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Sirhan Bishara Sithan aftended 2

preelection party for Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy at -the Ambassador two

days before the senator was shot to’

death there, the prosecution fold the
jury in its openma statement.
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Sirhan Bishara Sirhan rose from

| his chair to protest the opening

staternent of his own defense coun-
sel Friday, as attorney Emile Zola
Berman, deseribed him as an *imma-
ture,
nentally ill youth.* '
Sirhan's: brief outburst was frig-
gered by the sccond paragraph of
Beyman's brief statement to the jury
during the youth’s trial for the
murder of Sen. Robert ¥, Kennedy.
Sirhan, 24, £howed signs of ob-
vious agitatigh, murmured *No, no."
é 3id he was mentally ill,
and begay to rise {rom his chair.
Supepfor Court Inspector William
Conrof leancd over 'the chair of

emotionally disturbed and .

.

dirhan Profests as His Attorney
Decribes Him as Mentally 1

Defendant Rises From Chair During Berman’s Statement
in Which He Is Pictured as Victim of Spells and Trances

BY DAVE SMITH

i ' Tines $tatf! Writer

sons {old reporters Jater that Sirhan,
‘like: most mentally il people,

. doesn't like to be told he's mentally

jll. .He doesn't like
Hm.'* . :

The defendant's mother, Mary, 55,
sat through the description of her
second-youngest of five sons with
head bowed, in silent depression,

-A prosccution witness later testi-
fied that the slaying of Sen. Xenne-
dy occurred because of a last-minute
decision to ,walk down a different

ring the tes{imony of Karl
Ueckeps assistant maitre d'hote] al

e ssador, that the accidental
element in the Kennedy assassina- -
tion was outlined.

it when 1 tell

an_and werned him quickly:
3K fo him, Mike.”

McCowan leaned over, pushed
irhan back into his chair with both
hands and lectured him in'whispers
for seversl minutcs zs Berman
rontinued 1o paint 2 picture of
Sixgman as & victim of spells, {rances
ind mystic delusions,

“Delense attorney Russell E. Par-

Uecker, 36, told the jury that he
was leading -Sen. Kennedy by the
yight hand from 2 victory celebra-
tion in the Embassy Ballroom to
another, party on the floor below,
when an unidentified Kennedy 2ide
tol%him:k '
INo, were not going 1o go there.
\Ve'ze going to the. press :cof;"n?x”‘“"j
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It was a last-minute
f—r—,-..e -t—‘m

decision,* Uecker said, bul
he obeyed and led Sen,
Kennedy into a Xitchen

« corridor that was a shor

cut to the nedrby Colonial
Room, where newspaper

_reporters awaited Sen.

Kennedy's victory state-
ment in the June 4 pres-
idential primary.

In that corridor, sur-

“prised Kitchen employes

surrounded the -jubilant
Sen. Kennedy. "The senas
tor'was very happy," said
Uecker, and stopped to
shake hands -with ftwo
busboys. Uecker tock Sen.

Kennedy's hand again and

said, ‘*Sepator, let's go

. now." i
"~ Then, Uecker {festified,

someone brushed past him
quickly 2s he looked an-
other way, and Uecker
heard "something like a
firecracker,” followed by

_another and another.

z  Fired Inch Away
The first *firecracker,*
{he prosecution told the
jury Thursday in its open-
ing sfatement, was a bullet
fired from one jnch from
Sen. Kennedy's head, and
§s believed to .have been
the shot that resulted in

-his death 25 hours later.

i Uecker's testimony
found little question from
the defense table. In his
opening  statement ‘Ber-
man reiterated what the
defense has admitted 21l
along: Sirhan killed -Sen.
Kennedy.

i *There is no doubt,”

Berman said, "and -we

have told you this from
the beginning, that he did

YiIrd Sen. Kennedy."

Tells of Adwmiration [ After getting a job agan
. But Sirhan “himself will exercise boy at a thor-
tell you he admired and oughbred ranch in hopes
Toved® Sen. Kennedy, Ber- of becoming a jockey, Sir-,
man said, and killed the han was thrown from a

'senator when *he was out horse and knocked uncon-

of contact 'with reality, in scious. He soon was come

i & trance in which he had plaining "of headaches, be-

no voluntary control over ¢ame more and more irri-

-his will, his judgment, his table, brooding, quick to
feclings or his acfions.” anger and preoccupled
{ *The killing," Berman with fanatical obsessions
gaid, "was unplanned and, of hatred, suspicion and
uggelilxrﬁtc; irnpu ii sive distrust," Berman said.

and without premedita- i

tjion or malige,Ptotalgy a: Th'stglusgs War
product of 2 sick, obscssed i culminated at onc

1

mind and personality.*
< Berman outlined 2 stor

of ‘wartime atrocity andg,
“hildhood ~
child emotional dis . M
! 1iTbancs in Sithan's first) When Sirhan wrote: *De-
- B —r sl P75 claration of war against

32 years in his native
Palestine, saying that it
was at the sight of vi-
ofence in the Israeli-Arab
conflicts, and exposure 1o
denger and flight from
bombs that Sirhan began
fo experience spells or
trances.

He said -psychiatrists
and sociologists woulgd
support defense evidence
that these cxperiences left
Sirhan with obsessions
and_fantasies that decp-
ened seriously after the
family immigrated here in
1957, finally leaving him
so mentally deteriorated
that he was inca}?able of
premeditated murder.,

Sirhan's life after he was

point, ‘Berman said, in
June, 1967,” three days
before the outbreak of the
six-day Arab-Israeli -war,

American humanity,” fol-
lowed by: *The victims of
the party in favor of this
declaration will be or are
not the President, Vice
President, etc., down the
ladder.t

! He also wrote, "The
-author of this memorznda
expresses his wishes very
bluntly that he wants to
be recorded by history as
the man who triggered off
the last war.*

Berman added: "From
“which T gather he meant
the last war to ever be.”

Berman said the prog-
ress of the Arab.Isracli
war *riggered his spells.
In his fantasies he was
oftena hero and savior of

12, Berman said, was_a_his people..In the realiti
series of dcfeats, from ol life, however, hie was

grade school through high
school and into Pasadena

City College, where he-

studied to become 2 diplo-

failing grades.

i e o adaare,
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Entused and bewildeied
by emotions over which he
had no control. He was
‘unable to plan or think
clearly, unable to maip-
tain any meaningful divec-
tion to.his life. )

*He became concerned
with mystical thoughts
and searched for supcrna-
tural powers of the mind

_ over maiter, He starfed

mystical experiments in |
his room. ¥or example, he
would concéntrate on al
‘harging Jead fishing sink-:
er and make .t swing|

dsts and  psychologisis
and tests including hypno-
sis would suppoct the de-
fense contention, and "Sir- |
han will tell you himself
from the witness stand
that he never thought he
would ever kill Kennedy.*
Berman told the jury
that Sirhan's mental de-

terioration was the end '

roduct of a process that
started at the age of 3,
*when war broke out be-
tween Palestinian Arabs
and Zionists in ‘Palestine
in 1947, It was then that
shooting took place on the
very strect where he lived

- back and forth by the|in Jerusalem ... One
-power of his mind. He | night the building he lived

would concentrate on a y

in became 2 machine gun

candle flame and make it | nest. On another night, his
dance, fitst to the right | very home was bombed.

and then o the left. . .*

Berman said Sen. Ken»
nedy's campaign state-
‘ments in"May and June of
1968 -advocating U.S, mili-
tary aid to Isreel were 2
*heavy shock® to Sirhan,
who *admired and loved"
Sen, Kennedy.

To Support Contention

*That did it!" Berman
said. *Back fo mysticism,
According to methods he
yread in 3 book he ac-
_quired, he concentrated in

"On the Saturday before

' Baster of 1947, Sirhan and
his mother, father, broth-
ers and sister (now dead)
crawled out of their home
in the early -dawn- with
gunshots all about them to
2 temporary safety in an
Orthodox church convent

__in another part of the giiy.

¥ never went back.

They lived with other
uprooted Arabs in a hun-
gry, war-torn violent exis-
tence . .

front of a mirror in his | Sirhan, Rermiany said,

own yoom and thought

ond thought about Sen.

Kennedy until at lest, he:

saw his own face no

Ionger, but that of Sen.

‘Kennedy himself in .3
T3y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

saw a little girl's leg
blown off by a bomb and
the blood spurting off
from below her knee, as
though from a faucet. He
went into 2 spell, he
stiffened, his face contort-
¢d, he was out of contact
with reality, and lost all
sense of where he was or
what ‘was happening
around him.* -

t small, helpless, solated,’ Berman  said ?S)'éhj%;;ﬂouéhcs on Separation

Similar spells, including
a trancelike spell lasting
four days, came on Sirhan
frequently as he witnessed
war violence, Berman
said, fncluding once when
a bomb exploded -when
Sirhan was near the Da-
mascus Gate and another
time when a bomb explo-
sion outside the Sirhan

 flat tore a man’s body

apart, ‘

' Berman also touched on
‘the separation between
i Sirhan's father, Bishara,
! and mother in 1937, seven
| montlis after the family
i 1oft Palestine, *The father
Jeft thejr home alone, and
abandoned his family and
returned to Jordan,* Ber-
man -said, *doing nothing
for them f{inancially or
otherwise, up to and in-
cluding the present—and
in 'fact diverced his moth- .
Cr.

"Consult Conscience'

Berman concluded by:
asking the jury to "listen
to the evidence, fo adopt
what science has to offer
and to consult -your con-
science. In short, let true
justice be done.”

Besides Uecker, th
prosecution called two fof-
mer cmployes of the Xm-
bassador to describe
they saw in the farrow
hallway -where S¢h. Ken-
nedy was shot.
Bdward Mighdsn, for-
. TOEIY an assjtant maitre

d'hotel who Fras also help-

ing lead Sen. Kennedy to
the Colonial Room, said he
believed Sen. Kennedy
_saw the gun that took his

ife. .
[ believe he Yaised his

S e 8
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WERT o try toTprotect
himself,* Minasian ‘testi-
fied," because I'm sure he
saw the revolver, the same

¢ bushoy J wan’
caused 2 hush .
rer the courtroom as
ribed kneeling be-
side he stricken senator
and placing a rosary in the
dying hand, .
*That was just before

Mrs. (Ethel) Kennedy
pushed me away," Romero

said. *I was touching his

‘ear .\. . and ¥ felt blood

dripping on my {fingers

« » « There was a rosary. It -
was from g priest or some
person, and .I put it in his,
hand."

Questioned Closely
Defense codnsél gues-
tioned 21l three Ambassa- |
dor employes closely on i
the placecment of large .
wall mirrors outside the -

‘Embassy Ballroom, where

Sirhan_is said to have
loitered for much of the
evening. :
The purposc of these
questions was not speci-

Jied, but they seemed to

indicate the defense might
attempt to show that Sir-

“han was in a state of self=

induced hypnosis at the
time of the slaying.
The questions recalled

Berman's earlier statc-
‘ments about Sirhan's dab-

bling with mystic exper-

iments . with fishing sine

kers, candles and mirrors,
his "spells* and "trances"
and hypnosis performed
on him since the assassina-
ion_by_defense psychia-
L' ‘?E‘w

_tnists,
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Sithan: Prison
Problem if He
s Convicted?

Security Measures in State
Institutions Held OK in
Accused Slayer’s. Case

BY DAVID')LABSEN
» Tires Siaft Writer

In a prison, the mos{ common
| method of murder is with a home-
‘made shiv——quitc often 3 steel bed-
slat which has been sbarpened on 2
cell floor. . g

The victim is usually an anony-
mous conviet and the crime usually
yeceives little outside attention. It
happened 14 times in the prisons of
the state Jast year,

"+ Suppose an internationally known

convict showed up who had mur-
dered =2 -presidential candidate.
Wouldnt he be an cxceptional
target?

i
Som———————",

At 2 minimum security penitentia-
ey e &)

xy, there are no armed guards and
the housing is in dormitories, Mur-
derers are very seldom assigned to

jone from the xeception center.

Although Vacaville is the state’s
‘ragntal hospital-prison, it is by no
‘mezns automatic that Sirhan would

fod
o

o there. ’
© *We figure we've got about 3,400
pcople who should be on some kind

of psychiatric program,” said Guth-
xie. "But Vacaville zecommodgjes

only 1,400 —and it is filled.®

. “For_instance, Jack Kirschy#e, the
former Angeles Toun# depuly

distzict attorney who wae convicted

lof murdering his wife and her

boyfriend, is considered a special
Kirschke couldn't be thrown i
with other men whose plight is due
to his work as a prosecutor, For this
reason, he has been assigned pe
manently to clerical duties a
reception center' of the

‘Would Be First Stop

That reception center, incidental-
Iy, 'would be Sirhan's first stop, §f
heis sentenced to life imprisonment,

-Any criminal sentenced in one of
the 11 southern counties of the state
is sent first to Chino (the rest go to
2 reception center at Vacaville),
_ The typical stay ¥s six weeks.

To be specific about it, if the
defense of Sirhan B. Sirhan prevails
and the accused assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Xennedy is sentenced to a
life of incarceration, how can he
possibly be kept from harm? .

" Disclose Previous Steps

State prison officials were reluc-
tant Surdzy to speculate on
Sirhan's future as such, but they did
disclose the steps which have been
taken regarding other convicts
whose backgrounds or personalifies

jndicate the advisability of pybvid-
ing them with protection,

*Protection cases are
mon," said Phili
tion officer for
Corrections. "They,
mers, inmates wif we thinlk might
be targeis of tfie aggressive ho-
mosexuais, and former law enforce
ment officers,

uncon- ‘
e, Informa-

During that time the convict is given,
aptitude tedts, psychiatric tests (if
they are indicated) and 2 history of
his life s compiled. .

With this and other information in
hand--such as how much of a
security risk the inmate s likely to
be-~the reception conter staff fore
wards to the dircetor of corrections
a recommendation of which facility
he should be assigned fo. The di-
recior usually goes along avith the
recommendations.

There are 13 prison
California. They arc £t ¥o}

Tnun (both #axinum securi-
ty), at Chino (separate from the

SsTriment of{reoeptxoxx center and  considered

include infor-|

minimum security), at Susanville,
Jamestown and Chino (conservation
centers considered minimum securi.
1y) and 2t Tehachapi, Vacavilte, San
Luis Qbispo, Soladad 2and Tracy
‘(ranging in sccurity from medium to
ninimum)., St

e
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‘minimum security facilitics are re-

“Theoretically, Sirhan could be sentl

. Not o much because he

to any of the 11. Becauss of {hajmgnt present a danger fo
nature of his crime, however, the others, but because offici-

!

garded by Department of Correce
‘i’iomi_éyz‘als as unlikely, <m————s
- Guthric said no special
preparations  have  been
made anywhere for Sirhan,
although he said there
bhave been discussions
about how he might bej
handled at the rcception|
center.
In addition to Folsom
angd San Quentin, the me-

als will %robably want to
evaluate his attitude as an
inmate and also fo get 2
line through the grapevine
on how the other prisoners
feel about him.

*Time solves a lot of
problems," said one prison
official. *Mind you, I'm
not referring specifically

{to Sirhan, but interest ina

well-publicized individual
can subside in a prison,

dium security prisons Just as it docs on the

have maximum security
arrangements -within
them. - :

"For cxample, we have
Jimited access units where
a man's movements are
closely controlled,* said
Guthric. ’

The most stringent kind
of proteetion for a priso-
net would be to put himin
that type of unit and, in
cffect, keep him under
almost  round~the-clock
Jockup, even feeding him |
in his cell,

0Of the 25,600 persons
now doing time in state
prisons, not many get this
Kind of treatment, Those
who do are usually cximin-
als considered too dange-
rous to be allowed fo
circulate with others.

No Cheice

*We don't like to do that
to a guy," said Guthrie.
*But somctimes there’s no
choice.,*

Although no prison offi-
cials would say as much,
this §s the type of treat«
ment yegarded as likely
for Sithan-at least in the
bézinning. . ‘

outside.
*It isn't uncommon for a

 protection case fo be even-’
‘izlly allowed ‘into a regu-

lar institution routine.*

Select Group

A transition for Sirhan
might be from constant
Jockup to 2 special assign-
ment which would put
him in contact with only &
scleet group of inmates
and under supervision of
staff members only.

For example, he might
be made a janitor in a
; prison hospital—but in an
rarea which would keep
thim from contact with the
i general population of the ’
{ institution, .

Sirhan might even be |
sent to the facility at'
Tracy, where there is a
special unit consisting en-
tirely of protection cases,
Those men--gbout 20 of
them—live together and
go to their jobs together,
always undexr an escort.

Los Angeles County has
zonc to considerable ex-
pense to insure the safety
of Sirhan, but Guthrie said

rotection cases in state
peénitentiavies don't mean
extra costs. "The staff and
the surroundings are there
anyway,” he said, ~m— |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Former Ram Football Star
Describes How He Held
Senator’s Accused Slayer

BY DAVE SMITH
TYimes $1aff Writer
The killing of Robert F. Kennedy
and the capture of Sirhan Bithara
Sirhan were retold in dramatig

detzil Monday by former Assepfbl
Speaker Jess ‘Uanx and fOrmer
football star Roo#kvell Grigh, 1

It wa's the nfaSSive Grig Who gave

spectators in the court of Superior
Judge Herbert V., Walker a thought<

way he subdued the diminutive
Sirhan, .

my arm and
-table."

Grier, who retired from the Los
Angeles Rams last year and now
hosts a weekly television show,
stands 6 feet, 3 inches and weighs
about 290 pounds. Sirhan, 24, is 2
shade over 3 feet 2 inches and
weighed 112 pounds at the time of
his arrest.

. Crowd Violence Feared

Both Grier and Unruh told of thejr
concern that a frenzied mob in the
narrow kitchen corridor of the
Ambassador Jure 3 might kill
Sirhan after Sen. Keanedy was
fatally wounded, |

Unruh, now Democratic leader in
‘the California Assembly, said he was
*terribly aware that we could have a
repeat of the Oswald situation.” and
shouted repeatedly, "Don't kill him,
don't kill him, we've got to keep him
alive,” . . . .

put him on top of a.

i
l

Q-

Unruh and Grier Tell

Details of Kennedy's Slaying

Y s3ave Sirhan, Soon after he grabbed

.Said Grier: "I folded his leg fround -

(W,
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~Unruh, “testitied that he. also
shouted, "If the system works at aﬁ.-
we are going to try this one"ew

presumably Sithan. -
Lee Harvey Oswald, accused of

-assassinating President John F.
Kennedy in Noyemper, 1983, was
‘murdered before being brought to

trial. \
"Tells of Dofending Sirhan

Grier amplified on Unryuh's ace
count -of Kennedy aides' concern to

Sirhan, Grier testified, he saw "one
guy hurting his leg and some people
coming at him from the front, so I

swung on them and kicked the guy

back and they seemed to realize we
were trying to save the guy, so they

ful moment when he desctibed the stopped.” ;

Defense questioning of both Grier

‘and Unruh brought out that Sen.

Kennedy's detour through the kitch-

oo %, .
en corridor where he met death was
2 Jast minute change of plan.

-Defense attorney Emile Zola Ber-
man asked Unruh if, Ty eNanesn of

both the Kennedy campaigns in
California and the Kennedy delega-
tion to the Democratic National
Convention, he wouldn't have been
privy to such sudden changes in
plan.

Unruh replied: "Yes, but politics’

changes very rapidly, my friend—as
we discovered on June 4."

_Defense questioning of an earlier
witness focused renewed attention
on the much-discussed ‘*girl in
the polka dot dress® who was first
reported running out of the hotel
shouting "We sfot him". il

Vincent DiPlerro, a.part-time wai-
ter 2 /Ambassador, acknow-
ledged that he bad told of seeing
such a girl and furtker acknow-

edged that on July 1 he admitted
his story was false,

Monday DiPierro testified that he
had seen a gl in a polka dot dress
earlier thay/night, and that after
talking tofanother witness, Sandra

<

fZotvents immediately sur-

roungfng the shooting.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Serrano and Di Pierro
described the girl as wear-
dng a black and white
Jpolka dot dress and stand-
Ang near Sirhan, perhaps
‘even talking to him or

smiling at pim,
- Dept, .J)fst, Atty. David
'N. Fityf produced seven

photographs of Valerie
Shifte of Goleta, Whom
terro said he believed
as the samae girl. In the
hotographs, however,
Miss Schulte's dress was
of yellow polka dots on a
green background, No
further connection was
made between Miss
Schulte and the shooting
scene. o :
- Miss Schulte was_sche

1

'8 * . # . & - b 3 '
* At that time both M‘mire sounded Tike Tite-

crackers to him., °The
sound .didn't secm Impor-
:tant enough to be shots, if
you know what X racan,’
he said. K

Asked if he could still
Tecreate the scene in his
mind, Gallivan said, *I've
been trying to forget this
scene, as much as possible,
But I haven't been very
successuL” S
' 1Other witnesses for the

-grose_cu?o&t s.\ggﬁqu!edgt
day include William ?—
'Yy, Sen. Kennddy's pdly-
Mamp——— e - s

rguard, and Rafer Johnsef,.
‘former Olympic star anda
[ member of the Kennfdy
, éntourage. L

3

duled 1o ve called this

morning as the first wite

‘ness for the prosecution.

. Other prosefition wit-
‘nesses Mondg# were John

W. Galliva

Patrusky, a hotel barten-
‘der, and Frank J.° S
-Jr., 2 Kennedy campaign
worker, _

. :All gave eyewitness ac-
~eounts of the slaying, Per-
ez and Patrusky testifying
that Sirhan had loitered in
‘the corridor for about half
an hour before Sen. Ken-
nedy came through, repea-

tedly asking if they knew-

whether he planned to
come that wayv,

Gallivan, like %rev:'ogg
witnesses, said the first
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han Bishara Sithan Killed Sen.
Robert ¥, Kennedy, the prosecution
continued its methodical proving of
the point Tuesday, with unexpected-

brief bombscare. |
~The clearing up of an old mystery,
e2nd a hostile tug-of-wills between
two other “wilnesses and defense
counsel were the highlights in the

Walker, : . )

One brief flurry of excitement
interrupted the trial when Judg
Walker ordered the courtroo
cleared after Bailiff Willa ol
mus reported a ticking noise in

SK. E n

After 2 shor{ search it
discovered that-telephons repaifs in
the building were causing a sol¢noid
in Polhepwus’ desk phone to click at
regular intervals. )
- The cross-examination of witnes-
ses_helped dismiss for a while the
underlying fact that the outcome of
this ‘phase of Sirhen's triale-now

conclusion: Sirhan did kill Sen.
Kennedy and will not be acquitted;
the only point at issue is determin-
ing the penalty, . * '
. En. route to that point, the
prosecution is Jaying out its entire
case in an effort to show that Sir-
han's act was sufficiently premedi-
tated fo warrant a conviction of first«
degree Tourder, /, v

Sithian's Trial High
Courtroom Drama, Bomb Scaje

4 . BY DAVE SMITH .
' ot N Tlmeg.ffaf! Writer ' b e

»Alt'houg‘n the defense admits Sir-
‘testimony on the uncontested point

Iy lively courtroom exchanges and a

court of Superjor Judge Herbert 'V,

seven ‘weeks old—is a forcgone

12 - A A

] g cae q * N s

O
ignted by

B oW S "35“3.“ f oy s -" «5;{

The defense is bearing witv/ the

in_order to undermine whatever
evidence of premeditation they can
and, if necessary, discredit witnes<
ses who could strengthen the prosé-
cution claim of malice aforethought.
se #{torney Grant B. Cooper
employed/this tactic on Ey
BuckneZ, rangemaster of the San
alley ‘Gun Clyb where
Sirhfn went target-prdcticing June
e eveof the assassindtion, - ...
In attacking Buckifer's credibility
as a witness, Cooper also wrote the
finish fo a statement that months
ago provided slight fuel 16 speculd-.
tion that Sirhan.might have been
part of 2 conspiracy,” © ' 7

. . Alter repeated and pointed qués-
* tioning of Ruckner about when and

how long Sirhan was at the Duarte
rifle and pisto]l range—and evident
disbelief” at  Buckner's answers—
Cooperasked suddenly: *~  ~ !
* *Yoft have a kind of vivid imagin-
ation, don't 'you, six?* = . )
2No," said -Buckner, Lo
/Citing Buckner's statements o
nvestigators Jast summer, Cooper
shot back: "Didn't you say that a
Jady was with him?® .
- *No," Buckner replied, I 'said a

lady came up and he showed her )

how to shoot.*, . Voa
*- *Did you or did you not sxy at that
time that the lady told Sirhan, 'Get
out of here, God damn ‘you. Some-
body will recognize us}?* pomemems

e '
-
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't . Buckner denied making

: o statement, then said

vhe had told police “it
sounded that way," and
that *I couldn't hear them

" that weil”

.+ Cooper asked Buckner

- §¢ he had not taken a lie

! detector test and flunked

* it, and ‘Buckner answered

fhe had "just flunked on
that question.”

! Dep. Dist. Atty. David N.

g Fitts objected that refer:

ence to lie detector tests
. was inadmissable and the
* exchange was stricken
..from the record.
1 -But in further question-
! ing about the alleged ex-
. change between Sirhan
; and the woman, Buckner
; himself referred répeated-
1y to *the day ] took the lie
i detector test.* o
i Asked if he had admitted
i to police that he never
" overheard such a remark,
Buckner said, "I didn't
cadmit” it wasn't made. I
admitted that I could have
" misunderstood.”
.. Still another, and more
" celebrated, mystery presu-
.mably ‘was laid to res
Tuesday, with the testi
‘ny eof Valerie Schyite,
former manager O oEN.
'Kenncdy's campaign of-
fice in Goleta, where she
"was a UC Santa Barbara
coed.

L Ydentified Ezplier

photographs fas “the girl
Vincent Difierro, & wit-

¢ss Monfiay, thought he
saw near the scene of the
shooting at the Ambassa-
dor. . -

DiPjerro and Sandra Jor-
rano, a witness ye he
‘qanad, told investigdtors
_Jast summer they had seen
a girl in a'black and white
polka dot dress, talking to
Sirhan and that she Jater
_ran from the scene shouts
ing, *We shot him."

That story was later

0

' admitted to be afabrica

.

tion, and Tuesday Miss
Schulte testified that:
~She couldn't have xun
at all last June 4. She was '’
oncrutchesasaresultof a !
skiing accident, and still ;
wears a brace on her right |
Jez. :
~She never even no-
ticed Sirhan until the first
shot! was {ired. ] ,
--She was wearing 2
polka dot dress; but not |
black and white, She ¢xhi- }
bited the garment she
wore that night..It was a
lime green mini-dress
‘;&vith canary yellow polka
‘dots.

PRI N % 3

[aF

chief of séTOTRY™
SIZin senator, de- |
in 3 subdued and ,
ing "voice how he got
scparated from Xennedy
in the exuberance of the
election ,victory cclebra=
tion, :

Barry said that after
Kennedy finished a victo-
ry statement, the scnator
jumped from the back of
the stage’ instead of re-
turning in Barry's direce
tion and then headed to-
ward the kitchen corridor
.where he was shot.

Barry said he was back ,
in the crowd, assisting '
Mrs. Kennedy and trying
to catch up when the first
shot was fired. :
Johngfn Story
Olympies de-
cathlon/champion Rafer
also took I
to tell of his part in
struggle to subdue
Sithan after the first shot
was fired, \

. Johnson told Dep. Dist.
Atty. John E. Howard that
it was he who took posses-
sion of Sirhan's gun, after
former Los Angeley/Rams
tackle Roosevelt Gfier
armed the suspedl.

. Author Georze Plimplon
is scheduled as 8 pIos
tion witness today.
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Possibility of Guilty Plea by: -
Sirhan Now Appears Remote

Judge Walker's Insistence That Jury Must Determine
- Penalty in Case Seen as Barring Contemplated Change

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walk-
er’s insistence that the jury deter-
raine any pepalty in the murder of

Sen. Rohert ¥. Kennedy has all bat |

eliminated the possidility of a guilty
plea by Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, The
Times has learned, ,

Sirhan and his attorneys were
willing to plead guilty to first-
degree murder last week-~on condi-
fion that the defendant be guaran-

Jteed a life term rather than th

death penalty.
But Sirhan balked at the last
minute, when Judge Walker refused
to give his required consent to the
arrangement, The €9-year-old jurist
indicated he -would accept 2 guilty:
plea only on condition that the
penalty be set by the jury. «
Later he is said to have confided
that his reason for this wasa resolve
to guarantee a full airing of the facts
surrounding the senator’s assassina-
tion. ' o
Sirhan then reporfedly took the
position, -after consulting with his
lawyers, that the jury might vote
the death penalty even if it were not
sought by the prosecution.
. Seems to Know System
* There is reason fo believe Sirhan
knows the vagaries of the jury
system. ,
He could haye been influenced by
the outcore fast year of the trial of
former Jep. Dist. Atty. Jack

receivéd the death penaity—since
reduced by the court to life impri-
sonment,

Within a few hours of his arrest,
Sirhan reportedly told Investigators
that he felt the jury was wrong in
reugm%nvgi afcgfath penalty verdict
against Kirschke. o .

“He Insisted that the evidende was

too weak to Justify such puni;h-,
ment. - L
Speculation that Sirhan did not

_want to change his plea because he,

desired to tell his story of the’
assassination is not altogether valid.

‘He had agreed to plead guilly if ke
could be assured of life in prison.

If he had accepted the alternative
presented by Judze Waiker-plead-
ing guilty and taking his chances in
2 penalty trial—-he could have taken
the ‘witness stand to relate at least
some of the details of why he shot

‘Kennedy.

Judge Walker, it was learped.also
felt that disclosure of the evidence

A2

Senp———"
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would have laid to rest

-any doubt that Sirhan was
+acling alone when he fired
‘the fatal shots.

+ Why did the two sides—
the prosecution, and de-
fense-—de,cifde to htake the

roposal of & change in
Igle’a. to Judge Walker?
Concede Shooting

. The defense attorneys
concede that Sirhan did
the shooting. They have
publicly stated that their
main goal-in the case is to
save his life.

By agréeing to a change

. in plea, with a guaranteed
life prison term, they
‘would have accomplished
such a mission.

The prosecution, on the
other hand, fully intended
from the beginning to seek
the death penalty~and
felt there was a good
chance of success,

However, psychiatric
reports furnished to both
prosecution and defense
reduced these chances.

. ’lgme p}oise_cutionfis iaxg
to have felt that if it ha
only @ marginal chance of

L

securing the death penalty
for Sirhan, the Tterest of
the ‘public might best be

o

served by accepting a |

guilty plea, with life in
prison, thus saving a great
deal of time and expense
and personal anguish for
the families and Indivi.
duals involved. :

And the prosecution has
indicated that it would
make public the full re-
cord of its investizations
in the event of a guilty
plea.

Presumably there still
could be a change of plea.
~But that is uniikely unless
cither Judge Walker or

Sirhan reverses his pre-

sent'thinking.

Meanwhile, the prosects

tion is pushing ahead with
its case against Sirhan.” g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

e

e



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i M S S, o w

-

(
.D

(Mounf Clipping in Space Below)

e

O

e

in

Sirhan Composure &
\iter Shoofing of
Kenmedy Dascribed

‘BY DAVE SMITH
Times $iatf Writer 4

Kennedy, and was grabbed by
thunderstruck aides of the senator,
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was, "com.
. pared to the circle of people around
him. . .enormousiy composed . . "
"Amid this hurricane of sound and
fecling, he seemed Jike the eye of the
nurFicane . . . He sceméd purgé
This was part of the testi
Wednesday by George -Pli
author, editor and Kennedy ;
ter.
‘Plimpton, called by the prosecu-
tion, gave testimony which pleased
the defense. The latter has claimed
that Sirhan killed Sen. Kennedy last
Jung 5 while in an obsessive frame
of mind and a trance-like state,
* The witness told Dep. Dist. Atty.
John E. Howard of preceding Sen.
Kennedy through the Xitchen co:x_i-i
dor at the Ambassador. |
S¢zies of Popping Seunds '

-Plimpton said he heard "a series of

sharp popping sou'ms, which
didn't know what to make of .. . I
kad a sense that they were revolver!
shots.”

-He immediately grabbed for me.
gun, along thh Several others, andi
didn't see Sex wennedy fall to thei
floor, thn. testified. "I didn't
have enougn fourage to look back in
that du‘ecn ;! he added,
de reﬂxorel vice

Ppor-

res-

iy wounded in the hail of
gunfire,

He said he was walking with Sen.
Rennedy when *all hell bro:\e loose.
I heard some crackling noises, like
electricity, and I saw some flashes. I
w3as badly. ilv shaken and.I thought we
were being electrocuted."

I SR TSI ISEMOK TR $PAR wwmc IR b

" After he had shot Robert F.

began shaking and I
w2s fallmg That was the
Jast I knew, uniil 1 re-
gamed consciousness on
the floor. I felt great pain
and 2 burning sensation in
my head, and people were
\V’dkmv all over me.'

Sc‘lrade was shot in the
head, just above the hair-
lme "He has since TCgov-

f

Stoc:: a‘xd
Shop in Pasadenz, ace
knowledged under ques‘
tioning by -Dep. Dist.-Atty.

‘David N. Fitts that he sold

two boxes of .22-caliber §
ammunmon to Sirhan. ~
Then, he began to tell of '
three men—one of them
resumably Sirhan=-—who
enlered the shop on the
date of the sale,  Aememms
“Arnot was quickly In.
rrupted by “Iitts, who

. asked him if 2 lie detector

test Iater administered to
Jhim had not cast doubt

on that story. :

Arnot 2dmitted that this
was true.
Defer-se Attotney Grant’
B. Cooper then asked Ar-
not "The truth of the
‘matter is, you don't re-
member to whorm you sold
that ammunition, do you?*
"No," said kmot

Four other afternoon |

vitnesses fraced the owns :
ership of the death weas |
pon from its first sale in |
August, 1965, to its private
sale to the defendant's
i brother, Munir Sirhan, 21,
last February,

Earlier testzmony Wed-
nesday placed Sirhan sev-
erexd -ours before the Ken-

v assassinaticn at SR
suburoan pistoTl ra n"e.

ca@/” 4]
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New Sirhan Mistrial Movetoll

BY PAVE SMITH
Tines St Writer
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's ded
made a second motion for j
Thursday on grounds thoj
defense was prejudiced
story in The Times.
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker
denied the motion in an in-chambers
session highlighted by a prosecution
request that such closed procecd-
;mg%sl,_cboth past and future, be made
ublic.
P Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Iynn .D.
Compton said, "We think one of the
vices of the whole situation. . . and

client's
a page 1

“what creates a problem, is the idea

‘of sealing (transcripts) and sceret

. sessions, .
*We just fee] that everything has,

e dminrder, as was expsct he- weék':
.1 On Feb. 12,

b, ot o s

o

be[ore- s ot
Tie Times said &
rguilty plea appeared probable after
snegotiations between the defense
and the prosceution had resulted in
an agreement that Sirhan would be
assured of Jife imprisonment for the
slaying of Sen. Robert . Kennedy
fast June. - :
i Judge Walker was repotted will-
ing to accept a guilty plez, but Hot
an agreed-upon life sentence. The
penalty, he held, must be submitted
to a jury, which could decree lif
imprisonment or death. :

At that, Sirhan refusced to change
his plea., ) i

The transcript of Thursday's
. closed session corroborated The
Times' account last week.,

70t to be on, the,regord and public ‘ Cooper, in moving for thggms»ﬁaﬁ\,

4 » . H

and that there should be no secrey,
negotiations, conferences or maiters}’
which are in that category ... ¥
"« *I would oppose any further .. ..
proceedings which are sealed, se-!
cret, or otherwise handled in that

- {
Defense attorney Grant B, Coojfer |
answered: *In connection with ylea
bargaining, it is always a
matter.”

Cooper protested release

H
{
t

the'

£

transcript of Thursday's™ gf.armber—
Ss1on, saying, "If this entfic thing

| to murder in the first de-

f2id Thursday's story *re-
flects quite accurately eve
erything that ... was said’-»
in chambers with respect
to the possibility of the
entry of a plea of guilty

gree."

At another point, Cooper
stressed that Sirhan *did
want to enter & plea.*

Judge Walker answered, .
*He did want to enter a
tez to first-degrce mur-
der with life, but he didn't

ows Story

-

‘hqlu—ﬁ:ug)

is released, now that we have it only want to enter a plea with
with the Los Angeles Times, but, if the suggestion I made as
this is releascd, this is going tomake the record indicates" e
fx(')%rat page news, this is real hard” gllat Is, a giuttiltytﬁlea wit}h
good news." e jury setting the penal-
Plea bargaining was the subject of . After Sirhan's exit
the story in The Times Thursday in {rom the ncgotiations last
an_explanation_of why Sirhan did, Week, one source quoted
not plead guilty “to {first-degree. bim as saying, *I'd rather
die tha.n spend my life in

i« prison. S ——

¢C

o,

2.2‘4'”
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Judge Walker_ pointed
-0t that i1t was he who told
some details of the closed ,
‘meetings which later ap-
peared in print, and Coo-
per said, "I assign -your
honor doing that as mis-
conduct.” o
;*Compton said some
-points similar to” those
covered in The K Times'
stories had been raised by
«Yeporters for some Eost-
*em newspapers. He then
pointed to what he felt
were the "vices" of closed
Jsessions. Ot
i . Dilation Tested
:Meanwhile, the prosecu-
tion continued laying out
its case against Sirban in
open court, ‘with “police
officer _Travis R. Whit
testifying  that he’
mined Sirhan's ¢yes
pupil dilation mingfles a
ter Sirhan was arrested.
White sz2id he concluded
from this single test that
Sirhan was not under the,
influence of any drugs or
liquor. Lo e
Other witnesses T
day were f{ingerpryft ex-
perts James E. flaborn
and Riley W. Maxwofi of
the Tos g

T -
Departynent, and

ovey, 3 secrelary
forier Gov., Edmund G.
Bown, who worked for

the Kennedy campa
.and witnessed the s
Mrs, Elizab
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. Sirha

. By JOXUN DOUGLAS
Herald-Txamher $12{1 Writer
“Two more of Sithan Bishara
Sithan’s victims have given his
firy of eight men and four
women thelr accounts of the
shooting in 1he pantry off the
Ambassador Hotel's Embassy
Ballroom which claimed the life
of Sen, Robert ¥. Kennedy and

vouﬂdetl Sfive,
estimeony of Jra GoXd-

the ground.”

“No sir. I moved to the Joft. I{d
coatinued walking. I fclt some-
thing on my pmt IW-a gust of

wind, J felt & ballet enter my
Teft Jeg.” RS
“Did you fall dowa?™

“No. At this point I crashed
into the wall.”

Goldsteln testified immediate-

A
stefz 2ngd Mrs. Elizabeth evan
G 3e«ie 3y agamst ?«e
bac-kgroard oifenother Geffnse

pica for a mifirial i the cass of
ysfamitfed slayer. The
yafstrial plea 2gain was based on
allegedly prejudicisl material
prmted in the los Ance;es
'Imefs. .

Presxdmd Judge Herbert V
Walker demea the raistrial: He
confessed iz an  in-chambers
Léaring that ke perscnally was
th2 source of part of the jnfor
niation ¢contaired in the morn-
isg. newspaper's stery.

Former newsman Jra Gold-
stein, who was shot in the left
thigh, recomnted his mermory of
the. events of the momisg of
June 5, 1963, at tke close of
yesterday’s sess‘on

He s2id ke P2d been covering
Keﬂ':edys victory speech, dbut
“t raidway throvgh it to go to
I !Mbassy room k.tc?e’z in
=B ol sorrething to eat,
:: “ing.of the shoou , Gold-1=
: 1 said, “I heard Joud pop-
2.0g Tolses.™

- How many of tbem"" Dep
D,.st Atty. David N. Fitts
a3ked. .

“49wo of them 2t first. I qmc!s
Ix reoved to my kft. T stepped)

ly after {he otker of Sirhan’s
victims, Mrs. ‘Evans, 43, of Saw
£US.
Mrs. Evans testm6 .eca*x*e
HO‘G] Y
former

Joln F. i\e“nvoy, and to parti-
cipate in  Kennedy’s v;cto:y
celebration, -

She told this story urder qhes
tioning by Dep. Dist. Atly, Jok
Howard:

“I entered e par'tty," she
sald. “It was crowded.”

“I beard 2 sound like fire-
crackers.. X Jost my shoe. Every-
taing bappened very fast.”

“Couid you 'eel blood on your
tead?”

“Yes ... ¥ was afraid JiC
wocld be trampied.”

Ske said someone took Ler to
2 table where she lay until she
was taken away in an amby
la):ce. Ske later wnderwent sur-

gery for a gunshot wound,

i addition to beizg o1 trial
for Sca. Kennedy’s murder, Sir-
han is charged with five couats
of assault yith a deadly weapon
Mth inteft to co*nmlt mud 4

over seracone who had iallen to

“Did you recognize 'anyone?"‘

motion, yestcxﬂay. dge Walker
brdered made ,ablic 2 tran
script of the §
mexnts. .

The sfitmed re-
vorts thaf Sirnan had sought 2
ity piea to firstdegres mour
Ger thet would insure that he
did not suffer the death penelty.
Judge Walker, -the 'record

“chambers argu-

showeﬁ refused fo be & party to
such a deal, holding' {hat the
jury must decide the penalty;
The transcript revealed that,
Walker kimsell wes a source of
part of the information regard-
iug the squelched deal. = | |
Chief Defense Co"nsel Gran

Pler's Jeak “im t
figure in a later appeal i
Slrkan C&QQ, ha Satd f
Police officer
first witress of yesterdaf’s ses
sion, scored an fmportght point
for the prosecution,

In Xis opening remarks, Attor-
rey Emile Zolx Barman toid the
jury the defemse Intendsd to
prove that Sirhan was “in a
trance and Infoxicated” when
e admittedly shot Kennedy, =
But Officer White testified
that a pupil-reacticn test of Sir-
kan’s eyes, takez minuates after
2is arrest, .ndtcated ke was 20t
drunk, :

White held to his testimony
despite vigorous attempts o

2, discredit it by Cooper.

Fitts asked him:

| “Tn your opinion waS B ( e
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gan) Lnuer the irnue:zce of
1EOHE T liquor of any knd??

“In ray opinion he was not,”
1be policeman answered,

‘Explaining the test, White
said he shined a hgn in Sir-
han'’s eyes in a darkened room
and that the puplls contracted
pormelly. An indication .of in-
toxication, he sadd, would have
been g slow coatraction, ,

" Fitts asked him. what, were
other “indications of “intoxica.
tion,” ,

“Eyes watering, staggering,
weaving, blurred speech and 2l
coholic breath,” White replied.

“Did you observe zny of these
otber indications in the defen-
dant?” White was asked.
“There were none that I ob-

{ Wztness, ’\Ins Jugd
ecretary to former @I%
v. Edmurd G. “Pat”

* |Brow, festified to seeing Sir-

han hanging around press head-,
qaartem for the Kemedy cam-|
paign before the shooting. She
t0ld him to go away and he did, '
she said,

Two Lgs Angeles Police !m-
expezt. Sat

irfan’s fingerprints on kis car:
found parked oz New Hamp-
Shire St., three blocks from the!
Ambassador Hotel, ©o
In that car was 2z sales slip
for ammuzition puréhased a‘
‘be Lock, Stock N° Barre]l Gua
Shop in Pasadena for Sirhan’s
22-caliver, Iver-Johnson “Ca-
det” revolver, used to shoot
Kennedy,

Sgt. Maxwell said ke fourd
Sirhan’s fingerprints on the

sales mp, t00.

l_._—‘.-”
'
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Maxyfoll and Officer James E,
Clagorn, testifieq {o discovering
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Doctor Recalls RFK

Pi@@; in Sirthan Tridl

& .t

RO I

“Ftncl .+ Ethel ...
“Am T going to dic?”

By JOUN DOUGLAS

i o Feraw Examiner $iaff Writer . ,

. §
- "
4 »
v +

‘Robert ¥. Kennedy lay mortally wounded on the
floor of a pantry off the Ambassador Hotel's Embassy

Ballroom. The time was 12:

His wile had noi becn at h}.
side when Sjrhan Bishara

" ban fired the shot that pierced

the New York senator’s spine
ang skull. But ske was ncarby,
and almost immedipely beside
Jim,

“They wmspe
Dr Stanley

d together as
, on the scene,
redy, giving
him what hfip he could before 2
Central Rfceiving Hospital am-
bulance arrived, «

Dr. Abo testified yesterday at
Sirhan’s myurder trial. He was
not permitted to recount “the
coaversation between the slain
senator and his pregrant wife
while in the witness box, But ke
recalled it vividly for The Her-
ald-Examiner outside the court-
roon.

Dr, Abo was the first physi
¢ian to reach Kemnedy's side
1after the shooting, He had been
lat the hotel 35 a partisan of the
senator—celedrating viclory in
the Califoraia Presidential Pri.

ry. '

His recollection:

“Mrs. Kennedy reached her

hushand’s, side and keelt beside

© him,

20 a. m, June 4, 1958,
. ‘Hi$ eyes had opened by then

der and asked: “Am Y going to

qie?”, )
“She was holding his hand,

and looked yp at me, as if for

J2an answer,

“I kad no answer.”
Kennedy kept repeating,

Kefredy fell silent.

“He just moaned a few
times,” Dr. Abo recalled.

The ambulance attendants ar-
rived and Kennedy objected vi-
gorously, telling them: “‘Don’t
move me, , .Please doa't move
me.” il 2

Thea he- was oa hkis way tolme
Central Recelving Hospital,
then Good Samamau Hospital,
ard finally, 25 hours later, dead.

Oa tke stand, Dr. Abo testic

fied:

1 was standisg vear the door
of the pantry," ke told Dep.

hcard several” popoy popm'zg
roxses . Somebody screamed
1 .2 cmau commotion staried.

i “Y’saw 2 television camera.
an, he may have been a light
'man, standing on a slool mouth
‘Kennedy,’ and put his finger to
his kead. . .

“From that, T koew the’ sena.
tor had been shol.

- “Someone rushed out to 28k
for a doctor and 1 shoved ahead
wntil T reached the victims.”

'Dr. Abo said ke first reached

Payl Schrade, United Auto

T-iand e looked sorrowfylly &Y, Workers Union official injured

bv another of Sirhan’s baullets.
e determiced that Schrade
was rot scriously injured and
moved to Kennedy's sice,

“Sen, Kennedy's head was on
a folded coat, which I'présurncd
to be kis.”

“Ethel, . .Ethel. . Etkel,” asy .
panctemonium broke about 1hg
couplgyat the shooting scene,

A flew foet way Roosevelt

Q--\What dig you find?

A-~He was lyiag very still,
pvery quist, ¥ did rot koow inj
ua}ly whether he was breathing,
or if he had a pulse, I thought if
%ire was not breathing, 1 would
do artificial respiraticn,

““His feft eye was open and
staring aimlessly, His right eye
was closed. I could feel & very
strong, but slow pulse, could
observe that he was breathing
very shallow, but at 2 good
rate...He looked up at

. He was holding } cruci
fix m both hands, rﬂomﬂv both

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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!egs (mmm-zb his bady éver\
' often 3 am‘ neaning.

Q-Did you rotice arylhing
about his head?

A==Yes, There was consider-
able blood on the jacke!l under
his kead. Thiere was a small but
pcn.,traurg injury just dack of
his xight car. ., .

Dr. Abo testified that, having
5o instruraents, ke probed the
iwound with his fingers,

Q~Was there a medical read
fson for this probing?

! A=At first Just ta locate it
‘then because 1 wanted to keep

The first came from Pasade-
ze collector AIVIn|

Tk swore that in April, 1968},
-~s8ime {wo months before ke
stew Kennedy--Sirkan told him:

“I'm  planning on_ shooting
hin],”

Clark said the thicat came 38
the two talked politics in {rort,
of Sirhan's home; £95 ¥. How-
ard §t., Pasadena, shortly after
the assassinslion of the Rev,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,

Sithen was ypset about the
King shooting,” Clark said, and
kept asking him what the
Negrocs intended to do about it,

ithe wound open ard  nozing

slightly to keep from having &

build-up of blond 19 the skall,
Q~What else did you do?
P At tried to kegp other doc

teo vpgnmmry jumping on the
sepator to give him amrl(tai
tespiration or teart massage, I
was convinced his heart was
beating, and he was breathing
3l right,

Dr. Abo's testmony provided
the sccond series of dramatic

“whom ¢ intended to vote,
tors who began to arrive from!

Ciark is a Negro,

The talk turned to the Califor-
nix presidential primary, Clark
said. and Sirhan asked him for

“I toid him [ was gong to
vote for Kennedy,” Clark testi-

want to vole for that son of.a B
T3, bocanse U'm planniag on
T TRhooting him.”

l)nteme altorrey Enule Zola

mpeach Clark’s testimony i

azent in Seplember, 1%68) you
wopkint want to take the oath
because you hated Sivhan so
much you would <o anything to
se¢ him convicted?

“Yeg,” Clark admi ucd

But Dep. Dist.-Atty. David N. ,
Fitts countered quickly:

“Have you told the truth here,

“Yes, I have,” Clark s3§3.

Clark was-one of three wit-
wesses put on the stapd yester-
day as the proseeulion sought to
sow premeditation in Srfan's
adnittéd slaying of Kenn dy.

Avather, Mrs Miria :
a Rennedy rampaizn foluateer,

fied, Jtold of sceing Sirhanfz a kitch.

& e

"Sx{bgn said, ‘What do you

en in the \mha: 20or  Hotel

June 2, 1%S-some 47 hours
before. he shot Kennedy. The
RIOSE ection conteads ke was

events 3t yesterday's session,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“casing” the place,

Berman sopght vx*n*o;sly {0,
cross-examination, He cemand-:

“Didn’t you say (to'an ¥Bl

$

sir?™ >,
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Noguchi Rifi-
Is Tied To
RFK Autopsy

Coynty Coroner [Thomas No-
cudfi, who performed the auto-
sy"on Sen, Robert F. Keaned
has said that County Admyfis-

Imade and the accusers had
Jbeen vague on delails,

' Herman "<: 24' in, Beyeriy Hi)
lawyer retadied by Dr, Nogai

along with ¥rark Chun
Los Angeles, said:

“We don’t know whit they're
talking about. Nobody has
brought amy specific. charges
yet. We want o ste what it is
they're after.” '

‘ 'Selvigx said as far as he could
determine, no charges had been

asked hm o resign frfm hus
$31,104-a-year job. :
Dissatisfaction ovef an asscrt.

there was a
vindeed justfiable.”

delay it was

“We did verything that
stowld be done,” e w3id.

“A pumber of complaints and
charges about the way in
which Dr. Noguchi runs his of-
fice kave been reported to me,”
Hollinger said. “Whea all the
facts are in, I will recommerd

efservice groups backed the ap-
Jjpoittment but the UCLA and

Noguehi was appointed to his
post Dec, 18, 1807, by 2 3-2 vote
of County Supervisors after 2
six-week hassle in which €ivil '

University of Southorn California
Medica) Schools and L.A. Coun- '
ty Medical Assn. opposed it.

In June, 1833, when tke posj
tion was made permanent,
pervisor Burton W.
raised Noguchi for his fhap
dling of a helicopter didster
e:nd the Kennedy autopsy,

Noguchi, 2 native of Japan
but mow a U.S. ditizen, was
graduated from Nippon Medical
School in 1951 and served Iis

to tae Board of Supetvisors 2ndlintemstip i “Tokyo Imperial

tbe Civil -Service ComnilssionHospital and at Orznge Comtyi

en.”

“I recejved an ultimatum,”,
D¢, Noguchi replied. *If 1 dont
resign, Mr, Hollinger said hei

would persorally file some type
of Charge against Mmeamiwn

that 2ppropirate action be tak-'Gereral Hospitdl,

| 4
.act\lﬂ&
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Pathologists Defend Noguchi's
Handling of Kennedy Autopsy

BY BAY ZEMAN E .
Tunes Couaty L:»&reév_(mef - i . i
A WitT=DET "I've talked to Dr, Wegh, At the time of  the
eIy, appointment, medical
aracms chool spokesmen had
, Kennedyfassassination came 10 hiS Noeyehi Tlconiplained that Noguchi,
defense Saturday when they learned : "Dy, Wecht reviewed the|then 40, jwas, too -young
the coxél_xty‘coroner may fagp custer {pnt‘irc report in the Ken.iand inexperienced for the
Pl‘%;f«'? {%%ﬁf&esgﬁ)’% , ; medy case as a_coroner’s post. Because the coroner
b il G tomes [l ie i badonaly e o
£ of Forensic |MHan and director of the {?fgu%aclhoia}“gulttﬁz 'Sgh ggllcsz
Sclences, said fh Wichita that [Pittsburgh Legal Medicing cJaimed they had a special
he and Dr, Cyril Wecht of Pittshurgh, pnstitute,’ 4 interest in his appoint-
present chairman, were shocked to | g "Dr. \Woeht is in New.ment. . ' )
learn the Board of Supervisors may b . 8 A NN oruehl B jous
M e DEIVISOIS MY 1o 1ndoy He t6ld me by Noguchi had previowsly
be asked tomitiate dismissal aetion, ™5 V., HE L0 ME Oy o rved as assistant profes-
‘Noguchifseid ‘Friday that L. S. telephone that heds writs oo and zssociate clinical
s Hollinge/, county chief admiMiiar -ing to ‘the ‘Los Angeles nrofessor of pathology at
%‘.__9 fitcer, had demanded hig Board of Supérvisors fo USC. ™M~ =TT
Jreséfvation from the $31,10£:ﬂ-ye:n:§ ‘protest any action against .
post as the county's chief- medical/ Dr.  Noguchi, We  both
cxaminepcoroner. . cconsider him 2z brilliant
I_golﬁi\m‘ger hgs reccived complaints man® . . .
about Noguchi's asserfed delay In  -ypoi.
handling ~?h/:—: Kennedy autopsy and ¢ ?ckext of§cred to« come-
.on other phases of his work, officials 10 F-08 Angeles to testify it
said. . - ‘the Civil Service Commis-
- County supervisors are expected Sion ‘considers any action
to hear Hollinger's report in exccy. 23inst thecoroner.
tive session Tuesday. . | Suggesting there may be )
Jf they then favor dismissal of Some maicontents in the
Noguchi, the Civil Scrvice Commis- coronex's department, the’
sion may be requested to call a pub- Vichita ‘pathologist said,
, lic hearing on the question. Maybe he should have
| Eckent, deputy coroncr and foren. €leancd house when he
sic pathologist at, Francis W"';’i"g' it )
fospital in Wichita, _Then, referring to_the

Y

4

g L

L

Pathologists famj
Thomas T. Nogudhi's handling of land he also OO

the autopyf in tfe Sen. o, Slrongly about this
Robert X ler -assassination

o

3*scxid: It grinds us tte C_’P.Posmn of the TSC3R :
|3srong way to have Nof UCLA mcdical schools to
‘euchi, subjected to criti- *Noguchi's appointment as
cism.* e “ coroner jn 1967, Eckert’
* ¥ekert assisted in e :s3id, *The problem pro-

,bably revolves around the

after being deputized by ;me"qx,cal schools' wanting

Dr. Noguchi as a-consul- political - control of the
ST

Fovvamamrrirern
tant. ‘ «oroner's office," ==t
* In a telephone intcrview, C ('/ 4 /6 ?

Kennedy autopsy Jast year

Fckert saids C
“It was probably the

best, most thorough and ,

most minutely handled

forensic case I've cver
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Behind Scenes
Should trans,cripts'of c‘losed £

secret? For the second time sinees |
they began barely more than & week

.ago, the state's proceedings against -

the allcged assassin of Sen. Robert-,

F. 'Kennedy were interrupted by
.

thet question. S .

' And this lime, it resulted in chief |
defense attorney Grant B. Copper's ™
not only demanding a mistrial, but-
accusing Superior Judge Herbert »
V. Walker of misconduct. Judge -
"Walker disclosed ina closed session !
with oppesing attorneys that he had «

talked with 3 yeporter of The Times”, og

2bout Sirhan B. Sirhan's bargaining

.for a guilty plea, and Cooper told the .

‘judge he "should not have done it." -

*In connection with plea bargain- .
ing,* he said, it is always a sceret
matter.* ' " v Te—

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. ‘Liym D,
Compton disagreed. Said he: 0

*We feel that everything has got «
{o be on the record and public and
that there should be no szoret s
tegotiations, conferences or matiers.s
which are in that category." 7

T

-~

. Metion Refused o
Judge Walker refused Cooper's,
motion, Cooper said he'had made.
the misconduct charge merely to,
ngfrecord "in case we

L} and the trial,

moved on. . p
Alvin Cfrk, a Negro trash collecs
tor wng sald Tie Had struck up a
friendip with the 24-yearold Jor-.
daniafl immigrent defendaut while

2t his home last April, quoted him

as saying, “What do you want lo,
vote for that son of a B for, becaute

I'm planning to shoot him."

*I told him,* said Clark, *'Well,

-vou'll be killing one of the best men’

in the country,”

Other witnesses  testified that.
Sirhan spent at least five hour:
practicing at a firing range the dz
before Kennedy was-fatally wou

One of them, David Monte!
was shown 2 handguit ena projaiply.
jdentified it as the one Sirhg
ygsing on the rifie range.

The gun, 2 .22 caliber 1ev

Kennedy.

TThe ong that pumped the bullets into -

h.———ﬁh-gb”

; 3
. - war am

+ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, nane of
ReWSPADper, £ity ond stated)

G-5 Los Arigeles Times
Los Angeles, Califr,

4

Date: 2/23/69 v

Edition: Final

Author:

Editor: Nick B. William
Title; Kensalt '

Character:
or

Classtifications 56-156
Submitting Office: LOS Angel e:

[:] Beinqg Investigated

5% /GOl GFF

SEMC.'m’Eb.....__.__jNDD(Eg g/‘r/
SR, o & ]
| rFB 2 4 1969 g
Foe —:‘-03 AN&J.ES
__ |
[74




i i

W esTad e o

‘ FDR-350 (Rev. 7=16-63) ’

$3 g wter 3 PR [ P P N [T P ST 2% ey ez e

{Mount Clippiag In Space Below)

A
i N

§§§ dan Tl .. Judge

Efs‘d@‘fﬁi@@ﬁ“ V. M’/E ﬁk@aﬂ
IMan in Ch harge

Bv PRl Hanaa oThe judge said tre cealR™ +gy are talking % abot \zt 3%@
“. Morald-Examiner $tat] Writer "enalt); “\Vas n%‘f cruel and man who was my 16931 on zhe
uperi nt” in h, he said. “He was an
Superior Court Judge Her. WOuSE2 punishme beac i
b . Walker, chos .| Thoratoa’s case. author, a lecturer, azd I'm
ery V. Walker, chosen to pre- , nore of those things.”
sids over thé murder trial ox{ “Tke death penalty does 1ot |
Sirkan B. Sihan, is called 2 vig'ate the dignily of man nor -« yalker aspired to the bench
e ) 'LM ; ‘zﬁ %ioes it ‘violate the standards 1 Zollowing al$ graduation from
coreful, legal techaiclan™ Y ot geceacy that mark the the Umvers'“‘) of Scuihern
hls conte nlp-orar:-’es {m—nq-r«esb 01‘ a mat""ﬂo bocre, Cahfof 3 LaW'SCﬁ)OA lﬂ 1923

“The accused stayer of New! ty." Judge Walker held He was Gopaty sutpoation
'York Bea. Rebert F. Keanedy An aieraft worker, Thorse commitsstoner Jfor .13 _vears

can ekcect !au. Mmt anq on was COﬂViCted Of a S”i"t“"‘mc.vmﬂ g‘adbat irom

wmans ganm.. OF SeX attacks and kidnaping
an treatment from Watks o vy oo women, None were

. Who has served 03 e LoS giag bt one was injured so
Amem ¢ziminal court bexch he was convicted under Cali-
for 13 of Ais 13 years 25 2 foruia’s Little Lindbergh Law,

?-2

pige. ) | Judge Walker tecame ine
The fGyearold Waiker Voived i1 the Caryl Chessman

. case wasa he  disoualifizd
985 TeIne e
whose hestrermenbered d - pims?lf 1o tha sextencing of

sioa came in the Coafidsntial the “Red Light Bandit,”
Magazine criminal likel case 1t was Chossman's pinth 45
, it - # ~‘ A W ‘}"? ISALAﬁ‘
10 years 3§°' will be 3 .‘ar‘:‘l neal, and Walker suid he took
far name In most households nimself out of the case whea
2s every cowrtroom move Will it zpneared that defense atiox
be examined closely around noys hed a chamce for two
ke workd, more years of appeals De-
¢ 1
Appointed to the Superior SAUSE 1t was alleged that the
., . Judge mad discussed the case
Couyct in 1933 by then Gov. .
o efcw with District Atterney William
Earl Warren, the jurist (s B. McKesson
seaior fa term of years or the 7 7 -
criminal bench in Log Angeles At the time he denied he
County. . held any prejudice in Chess-
Ocher moteworthy decisions AT €3¢, ‘
rendered by Walker incl de Asked it 22 had been come
his uphdidiag of the dvathipa;ed with famed criminal
peralty in the case of cowl:u.:xxdge Charles ¥ricke, Walker
ed _sex offender Rodert Em- taughed, ]
Mewt TEGrmton.

ol
¢ //7'57
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.scheol; S%ent three years, as
chiet deputy district attorney;
and was in private practice
‘for seven Yyears before his

appointment to the bench. '/

“Pye sat on 2ll three cor-
pers of the triangle and 1
think I krow pretty well what
the attorneys Gown front are
thinking,” Walker said.

He is given eredut for run-
‘ning 2 tight courtroom during
the- Confidential Magazine
trial, With all the ‘racy”
material that was placed in
exhibit, he wouldp't let the
rial becore 2 ‘three-ring cir-
‘cus." i ,

Although he has been re-
versed many times on appeal
with ‘the “liberality of US.
Supreme Coutt dacisions,”
‘Walker has seldom queéstiono
a jury verdict.

“When that has happeaed, 1
discussed the case Witk tee
“jury, 2ad I had to agree with
them exch time that their
conclusion was logical,”
Walker said, ‘

The courtroom for the Sir
han téal is small, with just 73
seats, 37 of which have beea
reserved for the news media.

Walker said he would not
object if attormeys oz both
siges agree 10 a closed-circuit

gt

¢second room on the fioor be-

Jow the main courtroom, This
will be used to accommodate
additional mews media who
have asked to cover the pro-
ceedings. i ‘

Walker’s courtroom oxn the
st floor of the Hall of Justice
was selected because it offers
maximum security for the de-
fendant.

Before extering USC in 1622,
Walker held 2 numbder-of jobs
to finance his education, He
worked in an oil field in Cas:
malia, Calif., and at the L3
Brea Oil Fields in Los An-
geles. He also served as chain
maz for a Los Argeles city
surveying crew.

Before college he served
two years in the Navy during
World War I on the battleskip
LSS Kentucky,

He might have had a caveer
in motion pictures,

“They used to shoot movies
pear where I'lived in Holly-
wood a$ a boy, and I got 10 be

an extra ia 2 series called
«Bill the Office Boy.”

Bora in San Francisco in
1891, Walker moved around
{te country with his family.
Ttry lived in Coanecticut,
New York ard Arizona defore

televison “ transmission to 2 returning to Califorsia,

2025 RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176

He aiteaded Los_Angeles
High asd Lemogre Union
High in his teen years.

Judge Walker, an active Ep-
fscopalian, met his wife, the
former Alice Sophiz Phelps,
2% church, They were married
in 1525 and have taree chil-

- gren and 12 grand-children.

A daughter, Mrs, Kathteen
Brockelhurst, lives in Sunset
Beach! a son, Herbert Weston
Walker, lives in Newport
Beach and practices law 2
Santa Ana; and a second
daugnter  Mrs, Elizabcth
Suzanne Zentner lives in Los
Banos.

A resident of Glendale near

_the La Crescenta line, Judge

Walker is a2 member of the
Los Augeles, Glendale and
American Bar Associations,
Lawyet’s .Club, American Ju-
dicature Society, and Phi Al

_pha Dta tegal fraternity,

He §s a membder of the
American  Legion, Mascnic
Lodge, Shrine, Acacia frater
nity, Native Sons of the Gold-
en West, Los Angeles Athletic

1ub, Chancery Club, Legion
Lex and is past president of
the USC Law Alumnl Associa-
tion.

He is & past president of the
California State Employe’s As
sociatien. Smmnmnad

B



» e

[ U

o~

S ot o e

G

[L USRS

‘I;‘\was approximatcly 12:20
am. the morning of Juae §,

1938,

More than 1000 wild]y eathy-
stastic Democrats josied
each other ard cheered in the
kot, jamraed Embassy Room
of the Ambdssader Hotel, 2
California victory theirs.

At the Cinderella hour, Seq.

Robert F. Kennedy had
stepped before the wicro-
phote to ackrowledge his
triumph ja the California
Democratic primary election
ard to thank thema for their
uppm. )

Clustered at his elbow were
some of his super supporters

~his wife, Ethel, other mem-

bers of the family of tragedy
and triumph, Assembdly
Speaker Jesse Unrub, athlete
ard singer Roosevelt Grier.

The, senator’s speech was
Iow key~one of thanks, of
escouragement for the cam-
paign aheadeand 1t was
lorgely drownad out by the
cheering.

The Other Victims

On tiat fateful eatly mome
ing exactly seven months ago
today, violence unparalleled
in Los Angeles political histo-
ry shattered the hopes of toe
Califortia Democratic Party
and of much of the natioa.

At that kour Sem Robert F.
Kennedy was mortally wouad-
ed by gunshots that rang out
in a.paniry kitchen of the
Ambassador Hotel.

. ‘
Five other persons, all re.
covered, were woundsd in the

barrage of bullets. Teey

were:

Paul Schrade, western dis
rector of the Urited Auto
Workers, 4130 S. Hillcrest
‘Drive, shot in the head.
William Weisel, 3%, network
newsman for ABCIV, of
Washirgton, D.C,, wourded in
the 2bdomen,

Irwin Stoll, 17, of 6089 Hozr-
ner St., skot in the leg.
‘Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, 43,
' Saugues, a scalp wound.
fra Goldstein, 19, of &977
Hayveanurst Ave, “Enciro,
rewsman for Continexntal
News Service, shot In the left
kip. \
All are expected to testify in
tee murder trial of Sirkan B.
Sirhan.
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Recalling the Scene That Night —

The "Kennedys and their

party, bound for private cele-
brating at The Factory,
changed Iheir planced exit
coyrse through the packed
¢rowd in the stifiing ballroom.,

Avoiding the room’s reain
estrance, they moved toward,
a kitchen pantry.

In the pantry was 2 man
now accused os the assassin
of Sen. Kenredy~Sirhan Bis-
hara Sirhan.

Shots rang out.

A man dedtified by pelice
2s Sirhen was crusied fo the
floor and a pistol wrenched
from his Band,

Nearpy Senator Kenredy
sprawled on his back on the
floor, his eyes glazing, immo-
bile. ‘

Twenty-five and ore half

hours later Senator Kennedy

R R

was dead.
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