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to pack and depart.

For Life
•IAt First ?

t Jurors handed down a verdict 
of death for Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
han bt!caure they considered his 
June 5 murder of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy a “heinous, cold-blood­
ed act.”

Juror No. 1, George Stitzel, 
57, press room foreman for a 
Los Angeles newspaper, smd 
the jurors cast four ballots be­
fore they reached their unani­
mous verdict which was an-
nounced in the Hall of Justice 
courtroom at 1L35 a.m. yester­
day.

The first vote, taken Monday 
afternoon, was eight for death, 
two for life and two undecided, 
the said. The second ballot Tues­
day was 10 for death, two for 
We. A third ballot yesterday 
mormng was 111 and was 
quickly followed by the unani­
mous vote for death.

Stitzel said the same Wo ju­
rors who ar-gued for the hie 

j tentenre also held out last week 
for a verdict of tecond-dgreee 
murder. •

they took diligently throughout 
the 15-week trial, deliberated 16 
hours and 44 minutes before 
handing down the verdict of 
first-degree murder last Thurs­
day.

i - They debated the penalty ver­
dict 11 hours and 45 mirutes, 
trr-tawigg between life and 

• death.

He said they considered Sir­
han mentally ill but to an insuf- 
‘ficient degree for a second-de­
gree murder verdcct.

“As long as Califorma hasiJJl.ditat. A planned mut’d- 
capital punishment, this man 
deserved death,” Stitzel said. “I 
think he was a cold-blooded
murderer.”

Stitzel replaced juror Ronald 
Evans April 14 after Evans left 
the trial to attend his father’s 
funeral in Alton, Ill. .

The jury, which has been 
sequestered in the Biltmore Ho­
tel since Feb. 12, gathered for a 
final Une in their recreaiion 
’room in the hotel yesterday 
foioowmg their court annoucee- 

, ment.
They sent out for coffee-andl

Juror Gilbert F. Grace, greet­
ed by his wHe, Theresa, echoed 
StitzeVs comment that there 
was no doubt in his mmd that 
Sirhan deserved the death pen­
alty on the basis of the evidenc! 
presented. i
“It was a real ordeal,” he 

said. ‘Tm glad to be going 
home.”

Chief reason for the death 
decision, Stitzel reiteaatdd, was, 
‘‘the gravity of the crime. The 
cold-blooded murder of an ind'-
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JUROR GEORGE STITZEL TALKS OF DECISIONS 
He-xnd-e*hers ended xssignaient with death-verdict



THESE ARE THE JURORS who heard the 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan case. From left, front 
row: George Stitzel, alternate; Ronald 
Eyomi,_replaced by Stitzer when Evans’

fattier died; Susan Brumm, Albert Frere-- 
ico, Mary Lou Busby, Lawrence Morgan, re­
cced due to illness; Irma Martinez, Elean, 
or Landgreen, alternate; Clarence Yaw, al-



is, John Johnson, alternate; and Gloria Haf- 
fey, alternate. Judge Herbert Walker is at 
far left, Court Clerk Alice Nishikawa is 
standing at right.

ternate, Rear row: Ruth Stillman, alternate 
who replaced Morgan; Alphonsi Galindo, 
Bruce Eliott, foreman; Neil Bortells, Ben­
jamin Glick;, Gilbert Grace, George Broom-
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.C-o-sts-of condemned assassin 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s arrest, 
subsequent investigation, securi­
ty, trial and conviction for the 
murder of Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy have soared to nearly $1 
million.

By the time the Superior 
Court jury arrived at its death 
verdict to end the penalty phase 
of the trial yesterday, more than 
$900,000 had been spent by the 
City and County of Los Angeles 
and The city of Pasadnna since 
Sirhan’s arrest last June 5.

Costs continued to mount to­
day as Sir-han’ attorney's pre­
pared to appeal the firs--degeee 
murder conviction and the, 
death penality verdict.
[ Taken to Rampart Policejjta- 

1 ion after the early morning 
shootingt which kiHed Kennedy 
and wounded five others, Sirhcin 
was questionedt arraigned and 
transported to Los Angeles 
County Jail. The county mod- 
fied a cell to.provdde the prison­
er maximum security, and tie 
bill for the remodeling job came 
to $1602.

Pasadeaa Police, upon kern­
ing Sirhan’ ieentity, immed-- 
ately established a 24-hour 
guard on Sir-han’ family resi­
dence. Th’ safeguard for his 
family was maintained until last 
Dec. 15 at a cost of $27,803.

An additional $2500 is the esti­
mated cost of supervison of the 
on-duty-guairds. -—

—Signee Dec. ^,‘Pasadena has 

spent npproximatety $1000 main- 
taintng a special patrol service 
near the family home and an 
estimated $100 keeping a “hot 
line" telepOone to police head­
quarters from the Sirhan home.

Pasadeaa also estimates the 
city spent almost $3500 in inves- 

1 tigations of the Sir-han family 
and the convicted killer.

Pasadeaa police claim an ex­
penditure of $30215 in transporta­
tion cos’ to drive the Sir-han 
famtiy to consultations with de­
fense attorneys and to court 
activities involving Sirhan.

Kennedy’ autopsy cost the 
county coroner-’ office $2760. _ 
~An entire wing of the Hall (if 
Justiice jail was remodeled for 
Sirhan, as was a courtroom... 
Total cost for hie two projects 
was $50,845.

From June through the penal­
ty trial’ conclusion yesterday, 
the district attorney’ office 
spent approximatety $140^00 in 
salaries and special investiga­
tions.

More than $25,000 has been 
spent for room and board for 
the jury at the Biltmoee Hotel, 
jury salaries ($5 a day for each 
juror) and guards for the jury,.

Transcriptinn of.tie ’ml tas 
cost more than $15,000. Los An­
geles police investigation of the 
case cost an additional $208,828 
as of Feb. 12, nccording to 
Police Chief Tom Rncl-lnl__^J
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Sirhan’ First Day in Sun
I .  <_. ____ .1- . *

■May Be His Last
By MYRNA OLIVER

| Herald-Examieer Staff Wrtter

Pallid and drawn, Sirhan Bis­
hara Sirhan has not seen the 
sun for 10 months.

He soon will-oon his way to 
the California Medical Facilitty 
at Vacaville or to death row at 
San Quentin prison.

A jury of sev'en men and five 
women yesterday decreed that 
the 110-pound murderer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy should die.

After he is formally sentenced 
by Superior Court Judge Her­
bert V. Walker, who presided 
over his 16-week trial, Sirhan 
will probably be taken to San 
Quentin from his isolated cell on 
the 13th floor of Los Angeles’ 
Hall of Justice. Judge Walker 
could reduce Sirhan’s sentence 
to one of life imprisonment, 
which the diminutiee gunman 
would serve in Vacavil'e.

Even if the ultimate sentenee 
is death, Sirhan may still spend 
but a short time in San Quentin 
where he would be schedueed to 
die in the state’ apple-green 
gas chamber.

A bill now pending in the 
Califorma State Legislatuee 
would allow Sir’han to await his 
death in a special three-room 
suite already constructed for 
him at Vacavilee.

if he goes to Vacaville/Uhe. 
said. .

Special protection is needed 
for Sirhan became authorities 
say it is dangerous for him to 
be mixed with hardened pr’son- 
ers who have viotent feelings 
about the assassination of the 
New York senator-.

Guthriei, who said many pris­
oner s-including informes/,' 
hsmseexuals and former polic' 
sfiincre—cemain in protective 
custody at all times, added in 
an understatement

“Th' prison population is 
probably more inclined toward 
violence than the general popu­
lation.”

He eaid th' “really ueprenc- 

dented notoriety” of Sirhan’ 
case had caused the state to 
seek special protection for him.

rView from the three-cell in<ui- 
bator includes a parkmg lot, ^ 

green field and a distant coastal 
range of mountains. t

Sections of the suite on the 
third floor of the maximum se­
curity facility half-way between 
San Franc’sco and Sacramento 
ate nine feet by six feet and 
each contains a cement slab bed 
and a combination sink-com­
mode.

•basin, three steel shelves,-*a 

table and a stool. All 'are un­
movable.

“We’ll treat him exactiy like 
every other convicted murder-i 
er,” said Parle. “We have the 
ability to keep Mm securely. 
We don’t get too fussed about 
these things.” .

The cell, iilumia'ated by natu­
ral light from a tiny barred 
window too high, to see out of, 
is . a scant 125 feet from the 
octagonal room wh'r' Seh™ 
may one day inhale deadly cya­
nide fumes.

Seventy-nine mien are now on 
Death Row at San Quentin 
awaiting death. Om woman, 
also sentenedd to die, is in the 
Woman’ RefsrmaSory at Coro­
na. ■ . I

Californaa last executed a con-1 
victed murderer in 1967—.Aboo! 
.Mitchel,, who kilted a police- 
rran. The last execution beooe$ 
tlat was in 1963.

Even if he is sent to San 
Quentin, Sihan’ new quartess 
will be less grim than the cell in 
which he has hyed since his 
indictment for murder in the 
grey, aging Hall of Justice in 
the middte of Los Angetes Civic 
Center. -
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The three cells, constructed
for Sirhan at a cost of $2700,
include living quarters, a vis--
tors’ room, and a shower room1 
with hot and cold runmng wa­
ter. They were built to provide

If the legisaatuee refuses to No light tittered in from any
.’ approve the special incarceaa-1 windows. He cxcrcisee in a 

1 - tion of Sirhan and if his death heavily-guarded hallway.

maximum security for him if he 
had been given a sentenee of 
life imprioenment.

sentenee stands, he will soon 
move to a much grimmer habi­
tat on “Death Row Number

, One” at San Quentin.

• Aiisciai e Warden James
Philip D. Guthrie, spokesman Park said Sirhan would be as- 

for the State Department of s^d a cel1 on the sixth noor
Corrections, indicated the de- of the max-mum security prison

Sirhan stood in that colorless 
cell yesterday, clad, in T-shirt 
and shorts, starring into a mte- 
ror, combing his hair.

Deputy Frederick Dav’s, who 
has walked each of 66 days 
from the cell to the court-room /- 
with Sirhan, interuppted him to W 
tell him his jury had reached a ,( ^ 
verdCc.. A-z
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partment hopes th' legisla^ee near San Franc’sco. 
gran’ pcrmission to house Sit-- . ...................................
'han at Vacavillte white he That c'^’ 11 feet isng’ 4/2 feet
|awaits the death penalty. wide and seven feet high, con- “Okay,” said Sirhee. He

- _ tains a simple bed. toilet. ■mes .-ed and went to court.
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BY JOHN DOUl.L^S-
Hheald-Eaa!niecr Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, convicted murderer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, today awaits a date with death, 
bUt appeatb and legal maneuvess will keep the young 
Arab from the gas ,chamber for months and even years 
—and in the end he may never be executed.

A-1 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, 
Cdlf.

Sirhan’s jury of seven men 
and five women doomed the 25- 
year-odd slayer to San Quentin’s 
apple-green gas chamber yes­
terday, because, one of them 
disclosed, they viewed the June 
5, 1968 Ambassador Hotel slay­
ing as a “heinous and cold­
blooded act.”

Throughout it’ 11-hour, 45- 
minute deliberatonr, Juror 
George Stitzel said, a majority 
of the 12 stood for death. First 
.vote was eight for the gas 
| cTsmberrtw-o for life imprioon-

ment and two undecided. The 
undecided were quickly convert­
ed to t,he death view and full 
agreement came shorty before 
11 a.m. yesterday. The Mdouts 
had voted for life, Stitzel said, 
“because they thought it was a 
greater punishment than 
death.” .

Sirhan calmly chewed gum as 
his fate was read to him by 
Mrs. Aime Nishikawa, elerk in 
the court of Superior JtudgeHee•■
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bert V. Walker-, wher-e hi.s-46- 
week tnaftook place.

Then Judge Walker quickly 
order-ed him sent back to the 
Hall of Justice isolation cell
where he has been held since
shorty following his indictment

—Jadge Walker also ■haas-the 
power to reduce the jury’s ver­
dict to lffe impr’sonmmt. Ths 
is considered unlikety. Walker 
has handled 19 death penalty 
cases in hits more than 16 years 
on the bench. In only one of

June 7, 1968, 
Sirhan’s next date

these cases has he reduced the
in court is

May 14. Judge Walker will for- 
maiy sentenee him to death 
then and also hear his chief 
defense counsel, Grant B. Coop­
er, argue for a new trial in the 
case. .

Cooper annoucedd shorty- af­
ter the verdict that he would 
seek the new trial on the bass 

।of errors he claims the judge 
!made during the lengthy trial.

Two of these, the grizried
1 deeenee lawyer said, were;

0 The judge’s refusal to dis- 
imiss the indictment against Sir­
han after Cooper charged that; 
the grand jury which returned

verdict.
Cooper 

day he 
fight to

maide 
would

it clear yester-- 
rycirhCaad the

save the life of the
convicted slayer. He said:
“No matterr what happess Eve 

got to go forward.”
Sirhan was taktog his doom 

well, Cooper said.
“He did not seem near tears. 

Tear's were in the eyes of Mi­
chael McCowan (chief defense 
investigator) and me. He - 

Sirhan — had to reassur-e us.”
Another of Sirhan’s adv’sors,! 

Ar-ab Attorney Issa Nakhleh, 
forecast irternatiraaI repercus­
sion from the death verdict.

He said: “I think ther-e will be 
serious repercussions in the 
Ar-ab countries.

“I myself am very disappoints 
ed. I think the judge was fair-. I 
think the trial was fair-. I do not 
think the jury was fair.” , 

Nakhleh is director of the 
urofficial Palertinian-Arab dee-- 
gation to the United Natkins. He 
was joined to the deeenee staff

it was urrspressnaatise.
0 Walker’s denial of defenee 

attempss to let the jury know 
that Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Youn­
ger had once agreed to tet the 
young Arab plead guilty to first- 
degeee murder in consideration 
of a guaranteed lffe rsrtense.

This will be but the first of a 
long series of moves on Sirhan’ 
behalf. Under the law, the Cali- ,
fornia Supreme Court must au- in mid-ca’e at Sirhian s re-
tomatically review the death, qu^- He is a member of the
sentence. There is also every in- British bar.
dication that Cooper and his Adel Sirhan was the only
associate, Russell E. Parsons,
will carry the case to the USr-ity* present in court when the
Suyreree Court.

Appeal time could easily run 
several years and be further 
lengthened by stays of execu- 
Boni—-



vereicS-wns nuae. The 30-yur^F4-But Cooper' eisrgreoe v^ole’Mhe-ttook the witins!ss box em-efs 
ly with Cempiens claim that own buealg and claimed he 
dente fon Sinern would be n!eeule not remember the neooe-

old brother of the eeaviotud 
murderer was nnhen-raeed fol.- 
lowtog the verdicr.
“Noehing . . . nothing,” he 

murmuoed to the newsmen who 
crowded around him.
t At the Cinhan family home on 
PrtresirS tree-imed East 
Howard Street, Mrs. Maty Sir— 
eral the defenerat’s meteer, 
lerrned of the death verdict 
from raeihen.ten — Munir, 21.

She went into nucUislon. Mu­
nir said the family would have 
no comment.

DuSenue and prosecutOn law-

dutursent to other potential po-
Ittical assassnss. .

His voice fined with anguish, 
he cried out to newsmen:
“Do any of you or any of you 

who will hear my voice think 
this will act as a deterrent to 
the kind of crazy mind that 
assassmates public figures? As­
sassination has happened be­
fore. It will happen again . . . 
but only from those who have 
warped and dite^audd minds.
“I had hoped this cirtie of 

violence would end here. It

ing, nor writing threats against 
Sen. Kennedy in diaries seized 
at his Pasadnna home followtog 

।the shooting.
The defendant himself, Coop-

_His other victims woru;—„ 
Mrs. Eiizabeth Evans, Saugus 

housewifu; Paul SehaeUe, Umt- 
nd Auto Workers Union olfieinl; 
Washington nuwsmnn WHUam 
Wuisul; Ira Goldstein, a local 
radio news reporter, and teen­
ager Irwin Stroll, a Kenneey

tonn.?greed the death verdict..... „ 
was in part a reaction to this e’;- 
anttoni?eu^ent dimato of vOo- Cfneans euSenoe had buun

lence.
Chief Dist. Atty. Lynn D. 

Compton, who headed the pro­
sectton, communtee.

“This puts people on notice 
that we simply cannot aoleraSe 
ths kind of solution (assassuaa- 
tion) to political and social 
preb1ems.”

that he was of such imparoed 
mental capacity he could not 
have “meaningfutty and ma­
turely pnumudiialed and earned 
out” the murder.

A battery of psye•hiatrisis and 
psychologists to^fied on .the 
young Arab's behalf. But Stitzel
revealed that much of their

Cooper concurred: .
- ‘,Teuru is an uneorlying and uty.

overridigg feeling in the com-

er discleseel was satisfied with campaign worker 
his eeSen.or. The lawyer said They all recovered, but Ken- 
Cirhan told him: nedy nuvur had a chancer.
“Even Jesus Christ eouldnit Stohan had nbet him at ataost 

have saved me.” pe1nt-btank range fmng a 22
The verdtot brought to an uadealU’u ^ n^d1 “J ° 

a murder wtthout mystery in-^5^ ea^-The slug ogd 
whtoh Sen. Keaaedy was fatally CeTarSers brain‘ M ron 
shot at 12:05 a.m. June 5f 1968 Kenedy was rushed to Cen- 
nn he gr■eotue well wishers in nltnrl Kueel'fnS ^pt 
pantry, off the Ambassador Ho-;tn‘anseereed o d . -J . 
tel’s Embassy Bairroom. The HetPStl1 whe^-h 
shooting foltowed hard on the °n8% ^d. fu^ 
heeos of the New York Sunntor■s geny; At 1.44 a.m. June 6, 1968 
victory in the Califoanta pres—- he d16”-

Sirhan was captured at the
domain waiS for ^^7^ oe Kuanedy 
victim naeyneet him as he enm'*i?...wOr^eS^

tes­
timony was disbelieved by the

leaned forward to shake hands 
with a hotel employe.

• Using a bargain-basement pis­
tol, the young Arab shot Kenee-

to the ground and held him until

He also disclosed that the dy at almost point blank range.

police arneed.
When first arresSed, Sir-han 

refused to give so much as his 
name to interrogators. He was

wtniuiuu iccunx in the com- . , i _,,_j ct-Un- n«d >uk£>«
muntty and in the whole Ua^tsdHpnot believed Sirhan ^d when
States on law and order.
“The jurors felt it was up to 

them to do them duty to uphold
hertewflly.” . .

ay at rmletl pmni ummA idiioc.. . r Wia until dy the mdee that followengLuste^i^ J* 'Joh" D"^ 
oSttS■r per^s were also ShOS>ntgf1ed by hIs brothuns^

Sirhan was tried and convicted 
of assault with a deadly weapon 
with intent to commit murder in 
those cases;.



, APPEALS EXPECTED TO DELAY SIRHAN TRIP TO SAN QUENTINS GAS CHAMFURi
No one hats been executed in U.S. since 1967 and under state law legal steps could delay or alter sentence
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=Man Struck by Sirhan
iBu||et Deplores Verdict
* Says Death Penalty Ruling Is Similar to
; SlayerS Own Act; Unruh Abo Regretful

» Paul Schradc, most sc- 
*riously wounded of five 
persons cut down in the

| gunfire that killed Sen. 
5 Robert F. Kiennedy last 
; June, was sharply critical 
; of the death verdict re­
turned Wednesday 
against convicted assassin

'■ Sirhan Bishara Sirhan.
/ Schrade, Unteed Auto 
' Workess' western director 
: and one of Kennedy's cam­
' paign workers, suffered a 
; skull fracture in the shoot­
* ing and spent months 
J[recovering.
;. Informed of the jury's 
'death verdcct, Schrade is- 
;sued thiis rtltement: "The 
■ death penalty for Sir-ham 
• Sirhan is deplorable, and 
will not bring back Bob 
-Kennedy. The jury's deci­
sion, deliberately and con­
sciously made, rivals Sir-­, s “Jr

hans own terrible deci­
sion.

"There's enough kilting 
and violence in America 
today, and to execute Sir­
han in the name of t.hc 
people of California is 
inhuimain and unnecessary 
when a lffe seneence in 
prison is avaiiable."

Schrade's reaction was 
echoed by Assembly Dc- 
mocratic leader Jess Un­
ruh, another Kennedy 
supporter, who witnessed 
the slaying but was not 
injured.

"The great memor-y of 
Robert F. Kennedy—Ws 
concern for the poor-, the 
affected, his identification. 
with the less fortunate, 
and his deep love for all 
peoole—win not be served 
by yet another violent 
death," Unruh sakL____ „

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and state.)

1-26 LA Tims 
Los Angeles, 
Caalf.

Da—: 4-25-69
Edition: Hom—
Author:
Editor: Nick B. Wiliams
th—: Kensalt

Character:
or

Classficcatfon: 56-156
SubmitUgg Office: LA

I Being Investlaated

FBL-LOS ANGELES

SLRIALLILDD__is_FILLD_d;



HER SON SENTENCED—Mrs. Mary Sirhan meets 
newsmen outside the heanng room where her son,

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, was sentenced to death). At 
the left-, in dark glasses, is another son, Munir. 

Tinies photo by JohnMatmin
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MANY APPEAL ROUTES OPEN

BY DAVE SMITH
' ’ Times Staff Writer .

If condemned assassin Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan ever keeps his 
rendezvous with death in the apple- 

■ green gas chamb _ of Sa° Quentm 
Prison, it won't be for a long time.

' A multttude of legal avenues are 
open to Sirhan's defense, winch 
could ultimately prevent the death 
penalty, and which surely wi|l post­
pone it. ,

The first will be taken at a hearing 
May 14 --when defenee attorney 
Grant B. Cooper argues for a new 
trial for the convicted killer of Sen. 
Rober-t F. Kennedy.

If the new trial is denied, Superior

2—That the grand jury which 
tndicted Sirhan was unconstttuiien- 
ai by virtue of its ethnic and racial 
imbaaance. ’

3—That the 'seizuie! of Sirhan's 
personal notebook and its introduc­
tion into evidenc- was "a grave 
error of coeetitutienal dimensions.''

If Judge Walker luleis against 
these-arguments, they’can none-' 
theless ' serve, along with other 
]motions that- Cooper has indicatdc

re might intooduee, as the bass o ’ 
further appeas.. • ■ s

Under- California law, all death 
penalty vetdices are subject to 
automatic appeal before the Califor­
nia Supreme Court. Cooper has. said 
it woudd be at least a year- before’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

i-i LA Times 
Los Angeles 
Calif.

' Judge Herbert V. Walker will then 
formally impose sentence on the 25­

. year-od! Pallcstinian Arab’. Judge
Walker, at his own discretion, cou|d_~,;:.w ’ ■wgr- - ' - ,__,. 
reduce the jury's verdict from death ioutsc of thls appear, m^mienss wi

this appeal would be resolved by the' 
state's' high court), and even in the

to iifc•imprioonment, but he has 
,done so only once in. 19 previous 
firsC-degle■e murder convictions. . , 

Cooper's motoon for a new trial 
will be based, Jie said, on three 
grounds: ' .

1 —That Judge Walker committed 
• judicial error in rejecting a defenee- 

prosecutoon agreement on a guilty 
,peasuwiith lie imprioonmeqt.^^ .
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^ Chessman Cited
i i This proeess could'pre- 

retve Sirhan’s lffe for at 
least a decade. Executed 
rapist Caryl Chessman was 

। able to forestall his execu­
tion for 12'years by exer­
cising all possible appea’s 
through all possible 
courts. He lost his battee 
and died in the gas cham­
ber in May,, 1960.

■ Efforts on Sirhan's be­
half will be taking place in 

. a climate of growmg oppo­
sition nationw-de to impo­
sition of the death penalty, 
i Executions have mark­
edly decreased in reurnt 

। years and are virtually 
। nonrxistent now in ■ 13 
I states. Ahskra, Hawaii, lo­
i wa, Maine, Michign, Min- 

nesoaa, Oregon, Wssconsm 
and West Virginia have 

■ abolirhed the death penal­
ty altogether, and New 
York, North Dakoat, 
Rhode Mand and Ver-, 
mont liave so sdverrly' 
restricted its use that.it is 
all but gone. '

, • T’he last execution in the 
Untted States was that of 
Luis Jose Monge in Color-

। ado on June 2,1967.
i : In Californaa, which now 
■ has 81 men in San Quen­
tin's death row, the last 

-man to die in the gas~

jie introduced which will- 
'Serve a’ the basis for ap­
peal of any adverse ruling. 
’ The most likely ar­
gument, expected to be 
joined in by t;he American 
Civil Liberties Union as 

. a friend of the court, is the 
increasingyy frequent con- 
trat.ion t.hat the death 
penalty itself is unconsti- 

' tutional — a violation of 1 
the 14th Amendment, 

,Which prohibits "cruel and 
unusual punishment." 
j If the California Su­
preme Court is persuaded.' 
to t.hie defense view, it 
cannot reduce the death 
penalty Ito Iffe imprison­
ment, but it may reduce 

- the firs--degree veteiut to 
sec ond-degeee murder, 
Which then carries a pri­
son term of five years to 
lffe. ' '
• If, on the other hand, the 
Supreme Court uphodds 
the jury's verd^t, two 
't'oadr are then open to 
Cooper. ' • -

Any appeal based on 
constitutional grounds 
Would, be puri!urd through 
the federal court system, 
from district court to ap­
pellate court to the U.S. 
Supreme Court:.
; Any appeal based on a 
contention of judicial c-r-r 
'ror could still be pursued 

• through the state appeal 
courts system and back t;o 

(i(thd__California Supreme 
. Court oh different groui-ds.

-teifamber was Aarbn' 
I Mitehen of Sacramento, on
April 12,1967.

It is not known what 
effect the current climate 

; of U.S. political lffe — 
marked by student unrest at universitirs, urban riot-’ 
ing, tlie swing of the- 
electorate toward uonsrt-■ ‘ 
vatisrn ahd a growmg 
uoncrrn over "law and 

1 oreri"—ass had on public 1 
opimon on the death pen- 

■ alty. A few years ago,-- 
opposition to capital pun- 
inhment had grown t:o 
the point where polls : 
showed more than half the 

, population disapprove 
of it;.

Other Factor . .
One additional' fautor;; 

could serve to shorten the; 
lengthy appeal procrrr'. 
open to Sirhan—add thus - 
rhottrn his lffe. <

His three-man defenee ' . 
team represented him ' 
w^o# fee throughout 
his 31/2-monhh t;rial, and 
Cooper ha.s said he will go 
forward with the Uard.
: But how long can Cooper 
afford to do so? If no one 
underwrites the cost of 
Sirhan's defenee or steps in to assist Cooper in an 

-admiteddy, unpopuaar 
uare, he could uoncrivabyy 
exhaust his own rrsouri:er 
defending his unremorre- 
ful client ------- -—*
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JuStice and the Sirhan Trial
ISSUE: The long and costly legal casse has 
none come to an end. Were the rights of the 
defendant and society properly served?

' ■ The jury that convicted Sirhan Sirhan of 
’hie willful and premeditated murder of 
Sen. Robert Kennedy has now determined 
that he should be executed for hit crime. 
This it not:, t:o be sure, t:he final.word on 

‘the case!.. The law provides for an extensive 
; Appeals process, and at some point higher 
■authority may commute Stehan^ sentence 
tto somethmg other than death in the gas 
chamber. . '

The. long,. costly and thorough trial ’ 
Which , has just ended can properly be 
■•regarded as justice exercssed as it should 
be. : '
i .Within our legal system this is not • 
somethmg that should cause special 
.comment. Yet, in view of how other cases 
involving notorious political murder have 
recently been ha1ielte—nne thmks of the 
Oswald-Rmby circus in Mhs and the 
abortive James Earl Ray trial in Mtmphts the conduct of the Sirhan case iis a 
source, of some satisfaction. .
v Juegt Herbert Walkers decision early in 
the proceedmgs n^f to permit. Sirimn.to 
plead guilty and thereby obviate a Mi tried 
'was sound. The defense and prosecution 
had agreed on a plea of guilty to fii^t 
degree murder, with an understandmg 
thavalite stnt:enct would be imposed.

-. But Judge Walker said no. He wanted a 
. full trial, with all evidence presented and 
all witassses heard. ‘ ‘ \

Sirhan thus had Ms day in court, and the . 
‘requirements of justice were served. No. 
grounds were provided for any charges of 
conspiracy or coverup that wodd predict­
ably ..have, resulted if the trial had been 

. ended abruptly. Sirhan’s rights werefully • 
.and scrupuioully heeded.. _ ; :

• Of equal imIX)rtnnee, so were the rights
. of the People. < ’

The jury's finding of first degree muretl’ 
: was. based on overwhelming evidence of 
. premeditation, and ite imposition of the 

death penalty was in keeping wRh the tew. . 
. m California the alternative .penalty, Iffe 
.imprisonment, really is not tt^t at all. 
Parole is possible within as tew as seven 
years. .Sirhan is not the sort of main most 
persons would want free In society again. .

■ Durnig the trial questions were reused, 
and remain, about Sirhan’s mental state. 
The .contradictory testimony of expert 

■ psychiatric •witnestes eie little to -resole 
these questions. What eie emerge, clearly 
is that Sirhan is a wretched and ultimatey.

■ pathetic little man, who wouM have 
remamed eestrvedly obscur-e except for 
the tragedy he caused. That trantey 
cannot be erased. • ■ t1

One can only pray that others like it c^ 
bt.prtve.nted. ••: - -^-----^
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Sirhan Wins Delay' 
on Date to Appear 
for Plea, Sentencing

,BY RON EINSTOSS 
' Timas Staff Writer *"

Sirhan B. Sirhan was in a shhm- 
ingly good mood Friday as. he 
appeared in court for the first time 
Since a jury vot,ed the death penality 
for hilm. ' I 
•* Sir-han was taken before Superior 
Judge Herbert V. Walker to hear 
one of his attorneys, Grant B. 
Cooper, ask that the date set for 
argument on a series of demise 
motions and formal sentencing be 
continued! from May 14 to May 21. 
The request was granted. -'

The brief session in a makeshift 
courtroom on the 13th floor of the 
’Hall of Justice—the same place 
many pretrial matters were heard—. 
lasted only five minuees. ■

Sirhan was smiling much of the 
time. He grinned at the 40 specta­
tors, about evenly divided between 
newsmen and security officers, and 
acknoweedged his broker, Munir,' 
the. only .member of his family 
presently lip-speakmg to hilm.

~ None of the members of Sir-han's' 
family have visaed with him since 
the death verdfcr, but Parsons said 
he would arrange for Mrs. Mary, 
Sirhan, his mother, to see her son on 
Monday "if she wants to come."- . 
■ Ele said she was "stunned" at'the 
verdhc". . . . 
■ Cooper .said he asked for the 
postponement because of a conflict 
in his calendar..The prosecutkin, 
represented by Dep. Dilst. Atty. 
David N. Fife, did not oppose the 
request. . , , .....<„;•—J-».

(Indicate page, name of 
nhwsi>ai>er, city and state.)

lI-Ll Los Angel ess Times 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Both Counsel Visit Slayer
' Both before and after court. 
Cooper and co-couneel Russell E. 
Parsons visited with the 25-yhal,-old 
convicted slayer of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. ' ■

Parsons told newsmen that Sirhan 
"feels pretty good" and that he is 
hopeful Judge Walker will hit.hlhr 
grant him a new trial or reduce his 
penalty to Hfe in prison.

Cooper said, "Hie (Sirhan) is still 
holdnng up like a man" and said 
Sirhan objected to Dep. Dist. Atty. 
John E. Howards penalty argument 
in 'which thie prosecutor said . he . 
showed no remorse over his act! ■'. -11

Accordlng to Cooper, Sirhan said 
he "broke down and cried like a
baby when he heard Kennedy had' 
died." . .■-—y—.
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Your. report (April 24) of thfreac.toon by |the amount which the cityzmministratrve 
members of the Sirhan jury on learning that officer, Ure city cc^rohe' and 1 have agr<led 
there was a he senterne deal bttwetn \ upon as about the minimumjeserve wluch 
prosecution and Eetenee and which was I it is prudent for us to ^©0™. 
rejected by the judge prompts this letter. I

While EtaS and compromises are. clearly 
inaEmissibie in civil cases and on the, 
question of guilt in criminal cases, I have 
the gut feeling that the Califorma Supreme 
Court,, and if not;, the U.S. Supreme Courts, 
will hold that it is a relevant admissible fact 
in the separate penalty Mal. .

And why nols? If the jury can consider 
sympathy in the penalty trial although not 
in the primary trial, why can't the jury . 
consider that the prosecutoon had agreed

_ SAM YORTY 
Mayor Los Angeles 

ted thatThe Times itorlal correctly
Mayor Yorly said in 1962 that the'reserve
fund should not be allowed to drop below 
10% of the controliabie expenditures. By 
hhat yardstick, the 1969-70 reserve fund 
would total $34.8 million, rather than the

■ proposed $17.3 million.—Ed.

that there was sufficient doubt. of the ( 
defendant's capacity t.o warrant only a life 
sentenee and that the judge ruled that the 
jury should decide? Why should not the • 
same question be left to the jury in the . 
penalty trial? It did not have to agree, but it 
should have had the opportuntty. • 1

’ In this country, even'a politick assassin^ 
life should not be taken by a ruling which , 
doc not give the defendant the benefit of 
the doubt and may make the Efftetence 
between hie and death. ■ '
• BERNARD REICH

. ■ Beverly HiHs

, Congr•atuialions to the Shhmn jury R is 
hard to stand and be counted but they did it.. 
Wouldn't it be great if our author'iUss would 
show thre same courage? It might stop rloSs, ' 
Eestruclion and chaos.

. • MYRA BYRNE
. • North HollywoEd

Re: thre Sirhan verdccr: When are we going 
to stop using murder t,o fight murder?

SUSAN FORTHMAN' 
.------_ ' Norihr•Elgt

;InEicaie page, name of 
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।Rumors-of Prison Retaliation 'Against Srham

SACRAMIENTO (UPI) - An 
official of California's prison 
system has disclosed what he 
called “nimors” of possible 
prison retaliation against Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan.

Law'rence E. Wilson, deputy 
elr•estOr of the State Depart-
ment of Corrections, told news- 
mien the hints wer-e “rothl'rg 
I that' you-could put your, finder 
on."’ • j

I • “He will be totlllyJsoiateeL” 
Guthrie said’.

Guthrie noted tint the 79 pris­
oners now on death row must 
wall across an' open prison 
“ylre“-a huge area where in— 
males get exercise-fn full view 
of other inmates. ;

|j “It is right through the maim 
cmwincl — right through the 
entire population,” Wilson sa’d? 
He said Sirhan would be escort­
ed “for-e and aft"—! front and
to the rear-by security guards 

, and have special guards in his 
1 sbI^■biiOSk:? ”-------

The prison oftisill spoke with 
newsmen, yesterday after State 
|Assemblyman Carlos J. Mtoor- 
head, Glendae e Republican, 
dropped his bill t.o allow Hie 
|state t.o put Sirhan in a special 
high security cell at Vacavffle
State Prison. n
'hi t j 1
[irhan, a Jordaman iin-

migrant, was con d e mned to!
the San Quentin gas chamber 
last . Weeneseay in the assass—- 
rato)n of Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy, gunned down as he celebrat—- 
ed victory in Caiifornia’s 1968 

primary election.

Philip E. Guthrie, spokesmnn 
fori the Eepartaent of Correc- 
tioiis, told newsmen Siriian 
would be confined at San Quen- 
tir’’l . ■ A

At San Quentin, the state’s 
maximum security prison north 
of San Franc’soo, the state 
plans Ito establish what Wilson 
called a “buffer zone" for Sir­
han that would place him in the 
middle cell of three and keep 
tler•Wiu•uif either side empty..

4-30-6 1

(IndCcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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1 ° c------- Witnessed by Adviser _

' The statement was signed by
Hindis r I \ S.irhan and winnessed by Sheriff'siH san Retains -Lt. Rudolph Berteaux and Baron

I Sarkces Nahas, an Arab who served 
as unofficial adviser to Sivhan's

SC defame, throughout hiss 15-week 
IMtriai. .

t Sh-han's brother, Adel, 30, said
Monday he' and his mother, Mary, 
56, had' met with Belli once, but that

\ the meeting had been indecisive. He s said Belli had not been engaged
tIhdlaaie page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

, v , either to assist or replace Sirhan's
Sirhan B^hara Sirhan said-I°1b present attorneys.

day he wdl slick with attorneyS| Asked if the family was dissatis- 
Grant B. Cooper and RrnJien Par- j^ wilh Sirhan's defame, in view 
sons and none otfier to fight his of his conviction, Adel Sirhan said,
conviction and dealh senfance wi i'nOj we are not—not in any way." 

' 1the murder of Sen. Robert F. He said it was his understanding
Kennedy. . that Belli's involvement in the case

It was the first word from Sirhan probably would be in fiiing a friend 
himsdf in respome to stories that of the court brief. Belli himseff was 
celebrated San Francssco attorney quoted earlier as saying he did not 
Melvin Befwould handk SrWs; expect to pariicipate personalty in 
appeal. ^ ■ ' • i any -farther court sessions, but

Belli was qimfad Friday in Tucson woudd probabty restrict his Starts 
as saying Sirhan's family had con- to a writfan appeal. ,
tacted him and, "T,tli!y want madaje^li was not immediatey_avail- 
do the appca1." ' • - able for comment Monday.. ..

• In a' statement Monday reeeaeed 
through Cooper, the convicted assas­
sin said: ' ■

"I, Sirhan Sirhan, havhig faH 
. confidence in my present attorneys, 

Grant B. Cooper and Russell Par­
sons, members of the Califor-ma 

■ State Barr hereby engage them and 
none other to hanUe my appeal to 
tin Supreme Court of the S^e of 

. Calffornia and, if necessary, to the 
■ Supreme Court of the United 
Sraesif?’” ■  -------

II1! Los Angel.es Time: 
Los Angeles, CcH
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Attorneys for the American Civil 
Liberties Unom asked Wednesday 
for permission to enter the Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan case as friends of the 
.court so they again can challenge 
the constitutionality of the dealth 
penalty. ■

. In their request, A. L. Wirln, Fred 
• Okiamd and Laurence R. Sperber 
said they want to appear in the case, 
not out of concern for the life of 
Sirhan, but out of concern for "lifr,l 
itself.

They noted they have appeared in 
court "frequently and consistently" 
in many cases, "no matter who the 
defendant or the nature of the 
offense for winch he was convicted."

The ACLU attorneys contend that 
the dealth penalty is unconstitution­
al because it constitutes cruel and 
unusual punishment, because jur­
ors are not given any guidelines 
upon which to base their verdict and 
hmmsc prospective jurors who op­

pose capital punishment are exclud­
edfom serving. • '

Sirhan is scheduled to appear 
before Superior Judge Herbert 
V. Walker for new trial arguments 
and sentencing next Wednesday.

The jury which heard his lengthy 
trial voted that Sirhan be given the 
death penalty. .

Defenee attorneys Grant B. Coop­
er and Russell Parsons also filed le­
gal briess Wednesday in support of 
their motion for a new trial.

Cooper has indicated he will seek 
a new trial on grounds that the 
grand jury that indicted Sirhan was 
unconstitutional and that Judge 
Walker committed judicial error in 
admitting into evidence the note­
books in which Sirhan wrote of his 
intent to kill Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy. ■

The defenee claims Sirhan's notie­
books were improperly seized by 
police offteers. . ' -

(Indictee page, name of 
newspaper city and state.)
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AidedBy 
ACp 1
Sirha/Bishara Sirhan, con­

demned murderer of Sen. Rob­
ert F. Kennedy, has received 
unsolicited help from the Ameri­
can Civil Liberties union which 
hopes to eave him from the gas 
chamber.

The Southern California 
branch of the ACLU yesterday 
filed a friend-oLthe-court brief 
with Judge Herbert V. .Walker, 
who presided over Sirhan’s 16- 
week trial, challenging the c.on- 
stitutoonality of capital punish­
ment. .

ACLU atorneys said neither 
Sirhan nor his attorneys, Grant! 
B. Cooper and Russell Paronns,-; 
had requested them to enter the 
case. y - |

Sirhan’ counsel have in the. 
past resisted attempts of organi-' 
zations to assist them in their 
fight for Sirhan’s life. „ .j

Parsons said yesterday, how-, 
ever, "I would welcome their; 
help. I feel their efforts are sin-' 
cere. . J

“The ACLU has taken an ac?. 
tive part in the death penalty; 

' fight right along,” he told The 
Herald-Examnerr. “I see . no, 

. reason why they should be ruded1 
jout in ths case.” “I
i Sirhan was condemned to; 
- death April 23 by a jury but has' 
inot yet been formally een-- 
| enced.
। “Our present appearance,’! 
I the ACLU document stajed, “is 
। prompted not out of concern for 
i 'he hfe, as such, of this pari-cu:. 
। hr.deeendant; it is a concern 

or Me itself." "■
I The* ACLU taid “imposttoon of 
> • ’• death penalty for any crime 

' ? demal of civil liberties.” 
‘We believe that contempo— 

•my nleas of the tinoif-cance of, 
.' eman We- make tmposiiOor^ of 

he death penalty curel and unu- 
ml punishment, which is pro-1 

m-d by the coIlsttrItion?’' "

(Indictee page, name of 
newspaper, city and etcte.)
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^.- By MYRNA OLIVER ' - over the ft-week trial'of thej& 
^5 Heraw-Examteer Staff Writer year-old Arab immigrant, was 
-Sirhan Bishnra Sirhan today [expected to refuse request for a 

faces formal sentencing for his new trial for Sirhan offered by 
murder.of Sen. Rober-t F. Ken-chief defense counsel Grant B. 
nedy, in the final round of his C°°Per-
Los Angeles County fight for his 
lfe?. • \ .
•■ A.jury of seven men and five 
women brought in a death pen­
alty verdict April 23, after find­
ing-Sirhan guilty of die first 
degree murder of Sen. Kennedy 
last June 5 in the Ambassador 

. Hotel.
Judge Herbert V. Walker, who 

will pronounce sentenee, has the 
authority to reduce the death 

. penalty to life imprsoonm(tnt)
■M is not expected to do so.

5n his 16 years on the bench,. . "s y r s» on me bench, 

the beetle-bro wed, jurist has al­
prod nnlv doolh I!)red only one death penalty., |j

Cooper has said he would 
base the move for a’new trial 
on grounds that Judge-Walker 
erred in rejecting an agreement 
between defenee and • prosecu­
tion that Sirhan would plead 
guilty in return for a life sen­
tence; that the Grand Jury 
which indiceed Sir'han was not a 
true cross section of the com­
munity and therefore was urn-’ 
constitutional; and that seizure 
of Sirhan’ diary-notebooks! 
from his Pasadena home and[ 
their introducitioh as evidence' 
was unc°ostitutfoaal. .!

_ACt°rory Russell E,>Parg0og 
has pledged his help, but Sir- 
han’s ten-d delenee attorney, 
Emite Zola Berman of New 
York, bowed out of the case last . 
month. . -

If Judge Walker srntenrss 
Sirhan to death today, it will 
still be months before the dimi- 
nultive Arab is put to draih. 
Appeals could take months or 
years.

(IodCaale page, name of 
newspaper c Ity and state.)

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Call.f.

„ , . Strongest ground appeared to
Future court battles will .bebe admissoon of the notebooks

fought at tile state or national! into evidence. Contained in the 
lievel. ■ . ’ , ! writings were threate against

.Once tee soiteMe of death;Kroordy’s life. .
has beein pronounced, Sirhani „ , ,
will be moved to Death Row in -Cooper c°nirnds the diaries
San Queoiin prison to await his werr seized illegally became 
death in the gas chamber. [police officers did not have a

Tiie siat;e legisaature earlierise^1 warraoc and cM n°c re­
refused special legisaation wiuclllCrivr.. proper permsgifon. Au-[
would have allowed Sirhan to 
await death in a tliree-cell com-

thorities said Sirhan’s brother, 
Adel, told .them they could

partmeut specially constructed 
for him at the Vacavllee medical 
pliS!°n facility near Sacramento.

The cell was prepared for 
Sirhan in the event he received

search the house.

Judge Walker, however, ruled 
the o°iebo°ks could be used as 
evidence in the lengthy trial.

a Ife srntenre.
Sirhan would under law be 

given an automatte appeal of 
the death srntenre brffrr the 
California Supreme Court.

Judge Walker, who presided

Cooper, prepared for denial of 
the new trial motion since the 
end of the trial a month ag;o, 

has vowed to carry Sirhan’s 
appeals as far as the United 
States Supreme Court? ^-J-
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BY RON EINSTOSS 
Times Staff Writer

^-r.,Wtrn.ocie hnw^Y'S^-April'-lT of’ firs--degeec 
join Coopei and Pmcons'inr^murder and of five counts; 
(.heir, ^mention tlrat of assault, with intent t.o

■ Judge Walker erred in ex-
chiding from the jury per-

commit murder
' The assault victims were’ 

sons who are unadera.oyy perSons wounded in the
,•- ’barrage of. gunfire fast.opposed to capital puntsh- j_____

I meat. ■' ; ;. ■’ ' June 5 at thsYA.mbassador
In- a brief tiled witii lhe wh!,], claimed the lffe of. 

court, Cooper anld-Parsons. Sen. Kennedy. h
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker said thiey will seek c new 

is expeceed to follow c jury racom* trial on several grounds,’.
The same jury of seven

msndction today and sentsncs Sir- 
han Bithcra Sirhan to death for the 
csscssinatinn of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. . '

Before imposing judgment, 
however, the court will hear ar- 
gunients on defensee motions to 
■grant Sirhan a new trial and reduce 
his penalty to life in prison. It w

- men and five women on 
all of them dealing, with April 23-voedd that Sirhan 
court •rulmgs- adyerts to - should dee.. 4 . .
the defensee. ' . ■ . -. Most of the argumshts

.They claim-that Judge jadvainced by the deeenee’ 
Walker erred ' in ■ permit- I today will be for the 
tino- tlm ns? of Sirhm’s jpurpose of compiimg a

the defense.

unlikely that either request will be 
granted. • .

The 25-year-old Palestinian immi­
grants attorneys, Grant B. Cooper : 
and Russell E. Parsons, indicaSed 
their arguments will consume most :
of the day. Emile Zola Berman, a 
third lawyer who defended Sirhan, 
will remain in New' York and not be 
present for the proceedings. .

The three prosecutors—Dep. Disi, 
Antys. Lynn D. Compton, John E. 
:ioward and David N. Fitts—aid 
•.hey win offsr short raphes in 
opposition to .the dsfents -motions?

Judge Walker is expected to.dlow

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

(ting the use of Sirhan’s j purpose of compiimg a 
J notebooks as evidence, injrecord for use in Sirhan’s 
,not..—quashing the. grand ! automatic appeal to the 
jury tlldictment, in not ■ State Supreme Court;. •
granting a mistrial, when -The proceedings wM be 
reports that the ■eeSenee held in the same heardy 
was negotiating for a plea guarded; mh of Justice 
to murder with lffe impris- courtroom where the trial 
onment were, made pubic WaiO■cpnrlucSdd. "t----- ;—'
and in not‘ordering tire ‘  ...........

• impaneimg of a separate
jury to hear thie penalty . • '
phase of the trial. - , . .

Judge Walker could re-.
; duce the jury's recommenC 
.. ello>n of the death penalty' 
: to .liSe,.;bul■ that is rarely 
i.done- : ;
j. ' In 19 .other .such, cases

- . - - I whk:h' have 'come before 
'• 1.. Winn, chief counsel for the . him, the veteran jurist has 
Som’nem Califorma Chapter of the’ altered the jurvS. vsreicl 
trnencan Civil Liberties Unonir, to only once’and tint was at 

.<ppeur as a friend of the court for ' '
the puppoee of arguing against the 
imposition of the death penalty on 
the ground it is cruel and unusual 
punishment and violaSes Sirhan’s 
j.'tns■tUui.ional right to due process of.

tiie suggestion of ■ state . 
JPeltcl authoritie..-~___,

.Sirhan was found guilt,y
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SENATOR ASKS MERCY FOR ASSASSIN

' BY DAVE SMITH
. . -Times Staff Writer’

Sh'hmpBishara.Sirhan Wednesday 
was formally anntenned to death in 
San Quentins gas chamber despite a 
llSt-minltee plea by'Sen. Edwacei M. 
Kennedy that the life of his broth­
er's assassin be spared.

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walk­
er, bru.shing aside both the dramaUc 
tetter and an impassioned entreaty 
by deeenee attorney Grant B. Coo­
per, read solemnly from a previous­
ly prepared summary of the easn:

"Ths is the time for judgment and 
senterne . .■. It is the judgment and 
snntenne of this court that for the 
crime of -murder in the first degree 
. . . you should suffer the penalty of 
death , within the wails of San 
Quentin ; Prison in the manner- 
prescribed by law." ■ ■ W .

He ordered Urn diminutive assas­
sin taken to San Quentinrs Death 
Row within 10 days. •

Sir-hm,-standing with his hands on 
his hips and staring without visibk 
emotion as the judge atnlrly pro­
nounced sent e ner, t,urned nd 
smiled at defense investigate!’ Mi- 
ehael McCowan. "Wel,, now the real 
battte .begins," •he murmured to 
McCowan. .

, jurist Wednesday mornnrg, was not 
mentioned in open court. '"-—;—“-"-

Sen. Kennedy, in a letter to Dist. 
Ally. Evolte J. Younger, invoked 
Robert F. Kennedy's own plea for 
."loye and wisdom and compassion 
towards one another"1 in the sentenc­
ing of Sirhan. ' '
• • Knhnedy.w'role:.• -

" > . , if the kind .of man. my 
brother was is pnrtinent, we-believe 
it should be weighed in the balance 
on the side of compassion,' mercy 
and GocTs gift, of life itself." •

The letter, dated May. 18, was 
imtoodueed by Younger as defenses 
motions for a new trial were being 
heard by Judge Walker.

Younger revealed that the prose­
cution had twice during the trial 
sought the Kennedy, family's reeom- 

, mendatoons on conduct of the prose­pp
' cutton. •

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-1 Los Angeles, Time 
Los Angeles, Clif.

The family declinnd to express any 
. opimon white the trial was in 

progress, Younger said, but contact­
ed him through their attorney last 

week:. ■
In his subsequent letter to Youn­

ger, the Massachueetts senator said 
he now understood "that the trial 
judge will be called upon to nxel•cSee , his discretion concerning the penal­

, , ■ , , • ., ' ty. Since this is now a question of
. Mrs. Mary Slrh}an<sna^^^ /clemency mid the trial proceedings
s^ond low of tlhe small cmntioom, .have been concluned, I feel I can 
mi^ stfUy aite cteh^ appropiaaeeyy convey to you, for
as she waited for court to' adjourn, whatever consideration you believe 

to be proper, how we fnnl."
■ Brother a 'Man of Love'

She also had written to Judge Thus, nvidently spnlking; f°- other
■Walker citing Biblical references i,ls_meSbnrs of t-he murdercd rcnater.s 
■ her plea for Tumey for Sirhan. Her family, S^- Kennedy wntinueq: 
letter,"''delivered to the 69-year-old ,

■signaiing the moment when she 
could visit her condemned son in his 
’ 13th-floor cell. ’ •
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ti"My bro,ih^er^war a man of love and penalty must’.still be left up 'to,the Cooper, in addition to claiming tiie 
igefment and compar£>-en. He jury. ' ' •. fee was misled, also charged 
would not have wanted his death to Cooper said the prosecution then Judge Walter with judicial mor m 
be a cause for the iakieg of another offeree, ' if Sirhan woudl plead not accepting the ptea change.
'Ifte. You may recall his pleas when guilty, to recommend that the jury 
he teamed of the death of Martin hand down a lite rgntenge.
L^,^ K\n8r .... 1 Asked what the prosecution wouW

"He said that ’what we need in the do if Sir-han decided against the ptea 
United States is not eivis-on; what change and went ahead with the 
we need in t^Urnted States^ Cooper said, the prosecution 
hatred; what we need in the United stated it woudl make no recommen- 
Stai.er is not v-otence or lawrrreness,1dat-on, either for a death pmiahy or 
but teve an- wtedom and compas-a Iffe rentenee.
^ towards oM aeoi4rr.’ At that time, Cooper, said, Youn- 

■ "Moreover he was a young man ger told the detenee that the 
totally committed to lffe and livmg. prosecution was "in a position 
He rtood against injustiee, poverty where we can't consctelit-ously urge 
and eisirimieatioe for those evils - - - -

He further charged the jurist with

lessened lffe. He grew to dgrPise war 
for war denies the sacreeIness of lfte. 
And he had a special affection for 
chi-dren for they held the promise 
of Iffe.". .

Argumenss forNew Trial
' Cooper cited 13 grounds for his 
motion for a new trial for Sirhan, ar­
guing at length on two pointe. •

He devoted his major effort to a 
contention that the eerenre had

error in his refusal to bar from 
evidence the controversial note­
books in which Sirhan wrote of .his 
intention to kill Kennedy. '

Although Sirhan's writing? later 
became a major bulwark of his 
eerenre of diminished mental capa­
city, ■ Cooper contended that the 
notebooks ware iHegally seized, to 
begin with. : . ,

Coopetis final plea for a reduction 
of Sirhan's death penalty hinged 
principally on Younger's earlier wih 
Hngness to accept a Ifte rentenre 
because of psychiatric reports, indi-

the death penaRy." . ,
Says Defense Was Miste(l

It was on tNs unerrsaanding, caW that Sirhan was ^ntelly ill 
Cooper rai-l, that the eerenre finally • Coop?1- , moto011 was rUPP.?1^ee by 
aevired Sirhan to go ahiead with the a frieend-ofttbe-coui’t brief offered by 
trial and not risk a jury decision for attorneys A. L. Winn and Fred
death despii:r the prosecution'si!re:^ .
ported willinnnrss not to press 0o'^^^iserU™lr■

Okrand of the Ameriaan Civil Liber-

It was here, Cooper said, that they 
. were misled because the prosecution 
"didn't keep its word" when Bep.

.. , . Dist. Atty. John H.-Howated ma.de been misled by tire prosecuteon J^ f^l argument to the jury in the 
penalty phase of the trial, after 
Sirhan had already been convicted

February, when the possibility of a 
change of pleas was being discuseed.

At that time, Cooper said, both of firs--degree murder.
defenee and prosecution agreed that! Ahhough Howard never. sprcifi- 
Sirtla.n could plead guilty to first- LaUy mentioned the death penaUy, 
edgme murder with an understand- he did ur-ge the jmy to return "thie 
ins thathe wou- be seeteeied iO|-ely proper penalty for political 
lite lmPlr-onment.. ,._Jarrarrinai:-nn in the Urn^ed States of

But Judge Walker rejected this America"" . 7.. ”------ ^-.
deal, .insisting that if Sirhan did 
chaiige^his plea, the question of
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By MYRNA OLIVER — 
■ HeraN■Ei<mierr Staff Writer 
Secrecy surrounds the imm-- 

nent Iranseer of Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan, doomed ' murderer of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, from 
Los Angeles to San Quentin’ 
Death Row. . • '

Judge Herbert V. Walker yes-, 
terday ordered Sirhan sent to 
the prison “wtthui 10 days” af­
ter he upheld a jury’s April 23 
verdict and formally ssneensed 
Sirhan to death. - . •

Sheriff’s Department auahoIit• 
ties, continuing their maximum 
protection of Sirhan that with 
his trial has cost the county

YSaui-pl-d■ Arab showed lyas 
emotion when he saw a copy of 
the lstter. ' - ■

His mother, Mrs. Mary- Sir- 
han, however, wept when 
frrends/read her a part of-the
letter.

_Mj;s. irma MaI^tiee.z, one o. 
the jurors who convicted and 
doomed Sirhan, and Mrs. Elean­
or Landgreen, an alternate who 
also sat through the 16 wrecks of 
.testimony, retunned as court-
room spectators lo hear Judge

Thhey‘re good . people,”. she Walker’s upholding of the ver-
said of the Kennedy's.- ;.;
•• Chief es.tense coiuisel Grant 
B. Coopier, who said he did nth 
know about the Kennedy letter 
until yesterday mornfog wten it 
was handed to Judge Walker, 
used it in his final plea for 
Sirhan’ life. '

Cooper said he had tried to, 
contact Sen. Kennedy after the:
jury retunned a verdict of first-• , . , Rtj reuIelS'U a.

a]msstL.£l5mllhsn, refulse^OJay dSgI.ee murder, in an attempt to 
'^J ^l^w^ or his repressntaiise te

I tak&i to Ui1 prisonjwrth of San tsstify at the penalty phase of
I Franc’sco.

] In refusing to use his constHu- 
i tonal power to reduce Sirhan’ 
i sentence to life imprisonm<nnt, 
I Judge Walker ignored an elev- 
1 enth-hSur plea for leniency 
made by the victim’ brother,. 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D- 
Mass. ■

District Attorney EveHe J. 
Younger, in his first,, court. ap- 

ipearamre^in the Sirhan Inal 
which began Jan. 7, offered 
Kennedy’ hand-written letter toi 
Judge Walker at the start “f 
yesterday’ court' sessfon. ' •
“Iithe kind of man my broth­

er was is pertinent,” the letter 
said, “we believe it should be 
weighed in the balance on the 
side of compassion, mercy and 
God's gift of life itself.” 1
“My brother was a man of 

lSve and sentiment and rompas^ 
sion,” t;he senator wrote, on 
behalf of the Kennedy family.

He would not have wanted SiT 
death to be a cause for the 
takting of another life.” ' ' 

'Suhams’attorneys said the 25-;

the trial.-He said he was m- 
•formeed through a Kennedy at- 
toraejr, however, that the Ken­
nedy’ considered such action 
“inappropriate.” ’ ’.' ;

jdiet. They appsarse unmoved 
by Sen. Kennedy’ ptea for Sir- 
han’ MSc. • .

In issuing thie sentence, Judge 
Walker also denied Cooper’ 13- 
point motion for a new trial.
“It is disappointing,” Cooper- ■ 

said, after the judge’s escision1 
, ‘‘but that is thaa.” • '

Sirhan will have an automatic 
appeal of the dsaah sentenee 
before the Calffonma State-Su­
preme Court;. Cooper said'yes­
terday, however, he planned to 
file a separate' appeal eithier
Monday or Tuesday. - ,

Cooper and defenee attorney 
Russell E Jar-sons have vowed 

i to carry Sir-han’ case as far as
He said the letter was “entire- the Unit e'd Staees Supreme 

ly unsoiicieed,” ' 1 Court. Sirhan’ third counsel, 
. “Had t;he jury known at the New York attorney Emile Zola 
.time they were considering the Berman bowed out of the case
question of lite and d^h the at the end of presentation of 
attitude- of the Kennedy fam--. ‘ .
ly,” Cooper said, “I feel Weir 
verdict would have been entire­
ly diffrr•snt.” •

.Cooper also askse ths judge 
to reduce ■ths ssilrense on the 
basis that. Sirhan is mentaBy ill 
and that he “has never bssn in 
difficulty with the law before, 
and has a complete^ clean rec­
ord.” „ •

The veteran attorney, who 
never before had 'a client con­
victed of first-degree murder or 
senreiiedd to esaah, also read 
seitoria;s from new’s media, re-‘ 
questing a reduction of the sen- 
tencs.of life imprisonment.

testimony, and closing argu­
ments. '
.. Man pointe in Cooper's ar-gu-

ment for a new trial were that 
eialisls in which Sirhan threa-- 
ened to kill Kennedy were ille­
gally seized from h’ Pasadena 
home and should not have been 
snasred in evidence and thiat the 
district attorney’ iiiic e 
• ‘m’srepesseneed” its position iin 
:the case. ’ ■ .

‘tin the minds of all eeSense 
counsel thiese notebooks were 
extremeyy eamaging” Cooper 

, said.
The eiaries were used by the 

prosecution to show that Sirhan 
premediiaedd the murder and 
by thie .de^enee as evidence of 
Sirhan’ mental ilnnes. : ^
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" Assistant, District Altonen 
David N. Fitts countered Coop- 

.er’s arguments, saying other 
’evidence would have proved the 
premiedttation without the note­
books and that the defenee 
needed them to prove its de­
fense of “diminished capacity.” 

■ . “Apparently the defendant is 
ttrymg to eat his cake and have 
:it, too,” said Fits.

He repeated' the prosecutions 
contention, challenged by Coop­
er, that immedtate search of the 
Sirhan"homh was necessary in 
case evieeoch' of a conspiracy 
existed. '

Cooper ' said the prosecution 
“miseepeseonhe“” its attitude in 
the case early in February 
when Judge Walker refused a 
Sirhan plea of guilty of murder 
in the first degree in return for 
a recommendation of a life rho- 

.tence... .
' Cooper said he was told that 
if the case did go to trial, the 
prosecution would-^ recom­
mend either death or life but 
leave the penalty up to the jury 
—which he said it did not do.
. He quoted Younger as. telling! 
him in Februayy, • “We can’t 
conscientiously urge the death 
penaty.” . • .

Yet Assistant District At°rr- 
ney John Howard'Cooper said, 
in his closing argument, “wound 
up asking, . ‘Besturn the only 
proper penalty you'can for a 
political assassination.’
“Taking his argument by its 

four corners . . . that was a 
demand for the death penalty,” 
Cooper said. ..

He said had he known the 
prosecutions position eailiert, 
he would have advised his client 
to■pleae.effhehentty. .

Howard argued, “Theee was 
no-demand for or request., for 
either punishment. I submifTto

tiie court ths was not a breach 
of confidence or faith.” ■

He said the earlier statement 
by the district attorney had 
been made before the proseur 
tors knew -the evidence in the 
case, particularly reports from 
psychiatritts. . . . •

Sirhan, a]ternahety bored and 
explosive during this IG-week 
trait, was calm throughout yes­
terday^ session. Dressed in his 
customary courtroom unfform 
of rumptcd blue shirt and black 
trousers, he chewed on a ^1°- 
phane-wrapped cigair.

He stood polieeyy at We com­
mand of Judge Walker to hear 
his shntenhe. . ' '

In a dispassionate voice, the 
beetle-browed jurist 'ticked off 
Sirhan’s days in court from his 
arraignmnnt June 7, 1968, until 
his move for a new trial yester­
day. . •

Judge Walker then seothoche 
Sirhan to be put to ehath “in the 
manner prescribed by law” in 
San Quentins; apple-green gas 
chamber and further shothnche 
him to serve concurrent sen­
tences of 1-14 years on each of 
five counts of assault with a 
deadly weapon with the intent 
to commit murder. ■ ,

The redundant shneechss were 
in punish m e n t for Sirhan’s 
shooting of five other persons 
June 5. All of the wounded 
victims recovered. i
“I feel that the jury was 

right,” Judge Walker intro-l

euchd h’s opinion. ”I_have_oo' 
reason to change that now.”
“I- is the judgment and sen­

tence of ths court,” the ;ju(ige 
read his decision, “hiat for the 
crime of murder in the first 
degree,, of whfch you Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan have been con- 
viceed by jury, . . . that you 
should suffer the penally of 
death ... at San Quentin in the 
manner proscribed by law at a 
time to be fixed by this coui-1 . .

Ira GoIitteit, 20, 4077 
Hayvenhurst Drive, Encnot, has 
ftied a $500,000 etmagh suit 
against Sirhan and the Ambas-. 
sador Hotel for injuries re- 
chi.vhd at the tmee of the Renee- 
dy assassination. • •

Goldstein's suit, filed scant 
hours after Sirhan’s sentencing, 
is the third civil action filed 
since the shooting. ■
.'G°lerthio aReges he was as- 

raulte‘e and beaten as well as 
shot euIiolg the arrarrioati°n 
fi-acas. He named the hotel co- 
eefendtot.°o grounds its man-’ 
agement was negligent in fail­
ing to provdde for the safety of 
patrons.



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

■ SWAN'S YOUNGER
BROTHER WRITES ; -| 
KENNEDY LETTER, .;

MunhiSidfen^l, younger brother 
ofSirhan Bishara Sirhan, released a 
letter Wednesday addressed to Sen. 
Edward ,M. Kennedy. -The letter 
read- in part: • j

. "Dear Sen. Kennedy: ' ■ ; i
How can words, tell you what we 

feel? Your letter was good and full of 
the compassion our Lord tried so 
desperately to teach us. '

"The terrible circumstances that 
created this tragedy must be exa­
mined by the conscience of thie 
world." ' ■■ .

Sirhan continued the letter byi 
drawing comparisons between his:' 
brother and Sen. Kennedy's.

Before closing the letter with a, 
Bible quotation, he wrote:. . , ’

"This is a terrible double tragedy 
for your family and for mine. Our 
family grieves as much for Sen. 
Keoocdy as for Sirhan. Both had 
dreams of a better worid. What a 
c™eLparadox. I want t.he world to 
.ask, as we do: why?" "—

(Iodlct1ie page, name of 
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Cell 33, San Quentin
.SANQUENTI N (UPI) 

—The “Sirhan Area” is ready 
on San Quentin Prison’s death 
row for the killer of .Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. ' j

The address: Cell 33, South 
Side, Condemedd Unit 1.

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, if he

-Direclly past the door is the 
Sirhan exercise area—a 10-by- 
15-foot slab of pavement which 
is the “front yard” of Cell 33..

Locked and vacant cells flank 
either side of 33. They will 
remain that way. Lik:r other 
prisoners on death row Sii-han 
will have a television set to

is treated as other convicted watch through the bars of his
California men for whom deathcell. Sound is through a 
in the gas chamber is decreed,.headset, which cari also be
will eventually come here to plugged into a two-station outlet 
await his fates. jfor rador at the rear of the cell.

■ ... . J- The Sirhan cell is like all the
Li e on death row is one,of !rest_4^ feet wide, 7 feet high 

strrl. bars and mesh, clangimg - - ’ g
doors, buzzer signals, locks, 
guar-ds and,guns. It is a place 
where the clock and the calen­
dar are the rnrmlss. ■

“Sirhan will be granted no 
special privilrget,” said Asso­
ciate . Warden Jim Park as ’ a 

• massive bolt shot back and he 
i shoved against a ' steel mesh 
door. ■

The door opened on a bare I 
•• no-man’s-land” in front of 
:hne tocked and vacant cells, 
doubtos of each of the cubicles 
farther down which caged the 
25 condenrndd men of the south 
tidr tirI•.

and 11 feet deep. Appointments 
are a toilet, wash basin, two 
steel shelves, a tiny table, a 
flat-spring cot with a hard tick 
mattress and a pair of wvooIm, 
blankets;. Light is from a large,' 
bare overhead bulb which can 
be''operated tn the cell. '

Like the other death row;

any inmate, even tin... mamUne: 
prison trusties,who feed death 
row,, be-permilted to get close 
to Sirhan. He will be fed by a 
guard. ■ i

The idea, he said, is the same 
as in L.os Angrlet where Sirhan 
has been held since the shooting 
-to keep the prisoner segregat­
ed from men who might want; 
t.o get into the history books as 
the killer of ■ an important 
assasstn. ' ■

“I’m sure ssmeone would like 
to kill him,” said Capt.. Don 
Weber.

Since 1938, after hangjigf was 
stoppdd . in Calfforma, 194 
persons, .irlcluding four women,' 
have been ga-srtid in the split- 
second ritual prescribed by law.

The qurttisr of the. const.itu- 
tionalrty of thie death penalty is 
nsw!__prrding before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.; —-^^

inmates; Sirhan would be let; 
out of his cell into his exerc’se

I area for 3^ h u o r s a day
1 starting at 10:30 a.m. '

“He’ll be able to talk, to the! 
other men,” said Park. J

Another thing Sir-han would; 
be able to do outside his cell is

’ , sii a patch of blue sky through 
; ouVhe Jordain1a couple of window's above the 
an Arab would ■ take after bars_ . , e.

■ heck^ng. in past the mam gate! - 
. o-' the squat yellow fortress 15!

It was the route the Jsrdian-

, _ » .• * *^ I I .11 t >.p

Bitt never, Park added, will

(IrdCaale page, name of 
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j iour strides over the bare 
> pavement, and another meshed 
jdoor blockrd the way. Another 
I oolt shot open, and the door1 
was opened.

Thm was the probable future^ 

home, and universe, of the; 
s1-^ .man who rased a pistol 
June 5, 19bS, tn a kitehen area’ 
of ‘ietAmbassador Hotel in Los! 
Angetos.
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i Sirhan Transferred I 
to San Quentin in ; 
Secret Night Flight:

Sirloin Bishara Sirhan, condemned . 
assassin of Robert F. Kennedy, was 
whisked to San Quentin Prison's 
Death Row early Friday in a secret 3 
a.m. flight from Los Angeles.

The tiny Palestinian. Arab was 1 
taken from his heavily guarded cell 
on the 13th floor of the Hall of 
Justice, where he had been confined 
since last summer, and flown by a 
Sheriff's Department helicopter to 
Van Nuys. _

There a twoengme state plane’" 
' flew Sirhan and his armed escort to i 
’ Hamilton Air F'orce Base, nine miles 
\from the prison. s
'l Twenty minutes after the plane 
touched down at 5:30 a.m., Sirhan 
was locked into Cell 33 —a 412 by 
11-foot cubic! flanked on either sidle 
by locked. empty ceUs.

Without Iniielnt
Sheriff Peter J. Pitehsss. who 

announced the transfer only after 
Sirhan was locked in his Death Row 
cell. said the trip went off without 
incident.

Pitchess said state prison authori- 
ttes had requested the super-secret 
early-monung tranffet.

•' The plane was met by a six-car 
, security convoy from San Quentin.
i Capt. Don Weber, chief of security, 

said Sirhan "appeared alert and
I interested and asked a good many 
I questions about the institution dur­

ing title car trip."
Sirhan joined 77 other San Quen­

tin inmates sentenced to death.
The cell where he will await 

execution—or t;he outcome of the 
automatic appeal before the Califor- . 
nia Supreme Couut—is no-different 
from the cells of other condemedd 
men, except for the empty cells on 
either side. • '

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Sirhan. Bishajoi Sirhan, doomed slayer of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, was transferred amid tight secrecy at 3 a.m. today 
from Los Angeles to San Quentin^ Death Row. .

SliertSf’s department officials said Sirhan was taken by 
sheriffs helicopter from his cell in the Hall of Justice and 
flown to Van Nuys Airport. .

Sirhan was placed aboard a stale airplane at the request of 
California State Prison Authoritiss and delivered to authorities 
at San Quentin at 5:30 a.m. ■

Sheriff Peter J. Prttcliess said "Ue early morning depar­
ture was at the request of state authorities.” ,

Judge Herbert V. Walker Wedneedyy ordered Sirhan sent 
to the prison “within 10 days’ after he upheld a jury's April 23 
vordiet-and formally sentenedd. Sirhan t.o dedih. *---------v
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'Just One of 3639 Men

or
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan today

^--Sirhan has a private_exercise 
/ area, and can converse with

was “fitting into routine” at his 
new home in Cell 33 of Death 
Row, according to San Quentin 
Warden Louis Nelson.

Nelson assumed responsibility, 
of the doomed murderer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy at 5:310 a.m. 
yesterday after Sirhan was se­
cretly flown to San .Quentin 
from his heavily guarded cell in 
the Los Angeles Hall of Justice.

Capt. Don Weber, in charge of j 
Sirhan’s' security at San Quen-' 
tin, ushered him into the 117- 
year-old prison.

Weber said Sirhan chattered, 
commented that the buildmgs 

1 were old, and aksed, “Where' 
am I going to live?” ,

He was shown to the isolated 
cubicle. j

Warden Nelson said Sirhan;
was given a physical e.xaimna-: 
tion yesterday and was inter-;
viewed by clinical personnel.

other Death Row Imades only 
across a 15-f°ot-wlde no-man’s 
land.

His meals will be served to 
him by guards ratter than tte 
trusties who serve other prison­
ers. . ' ’ . j

Sirhan, 25, is not the youngest 
of the 77 awaiting death. Also 
on Death Row is Thomas E. 
Braun, 19, of Ritzville, Wash., 
sentenedd for killing a youth 

, and killnaping a girl_durhig an 
1 aihntasrTubbery tour-. • 
; Shirhan, now Prisoner B21014, 
was sentenedd to death Wednes­
day by Los Angles Superior 
Court Judge Herbert V. Walk:ei'. 
Earlier a jury had convicted 
Sirhan of first degree murder 
and ordered nim to die, follow­
ing a H-week trial. .

Prosecution and care' of 'Sir­
han since the June 5 slaying of 
Kennedy in the Ambassador Ho-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-5 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, Callf.

“There was nothing notewof 
thy about it,” the warden said.' 
“He is just one of 3639 men 
here.”

Sirhan is one of 77 men awa.it- 
ing death at San Quentin.

tel cost .Los Angeles County 
i about $1 million. "-------—’

One of t.he young Arab’s 
doomed neighbors told a guard 
yesterday, “He’s one of us now, 
He won’t be bothered.”

Warden Nelson, however,, is 
cautious. “There is some under­
lying concern for the fellow,” he 
said. “Many here would want to 
be known as the assassm of the 

, assassm. ’

“We have to protect him until 
tharitime when the law says we 
must, take his lifr.” "
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Shden Bishara Sirhiarr, cunenmnne near^ Sirhan.1 Prison officiais have 
assassin of Robnr't F. Kennedy, was said there are undoubtedly men in 
w^S'd? to • Sa\Quentn iP^ison's the prison, particularly condemned 
Death Row early Friday in a snctnit 3 men who feel they have nothing to 
a.m. flight from Los Angeles. lose, who might want, to be remem-

The tiny P^^taman Arab was bered' as the killer of Kennedy's 
taken from his heavily guarded cell ’ '
on the-13th floor of the Hah -of

assassin.' . -
Associaee Warden James Park said

Justice, where he had been confined other’ Dnath Row inmates, however, *
since last June 5* and flown by a 
Sheriffs' Department helicopter to 
Van Nuys.

There a two-engihe state plane 
flew Sirhan and his armed escort to 
Hamilton Air Force Base, nine miles 
from the prison.

paid no particular attention to
Sirhan" when he arrived. "They like 
to think they’ve got a lot of class and 
don't get excited about this sort of 
thing," Park said. . ' - •

Sirhan was formally sentenedd to 
death by Superior Judge Herbert'V. 
Walker on Wednesday. At that time,

.Tww'Sty mtillritesr after th' plane Judge Walker urelert•e that- Sirhan 
.^^'v down at i5’3.? c.m^Strha^bn-daknn to San Quentin within 10 
wasJocked into Cell 33—a,416 by 11- daws." ■ '
foot cubic' flanked on either sieln a :
by locked* empty cells. . ' ' 

Thie plane was met by a six-car 
security convoy from San Quentin. 
Capt. Don Weber* chief of security, 
said Srimn "appeared alert and 
interested and asked a good many 
questions about the institution dur­
ing the car trip." ’

• Sirhan joined 77 other San Quen­
tin inmates senfeneed to death. 1 

The cell where he will await 
execution—or the outcome of the 
automatic appeal before the Califor­
nia Supreme Ciurr—is no different 
from the cells of other condemndd 
men* except for the empty cells on 
either side. ' ■

No uthnr prisoners, including even 
prisson. trusties whio serve the meads 
to Death' Row’, will be pntmtttn^

’(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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। NTo possible avenue of ipfamaatonn, 
he said, was considered unworthy of 
investigate. Every allegation of a
possible conspiracy was investigated 
in depth and will continue to be as 
they arise in the future, Younger 

' added. ,
He noted that the information 

presented during the trial by both 
the prosecution and dcfenee did no 
exceed 2% of the combined work 
product of the police and FBI 
investigatooss. •

So that any doubting members; of

(Ioiliaale page, name of 
newspaper, cHy and state.)

Concliis'ion Disclosre by 
Younger After Intense 
Inquiry by Authorities ;

BY RON EINSTOSS 
f Times Staff Writer

1 There is no credible evidence to 
support a conspiracy theory in the 
assassinai.inn of Sen. Robert F. 
Janntdy, Dist. Atty. EveUe J. 
Younger said ’Wednesday.

He also labeled as "absurd" de-
(mse chai-gss that his office reneged 
on an agreement not to seek Ute 
death penalty for Sirhan B. Sirhan 
and he described- as "over-kill"

the public can satisfy themselves 
with the finding that Sirhan acted 
atone. A full disclosure of the results 
of the investigatoon will be made 
available "now that thie constitutoon- 
al rights of (Sirhan)" cannot be 
jeopardized by publicity, Younger 
said.

Dupi^cate copies of all documenta­
ry and photograplnc evidence will 

. be availablo hi the county clerk's 
crinrinal division located in the Hall 
of JusUce, he revealed.' ,

Police Chief Roger Murdock, ac­
cording to Younger, also has agreed, 
that "the interest of the public in

1-3 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Cai.,

deeenee psychiatric testimony dur­
ing the trial.

Law enforcement lgtncies, in­
cluding the Los Angeles police, FBI 
and his office, reached the conclu­
sion that there was no conspiracy on 
the bass of more than 4,000 inter- 
vIcws of possible w'tnnssess to any of 
the events uhdeh might have had 
some bearing on the slaying, Youn­
ger explained.

Younger made the statement at 
the first formal press conference he 
has held on the matter since shortly 
after Sen. Kennedy wvas shot June J 
by Sirhan. He said he could not 
comment on the case until now 
because of a court-imposed "gag" 
order.

law cliforccmen)" can best be served 
by a full disclosure of all aspecss of 
the invesiigation conducted by a 
special task force of poUd detec­
tives.

Plea Barganung Expaiined
The Los Angeles Police Depart­

ment, he said, has "literally tons of 
information" in its fifes, all of winch 
will be availabte for public r'eview 
"to the fullest extent that security 
precautions and admintsrlative re­
sources will permit."

Commenting on the prosecutum of 
Sirhan, Younger said, "It proved that 
our system of jusdee works."

The prosecution was wiling t,o 
enter into so-caHed plea-bargaining 
oegotlations early in the case, 
Younger explained, because at that 
.time "it was my opinion and that of 
highly competent mm on my staff" 

i that the jury wouW not render a 
■ erath verdicr.

Date::
EdiUon:
Author:
Editor:
Titer

5/2<V69
Home
Rrn Eiottolt
Nick B. Wiliams
Fons sat

Charader:
or

Classiii^oOor:
Subnitiigg Office

56-156
:Los Angelesi

Posslbiltty Studied Immcdiatey’
Sirhan was snntenced to death a 

week ago today by Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker.

Younger said the possibility that. 
Sirhan was "a member of a conspira­
cy whose objectives were, not satis­
fied by the elimination of one 
political leader"' became a concern 
innnedaltety follow-mg the shooting 
of Sm. Kennedy. ' —"'

Ths;, he said, was based primarily 
on the finamgs of the prosecuton 
psychiatrist.

They did not at the time have the 
complete reports of dcninse psychia- 
ttstt and had no way of knowing 

■ then that deeenee psvchia'inc test--
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nwrfnch he saM> 
cluded 'Jar-reaching and 
absurd propositus - 
would turn out tobe as 
disastrous as it was, he 
tail.

Younger said the jury 
arrived at the proper ver­
dict and he committed his 
office to doing all it could 
to sustain the death penal­
ty in the case.It was not unusual for 
the prosecution to c°ntact 
the Kcnnedo family re­
garding the, handing of 
the. case, Younger said, 
because his deputies often 
consult with lnteeested 
parties, particularly the 
famines of vccitimr, to de­
termine how they wtil 
react to propoeed deposi­
tions.

He said he believed it is 
. a good polccy to alow 

members of a victim's 
family to express then; 

■ ofinion on the outcome of 
any case in which they 
have an intoeest.

Asked if he thought 
Sirhan would ever be exe­
cuted, Younger ref>leld, 
"You know tine track re­
cord on that as well as I 
do" •

He said, however, that 
he did not anticipato tlmt 
the appellate courts wouM 
find any deficiency in 
cither the trial or the 
conviction of Sirhan.

In answer to a question 
regardmg toe role of for­
mer Coroner Thomas No- 

■ guchi in the case, Younger 
said he is satished that the 

_ autopsy on Sen. Kennedy 
was conducted in a proper 
manner.

The probeems and pres­
sures incident to the suc-' 
Cctsful prosecution of Sir- 
han in many respects were 
without paraHe! in the 
history’ of American juris- 
pmem according to 
Younger. e 
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Retamed
By Sirhan, 
BelliSays '
San Francisco attorney Mel- 

ivin Belli said he has been re­
tained by Sir-han Bishara Sa- 
|han, although the convicted as­
sassin of Sen. Robert Kennedy 
has ssgned a paper st;atnig he 
wants no lawyer other than his 
original two attorneys.

Belli said yestertay he would 
seek a court oi-der permitting: 
him to see Sirhan. . j

He said the Sirhan family, 
asked him to assist attorneys. 
Grant B. Cooper and Russell E. 
Parsons in appealing. Sirhan’s 
death sentence. This was son- 
firmed by Sirhan’s brother Mur 
nir, 22. • • -' -

Belli tried Sunday to visit the 
2p-year -old Jordanaan immi­
grant on Death Row, he said, 
but San Quentin officials turned 
him aavay. They ■said.Sirllail. did 
not want to see him. j

“That’s a lie," said Belli,' 
who defended Jack Ruby in the 
slaying of Lee Harvley Oswald, 
—assassin of President John F.: 
Kennedy. ' |

Paisons said that to his, 
know ledge Belli is not involved 
iin the case, and he doubts’ Sir­
han has requested his help.

“I was at San Quentin last 
Saturday and he never men­
tioned Belli,” Parsons said.. ,

Bel Li said Sirhan has request­
ed his visit in a letter to him.

Shortly before his sentencing;, 
Sirhan wrote he preferred t;o 
keep his two lawyers and “no- 
other.” I

Coo per has already filed an 
a?Pcal of. the conviction wi.th 
th^Sate'Supreme Court;. j

CC.- •
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irnan: I Wanted
j Sirhan B. Sirhmi, condemned Sir-han said, though? ^t. heL.“Thiy are the -writ’ngs ^of a 
‘kiiiir of San. Robert F. Kennt-Thought the word should know maniac,” Sirhan said. *
dy, wishes his victim could have of the 20 years of suffering and Asked what he would writs in 
lived to become President of ths injusicae undergone by tha Pal-tha notabooks if Kennedy ware

(lodccale page, name of 
newspaper city and s’ati.)

United States but justifies the 
assassinatioo became it 
brought attention to the Arab 
plight.-

Io tin only interview with a 
newsman since the assassina­
tion nearly a year ago, the 25- 
year-old Arab. immigrant em­
phasized that he actad aeooe 
whan ha killed Kennedy.

The intervtew, filmed shortly 
bslors Sirhan' was taken t.o San 
Quentin prisons Rerih Row, 
will be shown tonight on Ure 
National Broadcasting Com- 
panys; “Fii-st Tuesday” telev-- 

. sion program. .
Of his victim, Sii-han said, “I

estioia Arnos and ’ha’ tie as- still alive, Sirhan replied, 
sassination had br,o)ugnlt this at-?<To me,-sir, ha's still alive- 
tantion. - ’. . . I don’t beliava that he’s

_”I_ think whatever, littte at-!dead, sir. I mean I have no rs- 
tention it has brought, sir, is, nizatlon still that I had kilted

A-7 Heraed-Examinir
Tos Angelis. Calif.

, thought he was a prrnce, sir . . . 
I thought he was an heir 
appai'lint to President Kannady, 
and I wish the hell that he could 
have made it.”

■ Sirhan insisted that despite
jottmgs in his notebooks that hie 
would kill the senator-, he did 
not plan to actually do it.
“I don’t have the guts -to do 

anything like that,” he said.
He said he went to a Kennedy 

appearance at tire Ambassador 
Hotel two days before the 
assassination, not to plot Wie 
slaying, but merely to see the 
senator.

“I know this sounds unbeliev­
able but I went there just to 
see Sen. Kennedy,” Sii-han said.

“I feel hated and I feel 
despised or something but I-I 
honestly, sir, don’t understand 
why,” Siihan said. “I know that 
I—I’m infamous. I’m hated. I 
understand the reason for being 
hated but I really have, no 
appreciation myse]!, sir, fo-— 
for being so.” ♦ —-. ।

worth i’ — my life aod regretta- him, that hs’s io his grave and 
bly ’hat of Mr. KennedyiS‘” Su-an ’hat. I don’t bslisve it, sir., 
han ’.old NBC intervtewrr Jack to me, hs’s oot.”
Psrk’ns wh° “’d^tt^ But later, when pi-essad, Sir- 
temew m Sntans jai1 csll hsrsthan admttted he knew Kennedy 
shortly betere hl was trans-WaS dead and was asked,, 

“You""know ’.hat yotT-klirad 
him?”
“Yes, sir,” Sii-han replied.
“Do you wish he ware alive 

again?”
“Vii-y much so, sir,” Sir- 

han replied. “Every morning 
whin I git up, sir, I say I wish 
tha’ sbn-o--algnn ware alive, 
’han I wouldn’t have to be here 
oow.”

Sirhan said he did not believe 
he was mentally ill to the 
extent ’;hat pfychialric tastimoo- 
ny a’ his trial indicated.

“I’m not mentally ill, but I’m 
not perfect el’hir” he said.

. Sirhan said he was very

. ferredto San Quentin.

■ The interview was the only 
one with Sirhan since he was

; taken into custody early June 5, 
, 1968, after the New York sena­
tor was shot down in a pantry 
of the Ambassador Hotel.

Sirhan said he loved Kennedy 
because “he was the hope of 
all the poor people of ths coun-
try.”

Asked 
himself 
replied:

“Yes,

whether he considered 
a poor person, Sirlmii

sir, I
rich, otherwise

do. I’m not
I wouldn’t be

here on this program.
Sirhan said, however-, that he

became enraged after Ksonsdy botnsr■sd wnsn, Mmetime after 
advocated aiding Israel in its ^e ^ay’J. hen I1^015*! ’hat 

' - - - Kanosdy had 10 children (an
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conflict with the Arab world.
The young Arab said he lelt 

more ol an alien in the United 
States alter the Arab-ssaaeli 
war “because everybody in

11th was born six months after 
the senator died.)

Sirhan said he rsmsmbesed 
little about the assassination 

. , , . - , ...itself, insisting that he recalled
America oved aJ™^rTandJnalnOthong after getting a cup of 
teiaehs won, sir. Bd a coIIii for a pretty girl until he 

1os11' aOd I did ’o’ e i was choked and pummeted by
b1’ ■ Kennedy supporters after thia

Io his sometimes contradCc^•sn<)<)ting. **
ory replies, Sirhan smd he did «To ms my whole life 
not remember wr-iting m nli stopped on June 5 ... fi-om June 
notebooks, ‘MIy . detm-m’na- 5 of ’6g On is unreal to ma, sir,” 
lion, to kin RFK fa., becomioghe said. “I still don’t bsliavs 
more and more an obsessten. ,what hats happsoed.” ------- -—’
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| girhan stated emphat^caally he 
waTThTonly one responsible 

I for the assassination:
' “I’m the only one that is 
responsible for what happened 
to Robert Kennedy,” he said.

Sirhan was"asked if he could 
make three wishes what they 
would be.

“The first wish, I wish that 
Sen. Kennedy was still alive. I 
wish that every day I’ve been 
here. The second one, that 
there should be peace in the! 
MidcUe East.” ■

He gave no third wish.
Srhan said he thought his 

family felt more sorrow for 
Kennedy than they did for him..

“I think that they’re more 
sorry for President Kennedy— 
for Sen. Kennedy than they are 
for me, to tell you "the truth”
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Wounds Have Healed but
. Tragic Event Leaves 
Lasting Imprint on Five

' BY DAVE SMITH 
Times Staff Writer ’

. William Weisel has a scar a foot 
Tong across his stomach. Everytime 

he takes his clothes off, the scar 
remnnds him of the stranger who _ 
inflicted’ it.

For Paul Schrade, labor union 
' leader and a prime mover in the 
New Democratic Coalition, the re­
minders aren't physical ones. To-a 

I man urgently committed t.o social . 
I and political action, the months of . 
convaeescnnce are irretrievably 
gone, and all he needs is a clock to 
remind him of what must be dome, 

i and how little time there is, and how 
! much time he loss—and inevitably, 
of the man who cost him that time.'

All five are thinking of the same 
man who, one year ago today, 
changed not only t,heir lives but the 
lives of many, many more, in one

(Indicaie page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, CaUf.

Sonmtin^ when Elizabeth ! wK^^^ on June 5, 

brushes her hair she forgete, amithe 1968> Sirhan Bistlara Sirhan shot 
bristees saw roughly across the Z- these five. He also fatally wounded! 
shaped scar at her hairline. The pain' Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, moments 
is fierce but brirf ' ; after. Kennedy claimed victory in

' Sometimes she pushes back her' f^m^ P^m^ 
bangs and stares at is in her mirror, tast■ for the Prcsldcnsy•
That way, the Z looks like an S, and ' Change by Death Unknown
then she thinks of tile man who put 
it there.

Ira Goldstein has .recurring pains 
in his left leg, and it goes numb if he 
walks far. Dancing is out;, of sourte, 
and even the drive to work causes it 
to stiffen, so he limps a few min- 
ues after getting out of his car. As 
he limps along, he thinks of the man 
who did this to him.

Irwin Stroll has a bum left leg, too. It freezes up on him sometimes 
when he's walking and hie has t.o 
stamp tit to restore feeling and 
movement. Once he nearly fell 
downstairs when it went numb. ’
' Knows When It's Going to Rabi

"I can tell you now ’when it's going 
to rain," he offers sheerfully. And 
whenever a rain is brewing^-he 
thinks’about the man who turned’ 
hiis leg into a barometer. '

Probably: it will never be known 
precisely to 'what degree American 
lffe was affected! by Robertt Kenne­
dy's murder.

But for the five who were wound­
ed with him that night in a crowded! 
pantry of the Ambassador, lffe will 
never be quite the same agam— 
perhaps physicatly, perhaps socially, 
or politiscny, or emotionaUy. Small 
shanges, perhaps, and not necessari­
ly for the worse.

None of their injuries had serious, 
long-lasting effects beyond the escrs 
of buieess. But beneath the ssare 
ccsh has thought long, serious 
thoughSs about how close they came 
to death last June, and what they 
want to do with their second 
chance.. „ _

Weisel, 31, Republican and 'singee,
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r. ■ Uhe-aAlways ’ liked ' to he——"But with people I'd be |
where the action it..,

Her past experience as a 
■ yolunbeer campaign work- 
^er had'taught her how to 
C:get close to the center of 
f activity, so after Kennedy 
' claimed victory that night, 
‘ "I got close to him and just 

' '.-. hung in there,to watch"— 
k right into the. pantry.
- ■"At first I didn't even 
, realize I'd been shot," she 
k.recaPs. "I remember being 

annoyed.at. some woman 
i who kept shriekmg and
- thrieklng and hadn't even ■ 
been hit, and I remember 

(■ losing one shoe in the 
scramble. Blood was run- 

i- ning into my eyes and I 
j could- hardly see, but. I , 
ji k®pt grabbing for the shoe 
o on the floor and everytime I - 
' Id get close, tomvone 

" woiiklkick.it away again."
At the hospital later, 

bleeding heavily but not 
scriolltlyhurt, she 

‘ brushed • atidv medc c al 
’ treatment for a whiHe, 
‘ telling the °r•dclliVts pert-, „ _ . , - , always wind up defending
ly: "Never mind me, I'm : his right to a fair trail, g.• all right. Just look after
the senator’.1'

----- Her invoivement has 
■ caused no particular shift 
in her politlcat thinking, 
she explains, "becauee I've 
always been active in De­
mocratic politics anyway."

Argumenss Started
But socially, she says, 

"it's been sort of a pain in ' 
the neck, really. Not 
among my friends,. be­
cause when they heard Id 

■ been invoked they just 
figured that was Eiizabeth 

i for you and they know me 
. yell enough not to keep 
bringing it up all the time.

meeting for the first time, .
someone might inrroduce 
me as the woman who got 
shot and then .Id find 
myself in ■ tern M e ar­
guments with these stran­
gers. You know, they’d say 
things like, 'Why go 
through this long, drawn- 
out trial, everyone knows 
he's guilty/ or that Sirhan 
should be executed right 
away.- ■ • '

"Sometimes Id try to 
hold my tongue for a 
whHe, but I can take just 
so much of that point of 
view and I'd have-to sound 

• off. I'd explain that every­
body is entiteed to a full, 
fair trial, and I have never 
believed in a death penal­
ty. So I'd wind up defend.- 
iPgjirhian and getting 
into some really hair-rais­
ing arguments.

. "The thing is, I hate 
what Sirhan did, but I 
don't hate him, and I
when strangers expect me 
to do just the opposite."

Emotional Reaction
The most serious effect 

of the shootiing on Miss;. 
Eivans was an emotional 
one, which acceeeaaeed a 
decision that began to take 
shape after her near-fatal 
accident in. 1964.

' Thien, and more intense­
ly after last June 5, she 
began to feel that her life, 
twice reprieved, had been 
going nowhere. She felt 
that if she could make the 
rest of her own hfe hap- 

_pier and more productive, 
another person's could be, 

. too. . ....'.. ,,cr

•By mutual dccittp_n,Jhe' 
Evanses are beingH- 
vorced. ' r

For Ira Goldstein, 20, an 
etcctronics company em­
ploye of Encmo, the kill­
ing of Kennedy has left 
him ditiilusOnndd with the 
American . political pro-'

, cess, alttl()ugh he thinks 
the diti^uiOnmmnnt may­
be only temporayy.. .i

"It changed my thinkhig* | 
about politite." he says. ! 
today, "from good to bad. 
f I was ever considering 
running for office t:o help 
pcopte, now I probably 
wouldn^. I think there are 
enough sick people walk- 
iing around to ruj,n it for 
uieotner.s. They can com­
pletely destroy your vT

। forts for anything good. -
I "Right now I donk seem
: to care anymore:. Its pro­

bably something that will 
pass but I'm sort of dis­
gusted with the whoee 
thing now."

I But for Irwin Stroll, 18, 
of Los Angeees, its had an 

: opposite effect.. Sirrii, an 
art student at Valley Juni-

I or Coieege and a Kennedy 
i voluneeer worke,, says to­

day, "I was kind of out of 
it after the assassination. 
People asked me to work 
later , for Humphrey and 
Cranti.on and.Bradeey, and 
I was for t.hiemi, in my own 
mind, but I just couldn't - 
bring myself to go back to 
work." • ■ ■

But now he's back in 
harness, he says, working 
fertile L°s Angeees Coun­

. ty Democratic Central 
Committee and helpmg set 
up the first annual Kenne-. 
dy Commemorative Din- 

^vfe "A Night in Cameloty
Stroll says that in”the_



. a news director- forABC ."I'm always inrrodueed ’
teicviswn i- WarhingOon, , now C the. person shiot^ 
was just doing his iob in w^h Kennedy espeaiatty 
-- J’ - i among news peope"'

k ' Weisel says. "It's a strange
_ 5 when he ,was shot feeling. I have -eonr been
that cramped pantry last

■ in the stomach, a split
- second after Kennedy fell .
torthle fl.oor- . ।

The bullet plowed ; 
■ ai’ound through the fatty : 
tsssue of his left side and i 

' 1odgee,-eal his spine,.;

in the public eye before, 
Im used to being behind 
the news. But socially, it's 
kind of impooved things. 
People who wouldn't even

Je didn't recognize it as, 
a new companion until 
five months later. "It was 1 
the election weekend in . 
November" he recalls. "I , 
do ABC's 'Issues and An­
swers' program, and I--
went to Atlanta to get 
Gov. George Wallace on 
the show. There was a big 
crowd and it kind of ; 
bothered me. And that Iglance my way before now. . ___ ___ ___

g...____  __  spl-e,.. rpeaIr, and all of a sudden night, I tried to keep away
.without hihhmg any vita, j ^m/ery popular? ; from Wcllcen-not get too

” ~ , Weisel also fmds hinsseff , cosse. But at one point, the
poplar with legions of crowd just opened up and a letter writer's—omme old he was walking toward me 

! high school and allege ~I friends, even' a long lost' | 1•llctiol i- Germany, but 
mostly people who see

■ organs. But Wessel's pro­
fuse bleeding caused one 
medical aide to remark, 
after a.quick glance, "I 
don't think this one's go­
ing to make it."
’ Weisel, frighenned at the 

■ words, almost immobililed 
' by shock and unaware 

that his wound was reai-

; from Wallace-not get too

without any Secret Ser­
vice men around him. '

"In the middle of this
crowd, we were alone, and 
lie reached out for my 
hand and said, 'Hello, I'm '

reiiglous signfficanee in 
his narrow escape. ___ , ____ , ....
- A"I have a box full of George WaHace.' My heart 
etters" he says, "from, . just sank." ’ .

tet's _ say, strongly rel,- " To Eiizabehh Evans, the
lively slight, told a co- | tehtesS"" he says, "irom, . just sank." .

' ' ‘ ’ tet's -say, strongly rel,- ' To Eiizabehh Evans, the
giously lnclined people ■ ^dp wound she ruf:flred 

j who explained why I was , test June 5 was her rneond 
! saved while Kennedy died. , brush with death rincn an 
1 ^have no pcltieulcr reli- ; ■auto ccclelnt nearly kitted 

gious lncl-aatl-rs, mysnff,.'tll in 1964. • . • . .
1 but to a large nu.mtier of

worker in a frlghtened 
whssper, . "Dave, I think 

• Pm going to die." ,
’ But he eien't—reoov- 
ered quickly in fact.. And 
something was different.

"The arrarsinatl-n gave 
me a new outlook,” Weisel 
says. "At first I thought I 
was dying. Since then, I 
have had a different out-
look 
enjoy 
very 
ways,

on life—iive now, 
now, sort of. I was 
lucky in a lot of 
and I've tried t.o

people, it's the center of 
their lffe. A lot of the 
letters are personal, some of thiem quite nice. When
you're sitting home alone 
quietly, it can sort of ’

hang onto a lucky ouffook 
on lffe. Maybe the thmgs 
Im doing now are the 
result of some fate I was 
unaware of." ■ ■,

to you."
Fear DiviIops

And something else 
to Weesel that night 

. was shot: fear.

get

got 
he

Both events served not 
so much to change her as ' to make her more intense-’ 
ly herseff, she believes. ■

Mrs. Etons is blonde, 43, 
pretty in a Vera Ellen sort of way, and will become a 

j grandmother this summer 
I Last summer she was an 
! activSsg, outspoken Mc­
Carthy Democrat, who

—went to the Ambassador^ 
o.-:_nlne11o-)JugttJ'be^ .

Aided Socially
Weisel doesn't liiall 

seeing S11•hcn that night, 
but his chance invovve- 
ment in the tiny Palerlini- 
an Arab's moment of glory 
gave an ironic lift to his 

. ow-n rocicl stc-eing, 
, Weisel’finds.. . ’-—“■—"



last year "I've become_ 
more aware of the prob-" 
lems the senator was 
trying to explain. I'm wak-

' ing up to the fact that you 
. have t.o change the world 
because no one else is

. going to do it;. He's gone, 
but we have to carry on 
what he was trying to do, 
which is what I'm going to 
do for the rest of my life." 
"' "Being close to the sena-’ 
tor' and knowing him so 
well makes me want t;o 
fulfill his dreams of help­

' ing people." , •
In some ways it was 

Paul Schrade who lost the 
most in the shooting last 
year. Hie was the most 
seriously injured, suffer­
ing a depressed skull frac­
ture and a lacerated vein._ 

' Hs rec°yery took nearly 
six months., ' ’

But for Schrade, 44, 
'western regional director 
of the United Auto Work­
ers, the worst injury was 
personal. Alone of the five, 
he was a close personal 
friend of Kennedy.
>■ "The worst thing about 
the assassination was los­
ing Bob," says Schrade. 
"The country was heading 
for disaster under Pres­
ident Johnson and we 
needed a sharp change."

But in losing Robert 
Kennedy, Schrade found 
others. "I've got to know 
Ted," he says. "I didn't

,before. My association 
with the family wasn't 
close, just with Bob, and 
I'd never met Ethel before 
that night. I've sddn her a 
couple times since, so that 
e■daliOnSttliP is develop­
ing." r

^.Something that'is deye- loping even more is 
SchradeS work in Demo­
crats politise. "The assas­
sination ineensffidd my 
commitment," he says, ad­
ding that much of his time 
now is devoted to the 
more radial liberal causes 
of the Democratic Coali­
tion. '

One of his chief concerns 
is support for the Unteed 
Farm Workers Organizing 
Committee of 'Cesar Chav­
ez, leader of steiking work­
ers in Cahoornia's. vine­
yards and Texas' Rio 

■ Grande VaUey.
' ■ Schrade says he hap felt 
no phys^a! effects of his 
injury for at least, six 

1 months,"^ut an emotional 
effect that Ungers is the 
concern peepee showed for 
him when he was recover­
ing.

. "People said firings dur­
ing that period that they 
wouldn't have said ear­
lier," he says, "and this 
strengthened me and 
made the recovery easier. 
And it made me much 
surer of my friends as well 
as myself"'

Although "if painful 
for me to go over and over 
it_again„" Schradd_adrmiJs3 
that his involvement "has 
made me better known 
around the whoee country 
as a result. In a way, it'S 
really eslablishtd me in 
the radical liberal group in 
the Democratic Party"'

Of the five, only Weisel 
approves the death penal­
ty that was meted out last
mrath to Sirhan, who is they played a tape made at 
now on Death Row in San the time of the shooting in 
Quentin awaiting the gas the pantry. Ed never 
chambdr•. heard it brfsrr, and it

. "I thought it was quite . stopped me cold. The big­
' fair," he says. "Tm one of gest cold chill I rvre had

-------- ■---------------- — went up my back ... I
• . was there, and it could

.uthe few people who aghes 
with capital pumshmeent, 
although I expect Califor-- 
nia to abolish it. But it's a 
symbol to all of us of cause ■ 
and effect;. If you do 
something like ths,, you 
should be ready for the 
pumshment." , ■

. For varying reason,, the 
I others disagree. All say 
they basically disapprove

I of the death penalty on 
i prineppee. For Goldslrin,, 
. lffe imprisonment would 
I be "a far better punSsh- 
; ment for him. Ele should ’ 
j have to think about what 
1 heS done."
i For Schrade, execution 
. of Sirhan woudd be "mhu- 
' man and • unntctssary," 
and a vioaation of the be-. 
lieSs of Sirhan's own vic­

. lim—dnndddy. -
Timee passes and the 

| headlines get smaller, ex­
cept for an occas:ioiaaI 
legal developmltne, or, like 

_ today, anamrivessary.
„ But often thsP^gh6u.t i 
the year,, each of the five 
pauses to think a moment;, 
and the ltrl:■sr and tumult 
of that night is freshly 
recalled in different ways.

One of the most chilling 
moments occurred to 

- Weisel. "I was in HonoluUu 
। th.tn;"' he recalls, "doing a 
program on the recovery 
of Apolk) 8 in the Pacifm. I ; 
was out on the beach one 
day in a dune buggy, just 
riding up and down and j 
enjoyngg myseff. It was • 
Jan. 1, and on the rado
thiey played a recap of the 
year'S biggest dVdnSe. 
Somewhere along the way

• have been t.tlr rndiJnssdad 
it was just the bdgmnmg,',
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Mumbo: Jumbo?

. Disagreement of Doctoss 
as to Value of Testimony 
May Change Application

■ ' BY' HARRY NELSON • . 
. Times Medical Writer

r^Obvfcusly, the critics—who gamed 
TBsh ammunition from the testimo­
ny of psychartriis wi01fesses in the- 
recent trial of Sirhan B. Sirhtn-tafe 
in disagreement with the- bulk of 
American peychiatietss and psycho- 
logiste who., testify in criminal cases. 

• According to Dr. Herbert E. 
Thomases psychiatrist who is on 
both the medical' and law school 
faculti! at the University of P^tis-

’ burgh, more psychaitiSsis should be 
willing'to testify in court;.

(Iodicafe page, name of 
newspapei, city and etttf.)

f "I briieve oim role is a pedagogical 
role in the courtroom. We can bring 
information no one; else has access 
to. If this is done on the basis of 

• careful clinical study, the peychitl- 
trist can .provlde the'- courts with 
eomethi,Olg valuahfe," he said in1 an 

i interview .at the repent meeting of

Sec-A Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles

, • , • k I •■v+wj. »*v*:v -uu wav reveuv meeting

''Psychiatric . testimony in ■ the ■ the AmeHtani Psychiatric Assn. ,
courtroom! is mostly mumbo jumbo.
It doesn't correspond to real life. 
And besides, its been shown over 
and over that juries don't take it 
seriously ” '

The man who holds that view is 
Dr. Karl Menninger,., one of. the 
natoooe8 best-known peychmti•isis. 
And he isnot alone in his criticism, 
of the. role of the psychiatrist in the 
courtowm, .
'; Dr. Jay Ziskini a psychologst at 
Cal State Los Angeles who also is an 
attorney, says an tatehgent. layman 
can judge the mentalcompetence.of 
a deffodao.t to stand trial as well as 
ib expert. ' . 
' "Everybody? thinks there, is a 
ecifotific body of knowfedge' that 
can be used ffifctiveiy to make this 
determinatonn. But the ;ecifotific, 
litfrtturo says they don't know 
what’they pretend t.o know.. We are 
dealing with' an established myth.. 
The .S'cifotifCG literature says this 
help is not avtilabfe. It is; an 
illusion to believe it‘is availahfe."

. Others Join Criti'cism
' Joinnng in the criticism of the role 

of' psychiatric ■teetmoiny• are the 
jresdW criminal judge in Los 
Angles and the chief deputy dis­
trict afloiw- They agree, however, 
with a prominent defense© attorney 
that the .rote of such testimony will 
expand tn the future. _ti.-’^-—■■>

- Thinks Trend Paying Off
'Dr. Thomas said the present'trend 

in American UriiVerstties to retain 
Oeychiatrites in legal work is paying

' /Lawyers and judges* he said, ares 
responding to the efforts by univeri 
sitles to bring together the fields of 
psychiatry, and law so that therm 
better, .understand one another's 
problems and serve 'the courts 
better. L •
-Nearly everyone agree that the 
professional image- of psychiatiy 
;and .psychology was. tarnished by 
- the events of t;h.f Sirhan trial. , . . 
V CEtto of psychiatry, especially 
critics of the .FreudaMr and psychoa- 
Otlytic school, take delight in recall­
ing - the performances of expert 
wttnessee who. sought to analyze 
Sirhari'S behavior, .

itradie
ctacle of th 
ig one- anot.be

.expert* 
to sup-
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