
7

just before he shot Kenne
dy .

"I think .Dr. Diamond Jis 
completely and thorough
ly discredited and deserv
ing of no consideration at 
all,' 'Compton said. Then 
he added, speaking of the 
entire psychiatric profes
sion: ,

'Their whole reason 
. even for'being is to find, 
, something wrong with 
' someone. And what better 
,way to foist their theories 
off on the world than in 
the courtroom?’ , 
* Compton said the jury 

.should not be swayed by 
the fact that it was Kenner.

dy who was shot to death, 
but added, 'On the other 
hand, you cannot divorce 
your thinking from the 
fact that it was Robert F. 
Kennedy who was mur
dered becausec that was 
why the crime occurred.' .An ordinary citizen, 
Compton said, would not 
have incurred Sirhan’s 
hatred. ' 0 .'

6—Compton, conchd d e( 3 
I'The psychkrrstts say that 
I if you hate a man and kill 
, him, you are mature and 
responsible', but if you 
hate him a lot, you are not 

.mature and not responsib- 

. Ie. Ladies and gentlemen, 
we ask you: Don't put a‘ 
premium on hate.’ '

One juror was replaced 
Monday, after-Juror Ro
nald G. Evans of, Ingle-,,

wood was excused because 
of the death of his father. 
The replacement was

George A. Stitzel, a press
room foreman for The
Times. . -— ------ -



FOR THE PROSECUTION — Chief Dep. Dist. A*',. Ly™ D 
Complion telling newsneen that the Sirhan trial and yfd'cT dem' 
onstrated to the world that our system does work- At the let 
us one of the other prosecutors, Dep. Disk A.11'-.D^l-Ny^

Tinies photo by Fitzgcandu whitney
-'C—^--- ~ . . • . . . . - . _ .



'DISAPPOINTED'—Grant B. Cooper, chief defense attorney for 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, stands with arms folded in back of room 
as prosecutors hold new's conference after jury returned its ver
dict. Cooper told newsmen, "Naturally, one is disappointed" 

- , . UP) chato
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Day of Study
Buzzer System Arranged 
to Permit Communication 
With Judge in Courtroom

BY DAVE SMITH 
Times Staff Writer

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/)

Penalty Not Involved
7 In this phase of delibefaTonhsTthe 
jurors are under orders not to 
consider any question of what 
penalty should be imposed on Sir- 
han for the slaying of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. At this point, they are to 
decide only on the question of guilt 
or innocence.

If Sirhan is conviceed of first- 
degree murder, a penalty phase of 
the trial will follow, in which the 
jury must decide between death in 
the gas chamber or Iffe imprison
ment. ■

(Ioeicatc page, name of 
newspaper, city Md state.)

Should the jury return a lesser 
verdctt, Sirhan will be senteneed b^ 
the court.

The jury elected Brace D. Ellsitt, 
28, as its foreman late Monday 
before retiring for the day. Elliott, 
who has a Ph,D. in electrical

The jury in tire Sirhan Bishara engineering, is a systems analyst for 
Sirhan murder trial completed its TRW Systems. He lives in Redondo 
first full day of deliberation Tues- Beach. - . ”—-*-=-’., 
day. • . .. ..

Meanwhlle, a system was set up 
so the jury can commumcaee with 
the courtroom. Three sounds of the
buzzer from the ninth-floor jury 
room to the.eighthffloor courtroom 
will signify the end of deliberation. 
Two buzzes would indhratte that t.he 
jury wiihed to be brought into the 
csurtsoom to have portions of tes
timony read. . .

The Sheriff's Department is marn- 
*tammg the tight security proce
dures that have been fohowed 
throughout the 15-week trial. All 
persons entering the courtroom are. 
still subjected to a thorough search, 
since all future open sessions involv
ing the jury, however brief, will also 
require the presence of the defen
dant.

Superior Judge Umlert V. Walker 
gave the seven-mnn, frve-woman 
jury four .possible v^cte in his 
instruction's Monday: (1) guilty of 
first-degeee murder, (2) guilty of 
second-degree murder, (o) guilty of 
manslaughter or (4) acquitaa-h—-—>•

1-3 LA Times
Los Angeles,. Caaif.

Dae 4-16-6>9
Emuon: Ho—C 1
Author: Dave Smith.
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The Family: 
We Didn't 
Expect This' 

■ Stunned silence quickly gave, 
way to tears as the family of 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan huddled 
in its modest Pasadnaa home 
and heard of the Arab’s convic
tion for first-degree murder.

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, the assast- 
sin’ mother’, and brothers Adel 
and Munir wept when the ver
dict reached 696 E. Howard St. 
yesterday.

“We didn't expect this ver
dict,” Adel told reporters.

Other newsmen were met 
with a firm “no comment” as 
police drived at the one-story, 
wood-frame house and shooed 
reporter and curious onlookers 
away.

A police officer stood guard in 
front of the Sirhan porch.

The front door clicked open 
and Munir, wearmg a blue shirt 
and dark slacks, headed for a 
car in the driveway.
“How is your mother??” he 

was asked. “How is your famt- 
ly?"
“No comment. Absolute! no 

commen t,” Munir repeated, 
somber-faced. He drove a car 
Horn the driveway to a place 
along the curb.

He looked calm, as if the 
initial storm had passed, and 
moved back inside the house. A 
few minutes later he appeared: 
again, and moved a second car' 
from the driveway to the curb.;

He only becanee flustered: 
once-when he had difficultly 
shifting the first car into re
verse gear so he could back it 
out.

He continued to mutter “no 
comment” through clenched 
teeth.

After he disappeared for the 
second time, an officer moved 
his patroll car into the driveway.

With drapes drawn and win
dow shades pulled, the Sir-hans 
chose to shut out as much of the 
octside-worM as possible.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper,, city and state.)

A-7 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angelss, Celle.

oat., 4/1°/6O
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* By”JOHN DOUGLAS 

Herald-Eaamieer Staff Wri'cr

,Tedious review of the more 
than 200 exhibt’s today bogged 
down the deliberatooss of the 
Sirhan Bishara Strhao murder 
^jury, delaying a verdict in the 
case of the admit'ed slayer of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Yesterday the jurors -began 
their deliberatonns at 8117 a.m. 
and worked on the case until 
.shortly before 4 pm wto they 
were bussed back to their heavi
ly guarded quar'ess m the Bilt
more Hotel.

The jurors have the exhibits, 
in the case with them in their-

Today is the 61st day of the 
trial. The jury heard'yo witness
es.

Sir-han does not deny that he 
shot Kennedy at the Ambassa
dor Hotel June 5e 196S. The 
essence of his defenee is that his 
mental capacity is so impaieed 
that he could not meaningiy. and 
mature^ plot and execute the 
killing.

For this reason his lawyers 
hope the jury will find him 
guilty of second-degree murder, 
which can-ess a penalty of five 
years to life.

Other verdcss availab'e to the 
seven men and five women of 
the jury ar-e acquittal, first-! 
degeee murder, or manslaugh- 

iuftth-flssr Hall of Justice jury ^w^h ^ penalty of one fe^a 
room. So far they have osi!yea1rSL______________ '

requested the reading of any of Grant B. Cooper, ciifef 3e- 
the more than 10,000 pages of tense counsel, fears a firs--<e--

(Ioetcate page, Mme of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Herald Examiner
Los Angeles, Caaif.

»

the trial record. gree verdict. If that is thf jury’s
Their only request, according choice it then will have to de-

to Bailiff William Polhemus, 
was for a piece of chalk and a 
light bulb.

Polhemus said the' jury was 
surprising to him in its accord.

.cide whether Sirhan should be 
imprisoned for the rest of his 
life, or be executed in San 
Quentins gas chamber.

Judge Herbert V. Walker, who
He explained that often durnrg presides over tlie trial, told the
the heat of deliberations jurors jey that it must not consider 
have fallings out which result in the issue of penalty in this stage 
the for matoo n of intra-jury ‘ ’ .............
cliques. No such situation exists 
in the Sirhan jury, he said.

Russell E. Parsons, one of 
Sirhan’s defenee lawyers, fore
cast that the constderation of 
e-xhibi’s in, the casse may delay 
th'e verdict for several days'

of its deliberationt.
Jury deliberations are, of 

course, secret. So far the only 
thing known of the conduct of 
the 12 is that they elected ryn— 
terns analyst Dr. Bruce Elliott 
foreman. He is the youngest 
member of the panel.-) —" ,

— 4-16-6>9E^iiloo: Night Final
Author: John Douglas 
Eetisi: Donald Goseeo.sw
Tite: Kensaat
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A-1 Herald-Examiner 
tos Angeles, Caalf.

By JOHN DOUGLAS • ■
. Heraid-Examierr Staff Writer.

Defense and pr•osbcution attorneys in Dm Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan murder trial girded today to bMM lor 
the life of the convicted assassin of Sen. Robm’t F. 
Kennedy at a penalty MM sM to begin,at 9:30 mm.
Monday
At iooue is whether the jury of answered “wo hmo. to Judge 

seven men and five women, who H^b^ V W^s inquiry if 
yesterday convicted the young phe jury had
Arab of HrS-rfegeee murder in! At a nod ^i

the June 5, 1968 shooting fb^ junst, Baiiff Wm 
Kennedy, should die in the gasi™" ok ^.wr^ ver;

y ..,:_. r----  T,.. Ellon and

Al-jurrro: “So say you one. _sol 

say you all?” *
The jurors answered in uni-! 

soil, “Yes."
After further 'verdicts of the 1 

murder jury-oio.ee finding Sir
han -guilty of assault with a 
jdeadly weapon with intent to 
icommit mUrdfr-C?ioper de
i manded the jury be pelted on 

• the murder verdict.
Several of the women jurors 

■ could barely utter their mfirnwi- 
tlve answers to Mrs. Ntshika- 

i was quiet but insistent ques-

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

4/18/69
Donald Grrdenvw

chamber or s|.pend the rest of his dict from Dr • 
P

life in states prison.
Chief defenee attorney Grant

brought it to the bench.
Moments later. in a

B. Cooper believes that w hen voice, Judge Walker's 
Bep. Dist. Atty. John Howard Mrs, Alcce Nishikawa, 
begins his arguments tn ^toward Sirhan and read: 
penalty phase of die toft pohh-i "We ^ j^. rind the 
cal aooaooi^at:On Omi n^d ini ant Sirhan Sirhan guilr 

murder in viola^on of Sec

B. Cooper believes that when
husbe i 
clerk.

defe d

tiching.-
Sirhan was

but it was
clearly nervous.

.n enigmanc ner-
vousnoss. The Jordurnan kilter 

shouted!who quern

Ms nation since 1902. he wid; 
“urge the death penalty without 
actually asking for it.”

The Sirhan jury brought in Ms 
verdict yesterday at 11:19 a.m. 
Strain etched across his-face. 
jury foreman Dr. Bruce Elliott 
hirosef not much older than th 
23-yoar-odd convicted murdeeei

of

of the Penal Codie. We find him 
further to be guilty of murder in 
the first degree.”

She paused, and then, turning 
acooss the well of the armor-

Character:
or

Claosiiicatinn:
SubmUUnq Olllce:trs Angfl-fSthe! 

eek!oaths and obscfiutios.a 
courtroom, during his 
trial, was quiet. He whispered' 
frantically for momfnTo to Rus-
sell E. Parson
yer:

' ro:

s, one of his av-
ind chief defenee investi- 
Michael McCowan. and

then was hi itied out. of cwrt.
Neither Parsons, nor Mc-

would discuss
itheir client

what

□ Being Investigated
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| All McCowan would say was: 
। "I can tell you thls—he didn't 
cry.” ,----------.

The ink of tie Sirhan verdict 
! was . barely dry when Cooper 
' and Parsons began their battle 
’to win for him a life sentence 
instead of a killer’s death in San 
Quentins gas chamber.

Cooper launched a seres of 
four legal maneuvers;, each of 
which was flatly rejected by 
Judge Walker.

eFirst he sought another jury 
to decide the issue of penality on 
the ground that Sirhan’s rights 

; had been violated in the c'noos- 
i ing of the trial jury.

The judge’s answer was, 
“No.”

©Second, in an afternoon 
court session, he pleaded for 
permsssion to subpoena Dist. 
Atty. EveHe J. Younger and his 

। staff to tell the jury they had 
once been willing to allow Sir- 
han to plead guilty without a 
trial and then see him sent to 
prison and not executed.-------- -.

Judge Walker said, “No."
0Third, he demanded that 

former San Quentin warden 
Clinton Duffy, an outspoken foe 
of capital punishment, be al
lowed to take the witness box to

tell Sirhan’s jury that death was 
not an “efficacious” punishment 
for murder. '•-

i Said Judge Walker, “The law 
forbids this.”

© Finally, at the urging of 
Sirhan’s Arab associate counsel
Issa Nakhleh, and admtttedly 
against his better judgment, 
Cooper asked that witnesses be 
allowed to come from Washing
ton to tell the jury of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, which the de
fense claims warped Sirhan’s 
mind and drove him to murder 
Sen. Kennedy. •

No, again, answered Judge |with them until Sunday evening.
Walken-.

Rejected in his four pleas, 
Cooper grew cagey as to what 
his strategy will be when the 
penalty trial opens.

Prosecution attorneys made it 
; clear that in their opinion, when 
the jury ddiberaees Sirhan’s 
faee, it must make a socio
political as well as a legal deci
sion.

Said Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton at a news 
conference:

‘This is a unique ease, with
out precedent. I fed that the 
jury’ will express the conscience 
of the nation and the reaction of 
the nation to this crime. This is 

l political assassination”’
There is also an outside 

chance Mrs. Mary Sirhan, the 
kiUer’s mother, may take the 
wttr.ess stand to plead for Sir- 
han’s life. ~ „

brother'
Adel Sirhan, who v’stted his 

in his cell yesterday 
afternoon, refused to speak fur
ther. It was explained that the 
detente was takmg no chance of 
any utterance of the family 
leakmg to the jury-------- .

That jury, too, was in near 
seciusion—id its sixth floor 
quarters in downtown Los An
geles’ Biltmore Hotel.

Judge Walker dispatched 
them under heavy guard a few 
minutes after the verdict was 
announced. He told them their 
husbands or wives could visit

Thus is the status of the Sir
han cause as it stands today: -

© The .jury must decide the 
penalty for the young Arab’s 
crime, with “unrrammddd dis
cretion” as to a life or death 
pen-alfy.

© No matter what it decides, 
Judge Walker has Ue authortyy 
to reduce, but not increase the 
penalty. He could void any 
death ectieence.It will be up to Judge Walk
er to fix penalties for Sir-hans’, 
five convictions on the lesser 
counts of assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to commit 
murder. California law demands 
that seneenees for these crimes 
not be added to the murder 
penalty;; if Sirhan gets life he 
will serve concurrent ectteeuces 
on the assault counts. '

© No matter what the penakv 
verdtet, there probably will be 
an appeal. Such an appeal N 
mandatoyy if death is decreed. 
and will take more than a y • 
to pursue.

OThe de-fenee is convinedi’ 
that Judge Walker commttt&d 
“more than one” major judicial 
error during the triat. which it 
hopes to take to a higher court.

o Appeals may see chaness in 
the defenee staff Parsons is an 
appeals specialist But Cooper, 
who said he has worked without 
sure he can afford, to continue 
in the c?.se. ■ •

O No matter what the final 
decision in the Sir-han case-no 
final penalty will be inflicted for 
more than a year, accenting to 
Cooper. - ------—v*___
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SIRHA.VS LAWYERS DISCUSS VERDICT 
R»ss£j! E- Parsons, left:, and Grant B. Cooper .
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' ■ - Speculation .Underscored ,
jjjie jury's quertipn■ and its, leng
thening debate underscored specula-. 
(tion that the panel i' undecided 
।whether the killing ’of Kennedy was 
first- or second-degree mupicr. ■ ■
I • Speculation also arose that specu
lation itself was premature. ,• 4 .

, More - than 130 exhibits, were - 
enteral during the 15-wtek trial, 
‘and jurors wishing to appear fam- 
mindcdl might feel obliged'to exa- g• RV DAXT ^MTTW * " mUHuw inlglU Jee* vUllotdl to cxa-: BY DAVE SMITH s^-. C^e them .all, even ifthey had

• * " ;7 m”Sa ."j^,.?-;,/■ '. Iarrived at a private decision. ’ -
• .The jury in Sirhan Bishara Sir- 1 .'Sirhan's -controversial .notebook

han’s-murder trial .returned'to the ’alone would requir-e two hours for 
courtrami Wednesday to ask Super- each of the 12 jurors to read..
for Judge Herbert V. Walker to -' —f’-’ — ™i<m»«™

(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Verdicts of acquittal or voluntary 
mantlaughte)r-bboth' possible under 
the-instructions given the jury by

3-1 LA Times
Tos Angeles, Calif.

- clarify his.instructions on,second- 
degree _muudl|rr.‘ -'/< .. .^V' iulg--ilirtlui;unr> given the jury by

After ]StilihigVfOW’’ab0Ut^.^ JudgcWalker Mlonday-aare w^M-, 
minuts and . noddmg that they |ergd highly unlikely^ • '
understood, the jurors filed back to ,If. Strhan w cwvicwi .w fust- 
the jury room, where they deliberate degree mwtfer, his trial would 
' ed for another hour without reach- proceed. Ure next day to a .penalty 

1 ' ' phase; in which.he could receive
Cither a ',death ’sentence or • life 

i imprro>hmnnt.’ : ‘:
; Judge Walker, re-read his original ';‘WK "yUbe •'& 
instuictlon, but added another inter--1^^ l^iUsLhH^ = • 
pretation to help clarify it: ' ” ^rely not more than a

’if you f’in.d from the evidence pay or two.
that, at the: time the defendant shot ,'. ^ three weeks of psy- 
and kilted Sen'. Robert F. Kcmrndy, chiaCrtc tgstmoioty, attor- 
hs mental capacity had bero sub- ^ys M *°h sd®5 
sCaoCially .reduced,, whether caused therefchttteteftthatroula 
by mental imics or intoxication ora bg offo^red by .way of rniti- 
eombioation,1 of tmental‘ ilinerrs and gation fox1 Suhans crime, 
imbibing of'intoxicating beverages, 'and. that the jurysdreh 
or any other cause:, and if ’you find sion w ll depg0a chiefly on 
that to'the extent that you have a .att erne's fx^I ar- 
rearonablg doubt, whether he did or gumeot‘s• „
could maturely and meaningfully . ’“S,:thgplorgeul“i^ 
,premgdtlaer, deliberaee and reflect 'h‘asa!gaaZ s^dJt willnot 
upon,the gravity of his contempaite Wbe the drata pe^lty. 
ed act'or form an' intent to kill, you if ^j301 *' cooV1Ctgdpf
cannot convict him of a willfult—sg^30a-dggree*murdg:i>thg 
deliberaee or prepredHaedd murde^coUxC_wt.l±en^^ him to 
of the first degree, but you may find 
him guilty, of murder in the second 
degree if you are convinced beyond , 
a reasonable doubt that he had the —.
mental'capacity to .harbor, or goCer•
tainmance aforethought.* *---» . K) o^

the jury room, where they deliberat

ing a verdict. At 4 p.m. they were 
locked up. ’ending the second full 
day of deliberation. •

,attorness’ final ar
guments.
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fle years, to life in prison, ^^•**P^^^^On with the exact term to be 
set later by the California 

IAdult Authority. >
Should the jurors find' 

• themselves unable to 
agree on a verdict, a hung 

J jury probabty would not 
result in a retrial of the 
case. It is considered most 
’iikely that Judge Walker 
would take the case from 
the jury and, depending 
on agreement by the de- 
ffene and prosecution, ac
cept a guilty plea from the 
defense and simply sen-, 
tence Sirhan to Ute impri-' 
sommenc* *—'—’.
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Sir-hans day re court-bega? 
Jan. 7.-with hs defense attor-;

--- ------By MYRNA OL’VEK-—^t»atf* K1?^yGdiedat1^’^^

- Hvrald-Exiimntrr Staff WrW ^ «.m. JM1 6 at GOOU SU -g .o throw out hi’ i?dictrVnnt
It bbgan at 12:13 a.m. on thmarita“ HfePiaa,/Jtmr m/rub’on the. grounds his grand jury 

morning of June 5, 1953, in ,aftrr nV.lSkCtOw^Vdged h^^was not a representative cross 
’ kitchen pantry off the KmbasefOrc‘i3pfiitiSal.Virtfry.ac‘df ^ of the population.. The
“oliosyA-gvls A^eS,dOWn amid v*vs of “WarnfennSo. .

dor Hotel. . p*,... .J His jury of right mbn and four
It began to end at 11:19 a.n W1.hc„a?f;“r^ d.a'’?^ was impanwtdi Jan. 24.

o? thr mornung of Apnl 17,19&7,» Sirhan w.’in^cted by ^^ aiteriaittss, two of whom
' in an armor-plated cfurtfOlLfs A^ete ^ to replace ailing and bv-
- on the eighth floor'of Los Aimurder. Rv w’’furthfr mdcctwlreavvd memtier's on the drcid-, 

'kvlrs’ Hlll of Justed. i ° fvb sfucts of aSeaul;^wtth,aing panel, were sworn Feb. 11, ’
^in thb poet-vicf<l'y hour of tbtjdVl^ h i^th1 15 “m^ good an-tab’
c^P’t’ita'i'LP’Sy mmdSLAm,drv.iwrjt:ae’S1dJc.•lv.X
California Presidential Primary
election, Sirhan Bishara Strhan 
fired a 22 caliber mini-nwgnum 
bullet point-Wank into the bran 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-
N.Y., aspirant to the Presiden
cy- . .

Thr diminutive Arab defeo.^ me!> cut off from pub!-
, dant, iuslsung he could not re-'city about the evidence they 
t member the nciidtntt which were to weigh 
■ prom?;d h^S’^aS Attorneys began their opening 
. arraigned for the charges June^.. ' .e’ og the
^andv'ovjsVj.c^minSE^^^^

Yesterday a jury’ of seven thech1?11 at the Nvw Coun-’F. Kennedy, Feb. 13, and called 
men and five women found Sir-ty Jau- 'their first witness Feb. 14.
han guilty of murdvr in the FroW by the fad-gloved p^e mistrial had threat-
first degree, and his ‘^“■mf 0ffiOSrJ^V^ Cozened official opening of the case 
tors labeled it emphatically 4^ ™vedDJnarE^ tohSs°n ■W5 Birthday when a 
political assassination. > KLTSll on tte Hao of ^s Angeles mbrnung newspaper
,‘mans ong legal march lo^ m to^eStf  ̂^.o nj/ge 

ward possible death in S.n^urtoon” where his future ^Vnet the oroiX 
Quentins gas chamber began at would be decided. ^VntVngVt if h/Taded ^itv

ca1l:a'mt>JslVbv’ws The heavily guarded cen adjudge Walker ruled that the 
:a::^ivaf;ia!ayiKgggaaurgg .
football star Roosevelt Grierw^^eN^ Fifty-six winv’srs ’ter R be-
and athlete Rafer dohnsnn,£s£^ sVV^ 
quickly afterward by the IoeierJt00hiev rS^ Su-rma on Feb. 27
Angeles Police Deoartment Atomy KU’ed E. Pano®. Sirhan testified for and 
A“gvKe pfli'iV.DePartmei3t• veteran trial lawyer, assumed . ,f h ,, ^Re did notgve hi’ name. ^hans deirnev from the pub&lgg hmfKrcnedv’ bd-

At 7:30 am June 5, Jofndelendrr and te^iatelyjm^
Doe,” later identified by his moved to seek: te^s&hV,ifud2^^
.oA.^ iAirth’ . the shooting or writing threassSa^’m-’J^1^^^ oD’soovery, a legal procedd-on the svnatfre$ life in his dia-
before Muntcip^t Court Jn-geing. by which the drfenee had^’.
Joan DemP’ey Kein on SlXaccr-ss to statements of all pro- Hi deM_ee res»M March 27 
count’ of assauIt with 3 dradyvevsutifn witnesses. Judge Her-.fJ's -1)^ ^Vitnes^ i71 
weapon' . , , bert V. Walker, who wafto play^X wSS

In the shooting mr’ev. S^the final legal role of his carevrc'uX.XSi S te°S 
Sfso^J ^‘n S“g [r^a^"«=' ^ Cil^WM 
iiCVdlfiAS W0^k^ -■ft ai■.sf,ur''000’■ ^,?1" "*re’'retof too great a ■<Mard ca-
SeGoSVSn1 y01!nMoetAh 0 Suppression ° SuWs ^-paeity” to meaningfully and 
g^nTS^ SStKrVs from the rviettnce. o? thrmlaturrly plan or carryout mur- 
Ev^*' ^..moc. ^‘Vgiounds t;hry hid bvec taken byder.
w0nkt^: 'Wa-SniCgt0.C^ nVWemanpoIisv without a search war- P]fevcul01a and deircsv res.t- 
Wil!am. ?\elSrl, and teenagVJtsIt: Judge Walker denied thatvejointlv April S. after 90 wit-
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ST the personalities leading to At 2.5-5 pmi. M.^^eXr? 
and New York retired Ito its deilleraUnn room, 
the death of the New York; e aMw Sirha..s conn.
senator.

one floor above Sirhan’s court-
room, returning two days later- 

On Apr! 9, the prosecution o nWre instruction from Judges 
began its closing argument, walker on the relation of dimin
spearheaded by Asst District shed capacity to a verdict of 
Attorney David N. Fit’s, and on seconddegree murder.
April 10 Parsons, Berman and 
Cooper answered him.

Chief Deputy District Attor
ney Lynn D. Compton ’ummed 
up the case of the people vs. 
Sw ”a£' £m athe . “Yes".chanted the **“ 

jury in the law under which Prow- . . ————-’
they were to operate. . Sirhan ’tiKcned.

Yesterday, they found Sirhan 
guilty of murder in the first 
degree.

"So say you one, so say you 
01?’ asked the clerk.

Sirhan stiffened!.
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Father, Arabs 
Call Sirhan -^

■ Hero-Martyr 
' JERUSALEM (UPI)-Sirhan 

,Bishar'a Sirhan said Thursday 

„night he was even more 
; adamant than ever before that’ 
his son had “committed an act 
of political courage and even of 
necessity"’ in his shooting of 
Robert F. Kennedy.

’It was shortly after 9 p.m. 
when the elder Sirhan received 
the news that a Los Angeles 
jury had found his son guilty of 
first-degeee murder in the death 
of Kennedy last June.

. Sirhan was in bts-twostory 
A stone house on the edge of the 

village of Taibeh, where be has 
• remained! throughout the long 
’ trial.
’ Something had to be done "to 
■ bring to the attentom of the 

United! States people the.wrong-1 
ness of America’s support for 
Israel," Sirhan t,old newsmen.

Many of the Arab residents of 
Taibeh and through the occu
pied West Bank area agreed 
with Sirhan. The Arabs view the 
young Jordanian as a hero and 
a martyr for the Arab and 
PaItstkiian cause.. ,

Veteran political observers in 
’ Beirut said the conviction of 

Sihan was expected to provoke 
a wave of popular protest to the 
Arab world.

Although the long trial got 
little more than routine atten- 

. tion.in the Arab press, interest 
in his casse has been sparked 
recently by the appearance in 
Arab capitals of posters hailing 
Sirhan as hero of Palestne.

* The well-printed posters mi 
black and red are issued by the! 
Palestine Liberaiowk Orgarura-I 
tion and show a drawing of 
Sirhan with the words-iXdO 

"'ormy country."” '
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.The jury studying the murder case 
, against Sirhan Bisharn Sirhan re
turned' to the courtroom to ask 
further ihstructpns on a Wi^of 

i second-degree murder.., '
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BY JOHN DOUGLAS-’second degree if you arc con-Persons saidd: - ■ ^ V t
vinccd beyond, a reasonablesaw King HwnT^ 
doubt that*'he had the mfottil'Wtek, at .Un^.N^on’;

Nakhtehn was there. to discuss 
capacity to harbor or wtertamthj, exchange with him. We 
mah’c aforcthoughtt.” , worked it out. He hasn’t been
During the 15-week trial, tleherc for fun you knew-.,He has't 

defense freely concedd! thaibcen here to help u’. Wf have 
Sirhan "hated Kennedy andbeCO, wor^ng ^•^♦w^^an 

» -y Jkhfh. I was going to Jordanwantfdhm dcad. | frst but then we decided
Grant B. Cooper, • the young aea,ost it." •

Arab's chief defense ■counsel, However, there was no oeofir• 
seemed encouraged'by thc turn maUon frem.aoa ’tel sour^ 
of events the jury delibcratinrts thtt,^a ceulsc wa’ being’ 
had te. He toti nfM ’coRfS* to Ncw York, Na-- 

thf armor-ptaeed courtroom af-khich had this to say: ’ f •
.♦ There can be no dtscuts'»0 

of an exchange.. until after 
the v’crdcct. Talk to me after 'the 
vCidtot.” .

. HIernl»■Sx*<tnieer Staff Writer ''’“ 
■ Sir-han Bishara1 Sirhan’’ 

jury could possibly have a 
verdict ’ of second-degree 
murder on it’ mind as it 
returns to the Hall of Jus- 
lice for the fourth day of 
dtltbtrationvin the young 
Arab’trial., ■
She jury gave first ind0ati0n 
C’thinking at mBfCrooc|ir 
y*esterday when it ^tktd*Jud& 
Herbert v walker, presiding 
over theyra!, for additional 
iOttrecci00ts on a seconddeegeee 
vcrdctf

Conviction for secondi-degrec 
murder carries a penalty o’ five 
years to life. A person so con
victed is cigibte for parole after 
20 months. However, Sirhan’s 
attorneys have ind0artd they

(Indlottc page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Herald Examiner 
Los Angclc’, CaWf.

the armor-plated < 
f[ the jurors had again retired
to Kher deliberation room

i'It does not hurt us. It jr/ti- 
cates at least one of them (the 
jurors) is thinking , of second 
degree. One juror can ask that
question.” 1

This was refceolre to the law 
which permits a single jurer, ordoubt if be could ever be pa

-SreciHcaW ' th- Jury wanted any number of jurors to a’k the 
SKcrncany, «„ jury wvn^d, .dd for ampMtdd instrucUoss. 

The Sirhan jury has now de
bated for more than 14 hours. It

I additional advice on the ques
tion of impaired mcnifl capaci- 
•y as it relates to the June 5,
193$, saying! of Sent. Robert F. 
Kennedy at the Ambassador Ho
tel.

The jurist told the seven men 
and five women'jurors:-"
"If you find that thc'defea- 

dant’s mental capacity was di
minished or reduced to the ex
tent that you have a reasonable 
doubt whether he did or could 
maturtl y and meaningudly

quit for the day at 3:59 p.m. It 
was set to reconvene at S a.m.

As he awatted the verdict, 
Russell E. Parsons, another of 
Strhan’s lawyers, disclosed that 
the defendnat expected to be 
traded by this government for 
concessions in the Middle East 
if he is convicted. 1

Parsons said 
khM< Palestina 
at/counsel in'

Llhat Issa Na-- 
in Arab assoc-- 
/ the case, had

It was pointed out at the Hall 
of Justice that the legal compli
cations of such an exchange 
would be enormous. The United 
States has no jurttdiction over 
Sirhan. Ho, ..is a prisoner of 
Californaa ~ a sovereign state. 
Moreover, it is expected that 
public reaction t.o such barter 
would be swift and cxtrcmCly 
adverse. ;q * -

Furthemoere, insofar as-J’ 
known, there are no important 
American prisoners held by any. 
Arab state. । ....;

Sirhan made a brief appear
ance in court when the jury 
returned for irstnIctioss. 
Dressed in rumpeed blue shirt 
an black’ pants, he scented 
extremely ttosc, He ’miied non 
vously at Par-sons when t.he cldr 
eriy lawyer explained the legal

premeditate, deliberate and re
Dect upon the gravity of h’ King Hussein of Jordan at the 
contemplate act, or form an .united Nations last week. Na^^f.^ 
intent to kill, you can not con- khich is director et0Cial of'T!emaneuvers to him- 
v’. hm.ov •mur'd^r Sn iheunrecognezcd Palestrae Arob 
.lrSLdeer.tc, but you m^'iWCgite03 co the UN.
Em guilty of. murder in Jhf g

disused such a maneuver with
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H The jurors, continue to be 
caTxir^^greeabl—w^^ 
another, *«o«W to Bailiff 
William Polhemus. So far they 
have Masked to have any-of 
the trial'transcript read to 
them. j

Their only.., demands have 
been for a piece of chalk, a light 
bulo and a blackboard eraser 
Which they revested yesterday.

.Under an agreement ap
proved by the judge yesterday, 

• jurors who desire may be per
mitted to eat in their rooms at 

;their Biltmore Hotel, quarters. 
,The law provides that they be 
kept together; except when 
sleeping:. However Judge Walk
er eased the stricture at the 
jury’s request and with the ap- 
fproval of-J>rosecution and.de- 

. tfense. .. *:—^;-

A
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'IS THIS YOUR VERDICT, .
. SO SAY YE ALL?'-/YES' .

■ Ten months and 10 day's of tension dinoaxed in 31 minutes
of pronoun-cement yesterday for Sirtsn Bishara Sirhan, murd—• 
erer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

The case of Sirhan, pro and con, was presented in 15 weeks 
of trial in Los Angeles’ Hall of Justices. His jury deliberaedl 15 
hours and 42 mnuees.

At 10:48 a.m. yesterday, Capt. Craig Carpenter of the Los 
Angeles Sheriffs Department, told Sir-han, who sat idly in his 
cell: "I think you may have a verdict.” . ,

At 11:W am. he did. ' • -
1 ' Retunw to the courtroom at 11:11 a.m,, the jurors were
' asked by Judge Walker: •
- ■ “ladies and gentlemen of the jury, do you have a
. verdict?”

’ “Yes, we have, your honor,” repiedi the iorenwn, Bruce 
Eliott, handing a'thiek sheaf of papers to a court attoc-fe, who 
reaped them to the judge.

■ After Judge Walker had read them, he passed the papers to
■. his clerk, Mrs. Alice Nishi awa, whose voice reflected nervous

ness as she read:
' “We the jury in the above entity action find the defendant 

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan guilty of murder, in violation of Section
‘ 187, Penal Code, a felony, as charged la Count One of the 

nldii!nItat. We further find it to be murder in the first 
degree.” • ’ ’

Continuing Mrs. Nishikawa asked, “Is this your verdict, 
ladies and gentlemen, so say ye one, so say ye alll"’ to which 
the jurors’ unison reply was: " ** •
-—“Yes"
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S!RHANS/CT 
A 'NEC/SITY,' 
FATHER SAY'S

JER&SALEM (UP1> 
—Bishara Sirhan said , 
Thursday night hie was 

• even morc adamant than 
before th at his son had 
’committed an act of po
litical courage and even 
of necessity' in his 
shooting of Robert F. 
Kennedy.

It was shortly after 9 
p.m. when the elder | 
Sirhan received the . 
news that a Los Angles 
jury had found his son 

’ guilty o£ first-degree 
murder in the death of 
Kennedy last June. .

Something had to be 
.done 'to bring to the. 
'attention of the United ’ 
States people the 
wxongnesS of Americans 
support for Israel," .Sir- 
Jian tol<j newsmen. „ , . '
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----------- -Acting m Atty. LymnD 
' •- Compton has said that Hwiroe 

up to the jury to set a precedent 
' 4. in how political assassins are.to 

, . bc punished in this country.
' iThere are no cases to guide

I them. Compton points o^- 

’ Compton is 2 firm believer in 
’’. ’ the death penalty per se. He 
'• ; terms it an "•11^51!) part of the 
nr graduated scale .of punishment!
'3 V provided for in thus state."

(Indicate page, name of 
newsraaper, rttt and state.)

, By JOHN DOUGLAS
' Mera'S rxt«>1iif staff Witenr

He is active in attempts t° 
;defeat a Calfforraa Bar Associa
tion resolution calling for * it?

A-2'
‘ Hat the end of thus trial, you aboliionn. . . .

Callforaia Law leaves He pen
alty up to the jury and gives’ it 
do guideUnes It is a matter for 
the ‘'uitraammeled discrete" 
of the seven men and five 
women jurors. according 'to the

thought st was a proper case, 
vo^a•yru be wming to come 
down from the jury room, look 
ths defendant in the eye and 
sy: ' ■ . . "

“ ’Suhon .s.iHwn.for the mur
der of Sea, Robert Y. Kennedy 
vou die in the gas chamber’"”

This question, asked of each 
taper in the Sir-han murder trUd, 
is no longer theoretlcaL

Today 11. jurors gather in the

aw. „
Howard says he will point tf 

'out strongly to the wrs. He 
says he will also bear down 

Sirhan\ “tack ofheavily on Sirhan’s “lack of 
remorse*’ for his June 5. 19^ 
Ambassador Hotel fatal .snoot*
ing of the New York senator.

Mercy. Sirhan's admittedly
eght-Boor. armor-paaled Ha'Jf^^red mental capacity and
Justice courtroMn. where they . * ■ - ------------- "'
dtrrtttdt a fust degree murder 
verdict for the young Arab last 
‘eEKl to hear from Dep. Dist. 
Atty. John Howard why. if at 
all. Sutas should die. '

wha defense- lawyers believeto-

Heraid-Examiner 
Los Angeles, . 
CaUf.

Defense .attorneys in the case 
believe that Howard will “urge 
the death penalty without ac
tually asking for it." accordng 
to Grant B. Cooper. ’

As the prosecution views pso- 
alty i,n the case of the convicted 
murderer, in deciding; it the 
jury must .set national social 
and'^udTr^al policy. ’ ”'
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beisstico jn the case wil be 
advanced as reasons why he 
should not die, but go to prison 
for life. .

There is an outside.chance the 
defendant's mother, Mi^ Mary 
Sirhan, 55, may take the witness 
box to plead for her son's life, 
according to defense co-counsel 
Russell E. Parsons.

Cooper was turned down by 
Judge Herbert V. Walker last 
week when he sought permis
sion Ito call a battery of other 
witnesses including Hist. Atty. 
EveHe J. Younger and former 
San Quentin Warden Clinton

will open the triaWodsy>'Hs 
says he will address the jury, 
but call no witnesses.

The evidence and argument 
phase of the penalty trial is 
expected to be short — no moire 
than two days. ।

Decision time in the trial may 
take much longer. It took the 
Sichau jury 15 hours and 42 
minutes deliberation, spread 
over four days to find the 25- 
year-old Palestinian immigrant 
guilty of first degree murder.

Decision as to whether lie' 
shad live or die could take 
hours or weeks.

Duffy. Younger reportedly once Since reaching their verdict 
was ready to agree to a dral by Thursday mooting, Sirhan’s ju- 
which Sirhan would plead guilty - - - - - -

Since rsswhOg their verdict

in return for a life sentence. 
Duffy is an outspoken foe of 
capital punishment

Judicial order in a penalty 
trial calfe for the prosecution to 
presenT-its case first Howard

rors have been locked up under 
heavy guard in the Biltmore 
Hotel. Their wives and husbands 
were permitted to v&t thsm 
this weekend as they have been

•sequestered.
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BY DAVE SMITH • 
■ Tmncr Staff Wrti!r ■

The jury in th.e Sirhan -Br'shara 
Sirhan murder trial retired .'Monday 
to drctde whether Sirhan should live 
oy diefor the murder of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy.
V They were locked up after 212 
hours; dehberahon without reaching 
a verdco. • • g

—. , Final Plea *----------- ~
In a quiet, final plica for '

■ mercy for Kennedy's mur
derer, Cboper read from 
.Kennedy's own state- 
mm's of April 5—one day' 
afirr Kings death, and, 
exactly two months before 
he himself was .fatally 
shot. ‘ '

Cooper told the Jury that 
Kennedy told a crowd in 
Cleveland:,

"Whenever any Ameri- , 
can’s life is taken -by 
another Americam unne- 
Crseriiy—whehher it is 
donc in the name of the

(IndIcate■pagr, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-1
. Among the Jast words' they heard 
before they were given the case was 
a quotahon from- Kennedy's own 
plea aftrr Martin Luther King was 
mmdered that Americans dedicate . 

, twrnrelyes "to tame the savageness ... the whU 
of mmMto make gentle the lffe of degraded ..." ' ”
^wor?:.. a We must recognize
’D'e^rnee attorney Grant B. Cooper that ths short life can 

urged the Jury, "as a kind of neither be ennobled nor 
posthumous 'tribute to Sen. Kenne- enriched by hatred or 
dy, te spare Sidun's Iffe. tv-enge. Our lives on this

Dcp. Dirt. Atty. John E Howairf, PIanrt are too short and 
cring 10 months of eprcial oreecuw™-^-work to be done too

' - - great to let this spirit
flourish any longer in our 
land..." •

।aw or in the defiance of 
taw, by one man or a gang, 
In cold blood or in passion, 
In an attack of violence or 1 
in response to viotem 
. . . the whole narion is

LA Times 
Los Angeles 
Calif.

tion to insure a fair trial 
.for Sirhan, told the Jury 
that now that he has been' 
convicted of firsMegre 
murder, "he has no special 
claim to further preserva
tion."

Without asking for a 
death verdict in so many 
words, Howard made it 
dear that was what the 
prosecution sought as he 
urged the jury "that each 
of you in your hearts have 
the courage of your con- 
victlonr, the courage to 
write the end to this trial •

Cooper said that he be- 
1.^M that if Kennedy, 
himself had been in the 
courtroom Monday, he
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able peaoiog■sses and psy-
IsuiR?^e.¥d!if^^  ̂ “ se'M

o spare Sohans Me. more can be learned about
In a. dramaitc closing the human mmd, and 

• moment, Cooper Mmed to what makes people want 
,face the tmy Palestmian tokill' •
IAS' Av^ch  ̂ Such a study. Cooper
S^ aneyes™ w!1 and said, could help prevent 
eombcrtnadtoldhlm: further such primes as

'And now, Sirhan Sir- Sirhan’s
han, IvedoneaJHhe lest Cooper's pica fohowed 
that I wuld do for you. , an imJn^seiionld plea for

!-mercy by defense attorney
„Shifting hs gaze to Mrs. Russell E Parsons, wCo 
Mary Sirhan, 56, ia We told the jurors that a 
’eTOnd row of the <surt’ verdict of death would be, 
ro°ni, Cooper entd, Mary .in effect, tclling the world 
Suhail, I now eatntet ^e that justice isn't possible 
li e of oour eoa tOlthe iaAmeri<nt. •
Amerintn jury. Aad,.Mnro

. Sirlaan, may your prayess 
• be answered.’
' Mrs;. Sirhan was the only 
defense witnes in the 
'penalty phase, of the trial. 
Cooper called, her to thie 
stand and asked just one 
question: 'In his entire 
.life before the shooting:, 
has Sirhan ever been in 
.trouble with thie law?"

Solemn Answer
Mrs. Sirhan answered in 

a solemn voice: 'He has 
.never been. And that Is 
not from me and not from 
him. This is beoauee I 
rasse him up under the 
.Jaw of God and in His 
Love."

pioceess we now enjoy/ 
Howard ooaKc»Cdd that

« ". Sirhan is mentally ill and.
..c0SpCr♦eirceeCd.^.r'ePcn- enid, 'We have never dis

, tedly that while the law - -
prescrites either death or life imprisonment for 
first-dcgeee murder, the 
law states no preference..

If Kennedy’s life must 
he avenged, Cooper sug
gested, Sirhan's conviction 
and a sentence of life 
impleoanment is ven
geance enough.

To execute Sirhan can-
aiirbrrlidKCnbA^ opp^sedd. There may well 
topeSiS tbUltffSOnSCea.- be a eubetnntial number in 
SoS^ ths courtroom who need 
Cantonna MediCal FuciIi- l^v no farther hack than Va^v^e would ^ “ “k S

Hint of Hitlerism
'This man is sick:/ said 

Parsons, 'and I don't be- 
Heve we've got down to 
the bottom'rutg yet, 
where we execute sick 
people in California.' To 
do so, he said, would be 'to 
follow Hitler, who be- 
Heved in Kung' the lame, 
the halt and the sick." 

f .Howard, in a brief ar- • 
gument, told the jury:

•Mitigation, of political 
assassination to any de
gree must sooner or later 
spell an end to the tradi
tional democratic election

puted that Sirhan Buhara 
Sirhan is abnormal-only, 
the extent of his abnorma
lity, and its legal signifi
cance, if any.*

But, said Howard:
'You should be .remind

ed that Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan reached ths shore 
at the indulgence of a 
nation which takes pride 
in providing refuge to the

themselves strangers in a 
new society which ottered 
greater opportunity for 
the individual to achieve 
success within the limits

of, his Oapncltles. For ths 
defendant, that wns'-aos 
enough. (•

'History may well re
cord that .but for ths 
dcfcadnnt, Sen. Kennedy 
might have succeeded to 
the highest honor and 

1 reepotaebility which the 
Ameriran democratic pro

' cess ona bestow'. .
Liakcd to Polities

'Beoond doubt, the 
tragedy which o)cOurred.la, 
the early morning hours of 
June 5,1968, at the Ambas
sador Hotel was politically 
motivatdd. The question 

. now to be resolved is the 
’ proper penalty for politi
cal neeass’natioa in the 
'United Stntee of.Ameri«.''

* Howard remanded the 
jurors they had been asked 
to coaeldcr what 200 such 
aesnesSna1iioae might do to 
the country, then added: 
'A h^If-dozen would suf- 

■ fice to leave this cOuatry 
bereft. of demixrntinaUy 
endorsed leadership/

Sirhan hne shown no 
remorse. Howard entd, ad
ding. 'Perhaps you ob
served his reaction when 
attorney Russell Pnresaet 
in hs address to you, 
urged in all elaoerlto that 
America pray for the ill- 
starred Kennedy family.* 
(Sirhan smiled nad Cov
ered his mouh.) You 
could not have faHed to 
observe the de^eaianats



""■Smile", when, he declared 
from the witless stand, 'I 
don’t know who shot Sen. 

- Kennedy." ■ .
Superior Judge Herbert 

V. Walker, in 15 minuess 
of legal instruction to the 
jury, told them that the 
law in.this penalty phase 
of the trial ’doesn't forbid 
you to be’ influenced by 

. sympathy or pity for the 
defcedaettF’ but that it 
does forbid ’unreasoned 
conjectuee' in their ver
dict.
• Judge Walker also told 

’ the jury that they may not 
consider the possibility of 
Sirharn's eventual parole 
in deciding whether a life’ 
sentence might be suffi
cient penalty. .

The California Adult Authority deteimnre&s 
whether and when, a per
son convicedl of first- 
degree murder is eligible 
for parote. He could be 
eligible after seven years.

In Sirhan’s case, howev
er, he was also convlceedi 
on five counts of assault 
with a deadly weapon 
with intent to commit 
murden Each counLjcair-.

riles a sentenceofonetol^f 
years. . ’ < '

Though these terms 
would run concurrently 
with a hfe sentence, they 
would be a strong mitigat
ing factor should thie 
Adult Authorfly ever de
cide to consider a pare! 
for Sirhan. *—■—*“
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l “COOPER IN IMPASSIONED 
PLEA FOR LIFE OF SIRHAN ,

Hallof Justice to begin delibcrj Yxstxrday morning, the |55- 
alone at 1.25 pm ~ ^ear-od Arabian woman was

Paced with a decision defense «„ iuro„ 'M M the only witness called by either
counsel has told'them “shoud "eJSSs^^ /^side to testify on the issue of 
t>e God’s alone,” Sirhan Bishara nor did they seek any furthe’penalty. She told the jury of 
Sirhanss murder trial jury re-advi^ from Judge Herbert V.seren men and five women:’ ,
turns to its delbxratonns today Walker, presiding over the trial, “He has never been (in two-: - the life or death of thx,durdg their afternoon session, be with the law). That is not’ 
convicted murderer of Sen. Ats-^nm from him or from me. That is;Robert F. Kennedy hanging ^A™^ "^xcausee I raiM him up in the!
Unbalance. y • ;tor W^ Conroy told waitinglaw of God and Hs love/’

At Issue, according to ChiefneXtt^^^ wee ^ Jhe^ in a trice, she was out
Defense Counsel, Grant B.jfd;he^ fof th“ w^s box, s“ated a few
Cooner Is: ■ LHX. dis.n thaj IheyL'feet from Sirhan as Howard

Should Sirhan Sirhan wndchl°s>'nif d1' B^ct vtyEHoLasv^vd his argw^ 
th/hSVirftSi ml^^ fo^ Dr' Ello" TRW “Sen. Robert F.Kowtf was
hiXd S o^TuZf^^^ programn^^ down at a momtmtwhxn
hind the bars of a pxnllXdtturyy,grant from the Mdi’e West,^ reoresented the Me and w’haU h“ fi ,s f“ byalso presided over the juryihX^pL^X^^
.inhaling the deadly fumes of;whxd it found Sirhan guilty ofofpXhVnJwn g
cyadildx gas? ■ Jfirst-degree murder in the Junt “History ° may well record

Cooper,' in an impassioredf id“ Ambassador Hotelc “v^m*-w? t“crth 
r»T^Mr k diff’s imp mM^'iAt^’ Am ’-dor H^Stn. Kennedy might have suc-„pta «rtSclient s ^ M ^hoo^ fS^ StddX2• ^ ' Ic^ to the ImSst honor and 
’j Lynard gathered to deter AMh^r tlm“ h^“ j'^ had ^responsibility which the Ameri--;

_ You ar“ gathered to d“^^ democratic process1
.mm the uHmate m at ts-first-degree murder throt'gh1CadeUdL p >t
(sue that should b“ Gods afore.Uaaslaught“r!to an requiltalHrThto^ now t. b„ rJ 
'4 ftoSU^^ “ * OTghl' 5 so™ is’ ■“epoper penalty U

s^ gt“es room of Sa^eaV’8:rd,ytwo -f{auesar■:nSrd^^ 

Qi^to ) Should it bx unable to agree
Aligned! against Cooper's pleated either, the choice could bx: 

was the understated ahmrd'itfon5tft to Judge Walker. State and’ 
of Dept. Dist. Atty. John How-defendant alike could choose; 
ard’

“Sitar, was entitled to the

By JOHN DOUGLAS 
HeraMExamniesr Staff Writer

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-1 Herald Examiner
*Los Angeles, Calif.

QUentin."

him to select the penalty.
Sirhan awaits his fate in the'

fair trial which each of eOihoIatird cell on the Hall ofi 
have now given him. He has noJusticc’s 13th floor, where he 
special claim to further preser-has been crdfiixh for thx past’ 
vaUon. J 110 months.
“... I would ask that each of 

you within your hearts have the 
courage of your convictions ... 
and apply the only proper pen
alty for political assassination 
in the United States.” '

He sat there yesterday, clad, 
only in underwear staring atl 
the barred door of his cell and 
the armor plate which covers! 
its widows. He had no visitors; 
and spoke only briefly to the

In two hours and 25 miauefs squad of sheriffs deputies who 
of deliberation yesterday theEkxxp him wder constant sur- 
jurors were apparxnlyy unable veillaRee> , 
to resolve the momentous deci- His only relative in the heavi- 
sion they must make. ■ ly guarded courtroom was his 

Arguments? and legal advce'br^he^ Adel* .
concluded at 11:49 a.m. yester- ‘Adrt‘h,er brother, Mumr, .1, 
day. The jury lunched uidtuhjds1^ his mother, Mis, 
heavy ^coard at the Bil■tmOte^Mate’ Sirhan,.home.
HotSTand then retunred to the(

1
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Find Plea ./ Mrg.'Sirhan was the,only

mercy for Krnordiy,s muir- penalty phase of the trial.
■ ... , G . y derer, Cooper read from Cooper ^Hcd her to the

L/nna YU TAi' urhnn Kennedy’s own state- stan«.cou ss^d.just o’e 
lullUlly foi 3ll^lCl L mints of ApriL5-o>ne day qu^?0?: "I^

। -.y ■ u, ., ’ I after King's drcth, and h0 before the shooting,
,' • ’ BY DAVE SMITH . ‘ exactly two months before hasSumin ever , brro in

’ .Ttoess Staff Wrteer - " hr/himself was fatally troublr with tlm hw?" , 
'The Jury in- the SMHn-Bistaa sh°'_____ _ .J.,.._\J .. Sol1"’ Answer .. '

Sirhan murder trial retired Monday T,Cooper told thr jury wt, Mrs. Sirhan answered in 
to decide whether Sirian shouM live Krn’rdy’told a crowd m a solcmn voc*: ’Hr has 
or dir for thr murder of Sen. Robert Cirve^.c’a' 1 I ’rvrr been. And that is
F. Kenedy. ■ "Whenever any Ameri- not from.me and not from
.Thev wero'inrW ou cco'? f is taken by him. Ths is beoauee Ihoure'ydellbrmJOC^^ another American unne+ raise him up under the
aSS ^ it is Jaw of Goia’d in His
a i 3 ; done in the name of the Love." ■

A"°’?-thr - wb-rds they hernd law.or in the defiance of Cooper stressed repea- 
brfore they were give’ the casc was law, by one ma’ or a gang, tedly that white the Jaw 
c quotatron from Kennedy's own in cold blood or in passion, prescribes either death or 
Pxc mtermrtin Luther; King was in an attack of vol^ence or iiX imprisonment for 
"u™Jhct/m^^ in nespoorsse to violence frrstdlgeee murder, thr
tnenseives.to tamethe scvagxmrrs .. . the whole .’ction is law states no prrtercnce. 
om"C0 to-m-g6’^ thr life of degraded ...' - If .Kehnedyss lie must
th^ world. • ; ". - .We must recognize be avenged. Cooper sug-

Defense attorney Grant B. Cooper] that this short lffr can gosted,, Sirhan’s Co’Viction 
urged thr Jury,-;"as, a kind of neither be ennobled nor and a sentence of Hfr 
posthumous tribute to SemKenne- enriched by hatred or imprisonment is vrn- 
’ '" . ................... revrngc. Our lives on this geancc enough.

1 nw,« *-----  —^ ute execute Sirloin can-

(Indlcatr page, name of 
newspaper, city and statr.)

I-1 LA Umrs
Los Angeles, Cadf.

dy," to spare SirhanTs lite. _ „
..teBLst. Atty-. John E..How^i,!.pCnrt are too sh^t a’d 
citing 10 months of special preeru^the work to be done too not bring Kennedy back, 

to insure a fairtria! 'great to let this spirit Cooper said, but to sen
t°° to insure c fair irai flourish any longer incur fence Sirhan to Ute in the

land. /.* . I Gcliternia Medcal FacilK
Cooper said that he be-1 ty at Vacaville would o’- 

•;;rved th‘ct. if Kennedy able pmologssts and psy-' 
himself hai been in the chiatrists to study the 
.courtroom Monday, he ■detendan,, to see "what 
. would have asked thr jury more can be learned about 
'to spare Sirhan’s Ute. ' 1 the human mind, and 

In a dramaHc dwtag! £% people w^t
-moment. Cooper turned to1 tok, ,
face the tiny PaIrstntian Such a sW, Cooper
Arab, who sat chewing sad; coud hep. prevent 
gum, his eyes larger and. further such crimes as 
somber, and told him:' | Strhcn's'

"And now, Sirhan Sir-’ Cooper’s, plea fohowd
han, IVo done all the best 
that I could do for you."

Shifting his gaze to Mrs.' 
Mary Sirhan, 56, in the 
second row of the court-

tion to insure a fair trial '
for Snhwn, told the jury 
that now that he has been 
convicted of fint--degree 
murder, "he has no special 
claim to further preserva
tion." ,' '

Without asking for a 
death verdict in so many 
words, Howard made it 
clear that was what the 
prosecution sought as he 
urged the jury "that each 
of you in your hearts have 
the courage of your co’- 
victions, the courage to 
write the end to this trial

Dae: 4-22-69
Editoon: Home 
Author: Dave Smith 
Editor: Nick 3. Williams 
Tine: Kensaat

Charactersan impassioned plea for 
mercy by defense attorney 
Russell E. Parsons, who 
told the jurors that a 
verdict of death would lx,.

and to apply the only 
proper penalty for politi
cal ,,as^inatton injhe t t£T/VJ cTk* *31 ^t A V« aw So *

or
Clcrrfilcation: 56—156 
sui"ittlg<J Office:Los Angeles

in effect, telling the world 
■ room, Cooper said, "Marv Jh^ ius?ce >5n'tP0>siMr 

Stehan, o Oow entrust C^^^irrmIcetc:a• - ----- ----
lite of your son to this _ \
American jury. And, Mary .
SJrhaOnmay your prayers x 
be answered."' '—— ec ^e



" ’_ Hlnt.ofHitlcri$m *|of his cecities. For this smile ..when he declared
"This man is sick:,’<se^dA'd^f^ddanit that was fiot-from the wiinci^stend? T

’.Par-sons,’ "and I don't be- ' ‘
lievc we've got down to 
the bottom ruing yet, 
where we execute sick 
people in California." To 
do so, he said, would be "to 
follow Hitter, who be- 
Heved in killing the lame, 
the halt and the sick."

.Howard, in a brief ar
gument, told the jury:

'Mtiigetiod of political 
assassination to any de
gree must sooner or later 
spell an end to the tradi
tional democratte election 
process we now enjoy."

Howard concrddl that 
Sirhan is mentally ill and 
said, "We have never dis
puted that Sirhan B^fea 

- Sirhan is abnormal-only 
.the extent of his abnorma
lity, and its legal signifi
cance, if any."

But, said Howard:
"You should be remind

ed t,hat Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan,reached this shore

'I
„ ' don’t know who shot Sm, 

WWl TO- '" . .
enough.

"History may wm rv- r^nn^v' cord toat but’ for this K”’
defendant. Sen. Kennedy
might have succeeded to 
the highest honor and 
responsibility which the 
American democrats .pro
cess can bestow. '

Linked to Politics
•Beyond doubt, the 

tragedy which occurred in 
the early morning hours of

Superior Judge Herbert
V. Walker, in 15 minutes 
of legal instruction to the 
jury, told them that the ■ 
law in this penalty phase 
of the trial "doesn't forbid 
you to be inllunnedl by 
sympathy or pity for the , 
defendant’ but that it 
does forbid "unreasoned

_ conjecture" in their ver-
June 5,1968, at the Ambas- dict. •
sador Hotel was politteally Judge Walker also told 
motivated. The question 'the jury that they may not

............................ consider the possibility of .
Sirhan’s eventual parote 
in decidmg whether a life 
sentence might be suffi
cient penalty. ■

. The California Adult Authority deterbinl’s 
essessinations might do to whether and when a per- 

the country, then added: ’ .........................
"A half-dozen would suf-

now to be resolved is the 
proper penal.ty for politi
cal assassnation in the 
United States of Amercca.’

Howard remind'd the 
■ Jurors they had been asked 
to consider what 200 such

fice to leave this country 
bereft of democratically 
endorsed leadership." .

at..tHr induggence ofa Sirhan has shown no 
nation which takes pride , t1,s“ Howardswid adin provv"?!”* ^ : drbgOrT>drErd Hu & 
oppee’eed. Theremmywell ^.^ ^ reacHon when 
be a substedtall dumirir in d ’ -

son convRted of first- 
degree murder is eligible 
for parote. He could be 
eligible after seven years.

In Sirhan’s case, howev
er, hie was also conv^ded

■ on five counts of assault 
perhaps you oh- with a deadly weapon

this courtroom who need 
look no farther back than, 
one .generation to find

attorney Russell Parsons, 
in his address to you.
urged in all sincerity that

_  . _ . -America pray for the ill- 
l^m’S'e’.?^^^ starred Kennedy family."
new society which offend (Sirhan smiled and cov-

with intent to commit 
murder. Each count car- 
ri.es a sentence of one to If 
years. - , V

Though these terms
,------- , „ , (Sir.ed. s - a_______ would run concurrently

FJ^ej- opp^yf eredHsmouth.) You with a lite sentence, they 
the:;indiEd(uel t.°.?ch^^ not have feied to would be a strong mitgat-

..’uSS’LwtS^theJm observe the drfrndan■?.^•"^^g>fector should the
' ~ Adult Authority ever de-

. cide to consider a parole 
for Sirhan. , '•’——.*
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JURORS STILL-OUT7 
IN. SIRHAN CASE ,

The jury in the Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan murder trial recessed for 
the night Tuesday without reaching 
a verdict on whether the defend
ant should be sentenced to death or 
’lie imprisonment for the slaying of 
Sen. -Robert F. Kennedy.

The panel has now deliteratoi 0 
hours since getting the case Monday.

Three short buzzes from tire ninth- 
■ floor "jury room to the eighth-floor 
court of Superior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker, Js the signal that will 
indione a verdict has btee^f^ch■td.

(Mount Clippng in Space Below)
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_ 1 ”.l have run out of patience'.’;
By JO— DOUGLAS The jurors weir® scheduled to

MeMdtxe-wwsw W.^ ret,urn about 8a.m. today. It is
Jurors in the Sirhan BStoira|brHr■ved they have taken sever- 

Sirhan. murder trial, at an irn-al ballots. Law requires that 
passe over their decision as to a their verdict - life or death —
Wu or death penalty for I he bs uiiawonS.TW gnma- 
convict murderer of SCn. jonty rule in Ue decision as to 
Robert F. Kennedy, return this whether S man comcted of 
morning to wntiWr ^ir debb- f^^ murder shall lave
nations.

The jury of seven men and 
jive women, after tebteratog 
21 j hours, quit yesterday at 311 
p
' At that pout, they had debat
ed the young Arab's fate for 
eight hours and H minutes in 
two days, •

Court a-ttedes pooh-p>rordd 
speculator late yesterday that 
the jury was deadlocked. There 
is, they'arened,, no set of stand
anils by which to judge a mur-. 
der juiy , ‘

But the 'strain of tie png 
.defberatws -showed on ther 
!rcrs os it did on the Jtees of 
the turerts who were bundled 
mo a va^ed sheriffs depart, 
men* bus at 1 p.m. for ths trip 
tor, the BiitBore Hotel where 
।Hj arr.quartrre<^ '

Grant E: Cooper. chef 0- 
trlSsr counsel, was clearly cfs*

out h's lite in pnten or dis in 
the gats chamber-.' | , 
Should .the jurors be uiiabteite 

agree, the procedure wou.M. be 
as foltows: ’

Judge Walker would have to 
summon them into court to in
quire of .them how’tiie matter 
stood. This could involve a poll 
of then as to their prritr>n on 
life or death- {

If he detrr•mihed the jury to 
be hopelessly deadiocked he 
could then;

o Ordain a lie sentence for 
Sirhian.

o Cail for a new penalty 
jury, which would have to hear 
the argumente in the case in 
repne;.

o Enter into an agreement 
wth defense and prosecution 
lawyers by which they, left, the 
iSsur,ofprnalty up to him../,.

tubed-. He toM newsmen;
"It is obvious there are people 

on the jury who are .demaidlh^ 
that Sutton get the death penal
ty. Whether Hey are in a muior- 
;ity or a majority. I have no 
; idea.”
' Equally disturbed! was Adel 
Sirhan, the drfradanVs 30-jear- 
old brother, Only member of the 
family to wait out the jury in 
the grim. arnw-ptatea eighth. 
Goor Hall of Justice counrcom. 
the nattily dressed Arab immi- • 
grant-san!; - ------------ / C.C.toBw
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Io 'Mad' US ■
TAAYEBEH, Occupied' 

Jordan (P—Bi’shara Sir-; 
han, father of the convict-' 
ed assassin of Sen.Robert' 
F. Kennedy, said Wednes
day that "maid America* 
had sentenced his son to 
death.', .
..’I am very sad, I am 

very sorry—but I expect
ed it," hie told The Associ
atedPnsss. '

’My son wilt never ask 
for mercy . . . He will go 
to his death proudly.' ’

I Ie added: *If my son 
will be killed, he will not 
be the last. There an 100 
mil lion Arabs.'

Sirhan’s father, who left 
his family in the United 
States in 1961 and re
turned here, had sworn 
revenge on-American poli
ticians after his son’s con
vict ion.

"My son did ’well,' hie 
said at that time, adding 
1 ̂  Kenned yiaas^to 
blame for his own death.
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WOUNDED AT HOTEL '

BY ERIC MALNIC
Times Staff Writer

1 Death Is too'good for p®2W|1 look at ths as a
him," Ira Goldstein said.

1 It would be better for
lesson.

(Ioeicatt page, name of 
newspapet, city and state.)

"I have nothing personal
him to stayin jail for good against Siohan, but lie 
and know why he's there. ■ <

Goldstein, 20, was one of t^k?^^^ * •
five bystanders wounded . I tmnk the trial brought 
iwren Sirhan B. Sirhan out that the shooting was 
opened fire in a pantry premeditated, and in a 
5sfU ffly n^ that, iT the 
xv■ouoding Sen. Robert F. id^t1 penalty s tire pro
Kennedy'. • ’per penalty.1! ’ ,

I-26 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angles, Can

.'I expected it," he said 
xwhen asked his reaction to 
the .jury's decision Wed- 
iicsday that Sirhan must 
die, .
'i But to tell the truth, I 

simragamsrit'yhe added; 
oejilainh^ that in addition 
to favoring a lieetmlt of 
contempktion, he is philo-

Weisel received a deep 
flesh wound in the abdo
men when Sirhan opened 
fire. Goldstein, and elec
tronics company employe 
who lives at 4077 Hayven
hurst Ave.i.-EJneino, was 
struck in the hip'.

Mrs. Arthur W. Ewans, 
43, of Saugus, who declined

sophically opposed! to the comment Wednesday be- 
death seneenee. ’ cause she has a legal suit

■ Wiliam Weisel, 31, an- pending against Sirhan, 
other of those wounded, is receweda scalp wound., 
not. Paul Schrade, 44, West

"I think the death penal- C0arrtgJOtla\eirICei?r of 
t,y serves as a deterrent." J?® Unted-A^® Workers, 
1 Veisel, an American ^d a deep scalp wound 
Broadcasting Co. news di- and a ecpcisS^kull ft:?' 
rector Io Washingoon, D.C„ turc. Irwin Stroll, *7,6089 
lold The Times in a tele- Horner St., had a flesh 
?fcejS^ in the lower left
ot-hers who di^ht have had;* _
id<carttt’bOut ShhSii0grpOlCg• Neither was avaltabte

• for comment Wednesday.
Io addition to being 

cooviceeel of first-degree 
murder in the death of

death sentence. ’

Sen. Kennedy, Sirhan was 
found! guilty of assaulting 
the five with io.ttnt to 
commit muder. All five 
returned to active, life 
’aiitr'JotpIteliattion’ for 
their wound.?. ’”“---- **

/ C.C tor^.
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Mother Waited at Homie
I .AdeTSirhan, 30, quietly too^his 
} seat and awaited the jury. Hs 
■ mother, Mary, 56, and youngest 
I, brother, Munir, 21, were not m 

'; court. They awaited the verdict, 
Adel sad, by the television set in 

■ their small Pasadena home.
। The somber jury eote^se the court 

1 at 11:34 a.m. and were asked by 
•, Judge Walker, ’Udies and gentle- 

Sirhan Bishara Srlan «as M-'meUi- ‘he j'U,y■ y” —K~3 
tenced Wsenereay to death m the • —'-
gas chamber for the mureer of ‘

' BY DAVE SMITH 
Tmes staff Writer

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. '
The 25-year—oid Palestinian's face ■ 

was ashen but impassive as hs heard . 
the death Verdict. Moments later he 
told his visibly shaken defense at
torney, Grant B. Cooper, ’Don't be ■ 
concernct. Even Jesus Christ . 
couldn't have saved me.’ _ ,

Appeal of a death sentence is 
automatic in California and Sirhan's . 
defense said it will stay with his 
case through the appeal.

The seven-man, fivowcman jury 
signaled it had reached Veraict a* 
11:01 a.m., after 12 hours’ delibera
tion since the penalty phase of the 
murder trial began at noon Monday.

Three sharp buzzes from the ninth 
floor deliberation room to Superior 
Judge Herbert V’. Wakeer’s eighth 
floor courtroom set off a flurry of 
activity among the mwe than;50 
reporters who mainaained a vigil in 
fimwjmee courtroom. ^—“>

,wshave, your honer£*.said 
fdrsmaoLB]Uiie I>. Elliott.

He handed the vereict to bailiff 
Wi^axe^.Polhemus, who passed it to 
Judge Walker.

The 69-year-old jurist, .pxssCW 
over his final and moist celebrated 
casse before retiring in July, scanned 
the verdict and handed it to court 
clerk Alice ^Tishikawr, who read 
aloud:

■ ’The People versus Siphon Bishara 
Sirhan. Wo, the jury .in the above 
entitled action, having found the 
defsoeant Siriain Bishara Sirhan 
guilty of mureier in the first degree 
as charged ... now fix the penalty 
at death.’

Is This Your Verdki?
She paused, then continued,, ’Is 

ths your verdcc*, ladees and gentle
men of the jury? So say you one, so 
say you all?"

The jury unainlnwMsdy spoke its 
assent Peked jndMduaiy,, each 
iufvmele?’S-ed fimtiy
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Sjrhan, chewong gum, as he had 
lastruiirsdlay when the fuSReegeee 
murder verdict was retuoncd, pakd 
as he hseened to the jurors affirm 
their belief that he should die for the 
assassination of the New York 
senator. '

Less than five minutes before, he 
had entered the courtroom trailing 
smoke from one last puff on a' 

- il
agarej and smiling bog 
isiily at eodeeense couno) 
•Russell -E. Parsons.

- Others were more visib
ly affected by the verdict.

Cooper, 66, ‘who has 
never had a death verdict 

. returned against one of 
his clients before Wednes
day-, appeared on the 
verge of tears. His eyes 

; reddened and nhs jaw 
1 muscles- twitched' as he 
, gave .notice in .a husky 
voice, cf a motion for fa

. new trial • * .V
| Judge Walker^ set 3 

heartog on Cooper's my>, 
tion for May 14. .

। Adel Sirhan, almost un
noticed in the second row .i 

d of the courtooom, gave a 
L tight smile, as ' reportess 
.; reached out to pat his arm. 
? Eyes glittdeIeg with tears, 
' he merely smiled and said 

nothung.
, It was all over in 5 

minuess. At 11:39 a.m., 
court was. adjourned and 

; Sirhan Jed away to his 
13th-floor cell, where he 

1 has been confined since 
: his arrest last June 5. '’■“

the death' 
verdtctr^of courser^ a iim^^^si^e*' great personal disappoint- -dc rdptdseeltt! ;' .repwia-; 
ment for me. I deldVvdid j0 ,’oo of 
our defense and I believe

wA that the'death'yer

he should not be executed.' I feci very bad.' i
Asked Jf he expected 

inee rnatlonal repereus-

torn of psychological and , 
psychiatric, testimony/ as’ 
such. »!...:,',. I J

But the expert testimony 
offered by the defeot$e,Ie 

1 thfe cnte, hie said, 'was not 
sions as a result of the! « wo.ttht a? expected.' 
death verdict, Cooper said ! He^lhe 'would hope 
hie did not, except perhaps J^ such testimony would 
for some individual reac- be mo,re worthy in future 
tlon in some Arab coun- caS^: ,• ; 1 '
tries. . Sir-hams death sendonee

The three-man pw coud be reduced to lffe 
tion team expressed satis? imprsooniennt at the dis- 
factlon with the verdict. Ctdt■i0O^. ?f Judge Wadhe..

Chief Dep. Dsst Atty. Th^CaWoraaa Supreme 
Lynn D. Compton told Court, wme eot dmpow- 
newsmen:'We.fdd^it was c^ to reduce the sen- 
the proper verdict. It ex-1 Jenco itel! from death to 
presses the fdd.IOngs of the lf^ couM, however, re
jury and ther attitude dure the convcction from 
.................. ■ ‘ ‘ fi^ttt-degeee to second-de-’

cretion of Judge Walker.

toward this type of crime.' firet-degm to second-de
In final a^ment for the' gras murder, which couP.

prosecution, Dep. Dtst^ A^TSe^ eatty^^
ty. JohnE. Howard att-•| ‘
gued — without saying i 
'death penalty' in so ma
ny wordss-that the jury । 
should return 'the only
proper verdict for political 
assas-snation in the Unit- | 
ed States of America." ■

Sithat'’t apparent mat
tention, occasional out
bursts of temper and his 
often -profane, violently 
aot^-iOnittt testimony 
from the whimss stand 
'was not such as to invoke
sympathy or endear him 
to the, jury," -Compton 
■sard. ; _

' Automatic Appead ’T;DCpl“^it^ Aty<DaVd.Nl
Coonor ^vm "it i J^1^ said he did not

• would pursue an appeal, beliieve» and would not 
said, 'Now !'ve got to go

‘ forward with it. I cant 
ignore.him now that
there's a death pennlly— 
even if I have to spend 
money out of my own 
pocket.'

Cooper and Parsons both 
rd;PtdSdntd<di Sirhan with- 
ounce.



ITS ALL OVER —- Judge Herbert V. Walker, returning to the 
bench for a few moments after end of long Sirhan trial, looks 
toward-theempty chair, foreground, where the defendant had sat-.

Times photo by SwiSs-iceo



SILENT — Abdel Sir
han, 30, had nothing to 
say to newsmen after 
brother was '•sente&Hs.dd.



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Sirhan Conduct Called 
Factor by Prosecutor

BY RON EINSTOSS 
Times Staff Wr^r ‘ ' *------•--------~

Sirhan B. Sirhan’s own 
conduct during his trial, as 
much as the enormity of 
his crime, may have been 
the decisive factor which 
led tire jury to' return a 
death penalty verdhtt.

That ,was the opinion 
Wednesdyy of Chief Dep. 
Det. Atty. Lynn D. Comp
ton, who headed the three- 
man tom wMch prosecut
ed the 25-year-old Palesti- 
niairAradt.

Asked’ fonowingnhie~re- 
turn of the veisHct whe
ther anythmg at the tria1 
might have given him 
reason to believe a death 
penalty verdict would be 
returned, Compton said:

"I don't believe the de
fendant's conduct was 
such as to evoke sympathy . 
or endear him to the jury."

Compton obviously 
based his evaluation on 
the-fact^that in death 
penaltyuases jurKs-often 
are swayed as much by 
the personal action’ mid 
testimony of the defen
dants as they are by the 
evidence against them.

Compton said he felt the 
verdUct tfas "proper" and 
that it expeeseed the jury's 
attitude toward "this par
ticular crimed'

It also), according to the 
prosecutor1, was the one 
"the great majority of the 
American people" who, 
he said,, favor capital pu
nishment would have 
voted for if they had been 
sitting on the jury.

In the opinion of Comp
ton, a veteran of many 
death penalty cas£sJ__ihe 
trys-verdict may serve

o—“-—------
as a deterrent to others 
who consider violence to 
accomplish their ends. .

"I hope it is a deterrent 
. . . I hope it puts peopee 
on notice that we simpy 
can't toleraee this kind of 
action as solution to our 
political or social prob
lems," he declared. .

It. was left to Dep. Dist. 
Atty'. David N. Fifs, who 
wiA Compton and Dep. 
Dist. Atty. John E. How
l’d prosecuted Sirhan, to 
common on the psychiat
ric testimony on whcch the 
deeense relied heavily to 
save Sirhan’s lfee.

"In this case, to some 
extent," said Fitts, "it (the 
iestmrty) was nat-as-o 
.worthyz. °f i’espect as i 

might have alrticipated 
when the trial began."

Howard, a great admirer 
of Sen. Robert F. Kenne
dy, offered no comment 
following the versilct.

On Monday in his ar
gument to the jury, How
ard had asked that the 
jurors have "the courage 
to write t,he end to this 
trial and to apply the only 
proper penalty for politi
cal assassination in the 
United Staees of America."

Compton, asked to spe
culate on whether Sirhian 
would ever be executed, 
said that based on "the 
pattern of these thmgs" in 
recent years, "I Son't 
thnk-iL would bejn_the 
very near future"" .
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Most Jurors in Favor of Death

. BY DAVID LARSEN 
Times Staff Writer

"As long as we have capital 
punishment,"' said juror George 
Stitzel, "what other crime would 
justify it if this didnit?"

That seemed, to be • the general 
feeling Wednesday of the seven men 
and five 'women who decided the 
fate of Sirhan B. Sirhan.

From the starl, most of the jurors 
favored a conviction on firs--degree 
murder, Stitzel revealed. It was then 
a matter of • converting those few 
who leaned to a verdict of second- 
degree murder.

Similarly, in the penalty phase of 
their deliberations, most of the 
panelists voted from the beginning 
for death:. - ' , :

Stitzel, a pressroom supervisor at 
The Times, said, five formal ballots 
were taken during the 12 hours of 
the penalty deliberations, although 
oral votes were taken from time-to 
time to see how the count stood.

1 penalty-under the law, and that the 
defendant deserved it for the crime 
he commiteed, the attassinatioo of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

The first ballot during the guilt 
phase showed eight for first-degree 
murder, two for srcond-dggree, and 
two undecided, said S^tzd. He 
coulenit recall how many other pohs 
there were during the nearly 17 
hours of those deliberations, but 
said the majority was always in 
favor of a first-degree verdict

What did the jury feel was the 
most damaging evidence against 
Sirhan?

"As far as I was concerned, it was 
the notebooks," said Stitzel, refer
ring to the writings of theJdefroe- 
ant that "Kennedy must dee..".

What about the^psychat 
trio rvedenre? .

StiZzel said the jury felt
Sirhan was mentally ill.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and tiair.)
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Rundown on First Ballot
The first formal ballol, taken 

shortly after the jury rriirre Mon
day afternoon, showed five in favor 
of the death penalty, three favoring 
lffe imprisonment, and four unerotd- 
re.

On Tuesday, the count became 
nine for erath, one for lffe and 
two undecided. Another ballot that 
same day brought the tabulation to 
10 for drath, two for lffe.

By Wednesday, the count had 
changed to 10 for draih, one for lifr, 
one undecided. The two holdouts, 
whom Stitzel declined to teroiify, 
were finally persuaded to go along; 
with the majority.

"The main argument by those who 
wanted life imprisonment for Sirhan’ 
was that it would be a .greater 
punishment" he eiscSored.
„.Those,.who favored erathrJtte.sard, 
pointed out that this is the ultimate

but not to a degree ihat 
would affect the verdccr.

"I think the jury took 
the testimony of the psy- 
chiatrssts and psycholo
gists into consideration 
fairly," he tatd.

See Contradictions
"But" he added, "the 

feeling was ihas they con
tradicred each other and 
even themselves from 
time to time."

Was the jury convinced 
that Sirhan had lied?

"I think they brlievee he 
told some lies," the juror 
repHed.

Did his courtroom out
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bursts have any effect on 
the jury?

"NO""
StiZzel said the overrid

ing csnstderaZion in his 
mind was "the gravity of 
the crime, the coldtbloodt 
re.mur-ler of an toetYdual



a Politics No Factor „ . .
' He"iOiiicaSed that theTTjeVy Judge - 

political stature of fhsi.„J.udg? Wakser'howevsr’ 
victim was not a major 1£eSifSed the. ba 
factor during the delibera-' Whe0 Stitzel 
tions. "The jury felt that what Penalty he, would 
Sirhan could just as well have fav^ed if he had 
have shot the busboy, and k^n1, thls, he replied:, I 
that would also have been h■ooest;ry 1o0k knowr , ■ 
adequate for first degree," That was tinsame rpac- 
a.. toa g, ton of Brume D. Elhottpa

„sa nyeteme analyst and tin
. Of coures,. he added, jury foreman. "I'd have to 

tins was obviously a poli- „fve that some thought," ti cal aeeaeelnatlnn, and ge said
you wuWt remove tin Asked if he felt that the 
elsmsn,t• C0nmpsely ^mverdCcte represented the 
youl.,mold. ___ _ ,...'._ jurors' wish to express toe 

Stizzel revealed why > o° .coosciense and mood of 
the nscood day offhe guilt the commun^y, Elliott_

rgain.
When Stitzel was asked

deliberaiions, the jury re-
turned to the courtroom to 
ask Superior Judge Her
bert 'V. Walker to clarify 
his instuuctions on second- 
degree murder.

All that amounted to, he 
recalled, was that one of 
the sentenees in the type
written instructinns was

said no, the verdi'css sim
ply represented each jur
or's convictions.

Did the current issue of 
law and order represent 
any. port of his thinking in 
coming to a dsctsinn? A 
little bit, he said, but not

either missing a comma or to a significant degree.
else had the woidl "has" 
instead of "his," thereby Cites Circumstances 

Anoth i juror, Gilbertcausing confusion when it
was read. "We asked for Gl•tlce, a city Water and

-at—the entrance, by an- 
plause from some of tin 
tpsifttol’s aeesmbicd. 
there.

Like a. Party
Once in their sixth-floor 

rooms;, they sent for bag
lunches and said farewell 
in an atmosphere not uo- 
like that of a party.

Laughter was heard in 
the corridor. Each juror 
had received a photo of 
the panel seated in the 
jury box, and many of 
them went from room to 
room getting their pic
tures autographed. i 
i. Judge Walker showed 
up and chatted with the 
group.

But as they departed the 
place that had been their 
home since mid-Febraary, 
the mood of most of the 
jurors grew serious and 
refleciiee.

"We felt we should stand 
behind our laws," said 
Stitzer. "There essms to be 
aJendeacy in romroarnfs 
not to do tins."

clarificatioo just to be Power Department em- 
abeolut.ely sure," he said, pioye, said "the victim

No Outbursts could have been anyone’
Stitzel said there were and the verdict would have

oo emotional wtoursss been the same. "It was just 
during any of the delibera-
Goos—"afirr all, we had 
been living together for 
two months."

As were other jurors, he 
was startled when in
formed of a deal that had 
at one time been made 
between the defense and 
prosecution, a piece of 
information that the panel 
hadn't received.

The defenee was wiling

the circumsaances of the 
crime" he said.

Benjamin! Glicks, retail 
clothier and the only Jew 
on the panel hearing the 
case of the Arab defen
dant, said he feels the 
verdict "sxpseeees my opi
nion for American jus
tice."

Albert N. Frederico, a
to enter a plea of guilty to 'plumber-, made no secret 
fiss--degsee minder wdh of his fsslings aboitt tin 
the understanding ^at peychialric testimony.
Sirtenw^ld receive alito "All fhoss ptrchiatrtsts 
esnten>ss, an arrangement,—they really had us all 
to which tire prosecution tfirrsd up," he said. "It 
had agreed, feeling they|was confusing, tt tfuok!" 
might have a hard time When the jurors re- 
cooT^L^^ the Btomore fheL.^s.fSndn' dSsSIiedJo_aifsr handing dowo_tois 
dm for his crime. verdlcS, they were greeted
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_ "I've got to go forward.^ 
he soid, "even if I hove to 
spend money out of my

by Unrest, Cooper Soys
Feelings of Entire Nation Reflected in 
Minds of Members, Defense Believes

BY LEE DYE
Times Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishora Siphon's 
chief defense ottoi'ieey 
Gront B. Cooper said Wed- 
nesdoy the jury ihat tend- 
cd' down the deoth sen
tence for the 25-year-okl

6___Trial Colled Foir
"Things ore W in this 

country," Poisons sold, in 
reference to the unrest 
ond lawiesnntss, "ond its 
very difficult to get o fau’ 
trial.”

Joldonam wos deciding 
issues for greoter thorn the 
triol itself.

Cooper, obviously de-' 
pressed over the verdict, 
told reportess afinr Um 
triol thot the jurors were 
influeneed by student ond 
civil unrest ocross the 
country ond by the identi-

' Cooper then repeoted his 
cloim tint no member of 
the deeenee teom wos soy- 
ing Sirhan did not hove a 
foir trial.

Cooper soid title identity 
of Sirhan's victim greyly 
Innuenedd the outcome of 
the triol.

"If the victim hod not 
been Robert Kennedy, the 
court ’would hove occepeed

ty of the victim, o condi- 
datc for the office of the 
President of the Unteed 
Staees.

He soid several times 
during the press confer
ence that he wos not 
charging that Urn jurors 
hod been uefair, but he 
soid thot "the underlying 
feeling of the entire UmU 
ed Statcs (regarding m:- 
rest in the univeesities 
ond civil disobedience) 
coused o bocklash thot hos 
Seeped into the minds of 
the jurors."

"The jlioir ore 
governed by the same 
emotions—hive ond hote 
—hot you ond I hover, ond 
they coin't help but be 
affCctedl. by unrest/ Coo
per soid.

Russell E. Pflrsons, Coo
per's aeeociaee in the de
fense of Sirhon for the 
murder of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, made several 
t.m-ii o n a 1 stotemenSs 
much" to the some effectf-

the pleo of secondl degree. 
I meon it.. I believe it. 
With this type of situotion 
ond this type of evidence, 
it never wouM hove gone 
this route.

Jurors 'Hod o. Job’
"A candidate for the 

President of the United 
Stotes wos assaeeinitCer"," 
he eaidl. "They (the jurors) 
hod o job to do." -

During the press confer
ence, Cooper stood silently 
omid o throng of reportes-s 
while the prosccut-on on- 
swered questions. His 
glonce traveeed bock ond 
forth between the prosecu
tors ond the reporters.

Finally, he stood quietly 
storing ot the floor umd 
the prcsecut-on frnsshed.

Then, in responee to o 
question, summed up his 
feelings like thss:

"Of course I om disop- 
poineed. I believed in our 
deeener, ond I believed he 
should not be executed. I 
feel very bod."

He soid he wos commit
ted, becuuse of the deoth 

-vnl■eicr, to stoy beside_hef,

own pocket.."
Sirhan Not Upset

Both Cooper ond Por- 
eone soid Sirhon did not 
seem upset when the ver
dict wos reod.

Sirhan wos led into the 
courtroom ot 11:32 a.m. He 
turned briefly to Porsons 
ond soid: "Let's hope for 
the best." . ''

Cooper soid that aftnr 
the verdccr, Sirhon told 
him not to be concerned.

"Even Jesus Christ 
couldn't hove eaved me," 
Sirhan told him.

The motoon for o new 
ti’ial will be hcare on Moy 
14. Cooper soid he will 
bose the motion on three 
points:

First—On the grounds 
tliat the court did not 
occept o pleo of guilty 
with life imprrronneent, os 
recommended by the dis
trict ottorney ond his de- 
putess.

Second—The jury wos 
not properly conttilueed.

Third—Sirhan't perso- 
naf notebook, which wos 
introduced over the de- 
'tense's nbject-ons, should 
not hove been aemitied os 
evidence. Cooper soid the 
admistion of the notebook 
wos' "o grove error of 
crnttiu ionmal dimen
sions: " “"——■-
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NEAR TEARS - De
fense attorney Grant 
Cooper as he told news- 

--men" fee' verycy.




