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"By MYRNA OLWER [
Rerald-Examiner Statf Wiciter © -
Tomorrow Sithan Bishara Sithan speaks, for him- TR
self, e .

i
It will be the first time the admitted Ki]ler of Sen
Robert F. Kennedy his testified publicly.

‘Defense attorneys want him to discuss his family’s 3
economic status, as part of their attempt to discredit
the grand jury which mdxcted him. The grand Jury,
they say, was not representative of 2ll age and eco- ‘
romic groups and excluded Sirhan's. * *

In asking him to testify, the attorneys take the
chance that erhan may lose his self control. _ 6

In and out of court, Sirhan has shown himself to | . , IDC\
be 2 volatile young man, and incarceratien has far Y, ’5
from calmed him. . Q/ 9'

. Bemu locked up bothers him a great dezl, indi.
ca d chlef mvestwator for the defense Michgel Ngg-

“He’s chmo:m the walls,” McCowen said.
(>4

he 24-year-old Jordanian defendant came casual-
ly to court one day, with more informal dress and less
decorous behavior than any of the handful of specta-
tors assembled to watch his battle for life.

Sirhan wore black cotton trousers, black shoes
and socks, and a.pale blue shirt that accented his

featuri.ignd the hollowness of his ev er paler and thin-
nm;face s .
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' Obfervers were surprised -at the schoolboy cos-
* tunie, which he had not worn publicly since NS pre-
liminary court hearings long before the beginning of
the trial. His mother was surprised, too. She had
bought him a suit to wear to the most crucial ses-
sions he will ever attend, and worried that he had
given up the formal, adult look it pretended to give
him. . 4 ’ !

Nervous, taut Sirhan spends his days in court oc-
casionally listening to proceedings; sharing questions
or jokes with his attorneys, particularly Russell E.
Parsons; reading trial transcripts or more mundané
materjals; and staring at his audience.

» He studies the people who come fo dissect him.
Sirhan stares at the few young girls in the courtroom
and smiles at those he seemingi% knows. He looks at
his observers, but flinches when his stare is returned.
Like a small boy, he at once relishes attention that is
unquestionably his, yet shies away from it.

: . o

.

! On a recent day when attorneys questioned pros-
pective jurors about thg death penalty, political lean-
ings and the youth’s agk, Sirhan yawned. He laughed
when juror Albert rico had difficulty answering
questions. Strhan spagmodically rocked in his over--
size chair, More nervadus than interested, he half-rose
in his seat to shift positions or to look over Parson’s
shoulder at materials on tha defense table. He slipped

f e

. - - - . +
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out of his seat 2 number of times, was finally re- '

s{FATed by his attorneys at the request of e pUli®s.
He jumped at a knock on the courtroom door, at
every sound, °

Sirhan rubbed his eyes, smoothed wavy black
hair, chewed well-bitten fingernails on his long, grace-

- ful bony hands.

-He stood politely when introduced to persons in

. the courtroom, sat down and kicked his chair and

kicked it again.

The ?ngry froung man wi%ed perspiration from

utton-down shirt col-
lar, edged his chair nearer the table.

_Sirhan poured himself a glass of water and savor-
ed it like a cocktail. - -
" “He doesn’t look like he could shoot anyone,” said

2 girl in a yellow dress, object of several Sirhan
smiles. “He looks so intelligent.”

'Being on constant court display appears to bother
Sirhan. For there is no place for him to hide.

When Suf)extior Judge Herbert V. Walker, who
presides, called for an in-chambers session or a re-
cess, Sirhan was the first person out of his chair. He

bounced, showing youthful energzy despite his long
captivity and loss of weight,~info a more private

‘worid, eager for a change, a break in his routine.

He moves quickly but quietly, politely. Friends

and family have always praised Sirhan’s politeness.
Ottt Roninity .

- = - fanan o S

3
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. Leaving his court house stairwell to return to his
place before the eyes of the fascinated, Sirhan ground
out 2 cigaretfe, -

. He smokes 2 lot, his attorneys say. He tried to
,give it up after his imprisonment, but has-gone back
to as many cjgarettes as he has time for outside the
courtroom,

‘Mrs. Mary Sirhan, 58-year-old. mother of the de-

!
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fendant, wondered about her son’s courtroom antics.

“It would make anybody nervous,” she said sim-
ply, standing quietly outside the courtroom during a
recess. Wearing a blue dress that struck mid-calf, a
black sweater and pumps with too-thin heels, her
greying hajr caught neatly in a bun, Mrs. Sirhan stood
with her sons, Aﬁel, 21, and Munijr, 30.

The trio daily earns a smile and sometimes a
wave from Sithan. The mother, unshielded from press
and public, is calmer than her son, although some-
times given to tears. )

“I get my strength from above . . . every day be-
fore T come,” she said with a pleasant but fight-
lipped smile. N

N

o >

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is a troubled young man.
The trouble shows in his actions and reactions as he
sits at the Jong defense table in Department 107 of the
Superior Court in and for the County of Los Angeles.

Tomorrow is his day fo speak.
Prunverseiivord® R

A i 4
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troubled young
man. The ,
. frouble shows
.in his actions.
and reactions
- as he sits af
the leng defense |
table in ,
Depariment 167
of thé Superior
Court in and
for the county
of Los Angeles.’
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. proceedings as

-

“marble wall

Raane o L Y

coptured sopne of the -
drama of tho Sirhan .
trial in thefe shots

tak.en in the Hall

of Justice. Above:

Rofloctions on a

mirror the mentul

reflections and

spaculations of
visitors and

officicls wa:‘)ing'

+ to guin atcess to

“the courtroom.

Left: No two
spectators have as

much interest in the

Sirpun’s mother

Mary and brother
Adel, who leave

the courfroom arm in
arm. Defense attorncy
Grunt Cooper {belo\f/) ]
waves a hand as ho
emphasizes a point in

talk with newsmen.
T asistunsn
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WOUNDED YOUTH. SUES
SIRHAN FOR $I MiLL!ON

"A $1,050,000 damage suit
2gainst Sirhan B. Sirhan
was filed in Superior
Court Monday by a .17
year-old youth who was
beaten and shot at the
same time Sen. Robert F,
Kennedy was fata
wounded.,
Irwin
ner
plaint he was "wrongfully,
unlawfully and violently
assaulted® by Sirhan at
thé'x’fﬁ?assador last June

e ¥ Y

et o it T

5 "and struck i m and about
the face, arms and bosdy
and was shot in the leg.”.

, Stroll, a student who
was at the Ambassador as f
a member of Volunteers
for I\ennedy, asked $30,-
000 in general damagcs

-+ and $1 million'in punitive ;

damages. He is represent- !

I

ed b attom%

3

irnan currently. is

sfanding trial on 2 charge’
of murder in the death of
Sen Kennedy. x5 ”

PR P
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AR g < Sll'han :S both m;,and *

Lo YL young, the defease has arc'u ,
Sichan -

'ﬂ'@sfe‘,m@w '
S@ga@maﬁé@ﬁ
E:@%' 'ﬂ’@@%@gj i e e s

¢d Sirhan, given the facls m'
the case. Cemptea

inted .
Tt Superior Coﬂﬁ'ggﬁ?,é;

ou
Herbext o1t V. Walker, W . pn‘

Chief Dep Dxat Atty Lyna D.: ¥

Compton, in-charge of the pro-,
secution, has countered that any
grand jury, ‘ro matter what ns
,membersmp, would have indict-!

B P adrmtted in court that' their,

*Ielient ﬂr%d the shot which k:.u;i

&d Keanedy.: ., |

Cooper seeks to ha»e he i

By JOIN DOUGLAS
F O Mera-Examiecr $1aM Writer
g Sirhan Bishara Sirhan foday ¢ -
Is scheduled to break his long!
'sience and testify in Supenor;
Court in support of a legal Imove,
ﬁto grevent his trial for the ad,
mitted slaying of Sen. Robert ¥.!
Kenzedy. l
b - Except for.a few monosyila-
bic answers {0 procedural ques-
tions in the preliminaries of ius
case, today will be the first nme
the yourg Jordanian mzmvrant
has spoken publicly on the wit+
ness stand since his arrest for
Keanedy’s murder the morning
of June 5, 1968, in the Ambassas
d;r Hotel's Embassy Room
Ktchen, x C }
According to Grant B.
chief of Sithan's defense team |
the 24-year-0id ex-stableboy will
testify only -about his economic
condition, There will be no ques-
tions about his admitted slaying
of the New York senator and
presidential aspirant. -
and his associates,
Eniile Zola Berman and Russell
E. Parsous, contend the 1958
Los Angeles County GrarG J ury
which indicted Sirhan was un
constitutionally selected be-
cause jts membership did not
include either poor persons, of
anyone 30 years of age or

younger. .

;i

(L"’é

'
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dictment against Sirhan
qﬁiﬁ“ﬁ'ecause of the makeup
of the jury, .

Sithan was unemployed at ‘the
time of the Kemnedy murder.
His_assets totaled around $1700
= the proceeds of a compensa-
tion case settlement — but this
money was under the control of
his mother. He carried four $100
bills at the time of his aryest.

The mother, Mrs. Mary' Six.
kan also will be calfed to the

stand today. She will tell of the
family’s struggle since coming
kere from Jordan in 1957, Bis
bara Sirhan, her husband, left
the family in Pasadena to re-
turn fo Jordan, -

Mrs. Sithan was left the sole
support of ker four sons and a
daughter, now dead. At the time
of, the murder she was working
in a Pasadena nursery scheol.

Nearly all the 133 Superior
Court judges entitled to make
romination to the 1968 grand
jury have been given question.
naires’ by the defense asking
about the criteria they used i
selecting their nominees,

Three judge;
Edw.

4 thir grand-jury-selection
process Jast week. Chantry and
Alarcon said it was difficult for

serve because of the financial

Isacrifice demanded by a year's
service on the ggand jury.

AR R TN e RIS SN r ’:‘.’l
of Southern CalifornTa Popwa-
tion specialist, has already testi-
fied that no member of the
grand jury was under ‘36 and
that rone had an income of less
than $10,000 annually. Judge
Brand testified that his nomin-
ees all had incomes of more
than $15,000 2 year. iy
Dr. Schultz is analyzing the'
resulls of the questionnaires
submilted by the judges and
comparing them with the age
and economic profile .of the

untry revealed in the 1960 fe-
deral census. He will be recall-
od to the stand today. e

Cooper has told Judgze Walker
that pe believes he can com-
plete his attack on the indict.
ment and grand jury system
during today’s sessicn of court.

If he does, the next order of
business will be the swearing in
of the 12 jurors alréady selected
to try Sirhan. This may come
Thursday. After they are sworn,

the 12 will be sequestered
(locked up) for the balance of'
the trial, which may be as Jong
as three months. They will be
kept at 2 downtown hotel, but
may be-visited by their
Mspouses of record” on week-
ends under 3 precedent-setting
order issued by Judge Walker,
€ the swearing 0T The 12

them to find young persons and juross six alternate jurors must
membeérs of minority groups to'be chosen before opening argu-

iments in the case may begia.
Selection ¢f these alternates
‘™may take as long as 2 week,

= Dr, Rooert tz, UniverSITy b osecution sources répoet, g
S————t - pez e Ea W - -

(-

i
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’RFE{ W@rker
Sues Ssrhem
For Ms!it@ﬁ ;

* Sirhan Bxshara Su'han,
on trial for slaying Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy, has been sued im*,
$1, 000000 by/a. Kennedy cam

ADg
2 suit 1 Supenor Court charg
ing he was shot in the leg,
beaten and violently assaulted
during Sirban’s alleged
on X\ennedy at the A
Hotel June 5,°1958.

Attorney Ba Rose said
yo Ken.
nedy campa , Was
walking withAhe Senator when

the assassinfition occurred

The suit asks $30, 000 for medi-;
cal and hospita] expenses, pYus
estimated loss of earnings, and
$1 million in punitive ¢amages.

Sirhan, ‘2 low-income worker
all his hfe, maintains 'he xs
without funds while held in
County'fia‘ﬂ

B e

‘Lﬁg

1 -

r
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ECh‘ief defense attorney Grant B.
per sought to quash the indict-

ment against the admitted slayer of
Sen. Kennedy on grounds that
the grand jury selection system is
unconstitutional because it doesn't

for First Timg,
Tells of Poverly

His Mother Also Ta!'<es
Stand, Expresses Thanks
to U.S. for Food, Home

BY DAVE SMITH
Tives Starf Writer

Sirhan . Bishara Sithan, on trial for
the murder of Sen. Robert ¥,
Kennedy, eagerly took the witness
stand"for the first time Tuesday to
testify that he was an impoverithed
youth in this country.

After ‘his brief appearance, his

represent 2 broad cross section of
the population.

Superior Judge Hexbert V. Walker
denied the motion on two grounds:

1, that it was irrelevant to the’

proceedings, and 2, on its merits.
The trial was adjourned until
this morning, when the 12 accepted
jurors are to be sworn in and whacn
;selection of six alternate jurors is
to begin. .
Opening staterments in the trial
proper are expected next Monday or
Tuesday. .
" The short, slim defendant strode
quickly-to the stand about 11 am.
and said *I do," when asked to tell
*the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, so help you
L

Confirms Net Earnings
Under Cooper’s questioning, Sir
han was called upon merely to
confirm that income tax withhold-
1ing forms were indeed his and that

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city aad state.}

JI-1 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif, -

mother, "Mary, testifying with head his net earnings from 1964 through
bowed and voice subdued, captured 1963 totaled only $5817.70 or an
the interest of courtroom spectators, average of $1,163.54 for each of five

own poverty and after she was
excused from the witness stand, the
55-year old woman stood—she fsn't
quite 3 feet talleand told the
courtroom in a clear voice:

*I thank God that He gave me the

Just after she had testified to her V€3

s,

i Chief .Dep. .Dist. Atty. .Lynn D,
Compton questioned Sirhan only
briefly, asking his-age—to which
Sirhan smiled, hunched forward and
said eagerly, "I'll be 25 next month"
-——and whether he gave some of his
earnings to his mother.

Sirhan said he gave money to her

strength, and I also thank the when he could and admitted that he

,United States, that I never got
hungry and T have a roof over my
head.”
It Just Came Out’

| Mrs. Sirhan told reporters later
that her outburst was unplanned
and that it just came out. I was so,
glad to have a home fo Iise my
children.”

The testimony of mother and son
was to support the defense conten-
tion that Sirhan was indicted by
grand jurors who came from a much

wealthier, older and better-educd®™Gmings a5 2 houmsiecpal BT West- -

¢IESSYOaAN he.

got most of his withholding taxes
back from the government because
yof his low earnings.

In his eight minutes on the stand,
Sithan spoke more than he has
‘publicly since he was indicted last
June for killing the New York
senator,

Mrs. Sithan followed her son to the
stand, blinking rapidly as Cooper
gave a rundown of her earnings
since the family immigrated to
Pasadena from Jerusalem in 1937.
-Cooper revecled that her net

-
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minster Presbyterian
Church nursery school in
Pasadena rarged from 2
minimum of $1,471.40 .in
L1938 to a2 maximum of
$1,77256 In 1966, «

Mrs, Sithan -was em-
ployed throughout 1968,
even after the assassina-
tion, but was terminated
last month Wwhen attend-
- ance at her son's rial in-
terfered with her work.

"Mrs. Sirhan also testified

that 4wo other sons who
lived at home, Adel, 30,
and ‘Munir, 21, sometimes
gave her money "if I
needed it” but that, she
said, was "very little.”
Munir earned an aver-
age annual net of $1.-
51005 from 1966 through
1068, and Adel earned an
average net of $3,899.70
from 1937 through 1967,
Mrs, Sirhan said she
Jbought the family home at
6% E. Howard St. in
Pasadera in 1963 for $12,-
_ 000. She and her daughter,

Ayda, who died in 1963,
cach contributed ~ S,
toward the down payment
and the mortgage cost $7:0
a month, she said.
Then '‘Cooper asked,,
*Well, how do you keep u
the payments? I mean, do
you have a car ¢f your
own? How do you get to
work?" >
*Walking," said Mrs.
Sithan, e
'Do you economize in
other ways?* Cooper went
on. Do you Iake your
own bread, for example?”
*Yes, I do.” 5.
Cooper had no more
questions and Judge Walk-
er had excused Mres. Sirhan
when she suddenly paused
and startled the courtroom
with her impromptu state-
ment. -
Judge Walker smiled as
she spoke, and Cooper, at
the noon recess, gave Mrs.
Sirhan a big hug and told
her. *You did fine, moth-
ef.' . (R SUUE.. ]
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| FAMILY’S FINANCES |
RECOUNTED AT TRIAL

Follg: .um s the testimony c{ Cooper then read into the rec
Sina Lishara Sirhan and his ord tbe witholding statements
mother, Mrs. Mary Sirkan, at which showed that Sirhan had
yesterday’s session of the trial jedrned ret wages o f $105.34),
in which Sirnan is accused of [working for Peak’s, and $1339.69
the murder of Scn. Robert F. {working for Elite "Motor for a
Kennedy. e 0f $1437.03.

The Szmam testifled as to
their econgmic status es part . 2
of an unsuccessful defense Jvan
wigve to preriurn the indicts
ment egainst the yourg Jor-
danian immigrant on grounds ' Q=D
the 1968 Los Argeles County DaVi
Grard Jury included %o poor !
“parsons,

" "‘:ﬁ‘ﬁ.'i

A—-Yes ‘su'

asadena'.’
es, sir,-I did, '
then said that his cli-

’ an
+Chie] defense caunsel Grant eritqsmnet iricome for 1395 was

B, Cooper -directed the ques- | oy 1006,
tioring as Sirhan preceded ks “3 Yéyolw Mﬁ“ﬁ?‘ 'VOJ
wotier to e stard, no?

Q~What is your name?

tk for

ihat s yo &«Xes “Sir, 1 did
A~-Sixtan Sirban. Q-Ard did you wyed for the
Qw-dre you toe defendant inianfiliseh Constrfion Co.? |

this action?

A--Yes, sir, Iam,

Q—-Your motker furms;e?diu
with coples of your witsolding{ttr o |
oA for7 thedye: ? é;;['f:;‘lg that Sirhan's HST
ggﬁoﬁ?@ﬁ?&?}fyﬁh e "m?om(for 1965 was $2212.45.

'A—(Very loudiy),Yes, I do, | Sirhan was ojured when

’.D:; ¥ Do y " at' Peak's- stirown from 3 horse while work

Dr?-- Jon g w0 --—mm" oa tre Corona ramch and

asaﬁana p 4 19049 " SJ"beQJ“m!Y l'eCew ed 3 Comptn‘
A=Yes, sir, 1 did. sation scitienfat of $2000.

Q-Did you work for Clardace. Q-Did yor dx:u;o*!\ in 12;7tfgr
W#—% aer . . . that is
__%Hoo ing, who is P10 KEONE aSermmer=fmrree s " Offanic

ite Motor fervice . .. h'!-‘oods. 138 N. Lake, Pfsade-

A—Yes,
Q—And t8atis in Corona, Cat

1£,?

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

you-work for Jack E.
- | e——

ch 1a Chlt ' 1064 and 1965,

Niipaleinly, F@;ﬂ,

4 Q~(By court reooxter) How
. do you spell Weldner?

., A—~(By Sirban) W-cid-ner,

A—(By Cooper) W-e-id-ner,

Q==You ¢id work for John H,
Weidner — that is the Organic

iace? .

A=Yes, sir, X did.

Cooper said that Sirhan's net
income in 1963 up through June
4, the day before be admxttedly
shot Kennedy, was $752.35,

In cross-examination, Prose-
cutor Compton, after asking
Sirhan his age, turned his at.
’|teation to Sirban's home life,

* Q-During this time did you
ive with your mether?

A-For the most part, -

Q-—-Were you attending
school? ‘

A=Yes, sir. ] !

Q--What years were you in
1school?

A-=1534, 1955, 1986 , ., I\o 1t

Q-That was Pasadena Clty
Coltege? i
A—YXes, sir
Q—»Dzd you tura over the
ouey from these parttime jobs
to your mother? :
A-Part of i, yes.
Q--Did you ever give her any
oy ba(\(’
*ﬁ—ch, sie, I did, ooy

P-,}_sac.vna 1%y
o esn Si:! I :

0@@9

b
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ber son to the stand. -

She sat ercct in the chair, but
she is only four feet 11 inches
tall and was dwarfed by the
walnut witness box. She was
dressed fn 2 black suit and
wore a gold brocade blouse.

Cooper reviewed her tax re-
furns from 1958 through the end
of Jast year.

She testified she had: workcd,

Lfor the Westmiaster Presbyter-
ian Church Nursery School 2ll
‘that time.
Q-Are you working there;
now? :
A-No.
Q--When did you last work?
A=Jan. 15.
During the roon recess, Mrs.
Sithan explained to newsmen
Ishe had left her job because of|i
'the trial which she attends near-
1y every day.
" *“My heart is here,” she said.
She satd that the school had

back when the trial is over.

Obviously proud of her work,
she opened her wallet and
showed photograpas of the
¢lasses at the school. As she
riffted through the photo case,
there were paoto"rap’xs of sev-
eral of her children, There was
roze of Sirhan Sirhan.

Cooper  asked Mrs. Sirhan
about the family’s life in Pasa-
dena.

Q—-Did you get paid every
month?

A=-Every two weeks.
Q--How muéh?

A~$92.21 I took home.
Q—-During all this time dd
Sirhan Sirhan live at kome?
A~Yes, sit

Q-Did ke contribute morey
to the suppert of the home?

A=-Not any regular amoust.

Q--Did ke buy bis own
clothes? —
S-Yes, sir. “

*

toId her she could have her job!

Mrs. Sirhan barely whispered' -Did he have an aulomo- |
when she Took the oath following bile? —

A~Sccond hand.

Q-Did he pay to operate that
autonmobile?

A=-Very much.

Q—Did he give you money?

A-If 1 needcd it and he had it
v o Very dittle.

Mrs. Sithan testified her
youngest son, Munir, 21, also
hved at home and paid o boa'd
and room,

Q--Did Munir give you money
when you asked for it?

, A~—Yes, sir (pause) . . . very
little.

Adel Sirhan, 39, al:o Tived at
home and paid no board, ‘\Im.
Sirhan testified.

His income was the highest in
the family ard, according 10 tax
records put in evidemce by
Cooper, had an average annual
income of $3399.70 for the Jast 10
years. Of Adel, Cooper asked:

Q-Did ke belp ... did he
oi:fe you money if you nceded
it? ’

A~Tf he dad it

Mrs. Sirhan testified Adel s 2
musician, He plays in an Arab
night club in Pasadena.

Compton, in cross-examina-

hon stowed great interest in.
the home the Sichan’s are pur-
chasin

Q—-Are you making payments
oz this house? s P

A--Yes,

Q--How much are the pay-
meats?

A~-$70 a2 month..

gas and your {eleprone?

;A—Yes-

Q-—And you have 2 television
set?

A-A sccond-pazd ons.

Cooper, on re-direct examina-
tion, asked Mrs. Sirhan:

QDo vou have an a;torro-
bite?

A«No.
~Q--How &0 you get to work?

A=] walk,

Q—Do you bake your own
bread?

a"Yebn

Q-=izd you save in ot*'er

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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irhan's 1

- By JOHN DOUGLAS

on. Morsi-Examiaer Stait Viriter

Last legal roadblocks cleared,
the trial of Sirhan Biskara Sir-
han oncharges ke murdered
Sen. Robert . F Renzedy moved
mto 2 new and cmcxa! phase
tod Y.

=Tbe eight men er:d four wo
Taen who will decide the 'young
Jordanian’s fate are schedule
to be-sworm in Jater in-the day.
Qoce sworn, taey will be
sequestered  (locked up) In a
Gowntown mwotel for the dura.
tion of the trial.

LThe way was cleared for
smeamv the jury yesterday
when Jhdg»e Herbest V, Walker,{Iep:
"whopresides over the trial, re-
jected 2 defense motion to
quash toe indictment charging
Sirhan with Kenmedy's murder,
Chief Defense Attorzey Grant
B. Cooper argued that the in-
dﬂment s"zomd be dismissed
hiccause 'the *1533 Grazd Juxy
|\as improperdy chosen in that it

~mded 70 PO0r Ppersons and &0
one under 30. )

Snan is 24 and.nis family s
m Q AO'-' mCO-n"e gr%’), it was
brought out in testimody yoster
day.
> Both Sirhan and his'mother,
Mrs., Mary Sa“an, 33, testiffed
yesterday about the farmly fle
ances.

When sie had completed Ber
testimony Mrs, Sirhan electd
Sied the court by standing fathe
witness box and dec‘amw

‘“‘E"fm God who gives me |

strenoth 1 mar‘k the United
Statea abo that 1 never 2o
kungry aed that I have a rooi
over my head.” ,

She explained to nevwsnien lat.
er that she made hrer little
speech because:

“They were making me look
like a poor woman,

“I bave God’s blesing. That
is what'I had to tell them,

“They say I make little mon-
ey,” Mrs, Sirhan continued in
ber thick Arabic zccent, “That's
rot"what is poor.”

Asked if $he was relieved that

epiieds

“Well, it dida’t hurt me,”

Will she testify again later in
the trial?

“I¢ I am mesded.”

Mrs. Sirhan is scheduled to
pay another visit to ker son in
the isolated ;al visiting room
atop the Hali of Justice today
when couct adjourns. She last
visited hira last Thursday.

(ow is Be bearimg up under

0\1'7 “CUMO‘C.

“He is the seme . ., always
the same,” she answered, tears
welling In ket eyes.

Next order of tusiness n the
Sirzan trial is the selection of

six alternate jurors. Tals cannot
be doze until tc° trial jury takes
its oath, The alternates, too
oace they are selected, will be
sequestered,

Prosecution attomneys expeet
it will take from three days to 2
Fnsarusrontl Nrsmmarasin ™
iwezk o chacse the =X aler
nates,

oy
I they

are frredt, RIS

oo
meuns that Lp”‘ 2"." 31“~11‘Kl‘(b~

kar testimony was over, she

i Stenadela tri I X
ia the often-ce uyed ,zozﬁﬁ'éb ASE UNDER 50’214@

{B3n mext weeX.
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Two prospective alternate jurors
i The murder trial of Sirhan

Pishara Sirhgn were unseated by
peremplory/Challenges by Loth tie
prosecutydn and Gelense. Mrs. Z2na.

L [wis also was challenged on legal

groynds by the prosecution aftexr she

told Superior Judge Herbert V.

Walker that she could decide on the

matter of innocence or guilt, but

'that under no circumstances could |

she ever vole 3 death penalty. She !

was only the thind person in néatly
80 prospective jurors to cppose thet

death penalty, Five alternate jurors .
have been chosen and one seat:

remains fo be filled, but both sides

have ‘11 peremptory challenges re-

maining, which could forestall the

start_of testimony -untjl latc next

Wweek. ! Sormmoe® |

K
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Jurors -
Hunt F@:!s

By JOHN DOUGLAS

Herald-Examiner Staft Writer

Lawyers in the Sithan murder

six alternate jurors to hear the
case of the man accu<ed of the
murder of Sen. Rohert F Ken—
edy. .

morsing’s %ssm \on@ were
chosen.

so opposed to foe death penalty
that she would never vote for it
in a murder case, no matter
what the facts.

Secret questioning in ke
chambers of Judge Herdert V.
Walker, presiding at the trial,

Ied to the dlsquahfxcauon of
Mrs. Bernadine Hol

Five, pro»pectwe alte'nates .
were  examined: during thisg

" A Los Angeles yoman, Mrs. 15
Linda 8. atre was ex-
cased because 42 said she was

o :
She is 2 clerk for the Los
Anc'e!es Départment of Water

and Power and lives' in La
Crescenta, . ]

It was learned that she told!
Judge Walker that her opmms!

of Sirhan were so strong thatj

his defense lawyers would have
to prove 10 her ke should not be,
sent to the gas chamber for fxrs‘t

degree murder. i

At day’s end yesterday there’
were only five tentatxvely ac-!
cepted altemates seated in the’
jury box. When the session
opered there had been six. .

trial labored without suceess| Defense and proseculi
today to complete selection of exercised one perempt

lenge during
<ton. Perem;-tory challenges are
those for which Jawyers need
give_no reason.

Each prospect s questioned
in the judge’s chambers about
religion, political beliefs and
the effect publicity inithe case
Tay, have had on the. prospec-
tive juror’s judgment. smmemiwm>
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‘Defense attorneys in the Sir
han Bishara Sirhan murder trial
expect the admitted stayer of
Sen. Rohert ¥. Kennedy to go fo
prison for the Killing, dut they
bope to save him from San
Quentin’s gas chamber,

This startling admission came
from Sirhan’s chief defense
counsel, Grant B. Cooper, y¢s-
derday as defease and prosecu-
‘tion continved their so far un-
isuccessful search for six alter-
’nates for ke fury which will try

would {ne fdefense concede Sir-
han shot fKennedy, but also it
would not.-attempt to win an

acquittal for him.

During a recess, the defense
lawyer said that this “has been
our plan 21l along, but we have-
n't said it publicly before.

“I thought it was time we
did,” he conciuded.

Defepse sources said Sirban

was aware of his fawygrs’ stral;
y a:zd aocepted it However,

T zeameeees g

Si‘ HAN’% HCEEE
AVOIDING D DEATH

Coopers COUTLrOOMm  ANROURCe-
mezrt appeared to upset the de-
feadant in the Kennedy assassi-
nation casc, 3
Yaw was teatatively seated as
an 3alternate juror yesterday,
but despite this, the case moved
no further toward final selection ’ '
of the six alternates. They must
be chosen to supplement the 12

proceed

TRuxance Depart- '
had been teatatively
seated as an alternate Thur

1y challenze late yesterday.
When court reconvene$ Mon-

day, questioning of another
prospective alternate, Gordea

Wilsen, & plumber, wil re' ‘ﬁﬁf—“x %

cc@ﬁ”
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ARGUMENTS OVERSHADOW REAL ISSUE

—“Tirhan, a Palestinian immigrant,{
.. has been in jail since June 5 and hisv
, mother, Mary, 53, Is the only woman

he has spoken to since then.,

. BY DAVE SMITH
Times Staft Writer,
In five tedious .weeks of legal
preliminaries .and -jury.selection in
the murder trial of Sithan Bishara was wearing b fire-engine red dress
o fa . iohts ‘tha i , »
Eéiﬁ“g.’ tﬁté si;o'utilzr%t_&dth’-h't.s tha ¢ and Sirhan followed her with his
“The accused slayer of Sen. Robert | 7% to her seat, then stared fixedly
F. Kennedy has moved to stage }at her for much.of the aft.emf)on.
center only ohce~in eight minites ' She usually tries to avoid his gaze,
of routine testimony that was ruled but at one point their eyes met
irrelevant raore than a week ago., | briefly; he nodded slightly and gave
. The grim cause of this cumber- ther 2 faint, wistful smile. , ',
some and expensive trial—the kill- . She Jooked away, and his face
ing of Sen. Kennedy—still remains a . went stony, eyes blank, and looked
reality, whose point is blunted by away also, A moment later, his eyes
abstractions and arguments, It will wandered back to her.
take the blunt.impact of testimony ,  Sirhan never dated girls nuch
—~descriptions of the shooting last before last June. Now, perhaps, he
June 5~to drive home to-a dulled.  never will. e, ST——
bourtroom what the trial isallabout! ' _Theslender, paledefend- .. . «
| ' "But untjl that day, there ate other' ant §s interested in the
*pictures, little ones: ! “pumber of reporiers who
Sirhan, who announced last Week 1.¢a come all this way just
in an almost eager tone that he will to cover his trial, and Fri-
be 23 next month, seems to have a 0 COYEr s 8aL
mercurial temperament as jury se- 4ay Jrés something of a
Jection drones on. At times he sits in Jandjpark 3o him: Boris |
a brooding silence, then breaks into  Oreknov, New York cotre-.
i&‘ﬁlﬁ?éxe wrll; s %oer,»;h‘grtga ddgiigz‘; [Jent for the Soviet
Sel, compleie wi S - - s
and pats on 1:h’e back. spaper Pravda, was
On Friday, he was in an unusually 3[pong the spectators.
animated mood, even giggling at fIt was.for one day only
several whispered comments. He -f-Orekhov is in California
almost seemed not to appreciate the Jn another assignment—
but still, it shows what
. wide interest Sirhan has

seriousness of his situation,

But perhaps, in 2 way, he does,

A pretty blonde reporter has’' . oated. ~ > ;
attended almost every session of the "y, the second row of
trial, and Sirhan always notes her spectators and journalists,
entranceg and exits with an apprecl- 5" shabbily dressed older
ative eye. & . T San telling another

TTIman was
enviously of what he'd
heard ‘about the n3ndiing

*

On Friday, the blonde reporter
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| Prjudks, who will be

confined day and night

" through ‘the two or three
' . nate jurors =— or could

! months the trial Jasts.

*Those jurors,” he said,
'they got a real nice deal.
They get $3 a day and the
best of cats. I'd like to «et

a'deal like that.*

Jurors actually draw $10
a day for jury duty, and
they'll be allowed $330 a

! day for "eats"--$130 for

breakfast, $250 for lunch.
and $450 for dinner.
“They'll be kept at the
Biltmore and will be out of
contact with their families
and friends, except for
weekend visxts from a
spouse, at his or her
expense.

As the trial prelimina-
ries drag on, 'prospective
jurors are excused, ques-
tigned, galienged ‘seated,
dismissed——it is a process

" ‘Eschel, sits a tiny,

'

that could end inThe next
five minutes §f both sides
wou'd accept the six alter-

stretch over another week.

Neither defense nor
prosecution attorneys are
telling precisely what
they're looking for in an '
ideal juror, so the court-

Toom waits.

In one row, & correspon-
dent for an Arab-lan-
gauage news agency fol- |
lows the wearying
pro‘ceedmga

Immediately hehind
him, writing i ebrew,
sits Roni_Eschel, corre-”
spondent_for ghe newspa- '

per Maariv of Tel Aviv. |
And immediately behind
gray-
haired woman who from
tiree to_time Wnteb down
her own thoughts, in Ara-
bic, in a small blue notes
book. She is Mary Sirfian.

" 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. By Jekn Do 1528

teirsTd-Lxziniver $lafi Viriber

Somelime this week, 18 men
“goed and true” will begin an
experiment in communal Ny
ma v.“nr‘x m»v 1ot a quarter- ;
of 2 yonr ard end with their
decmm{, wé:eﬁwr 2 young
man wiil live or due,

And soms of theze I8 ‘:good
nen and true” are-women,

They are the jurors and 2k

ternate jurors in the Sirhan
Rrnara Sirhan murder trial,
he Cesignation “gapd men
2 !,Je" ar*p“eB tquﬂly it
the hivzo of the law to male
21l female jurors,

e 1§ wdl Live in _sn‘_érd_f' ‘
“lation i1 Covaiowa Lns Ans
gewes’ Billmare Hegel,

Their material needs will be
ministered o By the hailifis of
1 w Superey (’ﬂ et of the

Tate of l,ahfwrm 1 and far i
t‘m County of Los &nontes,

t
And therr spirdual pesds
';'»'.2! 7ot e megieoted,

’
; Supericr Judze Uerbast vy
Walker, @ key layman of Hie
Towenpal Caured, has seen {o
tiat,

At his reguest, His BExeel
lzacy the Right Rev, Fra»
Eric Blow, Bishap of tie
\ngeter  Eniseopal  Diocese,
has agreed o appomnt 2
chaplain to the jury, The se.
ecton of this priest, who will
"= 21 Anghican ministering to
rr ovross no matter whal
Poor tath, will te announced
L < u,g@ n. \ e

f‘:'\g i*\ J i
QL:,"L ( E‘]\‘A u: ”u

i [J"’)ﬁ

“This \xee,sc»d the jurors are On weekends, and-shonld.

il home, end the alternaldeTid™ TTiial, last that Tong—ot

have not yet been chosen, But honda)s-»-tl'my will be taken

they will be this week,

Once they are, they will be destination , . .

serjuestered (loched up) in the
Biltmore,

on trips. Disteyland ks one.

Knotts Berry
Farm another, .

Deputy Shenff Willard Pol

Court attaches forecast that hemus; J udéa Walker’s bailiff

this sequestering may come
hur«nay. following the Lin-

¢oln's  Birthday bohday on TOTS-

which there will be no Sirhan
trial, .

For the jurofs, the Biltmore
experience will in many ways
be like living in a prep-school
dormitory, But the prefects
will rarry guns and wear
uniforms of Los Angeles depu-
1y sheriffs,

There will be zalf a dozen
stationed on the Biltmore's
sixth floor, where the county,

has taken over a fyll wirg of

=) roomg for the jury,

Each jurer will have &is
owa room for weich the coun.
ty will pay $3 2 day, The
tepnty sheriffs wiil be housed
in rooms costing §8 daily,

When ke jurors want priva-
€y they can stay in their own
roeoms. If they seek the socie.
ty of therr colleagues, they will
be dbla to do 59 m two recre-

ation rooms. Televeia will
¢ avalibke--but censored b
2 deputy who will make sufe
taat £o television news of the
trial is availadle to the jurors
and alternates,

Jurors will zlsa te zble to
read rewspapers 2nd maga-
zines, but all reference to the
Srhan ease will have been qut

[tom these before the jurors

see them.

* nayrmratn ™

for the last nine years, will be,

“social director™ for the ju- °,

Hz\has done this job
before,

I3 jurer wants 2 dtink, he

can _have, ore, provided bs
doesn’t want too many. But,
ke will have to pay for them
himeelf. The County of Los
Angeies dogs nol buy liguor,
Weekends the jurors c2n be
visited by their wives 22d
tushands, if they have them,
The visits can extend over-
niget, if the spouse is willing -
;c;d pay the Biltmore §3 for 2

Meals will be paid for by
the county 2t the rate ¢f $8.39
2 day. If a juror wants more
food, or more expoansive food,
ke has to pay {or it himself,

When the trial is concluded,
the jurors will krow each oth-
er better than nearly any’
‘group in the world.

Among themy will develop
irxerdyuns and perhaps even
fove ., . .

s~~-hd perhaps hate.

L ...

0t & Aty

2.//-8F
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‘BY JOIN DOUGLAS
Fera'tExsmincr $tal Wriser

Search for six alternate jurors
{0 koar {he case of Sirhan Bis-.
hara Sirhan, adndited slayer of
Sen. Robert F. Kennddy, ro-
sumes today. )

Defense and prosecution at.
tormeys spent thiee days on the
tedious task fast week and end-
ed Triday ro nearer complelion
of {ke Jury than they were when
tey began,

A nyuibor of factors compli-
cate the sesrch for fhe aler-
nates, ' :
| Feraps the most importan
e Is taet for the first time
since Sirzen's trial begaa Jan, 7
8 oot of Superior Judge Here
tart V. Walier has beea faced
owila oulright admitted hostitity
an4 grejudics toward the defen-
dant, on the part of the prospec
tive altaraste fuross.

- Wille none of the 39 parelists -
examined in the search for the
basic trial jury of 2ight men
and four women admitted Ze

could wd give the 24.year-old

JC\K’:‘.\- n LAUX&'J'quant * fair tk& b N M)
s i 6 . w2 courtroom, £ prefudiced
trial, ia one day last wedk dares, a“gecm-t Sirhan, A

rrospeciive alternates were

&% Porry answered:
Cised Becouss Sy tes:&ﬁ'g;yvpossibiy."

rotnicly that they could rot 2l
would nod gova Srhan 2 fairi
R

.
b YRy

At weelds end - fotal of five  Taat was lhe cnd of bis tenure

=pivipects Liad boen excused be-

cause of self-admitied bias to
ward Sirhan,

This rew factor. s of major
concetn to the defense counsgl
tesm-headed by Grant B. Coop-
or, It is sorething that Emile
Zeia Berman, New York City
attorney whd has folned the
cefense stalf, has feared for a
ong time,
¢f its results is that the
Cefense §s being, if anything,
mors cavtions ia the s2lection of
alternates than it was in
oassiing the fury dtsell, .
i Cegper, Glscussiag the state of
pend of e fuvors fowand the
roental capacity of als client,

ne

fends to repeal his questions.
£gain ond ogeln — wnlll B2 IS sequently so is the start of

53 prospective allernald THoes
Anolter prospect, in the in
chambers secrot bearing, told
Judge Walker {hat, as far as
she 'was coucerned, it would be
tp to the Cefense to prove to
fier that Sithan should not be
convicted of first degree murder
snd seat to the gas chamber,

Tte prosecution, too, has had
is provlems,

Two prospective alternates
tis week tostificd that they
coyld rot in conscience vote the
death penelty in any case of
murder, mo matter what the
circumstances, They, 100, were
oxcused.

Toe vpshot of these difficul
ties s that selection of alternate
jurers s bogged down, and con-

ehsolttely sare ke §5 wderstedd presentation of evidence against

= by andersiands gha aer,
Wrils this repetition s 2t first’

hard to fatuem, its p

came ckar Jast wy

hsid .

Perry had fne 1prough dasic

uestioning fy Judge Walker in

vaier he had said thet he be-
lieved i the “American concept
of iustice that says every defen.
daxd s presumed innocent patd
proven otherwise.”

In a secret inchambers hear-
ing oefore the jxize, he nad
been guestioned 2bout Bis politl-
cal views ard Ris pre-concep-

27

AdaY
tions, if any, about the <ase,
and kad passed,

But- fisally, near the exd of
nis questioaing Cooper ask

Perry U e, considernng every-

thing ke khew and 2ad teard in

Sirhan,

This deadlock will be brokea

fase ba sometime 1288 week, the attor
'k in_the neys believe,

Bt neitrer side Is TTAETHY,

[0 Guwry
2-//6F
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+ Merald-Examiner $13df Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sithen arGer
trial teday as District Attonm
Evell J, Vouager spent more
‘tan half en ho.:r i3 2 secret]
confzrence with 'lawyers for
both sides In the chambers of
Swperior Court J.:d"e }xerben
‘7 W R\epu

Neitior Younger nor defonse
altoraey Grant B. Cooper weyld
dlscuss the conference,
The dhstrict attorney parried,
.m’hcnsqucsnor:s Dy s 3xrv~
Afraid T can't tell you any-
L..hp, sorry.”
Coopte saldy “1 have zothing
to suy.”
Except to seek modification of
@ court order dimiting prdlicity
m the case of the admitted
sieyer of Semator Robert T.
'<eurc~vj, Xoww bas tofen
[ittie part i the Sirhan trisl,
His cbkiz! <aputy, Lyzm D.

tica, Comr 32 was r.oh p'eg.ut
for ¥ co'xiere azd has oot
been .n court for mo past three
trisl days.

Q‘::';e the trial begen Jaa. 7
b 'has frenmently bec*x abm..,t.
attending 1o oiher business

After getting off to a dela}ed
start, the er.«a’x trial this morn-
ing again bozzed cown in the
-°i ction of a;temate juross.

izat prospective alternateés

\,,eg. excusad becansa they 13y g
vitead tho court service during
the lingthy trial would be
hardship fo theny

xm.uy, Urs. F,!.mo* 1y

ot - -
an atternata,

Complon, has lad the prosecu.!

{Mount Clipping in Spaco Below)

. . v oy
“1
N[ANT Lo a
AR
. A 1’-»»'»4J§T~J

"1 o
e U"Mﬁ*

\n;. Landgreen, mothes ©f
thrce, and cowntown Lose Ao
geles resident, Is the wife of an '
insurance company pensioa ad-

New mystery syrrounded 12¢\ninicteatos.

She tostified sha is nol abso-
Iwtely oppossd to 1be deoath pets !
alty, but would oaly wvole tog
impose it in “most ctt"eme
¢asss.”’ . '
Agﬂm foday Sithan took Litlle
emt in the oot P oce'-mngq
ound k.
Entermﬂ eoud, s eyés
éou,,‘lt ot ’*is family. Spting
hem be gave his el wave
fand thon procetded Lo ignore
them and the rest ¢/ARD spacte;
tors, Michael Mcfuwan, caief
investigiaod tw g ing cfense,
gave the Eiyef oid Jowlanian
from mnf 2¢ p} cf 2 potitieal
f'aﬂet which it .5 r\.(lyé a(tm,.t-
ted slayer spent 2 great da] of
itime swdmo >
Tee Jeafiet wia s eaptionad.
“Sivhen Xvew the truth, We

JAmETicans c!o ot koow.”

i
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Younger Pays: Sumnse
Visit to Sirhan lna!

Confers Wlth Attorneys for Both Srdes,
Stirs Speculahon of New Development

. BY DAVE SMITH

¢ Times Statf Writer -

, Dist. Atty. Evelle J.
- Younger paid his first visit
~to. the murder trial of
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan'
-Monday, " causing specula-’
stion that 2 new develop-
" ment may be forthcoming
~in the case against the
-admitted killer of Sen,
' Robert F. Kennedy.

+ Younger met with
“prosecution and defense
counsel in the chambers of

. Superior Judge Herbert V.
* Walker.

Both sides said later
“they had discussed scale
"models of parts of the
cAmbassador, where Sen
!\enredy was shot last
June 5. They declined to
“comment further.

Also on Monday, the
*Hexen and prosecution

Afilled, thh nine perempto-

? ';: %
,;.‘ - *‘g
ground throu“h examina-
tion of 22 prospecuve al-
termate jurors, winding up
at the same place they
have occupied for 2 week:
five alternates tentatively
seated, one seat to be

ry challences still availab-
le to each “side.

Two Ien were excused
on legal grounds when
they said they were op-
posed to the death penalty
and could not vote a death
verdict under any circum.
stances. They were the
first men among more
than 100 p I?ectwe jur-
ors to voice this position.
Five women also have.
expressed opposition to

pxtal punishment and",
2lso have been excused on l
legal grounds. =~ -

CI@ZW
2Jl F
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"] sfon that this additional alter-

2 - By JOHUN DOUGLAS

S
&

_The Los Angeles Police Deq

> hu'axg{xammr,snn writer,
0nly the selection of one -al-f
ternate juror delays the start of
presentation of the prosecution
case in the Sirkan Bishara Sir-
han munder trial, "

aiGrant ‘B. Cooper, chiéf de-
fense counsel for the 24-year-old
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert
. 'Kennedy, ‘predicted at -the
<lose of yesterday’s court ses-

3

:

wmate would be chosen by today.
.-The Sirhan jury will have six

the five so far seated in the jury;.
Doth sides.: '
_“According to Cooper, if selec-
dion of the alternates is complet-
ed by.noon today, Chief Deputy
District Attorney Lyan D.
Compton, who heads the prose-
cution, can make his opening
statement Thursday. "Wednes-
day is 2 boliday—Lincoln’s
Dirthday. .. .. .

.. :Prosecution and defense attor-
neys conferred with Judge Her-
‘bert V. Walker presiding over
the trial, yesterday on “some
major carpentry that will be
.needed in the armor-plated,
eighth-floor, Hall of Justice
courtroom where Sirhan s
being tried before the prosecu-

0

~partment’s; special Sirban (3

-Kennedy was shot.

-stead of letting the jurors visit

box are probably acceptable to]

rearrangement of the small

to the courtroom since the 'Sir-
han trial began. Compton waslg

nate jurors were examined yes-
tgrday. Two alternates, tenta-
tively seated, were removed b

- ’ - IO i
ASE AR open its case. 'IE‘ secution and defense

of the Ambassador Hotel, the

~~The larger mockup will give
the jury a view of the scene of
the crime, It will be used in-

1b the scene, ‘

duced in evidence, Cooper said.
o Both‘. models are very large
and will require considerable

courfroom,
Dist. Atty, Evelle J, Younger

Full Sirhan Jury’/
Expected by Today]

‘Three

O —y

L

¥

Mrs. Eleanor Lan

personally TOUKTpary I yesiers0l an asurance: ¢o

day’s conference, his first visit

absent. - . ,

" Cooper said other matters be-

sides the models were dis-

cussed, but neither ke, nor

Younger, would discuss the coa-

ference. ' :
A'total of 23 prospective alter.

enge. Two replacements were

sexected for them.

Most of the jurors excused.

Sy

yesterday were let go after zheyi

testified it would be an econom-
ic or family hardship for them
to serve during the trial, which
mav _fake as long as three
moaths. g —

PR |

sion administrator,
Miss Ruth Stillmag Los An-

eles fire insurancd adjuster,

prospective alternates

SKyere challenged by Dep. Dist.
-force has constructed two scale Atty. John Howard after they
“roodels—one of the ground floor|saig they had strong convictions

, { ainst the death penalty. In
chel: of the kitchen off the ta\io cases, Cooper oppoge% th
hotel’s Embassy Room where pi-osecuuon cha 1lenge.
third, that of Mrs. Cheste
was not contested.

All five alternates tentatively
seated in the jury box could be
X sthremoved by defense and prose-
the hotel. Security consider-loution perimptdry’ chall?nge-—
ations for Sirhan rule out a Visitlthose for which the lawyers
: , R need give no reason. However,
; : « “The second model—that of thelCooper believes t ive
Jlternates and Cooper said that!y, o ™ oy probably be intro. nowpe;'e ;i eﬂe' \:?isll 1’?; ;h:tugl‘l(;
satisfactory. ‘

They are:
Clarence Xaw, Los Angeles
businessman. -

any pen-

RPN

W

=

i
;

ife

Joha H, Jphnson, 2 computer:

o

S G@SIgner,

Mrs. Bertha Fe

(

an electrician, )
Unless challenged, these five,!
and one other, will join the tria)l
Jjury of eight men and four
women jr hearing the case
against the Jordaniaa immi-
c?g;_\'gra‘ht. Should 2 regular juror

o b fwrre

*

wife of;:
i

,:z"/-”'éf

-
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fall ill, of for some othér reason
be disqualified; one of the alter-
nates, chosen by lot, will take

his place ' vﬂ

“The alternates, as well as the
jurors, will be locked up in the
Biltmore Hotel when not in the
courtroom. They will be housed
In private rooms in a wing o
the hotel's sixth floor, They will
take their meals.in 2 reserved
section of the Biltmore’s main
dining room,

Hushands and wives of jurors

nd alternates will be permitted
to visit them overnight on week-
ends. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ihan Change of
(&)

@: 3 .« ;rw F “,
ea Seen L
Admission of Guilt May Shorten '}

N
p et p 15 o &
T rial and Bring Life Sentence
, BY DAVE SMITH |
. -Yieses $1a58 Vrber

Sithan Bishara Sirhan probably  Reason for Switch Told
will plead guilty to {first-degree he willingness of the three
murder in the slaying of Sen. Ropert defense lawyers to change the plea

SO NP |
N -]

-

f

‘F.'Kennedy, it was learned Tuesday.
The switch from an earlier plea of |

innocence could come when the trial

reconvenes Thursday morning, and

would result from either an under-
standing or a firm belief that a life

ty. * . -
Such a change of plea would make
it unnecessary to try Sithan on the
question of guilt or innocence and
would reduce the trial--once ex-
pected to consume two or three

sioly o fonly a few days' duration.
The only likely obstacle would te

plea.

day afternoon with Sirhan, his
mother, Mary, and brother, Munir,
to discuss the possible advantages of
2 guilty plea.

Sirhan has been described _as
fearful that a change of plea cou
rob him of the chance to publicly air
his reasons for the assassination.

Sirhan’s own refusal to change his Jconsented about two wesks 2g

Defense attorneys huddled Tues- *

ds sald to be based on their
conviction that, while psychiatric
evidence would not warrant a death
penalty, they could not hope for 2
jury verdict of less than first-de

murder. '

They are confident that !i;é

term would be the maximum penal- I psychiateic evidence ‘:oty both sides
‘would block any effort t

0 secure a
‘death penalty. Instead, they feel, it
tends to support the defense conten-
tion that Sirhan's diminished men-
tal or emotional capacity mitigated
the degree of premeditation that

months — to 2 penialty hearing, pos- |must be proved to warrant a death

penalty. ,
i They are so confident that they'

allow the prosecution's psychi
consultant, Dr, Sex:
examine Sirhan.

It was believed that the prosécu- '

tion, after considering Pollack's
findings, substantially -agreed with
the defense assessment.

il Lt

2t
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¢t was also believed that Siiperfor|”Younger and Chief Dep. |

P rel - N roe 2 AR A

.

« Judge Herbert V. Walker is inclined  Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Comp-

to accept the.change of plea, with
the understanding that the matter
would proceed immediately fo soma
+ form of penalty trial before a jury.

Under California law, whether a -
person pleads guilty to first-degrec -

' murder or is convicted of it, the only
two possible sentences are death cr
- life imprisonment.~ ‘
Yeounger Makes First Visit
© Speculation on a possible guilty
plea has been rife since the p?ea of
. Innocence was first entered last

! year. Matters came to 2 head Monday,
morning, however, when Dist. Atty.

Evelle J. Younger made -his first’

visit to the trial, ‘
After a half-hour session between
prosecution and defense counsel in
Judge Walker's chambers, both sides
were uncommunicative about the
‘reason for the meeting.
It was.learned, however, that 2

possible change of plea was dis-!

cussed. .

Then Younger himself, in 2 televi. |

sion interview Monday night, gave
added impetus to the speculation
when he commented cryptically that
the Sithan trial could take *three
months or three days.*

A change of plea is one of ths few
things that could reducs the triil so
drastically after foretasts of months
of testimony and nearly six weeks
already consumed with preliminary

Jton enlivened the specula-
tion stifl further Tuesday
when they said the prose-
cution would not be will-
ing to accept 2 guilty plea

to either manslaughter or
sécond~degree murder.

They did specify that they
:Would have to consider 2
;plea of guilty to first-
| degree murder.

-The defense has indicat-
&d for some time; it was
Jearned, that it might con-
sider a change of plea.

i Younger's Stand

. Younger is believed to
Have taken the position,
however, that before ac
cepting aplea of guilty he
should have the full bene-
+{it of the results of the”
- police investigation and of
Dr, Pollack’s evaluation of

*' Sirhan.

o SR E T F I bt W en g g - cen

S e S

.. Got No Comment .
I made it convéntent,”
he said, “for appropriate
officials in govermment to
express an opinion fo me
~they declined and made |
no comment or recommen-
dation.*
uffhe regular jury was
sworn in two weeks ago,
and six alternates were
sworn in Tuesday morn-
ing, after questioning that
was remarkably cursory
in contrast to earlier,
methodical testing by both
Sides of cach prospective
Juror's” religious, political’
and social views. | '
+ It was noteworthy, also,
that the prosccution made
-no mention this week to
{ prospective jurors of the -
possibility they might be
asked to vote a death
penalty,
“The last alternate =c-

first interviewed the de-
féndant, Younger in-
formed persons close to
, the Kennedy family that
1.the acceptance of 3 change
Hn plea was being dis-
cussed, and the Informa-
tion"was received roncom-
mittalls,

+ Younger himself re-
vealed Tuesday that he

motiens and selection of 12 regular had offered the Nixon

and sixX alternate jurors.

<Administration an oppor-
tunity "to make any com-
-ments concerning the dis-
position of the case"tm $0
far as it may have interna-
Alonal implications.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“-Soon after Dr. Pollack !

ce~dlection process and pro-
ceed,

s sworn,
Aliss Gloria J. Halfey, was
questions y. in
chambers and nof at all in
open court, Shefwas the
anly juror, amohg more
than 100 prospedts, to be
“accepted in such a man-
ner. . [

<ui Adds Speculation
““This remarkably rapid
and uncritical acceptance
further deepened specula-
tion that both defense and
prosccution were eager to
dispense finally with the
{ime-consuming jury se-

v
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" Judge, Walker, mean.|
-while, after swearing ‘in
the alternate pancl, re-
leased 21118 jurors until 8
p:m. today, when they are
fo report to the Biltmore

Pl ebbset 2 e kR

" death penalty "only in {he
most extreme cases.” .,
The dsefcnda;gt“s mot{z'er,
Mary, 55, told reporters
.aften;rard, *They seeni
like nice people. I must

to! be sequestered for
however long the Sirhan
trial will now last,
» Dep. Dist, Atty, David N,
Fitts accepted Miss Haffey
“on behalf of the prosecu-
tion and announced that
: the prosecution would ac-
cept the alternate pancl.

,g}i)efense attorney Grant ;

Cooper, asked whether
the defense wanted to
exercise another peremp-
fory challenge, said "Your
Honor, I'm happy to an-
rolince we have a jury."
~*.In addition to Miss Haf.
fey, the altermnate panel
included George Stitzel, a
Los Angeles Times press-
room foreman; Miss Ruth
A. Stillman, an insurance
adjuster for Firemen's In-
surance; John H. Johnson,
2 “computer designer for
Scientific Data Systems;

: for them and may
‘;?}?{give them the light,’

"}, -Defense attorney Emile

"+Zola Berman said of hig
‘planned opening state:
( ment for the defense;
L "We're going to-work in

” all the problems that makeé

{ up Sirhan Sirhan and
explain how he ticks or
doesn't tick” .
Noting that the trial
would be recessed for
Lincoln's birthday, Judgé
Walker adjourngd
proceedings until 9:30 a.m.
Thursday and told the
- jurors “enjoy the holiday
and take care of yours
selves.” e
The judge told the jurors
that facilities for confes-
sion and Mass would be
provided for Catholic jur:
ors and that an Episcopal
| priest will provide Jiturgis

Clarence Yaw, & purchasep_{.cal. services for Prote-

for Standard, 0il of Califor-
nia, and Mrs, Eleanor B.
Landgreen, a Temple City
housewife, mother of
three sons, | v
. Johnson s the only
Negro among the alter-
nates and the 12 regular
Jurors sworn in earlier,

., Mrs. Landgreen is the
quly sworn juror to come
close to opposing capital
Punishment. She admitted
under _questioning that

$he could impose the

7
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Focus

By JOHN DOUGLAS
'Herald-Exammer $taff Writer
Murder is the name of the
erime~first-Cegree murder.
Robert F. Kernedy, junior
senator from New York and
presidential aspirant, was the
victim,
- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 24,
stands accused of this murder,

mex B oy o ' o
; z i | i o : -

’ Z - @ @ﬁﬂ g m f; @ @! 2‘?{{ { |eutor’s statements 2gainst ‘the
‘ - J B manuscript of s own

—__Hg will frace Keanedy to %

. ‘ mpion s going for the Juau.
‘lar(%osuhan admits siaying Kep-

redy, end his lawyers concede

ke camot escape punishment,

But they want that penalty to be
paid in prison, not in the death
house. The prosecution wants
the -jury to {ind the youthful
*Jordanian immigrant guilty of
first degree marder, and then,
in the subsequent penalty trial,
{to condemn hirp, .. .

Bermin will Jister carefully
to Compton, checking the prose-

§

Baelk

K

o¥ |

opening. . seeking where Yo
counterpunch, ’

Listening, too, but
defense table, will
lawyer--Abdeen Jaj
troit, an Arab,

- $pof near an fce machine in the
{ Embassy Room kitchen, {There,
ke will say, Sirhan, with 2 .22
calibre revolver in his hand ard
malice in his heart gunned

' ng/at thei‘
anoiber;
ra of DC';

and, if convicted, could lose his
own life jn San Quentin Prison’s
.gas chamber,

These grim facts—the reasons
for the Sirhan murder triale
have been obscured in the past
few weeks 2is defense and prose-
cution Jawyers. haves stepped
through the delicate minuet of
juy selection ard preliminary
motions, : *

They will be back in perspec-
tive tomorrow when Chief Depu
ty District Attorney Lymn D.
Comptoa opens the case for the

down the senator,

Sirhan admits the slaying,

end denies the malice,

While there is little argument

ebout the basic facts of Kenne-

dy’s murder, Compton , says.
“there are {hings people don'tl side, a

know.” The chief prosecutor
will reveal these in his opening
speoch.”

Compton’s remarks will be to
the jury and its alternatés. But
{bey will ring lowdest in the ears
of e man whose fate they are
designed o seal—Sirhan.

Seated at the tzble with the
diminutive Jordanian will be
the one of bis attorneys who has
vet to say.10 words in the triak-

People of the State of Cah‘for—,
nia, ‘

Compton will detail the facts
of the crime, and announce how;
ke and his associates, Deputy
District Attorneys David N.|
Fitts and John Howard, intcnd
to establish them,

Near the jury box as Compton!
speaks will be a scale model oft
the ground floor of the Ambas-
sador Hotel. The burly chiefi
prosceutor will refer to it again
and again as he traces th§ slain
sepator’s movements early the
morning of June 5, 1963,

Emile Zola Berman,

Soon after Compton finishes,
Berman will break his silence, |

He kas been selected £o make
the opening speech for the de-
fense, Berman, and his ¢o-coun-
sel Grant B, Cooper and Russell
E. Parsons, had two optiong as
to the opening. They could
immediately follow Complon, ¢
dxfer until the conclusion of
presentation of the state’s evi
dezce. . ‘

The defense strategy is to
move as rapidly as possible to,
teke, the edge off Compton’s
presentation—which it admits
will be very damaging:

man of the Sirha

Jabara i a source of friction
in the Sirhan defense battery..
To Parsons, ke is 2 valued
consultant. To Berman and
coper he s often & thorn in the.

.He appeareq almost ymnoticed
shortly after the trial began last
month. At first ke spoke 10 ro
one and declined even to give
his name to newsmen, (

After a few days ke was as-
sigred a seat next to the defen-
dent’s mother—Mrs, Mary Sir-
han, He chatted with her in ber
rative Arabic, and appeared to
comfert her when.trial develop-
ments disturbed her.

Pressed for an explanation,
Defense Chiel/Investigator Mi-
chael MeCok entified “J3]
2] 2s a Jawyer who was help-
Ing the defense, at his own

expense, in the translation of
certain Aragz;ziocuments. Me-
Cowan mentigned entries in Ar-
[ abic in the diaties Sirhan kept.!

B

! Q-/3‘57
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| JThen Jabara left Los Angglﬁ

Yesterday he returned, and in]
response to questions, Parsons
identificd Rim 2s a “consultant
to the defense,”

bara at the recommendation of
an Arab lawyer practicing in
this city, whom ke declized ‘to

. Parsons said Jabara was ad-
vising on aspects of the Arab-

“He says te was inwted ‘there

1ation.,

3 said he has represent.
od Arab groups, but does rnot
have &5 a client any Arsh na
tion, or Arab nationalistic or-

He 'said ke had ‘selected .Ja.|[§201zation,

The defense views the Xenne-
dy murder, in part, as a politi-
cal assassination. As it seeks to

‘identify, prove that Sirhansacted under

‘dxmmxsh capdeity”—that his

Isracli conflict 'which affect the|Without the dement of malice—

defense. Jabara also prescribed

Parsons believes that it may be

‘2 reading list of pro-Arab liters- iCcessary 1o show ibat obses-
‘ture for defcnse Eggpsel to read. sion with the Arab- Istae‘ﬁ Stmo'
i “He is most valuable to sixe,” 816, 2nd Kennedy's avowed es.

Parsons said,

b‘hﬂc’ that the Arab otton"e)

was atte’nptmg to turn the Sir-

han murder trial into a forum

for arguing the Arab-Jsraeli em.
“I won’t do it,” said one.

He said he was interested in the)

was “relevant” to Sirhan’s de-

the Sirhan trial “may bring
better American undexstandlnc
of Arab-Jsraeli prodlems.”

‘Newsmen lcarned this of his
background

Ipousal ¢f the Isracli cause

But from other menbers ofipreyed on Sirkan’s mind, Wit-
the defense battery came grum.[Resses will be proauced to festi-

fy to this.

But not, perhaps, for a month.
First, t’xe prosecutors will have,
their innings and, through the.

broglio. use of €0 to §0 witnesses they;

will seek to coavince ke jury,

w1hfu.1 delberate, premed.z

Arab-Jsracli question only as itfated murder.”

{These witaesses will be police-

fense. men, technicians, perhaps news-
But be added thath"expectedmen and above all friends of

Sen. Kennedy who saw the slay
ing,
iiucleus of the defense case

is/will be the Sirhan family, com-

patriots of the young Arab, and

He is- a member of & smallia team of forensic psymiat{ists

firm of young lawyers in De-,
troit, His firm has 2 civil rights-
Ltype practice and has frequently
;represented hippies and tenants’
‘councils,

He js active in Arab arral&m
Detrolt and Wayne County,
ch‘x and has several times
sooken on behall of the Arab
cansesat.Wayne State Universi- |
ty. . "

“The tmc arena of this con.
flict will become the mind of
Sirhian Sichen,” —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ¢
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Sirhamn Trial
,:'%\E’géﬁl?ﬁ?@ﬁ?#§
Open- Tc@iay

' o "'By JOHN DOUGLAS
" ’ " [Rerel-Examviner. $ta% Writer ‘ R
. Legal counsel today set the stage for the hfe-or-
death trial of Sithan Bishara Slman admitted slayer
of Scn. Robert ¥. Kennedy. N
Opening arguments by both] ™ Parsons saxd the co'xferex
sides will be keard by a jury of}was called to “discuss all at

elght men and four women injpocts of the case.” He said it

ke second such meeting in
the court of Superior Judge Her:[ 2S¢
bert V. Walker. ., fwo days. The first, 'mesc.ay,

. ._ Jasted {wo hours, he said,
Court wias ot in session yes+ cyjeg Dep. Dist. Alt, Lynn D,

ferday because of the Lincola’s Complon will open for the pro-
Birthday- holiday, and Sithan's secution and Berman is sched-
Jawyers used the respite for ajuled o “follow ‘him. The New
conference with their client axd z{e‘;ggy“‘;fgﬁii ;ézg;‘ge);k,f gaxd yes- v
bis family. They spent about 1410 last 35 minutes. B emxinpcévédx dl
hours in Sirhans ¢ell, but de-

ke was not sure any witnesses
‘Ginod to.qiscuss the mecting.  fwould be heard today. | ;
Pz‘csert at the coaf

RS
-

;r.‘.‘rb.u A

Prosecutors made it clar
.[they were ready to proceed with
their case and expect no mo
delays in the trial. Asked
there was a pcssxbx]ny that Air-

attomey ;!
consulfAnt to the defense; Rob-i®
ert ar\‘et. Sirhan’s biogrpncr

Thase investigator, and
of the defcndant’s brothers:
— Munir and Adel Sixhan, The
brothers arvived lale and were
admitted to the jail only afier a
long delay.

The admitted stager’s roothoe,
Mrs. Mary Sirhan, who has
bocn ia the courtroom ncer.v

R Hau of Justxce cach day by*

-“Janx vuard il t‘xey return|
b“g_mﬂm,xp.amed that she Wﬂ"g’
“yory tired and had to rest.” their verdict. |

°uilty and :
werey of the court, Di
Evelle J. Younger replied
through 2 spokesman, “We have
macke no deals.”

Jurors and alternate jurors in
ihe ¢ase reported last might to
the Biltmore Hotel’s sixth fioor

where they will be locked wp
for the duretion of the (rial.
They will be brought to the

e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

[ < N (I S~ s et - |

f

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Herald-Sxaminer
os Angeles, Calif.

»

2/13/69

Late Yews

John Douglas
Ponald Goodenow
Kensalt

Date:
Edition:
Avuthor:
Editor:
Title:

Character:

e

Classification: 56—156
Submitting Office: L,OS Angele

[_-_] Being Investigated
.

Sl A5l NM= b/,
SEARCHED . ____INDEXFD_. A&7
SERIAUZED. . rHUD

[ 'FEB13 1969
FBi —LOS AN

Iy

- - —
. by




FOWRe-oY

R N

N
B e T e By

w1 R e e e L L

FD-3%50 (Rev, 7-16-63)

o

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

|
|
§

- " Sirhan Offered New Defense Teafn

Beports that Sithan B. Sirhan, on /

trial for the assassination of Sen
: .Robert F. Kennedy, might chandt
W guilty brought an gfier
from t_he ction Committee on Arab-

e 2 new
- team of defense lawYer#in Sirhan's:
behalf. Dr, ) je, chairman:
- of the Committee, $fid the present '
_defense lawyers Rave ‘fziled to’
understand that the Sirhan case is a
historic political event and not an.
ordinary legal problem.”

S

i
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Siz‘harzs Motion for Mistrial
Bemed .35 Ps@secu{r@ﬂ @g:eens

Jury Hears Siaterﬁent That DAfendan(’ Atténded Party

LA

, _ilyma_{mz innocent-to guilty of
irst-degree murder, E

- ' Gabriel Valley Gun Club in Duarte

AR B I

erhan Brshata Sirhan attended a
?\reelection party-for Sen. Robert F.

{ennedy at the Ambassador two
days before the senator was shot to
death there, it was disclosed .in the
prosecution’s o pen mg statement
Thursday. .. .

The disclosire came shortly after
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker

. The. motron was based on grounds
that 2 story in The Times Wedne»—

fair trjal by saying the 24-year-ol
defendant. probably,would chanfe

Jurors Intervrewed

Judge Walker, after interviewing
jurors privately in chambers, denied
the motion. Though several jurors
admitted hearing of the story, Judge

disregard it and decide the case
so!ely on _the basis of evidence
produced in court,

Dep Dist, Atty Davxd N. FEitts,
 In “the opening statement of the
proseciitions’ case, told jurcrs of
Sirban's activities, including target .
practice, for four months before the
slayingonJunes. . - Py

for Sen, KennOdy at Ambassador Two Days Before Slaymj

NO ‘BYDAVESMITH e Tl
. ’ - : Tlmes St Writer ' T BT

denied 2 motion for mistrial by.
Sirhan's ‘defense ‘attorneys. v

day prejudiced Sirhan's right to 2/

Walker said, all ,agreed they could |

i

n_“d. w

y’lv Klﬁp

The previous!y undrsclosed hxgh-
light concerned a'preelection party
for the New York senator last June 2
in the Ambassador’s Palm Court—a
few yards away from the site of the
fatal encounter in a pantry corridor.

Sen. Kennedy, destined to be the.
victor in the June 4 Democratic.
primary, addressed ‘several hundred
boosters at the party..Among the,
“crowd, said Fitts, was the defendant .
T o'rmzed by an acquaintance who,
ad- worked next door xo Srrhan m
Pasadena.- - s

. Tt Could Krll 2 Dog

Two days later, Fitts said, Sirhan
‘was target practicing at the San

1! r"'{ ».‘

“with an eight-shot .22-caliber revol.
ver. Asked by an observer what he
planned to do with a pistol of such
*small size, Sirhan was quoted as
answering:

"It could kill 2 doa ’

Fitts was pamatakm in his
reconstruction of the slaying of Sen.’
" Kennedy, the wounding of Tive'
others and the complete pandemo-
‘nium? that followed., -

After Sithan had beé aken into
custedy, he said, the ¢ n_Assembly

‘ | Speaker Je% "Unefh ask the
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ﬁbrdta;n‘_i‘a,p:f‘\Vhy did you’
o?" r—
. "% did it for my coun-
$ry,* Sirhan was quoted
as saying. R

-**Why him?* said "Un-
yuh. *He was trying to
help."

Ai'Its too late. It's too

Iate,* the defendant was
‘sald to have answered.

- Sirhan, 21, was bomn in
Palestinian Jerusalem, ina

. sector later held by Jor-

dan' and now held by Is-

' rael. He is said to be vio-

- lently anti-Zionist and pro-

Arab, ‘and was described
as embittered by Sen. Ken-

,nedy's ' campaign  state-

‘ments on U.S. aid to Israel
after the 1967 Isracli-Arab
war. ’ )
“+Fitts said Sirhan also
asked police as he was
being taken away, *You
thinrk I'm crazy, so you
can use it in evidence
against me?” H
" Fitts' smoothly deliv-
ered, hour-long statement
was {nterrupted at one
point by a defense objec-
tion when, Fitts referred to
six notebooks taken from
Sirhan's Pasadena hore,
. These notebooks—{
which Mayor Sam Yoft
quoted Sirhan as
written that "Ke
‘must be assassinatéd be-
fore June 53"—are the sub-
jectof a defense motion to
suppress, on grounds they
were illegally selzed.

~ Judge Walker sustained
the objection, and Fitts
promptly -concluded his
statement by telling the
jurors that evidence
would show that Sirhan
*alone was responsible for

the trazedy at the Ambas- |Wednesday between Sir-

sador Hotel”

"| Cooper detailed the con-

JAthe story "to the satura-

_ evidence--not to be shownt

Harlier, during ar-
gument over the mistrial
motion, Sirhan displayed a
wide variety of facial ex-
pressions -- from broad
smiles of amusement to &
hand at his for¢head in
apparent surprise—as de-
fense attorney Grant B.

tent of The Times story.”
It was knowpn, however,
that Sithan had read the
story previously. -
- -Cooper asked the mistri-
al ruling "on grourids that
publicity emanating from
the Los -Angeles Times,
followed 'by resumes on
every, television and radio
station,” had publicized

tion point before the se-
.onestering of the jury”®
Wednesday night.

Cooper offered into

Yot jury - copies of
Wednesday's home deliv«
ered editions of The Times
and transcripts of broad-
casts Wednesday on most
proetropolitan radio and.
television stations.

The Times' front page
story said Sirhan "proba-
bly* would switch from a
plea of innocent to 2
plea of guilty of first-de-
4ree murder, based on his
Gafense counsel's under-
tanding or firm belief
*hiat life Imprisonment
“7ould be the most drastic
“enalty he would face.

The story also said that
the only likely obstacle to
such 2 change of plea
would be Sirhan's refusal
to agree to the change.

|

j

Facial Ex i " _Cqoper said of the sto
. Facial Expressions ..__ng’ oy in cou??';.'y :

'For obvious reasons,

sccusing finger at anyone,
7 can only say that this did
ot emanate from the
defense." v
- He said news of the
defense plan to agree to 2
guilty plea, with the un-

sentence would ensue,’

Jwould deny Sirhan the

right to be later found
guilty of any lesser degree

degree murder or mane
slaughter. ot
Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
Lynn D. Compton an-
swered " Cooper’s motion
by saying there ‘was *no
showing at this,time that
jurors have read the ar-
ticle or heard of it on radio
or television.®
Compton sald The
Times' article was "simply
2 sutmise on the part of 2
reporter” and that it was
"beyond my comprehens
sion that anyone could be
so Influenced by such an

ariicle.”

D ——

After consultation later

han and his defense team,
"‘:e w?; <:imot. k?oxg whether
¥ refused _or  ap-
oroved such a change.
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day 1o refute proseccutfion
plotted his admitted killing
Emile Zola Berman, jn an
opening speech for the Cefenss,
will attempt to convipce the
jury of cight men and four
women that Sittan shot Kenne:

nation while under obsession,

der. The defense strategy willbe
an attempt fo save the 2iyeer-
old Jordanian jrandigrant from
death in the gas chamber.
| The Berman statement, on
11=p as this merning’s firsy ordez
of busiress, will follow yester-
day’s prosecution statement by
Dep. Dist. Attor. David N. ¥Filts
in which tke siiver-haired prose-
cutor drew this word pw‘ture of
Kennedy’s murder for the jury:
© Sirhan skulked through the
kitchens of the Ambassador Ho
tel 47 nours before the Kennedy|
tlaying and was segn steking
trem out by two witnesses. The
ccoasion was a reception for
‘Kerzedy in the' bhotel's Palm
Couzt.
© Returniny fo the Rilchens
June 5, 1958, Sirkan shot the
New York Senator at aimosf
int-blank range, firing several
shots which fatally wounded
Keneedy 2rd injured five other
persons,
0 The gay of the shooting, tha
ocsig Arad spent most of thejy,
dav targst shooting at the San
"Gabriel Ved'ey Gun Chub, ard
told anotker club patroa %e was
going to use bis gun for hanting,
“ITcouid kil a Cog,” Fiits said

;?ﬁf} ilia 51707572?.

f

[ FoIC@g

] 1%‘77 -

By JCHX DOUGLAS

Merai-Exawiner Stalf Writer
b Sirhan Bishara Sirhan meakes his first big eftort {o-

ﬁ - _

I

e O

claims that he carefully
of Sen. Robert F Kennedy. o

dy in an act of political assassh

rather than premeditated moue-j, >

Sithan told a mtreos who will
testify Jater in o trial,

© Sitkan Al former Califors
nia S'ate Assemoly Sgcakcx

Anpani e(i bim (md t\w po-
officers 10 m, Rampart}
Police Station following the Jor
Gdaniaw’s arrcst. VUrrub, said
Fitts, will testify to this.
Demhm tre prosecution case
for the jury, Fitls, who spoke 2s .
a-last-minute substitute for Chief .
Dep. -Dist, Atty. Lyan D, Comp-
ton, hung his presentetlon on 2
serics of key dates, which he!
listed in chronological ordes.
The fivst, ke 'said, was August
10, 1965, “whilc snwke still
belched from the Watts riots. O; /

Iver-Johmo.‘, cig‘x'c uot revo-
ver, The pisteg eventually found

its way intof'tbe posscssion of
George Edbort, a coworher of
Muny Sghan, the defendant’s
brother,

02 the rext key date, “on or
ahout Feb, 2, 1668, sald 'Fitts,
Erhart: drove o ike Sirhan
home at £55 East Howard St,
Pasadena, with 2 CO.npa‘l'On
and “in the daylight boyrs wait-
ed-Jointly for Munir Sirkan 2nd «&

(s

the cdefengant Sithen Sihaa.”
Yte purpose of visit was to sell
‘utmir the gun,

g

. —ro——
“Ethat displeyed ihe gun,”
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28 ohserved by William

ioortmucd Fiits, “and hageling
. + . wWho recognized him

with Tepeet to the purclié‘e*?'“
price ensued.” E3 u
“A bargain was struck for $23ually earlier” wheyf both were
icask. stock boys in Pasaflena shops.
| “Murir Sirban produccd $19] “QMrs Miriam Wavis went fato
and the balance was producedithe Amba
by Sirhan Sithan.” search of 2
_Fitts went on: ‘observed Si
. “Tre poxt Gay of copdbquence kitchens leaning on a bar,
was Jure 1, 1988.” . dressed casuany ‘Ete mistook
Sirkan, zecorgiz to Filts, 'tim for a hotel employe.
visited the LodeStock and Band_ “Ske will testify 2¢ this trial”
P00 . It Pasaenal Fitts pressed on:
2 p'.xrcha%d “sew.erai‘ “On June 4, 1663, most peop:e
.?2 calfore munition h Califorria went to the polls to
> from 2 cast thefr paliet in-tke primar-

" Geiling ahofld of my story,”{San Gabricl Valley Gua Ciub.

Fitts saig, “gn. Keanedy was] ‘“The defendant spent !»ours

[killed with rminimageum em-pn the pistol range, engaged in

raunition.” rapid fire praciice at which he
“On Surday; June 2, 1688, %excelled.

there was a.reception jn the| “Sirhan Sirkan told a witness

Ambassador Hotel’s Palm Coaxtl, . . he was going to use his

for Sen. Robert ¥. !\cnncéy,ismall side arm {07 kauniing.

who was then actively cam-! “He rmarked ‘It coaldlulla

paigning for the Democtatic Tz

nomination for the presidency.
“ PR AmOYIg thObﬁ vv.ho...;{t’

tended was Sirhan Sirhan, He

was observed in the by 4rea.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

|tollowing Bis” vittory ‘speech In

jes. Sirken Sirhen went to the‘

_Turring fo ihe events of the
Shooting itself, Fitts said that

the Embassy room of the Am-
bassador, Kennedy and his par-
ty went into 2 pantry where
n}Sirhan lay in wait. ‘

“Tre gefendant, Sirhan Sir

an, stood on & tray rack In 2
recess arex jmmediately along-,
side the jee machine. g

“Sirhan stepped qmc;dy from
the rack. . .

“The Senator stood &1 une-
ware,

“Sirhan  rescpfd Into the
waistband of higirousers.
“He walk to the side of

“He effiended kis ngh‘. arm
across in front of Eucker. His
left haxd was in the vicinity of
the Se-zato:’s head ... and at
peint blank range ke fxrcd ewht

shots.”

“It is probably the first shot

izt resultsd.in the Senator’s
death some 23 hours lajer.
. “The muzle range (of {5,

A



s orze fach,” Fitts said.
“ s right hand went to
his right car.”

The force of the shots
knocked Kennedy to the ground.
“He {e11 backward and ¢ame fo/H
lrest diagonally to the fee ma.

the wiry Jordanian regat

plete pandemonium . /.
“Roosevelt Grigr (fomner
football star a sty of the
Kepnedy team)/was accompa-
oying Mrs. Etfel Kennedy .. .
They were still outside the
kitchen.
| “Grierisalergeman. ..
“He pashed his way thro;
‘the crowd . . . 204 vrestieg/ihe
gun from the defendant .
- “He gave it to Rafer
(formar Olympic aecaytl
and another Kerned
for safekeeping . & . R
Fitts continued, “Johnsoa
asxed, “Why ¢id you do it?’

-

p"am ¥

eoncentration as ' Fiits spoke,
b ut at this statcment he smiled
and shook his head vizerously.
‘Moving™ quickly toward his
summetion, Fitts told of Sir.
aw's arrest and Bis refusal 10
idivelge his name to police.

| He s3id that when Travis
1Write, on2 of the poilee officers
who arrested Sixrzn, asked him
aboat the ctimo, the youthful
Jordanian replied:

“Youthink I am ¢razy. . . 80
you can use it In evidence
sgainstme . .

Sirhan carried no documents
when arrested, Fitls sald. He

In cash, $400 of it In $100 dills.
The key lod to tracing the
Gefendant’s cor t0 the place
where it wes parked on New,
Hampskire Strest, throe blocks
from {te Amba«sador

"fhe car, a pisk and white
DeSoto, coztained Sirhan’s wal-
ktard 2 receip; fori gthe %ﬁé
hition bearing bis flage
SR sald Fitts, was not

'chize.”

| Fitts said that B Bagd
bodyguard to Kemaedy, vl
the gun away from Sirhaitabut

“Sirhan answered, 1 vnu ex-
-Sirhan hs«eued vith gr&.t

did have a car key and $450.1¢

identified until s brothes, My
nir, went to ths :asoaca..
lice Station to identify him.,
Kennady, Filts told the jury,
was taken to Central Receiving
pital and transferred t
Samaritan Hogpital where

a team of physicizpf, lod by Dr.
Heary Cuneo, Mfeformed brald —

Srgery.
A bulle#was recovered wiich

it.Jballistics tests will show was

fired from Sirhan’s gun, Fifts
alleged.

“At rougkly 1:45 am,, June §,

1063, the Senstor oxpired,” sald
Fxtts. “He was po&omced dead
by Dz, Cxaeo.”
There were, said Fitls, “fx\'e
wllet holes in the coat ife
Senstor wag wearing—tires en.
tey holes and two exit”

“Tests showed that the muze
zle renge for 21 the shots fired
ranged fro'n o2e o' six dnches’

Conclnded Fiits:

“Tre evidence In this cass
will show ihat the defendent
Sirhan Sirhan elone was respon-
sible for this tragic incidant . .

“He acted 2lone and not in
concert with ¢lbers . . .

The defense scored ons point
during the prosecution opening.

Fitts tried to make reference
to ciaries Sirhen kept which
were seized in a search of his
Pasadena Home the moming ¢f
the shooting The defense,
which Jzims they were sefzed
Negally, objected, and Judge
Herbert V. Walker, pres;dma
over the trizl, sustained thelr
ohiection.

Yitts thent qu

‘x4

<ty concluded.

Ezxlier In Jre day, Judge
Walker denifi 2 defense plea
for 2 miste] in the case,

Cooper ascd his mistrial de
rw(d on the basls of a story in
the Los Angeles Fimes Wednes- -
day which stated that Sirhan
contemplated changing kis p.ea
from innocent to guilly.

Defenss counsel maintained
tha story was prejudiclel to
thelr ciient bocausy the fory
had not yet boea Iacked vp end
had 200238 10 the 'i“urea sory,
which they sald wae @@ g‘msy

i exror.
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- »' Mot Drastic Penalty .-
T Fhe’ Times' “Page-l stoFysuid
‘Sirhan *probably would switch from
a plea of innocent to 2 plea of guilty
{of {irst-degree murder, based on his
defense counsel's understanding, or

Nl it ';’ . .
Poid
2 Danies
J uﬂgu
iconfidence that life jmprisonment

Mistrial Plog

would be the most drastic penalty
MU A A N
in Sirhan Case

he would face. . C
The story also said that the only
.Y BY DAVE SMITH
“Times S?afl virier

Jlikely obstaclé to such a change of
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's defeyée

Thursday lost 2 motion for a mpirial
based on'a Los Angeles Tingls story
that he probably would plead guilty
1o first-degree murder in the slaying
of Sen..Robert B Xennedy,

- Superior Judge Herbert V., Walk-
¢r, after interviewing each of the
trial jurors privately in his cham-
bers, ruled against a'.defense con.
tention that the story published
Wednesday made it impossible for

‘plea would be Sirhen's refusal to
agree to the change, )

After consultation Jater \Wednes-
day between Sirhan and his defense
team, it 'was not known whether he
‘had Trefused ‘or approved such a
'change. . et
| Cooper said of the story Thursday
dncourds . —_— :

- *For obvious rezsons, and I'm not .
pointing an accusing finger at
anyone, I can only say that this did
not emanate from the defense.*

‘He said news of the defense plan
to agree to a guilty plea with the
understanding that a light sentence
would ensue would deny Sirhan the
right to be later found guilty of any
legser degree of murder, such as
ae?osofndvdégree ' purder or man-

‘
Py

Sirhan fo get 2 fair trial,
Several of the jurors admiyed
they had heard of the story, g#Zbad
s plea

heard that a gwitch of Sirhy
to guilty was possivig,

- But Judge Walker said sl jurors
made it ¢lear they could put all that
zside and decide the case only on the
evidence produced in court,

Defenge attorney Grant B. Cooper,

asked the ruling "on grounds that
publicity emanating {rom the Los
Angeles Times, followed by resumes
on every television:and radio sta-
tion,* "hagd publicized the story "to
the saturation point before the
sequestering of the jury® Wedng,
day night. . .

Cooper offered into evidene
to be shown to the jury=-ofpics of
Wednesday's home delivered edi-

of broadeasts \Wednesday on mos

—

slaughter. . L -
'Stand by Prosecution
Chief Dep. Dist. "Alty. -Lynn .D,
"Compton answered Cooper's njotion
by saying there'was *no showing at
this time that jurcrs have read the
article or heard of it.on radio or
television.” ¢ o
Compton said. The Times’ article
was *simply a surmise on the part of
2 reporfer” and that it was "beyond
my comprehension that anyone
couk% be so influenced by such an .
#licle.” - co
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker

¢

* said that all prospective jurors kad

been closely guestioned on the effect

mt!of pretrial publicity on their opin-

jons and whether ! they 'could
disregard previous . publicilty and

tions of The Times and 'transcriplt g‘xfdge the case fairly and impartial-

mgtropolitan radio and television
staffons, | - -

¥
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