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Sirhan Bslaiiai Sirhan, 25, 
goes on trial Tuesday as lie 
accused slayer of Sen. .Robert 
F. Kennedy in a case in which 
the defendant's mental state 
may occupy more court time 
than testimony relating to the 
shooting;.

Tie somber fact teat, if 
convicted Ue young Jorda­
nian emigrant could.suffer the 
death penalty, has been over­
shadowed in the preliminaries 
of Tie case by questions of 
motive raised again and again 
by the defense. .

In the words of Russell E. 
Parsons, one of SJrWs law­
yers:

“ What are the real 
issues?

"If he is the man, why did 
UdSL&

To the prosecution, headed

by’ Deputy District Attorney 
Lynn Compton, there is Lite 
question that Sirhan is guilty.

The indictment required by 
the Los Angeles County Grand 
Jury alleges that “on or about 
the fifth day of June, 1963. at 
and in the County of Los 
Angeles . . Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan did willfully,, unlawful­
ly, feWouW and with mal­
ice aforethought murder Koh-
ert Prams Kennedy, a hu­
man being.” And that is pre­
cisely what Compton and hs 
aysociatey think they can
prove.

There • is every indication 
that the prosecutors will seek 
the death penalty.

.But if Attorneys Grant 
Cooper, Parouss and Emil 
Zola Berman can convince the

JuryW Sirhan actfdwitot 
malice), their cwnt^couldget 
off with as little as five years, 

■ in prison. ' ,
The farts in tie case are 

these:

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

FoWng his w|imiIrIg the 
Calfforaia Presidential Pri­
mary Kennedy issued a vW 
ry statement early June 5 in 
the Ambassador Hotel's Em­
bassy ballroom. He left the 
podium to go to a victory 

■ party at The Factory-aa pri­
vate dtb."

He was accompanXrti by a 
number of aides), .fncu»tog

A-1 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Gailf.

Roosevelt Grier, 300-pound ex- 
Los Angeles Ramis football 
tackle; Rafer Johnson, former 
Olympcc 'decathlon champions; 
and Bill Barry, a fgrmer. FBJ 
man who had protmedKen-
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■ otdyjhl^ia.lly during camfReceiving Hospital and 
page ns'. thSTquickly transect-red to

They headed into a corridor Good Samaritan Hospital
leading to a hotel ktcehen He uodejlwwott Why brain
where Gey pannedl to get into surgery, but failed to rally.
a freight elevator. Kennedy: At 2 am. Thursday, June • 
was shaking hand’ witf aiKtnnedly’s press secretary 
young busboy near a row of ------ - . 
refrigeaitor's when shots be-

Frank Mtukriewtcz faced
-. . _ . newsmen who had been keop- 

gan ringing out "like a string lng ^ at the hospital for 
^ ™«^ n^.,,^ ” morC than 24 hours with aof Chheese firecrackers.'

, When -n as were turn .to 
figure’ Snhan’s hwyess are 

expected to plead that even f. 
their client did shoot Kenne­
dy, he did so with^ditmnK 
shed capacity” ,, rDHinuhhed capacity is a Ic.,’ 
gal defease in Caliy<r^iia. It, 
provides, in effect, that if Ji

. can -be shown that a defen­
dant's-mental cyn.dity« prev­
ented him .from developing 
either' the malice or. the. intent 
to kill, he may be cynvictedI of. 
second-degree murder. This 
carries 'a sentence of Ave

The time wits about IZ^O-buncin:
am. ‘ ”I have a short announce-

Marin Patnsky, 2S, an . to read, which I will
Ambassador waiter and an eye d at ^time.
witness tells this story: . ^1 j^^ Kennt-
caHS^eyugUOf twfw ^ ^^1^ 5?^-®

ths if# msfiVius uW« KpnnA. June 6, 1S6S. y Which brings six monhs to .15

years to life. Or he could be

the ice machUe where Kerne-
old” . . .

On June 7, after deUberat­
ing for nearly seven hours the 
County Grand Jury .toileted

dy was •staoding. He .had a 
kind of funny smie on his 
face and one hand was in 
fryot1yfthty^he^ . .
v ‘T^ I/awJm jtisv^ murder not estabifeh legal insanity,
hands, I w^t know' tmsthing jn,^J® 7-^0’ (but could show the person was 
was real until I saw Kennedy charge, he was accuod oMinlluenced by rage fear 
siding down in front of the shootingfv— oner pvrsyos ini ob^n, ta/or'evea al­
ice machune. One of the (wai- the melee- They were, ail ^ ■ ■ *
ter) captans grabbed the guy pitalfced and hare &»«■ Je- 
by the neck. The guy was ■covered. He will also be tried 
waving the gun,and a couple on these additional shooting

yew.. ’
’ Dmumshcci responsibility 

has been claimed in several 
casses when the defense could

gs^

more shots went off. I saw 'charges;.
two people fall.
“Everyone was shouting. 

‘Grab the gun.’ Then one of 
the football players (Grier) 
and one of the other captans 
grabbed the guy and started 
pushing him to the floor. I 
looked back at Kennedy. He 
was saying': ‘Pease don’t 
move me.’ ”

Grier and his campanonns 
wresttal the weapon away 
from the gunman and subdued 
him.

When taken into custody by 
Los Angeles Police Homeato 
later, the young man refused 
to identify himseff or talk 
about the shooting. He was 
later identified by his broth-

This, basically, is the case 
the prosecution win present to 
the jury.

But Just the jury must be 
selected.

Superior Court Judge Her­
bert V. Walker, who is to try' 
the case, expects jury selec­
tion. to take three weeks. Part 
of that process of selectyo,, 
says Walker, will take plaice 
in open court. ‘

But part will be in secret.
Walker says he‘Mends to 

question each prospective ju­
ror in his chambers as to 
what publicity he has seen of 
the case. Defense and prose­
cution lawyers will be press-

ers__  iSr- . qn^ but no one else. The
. KennedyVas rushed to Cen- jurors’ answers will not be 

“ disclosed until after the trial—
if then.

cohol.

Many attorneys prefer .tie 
defense to an actual insanity 
plea because, if found insane, 
a defendant can be confined 
Indefinitely In a mental MtHu- 
to».
It is believed the objective 

of Sir han’s lawyers is to obtain 
a prison sentence that will 
end with parote as soon as 
- possible, perhaps a 10 years 
or less. -

To get this, it will be the 
task of Cooper, Parsons and 
Berman, in effect, to take pro­
secution evidence and turn it 
to their advantage.

Chief among this -evidence 
are diaries aUegtdUy kept by 
Sirhan and seized by police in 
his Pasadena homie tie morn­
ing of the shooting.

These diaries have been a 
bone of contention in the case 
since the disclosure of their 
’rxishce by Mayor Sam Yoji- 
ty at a press conference. ,



1i

YWH»int?aeea the letter ' 
rhowed‘Sie■han pamting Kenr— 
M/s murder and clained 
one stated in part: *

"KeaMy has to be assassi­
nated before June 5, 193”— 
the first anniversary of the 
six-day Israeli blitz in the Mid­
die East.

Both .Attorney General 
Thomas Lynch and Los An­
geles County District Attorney 
Eveih J. Younger assail’d 
Yorty for making the chares 
public, but the Mayor retorted 
that he had to do it to protect 
the reputation of the city,
Jasons fought long and 

hard in court to keep the 
diaries‘out of evdence, but on 
Oct. 22, Judge Walker rued 
.they were admrr®t^. • I

Parsons moved speedily to 
obtain copies of the diaries 
then and told a news confer-' 
ence:

"I don’t know what effect 
these writings might have on 
the opinions of the psychia­
trist in the "case,”

Sirhan has been under ob­
servation by several psychic 
trists since Parsons took over' 
his defense from the Public 
Defender. Their reports are 
.availabte only to the defense 
lawyers and Parsons refuses 
to discuss them or evea to 
identify the prychia■tritrs.

However, court recods 
identify them as Dr. .Eric 
Marcus, .Dr. Edward Davis, 

, and psychologist Roderick Ri­
chardson. At different lietes, 
they have observed Sirian in 
court and elsewhere.
^JOey-have also studied the 
diaries. . x

Most: of the contents of 
-these arc still secret, but it's 
known that in addiiioi5 to the 
retcrnies to Kennedy one on-, 
try' refers to a girl whom 
Striata said he loved, although 
he had never asked her for a 
date.

Sirias wanded to be a pck- 
cy, but he was thrown by a 
horse.

Parsons'has the record of 
his treatment.

Tire record rhowr that Sir- 
ton was working as an exer 
esc boy at Grana Vista Del 
Roo, a ranch owned by the 
Attflilrc* Ctoortructifew Corp, 
in Corona, when be wars 
thown. -

He was treaflrd twce. on 
Nov. $ and Dec. 20, 1965, by 
Dr. Mitton Miller in Corona. 
He complained, he suffered 
pan, blurring, and “extreme 
motion" in his eyes After the 
fall.

Dr. Miler said Sirhan 
‘seemed to exaggerate hs 
.disability."

Aso very mush on SirhomS 
mind was the conflict between 
dMad and his native! Jordan. 

_ A shopkeeper be worked! for 
in .Pasadena was Jewish and 
2 member of Holland's anti­
Kazi ttSr;anc« movement in 
World War M. Srhanz was 
petsSto'lay engaged with his 
W-oyer in bitter argument 
about the Arab-St^ael conflict.

Thus, there may be an at­
tempt by the defease to show 
an “oinsesion” with this that 
made Sirhan unable to act 
tattO>i«lUy.
__ Finally there is the defem. 
dantS family.

His mother, Mary, and 
britheess, Adel, MUoUr(^oe), 
and Sadallah, have been pres­
ent in court at most of tie 

J trims {reI^nartr and are 
' expected to be there Tuesday. ! 
The father is in Israel. - ‘ i

But thus family reportedly 
gaye ”to a rough upbring-! 
ing, which is also expected to 
be described in detail,by the 
defense, ,

How much of this kind of 
evidence will Cooper. Parsons 
and Berman be able to get 
before the jury?

That will be up to Judge 
Wa»er—sidl lenigihy argus- 
mens aganss it by Compton 
and his associates, David N. 
Fitts and John Howd, are 
expected.

Siting for the trail will be 
Deparmentt 107 in the old 
Hall of Justce,, in the,down­
town Civic Center.

QBarter-inch steel ^68 
have been pU«d inside the 
courtrooms four windows, and 
the wirdlowr of Judge Walk- 
c-f's adi<'iccitt chambers.

Tight security will be im- 
point, n.”t only in the eighth­
floor courtnorm, but ateo m a 
fourth-floor "auxiliaiy court-, 
room". Newsmen not admit­
ted to tie main courtcom 
will watch the pteceediogr 
there va closed circuit televi­
sion. There will be no pubic 
tt!teviiinn.

The trial is expected to take 
three mcnUr:, with nearly a 
third of this timfe being given 
over to jury slecton!.

Once the jury Is finally 
chosen and sworn In it will be 
‘sequestered”-- locked up |O 

Tdowntown hotel.
In an unusual order, Judge

Walker has sad that he will
permit jurors' •rpcurtcs to virit 
tjem on,weekends — staying 
overhigltt. ' - ------^ .
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BY DAVE SMITH
Tmes Start Writer

The trio! of Sirhan Bishara'Sidon, 
accused slayer of Sen. Robert F. 

: Kennedy, was scheduled to begin in 
Superior Court at 9:30 a.m. today, 
seven months and one day after Sen. 

. Kennedy’s death, but late Monday 
the posSbiiity arose that the defense 
might seek a fourth pestjornement.

Defense attorned Grant B. Cooper, 
• involved in a federal grand jury in­
vestigation growing out of the 
Friars Club card-cheating case,, 
said he felt it might be- in 
Sirhani’s best Interests that .anate 
postponement be'granted. .
’ Cooper has refused to answer 
grand jury questoons on how he 
came to possess unauthorieed trans-* 

; cripts in the Frars Club case.
The attorney indicatedi late Mon­

day that he felt it might prejudice 
the 2-hyear-old Jordonian,s right to 

. a fair trial if the case were to go on 
while the .federal grand jury's 
inv€stigation is under way.

No Indication of Barrier
These was no indication there 

1 wouM be any barrier to Cooper's 
'approaac.ee for this morning's ses­
sion of the Sirhan trial before 
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker.

But Cooper its scheduled to appear 
.in federal court at 1 p.m. today, one 
hour before the scheduled afternoon 
session of the Sirhan trial, to either 
answer the federal grand jury's 
ques'ions—which he has said he will 
refuse to do-or show cause why he 
should not be held in contempt. . • 
Another lawyer for Sirh.on;“'Kut-

sel1 E. Parsons, .has previously 
induai^di - that he wouM not be 
wiling: to proceed •■without Cooper 
and the latter cannot be taken off 
the case except at Sichau's request. 
Cooper could, however, withdraw 
voluntarily., l

Sichau AdmlBS$tcced Test'
- Parsons said Monday that Sir-han 

had been aemin'teecdd a chromo­
some test’ for the so-calecd' XYY 
syndrome about a month ago.

(The XYY syndrome, in which 
each cell of a person' body contains 
an extra Y, or male, chromosome, is 
thought by some psychlatrs$s:5 to 
.indioate a tendency toward violent 
behavior.)

Parsons said he did not know the 
results of the test on Sirhan, and 
thus could not say' whether it would 
be entered in evidence. ''*“*'•'’'
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JUDGE WILL SEE IT—View from bench of courtroom on the eighth 
r of the Hall of Justice where Sirhan Bishara Sirhan goes on 
I today in the slaying of Robert F. Kennedy. Presiding over the

closely guarded trial will be Superior Judge Herbert V. Wake 
Just in front of bench with row of microphones is counsel tab 
at which prosecution and defense attorneys—and Sirhan—will si

———- Timses photos by John Malmi



PROTECTIVE MEASURE—Dep. Sheriff George Psareas inspects quar­
ter-inch thick steel-plated window in courtroom.Just above it in an 
air conditioning unit is closed-crrcuit television camera, arrow, 
that will carry Slrhan trial proceedings to newsmen in auxiliary court­
room on fourth floor. The camera, however, wi|1 not showTh® jury.
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Sirhan Tria
Sirhan trial chief deeenee 

counsel Grant B. Cooper’s fed­
eral court hearing on his state­
ment he lied in connection with 
the recently concluded Friar’s 
Club tidal is not expected to 
delay the trial cf the man ac­
cused as the slayer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy.

Superior court officials have 
indicated that they expect the 
trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan to 
get underway as scheduled to­
morrow.

Today Cooper goes into feder­
al court for a hearing on his 
Friday statement he “didn't tell 
the truth” when asked how he 
obtained a secret grand jury 
transcript in the recently con­
cluded Friars card cheating 
trial.

Cooper said that, “it would 
have pointed a finger at my 
client," had he teheed truthi'al- 
ly about the transcript.

Final preparations of the ar- 
mor-piated eighth flccr court­
room in the Hall of Justice in 
which Sirhan will be tried will 
be completed today. Also to be 
completed is the so-called auxil- 
iary_ccurtJCcml in which those 

■of'the 114 newsmen assigned to

courtroom seats will observe 
the trial for whom there are not 
the proceedings on closed-cir­
cuit teltvSsion. There are only 
37 press seats in the courtroom 
itself. 1

Sirhan remains in an isolated 
cell on the 13th floor of the Hall 
of Justice. He is said to be 
growing increasmgyy nervous as 
the trial approaches.

It is expected that as many as 
200, w^nesse’ may be called 
duing the trial, but Superior 
Court Judge Herbert V. Walker, 
who will preside, may try to cut 
this list dowm.

Several witnesses will be 
those who were in the crowded 
kite-hen area of the Ambassador 
Hotel, where Kennedy was shot 
shortly after midnight June 5.

Sirhan was arrested in the 
kitehen immtdCately folCowing 
the shOTting.

Although Sirhan has pleaded 
innocent. Cooper and his asso­
ciates Russell B. Parsons and 
Emile Zola Barman are expect­
ed to seek a verdict which 
might find Sirhan guilty, but 
which would not warrant the 
death penalty - either second 
degree murder, or manslaugh­
ter.
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By JOHN DOUGLAS
Herad'EXsimnrrr Staff Wrilcr

Defense attorneys for Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, 24, accused as 
the slayer of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, today resorted to sel­
dom used legal stratagems in 
an attempt to have Sirhan’s 
murder indictment set aside.

The defenee amounted a major 
legal attack on the indictment, 
which, il successful, would re­
turn the young Jordamam imm-- 
grant to the status he had the 
day he was arrested! for Kenne­
dy's murder.

First move in the complex 
legal maneuver was a demand 
by Chief Defense Attorney 
Grant B. Cooper that' Sirhan’s 
plea of not guilty be set aside.

If ths is -successful, the way 
would be cleared to assail the 
indictment through an attack- 
on the 19618 Los Angeles County 
grand jury which returned it.

ShouldLthat attack succeed,

indVvidual arreseed by Los An­
geles police for the June 5 slay­
ing, and the process of bringing 
him. to trial would have to start 
again.
If Cooper's attack on the in­

dictment fails, Sirhan would 
still have the right to restore hits 
plea of not guilty.

Cooper has indicafed that tes­
timony he want:’ to introduee in 
support of one of his maneuvers 
will be lengthy. At one point 
yesterday he suggeseed a 30-day 
delay to iron out legal points.

Cooper's suggestion, wh^ 
never reached the formal mo­
tion stage, was brushed aside 
by Superior Court Judge Ita- 
bert V. Walker, presiding over 
the trial.

Cooper has made it clear tot 
the reason he wants the plea set 
aside is to lay the groundwork 
for an attack against the 1968 
Los Angeles CounTy-* Grand

Sirhan would become simply an.

(IrdicaSe page, name of 
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J'uy^jand-California’s Grandman of New York, joined his 
Jury selectiM system in gsnsr-701^Saguss even laterf 
al- • . ■ in yesterday's proceedings

The system lists been Stacked Cooper lost two of his moves. 
before, and at the level of the He faded:
State Supreme Court the attacks ® To get'Judge Walser to 
have been unsuccessful. Howev- agree to two juries in the case— 
er, Cooper points out that the one to hear the evidence, tie 
attack against the system is other to set the penalty,, should 
being carried to the U.S. Su- there be a first degree murder
preme Court. . (conviction.

Cooper has assailed selection; © To get the jurist to ^sent 
of the 19618 Grand Jury on the to written, mstead of oral, ex­
grounds that the system which “I10" of prospective juross. 
permits judges to nominate! Chief Deputy Detect Attor- 
Grand Jury candidates, who are-ney Lynn Compton, who hem’s 
then chosen by a spin of the^he prosecution, opposed both 
wheel, inher e nt-1 y excludes moves. W^ta rejected the two- 
‘-members of . some minority lury request out of hand, Md 
groups and persons of some denied the plea for written ex­

............  - - ' aminations on the grounds thatnational background.”
The legal concept of “timeli- the. jury prospects might act ir 

ness” could mitigaee against collusion in .filing out wrtteer 
Cooper's mow to withdraw the questionnarees.

At a post session news confer-“not guilty” plea, even though
withdrawal of the plea is but a ence yesterday Cooper con- 
technical maneuver-. The con-'firmed speculation that the Sir-
cept’s rationale is that therein defense will be based or
was a proper time and place for legal 
Cooper’s argument, and that it grounds.

and psychological

He said: .
The chief deeenee counsel’s ‘The defenee will not deny 

answer to that is: “I wasn’t,in Sirhan ’hot Kennedy. A lot of 
the case then.” ‘ ' people saw him. -

may not have been made.

t ..... ...... ■-------------------- Jr- „ “The, defense, will be along
/Cooper joined defense ^ter- other lines.” *“-------^-'' •

ney Russell E. Pairsons in the 
Sirhan case last month after 
conclusion of the Friars Club
card cheating trail. The third 
deeenee lawyer, Emite Zola Ber-



' —Associated Press Photo
-THREE DEPUTIES FORM DISTRICT' ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, PROSECUTORS OF SIRHAN 

From left, John Howard, David Fitts, and Lynn Compton arrive at hall of .imsf^- for trial session
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The possibiliyy of motions for a 
mistrial or a change of venue were 
raised Wednesday by two defense 
attorneys for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
accused slayer of Sen. Robert F1. 
Kennedy.

New York lawyer Emile Zola 
Berman told Superior Judge Her­
bert V. Walker that the defenee 
would be prepared to present 
evidence in support of a motion this 
morning regarding "the saturation 
of publicity in this area."

During a 10-minute recess, co­
counsel Russell B. Parsons said the 
defenfe is concerned about both the 
amount and character of publicity 
devoted by local news media to the 
Sirhan case.

Kefuees to Answer Directly
Asked if this indicafed the defenee 

woudd seek to move the Sirhan trial 
elsewhere, Par-sons refused to an­
swer directly, but refereed to earlier 
defenfe statements indccating it was 
felt that there were few paaces in the 
world where the case had not been 

; greatly- pubhcized.
Asked if a motion for mistrial 

seemed the mor-e likely prospect, 
Par-sons answered, "I would say a 
motion for mistrial is mor-e likely."

But the specific character of the 
planned defenfe motion was dis­
cussed in Judge Walker's chambers 
during a closed meeting that 
broughlWednesday's cour-t session, 
to a dose.

■ Itwas expectedthaLaft- 
er motions are dealt with 
this morning, the trial will 
recess until Monday morn­
ing, when jury selection 
will begin.

Court observer’s felt the 
prospects were Mt bright 
for either possible motion. 
Judge Walker has de- 
clar-ed his impatienee to 
get the trial moving and in 

I denying a continuance 
Wednesday, cited a long 
list of delays in the case 

; since the attasstnation of 
, the New York senator last 
' June. ■

Big Expense Cited
As to moving the trial to 

another county, observer’s 
cite the enormous expenee 
alr-eady incurred and the 
massive security precau- 
toons undertaknn to 

. protect the defendant 
■ here. The money, man­
. power and time requrred 
. to dupiccaee these pr-ecau- 
tions elsewhere could 

■ weigh heavily against 
Judge Walker's ruling fa­

i vorabyy on a change of 
: venue.
■ The observer’s add that 
Walker, 69, plans to retire 
in July with the Sirhan 
trial as the capsoone of a 
career that has made him 
the dean of criminal judg­
es in Los Angeees County.

Wednesday, only the se­
cond day of Sirhan's long- 
delayed trial, was marked 
like the first by defenfe 
efforts to forestall the 
immedtafe opening of the 
jury selection phase — a 
proeess expected to con- 
sunee three to four weeks.

Deeenee counsel Grant 
_B..Cooper moved for a S0- 

day continuance, winch he 
said the deeenee ’ team 
needed to compile its 
evidence in support of 
other motions left unre­
solved Wednesday by 
Judge Walker.

But Judge Walker de­
nied a continuance of that 
lenght-and after .a Closed 
efstion in chambers, Coo-
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pe£_said_defe n s e and 
prosecution had agreed to 
begin questioning pros­
pective jurors Monday.

Cooper suffered heavy 
going in arguing a series 
of morions aimed at gain­
ing time. He first reintro­
duced a motion-denied 
Tuesday — that separate 
juries be impaneled—one 
to deter-mme guilt or in­
nocence, the other to fix 
the penalty if the 24-year- 
old Jordanian is convicted.

Cooper cited a pending 
case before the U.S. Su­
preme Court on grounds 
that We single verdict 
procedure forces a defen­
dant to decide whether to 
offer mitigating evidence 
which could reduce the 
penalty but would also 
bring the risk of self­
incrimination.

Cooper contended that 
the singe verdict proce­
dure posies a dilemma 
which vioiaies the 5th and 
14th Amendmenss.

Another Rejection
Judge Walker again de­

nied the morion, repeating 
the opinion he expeeseed 
Tuesday — that Cooper 
could renttooucee the 
same morion at a later 
phase of the trial if cir- ' 
cumstancce warranS. .'

The judge also pointed 
out that an earlier defenee 
morion to set 'aside Sir- 
hans plea of innocence 
was no longer requreed 
under recent penal code 
changss. These allow fer 
quashing of an indictment 
—still another defenee mo- 

■ tion—wen after a plea has 
been entered.

With Judge Walker's 
denial of We 30-d.ay. con­
tinuance plea, the jurist 
also pointed out that. We 
morion to quash the in­
dictment could be ruled 
upon at any time in the 
course of jury selection 
and that this phase should 
give We defenee amn’e^ 
time to gather its. 
evidence,—.,

The bulk of Wednes­

day's court session was 
taken up with argumenss 
on Cooperis morion to set 
aside We jury list, which 
We defenee contends does 
not represent abroad 
cross-secrinn of the popu­
lation.

Cooper cited a long list 
of occupations which are 
excused from jury duty, 
including legislaorss, at­
torneys and their em­
ployes, clergymen, teach- 

। ers, those in We medical 
proeession and many oth­
ers;.

Hie Wen inrrodueed Los 
Angeees County Jury 
Commissioner Wilham A. 
Goodwin as a defenee wit­
ness,, said he had not had 
adequate time to question 
Goodwin in advance and 
asked to recall him later.

Begins Qucetirns
But Judge Walker de­

med this request and 
Cooper launched a series 
of questions designed to 
support his contenrion 

. that selection of jurors 
■ from voters' lists automa­
tically invovves exclusion 
of broad classes of citizens.

Goodwin testffied that 
the list of jurors for the 
county's central Oiettiit, 
in winch We Sirhan case is 
contained, is drawn up by 
data processing machines 
which select every fifth 
name from every sixth 
precinct throughout the 
county;.

Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. 
Howard, croee-examining 
Goodwin, asked if there 
was ever any exclusion of 
prospective jurors on the 
bass of political belief, 
race, rcligion, or occupa­
tion. ,

To each question, Good­
win repieed, "No."

Cooper protested that 
We defenee still vats not 
prepared to present its 
evidence supportnig—the 
motions to set aside We

jury list and thi^inOict- 
ment. ■ .

Judge Walker Wen ruled 
that both . morions would 
be held open for later 
ruling, but that the trial 
would continue.

Waves to Mother
For We eccrnd day of hits 

triMra charges of first- 
degree murder, Sirhan 
was quiet but seemed in 
generally good spiriss. 
Upon entering the court­
room, flanked by two sher­
iff's depuries, the short, 
slim defendant waved at 
his moWer and two broth­
ers in the back row.

Once seated, he again 
Wrned W his family, 
smiled broadly and waved 
again. He held numerous 
whi sp ered crnfcrencee 
whh Parsons, at his imme­
diate right, and foUowed 
the courtroom procedure 
with an alert air.

Sirhan's mother, Mary, 
55, in a black and gold 
dress, sat with two of 
Sirhan's four brothes,, 
Munir, 21, and Add, 30, 
who live in We family 
homie in Pasadena. Two 
other brothees, Shari, 37, 
and Saidallah, 36, who also 
live in the areat, have yet 
to attend their brother's 
trial. “ “t
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By John Douglas "-
, Herad--Exanncer Staff Wr-ier

i A major clash in the Sir- 
han Birhora Sirhan mur­
der trial homed today as 
prosecutors sought to put
before the jury three dial-- from Pasadena Police Head-
ies written by the admit.- quarters where he met both 
ted slnyer of Sen. Robert Adel and Munir Sirhan, ano^r 

Cuneo that Sen. Kennedy mightF.Kennedy. , have fared better had he re­
A preliminary ’famish m the ceived different treatment at 

batHe of the notebooks was
abruptty halted yesterdlay when 
the young Arab became visibty 
upseTm-the courtroomE!ndlChiSl 
chief deeenee counsel, Grant B.' 
Coopen, called for a recess.

Judge Herbert V. Walker, pre­
siding over the trial, then*ad-, 
journed for the day. Cooper and 
his lrsoclate, Russell E. Par­
Sons, calmed Sirhan before he 
was returned to his cell.

The two attorneys declined to 
say -what their client had told 
them, but Parsons indicated 
that Sirhan had misunderstood 
preiimmayy legal maneuvers; 
and believed Judge Walker had
admitted the diaries in evi-aumite^u the UleUivS in evi- , - v •__ -, I moved from Kennedy’s brain
dence. Actually the judge will during surgery and at the sub-
not make that ruingg until to­
day.

Sirhan’s positions is that “hie 
notebooks are his and he does 
not want them r-ead by anyone,” 
Parsons said.

The lawyer charged police 
who searched the Sirhan homie 
at 696 E. Howard St,, Pasadnaa, 
fonowmg the shooting had “sto­
len” the diaries. Police admit:
they acted .without a search, vigorous protests were autopsy. 
warrant. I photographs showing Kennedy’'

During cxaminalion of PoliceihradwOundSr-4vhich Cooper de-. 
Sgt. Willaim E. Br-andlt Srhan n°unced o’ “inflammatory” to; 
rose in his chair and talked; the jury.
excited^ with his lawyers and H’ tftoris to block the photos 
Chief Defenee Investigaopr Mi- were unsuccsssuul as were those 
duel McCowan. He wiped,, his jo_fut short Dr. Cuneo’ testi-

f

brow several times during their mony, which the defense lawyer 
objected to as a “gory detail.”discussion.

ine
_JBrnndr, under questionng by 
Diepi. Dist. Atty. John Howard, 
told the jury of eight men and 
four women that the defendant’ 
brother, Adel Sirhan, 30, gave 
him perm’ssion to search the 
family home. He said he went 
to the Howard Str-eet address

Central Rfctivii g Hospital 
where he was taken immediate­
ly fonowhig the shooting in a 
pantry off the Ambassador Ho­
tel’s Emla^y Balh-oom.

,disputed this. HeDr,
said Wthought the physicals 
at Central Receiving had done 
all they could for Kennedy be­
fore tr-ansferring fam to Good 
Slmlriian.

A major portion of yester-- 
day’ trial sessoon was taken up 
with /he testimony of DeWayne, 
Wolfer, Los Angeles PoHce 
Deprb"lTiSstirs expert.

Wolfer identffidd, and the jury 
was shown, bullet fragment re-

sequent autopsy. Also shown 
was a bullet taken from the 
slain senator's neck.

Wolfer idfntffied this slug;, as 
well as slugs taken from t.he 
wounds of three other persons 
injured in the shooting melee 
which claimed Kennedy’s life, 
as having been fired by Sir-han’ 
gun.

Shown) the jur-y over Cooper's

(•Iedicaie page, name of 
newspaper, city nnd state.)
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Will Leave Office" 
After He Testifies

BY RAY ZEM
Times County Burcai

Dr. Thomas Nog/
Tuesday as chief

wChief

Jhii resigned 
• unty medicc

examiner and coroner-.
The sudden resignation climax 

bitter feud with L. S. Holimgs
county's chief 
cer'. ;

Last Friday 
Hollinger had

administrati ofti-

a 
the

Dr. Noguchi 
threatened to

said 
file

"some type of charge" against him f 
he didn't quit.

Dr'. Noguchi will become a patho-
legist in this country medial service .—_„. 
at no reduction in salary. He is paid had reeved, 
$31,104 a year.

"I am fortified in my decision by,, 
my knoweedge that as coroner l’ 
have contribuTed to improvement of 
the office and its ability to serve the 
pubiic."

Passes Out Copees of Letter
Dr. Noguchi passed out copees of 

hrs letter of resignation. in the Hall 
of Administration press room just 20 
minutes after the supgrvlsors had 
adjourned their, regular session at 
noon.

The board had ineended t.o go into 
executive session to hear Hollinger's 
analysis of complain's against the 
coroner-. It adjourned amid reports 
that Dr. Noguchi's resignation was 
imminent.

Last Friday Dr. Noguchi defended 
his record, including the autopsy in 
the Kennedy assassination.

Hollinger insiseed he was not 
referring to the Kennedy death, 
when he issued a statement that he .

a number'’ of coiil
plaints uid charges about the way

(Ioeicate page, name of 
newspaper city and state.)

IXil Los Angeles Time 
Los Angeles, Calif.

His resignation wU take 
March 4. '

Called in Sirlian Case

effect Dr-. Noguchi rums his office."
Du Noguchi, 42, had been coroner 

I since Dec. 19, 1967.
He w. ; appointed by a 3-2 vote of

’I have been called to testify as' the supervisors after the UCLA a°d 
county coroner in the Sirhan case,'1! USC Schoo's of medicine opposed
Noguchi said. He refereed to his the appointment. The schools con­

tended he was too young and too
• autopsy hst year in the assassins- inexperienced for the job.
tion of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

’Tve decided, as soon as that is
Tire superiors wdl choose his 

successor after a civil serviice exa-

Date: 2/26/69 .

Edition: Home
Author: Ray Zeman
Editor: Nick B. Willi ms
Tite: Keen sat

completed, to give up my position as 
coroner so that I can devote all my 
time and energies to the practice of 
forensc pathology m whhh I mn 
specially trained." he saie. „j.

"The administrative duties of the

mination.
Dr. Noguchi, Japaneee-oorn, is a 

oatul■alieed citizen. He is a graduate 
of the Nippon Medical School and, 
served his internship in the Tokyo 
Imperial Hospital mid the Orange 
County General Hospital. "----- ■—’•

coroner take up a lot of time that I 
should like to spend in my profes- 
sioOa^ttgld.

Chanceer:
or ■

Claesification: 56-1566
SubmltUng Oiiicg: Los Aogege
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„__ Work Routine Criticized
Hollinger has complained that Dr. 

Noguchi spent too much time inves­
tigating routine deaths from natural 
causes and not enough on violent 
and suspicious cases.

■ He remained silent Tuesday about, 
other complaint and charges he 
said he has received.

Th? compromise in transferring 
Hi. Noguchi averted pubheation of 
these charges and a long airing in 
"V; service hearings.

Keeping Dr. Noguchi's salary at 
the same level when he transfess 
from the Coronel’s Department to 
the Department of Hospitals will. 
fo“ow a county, policy known as "Y- 
.rating;' This insures an employs 
^against any cut in ‘salary in an 
’nrtcrdepartmental shift.



Dr. Thomas Noguchi
Tm^LfhotO *
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Jttgish and found last June.^, Explodes Twice , 
(6. hours after Sen. Ken- ; j But Sirhan apparently 

t.needy died,’was the note: ^remainid dubkuSs Tues­
, - f RFK must be disposed of Way about staying with his

),,3ike his brother was." ; * ■”*■■ "' ■ —J -------

ea<i

;by/Save SMITH. ‘ ■

—' ;not guilty pica. and twice
j Before the ruing on the ..^exploded verbaHy in court 
CnotelxoSs, it was learned Louring discussion of the 
phat Sirhan told Judge ^notebooks’ contents. , 
<Walker that if they were i. At his second outburst, 
^admited,, he would be rail-[‘moments after the after- 
hnaochdl into the gar chaim-’hnoon session convenor, 
Ib"r’...__ _ »lD"p. Dirt, Atty;.David N.
k He reportedly-teM Judge !• Fitts had just begun to

. , .merStaf.w.t".. JWalker that he did nt} Hdercnb" the notebooks'
Sirhln-Bishare Sirhan, e^gUWwant th" 7^" Wting •uSo""nSs to *h^ 
iblic disclosure of his writings andtov"? th" fart that you Sir'nan rase-d his left hand

g Times Staff Writer ,

'/ai; ^s•^‘“« S«*Kn», enraged at 
public disclosure of his’71^1^5 and;, , ,
their admission into evidence at ’his"™^/?® ,pe??e think I 
murder trial, now wants! to pWtgotA , ^--1 * • 

. guilty and go to the gas chamber, his .J-';"1?? Sir”an..?s.re 
defense counselsaid Tuesday. ' » rported io„haye, S-0, he

r -'.I,-.' .gwould rather ’stand up
c’rWr'r ^rtgong’w^etA1^^ -sa^Pight nowand plead guilty 
Grant'C. Cooper.- Hes blown hisj'snd cq io ihe eas chsn. top,that’s,all-"" ■ tbJJ.gOioi‘egas,cham.
' Sirhan’s sudden change of :heart£ i'

■in a commanding: gesture 
aand said, ’Your honor, 

•:.excuse me for interrupt­
Line* ’
“ Defense? attor-neys 
swooped down on their 
obviously agitated clien,, 

- ■  . ,be.. whiSspeeed urgent. for
' Smhans sudden change of hear. It was learned that Sir- ->veral minuees and then 

cam" Tuesday morning in Superior than said Judge Walker ! requested a recess.
_.. i The jury was taken out,

^£nd Sirhan, normally led 
from the courtroom by

:'two deputies, stalked 
■ Quickly ahead of them io 
1 a‘n adjacent holding room.

Half-Hour Huddee
;* There, for about half an 
;hour defense attorneys, 
;Sirhan’s mother, Mary, 
-and brother, Munir-, 21,

(rndlcaie page, nam" of 
ncwspapel, city and state.)

I-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Calf

„ uero-y morning.,., Superiorhan said Judge Waiter i 
Judge Herbert V. Walker’s cham-«was not giving him a fair 
bers, .before'the trial resumed withttrial in letting the not"- ‘ 
argun-"^! on admission of notebooks books into eviden.ce and 
in which Sirhan wrote of his intent [claimed that prosecution 
to assassinate Sen, ’Robert ,F.’use of the notebokks, tak- 
Kennedy;. ; . . • ’ .["n from his Pasadena

,Sohan's writings ’describe the24»home last June 5 without 
year-old Jordan-in im>mgrranr's rema search warrant, violaeoi 
S"nimcnt pf his poverty.'hisanger at-his constitutionll right's. 
the1 Unttei'.States,' -firm buUi Judge Walker reported- 
obviously umnoorrecd belief in com-.ly told Sirhan that his best 
m^Sm .^d a’growngs .^tOTrina.-.-Jnee"5s’s were being sought to calm the excited 
ilontokillScn. Kennedy.. , , . protected by Ris th;""" .'defendant and talk him

• Six pagers of chaotic,'sometimes man ,dC'C'ir^.ieam-COo- out of changing his plea. 
iHegible scribbhng in a spiral .note- p",’ ^mue Zola Berman uRoth the mother and 
book, along with samples of Sirhan's and "uS5"' B ij1’!?5" ' brother appeared to have ■ 
handwriting and two ,cnyK!o2"Si^?.ndihai.hcshould‘ol‘Ow.2i"in crying, when they 
werc-ldmlitedi into evidence. On one ;heir advic". I reappeared. ---------- ^
envelope, carelessly tossed into^t '

Dae 2/26/69 ’
Edition.: Homt"
Authw Dave Smith
Editor. Nick B. WUlmns.
Tit": Kensslt .
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?■^.Cooper then was grapt-1“ Another irony is the fact |, _' Dfnjfs New Curb _. 
£cdaCantinuanife until this that while ths prosecution But Judgs walker de-
rmornmg. __ _____  rega^3 Silnll'r nots-' nied. C^

Cooper said Sirhan ap- books as proof of primed- .j^ to admonish all par- 
5parently was calmed tation, the defense regards. ‘ieS not to divulge thsir 

down" after thsir private them as indispensable i contents to the press.
hhuddle, but added, "Idont evidence of Sirhan’s psy] >j don't think the court 
vknow what hsll do in toe biological incapacity to can restrict ths press Un 

. . , , any way," .said threGQ-

pla to admonish all 'par- p.

mooraing. Hs wss highly premedttate and the m^t
-^ ’ ’ • likely singta aymue to- year,old jurist. _ ■

ward saving Sirhans life. / a^e controvcssial two
Why is Siihian so op- pag^ will bs kept fiom 

posed to disclosure of the lhe eyes of ths jury, wNch 
nofebokks? ‘

^excited.".. , ’ , j
is -Sirhan’s wish to plead : 
’guilty and fa.ce the death 
.openaltyisarcvemlof Ns 
j^Uon oftwo week’ ago 
when both defense and.
"prosecution attorneys 
swere willing for Sirloin to 
■’plead guilty to Hs-d-dcges 
snjurdsr with the und.r- 
estandmg that hf would 
/receive a Hfs sentense.
3 Judge Walker rejected 
■>hsLarra^imintKJn^ 
lung that the question of 

penalty — death or life irn- 
’prisonment bs’ left up to 
,ths jury. ■
; At that, Sirhan, then 
unwiUkig to risk a possib- 
ls death ’intense, refused 
;to.change his plea.

• Sins then, ths prosccu-
’ ton has laid out most of 
.its case against Sirhan, 

. ilncUlding color■ photo­
graphs of Sen. Kennedy's 
fatal head wound and the 
diary with is repeated 
injunctions that Sen. K.n- 
nldy must be killed.

With so much prorecu-. 
' Hon evidence before the 
jury and no dfiense 
evidense , to counterba­
lance it, this defense would 
run a risk if Sirhan now 
pleaded guilty and toorF 
chanson escaping ths. 
gas chamber. ■ '

Fears Ridicule?
S.irhan is said to

[ XuS syss of mis jny • w^v** 
J is sequesfesed throughout 
• the trial. ■ .*

’But Chief. Dep. DstSinan j? said to be ( -, p ^pton 
EWJrtA * |&»^ 

having his ^tkaBiews know' ’what moti- 
a??JSJ^ ® the defendant-
up to ridicule or criticism. Compton also suggfstSedDefense’ attorneys have ^ntenKrthe 
Said that. S^n ’f^n’ ^wo pages, inflammatory 
any*t hpiiafilJ^ or not illustrated Sirhan’s 
m^t be mentally ju, and thinking and thus under­
in fact he protested aloud , v.. ’sole issue" in;nd thus under­
in court- when Berman scored the ’sole issue" in

Sirhan’s trial. ■
- As Compton argued for 

releases of ths two pages, 
Sirhan sprang to his'fest 
and shouted angrily- in 
Ara^c, gsstiuulating 
fleroHy with his Ifft hand.

The outburst, the most 
1 dramaUc so fax', came just 

th^w'of .thecu ^np^^^^^ as Compton referred to 
cdfnt fthX^ "advrcatu^ theStats’ of Amsrica'1 hbvld overthrow of the countryX 

no absolute plans yet-tUUJI--■*■-Jh rt nffinials lumped to soon will compose some • Cwt ottcia’s jump^ io

refereed., to .him as an 
"immature,, emotionally 
disturbed and mentally ill 
youth.’

Some months before hs 
shot and killed Sent. Ken- 
nfdy, Sirhan wrote:

"I advocate ths over-

. . , I am poor1."
This was in two pagss- 

labeled ’high innamma- 
tory and pre:u to the 
defense" y
which were 
sviiden.ee. X-

rrsd from



\ Srh^side and defense ' 
attorneys pushed him 

; down in hits scat as Comp­
' ton went out;. Minutes 
after the angry shout, 
Sirhan was smiling again 
and whspering with his 

• attorneys. •
The defense has admit­

ted all along that Sirhan 
.hilled Sen;. Kennedy, but 
mtintains that he did so in 
an obsessive frame of 
mind. ■ ■

It -was not clear when 
Sirhan wrote most of the 
material contained in the 
8J//2by-H-inch notebook.

The embatted two pages 
■ read: "

, 'Equality before and 
AFTER the law. '
’I advocate the over­

throw of the current pres­
ident of the —uUnHdi 
States of America. I have 
no absolute plans yU—but 
soon will compose some 
.., I am poor. Ths coun- 
trys propaganda (sic) says 
that she is the best coun- 

4 try in the world—I have 
* not experienced this yd— 
, the U.S. says that life in 
’ Russia is bad — WHY — 
' Supposedly, no average 
‘ American has ever lived 
in a Slavic society so how 
can he tell if.it is good or 
bad-dint his gov't put­
ting words in his mouth.
( More of Wriihigs
'Anyway-I believe that 

. the U.S. is ready to start 
‘decHnnng, not that it 
.hasen't (sic) — it began in 

. Nov. 23/63, but it should 
j decline at a faster rate so 
. that the real utopia will 
’ not be to (sic) far Tom 
t being realised during Une 
j' early '70s in this country. 
; _ ’I -firmly support the 
communfet cause and its 

, people-wetter (sic) Ru’- 
Sltn, Chinese, Albanann, 
Hungarian or whoever.

'Workcss of the world 
1 unite, you have nothing to 
loose (sic) but your 
CHAINS and .a world to 
win. •»

'Workess of the world 
unite, you have nothing to 

fosse but your chains and 
a world to win-
_ 'Worker-s of the world 
unCyouhave nothing to

loose but your chains? . ’ 
. The rest of thepage 
trails away in scribWe; in 
English and Arabica-In­cluding his nickname, 
'Sol.' "

Elsewhere, Sirhan wrote 
variairnns on 'RFK must 
die, RFK must be killed* 
across one entire page. At 
the top, Siihian wrote >'the ' 
date May .18, 9:45 a.m.''es, 
and tire.note, ’My do­
mination to eliminate 
RFK is becoming morethe 
more (sic) of an unshaka­
ble obsession.* • V '
. - Further‘on he wrote: 
'Robert F. Kennedy must 
be assassinated assassinat­
ed assassinaeed assassfiaat- 
cd ,

Opinion Supported^ (
On two other pages.. 

Strlltln neatly ihsicxl1edl 
what appear to be quota­
tions from another source 
that evidently supposed 
his own dour assessment 
of U.S. life. That section 
ends with Sirhan’s own 
summary; in characteristi­
cally messy wriin^-s “ .

'Well, ,-my solution to 
this type of government, 
that is to do away withuts 
leaders and declare an­
archy the best form* of 
govt -' or no gov’t A. . 
■The president elect is your 
best friend until he gets, in - 
power. Then he sucks 

- every drop of blood out of 
you—and if he doesn't like 
you—ycu'ie etae.' <

On another page, Sir-lain 
also wrote that 'Ambassa­
dor Goldberg must-be 
assasslitatdd' —• referring 
to former U.N. Ambassa­
dor Arthur Goldberg:. c

In a mthiee$to-iike para­
graph, similtr to several 
other portions of the diary 
later to be cited by‘the 
defejsse as indicative of his 
obsession!, Sirhan wrote:

'The so-called president 
of the Uhitte States’of 

-America must be advised 
of their •pim’shmmssfor 
their reasonable crimes 
against the (sic) state 
more over we believe that 

. the glorious United Stete’ 
of America will eventually 
be felled by a blow of an 
assassin's lullet—b—bub 
lets buHe’s assass'rA/b'ul- 
let.. .’ -j ;MMWMMMMMvMWMMwMK w * '* *** - - * *



’ ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE-Evvdope With bond­
scribbling that was found in a trash ccn ot home 

• OfSTrhOn Sirhan after Robert F. Kennedy's death.
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—1*. Cpoper forecast that if Sirhan 
' 4 nsiisted on the pJcO’—change, 

.;Judge Walker would not act 
’’(.without lengthy consulate with 
ithe young Jordanian defendant.

By JOHN D
«i!r^w-ixamloeicr Staff Writer

. Sirhan Bishor-o Sir-han’s emotional state has taken 
cenkf stage in his murder trial and his .Uwyers doubt 
ther ability to control him when diaries; - in which 
he expressed his desire to kill Scn. Robert Kennedy—

A psychatrrtc examal<ti,ion 
would also probably be ordered, 

. Cooper said., - ' •
The defense lawyer disclosed 

that Judge Walker already has 
rejected o prosecution .sugges- 

i tion, voiced first by Compton 
. and later by Dist. Atty. EveRe 
J. Younger that Sirhan be all­
lowed to plead guilty and be

(Indicate page, none of 
newspaper, city and state.)

arc read to his jury.
Sirhon tned twice yesterday'hove people think rmgetting 

,to plead guilty and holt his tnoTfOiTtnOl." ~ —
a

rather than allow the jury to 
learn the contents of three di; 
ortes he kept prior to June/, 
1968, when he odmtttdUy ot 
the New York seaatoi'.

Both his otterneeys and Judge 
1 Herbert, V. Walker, Xho pre- 
( sides over the triol/refissed to  permit thie chaag2!i2f.p|eoi..but 
i Chief Defense Counsel Grant B. 
1 Cooper said later that there is 
' no certainty SWan-will not try 
• the same toctie againi. .
\ Fnts.i.ratdcI in his change of

pica maneuver, Sirhan crupted 
in the courtroom, foremg a halt 
to his trial while counsel and 
family treed to calm him. |

Emerging from a hrJd-ng c^ 
.where he had reasoned with hi 

client for more' than an hour", 
. Cooper 'slid Sirhan' was “rel-

otively calm."

Expiating that remark,, 
Cooper said, "SirJoan feels his

sentenced to an automatic life
term. , ■ •

Thio defense turned down an 
offer that the young Arab plead

A-l Herold--Examiner 
Los Angeles, Call/.

coaStltUtirnnai rights were v-- guilty to hrst-d^ree rn^der
■ “ - ■ ■ and throw hirnseff on the mercydated in taking these -To 

uments of his (the darees) and 
offeriog them in evidence.” ' After Sirhon’s first courtroom

He soid that in on jn-chiom-outburst, the trial proceeded 
bexs coafcreace Sirhon, "blew Jarmolly. But Cooper osked for 
up tie same as he dd ^’^ recess ond then adjournment
(I-s ' ’
“He said he wanted to talk to । _ . ■

the Judge. J ,
“He told Judge Walker, in 

effect, that he didn’t think he 
was right in admitting the di­
aries into evidence. He, said he 
didn’t think-he was getting a 
fair trill.". ’

Later in the crofcrcnc•e, oc. 
cording to Crrper, Sirhoin told

' Walker-, “I want your hoo.rr to 
toise my plea of guilty.”
“W W^r^Jim"'^^ 

calm him.

of the jury. Cooper reaffirm^.

That came os'Dep. DSt Atty.
David NfEhs sought to begin 
reading to the jury the diaries’ 
contents. - .

Sirhan rose to his feet caiinag,
‘‘Forgive n

In an n 
liom Conroy 
room seas

>ur honor ...” 
, - Inspector 'Wil-' 
charge or couirtp .' 
" forced ‘ han;

into'his seat. Crorrx/Crrper
and ChiefDeta
Mienael McC

, . continued Cooper, "Mr. Sir-han.
ButjheJe1^311 tiiol kwyeriyou are represented by three 

’ wa^ counsel wHh your best
Cooper said he and his assoc:-.

otes, Emile Zola Beman and 
Russell E. Poi:■sons, would wiU-. 
draw, from the case befor-e 
permitting Sirhan to .plead gui- 
ty- .
“Ke doesn’t‘know what the 

hell he’s doing,” Cooper said.
Chief Deputy Dist. Atty. Lynn; 

D. Compton disclosed that Sir-; 
has had told Judge Walker: "rt

“jd.ra’‘;er plead guilty and 
die in the gas chamber' than

interest at heart . _. . listen to
their advice;.’

estigator
■n. huddled 
seeking to

Sirhan was removed from the 
courtroom and his three low-
vers ■pined him in an ante-heir advice*. < —    .........

ff chamber. In a few w^i^1tey 
. Cooper explored .tMeun f sent ^r hs mother, Ms. Mary) 

Urban. She emerged *some 10 •Sirhan persists. Judge Walker is 
not bound to accept his pica.

If he persists. Cooper avowed,,1 
‘‘first be has to discharge us.. 
Neither J, nor Zook (Emdei 
Zola) Berman, nor Ross (Rus-1 
sel E..) Parsons would consent 
to such - thing." -------^ (

Dote: 2Z2’6//£>9
Editto-n: Night, Finol
Author: John Douglas
Editor: Donsld Gordenow
Tine: Kensalt
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Walker’s permission.,. Cooper 
sought unsuccessfully to get 
Walker to forbid their publica­
tion.

In the so-called inflammatory 
passages, Sirhan wrote?:

"I advocate the overthrow of 
the current president of the 
(obscenity) United Statre of 
America. . .

"I firmly support the Commu­
nist cause and its peopp<e- 
whether .Russian, Chineee, Al­
banian, Hungarian or whatever 
—Workers of the World Uniee.

This passage is signed “Sol 
Cord” and .braJe an Arabic

m^UireS^atrr, tears streaming 
down her face?. •—

The defense ‘lawyers and the 

prosecutors then conferred In 
chambers with Judge Walker, 
arraying for a halt .in the days 
proceedings.

When Siriian was brought 
back to court for Wwnment 
proceedings, his face was 
mar-Iced with tears. .
'He was returned to the ante­

chamber. He waited there until

inscription.

joined by his mother and'broth­
er, Munir. .After 30 minufes they 
left, and Cooper said his clirrt 
was “relatively calm.” ' .„s,rr...... ,

None of''Sirhan’$ behavior,' .In addiHon to1 the > diarees,' 
short of a change of plea, pre-notes Sirhan made on two mo­
vent the jury leaning of his^•rlopcs will be read to.tie.jury 
diaries’ contents. Judge Walkerthss monug;. ,. , 
has admitted most of them in! .One, recovered from a gar- 
evidence and the readnig of page can behind .his home by 
them to the eight men and four*Pasaden?.,po‘ke reads: 
women jurors and their six al-| “RFK must be disposed of 
trmaees is today’s first order ofd d d . . . disposed . . . dis- 
busnrees. . 'posed ... disposed d of.. .dis-

Only two pages Web the'posed. ' ’ ‘
judge found “inflammatory”; “Dispoeed of properly - - - 
will be kept from the jury.?Robert Fitzgerald (sic) Ken-
Compton released these pre-ieldy must soon die die die die 
said wae,1lhr “public and ra-_dte die die die die die.” 
tionai’’, „ interest, with JUdgrf^'he second rnVrlopr notation 

etatci;. “RFH must be disposed 
of like his brother was . .. re­
actionary.”

Sirhan prefaced a diary en-

“‘My determinaUm to 
, rliminate R.F.K. is becoming 
more the moire of an unshakable 
obsession.” t

He cortinurd: ’ p
• “Port wire... Port wme...

. port wine ... • '
“R.F.K. must dir-R.F,K. 

must be killed, R.F.K. must be 
rseaeeirrtrd, R.F.K. must be 
reereSinrted.. .R.F.K. must be

. a£erseJratl d must be
rSereenrtrd . . .
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

j with me to this date. He 
■ h’s made no recommenda- 

' tfons. I don't anticipates 
tem Im -will,’ Younger 
said.

, . , The Tb’mw first retreated
BY RON EINSTOSS , on Feb. 12 the existence of

’ TtowjStaflwrB*  ̂ , ' .——.an agreement whereby
A report that the State Walker for his ’consent,’ STh laIthafdHffiieI^ £ 

'DepareUnt ’specifi«ywrote T. ' l^gWli^^
approved? an agreement Contacted in Lima, Peru, Xwcck ht^ TnATsioS.
bywhici irhan Bishara, v,hmre hc is on ,temporary—Aw-n^^
Shhan oud change his^asslgament. .Manktewccz | r^o^ that th® deal feJl 
plea toZuilty in exchange said that he and Braden i through only because 

-fw-rn^entonee of .lffe in stand by their column. | Judge walker hadTcusred
pr’sf*^ was described Wed­

. nesday as "inaccurate" by
Said -Mankiewicz, "We ^ZrXrZT^7T'""8 

obtain®! the. facts that ?.e ,h 3 required con*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

£25 Los Angeles Timer 
Los Angeles, Cc’-l-f. .

Disk Atty/Evelle J. Yourb' went into the column from .s^nEto^h^ penalty stipula-
an ualnpsa^chabie source ton.ger. . ' ------ ,............................In a syndicated column in Los Angles. Mforwver, 

appearing in.many news­
papers, Frank Mankewccz 
and Trim Orason said

— .eos.JAngr e-s- Moreover* > 
we double-checked them

Younge?;. artei, /advising..
Sec 
Rog 
stat

etary of State William 
ers t.hat he was con­
ing such an arrange-

with a .high official in 
Secretary Rogers' office in 

• the State Department."
In a statement issued 

Wednesday, 'Younger said 
Rogers never discussed 
the case with him and that 
the (Rogers) did not ap-

mert, was informed that
the 
acce

1 preposed deal’ was
ptable. - "

According to the colum- .
--^cc^^lig:" - • crwse comment upon any
msts, the State lepaB?-' phase of the Sirhan case." 
menri-’,,aso matter of U.S. ; ’Younger noted,. Jhai-on 
foreign poW’-felt that j FebfTl he disclosed that 

.if a triarwere avoided "it ’ ‘ ■

' prove, disapprove or oth-

could only hav-e a benefici­
al effect as far as the fierce 
and violent Middle East 
passions were concerned." 

.-•, Mankiewicz and Braden 
reported that Younger 
even went to Washington 
"for some foreign policy 
advice and got it’ after the 
offer- by Sirhan to plead 
guilty with a guarantee of 
Ife imprisonment. -­

It was only after he was 
’am®! with Rogers' ap­
proval" that Younger "ap­
proved the bargain’ and 
with Sirhan’s attorneys
submitted the matter to
Supejror Judge Herbert'V. j

he had offered "appropri-' 
ate (governmen)) officials’ 
the opportunity to make ■ 
any comments concerning 
the dispositten of the case 
and that they "declined 
and made no comment or 
irecf>mmendatOet.’

"This statement was 
true at the time. It Is still 
tneO; Mi1. Rogers, has^not 

'■dscussedi the Sirhan ~ca.se

Da‘e= 2/27/69 1
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Abhors Ron ETastfss 
Edl'fi! Nick B. WlHns
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BY DAVE SMITH
, ’Times Staff Writer

(Mount Clpping in Space BeJow) __

.-t^Judge, the prottec.vt^on_^ Sirlau^^^lerrent
and even his own deklise Sirhan a note in Arabic, 
coitrel withThe impluAve which read, ’Pease be 

1 decision to change his Mea goM,"' '
X of inmxemcer to on/ oi A transcript released 
| guilty of firttoeegee/nul^Wedntrday of an in-cham- 
t der. , / beta session Tuesday

His attorneys caimedi morning confirmod that 
him at that point. only to Sirhan wamM to change 

' have to calm him down aft-his pen from innocent to
1 or a outburst in court la- guilty, and that he'd ncar- 

' ' ' blowup .Mondayter in the .morning, when Jv M0 
Sidun's wriimgs were dis- af . „ .
cussed. A second public cul.o« began its lengthy 
outburst that .aftetrrotn in‘roducllrn of his con- 
caused an early adjourn- trove-isial notebooks. It 
ment and •comttnudl paci-saidln part: -
.fication efforts by defense "Your honor:, if these 
Monneys.

Throughout court 
proceedings Wednesday, 

. - . Onhan appeared angry in
Superior Judge Herbert, V. Walker:. conversation with hits de- 

1—If Sirhan .should lose or fire his , fense team, and for Jong 
thee-motu defense team and then’periods sat in suUen 
undertake ’hiss own deenser, the r“-*— A------ '------------

Oirhan Bjshara Sir-ham, uneasy 
about his defense strategy and 
unruly at his murder trial this week, 
is "going to have to calm down or 
get another lawyer," one of his 

. dofenee atterneya warned! him Wed. 
neday.

Two other warn-ungs, came from

jurist sad There is one thing I 
have always told all (defendant 
acting as their own counsel): when 
they are being treed for murder in a 
case before me they usually go to 
the gas chamber."1 '

2—If Oirhan doesn't, control hs 
courtroom outtwsssr, he will be 
physically restrained-pehaiis by 
being strapped in his chair during 
court session,.

alcnroon when the prcse-
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-1
Los

notebooks are allowed in 
evjdence.1 will change my 
plea to guilty as charged., 

"I will do so sir, not so
much that I wrant -to be

silence?. Cooper told news-
men. "we're trving to con- after convicting me turn- 
trol him," but he appeared Ing around and tel!ing the 
obviously uncertain how world: Well, I put that 
firm the contro!s were or fellow in the gas chamber. 
.how Jong they would last, but I first gave him a fair 

Jast as court was con- trial, when you in fact, 
vening WeolnlrOay» even sir. will not have done so. 
before Judge Walker was ’The evidence, sir, that 
seatcd, Sirhan sSio/ed his was taken from my home . 
displeasure at vo doc- was ihegally obtained, was 
uments hande him by stolen by the district attor- ’ 

These developments came to light defense imrc^igator MiLtlyg«,people• Theyh^^ .
Wednesday as the prrs:euutfonA.fV.c"CoT , , Stlechwwl'^V...dd{trt
wound up its cose against Sirhan Shaklng^«t head negs-gi'e wem any ponn.^non,

r ' muttering, Sir- sir, to do what they did to
:rabbed a pen' and my home, .. .uau..: ,i------ 1) «My brother .Ade

wound up its case against Sirhan 
and opened the way Friday—after .a
recess today—for the defense effort 
to prove that the admUm slayer of 
Robert F. Kennedy is not guilty, by 
reason of dim'inlhhdd mental capaci-

tively a

ty.
The defense team would not

discuss its opening tactics. .Attorney 
.Grant Cooper, who earlier warned 
Shhaft about calming down, said 
we have some problems,* but 

would not amplify..
The problems were reliably re­

ported, however, to involve Sidun's 
,Tame of mind about the conduct of 
his dete^sc.

han gluuve-M a pen «n° 
quickly slashed through ,
several paragraphs of one no permlrriotn to , _ 
document described as a’them permission to enter 
1st of prapectvve defense my own room and take 
wttiics^ what they took from my

He also shook his head home, from my own

Los Angeles Times 
Angeles, Calif.

Ja^Hrboeod into 'that gas 
chamber, sir, but to. deny 
you'the pleasure, sir, of 
after convicting me turn-

Edltton 
Author: 
Editor: 
Title:

dive

.In scer-ung disagreement ro»mr.
as he read a list of legal It was expected,hrowev- 
pomta yet to be intooduedd er. that barring continued! 
by the defense. These difficulty with their mer- 
were behoved! to relate to curial client, the defense 
aHeged chndhadi trauma, would call Oirhan hiimseff,
a lively foundaimn of the Ms mother, Mary, and 
rife-nse? contenUon that brothess Munir and Adel 

...Culy Tuesday mmntag. before Sirbains capacity; to ?«> eaVfc ^je*^^ 
the trial resumed, Oirhan surprised T10/80 •e™. KetnteOys 

p death was dilutn^seod.

2/27/69 ■
Home
Dave Smith
Nick B. Wiliams
Kentsat

Chara veers
or

Classfilcatltn: 56-156
Svbmitu.gg office: Los Angele
Q Being ItverUg[ateO

SEARCHED.

FBI — LOSAN



~^The„Jwsecution case; 
thougH^rtualtycompiete, 
.was not formally rested 
Wednesday.

Dep. DisKAiyys. John E.
■ Howadl and David N.

-Fitts and Chief Dep. Dist 
.Atty. Lynn D. Compton 
'said -they must -organize,
piosecutoon exhibits; and 
fintsh

JystL
_ Astimony from one 

wimes $ handwriting' ana­
lyst L urence Sloan, w ho is

town until Monday.
/ case can, however,1 
unity rested Friday 
he stipulation that 
ense case may be 

,.interrupted Monday to fi- 
nsh Sloan's testimony.

.. • Transcript of-another in-

' out oi 
. The 

be fm 
with 

,the d

ehambers 'session Tuesday 
' afternoon revealed that 

counsel for both sides de­
bated with Judge 'Walker 
whether Sirhans outbursts 
might have been, in Comp­
tons words, "malingering 
or putting on some kind of 
an act."

Cooper assured Judge 
' Walker and Compton that S^-ju®**.  ̂
.StrhaOjttS behavior was not fraokll bewnuerod at 
an act and that borde^t?^ read, in Jhe 
• - sometime dtsJorneed,

. sometimes tepctitiuu$ nar­
rative.

feme .counsel and Siriom’s 
, family had tried to curb 
his explosive behavior.

They debated whether 
to call in a psychiatrist to 
examfoe Sirhan Tuesday 
afternoon, but decided 
against it when all agreed 
there was no evidence that 
Sirim's outbuss’s indicat­
ed he didn’t understand 
the nature and import of 
the courtroom procccd- 

. ings, ’
Oddly', Sirhan was com­

posed and quiet Wcdnes-’ 
day during .the one. thing 
he was most alarmed 
about -Tuesday — jurors' 
examination of the note- uninformath # was ’ "ek­
, . ., - tremety poK .o Under thebook evidence. _■ '-e ‘ - i-

The jurors ^ppSSrtll“r^ct- we ,had 4
■— - - - ppa very p^eataott relation; 

ship/ '*deeply absorbed as they 
read the chaotic scrb>-
blings 'of Sirhan’s political 
views, mixed with uoiotcl- 
JigibJe phrases and the 
repeated statement that 
he would .kill Sen. Kenne­
dy. •

Howaiddrevt from Police  
Lt.'William C| Jordan the 
detulpi>on of Shan after 
his arrest on I June 3 as.  "extremely ir/eliigent. He" 
speaks very Zvell. He de- 1 
nHany fot/lal.,education I

but speaks if if he were 
welkduattaL He was cm- 
phatic on certain poin’s 
and showed an inquiring 
mind. •

'In 15 year (of Jordan's 
police work/ Id have to 
say he Is one of the most 
alert, Intelligent people' 
'I'v.e ever it.,monale', or 
attemper to interrogate."

Jordan teh’fScd, howev- 
cr, that Str-ani revealed 
almost nothing in. the in- 
tcrionation, not even his 
.name.

But he atd' 'tied to Coo-, 
per that ,S '-ban, white

"You talked.about things 
unrthied to this case?" 
Cooper askexi..

"We specifically avoided 
discussing this case," said 
Jordan.

"But in your talk, you 
laughed, and de laughed?"
asked Cooper 

’Yess, sir," .id Jordan.
Jordan said it was his 

opinion 'tha* Siriwn was 
not at that time under the 
inlhem of - ther alcohol 
or dugs, and thus".he 
,admoin’seeedl no test for 
d^rnkonnsss. “—-*- ’
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A-1 Heraid-EXtemintr
-Los Angeles, Clif.

By JOHN DOUGLAS , 
HtraW-m«nter staff Writer

Srhan Bisharra Suborn likely 
will be the Itad-off witness 
when the defense opens its case 
at his murder trial Friday, ac- 
cordmg to Grant B. Cooper, 
chief defense counsel for the 
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy. '

Cooper-' iwaed the pottntail 
detente strategy shortly, after 
the prosecuton completed pres­
entation of its case yesterday.

Tiie defense lawyer, who had 
lunched with Sirhan in his jail 
cell. was, clearly woned! about 
the 'turnthe case has taken. '“

case.

। FUnder exanwtjoh by .chief 
Dtp. Dist. Atty. LynnD. Comp­
ton, Dr. Noguchi described ttej 
autopsy performed on Kennedy; 
shortly after .his death, 1:41 
a.m, July 6,FGS. j

A bullet fired at one-inch muz-' 
. zle range, wcb-ch pierced Kenne­
dy’’ skull and brain was the 
cause, of death, the Coroner,

etense'
„_Superior Judge Herbert |V, 
Walker, presidnng over the trail, 
ordered a one-day break in the 
proceedings today, following the 
prostcutonn’ completion of its 
presentaHoa of evidence. How­
ever, the prosecution will not 
formally “rest" until court 
opens tomorrow.

Cooper refused to explain, 
but said several times, “I have 
problems ... with my/llent.”

Los Angeles Coun Coroner 
Dr. Thomas T. Nog^hj was the 
mai prosecution v/nfss. It was 

said.!! '
1 - A j second bullel, remove!
;from the fleshy part of the Sena- 
.tor’ neck, near the vertebrae, 
would not have caused death,

' Dr. -Noguchi said.
: Noguchis testinway was cut 

short by Judge Walker, who 
acceded to Cooper’s request 
that some of the “gory detail” 
be omitted. He agreed with the 
detente lawyer that a detailed 
account of the post mortem ‘i 
not necessary”

Dr. V. Fausten Bazilar/Kas, 
who attended Kennedy 
tisl Rtceiving Hosp where’
he was taken imnedtalteJy fol­
lowing the shooting in the pan­
try off the Ambassador Hotel’',

Cen-

one of his last official acts. He v-.has resigned apthe dtSandnSmbassy Room, Prt£edtdDr. 
.County AdmlistraUve Officcrogucha on ^ stand' •
L. S. Holii^/tr - _
would lea his ’post following 
his testimony in the Sirhan
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Edition: Latest News ‘ '
Author: John D^yfrlas
Editor: Donald Goodentw , 
thu: Kensset

Character:' 
or -.

ClassificaUon: 56 — 156
SubmitiingOffice: Los Angel.es, 
Q Being Investigated



V, ■» -

* He Srtd_ KtenedyWwrs “‘lift-I “I will do so, sir, not so much! While thg defense, will .begin 
ltrr“~hen’ brought into Central, thafI want to be x:atordtd te.to'putting it’ itlg■srer on the
Rtcg^ving. His breath^ and the gas chamber, rtx■, but to’^ ^w’ thg ^’e wil1 
pulrt was rostered through deny you the pleasure, str, of. return the prosecution for a 
heart massage and use of a after coevtcthg me. tureino;brief/triod Monday. 1.™ 
htartlUMg- machine, Dr. Bazi- around and ttllieg the worid: Stony district rtioretJ’r hand- 
I»s ttrtitt(d. ' “Well, I put that fellow in thie;wrg expert who ertablShgd

, He said Kennedy's condition-gas chamber but first I gavt[the>S;rhae diaries were in the 
iwas stable and hits pulse and, him a fair trial,’ when you ie[dtfeedanVs handwriting, has 
breatinng “good” when he was'fact, sir, will not have done so. .not competed his ttrtmiony. 
tIaerftrrgd to Good Samaritan. “The evidence, sir, that was It was interrupted, by dtfterg
Hospital for surgery. taken from a home (SirhreJS$
■ Dr. Bazilauskas was inter-, diaries were seized by polRe at 
rusted..by.-a detoeeJ)bjectto^htr Pasadena rgSMtnKg) was 
' wh^n he began to tell’of Mr$4illttOrUy^ai^, was ^^ 
Et'ht^Kgnee-dyis regUirh'•aS■rht Ihe d^ *^**3^ 

, stood at her husband's side in They had no rearch warrant. I 
Central Rcctivin.g's treatment 
room No. 2. ’
“I was going to inject adrena­

lin directly into the htart (with 
a syringe and needle 10 inches 
long), which is occarionaJIy a 
Be-savng maneuver. But I 
looked .into Mx's. Kteegdy'$ 
eygrr rhg.Wrs standing just two 
feet away, and I don’t think she 
could have taken it.” 

■ Cooper objected and the phy- 
r!cianss remnlr$cences. went no 
further'. - * 1

Despite. Cooper’s firrbOdIings, 
Sirhan >xemaeted calm, but 
iees^ throughout yertter■day's 
rtrsto;n. .

His lawyers spent more than 
an hour with him before court 
opened, calmtag him before his 
diaries were read to ttg jury of 
eight men and four women. 
During the 34 minutes the jury 
studied the dirrits,, in which 
Sirhan wrote of his “o'brersioe” 
to slay Kennedy, the wiry Arab 
kept up a runmng conversation 
with one of his attonfeys, Rrr-

did not give them any permis­
sion, Sir, to do what they did to
my home.” ,

It was interrupted, by defense
prosecution agreement, to per­
mit Stone to attend a meeting in 
the East It will be completed 
Monday. .

Cooper said he expects to call 
30 witre$str and take about 
three weeks to present his case. 
Lengthy prosecutto cross ex-
amination corid extend this grti-r

• While Cooper refused to sayjmate, he conceded. , ’ 
so, there is every indication that} Sirhan will testify, as will his 
Sirhan is again insisting on tak•;Jmother,.Mr$. 'Mary Sirhan, and
ing an active part in plowing’.brother, Munir, 21. Cooper dis- 
defense strategy. ’ Mosed he is also stgkieg to

Cooper has said that he and'locate another Sirhan brother, 
his rrrociater are “not going to [Adel, 30, now believed in Wash- 
let the client run the cast.” But ingten state.
he has admitted he doubts his It is expected that the deftnsg

. win can at least six psycholo-
Sirhan’s petulance in tee gists and prychiaxritrs in its 

courtroom for the past two dayslattempt to show Sir-han acted 
coetrasttd markedly with an under diminstgd mental crpac-

ability to control Strhan.

gvrlrattto of him given, by a 
police officer who testifed yes­
terday.

Lt. William C. Jordan de 
scribed Sirhan as “extremely 
polite.”

“In 15 years as a poJtonaW”” 
Lt. Jordan said, “he is one of 
the most alert and intelligent 
people I ever interoogated or 
attempted to initxroortg”

Telling of qugrtioe:t^ng Sirhan

under diminstgd mental capac- 
■ tty in the shooting. That panel! 
will be led by Dr. Bernard'

(o]W<hts arrest atihe Am­
bassador, Jo^an said^T,Unitr

sel E. Parsons, but did not; J ■ - -
. Interrupt court proceedings, as-the circu»strelgr,, we had a 

he had Tuesday. - : very pleasant rerationship.” -
A transcript of a potto of a 

Tuesday in-chambers exchange 
between Sirhan and Walker re­
vealed the rdmttgd assassin 
had .this to say about changing

. Only mar to the relatonnship, 
Jordan testfiiei, was suspicion 
on Strhan's part of water and
coffee offered him during inter­
rogation. The lfeuttnrant said

htr pea to guilty rather than let Sirhan made him taste each cup 
jhe'dam go to the jury: •‘fhim. ।

* , Jordan said he asked Sirhan,
“Do you think we’re trying to

Diamond, eat01trl^y.rtledd fo­
rensic psychiatrist, who has 
worked with Sirhan for the past 
several months. Results of tests 
on the defendant performed 
while he was under hypnosis 
will be introoduedl. ;

The prosecutto' took nne 
days to present its case. It 
called 56 witnesses of SO it had 
ready, and gave the jury 80 
exWs. Three more gxhiibtts 
were prepared, but not rdmtttdd 
into wdrare - indtudnag a 
passage from the Srhan dia­
ries ruled by Judge Walker.to 
bg too “inlasmatory” for the 
jurors’gyer. . '

Compton said yesterday he 
would testrt into the record, 
although not seek to present to 
the jury, rugmtert$ taken from 

1200 other peripheral witnesses
poison jouf S-an did> rfs'^0in hir ^^3 

a■nsw■er- * “I'd'o don’t want rnJoeg to think
wo are hiding rnJthieo,” be 
explained. . ------- -̂
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)
^T^51ett^s■T7o’SIbis^^ exp^?!atiMe-Jhe^
” Sirhan will be the first witness mystery-of Sirhan Sirhfini fora 

* juty thaVfcdudes an engineer-

1 We is a. possibility that

. in the deteisee case, but his
? 'mercurial emotions .may pre-

1 
i

I

i 
,1 
4
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.?, ivent this.. Cooper has half- 
« warmed him that if he persists 
»■ in emotional courtroom out-

■ ; By JOHN DOUGLAS r 
: ' • Hstnd-■E:xatnittl, Start Writer „>

' Attorneys for Sirhan Bishiara 
Sirhaar; teed killer of Sen. 
Robert F/Kennedy, epenhis 

bursts he may have'to "‘get 
another lawyer.” '1 (

Judge Walker said Sirhan’s 
outbursts could lead to Sirhan 
being physical restrained in 
the armor-paaeed, eighth-floor 
Hall of Justice courtroom where 
his trial takes pla.ee under 
heavy guard. ‘s

Should Sirhan not testify to­
day, his mother, 56-yearbld 
Mrs. Mary Sirhan, probably will 
take the stand in her son’s
defense. The defense^'hopes her 
’ testimony, and that ^Ltheje:dt-ttuste/iday’hoi^ afteTthe testimony!* and mai ^Lwoe; 

ptessCt•enrof-iCially "rests” its ^eaeants bt■e-sr Munrr aIs>w5, 
• • . - he-acted undtr,dtoiio’hlted.mt«^

hiefDep. Dstt. Atty. Lynn D. tarcapacHy. V J ."v.'r^
case

Compton wll pronounce the 
rote phrase, "The prosecution 
rests,” early in the session 
Then it will be Grant Cooper’s 
turn as chief defense counsel. ' 
• Cooper and his associatesr-

Cooper and his associates 'con­
cede' they have no chance of. 

1 whnUng a c tfulttal -or .their 
client..They seek's induce the 
jury to spar-el hi’If^e,'hoping to

ing PhD; a computt^:program; 
mer and a mathematician.'

Also tired up‘for Sirhan’s de­
fense is a team'f six psychja- 
trsts and -psych/ogst’s, tod by 
[Dr.1BeInl^rel 3md, natiena!• 
ly famed yMe^ist. They have 
tested/Sirhan fr ^several 
months 'and have. examined /m 
under- hypnosis..

Purpose of the hypnosis-wa’ 
to recreate as nearly as/ossible 
the trance' which /Berman 
claims Sirhan was under when 
be shot'Kennedy. . , ,
‘ Should the jury believe Sirhan 
and his legal psychatissss/pre- 
sumably it-would not condemn 
him to die. . ^ = '
• There is another possibility. If 
during the trial Sirhan’s mental 

1 stats , sheule. dtterionats, "the 
• trial could be ..halted .and he 

could be sent to a mentaijnsJj,' 
• tution until he recoverSCT

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Los
Herald-Examiner 
Angeles, Cai:-.

prove that his mental state was 
such that he could not have heldEaiiee Zola Berman and Russell —------- ,----------------- ■

E. Parsons, spent most of yes- within hs heart and mind, the 
tsrenly huddied behind ciestd■ “malic*" ■nscessary—rr'first- 
doors in Cooper's office pan- etgrse. murder. - _ _
ning laistrnnutte strategy. ‘

While they were Meetings, in- jury, Berman said that Sirhan 
v■estignte for Cooper’’ staff ,was "in a trance and intoxicat- 
circulIaeel dsfsnse subpoenss in te”~ when he shot Kennedy. 
- - - There has been speculator that

Sirhan will testify that he was 
in-a blackoutt when'the shooting

_ In his opening remaps to the

Date: 2/28/69
the Los Angeles area. ,

Cooper has said that he will 
can 30 witnesses in all. , t
- Sirhan’s trial was not in ses­

sion yesterday. Judge Walker 
gave the attorneys one day , to

took place in a pantry’off the 
Ambassador Hotels' Embassy 
Ballroom'‘early the-'morning of 
June 5,-1963. ' 'k ' ' p

However, so-called blackout iscomplete their preparattoss. „ows.tt„ se-cnilte vac^ w
They had sought an adjourn-’ almost a cliche in murder de-- 
mt wtd Monday, but the ju-1 censes, and it is- probate that 
rist told them it was "out erthtWtnss•Wlil^ seek a .more’ 
reason”, to expect the jury,'- ' - - ■ •
which is locked up in the Bilt- 
mereHotSil» te■te^aIto, fate that' 
long:: * < . . .
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

lawyers Ask-“could not, Walker snappedr’‘i

find you in<ompetent.”
Cooper explained the outburst 

was triggered by testimony

©

By JOHN DOUGLAS .
and , ' 

MYRNA OLIVER
‘ He<■oWEixa.•»iner Staff Writer 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s ‘de-

fensc team huddled with

- ’bowing Sirhan’s poor school 
। grades. 'D HO U^^ • 'Hie doesn’t like to be de­li U !UCt|: meoned . . .,” he said. “He|

--------^—• $ doesn’t consider himself to be of
f The grades ond ted evaluO etm■n:ahhed capocity.” 

tons pr!tto;lyed the 24-year-old chief Deputy Dist. Atty.. Lynn 
Jordan'an immigrant os on ov-: d. Compton said he was not 
croge student of totted poten- sussed by the ru^butast. ”It 
lio':.............................................. I fits o perfect potto. He’s got o

Sirhoni attempto! to !tth and, tremendous ego.” ‘
speak and shoved bock into' Fouowingthe outburst Walker 
his choir/y Inspector William recessed court to allow Cooper

(Indicate poge, name of 
newspaper, city ond state.)

the
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy in his Holl of Jus- . . ( .„,„
tice iarlatrnnt cell today in on Conroy,/ charge of com-trcwnVand his associates to confer
attempt to reconcile the young1 ”" '

A-3 Herold-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Ca'lf.

Arab to their view of the de­
fense. . ‘

The conference was hastily 
arranged yesterday at the end 
of an emotion packed court ses­
sion in which:

C Sirhan tried to fire his 
lawyers, plead guilty and seek a 
death sentience. -

o The otteys - Grant B. 
Cooper, Ernie ZoIo Berman and! 
Russell E. p^ataois-atltt«PtSedJ

,and his ossrcto^sa to crnut;!t 
I with Sirhan. They were jonedl’ 

per 'sked th't the jury be.in the meethg, held in a holdig 
token out of the courtroom ond,^ off the ormor-paated, eighth 
Sirhan be .given rm’ssion to-foor Hall of Justice crurtorom,
speok. .', by the defsndal,nt’s brother. Mu-
“I withdrarmy original piea-oic, 21. ,

of not say I am Enjergnng from tie brleing
(o|l countt, J request ceil Crrper demanded that the

secur

guilty
counset to msassocaaee them- jury not be receded, but that he 
selves with me. . , i be given permission to address

"I will ask to be executed!”, theico'ur^- .
In clipped drum-fiee phrases . R^ weakly to hs feet he 

the young Arab spewed out this!faced Judge W'Rer 'W’’ the 
confess’on1 - | well of the court and said:

"I killed Robert Kennedy, wfij^ 2^'2!
fully, premedtaatd:!ly and with CrUnaS\h0VhoCrnfle^
20 years of malice afore-c??.’ Hah's^used us tefi- 
thJw” . nitely, positively, unequivocally
o-u " T / 'w I that he dees not wish us to 

1 To^by Judge 5ate continue as his counsel,
neverthekss, the tr;ial must gOj "jo^ of us has any desire to 

1 fowft ’oJ^UhVv^"^ continue reprtsentiug a client 
i couid be.^’e’en^’ SLrh?n.. “*• who does not desire our sent- 

_ . .siste^’„ 1 wlbdroaw aU hvt•|i>cts■. .We have pre-0!red what
potent;” either to change his! ^ce. a He feel, based on the facts ofl
plea or plot his own defense^—iiwge W0!^, then assum1^ the Jaw. o legal defense of dt- 

The drama-packed ofto^'iJ*”0® ^^ s-™minished responsbilHy '
began with on outburst: by Sijr'msClff’ '’k/ Sphon to define There is a very vioeent differ-i 
■g ,hc ele'me'ts^of-4^eetcro-^p^^ rh-fre

^nwer. When the defendmit defenses should be conducted.?.

at Sirhon’s demand, to with­
draw from the case. '•

O Judge Herbert V. Walker, 
presiding over the trials react­
ed both pleas and warned Str­ 
han that if he continued his
courtroom outbursts, he would 
be physcaDy res/ained. , ,

• Judge Walker, in a forceful 
scolding made.it clear to Sir-han 
that he considered him “tocom-

mony of Pasadena P
han midway through the tie

Schools official John T. Harrs.’
who was reading Sian^  
school reports into the tr£l rec-, 
ord? .-c» - *

We cap not allow the defendant 
torunthelawsuit.” --——»r
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";•” ft, ■ “I know of no law that per'■ «I know of no taw that per­
I' At his request1, Sir-han Bshara char. Your tra will proceed, ^s wunsei to withdraw in the
St®ro8 trial for the murder You will retain your counsel. ~ 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was; SIRHAN — I don’t want com-

middle of a case unless there is

permitted to make a statement sei. I w^t to plead my own 
in court yesterday, in which hecdse.. - •
attempted to change his pleat JUDGE — You want to go pro 
from not guilty to guilty. ’ per (plead your own defense)?

Judge Herbert V. Walker de- SIRHAN - Yes. .
nied the request. ’ ‘ JUDGE - Wh’t

The fcloowngg is a partial text ments of murder?
of the conversation between the SIRHAN — I dent know, but

JUDGE — What are the ele-

defendant and the judge: j
. SIRHAN — I withdraw my 
original plea of not guilty and 
say I am guilty on all counts:. I 
request counsel to disassocate 
themselves with me. I will ask 
to be executed.

JUDGE — You wish to plead 
guilty to murder in the first 
dugrle?

SIRHAN - Yes.
JUDGE — What penalty will 

you ask? ‘ .
SIRHAN — I will ask to be 

executed. • ■ ' ■
JUDGE —I know of no law 

which permits a subject to

good caure. I don’t feel this 
situation is good cause. 1 
‘Hu (Sirhan) is not capable of 

representing himself.
‘I deny your mow to with­

draw.”
Cooper rejoined, ‘We are pre- 

j^red and will go forward.’’ _
The examination of Harris

— . , . wars completed witW further
JUDGE — I'll, conduct the incident and the defense then 

proceedings. W are the e^-'caUed Mirs. ”srv S^m the 
ments of defense in murder? Kennedy stayers 59year—old

SIRHAN — I don’t know. Imotter. ’ . .
JUDGE — You are incapabtel But the afternoon had taken a 

of representing yoursulf. I iind.revure-um®^<>ndLt0l.-on^^ 
you imompeta^ and c^^rwho had suvlrd^imles
keep quiet or I will take steps to Si .
have you kept quiet. I will not

JUDGE - I'll, conduct the

burst into tudrs duriig her son’s 
tantum’.. - । ,

Even under the gentle ques- 
tondiog of Parsons dssocidtud 

; with the case so Icng he is 
, iconsidered a family frleIdr, Mrs.

kept5,v « ' - J Jsirhdn could not go on.
Judge Wto ^edS^". Teeth clenched, she dtllmtlpled 

t° consult wth his ^toraeys^ answer Parsons' questions; 
and_rlcessud .thebyrt-q < ; -',. \without breatlinng own, but to

accept your plea. u
SIRHAN — H sorry-, sir, I 

will not accept your words.. .
JUDGE — I will see you are

peadLgui»yJls-^^ rnur- , hou,
dUrr■■aftuP he has plladudJai Cooper dsclosed thrt during1^ avail. ,

.(in this way). Why (n°°n recess h.e She whim perdd a few
, you ..-.I „ M ™v? Arab international lawyer, Bw- answers. and the tears carne. 
SIRHAN -I believe it is in onSa^eU'^dhd^ Munir stepped to the rail of the 

Sirhan in'1 an atfempt to con- court and 'asked Chief Delenue 
vince him of the wisdom of theI^vlstigator Michael McCowan. 
defer.ee strategy. Baron Nahas, to intere’de to end his mother's 
a former United Nations off—-ordeal.
cial, testified on Sirhan’s buhdlf .

guilty .
do you want to do this?

my best interest.
JUDGE - Why do you be­

lieve it is in your best interest?? 
' SIRHAN — That is my prero­
gative. ,

JUDGE - It is not. •'
SIRHAN - I kilted "Robert 

Kennedy wiffuHy, premeditaled- 
ly a’d ’with 20 year's of malhe
aforethought.

JUDGE — . . . Evidence 
showing that, or not, must be 
presented in your trfdl.

.SIRHAN - I withdraw all
uvidunce.

JUDGE — There is no such

at the morning court session.
Cooper said, members of Sir- 

han’s family also remonstrated 
with him. The dufunddnt’s 
brother, Munir, apparently real­
ized well in advance that his 
effect on his brother was nil!. 
During a recess he turned to 
one of the deputies guarding the 
court and said, 'with : slight 
smile, ‘I told you it would be

Judge Walker adjourned court
for tie weekend and in an unu-

today.”procedure. The court win not W^ . . . ............ .
dccupt your plea. Furthenoole, Cooper pleddud with Judge 
any-furtier interruption by you'W'a.ker: , _ . ,
in this trial will result in my . Wu dru pef^y wiling, and 
having you res-traneed. Do you in a ’ense anx°w$> to withdraw 
realize what t.hat means? It from the cd’;e and Uithet e hm 
means you will be put in a face represent hmseH or e him be 
mask so that you cannottalk. ru^>rl'uitlld by ^he^ ,coupsu1.- 

Your arms*will be strapped to’aT* Judge Wdlkur' ^’wered:

sual gesture told newsmen: .
‘I con't conceive’of a worse! 

set of circumstan<U?s under! . 
which a mother could be called 
to the stand. I-think she showed 
great courage. ...Counsel re­
quested the recess and that was 
why it was granted.” ' !

Earlier in the day a childhood 
fried of Sirhans?, Ziad Hashi- 
meh, testified! about their lives 
when both were refugee chil­
dren in the walled city of Old 
Jerusatem. -v - -‘

'Sirhain was tlrrfiud by the 
caanage of the Patestnaan war, 

1 he said. ,
1 ^Ho desorbed his friend of 
' seven years as ‘‘sensttiee and 
very honest." but painted a por­
trait, of Sirban that, made the 
defendant sce:—‘ a person of Ov­
erly prim Meas. —Trrt

be"





;. ■ Judge Rejects: Defendant's 
Demand to Enter Guilty Plea y^^y

’ BY'D'AVE SMITH
;y ■’ < .-• 1 . ■ t , j ••• Timnssti

1 Sirhain Bishara Sirhan 'exploded" 
in rage at .his murder trial Friday 
aftfemom and demanded to change 

.his pica to guilty and go to, the gas 
chamber. ‘ . , ' ,
■ In a 10-minyte tirade before Su­
perior Judge Herbert V. 'Walker he • 
discharged his counsel, said 'I will. 
plead guilty as charged on all 
fcounts" and added Twill ask to;
•’be executed.* . • • '
i * 1‘kllled Robert F.-Kennedy,'wll- 
.' fully, premedttatddly and with 20 
years of nwfCcious forethought.* , - 

1 Judge Walker reacted, the plea 
and ordered the trial to proceed, ig- 

(noring SiThan's demand that h,e be 
* permitted to act as his own counsel.
* The judge told .Sirhan 'now sit 
> down and keep quiet or I'll see to it 
that you're kept quiet."

, The judge threatcn^dl Sirhan with 
.a face mask to silence him and add­
ing that he would be strapped to his 
chair.

In earlier testimony, it was re­
lated that when he was about 10 in 
Jerusalem,’Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
went to the well one day for his 
mother.. When he drew up the heavy 
rubber? bucket, a severed human 
arm and hand fka.ed in the water.

This and other chiMhcod ter-, 
'tors, a former neighbor testifed 
Friday, used to send Sirhan into fits 

■ of shaking and trembling—tee fore­
runners of the trance-like states the 

■'defkense will contend Sirhan was in 
.when, he shot and killed! Robert F. 
Kemedly. ( ,

1 f Writer •

. Deee.nee witness Ziad. Ha'hnmeh, 
25 and only a month’older than the 
defendant, dtrcritedl his chldhModr 
playmate as a'very sen'ithe human . ‘
being’ subjected to poverty,',.a fa­
ther’s beatings and the repeated spec;
tacle of violent deaths. / ’ h ’ , 

Hashimeh's .t<rstimoly/ correbor-
'ated earlier description/ of Sir-han 
family he given to Thue Times last , 
year by other members of the Hash- 
mch’family 'till living in Jerusalem. ' 

The 'Um, dark-harnd! wttness who '
said he .last saw Sirhan in late 1956, 

, -^changed'frequent broad smihs' 
with the defendant who greeted him , 
with a happy shout as he entered the , 
courtowm. ' ’ , r

The Ha'hiimeh 'family lived in the • 
same large house as the Sirhans in 
.the old waned city of Jerusalem. 
Hash'ineeh said nine lamin's totaling 
about 30 people, lived in the build- , 
ing and 'hared a common toiet and ’ 
adjacent well. ’ . ,"f

Ha'himeh said the incident at the 
well occurred a year or two before , 
the Sirhan family left Jerusalem’in ‘ 
late 1956 for the UntUd States. He ' 
said he and the neighbor ran out ‘ 
one day when Sirhan screamed 
"mother, mother." ’ * ’

They found Sirhan crying by the 
well, his body shaking. and in the 
bucket was the arm, Ha'himdr said.

He also de'criled , other tmess - ,
when Sirhan, angered or i^righteltdd, 
would witUulraw .into sHence and 
begin shaking. Once,,, ht'saki, he

5



-V

fPl?“id2to steal an icM^home nearly everyday as 
. creWcohe from a street a boy and that he fre^
»vendor but. Sirhan told 
;him:’/ " '

•Ziad,do not steal. The 
man is making his livmg

* on a few piastre-s a day to 
f^eed his whole family. It is 
('wrong to steal from him.’

... ...... . Ulr^ .bottom and the back" 
' was trembling with anger , mfej1^ cry. . . 
as. he spoke and abruptly . B^hara Snran d_ivore«l^

'Ileft for home. Hashmeih his”wfe’in June'oTTW’
* sa’dmhe didn^stea^ ®e ice I after; a divorce-action he.
a.Another time. Hashimeh^.^slt^^n^i^'atL^1'' -
-sHthe.lleatoSHfch.ni todh's wfe andS

-‘.ren in Pasadena. ■
-Hashimeh said his fam-, 

ly gave a going-away par­
' ty;for the Sirlans when1

'Hashimeh said Sirhan

wa.s„told angrily;. ..
, h "If you Jie to people, they
" ?t are. clever enough to lie 

' - back to you. -The greatest 
* thing .in the world is 
people.'You can learn 
tmore- from people than 

, you'can learn in school?
r Hashimeh said Sirhan 
delivered this rebuff with 

!.his fists clenched and 
/raised to his shouldero and 
’ then left Hashimeh and 

- went home. -

ed to being accompanied, 
but ■ that the Hashimehs 

,"went, because they were so. 
' fond of Mrs. Sirhan.

Throughout .HashimihJSs 
testimony he referred! to 

— _ _ T-*«-Jews and Arabs as'Zion-
: • He said Smh.an suddenly ists and Palestinians; occa-; 
became nervous for no sionallycorre:cting himself 

■ apparent reason and b?-_when he used the word! • 
'gan to shake. .HashimpT-jewssh instead, orZonst.- . 

1asked if hie were all right “•——— -------

Still another, incident 
. was when they were play­
ing football, Hashimeh 
testified.

and Sirhan shouted "leave 
■■ me alone, .leave me alone" 
I and. then ran home.

. , Hashimeh also told of 
. jiving with the sound of gunfire ’and 'bombings ‘ 
- through the night and of 
, one time when a nearby 
' grocery store was bombed 
sand,its owner "was blown' 
।into.piecesi"' • . ; 1 
8, It was not brought out 
f whether Sirhan whnessed 
,this as other former 
neighbors earlier have 
told newsmen. 1

’ Hashimeh testified that 
, farviSited.the, Sirhan,

quently saw the .father',; 
Bishara, strike or push the 
mother, Mary—and Sir-, 
han as well. • ]

_Bishaiat, Hashimeh said,’, 
• was ’too emotional"’- and - 
said hie struck Sirhan with 
sticks or his fists *on the

they left- Jerusalem and 
accompanied them in a car 
to one departure point. .* 

He said Bishara "didn't..

,were leaving" and object-



DEFENSE WITNESS—Ziad Hashoneh, right-, who once lived with the Sirhans, 
‘.leaves courtroom with Sirhan B. Sirhan' mother and brother, Munir. Hashoneh 

testified for the defense in Sirhan's trial for the slaying of Robert Kennedy. 
. .*„——>■„ : . .... . Tithe's photo by Ben Olender
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V' Slightly Below Averagg_^
• ।, T’he temper tantrum appeared' 
k j trlggeedd by the methodical disclo-
9 j sure of Sirhan’s grades 'in Pasade- , 
, I na's junior high and high schools. A 

school official confirmed that Sirhan 
was a *C* student and said his
intelligence quotient tested out at 89 , 

■ —sightly below the 90-110 range 
• considered average. At that pointy 

Sirhan began to blow up. a
After a quick, whisked confer­

ence with the 24-year-old defendant, 
attorney Russell B. Parsons asked ; 
for a recess. ’ ,. ' j -’i

T'he jury was led out and defense 1

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

'I I 3

1

" Defendant Say’ He Had , I 
■ The jury was led out and aefense

Pllneed Kennedy Death, , | attorney Grant B. Cooper, obviously
Change of Plea Denied taken aback:, explained that Sirhan:.

I-1
Los

, BY DAVE SMITH 
Times Staff Wrifer.

■.’ had earlier said he'would forbid the' 
'calling of about a dozen winne^es 

j his lawyers believe should testify.
, , । Cooper said Sirhan had later calmed

■ Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, infuriated down and promiied cooperation, but 
at disclosure of his school grades that he nw wan^d to speak up in 

g court. .' - gand his IQ of 89, flew into a r-age at There followed this dramatic ex-
. his murd^r tmLFHday, treed to file nhange between Judge Walker and 

his defense team and demanded to , Sir-lam: J
change his plea to guilty and be Judge Walker: There is something
executed., J youi^/o'^

’ Snham: May' I address the court inIna Of’m but ang^y voice he eald«5 •
Tkiied Robert F.Kenntdly willful- avalktr NT?' "
&Sedia^& SWan; I at this time, sir, with-,
of mauce aforetliougj’it. f . dm my original plea of .not guilty '

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walk- and submit the plea of guilty as' 
er, obviously angered at the ffeeup, chained on all mourns. I also request 
refuted to accept Ute change of plea I that my nouneei disassociate them- 
or . the firing of the three-man | selves from this case completely. ” 
detteeStetcam. _ Walker: Do I uederstaned■-eiandl

As Orhans lO-rnmute tirade up-do-1 understand that you want 
verged on a shouting match with the - ...... <
veteran jurist. Judge Walker threat- ' 

- tened the tiny defendant with a face 
mask to silence him and arm straps ’ 
toJeeR-him in his cHir if there are 
further outbuIsts. „ ’ ' vl
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« ^ead, guilty to murder
* inthe first degree??

Sirhan: Yes, sir, I do.
Walker: All rght,,and 

what do yOu want to do 
' about the. penalty? .

r

just sit down there. Any. 
further interruptions by 

, you in this trial will result 
in you being restramed. 

Sirharn:-1 win offer no . you understand that? •
• defense whatsoever.

. Walker: Tire question is, ’ 
I what do you want to do 
,about the penalty?- -

. Sirhan: I will ask to be 
• executed, sir-. ' ■: . •

c.

xi' r.

that, you will have a face 
’mask put on you which 
will prohibit you from 

____ , talking and, further, your ' 
- Wtlktr. Noy. ^know_of arms will be strapped to 

,nothing in the daw that > your ’chair and the’ trial 
permute a defendant under -■ * *• *
any circumstances’to en­
ter a plea of guilty to 
murder of the first degree 
and ask for execution.
? Sirhan: Well, I have, sir-. 

,, - Walker: Well now, just a 
' ' .minute. Why do 'you want 
c ■ttodothss? -

" Sirharn: I believe, sir, 
■ that is my bfisiness, isn't 

’ 1it? ' . .
-Walker: You just believe . 

_. it is your b>uisinsss? _ 
1 ’ Sirhan: ThatTs my pre-

. rogative. ,
; Walken No, it isn’t.

Now, when we come to 
accepwrpwyou have’ 
to give me a reason.

. . Tells Why
- Sirhan: I kided Robert 
, F. Kennedy winfully, pre- 
• mtditot«lty, with 20 years 

of malire aiorethought, 
that is why. - ,

Walken Well, the 
evidence has to be pro­

, ‘duced here in court.
Sirhan: I withdrew all 

’ evidence, sir-.
Walker: There is no such 

. procedure. .................
Sirhan: T’o hell with it. 

‘ Walken Well, the court 
' will not accept the plea.

:Proceed with the trial. Let 
* • me-give-you to understand 
1,here and 'now that this

. court will not put up with 
' any more of your inter­
rupting. You are to follow 
the advice of the court and

Sirhan:. Sir? ..
Walker: I mean by that

will. proceed. You under­
stand that?

Sirhan: .I understand. 
However; sir, I intend to 
defend myself pro per 
(defendant representing 
.himseff). I don't want to 
be represented by these 
counsel. ‘

Judge Refuses
. Walker: You have re­

tained counsel. Counsel is 
staying in the trial.

Sirhan: What I have
said, I don't want anyone 
to have a trial shoved 
down my throat, sir, and 

—youare not-going to shove 
it down my throat, sir, in 
any way you want.

Walken You say you 
want to go pro per?

Sirhan: Yes, I will.
Walker: What are the 

defenees, let me ask what 
are the elements of the 
crime of murder?’

Sirhan: Sir-, I don't 
know). I don’t understand 
all of this legality. You let

Walken J am conducting 
these proceedings, not 
you. What are the de­
fenses to murder in the 
fust degecc? , ■ „

Sirharn: I don't know.
Walker: I find you are 

faapabteefrepresenUng

? Esefi' Sit. dow^Land 
Ikeop^uiet, andfif not,'! 
-intend to keep you quiet.' 

>, Sirhan; No, sir-, I still 
( maintain my original 

point. I plead guilty to 
murder and ask to be 
executed. J

Walker: I thought I 
made ,it clear:. The court ■ 
will not accept the plea.
’ Sirhan: I am sorry.. I will 

not accept it;. _
Walker: The lawtelUme, 

what I can do and cannot ’
do. Now, you understand' 
from here'on out you keep 
quiet, and if not, I will see-J 
to it that you. are kept;.. 
quiet , _ iTT; ,

Sirhan: I am'sorry,-but- 
my original position

Walker: Get" the jury'; 
down. ' •

Sirhan: Why not let me 
go into chambers;? I insist. 
• Walker: You are not, 
going to go in chambers. I 
let you go in there once’ 
and that was-the begin­
ning and the end. That 
procedure is over as far as 
I am concerned. We will 
proceed with~the triaL 
Again, I will tell you to ’ 
keep quiet and consult 
with your attorneys. (

Finally Subsides ’
At this, Sirhan subsided 

and asked .to t.alk with .his , 
defense team,— Cooper, 
Parsons.and Emile Zola . 
Berman. ■ ..

After a brief recess, and 
before jurors -were 
brought back to the court. 
Cooper t;old Judge Walker 
that Sirhan was adamant 
and that ’he has advised 
us definitely, positively 

• and uneqmvcxainy that he 
does nert teste us to 
continue to represent 
hm..* • t

Cooper'then said the 
three-man defense team 
was ’perfectly 'wiling,, as 
a matter of fact I might 
say anxious, to withdraw 
from the case and Jethim 
either represent hlmielf••or.



:« 1'

’V**a* X -,

V

ex
nothm

P' peace-T-*' and with that1 
;be represented' by other" her voice quavered mto a 

counsel.’1 . ,; sob. , . ■ t,
i Cooper added, however,’ Judge Walker quickly

adjournal the trial as the. 
. sobbing Mro. Sirhan was 
led from the courtroom. 
The jur’s't.told .spectators

that they would be equally 
•willing to proceed with 
their defense and that 

. ,they did not want to 
fappear to be deserting 
• Sirhan-, except upon,his 
i insistence. •
\. Judge Walker denied the 

: \ offer to withdraw, saying 
good cause for such with- 

11 Mrawal had not been 
_ ’shown and adding that 
- • Sirhan. appeared dearty 

• 1unable to represent hm- 
■’,!self. .
’’v-Throughout Vie stow 

■ hour the scene consumed,
Mrs. Mary . Sirhan, 55, sat 

■ * in her third row seat, 
altenutdy sobbing with

*nv ,^4^. her hands covering, her 1 -* 4 /***™bW«iB«IW«™Hl»WWW»«»««»™«*««l

and newsmen:. ' ^
' ’I .can’t 'conceive, of a" 

worse set of circumsaances 
under which a mother 
could be called to testify. I, 
think, she shows great' 
courage.’-. - ;

The emotional afternoon 
—by far the most drama­
tic of several outbussts by 
Sirhan this week — was 
proceeded by what was for, 
Sirhan an unusually sun-' 
ny morning, as a child­
hood friend, testfi^ed to 
Sirhan’s twisted rly 
yeans.

Ziad -Hashimeh, 25 and Jface.oE^Ur!ngahead, _ „
a,blinking rapidly as tear's only a month oldtl: than 

'ran down her cheeks. tSirhan, testihed that:
' .At Judge ’Walker’s rul- When he was about 10 in' 

■1 ing that the trial would Jerusalem, Sirrah went.to 
; proceed, the Hwy was led the well one diy for has 
a in and Mia. Sirhan was the .'mother.’When He drew up 

 ;' nestwitaes called. . ,'the bucket, a -,-vercd hu-
< Still blinking back tears, man arm and hand floated, 
: thie tiny woman — not bn the water.
’ quite 5 feet tall — dros&di • . Storks-of Childhood 
- ^m • ^ahMjknt ’^Wh h । This and other- chUdhcod 
'goll.embIwi!2y’ took tht .■(honors used to send Sir­

;. 5tand;, . . . • han into fits of shaking
! Wlth(^a<qUa^Vering'-VilCe’ and trembling—the foro-
4she said Sirhan was born inlm1Pr,nblhigtrance-like March 29,1944, in Jerusa- Iso1 XfenS iS
’.Jem, where her family had S^ w3d^ 
,lured ’for hunamedtetfg^^ 
years’ * • from gtntra^o>n , .Hashimeh described his 

i tos^ra11™ to gtnt^a- chHdhadl playmate as a 
t onL...! ‘ "very.sensitive human be­. SJe^U’alffm^♦Was x-ca?edring’ subjected to poverty, 

■ ®e„ saA,-. .thie....c?.ty. o1 a father's beatings and the
' repeated spectatfe of vb

■ olent deaths.
• Haishinehtss testimony

co^oboratld earlier de­
scriptions of Sir-ham family 
life given to The Tines 

।last year by .other mem- 
'bers of the .Hashimeh.fa- 
.mily still living in Jerusa­
lem. ?■ ■ ■- • •

The slim, dark-haled! 
winnes, who said he last 
saw Sirhan in late 1956:, 
exchanged frequent broad



. gered or ilighltentd, would went home. ;
■ withdraw into silence and , / Still . another incident 

begin shaking. Once, he, was when'theywereplay- 
■ «w- ^ "i™^ - t^i football,’Hashimeh

- the old waKed' city of 
•Jerusalem.-Hashimeh said

<emilee with the defendant1"' ' He also described othej^^jT''’8^^ 
^vho greeted him with a tim^s w^n Sirhan, an-' then* left; Hashimeh and 
i happy shout as he entered f hM w^ld w^o™ *
1 ̂ ut^'V- - ' begin shaking., once, .e was
, The Ha^meh family .said, he planned, to steal ing •football,’ Ha-nimth 
ilived in the same -large . an ice cream cone from a testifidd. ■
i hiousse as the Shhans in str^t vxhdor but Shian! yHe, said Sirhian suddenly 
. ............................. ■: twdhim: i became nervous for no 

"Ziad, do not steal. The apparent reason'and be- 
rnan is maktag his firing .gan to shake. Hashimeh 
on a few piastres a day to asked if he were all right 
.ittd his whole family. It is and Sir-han shoutg d, 
wrong to steal from him.’-. "Leave me alone! Ltav, 

Hashimeh ’ said Shian me atone!’ and then ran 
wae trembling with anger "home. . .
a^^ ^abruptly Hashimeh ttsfiiitd that

-^ft i0r,lh0mt.*Haenilmethl he risUed the Sir-han said he drin t stcalthe ice home nearly every day as 
CT^m. * Rnv oy>r1 that Ra ffo-

.mine famines; totalling 
»’ about 50 people,-lived in 

the building and shared a 
common toilet and ad- 
jacentwefi. .

Hashimeh said the in- 
•'cident at the well occurred 
> a year or two before the 
* Sirhan .family left Jrutsa-, 
.' lem in late 1956 for the

Hashimeh testified that

a boy and that he irt-AnftF «?%Ha-himth1 ^lya^The hf 
q..* _United States. He said he

) . . Ae sa u * e i HaJ __ j'^u^nvly ^w W^ iaher4>
and the neighbors ran out । eai«, jrelwd to Sirnan and: Sahara, strike or push the ' 
one day-wghen Sirhan ' Wtold angrily: , _ p—-’ ------- rp-’ ~it/ r i ■ m<*‘her, Mary—and Sir- • "If you lw to peopee they, mn as well. =.

1' brti-^ev'e-L^nou^.loJie Bishara Sirhan divorced 
i ..ou.- .... back to.you-The grea^t his wife in June of 1968, 
by. the well, hits tyings in .^ world is after a divorce action he

screamed "Mother, Moth-
•. er.'.. , •- .-
( They found Sirhan Bishara Sirhain divorced

crying by ..„ . ..........._- after a dtv-vivc action ne
; body shaking,, and in the peopfe’JoU ^“^0.™ first had in-tituett in 
1 buskelwas the arm. Hash- r ------ .
imrai. *• ^oU^an^ebrn^n S^roOiiT-dsntd hi-■wfft and child­

. Hashimeh said Sirhair J •
delivered this rebuff with ren in Pasatttcna■
/his fi?ts clenched and 
i T^aleed*tohis ehouldtls and,

more from people than 7 * the ^sheZ: 
• ,9 *. year .„n

■s4 t



DEFENSE WITNESS—Ziad Hashimeh, right leaves 
court with Sirhan B. Sirhan's mother and brother, 
Munir. Hd'himeh testified for the defense in Sirhan' 
trial for the slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
«__e__» 'limes ihoto byrenOlender
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in a trial which conceivably

1

I

i i 
i 
I 
s

A dminuttiee angu’Shed Arab 
emigrant woman, today took the 
stand-in the trial of her sm—the  
admitted! slaye/of Robert Fran­
cis Kennedy

Mrs. :M , Sirhan was the 
first :•wiii fas’the murder trial 
of Sirhan Brshara Sirhan moved 
into. It 32nd day.

This /is Mrs,; Sirhan’S tsire 
time’fa, the witness box in her 
son’s trial. Early in the trial she 
teSt-ited as to her irnjovershedd 
economic sta.t;e when de^enee

may not progress beyond her 
testimony. . , ' > j

Sirhan, programmed to follow

lawyers sought’ quashing of the 
indictment charging Sirhan with 
frsttefegree murder in the K:cn- 
redy-slaying. , ■ •

.Friday, Mrs. Sirhan was 
sworn as a wiitress at the end of 
an/emotim-packedl day in which 
her’on sought unsuccessfully to 
fire hs lawyess, plead guilty to 
ffrst-degree murder, and be sen- 
tcnie9.tr death. • -•

MtS:■.SirSa^n, .bufeeted by the 
emotional outburst of her son 
which literally ground his trial 
toa halt, could not testify. She 
tried, but the words she had for 
the jury of eight men and four 
women could not get by - the 
sobs that welled! in her threat ’

She was excused for the week­
end by the triers presiding 
judge, Herbert V. Walker, who 
said she acted with “great cour* 
age”_ 1

Mrs? Sirhan will be a wattless - * rtnui-rr.-.- ~_ ■ ~ ^j. j-n-'-LX-Liinn.- 1

! his mother on the standi, re- 
• mains in what his lawyers call 
a "highly mercurial state."

1 He has made it clear hie v- 
olently resents the defenee of 
diminish^ mental capacity' 
they have prepaired for him, ; 
,• -This defense states; in effect 
that while'SirhanIs'noV insane, 
his mental balance is precarious 
—so precarious that he gunned 
down Sen. Kennedy while inca­
pable of caIculaiing the naturef 
and conrequnnces of his act. , 

, Sirhan, according to his chief 
deeentee lawyers Grant B. Coop­
er, believes such a defense “de­
means” him. He objects to what 
he believes was the herec act 
of Kennedy’s falling being de- 
scrioed in terms of mental ill­
ness. ,

Because of this, he has Mie 
sought to interrupt his trial. He 
may—ideeee some observers 
expect that he will-ntterupt it, 
again. ।

If he does. Judge Walker has, 
wan^d him, he will be strapped!’ 
and gagged in his seat in the 
armorpaaced eighth-floor Hall 
of JusUe courtroom where the 
trial is taking place. ------- k-J ,
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■ EY DAVE SMITH
, Tims: Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishora Sirhan odmitted^wnok came when the pro 
from the wttnss stand at h's Solution began introduc 
murder tnil Monday that he killed ’ 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and had 'no
doubt’ he shot and wounded five 
other persons June 5.
’Did you, on or about the 5th of 

June, 1968, shoot Sen. .Robert F. 
Kennedy’’ asked defense attorney 
Grant B. Cooper.

ing into evidence the note­
book pages on which Sir- 
lion had written ’Robert 
-^ Kennedy must be assas­
sinated."

Recalls Death ^ 
Sirhan testified thotThn (indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)recalled 'quite vhW 
the death of an Arab sol­
dier who was blown up by 
dynamite one day when 

I Sirhan was — or 4. Sirhan 
, , , . ,, „ s0id he -recalled the sol- 

The defendant told Su- ders leg blown so hi"h in 
' ’ • — • ' the am it caught if the

belfry’ of a church and was 
hangttg' there the next 
nay, recognizable from the 
nuhtay boot.

The .family fcd during 
‘he .1948 IToeli-Aaib hos- 
tutUesfrom the, new, part 

„or Jehsoltem to the former

yerior Judge ’Herbert V.
’Y'es, ‘sir.’ t 24-yoor-o’d defen.- Walker that if the note-

dant replied family.
Asked if also shot and wounded 

Poul Schmide, a United Auto Work- 
ors officjOl and Kennedy supporter, 
Sirhan answered with o shrug and o 
grin:

'If that's what the Indictment 
! roods, I must hove?
. Did ho know who Schrode was?
। 'Never heard of him."

Undc^Coopnr's cuestosn^n;, Sir- 
htn dsni any knn\W0gn of, or 
malice toward, JrwinjStyll, WBm

books were admitted, he 
wouldn't be getting a fair 
trial.

.But Monday, Cooper 
lead that very .page, with
Sirhan following eagerly 
hne-by-hne, as Cooper in- „ 
toned: 'May 18, 9:45 a.m. Walled City, and Sirhan 
'68. My determnoiUon to .said he was told by family 
elimtnate 'RFK is bncom- "

■ Jewish quarter'of the old

Weis Eiizabeth
Ioldsteit, who were aisrwo»<te' 
_ 'I was not aware of|onythlgg.•

Sirhan added. I
The pale, slim defendant seemed 

almost (to relish his turn on the 
witness stand. His answer came

ing more the more (sic) of 
an unshakeable obses-

ts or, Ira stnm. .
r The handwriting was all 
his Sirhan confimeed: the

;repeated phrase ’Port 
Wine* was the name of a 
race house; yes, he had
written.’please pay to the 
eider of ..." stvtral

dna^y and quickly, sometimes oven jm^ and the repeated 
before Cooper's questions were com-jinjunction ’RFK must bn 
plete. At one point. Sirhan oven |osuasstnated'was hh.
supplied o word when Cooper! Then Cooper shifted 
groped for another term for bornb-’Mckward in t me to the 
ing noses.. Sirhan family's lit in wor-
'COnno,n sounds — how’ that’-’ torn JorulUitero, where Sir-

Sirhon ofternd with o smite. non, was born Match 19,
After emotional blowups last wOOFTWh *■"

when ho demanded to fire his thrif­
man defense team, plead guilty and 
be executed, Sirim's demeanor 
Monday was almost sunny-arrtiuu- 
larly in early testimony on his 
contre-resital notebooks. _____
-Smhah’s first temper tantrums ist

and friends of the r•oauon 
. for the flight:
i 'The Jews kicked us out 
'of our homies. The Zimrst’s 
kicked us out. We were 
,terrorized out of leaving 
our homes.'

As an example of the 
terror, Sirhan testified 
that after the April 9, 
1948, massacre at trie vil­
lage of Dair Yasin. Arab 
.girls with mutilated 
breasts 'were paraded in 
front of us, to terrorize us 
and get us out of our 
homes.'

T'ells of Panic
Sirhan said the reasons 

he had been told. and 
subsequently, read of in 
history books, were that 
'the West wanted to bring

—

the persecuted Jews from 
Germany in and expel the 
i ndieenuus PolestniOm 
Arabs from their home*.’

Siruan said be fointly 
recalled Hie family's flight 
to the old Walled City: '( 
was naked.' he said, and 
the .family was ’in a state 
of panic?.

T-1
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said, he heard bombing's 
on an average of once a 

. week from 19i$ until the 
family left Jerusalem for 

■ the United States in 1956.
Bombings were "so rou­
tine," he said, that when 
his mother began to make 
little balls of cotton for the 
children’s ears, they knew 
another bombing was on 
the way and took refuge in 
the basement.

The Sirhaus subsisted on 
United Nanons .Relief and 
Works .Agency radons, he 
said—ms-tlly brown sugar, 
margarine. .Hour, beans 
"and a galton of kerosene, 
in the winter." .

"How cold dees it get 
there?" asked Cooper.

That’s why we shared in Sirhan after the latter 
what we had to spare wnaTcei from a horoeTn'Scp- 
other people," Sirhan said. tember, 1966, while work- 
Me added, however, that ingas an exercise boy on a
hc-sawmany people de of 
starvatlnn.

race horse ranch near 
Corona.

Adel described hrs

Pretty damn' cold, s’r,' 
Sir-han said with a grin.

"Pardon me." said Coo- south wall of the 
per. "You watch your lan-------- ■ - 
gua??, Siri-ian."

Sir-ban also told of teeing , , ,
’ n^hr sh-jjT fsbrexf 

per s body after a tomb- tious and "doing well in 
Ing, and of being sickened school except when our 
by the sight of a human sister (Ayda, who died, in 
hand in a bucket of well 1965 of leukemaa) was 
water hie drew one day., sick."

Earlier testimony by hs After the fall, Adel testi- 
mother. and a chAdhad! fied. Sirhan became hri- 
friend described Sirhan as table, ner v-o us,“stayed 
going into a shtking fit . - ,
after the experience at the hPmL^m?1^® andjeadLa 
well and being sick for great deal. He once hada 
daS’llu« .also told of one*' ^fhis younger 
time when hie was .11, i brother Munir, 21, and 
playing .with .some friends | sometimes argued wtthnf 
near Zion's GafeTiinne., family when they watched 
iouth wan of th. ojd television newscasts of
WalM City.

Sirhan said the Arab 
wail guard let the boys up 
onto the wall with him to 
look down at the NoMans

television newscasts of
Middle East conflict,, de­
manding:

'How can you sit there 
and watch these things 
being done to people?"

The defendant looked 
abashed for a moment. 
_Sirhan raid he didn’t 
recall "any starvation 
pangs ... We always had 
enough, but we always 
cleaned up what we had . ■
before us. We could have ' Zmnt^ sector. 
eaten more, had we had it. ' ‘ cou1 sec the .feeing
We were actually among andemotomsofthsman, __
the Incher peoole be- said Si^tttl^. He said if Sirhan coj!dnt have 
camowe had railioncaidsr™ our land out thee, ( been reading aloud or 

, that’ our property.' I 
couldn’t understaand what

hand separatmg the Old . Adel also told of hearing 
Walled City from the Sirhan talking to himself

, in his bedroom. Dcp. Dist. 
? Atty. David M. Fitts asked

he meant then, but now I 
understand the import of 
’what he’said." -

An older brother, Adel

studying his German or 
Russian courses. Adel said 
he might have.

But Adel also told of
rinding Sirhan sitting in 

Sirhan, 30, testified earner .his room with a lighted 
Mtny ^^ candle on the desk before 

han and Jiis mother. But_aJmir'o'r' 3s he resd from 
Adeltlso told of a change hferature he got from the

-’- R<HIcrf«iti«s?, an order
which espouses the deve­
lopment of one’s mental 
powers over matter.



Mystical Tests Friday, after Sirhan ex-... hands during ths out- 
He would be staring atT>'oxlcd^ in jourt and de- burst, which Judge Walker 

.......... ended by asking Mrs. Sir-(the candle) and tnying manded to fire his lawyers, 
some experiment." Adel plead guilty and be 
said. "And he would say executed.
Tm staring at the light. Mis. Sirhan spoke with 

.It's supposed to turn green evident pride of the faw 
or yellow, or I'm going to ly’ lie up until 1918. 
‘see a cross in it, or when they had to Hee a 
,whalever my mind de-comfortable, large apart- 
cides? ment and ultimately seek

, ' Adel said his brother refuge in one room of a 
;sometimes told him, *f crowded building in the 
you think something, .it Walkd City of Jerusalem. 

■ will actually happen*1 He 
lsaid ; he and Sir-Inn fre-
' quently talked in this vein 
about Sirhan’s mystical 
,experiments.
, The defense has claimed 
• that Sirhan was in a 
.virtual trance when he 
.kllied Sen. KeniW-a 

■ tram similar to those he 
suffered at traumatic 

"scenes in his childluoxL 
They also claim he later 
induced such trances 
.through his obsessive per- 
"sonallty and his mystical 
experiments with sef 

; hypruss.
. Monday morning. .Mrs. 
.Mary Sirhian, 55, reaped a 
’series of grisly ineddenss 
;she said Sirhan wtinesed 
’as a child. Each time, she 
said, he was seized by a fit 
I of shaking, the color 
’would drain from his face. 
his lips would go dry and 
he woudd sometimes "black 
.out* xe^aflriing ill for 
•,days.
• The 4-foot, 11-inch Ms. 
> Sirhan remained compoeed 
’th«Nuaho(Uit her testimony. 
She burst into tear's last

. Expresses Regrets
Describing the dirt and 

poverty of that hfe, she 
was obviously embar­
rassed. In admitting the 
building had only oris 
toilet for -11 families, she 
turned to the jury and 
said, Tm sorry to speak 
this way.’

She said the water sup­
ply was so filthy they 
would go without drinking 
for days at a time, and that 
when the family moved to 
the United States in 19o<, 
Ayda ’went into the toilet 
and f kuhud and flushed 
and f lushed and then 
sprinkled water al l mound 
and said "God bless Amer­
ica.'

*We are lucky in this _
country,.' Mis. Sirhan con•□Sot‘anoiher boy, I had to

• tinned emotoonallljx;r^-al him Munir? —----- - 
want you to know this.
Everyboyy is blessed in
the United States.* 

The defendant sat with

han to restrict her testi­
mony to answering ques­
tions directly.

She described one In­
cident at the Damascus 
Gate in 1947 when several 
people were killed by a 
bomb. Sirhan, on a postof­
fice errand with his father, 
came home shaking and 
crying, she said, and 
wouldn't leave the house 
for two weeks.

A few months later, she । 
said, Sirhan’s elder broth- ■ 
er, Munir, then about 8, 
was run over by , a car. A 
shout from Adel brought 
her and Sirhan running, 
she said, and when he saw 
the bloody body of hs 
brother, she said, *tt was 
hard for him. He wots snak­
ing and said Is it the same 
bom'o, mama?'

"He never forgot the 
- Damascus Gate. He never" 
forgot his brother. He 
used to cry and ask me,
'Why does he stay away so 

.lone;? When can he come 
and play with me?' When



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

^<0*—Exam'nier Staff Writer 
> I- • .

' JOHN DOUGLAS

1 Sirhan Bishara Sirhan goes back into the wHness 
box- in his murder triLal today to 'continue testimony 
which began dramatically with his court admisstm 
he killed Sen. ,Robert F. Kennedy and shot and wounded
five others.

A lengthy description, on his 
childhood as a refugee in the 
wailed city of Old Jerusadem is 
expected later durmg this mow­
ing’s trial session.

' Sirhan’s testimony of yester­
day was. without incident. But 
his attorneys remain concerned 
over their client’s volatile na­
ture. . , ' ‘
, Twice his trial has been halt­

ed by his courtroom tanruums.
’Sirhan took the' oath, .with a 

clenched fist yesterday and then 
quickly admitted under ques- 
tkmrng by his. chief deeenee 
counsel, Grant B. Cooper, that 
he shot Kennedy. ,

Q —It is alleged that on the 
5th day of June, 1968, you shot 
and kiKed Robert Francis .Ker-

on:or about the 5th of June 
shoot Robert Kennedy? , 

A — Yes sir, I did.
Sirhan also fessed that he ; 

‘ ‘must have” ot and wounded , 
Urisel Au Workers official 
PaglJSch^rdS-are four others ( 
who*we with Kernsey in the 

; pantry (If the Ambassador Ho­
tel’s Embassy Bairroom.

But, he insisted, ”I was not 
aware of anytfirg.”

He sad he- did not know . 
Schrader nrr/hs other victim/ 
H Ira ,GrIeStenr. Irwin Stro^— 

. Mrs. E^ZaltSth^Zva'rs or news— 
manTwamwa SeLHS'irls!StSdl
he.bore them no ‘ fill win.’

Sirhan was t nse
posed when he ox*

rSey;>;hUmarll being;, Did you
immediately after a

but com- 
the stand 
mid-after-.

\
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t. ’•>*’ 1 — -| A»w ^n -< MW, »,^w *t»« »», -i .tw* M^k VI ■< . ^‘
'“ague” by ths and similar inci-lvatiWor. hu^nr,”Ji_£Oa’e 
idents of the Israeli war of inde- have eaten more than the fami-

1^^m3?™1a»enuJ^ ^’n.^s-^^
before being calItel.‘ Hs mote! ,t.1. role•t.rs bow- T3’ ex' 
reatee, a. few feet away fre>miPJoe!ee, Srhan toMsd.
him outiiele. the' courtroom rail, A“,A’ ^ Ma” ”

the-belfry of'a nearby'church.
‘.'I recall the leg with'the sol* 

. dier's boot’on it," he said. '.
.He also said he remembered 

. the death of his brother Munir, 
who was run 'oyer-in the street 
before the - family home — his 
body tossed against a" barbed­
wire barrier ‘which trad down 
the street separating the Zionist 
and Arab .sectors ofthecity.' ' 
. "I used-to walk around his 
casket"’, he said. ----

1 • Sirhan said he dimly recalled 
! the family 'moving to their refu- 
[ gee quarters in Old Jerusalem, 
h • "I remember something about 
’ moving i j: I was naked.”; '

‘ Sirhan said whence asked 
1 why the family had'been eir- 
1 placed he.IeanBd: ;' , t. 
J ‘The Jews kicked; us out of 
■jour homes .’. ’. The- Zionss 
kicked us out. We were terror­
ized WJteaving our homes.”..

The young Arab also recount­
ed how be was told of the Dair 
Nassim massacre in .which 
some 250 persons' were slain,

seemed more nervous than her
son. •i i •

v She sat on the edge of her 
chair in "an attitude of prayer 
when he -waW to the wittess 
box.'As.his testimony began she 
struck, an altfiude as one. root­
ing for a player in an athletic 
contest She mtumtured in her 
native Arabic when she, thought 
her son scored a point ’

As'soon,as CoOper won from 
the ,aemittel slayer the aeLTSs- 

sfon that he' had fired the gun 
which took ■Kennedy’s lite.( he 

■ handed him a photograph-of an 
excerpt from a diary seized 
fom .Sirhan’s home hours after 
the shooting. ' ,. „

,The diary entry, timed and 
dated 9:45 ami. May 18, .1968, 

read In part "my eetelmflnation 
to elmiir^tte. RFK Jis becoming 
moit • and .more an Obses-I 
sion...” J- ■

The page concluded: ', f -
^'Robert Kennedy must be as- 
sarrfnatee before June 5,1968.” 
■ -'Sirhan rea'dly aemitted, the 
entry wasin his handwriting.; 
• ■ He had written the phrase 
‘•‘“pot-wine”-twite on the same 
page. He expiated to Cooper 
that this was the name of a race 
horee; 7 ' • ’ ' •
x The diary-entry establishlei, 
Cooper quickly moved the ques­
tioning away from the events of 
the‘murdtr to the time Sirhan’s 
early childhood-irsst on New 
Jerusatem’s St. Paul’s Road, 
and .then as a refugee in the 
abandoned Jewish ’ Quarter' of 
the .walled city of Old Jerusa­
lem.; J -
' Sirhan, now' 24, tertifiee _ his 
memory of his homeland went 
back to 1947,' when he was 
three. \ ■ -y

, That year he said, he recalted 
a dynamtting in which a British 
soldier was blown to bitts. .
“I recoU^tt the- efsmemtetdl 

soldier.. ?’ he swore. ” 
; Earier in the day his mother; 

Mrs/Mary Sir-han,, testifed Sir- 
hahL was thrown into a fit of

told him of seeing Arab girds 
seized-in that incident paraded 
in a truck through New Jenrsa; 
lem. - - - ■

Earlier,-Mrs. Sirhan had testi- 
fed -that -the giris- were half 
naked;, and that,their Zionist 
captives clapped and boasted, 
‘•‘See what we can do."
- He had- no ’personal recoltec- 
tion of events..connected■ with 
the massacre, .Sirhan .aemitted. 
. Telling of his life to the waited 
city, -Sirhan said that white be 
never suffered "pangs -of star-

United Nations,

One of his legs was blown into
j This.., ration ^included marga­
rine,* brown sugar-, flour, beans 
and a monthly gallon of kero-■ 
seae, be said-., •..- , . .
a He. said the family;, who lived 
in one room, in. at.damaged 
house,- was often cold in winter.

Q — HOw cold did it get?
A — Pretty damn colid, sir? i 
“Water yourTangjage, sir,’’,

Cooper warned. ,,
One''of Sir-hanss-most vivid 

recoltectiors, he said, was ,of a 
slum and dump near his home.

This, place was a'“run, down 
tenement ri. .'dirty. .'. unclean 
. ., sickening, really-. . .” he, 
testified..’ *

Often, in Old Jerusatem,’ Sir- 
han said, the family was forced 
tO-fee to the cellar because of, 
bombing,r■aies...■..

■ His mother would stuff .the 
chie^ren’s ears with cotton, he 
said.. i • 1 
.One.'Of.the bombings, which 

he heard, but did .not see, de­
stroyed, a small shop near his- 
home,.Sirhan. testified. . * 
~After this incident, he said; he 
saw.'the dismembered body of
the. shopkeeper,.— a friend - on 
the ground before the-shop.
...This incident, his mother had

Sirhan belteres by- Hagarndh- 
the Zion’t provisional/army of
^ffhin^iiw^^ttestified-.earlier,; sent Sirhan,
Sirhan said, that'ms mother.-■ • .,.'-.-• ..’’then eight, .into, a trance from 

which,it: took .him.severe! days 
to recover.............•' .u. *

■ A brother of the defendant, 
Adel. 30, who-preceded the 
young defendant-on the, stand, 
also’ told of this incident. ’ ' ' 
- Sirhan also’ repeated a story 

toW three times in the trial-by 
a ■■ boyhood frtehe, • his ■ mother 
and > brother — of finding a 
human hand in the family well.
“It sickened me," he recalted.
“It was a piece of flesh, a 

hand up to the wrist.
Telling of thesparkmgOf'the 

cause .of Arab nationa'issm with­
in him/ Sirhan recalted playing 
beneath the Jerusatem wall 
with friends one day in the

\
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SIRHAN BROTHER, ATTORNEY OUTSIDE COURTHOUSE ^

Adel Sirhan, right, talking with Grant Cooper, testified briefljL„z
(C
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Fosowngns, is the dramatic Q —1 assume somebody in
and rweoUg testimony givcnlhe family to!d you ab°ut it? 
yesterday by Sirham Bishora .A—Yes, sir. . ,
Sirhan at his trial for the Q-What were your feel­
murder of VS!. Sen. -Robert ings>?
F. Kennedy: ’ . A—I was hesitant. I didn't
. , . r want to leave. I wanted to
Q■-Ir your Arab sate^ in my country with my.

what were your teachers? jeopte. . |
A—They were Arars, sir, Q—-What about the condt-

but they had some foreign tes in your country?
orientate. . AM thought, sir', they

Q — You mean they spoke would subside eventually.
• Eigits^!. " . QtY™^^1?

Mes sir ' - ' A—Yes, sir, I wl.
: A Y ,S£ Q —Where did you go?

Q—In 1956 you were 111 a—‘From Jerusalem toRa— 
years oii , [ maUaL a distance of ten to 15
‘ A— About that, yes. a

Q—Did you live with some­
one when you arrived!? " ’ • 

A —Yes, we were met by 
our sponsor at the train. His 
name was Haldor Uiems.

Q — How long did you live 
with them?

A —I don’t rememte ex­
actly. It was about two or 
three weeks.

Q—And did you go to 
school then? .

A —Yes. IrrngftlOow Ete—
, mentary School. .

Q—And thte where did you

mites.
Q — Do you remember any- __ ___ _____.

thing about the Suez crisss? • A.-‘Y^"'ir■’’tiVy'ali lived 
, A-^sir. near us in 1948.-

Q-How did you learn shorn Q-When you ran away, 
it? did you stay all night?

A-Foom news reports, and a— After eight or nine 
radio. We lived through) it. ’ hours, I became lonely, and 11

Q—You had relatives there?

Q-What did you learn. mussed my family. I came
A—That Israel had launched back. ■

another aggression against the q — Did you get a little 
Arab people ... making moire hungry, too?'

lie when you moved?
A — We secured a home of 

our own. We rented its It was 
at 1321 N. Mentor St. That has 
been torn down now.

Q — And you went to 
school?

A—Yes, Munir and I did.
Q — Did your mother get a 

position of work. '
A— Yes.
Q — Where was that?
A —In the nursery school 

at the Westminster Presbyter
■ rian Church.

misery for the Arabs. A-Yes. . „ Q—Howteg did your fa—
Q —What did the teacher q—Then where did you go? ther remm with you? ‘

tell you? A— To New York., A—Abut six or eight
A—He gave us a lecture on t Q—How many of the fami- months.

this is the wrong way of what ly were on the trip? Q — And when did you start
should be done. We should A — I, Munir', Adel, Ayda . school here?
have negotiates . ..to diss- 
cuss our df^erena'S and proo- 
Jems.

Q —A decision was made 
that you would come to'the 
UnM States?

A — Yes’ sir. "

and my params. _ a-11 early .February of
q — Where were your other 1957.

brothers?
A—They were in Jordan.

Q — And eventually you ar­
rived in Calfrrrrtla? .
“A — Yes.

Q —And after six or seven 
months.. .?

A — He returned to Jordan.
Q,—And how long was he 

away from you?
A — Ever since. *------------
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