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MANY APPEAL ROUTES OPEN 17

sy

Sarhan Date Wgth Deaaﬁ Daga’aﬂ e---ﬂif Fvel

BY DAVE SMITH
Yimes Stalf Wriler

If condemned assassin Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan ever keeps his
rendezvous with death in the apple-
- green gas chamb of San Quentin
Prison, 1t won't be for a long time,

“A multitude of legal avenues are
open to Sirhan's defense which
could ultimately prevent the death
penalty, and which surely will post-
pone it.

The first will be taken at a hearing
May 14 when defense attomey
Grant B. Cooper argues for a new
trial for the convicted killer of Sen.
Robert I". Kennedy.

If the new trial is denied, Superior’

“ Judge Herbert V. Walker will then

formally impose sentence on the 25-
. year-old Palestinian Arab. Judge
Walker, at his own discretion, couId

—-That the gland July Whlch
indicted Sirhan was unconstitution-
al by virtue of ifs ‘ethnic and rac1al
lmbalance

3—Thadt the ‘seizure of Slrhans
personal notebook and its introduc-
tion into evidenc. was "a grave
error of constitutional dlmensmns
If Judge Walker rules against
these" arouments, they can “hone-’
‘711e1ess serve, along 'with otheyp
jnotions that- (,ooper has mdlcate
L

e nncht mtwduce as the baals o "
further appeals. - ®

Under California law, .all death
penalty’ verdicts are subject to
automatic appeal before the. Califor-
nia Supreme Court. Cooper hac said-
it would be at least a year before’
this appeal would be resolved by the’
state's high court, and even in the

reduce the jury's verdict from deathy —Cotrse of this appeal argum@nts wikl

“to life imprisonment, but he has
done so only once in. 19 previous
first-degree murder convictions.

Coopel s =otion for a new trial
- will be Dased, _he <a1d on three
glounds

1.—That Judge Walker committed
: judlclal erior in rejecting a defense-
brosecution agreement on a guilty
,plea,_x,r,‘,tl} life mlpusonment.:
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be introduced which willl s

8fve as the basis for ap- |

peal of any adverse ruling.
# The most likely ar-
gument, expected to be
joined in by the American
€Civil Liberties Union as

,a friend of the court, is the .

increasingly frequent con- |
fention that the death °

penalty itself is unconsti-

“tutional — a violation of '

the 14th Amendment,
Which prohibits "eruel and
ynusual punishment."

¢ If the Californja Su-_
preme Court is persuaded.
to the defense view, it
¢annot reduce the death
penalty to life imprison-
ment, but it may reduce
-the first-degree verdict to
decond-~-degree murder,
Wwhich then carries a pri-

gon term of five years to

life.

+ If, on the other hand, the
- Supreme Court upholds
the jury's verdict, two
¥oads are then open to
Cooper. -

{ Any appeal based on
constitutional grounds

would be pursued through
the federal court system,

from district court to ap-

: This process could "pre- |

serve Sirhan's life for at
least a decade. Executed
rapist Caryl Chessman was
able to forestall his execu-
tion for 12 years by exer-
cising all possible appeals
through all possible
courts. He lost his battle
and died in the gas cham-
ber in May, 1960.

- Efforts on Sirhan's be-
half will be taking place in
.a climate of growing oppo-
sition nationwide to impo-
sition of the death penalty,
. Executions have mark-
édly decreased in recent
years and are virtually
nonexistent now
states. Alaska, Hawaii, Io-
wa, Maine, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Oregon, Wisconsin
and West Virginia have

+ abolished the death penal-

ty altogether, and New
York, North Dakota,

Rhode Island and Ver-,

mont have so severely
restricted its use that it is
all but gone."

+ The last execution in the
United States was that of

Luis Jose Monge in Color- ;

i ado on June 2, 1987,

pellate court to the U.S. > In California, which now

Supreme Court.
" Any appeal based on a
contention of judicial er—
‘ror could still be pursued
~through the state appeal
courts system and back to
California Supreme

: has 81 men in San Quen-
tin's death row, the last

Chessman Cited

in- 13-

iramber was Aavén
Mitchell of Sacramento, on
,! April 12, 1967. '
- It is not known what
effect the current climate
-of U.S. political life —
marked by student unrest_
at universities, urban riot-
ing, the swing of the-
electorate "toward conser--
vatism ahd a growing
.concern over "law and
rorder"~—has had on public
‘opinion on the death pen-*
alty. A few years ago, -
opposition to capital pun-
ishment had grown to
the point where polls"
showed more than half the
. population  disapproving
of it.
Other Factor =
One additional factor”
could serve to shorten the’
lengthy appeal process.
open to Sirhan—and thus -
shorten his life. ¢
His three-man defense .
team represented him
without fee throughout
his 3%%-month trial, and
Cooper has said he will go
forward with the case.
; But how long can Cooper
afford to do so? If no one
underwrites the cost of
Sirhan's defense or steps
‘in to assist Cooper in an

man to die in the gas @umittedly unpopular

. Court ch different grounds.

case, he could conceivably
‘exhaust his own resources
{defending his unremorse-
| ful client. %
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IbbUE The long and costly legal case has
Jow come to an end. Were the rights of the

Jusﬂce and the Slrhan Trial

‘ .. But Judve Walker sa1d no. He wanted a

defendanc and society properly served?

« 'The jury. that conv1cted than Sirhan of
fhe willful and premeditated murder of
Sen. Robert Kennedy has now determined

Thls is not, to be sure, the final word on

appeals plocess and at some point higher -
authonty may commute Sirhan's sentence
o something other than death i n the gas
chamber.

The. long,. costly and thorough trial”
whichi has just ended can properly be
revarded as justice exercised as it should
be :

+ Within- our legal system this is not -
somethmc' that should cause special
conument. Yet, in'view of how other cases
involving notorious political murders have
vecently been haudledfone thinks of the
‘Oswald-Ruby circus in Dallas and the
abortive James Earl Ray trial in Memphxs

source, of some satisfaction.

W Judge Her bert Walker's decision early in
the pr roceedings not to permit Sirhan’to
pleal guilty and thereby obviate a full trial

had agreed on a plea of guilty to first
degrée murder, with an understanding
t’nE't‘a' Ili‘e sentence would be imposed.

‘that he .should be executed for his crime. -

the case.. The law provides for an extenswe

_!.—-the conduet of the Sirhan case 1s a.

Was sound. The defense and pro;ecu‘aon_

full trial, with all evidence pr esented and
all witnesses heard. :

Sirhan thus had his day in court, and the

‘requirements of justice were sexved No _

_grounds were provided for any charges of-
"conspiracy or coverup that would pLedlct-

_ably_have resulted if the trial had been
_ended abruptly. Sirhan's ughts were' fully ’

and scrupulously heeded.

© Of equal importance, so were the rlghts :
of the People. ’

. The jury's finding of first decree murder
:was. based on over whelmmv evidence. of

.pi'enleaitatiox1, and its imposition of the
-'death penalty was in keeping with the law.

-In California the alternative penalty, life
1rnpr1sonment really is not that at all

Parole is po¢51ble within as few as seven
years, Sn'han is not the sort of man most
persons would want free in society again.

Dumncr the trial questions were 1axsed
and remain, about Sirhan's’ mental state.
The conttadlctmy testimony of expert
psycluatuc witnesses did little to resolve’
these questlons What did emerge clearly
is'that Sirhan is a wretched and ultlmately
- pathetic little man, who would have
remained deservedly obscure except for
the tragedy he caused That tragedy
cannot be erased.

One can only pray that others like 1t can
be prevented. B )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

B ¢

(Indicate page, name oi
newspaper, city and state.)

I1I-8 LA Times
Los Angeless,

Calif.

‘Date: H_;"?ZS_ 6 9
-Edition: Hore
Author:
Bdior:  Nick B. Williars
“Title: N ’
‘Chardctér:

or
‘Cldssification:

Submitting Office: 1,08 Ange les

D‘ Belng Invesuqated/

Il “A5h - %/JW

/

SEARCHED i NDEXFD
SERIALIZED /- BILED £t et

40

N

Ny oy
‘ "nlI\A," l

FBI-— LOS ANGELES
e e m“ciﬂﬁ




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

-

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

e a8}

,Slrhan Wms De!a
on Dafe 1
for Plea, Senfencing

" BY RON EINSTOSS
' Times Stast vriter

ingly good mood Friday as, he
appeared in court for the first time

since a jury voted the death penalty
|

f01 him,

+ Sirhan was taken before Superior
Judge Herbert V. Walker to hear
one of his attorneys, Grant B.
Cooper, ask that the date set for
arguments on a series of defense
motions and formal sentencing be
. continued from May 14 to May 21_
 The request was granted.

The brief session in a malxeshlft
courtroom on the 13th floor of the
Hall of Justice—the same place

many pretrial matters were hcard— .

lasted only five minutes.

Sirhan was smiling much of the
time. He grinned at the 40 specta-
" tors, about evenly divided between

newsmen and security officers, and

acknowledged his brother, Munir,
the only . “member of his famlly
present by lip-speaking to him.

Both Counsel Visit Slayer

Both before and after court,
Cooper and co-counsel Russell E.
Parsons visited with the 25-year-old
convicted slayer of Sen., Robelt P
Kennedy.

Parsons told newsmen that Sirhan
*feels pretty good" and that he is
hopeful Judge Walker will either
grant him a new trial or reduce his
penalty to life in prison.

Cooper said, "He (Sirhan) is still
holding up like a man" and said
Sirhan objected to Dep. Dist., Atty.
John E, Howard's penalty argument

fo Appear.

- = None: ‘of the members of Suh'm s
TTamily have visited with Rim since

the death verdict, but Parsons said
he would arrange for Mrs. Mary.
Sirhan, his mothex to see her son on
Monday "if she wanta to come.™ ;
He said she was "stunned" at the
verdict. .

Cooper said he asked Ior the
postponement because of a conflict
in his calendar..The prosecution,
represented by Dep. Dist. Atty.
David N. Fitts, did not oppose the

T A ey
Sirhan B. Sirhan was in a seem-

in ' which the prosecutor said . he_ -

showed no rentorvse over his act? "
According to Cooper, Sirhan sald
he "broke down and cried like a.

baby when he heard Rennedy had’
die=—" :

Ie B
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—'he Sirhan Verdict: One Reader—
Discusses the A

Your. report (April 24) of the reaction by
| members of the Sirhan jury on learning that
there was a life sentence deal hetween
prosecution and defense and which was
rejected by the judge prompts this letter.
While deals and compromises are clearly
inadmissible in civil cases and on the
question .of guilt in criminal cases, I have'
the gut feeling that the California Supreme
Court, and if not, the U.S. Supreme Court,
will hold that it is a relevant admissible fact
in the scparate penalty trial. .

And why not? If the jury can consider
sympathy in the penalty trial although not
in the primary tirial, why can't the jury .
consider that the prosecution had agreed
that there was sufficient doubt of the
defendant's capacity to warrant only a life
sentence and that the judge ruled that the
jury should decide? Why should not the -
same question be left to the jury in the
penalty trial? Tt did not have to agree, but it
should have had the opportunity. -
* In this country, evena political assassin's
life should not be taken by a ruling which.
does not give the defendant the benefit of
the doubt and may make the difference
between life and death. :

BERNARD REICH
Beverly Hills

officer, the city combroller and I have agreed
upon as about the minimum reserve which
it is prudent for us to majntain.

: i SAM YORTY
Maydy, Los Angeles

fund should not be allowed lo drop below
0% of the controllable expendilures. By
hat yardstick, the 1969-70 reserve fund
vould total $34.8 million, rvather than the
roposed §17.3 million.—Ed.

2

_ Congratulations to the Sirhan jury. It is
hard to stand and be counted but they did it.
Wouldn't it be great if our authorities would
show the same courage? 1t might stop riots, -
destruction and chaos. .
MYRA BYRNE
North Hollywood
¥ . oo

Re: the Sirhan verdict: When are we going
to stop using murder to fight murder?

SUSAN FORTHEMEAM
T .. Northridge

N
§
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SACRA\IENTO (UPI) — An
offictal of” California’s prison
system has disclosed what he
called “rumors” of possible
prison retaliation against Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan.

Lawrence E. Wilson, deputy
director of the State Depart-
ment of Corrections, told news-

Guflirz 3814,

Guthrie noted that the 79 pris-
oners now on death row must
walk across an open. prison
“yard”—a huge area where in-

‘[mates get exercise—in full view

of other inmates. X

l“‘lt is right through the msin
cgmpound — right through Lle

fentire population,” Wilson sa r?.
He said Sirhan would be escori~
ed “fore and aft”—in front ansf

nlen the hints were “nothng
Itﬁtat you could pit yoir, finzer
on.” ¢

The prison official spoke w1th
newsmern, yesterday after State
|Assemblyman Carlos J. Moor-
head, Glendale Republican,
dmpped his bill to allow the
Istate to put Sirhan in a special,
high security cell at Vacaville
State Prison. 8

iil han, a Jordanian lm-

to the rear—by security guards

and have special guards in his
el I"block, A

labt.Wednesday in the assassi-

dy, gunned down as he celebrat-
ed victory in California’s 1968
primary election,

Philip D. Guthrie, spokesman
forp the Department of Correc-
tiorls, told _newsmen  Sirflan
;(;:;"lld be confined at San Quef-
tin? ' )

At San Quentin, the state’s
maxiimum security prison north
of San Francisco, the state
plans to establish what Wilson
called a “buffer zone” for Sir-
han that would place him in the
middle cell of tluee and keep
the-twooil either side empty '

mwrdnt was ¢ o n d emned tol

nation of Sen. Robert ¥. Kenne-
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Sirnan Relains |
E@‘E@d Parson
as His Afforneys

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan said Mon-
day he will stick with attorneys}
Grant B. Cooper and Russell Par-
sons "and none other" to fight his
conviction and death sentcnce for
‘the murder of Sen. Robert T.
Kennedy. . ‘ -

1t was the first word from Sirhan
himself in response to stories that
ce]ebrated)nslan Francisco attorney

@’D

s

@

Melvin Be would handle thana
- appeal. - . 1

Belli was quoted Fnday in Tucson
as saying Sirhan's family had con-

PO SR ’

Wilnessed hy Adviser

The stalement was signed by
Sirhan and witnessed by Sheriff's
Lt. Rudolph Berteaux and Baron
Sarkees Nalms, an Arab who served
as unofficial adviser to Sirhan's
O defense  throughout his  15-week
3 trial. '

Sirhan's brother, Adel, 30, said
Monday he‘and his mother, Maly,
56, had met with Belli once, but that
the meeting had been 1ndc0151ve He
said Belli had not been engaged
either to assist or replace Sirhan's
present attorneys.

Asked if the family was dissatis-
fied with Sirhan's defense, in view
of his conviction, Adel Sirhan said,
"No, we are not—not in any way."

He said it was his understanding
that Belli's involvement in the case
probably would be in filing a friend
of the court brief. Belli himself was
quoted earlier as saying he did not
expect, to participate pe1sona11y in
any -further court sessions, but
would probably restrict his efforts
to a written appeal.

tacted him and, "They want me_to . Belli was not immediately avail-

do the appeal."

In a statement Monday 1e1eased
through Cooper, the conv1cted assas-
sin said: .

"I, Sirhan Sirhan, having full
. confidence in my present attorneys,
Grant B. Cooper and Russell Par-
sons, members of the California
. State Bar, hereby engage them and
none othel to handle my appeal to
the Supreme Court of the State of
. California and, if necessary, to the
Supreme Court of t‘le United
glf'a@?“" c———-h—ﬂ‘

. able for comment Monday:

—
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| Secks to Enter S irha @_.

Clse, Chal llenge Desth E enalty

Attorneys le the American Civil
Liberties Union asked Wednesday
for permission to enter the Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan case as friends of the
court so they again ‘can challenge
the constltutlonéhty of the dealtn
penalty.
~ . In their request, A. L. Wirin, Fred
-ka‘and and Laurence R. Sperber
said they want to appear in the case,
not out of concern for the life of
Sirhan, but out of concern for "life"
itself.

They noted they have appeared in
court "frequently and consistently"
in many cases, "no matter who the
defendant or the nature of the
offense for which he was convicted."

The ACLU attorneys contend that
the dealth penalty is unconstitution-
al becaase it constitutes cruel and
unusual punlshment because jur-
ors are not given any guidelines
upon which to base their verdict and
because prospectwe jurors who op-

pose capital pumshment are exclud—
ed from serving. '

Sirhan is scheduled to appear
before Superior Judge Herbert
V. Walker for new trial arguments
and sentencing next Wednesday.

The jury which heard his lengthy

" trial voted that Sirhan be given the

death penalty.

Defense attorneys Grant B. Coop-
er and Russell Parsons also filed le-
gal briefs Wednesday in support of
their motion for a new trial.

Cooper has indicated he will seek
a new trial on grounds that the
grand jury that indicted Sirhan was
unconstitutional and that Judge
Walker committed judicial error in
admitting into evidence the note-
books in which Sirhan wrote of his
intent to kill Sen. Robert F. Kenne-
dy. :
The defense claims Sirhan's note-
books were 1mproper1y seized by

police officers. -
L PP S 0
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demned murderer of Sen Rob-
ert F. Kennedy, has received
unsolicited help from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties union which
hopes to save him from the gas
chamber,

The Southern Californid
branch of the ACLU yesterday
filed a {riend-of-the-court brief
with Judge Herbert V. Walker,
who presided over Sirhan’s 16-
week trial, challenging the coh-
stitutionalily of capital punish:
ment.

ACLU atorneys said nelther
Sirhan nor his attorneys, Gr ant;
B. Cooper and Russell Paxrsons,I
had requested them to enter the
case. i

Sirhan’s counsel have in the
past resisted attempts of organi-
zations to assist them in their’
fight for Sirhan's life. e

Palaons said yesterday, how,
ever, *I would welcome theu‘
help. I feel their efforts are sin-
cere,

“The ACLU has taken an ac-
‘tive part in the death penalty;
‘fight right along,” he told The
Herald-Examiner. “I see - no,
.reason why they should be xuled
out in this case.”

Sirhan was condemned to
death April 23 by a jury but has’
(not yet been formally sent-
enced.

“Our present appearance ot
the ACLU document stated, “is
prompted not out of concern for
‘he life, as such, of this particu-
‘1r Jdefendant; it is a concein
Cor life itself.” i

I
1
s
f
v

« drath penalty for any crime
+ 2 demal of civil liberties.”
“We believe that contempo-
Tary ideas of the significance of,
.- eman life- make imposition of
; ‘L2 doath penalty curel and unu-
21 punishment, which s pro-
Ined by the constitution.”””

Thn ACLU said “imposition of :

s
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- By MYRNA OLIVER

£y, Herald-Examiner Staff Writer

faces.formal sentencing for his
murder.of Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy, in the final round of his
Los Angeles County fight f01 his
lu‘e

A Jury of seven men and five
wbmen brought in a death pen-
alty verdict April 23, after find-
jng- Sirhan guilty of the first
degree murder of Sen, Kemedy
last June 5 in the Ambassador
Hotel.

Judge Herbert V. Walker, who
Will pronounce sentence, has the
dithority to reduce the death
, penalty to life imprisonment,
it #s not expected to do so.

\~l5n his 16 years on the bench,
e beetle-browed  jurist has al-
fered only one death penalty ]‘

Futule court battles will l)e
fouuht at the state 01 natlonal
level
Once’ the senteﬂce of deam
has been pronounced, Sirhani
will be moved to Death Row in
San Quentin prison to await his
death in the gas chamber.

The state legislature earlier

would have allowed Sirhail to
await death in a three-cell com-
partinent specially constructed
for him at the Vacaville medical
prison facility near Sacramento.

The cell was prepared for
Sirhan in the event he received
a life sentence.

Sirhan would under law be
given an automatic appeal of
the death sentence before the
California Supreme Couvrt.

Judve \valkel, who presided

[LOPR

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

chief defense counsel Grant B,
Cooper.

Cooper has said he would
‘|base the move for -a new trial
on grounds that Judge: Walker
erred in rejecting au agreement
between defense and - prosecs.)
tion that Sirhan would plead
guilty in return for a life sen-
tence; that the Grand Jury
which indicted Sirhan was not a
true cross section of the com-!
munity and therefore was un-
constitutional; and that seizure
of Sirhan’s diary-notebooks;

from his Pasadena home and;j
their introduction as evxdence

was unconstitutional.

over 'the ‘16-week {rial of the 20-
‘year- -0ld Arab immigrant, was

«§irhan Bishara Sirhan today expected to refuse request for a
§ " ynew trial for Sirhan offered by

Lomey Russell E_ Parsong

was|nas pledged his help, but Sir-

haw’s third defense attorney,
Emile Zola Berman of New
York, bowed out of the case last .

month

It Judge Walker sentences
Sirhan to death today, it wil
still be months before the dimi-
nuitive Arab is put to death.

Appeals could take months or

years,

R -V

Strongest grotind appeared to -

be admission of the notebooks
into evidence, Contained in the

“iwritings were threats against

:Kennedy’s life.

.Cooper contends the diaries

were seized illegally because
police officers did not have a
search warrant and did not re-

thorities said Sirhan’s brother,
Adel, told them they could
searqh the house,

the notebooks could be used as
evidence in the lengthy trial.

Cooper, prepared for denial of
the new trial motion since the
end of the trial a month ago,
has vowed to carry Sirhan’s
lappeals as far as the United
States Supreme Courfs——""2
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Judge Bxpect ted o |
Order Sirhan Death

BY RON LI\'RTOSS
Times Staff VWriter

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker
is expecled to follow a jury recom-
mendation today and sentence Sir-
kan Bishara Sirhan to death for the
assassination of Sen. Robert F
Kennedy.

Before 1mpo=mcr Judgment
however, the court will hear ar-
muments on defense motions to
«rant Sirhan a new trial and reduce
his penalty to life in prison. It is
unlikely that either request will be
granted.

The 25-year-old Palestlman immi-
grant's altorneys, Grant B, Cooper
and Russell E. Parsons, indicated '
their arguments will consume most °
of the day. Emile Zola Berman, a
third Jawyver who defended Sirhan,
will remain in New York and not be l
aresent for the proceedingst i

D
}
i
i

The three prosecutors—Dep. Disf,
Awys. Lynn D. Compton, John E,
Howard and David N, Fitts—said
they will offer short replies m
apposgition to the defense -motions..

.qu"e Walker is expected to,allow 1
AP \\ irin, chief counsel for the .
"om'nem California Chapter of the =’
American Civil Liberties Union, to
appear as a friend of the court for
e purpose of arguing against th&
imposition of the “death penalty OTt
the ground it is cruel and unusual
.mn*spment and violates Sirhan's

fmniumonal rlvht to due plocecs of .,
ix L. '

B : A

Wum said he will also |
Jom Cooper and Parsons 'hT"

their | contention . that
Judze Walker erred in ex-
(IUdmO' from the jury per-
$ons “ho are unalterably -
opp0aed to capltal pum':h-
ment

“In-a brlef ﬁled w 1th the
‘court, Caoper’ arid- Parsons,
said they will seek a new
trial on several grounds,
all of them dealing. with
court ‘rulings’ advelee to'
the defense.

[They ' claim-that Judgc
Walker erred in- permit-
ting the ‘use of Sirhan's
‘notebooks as evidence, in

nnf augshing the grand
me mdlctmeut in not:

L![ 17 Tof “first- degree
murder and of {Ive couilts;

o of assault. with mtent to.

commit murder..

" The assault victims wer¢’
“persons “ouvmed in the
barrage “of gunfire " last’

“tJune 5 at the Amb%:ador

which claimed the llfc of
Sen. Kennedy.
The same jury of sev en

1men and five women on
1April 23-voted that than
‘bhOUld die.

Most of the awumcntx
adwnced by the defense
today will be for the
purpose - of compllmﬂ a
11ec01d for use in Sirhan's
lautomatic appedl to the
State Supreme Court. -

granting a mistrial when
reports that the defcnge
was negotiating foir a plea
to mmdcr with llfe impris-

onment were made puflic was conducted. “7——7

and in not ordering the

“impaneling of a separaté

jury - to hear the penalt)
Phase of the trial. .. =

The proceedings will be
held in the same heavily
guarded: Hall of Justice
coultroom where the trial

Judge Wall\cr could 1'e-:_
duce the jury's recommen-’
. dation of the death penalty

“to life, -but- that is rarely
done :

“In 19 othex such cases
which “have ‘come before -

him, the veteran jurist has.

-altered the jury's.verdict

only once'and that was at

the suggestion
penal -authorities.

of - state .

Sirhan was found cruxlty"
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SENATOR ASKS MERCY FOR ASSASSIH

‘ﬁ © " BY DAVE SMITIH

. Times Staff Wnter

-Sir han Bishara Sirhan Wednesday
was formally sentenced to death in
San Quentin's gas chamber despite a
last-minute plea by Sen. Hdward M.
Ixcnnedy that the life of his broth-
er's assassin be spared.

Stipetior Judge Herbert V. Walk-
er, brushing abldc both the dramatic
letter and an impassioned entreaty
by defense attorney Grant B. Coo-
per, read solemnly from a previous-
ly prepared summary of the case:

"This is the time for judgment and
sentence . ... 1t is the judgment and
sentence of thls court that for the
crime of ‘murder in the first degree

. yotrshould suffer the penaltv of
rleath within the walls of San
Quentin : Prison in the manner
prescribed by law." : .

He 9}_(}301&(1 the dlmmutlve assas~
sm n taken to San Quentlns Dcath
Row within 10 days.

Sirhan,-standing with his hapds on
his hips "and stalmf* without visible
emotion as the Judge sternly pro-
nowced sentence, turned and
smiled at defense investigator Mi-
chael McCowan. "Well, now the real
battle .beging,” he mulmmed to
McCowan.

Mrs. Mary Quhan, seated An the
second row of the small courtroom,
eried softly and dabbed at her eyes
as she waited for-court to adjourn,
.signaling the moment when she
could VlSlt ‘her condemned son in his
‘13th-floor cell.

She also had written to,Judg
Walker, citing Biblical references
‘Thev p]va for mercy fovr Sirhan, Her

letter, delivered to the 69-year-old

_ opinion

umst \\'ednesday mor ning, was noL
“mentioned in open court, i

Sen. Kennedy, in a letter to Dist.
Ally. Evelle J. Younger, invoked
Robert F, Kénnedy's own plea for
Move and wisdom and compassion
towards one another" in the sentenc—
ing of Sirhan.

- Kennedy . wrote:. . -

"o .. f the kind. of man. my
brother was is pertinent, we: believe

it should be weighed in_the balance
on the side of compassion, mercy
and God's gift of life itself.".”

The letier, dated May. 18 was
inlroduced b» Younger as defense
notions for a new tlldl W ue being
heard by Judge Walker.

Youngel revealed that the prose-
cution had twice during the tricl
sought the Kennedy famlly 's recom-
mendatlom on conduct of ‘the prose-
C\——-———“—“ it S e Y
“cution.

The famlly declined tovexpress any

while the trial was in
© progress, Younger said, but contact-

ed him thlough thelr attomey last
. week,

In his subsequent letier to Youn-
ger, the Massachusetts senator said
he now understood "that the trial
judge will be called upon to exercise
. his discretion concerning the penal-
' ty. Since this is now a question of
“clemency and the trial proceedings
 have been concluded, I feel I can
appropriately convey to you, for
whatever consideration you believe
to be proper, how we feel"

Brother a 'Man of Love'

Thus, evidently speaking: for other
membelb of the murdered _senator's

iamﬁv Sen. Kennedy contmueo
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{' "My brother'was a man of love and penglly must’still be left up ‘to _ther Cooper, in addition to claiming the
sentiment and compassion. Hejurya.ﬁ ‘ - efénse was misled, also chnarged
would not have wanted his death to  Cooper said the prosecution then Judge Walker with judicial error in
be a cause for the taking of another offered, * if Sirhan would plead|not accepting the plea change.

life. You may recall his pleas when guilty, to recommend that the jury| He further charged the jurist with
he learned of the death of Martin hand down a life sentence. error in his refusal to bar from

Luther King. Asked what the prosecution would evidence the —controversial note-
"He said that 'what we need in the do if Sirhan decided against the plea D0oks in which Sirhan wrote of his

United States is not division; what change and went ahead with the Intention to kill Kennedy,

we need in the United States is not {yial, Cooper said, the prosecution ,_ Although Sirhan's writings later

hatred; what we need in the United gtated it would make no recommen-

States is not violence or lawlessness,
but love and wisdom and compas-
sion towards one another.’

dation, either for a death penalty or
a life sentence.

At that time, Cooper, said, Youn-

- "Moreover he was a young man ger told the defense that the

totally committed to life and living.

prosecution was "in a position

He stood against injustice, poverty where we can't conscientiously urge

and discrimination for those evils
lessened life. He grew to despise war
for war denies the sacredness of life.

And he had a special affection for

children for they held the promise
of life." .

Arguments for New Trial

Cooper cited 13 grounds for his
motion for a new trial for Sirhan, ar-
guing at length on two points.

He devoted his major effort to a
contention that the defense had
been misled by the prosecution last
February, when the possibility of a
change of pleas was being discussed.

At that time, Cooper said, both
defense and prosecution agreed that
Sirhan could plead guilty to first-
degree murder with an understand-
ing that he would be sentenced to
life imprisonment..

But Judge Walker rejected 1his
deal, insisting that if Sirhan did
¢mangehis plea, the question of

the death penalty.” .
Says Defense Was Misled

became a major bulwark of his
defense of diminished mental capa-
city, - Cooper contended that the
notebooks were illegally seized to

Cooper's final plea for a reduction
of Sirhan's death penalty hinged
principally on Younger's earlier wil-
linghess to accept a life sentence
because of psychiatric reports indi-

Tt was on this understanding,! cating that Sirhan was mentally ill
Cooper said, that the defense finally|- Cooper's motion was supported by
advised Sirhan to go ahead with the|@ friend-of-the-court brief offered by
trial and not risk a jury decision for attorneys A. L. Wirin z.m.d Fred
death despite the prosecution's, re- Okrand of the American Civil Liber-

ported willingness not to press for it. tieS-Union.

It was here, Cooper said, that they

" .were misled because the prosecution

"didn't keep its word" when Dep.
Dist. Atty. John H.-Howard made
this final argument to the jury in the
penalty phase of the f{rial, after
Sirhan had already been convicted
of first-degree murder.

Although Howard never, specifi-
cally mentioned the death penalty,
he did urge the jury to return "the
|only proper penalty for political
assassination in the United States of
America." el
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SECRFCY SURROUNDS SIRHAN TRANSFER|

e

By MH’.NA OLIVER
Herald-Examiner Staft Writer
Secrecy surrounds the immi-
nent transfer of Sirhan Bishara;
Sirhan, doomed " murderer of
Sen. Robert F. Kenuedy, from
Los Angeles to San Quentms
Dcath Row .

Judge Herbert- V. Walker yes-
terday ordered Sirhan sent to
the prison “within 10 days” af-
ter he upheld a jury’s April 23
verdict and formally sentenced
Sirhan to death, -- .

Sheriff’s Departiment authori-
ties, continuing their maximum|-
protection of Sirhan that with

showed

| veay- _gd Arab Iittle] M

‘{emotion when he saw a copy of
‘ldcomed Sirhan, and Mrs. Elean-

the letter.

His mother, Mus. Mary Sn-
han, howev e’l wept” when
fuendsnead her a part of “the
letter. .-

“They're good . peOple "
said of the Kennedy s:

.Chief defense counsel Grant
B. Cooper, who said he did not
know about the Kennedy letler
until yesterday morning when it
was handed to Judge Walker,
Jused it in his final plea for
Sirhan’s life.

Cooper said he had tried to]
contact Sen. Kennedy after the

:.she

~-idict.

\I;s Imm I\I'ntme7l ong of
the jurors who convicted and

or Landgreen, an alternate who
also sat through the 16 weeks of
testimony, returned as court-

‘[room spectators to hear Judgei

Walker’s upholding of the ver-|
They appeared unmoved
by Sen. Kennedy's plea for Sir-
han’s life.

In issuing the sentence, Judge
Walker also denied Cooper’s 13-
point motion for a new trial.

“but that is that.”

his trial has cost the countyl
glmost $1 million, refysed to say
when or how than will be

:td}\en to fhe | prison 1101 th of San
| Francisco.

] In 1e[u<mg to use }ns consmu
;tnonal power to reduce Sirhan’s
isentence to life imprisonment,
lJudge Walker ignored an elev-
'enth-howr plea for leniency
made by the vietim’s brother,
Sen. Edward M.
(l\msb

District Attotney Lvelle T
[\ ounger, in his first_ court ap-
ipcarance “in the. Sirhan tial
which began™ Jan. 7, offered
Kennedy’s hand-written letter to:
Judge Walker at the start of!
yesterday’s court session, :

“If the kind of man my broth-
er waa is pertinent,” the letter
said, “we Dbelieve it should be
wewhed in the balance on the

{ly unsolicited.”
Kcnnedy, D- .

side of compassion, mercy and
God’s giit of life itself.”

“My brother was a man of
love and sentimeitt and conypas-
sion,” the senator wrote, on
behall of the Kennedy fannly
*He would not have wanted his |

death to "be a cause for the

:tal\ma of another life.” "

Snndn S a.ttorneys sald the 2 o,

jury returned a verdict of first-
degree murdeér, in an attempt to
-get him or hxs representative to

itestn‘y at the penalty phase of
“|'the trial. He said he was ins
‘lformed through a Kennedy af-’

torney, however, that the Ken-
nedys con51dcred such acuon
“inappropriate.”

He said the letter was “entue-

“Had the jury known at the
time they were considering the
question of life and death the
attitude- of the Kennedy fami-
ly,” Cooper said, “I feel their
verdict would have been entire-

|ly different.”

.Cooper also asked the judee
to reduce the sentence on the
basis that Sirhan is mentally ill
and that he “has never been in
difficulty with the law before,
and has a completely clean rec-

d "

The veteran at omey, who
never before had/a client con-
victed of first-degree murder or
sentenced to death also read
editorials from news media, re-

nesting a reduction pf the sen-
tence of life imprisonment.

Sirhan will have an automatic
appeal of the death sentence
before the California State- Su-
preme Court. Cooper said yes-
terday, however, he planned 1o
file a separate’ appeal -either
Monday or Tuesday.

Cooper and defense attomey
Ryssell B. Parsons have voyieglI

ito carry carry Sirhan’s case as far as

the United Staies Supreme

‘|Court. Sirhan’s third counsel,

New York attorney Emile Zola
Berman bowed out of the case
at the end of presentation of
_testimony. and closmg argu-

‘Main points in Coopet s argu-
ment for & new #trial were that
diaries in which Sirhan threat-
ened to kill Kennedy were ille-!
gally seized from his Pasadena
home and should not have been
entered in evidence and that the
district attorney's office
‘“misrepresented” 1ts position in
‘the case. '

"In the minds of all defense
counsel these notebooks were’
extremely damaging,” Coopér
,said.

The diaries were used by the
prosecution to show that Sirhan
premeditated the murder and
by the ,defense as evidénce of

Sirhan's mental illness =

)\]\,
cﬁweb’w
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|—which he said it did not do.

- Assislanl  District  Attoppey |t
David N. Filts countered Coop-
er’s arguments, saying other
levidence would have proved the
prerfieditation without the nole-
books and that the defense
needed them to provg its de-
fense of “diminished capacxly."

trying to eat his cake and have
it, "too,” said Fitts.

" He repeated’ the prosecution’s
contention, challenged by Coop-
er, that lmmedxate search of the
than ‘homie was necessary in
case evidence of a conkpudcy
existed.

Cooper ‘said the prosecution
“misrepresented” its attitude in
the case early in February
when Judge Walker refused a
Sirhan plea of guilty of murder
in the first degree in return for
a recommendation of a life sen-
tence. - .

Coopel sald he was told that
it the case did go to trial, the
prosecution would ' not recom-
mend " either death or life but

- “Apparently the defendant dst

leave the penalty up to the jury

- He quoted Younger as tellingi
him in February, - “We can't
conscientiously urge the death
penalty.”

Yet Assistant sttuct Attm
ney John Howard Cooper said,
in his closing argument, “wound
up asking, ,‘Return the only
proper penalty you'can for a
political assassination.’

“Taking his argument by 1ts
four corners . . . that was g
demand for the death penalty,”
Cooper said.

He said had he l\nown the
prosecution’s position earlier,
he would have advised his client
to plead differently, )
Howard argued, “There was
ng_demand for or request for

{him to serve concurrent sen-

the court this was not a breach
ol confidence or faith."

He said the earlicr statement
by the district attorney ‘had
been made before the prosecu-
tors knew -the evidence in the
fcase, particularly repmls from
psychiatrists. C .

Sirhan, alternately bored and
explosive during ‘his 16-week
trial, was calm throughout yes-
terday’s session. Dressed in his
customary courtroom uniforn
of rympled blue shirt and black}
trousers, he chewed on a cello-
phane-wrapped cigar.

He stood politely at the com-
mand of Judge Walker to hea1
lis sentence,

In a dispassionate voice, the
beetle-browed jurist ticked off
Sirhan's days in court from his
arraignment June 7, 1968, until
his move for a new trial yestel-
day.

Judge Walker then sentcnced
Sirhan to be put to death “in the
manner prescribed by law” in
San Quentin's apple-green gas
chamber and further sentenced

tences of 1-14 years on each of

duced .his opinion, :L__’IU" no,
reason {o change that now.

“It is the judgment and sen-
lence of this court,” the judge
read his decision. “that for the
crime of murder in the first
degree, of which you Sirhan

.|Bishara Sirhan have been con-

victed by jury, . . . that you
should suifer (he penalty of
death . . . al San Quentin in the

manner prescribed by law at a
time to be fixed by this court .
Ixa Goldstein, 20, 4077
Hayvenhurst Drive, Encino, has
filed a $500,000 damage suit
against Sirhan and the Ambas-
sador Hotel for injuries re-
ceived at the time of the Kenne-
dy assassination, -
Goldstein’s suit, filed scant
hours after Sirhan's sentencing,
is the third civil action filed
since the shooting. -
/Goldstein alleges he was as-
saulted and beéaten as well as
shot during the assassination

fracas. He named the hotel co-
defendant on grounds ils man-
agement was negligent in fail-
ing to provide for the safety of

five counts of assault with a
deadly weapon with the intent
to commit murder. -

The redundant sentences were
inpunishment for Sirhan’s
shooting of five other pérsons
June 5. All of the wounded
victims recovered.

“I_feel -that the ury was

right, i Judge Walker intro-|

either punishment, I submit 1o
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STRAAN'S Y@UN@ER
|BROTHER WRITES *
KENNEDY LETTER -

ML i 1, younger blother
of Sirhan 1sha1a Slrhan released a
letter Wednesday addréssed to Sen.
Idward M. Kennedy. - The letter
read-in part: , -

-:"Dear Sen. Kennedy A

"How can words tell you what we
feel? Your letter was good and full of
the compassion our Lord tried so
desperately to teach us.

"The terrible circumstances that
c1eated this tragedy must be exa-
mined by the consmence of the
world."

Sirhan continued the 1ette1 by
drawing comparisons between his
brother and Sen, Kennedy's,

‘Before closing the letter with | a
Bible quotation, he wrote:, = f

"This is a terrible double tzagedy
for your family and for mine. Qur
family grieves as much for Sen.
Kennedy as for Sirhan. Both had
dreams of a better w01ﬁd Wh;ét a
cruel paradox. I want the world to
ask as \\?1 do: why?"  =——"
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i jciate Warden Jim Park as a
4 'massive bolt shot back and he
1 ishoved against a steel mesh
g -doox

‘hecking, in past the main g

4 miles north of San Francisco.
h

4 iwas opened.
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Sirhen's

S \NQUENTIN(UPI)
—The “Sirhan Area” is ready
on San Quentin Prison’s death
row for the Killer -of .Sen,
Robert F. Kennedy.

The address: Cell 33, “South
Side, Condemned Unit 1.

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, if he

in the gas chamber is decreed,

“twill eventually come here to

await his fate.

Life on death row is one of
sleel, bars and mesh, clanging
doors, buzzer signals, l1ocks,
guards and guns. It is a place
where the clock and the calen-
dar are the enemies.

“Sirhan will be granted no
special privileges,” said Asso-

The door opened on a bare]
“noe-man’s-land”  in front  of]

Joubles of each of the cublcles
farther down which caged the

2% condemned men of the south
tde tier.

) It was the route the Jol‘dan
tan Arab would - take after]

galer ..
. of the squat vellow fomess 15}

!{%@1 o

three locked and vacant cells,}

A

any mmdte even the_mai mamh

7 E’A@%‘Z?

c &

C@E' 33, Son Quentin

e——L. Directly past the door is the

Sithan exercise area—a 10-by-
15-foot slab of pavement which
is the “front yard” of Cell 33.

- Locked and vacant cells flank

!leither side of 33, They will

remaijn ihat way. Like other
prisoners on death row Sirhan
will have a television set to

is treated as other convicted'watch through the bars of his
California men for whom deathcell.

Sound is thi'ough 2
headset, which can also be
plugged into a two-station outlet
for radio at the rear of the cell.

-The Sirhan cell is like all the
rest—415 feet .wide, 7 feet high
and 11 feet deep. Appointments
are a toilet, wash basin, two
steel shelves, a tiny table, a
flat-spring cot with a hard tick
mattress and a pair of woolen,
blankets. Light is from a large,
hare overhead bulb which can
be’ gperated in the cell.

Like the other death row:
inmates;
out ‘of his cell into his exercise;
Ialea for 3% huorsa day
staltmg at 10:30 am.

| “He'll be able to talk o the

a couple of wmdows above the
bars. -

prison {r llSthS .who feed eed deat
rof, be‘hermilted to get close
to Sirhan. He will be fccl by a
guard.

The idea, he wd is the same
1as in Los Angeles where Sirhan
has been held since the shooting
—to keep the prisoner segregat-
ed from men who might want,
to get into the history books as
the killer of -an important
assassin. ' . ‘

“I'm sure someone would like
to kill him,” said Capt. Don
Weber. .

stopped . in  California, 194
have been gassed in the split-
second ritual prescribed by law.

The question of the. constitu-
tionality of the death penalty is
ngw _pending before the U.S.

Sirhan would be let:;

other men,” said Park. i

Another thing Sirhan would;
be able to do outside his cell-is,
see a patch of blue sky through

ﬁut -never, Park added, -will

Four strides over the bare
pavement, and another meshed,
door blocked the way. Another«
bolt shot open, and the domi

This was the Pprobable future}
home, and universe, of the!
slight man who 1a1<ed a pxstol’
Juna 3, 1968, in a kitchen area
?\’ the \mbaqsador Hotel in Los!

R e

Supreme ﬁourt : “f—---= :

e Letes o _J
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Sifan Trangerted
‘fo San Quentin in
Secref Night Flight

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, condemned
assassin of Robert F. Kennedy, was
whisked to San Quentin Prison's
Death Row early Friday in a secret 3
a.m. flight from Los Angeles.

The tiny Palestinian Arab was
taken from his heavily guarded cell
on the 13th floor of the Hall of
Justice, where he had been confined
since last summer, and flown by a
Sheriff's Department helicopter to
Van Nuys. i

There a two-engine state plane” -,

' flew Sirhan and his armed escort to |
" Hamilton Air Force Base, nine miles
[from the prison. ¢

| Twenty minutes after the plane
. .Er)uched down at 5:30 a.m., Sirhan
was locked into Cell 33 —a 4% by
11-foot cubicle flanked on either side
by locked, empty cells.

Without Incident

Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess. who
announced the transfer only after
Sirhan was locked in his Death Row
cell, said the trip went off without
incident.

Pitchess said state prison authori-
ties had requested the super-secret
early-morning transfer.

The plane was met by a six-car
, security convoy from San Quentin.
. Capt. Don Weber, chief of security,
! said Sirhan "appeared alert and
! interested and asked a good many
~! questions about the institution dur-
ing the car trip." ‘

Sirhan joined 77 other San Quen-
tin inmates sentenced to death.

The cell where he will await
execution—or the outcome of the
automatic appeal before the Califor- .
nia Supreme Court—is no different
from the cells of other condemned
men, except for the empty cells on
either s;'%ie. ‘ . —_—

L i3 I
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Sirhan Bishara Sithan, doomed slayer of Sen. Rabeit F.
Kemnedy, was transferied amid tight secrecy al 3 a.m. today

from Los Angeles to ‘San Quentin’s Dealh Row.

Sherilt’s department officials said Sirhan was takefi by
sherifl’s helicopter from his cell in the Hall of Justice and
flown to Van Nuys Airport. ’

Sirban was placed ahoard a stale airplane at the request of

California State Prison Authorities and delivered {o author ities
at San Quentin at 5:30 a.m.

Sheriff Peter J. Pritchess said “lhe eal]y morning depar-.
tule was al the request of stale authorilites.”

Judge Herbert V. Walker Wednesday ordered Suhan scnt
10 the prison “within 10 days” after he upheld a jury’s April 23
verdiet-tad formally sentenced Sirhan 1o death,  e—=
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eatin R@w Cell for g rhan

|__Sirhan has a private_exercise

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. today area, and can converse with
was “fitting into routine” at his othe1 Death Row inmates only

new home in Cell 33 of Deat
Row, according to San Quentm|
Warden Louis Nelson.

Nelson asstmed 1espon51b111ty
of the doomed murderer of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy at 5:30 a.m.
yesterday after Sirhan was se-

cretly flown to San .Quentin
from his heavily guarded cell in
the Los Angeles Hall of Justice.

Capt. Don Weber, in charge ofj

Sirhan’s’ security at San Quen-
tin, ushered him into the 117
year-old prison.

Weber said Sirhan chattered,
commented that the buildings
were old, and aksed, “Where’
am I going to live?”

He was shown to the isolated
cubicle. 1

Warden Nelson said Snnan'
was given a physical examina-,
tion yesterday and was inter-
v1ewed by clinical personnel.

i
{
|
i

“Tuere was nothing notewor-
thy about it,” the walden said.’

“He is just one of 3639 men
here.”

Sirhan is one of 77 men await-
ing death at San Quentin.

One of the young Arah’s
doomed neighbors told a guard
yesterday, “He’s one of us now.
He won’t be bothered.”

Warden Nelson, however, is
cautious. “There is some under-

hiacross a 15-foot-wide no-man’s

and.

His meals will be served to
\him by guards rather than the'
trusties who serve ot‘ier pnson-‘
ers.

'
Sirhan, 25, is not the youngest

‘of the 77 awaiting death. Also

on Death Row is Thomas E.
Braun, 19, of Ritzville, Wash.,
sentenced for killing a youth
and kidnaping a girl_ during an

lying concern for the fellow,” he
said. “Many here would want to
be known as the assassin of the
;assassin. i

“We have fo protect him until
that hme’when the law says we

m'l:t- fake his life.”

afintessTUbbery tour.
Shirhan, now Prisoner’ B21014,
was sentenced to death Wednes-

'day by Los Angles Superior

Court Judge Herbert V. Walker.
Earlier a jury had  convicted

; Sirhan of fivst degree murder
and ordered mm to cie, follow-

ing a 16-week trial.

Prosecution and care of ‘Sir-
han since the June 5 slaying of
Kennedy in the Ambassador Ho-
tel_cost Los Angeles County
about $1 million. —
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Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, condemned near Sirhan.' Prison officialg have
assassin of Robert F. Kennedy, wa§said there are undoubtedly men in
whisked - to San Quentin Prison's the prison, particularly condemned
Death Row early Friday in a secret 3 men who fecl they have nothing to
a.m. flight from Los Angeles. lose, who might want to be remems-

" The tiny Palestinian Arab was bered' as the killer of Kennedy's
taken {rom his heavily guarded cell assassin.. ' i S

on the.13th floor of the Hall-of Assoclate Warden James Park said
J.ustice, where heﬂha_d heen confined .‘?}t};fé negt ;alggzuﬂ?maii:a;gg:"%’
since last June 5, and flown by aGirhan" when he arrived. "They like
Sheriff's’ Department helicopter to|tq think they've gdt a ot of class and
Van Nuys. , don't get excited about this sort of

There a two-engihe state plane thing,"” Park said. - Lo
flew Sirhan and his armed escort to'  Siphan was formally sentenced to
Hamilton Air Force Base, nine miles geath by Superior Judge Herbert V,
{rom the prison. Walker on Wednesday. At that time,

Twenty minutes after the plane jydge Walker ordered that: Sirhan
louched down at 5:30 a.m., Sirhan hs taken to San Quentin within 10
was locked into Cell 33—a 414 by 11- days." ' N
foot cubicle flanked on either side ' oo
by locked, empty celis. o T o T -

The plane was met-by a six-car ‘
security convoy from San Quentin.

Capt. Don Weber, chief of security,
said Sirhan "appeared alert and
interested and asked a good many
(uestions about the institution dur-
ing the car trip."’ Ny .

- Sirhan joined 77 other San Quen-
tin inmates sentenced to death.

The cell where he will await
execution—or the outcome of the
automatic appeal before the Califor-
nia Supreme Court—is no different
from the cells of other condemmed
men, except for the empty cells on
either side. : -

No other prisoners, including even
prison trusties who serve the meals

-

to Death’ Row, will be péTHiited

oW
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Conclusion Disclosed by
Younger After Intense
Inquiry by Authorities

BY RON EINSTOSS

‘ Times Slaff Wriler

Y. There is no credible evidence to
support a conspiracy theory in the
assassinaticn of Sen. Robert I
¥aunedy, Dist. Atty. Evelle J.
Younger said Wednesday.

He alse labeled as "absurd” de-
fonse charges that his office reneged
on an agreement not to seek the
death penalty for Sirhan B. Sirhan
and he described- as "over-kill"
defense psychiatric testimony dur-
ing the trial.

Law enforcement agencies, in-
cluding the Los Angeles police, FBI
and his office, reached the conclu-
sion that there was no conspiracy on
the basis of more than 4,000 inter-
views of possible witnesses to any of
the events which might have had
some bearing on the slaying, Youn-
ger explained.

Younger made the statement at
the first formal press conference he
has held on the matter since shortly
after Sen. Kennedy was shot June 5
by Sirhan. He said he could not
comment on the case until now
because of a court-imposed "gag"
order.

Possibility Studied Immediately

Sirhan was sentenced to death a
week ago today by Superior Judge
Herbert V. Walker.

Younger said the possibility thal
Sirhan was "a member of a conspira-

)
Cennecly Slaving

¢ No possible avenue of informalion,

e said, was considered unworthy of
investigation. Every allegation of a
possible conspiracy was investigated
in depth and will eontinue to be as
they arise in the future, Youngcr

"added.

He noted that the information
presentad during the trial by both
the prozccution and delense did not
exceed 265 of the combined work
product of the police and I'B
investigators. -

So that any doubiing members of
the public can satisfly themselves
with the finding that Sirhan acted
alone. A {ull disclosure of the results
of the investigation will hbe made

"available "now that the constituiion-
jal zights of (Sirhan)" cannot be

jeopardized by publicity, Younger
said.

Duplicate copies of all documenta-
ry and photographic evidence will
be available in the county clerk's
criminal division located in the Hall
of Justice, he revealed. .

Police Chief Roger Murdock, ac-
cording to Younger, also has agreed
that "the interest of the public in
law enforcement” can best be served
by a full disclosure of all aspects of
the investigation conducted by a
special task force of police detec-
tives.

Ylea Bargaining lxplained

The Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment, he said, has "literally tons of
infermation” in its files, all of which
will be available for publi¢ review
"to the fullest extent that security
precautions and administrative re-
sources will permit."

Commenting on the prosecution of
Sirhan, Younger said, "It proved that
our system of justice works."

The prosecution was willing to
enter into so-called plea-hargaining
negotiations early in the case,
Younger explained, becausc at that
time "it was my opinion and that of
highly competent men on my staff"
ithat the jury would not render a
‘death verdict.

This, he zaid, was based primarily
on the findings of the prosecution
psvchiatrist.

They did not at the time have the
complete reports of defense psychia-
trists and had no wa¥y of knowing

cy whose objectives were not saus- tien that defense psvehidmic Testi-

fied by the climination of one
political leader” became a concern
inmmedistely following the shooting
of Sen. Kennedy. T
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mony—which he said in-
cluded "ar-reaching  and
absurd proposilions"—
would turn out o be as
disastrous as it was, he
said.

Younger said the jury
arrived at the proper ver-
dict and he committed his
office to doing all it could
1o sustain the death penal-
ty in the casc.

It wag nol unusual for
the prosceution to contact
the Kennedy family re-
carding the handling of
the case, Younger said,
because his deputies often
consult with interested
partics, parvticularly the
Jamilies of victims, to de-
termine how they will
react to proposed disposi-
tions.

He said he believed it is

_a good policy to allow

members of a viclim's
family lo express their

. opinion on the oulcome of

any case in which they
have an interest.

Asked if he thought
Sirhan would ever be exe-
cuted, Younger replied,
'You know the track re-
cord on that as well as 1
do," ° -

He szid, bowever, that
he did not anticipate that
the appellate courts would
find any deficiency in
cither the trial or the
coriviction of Sirhan.

In answer to a question
regarding the role of for-
mer Coroner Thomas No-
guchi in the case, Younger
said he is satisfied that the
autopsy on Sen. Kennedy
wag conducied in a proper
manner.,

The problems and pres-
sures incident to the sue-
cessful proseculion of Sir-
han in many vespects were
without parallel in the
history of American juris-
pradence, according  to

Y oUnger,

T Y
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Retained
By Sﬁﬁ*h@ﬁ,
Belli Says

! san Francisco attorney Mel-
vin Belli said he has been re-
tained by Sirhan Bishara Sir-
han, although the convicted as-
sassin of Sen. Robert Kennedy
has signed a paper stating he
wants no lawyer other than his
original two attorneys.

l
i
1
o1

Belli said yesterday he would

him to see Sirhan.

Grant B. Cooper and Russell E.
 Parsons in appealing Sirhan's
'death sentence. This was con-
-tumed by Slrhan S brother Mu-
nir, 22.

Belli tried Sunday to v151t uhe
%-year-old Jordanian immi-
grant on Death Row, he $aid,
but San Quentin officials turned
him away. They said.Sirhan d1d
not want to see him., ,

“That's a lie,” said Belli,

who defended Jack Ruby in the
slaying of Lee Harvey Oswald:
—assassin of President John F.:
Kennedy.
- Parsons said that to hlS
knowledge Belli is not mvolved
iin the case, and he doubts’ Sir-
'han has requested his help.

“I was at San Quentin last
Saturday and he never men-
tioned Belli,” Parsons said.

Belli said Sirhan has request-
ed his visit in a letter to him.

Shortly before his sentencmg,
Sirhan wrote he preferred tol
keep his two lawyers and “no.
other.”

Cooper has already flled an
appeal of the conviction w1th
thé Saté™ Supreme Court.

seek a court order permitting:

He said the Sirhan family
asked him to assist attorneys.
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dy, wishes his victim could have
lived o become President of the
United States but justifies the
assassination because it
brougat attention o the Arab
plight. .

In the only interview with a
newsman since the assassina-
tion nearly a year ago, the 25
year-0ld Arab dmmigrant em-
phasized that he acted alone
when he killed Kennedy.

“The interview, filmed shortly
before Sirhan was taken {o San
Quentin prison’s Death Row,
will be shown tonight on the
N atien al Broadcasting Com-
pany’s “First Tuesday” televi-

. sion program.

Of his victim, Sirhan said, “I

. thought he was a prince, sir . . .

I thought he was an heir

~ apparent to President Kennedy,
" and I wish the hell that he could

have made it.”

Sirhan insisted that despite
jottings in his notebooks that he
would kil the senator, he did
not plan to actually do it.

“T donw’t have the guts to do

* anything like that,” he said.

He said he went to a Kennedy
appearance at the Ambassador
Hotel two days before the,
assassination, not to plot the
slaying, but merely to see the
senator. )

“I know this sounds unbeliev-
able but I went there just to
see Sen. Kennedy,” Sirhan said.

“I feel hated and I feel
despised or something but I-I
honestly, sir, don’t understand
why,” Sirhan said. “I know that
I—I'm infamous. I'm hated. I
understand the reason for being
hated but I really have. no
Abpreciation myself, sir, for—
for being so.”

L i

be President

1 Sirhan B. Sirhan, cdhdéingg_@ Sirhan said, though, that_he' “They are the writings fof a
‘killer of Sen. Robert F. Kenno- thought the world should knoWmaniac,” Sirhan said. L

of the 20 years of suffering and  Aqreq what he would write in

injustice undergone by the Pal-yps potehooks if Kennedy were

estinia Arabs ang that the S-gyyi alive, Sirhan replied,

sassination had brought this at-cpy me - sir he's still alive
i ’ ) <

tention, ' ’ s ’
U1 think whatever_Title_ab%ina s} mesn 1 have g0 ve
tention it has brought, ST, IS, glization still that I had killed
worth it — my life and regretta- pim thit he’s in his grave and
bly that of Mr. Kennedy’s,” Sir-a)1 tnat. 1 don’t believe it, sir..
han told NBC interviewer Jackmy me. he’s not.” ’

Perkins, who conducted the in- p -,later when pressed Sir-’
terview in Sirhan’s jail cell herey admitte’:d he kr?ew Keﬁnedy

shortly before he was trans- N
ferred to San Quentin. was dead and was asked,

The interview was the only :‘_{70‘1’, know that you —Kuted
one with Sirhan since he wa s{1m?
taken into custody early June 5,{ “Yes, sir,” Sirhan replied.
1968, after the New York sena-{ “Do you wish he were alive
tor was shot down in a pantry|again?” : :
of the Ambassador Hotel. “Very much so, sir,” Sir-

Sirhan said he loved Kennedy|han replied. “Every morning
because “he was the hope of{When I get up, sir, I say I wish
all the poor people of this coun- that son-of-a-gun were alive,
ry.” : then I wouldn’t have to be here

now.”

Asked whether he considered

himself a poor person, Sirha
replied: .

here on this program.”

iconflict with the Arab world.

war

bit.”

notebooks, “My

mére and more an obsession.

Sirhan said, however, that he d
hecame enraged after Kennedy bothered ‘when, sometime after
advocated aiding Israel in its the slaying, he learned that

The young Arab said he felt
more of an alien in the United
States after the Arab-Israeli
“hecause everybody in
America loved a winner and the
Israelis won, sir. But I was a
loser and I did not like it one.

Sirhan said he did not believe
he was mentally il to the
extent that psychiatric testimo-

“Yes, sir, I do. I'm notny at his trial indicated.
rich, otherwise I wouldn’t be

“I'm not mentally ili, but I'm
not perfect either,” he said.
Sirhan said he was very

Kennedy had 10 children (an
11th was born six months after
the senator died.)

Sirhan said he remembered
little about the assassination
Atself, insisting that he recalled
mothing after getting a cup of
coffee for a pretty girl intil he
iwas choked and pummeled by
Kennedy supporters after the

In his_ sOmgtimes cpntrédiqt-:shooung_
ory replies, Sirhan said he did| «r,
not remember writing In hiS|stohned on Junes . . . from June

determina-|z ¢ : -
A . . ~<°|5 of '68 on is unreal to me, sir,”
tion to kill RFK is_becomingip, said. I still don’t believe

rr——

me my wiole life

what has happened.” ™————
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Sirhan stated emphatically he
was {he only one TEspomnsiple
|for the assassination?

“I'm the omly one that is
responsible for what happened
to Robert Kennedy,” he said.

Sirhan was asked if he could
make three wishes what they
would be.

“The first wish, I wish that
Sen. Kennedy was still alive, I

..|wish that every day Y've been

here. The second one, that
there should be peace in the
Middle East.”

He gave no third wish.

Sirhan said he thought his
family felt more sorrow for
Kennedy than they did for him.

“I think that they're more
sorry for President Kennedy—
for Sen. Kennedy than they are

for me, to tell you the frtth.”
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Lives of dirhan
Viciims Change

Wounds Have Healed but

.Tra_gxc_ Event Leaves
Lasting Imprint on Five

~ BY DAVP SMITII
' Times Statf Writer

Sometuneb when Elizabeth Fvans:
brushes her hair she fmgets and the
bristles saw roughly across the Z-
shaped scar at her hairline, The pain
is fierce, but brief,

Sometimes she pushes back her
bangs and stares at it in her mirror.
That w. ay, the Z looks like an S, and
then she thinks of the man who put
it there.

- Ira Goldstein has .recurring pains
in his left leg, and it goes numb if he
walks far. Dancing is out, of course,
and even the drive o work causes it
to stiffen, so he limps a few min-
ues after getting out of his car. As
he limps along, he thinks of the man
who did this to him.

Irwin Stroll has a bum left leg, too.
It freezes up on him sometimes
when he's walking and he has to
stamp it fo restore feeling and
movement, Once he nearly fell
downstairs when it went numb. '

Knows When It's Geing to Rain
"I can tell you now when it's going

to rain," he offers cheerfully. And
whenever a rain is brewing, he

thml\s ‘about the man who tumed

his feg Tito a barcmeter,

. William Weisel has a scar a foot

“Tong across his stomach. Everytime

he {akes his clothes off, the scar
reminds him of the stranger who
inflicted it. , !
|  For Paul Schrade, labor umion
leader and a prime mover in the
New Democratic Coalition, the re-
minders aren't physical ones. To-a
man urgently committed io social .
land political action, the months of :
convalescence are irretrievably
gone, and all he needs is a clock 1o
zemmd him of what must be done,
land how little time there is, and how
‘much time he lost—and inevitably,
[of the man avho cost him that time.’
i All five are thinking of the same
fman who, one year ago today,

-ichanged not only their lives but the

lives of many, many more, in one
‘way or another,

-Shortly after midnight on June 5,
1968, Sirhan Blahald Sirhan shot
1hese five, He also fatally wounded
''Sen. Robert F, Kennedy, moments
cafter. Kennedy claimed victory in
“the California Democratic pumdry
race for the Presidency. :

" Change by Death Unknown v

Probably. it will never be known

. precisely to what degree Ainerican
life 'was affected by Robert Kenne-
dy's murder.

But for the five who were wound-
ed with him that night in a crowded
pantry of the Amnba sador, life will
never be quite the same.again—
perhaps physically, perhaps socially,
or politically, or emotionally. Small
changes, perhaps, and not necessari-
ly for the worse.

None of their injuries had serious,
long-lasting effects beyond the scars
of. bullets. But beneath the scars
each has thought long, serious
thoughts about how close they came
to death last June, and what they
want to do with their second
chances.

"Weisel, 31, Republican and sing gle,
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L.z_e__a_lsyays “liked “to he——3

= where the action is."™-

Her past experience as a

+ volunteer campaign work-

¥

‘er had taught her how to

i ’get close to the center of

i

3

activity, so after Kennedy

" claimed victory that night,

" "I got close to him and just

" . hung in there to wafch"—

e

~«-"At first I didn't even’

rlght into the pantry.

" realize I'd been shot," she
v Tecalls. "I remember being
* annoyed  at some woman

3

who kept shrieking and

-shrieking and hadn't even

#’been hit, and I remember

i

losing one shoe in the

: scxamole Blood was run-

= ning info my eyes and I

could hardly see, but I

kept grabbing for the shoe

=.on the floor and everytime

‘I'd 'get close, someone
¢ would kick it away again."
At the hospital later,

" bleeding heavily but not

seriously hurt, she

" brushed ' aside medical
“treatment for a “while,

-~ ly: "Never mind me, I'm .
. all right. Just look after

telling the orderlies pert-

the senator.”

-——Her involvement has

- caused no particular shift

‘among my friends,.

in her political thinking,
she explains, "because I've
always been active in De-
mocratic politics anyway."
Arguments Started
But socially, she says,

the neck, really. Not
be-
cause when they heard I'd

- been involved they just
figured that was BElizabeth

¢ for you and they know me

- well en\ough not to keep
. bringing it up all the time.

while, but I can take just

‘off. I'd explain that every-

"But ‘with people I'd b
meeting for the first tlme
someone might introduce
me as the woman who got
shot, and then I'd find
myself in-terrible ar-
guments with these stran-
gers. You know, they'd say
things like, "Why go
through this long, drawn-
out trial, everyone knows '
he's guﬂty, or that Sirhan
should be e*cecuted right
away.

"Sometimes I'd try to
hold my tongue for a

so much of that point of
view and I'd have-to sound

body- is entitled 1o a full,

fair trial, and I have never
believed in a death pehal-

ty. So I'd wind up defend- _

mg Slrhan and getting
1nto some really Tair-rais-
1ng ‘arguments.
."The thing is, I hate
what Sirhan did, but I
don't hate him, and I
always wind up defending
his right to a fair trlal .
when strangels expect me
to do just the opposite."
Emotional Reaction
The most serious effect
of the shooting on Mrs.
Evans was an emotional
one, which accelerated a
decision that began to take
shape after her near-fatal

. 5ays, | accident in. 1964.
"it's been sort of a pain in

Then, and more intense-
ly after last June 5, she
began to feel that her life,
twice reprieved, had been
going nowhere. She felt
that %t she could make the
rest of her own life hap-

ier and more productive,
another person's could be,
. too. . .

"By mutual decigon, the’

Lvanses are being d1-“
voreced,

For Ira Goldstein, 20, an
electronics company em-
ploye of Encino, the kill-
ing of Kennedy has left
him disillusioned with the,
American political pro- -
cess, although he thinks
the disillusionment may. |
be only temporary. ‘|

"It changed my thmkmg
about politics," he says. ’
today, "from good to bad.
If I was ever considering
running for office to help, |
people, now I probably '
wouldn't. I think there are
enough sick people walk-
Ing around to rujn it for
iHe GUhers. _They can cot-

"pletely destloy your 33

forts for anything good. .
"Right now I don't seem

¢ to care anymore. It's pro-

bably something that will
pass but I'm sort of dis-
gusted with the whole
thlnd now."

But for Irwin Stroll, 18,
of Los Angeles, it's had an
opposite effect. Stroll, an
art student at Valley Juni-
or College and a Kennedy
volunteer worker, says to-
day, "I was kind ‘of out of
it after the assassination.
People asked me to work
later for Humphrey and
Cranston and Bradley, and
I was for them, in my own
mind, but I Just couldn't -
brlncr myself to go back to
WOI‘k " :

But now he's back in
harness, he says, working-
for the Los Angeles Coun-

.ty Democratic Central

Committee and helping set
up the first annual Kenne-
dy _.Commemorative Din-
Tier, "A Night in Camelot."
¢ Stroll says that 1n“‘t‘ﬁ'é
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D N M gt A AT nyr Mt irad 3 1 r i
‘a2 news director- for "ABC ,I'm always introduged He didn't recognize it as

T — . . &
(elevision in Washinglon,
was just doing his job In

-In the stomach, a split

now as the person sHot
with Kennedy—especially

Sy ) ews people,”
that cramped pantry last o news peop

June 5 when he was shot -

Weisel says. "It's a strange
feeling. I have never been
in the public eye before,
I'm used to being behind

“second after Kennedy fell.

to the floor.

| the news. But socially, it's
The bullet plowed:

kind of improved things.
‘around through the fatty | People who wouldn't even
tissue of his left side and | 8lance my way before now
‘lodged near his spine,: SPeak, and all of a sudden

" without hitti ital | I'm_very popular."
.-O‘I-gaﬁs, Blllt l{;lvgeizgl}nrs ‘gzﬁ— ' Weisel also finds himself

fuse bleeding caused one Popular with legions of
medical aide to remark, - letter writers—some old

after a quick glance, "I | high school .and college

don't think this one's go- | iriends, even’ a long lost

ing to make it." | relative in Germany, but
Weisel, frightened at the MOstly people who see

-words, almost immobilized religious significance in

"by shock and unaware hL?, narrow escape,

that his wound was rela- . - 'L have a box full of

tively slight, told a co- | letters," he’ says, "from, ,

"worker in a frightened ' let's say, strongly reli-
~whisper, . "Dave, I think . giously 1pchned people
T'm going to die." ) { Who explained why I was

" But he didn't—recov- , saved while Kennedy died.

: ; 'T have no particular reli- !
ered quickly in fact. And D " 'her in 1964, o

: ; ' gious inclinations, m self, :
something was different. & Y - Both events served not.

"The assassination gave 'but to a large number of
me a new outlook,” Weisel People, it's the center of
says. "At first I thought I their life. A Iot of the
was dying. Since then, I letters are personal, some
have had a different out- ©f t'hem. quite nice. When
look on life—live now, YouTe sitting home alone
enjoy now, sort of. I was quletly',l it can sort of get
very lucky in a lot of toyou
ways, and I've tried to Fear Develops
hang onto a lucky outlook  Apg something else
on life. Maybe the things to Wiesel that night
I'm doing now are the . was shot: fear.,
result of some fate I was
unaware of." - . o

Aided Socially

Weisel doesn't recall
seeing Sirhan that night,
but his chance involve-
ment in the tiny Palestini-
an Arab's moment of glory
gave an ironic lift to his

.own social standing,
. Weiselfinds. = =“————

got
he

a new companion until

five months later. "It was -
the election weekend in .
November," he recalls. "I

do ABC's 'Tssues and An-
swers' program,
went to Atlanta to get
Gov. George Wallace on
"the show. There was a big
crowd and it kind of

_ bothered me. And that’

night, I tried to keep away
:from Wallace-—not get too
, close. But at one point, the
crowd just opened up and
he was walking toward me
without any Secret Ser-
vice men around him.

"In the middle of this
crowd, we were alone, and
he reached out for my

and I-

~ e

i
!
\

hand and said, 'Hello, I'm
George Wallace. My heart

, just sank." . )
" To Elizabeth Evans, the
. scalp wound she suffered
last June 5 was her second

; brush with death since an

auto accident nearly killed

so much to change her as

to make her more intense-’

ly herself, she believes.
Mrs, Evans is blonde, 483,
Pretty in a Vera Ellen sort
of way, and will become a
grandmother this summer
Last summer she was an
tactivist, outspoken Mec-
Carthy Democrat, who
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last year "I've become
more aware of the prob-
lems the senator was
trying to explain, I'm wak-
ving up to the fact that you
.have to change the world
because no one else is
. going to do it. He's gone,
but we have to carry on
what he was trying to do,
which is what I'm going to
do for the rest of my life."
" "Being close to the sena-
tor and knowing him so
well makes me want to
fulfill his dreams of help-

" ing people.” )
In some wdys it was

Paul Schrade who lost the .

" most in the shooting last
" year. He was the most

© seriously injured, suffer-
ing a depressed skull frac-

ture and a lacerated vein,
“His_recoyery took nearly '

six months. 2
.; But for Schrade, 44,

western regional director
of the United Auto Work-
-ers, the worst injury was
personal. Alone of the five,
he was a close personal
friend of Kennedy.
+ "The worst thing about
the assassination was los-
ing Bob," says Schrade.
"The country was heading
for disaster under Pres-
ident Johnson and we
needed a sharp change."
But in losing Robert
Kennedy, Schrade found
others. "I've got to know
Ted," he says. "I didn't
.before. My association
with the {family wasn't
close, just with Bob, and
Y'd never met Ethel before
that night. I've seen her a
couple times since, so that
relationship is deveélop-
iﬂng'u -~

” 7 Something that is deve-

Schrade's work in Demo-
cratic politics, "The assas-
sination intengified my
commitment,"” he says, ad-
ding that much of his time
now is devoted to the
more radical liberal causes
of the Democratic Coali-
tion. ,

One of his chief concerns
is support for the United
Farm Workers Organizing

~ Commitlee of Cesar Chav-

ez, leader of striking work-
[ers in California's vine-
iyards and Texas' Rio
| Grande Valley.
" - Schrade says he hag felt
_no_physical effects of his
injury for at least six
‘months, but an emotional
effect that lingers is the
concern people showed for
him when he was recover-
ing. '

"People said things dur-
ing that period that they
wouldn't have said ear-
lier," he says, "and this
strengthened me and
made the recovery easier.
And it made me much
surer of my friends as well
as myself."

Although '"it's painful
for me to go over and over

it again,” Schrade_adniits
that his involvement "has
made me better known
around the whole country
as a result. In a way, it's
really established me in
the radical liberal group in
the Democratic Party."

Of the five, only Weisel
approves the death penal-
ty that was meted out last
month to Sirhan, who is
now on Death Row in San
Quentin awaiting the gas
chamber.

— )

"I thought it was quite _

the few people who agtee
SRR b L bl = Sl
“loplng evenl more 1Is

with capital punishment,
although I expect Califor-
nia to abolish it, But it's a

symbol to all of us of cause -

and effect. If you do
something like this, you

should be ready for the

punishment.” .

For varying reasons, the
‘others disagree. All say
they basically disapprove
of the death penalty on
i principle. For Goldstein,
. life imprisonment would
;be "a far better punish-

‘ment for him. He should’
: have to think about what

he's done."

, of Sirhan would be "inhu-
man and - unnecessary,"

and a violation of the be-.

liefs of Sirhan's own vic-
 tim—Kennedy. -
.. Time passes and the
jheadlines get smaller, ex-
cept for an occasional
legal development, or, like
_today, an anniversary.

. But_often throughdut

For Schrade, execution’

the year, each of the five |

pauses to think a moment,
and the terror and tumult
of that night is freshly
recalled in different ways.
One of the most chilling
moments occurred to

- Weisel, "I was in Honolulu
i then," he recalls, "doing a
program on the recovery

_of Apollo 8 in the Pacific. I ;

was out on the beach one
day in a dune buggy, just

riding up and down and .
enjoying myself. It was’

Jan. 1, and on the radio
they played a recap of the
year's biggest events.
Somewhere along the way
they played a tape made at
the time of the shooting in
the pantry. I'd never
heard it before, and it
stopped me cold. The big-

“ fair," he says, "I'm one of gest cold chill I ever had

~ went up my back ,.. 1T
~ was there, and it could

. have been the end,Instead
it was just the beginning."
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

[ Obviously, the critics—who gaine

oon fo Law or
Mumbo Jumbo?

’DiSagrieement of Doctors
as to Value of Testimony
May Change Apphcatnon

" BY I{ARRY NELSON -

TIH’IES Men’ica! Writer - , .
"Psychlatrlc tebtnnony in -the.
courtroom is mostly mumbo jumbo.
It doesn't . correspond to real life.
And beswles, it's been shown over
and over that Juues don't take 1t
scuously

The man who holds that view is
Dr. Karl Menmngel, one of the
natlons best - known psych1at1 ists.
And he is'not alone in his-criticism.
of the role of the psychlatl ist in the
-(,oultroom

" Dr. Jay Ziskin; a psychologlbt at
(al State Los Angeles who also is an
attorney, says an intelligent layman
can judge the mental competence of
& defendant to stand trial as well as
- an expert.

’ "Everybody thinks there is a
seientific body. of knowledge' that -
can be used effectively to make this
determination. But the scientific |

sychiafry: A T

| ca1efu1 clinical study, the psychia-

The . spectacle of the% _exnerts
literature says they don't kiow L fitradicting one another fo sup-

Fresh ammunition from thé testimo-
“of psychiatric witnesses in the-
recent trigl of Sirhan B, Sirhan—are
in disagreement with the- bulk of
Ametican psychiatrists and psycho-

log1sts who testify in criminal cases.
 According to Dr. Herbert .
Thornas, a psychiatrist who is on {
hoth the medical” and law school
faculties at the University of Pitts-
bu1 gh, more psychiatrists should be
Wllllng to testify in court.
“ "I'believe our role is a pedagogical
role in the courtroom. We can bring
firformation no one else has access
to. If this is done on the basis ‘of

trist can .provide the" courts w1th
someéthing valuable,” he said in’ an
mterv1ew at the recent meeting of
the Ameucan Pbychlatrlc Assn.

Thmks Trend Paying \Off

“Dr. Thomas said the present trend
in American universities to. retain
p?gfchmtnsts in legal wmk is paymg
off.

. Lawyerz and Judges, he saud ares
respondmg to the efforts by univer:
gities to-bring together the fields of
psychlatry and law so that they'can
bétter Junderstand ‘one another's
problems and " serve the courts
better )

~Nearly everyone agrees thdf. the
plofessmnal image  of -psychiatry |
;and-psychology was tarnished by
the events of the Sirhan trial.

s; Cfitics of psychlatry, espemally
crmcs of the Ireudian-and psychoa-
nalytlc school, take delight in vecall-
ing - the perfmmanceb of expert
witnesses who. sought to analyze
S1rhan g behavior,

what they pretend to know. We are
dealing with an established myth,
The. scientific literature says this
help is not available. It is an
llusion {o beheve it *is availaple."

Others Join Criticism

" Joiniag in the eriticism of the role
of’ psyc?hutnc testimony are the
 presiding criminal judge in Las
Angeles and the chief deputy dis-
trict attorney. They agree, however,
with a prominent defense attorney
that t%e rele of such testnnony will

' eXpand In the, future,

(i s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O: 14176

| Title:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Sec=A Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles .

Date: 6 /22/6 9
Edition: F'inal
Author:

Editor:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Office: | TA

' |:| Being Investigated

S o 7y % =

SEARLSED e, 4
SERIALIZED .24 24 LCDM_.«/!L//
| JUN2 3 1969

FBl~—LOS ANGFLES

.@0_‘/,(//41/@& é’&i/






