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Just before he shot Kenne-
dy. ,
"I think Dz, Diamond s
completely and thorough-
Jy discredited and deserv-
ing of no consideration at
alL" 'Compton said. Then
he added, speaking of the
entire psychiatric profes-
sion: \
*Their whole reason

P e R ~

t
f
1 . s

dy who was shot fo death, wrood‘, was excused because

but added, *On the other of the death of his:father.
hand, you cannot divorce The replacement Was
‘your thinking from the ©o T
fact that it was Robert ¥. .,

Kennedy who -was mur-

dered because that was

why the crime occurred.”

-An ordinary citizen,

‘Compton said, would not

have incurred Sirhan's
hatred. ' !

. even for ‘being is to ﬁnd“""\‘fbmpton concludeiii':'-
a0 ol ()

i something wrong with - i
3 someone.‘_’And what better | *The psychiatrists say thet
sway to foist their theories | If you hate a man and kill
off on the world than in | him, you are mature 3nd
the courtroom?®  responsible, but if ‘you

Compton said 1 :
s’;wu{gpn%% §§‘ %;:;ec{ug hate him 2 Jot, you are not

the Tact'that it was Kenne. _mature and not responsib-
. le. Ladies and gentlemen,

. we ask you: Don't put a‘

i premium on hate.*
! One -juror was replaced
{ Monday, after juror Ro-

1

{ nald G. Kvans of, Ingle-,
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JurorS"' Slrhan

on Second Dearé{e

T n‘ ' BY DA\’E SMITH -,
' 'nmes Starf Wnre:* o

The” )ury in than Bxahata Sir-
han's-murder ‘trial returned’ to the
courtroom Wednesday to ask Super-
for Judge Herbert V. Walker fo
c}anfy his. u’xstrucnons on, <econd-

degres murder, °° .

i Aftet Jistening , “for; “about . five
minutes ‘and . noddmg that they
understood, the jurors filed back to
the jury room, where they deliberat-
‘ed for another hour without reach-
ing a verdict. At .4 p.m. they were
locked up, "ending the seoond full
day of dehberat:on R

" Jud ge Walker, re-read his otiginal
matruction but added another inter-
pretation to help clarify it:”

*If you find from thé ‘evidence
that, at the timé the ‘'defendant shot
and Kkilled Sen. Robert F. Kenuedy,
his '‘mental capacity had been sub-
stantially reduced,, whether caused
by mental illness ot intoxication or a .
combination, of mental illness and
xmbxbmg of mtomcatmg beverages,
or any other cauge, and if you find
that to'the extent that you have a
reasonable doubt, whether he did or

_could maturely and meaningfully
'premedxtate, deliberate and reflect
upon the gravity of his contemplat-
ed act or form an'intent to kill, you
cannot convict him of a wxllful
deliberate - -or premeditated murder
of the first dégree, but you may find
him guilty, of “urder § in the second
devree if you are convinced beyond

i PN
AN .“sﬁl“‘

2 reaqonab!e doubt that he had the

mental ‘capacity to harbor, or enter-
taimmiafice aforethoufvht Y N

>

"'""'ﬂ'ie ning debate undcrsco

.
: Qﬂ » wt.\.l«l— 3
B

v Speculation Undérscored .

The jury's question.and its Icl1
specula-
jon that the panel is undecided”
whether the killing of Kennedy was
fxrst- or sccond-degroc murder. - -
1~ Speculation also arose that specu- .
lauon ftself was premature, »: .
,More - than 130 ‘exhibits, were .
cntcrcd during the 13weeK trial,
iand jurors wx\hmg to appear. {fair-
inded might feel obliged' to cxa-
mine them all, even if, they had
lar:nved ata pnvatc ‘decision. g
‘Sirhan's- -controversial notebook
‘alone would require two hours for
cach of the 12 jurors to read. .
Verdicts of acquittal or.v o!untary
manslaughter—both’ *1b1e under
lhe.instructions given the jury by
hudgc Walker! ’\Ionday—-—are oonsxd-
fered highly unhkely
‘ ., Sithan is convxcied of m\t-
ldegree murder,” his trial would
prooeed the next day to , penalty
‘phase; in which _he could receive
cither 2 death sentenoe or life
u;nprzsonment o
"'{This phase - would' S short--
 possibly’ Just a ' few' houxs,‘ almost
[ e Atk

Tt

x*arely not moré than a
d'a) or two, i

After three weeks of psy-
chiatric testimony, atfor-
‘neys for both sides feel
there islittle left that could
be offered by way of miti-
gation for Sirhan's crime,
'and that the jury's deci
sion will depend chiefly on
attorneys' final arx-
'suments,

* Further, the prosecution
has already said it will not
urge the deatn penalty.

1f Sirhan is convicted of
second-degree murder, the
urt will sentefice Him to

A Serte

<
c qdq'uc’

[
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five years to life in prison,
N with the exact texm to be
) set Jater by the California
-Adult Authority. - :
" "Should the jurors find-
. -themselves unable to
agree on a verdict, 2 hung
!jufy probably would not
'result in a retrial of the
case. It is considered most
‘likely that Judge Walker
would take the case from
the jury and, depending
on agreement by the de-
+fense and prosecution, ac-
cept a guilty plea from the
defense and simply sen-_
tence Sirhan to life impri-
SONTIENT, S,

S e T fm et

»
% LU ES
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70 VERDICH  uccess

X 1;0 e:f’nt qjﬁdge;m :fycgg‘tij 2id Emjle Zola Berman—mov-
itan Hospital 75 bo ing to throw out his indictmient
thmaritan Hospital, some 23 BOWIS o4y, “grounds his grand jury
after he acknowledged his Cali-Go "rs® " rerosentative cross
fornia political victory and Was yion "of the population.. The
Room of Los Angeles Amhassezmag‘s’;m amid echoes of theprover foll flat. _
dor Holel, i i | His jury of eight men and four
Tt began fo end at 11:19 ax_ Within another day, on Jutel oS Y i,r‘f’pane,ed Yan. 24,
on the morning fft;‘apﬂl &lw&smﬁ’g}e&as(}‘gﬁﬁg t};f;‘Six alternates, two of whom
> in an armor-plated courtron ury 10T, . s aili .
o the eighth pﬁob;‘ of Los Aymurder. He was further indicted "o° to replace ailing and be
. Joeles Hall of Justice. ' |for five counts of assault with 2
“In the post-victory hour of the gg;i%t e With Intent 10.2n4 the 18 “men good and true”
California Presidential Primarsf™ R fondWETE sequestered In the Bilt-
clection, Sirhan Bishara Sichan| , T diminutive Arab defenimore Hotel, cut off from publi-
fired a .22 caliber mini-magnym|$a0t, fasistiag Tie could 0L Fescity about the evidence " they
bullet point-blank into the brain, member the mc;denti WhiCH were 1o weigh.
of Sen. Robert F. Kenriedy, D-|prompted s incarcerallon, Was -y oraevs began sheir opeding
N.Y., aspirant to the Presiden-

arraigned for the charges JuR® o mmenre. for and against the
admitted slayer of Sen. Robert

18 in an improvised courtroom in
the jail chapel at the New CouR-p " penpn sdy, Fev. 13, and called

ty Jail their first witpess ‘Feb. 14.

o

RHAN CASE: SHOOTING

v
s |}

f
1

Y

Sithan’s day in court began

emeB2s MYRNA OLIVE
« Hersld-Examiner Staff Writer
1t began at 12:12 am. on
_ariorning ¢of June 3, 1993, in
" Kitchen pantry off the Embass

N -

ing panel, were sworn Feb, 11,

cy.

Yesterday a jury of sevea
meg and five womﬁ found S;; Protected by the kidgloved
han guﬂtyofm eriﬂt\. me A Y i \‘g - s1b! 'St' h at.
fist Zegree, 2ud bis proscsmal fistof Los Avgeles Coustyy 03 rrical apanics of the ace
tors labeled it emphatically 3waesnm§ved %x?narf&é?ifétély t;'his‘m ‘Lizcoln’s Birthday whea a
paltical agsassiiation.  *ieored cell on the Hall of 0% AnSeles morning pewspaper

&irban’s Jorg legal march 0-Justices 13th floor pear twoRublished reporis of & possibie
ward possible death in Sancourtrooms where his future
Quentin’s gas chamber began algould be decided.

12:12 a.m. June 3, when he was
captured, first by Keanedy sup-

could get .th‘e promise of a life
Tee beavlly guerded o aﬂfiﬁif: Svatker r%fe?efm%mntﬁ’e
ny b :
porters such as former Rams\s:,lirf&ogwsl""\—;ghwaﬁd a;f}h?g‘“‘"_‘ shogld ?rooeegl. .
football star Rovsevelt GRIeTyos ol seen vhe cun siice trans., FUIYSIX wilnesses after it be-
and athlete Rafer JohssoR,.,. ' 'pic cfmambé’ of g,oteémn‘gan. the prosecution rested its
quickly afterward by the L0S" \yoray Russell E. Parsons, oo, igdiast Sithaa on Feb. 2.
Angeles Police Depariment.  cevoran frial lawyer, assumed, Sooad testified for and
He did not give his Rame.  giuans defense from the pubucagax_nst bimself March 34, ad-
At 7:30 am. Jute 5, “Joingefender szd immediatelyiiiig be stot Kennedy, but
Doe,” later identified by hiSmoved to seek: insisting ?e cou!dn_t_remember
brothers as Sizhan, was indicted g pecoovero” s 1oaal proceeds L Sa00URZ OF WTiling threats
before Municipal"Court Judgeso” 1o i the defense hadgee s oo Lo i His &
Joan Dempsey Kleln o SIXy o ho statements of all pro- yy;
counts of assault with & deadly g cinon witnesses. Judge Her, oo &
weapoa. i  bert V. Walker, who was to play.
In the shodting melee, Sixhadre final legal role of his career
bad also injured Paul Schrade,in sirhan’s Departmeat 107
United Auto Workers officialicayriroom, granted the request.
Ira Goldstein, a young 'Los An-
geles pewsman; Mrs, Elizabeth
Evans, a Democrat campaiga
worker; Washington zewsman
William  Weisel,

~w Ty

fense rested March 27,
fter calling 29 witnesses, i

cloding  several psychologist
and psychiatrists who testified
that Sirnan was nentaily ill and
. s Ao of 100 great & “diminisked ca-
O Suppression ok Sirhaz’s d.‘va’padty" to meaningfully aed
fies from the evidence, on the maturely plaa OF CaITy out mur-
grounds they 2ad beea takea byder,
oolice without 2 JAUIGELEASE BHOERE, fense rest-
and 1eendCLi e udoe Walker detied thated iointly ?m%ﬁg%ﬁ?gorgt-

Jan, 7,-with his defefise attor-

reaved members on the decid-

deal in which the defendant '

jyf“
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457 the personalities leading to] At 2:53 p.m. “Monday the-$ary

the death of the New y‘;rk!retir_ed to its deliberation room,

senator.

On Apzl 9, the prosecution
began its closing argumient,
spearbeaded by Asst. District
Attorney David N. Fitts, and o2
April 10 Parsons, Berman ard

Cooper answered him.

Chief Deputy District Attor-
pey Lynn D. Compton summed
up the case of the people V.

one floor above Sirhan’s court-
room, returning two days later
for more instruction from Judge
Walker on the relation of dimin-
ished capacity to a verdict of
second-degree murder.
Yesterday, they found Sirhan
quilty of murder in the first
degree.

“So say you one, so $ay you

SP han Monday, Aprl 1, andPLr asked the clerk.
Judge Walker Justructed thej “Yes,”, chanted the solemn
jury_in the law under which jurors. JEN—

they were to operate.

Sirhan stiffened.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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-Hero-Martyr

Ti;c;;her, Avabs
Call Sirhan _,

JERUSALEM (UPI)-Sirhan
 Bishara Sirhan said Thursday
moht he was even more
vadamant than ever before that.
his son had “committed an act
of political courage and even of’
necessity” in his shooling of
Robert F. Kennedy.

It was shortly after 9 pm.
when the elder Sirhan received
the news that a los Angeles
jury had found his son guilty of
first-degree murder in the death
of Kenredy last June.

Sirban was in bis-two-story

“.stone house on the edge of the

village of Taibeh, where he has

- remeined throughout the long
trial.

Somethisg had to Le done 1o

. bring to the attentioa of the

United States people the. wrong-'
ness of America’s support for

Israel,” Sirhan told newsmen,

< tioa in the Arab press, interest

Many of the Arab resideats of
Taibeh aed through the occu-
pied West Bark area agreed
with Sirhan. The Arabs view the
young Jordanian as a hero and
a mariyr for the Arad and
Palestinian cause. .

Veteran political observers in

" Beirut said the coaviction of

Siban was expected to provoke
2 wave of popular protest in the
Arab world.

Although the long trial got
little more than routize atten-

in his case has been sparked
recently by the appearance in
Arab capitals of posters bailing
Sixhan as tero of Palestine.

Tee well-printed posters in
black ard red are issued by the

Palesting Liberation Organiza-l
tion and show a drawing of
SLr..a-x with the words-::md.it
"ToT Ty country.”
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Zhe jury studying the murder case
.against Sirhan Bxeham Sirhan re-
lurned’ fo the copttroom fo ask
further instructipfs on 3 n"d“x“g' of

;second-degree murder,

.
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BY JOHN DOUGLAS .

_Heraid-Hxaminer $taff Writer
*Sirhan Bishara 'Sithan’s
jury could possibly have a
verdict * of -sccond- degx‘ec
murder on ‘its mind as it
refuns to the Hall of Jus-

tice for the fourth day of|Sithan

deliberation. in the young
Arab’s trial,

he jury gavc first indicatice

of its thinking 2t mld-aftemoc !
yéﬁ*emay 3y when it asked . Judcfe
Herbert V.
over

instrectigfis on a scoond-degree
verdict

Coaviciion for secv*d deffrec
murder carries a peralty of Tive
years to life. A porson S0 con
victed is cligible for parole after
20 months. However, Sirhan’s
oltorricys have jadicated they“
douht if be could ever be pa-
roled. .
Specificelly,” the jury wented:
additional advice on the ques-
tion of impaired meni#l capaci-
ty as it relates to toe June §,
1933, slaying of Sen. Robert F.
ixérrxed} at the Ambamdor Ho
THe jurist told the seven men
and five women ‘jurors: ™

“If you {ind that the defen-
dant’s mental capacity was &
mizished or reduced to the ex-
tent that you have 3 reasonahle
doubt whether he did or could
maturely and mearingfully
premeditate, deliberate and re-
flect uvpon the gravity of his
contemplated 2¢f, or form an
igtent to kill, you can not con-
vict nim of, . Jaurder in the
el dagree, but you may
Elm guilty of  murder in the

K] §

e e e R R

T vinced  beyond 2 reasonable

Walker, presiditgised taken. He told newsmen inconsidered.
V;al for a%rc?‘stxonau 10 " Reacked 'in New York Na-

P..r*ons sadv 70 T
saw King }{xxssein Tast’

S{doubt that he had the mnta}wcck at the Usited Nations.

Nakhleh was there. o discuss
capacity to harbor or entertain he cxchacge Wth him. We

malice aforethought.” . lworsed it out. He haswt been
During the 15-week trial, thopere for fun you know. He has,
Gefense freely conceded thagbeen here to help us. We have,
“haled Kemnedy angbeen working it cut with Na-
wanted-him dead.” Ikhleh, ¥ was going to Jordan
st bat then we decided

Grant B, Cooper, - the 3°unoagamst it
Arabs chlief defepse counscly However, there was 1o cmfxr-
scemed cncoaraoed ‘by the turnmation from.any official source
of events the jury deliberatior that such a course was “being

,seoond degree egTes i you are con-

armor-plated courtroom al-ymen pad this to sa s
te, the jurors had 2gain redmd S

[ R

'*'l‘here can be no "discusslon

wﬁhe:r deliberation Yoom: i of an exchange. . il aitcr
$1t does not burt us. It jetilth vegdict, Talk to me after e
cates at least one of them (thejverdict.”
juorS) i thlnking of second] 1y was polated out at the llall
egree. One -jurer can aﬂk 1hat]og Yustice that the tegal complis
question.” cations of such an exchange
This was refereace W the 1aW|you0d be encrmous. The United
Which permits a single juror, O%istates has ro Jurisdiction oves
any numbzer of juors to ask the Sithan, He Js a prisoner "of
ijudge for amplified instractions.| calitornty ic a sovereign state
The Sithan jury has now de-buoreover, it is expected that
bated for morc than 14 hours. Iinghlic reaction to suck bartet
iquit for the day at 3:3% pm. Ituong be switt and extrenuy,
was $et 1o reconvens at $ am. adverse,
As he awalled the verdich| 'y riopoe facotar os: i:.

“IRussell E. Parsons, another oi
Sirhan's Jawyers, disclosed that|<AOWE, there are 2o important

the defendnat expected to be American prisorers Leld by any
traded by this government for Arab state.

concessions jn the Middie East Sirhan made 2 briet appear«
if he is convicted. ance in cowrt when the jury

Parsons sald. t Issa Na- returned for instructions.
knlg#, Palestinigh Arab assock|Dressed in rumpled biue shirt
at counsol inf the case, hagj?n black pants ke scemed
discussed such 2 maneuver with extremely tense, He smiled ngn
Kinz Hussein of Jordan at the VO‘JSZY at Parsons when the eld«
United Nations last week. Na-|exiy, Jawyer explained the Iefal
Xnlch s director general of thgjrtieuvers to him. Smm=ess

unrecognezed  Palestine  Arabd
tgation to the UN.

PRV TR B

' }-{r‘% ("oq
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i\ The jurers . continve to be
calirua~agrecabld Witk —h
anotber, according to Bailiff
William Pclhemus, So far theyt
have not asked to have any-of
the trel’ transcript read to
them, . ) i
Their only., demands have
been for a piece of chalk, a light
bulb and a blackboard craser
which they requested yesterday.
Under an agreement ap-
proved by the judge yesterday,
- {jurors who desire may be per-
mitted to eat in their rooms at
their Billmore otel quarters.
The law provides that they be
"kcpt together, except when
sleeping, However Judge Walk:
ier eased the stricture at the

jury’s request and with the ap-
proval of prosecution ard, de.

i
3 o )
dense. oo o Sm—tend
A e - e ruiaee oo
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"_ié THIS YOUR VERDICT,
| SO SAY YE ALLP—YES'

Ten months and 10 days of tension ¢limaxed in 31 minutes
of pronouncement yesterday for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, murd-
_erer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

The case of Sirhan, pro and con, was presented in 13 weeks
of trial in Los Angeles' Hall of Justice, His jury deliberated 16
hours 2nd 42 minutes. )

At 10:48 am. yesterday, Capt. Craig Carpenter of ihe Los
~ Angeles Sheriff’'s Department, told Slman who sat idly in his
" cell: think you may have a verdict.”

CAt 11:19 am, he did. SR
¢ Returning to the courtroom at 11:1{ am,, the Jurors were
* asked by Judge Walker;

.+ “Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, do you have F
. verdict?”

"“Yes, we have, your horor,” replied the foreman, Bruce
Elliott, handing 2'thick sheaf of papers to 2 court attache, who
relayed them to the judge.

After Judge Walker had read them, ke passed the papers to

- his clerk, Irs. Alice Nishi awa, whose voice reflected nervous-
« 1ess as she read:
T “We the jury in the above entitled action find the defendant
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan guilty of raurder, ia violation of Section
' 187, Penal Code, a felony, as charged in Count One of the
indictment. We fu:tber find it to be murder in the {first '
degree ” *
Continuing, Mrs Nishikawa asked, “Is this your verdict,
ladies and gentlemen, $0 say ye one, so say ye all?” to w}uch
the jurors® unison reply was: ~
e X £,

E o
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JERUSALEM (UP])
—Bishara Sirhan said
Thursday night he was
- even more adamant than
before that his son had
*committed an-act of po-
litical courage and even

of necessity' in his
shooting of Robert F.
Kennedy.

It was shortly after 9
pm. when the elder
Sirhan received the
news that a Los Angeles
E jury bad found his son
. guilty of first-degree

murder in the death of

Kennedy last June, .

Something had to be
done "to bring to the
attention of the United

States people the

wrongness of America's

stipport for Jsrael,® Sit-
han told newsmen. oy " |

& ¢ v o

e ——————— -
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-ew-‘ ' f _——Ading Iist. Ally. EymrDT
Qag‘h@ﬂ g;  Compton has said that it will oe
o "' |np to the jury 10 set a procedent
) FD g n ", lin how political assassing are 19
ol - 3 . bt puushed o this country.
. @ﬁ’é@ﬂf " here arc no cases to guide
’,thcm. Compton poiats oul.~
) Comptoa g5 a firm believer in
', Tdhe death ponally per se. He
- = ) B o3 fterms il an “integd] pa‘r_t.oi tohe
@n ﬂ @@jﬁgy graduated seale .0.& pum?}nmm
wes R ¥l provided for in this state.
' ' \ I 11 is active in attempts 1o
I, Ey JOUN DOUGLAS ‘defeat a Cahifornia Bar Associa.
MersM Exemince Sttt wrwze  © [tion resolution calling for "ils
’ '1f 3t the end of this tnal, you abg‘.j}jign.' L Toaved the et
thonght 1t wag roper ¢33 alifornia Law leaves the pen-
ouid'you tra‘\s‘:ll,xfgpg c;ﬁz; alty op to the jury and gives 3

. . no wurdelings. It 15 3 matter for
down from the jury room, look U$c° syntrammeled  discretion

this defendant i the eye’ and lof the seven men and five
{83y o . ™ Iwomen jurors, according to the
* *Serhan Suwhan, for the mue- {lsw.

s Ftert ¥ Yoo ; 1l pomnt thes
der of Sen. Fobert ¥. Kennedy iou‘é%&g@’ffﬁggﬂﬁ He
ot she 1 ths 2as CRMBE " Lo he will aho bear cown
This guestion, ssked of each ihcavﬂy on Sirhan’s “lack fo
rarer in the Sirhan murder tris, iremorse” for Ris Juse 3. !1!‘-’!5
AR lccgp:t th@)_rgﬁcal‘ r\l'ﬂbab‘sadOE Hofeikfatal 1»5:00!.

Today 1% Jurors gather 1 the |18 of the New York sea ¢t

; \lerey., Sirhans admittedly
eight-floor, armor-plated Hall 2, lmirgd mental capacty and

e

decreed 3 firgt degres munder
verdict for the young Arab las
wgek, to hear from Dep, D,
Atty, Joha Howard why, if ‘3t
all, Suhaa should die.

Defense attorneys m the a2
believe that Howsrd wmill “nrge
the death penslty without 3¢
tusly asking fof . aceording
to Grant B. Cooper. :
As the proseculion visws pso-
alty in the ¢ase of the convicted
mourderer. in docding it the
jury must .set aational sovi)
snd jEIiial poticy. = 7

Tustice comrtroom, where they i\vhat defense lawyers belisve 10
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will open the triatuteday->He

beriuctics in the case will bels2YS be will address the “jury,

advanced as reasous why he

but call no witnesscs.

should not die, but go to prison| The evidence and argument

for life.

Russell E. Parsons.

phasc of the penalty trial is

There §s an outside chance thefe¥pected to be short — no more
defendant’s mother, Mi§. Mary|than two days.

Sirhan, 55, may take the witness
box to plead for her son’s life,
according to defense co-counsel

Decision time in the trial may
take much longer, It took the
Sirhan “jury 18 hours and 42
minutes deliberation, spread

Cooper was turned down bylover foun days to find the 23-
Judge Herbert V. Walker Jastiyear-old Palestinian immigrant!
week whea he sought permis-jguilty of furst degree murder., |
sion ‘to cailai gatter% of othter '
witnesses includigg Dist. Atty. h ;
Evelle J. Younger and former{shall live or die could take
San Quentin Warden Clinton|ROUrS oF weeks.

Decision as to whether be

Duffy. Younger reportedly oncel Since reaching their verdict
was ready to agree o 2 deal byiThursday morning, Sirhan’s ju-
which Sirhan would plead guiltyjrors have been locked up under

*in return for 2 life seatence.ipeavy guard in the Biltmore

Duffy is an outspoken foe ofifotel. Their wives and husbands

capital punishment.

were permitted to visit them

Judicial order in a penalty|this weekend as they have been
trial calls for the prosecution toeach wekend since the jury was
prezent=its case first. Howardksequéstered.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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resrwmees, , Final Plea —

[Jiry Deliberafing
Penalty for Sithan

Tines S0 Writer

[Fhe jury in the Sirhan -Bishara
Sirhan murder trial retired Monday
todecide whether Sirhan should Jive
or die for the murder of Sen. Robert
¥. Kennedy.

.. They were Jocked up after 215
hours' deliberation without reaching
& verdict, B

. Among the Jast words they heard
before they were given the case was
2 quotation from Kennedy's own
plea after Martin Luther King was
murdered that Americans dedicate
.themselves ™o tame the savageness

this world.” . L

Defense attorney Grant B. Cooper
urged the jury, "as a kind of
posthumotts "tribute to Sen. Kenne-
dy," to spare Sirhan's life.

Dep. Dist, Atty. John E, Howard,

tion to insure a fair trial
Jor Sirhan, told the jury
that now that he has beeny
convicted of first-degree
murder, *he has no special
claim to further preserva-
tion."

Without -asking for a
death verdict in so many
words, Howard made it
clear that was what the
prosecution sought as he
urged the jury “that each
of you In your hearts have
the courage of your con-
victions, the courage to
write the end to this trial -
fand to apply the only

i proper penalty for politi
tcal assassination in_the
| United States of America.*

of man‘to make gentle the life of

In 2 quiet, final plea for
-mercy for Kennedy's mur-

derer, Cooper read from
Kennedy's own state-
ments of April 5—one day’
after King's death, and,
exactly two months before
he himself was fatally
shot, ' -

Cooper told the jury that
Kennedy told a crowd in
Cleveland:

"Whenever any .Ameri.
can's ‘life is taken -by
another American unne-
cessarily--whether it is
done in the name of the
law or in the defiance of
law, by one man or a gang,

In cold blood or in passion,

In an attack of violence or
in response to violence
.« « the whole nation is
degraded . . ." '
~ " » . We must recognize
that this short life can
either be ennobled nor
snriched by hatred or
evenge. Our lives on this
planet are too short and

cifing 10 months of special Jrecat—at=WOrk to be done too

great to let this spirit
flourish any longer in our
land...' -

Cooper said that he be-
lieved that if Kennedy.
himself had been in_the
courtroom Monday, he
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able penologists and psy-
chiatrists t% study the

ould have asked tho-jsx#Gefendant, to see *what

*{o'spare. Sirhan's life.

»In 2’ dramatic closing
-moment, Cooper turned to
Jace the tiny Palestinian
yArab, who sat chewing
‘gum, his eyes large and
somber, and told him:

*And now, Sirhan Sir-
han, I've done all the best
that. I could do for you.*
Shifting his gaze to Mrs.

Mary Sirhan, 58, in the
second row of the court-
room, Cooper said, *Mary
Sirhan, I now entrust the
life of your son to this
_American jury. And, Mary
: Sirhan, may your prayers
-be answered.®
~_ Mrs. Sirhan was the only
defense witness in the
‘penalty phase of the trial.
Cooper called her to the
stand and asked just one
question: "In his entire
life before the shooting,
has Sirhan ever beenin
trouble with the law?"

Solemn Answer

Mrs. Sithan answered in
a solemn “voice: "He has
never been. And that is
not from me and no¢ from
him. This is because I
raise him up under the
Jaw of God and in His
Love."

Cooper stressed repea-

, tedly that while the law
fre’scribes either death or
ife imprisonment for
first-degree murder, the
law states no preference.

I Kennedy's life must
be avenged, Cooper sug-
gested, Sirhan's conviction
and 2 sentence of life
imprisonment is ven-
geance enough,

To execute Sirhan can-
not bring Kennedy back,
Cooper said, but to sen-
tence Sirhan to life in the
California Medical Facili
ty-at~vacaville would

more can be learned about
the human mind, and
what makes people want
to kill.* .

Such a study, Cooper
said, could help prevent
- further such crimes as
Sirhan’s.

Cooper's plea followed

v an impassioned plea for

" L.mercy by defense attorney

Russell E. Parsons, who
i told the jurors that 2
verdict of death would be,
n effect, telling the world
that justice isn't possible
in America. .
Hint of Hitlerism
*This man is sick,” said
Parsons, "and I don't be-
lieve we've got down to
the bottom rung yet,
where we execute sick
people in California." To
do so, he said, would be "to
follow Hitler, who be-
lieved in Xilling the lame,
the halt and the sick.”

i Howard, in a brief ar--

‘gument, told the jury:
"Mitigation of political
assassination 'to any de-
gree must sooner or later
spell an end to the tradi-
tional democratic election
process we now enjoy."
Howard conceded that

Sirhan is mentally ill and.

.said, "We have never dis-
puted that Sirhan Bishara

Sirhan Is abnormaleonly

the extent of his abnorma-
lity, and its legal signifi-
cance, if any."

But, said Howard:

"You should be reming-
ed that Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan reached this shore
at the indulgence of a
nation which takes pride
in providing refuge to the
oppressed. There may well
be a substantial number in
this ¢ourtroom who need
look no farther back than

¥5on€ generation to find

themselves strangers in a
new society which offered

of his capacities. For this
defendant, that wwes—1ot
enough. N

"History may well re-
cord that .but for this
defendant, Sen. Kennedy
might have succeeded to
the highest honor and
‘responsibility  which  the
American democratic pro-
“cess can bestow.

Linked to Politics

'Beyond doubt, the
tragedy which occurred in,
the early morning hours of
June 5, 1988, at the Ambas«
sador Hotel was politically
motivated. The question

Jow to be resolved is the
"proper penalty ‘for politi-
cal dssassination in the
United States of America."
*Howard reminded the
jurors they had been asked
to consider what 200 such
assassinations might do to
the country, then added:
"A half-dozen would suf-
-fice to leave this country
bereft. of democratically
endorsed leadership.”

Sirhan has shown no
remorse, Howard said, ad-
ding. "Perhaps you ob-
served his reaction when
attorney Russell Parsons,
in his “address to you,
urged in all sincerity that
America pray for the il
starred Kennedy family.*
(Sirhan smiled and cov-
ered his mouth) You
could not have failed to

. observe the delendart’s

f}::a ?%’ﬁ%%@}@?ﬁ{ E.O. 14176
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~~smile when he declared
frorq the witness stand, 1
don't know who shot Sen.
Kennedy.'" o
Superjor Judge Herbert
V. Walker, in 15 minutes
of legal instruction to the
jury, told them that the
law in this penalty phase

of the trial "doesn't forbid -

you to be influenced by
-sympathy or pity for the
defendant,” but that it
does forbid "unrezsoned
conjecture" in their ver-
dict.

 Judge Walker also told

+ the jury that they may not
consider the possibility of

Sirhan's eventual parole
in deciding whether a life’

sentence might be suffi-
cient penalty.

The California Adult
Authority determines
whether and when a per-
son convicted of first-
degree murder Is eligible
for parole. He could be
eligible after seven years.

In Sirhan’s case, howev-
er, he was also convicted
on five counts of assault
with a2 deadly weapon
with intent to commit
grden- Each copunt.car-

-

ries a senterice of one 014
years. . ;’
Though these terms

‘would run concurrently

with a life sentence, they
would be a strong mitigat-
ing factor should the
Adult Authority ever de-
cide to consider a parole
for Sirhan. ——
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COOPER IN IMPASSIONED
PLEA FOR LIFE OF SIRHAN;

By JOIN DOUGLAS __{Hall of Justice fo bogin deliber] YeSterday “morning, the }135-
Herak-Examiner $taff Writer W&t 125 p.fl‘l. ‘""‘"’ ‘,y::lr-o;d Arabian woman s
Yaced with 2 decision defens : ‘% Lyning WhE 08Iy wWiltess called by either;
couasel has told them “should ’?e éqzo?'%aswc; for mathing 90" 49 testify on the issue ofi
be God’s alone,” Sirhan Bishara — 10T did 1aCy seek any furtherponaity. She told the jury of
Sirhan’s murdet trial jury re-advice from Judge Herbert V.seven men and five women: |
turns to its deliberations today Walker, presfding over the trial, “He has never been (in trou-:
~ the life or death of theduring their afternoon session, Pl¢ With the law). That is not:
convicted yuurtierer of Sem. a4y 3.39 p.m. Sheriff’s Ins oc.from him or from me. That is
Robert F. Keunedy hanging in, o yort. o e PCioecause 1 raised bim up in thel
the balance. T ‘n?w heoni the .ﬁrgf ‘t%: “3‘&‘?3law of God and His Jove.”
At issue, according ‘10 Chiefyi'eontne ohp T \VeXC TEUTy Then, jn 2 trice, she was outy
Defense Counsel, Grant B.i Yle dis closgd’ 'that ' they ba dOf the witaess box, seated 2 few
CGooper, is: 77 . osen Dr. Bruce D. Elliolt o ftom Sirhan as H oward
“Should_Siran Sichan speodincir foreman, Dr. Elliott qu‘)pem et Syg: ot

h " 4 “Sen. Robert F. K
the est of Ms natural lifo be-Systemus  programmer, az emi stmcek doxsn at g moemenmegyv&;"ea:
hind 1he bavs of 2 penitentiary, srant from the Middle West,pe represented the ideals and

or shall he forfeit his life byalso presided over the jury, .

: ‘< e : hopes t $
imhaling the deadly fames Ofwhen it found Sirhan galty ofge e O b Substantial segment
cyanide gas? . dirstdegree murder in the Jungwhistory may well record

Cooper, in an impassioneds, 193, Ambassador Hotelsen, Kennedy might have suce. -

jplea for his clieat’s life, told the'shooting of Sen. Keanedy., - i

:Juf‘y_}‘e_ste«'flaﬂ . At that time the jury had a!fgﬁgsitgngf &ﬁﬁh}? ’X’,‘;ﬁ?f

L *“You are gathered lo deter-number of choices ranging fromicans, in democratic process,

inute the ultiniate issue, 20 iS-firstde gree murder tRONERcar bootowr. 3

;suf that ShOUMbO God’s 3}?33: é}anslaughtcrx to an 3cquit.tal“—, “The que.suon now o be re;

N "{if}ese 2re your aHernalivesfyricn g one sought. solved is the proper penalty fof
i life imprisonment, or deathyy y .

o : 1Y Now it has only two — Lfepolitical assassination in th
.néthe g:',un gregn room of | ‘m!an‘d death, | nited States of America." i
Quentin. Should it be unable to agree '

Aligned against Cooper's plealon either, the choice could de
was the understated adm'oﬁitionth to Judge Walker. State and’
of Dept. Dist. Atty, John How-defendant alike could choose:
ard: him t0' select the penalty. '

“Sirhan was entitled to the] Sirhan awaits his fate in the:
fair trial which each of youfsofation cell on the Hall of;
have now given him. He has noJustice’s 13th floor, where he,
special claim to further preser-has beca confised for the past
vation. 4 110 months.

Y .. 1 wonld ask that each of He sat there yesterday, dad.
you within your hearts have the{only in underwear staring at
oourage of your convictions . . .|the barred door of his cell and
and apply the only proper pea-jthe arnwr plate which covecs!
alty for political assassinationjits windows, He had o visitors!
in the United States.” and spoke only briefly to the

In two hours and 25 minutes!Squad of sheriff’s depaties who
of deliberation yesterday the 12;keed him under constant sut-

jurors were apparcatly unable Veillarce. _ VJJ,:,-”‘)

to resolve the momentous deci-  His only relative in the heavi- 03

sion they must nake. Iy guarded courtroom was bis Xﬁ\ q
Argumeats acd legal advice PrOther, Adel. o }’5’0

coacluded at 11343 am, yester., Another brother, Muair, 2, C -
heavy  guad at the Bitmarc/Sary Sirhan, Rore. 7025 RELEASE UNDER E.0. 14176
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F. Kennedy, , .

a verdict. - ., boat

, ] . ]
cmadnl 2 quict, final g!ea for defense  witness

Jury-Deliberafing
Penalfy for Sirh

BY DAVE SMITH . '

S"l}"he juiy i the Sithan Bishara
irhan murder trial retired Monday - oo N Fape ¥
to decide whether Sirhan should Hf%'-hennedy told a crowd in a solemn vojce: "He has

or dic for the murder of Sen, Robert Clgyeland:

- They were 'locked up after 2

. Amiong the Jast words they hea

mong v rd law or in the defiance of
before they were given thé case w

€ 2 as Jaw, by one man or a gang, tedly that while the law
a quotation from Kennedy's own in cold blood or in passion, })rescnbes cjther death or
plea after-Martin' Luther King was in an attack of violence or

Final Plea 2 Mrg. Sirhan was the only
in the
mercy for Kennedy's mur- penalty phase of the trial.
derer? Cooper xea}:is from Cooper called her to the
Kennedy‘s ‘owrn state- Stand. and askedljust 0_ne
_ments of April. 5—one day question: *In his cntire
| after King's death, and life before the shooting,
' exactly two months before has Sirhan ever been in
he +himself was fatally trouble with the Jaw?
shot, ' + '} Solemn Answer
Cooper told the jury that  Mrs. Sithan answered in

£

+ never been. And that s
*Whenever ;any Ameri- not from me and not from
‘can's life is taken by him. This is bécause I

o, ore I . <72 another American unnes raise him up under the
hours” deliberation without reaching eessarily—whether it s Jaw of God and ia His

' done in the name of the Love.* '
Cooper stressed repea-

ife imprisonment for

{Indicate page, neme of
newspaper, ¢ty and state.)

I-1 LA Times

Tos Angeles, Calif.

of man'to make gentlé the life of degraded . . ." I Kennedy's life must
this w_o;l«_i.' SIS *. . . We must recognize be avenged, Cooper sug-

Defense attorney Grant B. Cooperj that this short life can gested, Sirthan's conviction
urged the jury, 'as, a kind of neither be ennobled mor and 2 sentence of life
posthumous tribute to' Sen..Kenne- enriched by hatred or imprisonment is ven-
dy," to spare Sirhan's life. revenge. Our lives on this geance enough.

Dep. Dist. Atty. Joh ' plariet are too short and To execute Sirhan can-
c:i'f'fﬁglﬁlmom’hé’ oio‘s';ecfi}éilgx}:é%fﬂg work to be done too not bring Xennedy back,

themselves *to tame the mvagenesj « » » the whole nation is Jaw states no preference,

murdered that Americans dedicate in responise to violence first-degree murder, the '

e P 'great to let this spirit Cooper said, but to sen-
tion to insure a fair frial izlf)?)rish any longer inpour tence Sirhan to life in the
land . " . Galifornia Medical Facili-
Cooper said that he be-lty at Vacaville would Q-
lieved that if Kennedy adle penologists and psy-
shimself hal been in the cjiatrists to ‘study "the
Jourtroom Monday, he ‘defendant, to see *what
; would have asked the jiry inore can be learned about
o spare Sithan's Jife. - |the human mind, and

In & dramatic closing; thitu;nakés people want

-moment, Cooper turned to y
face the tin)g Palestinian _ Such a study, Cooper
Arab, who ‘sat chewing S3id, could help prevent
gum, his eyes large and, further such crimes as
somber, and told him:' S”é‘:o’;g}._ plea followed
v ) . S >
o oot S0 S TS S
that 1 could do for you! WYY by defense attorney
" . : Rgg&llh E, Parsonsixawho
: n v 014 the jurors that 2
Mfg“’sri‘fhgf ggge gg ‘\firlse' verdict of death would be,
second Tow of the court. in effect, telling the world

‘ iy that justice isn't possible
room, Cooper said, Magy-—irrﬁmerica. R iy

lS_ifrhax;. I now entrust the -
ife of your son to this

American jury. And, Mary ? M
Sirhan. may your prayers C,’t‘ \
bean§\vered.‘~ St <

{or Sithan, told the jury
that now that he has been
convicted of first-degree
murder, "he has no special
claim to further preservas
tion." )

Without asking for 2
death verdict in so many
words, Howard made it
clear that was what the
prosecution sought as he
urged the jury "that each
of you'in your Learts have
the courage of your con-
victions, the courage to
write the end to this trial
and to ap;;ly the only
pr?per pena tt)f for pol;;‘x;
cal assassination in
UﬁTCE}is"STéges of America."
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"Hint of Hitlerism

| of his capacitics, For this smile ,when he declared

*This man is sick,*$aid défendant, that was not~Tiom the wimcg“‘st’a/@f I

‘Parsons, "and I don't be-
lieve we've got down to
the bottom rung yet,
where we execute sick
people in California.” To
do 5o, he said, would be *to
‘follow Hitler, who be-

lieved in killing the lame,

the halt and the sick."
, Howard, in a brief ar-
gument, told the jury:
"Mitigation of political
assassination fo any de-
gree must sooner or later
spell an end to the tradi-
tional democratic election
"Process we now enjoy.”

. Howard conceded that
Sirhan is mentally ill and
said, "We have never dis-
‘puted that Sirhan Bishara
-Sirhan is a2bnormal-only
the extent of his abnorma-
lity, and its legal signifi.
cance, if any." )

But, said Howard:
"You should be remind-
ed that Sirhan Bishara

Sirhan reéached this shore
at the indulgence of a
nation which takes pride
in providing refuge to the
oppressed, There may well
be 2 substantial number in
this courtroom who need
look no farther back than
one .generation to find

themselves strangers in a -

new society which offered
greater opportunity for
the individual to achieve
success within-the i

enough. :

*History may well re-
cord that but for this
defendant, Sen. Kennedy
might have succeeded to
the highcst honor and
responsibility which the
American democratic pro-
¢ess can bestow.

Linked to Politics

*Beyond doubt, the
tragedy which occurred in
the early morning hours of
June 5, 1968, at the Ambas-
sador Hotel was politically
motivated. The question
now to be resolved is the
proper penalty for politi-
cal assassination in the
United States of America.*

Howard reminded the
‘jurors they had been asked
to consider what 200 such
assassinations might do to
the country, then added:
*A half-dozen would suf-
fice to leave this country
bereft of democratically
endorsed leadership.*

Sirhan has shown no

i remorse, Howard said, ad-
. ding. *Perhaps you ob-

served his reaction when
attorney Russell Parsons,

fn his address to you, pi

urged in all sincerity that
America pray for the ill-
starred Kennedy family.*
(Sirhan smiled and cov-
ered his mouth) You

e 1d not bave failed to
IS - observe the. defendans—ifig,

don't know who shot Sen.

Kennedy." , .

Superior Judge Herbert
V. Walker, in 15 minutes
of legal instruction to the
jury, told them that-the:
law in this penalty phase
of the trial "doesn't forbid
you to be influenced by
sympathy or pity for the
defendant,” but that it
does forbid "unréasoned
conjecture® in their ver-
dict. ’

Judge Walker also told

‘the jury that they miay not

consider the possibility of .
Sirhan's €ventual parole
in deciding whether a life:
sentence might be suffi-
cient penalty. e
. The California Adult
Authority determines

‘whether and when a per-

son convicted of first-
degree murder Is eligible
for parole. He could be
eligible after seven ycars.

In Sirhan's case, howev-
er, he was also convicted
on five counts of assault
with a deadly weapon
with intent to commit
murder. Fach count cat-
ios & sentence of one to {¥
years. ,

Though these terms
would run concurrently

with a life sentence, they
would be a strong mitigat-

e

g factor should the

™ Adult Authority ever de-
. ¢ide to consider a parole
for Sirhan. . 'Peeeeam2

™

»
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JURGRS STILL-OUT
IN SIRHAN CASE -

The jury in the Sithan Bishara
Sirhan munder trial recessed for
the night Tuesday without reaching
a verdict on whether the defend.
.ant should be sentenced to death or
Jife imprisonment for the slaying of '
Sen, .Robert F. Kennedy.

The panel has now deliberated 9
hours since getting the case Monday.

Three short buzzes from the ninth-
‘floor jury room to the cighth-floor
court of Superior Judge Herbert V.
Walker. is the signal that will
indicate a verdict has beeri Teaced.

S PO % e
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~SIRHAN JURORS
AT STANDSTILL

' 8 have run out of paticnee.)
The jurors were schoduled to
retorn about § 3.1, today, 1t is
Jurors in the Surhan Bislzaralbﬁneved thcy have faken sever-
Sirhan. murder trisl, 3t an im-al ballots. Law reguires 1hat
passe over their decision as to 3 their verdigt = life or Jeath -
Ufe ¢r death penslly for the he ynanimons, There 15 1o ma-
convicted murderer of  Sen zonty ruls m lhe denison 23 fo
Robert ¥, Kenncdy, return this whether 3 man fonvicted of
morning to contigue their delid- first.dezree murder 3hall hue
erations, ir:ut s hfe in prison or dis
The jury of seven men andiihs zas chamber.
five women, fter debiberating ;i:,muh- the jurers be ynableio
p, - " 25 follows: ?
At that 1‘-"-?}' lhey_ha;l tdebat* Judge Walker would have to
gt Bt 2 48 mivules o TR them info coud to fn
o0 days . -2 2 quire of them how’ the matter
180 days., . stood. This coyld jnvolve a poll
Coytrt “altaches  pooh-poohed of the 12 25 to their position on
specylation late yesterdsy that-hife or death. )
:fctggl){_:'_.;}z etg:aglodiedé 'Eh@ée It he determined the jury to
S oy GVEIEC DO ST 9L 130 be  hopelessly  dadlocked  Fe
ards by which to judge a mur- ou1d then:
fler fuy - )

By JOUN DOUGLAS

Mepatd Lxaompmer SHalt Wi l!;,r‘

et A ]

.] © Ordain a lfe sentence for
e Sirhan,

o4
i

Faces 33 1 il on the faces of . © Call for 2 mew penalty
the jurers who wers bundled JUI¥ which woyld pave to hear
ntn 3 barred shenff's depars. the _arguments in the case in
ment L5 2t 4 pm, for ths tn Teprise, .

tor the BEiltmare Hotel where _© Enter into an agreement
3@}5 2re quartered, TU7 with defease ard proseeution

Trant B Cooper, cluef o 1AWYers by which thay left the
fedse comncel. was dearly s iS<ae ol _gnalty up tc him. », »

turbed. e told newsmen:

11 is obvious there 3re people
on the jury wio are demanding
that Surnan get the desth pensle
ty, Whether they arg in a minor
ity or 3 majority, f have uo
(idea”

" Eqmlly distyrbed was Adel
Sichan, the defendsnt’s 30-years
oid brother, Only member of the
family to wait out.the jury mn
the grim. armeor-plated eighth.
fioor Hall of Justice conptroom,
the natbly dressed Arab immi. o

grant s31d; S / C.c. 2 g
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Filer Sithain= | | ,
Lays Penalty |
fo Mad US.

| TAIYEBEH, Occupicd -
! (Indicate page, name of
. rordan (P—Bi in ‘ E .
;}an’ father OfB;isl};aznvil::-g newspaper, city and state.)
ed assassin of Sen, Robert

F. Kennedy, said Wednes- 1-28 LA Times
day that "mad America® — Los Angeles,
had sentenced his son to Calif.

death! . “

<Y am very sad, I am-

very sorry—but 1 expect-

ed it," he told The Associ- :
ated Press.

"My son will never ask
for mercy . . . He will go
to his death proudly."

He added: *If my son
will be killed, he will not

be the last. There are 100 -
million Arabs."

Sirhan's father, who left
his family in the United -
States in 1961 and re-
turncd here, had sworn
revenge on Ametican poli- ' Date: l4-21;~69
ticians after his son's con~ Editton; HoOME
viction. Author:

"My son did ‘well," he paers  NicCk B. Willisn
said at that time, adding Tlue:‘ Kensalt

Jthat KXennedyuwas,to )
blame 1or his own death.
Character:

[~/

r - -
Classification: 56-156
Submitting Qffice: LOS Angele

- [:] Being Investigated
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e 'Dcath is too good for
him," Ira Goldstem said.
"It would be better for
him to stay in jail for good
and know why he's there
Goldstein, 20, was ong of
five bystandcrs wounded
when Sirhan B. Sirhan
opened fire in a pantry
corrider at the Ambassa-
dor last June 4, fatally
wounding Sen. Robert r,
Keénnedy,

M expected it," he said
when asked his reaction to
the .jury's decision Wed-
ncsday that Sirhan must
Gie.

i *But {o tell the truth I
cm against it,' he addud
¢xplaining that in additfon
to favoting a lifetime of
contemplation, he fs philo-
sophically opposed to the
death sentence,
‘William Weisel, 31, an-
other of those wounded, is
not,

*§ think the death penal-
ty serves as a deteprent,”
Weisel, an American:
roadeasting Co. news di-
rectorin Wa»hmgton DC,
kold The Times in a fele~
phone -interview. *Some
others who might have hadi

rhan Would
,-Youth Says '

* BY ERIC MALNIC

Yirnes Stalf Writer

ple will Took at this as [
I&son 7Y, '

*I have nothm<> personal
against Sirhan, “but he
took someone's life. . .

*I think the trial brought
out that the shootmg was
premeditated, and in a
case Jike that, I think the
death! pena]ty is the pro-
per penalty.” ‘

Weise]l received a deep
flesh wound i the abdo:
men when Sirhan opencd
fire. Goldstem, and ‘elecs
tronics company employe
who lives at 4077 Hayven-
hurst Ave,, -Encino, was
struck in the hip.

Mrz, Arthur W, Evans,
43. of Saugus, who declined
comment Wednesda be-
cause she has a Zedal suit
pending  against S»rmn
rcccwed a scalp wound,

Paul Schrade, 44, West
Coast regional dweeto‘ of
the Umted Auto Workers,
h3d a deep scalp wound
ad a depzvepscd skull fras-
ture. Irwin Stroll, -« Ty 60&
Horner St, had a flesh
wound in the lower left

me&g wout shodimgpeo e ileg. Neither was available

for comment Wednesday:.
In addition te being
convicted of first-degree
nmurder in the death of
Sen. Kennedy, Sirhan was
fourd guilty of assaulting
the five with intent to
commit murder. All five
returned to active life
after hospitalization for
thHar wounds, =’
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X-1 LA Times
Tos Angeles, Calif.

Eg Tal pesoy ” ﬁi#!o?ﬂeri‘viati:d atHome _
ecisioh Cores | KT Siehan, 50, quiclly TooR his

P ?Z H . seat and awaited the jury. His
After 12 Hours

tiarnot,her, Mary, 56, and youngest
of Deliberations

j brother, Munir, 21, were mot in
Veourt. They awaited the verdict, } o— .
' 'BY DAVE SMITH
Times $fad Wilher

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was gems
tenced Wedncsday to death in the
zas chamber for the murder of
Sen. Robert ¥, Kennedy.

The 25year-old Palestinian's face
‘was ashen but impassive as hs heard
the death verdict. Moments later he
told his visibly shaken defenss at-
torney, Grant B. Cooper, "Don't be
concerncd. Even Jesus Christ
couldn't have saved me.*

Appeal of a death sentence is

defense said it will stay with his
case through the appeal.

The seven-man, five-woman jury
signaled it had reached a verdict at
11:0% a.m, 2fter 12 hours’ delibera-
tion since the penalty phase of the
murder trial began at noon Monday.

Three sharp buzzes from the ninth
floor deliberation room to Superior
Judge Herbert V. Walker's eighth
floor courtroom set off a flurry of
activity among the more than .30
reporters who maintained a vigil in
{iequiel courtroon. e ¥

automatic in California and Sirhan's .

Adel said, by the television set in
- their small Pasadena home.

, 'The somber jury entered the court
‘et 11:34 am. and were asked by
. Judge Walker, "Ladies and gentle-
tmen oi the jury, you have 3
yWerdieiT
{ *We, have, your honcrt, s3id
fo¥éman Bruce D. Elliott.'”"“”%

He handed the verdict to bailiff
Willard -Polhemus, who passed it to
Judge Walker,

The 6%-year-old jurist, presiding
over his final and most celebrated
case before retiring in July, scanned
the verdict and handed it to court
clerk Alice Nishikawz, who tead
2loud:

_*The People versus Sithan Bishera
Sithan, We, the jury in the above-
entitled -2ction, having found the
defendant Sirban Bishera Sirhan
guilty of murder in the first degree
zs charged . . . now fix the penalty
at death.’

Is This Your Verdici?

She paused, then continued, *Is
this your verdict, Jadies and gentle-
men of the jury? So say you ong, so
sy you aill"

The jury unanimously spoke its
assent. Polled individually, each
juforiepiied firmly, *Yes.® cmmmimm M

'\,56
< g-L Y|
e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Date: !{,"22{."69
edition:Home

Author: Dave Smith

pditor: Nick B. Williams
Titte: Kensalt

Cheracter:
or

Classtfication: 56—156
Submitting Oftice: LOS Angeles

[:] Being Investigated

OL 5L=0/ 177
‘ XED4—1

SeRiALzZED A fILED?.

| APR2 4 1969
FBI—LOS ANGELE

|V




Y oo oy

Sirhan, chewing gum, as he had
It Thusday when the furstdégres
murder verdict was returned, paled
as he listened to the jurors affirm
their belief that he should die for the
assassination of the New York
senator,

Less than five minutes before, he
had entered the courtroom trailing
smoke frem one last puff on 2

cigaret and smiling boys
islily at codefense counse)
-Russell .E. Parsons.
- Others were more visibe
Iy affected by the verdict.
Cooper, 66, ‘who has
never had a death verdict
returmed against one of
his clients before Wednes-
day, appeared on the
verge of tears. His eyes
:reddened and .;his jaw
‘muscles” twitched' ds he
_gave notice ih .a husky
"voice. of. & motion for fa:
row trial, R
{Judge . Walker, set ia
ring on Cooper's my-
tion for May 14. .

Ade] Sirhan, almost un- !

“ noticed in the second -row |

i of the courtroom, gave a
t, tight smile as"reporters
. reached out to pat his arm.
+ Eyes glistening with tears,
' he merely smiled and said
nothing,
. It was all over in 5
‘minutes. At 11:39 am,
court -was adjourned and
¢ Sirhan led 2way to his
13th-floor cell, where he
" has been confined since

Cooper said the death’
VEIGTR 0! cotrsE=~ts® 2
great personal disappoints
ment for me. I believed in
our defense and X believe,

he should not be executed.’ SY%

I fecl very bad.* |
Asked jf he expected
International repercus.
sions as a rosult of the|
death verdict, Cooper said |
he did not, except perhaps
for some individual reac-
tion in some Arab coun-
tries. .
The three-man prosecus l
tion team expressed satis:
faction with the verdict.
Chief Dcp. Dist. Atty.
Lyon D. Compton told
newsmen: “We feel it was |
the proper verdict, It ex~
presses the feelings of the
jury and their attitude
toward this {ype of crime,"

‘In final argument for the. ' 87e¢ murder, which coul”,
prosccation, Dep. Dist, ALTUTR carry a life SSRECACS, [}

ty. John E. Howard ar-
gued ~ without saying
*death penalty” in so ma-
ny” words—that the jury’
should returmn *the pply
proper verdiet for political
assassination in the Unit-
ed States of America.”
Sirhar's apparent inat-
tention, occasional out«
bursts of temper and his
often - profane, violently
anti-Zionist °© testimony
from the witness stand
*wzs not such as fo invoke

]

wish, that the death yer-}
dict” TeprosentS T Topudia-

‘tion of psychological and
pSychiatrip . testimony as!

N

But the expert testimony '
offered by the defense in
this casc, he said, "was not
as worthy as expected.”
He said he "would hope
that such testimony would |
be more ‘worthy in future

Sirhar's death sentence
could be reduced to Jife
imprisonment at the dis-
cretion of Judge Walker,
The California Supreme
Court, while not cmpow-
cred to reduce the sene
tence itself from death to
life, could, however, re-
duce the conviction from
first-degree to second-de-”

sympathy or endear him
fo ‘the jury,' ;Compl:hn

. his arrest last June 5. ~™%&md

Automatic Appeal
, Cooper, asked if he
+ would pursuc an appeal,
said, "Now I've got 1o go
[ foxward ‘with it. I can't
ignore him now that
there’s a death penalty--—
cven if I have to spend
money out of my own
pocket,"
Cooper and Parsons both
represented Sirhan with-
out fce,

- . Dep, ist. Atty. David N.

¢ Fitts said he “did st

believe, and would not
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