. #
o

- @

[;T gruous to the laymén
lf«hould prove to the world,
ksay the critics, that psy-
chxatmsts don't keow what, |

' they are talking about.

1 In the opinion of Dr.
. Thomas and, . two .other
"authorities Ton legal psy-
ch1at1y the: chief error- of
, the psych1atr1sts 1n the

' ‘Slrhan trialwas that ‘they
*lost their obJectlvﬂ:y

"There Is no question

‘about the .competency. of

"those men (the psychiatric

;expert ,witnesses)," said

Dr Oscar XK. Diamond

ldlrector .of Manhattan'|

State Hospital and clinical
professor of psychiatry at

i

‘ Mt. Sinai Medical College. |

"But a man's life was at

stake and under pressure

,iof examination and cross-

| examination, many .things |,

iwere said of implied
lWthh led to elaborations,
'con]ectures and prognosti-
Lcatlons which ordinarily |\

ithese men would not have

Jentered."
. Dr. Gene L. Usdin, a
‘Louisiana State Universi-
'ty psychiatrist and chair-
sman of the psychiatry
consultant's .committee of
"the Amerjcan. Bar Foun-
' dation, believes the notor-
_iety of the case caused the
' experts to over-react.

. "They were flattered to
’be asked to ‘testify in this
. case. They liked the exper-
‘ience," he said.

Another psychiatrist who
is critical of the role his
professmn is asked to play, r
in" courtrooms’ is Dr.:Sey- |
mour Halleck of the Unj-
| versity or Wiscon:

iport 1he011es which seem

-1eF 1b1 for. the- 1mage ‘
 psychiatry “becaifse th"al
‘p1e§enr gystem deinands
;that psychiatrists answer | ¢
Ithe questioni whether a‘
"' person was regponsible foi .

“his behavior &t some point ;]

in the past when the crime
was committed," Dr. Hal-
leck said.

Says Questions Wrong |
"Instead of being asked.
to, make such a judgment i
the psychiatrist should be '
asked to describe the man,
to tell why he committed -
the act and to state how he
should be treated—these .
are sensible things to ex-
 pect of a psychlatmst But
ingtead 'he is asked a
stupld _question, so he

glves a stupid answer."
Tr. " Halleck and Dr.
Menninger are perhaps
the most outspoken critics
of the present system.
The typical criminal
case in which a psychia-
trist is asked to testify
involves.a defendant who
is pleading not guilty by
Tedson of insanity.
California law, like that
of nearly every jurisdic-
tion, states that a person
cannot be tried, judged or
punished whlle he is in-|
sane. The law gives to the

“wSirhan - {rial, wag |,

e’ legal] 1‘@gedent fol‘
an In; les 56t i

En larid in 3. 1 a cage |
involving Daniel M'Naght-
en who: shot and kﬂledy the
‘secrenary of Sit¥ Robert
Peel, the prime- ministe

phmkmg that the semet;}i

Fy was Sir ROGerT:

F M'Naghten, who had d;F
Tusions™that he wis being
hounded by enemies, in-
cluding Sir Robert, was
Found not gu11ty on
| ground of- insanity. The
legal criteria for establish-
ing inganity camz to be
known as the M\Iachten
Rule.

" Drs. Menninger and
Halleck and some judges

. who have been trying to

reconcile law with psychi-
atrie knowledge say the
M Naghten Rule is absurd.
i "It requires an incalcu-
]able degree of presump-
{ tion to say whether anoth-
o pedndivédual 'knows' right
from_wreng, egﬁﬁ
when few of us coulg truly”’
say (except in utter naiv-
ete or ignorangey what our.
own degree of expertise ig
‘in this "distinction,"
Menninger wrote in his’
‘book . "The Crime of Pu- |
nishment."

- "1 opposé courtroom ap-
pearances because I consi-
,der guilt, competence and

psychiatrist the job of [responsibility to be moral
deciding whether a parti- questions, not medical
cular individual is insane lones" Dr. Menninger
in the legal meanlng of the wrote,
Word ' 1 "The judge and the jury
Several Meanmgs
In the Tegal context, Presentatives in this area.
insanity has several mean- It is for them to make the
ings. One is that a person judgment and apply the
was unable to distinguish’ Sanctions- deemed appro-
right from wrong at the lpuate" not us. psychla-
time he committed the act (riSts.
,+—in other words, he was | Dr. Menninger said psy-

{inot responsible for his chiatrists could properly

erime. Another legal eXamine an offender and
meaning carries with it gubmit a report of their
the implication that the findings to assist a.judge
insane defendant would be Or jury to come to some

unable to comprehend the conclusions about th e
proceedings of a trial an%l Than s competence, :
unahle to cooperate with

g counsel, - J
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.no psychiatrigt
to acee

TBut,
TIoULd,_presume. et
“the regbonsibility of ‘decid-
ing’ ‘g highly téchnical
legal question baseéd on
i these findings," he con
jnued.
| "He can say that a mai
is-deluded or distracted o
hallucinated, but whether
or not his state of mind is
compatible with legal
'competence' is something |
about which a psychiatrist
has only common know-
ledge and not scientific |
knowledge." . ,
| Dr. Halleck, once Dr.
%‘Menni‘nger's student, says
[there are three reasons

+

|

‘why psychiatrists are wijl- I'

.ing to testify in court.
[ ‘

H Reasons Stated

T
-

udge William
among the- judges”
ohject to the attitude of
some psychiatrists that
they can impose their own
views on a court system
which spells.out ¥ery
clearly what.the lpsychia}—
lirist's role should be. . §
_A Question of Law ‘LJ
"Whethef we want theny
or mot, they ate in tHe
courts by statute. The law
makes it mandatory that
we. appoint one or more
psychiatrists in the event
(of a plea of not guilty by
reason of inganity," Judge
‘Keene said. C
"We need the psychia-
 trist's opinion, but it must
; be given under the court's
i terms. Perhaps we in law

| They are compassion, -a
liking for the attention
rand the. belief that they

-are protecting the image |

of psychiatry. '

Contrary to what many
«people think, money does-
n't have much to do with
it, Dr. Halleck said. With

few exceptions, psychia-

«trists can make more mo- |

ney out of court than in.

Dr. Halleck doubts that
psychiatrists ever will he
able to agree on a work-
able definition of terms
such as psychosis or men-
| tal illness.

He pointed out the great
| diffictly of hanging a
} diagnostic label on an
Vindividual whose emotion-
| al state is changing under
the influences of the
!

knowledge he has commit-
ted a erime, his confine-
ment and his trial,

He believes this chang-
ing emotional state is the
principal reason why psy-
chiatrists who examine a
defendant seldom agree.
Like the story of the blind
.man and the elephant,
[ each sees a different part

'haven't caught up with
+the medical definition of
| insanity - and maybe we
-gheould: But in the interim
we have to work 'within
1 the definition in the legal
| profession, which is lopg_

“standing.”

Many psychiatrists, he|

. said, do not bother to find
out what the court wants

from a psychiatrist. They Thig

do not attempt to learn the
varying legal definitions
of insanity or to learn the
particular legal context

within which any one of'

the legal- defiriitions ‘is
sed, L Mem———
‘Instedd, The judge said,
they want to igject their
owti views and‘refuse to
accept as valid ‘the legal
definitions of insanity.
' Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
Lynn D. Compton, head of
Ithe prosecution team in

|

i

the Sirhan trial, agrees
with Judge Keene that

,Some psychiatrists fight |.“ch

I'the Jaw with their testi
1y.

of the whole-and each may
\ P& TGt o ey |

mo--do things that “way. But

(

l{that are wrong..

¢ M'Naghtén Rule Tie]
, draws the linﬁ&%

society wants it to be. It
should he: a relatively
simple matter for psychia-
trists to decide whether a
particular defendant is
above the line—responsib-
| le for his crime and there-
' fore to be dispatched to
“ prison-—or below it, mean-
! ing he is not responsible
| and therefore tn be placed
nﬁin a mental facility, Com}?Hr
\Jton said. g
ﬂ\'l "But they are not coEEf
ient just to say I examined
this man and found he has
a certain -diagnosable ill-
ness. They are unable to
8dy thisg man has sueh and
suchh a disease and _the
symptoms are so and so
and define precisely the
perimeters of this injury.

"Instead," Compton de-
clared, "they fight the
social. policy of where the |.
law has pegged the re-
spongibility. They fight
the law with their testimo-
n

t
|

1

"The great majority of
'psychiatrists are opposed
to capital punishment. |
causes them to say fo;
ithemselves, "This man!
- shouldn't be executed! and,
{they proceed to' diagnose'
| the case in such a way that
the diagnosis will support!
{ their views on capital,
punishment, o

"I have the feeling that,,
given.a defendant who has,
eommitted dn ungocial act,.
‘a psychiatrist will start,
with  the premise that!
‘there is a psychiatric rea-|
son for tle bekavior and |
will then Taok for thing

"The "average Tomnpsy
IairlSt doctor: wouldn'té

start . with

the bias that there - is
something wrong.

-
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Seeg Praciice Growing

Angeles defense attorney
with a notable record of
keeping defendants out of
'Death Row, says that the
‘use of psychiatrists will
become more prevalent in

murder trials because of !

the recent introduction in-
- to the legal system of the
theory of diminished capa-
city,
Diminished capacity was
explained in a 1964 Cali-
fornia Supreme Court de-
cision in the case of the
People vs. Wolff. In a low-
er court the 15-year-old
Wolff, who had killed his
* mother with an ax handle,
"was .examined by three
- psychiatrists and found to
be insane. The jury ig-
' nored the testimony of the
psychiatrists and it dpe-
nelared Wolff sane and r#-
,I'Fponsible for his act. *

In the subsequent coury
'#‘rial, without a jury, Woldf'
was found 'guilty of first-|

degree murder, -
" The Supreme Court de-

cision upheld the jury's’

has sprung t
concept that there exist
'varying degrees of di-
minshed mental capacity
“which negate in varying
degrees the defendant's
+ malicious intent to kill,

Alcohol and drugs are
TXamples of things that can
1 jnfluence mental capacity,
i Varying degrees of orgam{:
typrain damage or. mental re
'tardation are others, 7

All three of the legal
representatives inter
viewed — Judge Keene,
Compton and Rosen—said
that the concept of dimi-
nished capacity will in-
volve an- increasing
amount of psychiatric tes.
timony in "the courts to
.determine the degree of
- diminished capacity.

. One of the dangers of the).

iurrent criticisms of PSy+

Fom this decision and to psychiatry or ‘g‘;;é'%'g lo-
&y ol rather toa ParHee

Joseph M. Rosen, a Los | Others

VeRiatry 17 the cougtroom!|”

fat a high point now bei
cause of the Sirlian trial, is
that it may affect psychia-
try outside the courtroom,

This could be cause for

right to ignore the psychi—l concern because hundreds |

alric testimony but re-
‘duced the judge's finding
'to second-degree murder.

of thousands of persons
are receiving some sort of

I psychiatric care or psycho-

logical counseling.
If all

The reduced sentence | ‘
had the effect of giving; I the inings that
weight to the psychiatric €ritics say are true, some
finding that Wolff was so' would argue that these’
mentally i1l that he did not ' patients might be as well
‘have the mental capacity | off without it. But that
[to reflect the enormity of 'argument implies that
this crime. At the same |nothing should be done to,
time it recognized that he |help the sick of mind. The
had sufficient mental ca—l-alternatlve—domg some-
‘pacity 1o know the nature' f

thing—automatically falls
tand consequences of his into the scope of psychi-

I by . '
act . and therefore wag try and the bahavioral.

| : Seinces. —

~ . Critics often object not

lar theory .of causation or
mode of treatment Byt
the theories and the treat-
ments which they suggest
as alternatives invariably
are as vulnerable to at-
tack.

Obviously psychiatrists,
lawyers and judges need
to get together to work out
solutigns which benefit
society by using the best '
that each has to offer. ‘

If people on trial and
society can benefit from -
psychiatric testimony —
and it seems reasonable to |
assume that the right kind
of testimony and treat-,
ment can be useful—~there
should be a clearer under- '
standing -of what,

psychia-
P bttt o 0
try can and cannot do.
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Belli

BY NOEL GREENWOQOD -
and LINDA MATHEWS
Times Staff Wrncrs

I
Attomcy Melvin Belli met w1thc
- the family of Sirhan B. Sirhan here!
Saturday and then said he probabl\/"

will handle the appeal of Sirhan's’
conviction for the assassination of

‘Sen. Robert ¥, Kennedy..

‘He said he would meet w1th

Sirhan early thisweek. - t ‘

The announcement set-off bpecu-l
Jation that Belli was abott to takei
Sirhan, sen-'asked him to entel the

over the defense of
tenced to die in the gas chamber.
"T think the death penalty® Is

r‘

- N

I”" ’

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) .

"I, told himr (Sirhan)

when he hired nie hat I

A E‘w“’) ywou]d
5} 1 go to the. Suplcme
EE h@‘ E Ca%ﬂﬁ Court of the United States.

Discuss His Appeal

if necessary, and he shoe!*
hands with me and said,
That’s what T want."

i Grant B. Cooper, Siu-
1an's clnef defense coun-

gel, said he knew nothing

ase. -
| - Belli said Sirhan's moth-
jer and two brothers first

three weeks ago when he

lwas in Los Angeles for a

‘trlal £
Two- Hour Meetmg '“

during a court recess, they

case he said.
Saturday morning, Slr—

completely uncalled for," said Belli, than's mother and brother,
who defended Jack Ruby in his trial xAdel met with Belli in the

for the mirder of Lee Halvey
Oswald, assassin of President- Jehn

T Kennedv Ruby received a.death
_sentence but was awaiting -retrial

when he died of cancer in January
;96 PV ey
Although Belh sald }lo_‘
interest in Sirhan was |
limited to writing an ap-.
peal brief, an associzte '
indicated Belli's role could
develop into ‘much more
‘than that. ,

"There's no question the -
family would like him to
do that-(write an appeal
brief)," said Sydney Ir-
mas, a Beverly. Hills attor-
hey associated with Belli.

"Then, the question is
whether he's going to go
any further. And I think
nobody but SlI’hdn can
decide that."

Russell E, Parsons one.
of Sirhan's three defense-
lawyers, informed of Bel-
li's comments, said he.was

“| in_the. case "until the '
bitter end. e

lawyels Los Angeles
'apartment..-Adel then

iapproached him:about

'about Belli entexmv thev

In a two-hour meetm‘g”

agreed to arrange for the -

meetmg this week be-
tween Sirhan and Belli.-

. _Belli-said his main inter-

est was in writing the

appeal should the motionv

for a new trial for Sirhan
be denied. That motion,
.submitted last  month by

Cooper, is scheduled for

.argument May 21 before
. Superjor Judge Herbert V.
Talker. e
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Deportation
For Sirhan’s
;‘3’%”116"4?

Board of Immigration Appeals‘
has taken under advisement a
move to deport Munir Bishara
Sirhan, 2l-year-old brother of
the convicted murderer of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy. §

The U.S. Immigration Servicej
had delayed action on the pend-
g deportation order until yes-
terday to avoid any possible in-
fluence on the Los Angeles jury
that convicted Sirhan "Bishara
Sirhan of murder on April 19, a
government spokesman said.

Munir, native of Palestine.and
a citizen of Jordan, has been un-

der deportation proceedings;y

since he was convicted of pos-
session and transfer of mari-
juana Oct. 13, 1966.

Robert A. Vielhaber, counsel
for the U.S. Immigration Serv-
jce, asked the board yesterday
to uphold the original deporta-
tion order made on grounds of
Munir’s felony conviction.

Munir was sentenced by a Los
Angeles Superior Court to one
year in jail and five years on
probation. His attorney, howev-
er, later,persuaded the court to
vacate the sentence and trans-
fer it to a juvenile court. Munir
was 19 when the incident oc-
cured.

Vielhaber argued yesterday
the new trial was sought only to
avoid deportation. He also said
the court order fransmitting the
case fo juvenile court was con-
trary to California law. .

Appeals Board Chairman
Maurice A. Roberts said yester-
day that David Marcus, Munir’s
attorney, would be asked to sub-

miTE wrtten brief. ===
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i Sharlf Bishara Slrhan 37,
brother of the condemned slayer
'of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, has
‘been acquited of disturbing the
Ipeace charges.’ .
_He pleadéd’ “dlminished men-
fal .capacity” yesterday, the
sime. defense used by Sirhan
«Bxshara Slrhan—now -on  San
Quentms death row.

' A:nin-woman, three-man Mi-

three hours before finding Sir-
han innocent of creating a dis-
{{urbanece -at the 1ntenswe care
unit of St, Lukes Hosp1ta1
March 28, ‘T

. ‘Another brother, Saldallah 36,
was being treated there after
bemg in an automobile: accident.
! id he had

~ SIRHAN BRO‘!’HER FREED
- IN HOSPITAL ROW TRIAL

tionally upset over his brother s
trial; then in progress.’. . \.

He testified he had Been tinder
a doctor’s care "and- had. been

‘|taking. pills-and 1n]ect10ns at the

time of-the incident. - s
Sharif’s . attorney, George E
Shibley, said. his client; could not
be held respongible, fc _
tions because of his “dimini
mental eapacity.” za===.—.==.~)

nicipal Court jury deliberatedyf
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lmy asked California Gov. Reagan to
gymmute the death sentence of the
acmvicted killer of Sen. Robert F.

gennedy. In a letter Goldberg said

hwsg could "presume"r_tn_mak

the request because the diary of
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the accused
killer, listed Goldberg for assassina-

tion as well. Goldberg told Reagan |

that "the evolving standards of
decency that mark the’ progress of
our society now condemn as barba-
ric and inhuman the deljberate

Iu:xﬁ,ﬂl.l_n_f,mahzed taking. of human|
ife-by the state,” " ——
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Sirhan Bishara Sirham,
convicted assassin of Sen.
Robert ¥. Xennedy, has
retained three new law-
yers to handle his request
for a new trial and appeals
to higher courts, it was
announced Wednesday,

George E. Shibley, a

ia press conference at the
“ Amabassador that he
would be joined by Luke
McKissack, a Hollywood
cattorney, and Abdeen Ja-
bara of Detroit, Mich,, in
assuming "principal re-
~ponsibility” for Sirhan's
appeals,

Grant B, Cooper and
Russell Parsons, who
Alonz with Emile Zola
Herman defended Sirhan
in gne of the nation's most

relobrated trials, willh

erve in the capacity of
“enunsel” to the three new
alinrneys,
Family Request
Shibley  sald he was
7 &ed to enter the case by

T.ong Beach attorney, told!

3)

Qe

(Mount Clipping in Space Belo‘w)

Trio to Handle Doomed Assassin’s Reques
for New Trial, Appeals to Higher Courts

BY ROBERT RAWITCH
Times Sta_lf_ Writer

Toth Shibley and Jaﬁrg}
are of Lebanese ancestry

although both were born®

in the United States.

Shibley and Sirhan's 21-
year-old brother, Munir,
visited Sirhan Saturday in
his Death Row cell in San
;Quentin to obtain his con-
ifirmation in the change of
rattorneys.

"He appeared to have
made up his mind as to the
direction he wdnted the
case to follow," "Shibley
said.

Greater Emphasis

Shibley explained that
greater emphasis will be
given in appeal actions to
the problems of Palestini-
an immigrants and the
effect it had on Sirhan's
"diminished capacity" to
consciously premeditate
and commit murder.

During the 15-week trial
the defense was criticized
by some members of the
Sirhan family and pro-

centrating more on the
effects the Mideast crisis

**» Sirhan {amily becausel
“rhan felt *he should
ive on the defense team
wiizrreys with a  back-
sr=ind in Palestinian af.
Yy -

— =

had en Sirhan,

: o
Jabara, who was here |

during part of the trial
and has been active in pro-
Arab causes, is expected to

prepare the major part of

Sirhan Retains 3 New boirersiggs:

said.
Judge Herbert Walker

‘Lawyei‘g éﬂ Life Féghi‘ I"eI'I'OIleOLISI}’ denied" de-

fense attempts to bring in
'Palestinian experts to tes-
t tify on background which
would show why Sirhan
suffered from diminishea
capacity, he added.

While Cooper and Par-
-sons will handle select
sections of the appeals
brief, McKissack, a 31-
year-old criminal law at-
torney, will be the man

directing future court

battles.

Other Grounds

McKissack told. news-
men that among other
grounds for appeal would
be the constitutionality of
capital punishment, issues
regarding jury _selection
and composition of the
County Grand Jury,

Also critical to the ap-
peal he said would be the
question -of the pretrial
arrangement or "deal"
made by the district attor-
ney's office and the de-
fense that if Sirhan were
to plead quilty to second-
degree murder he would
receive no worse than life
imprisonment.

Judge Walker refused to
accept the arrangement
and McKissack said, "It is
a real issue whether or

ot 3 trial judge has t
Arab groups for not con” not g trial judge has that

authority under the Taw.™

cC

(=4
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1
[}
H

.~ US. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,

. haw's prinecipal. attortieys.

+ .. of the appeal filing and hearing.

Sirhan Adds |

2 4norneys
For Appeal

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan of Pas-
% -adena,' convicted assassin of
; has employed two new attor-
y heys to head up his appeal from
i’ a death sentence, v
! Replacing Grant E. Cooper
t; and Russell E, Parsons, *Sir-

* throughout the lengthy- murde;
i, trial ‘which endedin - Sirhgsfs:
", conviction, aré Geor e Sh

and Luke i PR s
;. Shibley, w maintains an off-
¢ dce at Wilmington,' ‘and Mec-
Kissack, a Hollywood. attorney,
will not bear the entire burden.

Cooper said Wednesday he
-+ and Parsons would assist them
& on the appeal in the capacity
> “‘of counsel.”
i Sirhan was sentenced . to. the
8as chamber by Superior Judge.-.
Herbert Vv, Walker and current-
.. ly is-on death row at San Quen-
" tin Prison, G

TNy S
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'Kennedy Fined
4 Times Before

CHARLOTTESVILLE,
Va (P—Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy was convicted on
traffic charges on four
separdte occasions in 'the
late 1950s,

marle .County Court 'dis-
closed that Kennedy,
while a law student at the
University * of Virginia,
was convicted of speeding
65 mph. in a 55 mph.
zone in Mareh, 1957, and
fined $15.

In June, 1958, he was
convicted of reckless driv-
ing and fined $35. On a
separate conviction that
same month for speeding
~—also 65 ina 55 zone—he
was fined $15, A charge of
operating a.vehicle with~
out a license was suspend-
ed. Kennedy was convict-
ed in December, 1959, of
failing ta stop for a traffic

Records. of the Albe- '

llght and fined $10, =
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"~ TROY, N.Y. (#—From
I across the country, for-
" mer campaign workers
for the late Sen. Robert
) Kennedy gathered
‘here " Friday night to
form a natlonWlde com~
" mittee to keep Sen. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy from
res1tgrung his Senate . I-7 Los Angeles Times
seat. - s
The chairman of the Los Angeles, Calif
group, Mrs. Nina Wiley
of Ballston Spa, N.Y,,
‘said‘the campaign Work- )
ers were- called into
action earlier this week
in anticipation of Ken-
nedy's statement over
nat1onw1de television
ight, e
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Massachusetts Thrown
in Uproar by Kennedy’ s
‘Dilemma on Acc:dent

-

l
sv Assocxaleﬂ Press.

Maseachubetts was thrown mto al
Uuproar Fmday night over Sen. Ed
‘'ward M. Kennedy's emotlon-charge(
statement on his auto actident 1as1
 weekend. Kennedy, 37, sald he was,
contemplatm Yesigning.

The . switchboards . of v1rtua11y
every newspaper and radio and
television station in the state were
jamimed and Western Union report-
ed it was doing a land office
business relaylng telegrams to the
‘Senator. - .

From barrooms to church soc1als
from ecrowded -amusement parks to
quiét res1dentlal areas, the talk was)|
"Kennedy . Kennedy Kenne-
dy i .
At the senators Boston off1ce a
spokesman said .. three 1ncom1ng
telephone lines were. flooded. - - z

"We got about 100-calls in half an
hour and would have had more but
people couldn't get through.” the
spokesman said. "I'd say-about 99%:
werg favorahle.”. : .

“Reaction -to the senator‘ state-

ment ramged from "brutelly frank"

te M don'f| elieve it."
'Every oi!y Has an, Opinion'-

"averybedy seems to have an|
opinion,”  one newspaper editor Jn

Boston said. "And, they're calling " us! your advice and opinion."”

to tell us about it.* N

One newspaper——the Springfield|
?mona—sald it would publish hallots
!%m_;na.ng;‘ ning for an impromptu
election, 4 ""L#”&*

r3

{to think this thing

An editor at the Boston Globe gaids

ATl hell's breaking loose over,
here I've riever seen it like this. . .
" | they're calling by the millions."

It was 1mposs1b1e to judge accur-
ately which way sentiment. was
running:

The Globe said sentxment in favor
of Kennedy remaining in office was|
overwhelmmg, ‘bt at the Boston!
‘| Herald Traveler an:edjtoi said those

in favor' and those against him| -

{remaining were about even.

A spokesman at the" Western
Union ‘office 'in Boston said: "It
‘seeins dike rwe've - handled -about
95,000 calls since Kennedy was- on
television. Most ‘of the people send-
ing telegrams are-all for him.* -* -~ -

-A similar 51tuat10n was reported at|
the Western Unlon office in' Woree:
ter,'in the' central-part of the state

ent John Sennedy
md longtime friend of tHe
Kennedy famﬂy '

, "I think he ought to stay *
on " 0'Donnell said: "I'd be
veryrdlsappomted if he did
not.’ 1 ‘support” him. T
thought he? showed - to-
night the kmd of courage
his brothers showed."

Kennedy pleaded gull% '
i?rher in the day q

{artha s Vineyard to le
illg tne scene of the au‘[
atcident © which claimed
the life of a young woman.
He was given a two-month
suspended jail - sentence
and a yeat's probation,

"I would understand full
well why some might
think it right for me to
resign," the senator said in
his televised statement.

"I ask you tonight, the
people of Massachusetts,

through with me and . .in|..’
facing this decision I seek

Kennedy comes up for,|

n next year.
Ben. Bdward % ﬁrooﬁ
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(—R-Mass) declined com- ccgugetfs Hous;

=)

ment on. Kennedy's stafe- urging Kennedy to remam

ment,

So did Richard Cardinal
Cushing, Roman Catholic
archbishop of Boston and
longtime {friend of the
Kennedy family.

Rep. Hastlngs Keith R-;
Mass.) said: "I am glad
that the senator has
helped to clear the air of
the rumors. I hope that he
and, we can get back to the
business at hand."

The Speaker of the Mas-
sachusetts House;- David
Bartley (D-Holyoke),. sent

in office:

Big city reaction to the
statement was as d1V1ded
as that, in the state s»
smaller towns, '
| In Boston, for example,,
James J. Kenney, a bar-'
'tender, said he dlsagreed‘
with Kennedy, but hel
wouldn't elaborate.

But a waitress in the
same establishment, Ruth
Jarvis, said: "I thought he
wag terrific , . . It could

appen to anyone. I hoge

e dogsn't resign.
LiIn Acton, a small, ;

uent town about 30 mll
west of Boston, Fletcher

J'

Kennedy a telegram say-'W. Burger, a baking com-
ing: "I urge you to con-. pany executive, said he
tinue your work on behalf had  supported Kennedy;
of all of us. Our prayers ;prevmusly but would

are with you.”
Bartley also said he

gganned .to introduce a
Tesolution in th& iﬁmss?—

\"think very hard before
‘domg S0 again.

"If this had been my son
or your son, " Burger said,
"things could have .gone;
-differently.”

Kennedy received thei
.minimum sentence. allow—|
‘able under the law.- He:

ave . received, 'as/

m5 uch as two' yeaTs i Jail|
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fsuppoﬁof Mansfield

Majority Leader Votes ‘Fuli Confidence’
but Other Colleagues Are More Cautious |

WASHI\IGTON — Serm.
‘Edward M. Kennedy (D-
Mass.) won a prompt vote
of "full confidence" Friday
night from his Senate
leader, Mike Mansfield (D-
Mont,). '

"I want Sen, Kennedy to
return to the Senate and
agsume his duties as assis--
tant majority leader," said,
Mansfield, the Senate ma-
jority leader. "He hag my
full - confidence and sup-
port.”

‘A moye cautious reaction
' came from Sen. Edmund
'S, Muskie (D-Me.), the
' 1968 Democratie vice pres-
idential nominee and a
b pottmtm! presidential con-
tender in 1972.

Muskie told a presg con-
ference at Lovigville, Ky,
that the Kennedy telecast
showed *Kennedy the

Jm'am“ - Howaver, Muskie
- added that *obviously po-
i litieal questions remain to

f be answered."

' For the most part the

( vetdict of Kennedy's Sen-

‘ ite colleagues remained to
be vendared. Many could
 hiot <& veached for eom-

’ "ﬁ’t‘ omm wepe reluc-

udgmént

,Am@zig ﬁt,h‘bg@ Wlthh01d=
b irg ﬁmﬁ abinion was Sen-
qte miviority legder

BY JOHN H.,

Times Shfq Wiriter,

i

AVERILL 7
[
|

J Sen, George Axken (B,
t.); the dean of Senate
Republlcans and one of
Kennedy's fellow New.
Englanders, said he be-
]1eved Kennedy had been
amaged politically, par-:
g1cularhr his, plebldentla%

1 1ospects ' s
:J’ "They are not $0 good asﬂ
they were;"  Aiken reuidl
"There are always those
who will make the most of;
somebody's misfortune." !
But Aiken said Kennedy

should return to the Sen-
ate, “the sooner the better

| for hig sake.

"He'll soon find out
whether he can take it"
Aiken added. "The pres-
gure comes from within."

A high-ranking Senate,
Democratic aide said he

"felt the young Magsa-
! chugetts senater emerged

from his, ordeal "in .good
shape," addmd, "But T’
doubt that he is going to
concentlate on Massa—
chusstts."

Effed en Par ty

~ This appraisal reflected
the attitude of many Sen-
ate Demm:rata even before

bl Befmocranc Darws for=

3 <" next y@ars con:

Ifund-ralser and whether

"told the truth” and! Y

Kenn ¥y went on- national § )
{m f[‘hewe was aflation

Kennedy had been widely
Jregarded as the most ght—-
Jtering- personality in the
party and the man who
seould be most effective. in
{ralsmg funds for’ Democra-
itic candidates. He also was '

in demand as a campaign |

.speaker for candidates fac-"
\ing reelection nextyear.
But the accident raised !
‘doubt as to how, effective |
Kennedy ‘niight be as a

is magic as a crowg-|
4tt1 actm still remained.
| A Jiberal Demomatrc.

&enatoi‘ from the MldW%st

gaid candidates "who have

been counting on Ted to;

taise $1 million for them,

may have to settle for a lot
bb

Wlth the Democratxc,
majority  -in the Senate,
now down to 57—4.3, Kenrie-
dy's misfortune has been:

viewed as a blow to his
party's hopes of maintain-
m§ control of the Senate.'

Kennedy's troubles,
somme observers felt, cou1d|
‘have .a fallout effect on'
Pemocratic candida
ﬁt:'ho have been pgl_tlculal |
{lr close to the Kennedyy’
mily. These include Sexty
Joseph D. Tydings . (D-
Md.) and  Rep. John V.
Tunney (D-Calif.), '
Tydings, a pohtlcal inti-
mate of the late Sen.!
Robert F. Kennedy, is
lexpected to have a tough,

. reelection battlé next

vear. Tununey, who was. a
Harvard eclassmate of Ted
ennédy's; iy ekpected fo
eek the Democratlc iigm-

1
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Degpite dotbts  about
K%lﬁ?%futureﬁ%’e%
expressions of = support
from some of his close
Senate friends .

Sen. Fred Harris (D-|
Okla ), who also is Demo-!
leratic national chairman,!
said he was "confident.
jthat the people of Massa-
chusetts will overwhelm-
1ng1y support him." -
w"Ted, Kennedy has my
.unqualified support,” I-Iar-u
,Tig said.

. Sen. Ge eorge 5. McG

drn (D-SD) who made {n
~dnsuccessful attempt fhr
'the Democratic presidenji-
Ta‘?'l nomination ~last yearl

'after Robert. Kennedy's
‘death, said:

'] share Sen. Kenned
ope that he will have aé
J;mength to put this tr

dy behind him and / o,
continue the brxlhant‘
lcareer 1 ‘believe.- hlsto
ﬁas marked for him.’

j aq-t goes out to him.a
2 ill

5

‘“amily of the splendld
who was killed" * -
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‘Times §

tloned Fuday night on “nationwide.
television whether he -should res1gn
 his Senate'seat..

Kennedy coupled a fuller explana-
tion -of  his actions following an.
autorobile accident that drowned
his woman-passenger. with a- plea to

decide Whether to remaln 111 the
Senate.- "

Asking his constltuents for theu‘
advice and opinions on’ the. décision;
Kennedy, his v01ce stlalned w1th
emotion, added: -

"In makmcr it,'I seek. your pray-
ers.”

Kennedy, called his more thdn 9—
hour delay in reporting the accident

on Eage* 8 Pa»rt 1,

-3 { R Bl[ RONALo 3. os'mTw

-1 iving room of Joseph P
1house inside the family compound at

Massachusetts  citizeng to help -him seene.of an,ucmdent, and received 3

— |Richard M. Nixon solicited the
;Text of ‘Sen. Kennedys statement support that kept him -on the

and DON IRWI_NJ
wiiters e, J ‘
The “speech,. bxoadcabt from, the
Kennedy's

|

1Hyannis Port -was an extraordinaty:
dlsplay of self-doubt by -any politi-
cian, but particularly by a. leadmg
pre51dent1a1 prospect.

‘Tt ¢ame less than 12 hours after
Keénnedy pleaded guilty in Dukes|
County . District Court here to the
mmdemegnor crime of leaving the
two—month ‘suspended jail gentence

Pronouncing the sentence .which
automatlcally put Kennedy on one-
year.  probation, Judge ‘James J.
Boyle -said Kennedy 'has aheady
been . and . will ‘continue to ' be
purushed far beyond any.sentence
this ¢court could impose™ " '.: -

Kennedy's: speech, which could

famous “"Checkers Speech" in which

Republican ticket as the vice pres-
idential nominee in 1952, is believed

- ' _|to_have--beeh in preparatio
{ﬁﬁ%ekenﬁ to pohce "mdeffi] L‘é_ve‘ ral _ days. However,” it wasJ
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'lupa“rqo AL from a source Acloseﬁ%o T

theTamily that the final decision ¥o=sscis .

|go ahead with it was not reached |'*.6HUS8 — hye cousin, LIZ.
- Iy 1 and Paul

muntil Thursday night. . - ‘
In the speech, Kennedy filled in
'some, but not all, of the questions
1left by his explanation to Edgartown
‘police last Saturday of the. accident
land the hours that followed. ]
| He spoke warmfy of the victim,
‘Mary Jo 28, a  former
_sicretary and cdmpaign aide. to hig

, former US. at-
in Boston.

“They returned with him
to the scene of the wreck,
and joined in the rescue
ftempts. 1
| "Their strenuous etiorts

reéquested. the help of two; . _ Asks the Time

- Peachey said Re er_umeﬁ?E
asked him the time and
the hotel owner told him it
wag 2:25 am, Kennedy
returned to his room,
Peachey said, making no
reference to the accident.

Peachey said he waited
until after Kennedy's
statement to .speak out
because he was not certain

‘late brother, $€n. Robert F. Kenne-

dy, calling lfer a "gentlé, kind and.
idealistic" person. -

i Kennedy was dri
. Kopechne from a reunion on néarby’
-Chappaquiddick Island of workers in
" his brother's 1968 presidential cam-
“paign when his, 1967 Oldsmohjle
. plunged. off a narrow bridge into 8

feet of swiftly moving water.

Kennedy said there is "no truth—

no truth -whatéver—to the widely
circulated suspicions of immoral
conduct that have been leveled at
imy behavior and hers regarding
- "that eveéning.. There has never been
. a private relationship between us of
any kind." .. S )
"Only reasons-of health" prevented
his wife, Joan, from attending the

reunion, Kennedy said. ' o

Widespread Rumer Denied . '
The Massachusetts senator went
on to deny perhaps the 'most

‘widéspread rumor concerning the

accident: . g -

", "Nor was I driving under. the

influence of liguor,* he said, -

. After his car plunged into the

water, Kennedy said he thought "I
~'was for certain drowning.”

' He said he struggled to the surface
-land then made repeated efforts to
rescue Miss Kopechne, but these
efforts only increased his- ttter
exhaustion and alarm.

ving Miss.

t6 their own lives, als
proved fruitless," Kenne-
dy said. '
. Kennedy said he in-
Ftructed Gargan and
Markham "not to alarm
Mary Jo's {riends"—the

" bther five girls inside the

tottage: -Instead, they
firove to ‘the ferry but
found the ferry service
tad closed down for the
night. - - ,

. Kennedy said he
Mjumped into the water
and impulsively .gwam
pcrogs™ the 150-yard chan-
hel, "nearly drowning
once." '

.\ iPresumably, Gargan and
}V[’arkham stayed on shore. |

There was no explanation

for their apparent failure .

to summon police or other
hid. o
. Kennedy said he rte-
turned to his hotel, the
hiretown Inn, about 2
.m. and "collapsed in my
oom." He said he recalled
oing "outside his room
ater and saying some-
hing to the room clerk.
Russell Peachey, a co-

‘ lowner of the Shiretown,
Kennedy said he lay on the grass, said Friday mnight that

hdertaken at some riskg
0

presumably on the bank of the Kennedy had come down |
c_hannel, for "an undetermined ithe gtairs from his foom at |
- | time.® 12:25 a.m. and said he had

that the man was Kenne-
dy.
The following morning |
Kennedy said he returned
to Chappaquiddick Tsland
and attempted to éall
Burke Marshall on a pub-
ilic telephone near the-
ferry. Marghall, ‘an inti-
mate friend of the Kenne-
dys, was an assistant at-
torney general for civil
rights when Robert Ken?
.ged‘y was attorney gener-E

E ;
Jj' Kennedy, recalling tH
"serambled thoughts" 'that,
went through his mind
during the time immedi-
ately following the ac-
; cident, said he wondered
| "whether some awful
curse did actually hang”
over the Kennedys ... .
whether somehow the aw-
ful weight of this incredi-!
ble incident might in somel
way pass from my shoul-
ders." \ :

7 "This last week has bed
*,?an agonizing one for me
and the members of 111.5?
,family"” Kennedy said.
i "The grief we feel. . . will
remain with us the rest
of our fives."

]

Instead of summoning help from,
nearby, Kennedy said he walked the.

1.2 miles back to the cottage where!
\@ reunion was being held and]

been awakened by the:

noise, f%om the
Inn next door.

Colonial ’
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. These events ... in-|
'nf T . my admissid
of guilt this morning,"
Kennedy sald, "raise the
question in my mind of
.whether my standing
-among the people of my
state has been so impaired
that I should resign my
seat in the United States
Senate." '

Notlng that Massa-|¢
‘chusetts has been repre-
sented in the Senate by
such historic giants as
John Quincy Adams, Da-
niel Webster and his as-
sassinated- brother, John
. Kennedy, he said the
state's citizens are entitled
to representation by "men
who inspire their utmost
-confidence."

The only outsiders pre-!
sent -when Kennedy deliy-!
red. the speech ng‘re

dozenutelewsmn tech i~
, ans“ﬂl Tepore (ers

barred ﬁom -t,.‘j_;-'Kenne y‘
.compound Vi

' Present were the sen -
tor's wife, his sister, Je
.and her husband,

' Stephen,
i Smith, another sister] Pat| FPatl

and their th-

1 Law,

rer,/ Mrs. Rogse  Ke
!, nd "ofher. frie
feording’to a Kennedy aide.

blemished record",

,«s§==@——ﬂ%

Judge Boyle
morning cited' *

defendant”

tion, newsmen welé
by Dukes County Spe al
Prosecutor Walter, [,
Steele. Kennedy's’ proba—
tion officer will bé :Mrs.
Helen Tyra of Edgartown;
the largest village on the
resort island of Marthas
Vineyard, Steele said.

Steele said the gu1lty
.plea ended the case agfar
as he was concerned, Asin
all cases, he added, if thex;é.
i

information * "te
would take anotfier Took",
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Sirhan Brother
Wms Acqulttal in
Haspltal Ruckus

By J. ROBERT SMITH
Staff Writer .

A jury 6f nine women and three men in Pasade-
na Municipal Court Tuesday acquitted Sharif Bis-
hara Sirhan, 33, who was charged with creating a
dlstuzhance at St. Luke Hospital last- March
28.

, Sharif, the brother of convicted assassin Sithan ,
Blshara Sirhan, had gone to the hospital to see an- i
other brother, Saldallah 36, who had been taken '

}
1
|

Y S

e i

;there suffering from_injuries remeved in a traffic
" accident that day. )
' While in the intensive care room, Sharif was ar-
"rested by Pasadena Police Lt. R, E. Smith and - !
. charged with the crime. \
According to- testlmony, Sharn? was stopped on
; Arroyo Parkway early in the morning and isstied. a 1
citation by California Highway offlcers for speedmg‘
* on the Pasadena freeway. . . l
While the citation was being written Smlth joined ]
the group, and after learning that Sharif was on hlS |
. way to the hospital alse wound up there. |
Testimony revealed that he followed Sirhan into
. the intensive room area and after what the officer
" termed a disturbance, he arrested Sirhan.
Commenting ‘on the verdict, Long Beach attorney
George E. Shibley said, “I think Smith persecuted
my client. I don’t want to attack the Pasadena po-
lice department because they have been very kind
to the Sirhan family, however, I feel that there was
Some personal motive that Smith had.”
‘ Sharif had testified that Smith had said to hnn
“We are going to shoot 'you all,” while the CHP offi-
cers were writing the citation. Sharif also told the
 jury. that :Smith had pulled his gun on him, which
t‘hg__gfzfg:% denied. .
! Regarding the verdict, Judge Damel L. Fletcher :
fsa:li to the jury, ““I want the ]ury to know we appre-
- +ciate the time and effort spent in this case, and'I
l respect the verdict.” :
Assistant City Prosecutor Dave Press comrnent-
led “It’s difficult for me to see how the jury could
drrive at such a verdict unless they bought the de-
fense counsel’s argument on diminished mental
capac1ty ” :
'W%ad testlfled that he had no. memory of |
meatlng any dlsturbance at the hospltal J
Y

e e e
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Sihan Brofher
Arraigned on
Traffic Couni‘s'f

Exclusive fo The Tlmes from -
a Staff Writer

OCEANSIDE ~ Adel
Bishara Sirhan, elder
‘brother of the slayer of |
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,
was arraigned Thursday
in North San Diego County:.
i Municipal Court on misde-

meanor charges of drun- |.
ken driving, speeding,

 driving without a license
'and driving on the. wrong
side of the road.

Sirhan, 30, who lives at, |

896 E. Howard .St
Pasadena,. pleaded 1n—
nocent before Municipal
Judge Charles Roick and
asked to be represented:by
a public defender. A jury |
trial was scheduled for
Oct. 2.

Sirlian was arrested late |

Wednesday after police
said they observed -him
driving erratically in
downtown Oceanside. |
Upon his arrest police
said, Sirhan refused, to
make telephone calls and
objected. to being photo-
graphed. He ‘was released
on his own recognizance
i after Thursday's arraign--
| ment. .
l "His brother, Sirhan

. Bishara Sithan, is under a |

death wsentence for his

| first-degree murder con-
viction in the death of
pin 1968s=—""

~
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iSuTEZn S Brothe
gExplodes in Court

By J. ROBERT SMITH
Staff- erter .-

I
Memorles of the Sirhan Blshara Sirhan assassmatlon trial in

+ Los Angeles were still being recalled in a Pasadena gburtroom.
‘ Monday ‘as his 33-year-old brother, - Sharit Blshara Slr n, contin-
ued hlS verbal explosives.- . -
, Slrhan is charged with disturbing the’ peace at 8f. Luke Hospi-
+ tal last:March 28, dfter his brother Saidallah had been taken there
| suffermg‘from 1n]ur1es suffered i in & traffic acc1dent o

' Several times Municipal Court Judge Daniel L. Flétther ad-
4 monished Sirhan not to volunteer any mformatlori and to take the
I advice of his lawyer. ’ fl

¢ An irritated defense attorney, Georcre E. Shlbley whao many
times had chided Sirhan.about his actions asked Judge Fletcher,
| “May I swear at him in Arabic?”

Y- Sirhan became infutiated’ when he was bemg cross-exammed
| by assistant Dep. City Prosecutor Dave: Press . s

3 Like his convicted brother Sirhan, Sharif claims-that he cannot |
, remember -some of the incidents that-are alleged to* have taken
place at the hospital which led to his.arrest.

¢ ." He is basing his defense on diminished capaczty, the same as |

|hls brother’s. In that phase e testified that he had been-under a

I doctor’s care for-tension and nerves,since the assassination of Sen.

'Robert F. Kennedy, and the alleged shootmg at hls brother Sald
rallah- on the Pasadena Freeway

Sirhan testified that he was unable to remember havmg blown
up in colrt earlier in the day. He said, “I have often been told by i
.my mother that I have no memory of when I blow up.”

 His brother also claimed that he had no memory of having
: written in some notebooks. *~ - . |

f The jury trial resumed thls mormng in Dept 4, 321 E. Colo-
! rado Blvd.

{ Meanwhile, it was learned in Washington that the government’s
effort to deport Munir Bishara Sirhan, 21, who is attending his
| brother’s trial, was placed before the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals Monday.

The deportatlon case against Munir, a native-of Palestme, has
been under way. since his conviction of possession and transfer of,&k
marijuana, Oct. 13, 1966. _ :

The Appeals Board took the case under adv1sement

M

s
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L S’WAN BR\@THER

IN HOSPITA

‘Sharlf Bishara, Sirhan, 37,

L. ROW TR

tlonally upset over his. brother s

brother of the coridemned slayer|trial, then in progress.:

of "Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, has| He testified he had been ﬁrﬁier
been acquited of‘dlsturbmg the a doctor’s care and” had-heen

peace charges.
. He pleaded “diminished men-

tal capacity” yesterday, thel Sharif’s attorney, Gédi‘ge Ei
Shibley, said his chent could not

same. defense used by Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan—now “on San
Quentin’s death row.

A nin-woman, three-man Mu-
nicipal Court jury deliberated

three hours before finding Sir-|

han ‘innocent of creating a dis-
‘turbance* at the intensive-care

junit of §t. Luke’s; Hospital|

March. 28.
. Another brother, Saiflallah, %,
)was being treated there after

‘|taking pills and m]ectmns at the
time-of the incident. .

AL

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

,_/0
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HERALD
EXAMINE 12—

|being in an automobile accident.
) Sirhan said he had been emo-
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i ,‘ﬁ;e{‘j;frestﬁ
 Suit Filed by
Sharif Sirhan

A claim of an estimated
$100,000 for false arrest was”
filed Tuesday adgainst ‘a Pafei"-
dena police lieutenant andsthe
~ City of Pasadena by ,ﬁhgx_f{_B_
. Sirhan, brother of cofivicted
! “murderer Sirhan Bis/héra Sir-

han. R S

The claim was filed by Shar-
if's attorney, George E. Shibley, '
of Long Beach, who defended
him, and is reported to be a
new addition to the appeal staif
of attorneys ih the convicted

. murderer’s case. - |
- The claim was directed to
: the Pasadena Board of City
Directors, and R. E. Smith was
named as the arresting offi-
cer. The matter is expected to
! be on the agenda of the next | T
* board meeting. .
Sharif was acquitted two
weeks ago by a jury of a charge
of disturbing the peace at St. |
Luke Hospital, last March 28,
Sharif is -claiming special
damages estimated between
$1500 and $5,000, and general
damages in the sum of $100,000
for malicious assault and bat- -
tery, personal injuries, false ar-
rest and malicious prosecution.
He is seeking damages in-
. curred by posting of bail bond,
expenses for attorney’s fees,
medical and other treatment,
loss of earnings, and damages
to his reputation. . C
The claim is the result of,
Sharif being arrested by Smith
~in the intensive care ward of
“the hospital, where another
brother, ~Saidallah, had been
taken following a fraffic acci-.
cent. .
The case wag unsuccessfully
- prosecuted by assistant city
prosecutor Dave Press.

|
{
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Sen. Robért Fﬁ ’-Kennedy and be
sentericed to' death rathér than
admit he is a schlzophremc

¢ Sirhan’ wants everybody 10
consider  ‘hiin "’ +cool” and
rational assassin,” said’ .Dr.
Bernard L. Diamond, a psychi-
atric witness in the trial. “‘He
believes hlmself to be' a
fantastic martyr who by his
noble act of self-sacrifice
has served - his people, the
Arabs and become g great
hero.”

In “an, 1nterv1ew_ ;.,prmted in
Psychology ‘Today,” Diamond
said that - “Slrhan is, ready 1o
die in_ the gas chamber ' to

?'AS:rhan ‘Choice: Deafh
Instead af lma'mfy‘-’

“WASHINGTON (UPI) < A
0 :

amond 58, professor of law

|ofBetkeley * Univeérsity’s- School
of: Crimidology;.s4id ‘persons
laccused o ohbiisebious  erimes
frequently conceal mental iil-
ness: éven.-though .it would

constitute an -adequate : defense.

at. their--triaks; vo o
Diamond, who put- Sirhan
under hypnosis  during . his
pretriai exammatmns said the
defendant ‘as an- Arvab child in
the first Israeh war undérwent
bombing and- shelhng and that
his -conditioh ‘deteriorated after
he came to the- United States.
he became preéoccupied
w1th revolu 01
dreams ‘of ; g]oryw power and

bé&coming " the™'Savigr .of his
people,” the psgchlatmsf Said.

pr FOtect This heroic fantasy.”
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| This Week in
Kennedy Case

WILKES - BARRE, Pa.

(UPI) — Presiding Judge |

Bernard C. Brominski of
Luzerne County Court
will hand down a ruling
this week on a Massa-
chusetts request for an
autopsy on the body of
Mary Jo Kopechne, killed
in Sen. Edward. M. Kenne-
dy's car.

"I'm working on it right
now and I'll work through
the Labor Day weekend,"
the judge said Saturday. "I
expect I will announce my
decision next Tuesday or
Wednesday."

‘Judge Brominski sa1d
his decision would be on
whether he has the au:
thority or jurisdiction to
order exhumation and au-
topsy of the girl's body, as
requested by Dist. Atty.
Edmund Dinis of New
Bedford, Mass.

Asked to which court
Dinis might appeal if
Brominski held that he
lacked jurisdiction, he re-
plied:

!That's Mr. Dinis' prob-

lem:. I'm not being face- |

tious when I say 1 don't
know. My problem is a
ruling on the motion."
Dinis was preparing for
the start of an inquest
‘Wednesday at Edgartown,
Mass, into Miss
Kopechne's death.
Brominski's ruling will
come on a motion filed on
behalf of the girl's
parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Kopechne, of Berk-
eley Heights, N.J., who
asked the court to reject
the Dinis request, charg-
hg it failed to set forth

it facts to warrani\

} uling Slated {

ot
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o Wanted Jury Decising

“ion on his guilt or in-
“hocenee or  his  penalty
determined by a bunch of
msychiatrists, Dbut by a
Jury," he said last week in
“his sycamore tree-covered
Jpatio,

He was veferring, he
“aaid, to the fact that Dist.
riAtly. Livelle J. Younger
agreed to accept a defense
, .. voffer to plead guilly (in
] The judge who presided /. xchangelfov a life prison
wer one of the most 375 )7 hecause psychia-
significant trials in the .4 ice \who examined Sir-
nation's history officially ™

’ 1 ent Jhan sald he might -not
MSIREM sk izl ".,\ ", . . X .
retired over the weesend 2,0 g1ty understood the
from the Superior urt

“nature and consequences
bench. J . =of his heinous act thal
Herbert Vo Xalkgl. 0 1ot 14 months ago.
tf;jmd Lto ](ﬁs é?l%ﬁz‘ 5+ Walkei's entire carecr as
ATBAGS > el

vecuperating from a heart
attack suffered July 3--
harely six weeks after he
formally sentenced Sivhan

- BY RON LINSTOSS

Times 3tafl Writer

‘hegan in 1928 when he
; became a deputy conumnis-
zioner of corporations for
A : -the state, has heen marked
T, Sivhat leath for the ) N1

B. Sivhan to death for the by one {rait — stubborn-
assassination of Sen. Jlob- eSS

g Y ; ~ T Lt .

ert 1. Kennedy. o
. Although he has hung
up his robe, Judge Walker

: . 1y distvict attorney (suc-
will not, debate .\'l,fq-,t W8S teeding, coincidentally,
the most. conlroversial de- CGirhan's ehiel counsel
cision of his lengthy and At LP C O)Cl'). thcn:
distinguished career, ;i amt = LO0DCT, 10
ol el o qp PDists Alty. Fred N, ow-
which included nearly 16 7%y =m0 0 0 T
-ears on {he bench. s ELG:;Llled it in another
Y > wa v

" Eatly in the Sirhan trial, | | Ny one Is going (o push
he vetoed an agreement i ('V'é]'i._'_a_.) wround
which would have permit- [T Ayvasst :

ted Sirhan to plead guilly (- *° T

o first-degree murder in b ;-\—‘!13112‘0 one, 1\\"‘5-*11\& say’s
return for life imprison- -Proudly, ever has.

end Once known as a tough
e crtrela whitehaived L judge — perbaps because
[ e ey b%'\'“ .\\1._1Lc h_dn_.r;rl. l.%ae has sentenced 20 men
and. bushy-browed jurisf s e \aller mellowed
maintains that he  was _12 lg”;lt y\'ﬂar‘ as he
wearrech in ruling that the i, ‘ecel ears  a
‘F.)r&;'ilci(c‘t\\':‘ Irl*lwl'liltll“ed t;thcar “seemed to enjoy bis slatus
Pom Lhe weiiness 5t ~a3 the dean of the criminal
from the witness stand all |83 LX 0 Los A
the facts in the historig' court bench in Los An-

Case. - ™TEERs County.
o

w "Udidn't want the decis

*ba public servant, which |

In 1943, when Walker
=wag appointed chief depu-:

”

¢ The fivmness fhat | led
Tgountless attorneys to
chatlenge him for preju-
fdice—indiveclly conceding
“thev did not have a very
"eood  case—appeared  to
i hegin softening five yewrs
“ago, just about the time
?H)@ Criminal Cowrts Lar
*Assn, (composcd of those
sane atlorneys) paid spe-
cial tribute to him at ils
"annual dinner,
"His standards of {air-
ness and justice have been
in the highest tradition of
yjudicial responsibility,”
rwas the inscription on the
i plaque presculed to him.

Iixplained Walker last
week:

Some Opposition

"No one ever accused me
nf being easy, but yes, I
suppose you can say I
mellowed as I gained ex-
perience and began tem-
pering my judgment with
mercy. '

"But it didr't bother me
when thev said T was a
fough  judge because 1

always fell 1 was right.

'T could always sit alone

with mysell in peace.”

There weve some judges
" here who opposed Wallk-
;er's selection to try the
"important Sirhan case.

A younger man was
i needed, they thought, not-
ing that the trial would be
va demanding and lenglhy
fone,

But Jast Sept. 19, afier he
|returned from a trip to
Burope with his wile,
-Alice, Walker got. the as-

signient thal & to be
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the capstone of his caroel

No one, his backer's s sald,
better filled one of the !
main criteria established |
by then-Presiding Judge
Donald R. W 11011t and
Judge Richard Schaum
\\'ho headed the cummal
departments of Superior ;
Court: The judge picked to
try Sirhan would have to
have wide criminal court
experience,

Because Sirhan's con-
viclion is being appealed,
Walker discusses it cau-
Liously, repeating what he
said when the jury
reached its verdict:

"I thought then, and I've
heard nothing since to
change my mind, that the
jury's decision was a cor-

rect one."

He also says all the facls
were brought out during.
lhe trial ancl that all tne

"pertinent" questions
were answeted.

"I am convinced—and
there is absolutely no cre-
dible evidence to the con-
irary—that there was no
conspiracy to kill Sen.
Kennedy," he declaved.

In rejecting the offered
plea agreement, he said he |
never congidered the fact
that such an arrangement
would save the court's
lime and the taxpayers'
nioney.

"Justice is not measured
by ecither iime or money
and I've never let those |
factors—in,, any casc~do~
termine my decision," he
said.

La\\, Not Einotions
Iis ‘philosophy on the

i hench these many years, .

' he said, has always heen to
. follow 1110 Taw, |
tiven now he won'l say

iwhether he petrzonally fa- -

vors capital punishment,
noting that the 01113 thing

Jmpmtant 1o him is that 1[_

is the law in California,-

A Isy leader in the
Fpiscopal Church, which
opposes the death penalty
ay a malter of principle,
Walker does; however,

maiftain that capxta] pu- .
‘ an d mdetelmumtc scn-

“tencing. R

‘nishnient is not u'ux_l and
Junusual or barbaric, -

And he believes it serves.

as.a detery en{;jeven:;
1'hough crrors

though he ])l‘Osldv.d over a
])L'eccde111~bett111 hearing |

that- may ledd to' its aholi-

tion. -

In N overnber, 1967, he
rejected an ACLU conten-
tion that the death pénalty
is unconstitutional in the
case of Robert . Thorn-
ton, a convicted kidnaper,
Jobber and sex pervert.

Could Be Decisive

That case now is [OIE
appeal and
could Dbe .ihe

capital- punishment,

At the conclusion of the'

12-day hearing, Gerald

Gotilieh, one of The. ACLU”
]awye,zs, s3id of Walker,

rlesplte his adverse ruling:

“tlis labors vill conqtl-
(utr> a. ]astm0 Lontrlbutlon
1o Lkmerlcan law.?

e Walker agrees wifly B

sertions  that the most.
neglected part of criminal
lawy is too. litlle emphasis,

. on ]chalnhtallon of LOH'

victed felons, - .
/I'he problem of rchabili-,.
ltating the criminal who

- Has becn in: jail for so. long

he becomes lllsLlLuthIIJ~»

“lized also must be. solv ed, .

according to Walker. .

Ie thml\s California is
the most advanced, of all
states in this respect with:
its presentencing reports,
 iagnostic e\dmmatmns

The palole qyb{em, he
said, is a good one, al-
are made
[ "because it is operated by
Imen who are subject o
making mistakes.” =

The W alkers have ‘three
children, one of- whom,
Herbert W, Walker, prac-;
tices law in Santa Ana.

It will be about thres
months, before Judge
Walker will' Be -able’ 15
¥esume a normal life, "

"Right now I'm.in the

r!ump because 1 fecl sn

1116010L1Laﬂ F“uc(p]c s," he sgidr—»
one Lhat,_.
sounds the death knell for ‘
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@ﬁ*imu Case Shows Faror imm—

'

f"maﬂewmg Psych}aﬁy Whol le

BY MARTIN L. GROSS - &
The spectacle earlier this y edi:—f“‘J ‘Tormmitment shields e hord

opposing psy cluat;ubts debating the
mental condition of assassin Sirhan
Sirhan provided disquieting
thoughts for a mnaticn which has
given extensive ‘“police powers"
over to the psychiatric profession
under our archaic laws of forced
commitment for the mentally ill,

Estimates place the mental insti-
tution population at a half million,
90¢6 of whom have been incarcerat-
ed against their will. Widespread
inveluntary commitment hegan at a
time in our history when "insanity"
still conjured up images of hostile,
‘dangerous souls. Today, with psy-
chiatric pharmacology reducing vi-
olent behavior and with better
understanding” of patient needs,
several Eumpean nations reserve
the "police power" against the
mentally ill only for special occa-
sions, permitting the great majority
to enter.and -leave hospitals at will.

In America, for all the platitudin-|
ous comments about mental illness
being "like any other sickness,” it
i3 still treated much like a crime,
generglly with the patient's incar-
ceration and removal of his civil
rights upon court conimitment after
certification by psychiatrisis. This
loss of rights ineludes veting, sign-
ing of contxam:, .driving a car,
spending one's own money and
other activities taken for granted in
a civilized community.

*

" Shouldn't - society be protected
against possible harm_ irom the
mentally ill? Dr. Thomas Szasz,
professor of psy chiatry at the State
University of New York, and outspo-
ken defender of patients' rights,
points out that such harm is
gﬂnual‘\ not a tb‘eau, and that!
‘J‘:‘l tients are deprived of .merw for
the ‘convenience of the conimunity.

Jospitalized members of soclety’
from having to accommodate the
annoying or idiosyncratic demands
of persons who have not violated
any criminal statutes,” he writes in
the current University Review. |

This prominent and controversial
psychiatrist also challenges the ac-
curacy of the medical-semantic term
"mental illness," for which he-has
been under heavy attack by his
colleagues. But on the question of
depriving a patient of liherty. in
order to treat him (or her), Dr. Szasz
has presented potent chargeb and
cogent unanswered questions.

i Patients with cancer and heart
I disease may be dying, but they are
not legally forced to take treatment.
Why are supposed victims of mental
illness required to undergo therapy
against their will even if they are
judged as not harmful to others?.

Dr. Szasz brings “to mind the
| Sirhan psychiatric fiasco with an-
'ather forthright charge. "Probalily
the most dangerous effect of involun-
taty psychiatric Interventions in'a
milsg, society comes from the trend
to ‘accept the testimony of psychia-
tric 'experts' as ‘'scientific' and
therefore 'true,’ he says. "Thus one
man's opinion of another receives
much more weight than it should."

Despite contintizl disagreement by
pa} chiatrists in indiv idual sanity
cases, the psychiatric profession's
faith in its own expertise is not
shaken. This was illustrated by a
representative of the American Psy-
chiatric Assn. testifving before a
House hearing on the "Constitution-
al Rights of the Mentally IIL." The
psychiatrist 1'melli(fently criticized
iremoval of pattents' civil rights and
"the dmcourw,ement of Voluntam_/
‘treatment, but presumptuously
a;ked that inveluntery commltmeaf
be made even ewet &
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- He'sugyested that the pat:_mL:.eed
not be "notified" of the court action
"against him, and be ecommitted

simply by "an application to the - -

hospital by a close relative or a
friend, and certification by two qua-
lified psychiatrists that they have.
-examined the subject and found him
to be mentally ill." : :

In the nambe of healing, psychiatry
'is seeking even greater police pow-
er. Dr. Szasz believes that most
commitments stem from family
desire to eliminate one bothersome
member, a trend that would bhe
encouraged by easier psychiatric
commitment. The danger to the .
patient is not wunreal. A former-
governor of Ohio has stated that half
the committed patients over 65 in
the state's mental institutions were
later found not to be mentally ill.

* 'What about the patient who may
be dangerous to himself, if not to
others? Dr. Szasz has expressed the
opinion that potentjally suicidal
patients should mot be restrained -
indefinitely just because they might
kill themsélves, inferring that men-
tal hospitals can never bé free
medical environments if that fear
baralyzes their operation.

*

His recommendations? The end of
involuntary commitment for the
non-criminal mentally ill. All the
quasi-criminal trappings of mental
hospitalization — commitment,
‘locked doors, fingerprinting, loss of
civil rights—should be abolished.
Most patients, he is convinced, would
voluntarily seek help if the penal
atmosphere - of the system were
eliminated. Mental illness, he adds,
should not.be used as an excusing
condition in criminal trials.

Dr. Szasz's arguments are charged
with emotional and intellectual fer- .
vor. Undoubtedly some. homicidal-
prone mental patients need to be
restrained, but the cogency of many
of Dr. Szasz's arguments cannof L
(Yé'ﬁi':e’af“ . . ’

-
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. Mrs. Mary Slrhan mothel of
lhen Robert I, Keonedys assas-|
’sm Sirhan Bishara Sirhai, is en

intent on pleading the cause'of
both ‘her son and the Arabs of
Palestme before the United Na-
tlons

. However a UN. spokesman
ih New York said yester day.that
flo..message had hbeen received
from Mrs. Sirhan and “no indi-
vidual can address the General
Assembly” under its rules: of|
procedure
|

| The 57- yem -old Aldb immi-
gr ant’ woman left her Pasadena|’

tional news conference at ‘which
she ‘ahmounced she had ‘asked
Secretary General U Thant for
15 minutes to speak "beforg the
UN’s . General: Assembly. She
said . she had no indication|
whether the international body
would agree {o hear her plea.

. Mrs, Sirhan, her son Munir,
22, +and ‘a famﬂy friend* whose
1dent1ty was not dlsclosed are
travehng tor New York in a rent
ed_car.

Lgﬁe saﬁ yesterday sﬁe Had

Umﬁ’eeﬁ M@hons Mecﬁ

route to New York City today,|

home yesterday after an emio-|

(Mounf Chppmg in Space Below)

*elevl aphed Thant  saying she
expected to arrive at the UNI
Monday.

If she is not. admmed to a
General Assembly. session, she
said, she. will attempt to speak
from the steps of United Nations'
headquartersisqst. . '

~Mrs. Slrhan said she had con*
ceived of the frip months ‘ago,
and had {inally decided to make
it after a recent visit to her son
on San Quentin’s death row.

"She described’ Sirhan, now

- "|waiting out an appeal on’ his

death sentence, as acting hke a
‘rdt in"a trap.””
The grey-haired diminutive
Arabh woman said ‘she would ap-
peal to the UN for- her son, for

all others awaiting ‘the death}

sentence in California, for world

peace and the cause of the Pa-

lestintan Arabs. .
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at UN.

BY DAVE SMITH.

““Mrs. Si rhan Hopes to. Tz f
in Searcﬁw for. Peace

Times. Staff Writer -~ |
- .

The mothef of the assassin of Sen,
Robert F. Kennedy said Wednesday
she is going to New York to try to,
talk to the United Nations "in search
for peace."

"1 will ‘take only a few mmutes,_

' she promised.

In New York, however, a’ T. N.’
spokesman said ‘that under the rules
of the world organization "no indivi-

" dual can address the General Assem-

'bly n

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, in a front porch
news conference at her modest
white frame house in Pasadena,
admitted:

—She has ‘not beén in contact

with U.N. officials.

—She has nowhere to stay 1n
New York and knows no ote.

—Her attorneys are opposed to the.

"trip and have told her she is too
.weak to make the trip.’

—Her son, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,

now in San Quentin's Death Row,
coffee and baklava she

doss nov yet know of her plan.

light blue,

-—And she is not qulte

1 sure what she wants to

talk about when!she gets
there.

But, she said, "some-
times we simple people
+ + » They might hear our

| ery to them."

Mrs. Sirhan, 57, said she
| planned to leave immedi-
ately after the Wednesday.
morning news conference

with' her son, Munir, 21, |

doing the driving. She sald
a woman frlend "And
she. is Jewish, too!" —
would go with them The
| Sirhans did not name the
'woman. .

Mrs, Slrhan wearing her
polka-dotted
traveling dress greeted
reporters with:'a ‘broad
smile and: handshake, then
led them into- her tiny,
spotless living room for

—

made herself,
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| 11eved her plea, if she may

Shﬂ-.sad that- visits to

he1 imprisoned son have
made her determined to
try to speak at the United
| Nations for the last s1x
months. "I can't sleep, I

can't eat, I can't rest," she
| said, addmg that she be-

be heard, might in some
way help her son.

She said she would im-
mediately send a telegram
U.N. Secretary-General U
Thant "to tell him I'm on
my way."

The telegram, read by
Munir, said: "I wish to talk
before the,General Assem-
bly next week in search

for .peace in the Middle
East, I will take only a few

Lhe.in NeW York Mondg;;, "T cannot "'cake ] .
Oct. 13; T will-phong-ypu" thlng she~ sa,g

then. “Thank - you /|
much." - e ;accept any. n?
- Mrs; Slrhan sald she i3 | nocent blood.""

. | :
"not accusing anyone“ be-| _ She said-one.gor

cause of her son's fate. "I }30 is workmg

justice," she said, but she 'and sends mone‘
said her plan mlght m-‘,Cf'il’1 B
‘fluence ~ America to be: Munir, 21,.
more merciful, - ¢

Arsked what she would | the hlghly publ ized:
do "if she cannot speak, |—he has badly ifiip
Mrs. Sirhan said, "I would | €yesight—and she ha
even stand outside the felt emotionally” abl
door and say what I think, | Teturn’to her-old job
what is in my heart." churc? nursery: schi

Mrs. Sirhan said she has | said. "When you car
had financial hard times
in the six months since |to concentrat‘ev on}
Sirhan was convicted. she said. - e

But. she said she has

nutes. If all goes well
w1§tﬁ f%e automobl%e Twill

~

rejected several large of-
fers from magazines—one | G
of $15,000 and another of

$22.000u={or stori 23 t;
her family. S

v
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Sithan's Mother ~
Talks to Thant Aide
on Mideast Peace |

ik
{ Exclusive to The Times from a Staff Writer
LIS
1
|

NEW YORK—The mother of the |
assassin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
|attained a partial victory Monday in

|United Nations on behalf of peace in
!thc Middle East.

v Mrs. Mary Sirhan did not get her
'wish to speak to the General
Assembly, but was given a 15-
mmute interview with Undersecre-
'tary for General Assembly Affairs
;Constantin A. Stavropoulous.

' Both Mrs. Sirhan and TU.N.
jofficials were reported satisfied with
‘Lhe compromise.

| The diminutive, Jerusalem-horn
imother of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan .
itold newsmen in Pasadena last"!
Wednesday that she and ‘her son, !
Munn 21, were departing that!
afternoon by car for New York.

.She admitted she had had’ no!
lprevious contact with U.N. officials,
lbut expiessed ¢orifidefice” that. she
iwould gét to set forth her views. She |
l.:a1d’ she would deliver it from the
.1’1 ont steps, if necessary.

| ‘Telephone Thant's Office

l,- ’l‘he Sirhans arrived in New York
f(»culy Monday and telephoned the |
loffice.of Secretary-General U Thant.
(R0 ‘_are of ‘her intentions—or her
Wit eabouts at the time of the call
—T fmt's aides told her to call back
at’ 3 m. to speak’ to Stavropoulous.
1 ad; she simply appeared at
Ihis office at the appointed hour.
ir told " The Times that his
mo er, and Stavropoulous distussed
{ ensmi}l in. the Middle Tast, the

|
|
|

\her effort to appear before thei’

: TOL ater g
c]othes “security "guards’ to: escort'|
Mrs: Sirhan and her son on'a: prlvate_ ‘
tour of the U.N. building: At'4.p.m.,
ringed by about 30 security gualds,
Mrs. Sirhan held a brief news
conference for some 40 newsmen,
criticizing Zionism,

Munir told The Times that his
mother was "very satisfied" with the
reception she received, although she
would have preferred to fulfill her ! |
original aim. l

He said they planned to leave New
York ;m%iedlately on the return trip |

to their home in Pasadena
R -
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SIRHAN BEGINS 7TH
MONTH ON DEATH RO

SAN QUENTIN (UPD)
—~Sirhan B. Sirhan com-
pleted his first six months
of lonely isolation on San
Quentin Prison's dedth’
row Sunday, awaiting ap-
peals on 'his convietion for
the assassination of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy.

Associate Warden James

Park. "His routine doesn't
change. Lots of. readmg,‘

very little TV."
The 25-year—old Jordani-

-empty and two mesh gteel
sereens create a no-mans

land 15 feet away in the
eellblock corridor.

A different guard brings

Sirhan his two meals each‘

day and sometime pauses
for a few words with the"

.. young assassin. The other
"He is very-quiet," said-

25 condemned men in the

unit. may approach . the .

mesh screenis .and con-
verse with 'Sirhan, but
Park said he doesnt seem
anxious for ‘the somety of-

an'immigrant is isolated in other immates.

_Cell 33, a stark concrete

and steel enclosure-on the |

1so 's, sixth floor. The
ce § on either side are

- medicine ball or by doing:

" area only for medical ap-

"Officials fear other priso- |

Sirhan has a 10 by 15
foot private recreation
yard outside his cell, but
mostly -exercises with a

pushups inside the cell.
He leaves the secluded

pointments and to meet
visitors. His mother,
brethers and attorneys:
have averaged about one
vigit a month since Sirhan
arrived at San Quentin on
May 23.

~'When he ledves, other
inmates are ordered to
clear, g 30-foot

ath for
S{FarT a7 his (w0 AT |

ners might try to attack

the slayer of Kennedy. ,
"Our basic obligation 18
[0 ) I TUHACTIONING |

until ‘the courts decide his
case " the assomate warden
f ey

sal
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| SAN QUENTIN (UPI)—Sirhan
B. Sirhan completed his first

I'six months of lonely isolation

,on San Quentin prison’s death

trow Sunday, awaiting appeals
on his conviction -~ for the

i ‘assassination of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy

“He is very quiet,” said
Associate- Warden James Park.
“His routine doesn’t change.
Lots of reading, very little TV.”
The 25-year-old Jordanian

Immigrant:is isolated.in Cell 33,
a stark ".concrete* and steel
enclosure: on- the . prison’s sixth
floor. The cells-on :either side
are empty and two mesh steel
screens create a no- man’s land

15 feet, away 1n the cellblock

', corridor,

A different guard . brings
Sirfan ms two meals each day

Sirhan Ends First
\onths in Jail

and sometimes pauses for a
few words with the young
assassin. The other 25 con-
demned men in the unit may
approach the mesh screens and
converse with Sirhan, but Park
said he doesn’t seem anxious
for the society of other
inmates. Sirhan has a 10 by 15
foot private recreation yard
outside his cell, but mostly
exercises with a medicine ball
or by doing pushups inside the
cell. -

He leaves the secluded area
only for medical appointments
and to. meet -visitors. His
mother,. brothers and attorneys
have averaged.about one ‘visit a
month since Sirhan arrived at
San Quentin on May 23.,

When he leaves, other in-
mates are ordered to clear a

30-foot path for. Sirhan and his
two guards. Officials fear other
prisoners might try to attack
the slayer of Kennedy.

“Our basic -obligation is to
keep him functioning until the
courts decide his case,” the
associate warden said. Sirhan’s!
attorneys are not expected to
file their first appeal until
March. .

Park said Sirhan’s reading is
heavy on subjects like theoso-
phy, psychology ‘and mysticism,

although he also gets Playboy
magarme in the mail.

“He remains interested in the]
Middle East situation, réading!
English-language pro-Arab jour-
nals,” Park said. The associate!
warden said Sirhan also 11stensi
to Arabic  music onéggxlo-\

graph given him by his family;.]
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SAN QUI‘NTIN Lahf (UPI)
—(,ondemned assassin  Sirhan
B. Sirhan is on. a- liquid - diet
himger strike protestmg sirin-
gent secunty arrangements on
San Quentms Death Row.’

Sirhan, convmted }nller of

stoppcd eatmg “Nov. 28, the

Sirike @gﬁf@@@n‘ |

front -of lus ~ce11 Park Sald

ﬁm

Sirhan alsv ..
right’ to -exer c1se w1th other
Death Row inmates and; reduc
tion’ of the 1ntensmty of a llght ir

sen. Robert F Kt;nne @yl - 4

relectqd.

prison ‘disclosed Monday

; “T'm gomg ona hunger str xke
ito_protest this" Nazi concenf:ra
tlon-camp-llke treatmenfc of
'yours,” Sirhan said in 2 note to
Warden Louls Nelson “H1t1e1
’had more’ mercy than' you.do.”

1, The note, which opened ‘with
an obscemty, . was.. written by
the 25-year-old Jordanian. jmmi-
grant aftel Nelsori refused, to
'make requested changes ‘in; the
tight security -conditions, around
Sirhan’s Jsolated el
"Assbciate Warden James
Park ‘said Slrhan ‘had . been
cmnplammg for some " time

about mesh scfeens wlnch ﬂ)loclli
&t

the chm%dor"

concr ete al
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| Dea‘ih Row Profest

j
|
; SAN QUENTIN (#—Sirhan Bish-
. ara Sirhan, condemned assassin of
: Sen. Robert . Kennedy, has been
,on an 11-day hunger strike protest-
ing his confinement in San Quentin
' Prison's Death Row, Associate War-
( den James W. L, Park said Monday.
Sirhan, 25, "has subsisted on a diet
vof instant cocoa and. coffee" since
' Nov. 28, Park added.

' Park said S1rhans "health was
+ "pretty good."

"A, doctor goes up to Death Row
every day and we'll keep an eye on
the state of his health," -Park said.
"Tf it becomes necessary, weé can
force-feed him."

Park said he received a letter from

and your prison. I am going on that
hunger strike to protest this Nazi
concentration camp-like treatment
of yours. Hitler had more mercy
than you do."

Park said he talked to Sirhan lagt
 Friday.
' "Actually Sirhan's in pretty good
\sw&%t he's a little bit

nie and the administration,

LT . »Asks~Exercise’ Privilcge” "375_

-(cell, which is 7 feet high, 11 feet

' |man's land that separates his area

Sirhan Nov. 28 saying: " - - - - you, |

’ Slrhan demanded -thit - the: extla
bright light: outside his steel-barred

long and 4% feet wide, be reduced.
'He also asked permission to exercize
Wlth the other 72 condemned men
on Death Row.

After the Nov. 3 note, Park sald
prison officials rigged a cloth shade
50 the direct beam does not hit his
cell However, he said, the adminis-
iratlon dec1ded not to change the
tlght security in the area of his cell.
. Sirhan's cell-is isolated from those
‘of the other condemned prisoners.
On each side of Sirhan's Cell 33
‘are locked empty cells.

‘He can converse with other
prlsoners across a 15-foot-wide: no-

from the others.

."We have had at least one concrete
death threat against Sirhan," Park
said. "This consisted of a newspaper
‘article with his picture with a black
"hand drawn in over his face.
~. "The ‘word 'doomed' was printed
‘underneath and a little stick figure
-was holding a knife, We believe if:
‘was from one of the condemned
“men,"

The condemned man's mother,
Mrs. Mary Sirhan, when called at
her home in Pasadena choked back
tears as she said she would soon
visit her son and try to persuade
him to eat. -

#Mre_Sirhan said she last saw hgl

son in October,

R—
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Sirhon Still

SAN QUENTIN (UPI)—Con-
demned assassin Sirhan Sirhan
spurned breakfast again’ today
on the 12th day of his hqulds
only hunger strike against secu-
rity arrangements on San Quen-
tin’s, death row.

“Thexe s no change at this
| point,”” reported Associate War-
den James Park. “He didn’t et
 last night, and he' didn’t eat
'breakfast this- mornirig,” :
Sirhan, convicted killer of Sen

‘Rgbert F. Kennedy, ‘went on a
| co%?‘ o€ and cocoa diet Nov, 28 to

Refusing o |
Eaf, Son Queniin Says
* leats one meal ‘a-day and very

vmates \awaltmg execution. He

hdd more mercy than you do.

pxotesl the security measures
wluch keep him isolated- from
othe1 ‘inriztes on death row.
“Park . sald a puson doctor
tedch. day. - routmely examines
Sirhan and other inmates sent-
ericed t6 the gas chamber. He
said the prisoner still weighs 105

pounds—hls welght when he ‘en-
tered-the _prison in May. :

“He'is a. very. light eater nor-,
mally,” Park  gaid. “He only!

sparmgly of that, He will start
eating eventually or we will]
force food into Him. But that’s a;
long ‘wiy off.”

*. Sirhan is unhappy over wire
mesh screens in the cellblock
which isolate him from other in-

‘has offéred to sign a waiver re-
leasing the prison from any re-
SpOHSlbll‘Ly -if anything hap-
pened to him,

Sirhan began rejecting. solid| l

food after writing Warden LOlllS
Nelson a note 1eadmg “Hitler

I’'m going on a hunger strike to

protest - this Nazi concentratlgp
Ldmp ilfe ‘reatment o YoOuT:
‘u
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“of Common Pleas Court said

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. (AP)
— A judge refused t6day o or-
der an exhumation and autopsy
on the body of Mary Jo Ko-
pechne, the 28-year-old secre-
tary who died last summer in
Sen. Edward M. Keunedy’s au-

tomobile,
Judge Bernard C. Brominski

- testimony at a hearing on the.

petition by a Massachusetts pro-
secutor supported the originall
finding—death by drowning. !

The decision clears the way
for a Massachusetts court to|
hold a secret inquest into the ac-
cident. Kennedy’s car pltchedl
off a bridge and into a t1da1|

_pond at Chappaguiddick Island|

off the Massachusetts coast 1r1
the middle of the night on July
18.

The ruling was a victory f01|
Mary Jo’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph A. Kopechne ofl
Berkeley Heights, N.J. They op-
posed an autopsy on grounds 1t
would be “grossly offensive and
prejudicial to their wishes.”

“This means that I'll come up
here very often to see my,
daughter,” Mrs. Kopechne told
a news conference at the court
house. “I couldn’t have gone up
to that cemetery again if I knew

. the grave had been disturbed.”

Miss Kopechne is buried in:

' nearby Larksville, near where,

she was born in this northeas-
tern Pennsylvania coal region.
The father said he was happy

:with the ruling and the sched-
Juled inquest did not disturb him.!

“We are waiting patiently for
the inquest to be held,” he said.

In Washington, Kennedy said
he was grateful for the decision
because “I realize how much it
meant to the Kopechne family;
it increases their peace of mind,
and I'm grateful for that.”

“Now,” Kennedy said, “it’s
my hope that the authorities in
Massachusetts will move for-
ward so the entire matter can
he concluded as soon as possi-
ble.” :
Kennedy, who has been jn fre-
guent touch - with the family|

et ¢sidseR delenlanad
the parents this morning to ex-




press _his_pleasure at Bromin-
ski's decision.

Dist. Atty. Edmund Dlms of
New Bedford, Mass., sought the
autopsy for the inquest. Dinis
said in advance he would not
appeal any ruling by Brominski.

Brominski said the facts pre-
sented at the hearing were “in-
sufficient to support a finding of
the cause of death” other than
drowning.

He said any conflict in Kenne-
dy’s versions of what happened
.or failure to report the accident
for nearly 10 hours “‘does not
suggest a cause of death other
than drowning.” ‘

Brominski said he took intc
consideration the "parents’ ob-
jections.

“While their disapproval is

not an ‘absolute bar to an exhu-
,mation and autopsy,” Bromin-
ski said, “in view of the facts
presented to this court their ob-
jections are well taken.”
5 The judge also said that the
presence of blood in Miss Ko-
rpechne s nose and mouth and on
‘her clothing, as brought out by
‘Dinis at the hearing Oct. 20-21,,
did not provide sufficient dnubt
to warrant exhumation.

~In New Bedford, Dinis had no
limmediate comment on the
judge’s ruling.

' And in dgartown, Mass.,
District Court Judge James A.
Soyle belcre whom the inquest
is to be held, was unavailable
for comment. His clerk said
Boyle might not have anything
to say for sorwe time. Boyle had
declined to set a date for the in-
quest_unti]l after Srominski had
ruled on the-autopsy. S=———==
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