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Kritedus, having led bydheJ^w sick? That'sIAquOsgn 
SCriSas • . - -. for you to decide. Imglad to 
p^;; think he’s a bit sick, because I 
I Hes lying, Ms lyng. •Sir- cant imagine anyone in the 
kn« if fh^ inTv 5fi nA . . -.° ... .*. . ■han screamed at the jury as he

Defense'attorneys in the 
han Bshara Sirhan murter trial

:rose from his chair with clench-
Ambassador Hotel stepping

today will try to counteract a 
’tinging prosecuton summatom 
which rMiwM much of the 
psychiatric.defensec and caied 
for his ’coavKtiion for first ds- 
giee murder. ^, .

Russell' E. - .Parsons;, lawyer 
whom Sirbanr regards as a’fa
ther- figure, will'open the' ds-i

Si?, rd (’$’$. " - t •
Bailiffs ,ClUickly rSstranOd Sir

han'and bustled him from thr ; 
court room as a', short recess , 
was declared!..;

Fil’s, in -a ‘ surprisngyy dra- - 
matic- pr^nationo, lashed into; 
ths defense case, calling it I, 
‘ ‘nbbi’sh,... incredibte .... 
absurd. ...” ‘ .

, . . Three weeks of defense tostR
fense smiirnatioii with an ao-mony sought to paint Sirhan as 
count of Ite chilohood of tb0^ seriously ill mental crippte, 
admitted slayer of Se«. n^w^ Mltd Sen. Kennedy while 
F. Kennedy., ” - .' -jin a'self-induced trance. '

The dr^wc. contends ’mental' But the tOaIity of Sirhan. Fit’s 
scars inflicted on Sirhan. when toM the jrt•t•f “’ thr' man you 
he was a chld in his native see in this court . ., ths man 
Pawns laid ths groundwork who testified on the wittoss 
for thr mental dislntcgratinnktand with a certain dramatic 
which ultimately Icd to his June-flab - ''
5, 1968, fatal shooting of Sent.' 1
Kennedy at the Ambassador Hos
tel.- ' ■ ’ \--;

Parsons and his assocraOss> 
Entile Zola Berman and Grant 
B. ^Cooper, who will follow pirn 
to taking to the jury of srV’rn 

men1 and, five women, will try to 
overcome the impeesswn Bep. 
Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts made 
on the juror’s yesterday in a 
three-hour and 10-minuts sum-

_ 4jA man. with 4neeIggeCoe 

sofsowhat unusual in the crimi
nal' courts”' ' . i

from a tray rack and firing at 
Sen. Kennedy and not being 
sick. If a crime is,committal by 
a normall person, that would be 
cause for alarm. What’s a sick 
man? - a departure from nor
mal." ’ , , ’

; FoUowg this, the prosecutor 
tore,into the psychiatric and! 
psychological testimony in the; 
Sirhan case with a slashing; 
scorn and drrision, •

His first target was San Diego 
clinical psycholog’st Dr. Martin 
M...Schorr, who gave the defen
dant a battery of psychological! 
tests in November and testified 
later he found him to "be a 
patanoid-schizopheeliica-a men
tally ill person who suffered 
delusions of persecution and 
who felt the conflict of two per
sonalities within himself.

Fitts pointed out that news-,
men had discovered that Dr. 
Schorr had copied much of his‘Sirhan has the ability to antic- * . - . , , .

ipate, Fitts said, and could report on Sthan „wor\ CoT 
‘‘hardly wait for his lawless to word from 2 carebmk
finish a question so that he published Ust year by formor 
wrid answer.” |Nsw York State Mental Hygiene

. ' ' . ICommissionor Dr. James Brus.-

maiawionn. , , .,
'klhatJpoo<•ll, tag jra

1 heard Sirhan denounced ,a a
‘■Iiar.” and psychological tOsti-

‘Sirhan has a sente of theism
theatrical,” said Fitts, ”... and < _ '• • ■ 
deliberately chose to use four- .lBeyond fhal,lth! prosecutor 
letter-word’ ... then he would chafed, Dr. Schorr had u^w-- 
smile at the judge and say,ied his own personality into his 
'Excuse me your honor.’ ” svrIrrto of Sirhan’s psyche. (

711™^ toward' Sirhan, Fits Roading tho Sm Diogo nun’s 
demanded, “Do you think th^S|evrraiona of Suri^n’s responses 
man scatod at tbs counsel tabes‘to ^ho Roschach (ink blot) te’t 
did not know what he was'.Fitts commented sarcastically, 

5doin’;? I am crrtain that hr did!“That’s purs Schwrism.”
Sithas erupted into a brief

mony offered on his behalf dis
missed as ”o^leertainment . .., 
pure entertainment."

temyraanfrym early in .Fitts’tempst■,!ranttvm early in .Fit’s' ' 1 han is
summationi when he was (iST^^ defense contention that 

........... - Sirhan is mentaUy ill was aSt!

Dr. Schorr’s evaluation of Sir-
'pure entertainment

4

disputed by Fitts. . . |
"We concede he’s sick.” the

prosecutor said. 'J

continued!:
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’ '^nterjamment is inappropri
ate in a court room in a capital 
Chte . . . particularly in the 
ca.se of the assassination of Sen. 
Kennedy.

“I have'consigned-Dr. Schorr 
te^bUvion in my argumen^ 
vThe.prosecutor said thatjhe 

had more respect for the 0^ 
^on of Dr. 0. Roderick -Ri-

-—There is always somebodythgi Mr.’Sirhan is'not a. well 
who ha’ guts enough ... ttosae:jmhn.“ he said.' ',Tlfeqaet®Ons^s, 
h. ; ‘How sick'is he?” ,the profession is ill. served,’” he 
said. . =

chardson, who also reported Sir- 
han # is .mentally i’ll. But, he 
kusitste;l, Dr. Richardson is a 
textbook psychologist where, “a 
httfe something more, is, re
quired.” , . ; '-«..

Tarning to psychiatric testi
mony in the case, he' first'told 
the jury that Dr. Eric Maras, 
West Dos Angeles psychiarri$t 
who examined Sirhan, said, he 
was of dimint$l:ed mental cat
parity, but roa^sfd to offer a 
diagnosis of the young Arab’s 
illness. ' -

For the chief of Sirfan’ de- 
ffnsf bartery. Dr. Bernard .L, 

:Diamond of Berkeley,' Fitts’re-n. V. •• Damor of Berneey, Fill
V D Ri.ch’^®, -according, to server his deepest scorn. ‘
FinsUfrs^^^ w™ . Dr. Diamond testified on the,
’ewe into account. , basis of k™A.fi»nnv „i, . , , , ,. . . tasko hypnotherapy of Sirhan
. Fitts said'that he was disthat ^ defendant Hawed to 

hypnotize himself through' the 
practice of the occult, and was

Psychological tests are valid 
. only in determining the individ
. aal’s'state hi mind at tie time 

he takes the test, Fitts said., 
They can not predict future con
duct, or account for past con
duct. - „ • /
_ The.tests, and the psyduatric 
interviews were aimed at dd««| 
mining whether Sirhan was ca-l 
pable of "nwamnffully and ma-' 
turely” plotting and carrying 
out the kilinng of’Kennedy; puts 
said. He warned the jurm ihat 
in the'long run they would have 
to decide this, for themselves'— 
as jurors, not psychologists;. - *

turbcd^ four other psychooo- 
gists had taken the Schorr-Ri
chardson raw data;, and come to 
the conclusion Sirhan was seri- 

-ously ill. ’. ■ *

» “They all in effect s^d,/Mf 
,, ;too.’ he complaned. ■ •

He said: •• ..... .... •<».., 
“The question is wha.does 

r r ’mature’ mean. The question is La vE”^^traKe whfa he what does ‘meaningful’ wi^ 
’hot Kfnnfdy. , - . “Mature - ond enough, to

gFitts recalkd that evaluate
his own theory’Dr. Diamond 
had testified: ■ '
”1 agree this is an absurd, 

preposterous story . .. unlikely 
and lnitffdiibfe...."

.“It is impassivee to have the 
last word with Dr. Diamond... 
L^.him have the last word.”

procreate, ripe for pickL'g.- 
Does it mean you must have the 
global view of the world of thef 
groat sage o philosopher?” ■ ' 
. Does it mean as contemplai 

tivf in judgment as anyone-'of 
you on-the jury? » ”,

“What exactly is ”mature?.’.-U

I' Alluding to Dr. Schorr’stesti- 
mony, he told the jury, “'I just 
do“^ ’ee how these psychos 
gists said ‘Mie too’ to that, yet 
th'eyvve Mie, toed’ the whole 
Shebang. . ,, qafst1on rowed. by nIfjmuc« .s the «u^vm^hll requirea
‘ He ascribed! this to the fait|PseCmatrii testimony in the'to read into a contemplate! act 

that psychologss’s “all belong to:caS€- Fits told the jarort. is before it becomes mfhnIngfa??■ 
the same fraternity.” waiter Sirhan% was mentally; “No .individual. after mature
, He compared their relucaance rfS’^o’isltlf-for t£‘f ’hooting “inand meaningull refteciion would 
to counter their wlto toLh^^^ly hour’^f June 5.” • |commtt murder. Yet murder is
’ the teltai:auice of phesichlntstO ^ is coi,ifdfdd by both sl3esT9mmo5phcf in our soiefteS.^ 
'testify m malpracttee suits. ' ' .

Central, question raised by’the
. "Wa is ‘meaning^’? How 
much is.the individual required

। But, hf pointed out, one psy- 
^choOgitst — Dr. Leonard Olin- 
got who tf$tgfed -for the prose
cutton—had fxamiifd the 
Schorr-Riahasdnoij data and 
co2Claded.it did not show ser- 
jous mental ilhuss in’Sirhan
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Ths t^.comT^^orr^ .-22 piston™^^ in the • polic-e-car-
t *•“ " - ^ , waistond. reached around where be was accompanied

- ■ 1 Cafl.Ue^, and fired eight ;by-Jesse UnW the defend
; .shot's., . . .,;!, jamt mumbedlr ■
, ,As you have heard from (;:«rdd it for my country.” 
। witnesses, he fired one or two,, f Unruh said he was trying to J 
j then-paused and then find ..hep and the defendant re- ’ 
. more. It is natural these wit- .pued; -ns too jm .,. ns 
| nesses should be somewhat .toojate.” ■ .

Jan. 7. We have now passed
. the tenc-motth anniversary.

। We have heard the testimony 
.of some 90 witnesses;. But I 
'suggest to you that for the 
last three we have departed in 
some measure from the basic

A-8 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, 
eealf.

prern'se of ttit trial—murder. s--------- —,—. - -------- ..uv ^li.
• ' Murder, and TR read it, is J contosed** th® J0ttrva|L.of ‘’-’The signilicanee of this re- 

the unlawful kilimg of a hu-, , shots;. Carl Uecker himsei .ply is something I will leave, 
man -being with malice afore- i believed that he had rented : . , coniure with. ' ' ,h”!ht■' -ISl^^

Malice may be either ex- ‘ arm of the ass3ilani. . - -
pressed or Implied. It is ex- ’■ 
pressed when the kilimg rs . 
doneouutrihht. It is implied 
when the kililng resuRs from

, an action involved with wan- ’ 
(ton disregard for human life. .

'■'’„;-tsrg®t what we are deal-1 
ing-. with in this case is ex- 1 
'pressed maMe.

■ * On the fifth day of June last 
year, Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
in an exultant mood after the 
triumph of seeking the presi
dential nominal^oa in Califoe-

, nja. probacy tired, w as on hs 
way to unnecessary cele- 
braiion at some night club 
when he passed through a 
kiccten pantry to give the 
working gentlemen of 'the 
press a chance to meet their, 
deadlines.
•• As he reached the serving • 
tab&.he paused to receive 
the..congratulations of two 
witnesses who have tett.ifted 
in this case, Juan Romen# 
and Jesus Perez. The defend
ant in this case, standing some 
’Meet away, at or on a serv-

' lag tiay, stepped from that— 
. bray.t'approached the senator, -

V. • that -word. It is expressed
sYu have tlCard.thf /e’7 when there is marneest intent 
of a balitstiss expert that the • 
shorthat kitted the senator 
was fired at pointblank range 
.■^ and three other shots ...
:'One passed! though; his 

body, one lodged in the.cei-. 
vicar area, and both entered 
the 1 body in the area of the 
right armpit. This woiM in- 
dicatc to me that the 'sen
ator was still on his feet.
^ Four shots had been fired 
befor'e Mr. Uecker entered 
the’ actio®. Thereafter, the 
scene became chaotic. '

.'unlawfully to kill a human be 
:ing. We have an individual 
irecognizing his target, rapidly 
appmchiing the target and 
ruing eight shots. . 
v What could be clearer than 
that?

What you will be concern
ed with is whether this in
dividual could know that this 
was a wrong: Hung. Mali* in. 
this way topics the doing of 
.something not socially accept- 
„able, tee doing of something

. . wrong
- We know that the rounds of ‘ ..You will be concerned with
ammunition were expended, 
and five other individuats 
were wounded as a result of 
this’ shooting. 'We know that 
the defendant was immediate-
lyi subdued. We know many 
gapped! v.ith Mm and that 
they strvgged one against

whether or not ths defendant 
at that time was' able to ap-1 
precjaee that firing burets 
into 'the head of another in
dividual is a th'ing not gen
erally approved of in our ■

another.
The defendant told his feel

tags to at least two individ
, uals. To Rafer John^S he 
said. "I can explshi. I can ex-..

comnuuitry. Did he know if 
...... that was a good thing to do, 
••—ci* bad thing to doJLH-JJs
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C #-®ft • c.m.tainX-'!'* ’o ^ ’“^t::^ vewjy ”■—by

. that. . \ •> .
The state has asked and 

" will continue to ask that you 
return a verdict of murder in • 

the first degree. '
“ The theory of murder is
’ that Sirhan Sirhan premed-- 

taeed and deliberaed upon
! his ineended act. That invol
; vet intent to kill. The intent 

1 to kill is something that the. 
. defense will, let us say, con- . 

. cede. „ , ‘ . f -

mund, we are asked to accept > many. He is not the only one 
I when the defendant tells us he i who is dl$illuitaeld. His iUu- 
[ first ineended to go to the ’ions are shared by manor. 
> Ambassador Hotel because of' They are not ditillutions~nhJ- 

- sions perhaps. ' , *
But he has an absolute right-.- 

to have •opinfons not, shared 
by the majority. It is all right

•j the Rafferty party. Sometime 
|in tee past, he and Katheecn 
। Rafferty had been In school 
together. There it no sugges
tion that KatWeenn Rafferty 
■would have been glad to see 
Sirhan and one would' suppose 
ihai some years had passed, 

' yince they had been ai school । 
I together. • '. j

"eve^ 
mUrfl'^haSd with tie. iadf. 

defense it primarily c°sJb-Ut ™y^^ 
cer-ned. P)emellitaOlsa and de-| 
liberation, as dirtinguished ' resV° J^er.tRi1^
- e ■ ^-..m..1 ^e^ ind found himself to be some-

to entertain ideas that this is • 
s°i the best government, that, 
this is not the best time, that • 
this is not the best of all', 
possible worlds. *

In any event, this is Mr.
Sirhan. He felt reeded at the 
Rafferty party. ■ . ;

He is something.of a loner.
Ktteeeen Raekrty. If so* he He doe’s’t wan’te stay where 

- - - ---- . he it noi wan ted. , i

between first-and sewnd-de- 3s1 found Di-“^u to w ^T
OrtOn^^,n«asst»eM!k1|^BelMy &’ bees made pretty

, of deCiytts•makSog process wT^.rc^dLH^^^^ •• clear,, and if he feli he wasn’t .
' about the act..I’ is tee weigh- I ’cioua^eddnr’tfehA teftdth^ wanted, why did he , stay

- - - g In any event, he Jef’ me* there’ y y
, Rafferty room feeling'^me- BUi’ytay there he did. "
। what ranrorous. We had ihe testimony of
! Outside tee RaffertyJ°om| Hans Bidtiryf (Ambassador
i he me w -people.. dressedi Hotel electrCias), who said 
I like himself. Some discussion-

’ng of arguments pro and con, 
rather than acting on rath 

■ m^se. - '
•< The law envisions the pos
sibility that an individual may 

< harbor malice aforethought, 
they (the law) know the .thing 

’ he is doing is wrong but he 
acts so quickly wihtout mak
ing the decision as to how he 

, is going to act, so that there 
is no premediaatinn.

' The law does not prescribe 
■ to you to what extent an indi- 
j vidual must weigh and preme-- 

ditaie before a calwiaed goal
• to kill is formed. ' ..
; The law says this will depend 
I on the situation and the indi
’ vidual—that a cold, calcuilaed 
*.,decision to kill may be arrived

there?

. . , he had quite a social convex 
arose about going into tt»[yat°s and that Sirhan was 
room at all. Sirhan said in particularly inteecsed in a 
effect, “We vote, we’re part of man in uniform and inececsted 
the public - .. we have a' in tte security surrounding 
right to go in there. . , Robert Kennedy.

• He then told of giving a girl Courious. isn’t ft? ' -
* ca $20 tip. I wish you could Four people tetiified the de- 
:;know tire time we have spent fendant had something to 
। { , V drink:. Th’$ was. around 10
trying to find tee girl hie says J o’clock. I suggest it was be

, he gave the $20 tip to. Maybe f ween 9:30 and 10:30 p.m. 
■ it was just Sirhan’s big talk:, 'when they saw him, and on all 
maybe not. Maybe she just occasions the defendant had 
didn’t want to come forward. 'something to drink .’in his. 
Then there is a possibility she hand, prosumtblty a Tom Col- 

_ feared someone would take Tins- ' ' ■
at within minuet or seconds , the $20 away from her- j Bui he watn't drunk then,

, Do we have tee state of ^r w1’he drwA. a’tee time 
" Sirhan’s mind? It this the f .iteJS’Jtsff ihe 

expression of ihe usual Sir- ev^^^ .of A^ox^o^we 
han? Sirhan in hit notebook .have -’ that of the defendant 

a - himself.

1 depending on the circurmstanc- 
" es and the individual.
j In this case, the people sug- 
. gest to you that the cold and 
calculaeed decision to take the 
life of Robert F. Kennedy had 

’ been arrived at long in ad. 
1 vance of Sirhan’s arrival at the 
Ambassador Hotel.

The facts in the opmion of 
the prosecution lead logically 
to the conclusion that this de-

entries, the Sirhan who wrote 
tie manitesto, the Sirhan ds- 
alu$tneed with the American 
political system.

Mr. Sirhan is 25 year's old. 
He isn’t the only young protes-

Heyvas observed! by Judy 
Roy/r at the rear of the Em
bassy Room near the double 
doors' leading to the pantry. 
She asked him to leave and he

fendant did not act in a rash or | 
rmpudsh’e mtaater at the time । 
'he fired the bullet.into the 

, brain of Robert F. Kenned-y'irr'—’e” take our places.
■ the Ambassador Hotel.

-complied. •
ier. I view wte alarrn tee We can infer from the test-
protests of the last few years, mony of Martin Petrutky ’hat 
They alarm me and I weeder w-hen he accosted Martin Pe
what wu happen a few ye^’jruyky, tee yesaior^*ta^r^t?■’ 
from now when teete protes



" ready cbme down from_Jhv__.Thv testimony of WvdiVf 
'tlrtirt^<Cr nultv and pCnsvd (manager of the Pasadena 

< through) the pantry to the Em- ( health food store where Sir- 
.banty Room.' The dvftodcnt, han was employed) is ncmv-
approached and asked: "Will 

,, he come back that way?” :
. Wv don’t know where the 

< dvftodaot went after that— 
;. Martin Petrusky didn't know. 
’ But there are indication$ be 
/ went near the tray rack in the

pantry. • i
' We can infer that there he ' 

■ remaned with a gun in his j 
waistband waiting for the svn- 
ator to return in a dirMlon 

. he knew by reason of his 
’knowing the senator had 
passed before. u

? According' to the testmony 
' of Judy Royer, in any event, 
i it had bvVn decided that the 
' senator would go to the Colo
) nial Room to give the press a

break. , -
From the po®1 of view of 

' the Ctncssioati<ol, it doesn’t 
make any diftetolcve whether 

. the senator was going to the 
■ Colonial Room first or the 

Ambassador Room first. In 
■ one way or the other, he was ,

going both places. ■ 1
.1.I suggest it was.no fortu’- 

•tous circumsaOnee t.hat Sirha; 
„waited in a place where as 

'one time or another the 'sena
tor would pass and. become^ 
target. ' .

All the logic points to thin- 
his hatred!, the notebooks, his 
visiting the ranges, his rapid 
fire, his inquiry at the pantry, 
the loaded gun in his belt, the 
mini-mag, cmmsnition, the 
conduct of the defendant, his 
statements after his arrest, 
t,he cute way he avoided iden
tifying himself in custody.

Add to this another item - 
- his identity left in the glove

box of his car. He has tvst--
fed, and Advl Sirhan has tvs- - - .

1 Wied, that the Sirhan bcyn“,“dl■' setting.,
। are in the habit of not car
ry’! ng their identifications. 
This strikes me as inconven,.

what enlightening cn fns At 
I least on payday. Sirhan had a , 
wallet in his pccktt. He fished ( 

i it out and put mcnvy in it. । 
। (At this point Sirhan rose in ’ 
. an angry outburst and Judge 
.Walker hastily recessed
I court.) , .
j At the time we stopped for 
I recess, I was discussing the 
matter of his identification. 
As far as his employer was 
concerned, he had carried his 
identification with him. । 

■ I would suggest that per
haps Sirhan was in the habit 
of carrying his identification 
with him, but on this vvenmg, 

’ with the idea of cttemptigg 
. to vncapv after having suc-

cVssfully or unsuccessfully at-, ..
' tempeed to c'sncsnlnatv thv sva- said it was a mstakv. 
ator. did not have hisidenti-' moremoreator, did not have his’ldenti.--;
fication.
- This is the sot of precau- 
tton.whcclj a reasonable-assas-t^cnym«ualealtcncuv.c.t>t><»■ . ,;■ .,„.„.,;,>;,.,;,.,. .
sin would take. I don't place ^o! pVmVdx?^^^ h pe Sinan said he went to irei npS^^^ I 'Ambassador Hotel June 2. If

: ^,1^ for y he was as innocent as he tried

Wehave'thcse uncontrover- tC■tvl» un’.why didn’t Uv 0^^ 
wfhCtv •ne "I ths to his.own counsel? He

. bHis fcU on tie rifle ranger-^^ «to d1^0^0^-
: His cppvcrcnlcv at^ov^

on June’ 2. His gun in his ’
■^cts-•baldl. His inquiry with
respect to securiyy. His in
quiry if the senator would- 
come this way. The manner of' 
assassination, efficient and 
certainly effective. The state-- 
ments of the defendant. 
immtdCtteyy following the ap-' 
prvhvnswn. 4

We have his somewhat cu- 
rous verbosity with the polke 
officers, without his ever ask
ing questions about his custo-.

-vTo the ponce mind, which 
may be somewhat USSed? 
and to the prosecuVon mind, 

. which is also probably limit
ed, this suggests dviiterate 
and prvmedttttcd murder, 
with malice aforeUoughtt.

Now with respect to the 
; defvndantts state of midi. His 
I testimony is rep^Vc with what 
. I consider to be lies, nomv of 
.it,dvmcontrabte, some not.

■ Anything in this cast which.' 
। would appear to indicaU t-hat 
this was prvnedlitated or de
liberated murder is denied by 
the. defvodcnt, /egadd^ of ; 
who said it — even by those 

j who were trying to help him, 
1 who advance hrs best interests 
1 in this ccsv. _ ■

Harking back to Alvin ‘ 
Clark, who told us t.hat Sirham 
said, ”I am going to kill that 
s.c.b..” the defendant brandy 
that a It. Bernard DiammdT

. You^ can, appreciate that 
statement attributed to him 
by Alvin Clark wasanindica-*



. , - «^’He’ said: ‘These notebOOkT^o change the subjeXJ. 
.were taken from my house want to discuss rente of the. 
without permission.” ! expert defense witoesss^s. I
1 That is not an Outburst if advance on this area with •

/ because it was known that be 
had' been identified at that 
time and place.
■ He says all witnesses who 
said he was rapid firing were 
m’:talea). Sirhan said an Indi

'• wluM next to him in'uniform 
(was engaging in rapid firc- 
th-s in the fact of tcstnlw 

' by witnesses who saw Sirhan 
z alone. -

■ assertion that these were m?s-
’ taken because Mr. Sirhan ap- 
predates full well that this

you will but consider the con-.' some trep'daticn. '
troth Thee is a awept of I am sorry the defense , 
.legal search and seizure, and, startfdZvith Dir. (Martin M.) 
this is what the defendant was, Schoor because, he may have 
using. He was Induing; in an. left a bad taste in your mouth s 
.itellectual argument—harkfe--' whh respectto the w^te fidd 
ing to certain batlies itttij of clinical psychology. ,

. have been fought outside youri Let's take the protocol he ,
' I will explain Mr'.--Sirhan’s presence. I robrnitted. I ftli tt was dis
-------........... .. • This was not the outburst of graceful. Subsequent testimo- 

an inraiiojiul or illogical indi-' ny indiiraird it was disgrace--, 
viftal, but of someone whose! ful. - _
■ sense of justice has been' up-/ He destroy ed whateverevidence of premeditation and

deliberation on his pan-hat 'set. Thai expctins some of the: Japes he had (of the mter- 
he appreciates that ii would be other behavior/- • — • j views with Sirhan). When con-' 
,logical for an assassin to en- ■ But you will note that he, fronted with this, he said,
gage in just this kind of firing ‘W if I kept all these tapes , 

I wouldn’t have any tapes to ,
has made sensc) He hasn’t, 
^ade sense perhaps in the.procedure).

- Why doe he say that Mir- m ay you are used to, but he is use, and I have been involved, 
^ . y — _14 “ — _ , I 1W /:« HMH*^AV> little OthMin six murder trials since ,■ Jam Davis is lying or mSitak• 

• en? Because of the position it
^ puts him in on June 2., '

f rot divorced from reality 
■ This is one of the key issues
iin this case?

wWhy d^)C quarre/Ai We believe ittt the defer, 
William Blum?? Bo^te t^ .^1 is not divarad from ths 
inference can br drawn from : - '

then. ' ' .
I suggest that it is disgrace

ful.. .

• realty of his position as 4 
defendant in a murder case. ’that testimony that Sirhan 

wasn’t interested in seeing the 
senator outside on the Palm 
Terrace but that he wanted to 
seek a vantage point where 
the senator might be vu'’leta• 

' bier. ,

| It has been suggested that 
f this defendant exists in a de 
lusional state. ■ j

I wrats^tcerned by Dr. Ri- 
chardlson’s concluson of gran
diosity in Sirhan’s character, 
as demonstrated by his re
sponses on one TAT card and 
four or five responses on the 
Ro^shacbi).

The defendant has ahaasj 
had the hope to get away witi 

, A - this. He .knows some peepssI should mention the note-; s. ‘ r ko . . p.r, 
books. The complete demal, This hope is alternated wit! frrrd by Dr. Richardson.

’ ’ . | To draw the conclusion

- This sort of fragmentary in
donT like what he has donc formation was all that was of-

' even to the psychologsts ap-:
’ poaed.to assist hm of.itr i wp rOmc to the claim o that this indlraied a paranoid

amnesia, one in which he ha concept of nralditosty docs 
persisted. TMs is extreme^ violence, to ■ judgment ? and 
strong evidence ttti he is »(. good reason. ,
suffering under 2 ^teste Psyrhotogical testing is dr-

notebooks and various sheets 
of paper-some of that is 
highly uneasonabe, such as 

• his denial of school notes.
; But the denial of the politi

cal content and to Ml those 
. reiereoces to political figures 
;. and to Robert F. Kennedy — 
5" he renounces the whole thing, 
j One of the reasons he rc- 
! nounces it is typical of his 
i outburst It is .significant in

system. "---(
This is a defense mecha- 

n’m worknag. and a common 
occurrence. The more heinous 
the crime, the more one trees

i to convince us he is not rr- 
sponsiblefor the ac and ihr 
more likely it is he will fall 
back on the defense of, ‘Well,। the makeup of the defendant. 

In chambers,, addressing ( 
tile judge, he said he would i 
rite plead guilty tt^ tare * at nrrtier wh at some oth-

I just don’t remember.”
We will talk about amnesia

. these nrtrbooks come into ev.___ - c



Individual 1$ Ike at the time 
. he takes the test, to tell us 

■ things about his makeup 
■ which may or may not be 
apparent on the surface.
' I suggest i.tat these psycho-
logical tests do not tel.us

»whether Sirhan in the early ; 
' mtrnIog hours of June 5.1968,
. was able to harbor malice j 
aforethought or deliberaee or 1

. prtmtdiitate murder in a 
meaningful way. I suggest 

' quite the contrary.
I am not going to go 

through all of Dr. Schorr’s 
report. I want to talk about 
what Dr. Olinger referred to; 
as plagurrism. ’

, In taking language from Dr. 
Bressers, btti;-itlc thnngs

’ that concerns me about this is
■ what was dcmoostratdi on 
tDr. Olingers tenth precau

tion, the reportorial stye of 
psychology.

• Remember his word viper, 
’ which be said was an acre- 

• nym standing for ventilation, 
instruction, persuasion, eoter■- 
tahmentt, and recording.

. When he borrowed this par
ticular language. Dr'.' Schorr 

■ was cboccntlatiing on the "e” 
-contetaaisstent.

I suggest to you that the 
conclusion can be drawn that 
eotcrtainmont in a report is 

% inapproprIaate in a courtiwm 
' of a capital case, particularly 
with respect to the killing of 

' Senator Kcooedy.
Dr-. Schorr is personaiyy by 

me consigned to oblivoon in 
’ my argument.
• He was io^wed by Dr. Ri- 
chaidron. Dr. Richardsona's 

.; protocol was a far more work
’ manlike job. ■ 
.. ,I think Dr. Richardson is a

;- in this cour■totomy 
1 Dr. Eric Mar/s, who testi

; pretty good mechanic,, but be fied for the defense, distm-
also displays ctrtain limRa- guisted himself from the oth-

-5’ions.— ers in that he never expressed
• a clinical diagnoss of Sirhan,

1 which I find somewhat nter-

I-^ZRichardson almost ioiar*^wali<c^ of knowinghe^Sdtiog^ 

ilably respoaded to my the wrong.thing w-teaSHTg 
| suggestions with “Mr. Fitts, Coiog the wrong thing. ■, ^ 
J i.tai is not in the literature.”;' It doesn’t compare at ai$ 
i To’my way of thinking, a’ with Dr-. DiamondCs testimw-;i 
- little someth.ng more is re- ny. Dr-. Diamond tells us that :•
quired in the inerppctfatO)ns tie usual Sirhan is a harmeejs;

' of the Rt>rshachit. Individual. Dr. Diamond
Something 

what Dr. Oln
| the administration of these 

tests would be ■Offlconccd' 
somewhat by the reiaItosship 
of the examiner to the exam--!

. nee. It suggests to me that: 
Sirhan’s degree of cooperatom' 
or eagerness to pease D^ 
Richardson was t.otally lack-; 
'ng with Dr. Schorr-. !

This may explain some of 
the discrepance'es which exist 
between the resutss obtained, 
by the two , i

Four other psychologssts. 
testified in this case-Dr.:
Howgjd, Dr. Crai^Dr. sc-j 
wadand Dr.'Dev^. They all| 

; said in effect, “me, too." _I Just don’t sec how proles-
The My explanaUon.I have.; 

. or this is that it its somewhat^ 
-’ like the probeem of eliciiiog
i.the aid of o^ physbans in ^sirhonss coodiiion) could be 

explainedl as that of a younga malpractice case. They ai] 
belong to the same fraternity 
..'. There is a certain reluc
tance on the part of even 

• reluctant people to come to
court and knock the proees;-

I sion.

Now to the psychiatrists- 
we have heard from three. 
Psychology is an art; psyche 
try deserves the label of sci
ence. But if psychiatry is a 
science, one is going to expect 
some kind of agreement 
which was not reached by the 
three psychiarrists who were >

esting. ,
. Dr. Marcus said the usual, . .
^izhan ... is incapabe© ref-“cam-es «caoIofsd? .

iificant is | didn't seem to find this defen-
said, that dant clinically psychotic, er 

“ the. ! , L
I have suggested to you th^.j 

Sirhan led to us all and with/ 
a very logical reas»-o>;; 
avoid the full consequences of; 

■ the act at the Ambasis»dor,£ 
Hotel. Anything he can sug-f 
gest to you that he went to the ;. 
Ambassador Hotcl almost by ': 
chance and that the gun ar-*- , 
rived fortuitously' in his hand ■ 
is grist for his mill. • -» 
1 Dr. Diamond also is a Johnt- ^ 
oy-come-Iateyylo this trial. R • t 
is quite possible that this de-\ 
ftndaoit in custody had at-? 
ready structured some sort of 
story which be hoped would 
exonerate him from the crime - 
he had commuted!.

Dr-. Seymour-Poll
ing the transcript and talk
ing with the family, concluded

man always livng in a minor
ity... a bit of an introvert, a' 
bit of a failure, a person who 
fell off a horse ... not autis
tic in the way the term has. 
been describedi.

It is conceded by both sides 
that Mir. Sirhan is not a well 
mam. The question is how sick,, 
is he. The question is what - 
does “mature” mean. The 
question is what docs “mean
ingful” mean. •
“Matwre”-oodl enough to 

procrcaec, ripe for pickwg- 
Does it mean you must have ■ 
the global view of the world of * 
a great sage or phiksopher? 
What exactly is “mature”?

What is ‘‘rhtaoiogful”? How 
much is the individual re-’ 
quired to read into his con- ^
template act, More it, he.



'hNJindividuai'after mater®—-/He is the man who' tvsti^ 
and -meannful reflection /fed) with the ability to antici- 
would .commit murder. - | pate-he could hardly wait for,.
{ Yet murder is commonplaej h® ^^1*° askt’e next 
in our societal'. What are we to .. question—with a sense of the , 
do with indvviduals who com- Zh-’’^ Hv .deliberately •, 
mit this? [ ewe to usc four-lctter words*
, We deal in a society that is Si’^pi^ at t’v
still grappiing with the solu- 5e 22$ sO^t Exuuse me* 
tions to the problem of crime, K-urinor J)tyou1 think » 
still grappimgasbest it might Sk nnJ^ ,
with what can be described as-. n-JnX know what- he was 
criminal responsibility. J^1 1 am cer^au that hf.
n In terns of evaluating, hu- -
man conduct:, we seem to be ^n■T’iS1mai^iei’Vetill“ai*n 
back just where we arc here— rngthours-of June 5 ’ad some 
with 12 people in a box2 X rS 
’Twelve representatives of so- "him’Jou haVt ,hct?d,^boUtl( 
. civty judgmg human conduct SawhXT^ “e^onnee 
as they deem it best for society htJLWt£^? fenon he, 
ty .... setting standards! !SrmOmeWhV^M0n^ S ^ 
Thee .is nothing better than wSuSl^O?.15 Srhf’' 
.the jury system. No computer, to himh* youVVishl to, asorb- 
can do better, and nobody is '■ . .- ■ sr*
even trying' to invent a com*' •Th® question is» that given, 
putcr that can. . ..: :^v degrceof mental im^ss or
.,Wv admit Sirhan is less.'S?^^^^ f you
'than the full man. How much «d fti'^vH ? 5^. he yct 
less I don’t know. He is the ’J^V ab^ty to harb2r “al- 
man you have seen in court, 

. thv man who testified on the
ce and maturely and mean- 
ngfully, whatever it means to' 
ou, premeditate and dehher-■ witivss stand vagcriy ... ”-------"“’“r

■ wit’ flair, with inteUiveceo ^ oiwha it Es too takv 
somewhat unusual in criminal b^rLoi 2 ^ciioW human 
courts if you accept my word-.^g’’ Thatis your job.
iforitr’1 * ’’/fa|rk you. ____£
" * COURT RECESSED

* r
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DEPUTY' DISTRICT ATTORNEY DAVID FITTS 
TelSJyiy Sirhan acted with malice aforethought—.:.
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Cooper Admit:’ Defendant Killed Kennedy but 
Cal’ for Secojna-Degree Murder Verdict

BY DAVE SMITH
- . Tmes Staff Wrierr

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and stats.)

‘ • W® ar® not here to free a guilty._BX law, h® ’aid.' th® ,j^ury ,mur^ 
man>" defense ^torney Grant B. make a presumption of a t®■frp- 

- - — - dant's innocence,'and in any css®
where thsy feel reasonable doubt;, 
they are requird by law to return 
ths les’rr of two verdicts. "Rrsro- 
nabl® doubt.’ hr ’aid, quoting a 1 
deceased jurist, ’is like Rvc. You 
can’t define it, but you knowit wton .

mau> urirnse atx^vne^^ v»m^t ~- 
Cooper said Thursday of ^Sirhan 
Bishara Simian. ’He i’ guilty of
having killed Sen. Robert F. Kenne
dy. We are not asking for an 
acquittal. • ■ -

"On the facts of this case— 
whether Mr. Sirhan likes it or not— 
Mr. Sirhan deserves to spend the 
rest of his life in the penitentiary.’

you've got lt.’ _ _ - <
In Sirhan’s case, Cooper said, 

whether he .had diminihedi mental
Cooper, in a detailed explanation 

of the various arpecrs of th® law that 
Superior Judge .Herbert V. Walker 
will give the jury to judge th® facts 
by, said th.at on the basis of both 
evidence and law, the defense "will, 
ask you to return, a verdict of 
m^^^uT  ̂ 'admitted: ’Can'there be‘SOy »

Such a•VerdlCIMCOOper ’urvSto ’ ^ in anyone's mind but that hl's 
w^d j^en^? us^t?m^™ was pomicai?' ■
’entente Sirnan to lff® in prison. :, „ . p l)(i H . . .
"Because of th® conduct that, . But mwyM® s^d,ir not on® of 
brought him to th® bar of justice in 
this case,’ Cooper said' ’I woultot 
want Sirton Sirton turned loose on

capacity to maturely a°d mtomng- 
fully plan Kennedy's death ir th® 
sol® issue. And, he added, only 
circumsaantial evidence • 1x1’1’ to 
help jurors determiine whether his-, 
capacity was diminished'. , ?

,As to Sirhan’s motive, ^oper , 
’ A/..mi'HA4« 'f^A^ IIZAWA ItA AWW AWAL

I-3 LA Tims’ 
Los Angels’, 
Caalf.

society.’ _
Then he added: ’There are two 

Sirhans. There is a good Sitton a°d 
a bad Sirton, and the bad Sirhan!’ a 
nasty Sirhan. I've learned to love 
th® little, good Sirton.’ ’ ,

Describes Reasonable Doubt

! the elementis which must be proven 
to justify a verdict of murder, 
whether first or second-degree. The 
proper elements, he said, are proof 
of intent to kill, ’willfulfy, deliber
ately and prrmsditatedly.’ • ■

Further, he said, under Sutton’# 
defense of dirnin’shdi capacity', it 
must be proven, beyond reasonable 
doubt that such premrditation was

Da'®: 4-11-69 ,
EdiUon: Home '
Author: Dav® Smith 
Editors Nick B. Willlm”
Title: Keni’a.t

Character:
or

, mature and meaningful.
Cooper, carefully unwinding a -Cooper snd th®jury c^d, tf-* 

summation that was expected to chose, s^me that Sitton’s own 
conrume all of today's session, story was ’a tissue of Iks,’ accept 
emtorked on his analysis of the 1 the facts as stated by the prorecu- 
applicabie law, he said, ’not with tion and conclude that it would b® 
t]pp h0n® of turning Sirton Slrtian i!i>gicsl to pretend Shton didn't 
loos®;' . ■   '.-«T“5r®mrdltaleKrnnrdysteSh^ ,.

Clasrliicatinn: 56-1^6
SubmltUng Office: Lo’ Angell’



»j/fcr3eS?ic< Could Mean Life W^/^rhan, ParoOESgl- 
2 , "Butstils he said, a sScOrddSegeca1caS^eek the die' orKenne- 
r,verdict could provide life in prison.dy. just as Kennedy's 
. for Sirhan, and could'still take' brother, President John F. 

; account of the defense centsniibnl Kennedy, had been assas-.
that Sirhan’s premsdiaateon was not seated fVe yeas before;. 

^mature and meaningful. z . , . [That was a herr■)bts act,"
. Becauee of a diminshhdl capacity Parsons said, then added: 

’ to reflect on the consscfaenSes of his J- ’There isn't a man in 
•. act; Cooper said, Sirhan wasn't. Ameri<ai who shouldn't say 

- capable of what the law would a prayer for the remainder 
‘ consider mature and meaningful of that fam!lysvs«y 
"malice rferetheurhUrano«ter relight.’ .
j. quircd element in a fisst-degree'i Sirhan, who sat smiling 
Tmurder conviction. ’ : >„ through most of Parsons’
* \ .Attorney Russell E. Par-sons led' delivery and seemed espe- 
■' elths dosing argumenss in defense cW de^ght-i at , the 
’:of Sirhan earlier with a ringing, im- emotional high points, 

ptssrened declaration that nslthsr a grinned and quickly "Co;v- 
• death sentence nor life impriorn-’ sied his mouth with his 
^ment would be a just verdict for right hand as'; Parsons 
4- ’this poor, sick wretch.’ u mentioned prayess for'the
E , ’I wouW like your verdict to spell; Kennedys. ; k'

in every handeS, on every desert in. Parsons prased the tes- 
■ the Arab republic and in Europe; timony of .psychiatrists 
, that a man can get justice in and psychoeogi$Ss who di
’. Amercat. . ,.... ;agnoSsd Sirhan as a pare*
t"',’And justice is not the death hoid.schizephrenic.

1 penalty or.Uffe imprsonnmnnt in this' J .Parsons asserted that 
■ case becausee that isn't warranteed—-’'Sirhan's behavor, both be- 
.not for this poor, sick Wistch who fore and since the crime,

• did not know what he did.’ - - was not ’faking.’ Even
• . ■ ’It's going to take a little courage ' Sirhan’s coui‘roo>m behav- 
. to return a proper verdict in this for, Parsons said, shows 
< case/ Par-sons told the five-wornap, that he is sick.
j- seven-man jury, ’a little courage to 1 ’Ive come to sort of like 

f» justice is den^:ithe fslIew,'JParsons said.
’re j ’Vai!

V'
!That was a horrible Oct,

itetiaZi be done; 7™ can't be around him 
because this trial' is going w’hou1 Tfee ing. sorry because g g for him. I'Ve sat here and

.in .. the history had him reach up and hold 
my hand, like a baby. One

< down
- books.’
\ In a dS-mimne discourse minute .he’ smart as a 

whip and the next minute 
he doesn't’ know right 
from wrong.’ •

Par-sons was follows! by.

£ dotted with emotional ap- 
?peals; Parsons' said: ’I 
I' don't believe in the death 
|penalty. I don't b^cve 
fVou can take thie life of . -
’another man. Only Ged New York attorney Ernie 
”cMWthat.’ *--------Zoa Be^cwho Con-

tended that Sirhan has
suffered deep ’traumata’ 
-‘•or psychologicall injuries .
—since his arrival in 1937
in'1asadenr. ’——* J

i
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■ Be Key to Keep Sirhan Alive^f ‘ y e
i * BY RON EINSTOSS . s'
S - 1 Tines Staff Writer .

Althwgh their Intentinns have 
never been in doubt, prosecutors 
now have formally asM that the 
jury return a verdict of fir^-degree 
murder against Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
han. !: • • ' h “

If they get what they want, the 
only remaining question will be one 
of penalty—daath or Iffe imprison
ment. • ,

, That decision would be .made by 
; the same jury.in a separate penal/ 

trial. ,
. • Both the prosecution and the 

defense at that time will have an 
; opportunity to submit’ additional 
i evidence and offer argurnenss. 
! V The prcsecutoms presentation 
’ ’ would focus .on any matters which 

would tend to aggravate the crime.
, • The deeenee, on the other hand, 
, would seek to get before the jury 
; । anything which might mitigat<e-or , 
I - favor—Shaan’s position. ■

^ A major factor during the. penalty 
proceedings may be the proposed 

. • arrangement early in the trial wnich.
would have permitted Sirhan to 
plead guilty to fisstdiegree murder, 

। with life in prison. - • • ■- If Sirhan is convict'd of murder in 
। the first-degtee, that might be the 

best weapon the deeenee has to save
1 Sirhan’s lffe. A ' •
1 Became of thus, dtftense attorneys

Grant B. Cooper, Emile Zola Beit- , 
. man and Russell E. Parsons most 
' ^keywin attempt to bring the 
■ matterto the attention of the jury,

possibly by some one from'• the' 
district attorney’s office-perhajs- 
even Dist. Atty-. Evelle J. Youngee-—'’ 
to testify about the plea bargaining, 
discussions. • • - -; . .

, _ This could present an awkward!’ 
situation to the prosecution and if 
already has led to report’s that Chief. 
Dep. Dist. Atty. LynnD. Compton 
and Bern. Dist. Attys. John E-, 
Howau&«nd David N. Fittswill not 
'demandl' the death penally. ■' h 
' But the death penalty is seldom 
demanded anyway. Usually, in prot- 
per cases, juries are "urged" to bring, 
in such a verdict. - , >.

The prosecution, .hO'wevelr, may 
even find it difficult to go that.far: 
because it once was willing to retUtf 
forMe. <

When Superior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker rejected the plea agreement it opened the way for the jury to, 
hear all the evidence in the case . - 

. And that jury may now decide," 
without any urging from the prose* 

' cation, at least in so many words,, 
that the only penalty for the heinous- 
crime of arelslnating a possible
President of the United States i’ 
death. ‘ Z«

• If the jury votes the death penalty 
it could be reduced to life in prison

Aby Judge Wake.. But a verdict of’ 
’ life’imprioonmnnt by the jury is' 
binding on the court ” ■1 --, ryA;i

All seneenees of death are automat 
. tically reviewed • by the State Su
preme Court. '' * T^-.' I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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.Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn Com^geTof the gun that killed Sen. 
ton who will conclude the caseiKennedy.” , s ,

By JOHN DOUGLAS 
" HeraMtKiBn»er Staff Writer

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Chief defense counsel Grant 
B. Cooper returns to the Sirhan 
Bishara Sir-han murder trial 
crurtorml today to renew his 
fight for a life sentsncs for the 
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert 
F..Ksnnsdy. ’

Cooper and his associates, 
Emile Zola Berman and Russell 
E. Parsons, have stated in their 
summaUons that they want 
mercy tempered with justice for 
the young Arab;- . ’, 
. As Cooper sees it, justice will 
require, Sirhan to spend the rest 
of his natural —s behind bars 
serving out a sentence for sec 
|»ddsgrss murder for his June 
5 1^ Ambassador Hotel slay
ing of Kenedy. -

for the jury.. • - J.-Moreover, •Crrpsr told the
Yesterday, Cooper startledj}'^'- 'hat ^ *sAw*s, 

concerned!, with the excep^flon of 
even-one in the anw- the ’psychiatric evidence in thej 

case, it was free to accept all; 
the evidence against Sirhan as;

nearly everyone in the armor-
plated, eighth-floor, Hall of Jus
tice courtroom except the defen
dant when he told the jury: y,
“.,, I Whether Mir. Sirhan 

likes, it’or not, he deserves to
I spend the rest of his life in a! 
;I penitentiary.” ’ ■ ■ !

it was presented by the poosccu- 
tion. , 4

The jurors coaid,' if they

Sirhan, obviously prepared for ^1 
his lawyer’s tactic, remained! ’

choose, be said, vjfew Sirhan’s 
own testimony as a "Wue of

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Cdif.

’ If the lengthy murder trial 
goes according to schedule SIP 
han’s jury of seven men and 
-Avs women should begin their’ 
pslilstraOoas Wednesday. Coop- 
'er is expected to consume all of

impassive and showed no emo
to®-

"We are not here to freea 
guilty man,” the defense lawyer 
saidl.

‘We tell you he is guilty r- 
havng . . . killed Sen. Kennedy

. The direct evidence Ts that

■ ‘Thus is tile point I want you 
■ to italicize . . .'So far as I am 
concerned in the dSfeeusslaa I 
am going to have with you and 
in the appHadoon of the law, 
you may assume that all of the 
facts are not as the defendant; 
has testified to ... that his is a!

— - , . tissue of Hes, and that all tie
Sirhan’s finger pulled the wf^ with respect, to the shoot-; 
' ’ - |ing, and evslythulg except the

(opinonss of the psychorogis’s1 
and psychiatric are as they

■ today and port of Monday with
his summation. , r.

He will be foioowedTbyTChief

uMmay assume,■'aiT-tri
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r» w »4, it, . ^, >„ । ■ . .►*,»-> । , ,
- my. point ,of view it would .be 
illrgcario suggest this wasn't a 
wilful, deliberate and premedi- 

(tafted mute«t.” ‘ .. '
, <-The jury, he said, coutd as- 
som^ an this, and still find 
Sirhan guilty of only seco/- 

degree murder. Jf fact, the de
fender said, under recent Cali 
forna Supreme Court decisions;, 
' a kiliing could be wM, de
liberate and premed‘aated and 
be but manstttughter■— if the 
defendant was-^uud to have 
dimn’shnd mental capacity.

y«Ths d^mlnShel4 mentalca- 
paciyy, 'Cooper 'saM, wasHhe 

, central issue .for the jurors to 
decide; Prenedtaation, i!eiiietca- 
irn, and maice connected with 
the- Kennedy kning must be 
.shown, beyond a ■reasonable 
,doubt, to have been “meanlng- 
ful and mature” on Sirhan^ 
part for the jury to find him 
fumy of fisst-degree murder, he

• said. ,
< * If there was reasonable, doubt, 
- he said, any such doubt must be 
•t:■lsoIved on Sirhan’s behalf.

vReasonable doubt, he told the 
-Jury,- is difficult to define. He 

• quoted the advice of a deceased

define it, M you know i‘ when sometile$ dropprng his voces to
. you've got i‘.” , • '
■ Siticn’s past conduct^ his 
meandering notcboo’s, his 
threats against Kennedy in the 
notebooks, all served to show he 

■ could not bave “meaningly and 
[ maturely preneditaeed and,de- 
. liberated’’ the killing. Cooper 

said. ’ , •
■ Cooper further told them, that 
i‘ was not necessary that they

• fully beleve that Sirhan suf- 
l fered dimiiii$hed ccpcctly. If 
:any reasonable doubt was 
raised in their mimfe, he point
ed out, that doubt, under Cali
fornia law, must be resolved in 
Sirhan^ favor.

■ Cooper said he would' deal 
with the psychiatric testimony 
in greater detail when he con- 
timed his address today. He 
conceded at the outset, howev
er, the testimony of Dr. Bernard
L. I 
trist

a whisper as though to share a 
, confidence with the jurors.
■ His eelivety contrasted sharp-
. ly with ‘.hat of Parsons and 
, Berman. The former, a lawyer 
I of the old school, gave the jury 
, tol>■ttamplgg, William JennUgs 
. Bryan cotrtiiom orctoty, 

tell^ng them:-
“I would like your verdict to 

; spell out in every haW on 
every Arab desert . . . that. a 

' man can get justice in Amcriaa. 
. That is neither life imprSron- 
’ meat (for fhst-dggree mttelt) 
ner the death penal! because 

’ this case doesn’t warrant it. Not 
for this poor sick wretch, no 
matter what he did.
“I‘ will take a little, courage 

to return a proper verdict in 
this case... a little courage to 
(see justice done, but it can and 
must be don” '•

told the jury that ‘‘taumatic” 
experiences in SiriMmsnfOe- 

fore the shooting had 'crippled 
him psychologically. , ,. •

The first trauma came when 
he was a child in, Jerusalem 
during the 1948 Axdb-paesstiee 
war, -arsons said. Hc claimed! 
Sirhan, at age 4, had been per- 
momently scarred! by the hor
rors of war. , ,,. .

After the family immigrated! 
to, the Untied States, Berman

J, Berkeley psychta- 
claims Sithan shot

Kennedy while in a self-induced 
‘rance, might bc hard to 
swaiow. But. he in$’sl<ei, “he 
understand this . .”

Cooper, when he’ began his 
remarks, immediately set out to 
establish a “just us folks” rap
port with the jury. He disdained 
use of the courtroom mctro-

Berman, New' York tnal at
torney who virtual! abandoned 
his practice to join the Sirhan 
defense team, added;
“Sirhan is so unaware of his 

oblgatinns to society he must 
be held under control.

■ f^lTte C^J^’ti^ Hc spoke coway - 
. TtTftTs like love. You can’t|tsttlly in a convctsatioicll tone,

‘But I ask you plain and 
simp!, and I am not a beggar, 
that in the name of humanity 
we do not send for the crime of 
murder in the first degree, a 
mental cripple.”. ,

Berman and Parsons both

said, Sirhan suffered other trau
mas, ,

The first, he clamed, came in 
1937, shortly after the family 
settled in Pasadena. “Dear ever
lovin’ old dad (B’shaaa Sirhan.) 
departed for Jordan taking the 
family savings with him. He has 
not been seen, nor heard of to 
this eay.” . ' ' . ;

Si-Ws traumas continued to 
a few days before the slaying 
when he suffered another — 
Kennedy, whom he loved and 
respected, announced be was in 
favor of givng aircraft to Israel 
for use in its fighit against the 
Arab nations, Berman said. ,

Since the assassination, Ber
man told the jury, Sirhian has’ 
made no progress toward rc-1 
gaining his mental hectthI; “he’s 
going down hill.”



FD-3S0 (Rev. 7*16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

।SIRHAN DEFENSE ANSWERS ‘

i Chief defense counsel Grant . We are not here to free a | If there is doubt in year 
B. Cooper began the final or-guniy man. We tell you, as we , mind as to whr1heF'itiKiUld 
guwen! on behalf of Sirhan. , always have, that he is guilty be murder in the secon/dc- 

.The following are ercerpfs;of haw MedSra. Kennedy, gree or man/Oughter, it 
from Cooper's remarks: , ’We are not asking for an would be your duty under the

• ' . acquittal. law to return a verdict of
We expect that under the manslargheer, providing that 

evident, whether Mr. Satan !

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-10 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Calf.

Let me take you back more 
than three months. You re
member being examined by 
attorneys on both sides to 
determine ‘if you could sit in 
this case .. . if you were free 
from bias and prejidicee. Each 
one said that you were. .

likes it or not, on the facts of 
this case, he deserves to 
spend the rest of his life In a 
penitentiary. .

I propose to discuss with
, you the law and to attempt to

you entertain reasonable 
doubt. ' '

A reasonable doubt is not a 
mere possible doubt. It is.. . 
you the juror say that you can 
not feel an abiding conviction 
to a moral certainty. Not an

You were asked if you ap-1 help you if I' can with wbat absolute certainty, a moial 
... .... ... .... ..o. p <1. >..-;,-:,. !„ .«. — —^ certainty is all that is re-preached this case with an the law is in this case and 

open mind. Each one of you then to do my dead-level best 
said that you would. You were' to apply the law to this case. 
asked if you-would equally Not with the idea of turning

■ - ■ - Sirhan .Sichau loose.... but toapply the laws which favor 
the defense and those which put it in proper... and Intel*

quireti.
I heard “reasonable doubt” 

best expressed by Judge 
(Leo) Aggeler: ‘You know 
it’s like love. You can't define

favor the prosecuto®. Each 
said you would.

You were asked if you 
would imply innocence. You 
said you would. You were

ligent perspective.
- Let ‘me explain how your 

instnccUons will come ... 
Both sides prepare their con* 
caption of what they think the

it, but you know It when 
youve; got it.” That is just as 
good a definition of reason* 

। able doubt as. there is.
। You have been bombarded!

asked if you would follow the law is‘ We subm^ Hem to his ’ with the testimony of expert!!, 
law with respect to dimi. ho^r . ■. ,his ho^r has t^ Ao expert winness is a person 
ished capacity Each said you ^st word. He reUs us what .who has special skill, known* 

- ‘ y law he is going to give you SO edge or training ... You
' that when we argue the Jaw to should consider their back-

would. .
You were asked that you 

would not allow sympathy or 
bias or prejudice-symiathy 
for the Kennedy family or the 
Sirhan family-o interfere 
with this case. And you said 
that you would not.

Over and over ... you 
were asked if you wouM keep 
your minds open until you had 
he’ard both sides of the case.

We are here, Jades and"

you we will state it truthfully.
First I think you should 

know what the presumptinn of 
innocenceis. If after consider
ing all the evidence you coCci- 
tain reasonable doubt as to

should consider their back-
ground of experience and edu- 
catk>a and the credibility of 
tfe education. You are not 
bound to accept the testimony 
of any expert.
'You arc not to decide the

wMlcr iC should be frst-icase in cioformlty with the 
degree or second-degree mur- number of witnesses. The pro- 
der, I believe his honor will section has put in 60 witn.ess- 
tell you that it is up to you . es, the defense 30. The de- ' 
under tie law to give the' fense has called more sports 
defendant the benefit of rea* than the defense. The ouestion

*C01CmPn“.to exa« that. sonable doubt. -------CTe quality of the WitoesSe^sr. • 
pedgentom you.----------------------------------------------------------------------------qy ”•

larnv'WMm nmw'jjf
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There is a difeeencee Je- er -which points to his“inn^“4Was it a matirre motive; 
tween'direct and circumstan-1 cence it is your duty to rejectwas it a ^reaningifl^mottve^ 
tali evince. Witney said ^t ^ ~}nt5 to ^ and UVs take ex^ss torn 
Sirhan puBed the tngger— ..,,/„*.. ,c^„, lathings you have heard over 
that is direct. CtrcuurSttantlal accept that whuch ihows1 his and over again. To do away 
evidence comes into this with mnccence. ' with the government and de-

Because of the testimony of clare anarchy. Is that maturerespect to the defendant!^
state of mid . . . the infer-'au the PsychjafrisSs and psy. thinking? Is’that meaningful 
ences which we draw fr'omchologisls • .. because of.hIsl*hnnking?
f^ ’ ! conduct at tie bar of justice, In hs pronuncimento, he

Whether by direct or cir- in this case, I w-ouWt want wrote: “I advocate the over- 
cfImstantiaI evidence, the pro- Sir-han Sirhan tunxd loose on throw of the current President 
(^cutm muit establish tte society when the psychiatrists^ the United States of A™^ 
facts to prove guilt beyond a tell us he is'getting worse, ca, I have no definne plans
reasonable doubt. Th™ ™ Sirens the yet, but wM soon composed

On the real, only issue you 
have before you as to whether 
or not the defendant had di
minished capacity,'tie only 

: way that can be established is

There are two Sirhans, they^^ wl ^ -5°®'' 
good Sirhan and the badJir-somy Is ^ “aurSL^'- 
han, and the bad Sirban haileg!'Is that meanmgful w
nasty Sirhain. I have learned 
to love tie good little StrhBB. 
But as lawyers must do what

ing?

by. circumstantial evidence. $ rght for him to the best of 
That is the guts of the whole our ability, we also have a 

• case, the whole sole issued rerponiibllity to society, and I 
, this case.. for one am not going to ask

His “Robert F. Kennedy 
must be assassinated before 5 
June I$6$. I have never heard. 
Please pay to the order of of 
of of of of of of of of of”-H 
of’s. Is that mature and mean
ingful thinking? ■

All murder which is wilful,
, You are not permitted to you to bring in a verdict of 
i find the defendant guilty . •.’ ^ than guilty of mfrdcr w 
’ uniess the proved circumn-the sea>’d degree. bfcmcd.itated and deliberate

p^ Adi,, ’Let's, take motive. Can therewith malice aforethought is'
fTT^not °S m'Ibe any Question in entonert«ufetf in the first Xgree. 

tent wdh that the dfrmm», mind but that his motive was Now I would epprecatte it 
guilty of the crime .. • but;political? very much if you wilViaiiciae
cannot be feconclted with any WKm we talk about crime.what I am about to tell you.
other rational conclusion. If we talk about the elements of So far as I am concerned in
the evidence ti’suscCptiblC to crime.‘Murder has the foioow- the discussion I am going to 

ing elements: There must be have with you and in thea wasoaaKte imerpretation the jntent to kill. In first- application of the law, you 

oreofwhcJn poms t«UK!degree murder, it must be may assume that all of the 
defend3ntss guilt and the'W-wifK deliberate and preme- facts are not as the defendant

ditated and it must be the has testified to them... that 
killing of a human being.Mo-'his is a tissue of lies. .. and 
tive is not an element. ’" ' ' an tie facts with respect to 

the shooting, all things except 
the opinions of the psychia
trists and psycholcgsss, are 
as they say. - ------^

»lS * rmt —



*

zYM^ssFmt ^di Your next insinccfion l$JolStUSfctcr■ Thc•ltwtaliteLwfc«
.rom my .1pooL,oLv’ew?1?Be1ttw of dimlnSheed ctptchdom elStlnguisCes between 
wof ^bcict ’^sugges’ty- If you find from the cvi.^<ecgeee murder, second- 
r^J?? w^t a wf^ that at the ’me the degree murder and man-
tS? tOd ■P^cm■edltatedalleged crime was commt’eedslaughter. It depends on the 
murd^- the defendant had substantial- kind of mind you are dealing

But.-J wert to point out you ly ."., reduced mental etpte■wi’S■'S this 2 bad mao?
hav!:f de“c and ity, wSctSer‘ caused by mental; 1 am not ovcrOx>klng that 
premedtaaeed klUnag in man- iflieess, intoxcaitinn or any the man killed was Sen. Rob- 
slaughter. . . That is the law. ether cause, the court will say ert F. K^^y, who left a

Deliberaee means formed or to you you must consider tOife and 11 children, one of 
arrived at . .. weighed or what effect ’his eimlriishal whom was born after his 
considered for and gainst the Rapacity had on the defen- death. ' -
preper course of action. danrs ability to form any of| Rut WSta was the mOitiCe?

The word “premeditation” ’^j^c s’^.s ^ tre.’he Nothing for gain for him (Sir- 
arernts thought over before- rS^km^5 of mudor-han), a political motive, yes, 
hand. ■ Remember ... the. e’e- but something in hismindl. He
' The Jaw doesn’t uoeerttkre m^n-^^ was ^t. How

to measure premed’tatoon of^lLkill.’.plcn}^’taCe aoe d^ stuped. He believed he 
eclii:Kration .. .-the true testS^'Af reJ^ upo°, the shouldn't have been punished 
is not the time elapsed but’heg^^^ of the contcmpltiCel for A. How stupid.
^»» Af u. -a— and) ' , Let! take koUc/ afore-

Theu If.,you fo'd tht’ the dofa* thought. Malice is expressed 
.-*_.

extent of ’he .mature and)'
meaooggtu^ reflection. T^u . ,, . ■ -ought., ^ce « cxprcole-d
cold, calculaedd decision mayd0. . ™enta’ capaerty was when there is manieest intent 
be arrived a’ in a short ’ime. ^mnsh^ci to the exte»t wt to kill a hunan being.. The

To coostifuCc a wilful and Xhav^la Je?^Otb'C ‘doub’mentei state must precede 
deuterate killing, the slayer wh^hT heddme^n^^^ than follow the act.

must Wt andconslder
question of kilting and the ‘ ' ?ou c^ ^ ^O1
reasons for and against, and him gu^^Tmud^ I’^ 
having -jn mind the conse-mris’, d^^ei The o5^^0- 
quences, decide to and conv,£°n w’h respect to stf> 
mit the unlawful act causmgib°ing: mt**:,.*^ v r 
death. • gl The next thing rs mahe
- Som^youj^yh^^ icfSW afiretiougUat. In that
drf^f^L’he.Psyc^is^s8 slaughter. It has got to be acase ^ defendant would be 
dart ’e^no^n^ d^sion between ’he two de- enttfled to a verdict of w
SUZu not adD?Ji it of mu^- slaughter.
/eflec’ upon acx. Dr. Dit.
more ... teaches in the K^^hooteath ^ he ini?^ ** some forgotten 
schools of cr'ininncOoyy, lawK^y^ £ people Jo this case. There
and medierne. Dr. ^13^01^^ fne other people who
appoineed by the court ^TT’1’,^ sh°’’ h ^ault with
also ’old you that in his opin- e second gr or mtn^rcn’ ’o commit murder 
ion . .. Sirhan coudtn’t mean*

ether than follow the act.
Insofar as diminished ca

pacity, if because of mental 
illness or intoxication or any 
other cause, the defendant is 
unable to govern his actions 
... he does rot act with

ingfully and maturely 
premedttaee and deliberaee, 
couldn’t meantogfulty and ma 
turelywegh the facts. As did 
thFcim i—*-> ,

Hero must be specific intent 
to m In manslaughter the 
specific itotent to kill is not 
necessary.. What I am telling 
yonslegtlese.  --------->



.ff firJshdfnd,a^^ The peop’e and the del You will recall a peccusa 
essariiurmnAJhe^ arc entity to theincident that hap^ejedr!^tre

. WM ^:avfttorflrw^hC'ac^ej^ individual opinion « each ju. whenj^re® d ca-Mrs-.
dant guilty of assault with i^’'Each oS® of you is Su—Sirhanto the stand 

■ intent to commit mrader ^peme in determrnigg the Mr- Cooper (Grant Cooper, 
counts! JJ 5 and 6 If voufacts: Your powers are equal another defense attorney) 

• find him notguilty of murder ’even above his honor,'in a, stated that the defendants; 
outbumt had very greatly up
set Mrs. Sir-ham Munir (Sir- ' 
han’s brother) sent word that

• find him not guilty of murder, ____ - i
by that verdict you have de- jury trial- You are the judge 
teraijned that there was no of the facts’
specific intent to kill. You The reason we have 12 ju- 
would only be able to find him rors is so that we have 12 
guilty of assault with a deadly individual opinions. You mus 
weapon ... a lesser offense, agree, before the verdict can

It is the law of trassfereed 
intent, • , ■

be reached.
You have told us, you will 

recall. . . that you would not 
compromise just for the pur
pose of arriving at a verdict 
. .. just $o you can get home 
earlier. •

And God knows you are

1 There.?8 no question but 
what Surhan Siphon intended 

.t° kill Sen. Robert F. Kenne-
dy. When he fired all of those 
shots.. ...I don’t think he had 

. reabzedt he/had kUed Kenne-. ■ -
dy. The pulling of the gun in ea^ to get home- • 

, my opinion was a continued . '
attempt to try to kill Sen. COURT RECESSED
Kenner,. ■ . FOR THE DAY

she really didn’t want to go 
on. ' ,

Those are the circum
stances under which we put 
tie mother on the stand.

This is a very vital situa
tion. You should bcar in mind 
that when Mr. Sirhan stood up 
and said he wanted to dismiss 
bis lawyers, he was in a very 
distuned state.

Since June, I have practi-^ 
cally.Jived with him in hits jail
cell. Mr. Berman (Em.il Zola 

i Berman, of defense) had giv-

we discussed at length when

^an, up his business in yew- 
‘ . York and come hereToTelp

we examined you ... that is 
tle”ineiV^dSal opinion of each



Mr. Cooper came into this'best, experts avaiJabee. D^J'LI may go. bat^■"trSM<-rs. 
tasos•srra as he was a*bieSchonf (Martin M.) may haP®1 ’nd hsf SS r^ id 
to. They had given their all to made some mistakces, but he “e best ’^e couM with thiS 
this case, That alone should is a man with tremendous boy. •

Hc was hurt out here at themean someth^ to you.. background. That hasnt been 
\ They have all said he wars disproved. • .
Sick There is no doubt about | And I'd stake this case on 
it But how sick;? tDr. Seward .(Georgere Se- 
”The mother took the stand ward), professor at USC. Sho 
.

.race track. He loved horses; 
The frustrations mounted up 
'until this fellow didn't know • 
what he was doing;. ;

and told us she and her family'examLed! these reports of Dr. Here we are with a perfect 
■'were Palsstininns. All of a 'Schoor'and,Dr. (0. Roderick) exampee of a man who fc rick, 
sudden they had to give ^Richardson and 'she didn't'In thi’ field they hardly refer

to persons as being “insane” 
any more. If you ever had a 
perfect case, you had it here. 
Here’s a man who warns' to 
stand up and fire the lawyers 
who are trying to help him.
i' I have come to like him. 
You can't be around him with-

up and hold my hand like athat mu’ juan was s^a, wa* hshv
he was Incompetent to form baby- , _
■ You have seen him. One

sudden they had to give up iRichardson ’— — - 
. their home; That is bound to find them wanting. ' 
, have an effect on people., | And she was selected for

They never got back. They that purpose by the oppoSt
are not Imm^annts. They are ton. ' ;
refugees who were brought. And Dr. ReVoSt-did he find 
here-under a bad situatm. Dr. Schorr or Dr-. Richardson

They were forced out of wanting?
itheir home. They went into a J n. Marcus was aonointed .housed years old. She told L the sZL^^^ out ^ sorry for him. j\e
• you about tee toiIst. the mg inetS^^^ ” Sers and ^d him reach

hole’ in the pavement in this that this men was sick, that 
, b^W , ' L „w ~ '

She told you about the food- Intcitt. .
' margariee, a Me dried Hour: Dr. Marcus wanted some mom*1* he appears to bc

. wm they; mixed and made help. The psycho^^st furoshr- sm’*< aS J "h?. “ex’ he
bread. It, it vnbsi:evab,e how es the toot to the p’yehia- cen t tsil light from wrong, 
they lived. ’ trist. ■ Dr. Maross suggested | I would like this vsrditt to

They got Ette medial care, they use Dr. Richardson.. . spell out in every hamlet, in
Ths;egW'srs’^.ou^ Arab desert and all
ly. Sam ’aw tins. Hs wa’ a ^ ^jone and said he want- over Europe.. that a man can 
young boy. .but it mu’t haveed ^ help the di’^ attor- get iisUre in America. That is 
!SiLastar^aramL. ■ A asv. Sine June, I have tried neither life imJrlSraMsnnt nor 
V There ’ barbed TTSA ‘’’stand off that kind of pro- the death penalty, b^ute 
barbed wire fence was Mt. as.. Everybody wanted in on this casc doesn't, warrant it. 
CKa tftlrt VAH hAf email <AM . y* - vAt wbaIaV

sat Sere and had him reach.

t
barbed wire fence was built.
She told you her small sra,hs .tt - ■ ■
ran into the street, was' " ■ '
pushed over by a truck andLHe ha’ the. gaU .^ t0m0 
?._’ ed .. - • >MkM a*« AAnrtAnin !w u-Are

Not for this poor-, sick wretch,
no matter whet he did.

PfShShvVSt fere ^>re end coadema the work Let u’ make ’ure ttatksS St ec^ w«h® «*■> ^ —sogghe ’^ s,in
“,« ■“' h" Wt ’n ^^.SvlTS k^hS wd^ 
Indeiibee impresson. ms man i’ more man’om
• Finally they came to thisTbS man it not a wnddaee 
wunUy-’s refgss?s in pSFil^irrilrst degree murder.

He did pretty will in school.
He played hookey from 

school to tend the van’s of hits 
poor dying sister. You can't 
be too bad when you do that. 
WJhonght we dd pretty 

well when we brought in the



In the end/she expired WthlAm^^ humanity. Ths jj. get Justice, whether it .is in 
himinIhe room attemptingtirquite a d^”^’J^eJe/1Ms$i$sijp>ior fa ‘O^Angees:
take care of her. ■

That was'trauma Number 
Two.

As the resut of this;, he was 
flunked nut of Pasadena City

quite M ^ocumen, -*-e • Mi^issppi* or An LOS Angec 
vealing of the trauma assrjl- it is going to take a little 
ing this boys personaMy and (courage to return a proper 
his mind: • verdict in this case, a little

courage to see that justice is 
done, But it can and must bc

his mind:
“Victims of the party in 

favor of-this declaration are
the pre$riinit, vta-preetident, 

* etc. down the ladder: The au- 
Three,. ... . ■’ thor of this memorandtun ex

Trauma Number Four DC-; presses his wishes very blunt
” ly that he wants to be record

ed by history as the man who

College. . t
That was trauma Number

done. • .
It will go down in the histo-

cuned on Sept, 23, 1966. He 
was working at the AItfiJiisdl 
Ranch and there was to be a 
practice race, a morning work
out with two horses.

' Millard She^f told us fog 
was 'the only unusual condi
tion. He heard what sounded 
Me an accident. He ran over 
and found Sirhan ‘W 
against the post and under tie 
rail-veyr seriously hurt, 

Trauma Number Four was 
another frustrated ambtionn.

We come to trauma Number 
Five, He tried to go back to 
the ranch but he couldn't do 
the work. He had to quit.

. ,He returned home to Pasa
dena and became secluded, 
and started extensive readmg 
in the occult and Rosicrucian 
literature and other such work, 
and experimenecd wHh tins 
business of the power ofthe 
mind.

ry books,
New York attorney Emile 

Zola Berman continued Ue 
closing argument in Sirhan’s 

triggered off the last war,” behalf. The foUowtog are ex-
Withnt three days of this cerpts from .hi’ rerar*’ 

pompous recIaratioa came i want to talk t.o you specifi- 
June 5, 1967, the commence-.caily, about a thing called, 
ment of the six-day Arab-1 trauma, Trauma is a blow °r 
Israeli War. This was the big- an insut—rrauma to one’’ 
gest resuw ofthem all, personalitty, a blow to what

On May 18, Sirhan heard makes a person terera what
Sen. Kennedy’s speech tia f he is,
elected he would make every Rm going to talk t° you
effort to supply Israel with 50 about the traumatic events 
phantom W We have thisupon SirharVs pcrsonaltty. 
from his mother-hee tore into- From a young boy to the 24- 
the icIcveiion. He banged on year-odd 'man—what it was, 
the ’tclcvssiorl. He struck at step by step, that put him in 
the iclcvision in absolute mad- the posture which created the 
— ' tragedy that blighted our na- ■nese-.

On June 1, he was at the., to®.
Corona Range, firing . on perhaps within five months 
that day he signed his own after they came to this coun
name 'and his own address, t^ dear old Dad was work- 
On June 4th, when he went tot ing in the backyard, and Sir- 
the San Gabriel Gun Club, he'han> then about 14, interfcrrer 

1 signed his name and his ad-;as a carefess kid in someHc complamed about head- _ _......... .
aches, became more and dr-ess. He was not trying, un- work the father was doing:, 
more brooriiig, quick to an- der any circumstaanees, tot As the father was about to 
ger-, obsessed wHh suspicion hide anytMng. !eirjkc hm Add (an ’older
and dstrusst. On June 4 he met Mystri, a them anr, would not allow
’ On-June 2,1967* be wTOie;JaJriLcnr of his, and had coffee brother) supped between 
declaration Of war- againstwith him • at a hamburger Papa to strike young Sirhan.

' joint across from Pasadena papa immeriatCIy confront-
City College. *"“"tS Mama and laid down tie

gauntlet that she must rake a 
choice between him and the 
childm,. f”"1—”



- Mama .said: “You aremyiWe have no way ofknowing 
husband and he is my child. over how long all of hisdrink- 

Dear, ever-Ioring Dad took ing took place, but we do 
aU the family’s money and de- know that Sirhan began to
parted for Jerusalem and has 
never been heard from since.

That was trauma Number 
One in the USA. •

In Sirhan’s third semester at 
’ Pasadena City. College, his sis
ter, Ayda, was tee victim of 
leukemia. It was for .Sirhan to

know that Sirhan began to
feci his drinking and decided 
it was time for him to .go 
home. • . ’ ’

He 'went to the car three 
blocks away and suddenly 
found he wots too drunk to 
drive. '

He saw his gun in the back 
seat and picked it tip. He 
returned to the Ambassador

spend day and night tending 
his sister and being absent 
fomJh^almostL.s^ get some coffee.
(Mystn had a Paper. whKp. AU thought the theme of tee 

Ee ga^Ao S^r^Sl^^ prosecution case is premedtta- 
an ad ter what he called tee t^n and planning. We have 
Jew Parade on Wi’shire ^^ this every way we.

Boulevard, not knowing ths !~B > • y 
was an, editten ° tomorrow; One thing is that Sirhan was 
morning s paper and that tee :J1W There was no conspire- 
parade was to be on June 5. e - p -' „’,.,:/.,).. \ cy here, no helpers here, no-'

He coulmt find tee parafe, body backing him up, no re
but he saw (Sen.) Kuchers ward for money. This was his 
headquarters and parked his act alone.
car. ■ x ’I You must 'remember that

A word about this car as when Sen. Kennedy was mak
, the getaway vthicte. That car fug his speech to his followers 
was three solid blocks from [n the Embassy , Room . .„., 
tee nearest entrance to tee; in was to go to a large over* 
Ambassador Hotel. ’ now crowd in tie Ambassador

, He went into the Kuohe! ballroom on the floor below, 
‘ headquarter ... not much and tee route to be taken 
, going on ... somebody told wouM never have taken the 
!. him there was a real bash senator and his entourage 
going on at the Ambassador, through the pantey. C

। He went by foot to the Ambas- 
i sador Hotel. .

There were bars ... and 
mirrors in the Venetian 
Room. That is pretty much of 
the nitty-gritty in this. There 
were mirrors everywhere he 
tuned!, mirrors in his home, 
mirrors in the hotel.

At the last moment, some
body changed his mind- There 
could not be any possible 
knowte<gabte waiting for tee- 
senator, where Sirhan could 

• take a. position where he 
1 would have a pot-shot at him.

I take this up becauee it has 
■ to do with the inferene that

It was by mirrors that he Sirbaa "a5 ^ng in waft • ■ ■ 
induced stlf•Syp>nos’s or- "^W f°r a crack y Kem- 
what is that term tee docteoredi^ This does not 2nd cannot 
use^a drssociative state. " no^ factsin this case.

Ths freakishness changes 
the whole history of ourcoun-' 

. try and possibly of the was.



Earler yesterday defense .
counsel Russell E. Parsons be
gan hie closing argument? on

’ behalf 'of Sirhan. Excepts ,
- komjfejemar^ _____ _  _ _ ,

' t" To Grant B. Cooper, chief counsel for Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
^J^Jrf the ™rde? of^. Robert F. Kennedy- 
Wsthe task of summarizing the defense's case. While freely 
admitting his dent's guilt. Cooper yesterday admonished 
the jury to consider “ratsoable idoiM' and “dMtteied capa- 
clyj-nhs final plea in the court of Superior Judge Herbst 
vTWolker. . r ,,_____^



RUSSELL PARSONS 
Third defense attorney'



Describes six traumas



CHIE£DEFENSE COUNSEL GRANT COOPER^
Diminished capacity ... is the guts of the whole case’



SIRHAN SIRHAN 
‘Unable to form intent’
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Kennedy Case, 
Suicide Linked:
, A young woman who 

. killed herself early this’, 
week was identified Fri
day’ as a go-go dancer who 
figured briefly in.the' 
Robert F. Kennedy assas-, 
sination investigation,.^ 

hce said. ' ; >t
■ Shte was Kathy FuWr 

23, found"7emIconfc?Ous' 
- Monday evening namo-:, 
tel at 2101 Parkside .Ave. 
where she had registered' 
under the name of Sundy 
Ros^ .She deed of an । 
overdoe of Seconal a haf 

' • hOur later at County-USC.
Meoical Center'. , .^
. She remained uoideoti- 

’ fied until .Friday when a 
girl friend viewed the 
body. No motive for her, 
suicide has .been estab-; 
fished. , ; .■ , • , -y?

- Miss Fulmer came; for-
vward when investigators' 
were seeking a girl who., 
wore a polka dot dress in'.; 
.the Ambassador the night 
the senator was shot. She 
told .deputy., sheriffs she 
Vwore a polk;. dot scarf and 
had been at the hotel. ;

. ' But, as tte investigation 
developed, neither Miss 
1\dmep nor any of several 
young women wearing 
jolka dot garments at the 
*seamtion scenehad, 
a ny bearing on the case.,- 1 n * •»n-*—uiin»»iw ne^ir
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Prosecutor Jolts Jurors 
With Question Concerning 
'Cause of Kennedy Slaying

. , by dave Smith ,
' / , , Times Staff Writer , _

The final word in defense of

2JJ hope? he added,,'thaL-Ijcan’ 
erase them all from your considers

; turn.’ ’
। Compton said the .psychiatric 
I, testimony had been so confusing 
1 and conflicting that 'I can be frank 

. to admit right now as I stand, here'
that I can’t answer the question of 
what Sirhan’s real motive was.’
' Referring to Dr. Bernard L.

.DOmoordss testimony that Sirhan’ 
was i/a dissociative state induced 
by the combination of .intexialtion, 

f rage and a rrlf•inducrdi hypnotic’ 
trance from staring into hotel mir
rors, Compton said, with thinly, 

| veiled contempt:- , / - A■ 'If you believe Dr. Diamond with 
■ his mirror act and believe Sirhan 
, was in some kind of trance^ so that1 
. ■ he didn’t know if he wason foot or

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

H-;1 Los Angie les Times 
Los Angeles, CaWf.

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was spoken 
Friday and his lengthy murder Uid , 
entered i.t.s final hours as Chief Dep. 
'Dist- Atty. Lynn Compton began ahe 
prosecutions fina/summ^^__ :

In a brief prelude to his argument 
Monday, Compton termed the case 
’highly overcomplicatd’ by psyche , 
atric expertise and jolted thm reven’ , 
mm, five-woman jury with a ques
tion that brought them to tfw heart 
of the matter: ।

’Did Robert F. Kennedy,, a young, ■ 
highly successful man at the peak of 1 
his career—a former U.S. attorney 
general, a senator from New Ywk 
and a candidate for'the Presidency 
of the cpuntay—did he breathe his 
last breath on the dirty foor of the 
AmbK’^or^Hote,, there with the 
__ nd .the dirty dishes, did he 
leave a widow with 11 children, 

use he favored U.S. support of 
the state of Israel or because he was 
a rubsaifute father image in romr 
Oedipus complex in Sirhan’s mind?

Prosecutor's Voice Disdainful
The defense has offered both 

theories as partial explanation of tte 
Palestinian Arab's motive in killng 
Kennedy last June 5, just after he 
won the Caliomaa Democratic pres-

mo

idential primary. _ -
Compton, his voj.ee disdainful as 

he waved toward a blackboard! ’ 
bearing the names of 10 ’so-called 1 
epers’~p$chooo<gi!sts and psychL 
atrists called to testify for both sideSj. , .. 
—aid hie had, thought of erasing ~ nifms’aughe 
their-names as he rose to speak,, but 
then changed his mind. *' t ■ ’

“horseback, then it wouW be inhu-, 
. ajan to punish-him for anything at

Then he added:- ‘
• "But if .you don’t buy it-He I 
don't buy it, and like (deputy’ 
district attorneys) John Howard and 

■ pave. Fitts don’t buy it — then; 
there's nothing left but plain old 
cold-blooded first-degree murder.’ |i 
( Says None Reflect Wisdom |

Compton Wied that the precis^- 
• definition of 'mature and meaning;- , 
ful’ premrditatinn that has bem so 
mutch a part of the drfrnsr case is , 
not a legitimate concern to the 
jurors because, he said, his office 
deals with about 35,000 felons each 
year, and in the premrditation 
behind all the 35,000 crimes, 'none of 
H reflects mature and meaningful, . 

- wse judgment.’
Compton followed a detailed four- ‘ 

hour summation of the fine points of 
.law by chief defense attorney Grant 
B. Cooper, who urged the 167 to 

, find Sirhan guilty of srcoy-degere 
murder and rrntrncr him to lffe im- 
prionment. .. .

As he had on Thursday, Cooper., 
rarr■rred that the drrcnec did not feel 
Sirhan 'should be given a medal for 
what he did’-or indeed, that he 
should ’ever be turned loose on 
society.’ ’

- - But, Cooper argued, the facts in
the case and the applicable Jaw, n® । 

। make a fij/-degeee verdict inappro- ^ 4
prfete. '

Cooper said the defense also would. 
not ask thy jury to return a

<✓ verdict — eVen

G
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'tthUituhe'’Chntended, the 
/evidence could warrant it 

? —ecrau’e he felt that 
:-such a request would s.im- 
"ply not be discreet .in this 
case, ' • ■ - k . .
.,'Cooper said :t,he jury 
could accept the.facts as 

• stated by the prosecution, 
■’ ignore .the claims of hyp-, 
notic or dissociative tran- 

■’ccsv and accept the 
cevidence of, •premedita- 
* tion that goes, back to. at 
. least 'May c1S"--theee 

weeks before the killing— 
. and still would .have" to 
; consider whether Sirhan’s 

plains were mature or mca-. 
' ningful. ; /

> Citing Sirhan’' ‘claimed
- amnesia about his’ writ
; ings in his -notebooks, 

. where he wrote of hrs 
’•intent to kill Kennedy’, 

Cooper asked, ’Why, why 
in God’s name did Sirhan 

' deny these wriiings?
Frankly, I don't know.' 
The denials;, Cooper said, 

' were paradoxical’ but in- 
■ signiiicant, in viiew of thie 
fact that Sirham admitted 

. on the stand several times 
-■ that he hated Kennedy 

■and on one occasion was 
so enraged that the said;

»'So help me God, I would 
■ have killed him on thie 
ispot, right then and 
there." ‘.
’• Citing'Sirhan’shaK-doz- 

’en outburst of temper in 
IheZCourt o in Superior

Judge Herbert Ve .'Walk
er’s chambers, Cooper said 
the tignlKcance of such 
outbursts was that Sirhan 
couldn't restrain himself,' 
even after the judge 
warned Sirhan .hie would 
be gagged and bound if he

• persisted. ••
■ Cooper said,he 'could 

have crawled under the' 
table:" when clinical psy/ 
cholog’t Martin.M. Schoer 
—-whom Cooper three 

-tmtus dubbed "the, little 
man in thie green sutt-, 
admitted that he had 
copied dramatce porUons 
o a psychiatriss’-recently 
publ’shc'd casebook while . 
looking for a punchy’ way ; 
to spice up his testimony.

= Cooper said Schorr 
' "made a terrible faux pas' 
and' "could have spoiled 
the work he had done by 
doing'such a .stupid thing 
.'.,.. But'whatever it was 
he • copied, it .wasn't .his 
protocol," said Cooper, ad
ding that thie clinical test' 
protocol, developed by‘ 
Schorr was substantially 
upheld by seven other 
defense experts. . . ,

. Concluding his lengthy.
summatwn, Cooper told, 
thejuy, "Imi thie last one

’ to speak on behalf of this 
defendant. When *1- sit 
down, no voice will be 
raised again in his defense , 
. . . We pass,from our 
shoulder’s to yours thie re- 
sphnsibilily and the prop- ’ 
er fate,of Sirhcn■“■Si^hcmu
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I~New Sirhan Juror to Be Selected
' An alternate juror in Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan’s murder trial will 
be selected by Jot to replace juror 
Ronald G. Ewj/s of Jnglwoooi, who 
was excused .from duty because of 
the death of his father in-Aloon/IH. 
Presiding Judge Herbert V. Walker, 
excused Evans during an extraor
dinary session. A group of altenartes 
has been sitting in on the testimony 
since Sirhan went on trial for the 
murder of Sen. .Robert F. Kennedy. 
Their five names will be placed in a 
hat Monday, and one will be drawn 
foTmSn&e trial. . « <—’
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-UPI Photo ( 

KATHY Fullmer, 23, who 
may have een "hie girl in  
the polka-dot dress" in the 
Robert Kennedy assassina
tion, has died,, apparently of 
an overdose of seconal. She 
said she was the girl seen 
running from Ambassador 

coftor-RFK was shot: *
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"Sirhan

y
, HerrME:x^Knref Staff Writer
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s mur

der trial went, into extraordi
nary session late last night in 
order to excuse one of the Arab’s 
jjurors whose father had died at 
iAlton, III. , •
! Judge Herbert V. Walker, pre- 
‘siding- over the trial, excused 
■ Ronald G. EvaX, of Inglewood. 
1 ■ The special trial session was 
held in an armor-mclosed! auxil
iary courtroom in the jail facili
ty atop ,the Hall of Justice. 
Sirhan was present and no 
stronger" to the room where the 
preHmnarriss to hii‘soort-toernd 
murder trial took place.

Evans, a telephone co 
switchboardi installer, was not 
Imnedtatbiyy replaced. Judge 
Walker said that a successor to 
the juror would be closest when 
court convenes Monday morn
ing. ' ■

Evans was the second casual
ty .in the Sirhan jury. The first 
was IBM computer p/gremmer 
Lawrence K. Mcrg/g who was 
dismissed from the jury when 
be suffered a bleeding ucler and 
had to be hospitalized.

■ The special session of court 
was called by Walker after learn
ing from a bailiff that Evans’ 
father had died.

Originally the jurist hoped to 
conduct the proceedings in Ue 
Biltmore Hotel where the jury 
is locked up. However, legal 
requirement call for the pres
ence of the defendant, in any 
matter affecting his Jury and 
the case was moved to the jail 
house courtoom. j

Sirhan, unshaven, wan . and 
dram, appeared in court along- 
slde-Eaxsons and readily agreed 
to the excusing of Evans;. IV

uror
£ After 
r-. Dies । 
-The session of court was held, 
almost on the eve on what dray 
be the final day of the trial of. 
the man accused of the June 5, 
1968, Ambassador Hotel fatal 
shooting of Sen. Kennedy.

Chief detenee attorney Grant 
B, Cooper. abruptly? cut short his 
remarks at md-afternoon yes
terday after again urging the 
seven men and five women who 
will decide Sirbanss fate to find 
him guilty of murder in the 
second degree. . (

He told the jurors: ,
j ‘'Suppose the decerned in this 
case had been a fellow by the 
name of John Smith, a fellow by 
the name of Jose GonzatesTW 

■George Washingt.on Brown .*.; 
ore of thecrowd!. • I

(Suppose you had the same 
rind of testimony. Do you think 
you would hesitate two minutes; 
in returning a verdict of second- 
degree murder as a result of 
diminished capacity?’”

Cooper conceded that Sirhan. 
riled Kennedy, and should go 
to prison. •

■ He even conceddd that Sirhan 
did plot Kennedy’ assassination 
and did intend to carry it out.

But, he continued to insist 
that the plotting and intenUoa 
were not ‘,merrirgfUl and ma
ture” because of Sirhan’s state 
of mind as it was found by both 

■ prosecution and detent psy- 
' chiatr’rts. 1 ;

“The eiirntial element of the 
crime is the intent ..to kill plus 
malice aforethought,” he said. 
Sirhan, he insisted, is not a 
rational man and could not have 
this intent and maltee.

I The defense attorney was 
:quickty followed! by Chief. Dap, 
^i - Ajty. Lynn D. Compton,

wh^wai make the’ finuX-speech 
for the state.

Compton spoke only hf 
before the trial was . adjourned! 
for the weekend. ’ ■ .

He told the jury:
”If you buy those so-caled 

experts (tec psychology and 
psychrarr’sSs) you have -to tum 
him loose. If you dont buy it, 
like I don't buy it ... there i’ 
nothing left but a cold-blooded 
murder.” -
’Judge Herbert V. Walkers 

initructirss of tew to the jury 
can easily be completed Mom 
day afternoon be said. The jury 
could begin delibrrakiOnnMirrUyr 
rervrrirJg. „
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BY JOHN DOUGLAS 
■ Her»d-<a«rniecr Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sir-han’s murder® trial today moves 
into a final phase as jurors will—vitthin a matter of 
hours—ake their place as deciders of the young Arab's

county, then, could reasonably 
be expected to at least triple-..

Law requiees that in a case of 
first or second-degree murder, 
each juror independent of his 
fellows—must decide upon both 
a unanimous verdict and the 
penality, if any. *

fate.
। The defasee of Sirhan—tie ad
mitted slayer of Sen Robert T. 
Kennely-has nothrng more to 
say. Grant B.. Cooper, Sirhan’s 
defense attorney, concluded his 
summation Friday.

It will be a different jury that 
determines SMant’s fate. .Ron- 
aid Evons. .Inglewoodl telephone 
instaler, was excused from jury 
duty late Friday when his fa
ther died at Alton, RI.

, A new juror will be chosen 
from the battery of five alter
nates this mornung; .

Defense and prosecution at
torneys alike are distorted over 
the last-mmute ’jury change.
• It raises, one said, the possi
bility of a hung jury.

The trial of the man who has 
admitted! gunning down Kenne
dy in the Ambassador Hotel 
June 5, 196$, already has cost 
Los Angeles County more than 
$1 miliion. ..

Should Sirhan’s jury be un
able to agree, a new trial would 
becorarnecessary. Cost to the

Cooper has made it clear that1 
the defenee believes Sirhan. 
should be locked up for the rest ‘ 
of his natural life. ■

He is a kileer, the defense' 
concedes-buut a killer who 
"does not think straight.” i .

Cooper and his associate de-' 
fense counsel, Emile Zola Bcr-' 
man and .Russell E. Paxsons, 
marnaam he cannot bc found 
guilty of murder in the first 
degree,' but should be found 
guilty only of murder in the 
second degree. . , ^ _ ■

However, Lynn D. Compton, 
chief deputy district attorney of 
Los Angeles County, summng 
up the case for the prosecu
tion, told the jury, in effect, to 
either fad Sirhan guilty .of mur
der in the first degree or find 
rim guilty of nothfag.~-^^ '
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Sirhan s Ja'te May Not' 
Be Decided for Years 

Death Sentence Would Automatically '
’ Be Appealed Under 
- Whatever penalty the' 

jury decides for Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, it could be 
months’or even'years be
fore his ‘ future is really 
'certain.
. On Monday, the seven
man, five-womian jury will 
begin deliberating whe
ther he should be sen
tenced to death, in San 
Quentin's gas chamber or 
to life imprivonmnnt.
1 If they decree death, 
Superior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker could, on his own 
authority, commute the 
sentence to life imprison
ment. ( • .
‘ .Barring that, appeal'd a 
death sentence is automa- 
dc anyway; under Califor
nia law. -- -
* Defense attorney Grant 
B. Cooper esHmaeed 
Thussday, ’after the- ver
dict ,of guilty of first- 
degree murder .in the 
death of Robert F. Kenne
dy, that it would be at 
least one year before Sir- 
han's appea-if there is 
one—wouM be resolved.
_He^aid he planned to 
fie a nolle of appeal on

Laws of California ’

. the verdict, but Indcaed. 
he did not know .whether 
he woud press an appeal 
immediately. • ' ,

•Partly," he added, "it 
depends on whether,., 
someone comes up with ' 
some money to conduct a, 
defense." Cooper has de
fended Sirhan, thus far 
without fee. ' , ,

As- to Sirhan’s more 
immediate movemen’s, it 
has been estimated! by 
both defense and prosecu
tion that the penalty 
phase starting Monday 
morning could wind up 
that same afternoon, or 
Tuesday at the latest.

Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. 
.Howard says he will sum 

, up the prosecution ar
gument "in 20 minueeS"" 
Cooper, arguing for the 
defense, says he will be 
"extremely brief." Neither 

’ side plans to call witnes
ses.

Formal sentencing by 
Judge Walker was expect
ed to be held about thee 
weeks after the jury re
turns a verdict in the 
penalty'phase. 7---------*
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11F3
7 By John douglas ’ ■
J- , Heridl-E-waieei-'Staff[Wrier* :
* Jurors in' the Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan murder trial returned to 
csurt this moningj to continue 
their deliberaiOon of the fate of 
the admitted! slayer of Sen. Rob
ert F. Kennedy. - - ■ - .

The jury of seven men and 
five women retired yesterday at 
2:54 p.m. following an hour and 
20mJnute instnccticn by Superi
or Court Judge Herbert V. 
Walker, who presides over U» 
trial of the man accused of the

Both sides say ijkUcm®.™ He could be found guilty •/
minds that Sir-han be found
guilty. The chief prosecutor has 
said that if the jury finds a first- 
degree murder verdict, the 
state will not “demand” a death 
penalty, but tell the jury >t 
either death,or, life imprison
ment is an “appropriate penal-

manslaugheer, wMch calx's :a. 
penalty of from one to 15 yen's.’

o Sccsw--dereoemurder-) 
penalty five years W hfe.

o Firs--degtee murder- in
volving a sentence of either Ue 
in prison or death in San Qum-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Her aid-Exam iner
Los Angeles, 
Calif.

June 5, 1968, Ambassador Hotel 
slaying of the New York Sena
tor and presidential aspirant.

lyC®ttal'ts'ttefw«t^^^ _ •■ 

the contention that Sirhan suf-' Sirhan will await the verdict, 
fers dimnsshed capacy-hatt in his is^^
he is so mentally impaired tteVn^r of the Hal «<•JusW- ,Hc 
he could not have meanmgulUyihas with him a BibT and four, 
and maturdy plotted and Ebooks on Arab politics, bis atto- 
cuted Kennedy^ slayn^. .^hey, Russell E. Pnrss^:t;■snTi 
’ Defining dlmnlthCdi capacity,! ‘

The jurymet for one hour andJudge Walker told the jurors: 
six minuees, then was sent to its; “(It) means that at the time| 
hStCl It was announced itof the .Mfing the defendant's- 
would begin drlibcrat.tions 111x1^ of mind .. -. was tultttlan- 
S o'clock this morning.' ' EnUy reduced by mental Dhtss,

Wnlkcrs$ instiUiciSnts fsll^swcdintsxicaiion or any other cause, 
thc summatea for thc states thc extent hc could not mean-, 
givcen by Chief, Dep. Dist. Atty.ngfWly and maturely deliberate 
Lynn D. Compton. He urged theind premedtlaee on his contem-, 

=jurors to find Sirhan guilty sf>llted act and harbor
. first-degree murder. The de-hnlice. - ,” ' ;;

fens® has nsked fsr n verdictof Four vcrdricts nr,e nvnilabte to 
| guilty of murder in the second^ jury: v

degr-ee.
• .0 It may find Sirhan ano

, tcent: „ • „  -------- 1.
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BY RON EINSTOSS ,
TlmM Staff WiHer

The circumstances of the Howard, who has been
murder and the conducfof‘assigned to the case since । 
Sirhan B. Sirhan were the momeots after the shoot
major contribute factors ;igr;o50d wj" ha^ri! 
to his conviction of fiist- began in January, said the 
degree murder Chief Dep......................
Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Comp
ton said Thussday.
, AppeaS* at l1Prers!tio" and that the jury 
co^Mencei. rdveral .im- must decide what-shoudd 
r sutefl the i verdcS1'’ be the proper, punishment 
Compton, flanked by his, for such iO act. • 
fellow prosecutors, David1 He hinted that he willN‘ aOd i Joh0 ,E hammer home to the jury 
Howaid, termed the jurys what he described as Sir- 
.decision "appropriate" and ha , iackofremorsP 
sac t..o■■:■eiiOr Ihe w111 a HeiSfoS 
of the community.". , , panel that while the elec- 
pyctoh wPo0S</hl>To w°.;.h. po„s • 

that phase of the trial, past Jrno 5 Sirhan went to 
scheduled to begin Mon- a pistol range. To be fair, j 
day, Compt.on saidr ^Howard said, he will say

"'I doo't think ft. appro-;all he can io Sirhan’s
prta1o for ..me.to express favor, but, he added, "that 
what we think would be' n
the appropriate penalty/ w b® very lltlle.. , „

He explained that "this Fits;, wwho carried the
is a unique case without brunt of the prosecution's
precedent." and that it 
should be left to a jury to 
decide what should be the 
"appropriate" penalty for 
a political assassinaton.

'An Obligation'
V The bury 47-year-old 
ex-UCLA football player 
conceded that the fact that 
the prosecution early in 
the trial agreed to accept a 
penalty of Iffe in prison 
"imposed on us an obliga
tion not to assert the death 
penalty as an absolute 
must;."
trB^he made it.p,laOn,thlt accept the diagnoasjofjhe 
How^^wMe^^ 
the pr oserutlon'r ar-
gument to the jury, will 
emphasize those facts 
which point to one pun’sh- 
ment.^, presumably the 
doaWpOnalty.

thrust of his summation 
w111 be that the killing of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy I 
was a "political arrarrina-

presentation in court,, re
mained silent during the 
press conference, but he 
said later that he was 
"relieved" when he heard 
the verdict.

Psychiatric Testimony
Compton who had asked 

the jury to disregard the 
trial testimony of psychia
trists, said he did not 
think the verdict necessa
rily was a reputation of 
such testimony in general.

Rather, he said, in this 
case . the jury "did not

— The facts in theSlrhaol 
case, according fo Comp
ton, poised overwhel
mingly to a first, degree 
verdcc.. He said he felt 
Sirhan’s outbursis in the 
courtooom "probabty had 
very little effect one way 

J or the other" on the jury's 
decision.

It was his conduct in 
plotting and carrying out 
the murder, Compton said, 
which was instrumenaal in 
influencing the jury.

Com pton commended 
both Fl11?. and Howard, 
saying "this-whofe com
munity owes a debt of 
grathude to them for the 
work they performed on 
this card."

He also complimented 
the three detende attor
neys, for their behavior 
during the trial.

Compton, Howard and 
Fit’s all have btto 
through death penalty tri
als before, Compton hav
ing obtained seven death 
verdccte. Fits four and 
Howard, who has spent 
much of his career as a 
prosecutor handiing major 
fraud cardr, one. • .

However, with all their 
experience, there has 
never been a Sirhan case 
—a political arrarrinatonn 
which in itself, as Howard 
said!, affects "our democra
tic processes? The tension 
has shown on their faces 
and in their actions for 

"months. . ---------- s- ,,
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defense case isBy JOHN DOUGLAS -MCcoiial th® . c. , .
ller;-t-.Exa.nrcrr Staff Wr^ the C©OlrOtiIt0 ?at “ ’f

,____ fers dilmlnsshed capaciiy-Shat
Jmoio in tile SnhcMi Mirna he -s so mentaHy impareed that 

Sirhan murder trial returned to he could not have memnngfulyy;
court this mornng to continueiand maturely plotted and exe- 
their deliberation of the fate of cuted Kennedy’ slaynig.
the admitted slayer of Sen. Rob-j Defirnng diminsshed capacity, 
ert F. Kennedy. Judge Walker told the jurors:

The jury of seven men and “(it) means that at the time! 
five women retired yesterday at of the killing the. defendant.’ 
2:54 p.m. follownng an hour and state of mind . . . was substan-1
20-mnut.ee instm-tinn by Superi-tially reduced by mental mire’’'., 
or Court Judge Herbert V. imtoxication or any other cade 
Wicker, who presides over tire to the extent he could not mean- 
trral of the man accusedd of the ingfully and maturely deliberate
Ju°e 5s 1968> Ambassae©r Hoe ahd premeditate on his contem— 
shying of the New York Sena-p ] a t e d- act and harbor 
tor and presidential aspirant. . maUce „ . ■

।The juiy met for one hour and. Four verdcc’s are avanaWe to 
sit minute’s, then.was sent te i-s .the u^,r 
hotel. Deliberations resumed1 © It may find Sirhan inno-
shortly after 8 o’clock this morn-eent. . '
ing. © He could be found guilty of

Walker-’ instructions followed 
the summation for the state

nanslaughler, which can-ess a 
penalty of from one to 15 years. 

© Second-dggree m urder-given by Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
Lynn D. Compton. He urged the penalty five years lo life. • 
jurors lo find Sirhan guilty of- © Firs--(regree murder - in-, 
firsbdegree murder. The devolving a sentence of either Hfe! 
fense has asked for a verdict of in prison or death in San Quen-I
guilty of murder in the secondtin’s gas chamber.
degree. i Sirhan will await the verdict
Both sidles say justice de-p his isolated cell on the 13th 

mhnds that Sirhan be foundfloor of the Hall of Justice. He 
guilty. The chief prosecutor has'has'Vit’1 hm aB'ke and four 
said that if the jury finds a first- book^lnhAab P°l*t-1^ 
degree murder verdlcr, the^ey. RussehTE. Parsons, smek
state will not “demand” a death

;penalty, but tell the jury that
.cilSer death or iffe imprison- 
men-j’-a’-n “appropriate pena--: 
ty.“ ------ — .
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Attorney Believes Judicial Errors Were 
> Made; Veteica Disappomss Defense Team

5 . BY DAVID URSEN . rf
T, ■ ' - . ’ • Times Staff Writer ' ’' ■ g ■ a

^ 'Naturally one is disap-jZZHlrT^e^
J poinetd’’ said Grant B^h'aTtskee ahat Sii-saatt- 
Coopee, chief defense at-’ 

' torney for Sirhan B. Sir- 
han. ’But Em not going to 

■ quarrel with this jury. 
They had the case fully 

, and fairly presented to 
them. .They have given it.

ments tie kept confident-! 
al. ; . * * 
,'Ask'ed/if' Sirhan fully 
realize! the import of the' 
outcome,'.. Cooper an
swered: ’Of co’urse." ■ 

... At a/news conference

’ before the .Court of Appeal . 
today, that ‘of Lincoln 
H,igh School teacher Sal 
Castro and 12 other defen-, 
dants, accused! of felony 

i • conspiracy for their roles 
| in student walkouts last . 
■ yea?- .(,If the court upholds the I 
; defense positoon that the ; 

1 grand jury was improper-- ’ 
I ly constituted— favoring 
•' certain segments of the 

ptophttoo—then. the &r-
- han case would have to be 
5 retried, Cooper said. •
'*" In response to a .ques- 
• tion„'the attorney. said * 
•j Sirhan has not indicate!

-... that he wans any change

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
JM29 L.A.Tms _
Los Angeles, CaUf.

following the verdict, Co°- , 
per ranged over .several 
.poinss.-.,- . •• J

■ j When asked if there had

~ of lawyers. ;
’ ’ Cooper said he had no. 

1 regrets about the course 
I pursued by the defense.
i ’I eon’a know of any■Sstious c6nsidstation and

;tsssrtea5ist'«ay; be^J^lctelOTO^u^ tned „. „s statM. -We 

Of'esfsnss attorny -Rus- ,re tength^. ptO*SSdOngr’■| did the best we could,^

» other way we could.have 
tried it" he stated. ’We,

■ sell E.' Parsons to the first- 
degree murder convcction 
was similar’. ’I,feel very 

- bad about ft" he said. *We 
have a sick man and the . 
psychiatric 'evidence was 

• overwhelming.’
. ■ A third defense attorney, 
'Emile Zola Berman, said: 
'’I'am disappoineed that 
our defense of diminished 
capacity wasn’t accepted.’ 
,, ’I just regret that the 
sciences of psychology and 1 
.psychiaryy are held in | 
such low esteem," he said- 
in New York.

Sirhan Disappointed’
. ’ The reaction of Sirhan 
himself was, according to 
Cooper^ one, of ’dsaap-

' He replied that he felt so.
Cooper said that regard-, 

less of whether Sirhan 
gets life, imprioonmnnt or 
the.death penalty, there , 

4 ’probably’ w^M be ’an 
appeal. ■

’ Cboper declined to re
veal what argumenss he*' 
will offer against the death 
penalty during the penal- ; 
ty phase of the trial, 

! saying he eien't wish to 
I telegraph his punches for 

the prosecution. „ £ ?
'But obviousty we dont 

. consider the death penalty

wS■1ora^ThaVs aft?
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on Life or Death 

■ to Start Monday

5 *- - — — ' * --wirsss #anr
! -At 11:09 the jury entered-equally' 
I rolemat,aad Superior Judge Herbert.
V. Walker asked, 'Ladies and gent- 

1 lemta of the jury, you have a , 
. verdictt?* • '
i *We have,.your honor** the fore

man murmured.. - I

’ BY DAVE SMITH
, v ‘ Times Staff Writer :'f

Sirhan Bishara Sirham/who . 
brought .his hate from the, land’of 
‘the Bible to a newer world, was 
’ convicted Thusdky of frsst-dgrree 
murder in the killing of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy.’ \

.The jury will begin dtIitt?laltion 
Monday morning’on whether he 

.should be rtntbnctd to death or We 
• imprisonment, in a penalty phase

. • expected to end Monday afternwn 1
. or'Tuesday mornmg. ' ^

The seven-man, Jive-womarn jury | 
siguaMed its arrival at a verdict at J 
10:47 a.m.-116 hours and 42 minuees 
after it began deliberaionns last 
Monday. x ;
. The tiny Palestinian Arab dtfea- 

‘dant showed no visibee rtaction’ar 
the verdict was r'ead. He sat forward 
in his chair, elbows on the counsel, 
table, and stared soberly ahead as he 
heard the verdict. ।

, ., ’ ■ Fusindde of Shots ,
'. For wounds five other persons 

in the fusiHade of shots that kiHed 
Kennedy last June, Sirhan was 
found guilty on five counts of 
assault with a deadly weapon with 
i■attat to commit muider.. Each 
convictoon carries a stattact’ of one

. Foreman Brune D. Elliott handed 
the 'veidiicts to .Bailiff. Willaid ( 
Polhemus, who passed them, tor 
Judge Walker. J

The 69-year-old jurist, presiding. 
over his last and most celebrated 

। case before retiring in Juiytscarincdi ,
I ttreTsfeveerdicss and patMthemgto

CQyJ±-Clsrk Alice NTirhikawe^via:^ 
read them aloud. . '

Sirhan’s family was not piesent 
• for the verdictt although most of 
them were in'court every day of the 
15-week trial. \ . . • ; ,

A brother. Adel, -30, told The 
Times Thursday morning—between

1 the time the verdict was reached , - 
and the time it',was announced—

i that *I don't think we should show
I up down there now’, do'you?*' \ ;

After the verdict,'.Adel, his moth-
■ er, Mary, and brother,,Munir, wept 
as they heard the verdict over their 
television set in theirsman Pasade
na home. \ ' s'

Verdict Not..Expected . ’’
’We feel terrible about the'ver

dict,* said Adet, his voice wavering
। 'There is nothing more I can say. •
' We didn't expect this verdict.’ ,

, After Aire. N’shikawa fin’hed 
reading each verdict, she asked the 
jurors: 'Is this your verdict, ladies

, and. gentlemen of the jury? So say., 
you one,, so say you all?’ •.,,
" Murmured assent was unanimous 
for all six vezdUcss. ’’ ' W .

Defense attorney Grant B Cooper'to14years. . , ' ;
Z Sirhan, 25, appeared solemn but - requested that the jury be poHed on 
nervous as he tat,tred the courtox>m the first Couni—tht murder convic-
trailing a cloud of cigarct smoke. He tlon-and? as each juror’s name was . 

.had a small smile for defense called, the answer was a firm/Yes? C, 
attorney Russell E. Parsons, who ' ’ '
Happcd*him tacouragia-g)y--thetht

, knee as hs sat down. •4
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-5 T - JulnttWtlktr then rAertihek, 
trial until Monday for Wpenaly - 

.phase and Sirhan, even before the 
- judge could say ’Remand the defen- ' 

, ,dant.’ was out of his .chair and
.stridingbrirklyfromUtcourtroom, j

OsraI^^&fromFastPargl 
several paces ahead of his 

' security guards.
- Cooper, who spoke with, 
Sirhan in a small holding 
tank moments after .ad-' 
jouniment, said ’his reac-; 

- tionwas one of disappoint
>' ment/ Cooper would not 

repeat what Sirian said, 
but added that-disappoint-J 
ment was 'evident 'by the 
expression on his face.’ ,

Cooper, asked his own 
reaction, told reporters in 

' a news conference , later, 
v ’Naturally, one is disap-' 

psinttrr.’ But he added: i
’I'm not going to quarrel 

, • with this-jury. They had, 
» thie case fully and fairtyj 
' presented to demand I'm, 

not going to quarrel, even 
though I might disagree 

with their verdict.’ ■
. / Cooper ddrcloredthtt he. 

had already made a mo-'! 
ton to impanel a new jury! 
for the penalty phase, but

• that Judge Walker, in a 
brief ‘conference at the, 
bench, had denied it. :
/ . GivesNo Clue „ ,i

Asked what testimony: 
he would present in the, 
penalty phase to show 

! Sirhan's life should be 
soared, Cooper said he 
didn't want, to telegraph 

= his punchies. But earlier he 
indicated he woudd at

. tempt to call Bist. Atty. 
EveUe J. Younger, Chief 
Dept'. Dirt. Atty. Lynn D. 
Cbmpton and Dep. Dist., 
Attys. John E. Howard

. and David N. Fitts to the 
, wttnesss stand to confirm 
that the prosecution once 

, was wiling to accept a 
plea of guilty with the |

. understandnng that Sirhan 
• get life imprisonment.

Cooper later asked 
, Judge Walker, in a brief 

proceeding Thus-day af-.
, terncom, to be allowed to 

' call the prortcution to the 
_rtatrLtlle judge denied , 

4'thie motion. r * -j

" ®2heJury lartntver 
heard ofthe agreement, if 
Judge- Walker had permit
ted Cooper to intscriute it; • 
some rouccrs felt it woudd 
have been a strong factr, 
in swaying the j'ury to-
ward a he reneenee.

Compton, at the .same 
news conference, said thf • 
.prorecution was pleased at 
the verdict and felt ’the 

j jury analyzed the 
I tvldtnie and txprerrer' 
i the conrcitence of the com-, 
।, rnunity, thie reaction of the 
1 communhy.’ - I
; System Praised '^ ’ 1
j He said the verdicc—and 
fthe lengthy trial — ’de- 
1 msnrtrated to thie world 
, that our ryrttm dser 

■ work.’ -,
1 Compton said the prose- 

cutisn woudd not specif--, 
cally urge thie jury to 
impose thie death penalty 

. on Sirhan, but said it will 
’express thie argumenss for 

• and against the death 
. penalty and Jet the jury 

exercise their absolute rir- 
crttion.* = ji

‘, ;Howard, who will argue 
i for the prosccution in the 
penalty pbae?, said he, 
.ineends to gear his ar' 

■ gument to Sirhan's ’lack 
of remorse and to the 

, effect of political asrarrm- 
- ation on the democratc.

process.’
Sirhan testified from .the 

witoess stand that he hat
ed Kennedy because:, in 

• his campaign, for the De- 
mscratic nomtnation to 
the U.S. Presidency, he 
had advocated sending 50, 
Phantom jet bombers to 
aid Israel'in its conflict 
with Arab natiotrs. '
Sirhtn also tertift<ri, 

Im not partiuaary 
proud, but Im not sorry, 
either’' about the death of, 
Kennedy. , . J

Not a 'Must' .
' Asked about the earlier 
.agreement.to accept Sir- 

■ han's plea of guilty, Comp
ton acknowttdgtd that the 
bargain struck last Fe
bruary *impaers on us the 
obligaHon not to assert 
that the death penalty is 
an absolute must." .

Both defense.and pros
ecution have said that the., 
penalty phase will proba
by bebrief•■ppsrsibty only 
itit^:WTsiurs, ofHayfc 

L two at the most. . ,

t
omptqn said to_didn> 
“tlrs’jury's verdicct 
necessarily reflected dis

dain for the rtftnre con- . 
itniisn that Sirhan was ,' 

. mentally ill and acting 
. under dimtn'lhrd mental 
i capacity when he shot
Kennedy;. ,

’I don't feel that the 
ver^ct was a repudtation 
sf-prychIaryy in general,' 
said Compton. ’I just 
think Cie objective facts 
were quite svtrwhelmtng 
evidence of premedita- 
«-» ”—

1 The Dryilittru
evidence, culled from TO 
expert witne^rer in three 
weeks of testimony, could 

5 still be a major factor in 
dtlil:eratioss on Sirhan's 
punishment, ...although. it 
was insufficient to in
fluence thie jury from 

. Thurirtay's firsiddngtte 
verrhct. —
' The verdict ended what 
, is perhaps one of the least 
rurpenrtful yet oddly con- 
trovtrsItl murder trads in

; US. history.
It was known from last 

. June 5tatnd admitted by 
the dtftnse even .before 
the trial—that Sirhan was 
Kennedy's killer. With 
that on the- record, the 
only questions to resolve 
in a public trial were 
whtthtr Sirhan could be 
heM fully reSponsibte for 
his actions, and if so, how 

, rtvertly he should be pun- 
1 lrhtd. ■ , ।
i Early in Februayy, the 

defense was wiling to 
enter a plea of guilty of 
first degree murder with 
the undtratandtng.iltt 
Sirhan woudd receive a We 
rtneence. > ' ‘

, The prorecution was 
: willing to accept ths ar- 
1 rangement, feeing that on, 
* the basis of their own' 
psychiatric tvidtncc they 
might have a-hard time 
convincnng the jury that 
Sirhan really restrvtr to 
risf-trM^r crime.—:-- s

t



"i

: B-Bgaam 'Rejected » ] 
. .But Judge Walker ire-. 
| jected the bargain, ruling 
I that the defense might, 
' change the .plea if it chose, 
but must take its chances .

(on.the penalty and letthe 
1 jury decide between life or i 

death. Sirhan was then' 
unwiling, the deal fell 

, through and the trial pro
’ ceedted. , ' { .
,' Irrtaation at the ensuing , 
. length and expense of the 
, troth has been widespread ; 

■ since; Us Angeles County= Supervisor, Kenneth 
Hahn, chairman of the 

.. Superior Courts COmmit
. tee, has issued regular ■ 
‘ press releases on the- 
; mounting expense, of the 
V Sirhan trial. ,He says it has 

now/cost* the taxpayers 
more than $1 miliion, al

' though that .figure is dis- 
l puled. t ,
I .The general pubhc, too, 
V has exprsseed anger at the 
; slow, deMbeoatee trying of a 
> defendant whose slaying 
/ of - Kennedy is beyond 
, question, even aemitf<dl. 
t . Complaint has taken

many forms: That thte ( 
I extraordinary security is

wasteful; that Sirhan 
should be summarily 
gassed; that Judge Walker 

1 should have accepted the 
guilty plea and sente^ 
Sirhan to hfe; that thte 

t protractlnn can be laid to 
the lawyess or the judge's 

V personal vanity and that 
• the taxpaying public
shouldn't have to support , 
Sirhan for the jest of his 
lffe. ’

?, • Special Facilities '
' On learning that a three
cell unit was being readied 
for Sirhan at the Califor
nia Medical ‘Facility .in 
Vacavihe, in anticipation 
that he might get We, one । 
man said with heavy sar
casm, "Yeah, so he can live | 

UkeaTKing up there?-—» !

r apperhapps the bestanowe® 
to such complaint's is 

■ Judge Walker's own. He 
told Thte Times last month 
that unresolved mysteries 
arising from President 
John F. Kennedly's assas- 
sinaHon in Dallas in 1963, 
and the subsequent killtag • 

’ of lee Harvey Oswald by 
■ Jack Ruby, cost the Amer

. fcan taxpayer more than 
$5 mUHon in extra investi- 
gatOon and answering the 
conspiracy theorists. He 
didn’t want that here. 
Judge Walker said, and so 
ordered all the facts laid 
brforr the public in a । 
hardffcuight trill. ■

. The late Judge Preston 
Battfe’s acceptancr of a, 
guilty plea by Martin 
Luther King's slaver, 
James Earl Ray, and con- J 

! ttautag speculaton about 
K. the truth in that case are . 

। also seen by some as a 
strong'argument for - 

■ Judge Walker's logic. .
„ The trial has held many 

moments of drama. • „ .
These centered mosUy f 

...on the tiny defendant-h's 
weathervane moods/' ins ’ 
impassioned anti-'sraeli 
lectures from the whness 
stand, his little fit' of 
pique and thlr big-rages 

. when he asked to die, and j 
all the smiles and frowns . 
that .so rarely matched 
what was being said in 
court. , , .

The most chilinig 'ingle ; 
vJgnetfe to illustrate the | 
peculiarly off-key quality 

■ to Sirhan’s respomecs oc- 
cur:^fd during defenee at

torney Russell EPPJtsonf 
tifelnnd-brimtlonr sum- , 
matoon, when he said, 
•There isn’t a .man in 
America who. shoulen't 
say prayers for the re
mainder of the Kennedy t 
family every night."

. Sirhaan, battling with a 
, mirthful smite throughout 
! the grandaatheriy Par

son's final plea, clapped 
’ his hand over his mouth 

and doubled over at that, 
, asif barely suppressing a

' ft ' Sign.' of Nerve's___ ^’
The trad didn't always , 

- amuse Sirhan.. Often he ', 
■ appeared brooding and 1 
... nervous, chewng at hang;- * 

nails, locking and unOcdfc- 
. ing his fingers, ■ darting 
- somber glances around the 

courtroom. He always sat 
with hi' chair drawn close*

, as possible to Parsons, 
touching thte old man, 1 
whispering to him inter-

■ minaWy. .’
And there were the

. temper Ramps, in court 
and out, stalngety trig- ’ 
gered by Impendtag intro- 
ductoon of the very things 

' most likely to save Siriain: 
—His notebook: a chao- • 

, tic chronhlte of his down
ward emOtional spiral, 
from personal fru'traition

I to general hostility to,spe- 
. cific murderous hate. The 

prosecutOon and the judge 
were using the notebook 

■ *to railroad me into the 
gas chamber," SWain told .. 
the judge in one behind- 

f scenes rxchangr. ;
Names Scratched ■

’ —Def^nr winnesses: in
cluding two girls with , 
whom .he .was tnaafuafed, 
who could.have, testitfdl -

1 to the emotional shallow- ‘ 
i ness and superficiality of 
! his dealing's with Othrr‘ 
I'people. Sirhaan angrily 

scratched their names 
from a witaes list and, in 
a dramatic open court 
outbusst, tried to fire his 
attorneys, plead guilty '

1 and demand executon.
' Judge Walker denied ihr , 
| demand and threafencd to 
' gag and bind Sirhan if the . 
• temper tantrums contn-- 

, .ucd. ' 1
v^sHi'schoo! grades and ‘ 
intelliencee ratingsttOng.
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“support for the^dmSfcH 
, contention that life had ' 
; shortchanged him from * 
• the beginning. Of superior ■■ 
, intelligence in some ways, -, 
J Sirhan couldn't . enduro, 
hearing that he was def-,'
;Cient in others, . ■ , <•
;' - By trial's end, virtually 
1 all the importers who had , 
,scrutiniedi Sirhan daily 
; for 15 weeks were agreed 
• that the little Palestinian, • 
i refugee was indeed men- • 
J tally ph Their only ques- 
■ton was the same one 
fplaguing the jury: How ; 
k sick was he? Sick enough 
.. that lt•mltlgated his 
- crime? In short, was he j 
more sick than guilty, or ] 
more guilty’than sick? . J

-- Peculiar to Californaa ' ’"
The defense has re-’ I 

volved on the contention J 
that Sirhan is both guilty / 
and. sick. This is. the 
defense of eimnn-hred ca- " 
paciiy—a legal doctrine 
available to the defense 

■ only in Califonria. +. ' „
♦ It is a doctrine that is 
: still being developed since 
’ jits first applcattion in 
11m Inbrief, it hoidsnthat- , 
La^-erson** may be_found 
; guilty of first degree mur
der and yet be unable ’ 
because of mental ilhees, 
r-age, fear', obsession or 
intoxication, to maturely 
and -meaningfully preme
ditate, deliberate and hold , 
malice aforethought. ' - -’

" Whether Sirhan's case 
fit a-., where onto this still 
’ineeterminate scale of re

’ sponsSbbiity was a subtle 
matter of degree for 12 
jurors to calculate and 
agree upon unanimous!y-

„ -• Sirhan was by no means 
the only person to suiier 
"damage in the Jong and 
often acrimornous. trial:

His mother, Mary, faith- 
.ful in attendance until the 
very end, iesplree a cur- 

। ious blend of sympathy 
, and bemused speculation ' 
as she sat day after day, 
gyrs.fiXre straight-ahead,,, 

. a study in stoicism. .

; -onyA feet,' lUd^ 
. tall, not pretty, with a face ; 

• careworn well past its 56 
years, Mary Sirhan lost • 

' her composure only rarely f 
■ in pubicc. ■ ?

Occasionally, when tes- 
| timony lanced a bit too 
deeply through her form- 
'eible emotional barri-' • 
cades, she -would cry a 
liltUe, and one could, not . 
help but be moved to see 

' the homey yet somehow 
appealing face crumple 
with pain. ।

She has buried eight of , 
13 children, been aban- 1 
doned by her husband, ' 
and it has been a wreteh- 

' edly unhappy Mfe. Who 
. could have imagin<ei it 
'could grow sq much 
fworse?? ' J
\ . Mother's Strength J

■ But always, just as the 
tears began, Mary Sirhan 
would, draw hrrsrif up 
short and reiterate her 
firm, perhaps unyieIding, 
belief .that God is on her 

• side and will give .her 
strength. ■

There is iron in this 
woman who could say, as 
she did one morniNg,. 'If I 
did not belong to God, I. 
don't know where Id be.' 
Perhaps. But no one en
vies her present .positonb

SirhaiVs brothers, _Ade1 
aM-Munlr, one abotthpi 
whom invariably accom- 
paned their m°ther tothe 
trial, took a more contem
porary but equailly stoic 
view of the J)ricr!rdings. • 
‘ Muni r, 21, did nine , 
months in- jail after a 

' teen-age dalHanee with 
marijanaa. ’I learned my 
lesson," he says. But then 
his -favorite older brother 
Jtllhd Kennedy and today 
Munir looks at the future 

• with a pessimism that 
could be youth, or maybe 
somethng more. ’When 
osirfais,/ weall ii,itf,■~hrs 
says with a wry haff-smite.

"- Adel, 30. a m.usician and ' 
epw“ihe only pnr'^rf-flvr 
brothess without a polce 
record, is littie more opt- mi’tic Remanded once 

। that he has a hfe ahead of 
him when the publicity is 
over-, he shrugged .and 
said, 'With my name? But 
maybe so-,~ .someplace 
else.* '" '■-'■" *

At teast four other per-, 
sons sufeerod in varyiing 
ergr■ers in the trial of a 

t man they had never heard 
I of before last June. These 
were two psychologi$ts 
and two psychiatrists who 
absorbed a good deal of 
hard cross-examination. 
, First was clinical psy
chologist Martin M. 
Schorr-, who, testified for 
the defense -that • Sirhan 
was a -.paranoid schizof 
phrenic, whip, in killing 
Kennedy, was foiling the, 
absent father he hated and 
feared. « • . ;

Rrpprtexs; were thrllld! 
with Schorr’s vivid, quo
table' language in. describ
ing Sirhan, and they were 
thriirei anew, when they 
learned it wasn't Schorr's 
language at all. He had 
lffted it almost verbatim 
- from a•JrC:rnitiyppbb-tshed 
book because, he con
fessed, ’I wanted a 
punchy way to Spice.up 
my testimony." .

Schorr never fully re
gained his composure once 
the prosecution t.cssre the 
word •pagaarism’ into the 
air. Defense attorney Coo-, 
per himSelf later referred 
to Schorr as ’the little 
man in the green suit.’

• Next in Line f , 
The next expert to be

- blsstered was Dr.. Berniaiidl 
• I. Diamond, professor. of 

Jaw, psychiatry- and _cr- 
rninokgy at UC Berketey, 

। possessor of a glittering 
i repuaatinn in the field of 

psychiatry and the law.
| Diamond, testifyng for 
। the defense with self-as

surance and a dazzHng 
command of psychiatric 

; rxprrl-gf, also ioune"Sirf 
, han a - mold schizo-’ - 4 «



^Phrenland SaidJuiM 
• that he was In a state of 
’self-induced ..hypnosis — 
from standing In front of 

* mirrors at the Ambosas- 
| dor—when he shot Kenne- 
1 dy- ■ '>..■■ ‘ ' / J
; In a’ dramatically writ- 
‘ten summary, from which, 
• he road in court, Diamond j , 
• admitted that the diagno- 
.sis might appear "an at— 
:surd and preposterous sto- 
"ry, unlikely and incredi
ble." But, he Insisted, it 

: was true.
: The prosecution seized; 
upon this admission and. 

, derided Diamond’s testi
mony and court-room man-J 
■ ner, portraying him ' as 
egotistiaf, omniscient and 
quick to dismiss the opi
nions of others. ■ ;

- Even Cooper, in his 
- summatron to the jury, 
conceded that "you might

; not have liked Dr. Dia
- mend's manner." ' -</■']
v Earlier Report Cited , , 
fe.Dr. Seymour-. Pollack 
f was the chief prosecution 
* psychiatrist. Hie testified 
■ that he found Sirhan men- 
। tally ill, but described him 
♦ merely as "a developing. 
,• paranoid peisonaltty." • 
‘ ’When.Cooper began 
crossiexaminaUon, it was

■ disclosed to t.he jury that 
’ in an earlier report to the 
j prosecution .Pollack had 
j diagnosed Sirhan in moire 
. seriouts sounding language 
• as a "psychotic" and a 
;'bordrrliee schizophre- 
* nic," - ’7

Cooper also elided from 
Ponack the. fact that.Pol-

• lack himseff, in the same, 
report, had urged that 

' SirhaWscape t^hLdtath 
;sentence. .. .. ■^..v'j

d ’’-PreceneeptionAingre^
J'Clinlaal psychologUr 

f Leonard-Olinger, a- part-. 
I time instructor at USCs 1 
• extension division/ was: 

• the" finial expert witness. 
. He testiied for the prose- 

cutipn that all previous 
- .ninc experts —mcldiing 
* PoHack for the prosecu- 
* tion-had exaggerated the; 
! extent of Sirhan’s illness. 
;/ Schorr's work particu- 
* larly, he said, was chiefly 
/ the tesult of Schorr’s own
.'preconeeivcd notion^ 
. about the case and his 
; expectation that h^would 
; find major iHness in Sir
: han., , • ’

Cooper, cross examimng 
• Olinger,.chafed him whh 
; having preconceptions of 
u his own■ipparticuiarIy>be-•, 
I cause it was on the basis of 
fnewspaper accounts of the? 
Ltrial'that Olinger phoned.; 
j the prosecution and f 

ferod to counter Schorr's 
‘ testimony. Cooper said

Olinger had solicieed his 
■ own - way Into the case 
uunsvi[es,.ai. ^
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' by davE Smith- ' ’
... v i V Times Staff .Writer J ;•’,.'’ 1 , 

,The case of the People vs.. Sirhan
*.Bislarra Sirhan went to the jury 
Mondav~15 weeks to the day-after 
the celebt-race murder trial began. 

’ After receiving one'hour of in
struction in the law from Superior 

- Judge Herbert V. Walker, the seven
man, fhewomam jury retired at2:55 
pmUo an upstairs jury room.,

There they elected a foreman and 
began deliberrttlng whether the 
admitecd killer of.Sen. Roberta.
Kennedy is innocent or guilty.
‘ Judge Walker told the jury four p______.....__ _ 
possible verdCs could be returned: menirlly to -meaningfully J 
guilty of fiist-degee: muder, guilty premsdiraee the killing. ;
,of sscond•degssc murder, guilty of '
voluntary mansUughtor or—3 vir- 
,tual lmporslbiliiy-r«cqifrfel. .

Thee jurois dsIiIs?lrte<di until 4 p.m., 
.,whaTthey were .taken to the hotel 
where they have been sequestered 

■ ritCs• the’trial opened. They will 
deliierate from about 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. daily, adhere to the short
ened court day Judge Walker has 
been observing beiaUuse of the need 
for heavy security whenever the
courtroom is open.

The trial reached its end Monday 
morning with Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton urging the jury to 
scrap all psychiatric testimony— 
’throw 'em all out in one big bag’— 

.and decide Sirhatn’s fate with ’plain 
• common sense and good logic:’

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Compton told the jury-it( 
। was, Charles Dickens who 
i once wrote, ’Trie law is an 

ass." Compton added, ’I 1 
think the law1 became an 

’ ass the day it let the psy- 
chiririris get their hands , 
on the law. |

He scoffed at dsfsnrs 
contentions that Sirhm 
was a paranoid psychotic _ 
and a schizophremc who 
suffered dissociative tran

i ces. Sirhan, Compton said, 
was simply •cunmng and 
vcnouS’" ‘ ,-• :

Sirhan, who chewed 
persiston-Uy on a hangnall ; 

। and lfetcnted quietly as ।
Compton spoke, fared bet
ter in Compton's summa
tion than did the psycha- 
tric protession. . ।

Compton ridkmed point • 
after point, doctor after | 
doctor, and the lengthy , -

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state..)
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expert testimony which ; 
paineed Sirhan as too sick _

■ ■ Disdains -Tests
.Referring disdainfully to' 

two batteries of psycholo
gical tests given to Sirhan, 
Compton said:-

•I say reject the tests, 
put 'em out, because it 
would be a frightening 
thing if the decision in a 
case of this magnitude 
turned on whether Sirhan 
saw a couple of clowns 
playing pattyakke in an 
inkblot, or kicking each 
other in the shins."If expert testimony 
could always; be believed,

Li,i Compton told the jury, 
ai-rtren cases could be judged 

■ without juries at all.
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Compton told the jurors 
he regarded them all as 
•aveaage people’ and I 
urged them 'not to over- ■ 

' complicate their decision ! 
because of the formality 
ofthe 312month-Iong tri- - 

: al. • i
’ He waned them, he ' 

said, to apprcach their 
decision with the same 
feeling of informality they 
would feel ’in your own 

dlVing-room’ and to ’just



. tion from its beginrin^ 
' until now, Compton vir
tually snorted:

*If he was a vegetable on' 
June 5, .he should have 
been a dribbling idiot by 

। the time you saw him on 
the witness .stand."
'But he was no such ' 

thing, Compton said. _ !
Compton said psychia- 

tris’ and psycholog’sss 
"don't belong here in the 
courtroom on the, issue sf , 
guilt or innocence’ and 
added "They can't tell you 
from showing Sirhan a to 
of pictures and inkblots in 
November, or whenever dt 
was, the kind of mind he 
had on June 5." . .

.He likened the psyche- ( 
tric defenee to "sort of a 
double-play combination 
-Sgiharn to Schorr to Dia- < 
mond" and said this rom- 
binaUon ’always throws ; 
to first base.’- • . ‘ ri.

'Derides Finding:’
Compton,. 47, m^-Ume. 

lsstbtil player -whore , 
'crew.cut has now tarned 
silver, derided Urn fad
ings of defense experts —- 
particularly two: clinical 
psychologist .Martin -M. 
Schorr and UC -Berkeeey 
psychiatrist Bernard L. 
.Diamond!. ' ,;
- He dismissed Schorr 
perfunctorily, saying, "He 
get’ all hung up on family 
relationshirs and father, 
images." He reserved spc- 
cial contempt- for the per- 
forrnancre of Dr. Diamond!.,

Compton said a prosecu-, 
tion psychiatrist based hm , 

• splnu>ns on the testimony 
of wtteeres, but Hhe ubi- 
quttous Dr. Damond, the 
walking lie.-detector, the 
handwriting expert, the 
gun expert, the psycholo
gist and psychiatrist" im-'. 
plied that all sthrr .witoes- 
ses rithrt knew nothing or 
were lying "unM (he), Dn 
.Diamond, descended on 
the rcrn.e.’ 1

. 'He-did it with mirross," 
Compton saidof Dia- _ 
mond’ testimony thtt Sm- ■ 
han had experimented 
with rrlf-hy’pnosis; with 
mirrors and inadvertently 
put himself into a trance 
before mirrors at the Am
bassador Hotel lastJune?;

* Itss-Uegifts you have and 
;use the processes you use 
>in ma^ng everyday deci- 
1 sions in your normal life." 
U Compton said he, like 
the defene?, wants ’the, 
world to know that Justice 
is possible in this csun- 

■ try/ and added: "The 
t verdict you return—which 
we urge should be first- 
degree murder—will be 
just as just as any other 
verdict."
i' Such, a verdict carries 
j only two possible penal--' 

ttes-eeath in the gas 
chamber or lie imprison

: ment. Compton didn't spe- ■ 
city a preference .for rnth-,

1 er. - re ;
c Compton said Jthe’only 
"issue for the jurors- to 
' decide was whether Sir- 
1 han's defense of dimi
nished capacity to mature

. ly and meaningfully pre- 
ymeditate and carry out his 
• act is a valid one. '
V Judge -Walker, opened 
, the mornnig sersls)tl by 
•■ instructing the jury te. 
, di’regard Compton's pre
' visus statements about di- 
‘ min’shed capacity on Fri
day. ■ .

, Judge Walker told the 
jurors that it is "a doctrine 

1 that is being developed’ 
, and applies te crimes 
■’ where specific mtent te 

murder is proven. Comp
ton had referred to dimi
nshed capacity in connection with crimes that

. Judge Walker said were 
, umedaed to this.
1 Compton said Sirhan 
' himreff, in "fencing" ma 
- the stand with his cross 
‘ examiners, 'provided the 
. clrarrrt evidence that he 
„ didn't suffer from dimi

nished mental capacity, 
5 but rather showed unus
’ ual alertness.
’ Citing prychtotric testi

mony that Sirhan's mental 
•4it»ssu.war one that was 
1 causing rapid drtrtjoial-




