
Both have a stolid look about 
them. ‘ •

- Sirhan is satisfied with his 
jury. When selection was com­
pleted he reared back in his 
chair and relied like a run­
ner, at t:he end of a close 
race.

His . brother, Munir and

mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan.
take the lawyers’ word for it.

Said Munir: ' '
"H they are satisfied, we 

are satisfied."
Mrs. Sirhan added:
“We have confidence in 

them so long as they have, 
confidence in themselves.”
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jurors for Suman .

Only a few’ day's remain for 
.2 men and women to stay with 
heir families before being shut 
iff from the world for about, 
hree months. .
Later ths week-probably 

i*hursday-the eight men and 
our women will be sworn in to 
it in judgment at the trial of 
S'rhan B. Sirhan, admitted as- 
;assin of Sen. Robert F. Kenne- 
ly. • - • •

Defense and prosecution at- 
orneys worked over the week­
end to argute Wednesday on the 
‘efeliae’s pre-trial motion to 
(Hash a grand jury indictmnnl 
against Lhe 24-year-oid Palesain- 
an Arab on grounds the g-aad 
ury doesn t represent a fair 
nross-sectlnn of the populate.
Jf-Superior Court Judge Her- 

ietTVTWaJker rejects motion,

tiie dozen jurors-chosen in two 
wroks of questioning .will .be 
sworn and six aHemaess will be 
selecedd.. ' ।

(The 18'juioirs then will be 
sequestered in a downtown hotel 
for the trial's duration. It is 
expected to last aslong as three 
months.

Judge Water will permit con­
jugal visits on weekends, but 
jurors otherwtse will be allowed. , 
no contact with rclatiees or ' 
frledss. ’ i •

Each juror will be limited to a 
private hotel room and a com­
munity recreation room with 
television and newspapers—both 
mondtored and cerisoedd to 
screen news of the trial.

Attorneys 'for both sides said 
W were satisfied with the 
jury.
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^MONTHS OF CONFINING TRIAL
_1,2 Sirhan JurorS-Face 
Their Last Free Day

BY DAVE SMITH
Times Staff Writer

Eight men and four women—total 
strangers—may enjoy their last day 
with family and friends today before 
embarking on three months of grim 
and tedious confinement together.

If they are sworn in Thursday, as 
has been indicated, they will be kept 
day and night in a rigidly conOrolied 
environment in which diversoong 
will be chosen for them, and precious 
few at best.

Their attenionn in almost every 
wakmg hour will be riveted on only 
one thing; giving Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan -his due;.

That won't be easy.
On the surface the Sirhan case 

appeal's cut-and-dried. But three 
months from now these 12 jurors 
wilUave to do Um most sophisticat­
ed ohinking of their lives to fairly 
assess one complex;, intangible-nnd 
all-important—aactor; Sirhan's state 
of mind.

That is what his trial is going to be 
about.

Dozens of people saw Sirhan kill 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy at the 
Ambassador last June 5, and Mayor 
^mYoM gave a pubhc airing over 
telavsTton of parts of a diary in 
winch Sirhan wrote of his intent to 
assassinate the New York senator. 

Even though the defenee admits 
Sirhan killed Sen. Kennedy, the 
prosecution plans to spend a month 
in court proving the uncontested 
fact, to drive the point fully home 
before..asking the jury to gas Sithan 
to death,

i. Since none of the jurors has 
jexprssedd any conscientious'objec- 
jton to the death penalty, theirs 
might seem a simple task. ■

But the defense hopes to impress 
the jury with a wide, array of 
medical, prychological, pOliiical, so-' 
ctological and perhaps even chemi­
cal and genetic evidence to show 
that Sirhan was incapabie of respon­
sible premeditatten of murder, that 
emotional factors dimmished his 
capacity to plan.

ThU is a legitimate defenee under 
California law, one that takes ac­
count of mental imbalance less 
bizarre than the dithering lunacy, 
normahy requtTed to buttress a 
defenre of legal insanEy.

1hr_drffmre of dinnnished rrspon- 
/sibility also is‘one“That 

each of these 12 jurors has 
sworn to give impartial, 
open-minded attention to 
And in doing as they have 
sworn, they open them- 
sdves to agonizing hours 
when the time comes to de­
cide whether to kill a man 
or let him live.

The prosecution has al­
ready warned these jurors 
that ti is merely an ab- 

. straction to say, "I could 
vote ohr deaoh penalty.” 
They must liken them­
selves, the prosecution 
stresses, not only to eye- 
wienessrs at the behead­
ing of a person but also to 
"the man who has to put 
his_ hand on Ohr axe.'7-"’
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"J^Tf* ‘he “■ most °f_l 

will sit through one of the the 12 seemed to want to
mott'Cunlbersome yet cau- 

' tious trials in American 
history. They have alrea- 

- dy-m the two weeks of 
jury teleciion—had a taste 
of what it will be hire:

■ Endlest repettioon, pain­
staking detail, confusing 
niceties of law, haggling 
over semanUc nuaness. un­
til the whole point .is 
blunged by the monoto­
nous dr‘t>nt. •

Tug at Stomach ,
And then, at unexpected 

moments, the quick tug at 
the stomach -whenever 
two recurrent detail rear- 
out of the fog like ice­
bergs: Kennedy, bleeding 
to death on a kitchen floor. 
The impendnig decition 
on Sirhan’s life .or death.

Despite; the frequent 
monotony that is hand­
maiden to American juris­
prudence, t,he atteniiee- 
ness of the jurors impa­
neled last Friday indicates 
they sense something awe- 

■ some in the spectate of 
such complicated legal 
machinery cranked up to 

, grind out justae for one 
htth 120-pound sprig of 
humanity. .

Despite the inc on v e-
■ nence the jurors will suf- „ ,
fer in being kept ouLoL1.whiere they will be locked 
touch, with, lfe in general I up nigh’s and weekends, a 

-------  - ----------- ■ bailiff will monitor their

be on this historic jury.
Their sense of history' is 

doubtless heightened by 
the presenee of newsmen 
and artists who occupy 
half of the courtroom's 75 
seats. . . .

With sidelong glanees, 
the jurors can see the 
reporeess scanning their 
faces keenly and contin­
ually, looking for telltale 
retcttontt.

They can see the artists 
busy with their sketch­
pads, drawfog their pro- 
flles^ t^ a three-quarter 
view, maybe even a full­
face sketch in color-. There 
will be’ no photographs— 
cameass are forbidden in 

! the court—but the jurors 
know that their portraits 
will be shown in newspa­
pers and on television. all 
over the country.

Never See Portaii’s •
They, ironically,' may 

•ntjver see their portraits1 
unless ttmetnt saves 
them until after the long 
trial. The' jurors are for- 

| bidden to read or listen to 
anything about the case 
until a verdict is reached.' 
In the downtown hotel

r

ttleviston and censor their 
reading, cutting out all 
reference to the Sirhan 

;case.
These precautfons, de­

signed to protect the jur­
ors from editorial persua­
sion aiKT’from harassment

by cranks, are at*the order' 
of Superior Judge Herbert' 
V. Wakeer, who at 69 
presides over the biggest 
case in a distinguihhed 
career that ends with his 
retirentent in July. " '

Judge Walker is a portly • 
man with a' gruff face 
ttamtd by downward­
drooping lines. His face is 
dominated by bushy white 
eyebrows which rise and 
detcelid with unusual ex- 
pres5innn’d's. When he 
smiles, as he often does in 
court,he lookis remarkabry 
like an owl. ,

Below-him, -the pale, 
thin, nervous defender. 
sittl lai'ge, dark eyes dart­
ing to and fIo in a smiling . 
but frlglttmed face. • .

Sirhan, 24, tmtll enough ’ 
to have once aspired to be 
a jockey, exhibt’s a num­
ber of nervous manner- 
isEs—RS, the arguments . 
wear on.. He chnWt’~at ' 
hangmans, picks at his 
fingers, clnnchss and un- 
clnnchts his hanetl clasp­
ing them over and over'. 
Hi’ Higers are deeply 
stained by nicoH ne. -

He always has a tmiln 
and a wave for his mother, 
Mary, and brothers Adel,' 
30, and Munir, 21, who sit . 
in the rear of the court, [ 
And he hangs over the : 
arm of the chair of one of 
h’ attorneys, RutteU E. 
Parsons, a grtildtahheriy 
man of 69, for whom 
Sirhan has formed a deep 
attachment. „ „

Mid^Sirhan, 55, wrtIri■its



■ abouTTiow. much sleep

• Sirhan gets these days, 
and shakes her head like

■ any hard-working mother 
over the problem of ke.ep-
‘ing her imprisoned son in. 
a clean change of clothes.

"This is the hardest time 
of my life," she admiteed

one day last week? "ItTias 
always been a hard life, 
but now, now is the hard­
est. . . „

"Every day when I come 
here, the deputies search 
me — my .clothing, my 
purse, even my hair. Why 
don't they, search my 

,.heart?" „ * • -j
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I On'call by dnn3n^e'.coUrsnelJot 
r-rTtOday^ sessurn arw^pfofessofs 

~ JOb and Ray Se™ltz. _ demo­
- >alpluc■socioiggStSLS at the Uni­
'. versity of Soumern Californis.

DemograpHc sociology is the 
..s study of the make-up of s°cial 
, t and population groups wth re­

ference to their ethnic nrtlhe5.

rn. Cooper and his colleagues, 
.Russell E. Parsons and Emile

- -IZola Berman, hope to stow that .
uJthe 1968 grand jury was not 
„-i ethnicaRy. represjentaiiee of the 
J population of the county and

therefore could not by its very 
' . nature give a “fair and impar-

large,

JI
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

By JOHN DOUGLAS
HeraW-Examiner Staff Writer

-tial” heariM to Sirhan.
Defenee attorneys will seek tO i

rakn more California legal his-'1 A} an ^^mbeers ernferepre 
ory in the Sirhain Bishara Sir- with Superior Judge Hattert V. 
ian murder trial today as they ,walket, yest.ir’ciay, tefo^e and 
•eturn to court to again attack' prosecution^ lawyers aS^d fo 
:he county grand jury which p^^e ^LI^^^1^^^

A-3 
Los

Herald-Examiner 
Angeles, Ca!if.

ndicted the Jordanian immi- Angeles County Superior Courts'
’rant, for Sen. Robert F. Kenr.e- by matt on ther poUdes as-^ g the nomrnation of grand juror-S.ly’s murder ■ the nomrnauon of grana jurors.

” ’ ■ ' Had this not been done, any or '
Chini Defense Attorney Grant all of the 135/could have been ,

-. Cooper seeks to quash Ui. subponaedd into the armor-pht- 
frst-digrin murder indictment ed> eghth - floor Hall of 
on the grounds that the grand - - .
ury was urcorst■itulOrnayy cho­
sen.

Justice courtroom where Sirhan 
is being tried, to testify. Suchi 
a procedure could have tend­
ed the trial more than a month.

Prosecution lawyers believe
Bone of cortnnt:ion is the sys­

tem in Los Angeles County by i . - .
which grand jurors are chosen ithat opening ard closing argu- 
•rom lists of nominees submt-- mnFts in Cooper’s m^ton to 
ed by the judges of the Super- quash tlw Siri™ indictment will 
or Court. The defenee cortnnds take two days. Wto^^s caUed 
:hat the rom1iraiion procedure by both sidns ore expected, to 
serves to exclude members of .occupy;^ hurt’s time for at

Date:: 1/29/6 69

“certain minority groups” from U^st arothnr thrin days- , 
grand jury service. J;j ।

Whatever the outcome, the ;
grand jury argument will ex-1 
tend the Sirhan trial at least • 
five days. There is an outside , 
possibility, prosecution sources' 
said yesterday, that the argu- 
mnrt could drag on for at least 
two weeks. \ "-------Hj?
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Sirhan Counsel Calls 
133 Judges in Move 
to Quash Indictment

BY DAVE SMITH '
! \ ■ ' Times Staff Wrihr .

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's defense 
counsel subpoenadd all 133 Los 
Angeles County Superior Court 
judges Wednesday to testify as to 
how they pick their nominees for the 
grand jury. . d 

- The move postpones for perhaps a 
week the swearing-in of the 12 trial 
jurors seated last Friday. It also 
delays selection of , six., nltel'ia-re 
jurors and , the opening of 'the’ 
prosecution's case. . ,•

Thara was no prospect, however, 
that the 13>3 subpoenas would cause 
a parade of judges through Superior 
Judge Herbert V. Walker's .court­
room. . . ' ' . ... ■ 
. With anch subpoena, the dafensa 
included a questionnaiee for each 
judge to fill out and return, instead 
of appearing personally. -

Moves to Quash Indictment '
The questions'deal'with the racial, 

^hmc and economic backgrounds of 
all grand jury nominees since 1939.

Chief defense attorneys Grant B. 
Cooper argued Wednesday, as he 
has earlier, for a motion to quash the 
indictnreltt■ against Sirhan; accused 
of killing Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 
Cooper contended that the system of 
seating the grand jury excludes 
many classes, of workers and mieori- 
ties and is thus uncoiiatiluiienaL .'

Cooper said he intends to find out 
wither judges nominal only from 
their circle of .acquaintances, or 
whether they, make an effort to 
nominate qualified persons from all
siraia of society. ‘ c i.:-----  „ -...,.,...
-.(In. Los Angrlrs County, each warrant a trial, and that 
Superior Judge nominates two can- he felt it •"inconcr^vabte''
ddaaeast Jwenty-theee. jurors are that, any grand jmy, how- 
ultimateyycbosenby lot.) , ever constituted, would'

. not have indicted Sirhan, 
■ particularly in view of the

; fact that -,he deeenee does 
not deny Sir-han kilted Ken-
.nedy. j>

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov))

Two Judges Wilhug to .Appear
Of the 133' aubpoenras,^'26_wrre 

found to be undeliveaabee, the 
defeiite saiidl,'due to ' death, iUness, 
absence or rrtirentent of the judge 
from. this jurisdiction. ■ Of judges 
subpoenedd Wednesday, only two— 
Arih.ur . Alarcon- and -Edward 

•Brandiindc a desire to appear
'in court. ’ • • ■ , _

Judge Walker ruted that the trial 
would convene today to take tr’at—- 
mony from the two jurists and to 
give.the illal jurors nnoihrr probnb— , 
le date for-their awenring-in. Other 
judges who want to ap]paa-if there 
are any—wuudd be .head Friday, 

■ Judge Walker said. .- ,
I .Cooper said he will compile the 

■ answers- to the 'qurstionnaiees and 
add ■them to . other testimony- in 
support-of the. motonl_t0..qynah the 
indctmtent ngaina- Sirhan. ” ’ .'-1'

, „Cooper called.Dr^Robert^ 
( E. Schutz. a professor of -; 
'financefat USC, to de-1 
rarib^hte analysis of the' 
19GS grand jury's makeup 
in comparison- to 1960 .

. census figures for ■ the' 
county. • d

Schuhs testimony indi- 
.rated tha-the majority, of . 
eom.^te,is were oldei■, 
'wealtiner, better educated 
and from the least inte-. 

। grated parts of the county. 
I • Chief Dept. Dist. Atty. 
Ly.nn^L,CompiOLe_c.oup— 
tered C0bper's argument., 

_ with the contention that 
। claims of racial or econom- 
■ ic’^exclusipn fi-om -ht 
grand ‘jury were "rather 
specious" in the case 'of 
Sirhan, a Palestinian 
Arab./')

Compton poiri1trd out 
that .the function - of a 
ginndJU17 is. solely.to determine whether
evidence is sufficient torSi 
warrant, a trial -nrl

tU^^'
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Trial of StHum Bishara Sirhan 
on charges he killed Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy bogged down again 
today in a morass of technical 
detail as defense lawyess await­
ed responses from Superior 
Court Judges on how they 
choose nominees for the grand 
jury.. ? / ' •

The defense has served 123 
jurists with subpoenas and ques­
tionnaires on grand juror nomi­
nation as pail of the attack on 
the 1968 grand jury which in­
dicted the 24-year-old Jordanian 
immigrant for Kennedy’s mur­
der. The judges may either fill 
rut the questionnaires and return 
them to the court of Judge 
Herbert V. Walker, who pre­
sides over the trail, or testify in 
person.

By late last night, 55 judges 
had returned their question- 
maires. Judge Walker made to­
day at 5 p.m. the deadline. Chief 
Defense Attorney Grant B. 
Cooper wants to do a statistical 
study of the jurists' resposrss. 
He will have to base it on mate­
rial received through today, ac­
cording to Walker.

The trial will not resume until 
Tuesday, at which time Cooper 
will call Sirhan and his 56-year- 

.old mother. Mrs. Mary Sirhan.
One of the bases of attack 

'-poper is employing is that the 
" r and jury was un­
" nssttutionaiy chosen becasee 

excluded members of the low 
•' me TCL'p. He says the Sir- 

f ~ ,a~r? members of ths

_ARTHUR ALARCON 
Judge also appeared

nominees for 1968 a^revralrd in 
the judges questionnaire.

He has already testified that 
the makeup of the grand jury 
was not economically, socially 
and demographiaany refieciir’e 
of the proflle of the county as 
that profile is r-evr'afid in the 
I960 census. /

WilliamA.Goodwi#. Superior 
C0urF7uryXOmmsSfnr^ testi­
fied yesterday thatfor the last 
three years Superior Court pre­
siding judges have urged jurists 
to consider ethnic, racial and 
economic level factors in choos­
ing grand jurors.

According to Emile Zola Ber­
man. Cooper’s associate:

ths;. But they have not done it."
Cooper believes that if he can 

show’ that the 1968 grand jury 
was uncorsttu.ttionally selected 
the indictment charing Sirhan 
with first degree murder in the 
Krrrrdy slaying must be 
quashed.

If this .happess the present 
trail will be halted. However, 
Sirhan would not go free. He 
could be rr-indicted or brought 
to tribal on the basis of a district 
attorney’s ccmplaint. Mran- 
white. he would remain behind 
bars under the police warrant 
charging him with murder-''
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;?? w:ll be questioned..on 
" -■> (■Pornic status and
routing else, he said yesterday.

tree Superior Court Judges 
■.Vse yesterday to answer 
'ooper's questions in person 
rather than responding to the 
questionnaires. Z

Retired LosZngrlrt County 
Superior Court Presiding Judge 
Kenneth Chantry and Judges 
Arthur LZAlarcon and Edward 
Brand al! testified yesterday.

Chantry and Alarcon said 
they sought members of minori­
ty groups for .grand jury serv­
ice, but were often unsuccessful. 
They were not successful in their 
search for such persons for the 
1368 grand jury, they said.

Judge Brand said he did not 
believe in ‘'hyphenaied 
American^’ and paid little or 

' no attention to the ethnic back­
grounds of his nominees.

Brand and Chantry admiteed 
■their nominees in 1962 and 1933, 
the test year's in the Cooper 
argument. were affluent and m 
their 60’s and 70’s. -

Alarcon said he sought young­
er nominees. ,

All three judges pointed out 
that beside its functions of crim­
inal indictment, the grand jury 
was charged under Calffoniia 
law with responsivity 
for investigailng and auditing 
the various departments of 
county government. Great judg­
ment and maturity ri n^ded to 

. perform this task, they eafd
When coirt resumes Tuesday, 

.Dr. Robd Schultz,. Universtty 
cf Southern California pop- 
ulatton expert, will again toke 
theLeta:niS-tthis time to testify of 
h^^yets of the grandTjury
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awyers

By JOHN DOUGLAS 
Hera1^-•Examiee^ Start Writer

Siriimi would not go free, but; Asked is concuuston rh'e said:] 
.. , The makeup of the grand-

Deeen.ee maneuvering gets un­
derway today in the tohM B. 
Sirhan murder trial and, if suc-

the present trial wouM be felt- , . .
ed. He then could be re-indieled, jury nominees in no way shows'
or brought to trial on the basis a profito of Los Angeles Coun- 
of a district attotn)eyls com- ty."

cessful, it could end the trial plaint. Meanwhile, he would re- On the basis of Dr. Schultz’
Cefore’any evidence is present-’man in F'1 under a police findings, Cooper attacked the 
3dagainSytheadmtttedflayer™t charge him with grand jury cm two gr^ds:. 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. murder ! o First, that it was «nfair to

t Angles Countv’s chief Just how long dmenre aw sirhan became he is but 24 andLas Angeles County! chief ...... ...——tt---- ; .
mnerior court juw commissoni-prosecution argument °n the no member of the grand jury
>r WHliam Godwin, and at grand jury i^ue wdl take is was 30 or under. ei, yr** *♦!** ,- 1  k. nuliyrotinn mav
.east Two" Siiperon^ouri judges 
will be questioned about how 
the 1968 county grand jury 
which indicted Sirhan was cho­
sen. ■ /

The jurists, ArthurAlarcananid 
EdwaM BrandLwere among 133 

Superior Judges for whom de­
fense! subpoenas were issued 
yest4day. Each judge was giv­
en tie option of answering a 
written questionnaire about, his 
nominations to the grand jury,, 
or appearing personally to teft-• 
fy in the Court of Superior

1 uncertam. Some indicatinn may e Second, that it was unfair
come from Judge Walker today 
when he teUs the 12 jurors 
chosen to try Sirhan when they 
must return to court.

They were excused today, and 
will not be present during argu­
ment of the grand jury chaL 
lenge. They also can Mt be 
sworn in untll Walker rutes on 
the defenee attack.

Cooper told Judge Wkor yes­
terday that he expects the judi­
cial que.ftionnaires to be return­
ed to him bl Monday evening;.
Then they mtM be analyzed by" The grand jury that indcried 
Dr. Robert Schultz,. Universtty Sirhan included Negroes, Mexi- 
' popula-’can-Americans, and, ii■onicaliy,

became Sirhan comes from "an 
economically low level,” and no 
member of the grand jury, 
Schultz estimates, had an in- 
gome of less than $10,0(10 annual- 

■ ty-  _ . ' ii

R Although he mainaumed that, 
the sane legal principfes apply,' 
to Sirhan! case as have been: 
cited in successful attacks on, 
grand juries based on racial! 
exclusion. Cooper said he is not 
raising the racial issue here.

Judge Herbert V. Walker.
Alarcon and Brand declined— _

to answer the questionnaire, but of Southern C , u
within hours of rereivmg their Hon studies eXpert retained by one Arab.
subpoenas Seated a desire to 
testify.

i Judge Walker said he expect- 
'ed more judges to testffy.

Defenee strategy,, devised by 
Sirhan’s chief counsel Grant B. 
Cooper, is to challenge the con- 
ftituiionality of the grand jury 
selection system. If th° rirate- 
gy is successful the mdictment 
charging the 24-year-old Jorda- 
nianimmgrannt with Kennedy! 
slaying would be quashed.

the tefenre. I I Cooper insisted that he does
Cooper has militated he would not have to show that exclusion 

like the trial recessed mW thejof young persons and those of 
analysss is completed, but low income from the grand jury 
Judge Walker is resisting fur- ........... ’, - , , „ was prejudictal to his client.
ther delays rn the Sirrian The simple fact of exclusion is

Sriiuttz was the only wltillsf enough, he says. ..--- 
called by the defenee yesterday. 
He testfiied that he had com­
pared ethnici demographic anti 
economic data concerning n°mi- 
nees for the 1968 grand jury 
with"1960 census proflfes of Los 
lAngees County.

(Indicale page, Mme of 
newspapei, city and state.)
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* Chief Deputy 'Dist. Atty. Lynn 
D Compton disputed this.

He also argued that the grand 
jury question is_ irrelevnnt' be­
cause any' grand jury would 
have indicted Sirhan. He point­
ed to the fact that Cooper con­
cedes, “Sirhan pulled the trig­
ger that fired the shot that 
kilted Sen. Robert F. Kenrdy.’’

Cooper insisted that a' sub­
stantial ‘federal constituiional” 
question is rateed in Ris atUck 
on the grand jury system.

Dep. District Atty. John How­
ard, responding for the proeccu- 
tion, said that white the federal 
courts had agreed to look at the 
maW-of federal gran^^cr:v55, 
they had not involved them­

’ th state grana jury- se- .He s^d 67_ per cen'twejid’ 
^1. He printed out thaTtheT protessional or technical 
there was no question but that mien °r managers and t^U51 
the 1968 grand jury was chosen of 160 nominees lived in ballco^

aCcOrdancr with Caldoriua ly all-whiite neighborhoods, wuchi ■ 
’ ' ■ ■ he lisledl as “centeeed on Bri--

selves with state grand jCry'aV^
tecHon.

in
law. .

“The federal government‘tets
us run our own roilroodJ\.hv 
said. 7 .w?./

Judge Walker broke in,, from 
the bench to question this,, say­
ing: .

“In the past five yeJirs 'the 
federal government has said we 
can’t run our own ralteoad. I ahi 
not sur-e they won’t do ite in this' 
caset”' '

When court adjourned :yrarir- 
day, deterne aides said they.'had 
served siibpoeaas and question- 
lnairas on 80 of the 133 Superior 
Court judges they, sought. '.Ap- 
other 26 will not be lervea^ be­
cause the judges are retired 
.and either ill or out of town. 
;The balance of the au.bponaas 
will be served today.. t-?

Profiling the grand jurors no-
minated by the judges under 
subpoeaa, Dr. Schultz said ;he 
found that.88 per cent wvrv<45nu umL.S8 per cent ”vrv<-^.:-;—wans :

older-; 74 per cent had^t ^q nri rely on the^t^^or
least one year of college and 
mannecl graduate drgreri>

rrly Hills and including Brent­
wood, Bel-Ate, West1 L°s - An-, 
geVls and the PaUsades ‘Penin-
sula.”

He said 75 per cent of-the 
grand jury nominees lived ^ 
homes valued at more th°n $25' 
000 and 70 per cent had annual 
incomes greater than $10,00°.

Countering his argument- hat 
these figures were in maideed 
contrast to the I960 census pro­
file, Compton termed SdmR^ 
testimony ir■relevntt becauav 
he laid, th.e,19fla Census, is. oiit 
of date.

Thie Sirhan attack on, the
grand jury' is similar to,'that 
'brought test year, in the-.:Sul- 
Costr°■BOTn Beret case. De-- 
Ifense and prosecuton ottorneias 
1 have obtainra copies of llieJ00- 
page record in that case, .but 
Judge Walker said yesterday^ 
wants to establish a new-recOrd
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below/)

GRAND JURY ISSUE ;
5 ' Chief Depl;. Dist. Atty.

_.(that the 133- subpoenss'1 Lynn' D. Compton coun-( 
“ woud trigger a parade of

judges through Judge 
Walker's'courtroom.

■ With each subpoena thie 
defense included a ques­
tionnaire for each judge to ' 
fill out and return instead

tered Cooper^ argument1' 
with' the contention that 
claims of racial or econom-' 
ic exclusion from the 
grand jury were "rather. 
specious" in the case of 
Sirhan, a Palestinian

BY DAVE SMITH, ■ . y.
' r?.'6i?''!Times^StaffWrLie^ * ' > '

The prospect'of a week-long recess 
; in ;the 'murder ( trial (of (Sirhan 
’■Bishaia Sirhan arose Wsdnssday as 
ythie-' defense 'suLbpoensed all 133- of 
- Los Angeles County’s Superior 
- Court' judges - regarding them meth- 
■ cd of (selecting grand jury nominees.

of appearing personally. - Arab. . j (ideate plgs; ^mf of
’The qusationnaise's 14Compton pointed out newaPlP«. ciy and a‘ats.) 
questions deal with the 
racial, ethnic and econom-

■ ic backgrounds of Ml the 
• ■ peopee the judges have 

nominaiee to the grand 
jury since 1959.

■ ■- Chief defense attorney Grant B.
•• Cooper,.arguing for a motion-to

’iS^Md ‘ thatany grand jury would
? „ ■ not' have.. indicSed< Birhan,

Each judge nominees particularly in view'of thie 
two persons to the gran.d fact that the esfenee does
jury and from the pool of not deny Sirhan killed Ken- 

Fmore than 200, 23- are " nedy- ' ' - “ “
.’ seleceed by lot. - ---------—

that- thie function of" a < .
" grand jury is solely to •
determine whether TT
evidence is sufficient to lIL-l LO’ Angeles Time
’warrant a trial, and'that Los Angeles, Ca^l.
he felt it;_,linconcsivabSe"J

T V 4
Cooper callsd Dr. Robertl

. . - _. . . E' Schultz, a prO«^aorf 
quash the indictment against the "Wce^t USC, to, de-1 

. lemiteed alaysr of Sen. Robert E/s^e h‘s.ana^a of ^e
1968 grand jury's makeup.- ' . __ grand jury’ makeup.

Kennedy, contsnesd Wednesday in 3 comparison to I960 ‘ 
' that, the .grand jury is unconsttti-- census figuees for -the’
tional because it does not represent ■ '
a broad cross section of the popula-

■ tion.' ' _ ■ , 
.< Cooper said Superior Judge Her­
bert V. Walker indicaeed he. would 
grant a "reasonable" continuance-for 
the. defense to analyze the judges’. 

■ testimony Cooper said he would 
seek to have the mat;ter put over to

county. ■ ■
Schultz' testimony indi-. 

, cated'that the majority of. 
nominees were older, 
wealthier, better eeucatee 

. and from the least int;s- 

. grated par's of the county
"The people (on thie 1968 

prospective grand jury.pa-
Date: 1/30/69 '
Edition: Preview t»

\nSxtWSeneeedyy. , ' ., .^^Jnell'in no way approx­
. ^Tfererwas no .prospect, ho.wever, mate the profile of the Los

An^ees County, popular 
'tion," Schultz contihided;,-.;

Author:
Editor:
Title:

Dave Smith
Nick B. WilUmus
Kennalt

Character: 
or

ClassiticaUnn:
Anige3.esSubmitting Office:Los

I I Being Investigated

searched.. INDEXED.

/ JAN 3 0 1969
FBI - LOS ANGEESS



UBPOENAED IN SIRHAN CASE— Superior Court Judge Mork Brond- 
F e of 133 |Ud3.es called by Sirhan Bishara SirhBnS^ffi^ 
.ounssL^He is studying a questionnaire included with subpoena.
V ■ --------........... Tims photo by John MOImin
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Sirhan May Testify 
on Low Income in 

Challenge on Jury
BY DAVE SMITH

TinM> Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan and his 
mother will "in all probability" be 
called to the witness stand next 
Tuesday to testify to the family's 
low economic status since their 
immigration in 1957.

Defense attorney Grant B. Cooper 
said the testimony will support the 
defense contention that the admit­
ted slayer of Robert F. Kennedy was 
indiceed for murder by unconstitu­
tionally seated grand jurors who 
ramie from a much wealthier class

Breaks Into Tears___
Talking in the hallway with 

Cooper, Mrs. Sirhan suddenly shud­
dered and brought her hands to he 
face, then buried her face against 
Cooper's chest as shewed. .....

Cooper wrapped his arm around 
the diminutive woman, patted her. 
on the shoulder and kissed her on 
the cheek, murmuring "There, 
there, there now."

Tile cause of her outbusst was not 
definitely learned, M H was report­
ed that she was apprehensive about, 
the forthcoming testimony. Mrs. 
Sirhrnn has been described as very 
shy and very proud, deeply religious 
and emotionally anguished since the 
June 5 killing of the New York 
senator. •

Courtroom action Thursday was 
dlmtnafed by Cooperss attack on the 
grand jury seat ing.system as uncon­
st itutlonal because of alleged exclu­
sion of poor or unemployed persons 
or triose from minority groups.

As a Palestnian Arab whose fam-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

II-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, CaUf.

than he, and that Rie indictment ily is also poor, Sirhan is thus a 
should thereooee be quashed. member of at least two classes ta 

The trial was recessed until Tues- diHcmally unrepfesfntted on the 
day to allow preparatinn for further grand jury. Cooper contends.
argumient on the defenee morion.„ The prosecution centered—tn^

Cooper said the Sirhans'testimonyr—3espite defense sidles indicating 
would be kept "very brief," mid that 
it would relate only to the family's
incomd.

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, 55, a tiny, soft- 
spoken woman who has sat in the 
rear of the courtroom almost every 
day of her son's trial, broke down 
and cried at the close of Thussday 
mornrng'ss court session. '; =—s
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? that some exclusion does 
1 occur, trie 1968 grand jury 
' that indicted.Sirhan did in 
, fait include two Negroes, 

Robert. W Gar/tt and
। Mrs. AdeJAM. G<y and
। "Sven one' Arab-American
* woman, Mrs, Margai-gyE. 

Shalhoubr .whose father
; Was. Syrian and -whose 
. Mother was Lebaneee., - 

’ pA major part of Cooper's 
attack on the grand jury 

; selection- system will be 
: the "answers of the coun­
' tys'Superior Court judg-
(Vail subpoenadd Wed- 

.desday, on.how they 
choose their nomieees. 
Each judge may nominate 
two juoors, and 23 are 
ultimately chosen by lot.
-£ Most of the jurisss 'an-' 

Swared•tha subpoena by 
filling out a quastionnaiae 
included by the .defense;, 
but three^Judgas, .Arthur 
Lb ■ Alar/ii, Edward .Rk_ 
feand*™1 Kanna;h NT 

. Chantry/appeared Thurs- 
dayaites'noon to testify,_ _

;The testimony.^.these 
trrat—out of moro' than 
100 responaes expected 
over the waakend—tendad 
to support Cooper-ss claim 
that nominees mostly • 
come from the wealthries, 
older, better educated 

- strata of society, . .
But Alarcon and Chan­

- try also testified that they ■ 
• have tried in the past to 
find qualified nominees 
from among minority 
groups and lower income . 
areas. ’ • /'

Judge Brand, however, 
told Cooper he had never 
considered racial or ethnic 
background in any way in 
salacting nominees be­
cause 'Tye never con- 
carnad myself with 'hy- 

* phenated Americans.' To 
' me, there's only one kind 
. of American." . *

Asked if hi[s nominees 
tended to earn $15,000 or 
more per year; he said he 

, assumed they did and. 
„ added, 'It doesn't take 

very mutch t.o earn over 
$15,000 nowadyys:'1——y
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‘ By John Douglas „ J
Herald-Eaimlntr Staff WrUirr ।

County grand juries . . . 
how are they chosen?

Ite the system archaic?' ‘

Do they try' to accomphsh 
.too mutch in their dual respon- 
sibiliUes to the criminal 
courts ’and to civil govern­
ment? ‘ ’

These questions, 'will be 
iressed by defense lawyers in 
fe Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
murder trial this week as they 
not only seek to quash the in­
dictment charging their client

(Mount Clipping in Space Below}'

/

& (Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

In other states, such as New '“The 1968 Grand Jury ^dic--ji 
t , T ed Sirhan. It notes ths in ist

Ya-k, the County Grand Jury । ^ort in a 10-lne paragraph? 
is in session almost continua— The same report devotes 65 

ly, as it is in Caliiornia.•But( pages to the Grand Jury in-'
there is a difference. The I vertigaiion of county govern-. 
Grand Jury, except in very 1’ment. This was °ot a crirniML 

cirenmstances ' iinvestigaiOen. Much of R is .' 
cnciimsunces, .has based on the findmgs of an 

only tile power to rndtot tor audit team employed- each 
crime in New York -— noh—-year by the jury.. -
ing e'se‘ ' | Ths year the jury also de­

' 'voted its time-to investigation
of health services in the 
,cOuntyr,' a study of student un- 
iiest' and' civil disobedience, 
and.to a probe of inadequate 
frcilita‘i for’ the Coroner's 

, Office.

limited

But in California the Legis­
lature has given Grand' Jury 
many tasks. Summing them 
up, the 1958 Los Angeles, 
County Grand Jury reported 
to the Board of Supervisors:

f "Few citizens realize .that'' As the grand jurors noted in 
with the murder of Sen. Bote ' Califo^nia county grand jures ! .their final report: "Los An- 
ert F. Kennedy,,,but also to have two-fold functions: The geles County is one of the-, 

' ' ■ first, wel-kuown, is the crimi- largest; financiaI antarprims_
nal function; the second less ' "

.overturn forever California's 
unique Grand Jury system.'

_ widely recognized but equally .
—The law of every state i^lpf>rinnt, is the^civil or 

makes provision for some housekeeping’ responsibility.’’

kind of Grand Jury system. In 
the New En^and states, these 
juries are seldom called Into 
session—uummoned only in 
the event of major crmies or 
scandals. . "T:tk-?J File

All Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Calif.
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. in the wIsI .." The conduct J Judge Arthur AlarnQnt/who1 
 

: of this enterprise, and _the .tw^e a’ Criminal^ourts Mas^ 
' spending of a budget in'e.xces; ier Cate^ar Judge,' has su- 

of $1.5 billion is, by law, the parsed the jury, estimated 
. direct- burinlsrs of the Grand in testmoony at the. Sir-han

, Jury- ‘ '

7 The magnttude of the Grand 

; Jury's ta’k can perhaps be
fethomed by comparing the 

'• county with a similar metro-
•politen regten. . .

. Thie only municipal juriddic•;
-ton in the United States com-j 

parabte> population to Los

Angller County is the City of;
...New York. That city, divided I Co

, w a. complex one.
7- — -........ j and JuMJtwilldl I begins each September in the

ink five counties, never haslBrE2member of the Supe- year prior to which the juror
less than Ave grand juries 

, sitting simuttmeously:

. There are usually- twice that: 
number. Moreover, all- the ■

■ civil.'housekeeping’ functions 
performed by the Los An.geles 
County Grand Jury ar-e done 
by the New York State and 

New York City comptrolters’ 
office, eachi with a staff of 

‘ hundreds. •

In Los Angeles the 23 mem­
. tore of the jury can expect 
to meet four or five days a 
week, and be loaded with 
homework to study at their al- 
-too-rare leisure. Although, by 
; law, the jury must hire an 

auditor, usually a certffted
public accountant, that ac-1 the Sirhhan Wal, I’ convinced 
countant’s findings must be I that the decisions about the 
studied and approved by the [ countys harness a grand ju- 

juror’ before thiey can be fn-- ' ror i’ required to make also 
aiized.' .“' • ... I rrequires a person of lxir•tiot-
..........................  ' dmary intelligence and busi-

• ness acumen. “

.trial that a member of. the 
jury- spends some 50 hours, 
weekly on his task.-. :

For it he is paid. $10 daily 
when the grand jury is sitting, 
plus miteage” one-way af 10 
cents per mite. / .

- Kenneth Ci
Presiding Judge of the Los The ryriem of selection in 
Aniller County Superior Califonl.ia is a complex one. It,

ri bench' ’ince 1936, both 
believe that the time gr-and
jury service takes and the
judgment -required of a juror 
in his assessemnnt of the 
county’s business, necessarily 
limits service on t:h.e jury to a I 
few. • |

Unlike many juriddicUnns, 
California grand juries sit for 
a full calendar year. An ap­
pointee to the jury must be.
able to make the financial then subjected to a back- 
’amtoe demanded by tbi’ 1 ground investigation and stud-

Lyea£eLeeF.viCl':_An.1^,f ied by a committee of judges,
i npt self-employed, he must j winch may have from three to *

have an.employer who is will­
ing to, in effect, give him up 

for that year-. ■ -

Judge Brand especially, ac­
cording _to his testimony at

, .The element of racriiire of 
i time, Judge Alarcon and

Judge Chantry testified,' is the' 

major barrier they found in. 
• their search for young peopte 
and members. of minority 

: groups to serve on the jury. 
| Judge Brand ’ testified he 

' never made any special effort' 
J, to find either the young . or 
I the minority group .members,, 
| when the sought nomineer. He

retired • appointed people he knew-.

is to.serve. '

In L.os Angers County, each 
of the 134 Superior Court 
Judges is invited to nominate 
two- persons. Some do not 
make nominaiions, others 
name only a singlie person. In 
each case it is up to the ' 
individual jurist. ’

The names submitted are

eight members. ■ .
Some nams are winnowed'5 

out and the rest given to the 
county clerk. By the spin of a 

. wheel, he select,’ 34 names., 
, Summon.’ ar-e served on t:hese ' 
34,, and they appear before the 
clerk;, at which time, again by 
the spin of a wheel, 23 of their 
number are finally chosen for 
servtee. This selection must 
be made by Dec. 10 in the ' 

_year precedmg the year in , 
.which the juror is to serve. •

In criminal casesT^andr-in



quesfions invohih^ • the remo- tDeSense attorneys; believe' =
val oFcrvil officiass, which the (haf in many cases this study 
.Grand Jury also has the pow- 
.er to do, 14 of the 23 ju-
ors must hear the evidence
and concur before an indie-­

. ment or removal may be vot- । 
■ ed- '

. In its civil work, thg Grand 
Jury is divided into commit­
tees: Audit, Schooss, Social 
Service, Smog, Jahs, etc. 
These ‘committees are of dif- 
fernng size depending on their 
importanee and responsibility.

The jury makes its criminal 
.reported the Master crimi­
nal Calendar Judge and its 
final municipal report to the 
Board of Supervisors. It has 
the services of the District 
Attorney and his staff and 
other municipal offlciaSs .as 

, staff. .

/ It must hire an auditor, but, 
unlike other states in Califor­
nia the jury can not hire an 
attorney independent of the

. district attorney.
' Each of the judges who 
nomtaaeed a member of the 
jury whiich indiceed Sirhan 
has been asked questions 

' about_the criteria he used in­
. selecting nominees.   ^-<

i’ will show the judges nominai- 
। ed their friends. However, 
, many observers maintain 

that, given the civil responsi­
bilities at the Grand Jury, tliis 
'occurs because'the' jurists 
want persons whoee judge­
ment they trust.

Emile Zola Bermlint, one of
Sirhan’s lawyers says that the • 

- very nature of the California i 

Grand Jury system is S u c h 
'that "no w»Wng stiff can.

■ ever serve.” . ■

Becauee of this, he, and hs 
associates, Grant B. Cooper 
and-Russell E. Parsons, wUl 
attack the system at i.t:s roots 
—Hie rslection proofs and. 
the civil aspect. . .. .

They expect to fate their 
battle to the US. Supreme 
Court.. -

, Should! they prevalt, the Cal­
ifornia- Grand Jury system 
would fall. . „ ^-.,i JL.




