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Tomorrow Sirhan Bishara Sirhan speaks, for him
self, ., < , s

It willbe the first time the admitted kilter of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy his testified publicly. '

In asking him to testify,, the attorneys take the 
chance that Sirhan may lose his self control. .'

A-10 HeraldESaaminer 
Los Angeles, CaHf.

:By MYRNA OLIVER (
Herad^-Exm>se5r Staff Writer ’

'Defense attorneys want him to discuss his family’s ' 
economic status, as part of their attempt to discredit ' 
the grand Jury which indicted him. The grand jury, ‘ 
they .say, was not representative of all age and eco
nomic groups and exclude Sirhan’s. ’ :

'In and out of court, Sirhan has shown himself to ' 
be a vo-atHe young man, and incarceration has far ' 
from calmed him. ' - 1
„ Being- locked up bother's him a great deal, indi- 
caed chief investigator for the defense Michael .Me- 
Goan, who talk’ with Sirhan often in court and has
see h him in his cell. ' • •

“He’s climbing the walls/’ McCowen said.
ihc 24-yeai--old Jordanian defendant came casual-

ly to court one day, with more informal dress and less 
decorous behavior than any of the handful of specta
tors assembled to watch his battle for life.

Sirhan wore black cotton trousers, black shoes 
and socks, and a.pale blue shirt that accented his 
fcatuess and the hoKowness of his ever paler and thin- 
ningface/ ' -.——-*
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X_Ob0t'^cos were surprised at the schoolboy cos- 
■ tume, which he had not worn publicly since*htTpre- 
limmary court hearings long before the beginning of 
the trial. His mother was surprised, too. She had 
bought him a suit to wear to the most crucial ses
sions he will ever attend, and worried that he had 
given up the formal, adult look it pretended to give 
himi. . > ’ '

■ Nervous, taut Sirhan spends his days in court oc
casionally ifetening to proceedings; sharing questions 
or jokes with his attorneys, .particularly Russell E. 
Parsons; reading trial transcripts or more mundane 
materials; and staring at his audience. „
^ He stud^s the people who come to dissect him. 

Sirhan stares at the few young girls in the courtroom 
and smiles at those he seemingly taws. He looks at 
his observes,, but flinches wwhen his stare is returned. 
Like a small boy, he at once relt$hts attention that is 
unquestionably his, yet shies away from it.
' • o

•: On a recent day when attorney's questioned pros
pective jurore about the death penalty, political lean
ings and the youth’s age, Sirhan yawned. He laughed 
when juror Attert3-tt2t-ico*ahad difficulty answering 
questions. Sirhan spasmodically rocked in his over- ’ 
size chair1. More nerves than interested, he hal--ooee 
in his seat to shift positions or to look over Pa-■ton’o 
shoulder at matefiats on the defense table. He slipped



I

oufls seat a number of times, was finally re.' 
stra^by hs attorneys at the request of»s.

He jumped at a knock on the courtroom door, at 
every sound. - ’

■ _ Sirhan rubbed his eyes, smoothed wavy black 
hair, chewed well-bitten fingernails on his Ions, grace- 

,1 ful bony hands. g
.He stood politely when introduced to persons in 

, the courtroom, sat down and kicked his chair and 
kicked it again. , ,

. The...angry .young man. .wiped, perspiration from '
his forehead, played with his button-down shirt col
lar, edged his chair nearer the table.

. ,,S,rhan poured himself a glass of water and savor
ed it like a cocktail. -

_ L“He doesn’t look like he could shoot anyone,” said 
a girl l” a Mow aress, object of several Sirhan smiIes- ‘He looks so intelhgent.”

Being on constamt court display appears to bother 
Sirhan. For there is no place for him to hide.

When Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker, who 
presides, called for an in-chambers session or a re
cess, Sirhan was the first person out of his chair. He 
bounced, showing youthful energy despite his long 
captivity and loss of weight,. into a more orivate 
■wond, eager for a change;, a break in his routine. ., 
. . He n^ ^mW but quietly, ooIiteltt. Friends 
aML'amiy have always prased Sirhan’s ooltteness.

3



Leaving his court house stairwell’to return to his 
place before the eyes of the fascinated, Sirhan ground 
out a cigarette. • , g

lie smokes a, lot, his attorneys say. He tried to 
, ggive it up after his imprisonment but hasgone back 
to as many cigarettes as he has time for outside the 
courtroom.

jMrs. Mary Sirhan, 56-year-old. mother of the de
fendant, wonaerod about her son’s courtroom antics.

"It would make anybody nervous,” she said sim
ply, standing quietly outside the courtroom during a 
recess. Wearing a blue dress that strack mid-calf, a 
black sweater and pumps with too-thin heels, her 
greying hair caught neatly in a bun. Mrs. Sirhan stood 
with her sons, Adel, 21, and Munir, 30.

Th? trio daily cairns a smile and sometimss a 
wave from Siman. The mother', unshielded from press 
and public, is calmer than her son, although soms- 
times given to tear's.

“I get my strength from above ... every day be
fore I come,” she said with a pleasant but tight
lipped smile. ' g

o " ’
„ Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is a troubled young man. 
The trouble shows in his actions and reactions as he 
ate at the long defense table in Department 107 of the 
Superior Court in and for the County of Los Angeees.

_ Tomorrow is his day to speak..
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WOUNDED YOUTH.SUES
SIRHAN FOR $1 MILLION;

A $1,050,000 damage suit 
against Sirhon B. Sirhan 
vwas filed in Superior 
Court .Monday by a ,17- 
year-old youth who was 
beaten and shot at the

5 "and struck in and about, 
the face,, arms and body' 
and was shot in the leg.*, 

, Stroll,' a student who,1 
was o{ the Ambassadoras 
a member of Volunteess '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

same time Sent. Robert F, for Kennedy; asked $50,- 
■ Kennedy was' tetany 000 in general damages1 
'wounded. , X ... and $1 miliion in punitiveJ

Irwin ,StrolL-6089ffloN damages. He is represent;: 
ne/jj, said in his com- ed byAttorntyr_Barry A.L 
plaint he was "wrongfully, RS*-_______ .. ,,V

«.MMy and violently Zd5llaU0nt?Ciy^S■ 
aassaulted* by Sirhan at of muider in the death of 
the "Ambassador last June Sen. Kennedy. C-d*
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Los Angeles, Ccaif.
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I „ Sir-han is both pooL*^ '
young, the defense has argued, , .•

’ and was entW to have youth-.
• fui and impoverished members 
. onthegrard jury. . I

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D,;
Compton, in-ctarge of thejpro- 
secution, has countered flat any, 
grand jury, no matter what ite 

' membership, wwW hare indict
ed Satan, given, the facts in: 
the case., Compton has pointed1 . 
ouTto-Superior CourTTucge.

Herbtrt^v^wa&ei7 wrpre-j 
sides over- the case,, that Sr

' hans attorneys already have 
1admitted in court that1 their, 

f ‘ • -’client fired the shot which kill-,L .By.'?®iDO"G“ - ed.^y.. . _“______1

, torsM-Ewnki^ «»« wrsw Cooper seeks to have theiin-
Sirtan Bishara Sirhan today ' ’ '

Is scheduled to break his long 
1 sileace and testify in Superior. 
Court in support of a legal move 

I to prevent his trial for tie ad- 
■ mitted slaynig of Sen. Robert F.’ 
. Kennedy. . . i
► ■ Except for.a few nonosyflat- 
bic answers to procedural quits-, 
tons in the prettoiiarriss of his, 

! case, today will be the first time 
the young Jordana! immogannt. 
has spoken publicly on the wtb; 
ness stand 'since his arrest for 
Kennedy's murder the monung 
of June 5, 1968, in the Ambassa
dor Hotels Embassy Room 
Kitchen. . ' •

According^Grant;B. Cooper, 
chief of Sitton's defense team, 
the 24-year-odd ex-stableboy will 
testffy only about his economic 
condition. There will be no ques
tions about his admitted slaying 
of the New York senator and 
presidential aspirant. *

Cooper and his assocaates, 
Emile Zola Berman and Russell 
E. Parsons, contend the 1963 
Los Angeles County Grand Jury 
which indKttal Sichau was un- 
constttutioraa’yy stlectee be
cause Rs membership did not 
instate either poor persons, or 
anyone 30 years of age w 
younger. . -J

(Indicate page, name al 
newspaper, city and state.)
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dictme-’t against Sirhan 
qu,aihtedtecasse of the makeup 
of the jury.. .

Sirhan was unemployed am 
tm of the Kennedy murder. 
His. assets lotattd around $17ro 
- the proceeds of a compenaa- 
tion casse settlement — but this 
money was under the control of 
his mother.- He carried four $1W 
bills at the time of his arrest.

The mother. Mi's. Mary'Sir
han also win be called to the 
stand today.. She will tell of the 
family's strugge-e since coming 
here from Jordan in 1957. Bis 
tera Sirhan, her husband, left 
the family in Pasadena to re
turn to Jordan. . ■

Mrs. Sirhan was left the sole 
support of her four sons and a 
daughter, now dead. At the time 
of toe murder she w-as worinng 
in a Pasadena nursery school.

Nearly all toe 133 Superior 
Court judges entitied to make 
nomination to the 1968 grand 
jury hare been given question
naires' by toe defense asking 
about the criteria they used in 
selecting their nominees;. /

Three ji^ Arthur AlancQn,;

of Southern California popuTa- 
tion specialist, has already testh 
fed that no member of the 
grand jury was under 30 and 
that none had an income of less 
than $10,WO annually. Judge 
Brand testified that his nomn—• 
ees all had incomes of more
than $15,00 a year.

' Dr. Schultz is analyzing the' 
results of the questionnaires 
subnuttd by the judges and 
compare them with the age1 
and economic profile ..of the 
country reveled in the I960 fe
deral census. He will be recall
ed to tie stand today. • •

hooper has told Judge Walker 
that he believes he can com
plete his attack on the indict. 
meat and grand jury system 
dunng todays session of court.

If he does, the next order of 
business will be the swearing in 
of the 12 jurors already selected 
to try Sirhan. This may come 
Thursday. After they are sworn, 
ths. 12 win be sequestered 
(locked up) for the balance of’

Em-sMiandChantry, testified personalty 
about tofr grand■uury-eltetitinn

the trOt, which may be as long 
as three months.. They will be 
kept at a downtown hotel, but 
may be*visited by their 
* spouses of.tecord” on week
ends untor a precedent-settingabou‘ ».« gr^nd—-pry—r-e<.tctlOVH, .. - w p-t,,.t-_,,e.in^ 

process fest week. Chantry and order issued by JudgeWto.
AWnt said it was difficult fori Aits- ^ swearing or toe "12 
them to find young persons and jurors six alternotto jurors musT 
members of minority.group® to’be chosen before opening argu- 
serve because of the financial frnents in the case may begirt, 
sacrffice d^and^ by a yeafs Selection of these aIttrnates 
service, on the nd jury. may take as long as a week:, 
:.DrZRob^L Z..UeivtrStyyiP^ sources repojT^-’j

>J
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W Worker

■ Sirhan B’shara Sirhan, now 
on trial for staying Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy, has been sued for 
$1,050,000 by/a, Kennedy cam/ 
paign worker. „ 
-Wig/troi, 17, 6098 Horner  
StWWyesteriay filed,  
a suit in Superior Court charg-,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

ing he was shot in the leg, 
beaten and violently assaulted,’ 
during Sirhan’s alleged! ^tack 

- ssadoron Kennedy at the A 
Hotel June 5,1968.

Attorney Barry_ A, Rose said’ 
young Stroll, a s at~and Ken
nedy campai worker, was 
walkmg wit e Senator when
the assassination occurred,. j

The suit asks $50,000 for meJi-; 
cal and hospital expenees, plus 
estimate! loss of earnings,, and 
$1 milioon m punitive damages;.

Sirhan, a low-loom* worker 
all his life, maintanss he is 
without fundis while held in 
CountyJaD. -------- j
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LOs Angeles, Calf.
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His Mother Also Takes 
Stand, Expresses Thanks 
to U.S. for Food, Home

BY DAVE SMITH
Tinaw Staff Wrtter

hooper sought to quash the indict
ment against the admitted slayer of 
Sent. Kennedy on grounds that 
the grand jury selection system is

* unconstitutional became it doesnt 
I represent a broad cross section of
the population. _

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker
I denied the motion on two grounds:
11, that it was irrelevant to the • 
1 proceedings, and 2, on ^ merKs.

Ths trial was adjourned until 
this morning, when the 12 accepted 
jurors are to be sworn in and when 

(selection of six alternaee jurors is 
' to begin. _ •

Opening statements in the trial 
proper are expected next Monday or 
Tuesday. _ . . ,

1 The short, slim defendant strode 
quickly to the stand about 11 xm. 
and said 'I do,' when asked to tell

SiihaaiB^taSirhan/ontriialfor'the truth, the whole truth and
the murder of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, eagerly took the witness 
standfor the first time Tuesday to 
testify that h,e was an lnpx>veri&ed 
youth in this country.’.

After his brief appearance, his 
mother, Mary, testifying with head 
bowed and voice subdued, captured 
the interest of courtrom spectator's.

Just after she had testified to her 
own poverty and aittr she was 
excused from the witaes stand, the 
55-year old woman stood—she ttn't 
quite 5 feet tall-nnd told the 
courtroom in a clear voice:

'I thank Ged that He gave me the 
strength, and I also thank the 

(United Stades, that I never got 
hungry and I have a roof over my 
head.'

'It Just Came Out’
Mist. Sirtan told reporters later 

that her outburst was unpUnnrti 
and that .’it just came out. I was so 
glad to have a home to radse my 
children.'

The testtaw of mother and son 
was to support the defense conten
tion that Sirhan was indcRed by 
grand jurors who came from a much 
wealthier,, older and better-educated' 
cIaS^thrn he.

nothing but the iruih, so help you 
God.'

Confirms Net Earmnss
Under Cooper's queStOnltng, Sir- 

ban was called upon merely to 
confirm that income tax withhold- 

i ing forms were indeed his and that 
his net earnings from 1964 through 
1968 totae^ only $5,817.70 or an 

1 average of $1,16854 for each of five 
years., _

i Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. 
Compton questioned Sirhan only 
briefly, asking hS-rg<e■io which 
Sirhan smieed, hunched ferwaKl and 
said eagerly, 'I'll be 25 next month* 
—and whether he gave some of his 
earnTigjs to his mother.

Sirhan said he gave money to her 
, when he could and admited! that he 
got most of his withholding taxes 
back from the government because 

(of his low earnings.
In his eight mtnutes on the stand, 

Sirhan spoke more than h.e has
■ publicly since he was indiceed last 
June for killing the New York 
senator.

Mis.. Sirhan fonowei her son to the 
stand, bl^ng rapidly as Cooper 
gave a rundown of her earnngs 
since the family immigraeed to 
Pasadena from Jerusalem in 1937. 
—Cooper revealed ihrt her^t 
earnings as a heusskeeperarW■esi- •

newspaper, city and state.)
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minster Presbytemn 
CTUrchnurttry school in 
Pasadena ranged from a 
minimum of $1,471.40 in 

> 1938 to a maximum of
$1,772.56 in 1966. .

- Mrs. Sirhan was em
ployed, throughout 1968, 
even after the assassin-’ 
tion, but was terminated 
last month when attend
ance at her son’s trial in
terfere! with her work.

Miss. Sirhan also testified 
that two other sons who 
lived at home, Adel, 30, 
and Munir, 21, sometimes 
gave her money 'if I 
needed it' but that, she 
said, was 'very little."

Munir earned an aver
age ‘annual net of $1,
510.05 from 1966 through 
1968, and Adel earned an 
average net of $3,899.70 
from 1937 through 1967.

Mirs. Sirhan said she 
bought the family home at 

696 E. Howard St. in 
’ Pasadena? in 1963 for $12,
000. She and her daughter.

Ayda, who deed in 1963. 
each contributtd~$X00O 
toward the down payment 
and the mortgage cost $70 
a month, she said.

Then Cooper asked,, 
'Well, how do you keep up 
the payments? I mean, do 
you have a car of your 
own? How do you get to 
work?"

'Walking;," said Mrs.' 
Sirhan. . «:

"Do you economize' in 
other ways?" Cooper went 
on. "Do you bake your 
own broad, for example?'

"Yes,, I do.' ‘
Cooper had no more 

questions and Judge Walk
er had excused Mrs. Sir-nan 
when she suddenly paused 
and startled the courtroom 
with her impromptu state- 
mmt. >~

Judge Walker smiled as 
she spoke, and Cooper. at 
the noon reross, gave Mrs. 
Sirhan a big hug and told 
her. "You did fine, moto 
er." . *—*—>
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do you spell Weidner?
', A—(By Sirban) W-c-i-d-n-e-r.

A-By Cooper) ■w-d-i'd-e-d-r.1 
Q—You did work for John H,RECOUNTED AT TRIAL

Fottrnfis the testimony of Cooper then read into the rec-sesHb  ̂
^JTin?'"f’?<'b1’fi"/'i CiVLflti /in/f Lie aM fka ttnlkATrfiRiv ehofoniAMf FWd *^^03 •

Weidner - that is the Organic
’SffianDnsharaaSirhan and his ord the witholding statements 
mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan, at which showed that Sirhan had
yesterday's session of the trial 
in which Sirhan is accused of 
the murder of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. s

*The Sir-hans testified as to
their economy status as part

darned net wages 0 f $106.34 
working for Prak’s, and $1O 
workn^ for .Elite Motor for a 
total'1964 net Ine of $1437.03.

Cooper th Skrd:
Q—Jn 1 did you work for

of an unswccsssfa drfrear .IVSLMfi.233 N. A^dcna, 
more to ’overtunn the indict- P^^?- , '
ment against the young Jor- £“,*’,’Sir- . . , . „
danian immigrant on grounds ^rDd*^.^^ forJack-EL,

thr 1968 Lot Angers Co^t-y —DaVt^PaSadrea? ‘ ,
Grand Jury included no poor । A|F~Yda’sr\.dd^ Wd '.

p Cooper then, said that his cu-• persons.
- Chief defense counsel Grant 

B. Cooper directed the qus- 
tioeeng as Sir-haw preceded h’s 
mother to the stand. '

Q-What ‘is your name?
A—Sirann Sichau.
Q—Are you the defendant in 

this .acton?
A—Ysr, sir, I am.
Q—Your mother furriShted me 

with copies of your witholding 
tax statemeetts for the yeass 
1964,, 1965, 1906, 1967 and 1933. 
Do you recognize them? j
‘A-(Very Ioudiy>Yrs, I d° j
Q-Ddyou h at leaks-’

ip
ent’s net income for 1935 was
5M3M -
s Q-in .1966, did you 
thr Yedow Kteg 
no?

A-YYafSir, I did.
.Q-Andl did you W

asadreaA 1964?
A-Yes, sir, I did.
Q-Dd you work for Clarg 

Cooping, who is /Iso known 
the Erne Motor jSe-vice . . , 
Pasadena in 1961 ' e-

A—Yis/sir, I Udi,

A-Yes, sir, I did.. ■
Cooper said that Soham's net 

incomn in 1963 up through June 
4, the day before he admittedly 
shot Kennedy, was $752.35.

In cro>tt-rxameattinl, Prose
cutor Compton, after asking 
Sir-han his age, turned his at
tention to Sirhan’s home life, 
’ Q-iurng; this time did you 
iivr with your mother?
, A—For the most part. •

Q-Were you attredelg
school? ■

A-Yss, sir’- ' :
Q-What years were you in

school?
chinChi-’ A“^> 1965, 1956 
cir Ch- ,was 1964 and 1965.

rk for . No, it|

(Indicate'page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-10 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Caaif.

AltfiU’ach Coeat;ui^0n Co.?
A-Yes.
O-Ard that is in Corona, Cai- 

if?
A—Yes, sir'.
Coop? said that SirhanS'ndT 

■income for 1953 was $2212.46. 
f Sirhan was 'injured when 
thrown from a horsr white work-

—, J Q—That was Pasadena City 
/ | College?
for the । A—Yes, sir.

Q—Did you turn over the 
money from these parttime jobs 
to your mother? -

A—Part of it, yes.
Q-Did you ever give her any 

money back?
A-Ycs, sir, I did. -------- -----

1S
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Mrs-Srhan barely whispemd^~Did he have an automo- , 
when she took the oath foUowmg bite?
her son to the stand. ' A-Soond hand. '

She sat erect in the chair, but Q-Did he pay to operate that 
she is only four feet 11 inches automoblee? ‘

• tall and was dwauffal by the A—Very much, 
walnut wttnesss box. She was q—dm be give you money? 
dressed in a black suit and A-ff I needed it and he had it 
wore a gold brocade blouse. . .. very HUte.

Cooper reveewd her tax re- Ms. Sirhan testifi ed her 
turns from 1953 through the end youngest son, Munir1, 21, also 
of last year. lived at home and paid no board

She testified she had-worked and 'oom',, . .
flor the Westminster Presbyeer-' ^d Munm give you money 
ian Church Nursery School all when you asked for Jt.

• that time, .. A-7^. sr (pause)... very
Q-Are you workmg there 

now? •
A-No.
Q-When did you last work?

• A—Jan. 15..
During the noon recess, Mrs.

. little. .
Adel Sirhan, 30, also Jived at 

home and paid no board,' Mrs. 
Sirhan testified. •

His income was the highest in 
the family and, according: to tax 
records put in evidence by 
Cooper, had an average annual 
income of ?33&.70 for the last 10 
years. Of Adel, Cooper asked:

Q—Did he help .. .• did he 
give you money ii you needed 
it?
A-f he had it.

Sirhan explauedl to newsmen 
’she had left her job because of 
the trial which she attends near
ly every day..

"My heart is here,’’ she said. 
- She said that the school had 
told her she could have her job 
back when the trial is over. .Mrs. Sirhan testi'id Adel is a

Obviously proud of her work, musician. He plays in an Arab 
she opened her .wallet andmght club in Pasadena.
showed photographs of the- Compton, in cross-examina
classes at the school. As she,too, showed great ineerest in.
riffled through the photo case, the home the SirhanT? are pur-
there were photographs of sev- chasing:.
eral of her chiMeea. There was Q-Are you making payments
none of Sir-hen Sirhan. on this house?

Cooper asked Mis. Sohan A-Yes. ' :
about the family's life in Pasar- Q—How much are the pay-
dena. meats?

Q-Did you get paid every A—70 a monte.. ■
monte? Q-ADd you pay your ui^itKS

A-Everyiwo weeks. - your Ignis, your water,, your .
Q-How much? gasamyourtetephone?
A-$92.211 took home. A—Yes.
Q—During all this time did Q—And you have a televssonn

Sirhan Sirhan live at home? set?
A-Yes, sir. A—A second-hard one.
Q—Dd he contribute money Cooper, on re-direct examtaa-

to the support of the home? Uon. asked Mrs. Sudani:
A-Net any regular amount. Q—Do you have an automo-
Q-Did he buy his own bile? •

clothes’ . . A—No.
.A-Yes, sir. - —How do you get to work??

A—I wake.
Q-Do you bake your own 

bread? ■
A-Yes.
Q-aVA you save in other 

wayMoo, don't you?
A-Yes. „ . l..->
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r By JOHN DOUGLAS
’ i. Heradl-Easirnew Staff Writer

Last legal roadblocks cleared!, 
the trial of Sirhan Bishara SR- 
han on-charges be murdered! 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy moved 
into a new and crucial phase 
today.’ - •
-‘The eight men and four wo 

- mon who'will decide the young 
Jortfanaanss fate are scheduled 
to be sworn in later in-the day’. 
Once sworn, they will be 
sequestered (locked up) in a 
downtown motel for the dura
tion of the trial.
.„ The way was cleared for 
swearing the jury yesterdayy 
when Judge Herbert V. Walker, 

■ who‘presides over the trial, re- 
ecedt a defense mottos to 
quash the IMfcmenrt charging 
Sirhan with Kennedy’s murder. 
Chief Defense Attorney Grant 
P. Cooper argued that the in-- 
dietment should be dismissed! 

। because ’he 1953 Grand Jur y 
I was improperly chosen in that it 
-tectudedrto poor persons and co 
one under 30.

Sirhan is 24 andhis family s 
in a low income group, it was 
brought out in testmw yester
day.
” Both Sirhan and his mother. 
Mrs. Mary Sirhana, 56, testify 
yesterdayy abort the family fi
nances,
" When she had completed her 
testmowy Mrs. Sirhan electri
fied the court by .standing in the 
witness box and declaring:
-Thank God who gives me

strength ... I thank the United 
States also that I never go 
hungry and that I. have a roof 
over my head”

She explained to newsmen lat
er t.hat she made her little 
speech because:
‘They were making' me look 

like a poor woman..
‘I have God’s basing. That 

is what I had to tell them.
‘They say I make little mon

ey," Mrs. Sir-ham continued in 
ber thick Arabic accent;. “That’s 
not what is poor."

Asked if ’he was reiieiel that 
her testimony was over,, she 
replied:- ..
‘Well, it didn’t hurt me."
Will she testify again later in 

the trial?
‘If I am seeded."
Mrs. Sirhan is scheduled to 

pay another visit to her son in 
the isolated jail visiting room 
atop the Hall of Justice today 
when court adjourns;. She last 
vs^ed him last Thursday.

How is he bearing up under 
his Jong seclusion?

‘Hie is the same . . . always 
the same,” she answered, tears 
welling in her eyes. •

Next order of business in the 
Sirhan trial is the selection of 
six aIlelnlate jurors. This cannot 
be done until the trial jury takes 
its oath The alternartes. too. 
once they are selected, will be 
sequestered.

Prosecution, attonwys expect 
it will take from throe days to a

Tweek to choose the six alter- 
| rates. •
-1* they are cornct-ths 

means that epea'ing siguments- 
’in.,MOf’:el-dta^ 111 co&| 
I begin next week., ■'—^-7

1-2 Herald-Examiner 
Tos Angeles, Clif.
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MARY SIRHAN LEAVES HALL OF JUSTICE 

„_____ , She testified at her son’s tidal -----------
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Jury Sworn Infor-S^han Trial
An eight-main, four-woman jury yT 

was sworn in to try Sirhan Bishara < 
Sirhan, admitted slayer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, and attorneys 
for the defend and the prosecutiM/* 
then began selecting six alternate; 
juross. Although three weirejtenita- 
tively seated in th.e first day, each 
side has 12 peremptory Zhaltengas 
by winch they may e/nse jurors, 
and it was estimated/hat this last 
pretrial phase couldZhst a week or. 
more. The origina/12 jurors were 
accepted Jan. 24/but swearing-m • -
was delayed by argument on a. 
defense motion to quash the indict-.
ment. Superior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker denied that motion Tuesday, 
thus clearing the way to the last 
legal roadblock before the prosecu
tion begins presenting its case 
probably late next week. -——'
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By AL STUMP - --------- '1
Heral<f•Eam■mieel• Staff Writer

- Chief Dept;. Dist. Atty. Lynn 
Compton’s beefy, shoulder's 
opened space through thecrowd- 
jammed corrie css at the Sirhan 
iBishiaaa Sit-han trial and the ex
UCLA football lineman said 
’with eatifCactian: ,
■ "Judge Walker's ruling was a 
’foregone conclusion. Our inves- 
.tigctioa shows Sirhan was a 
fairly typical hard-up kid going 
to college before he dropped out 
f-rut no poverty case.” .
‘ The prosecution louder rc- 
ferred to Judge Herbert V. 
Walker’s droned-out denial of a 
;defense motoon to dism's the 
grand jury indictment against 
Sirhan on ground the jury did 
not include members of minori- 
ity groups. For 90 mniuees yrs- 
tterday, the team defending the 
man charged with slaying Sen.

as if seeking to share his mys
terious mirth. ,

Not a soul smiles back;. He’s 
looking into the largest collec
tion of dead pans in Los An
geles.

Pipefsmoking Compton said: 
"At one point today,, I showed 

Mary Sirhan (mother of the 
accused) photos of her home on 
East Howard Street in Pasade
na and placed them in evidence.

His wee w^’ a ritJlocrse, 
but firm. He was cool and

For good reason. They show a 
recsonably nice home.

"The Sirhans are far from ats 
the bottom of the economic bar--! 
rel. They’ve lived decently.” . ■

IPnor'fo’Judge Wcikrres■iruI^ 

ing, Grant Cooper snapped at a 
reporter, "I dont know how the 
prosecutten measures poorness.

_ . _ Why- Sirhan and his mother! 
Robert Kennedy attempted to together earned only $2,505.04 

-show that the jury which indict- :last year!”

’eemed suddenly to gain in 
years as he crisply shot back 

. an’wei’ concrraing his jobs and 
income. Asked his age. he was 
precise-"™ be 25 next 
month.” (March 19).

At the triaHs outset, the Jor
danian was shy and clung to his 
attorney, Russell Parsons. Two 
week’ ago he shook off Parson's 
Cri■rwnen the lawyer attempted 
to hook arm’s with him,, then did it a second time. With that,! 
Parsons gave up the effort. Fur
ther signs of independence have 
been seen!, as with his departure 
from the courtroom during re
cesses.

No longer doies he wait to be 

rscol’rd ,out by pIainciotres 
’hemf s deputises and a door
opened for him. He lopes from 
hi’ seat to a corner door, shoves 
^Fn-^mretf wd disappeeass 
with a flick of coattaits. .ed Sirim was unfairly con’ti-J Cooper emphasized that’56-1 

'ey’ year-old Mary Sirhan’s 10-year!
- (The11, F^' c"?1 Def'n’e job at a nursery brought her !
<«::’< tant B. Cooper wett^only an average of — per ,. . . ta

year, white her ".$12,0110 home” H If glumyy,to work to establish the Sirhanr 
- family as poor and struggl-lgg. 
‘ When Walker made hits deci- 
-sion, the freshly-barberd-d, neat-

Munir Sirhan, his 20-year-old 
brother, sat yesterday with one 

Itoe constant^ tapping the floor.

cost $70 a month in payments.

'• They have full utiliiies, a TV
■ as-a-pm defendant sat stiffly for set, a car, don't they?” count- 
;a momen_, his face blank;. For efed Compton, outside court
1the first time during a morning 
;of Sirhan hclf-smutes, grins and 
‘soulful glances towadd his mohi- 
:er and the audience, he seemed 
dejected.

: Until thus setback;, he had
been .tely bored and
:pleased with what he heard. 
Three times-he laughed, lightly. 

■ The little Jordanian’s smiles; 
fcome unexplainably-at times! 

1 when the dullest of testimony is 
’bring heard. Often, he swive’s
his gaze around the aude

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and sicie.)
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Herald-Examiner
Angeles, CaMf.

_ after Judge 
Wafers upholding of the in-
dictment. with a muttered: 

LL"We didn't do good today. No: 
• good at all.” ——w..-—...

Now we can get on with thi: 
trial.”

Although drlicately built, Sir- 
han has good-size hands.

When he ra’sed his right hand 
upon being ’worn in yesterday, 
it was clenched into a fist.

He moved swiftly from his 
seat. when called to fortify for 
the first time and took the stand 
as if eager to enter some words 
-of his own info ths elocuttenary

__ conte: What the clenched hand
meant w^ a mystery to view
er’s. "-------—”
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SIRHAN ON HIS WAY TO TESTIFY ~_ 
The suspect has shown signs of independence
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Two pr.ospective altemUJurors 
'in~thie murder trial of ’Sirhan 
Hisham Sir-rani were unseated by 
peremptojyfaehges by both the , 
piSWaWBie. Mm. Zena,, 
F.IMalso was challenged on legal, 
grounds by the prosecution after she, 
told Superior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker that she could decide on the 
matter of innocence or guilt, but' 
'that under no cicurnstaness could ( 
she ever vote a death penalty. She ; 
was only the thind person in nearly 
80 prospective jurors to oppose the 
death penaRy. Five alternate jurors 
have been chosen and one seat 
remains to be fllhd, but both sides 
have 11 peremptory chalfenges re
maining, wnich could forestall the 
start of ^testimony until late next, 
week. ■ •—‘-* i
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■ j She is a clerk for_ the .Los 
"Angeies, Department of Water 

and Power and lives in La 
Crescents. . -

It was learned! that she 'told 
Judge Walker that her opinions, 
of Sirhan were so strong that; . 
his defense lawyers would have 
to prove to her he should not be, 
sent to the gas chamber for first-.
degree murder.

Hunt At day's end yesterday there'
II Mill 1 Mils were only five tentatively ac-l

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

By JOHN DOUGLAS
HeraW-Cxamierr Staff Writer

Lawyes in the Sirhan murder

' • cepted altermaees seated in the 
jury box. When the rerrOn

trial labored without success

opened! there had been six. .
■ Defense and prosecution/each

A3 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, Calif.

today to complete selection of exercsed,_ ^e PeiemW-ch^1- 
six altewee jurors to hear the JeSse durm* yesterdays res

- - -■ rsonTPerempoory challenges arecase of the man accused of the 
murder of Sen. Robert F. Ken
nedy. . . . ■

Five, prospective, alternates 
were examined- during thus 
morning’s session. None were 
chosen. •

those for which 
give, no reason.

wyers need

e, a 'Los- An- 
HF of Water and

■ A Los Angeles woman, Mr’s 
Linda S. Katrenich. was ex
cused! because she said she was 
so oppored to the death penalty 
that she wood never vote for it 
in a murder case, no matter 
what the facts;. .

Secret questioning in -the 
chambers of Judge Herbert V. 
Walker, presiding: at the trial, 
MJothe disquaMcaoina of

,.Marshall W 
geles Depa 
Power technician, was chal
lenged by the prosecution, and 
Mrs. Georgia Lidpre, wife of an 
El Monte postman1, was excused 
by the defense! -

Each prospect is questioned 
in the judge’s chambers about 
rejigm, political beliefs and 
thejfliect publicity in .fee case 
may’'have had on the- prospec
tive'juror’s Mgmentt. -—w

MrsTBernadne
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■ Defense attorneys in the Sir--' 
han Bishara Sirhan murder trial 
expect the admitted! slayer of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy to go to 
prison for the killing, but they 
hope to save him from San 
Quentins gas chamber.

This startling admssioni came 
from Strhan’s chief defense 
counsel, Giant B. Cooper, yes

. terday as defense and prosecu- 
f tion continued their so far un
isuccessful search for six alter- 
1 nates for the jury which will try 
the 24-year-oId Jordaniiaa’immi
grant. / ;

Cooper told/prospective juror 
Clarence Yaw that not only 
would tne ^defense concede Sir
han shot/Kennedy, but also it 
would noVattcmpt to win an 
acquittal for him. ,

During a recess, the defense 
lawyer said that this ‘has been 
our plan all along, but we have- 
in't .said it publicly before.
। ‘I thought it was time we 
did,” he concluded.

Defense sources said Sirhan 
wasiwiare.of his lawygrsLsratt 
egy and accepted it. However*,

Cooper’s courtrwn announce
ment appeared to upset the de- ' 
fendant in the Kennedy assassi
nation case. )

Yaw was tentatively seated as 
an allemte juror yesterday, 
but despite this, the case moved 
no further toward final selection 
of the six alternes. .They must 
be chosen to supplement the 12 
trial-jurors ore the case may 
proceed.
JoeMortorm investigator for 

the Sial Tfisurantce .Depart
ment who had been tentatively. 
seated as an alternatee Thurs/ 
day, was removed! by pere-m/)- 
ry challenge late yKterdHT ‘

When court reconvenes Mon
day, questioning of another 
prospective alternate^Gordon— 
Wilson, a plumlerr, wUrWfe-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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ARGUMENTS OVERSHADOW REAL ISSUE

. BYDAVE SMITH , —r^STrfern, a .Paletttnlan immigrant, f
TmtM sua wafer, has been in jail since June 5 and his»

- In’free tedious weeks , of legal , mother, Mary, 55, is the only wornsin 
preliminaries .and •jury.•snlrction in „he has spokrn to since then- .

- — ------ . On Friday, the blonde reporter
1 was wearing: a fin--et^nre red dress, 
and Sirhan fohowd her with his

the murder trial of Sirhan Eshara 
‘Sirhan, it ns , the ’ sidelights 'that 
occupy the spotlight. .' • ’ -I

, The accused slayer of Sen. Robert 
■ F. Kennedy has moved to stage 
center'only oncee—in eight minuees 
of routine testimony that was ruled 
i^n!levant more than a week ago.,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

eyes to her seat, then stared fixedly 
j at her for much of the afternoon.
1 She usually tries to avo;d his gaze, 
but at one point their eyes met 

! briefly; he nodded slightly and gave 
; her a faint, wistful smile. ,, „
; She looked away, and his face 
, went stony,, eyes blank,, and looked 
away also. A moment later, his eyes 
wandered back to her.

. The grim cause of this cumber
some and expensive tfial—the kil-- 
ing of Stem Kennedy—stll! remans a 
reality, whose point is blumed by 
abstract's and arguments. .It will   
take the blunt impact of testimony Sirhan never dated girls much
--desef■iptions of the shooting last before .last June. Now, perhaps, he 
Jume^-to df^vr hrmn to a duhed. , never will. .... —7... .' ’ " 
courtrom what the trial is all about* The slender, pale defend-- •
|' * But until that day, there are other’ ant 'is intere'sed in the 
• pictures, little ones:: , ^ number of reportera who

Sirhan, who announced last week have come all this way just 
in an almost eager tone that he will • ’
be 25 next month, seems to have a
.mercurial temperament as jury se- 
lectk>n drones on. At times he sits in 
a brooding silence, then breaks.into 
amiabee whispers with defense 
counsel, complete with broad smiees 
and pats on the back.

On Firday, he was in an unusually 
animate! mood, even giggling at 
several whispelndi comments. He 
almost seemed not to appreciate the 
seriousness of his situation.

to’cover his trial, and Fri
day Was something of a

_Orekhov, . New York corn—. 
'spoident .for the Soviet 

■ newspaper Pravda, was 
among the spectators?.
IIt was for one day only 

J-Orekhov is in California 
on another assignment— 
but still, it shows what

But perhaps, to a way, he does. . , w^de’innent>t Suhm has 
A pretty blonde repoter has created. * * ■

attended almost every snttion of the in the sneo>twl row of 
trad, and Shten always n^es her spectators and jounaalists, 
entrances and exits with an apprect- ap shabbiy dressed rldrr 
alive nyn. ‘ ^ . ’ *7-man was trlltng another

attended almost every session of the

enviously of what hed 
heard' about the handing;

H--1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Clif.
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that could end iathcnext' 
five minutes if both sides 
would accept the six alter— 
.nate jurors -— or could 
streteh over another week.

Neither defense nor 
prosecution attorneys are 
telling precisely what 
they’re looking for to an ’ 
ideal juror-, so the court—, 
room waits.' •

In one row, a correspon
dent for an Arab-ana- 
gauage news agency f°l-_s 
lows the wearying 
proceedings;........................,

Immediately behind 
him, writngt in/Hebrew, 
sits Roni Eschel cone-" 
spondrn^for7h^newsp>a- 
per Maariv of Tel Aviv. ,

And immediately behind 
' Eschd, sits a tmy, gray- 
hairoi woman who .from 
time to time writes down 
her own thoughte, in Ara
bic, in a small blue note—■ 
book. She is Mary'Sirhan.

; OT^, who will be 
confined day and night, 

' through the two o” three 
1 ■ months the trial lasts. ■' 

> . 'Those jurors,’ he said, 
1 ’they got a real nice dcah 

They get $5 a day and the 
best,of cats..I'd like to get 

a deal like that.’ '
• Jurors actually draw $10 

a day for jury duty, and 
they'll be .allowed! $8.50 a

■ day for ’ratt’■—$1150 for, 
breakfast, $2.50 for toch. 
and $4.50 for dinner. 
'They'll , be kept at the 
.Biltmore and will be out of 
contact with their famiiiss 
and friends, except for 
weekend visits from a 
spoure, at his or her, 

expenses. .
As the tral prelimnaa- 

ries drag on, prospective 
jurors are excused, ques- 
tonTd^altteniged, seated, 
dismissed-tt is a process
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Swan Jurors Ready no Undortak®
A Like of ’S& 1 soWon'

. By John Dougas — 
HersUE:s«i»l^^ «ss Writer

Sometime this week, ,18 men 
'good and true” will begin an 
experiment in communal hv-

™s weekend the jurors are On weekends. ancUhouldL 
afTjome, and the altenatesnhe Tria last that long-on , 
fave not yet been chosen. But holidaystuey will be taken
they will be this week. on trips. Disneylawl is one./

Once they are, they will be dert•iMi0)tl • • ■ KHOHs Berry 
sequestered (locked up) in the F^m an‘o’ler■. -

ing which may fest a quarter-, Biltmore, ■ Deputy Shenff Willard Fol
Court attahe^ forecast that “emus'’Judge Wikers baiMf 

this sequestering may come’^JheJ^ A11^^^^^ 
Thursday, fo^ntg the Lin- ’s^^L dllec*o‘ for Jhe /A 
coins Birthday hold^y on r°s5' He, Uos done this Job 
which there will be no Sir-han befoie'

of a year and end with their
deciding whether a youg
man will live or die. .

Andi fsome of these 18 “good 
men and true” are women.
They are tie jurors and a. 

terne jurora in the Sirtan 
Bilhara Sirhm murder trial. 
T'e desgnaionn ‘10x1 men 
and lime” applies equally in 

, the lirgo of the low to male 
at-d femate jurors.
The 18 will live in -splendid 

r Notion in downtown Los An- 
getes’ Fillmore Hotel.

Their material need:; will he 
I minfceered Io by the bailiffs of 
. the Supine Court of the 
State of Calffcnnia in and for 
the County of Los Angeles,. , '

trial.

And their spiritual needs
will not be negest^ . , 

; Superior Judge _ Herbert V/ 
■ Waller, a key layman of the 
• Eris-copal Church has seen in 
that.

At his request. His ExceL 
leacy the Right Rev. Franck. 

.Enc Blow Bishop of He Los 
Angeles Episcopal Diocese, 

’has agreed to appoint a 
chaplani to the jury. The se- 
leri.-mi of this press., who will 
h an Anglican ministering to 
De urrors no matter what

’’ s week.

For the jurors, the Biltmore 
experience will in many ways 
be like liviing in a prep-school 
dormitory. But the prefects 
wil! carry guns and wear 
uniforms of Los Angeles depu
ty she-nfi's.

There will be half a dozen 
stationed on the Biltmore’s 
sixth floor, where the county 
has taken over a full wing of 
■? rooms for the jury.

Each juror will have his 
own room for which the coun
ty will pay $3 a day. The 
deputy skerffss will be housed 
in rooms costing $8 daily.

When the jurors want priva
cy they can stay in their own 
rooms. If they seek the ’socie
ty of their colleagues. they will 
be able to do 50 in two rec«.

awn1 rooms. Telev^s''wilt 
«be available-butt censored by 
a deputy who will make sure 
that no televison news of the 
trial is avaiiWe to the jurora 
and alteriaatss.

Jurors will also be able to 
re°d newspapers and maga
zines, but all fence to the 
Slrhar case will have been cut 
fmm these before the jurors 
see them. ,_______,

.; • If a juror wants a drink, be

doesn’t want too many. But, 
he will Havre to pay for them 
himself. The County of Los 
Angeles does not buy liquor.

Weekends the jurors can be 
visited by their wives and 
husband:?, if they have them. 
The visits can extend over
night, if the spouse is willing ' 
to pay the Biltmore $3 for a . 
bed,

Meals will be paid for by 
the county at the rate of $8.53 
a day. If a juror wants more 
food, or more expensive food, 
he has to pay for it hinseff.

When the trial is concluded, 
the jurors will krow each oth
er better than nearly any' 
group in the world. .

Among them win develop 
frMnd&pps and perhaps even 
love.
—and perhaps hate. '^^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and ttat?l)
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BY JOHN DOUGLAS
Perr'd-tEasfineer Staff Writer

Search for six alternate jurors 
to hear the case of Sirhan Bs/

At weeks end a tidal of.^h^ That was ^e end of hisJenS 
"Siospects had been excused be- asa prospective a|sral;tey^i^rrS 
cause of stIf•admtited bias to Another prospect, ia ths rn- 
ward Sirhan. chambers secret hearing, told

Judge Walker that, as far as coX\ftnS J4>1"i “rntil watt be 

tamvtaMby Cram B. Coop- f^^5^^’® ito 

or, 1s » somettfet Mtnlk ;PvgAAA dhjS ;^ 
and sent io the gas chamber.

The prosecution, too, has had 
its problems.

Two prospective altenastes 
this week testiltcd that they 
could not in conscience vote the 
death penny in any case of 
murder, no muer what the

Zea Berman, New York City 
attorney who has jmed the 
defense stair, has feared for a 
long timet.

One of its result is that the
defense is ben* if anything?, 
more caution's in the selection of
.alternates than It was in
.chaaitg the Jsjy.iUeH. . carcusnssaacecs. They, too, were
1 Cooper, discussing the state of excused.
mind of the-aim's toward the The upshot of these dffftul- 

hara Sirhan,, admitted slayer of mental capacity’ of his dent, ties is that selection of alternate^ 
" “ ’ tends to repeat his quests-uros is bogged down, and con

agato and resin - until be is sequently so is the start of 
absolutely sure he is understood pItseotattrla of evidence against 
and Sae understands the juror. Sir^aar.

White this repttltlrKt is .at first1 This deadlock will be broken

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, re
sumes today..

Defense and prosecuta at
toneys spent three days on the 
tediois task last week and end
ed Friday no nearer comp^io® 
of the jury than they were when 
they began. j

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A2
Los

Herald-Examiner
Angeles, Calif.

A number of factors complj-' 
caie she search for the aittr- 
nates. ■ •

. Perhaps the most important 
one is that for the first time 

. since Sir-ham's trial began Jam 7 
the court of Superior Judge Her- 
,tert V. Walker has been faced

hard tolWm, its purpose be sememe this week, the atior- 
came clear last week in the neys believe. ,
qutsifenJgoILrs Egelespost. But neither side is mThuny.| 

narRObsrosJerryPeryhad^he-tS!^!! basic 
questioning: / Judge Walker in 
which he had said that he be- 
lev"^ in the ‘American concept 
of justte that says every defen
dant is presumed innocent until 
proven. otUervieh”

In a secret ■tochamess hear
ing before the judge, he had, 
been questioned about his politi
cal views and his ’xe-coaop-; 
lions, if any, about the case,: 
and bad passed.

with outright admiued hostility 
and prejudiej toward the defen
dant, on the part of the prospec
tive al‘ttiratte Jurors.
. While none of the 53 panelists

examined in the se^ch fcr the Bufinaaily, near the end of
basic nial jury of eight men h^ questioning Cooper asked 

and.Icur. wcm^La'mJitK1. be-Perry if be, considering every- 
codd rct give Ue 24«year-old thing he knew and .had heard in 
Jcr'anlan^ irnmgmt a fern the courtroom, felt prejudiced 
trad, un one day last week three asai:xs£ Si-roan. ’ u 
prospecthe alternates were^ex-^je^ answered!: 
caused bftCa^!se they it^iiIiSd,‘<^,^ possibly/* 

y .* y
would not gve Sirhan a fair!

Date: 
Edition 
Author: 
Editor:
Title:

2/10/69
Late News
John Douglas
Donald Goodenow
Kensalt

Charai:t<ir:
or

Classflicatcon: 56—If: 6
Submitiingonce: Los Angeles 
f"! Bela? Investigated

SEARCHED

/ FEB111969



FMW (Rev. 7-J6-.63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/)

By JOHN DOUGLAS 
■ McradJ-Exanniecr Staff Writer

New mystery surrounded! the 
Sirhan Hisham Sirhan murder

JJss. Landgreon, mother? of 
three, and downtown les+ An
geles resident,'is the wife of an 
insurance company pension ad
ministrator.

She testified she is not abso

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and siaie.)

tad today as District Attoray ^eiy opposed .to the death pec- 
E^AYoun^ spent more^y, out would only vote to 
man had an hour in a 'secetinipose it in “most. extern® 
conference with lawyers fo<^>- -
both site in the chanberss of **“ ‘
Superior Court Judge Herbert 
V. Waller..

Neither Younger nor defuse 
atorpeey Grant B. Cooper would 
discuss the conference.

The strict attorney parried 
newsman^; questions by saying: 
• ‘Afraid I can't tell you any-
^ sorry

11 have nothing

Again today Sirhan took little 
interest in the court proceedings 
around him. ■
Entering court, M eyes 

sought cut his family. Spotng 
them he gave his us wave 
and then proceede.d/° ignore 
them and the rest other specta-i  
tors. Michael McCowan. chief  
investor v/dnC defense,  
gave tie H-yr/ old JordMann to say-! r .

Except to seek modiffaatica of immigrant a cfpy da political 
.a wot order Mng poifctty ft w-^.Ke^W. admit- 
tn the case of the admitted ted slayer.spent a great de-l of 
slayer of Senator Robert F. Umo studying. -- --------- ’
Kennedy, Younger has takes The leaflet was captioned.

J"Si]han_krew the truth. Welute part in the Sirhan trial. _ , _ _ , .
His chief deputy, Lynn D. Americans do not know.

Compton, has led the prosecu-i ------—
ton. Compton was not present 
for the conference and has not 
been in court for the past three 
trial days.

be has fiequettUy been absent, 
attending to other business.

After grtlng off to a delayed 
start, the Sirhan trial this awn-- 
ing again bogged down in the 
selection of aiWe jurors.

,Eight wpTctvve altertattes 
were excused became they con- 
vncnd the court serv-Ue during 
the knghy trial would bo a 
hardship to them. /

Finally, Mrs. ELmor Lj^>" 
resn.,w-s!.Jtntauvtiy se^ as 
an alternates. '——■--'

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, CUf.
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Younger Pays Surprse' 
V isi t to Sirhan Tr ia.l;

Confess W ith Attorneys for Both Sides, ( 

Sth's Speculation of New Development

BY DAVE SMITH . 4
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

, 1 • Times St;

, Disk Atty. Evelle J.
;Younger paid his first visit 
•.to. the murder trial of 
Sirhan Bishara Six’hi sin'

, Monday,' causing specula-' 
.tion that a new develop
. ment may be forthomigg , 

: • in the case against the 
- admitted killer of Sen,.
’ Robert F1. Kennedy.
* Younger met with 
■ prosecution and deeenee 
counsel in the chambers of

. Superior Judge Herbert V.
; Walker. ‘
\ Both sides said later 
■ they had discusssed scale 
", models of parts of the 
;Ambassador, where Sen.
Kennedy was shot last 
June 5. They declined to 

, comment further.
-,. AsSUon Monday, the 
* deirn and prosecution

f Wrteer _ < * *

ground through examina
tion of 22 prospective al
ternate jurors, .winding up 
at the "same place they 
have occupied for a week: 
five alternates tentatively 
seated, one seat to be 

- filled, with nnie perempto
ry chahenges still availab
le to each side.
. Two men were excused 
on legal ground's when 
they said they were op
posed to the death penality 
and could not vote a death 
verdict under any circum- 
staness. They were the 1 
first men among' more 
than 100 prospective jur
ors to voice this position. ( 
Five women also have.1 
exproseed opposition to . 
capital pun'shreem and'] 
also have been excused on 
legal grounds. -------^J

I-24 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, CaHf.
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5j By JOHN DOUGLAS ____  
V i^et^a1r-Examiotr.Staff Writer, (
-i Only the selection tf',one aI• 

ternate juror delays the start of 
presentation of the prosecution 
case in the Sirhan Bishara Sir
han murder trial. ■ 
'J Grant B. Cooper, chief de
fense erunst1.ftr the Si-year-old 
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert 
F: Kennedy, ■predeated at -the 
cSose of. yesterdays court .ses
sion that this addi.tttnall alter
nate would.be chosen by today.. 
„?The Sirhan jury will have six

—The...Lr5' Angees Joce ^De/ Three prospective altefflaees 
partmtot s( speaal Satan task were challenged by Dep. DisC 

c.. ge y p s- force has constructed two scale
r 1 models—one of the ground floor 
। of the Ambassador Hrttl, the 
. other 'of the ktchien off the 

• hotel's Embassy Room where 
• Ktootdy was shot.
t^-Tie larger mockup will give 
■[tht jury a view of'the scene of 

the crime. It will be used in
' stead of 1tating the jurors visit 

the hotel. Security i»nsidtr- 
atirns for Sir-han rule out a visit 
to the scene. ■.

2te!nJ^ats$ and Cooper said that1’ 
the five so far seated in the jury. 
box are probably acceptable to,, 
both sides.: ”
^According to Cooper, if selec-

• The second mtdti■-ihat of the

toon of the alternaess is complet
ed by noon today; Chef* Deputy 
District Attorney Lynn D. 
Compton, who heads the prose- 
eutton, can make his optning 
itaeement Thursday. 'Wednee- 
day is a htliday-IOerbO:S$ 
bithday. ... .
- : Prosecution and defense attor- 
.neys ernftrrtdi with Judge Her- 
;bert V. Walker presiding over 
'he trial, yesterdtiiy on "some! 
major carpenryy that wi11 be 
uneeded in the armoe-plaied,

kitchen-wm protably be intro- 
■ dmed in eyidence, Cooper said. 
;; Both models are very large 
and win require considerable 
tearrangemnnt of the small 
courtrooms.
_Dist. Atty. Evejlle J.. Younger 
personally’TOoK-pax- m ^ser 
day's erof«tneg1, his first visit 
to the eourtr<x>m .since the'Sir- 
han trial began. Compton was 
absent.^ • ; ■
‘ Cooper said other matters be
sides the models were ds$- 
cussed, but neither he, nor 
Younger, would discuss the ern-- 
itrtnce. ■ .

- Atty. John Howard after they 
’ said they had strong convictions 
; against ahg death penalty.. In 
two cases. Cooper opposed the 
prosecution chall e ng e.^he 
third, that rfMs..,ChtsteJiHartt. 
was not contested. /

a11 five alternaess atoaativt1y 
seated io the jury box'could be 
rter:>vid by dtftosg and prose
cation peremptory eh^a^ngge- 
thrsg for which the lawyers 
need give no reason. However, 
Cooper believes that the five 
now stattd will be mutually 
satisfactoyy.

They are: ✓
_Clarence Jfaw, Los Angeles 

businessman. ' ■
. Mrs. Eleanor LandgrigOl. wife 

of an insurance- company penr- 
.sion administrator'.

_Miss. Ruth StiilmaorLos An- 
gelts^se^iosuraoet^uster. 

_It>hn H. J-ison, a computer 
systems ■<dtS,igotr. ■ ;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and statt.)

A-3 Herald-Examiner
“Los Angeles, Calf.

.eighth-floor* Hall of Justice 
courtroom where Sirhan is

A total of 23 prospective alter
nate jurors were examined yes- 
tariay. Two altemaees, tenta-

Mrs. Bertha Feenstra. wife of 
an e1tcariiaon. / •

Unless chaflenged, these five, 
and rng other, will join the trial 
jury of eight men and four 
women in hearing the case

Date: 2/11/69
Edition: Night Final
Author: John Douglas 
Editor: Donald Gtodtnrw•
Title: Keensat

-being treed before the proseeuu- 
.■ton can open its case. --------

s ■iiig1y seated, were removed-by aga.it|st ‘he Jordlanaaa immi- 
prosecution and dtitosg ChalgiaOa:...Shou1d a regular jurorttion and defense chay 
^ Two replacements were

Characier:

selected for them.
Mort of the jurors excused 

yesterday wee let go after they 
testified it would be an ecmom- 
le or family hardship for them 
to serve during the trial, which 
mav take as long as thee 
moohts. „,.'—;—*, ,
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fall ill, or for; some other reason* 
be disqualified; one ofthraiter- 
nates, chosen by lot, will take, 
his place. ' ,

The attenaaess, as well as the 
jurors, will be tocked up in the 
Biltmore Hotel when not in the 
courtooom. They will be housed 
Jn private rooms in a wing of 
the hotels sixth floor. They will 
take their meals in a reserved 
section of the Bilt;moi'e’s main 
dining room.

Husband^ and wives of jurors 
and altentaess will be permatied 
to. visit them overnight on week
ends. .. , - -
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Trial and Bring Life Sentence 
| . BY DAVE SMITH ,
{ ■ ■■• , Times Staff Writer ,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

J-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Caaif. .

Silurian Bishara Sirhan probably Reason for Switch Told ,^ 
wi|1 plead guilty to firstetggrf" " The wiliingness of the” three 
murder in the slaying of Sen. Robert defense lawyers; to change the plea 
F.'Kennedy, it was learned Tuesday. is said to be b^ onftheH

~. .;’ v conviction that, while psychiatric The switch from an earlier plea of ••’ • pyc i '•evidence would not warrant a death
mnocence c°uld aime when the trial penally, they could not hope for a 
reconvenes Thusoaay morning, and jury verdict of less than first-degree 
would result from either an under- murder. , ’murder.
rtanding or a firm belief that a life They are confident that the 
term would bethe maximum penal- psychiarric evidence by both sides 
ty. 1 . iwould block any effort to secure a

Such a change of plea woudmake 'death penalty. Instead, they feel, it 
.it unnecessary to try Sir-han on t,he to support the defe^ conten'
question of guilt or innocence and .ton that Simans aimmished men- 
wouM reduce the trial-oncer ex- tal or emotional capacity mitigated 
pected to consume two or three the degree of premedttatinn that 
months — to a penaUy hewing, pos- 'must be proved to warrant a death 
sibly o fonly a few days' duraiion. 'penaUy. "

The only .likely obstacle would be J They, are so .confident that they 
Sirhan’s own refusal to change his jconsented about two wee’ks ago t«; 
pIea'f allow the Prosecution's psycha/r^!Defense attorneys huedk-i Thies- ‘consultant ^-^-a’--pr^.”- ■a■ .
day afternoon with Sirhan, his 
mother, 'Mary, and brother, Munir," to dswss the possible advantages of 
a guilty plea.

Sirhan has been described as

examine Sirhan. / l
It was believed llut the prosecu

tion, after- considerng Pollack's 
foeiings» substantially agreed with’

fearM that a change of plea coulrThe defense assessment. 
ro.b_hi..mof the chance to publicly air •
his reasons for the assass’nation. ,
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',JtWHalso believed that Supertofl^ounger and Chief Dcp., Got No Comment’
• JudgeHerbert V. Walker is incline'd"!^ Atty. Lyen D. Cornp- 
'to accept the.change of peeat. with ..ton enlivened .the specula- 
the understanding that the matter tion still further Tuesday 
would proceed immediately to some -vBen ihev «w ihAmJ■ form ol tranny trial More aju^. ;“” they .? “V’”’.?’ 

Under California law. whether a. PA1 w“ d not if "A 
person pleads guilty to .first-degree .’"g}® accept a gumy plea

■.murder or asconunteyd of its the on.y to vithvr -
two possible sentences are death or

- lift imprioornven-.-’ •

1 to either manslaughter or 
second -degree munder. 
They did specify that they 

. would have to consider a 
’ plea of guilty to first- 
■ degree mundUr.
■ %The defense has iedicat-

Younger Makes First Visit 
■ Speculation on a pOSSibIv guilty 
plea has been rife since the plea of 

, innocence was first entered last 
' year. Maters came to a head Monday’ 

morning, however., when-Diet..Atty., 
EveHe J. Younger made his first' 
visit to the trial. (
After a half-hour session between 

prosecution and defense counsel in 
Judge Walker’s chambers, both eiSee 
were uncommunicative about the

-^n tor toe meeting. fit of the resulU of toe'
.It was -learned, however, that a; poUce Investigation and of 

possible change of plea was dis-1 Dr. Polteck’s evaluation of 
ceesvdl. . ’'Sirhan.

ed for some time, it was 
learned, that it might con
sider a change of plea.
;^ Yourgeer’s Stand
..Younger is behoved to 
haw taken the position, 
however, that before ac
cepting a pea of guilty he 
should have the full bene-

"f made it convenvntt? 
he. said-. ’for appropriaee 
officials in government to 
express an.opinion to me 

-—teey declined and made 
no comment or recommen
dation.'
u The regular jury was 
sworn in two weeks ago, 
and six alternates were 
sworn in Tuesday morn
ing, after questioning, that 
was remarkably cursory 
(in contrast to earlier, 
methodical testing by both 

.sides of each prospective 

.jurors’reiigoous, political' 
and social views. . '
* It was noteworthy, also, 
that the prosecution made 
no mentOon this week to 
prospective Jurors of the 
posnbiiity they might be 
asked to vote a death 
penalty.

The last ahenaaee ac
cepted before the alter

Then Younger Mmsd., ie a televi- . ^Soon after Dr. Pollack 
sioe ietervtew Monday eight,.gava first interviewed the de
added impetus to the speculation 'frndant, Youngtr in- 
wnen h? commented cryptically that formed persons close to 
thv Siman trial could take *thrvv । the .heeeeSy family that 
month’s or throe days.' i.the acceptance of a charge
_ _ A change of pita is one of the few L6. 'ea. was,,.be’6? ’‘s- 
thiegs that could rvcuici the trial so ^’se’.’ a®® ^hr, mmrma- 
SraeticaIly after forecasts of months x'on was received roncom- 
of testimony and nearly six weeks m?,alyt. . .____.. „
already consumed with preliminary „ ‘1ou,ng'V.r h4m’vlf rV- 
motOneLand selection of 12 regular yea, „ ^OX tv- he 
and^ix altenade jurors. ~—-had..-^VV? the NixonJ ■■ ASmieletlation an oppor

tunity "to make any com- 
■ merits concernegg tor djs- 

. position of the case” in so
far a’ it.may have interea- 
ttionalTmpiiattoess. *—

nate panel wa’ sworn, 
MIS’ Gloria J.,Haffeyt was 
questioned briefly. in
Chambers and no at all in 

was theopen court. She 
only juror, among more 
than 100 prospects, to be 

- accepted ie such ---------a man-
her. - .
4°i Adds Speculation
^Ths remarkably rapid 
and uncntcal acceptance 
further devpenrd specula
tion that both deIrnee and 
prosecution wee eager to 
Steprnev finally with the 
|ime-consumrng jury se



■ Jdge,. Walker, _mTaj-ideath penalty 'only inJhe 
white, after swearing in i. most extreme cases;.*//, 
the alternate panel, re-! The defendant's mother, 
leased! all 18 jurors until 8 Mary, 55, told reporters 
,).m, today when they are .afterward, '.They seem, 
to/report to the Biltmore like nice people. I must 
to be sequestered for pray for them, and may 
however Jong the Sirhan : God give them the light.? 
trial will now last. • /, Defense attorney Emile

, .Dep. D'st. Atty;. David.N.! .Zola .Berman said of hi' 
Fitts accepted Mss Haffey'' .planned opening state 

■ on behalf of .the prosecu- ( ment for the defense: 
tion and announced that „ ,'We're going to-work, Jin 

; the prosecution would ac- ' all the probeems that make 
' up Sirhan Sirhan and 

expiate how he tickler 
doesn't tick.'

Noting that the trial 
would be recessed! for 
Lincoln's birthday, Judge 
Walker adjourned

cept the altermtee.pancl. , 
vDefense attorney Grant ; 
.B. Cooper, asked whether 
the defense waned to 
exercise another peremp
tory challenge, said 'Your 
Honor, Ita happy to an- 
n'oUnee we have a jury."

"In addition to Miss Haf- 
fey, the alternate panel 
included George Stitzel, a 
Los .Angees Thus press
room foreman; Mss Ruth 
A. Stillman, an insurance 
adjuster for Firemen's In-
surance; John H. Johnson, 
a'Computer designer for 
Scientific Data Systems; 
Clarence.Yaw. a purchaser, 
for Standard Oil of Califor
nia, and Mliss. Eleanor B. 

. tahdgrim, a Tempto City 
hourewlle, mother of 
three son's. . ' . 
'."Johnson is the only 
Negro among the alter
nates and the 12 regular 
jurors sworn in earlier.
, Mte. LandgreJn is the 

only sworn juror to come 
clcse to opposing capital 
punishment. She admitted 
under questioning that 
saTcCT impo'erne

proceedings until 930 a.m. 
Thussday and told the 
jurors 'enjoy the holiday 
and take care of your
selves.'

The judge told the jurors 
that facilittes for confes
sion and Mass would be 
pro>vdd«i for Gatholjc jur
ors and that an Epscopa} 
priest will provide liturgy 
cal, services for Prote
stants. ~-—>**-e
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By JOHN DOUGLAS
KeroWEzxatnieer Staff Writer

■ Murder is the name of the 
trimt—f^•st-Vg’vp muder.

-ZZSFwiI1 trocf Kennedy to a 
■ spot near an ice machine in the 
I Embassy Room kithenr. There, 

he wi|l say, Sir-han, with a .22

Robert F. Kennedy, junior 
senator from New York and 
presidfniiaI aspirant, was the 
victim.

. SMw Bi-shora Sirhan, 24, 
stands scused of this meter, 
and, if convicted, could lose his 
own life in San Quentin Prion's 

. gas chamber.
These grim facas-tVe reasons 

for the Sir-han murder trial— 
have been obscured in the past 
few weeks as defense and prose
cution lawyers, have* stepped 
through the delicafe mrnuet of 
jury section ^.d preliminary 
motions, • .

They wm be back in perspec
tive tononow when Chef Depu
ty District Attorney Lynn d. 
Compton opens the case for the yet to soy 10 words in the trial— 

Emile Zola Berman.People of the State of Caw- c
nia. , Soon after Compton finishes,

Compton will detal the flttt E;?mi:iW.rtik2s:7nte.of the crime, and announce howiBv h^.been/^ected to,make 
he ond his associates, Deputy the,.optnig.speech?for the deDistrict Attorneys DavteT N.I fTe. B?m^* and his c^oun- 
Fitts and John Howard, jntca^1 sei Grant B. Cooper and Russell 
to establish them. I E. Parsons, had two options.

Near the jury box as Compton' to the ^pen^ng., They. c^d - - - -pioi mmedaately follow Compton, or
' defer until the conclusion of

speaks will be o scale model of
the ground .floor of the Ambas
sador Hotel. The burly chief 
prosecutor will refer to it again 
and again as he traces the slain

the move as rapidly as pottible to 
_ joke the edge off Comptons 
^prtsfntalioon-wtich it admits 

will be very damaging. ■

st5otor^movements early the 
morning of June 5,1968. •

lor. Sirhan admits slaying Ken
nedy, and his lawyers conode 
he cannot escape puntthment. 
But they want that penalty to be 
paid in prison, not in the death 
house. The prosecution wants 
the jury to find the youthful 

1 Jordanian immigrant guilty of 
first degree murder, and then, 
in the subsequent,penalty trial, 
to condemn him. - .

Berman will lltaen carefully
&| to Compton, checking the prose- 
hi cuter's statefflens against the 

■>.!manuscript of his own 
। cponing- • seekh^; where to

(Indicate page, name of 
nvwspaper, city aAd-state.)

calibre revolver in his hand and 
malice in his heart gunned 
down the senator.

Sudan admass. the -slaying) 
and denies the mahvs.

White there .is little argumentt 
about the basic facts of Kenne
dy's murder, Compton , says 
there are brings people don't 

know." The chief prosecutor 
will reveal these in his opening 
speech/

Comptons remarks will be to 
the jury and its alternates,. But 
they will ring loudest in the ears 
of the mon whose fate they are 
designed to seri-Sirhan.

Seated at the tabee with the 
dimniutive JoJdanrian will be 
the one of his attorneys who has

tounterpuyt*, •
Lfceniig, too, but n at ttvj 

defense tatte, will another' 
hwyer-Abbf^.J.ajOro of Do 
troit, on Arab,/nd mystery  
man of the Sirhad team.

Jaborais a source of friction 
in tire Sirhan defense battery.. 
To Ronsons, he is a vaW 
consultant. To Berman and 
Cooper he is often a thorn’in the 
side. ■■ ..

He sppeored almost unnoticed 
shortly after the trial began last 
month. At first he spoke to no 
one and declined even to give 
his name to newsmen.

After a few days he wos as
signed a seat next to the defen
dant's mother-Mss. Mary Sir 
hon. He chatted with her in ber 
native Arobic, and appeared to 
comfort her when.trial dweopp- 
ments distuned! her.

Pressed for .an explanation, 
Defense ChfInvtttgater Mh 
choel McCoZe^- MentieM J- 
bora as a lawyer who wos hepp- 
ing the defense, ot his own 
expeenee, in tie translation of 
certarn Arobic/documents. Mc
Cowan mentioned entries in.At-i 
awe in the diaries Sirhan kept.!

A-3 Herald-Examinee 
Los Angeles, dlf.
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presentation of the state's evi
dence. . ■

The dcfenee strategy is to



I Then. Jabara left Los Angeles 
i and some of the defense; law
yers publicly expressed their 
relief. ,

Yesterday he returned, and in 
response to .questions, Parsons 
identified him as a “consultant 
to the defense.”

He said he had selected Ja. 
bara at the recommendation of 
an Arab lawyer practicing in 
this city, whom he decked to 
Mentffy. .

, Parsons said Jabara was ad-
viang on aspects of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict which affect the 
defsnss. Jabara also prescribed 

■ a reading list of pro-Arab litera- 
■ ture for defense counsel to read. 
I “He is most valuabee to me,” 
Parsons said.
: But from other members of
the defense battery came grum-
bling that the Arab attorneyfy ^ t^- , ' .
was attempting to turn the Sir- But not, perhaps, for a month, 
han murder trial into a forum First, the prosecutors will have, 
for arguing the Arab-tsiaeeti em- their iMhigs and, through, the. 
" " use of 60 to 80 witnesses they;

was attempting to turn the Sir

brogHp. . ..
“- won’t do it.” said one. wH seek 'to convince the jury;
Jabara himself denied this, that the.kUinng of Kennedy was:

Hesaid hewas lntsresecdir the/wf^ deliberate, premed--' 
Arab-Israeli question only as itia^sd m^-”’ 
was “telsvant” to Sirhan’s de-
fene. '

But he added that he expected 
the Sirhan trial “may bring 
better American understanding 
of Arab-s$aaeji problems.” . 

• ’Newsmen learned this of his 
background:

He is- a member of a small
‘ firm of young lawyers in De- ■
•tiOit His firm has a civil rights--Diam0 
itype practise and has frequently JhS 
represented hippies and tenants’ Atty./
I councies.

He is active in Arab riirirs.ioliliCt w’l become the mind of 
etrott and Wayns CountvJSiihan Sirhan.” - -------^Detroit and Wayne County, 

Mirth., and has several times
spoken on behalf of the Arab 
causeuat-Wayne State Universi
ty. . „ ..|

He says he was invited there 
J01rtlf^by the YounFSogalsL 
League and the Atabstudent$ 
Association. z ------

Jabara said he has represent: 
cd Arab groups, but does not 
have as a client any Arab na
tion, or Arab nationalistic or
ganization.

The defense views the Kenne
dy murder, in part, as a politi
cal assassination. As it seek’s to 
prove that Sirhamoicted under 
*dmin!ShedLctp^cl£f“:thtat his 
falling of Sod. Kennedy was 
without the Slsmsrt of malics- 
Parsons believes that it may be 
necetsaty to show that obses
sion with the Arab-ssraeli struig-
gle, and Kenredfts avowed es
pousal cf the Israeli cause 

■ pteysd on Sirhan’s mind. Wit- 
nstsets will be produced to testi-

(These witnesses will be police
men, technicians, perhaps news-
men and above all friends of 
Sen. Kennedy who saw the slay
ing. '• . . .' ।

Nucleus of the defense case 
will be the Sirhan family, com
patriots of the young Arab, and 
a team of forensic psychiatrists 
headed by UCLA’s Dr. Bernard

i Diann
forecasts Deputy Dist.

‘The true arena of this con-
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Sarhan Trial
(Iadlcats parge, name of 
newspaper, city and rtatt.)

, \ By JOHN DOUGLAS
" ’ '’ /^t<rl^W-IXanmSrer„S?i« Writer ’ - . J

. Legal counsel today set the stage for the’-Iifeojr- ’ 
death trial of Sir-han Bishara Sirhan, admitted slayen 
of Scn. Robert F.'Kennedy. |

A-l Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, CaHf.

Opening arguments by both 
sides win be heard by a jury of 
eight men and four women in 
the court of Superior Judge Her 
bed V. Walker. •,

Court was not in session yes-

. Parsons said the conference 
. was called to "disuss all as- 
;pects of the case.” He said it 
! was the second such meeting in 
two days. The first, Tuesday, 
lasted two hours, be said.

Chef Dep. Diet. Alt. Lynn D. 
terday because °f the lynx’s Compton will open for the pro-
Birthday holiday, and Siihan’s 
lawyers used the respne for a 
conference with their client and 
has family. They spent about 1^ 
hours in Siihan’s cell, but de
clined to .discuss the meeting.

Present at. the conf 
with Sirhan were his three law
yers, Grant B. Coo, Russell 
E. Persons, and mee Zola

• _ Arab 
attorney from euon, who is 

nt to the defense; Rob; 
aiser, Sirhan’s biographer 

S'eai’se investigator, and 
of the defendant’ brothers - Munir and Adel Sirhan. The 

brothers arrived late and were 
admitted to the jail only after a 
long delay. ■

Berman; AbdeenJ

ert
conn

sedition and Berman is sched
uled to •follow him. The New 
York defense attorney said yes- 
tentey he expected his speech 
to last 35 minutta;, Berman said 
hie was not sure any witnesses 
would be heard today'., ;

Prosecutors made it clear 
they were ready to proceed with 
their casse and expect no mo 
delays in the trad. Asked 
there was a possibnity that/ir- 
han might change his pila .to 
guilty and throw alnsef/Oi^iae 
mercy of the court, ' ‘
Evelte J. Younger repiedl 
through a spokesman, "We have 
made no deals.”

Jurors and aiernatee jurors in 
the case reported last night to 
the Bittmoee Hotel's .sixth floor 
where they will be locked up 
for thse duration of the trial.

ist. Att.
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The admitted slayer’s mother, 
Mrs. Mary Sir-han, who ha^ 
been of ^brS^ $!

fachdayp°Vhentr Sheriffs bus and remain under'a^£;£ waster uniil ti±i 

"very tired and had to, rest.” t^ir verdct. 1
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Sirhon Offered New Defense Team 
’ Reports that Sirhan B. Sirhan, on -'  ̂

trial for the assassination of Sen/ ^
; .Robert F. Kenney, might change _
-hixpeaJo guilty brought anyftcr
from the Action Committee on /rah- .

.AniafCao^£EEnS^t0^pre^a“OtW^
team.?1defense kwyta/in Sirhan's;
behalf. Dr. Mf^^eMje, chailmtan! 
of the commute?, s/d the present' 

.defense lawyers have 'failed to’
undenstardI that the Sidun case is a ,

^historic political event and not an •
ordinary legal.problem.’  -----u.. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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S irh a n's Motion fot.Msiiti^

Jury Hears Statement That Defendant Attended Party 
for Sen. Kennedy at Ambassador Two Day's Before Slaying ;

- BY DAVE SMITH'
Jta Staff Writer

(Indicate page, name o' 
newspaper, city and riais.)

Sirhan Blshara Sirhan attended a 
ptceIsction party for Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy at the A.mOa;rsador two 
days before the senator was shot to
death there, it was disclosed in the 
ptosecutlon’« opening statement 
Thursday. „

The disclosure came shortly after
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker

The previously undisclosed high
light concerned a preelection party 
for the New York senator last Junie 2 
in the Ambassador's Palm Curt—a 
few yards away from the site of the 
fatal encounter in a pantry corridor.

I-1 Io’ Angeles Times 
Lo’ Angeles, Clif.

Sen..Kenn<dy, destined to be the. 
victor in the June 4 .’Democratic. 

. primary, addeersed several hundred
den - a motion for mistrial by. boosters at the party. Among the 
Sirhan s defense attorneys. J v crowd, said Fit’s, was the defendant,; 
- Tim motoon was based on grounds recognized by an acqualnanace who'
that a rioty .in The Times Wedne’- ad worfadtnext door to Sirhan in
day prejudiced Sirian’s .right to a/Posadena, - • ’ b A 
fair trial by saying the 24-year-ol ‘ , ql rmiM Riii » Da^ ’. ‘ ’ 
eefsndant.proOabIgyf would-ychangdeL. A . KV Dog . ,
his plea from innocent’to gulty^f”*. Two day later, Fitt’ said, Sudan 
fi lrS;-degtese.mutest•.

Jurors Interviewed
* was target practicing at the San 
1 Gabriel Valley Gun Club in Duarte 
with an eight-shot 22-caliter revol
ver. Asked by an observer what hie 
planned to do with a pistol of such 

• small size, Sirhan was quoted as 
answering: . . . ... • .

Judge Walker, after interviewing 
Jurors privately in chambers, denied 
the .motoon. Though several jurors 
admitedLhearing of the story. Judge 
Walker said, all, agreed they could 
disregard it and decide the case . was painstaking jm ms 
solely on _ the basis of evidence reconr^ructtinn of the slaying of Sen..'
produced in court. * Kennedy, the wounding of 'five'

. ■ Dep. Dist, Atty. David '.N. Fit’s, .o!^ and the 'complete pandemo- 
in'the opening statement of'the mum: that fohowed. ,. ' - ..
prosecutions' case, told jurors of Aftw S^han had bee aken into
Sirhan’s activitfes, including target ; custody, h£ said, the t^n Assembly 
practcefJor four months before the , Speaker Jess Un asked the
slaying on Junie 5. " '

, 'It could kill a dog." 
Fitts was painstaking in hi’
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Ji»daaia,n:-"Why did you 
doit?" • —
, "I did it for my coun
try," Sirhan was quoted 
as saying. _ .. •

’ "Why him?" said Un
ruh. 'He was trymg to 
help."

...ii"t’’s too late. Its too 
late," the defendant was 

■ said to have answered. •
Sirhan, 21. was bom in 

1 Palestinaan Jerusalem, in a 
■ sector later held by Jor

dan' and now held by Is
' rael. He is said to be vio- 

tently anti-Zionist and pro
Arab, and was described 
as fmbitlef<di by Sen. Ken- 
nedys campaign state
ments on US. ai,d to Israel 
after the 1967 Israel--Arab 
war. ' '
• w Fitts said Sirhan also 
asked poUre as ’he was 
being, taken away, "You 
think Im crazy, so you 
can use it in evidence 
against me?"............. ”

. Fitts' smoothly deliv
ered, hour-dong statement 
was interrupted at one 
point by a defense .objec
tion when Fitts referred to 
six notebooks taken from 
Sirhan's Pasadena home. 
„ These notebooks—ft 
which Mayor Sam Yofty 
quoted Sirhan as ing 
written that JKe^fdy  

■ must be assassinae/d be
fore June 5"—are the sub
ject of a defense motion to 
suppress, on grounds they 
were ilfegally sored. _ 
in Judge Walker sustained 
the objection, and Fitts 
promptly concluded his 
statement by tellmg the 
jurors that evidence 
would show that Sirhan
"alone was responsible for .
the .tragedy at the Amo'S- (Wednesday between Sir- 
sador Hotel." than and his dfffnsf team,

Facial Expressions _ 
.Earlier, during ar

gument over the mistrial 
motion, Sirhan displayed a 
wide variety of facial ex
pressions — from broad 
smiles of amusement to a 
hand at has forehead in 
apparent surprise-ass de
fense attorney Grant B. 
Cooper detailed! the. con
tent of The Times story.'

.It was known, however, , 
that Sirhan had read the 
story .prevoously, , •
• Coo.per asked the mi;stri- 
al ruling ’on grounds that 
publicity emanating from 
the Los -Angeess Times, 
fohowed ’by resumes on 
fvfra, tflfvision and rado 
station," had pubifeZeH
the story "to the satura
tion point before the se- 

, ouestering of the jury* 
Wednesday night.

Cooper ollfrfd int.o 
evidence—■not to be shown’ 
1o■tftf^ury — copies of' 
Wednesday's home deliv
ered editions of The Times 
and transcripts of broad
casts Wednesday on most 
metiopoittan radio and- 
televison statoons.

The Times' front page 
story said Sirhan "proba
bly* would switch from a 
plea of innocent to a 
plea of guilty of fiist-de- 
gree murder, based on his 
defem counsel's under
sanding or firm belief 
• hat life impr'renmnnt 
would be the most drastic 
•penalty he woud face..

The story also said that 
the only likely obstacle to 
such a change of pica 
would be Sirhan's refusal 
to agree to the change.

After consultatton later

it was not known whether 
he had refused, or .ap
proved such 3 change.

’■’Cooper said ofthestory 
Thursday in court-

• " For obvious reason,, 
•nd Im not pointing an ; 
recusing finger at anyone. 
/ can only say that this did 
not emanate from the 
defense." •' ’

■ He said news of the 
defense plan to agree to a 
guilty plea,- with the un- 
derstandug; that a .life, 
sentence would ensue, 
would deny Sirhan the | 
right to be later found 
guilty of anyfe'rer degree 
of murder, such as second- 
degree murder or man
slaughter. _ . ’ '

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton an
swered • Cooper's motion 
by saying there was ’no 
showing at this .time that 
jurors have read the ar
ticle or heard of it on radio 
or’tflfvision.'

Compton said T^ 
Times' article was "simply 
a surmise on the part of a 
reporter" and that it ws 

P "beyond my comprehen
sion that anyone could be 

tso Influenedi by such an 
artiIcle.'" ■ ■ <■■■»
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By JOHN DOUGLAS .
' HersW-eamMiner Start Writer

s Sirhan‘Bishara Sirhan makes his first big effort to
day to refute prosecuton claims that he carefully 
plotted his admitted killing of Seo. Robert F. Kennedy.

. Emile Zola Berman^ .is an

A-1 He rale-Examiner
Los Angeles, dlf.

opening speech for the defense, 
will attempt to convince the 
jury of eight men and four 
women that Sirhan shot Kene
dy in an act of political assassi
nation while under otsesssoua, 
rather than pre^sdiaatdd mur
der. The defense strategy will be 
an attempt to save the 24-year- 
old Jordanum immigrant from 
death in the gas chamber.

The Berman statement, on 
tap as this mornings first order 
of business, will follow yester
day's prosscutoon 'statementt by 
Dep. Dist. Attor. David N. Fitts 
in which the slllvsr-hairs«!t prose
cutor drew this word picture of 
Kennedy's murder for the jury:

o Sirhan. skulked through the 
ktcclsnss of the Ambassador Ho
tel 47 hours before the Kennedy 
slaying; and was seen staking 
them out by two witnesses. The 
occasion was ajeeeptoon for 
‘Kennedy in the’ hotel's .Palm 
Court.

© Returnng' to the >iiccttnss 
June 5, 1968, Sirhan shot the 
New ‘York Senator at almost 
point-baar* range, firtg ssvsral 
shots which fatally wounded 
Kennedy and injured five other 
persons.

O The day of the shooting:, the 
young Arab spent most of the 

.day target shooting at the Ssn 
Gabriel VaRey Gun Club, and 
told another club patron he was 
going to use his gun for hunting;.

‘ ‘Ircoulsifll a dog,” Fitts said

Sirhan told a wIOSKss who will 
ttstiry later io Ue trial.

o Sichaujold former Califor
nia State/Asrsmbly Speaker 
Jesse UOreh he shot Kennedy 
^lorTycointrg' when Unruh 
accompanied him and two po
lice officers to the Rampart 
Police Staton foiowvig the Jor 
danians arrest. Unruh, said 
Fitts, willtestify to this.

Detailing the prosecution case 
for the jury, .Fitts, who spoke as 
a•lart-mi01ute substituee for Chief | 
Dep. DM Atty. Lynn D. Comp
ton hung his presentation on a 
ssrisr of key dates, which he' 
Issted in chronological order-.

Theftst, he said, was August 
10, 1963, ‘We smoke still 
belched from the Wais riots. On 
this day. Albert Leslie H^/ 
purchased a .22 calibre “Cfet" 
Iver-Jotoon, eight-shot W 
ver. The ptsstr eventually found 
its way mt/the poss^on of 
George Eqwart, a co-worker of 
Munir S/thaio, the defendant's 
brother.

On the next key date, ‘on or 
about Feb. 2. 1908,” said Fitts, 
Erhart drove to the Sirhan 
home at 655 East Howard St., 
Pasadena, with a companion 
and ”in the daylight hours wait. 
ed-jointly for Munir Sirhan and 
the defendant Sirhan Sirhan”’ 
The purpose of visit was to sell 
Munir the gun.
“Ehort dispU7td^ths gun,”
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tegnttaned Fitts, “and lagging. 
1 witTrespect to the purchase 
price ensued.” ,

•A bargain was struck for $25 
cash. ’ . • '
“Munk Sirhan produced $19 

and the balance was produced
by Sirhan Sirhan.”

,Fitts went on:
■ "The next day of co

‘HaW« observed bywaiam 
WK. t. who3eco:gniZesrhim 
Whrson he had kno™ cas
ually earlier’” when/both were  
stock boys to Pasa/ena shops.
‘‘Mrs, Miriam ivis went into 

the Ambassad ktcehenss to 
search of a & of water. She  
observed Sirlian in one .of the

^eektt'chens .leaning on s' bar, 
,dressed casually/Ehe mssteokwas June.1,1968.” . .

Sirh.cn, accg^ditg’ to IWhim for a hotel employe.
visited the LockfStocik and Bar-1 ‘She will testify at this trial.” 

_re -Gun Sfo. in pasadenaT-Fitts pressed on: ,
'where h/ptrrdassd “several! ‘On June 4,1968, most people 
boxes ofW calibrejaamtusiioni in CaWcia went to the polls to'

from a cast their ballot in the primar-, wats.«anid of h 
jes. Shian Sir-han went to tie ”He wake^ 
San Gabric! Valley Gun Club. J KarVErc^
‘The defendant spent hours • ’

catted W-nto
icfcriqLer&Aie

‘Getting abe 
Fitts said!, “

of my story,”,
Kennedy was

killed with rntoimagnum am
munition.”

•On Sunday; June 2, .1958, 
there was, a. ncejtitat Un the 
Ambassador Hotel's Palm Court 
for Sen., Robert F. Kennedy, 
who was then actively ^^cam- 
poigntog for the Demg•cratcc 
ntmnalitnn for the presidency.
“ ... Among those who at. 

tended was Sirhan Sirhnje 
was observed in the lobby area.

. -Tuning to the eventsofihe 
shooting itself, Fitts said that 
following his victory speech to 
the Embassy room of the Am
bassador, Kennedy and his par
ty went into a pantry where 
Sirhan toy in wail:. '
‘The defendant, Sirhan Sir- 

han, stood on a tray rack to a 
recess area immediately along-; 
side the ice machine.. ।
‘Sirhan stepped quickly from, 

the rack... •
‘The Senator stood all una

ware.
1 ‘‘Sirhan reached Into the

users.
to the side of

on the pistol rouge, engaged in 
rap’d fire practice at which he 
exce!l< '
“Sirhan Sirttan told a witness

... he was going to use has

Ihotel maitre de 
standing wth Kennedy)... 
“Ho extended his right arm 

across in front of Kucher. His 
left hand was in the vicinity of 
the Senator’s head ... and at 
point black range he fired eight 
shots.” ' ”small sidle arm ftrlaa)tng^

.‘He remarked!, 'It could kill a . . . _ . .
dtg., ” ’ • ,^hat resulted in the Senator’s

‘It Js probably the first shot

death some 25 hours toter.
• ‘The muzzle range (oTtEs.



shot) was one inch,” Fitts said!. 
“ieOnw(iJ’s right hand went to 
his right car.’"

The force of the shots 
knocked Kennedy to the ground. 
“He fell backward and came to 
rest diagonally to the ire ma
chine.”

Fitts said that Bill Bag?, 
bodyguard to Kennedy, w 
the gun away from Saha 
the wiry Jordanann regai/d it. 
, “ ... The scene w 
plete pandemoniumi
“Roosevelt Grier (former  

football star anu Member of the 
Kennedy team/was aeremaa- 
uying Mrs. Ethel Kennedy ... 
They were still outside the 
ktchen.i. ,
. “Grier is a large man... 

, “He pushed his way thro:
■ the crowds... and wrestledthe 
gun from the defendant.

. “He gave it to Safer Johnsson 
(former Olympic dc<ts^?.'.oo star

com-

identified until his-We^Mu- 
air1, went to the Pasadena Po
lice Station to identify him. J

Kennedy, Fitts told the jury, 
was taken to Centre! Receiving 
Hospital and transferred to

Samaritan Hospital where 
a team of physician, led by Dr. 
Henry Cuneo, jpeforned brain

tand another KennedZ partisan) 
for safekeeping.; / -w 
Fits continued) “Johnson 

asked, Why did you do it?’
,‘Sirhan answered, ’I will cx- 

pian? ” , • ,
- Sirhan listened with great 

concentration as Fitts spoke, 
but at ths statement he smiled 
and shook his head vigorously.

• Moving- quickly toward his 
summation, Fits .told of Sir- 
han’s- arrest and his refusal to
jdivulge his name to police.
[ He said that when Travis 

'White, one of the poHre officers 
who asrested! Sirhan, asked him 
about the crime, the youthful 
Jordltoitan replied:

‘You think i am crazy... so 
you can use it in evidence 
against me,...” ■

Siriant carried no documents 
when anesttxJ, Fits said. He 
did have a car key and $450.10 
in cash, $400 of it in $100 bills.

The key Jed to tracing the 
defendants car to the place 
where it was parked on New 
Hampshire Street, three blocks 
from the Ambassador.
' The car, a pick and white 
DeSoto, coota0ted Sirhan’s wal
let and a receipt for the ammu- 
W.i«bcario« his fiog:erpinnts. 
I Siream, said Fitts, was not

surgery- X
A bunerwas recover©! which 

ballistics tests will show was 
fired from Sirhan’s gun, Fitts 
alleged.

"At roughly 1:45 a.m, June 6, 
1968, the Senator expired,” said 
Fitts. "He was pronounced dead 
by Dr. Cuneo.” -

There were, said Fitte, ‘‘five 
met holes in the coat the

Senator was wearing-trees en
try holes and two exit.” ‘
“Tests showed that the muz-, 

zle range for all the shots fired 
ranged frem one to'six inches.”

Concluded Fitts:
“The evidence in this case 

will show that the defendant 
Sirhan Sirhan alone was respon
sible for .this tragic incident...
“He acted alone and not in 

concert with others...”
The defense scored one point 

during the prosecution opening.
Fitts tried to make reference 

to diaries Sirhan kept which 
were seized in a search of his 
Pasadena home the morning of
the shooting The dtftose. 
which claims they were seized 
illegally, objected, and Judge 
Herbert V. Walker, presiding 
over the trial, sustained their 
objection.

Fitts then qaw concluded!.
Earlier in Ze day, Judge 

Walker- deniZ a defense plea 
for a mistri/ in the case.

CooperJfeni his mistrial de
mand on the basis of a story in 
the Los Angeles Times Wednes
day which stated that Sirhan 
contemptatcd changing his plea 
from innocent to guilty. "

Defense counsel mti0tanced 
the story was prejudicial to 
their client because the jury 
had not yet teen locked up and 
bad access to the Times’ story, 
which they said was csapietey 
in error.. “

ft



J’ BY DAVE SMITH
TTMes Stall Writer

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
■.' Mlrst Drastic: PcnaUy •

Sir-han 'probably woulcl switch from 
a pica of innocent to a plea of guilty 

■ of fira--degcee muder, based on his 
. defenee .counsel's understanding, of 

!confidence that lie imprssonment 
■ ;would be the most drastic penalty 
—the woud face. . ,

' j The story also said that the only 
;likely obstacle to such a change of 
ipica would be Sirhan's refusal to 
agree to the change.

After consult^lti(nl| later Wfdnes-
day between Sirhan and his defense 
team, it was not known whahcr hf 

Smnan Bishara Smhano oefj^® -ad refused or approved such a 
T'huusdlav lost a motion for a mistrial .'change. . • " ”
based ona Los AngefesTimfs story’I Coopersai’dof thcstory Thurdiay 
that he nrohablv would Jn 'WUra: ’ > 1 ' ■that he probably would plead guilty

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-1 Lc Angelcs Times 
Los Angelcs, CaHf.

'For obvious jeasoms, and Tm not 
pointing an arsing .finger at 
anyone, I can only say that Uis did 
not emanate from the defense.*

’Hie said mews of the defense plan 
to agree to a guilty plea with the 
understanaing that a light sentence 
would ensue would deny Sir-han the 
right to be later found guilty of any 
lesser degree of murdfer, such as 

condtdggeec ' murder or man
slaughter. • ' ' ’

■ - Stand by Prosecuton

to first-degeee murder in the slaying 
of Scn. Robert F. Kennedy, .
- Superior Judge Herbert, V. Walk
er, after Interviewing each of the 
trial jurors privately in his cham
bers, ruled against a’defense con
tention that the story published 
Wednesday made it jmJOisibfe for 
Sirhan to get a fair trad.

Several of the jurors 'admitted 
they had heard of the .story, o^had 
heard that a switchofSirhon's plea chief D®. Dist. Atty. Lyrrn D
^ru111 w^M^st^ , , “Compton answered Cooper's niotion
.. PuJ1]?'! Walkcr,.aald.a1LnUJijS by saying there-was "no showing at 
mad^rt d^ ttay could put all that this time that jurors have read the, 
asd® and decide tie case only onthf article or heard of it ion .radio or 
evidence produced in court. tdevitoon.* . ■ ’ ' :

D^nse attorney' Grant B. Cooper. Compton said. The Times’ article 
asked >e ruing. on grouno$ that was’simpyy a surmhe on the part of 
publicity emanating from tn® I°s a reporter" and that it was Jbeyordl 
Aigefzs'nm^fcio^ my comprehension that anyone

' could be so infjunncdi by such an ,
iifCe.' • •

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker
' said that all prospective juror's had 

• been closely questioned on the effect
not of pretrial publicity on their opin- Jiels’Lof ions and whether.1 they'could ^dmsd'ay* home 0®.!^^^ C?1- disregard prevkuss - publicity and 

^ons ^.Thf Tw®^ an? transoriPts judge thc case fairly and impartial’ 
of broadaatss Wednesday on mostjk- via-
metiopo!!ann radio and tclevlson^’ "*--------
statons.

publicity emanating from the Los

on' every television' and radio sta-
tiion,’ had'publicize! the story "to 
the saturation point before the 
sequestering'of tie jury" WoRr ' 
day' night. _ .

Cooper offered into evident 
to bc shown to the jury’ *-
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