff Writer

(Ineicatz page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Security precautions at the Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan trial Tuesday' 
leached the point where deputy 
sheriffs were searching each other 
before entering an auxiliary court­
room where the proceedings were 
shown on closed circuit televfsion to 
newsmen. • ■ J /

The newsmen were astounded by ■ 
the extraordinay security precau- 
toons in a room four floors below ■ 
where the trial was taking place on 
the eighth, floor of 'the Hall of 
Justice. ' 
CA Sheriff's .Department spokesman 

said the practcce of deputies search­
ing each other was a part of the 
"total.security" program for the trial' 
to- assume that no unauthorized 
weapons, cameras, or recording 
devices ‘were brought into restricted 
areas. \ i ' 
■ "If anything should ’happen, we 
want to make sure none of our men 
are responsible for smuggling any-. 
thing in and giving it to a specaa- 
tor," the spokesman said!. .

^'/Newsmen ASso Searched _ . 
J About' 40 newsmen were thor­

oughly-searched for hidden, record­
ing equipment or cameras ■ before ’ 
being allowed to enter the specially 
.equipped room with its three closed 
circuit •tzlevfsion receivers. The 
room is being used to accommodate 
the- overflow of newsmen who 
cannot , get in the relatively small 
courtroom. , ' '
;Forty more newsmen were admi--' 

tedl to the eighth-floor coulllooom 
while televfsion camzlamzn and 
photogaaphess waited! in Ure tehs.
;Newsmen without rpzctal creden­

tials were not even admitted to the 
auxiliary room. ‘ '

■ Those entering the courtooom 
were aearehed even more thorough­
ly; Men were searched in a hallway 
and.checked for concealed-weapons

’ with a metal detector,' while the 
women were taken into- a separate 
room and searched by female depu­
ties. ' \

No one was allowed to leav:e or 
enter the iourIoOtm• once, the 
proceedings started.
.. By Superior ' Judlge Herbert ■ V 

Walker's or’der officially extendmg 
the courtooom to include the fourth­
floor room, numerous comdoss were 
I■ul[ze as. "restricted aieas" where 
photogTaphess -were prohibited;

But photogaaphers and televSsoon 
cameramen shadowed Sirhans .at:- 
tornzy^—Gamt Cooper, Rufrell El. 
Parsons and Emil Zola Berman-ss 
they entered the courtoooni area. 
T'he same was true for his mother, 
Mri Mary Sirhan. ; :i
, Five From PubUc at Trial ,

’. Despite the tight secur-tty precau­
tion five member's of the general 
public were allowed to witness the 
trial of the man accused of killing 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. ■

. After filling’out.a detailed form. 
wi.th iezntifymg information and 
being searched like everyone else,, 
the five were allowed to enter the 
courtooom. ’

Mrs. Beth Peck, of 122 Mountam 
View Ave, said she virilr the Hall of 
Justccs daily t.o ■ view triaSs and 
regularly attended the widely-publi­
cized 1959 trial of Dr. Bernard Finch, 
who. along with his girirnend 
Carole' Tregoff, were accussed of 
rlaying Finch's estranged wfie. 1

All five said their primary motiva­
tion for attzneing the trial was 
general curiosity to see what Sirhan 
is like, • . '

One woman when asked upon leav­
ing the courtooom. if she was bored 
with the highly techmcal nature oi 
the proceedings answered:

"How can you be bored when a 
man* lffe is at stake?" “ “y1’..
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bert V. Walker, prerlding over 
the trial. . • , ■

Arguments today centered 
around •attempis by Cooper to 
get Judige Walker to "set aside” 
Sirhan’s plea of “not guilty” to 
the mduttment returned against 
him by the County Grand Jury 
June 7, 1968. , . •

That indictment charges him 
with murder in the slayuig of 
Sen. Kennedy early the mormng 
of June 5,1968, in a kitchen off 
the Ambassador Hotel’s Embas­
sy Room.

Cooper has made it clear that 
the reason he wants the p].ea set 
aside is to lay the groundwork 
for an attack against the 1968 

Los Angeles County Grand 
Jury, and Califoiniaa’s Grand 
Jury selectkin system in genei’- 
al.

By JOHN DOUGLAS 
Kerald'Exmnnsr Staff Writer

■ Efforts by defense lawyers, to 
make precedeilt-retlillg law in 
California today delayed selec­
tion of a jury in the murder 
trial of Sirhan Bistiara Sirhan, 
24, accused as the slayer of Sen. 
Roberta. Kennedy.

Chief defense council Grant 
B. Cooper has indicated that 
testimony he wans to introduee 
in supportt of one of his legal 
maneuvess will be lengthily. At 
one point in yesterday's pro­
ceeding, he suggested a 30-day 
delay in the trial to iron out 
legal poinss.. " . .

Cooper’s' suggestion, which 
never reached the formal mo- 
tijoB £taig;e, was brushed aside 
by“5upeirror Court Judge Her­

The system hats been attackedl 
before, and at the level of the 
State Supreme Court the attacks 
have been unsuccessful. Howev­
er. 'Cooper points out that the 
attack against the system is 
being carried to the U.S. Su-' 
pr-eme Court. '

Cooper has assailed selection 
of the 19GS Grand Jury on the 
grounds that the system which 
permtte judges to nominal 
Grand Jury candidaees, who are] 
then chosen by a spin of the 
wheel, inhtrtn"tly excludes 
“membess of some minority 
groups and persons of some 
national background.” =

The legal concept of “timeii-' 
ness” could miilgate against 
Cooper’s move to witfidrawihe
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’‘‘not guilty” plea, even thougSLi_He.1stid:. " ^J^':
..dfcf^tf k a ‘'The deSenre ’will not deny!’withdraws! of the plea is but a

Sirhan shot Kennedy'. A lot of:■ technical maneuver. The am-i^ saW him. 
cept’s. ratloilafe is that there ”t- - -'The deSenre will be along 
was a proper time and place for otSsr ltusn.” • - 
Cooper's argument, and that it! Motions introduced at yes-eri

•may not have been made. day’s nrnsioil indicated these
The chief defense counsel's other grounds: • -.

answer to that is: ”I wasn't ini o An attack on Ctliforuia’nl 
,the case then.” petit (trial) jury syntrm■ be-;

(Cooper joined defenee attor- cal’$e ft automatically excuses 
■ nSy Russell E. Parsons in the member of ctoin profrsn!onn 
Sirhan case last month afterfrom jury sendee. '
conclusion of the. Friars Clubj q Another attempt to over, 
card cheating trait The thud throw the system which allows 

■ deftnee lawyer, EmUe.Zola Berthe same jury to decide guilt or 
.man_of New York, pined hlSjnnoCeiU:e in a first degree mur- 
colleagues even later.) der case, and then to deliberate
.In yesterday s pi.ocredulgsLgtiu as -o what penalty the

'Cooper lost two of his moves, defendant shall suffer. ■ .
He fahed: - । . • . ’

J - © To get Judge Waller to The defenee malntains the law 
agree to two juries in the case—'wMch permits automate excus- 
one to hear the evidence, theiing of lawyers, physicaiUR, 
other to set the penalty, should I teachers and nurse^frornjuryy
there be a first degree murder duty, deuirn “whole ‘classes !, 

■ ■■ people” to a defrudaut as juror’s..conviction. ■
O To get the jurist to assent 

to written, instead of oral, ex­
amination of prospective jurors.

Chief Deputy District Attor­
ney Lynn Compton, who heads 
the-prosecution, opposed both 
moves. Walker rejected the two- 

ijury request out of hand, and 
denied t,he plea for written ex- 
aminaionns on the grounds .that 
the jury prospects might actin 
collusion in filiing out written 
questionnaires/ ' . '

At a pont.nrssion new’s coufei•- 
ence yrntrrdtay Cooper con­

in his trail. . ’
■ The so-called penalty jury 

system Cooper maintains is. 
‘‘clearly unconstitutioaal.” Ab. 
though he denied -ths plea yes-.; 
terday, Judge Walker made it. 
clear he did not foreclose the, 
defense from putting ft forth a.’ 
second time, ’

Finally, it is tor that the 
defense hats not abandoned, but 
on the contrary continues to 
work to develop, deftness of 
“dinuniseed capacity” aimed at 
showing that Slrhan’s reasoning.
faculiies may have .been , ini-jfirmed speculation- teat the Sir- I . __ ______

han drrenre will be based^onpaired at the time Keuueey was.
legal .and 
grounds.



-Associated Press Wrenhra^

SOHANS mother, brother leave court 
Mary, Munir Sirhan attended opening day of trial



-UP! Tefepholt

ATTORNEY RUSSELL PARSONS LEADS APPREHENSIVE AIRMAN 
They were on way to courtroom for beginning session of murder trial.
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' . By AL STUMP .
J Hsrlll<l-Exanfiser staff Writer 

Shapely but Ceouvred, the
blobd girl reporter Irvm a na- 
tivi^lll news service shrieked 
with . dismay, her hands flappmg 
In Riis avowal of any deliterale 
wrWohig, when security 
guards ’it the Sirhan B. Sidun 
trial pounced upon her ... af- 

terlthey found part of tape­
recorder, equipment in her carry­
all-bag. :, ' ’ ■

“T didn’t know it was there!” 
she? cried. “I. know recordess 
are-illegal. And I do own one. 
;But I didn’t bring it here, ho- 
tnesti/i’-' . -

young, tough, uuupiCivuu of any-- 
thing that mores. They just 
stood and pointed at “tape” 
earphones found in a search of 
the girls bag. ‘Quietly step to 
one side,” they oi'deredl. “We 
want to talk to you." .

“CrosspopuH” might be a 
term coined for the people en­
countered in the teeming corri-- 
dors outside the Jury Room and 
the Auxiliary Courtroom.

Here is a highlx-nervuus fe­
male who works as a clerk of 
the court in Auckland, New Zea­
land, standing in line, hoping to 
gain one of the almost impossi-
tle•to■alt■ain half-dozen seats

granted to the. gengraljubpc. 
Her name: Helen Buts..

- Helen is late-thirtyihh. First 
trip to the U.S. A trip mostiy 
made because “I loved Bobby 
as did all New Zealanders;” and 
.“I had to come here and see 
how they tried and handled his 
killer.” '

Soon after Robert Ksooedy 
was blasted out of .Iffe, Helen 
Buts was attending a lecture at 

he Auckland Uplift League 
Hall. “A man rm out on the 
stage and broke into the lecture 
and yelled that Bobby had beein 

‘ kiUed. The audience yelled and 
■ booed him. We refused to’ be- 
i lieve it,” says HsIso, standing 
• in line, her foot tapping, her

face tense.DLe•-r■al^ai n haii-dozen seats face tense. _ „
within the,chamber of testimony | "Do,, you, AmiericanOSSw,’
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stig-asked?. ‘ 'who you destroy-;, ,.'.,, ■ , 
ed’”a , • ""tM-A, guy who said lie exercised; 
. ' - ’ ■ ‘ horses with the defendant at the 
■ *fc -k -k ■ ' Grana a Vista del Rio ranch near

As Helen But’ from Auckland 
spoke, a slim, quiet man, Mel­
vin Latterrnan, stood Ustening. 
He, too, hoped for a seat.
‘ Laittemann, about 30, is in the 
restaurant busutess in West­
wood Village.
■ "I came to witness this,'- he 
said, “because I worked in Bob 
Kennedy's campaign from th" 
day he filed for President. I was 
in the Wilshire, office, writing 
letters and workmg on arrange­
ments for his public appear­
ances. , ■
“Sen. Kennedy dropped by 

our place several Umi’s. He 
drank coffee with me. ' 
* “He told me, 'I like L.A.—tt’s 
a place of constant motion and 
excitementt-wr htr t something 
always is happening..’ ” ’

Lrtt;eimrn'r eyes brimmed;
“I don't hate Sirhm . . . he’s 

a human being,, after all, and 
the law will deal with him.”

Corona in the summer of 1966, 
when Sirhan had aspiraUons to 
be a jockey, sipped coffee in the 
Hall lobby and made his point

“He ain't worried? When h" 
was workmg around the stables 
and waiting 'hots’ after work­
outs, he weighed about 118 
pounds. „ - i

“I got a good look at Mm 
today. He’s lost so much weight 
I doubt he tops 105. His cheek­
bones have sunk in so far I 
wasn't sure it was him, when I 
first saw him. . ,

'Don't they feed him enough 
up there on the 13th floor jail?"

^ Ta ^r i

’ They feed Sir-han like every 
other -prisoner in County, JaiL ' 

, Yesterday, he lunclied on 
smoked salanu, vegetable soup, 
fresh fruit (an orange), vegeta­
ble salad, bread and coffee;.

^r x x , Dinner involved a hot dig:
Eastern reporters—nnd doz- ^"ra^y sa*10®^ a par^y-bA- 

ens have converged upon this teretl Potato. v"getabe rrlre 

"pic trial from the Chicago-Mg-an' m'^d frui ’ hoLtea and 
Tribune, Cleveland Press, To- bi■eail■ -

ronto Telegram, St. Louis Post- 
•Dispatch, Newsday, New York 
Post, Times and News, the Bos­
ton Globe, not to mention Blick 

|of Zurich, Paris Match,- Le Ft 
?garo of Paris, Epoca of Italy, 
’Deutsche Presr-Ag"atui•, London 
Daily Express and London Daily 
Sun-generally agree upon one 
“clue” to Sirhan’s personaltty. 
' Veterans of many a high-stake 
'criminal trial, they tell you:

“He's smug. That's the single 
biggest impression we get of 
him. He’s expecting to beat ths 
rap.’’ - ■ ;

Will he? The “expert” press 
voting is that he will never see 
the inside,, of the San Quentin 
cyaaIfte^cliambe^. ”---------- r ■
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man, speaking for the first time 
since the case opened, said:
.''We expect to have informa­

tion on the saturation of certam 
information throughout the com­
munity. • - _ . : ' .

“ . . Saturation with respect 
to publicity in the case.” '

Asked what effect he thought 
the' publicity had, Berman’ later 
said: . ' -
‘ * ‘That's what we’re going to 
find out tomorrow.”’ ^ ; 4

By JOHN DOUGLAS
Hstad-^E^tanl^srr Staff Writer

Dceenee lawyers, >ho' tave 
faded in three previous at- 
tdnipts to win delay in the trial 
of Sirhan Bigham Sirhan, will 
try their luck again today .— 
this time raishtg the question of 
one of .their number's involve­
ment in a federal grand jury 
matter. ’ '

In closed-door proceedings in 
the chambers of Superior Court 
Judge Herbert V. 'Walker, the 
defenee will argue that the trial 
of the man ■ accused’ of kilting 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy should 
be put off at 1 e a s t 30 days 
because of publicity surround­
ing the federal grand jury’s 
investigaonn. into, attorney 
Grant B. Cooper’s prematuse 
prssessinn of a grand jury tran­
script in the Friars Club card­
cheating trial.

Cooper has appeared, twice 
before the grand jury, and must 
make at least one more, as yet 
unscheduled, appearance to ex-

Judge Walker reject another de-
f ense delay plea-tlns one 
sought by Cooper to gain more । 
time to prepare arguments at-. 
tacking the indictment, against: 
Sirhan. The grounds are. that ' 
the 1908 Los Angeles' County 
Grand Jury, which June 7 in­
dieted Sirhan - for 'Kennedy’s. 
June 5 murder, was not consti­
tutionally selected.

Cooper assails the system of 
nommatinn of grand jurors by 

■ Superior’ Court judges because, 
■ he nlaintains, it excludes mem­
bets of certain minority, groups.

plain how he came to possess 
the transcript before the sched-. 
tiled time. * ; ,

EmHe Zola Berman, who with 
Cooper and Russell Ei. Parsons 
represent Sirhan, ’ said afteri 
yesterday’s court acasoou he* 
would put before Judge Walker 
a record of the number of news­
paper and televlsion accounss of 
the Cooper ^lvest!gaOon.

.Before Judge Walker shut him! 
off at the trial t•sste1dty^BOp!

Judge .Walker tuned Cropstr 
down, and read into the record 
the list of continuances Sirhan 
has:: had' since he entered, his 
formal .plea of “not guilty” to 
the murder indictment.July;28.

“The court feels there have| 
been many, continuances and 
there has- been- competent! 
counsel from July 28 -to ths 
date,” Walker erncIuedd. '

The judge did agree, however, 
to allow Cooper to put off his

Yesterday’s’court aeaaOin saw argumerts. against the -grand 
' ....  ■ ■ - - . jury system until later in the

trial. After yesterday's.sesston 
chief prosecutor Lynn’ Compton 
forecast, this argument would 
not come until after selection of 
the trial jury. • ■ 

■ Both slides want time to study 
a similar attack against the 
grand jury system ' made by 
dofense counsel in the Sal Cas­
tro-Brown Beret case here ear­
lier this year. The record of this 
became available only yester­
day. . . i ’ ? ■

Both deSeiaee and.proseculion 
have agreed that jury selection
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csnl^M’ondar’. but thrueJsLlGan’d as a _
some judiottion Judge Walker Los Angeles ' Coun ty-Wtpanor 
SS^ to begin ^ Process,Court Jury Commit Wit 

;■■'. • Jam A- Goodwin testified that
% Cooper mounted an attactyhese exemptfons were granted 
yesterday on the system oi>by state law, and that in some 
C&g jr^^ “ notablr telephone
smled n because certain mem-workess and civil servant<s-the 
hers of certain professions may excuses were. not sought by 
if they choose, be automatic-all}'prospective jurors. .
excused ' from iu,y duty., Judge Walker made no ndini, 
These professions range fromand told Cooper he could argue 
.ator' 1cis and physicians the matter further at a ‘later 
though1 pnson guard13 .to tee day, provided he did it before 
phone operators- and civil Ser the Sirhan jury was finally 
vants. ylected and sworn in.

se-

/

LCalle™as -a reennse5 w'trressi. Cooper renewed his. motion 
Los Angeles County SupseIOlioe two juries in the case-one 

, Court Jury Comnusswnw Wihto try it and the other to set
lam A- Good™ trstliied thatproaHy. Judge Walker again 
।these exemptoons were grrntedtrneed him down. . < 

. ।by state’law, and that in some
'cases — notably tetephimilrawn ’ , ,° had rppSreee 
wlekS■^s and civil servants—and despondent, at the

——-——__ _________ ‘/opening oi his trial Tuesday
foTcast! this, argument woitledisprayed a much more cheerful 
not co."e untll ritse selection oldemracor yesterday. . - - i
t Bothasidesywant tims to a / TwcS he turond in his seat, 
a similre attack against thtaaOdh’w^h a^ov s”1^6’ waved 
srand iurv ^v^tem morin kV,to h^s mother, Miss, Mary Sir*- 
eefense eounsd in the Sal Casyhnn’ and h^s'two brufliers, Adel, 
tro-Brown Beret -crsXe S Und MT/Joe)’ 21’ w h 0 

lier Otis year. The rrcord oi this cvompaH^d ■hrr to- court‘ 

brcrme rvrilabie only yester.,M.MeCti0" oi the Poseibiltry oi 
day. u |ths deatn penalty by Judge
, Both defense and prosecution' 1^ T2Urtdayr - crused the 
have agerre that jmysetection young Jordantan immigrant to 
ap begin Monday, but mere fe^ ermeoe straight io his seat. 
F 77—:------------ ----------- 'rYrstrrday, during r eisccssion

some uitahMi Judge Walker^ thr prnaUy lasting eeveeal 
mry push to begin that process [Slntltes, hr moved cot r mus-: 
Friday. !’ but sat with his chic
’ Cooper souctre an al-ck ppp^d 1" “ r* hrce ga'“« 
yesterday on the syetes oil M„ Sb,, „_ k I , 

choosing trial jurors He as- ar0? .eyes brooere 
saoas It Dm^ certtsOmehs- “ ^,2^^ ’?’

i^

TuTo fT rig’^" r'iO“eot00hl"seeato^ 
, ^ “̂^“Mmot 

vSJopr ane cvlSB^SLrsrt with hsr ham
‘ A if armrests oi hrr chair.

seemingly;
on her son's back and

Her greying hair was drawn 
■ tightly back from her forehead. 

She was dressed in a coat dress 
oraac^and-pais^^^^



^w*^^^^^  ̂ ^^__

X

i -HsraM-Eaaminer Photo”
SIRHAN S FAMILY ARRIVES FOR SECOND DAY OF TRIAL 
From left, defendant's mother Mary, brothers Adel and MudR~'

&
IL



_ SIRHAN, ON WAY TO COURT', IS FLANKED BY HIS THREE ATTORNEYS 
From left: A deputy sheriff, Russell Parsons, Emile Zola Berman, Sirhan, Grant B. Cooper
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Lawyer Who Faces Contempt of Court Threat in Friars 
Case Had Sought Advice on Feat's of Adverse Publicity

■ ■ ■ ■ BY DAVE SMITH
/ ZZ Times Staff Writer - - • „

. Attorney Grant B. Cooper, faced 
' with the threat of contempt proceed­

ings in federal court:, sought advice 
from another lawyer on whether he 
should withdraw from thie defense 
of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, it was 
learned Thursday from a source 
close to Cooper. .

That lawyer, The T'imes also 
learned, considsrsd for 24 hours 
before advising Cooper to remain on 
the three-man.defenee team for the 
24-year-old Jordanian. ' «—-

The identity of thie other attorney 
was not definitely known, but A. L. 
Wirin, American' Civil Libsrtier 
Union lawyer, originally propoeed 
that Cooper join the Sirhan deSense.

The trial, in its third day Thurs­
day, was marked by two closed 
rerrioirs in the chambers of Superior 
Judge Herbert V. Walker on defenee 
motions derignsd to delay the start 
of jury rslection.

Trial to Resume Monday

of the trial, presumably until hs 
own legal situa^on is resolved.
. But Judge Walker has frequently 
sxprereed privately and in open 
court his detern^natinn to get the 
long-delayed, oft-postponed Sirhan 
trial_moving. Sirhan was arraigned 
seven months ago.

Thuselay the deferne rubpoeilsed 
17 witnesses to the closed! session in 
support of its contsntionslhat "satur­
ation of puWicty1—and publicity 

-involvmg Cooper more 
; than Sirhan—wass prejud^ 
1 cial to Sirhan's right to a 
1 fair trial.

Los Angeles tslsvision 
and radio newsman John 
Goodman said before testi­
fying that the defense 
indlcaeed to him it was 

■ concerned not with stories 
. that dealt with the Sirhan

Thie motions continued to meet ■ and Cooper cases separate­
with disapproval from Judge Walk­
er, who declared that after a one-day 
recess today’, the trial will resume 
Monday morrnng. Hopefully,, the 
arduous task of jury selection will 
begin then.

Publicity linking the Sirhan case 
to thie grand jury investlgatinn of 
Cooper was the focus of the closed 
rsrrions Thursday, The Times 
learned:, and the defenrs again 
sought a 30-day contmuance, unsuc­
cessfully.

Cooper rsporteeclly is concerned 
that publicity rurrounding the 
grand j‘ury probe of his admited 
unauthorieed porrsrrOtn of secret 
transcript in thie Friars Club cad-

ly, but with stories in 
which both carss were 
linked.

Another witness was a 
secretary for Arbitron, a 
teIsvrsO)n rating firm ( 
which gauges how widely 
any given tslsvrsion pro­
gram is viewed in a cer­
tain area.

■ It was sxpecsed that 
such evidence, aside from 
rupporting thie unsucsrrs- 
ful defense motion for 
continuance, could also be 
used later as grounds for 
motions for change ofcheating case could prejud^ee pres- .... „ .

pective jurors who will sit on the venue or for a continuing S 
Sirhan case. * ' ' ~ motion for mistrial.
- Cooper; has inti<eUused several 
mohons designed’ to delay the start
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t-Sheppard Trial' " 
Cooper also referred r'in 

, court Thussday to the 
■ murder trial of Dr. Sam 
, Sheppard in Cleveland,'in 
.which pretrial publicity 
:was rubied grounds for 
both a continuance and, 
later a change in venue. 
,:‘ Thussday's session was 
also marked by little acti- 

•.vity in open court. A 
-,closed session began in 
'Judge Walker's chambers 
shortly after 9 a.m., ddlay-' 

' in® publ.ic proceedings un­' til shortly after 10.
^After 15 minutes of 
■ hearing motions in open 
■ court, Judge Walker, the 
attorneys for the defense 
and prosecution, and the 
pale, subdued defendant 
withdrew to chambers for 
'the'remainder of the day.
,The public proceedings 

concerned Coopetis earlier 
motion to quash t.he first- 
'degree murder irdict.mtrt 
by attackmg the constitu- 

‘(.tonality of the grand jury 
which indicted Sirhan for 
the-slayirJg of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy, . "—

Castro Case •
' In support of that mo­
tion, Cooper intoodueed 

. the four volume, 1,010-. 
I page transcript of the case 
against East Los Angeles 
teacher Sal Castro in 

(which.several judges were 
, called to explam and de- 
■ fend their methods of nom- 
;iratirg members to the 
grand jury. ’ .

■ The detente team' also ■ 
planned to study the' 
trarsctipt in hope of find- 
,ing relevant points in sup­
' port of another motion by
Cooper to . set aside ■the 
trial jury list;. ’

Cooper cont;enes that thie 
' method of selecting jurors 
from voters' lists automa­
tically excludes so many 
classes of citizens that 
such juries do not repre- . 
rent "a proper cross sec­
tion of the population." ,

■' Sirhan sat quietly' 
throughout the brief 
proceteirgs in open court. . 
.His mother, Mary., was 

. absent for t.he first time 
"Thur»fay, as were two 
brothers, Munir and Adel, 
who at,teodtd earlier ses- 

■ sions. ’ -
Thussday, as on the 

previous two days of trial, 
' th'e-niame of t.he slain New 
. York _ sepator was-never 
- mentions! in court, * .•
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Attorneys' for 

, Sirhan in New 

Plea for Delay

.Pretrial Publicity Cited as 
Newsmen Are Questioned; 

- Case to Resume Monday

\ . BY DAVE SMITH
Times Staff Writer ’

The stop-and-go trial of Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan continued Thussday 
with defense attorneys pleading in 
closed session for further delay. 

■ After 15 minutes of proceedings in 
open court, Superior Judge Herbert 
V. Walker recessed the public trial 
until 9:30 a.m. Monday, but both the 
defense and prosecution continued 
meeting Thussday afternoon in 
Judge Wakeer’s chambers.

Although the press 'was barred 
from the closed session in Judge 
Walker's chambers—the fifth such 
meeting in only three court sessions 
—it was clear that pretrial publicity 
was the basis, of continued defenee 
maneuvers'for time. ‘

The three-man defenee t;eam for 
the accused slayer of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy subpoenaed 17 witnesses 
for the closed seesion—most of them 
Los Angeks radio' and. televisioi^ 
newsmen. -

One was John Goodman, of radoo 
station KNX, who said before testi­
fying that the defehee had indicaeed 
it was concerned about news reports 
dircursing both the Sirhan case and 
a federal grand jury invesoigatitn 
involvnig Sirhan's chief, deeenee 
attorney, Grant B. Cooper.

Refuses to Produce Records
Goodman said the defense asked 

him to brin gthe station's records for 
last Monday and Tuesday, but thati 
he refused on advice fr-om. an1 
attorney for the Columbia Broad­
castingSystem. -

2 Defense Atty. Emile Zola Berman 
. ’aid m court Wednesday-thaTthe

• • defenee would intooduee a motion in 
; Thussday’s closed session pertaintng 

to "the saturation of publicity in this 
area." .

It was believed that the defense 
would cite t.he character and extent, 
of new coverage as grounds for a‘ 
motion for mistrial or for a change 
of venueoor perhaps merely a 30- 

।day continuance, which Judge
Walker had earlier denied.

It was Cooper who indicaeed one 
possible grounds for a motion for a 
continuance or a change of venue. In 
'the tidal’’ opening day Tuesday 
Cooper referred in court to the trial 
of Dr. Sam Sheppard in Cleveland in 
which pretrial publicity was ruled 
grounds for both a continuance and 
a later change in venue. . , ,'

1 Publicity on Cooper/5. . '
In Sirhan's case, however,,' it did' 

not appear Thursday that publicity 
on Sir-han was as much an issue as 
publicity on Cboper. -.

With Goodman, as with other 
newsmen, it apparently was the 
linking of Sirhan's defenee with 
Cooper’s actions in the Friars Club 
card-cheating trial that was the focus 
of d:lrcusslon.

Cooper, 65, has admitted unau­
thorized possessoon and use of a 
Mcret transcript during that -trial, 
and has refused, at the risk of 
contempt proceeding’, to answer 
grand jury questions on how he got' 
the transcript.

Cooper reported^ is concerned 
that publicity about his own case 
could have a prejudicial effect on 
SirhanS right to a fair trail. .

Judge Walker reported^ is con­
cerned about the same thing, but is. 
at least as concerned about t,he 
seven-month delay between the 24- 
yearoodd- Jordarnan’s arraignment 
and opening of trial. ‘ ■

An indc^ation that saturation of 
publicity is the ground’ for a de- 
feuse motion for a fourth continu­
ance was the fact that one wKness 
called Thursday was Diana Smith, a 
secretary for the West Coast office of 
Arbitron, a television rating firm 
whfeh determunes the extent of 
v•ieewerstlip of certain programs.

Miss Smith and all other witnesser 
were warmed not to disclose their 
testimony in Judge Wallens cham­
bers. ^ —’ -
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_It was believed that the 
defense had already intro-' 
duced int.o evidence sto­
ries from local newspapers 
regarding both Sirhan and 
„Cooper. • -
.' -The only activity in open 
court Thussday concsrnsd 
Cooper's earlier motion to 
quash the first-degree 
murder indictment by at­
tacking the constitutiona­
lity of . the grand jury

, which indicted Sirhan.
f ' ‘ Other Trial _
‘ Io support of that.mo- 
tlon, Cooper introdueed 
the four-volume!, 1,010- 
page transcript of the case 
against East Los Angeles 
teacher Sal Castro-a case 
now on trial—in which 
several judges were called 
to explain and defend 
their methods of nomina-- 
ing members to the grand 
jury:

JJudge Walker then 
graneecX the recess until

Monday mornfag, during 
which defense'and prose^ 
cation were to study the'.] 
massive transcript for^ 
potass Cooper contends/ 
are relevant to thie Sirhan 
case. ' . "-j

On Wednesday it ap­
peared that jury selection 
might begin sometime 
Monday, butit is expected 
that - argumenss on the 
Castro transcript now 
forecloses that possibiltty. 
Jury selection is expected 
to take as long as three or ' 
four weeks.

Sirhan sat quietly 
throughout the brief ’ 
proceedings in open court. 
His mother, Mary, was 
absent for the first time 
Thussday, .as were two 
brothers, Munir and Adel, 
who attended earlier ses­
sions.

Thussday, as on the 
prevtaus two days of trial, 
the name of the slain New- 
York senator was never , 
mentioned in courL ■



DOUBLY^CAUTIOUS-Deputy sheriffs on duty at
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's trial search each other be-

fore entering auxiliary courtroom. From left are 
Robert McWiliiarns. Robert Ford, Gotdon_KDDrioy.

. Times photo by John Malmin
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efense Staff.
BY WILLIAM J.^DRUMMOND

. - . Time* Staff Vrterr -

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's thoughts 
on America, on himself and on his 
lawyers were revealed here Sun­
day by. a journalist on t.he staff of 
the Jordanian's defense counsel.

Robert Blair KaSser, formerly a 
Time magazine correspondent, has

• Kaiser said his article would noth 
inilude matters having a bearing on. 
the issues in the trial for the murder 
of Sen. Kennedy. "I won't try .the 
case in the public prints," he said.

Dep. List. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, ■ 
head of t-he prosecution team in the 
case, said Kaiser, as an agent of the-, 
defense counsel, was included in the 
coverage of a court order banning

(Iedicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

, written an article for L>ife magazine 
based on long interviews with the

■man accused of assassmating Sen. , -_
Robert F. Kennedy. . .. comment by parties in the case on

. Sirhan, Kaiser said, smokes 10 " ..................

I-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Caalf. '

the issues in the trial.
cigars a day and then switches to six 

■ packs of cigarets a day, hats a normal 
, 24-yea--old's interest in women and 
: can talk at length about subjects 

rangmg from literature to' theology.
Kaiser said Sirhan told him, "It's 

.all violence, chaos, unrest. Whatever 
• happened to the old saying, 'peace 
■ and quiet?'"
' Kaiser was appointed to the staff 
of Russell B. Parsons, one of the 
defense lawyers, and was granted; 
permiss-on to interview Sirhan ex­
clusively, Kaiser said the privitege 
was given him because he was a 
friend of attorney Grant Cooper and 
used his influence to persuade 
Cooper to join in Sirhan's.defense.

Takes With Sirhan Many Times I
Kaiser said in an interview he had ■ 

talked, with Sirhan at least a dozen 
times since Aug, 14. .

"We taheed about different sub- 
jeefhib background, .family, ac- 
culturatioe in America, his friends,

' However, Compton said the sig- 
nifcarnce of the Kaiser materaa! 

I could not be known until the article. 
I is'actually seen. It is to be publlshl’d

his foes," Kaiser said. "He is 
intellectually inchned, expansive, 
articuiale, well-read but untramed." , 

Kaiser said Sirhan knows that
Cooper has been defenee attorney in— 
many famous trials and can com­
mand a large fee. "And he's defend- 
ingl a punk like me,". Sirhan’ .was _ • 
quoted as saying.

Jan. 17.- - ' j ’
Kaiser said he had also talked wi.th 

Sirhan's mother,’ Mary, about a 
do>z:en.. times. She keeps a buffet 
table covered with magazines that 
tell the- story of the Kennedy 
assassination, Kaiser said: ’ ;.

The article says, "She picks up the 
magazmes now and then mid talks 
to the face of Robert Kennedy as 
drawn by Time artist Louis Glanz- 
man, telling him how sorry she is,.

, "Kennedy, moreover, tafks to her- 
Tt! okay, Mary,' she says he says. I 
forgive you. It’s okay"

Kaiser said of Mary Sirhan: ,
''Clbviously, this is a very trauma­

tic experience for a .woman who lias, 
gone through a lot of traumatcc 
episodes. ’ - • • •' ■

"She is a woman who prays. I be-'. 
lieve that in the Arab Orthuxonc. re­
ligion ikons are used and prayed to.' 
It's not unusual to talk, to a pictuee, 
or.for that’matter for a person in a 

■ pictuee to talk to her." “rrTT?^

■ i
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/ *Sir ha n recounted the 
' scene in “the Ambassador- ' 
Hotel after the ■ shooting;, 

■ Kaiser said. '
"I felt a choking in my 

throat, and people were 
holding me, and beating 
me, twisting my left knee, 
and poundmg my head on 
the taNe. They hurt my 
left eye . . ." Sirhan said.

The author said Sirhan 
feels that even his .name 
sets him apart and pre­
vents him from feeling ful­
ly an'Ameriaan. The Jor­
danian is quot,ed as saying;: 

■ ■• "My name! My name!
Sear-hann Sear-hann. A.s 
soon as anyone heard it, 
everything else stopped. 
They wanted to know, 

. ‘What, kind of a name is 
that?1 I began to associaee 
more-and more with my 
name. Sirhan meant 'wolf' 
and I begame more and 

..more of a lone wolf."

■ A. L.. • Wirin. orjhe] 
Ameriann Civil Libertes 
Umon had first asked 
Kaiser to talk t,o Cooper

- about joining the defenee, , 
the writer said. And in . 
return Kaiser would get 
the interview rights.

"If I'd help him (Winn) 
do his thing, he'd help me

. do my thing," Kaiser told
The Times. .
; Kaiser declined to“‘say 
how much he woudd be 
paid for the article, but 

- said he was working on 
Sirhan's defenee for noth­
ing. A.sked if any of the at­
torneys would share in his : 
writing fee, he said, 
"That's privates. It goes 
t.o me. What I do is my 
own busmsss."

Kasser noted that .Sir- 
han's 'interest in females 
was "normal," and that he 
had taken a fancy to a 
string blond? reporter 
presenfat his trial. .
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By MYRNA OLIVER 
J Herald-EaamlMr Staff Writer

Sir-han Bithar a Sir-han 
emerged yesterday as a pathet­
ic. intriguing curiostyy in the 
lmaglnaiinss 0 strangers who 
stood outride his courtroom, 
waLiifng.
”I came to be. in the hallway 

and watch them take picturos 
and everythnng, but I wouldn’t 
want to go in the courtroom. 
He’- too disgusting,” raid Mrs. 
Clara Flekslein, who often stood 
in line outride another court­
room to observe the trial of Dr-. 
Bernadd Finch. Grey hair- 
caught under a beret:, rhe shook

sion was too short ’} allow 
deputies to check any Members 
of the pubhc into the chamber.
“IVe been here since 6:30 

a.m, and I’m very disappointed 
I didn't get to see Sir-han Sir- 
han,” complanned Herbert 
Becker-.

Becker shouted repeatedly 
and heatedly., "Sir-han—is he 
still alive?” as David Fitts, top 
assistant to chief deputy district 
attorney Lynn Compton, 
emerged from the courtr-oom. 
He was assured that the defen­
dant was still very much alive.

“They should hold this trial in
the Sports Aliena and sell tick-

her head emphatically—m- etr which would bear the cost of 
trigued by Sir-han without want-
tag to see him.

Quieter and more businesslike 
about watching the historic trial 
on its third day than at its 
opening Tuesday, a few speda- 
tors prowled the hallway during 
the brief court session and 
judge-s chamber proceedings 
yesterday. None got into the 
courtroom.

srEe’eight-mnuute court set-

the trial,” said Becker1.
Reflecting on the death of 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy which 
brought Department 107 of the 
Hal1 of Justice into pr•ominence, 
Becker added sadly, “What is it 
about this Kennedy family that 
tragedy follows it everywhere it 
goes?”

Mr. and Mi-15. John Connolly, 
St. Paul, Minn., made the Hall 
of Justice hallway a “must’”

—HraakEEimmlJre:^ Photo
HERBERT BECKER 
“Is Sirhan s’ill alive?”

ship on their Californaa vaca­
tion.

“We were just driving by and 
saw all the press outside,” he 
raid, “and thought we'd try to 
get in.”
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