
pu^i j;heuries which stemJThe Sirhan •trial was. ^-The legal p:>i^Ceetent for' 
Itt^OngUOolss to the latmst3t!rbse. 'for the image Uf^;nlpeinii^y peea wasset -t 
should prove to the worid, । psychiatry btcalese 'the England in 1843 m a cat 
■say the critics, ShsS psy-|Pr■teenS .eysSem demands 1 involvmg Darnel MNaght- 
cm«h.s> do.t k.™ wphat' ss. psychstJ-ite^ .ans^r1 eit.who2hos^n^^ 

■Usey are islk-n5 .about.
chiatrisisaoni know wnat; the $^4 whether a l>creSaiy of Sir Robert’ 

■;tW, sre talking abuutl 1 person was r■eeponelble for ; peel, _ the prime mWteri
; 1 In the opnuon of Dr. his behavior at some point Mthinking that .the etcretaf| 
1 Thomas and, . two .other in the past when the crime “ry was-Sir RobertT”"-^ 
1 authorities (on legal psy- was committed." Dr. HaM MNaghtitn, who had de g. py
J'chistry She■ihlef error of 
(^he psychiatieses in the 
1!Sirhan trial cwas that they 
• |lost thi-r objectivity. ’
' "There -s no question 
about tim competency,of 

'those men (the psychiatric 
{expert .witnesses)," said 
Dr. Oscar K. Diamond 
direttor of Manhattan' 
;State Hospital and cliniisl 
{professor of psychiatry at 

[ Mt. Sinai Medical College. 
.. "But a man's Ufe was at 

.stake and under pressure 
of examination and. cross-

',examination many thingsex^mn^on, many ,t““g>“ ^yp-ca’
■}were said or implied case in which a psychia-

-1 „ 4 -*tidei+ id n c< lr £» tn taatifv>which led -to elaborations, 
1 conjectuees and prognosf-- 
,cations which ordinarily
ithese men would not have' 
I entered"11

.'. Dr'. Gene L.. Usdin, a 
JLouisiana State Universi- 
- tty psychiatrist and chair- 
,man of the pstiS-iiry 
consultant's committee of 

1;the American Bar Foun- 
1 'datfon, believes the notor
iety of the case caused the

{ experts to over•ireaci:.
: "T'hey were flattered to 
> be asked to ■iistift in this 
I case. They liked the exper
ience," he saidl.

Another psychiatrist who 
is iritiisl of the role his 
profession is asked to play 
in courtrooms is Dr.'Sey- 
mour HaiUeck of the Uni

’ vtrsliy of Wisconsin.1 ‘ v

leck said. luBionsgaat he was being
Says Questions Wrong hounded by enemiss; in-

eluding Sir Robert, wasmit i - e __i j -Cl■udin— Str Robert,- wse 
. nnttead of being ssked. found not guilty on 

^m^^h Jjudg^ ground of -ns:anity. The 
the psychlatrist should be jegal criteria for establish- 
asked to describe the man, - - - -
to t;ell why he, committed • 
the act and to sSai;e,how he 
should' be treated—steie 
are eeneibie things to ex
pect of a piyihiairist. But 
instead 'he is asked a 
stupid question, so he 
gives a stupid anewer."

Dr. ' Haieeck and Dr. 
Metmtnger are perhaps 
the most outspoken iniu■e 
of the present syeSeml

The typical criminal

trist is asked to testify
involves.a defendant who 

; is pleading not guilty by 
. reason of insanity .

California law, like that 
of nearly every jursaie- 
tion, states that a person 
cannot be tried, judged or 
pumshed while he -s in
sane. The law gives to the 
psychiatrist the job of 
deciding whether a parti
cular individual is insane 
in the legal meaning of the 
words . ■ . ,

h Several Meanings -
In the legal context, 

insanity has several mean-.ins^rnty lias several m.esi, ... . : i
ings. One is that a person judgment and apply the 

_ 1.1- !_ J•_iIp„.soli• Ramtmns d^omod bnnnn-was unable to distinguish'wss uiiable LU dlS.i■Ug,UiSl ! ■ . pl.
right from wrong at the priaie, not us .psychia-

- - - - !triste." ■1 time he committed the act .
. —in other words, he was 1 Dr- Menninger said psy-
| not 'responsible for his 
crimi. Another legal 
meaning carries with it 
the -mp-ieatitn that the

'his counsel. <

insane defendant would be „ .. , , - .
unable to comprehend the conclusions about the 
proceedings of a trial andwny competence.''-—--^ 

. unable .to cooperate with

ing insanity came to be 
known as. the MNagheen 
Rule. '

\ " Drs. Menninger and 
Halleck and some judges

. who have been Srymg to 
reconcile law wit-h psychi- 
stiie knowkdge say the 
M'Naghteen Rule is absurd.

j _ "It requires an incalcu- 
, lable degree of presump
,! tion to say whether anuSh-
yKmd-VdUall 'knows' right 

, frum,wrqng, ei:pta-Uly 
, when few of us could truly’ 
,' say (exctpS in utter naiv-
ete or ignorance)’ what our 
own degree of expertise is 

■ in this ’distinction," Dr. I 
Menninger wrote in his ’ 

' book . "The Crime of Pu- I
nishmenl." i

, ■ "I oppose courtroom ap- I 
Ipearancee because I consii 1. 
, der guilt;, competente and 
.|reepunsiblliSy to be moral 
finoctl AVI d m « nnl I.questions, not midiiil 
ones," Dr. Menntoger 
[wrote.

The judge and the jury 
are the community's re
presentatives in this area. 
It is for them to make the

sanctions deemed appro

chiatrisss could properly 
iexamine an offender and
submit a report of their 
fitldtngs to assist a. judge 
,or jury to- come to .some



should, presume, to accept'
) ihe.reipohSibiit<ofdtCld- among iue n who
mg a ; highly fechnkal object to the agttlude of 
legal question based on 
these findings," he cooti-: 

jiuech.. c 7 _ fly

Judge William B. Keeneis
among the judges ' who

J

I "He can say that a mai 
p deluded or distracted of 
hanucinaeed, but whether 
or not his state of mind is 
compatiMe with legal 
'competeneel is something 
about which a psychiatritt 
has only common know
ledge and hot scitotiiic 
knowledge," . .

Dr.' Haheck,. once Di-.
■ Meoninger's student;, says 

। there are three reasons 
■ why psychiatrisis are wilh
. ing to testify in court;.
| Reasons Stated
i They are cpmpassion, ’ a. 
। liking for thie attention 
; and the - belief that 't;h.ey 
■ are protecting the image 

of psychiatry. ■

; terms. Perhaps we in law 
haven’t. caught up with 

■ he me&cal dtfio1tino of ^em, Compton de-
'S^u,?0? maybe we clared, "they fight the 
ihnuld! But in the mimim sociaL policy of where the

. Contrary to what many J K h". Pegged1 ’he. re-
■ penpte think, mohey does- j nmfpe OitOhOhie kk ipooilbiItty. They fight 
n't have much to do with kkfe o0’ which 1s long l the law with their testimo- 
it, Dr. Haheck said. With standing, ................ my.
few exceptions}, psychia- 

. triiti can make more mn- 
। ney out of court than Io.

Dr-. HaReck doubi;i'ihat 
' piyChiatriiSs ever will be 
i aMe to agree on a work- 
I able dtfi'oitioo of terms 
I such as psychoris or men
tal ilheess. •

. He pointed out the great 
difficulty of hanging a 

|. diagnostic label on u, 
J individual whose emotion-
I al state is changing under 
the influences of the 
knowledge he has commit-- 
ted a crime, his confine-
meet and his trial. . Lynn D comptnO; head of 

He believes this chang- ' tk pI;onecut0nlnl team io
ing emotionill state is the ^L khan trial, agrees 
principal reason why psy- with J”^ Keene that 
chiatrisis who examine a 
defendant'' seldom agree.
Like the story of the blind

cman and the elephant;, 
each sees a dife'erent part 

.of the whole-and each may 
lETSkksa^L

some psychiatritss that 
; they can impose their own 

J views on a court system 
which spelKout very 

»clearly what-the psychis-) 
li..iIlistii mM sbnnM ho i !| -trist's role should be.

A Question of Law F
4 ''Whetherwe' want them 
or not;, they are in the 
courts by statutt!. The law 
makes it. mandatory that 
we. appoint one or more 

I piychiatrisis in the event 
(of a plea of not. guilty by 
reisoo of insanity," Judge

' Keene said.
' _"We need the psychia- 
। trists opinion, but it must 
, be given under thie courts

Mak psycka11'^3’ he "The great majority of 
’ na;d^id°POt.boiht^ioflOdi,Piychiatriiis are opposed) 
kkk ik•C0U,'''kik: to capita1 punishment.} 
jom O' .^c^kit ' They This causes them t;o say to; 
do.noi akmk to ^an.the I themselves, 'This man! 

. aymg legal ^timtions . shouldn't be executed' and : 
ikoiaoiy or tok^nJk they proceed to' diagnek 
Fant culir, . legal context the case in such a way thati 
wth'Lw^cl^ny. one oof the diagnosis will support 1 
fchLkga- dsfitom Is their views on capital!

L’Cnstead, thenudge said, 
an ' W want to inject their 
311 own views and’refuse to

accept as valid'tiie legal 
definitions of insanity.

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
. Lynn D. Compton, head of

with Judge Keene thatg, i "The average nonpsy
some psychiatntts fight | chiatrist doctor- wouldn’t! 

I ^- ’hew things that • way. But
oy'- - ■■ F pyschiatritts start with

la®, draws the lnee' where 
society wants it to be. It 
should he; a relatively 
.simple matter for psychia
trists to decide whether a 
particular defendant is 
above the liOLt—eepoonsib- 
le for his crime and there-
fore to be d1ipaiched to 

( prison—or below it, mean
; ing he is not reipooi1ble 
j and. therefore, to be placed 
■ ih a mental facility, Comp 
11 too said. " 
Hi "But they are not corny 
tent just to say I examined) 
ths man and found he has;
a certain diagnosable ill
ness. They are unable to 
say this man has such and 
such a disease and .thie 
symptoms 'are so and so 
and define precisely the 
perimeters of this injury.

Instead," Compton de-

- 4XilmAeot^ ।
"I have the feeling that,, 

given,a defendant who has, 
committed nn unsocial act,,. 

■ a piychiat.iitt will start.
.with the -protose that! 
; there is a psychiatric rea- 
.son,for the behavior and 
Eill then look for thOgi 

at are wrong. 4

the bias that there 'is 
something wrong-?"“"i“*“



JvvLPr;actie Growing’^
Joseph. M. Rostn, a Los

Angetes defense attorney 
with a not;able r,ecor,d of 
kttping defendants out of

1 Drath Row, says that the
1 usv of psychiatrisss will
teoime more prevalent in ,• - --------
murder trials because of 1 Alcohol and drugs are 

■ | ex■amptee of thirlgs that can
pinfluence mental caparityi, 
i yarynig degrees of organii? 
I iprain damage or. mental re, 
j Sardat^on are other's. ’

the recent introduction in- 
■to the legal system of the 
theory of dlminished capa.- 
city? .

DimInished capacity was 
explained in a 1964 Cali
fornia Supreme Court de
cision in the case of the 
Peepee vs. Wolff. In a low
er court the 15-year-old 

;-Wolff, who had killed his 
mother wtli an ax handle, 
was • examined by three 

• psychiatrists and found to

All three of the legal 
rtpeetentatives iittll!•.

, wwed - Judge Keene. 
C°mpton and Rosen—asid 
that the concept of dimi- 
nlthtd capacity will in- 
V.olve an'. increases 
amount of psychiatric tes
timony in the courts to 

y ig determins the
nored sht'teetlmony of the . dlmntished capacite of
psychlatlests and it de- "j Onv of the j?,11^' -

glared Wolff sane and 4 ' Current critic^;rgt ef0I>thV' , kponsiMe for his act.. e .current^c1^ of P^t 
'F In the tubttqutnS court] fh , rm \n SSv cour’rooomji 
'trill, without a jury, Wolft' a1." point now At1
,was found guilty of first:- e of to Sirhin tr»t

be insane. The jury ig-

।degree murder.
' The Supreme Court dv- 
iitlon upheld the jury's 

- light to ignore tht psychi
atric testimony but re

; duced t.he judge's finding 
;te svcond-degeee murder.

T'hie r'eductd sentenee | 
had the effect of giving । 

I weight to the psychiatric i
I finding that Wolff was so 1 would argue tha 
| mentally ill that he did not; patients might be 
,have the mental capacity I o* -
I to reflect the enormity of ay ' i^I f 
his crime. At the same I (nothing should be done to 
time it rvcognived that he i|help Wo sick of mind. The' 
had suffciv5nt mental ca- |•alStrnativv-citing some- 
pacity to know the nature । thmg--auOomatiially fahs 

। and consvquenves of his into the scope of psychia- 
,_act and therefore wag try and the bahavioral' 
।"guilty.” l” ” "ectences. ,. . . „

LjE°Si tMs dtcistoh■andJopeychiatry or petcholO£•? 
othVrt has sprung the gy but rather to-a■pSriiw 
concept that there exist l "
varying degrees of di
minshed mental capacity

1 which negate in varymg 
degrees the defendant's 

! malicious intent to kill.

cause of the Sirhan trial, is 
that it may affect psychia
try outside the courtroom. 1

Thu could be cause for 
iOnCtrn because hundreds, 
of thousands of persons 
are rectiving eomt sort of 
psychiatric care or psycho
logical counseling.

.If all the things that 
aitms say are true, some 
would argue that these'

lar theory .of causation or
mode of treatment But 
t:he theories and the treat- 
mvnts winch they suggest 
as alternatives invariably 
are as vun•leiabte to at
tack:.

Obviously ptyihiatri.tef, 
lawyers and judges need 
to get together to work out 
solutions whceh benefit 
society by using the best 1 
that each has to offer.

If peepee on trial and" 
society can benefit fromi ■ 
ptyih:iatric testimony — 1 
and it eeeme rtasonabie to , 
assume that the right kind 
of testimony and treat-1 
ment can be usstfil—htete , 
should be a clearer under
standing of what nsychia- 
try can and cannoPdoT^

u as well 
off without it:. But that
argument implies that

. Critics oft.en object^no^



POINTS OF VIEW—Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, left, LA Supe- 
.roJudge Wilborn B. K|ene and Dr. Karl Mennineer, prominent psychiatrist, 
share in critic.zing current ro^ of psychiatric testimony in the cOurtroOm..
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BY NOEL GREENWOOD 
and LINDA MATHEWS

' Times Staff Writers

21A, told him- .(Sirhan^
.when he hired me that I . 

y would go to the. Supreme ‘ 
11 Court of the UnUed Stai.er•; 
■ if necessary, and he shoot i 
| hands with me and said, ' 
j 'That's what I want"' 
. Ji Grant B. Cooper, Sir- 

han's chief defenee coun
sel,. said he knew nothing 
about- Belli entering the

Attorney Melvin Belli met with^se',,.the famie/of Sirhan B. Sirhan here^d S^hX^^
Saturday , and then said he probabyy e d ed poX b ou't 
wi.h.ale. thl.app-l of - ayy
-the assassmation fwas in Los Aggeles for a , 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. . • • |t.rial .g.'-.!

■ He said he woudi meet with '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and siai:a.)

Sirhan early this week. - - '
The announcement set-off specu

lation that Belli was about to take 
over the defenee of Sirhan, sen
tenced to die in the gas chamber-. •' 
- "I think the death penalty ' is 
completely uncalled for," "said- Belli,

Two-Hour Meeting /
In a two-hour .‘meeting '

AB Lor Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, CaWf.

who defended Jack Ruby in his trial

during a court recess, they 
asked him to ailter the 
case, he said- ' . /
‘Saturday morning ' Sir--' 

han's mother and brother,
wdio defeaded Jack Ruby in his trial Adel, met with Belli ia the 
for the murder of ye Harvey lawyer's Los Angeles 
Oswald, assassin of Prarldant• John apartmleirt.••Adtl then

' F. "Kennedy. Ruby received a.death agreed to arrange for the 
sentence but was awaiting retrial meeting, this week . be- 
when he died of cancer ia January, tween Shiism and Bell'.
1967, ' . ., ' Belli said his main iater-
" ■ Although Benr said kir 
i-ntererr in Sirhan was ' 
hmhed to writmg an ap- ’ 
peal brief, an associate 
indicated Bellr's i-ole could 
develop into ‘much more 
than that. ■ .

"There's no question the ■ 
family woudd like him to 
do that/(write an appeal 
bl•itf),"1 said Sydney Ir
mas, a Beverly Hills arto>r- 
fnay associated with Belli.

"Then, the question is 
whether he's going, to go 
any further. And I thiak 
nobody but Sirhan can 
decide that." ’ ■ ;

.Rurrell E. Parsons, gna. 
of Sirhan's three defenee 
lawyess, iniomned of Bel
li's comments, said he. was 

Jia the„ case "until the 
bitter anel. ^------ -—” j

• est was in writing the 
appeal should the motion 
for a new' trial for Sirhan 
be denied. That motion, 
submitted last month by 
Cooper, is scheduled for 

. argument May 21 before 
. Superior Judge Herbert V. 
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'Deportation 
For Sirhan's 
Brother?

Board of Immigration Appeals 
has taken under advisement a 
move to deport Munir Bishara 
Sirhan, 21-year-old brother of 
the convicted murderer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy.

The US. Immigration Service 
had delayed acton on the pend
ing deportation order until yes
terday to avoid any possible in
fluence on the Los Angel.es jury 
that convicted Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan of murder on April Ml, a 
government spokesman said.

Munir, native of Palestine , and 
a citizen of Jordan, has been un
der deportation proceedings 
since he was convicted of pos
session and transfer of mari
juana Oct. 13, 1966.

Robert A. Viehhafcer,' counsel 
for the U.S. Immigration Serv
ice, asked the board yesterday 
to uphold the original deporta
tion order made on grounds of 
Munir’s felony conviction.

Munir was sentenced by a Los 
Angeles Superior Court to one 
year in jail and five years on 
probation. His attorney, howev
er, latter.persuaded the court to 
vacate the sentence and trans
fer it to a juveniee court. Munir 
was 19 when the incident oc- 
cured.

Vielhaber argued yesterday 
the new trial was sought only to 
avoid deportation. He also said 
the court order transmitting the 
case to juvenile court was con
trary to Calffoniia law.. ,

Appear Board Chairman 
Mauries A. Roberts said yester
day that Davdd Marcus, Munir’s 
attorney,would be asked t() sub
mit a written brief. m" - '
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JIRHAN BROTHER FREED. 

IN HOSPITAL ROW TRIAL
Sharif Bishara Sirhan, 37, 

ibrother of the conilemhed slayer 
‘of Sen.. Robert F, K:ennsey, has 
bhhn acquitted of disturbmg the 
peace charges.' ;
I He pleaded “diminished men
tal ;capacity” yesterday, the 
’same, eefensh• used' by Sirhian 
>Bishara Sirhan--niow on San 
'QusntiriSTdsath row, ‘ -
' A^nin-womanr, three-man Mu
nicipal Court jury eeliberaSed 
twee hours before finding Sir-, 
than innocent of creating a dis
turbance at the intensive-care 
unit of St. . Lukes’ .."Hospital 
March 28. . . '. - '
. Another brother, .Saidallah, 36, 
was being treaSed‘ there after 
being in, an automobile accident,. 
' Sirnan said he had been Siik--

tionally upset over his brother’s 
trial; then in progress. >. \,

He testified he'had been Under 
o doctorSs care and had been 
taking pills and injeciions-at ihe 
time of the incident. • .

Slua-if’s attorney. George: E, 
Shibley, said his client could not 
be held responsible for his ac
tions because of his “dimm’shed 
mental' capacity.”' o—i.
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OjSUS fowui^. 
#IpwiaiSFlO^^ Nations, 
Msi asked California Gov. Reagan to 
(iijmmute the death sentence oi the 
convicted kilter of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. In a letter Goldberg said 
hsMhe could "presumeyo-aake 
the re quest because the diary of 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the accused! 
killer, 1 isted Goldberg for assassina- 
‘!G“ “ ,weU* Goldberg told Reagan 
that " the evolving standards oi 
decency that mark the progress of 
our society now condemn as barba
ric and inhuman the deliberate 
mstituttenalized taking of human 
life-by the state." - ;*-—*•
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ISirhan Retains 3 NewTSafSS
said.

Lawyers in Life Fight -s™^^
I 7 'g ■ fense attempts to bring in

. ~ . . . Palestinian experts to tes-
Trio to Handle Doomed Assassin s Request lify on background which 
for New Tria, Appeals to Higher Cours suffered from diminihhed

BY ROBERT RAWITCH
Times Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sir-han, 
convicted assassin of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy,, has 
retained three new law
yers to handle his request 
for a new trial and appeals 
to higher courts, it was 

announced Wednesday.
George E. Shibley, a 

j Long Beach attorney, told 
; a press conference at the 
■ Amabassadrr that he 
would be joined by Luke 
McKssack, a Hollywood 

1 attorney, and Abdeen Ja- 
bara of Detrott, Mich., in 
assuming "principal re- 
.'IXdisibiIity" for Sirhan's 
appeass.

Grant B. Cooper and 
Russell Parsons, who 
along with. Emile Zola 
Berman defended Sirhan 
in one of the nation's most 
celebrated iriait, will 
erve in the capacity of 

"counsel" to the three new

Both Shibley and Jabara' 
are of Lebanese ancestry 
although both were bor^ 
in the United States.

Shibley and Sirhan's 21- 
year-old brothet, Munir, 
visited Sirhan Saturday in 
his Death Row cell in San 
Quentin to obtain his con
firmation in the change of 
attorneys.

"Ele appeared to have 
made up his mind as to the 
direction he wanted the 
case to foUowr," ShibHey 
said. z

Greater EmphasSs
Shibley explained that 

greater emphasis wUl be 
given in appeal actions to 
the problems of Prleetin-- 
an immigaanss and the 
effect it had on Sirhan's 
''diminished capacity" to 
cdnsciuesly premeditate 
and commit murder.

During the 15-week trial 
,the defense was eriticised

' by edms member's of the 
Sirhan family and pro
Arab groups for not cdn- 
centrating more on the 
effecte the Mideast crisss 
had on Sir-han. .

ittorr.syi.
Family Rsqusit

Shibley said he was 
•■ iced to enter the case by 
'b Sirhan family because

.h?— he s'n.ould Jabara, who was here !
oS* t■ns defcnse team durmg part of the trial ; 
eyl w^h-Ha-k^-and has been active in pro- J 
: in prllSii„^rn^rf2Arrb causes, is expected to i 

’ * 'prepare the major parfof |

capacity, he added.
While Cooper and Par- 

_ edne will handle select 
sections of the appeass 
briet, McKiesrck, a 31- 
ysrr•-old criminal law at
torney, will be the man 
directing future court 
batties.

Other Grounds
MeKiseaek told. news

men that among other 
grounds for appeal would 
be the constitutionality of 
capital punishment, issues 
regarding jury .selection 
and composition of the 
County Grand Jury,

Also critical to the ap
peal he said would be the 
question of the pretrial 
arrangement or "dsr"" 
malle by t.n.e district attor
ney's offcce and the de
fense that if Sirnrn' were 
to plead quilty to esednd- 
degree murder he would 
receive no worse than lffe 
impridonmer^.t.

Judge Walker refused to 
accept the arrangement 
and McKiserck said, "It is 
a real issue whether or 
not a trial judge has that 
authority under thie'law7p

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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TWO Arabs on Team to Appeal Case

1 Sirhrn Gets New Lawyers
Appeal before the California 

Supreme Court for Sirhan Bis
hara Slrhan, condemned killer 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, will 
be handled by three new attor
neys, two of whom share Sir- 
hams Arab background.

“Sirhan feels that one of the 
factors that contributed to his 
death snntenne was the situation 
in'Paiesiine. He felt hie should 
have on his eetente team attor
neys of Arabic origin,” George 
E. SMbey, who will head the 
^^011, anioouneed yesterday 
at a press confer'ence in the Am- 
baiiador Hotel where Kennedy 
was shot June 5,19618. /

Oihtrs woriag on the appeal 
wiU be Abennn Jabotra, Detroit, 
Mich., who acedias consultant 
during IirhanllS four-month trial 
here, and/Hollywood attorney 
Luke McKsssack, 31. Shibley, 59, 
onLong Beach, and Jabara are 
U.S.1 citizens but of Arabm ori- 
gm .

senteneed by Judge Herbert V. 
Walker, is now in Death Row at 
Sun Quentin prison.

Cooper said he and Parsons 
‘are reltev(di to have the re-

sponsibility for perfecting the 
appeal shifted...” nxplaiiling the 
“demands upon our economic 
resources and the physical drain 
this past year have been great.”

(IneCiaie page. name of 
newspaper city and itatt.)

-A-3 Herald-Exam.ntr, 
Los Angeles,CaUf.

Shiblty said Sirnan’s diftente 
attorneys Grant B. Cooper and 
Russell E.'^rsohsTwiii assist 
them asyadvisors. “McKissack 

tstimated opening brie’s in the 
appeal will be written in Dtctm- 
ber.

Silvan, condemned to death

—Heial-EEamininer Photo

GEORGE SHIBLEY, LEFT, LUKE McKSSSACK
April 23 by a jury and la^L_Mtorneys me part ° team handling Sirhan appeal
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Sirhan Addp 
2 Attorneys 
For Appeal

(Ineicttn page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

' : Sirhan Bishara Sirhan of Pas—
, £ adena, convicted assassin of 
1 T US' .Sen: Robert F. Kennedy, 
, ; has employed two new attor- 

j neys to head up his appeal from 
? a death sentence. .

, k Replacing Grant B.’Comer 
■ 7 an*Russel1 E Parsons^ Sir—

! h^s Princi p^P attorneys 
throughout the lengthy, murtter 

k trial which ended in Sirhams 
, conviction, are George SMblev

! and Luke MeRis,#^-- S^...-
| . Shrbley, w mamtains an off
, y Ke at WiMngton,' and Me- 

Kissack, a Hollywood, attorney 
, will not bear the entire burden.
' ofJhe_aaanal. filing and hearing.

Cooper said Wednesday he 
> and Parsons would assist them 
k on.™ appeal in the capacity 
d of counsel.”

- £ Sirhan was sentenced.to the 
: f g?s chamber by S^peirior Judge . 
, y Herbert v. Walker and curregt- 
i , W on death row at San Quen- 
! tin Prison. Q .
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1 Kennedy Fined 

4 Times Before
CHARLOTTESVILLE, 

Va (A—Sen. Edward M.. 
Kennedy was convicted on 
traffic charges' on four 
separate occasions in the 
late 1950s. ■

Records, of the Albe- 
marie • County Court dtk-' 
closed that Kennedy, 
while a law student at the 
University • of. Virginia, 
was convicted of speeding 
65 mph in a,55 mph 
zone in Marchi, 1957, and 
fined $15.

In June, 1958, he was 
convicted of reckeess driv
ing and fined $35. On a 
separate conviction that 
same month for speeding 
—asso 65 in a 55 zone—he- 
was fined $15. A charge of 
operating a . vehicle with
out a license was suspend
ed. Kennedy was convic-- 
ed in December, 1959, of 
faWng'Mstop for a traffic 
fight and fined $10. " ^

(Indicaie page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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‘ DON’T'Q'UJT 
DRIVE1 SET

T TROY, NX (A—From. 
। across .the, country, for
- mer campaign workers 

I ;for the late Sen. Robert 
| ■ F- . Kennedy gathered 
; here Friday night to 
! form a nationwide com
; mittee to k:eep Sen. Ed
I ward M. Kennedy from, 

resigning hir Senate
I reat. ■

, The chairman of the
’ group, Mrs. Nina Wiley

.of Ballston .Spa, N.Y., 
^idtihe campaign work- / 

' err were- called into 
action earlier this week 
in anticipation of Ken
nedy's statement over 
nat ionwide television 
Fr?idayenight. ^..^

(Iodicaee page, na[me of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-7 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif
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Flood 

Lines in Reply

■Massachusetts Thrown 
in Uproar by Kennedy's 
Dilemma on "Accident

‘ By-AsMciafed Press

An editor at the Boston Globe saidA 
".All hell's breaking loose over 

here. IVe never seen it like this . . , 
they’re calling by the millrons." 

• It was impo--ible to jud^ge accur
ately. which way sentiment was 
running; , .

The-GlObe said sentiment in favor 
of Kennedy rsmainmg in office was 
overwhelringg,- but. at the. Boston 
Herald TraVlllr aneditof said •those, 
in favor' and 'those' against him 
remainngg were about even.

(Indicate page,, name of 
newspaper, city and -tatl.)

A A spokesman at the'" Western 
Union ’office in Boston said: "It 

/ seems dike ’we've handed about 
f 95,000 calls -incs Ksinedly was on 
■ tslev'sion. Most of the people send- 
■ hg telegrams are all for him.” ■ ■

_ . , , . , - A similar situation wasrsported‘at
Massachusetts was thrown into al the Ws-tsm Union office in W.oree'te 

3 roar Friday night over Sen. Eld ter,."in the central part of the state!uproar Friday night ...................
Wd ML ■Ksppe4y!s emotinn-chgsgec 
statement on his auto accident las;J
weekend. Kennedy., 37, saidhe; was 
contempaiting resigning. '   .

I-1 LA Times
Los Angeles

Among those calling the-Etosto? 
ureau of the A--OCiatsd| Pre-- was. 
Kenneith p. O'Dopprll, ails t;o Pte-
lent . John F. .KlPPsly|

and longtime frirnd of tty . - .
The -wlichboalds ■ of - virtually 'Kennedy family- ” 

every newspaper and .radio and "i think he'ought to stay 
telev'slon station in the •state were on „ O'Donnell said. Td be 
jammed and Westeni Umon report^emdWpoinited if he did 
ed it was doing a land office "not I' "support' him.- I 
bu'iple'u■ rllayipg telegrams to the thought, he; -howsd to- 
i-spator. ■ ..... . - night the kind of courage
' From barrooms1 to church socials, 
from crowded amusement paries to, 
quiet residential areas, the talk was•

his brothers showed."
Kennedy pleaded guiltyI Kennedy .pisauld guilty 

— was earlier in the day on 
v Klnne^<:Marhaa's Vineyard to leay- 

: ■ , ing the scene of the any

and a year's probation.

"Kennedy . , ; Kennedy .
dy" . . j ing the scene of tne auto

At the"-snat0r'-• Boston office), a accident’ which claimed 
spokesman said three incoming the life of a young woman, 
telephone lines were flooded. i He was given a two-month

"We got about 100 call- in half an’ suspended jail sentehee 
hour and would have had more but and a year's probation, 
people couldn't get through." thej "I would understand full 
spokesman said. "I'dsay about 99% well why some might 
were favea#®"’' ' think it right for me to

" Reaction .to. the senators -tatl- 
mlpt ranged from "fetaiy frank" 
to"Izd0n't believe it."

Date: 7/26/69
Editon: Home
Authior:
Editor:
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resign," the senator said in 
his telev'sed statement.

. "I ask you tonight, the 
people of Massachusests, 
to think ths thing 
through with me and in 
facing this decision I seek 

i your ’advice and opinion."

Charader:

Eivl»y*ody'Ha-^n Opinion 
' ’"Evllybl<y -se^u'to have an 
opinoW one newspaper editor?' .in 
Boston said. "And, they'le calling us 
to tlli. us about it." / Kennldy comes up for

iMni ^xt yeaE^ 
Sent Edward w. grooH

Cla--lficatlpn:

One nswspapee-hhe SprmgflaId 
Union--said it would publish. band's 
tWmWingg. for an impromptu 
election,, _ ■■ ^^-t3

Submltiing Office: LA



(R-Masss.). declined com-chusetts Hcnseir. Monday 
mW on Kennedy's state-Wing Kennedy to ismato 
ment.-in office. • ■

So did Richard Cardinal Big city reaction to the
„ ,. „ „ , statement was as divided
Cushing), Roman Cathohc as that, in the state's 
alcht>rhiQp, of Boston and smaller towns. 1 
longtime friend of the I In Boston, for example,, 

|James J. Kenney, a bar- 
'tender, said he dSsagrred|. 
with Kennedy, but he

Kennedy family.
Rep. Hastings Keith (R

Mass.) said: "I am glad 
that the senator has 
helped t;o clear the air Of 
the rumors. I hope that he 
and we can get back to the 
business at hand."

The Speaker of thie Mas
sachusetts House; David 
Bartley (D-Holyoke), sent

wouldn't elaborate.
But a wanness in the 

same establishment,.Ruth 
Jams, said: "I thought he 
was terrific * . . It could
happen to anyone. I hope 
i’r_dorrn't resign."- IL

In Acton, a small, f 
uent town about 30 miess 

west of Boston, Fletcher
W. Burger, a baking com-Kennedy a telegrtmi say----------o-,-------

mg: "I urge you to con-.pany executive, said he 
thue,your work on behalf had supported Kennedy 
of all of us. Our prayers ~~—1—' ’ ’
are with you."

previously but-would
"think very hard before 

Bart:lry also said he doing so again.
planned to intooduee a "If ths had been my son 
rerOlutfOaLJn_thr=Marrai- or your son," Burger said, 

~ "things could have .gone 
■ differently." ' '

Kennedy received the 
, minimum sentence allows 
:able und.er the law? He'
; could—have received as I 
^muchJrjwoJeamnM
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Support of Mansfield
Majority' Leader Voees 'Full Confidence' 

; but Other Cole»gues Are More Cautious

aid'entip Which■hiSwmiW 
passenger was-.''drownedM 
Kennedy, had been widely . 
regarded as the most glite 
tering personality in the 
party and the man who.;

h could be most,effective, in ■ 
[ raislng■ funds, for pDemocrt-/ 
; tic candidates. He also was ;

BY JOHN H AVERILL

I in demand as a campaign i 
»i speaker for candidates1 fai-«! 

. /; mg reelection next year. .
P But the accident rated i

, WASHINGOON — Sen. 
Wgrard M.. Kennedy (D- 
Mass.) won a prompt vote 
of "full confidence" Friclay 
night 'from his Senate 
leader, Mike Mansfield (D- 
Monh). .

"I want Sen. Kennedy to 
return to the Senate and 
assume his duties as assis- - 
tant majority leader," said 
Mansfield, the Senate ma
jority leader. "He has my 
fud - confidenca and sup-, 
port"- '

A more cautous reactoni 
came from Sen. Edmund 
S. M^ (D-Me.), the..

Times Staff Writer, _ . _ , , _________________________-
: Sena George Aiken (Redoubt as to how, effective j

Vt.), the dean of Senate .Kennedyr might be as a. 
Republicans and one ofitlld-•^ain!^ and whether 
Kennedy^ fellow New h1’ magic as a crowd-- 
Englanders, said he be- W'^r^^f ’I111 remained. | ; 
lieved Kennedy had been, LA. teera1 Democrats । 
damaged politically, par-! 'senator from the Midwest' 
icularly his. presidential said candidates "who have 

1 pro3pec3^ _ ' ; ? : been counting on Ted t»;
"They are not so.good as? rmse $1 mHloon. for them, 

they were"' Aiken saS ^eto se^e for a lot. 
"There are awaysi tho-e ‘With the Democratic, 
who will m^e the most of majority -. in the . Senate;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and 3tttt.)

I-9 LA Times 
Los Angeles

11968 Democrats, vice pw- 
, identical nominee and a,

■; potent presidential con- 
1 tender in 1972.

Muskier told a press con- 
ferencm at Lous-wihe, Ky., 
that the Kennedy telecast 
showed "Kennedy t;he 
mam* a However,, Mu Pte 
added that "obvicuisyy po- 
ittcal questions remain to 
be answered." '

For ., the most part the 
verdict of Kenwiy's Sen
ate colleagues remaned. to 

. bp 'lendeO- Many could 
, not <#.' reacted for com- 
ment©.Others: were .reive- 

'taai■>to••pt3S^.■an fmm^ 
j'uum^
1 . Oo Diftoen Comment•

Among those withhold- 
ins aeu epteon was Sen-

I ’Oo^omme#"* ■'wa&'hbi

SSflaM

somebody's misfortune." 
But Aiken said Kennedy 

"told the truth" and 
should return to the Sen
ate, "the sooner the better 
for his sake.

"He'll soon find out 
whether he. can take it," 
Aiken added, "The pres
sure comes from within."

A high-ranking Senate 
Democratic aide said ho felt the young Massai- 
chusetts senator emerged
from his. ordeal "in gote 
shaver,” adding;, "But I

now down to 57-43, Kenne-: 
dy's misfortune hps been1 
viewed as a blow to his 
party’s hopes of maintain-, 
■ ing control of the Senate.'

Kennedy's troubt3s,; 
some observers, felt,, couldi 
,have .a fallout effect on! 
Democratic candidates, 
who have been particuta|^ 

1V close to ^^ KtSK3il 
family. Those inchdde Serf 

Joseph D. Tydmgs (D- 
Md.) and Rep. John V.1 
Tunney (D-Calif.).. ■

Tydmgs, a .political inti- 
doubt that he is going to mate, of the late Sen.!
concentrate on Massa-Robert F. Kennedy, is
chusetts.'

Effect on Party
expected to have a tough,' 
reelection batted nextEffect on Party ,

Ksow&es^

tel®?iiin). There was a naW:Jo£^ 
grow  ̂concern that Kemf g^MurphyftCtf)|
nedys accident could have '

Kennedy's, is expected cte,

'an • ■adverse, effect on the 
Demoetatte" party's' ' for- 
tmes^n, next "year's, ■con

. gi9Sslo;ngLelectinSL ..
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( „ Despite ■ doubts ' about 
, K®e^s future,WsnW 
expressions of support 

,from some of his close 
Senate friends

: Sen. Fred Hariris (D
' Okla.), who also is Demo
cratic national chairman,; 
.said he was .’confident! 
;that the people of Massa-' 
chusetts will, overwhelm--: 
.ingly support him." . ! 
. "Ted .'Kenitedy has my 
. unclu^lllfied suppoirt," Har-| 
: ris said. ■
. Sen. George S. McGoV-’ 
elm (D-S.D ), who made 4n 

■ nsuccessful atemytk for 
the Democrat president 
si nomination last year 

I after ..Robert..' Kennedy's 
'death, said: . /
ft "I .share. Sen. KenmeMs 
Hope that he will have the! 
. feEngth-toputth^W 
Jly behind him and to 
jcontinue t.he briliiant 
1 career I beUeve history 
:Bas marked for him. My 
3heart goes out .to-him.ajH 
'Jis family as wdlM to t(e 
family of tlie splendid g& 
;who was kW’ * . ^i
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Kennedy Asks PubE 
Aid in Deciding

t

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

“ .BY RONALD -J..OSTRpw:.an^•D0Nd®W^
Wrids'

I-1 LA Times 
Los Angel.es

l . - “ - i ? ! Timet St! 

J HYANNIS .PORT^sse — Sen./ 
EdwoidlM-KenniedyL^ ques
tioned Friday ' night on ,nationwide:
television whether he should resign 

: his Senate seat, ■ . '
Kennedy coupled a fuller explana

tion of his actions following an 
automobile accident that drowned 
his woman passenger with a plea to 
Massachusetts. citizens' to help him 
decide whether to remain in the 
Senate.- ■ / . - ' ' X ; ■

Asking his conithuenis■‘for their,

Jk The speech, broadcast from th.e' 
livuig room of Joseph p 'Kenneciy's. 
tiouse inside the family compound at 
Hyalnlis Port was an extraordnnaty 
display .of self-doubt by any polity 
cian, but particularly by a. leading 
presidential prospect. .

It came less than 12. hours after 
Kennedy pleaded guilty in Dukes 
County - District Court here to the 
misdemeanor crime of leaving', the 
scene, of fan, accident and received a 
two-month suspended jail sentenced

Pronouncing the sentence which 
automatically put Kennedy on one-

advice and opini,ons on• thedMaoh?' 
Kennedy,, his voice strained with 
•emotion, added: ■ , ..... '
' ■ "In making it, I seek, your pray
ers." . ,

Kennediy. called his more than 9- 
hour delay in-reporting the accident

Text of Sen. Kennedy's statement 
on Page 8, Part 1.

year .probation, Judge Jaimes J. 
Boyle said Kenned? "has already 
been .andwill continue to . be 
punsw far beyond any . sentence 
this court could'impose,'" ,

Kennedy's: speech; which could 
serve the same purpose as • the 
famous "Checkers Speech"- in which 
Richard M, Nixon iolicited the 
support that kept him on the- 
'Repubiican ticket , as the vice pres- 
'idential nominee in 1952, is believed 
to .have- been in PWalattOUL=for 
several days. However, ' it was
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' They returned with him.

, former U.S. at- 
in Boston.

arkh
torn

iujtatoS^ifrom a 'source -cosseTfoT^;^ 
thefW that the final decision i^fe^requ^Fc. - h C0U4n ' 

I go ahetid with it was not reached ! ': s kw
funtn Thurday night..-' se nd tan

In the speech, Kennedy fiHed in 
'some, but not all, of the questions 
lleft by his explanation toJEdgaroown 
■police last Saturday of the accident 
। and the hours that .followed. •

Asks the Tim®
- Peachey said Kennedy 
asked him the time and 
the hotel owner told him it 
was 2:25 a.m. Kennedy 
rrtur■nid to .his room,

_, „ Peachey said,, malting no
to the sc®1® of tte wreck reference to the accident;. 
and jotaed in the rescue Peachey said he watted j 
|Ut®mlpns. * j until after Kenn e d K s [

,lTh®^rhtrenuoun=e^orts)| ।statement to .speak out ' 
ii(deritken at some ris#1 becausse he was not crrttiu 
to their own lives, also8

। He spoke w of the victim, 
Mary-Jo-KOpec __28k a.formef 

, s®cr®taryane campaign aidejo hs 
;late brother,-,_n. Robert F. Kenne- 
' dy, caUng her a "gentee, kind and- 
idealistic" person., , • . ' . proved fruitless,"' Kenne-

. Kennedy said he in
structed Corgan and

। ■ Kennedy was driving •Miri^;:ly said. 
, Kopechne from a reunion, on near-by d 
■ Chappaquiddcck Iittmd of workere :& 
his brother's 1968 presidential cam-L, 

paign when his,' 1967 Oldsmobile: M' T , , . , „
punsf nsw “St »8 £ igSkS

:arkham "not to alarm
plunged, off a narrow bridge mto 8 
feet of swiftly moving water. . Cottage; Ins-eemd, they 

drove to "the ferry but 
found the ferry service 
had closed down for the

Kennedy said there is "no truth— 
no truth whatever—to the widely 
circuaaeed suspicions of immoral 
conduct that have been levee-edl at

that the man was Kenne- 
■ dy-

The following morntag 
Kennedy said he returned 
to Chappaquiddick .'Mand 
and attempted to call 
Burke Marshall on a pub
lic telephone near the 
ferry. Marshall, an inti
mate friend of the Kenne- 
dys, was an assistant at
torney general for civil 
Kights when Robert Ken 
jedy was attorney generl: 

t Kennedy, rectlltag t|i 
’"scrambeed thoughss" that 
went through his mind 
during the. time immedi-! 
ately following the ac-

night. • , ■ , -
. Kennedy said he। my behavior and hers regtrding

' that evening.. There has never been l. . . .- .,
’ anyS.^^ betWeen us of M d tapulsively ^^
' ''Only reasons of health" prevented tcrrosn the t150-1^^^™^-’ 
his w'fe, .loan, from attepdhg§^the I®^ Cerary Owning 

,reumom^rniedy ^. . ,^Presumably, Gargan and ,
. Wi<eesprea<i Rumor Denied - . ' Markham rttyed on shonen ।

The Marrtchuretts senator went There was no expItnatOin 
on to deny perhaps' the most for their apparent ftilure . 

:wddespeead rumor concerntag th® to summon pohce or other | 
accident:: . aid. I

f cident, said he wondered
"whether some awfu 1

■ 1 . "Nor was I drivtag under. the! Kennedy said he re- 
,inlluenee of liquor," he said. ' turned to his hotel, the
j After his car plunged' into the 
water, Kennedy said he .thought "I

■ • was for certain drowntag."
1 He said he rtrulggheI to the surface 
and then made repeated efforts t.o 
rescue Miss Kopechne, but these 
efforts only increased his - utter

Shiretown Inn, about 2 
a.m. and "collapsed in my 
room." He said he recalled 
going 'outside his room 
later and saying some
thing to the room cterk.

Russell Peachey, a co-

curse did actually- hang 
over the Kennedys H. .' 
whether somehow the aw
ful weight of this mcred--) 
hie incident might in some, 
way pass from' my shou--!
ders." ,
? "This last week has be®l 
an agonizing one for me1

land the members of iy 
'family," Kennedy sail 
"The grief we feet. . . witt 
remain with us the rest 
four lives."exhaustion and alarm. . owner of the Shiretown,

Kennedy said he lay on the grarr,lrtld Friday night th^ - 
presumably on the bank of the [Kennedy had come down i 
channel, for "an undetermined the stairs from his room at , 
time." 2:25 a.m. and said he had

Instead of summornng help fi-om been awakened by the :
nearby, Kennedy said he wakad- the: nosse . .from th 
1.2 mil.ess.back t,o the cottage where,! Inn next' door. 
the reunoon was being held and f ~ “



•'’ZSCeveats^^ Judge Boyle Frday 
■ me^•\jmy ;adS.A^^ cited WijA
of guilt this morning," 
Kennedy said, "raise the blemished record of the

defendant;" and t,he fact 
that he had not attempted' 
to conce_al his involvement!?. 
LUnder Massachusetts 

1W, the suspended sen
tence will . automaticfflisr 
place the 37-year-old sen
ator under a year's proba
tion, newsmen ..were' 'told 
by Dukes County Special 
Prosecutor Walter-E. 
Stade. Kennedy's ' proba
tion officer will beTMlrs. 
Helen Tyra of Edgartown, 
the largest village on the

question in my mind of 
, whether my standing 
among the people of my 
state has been so impairod 
that I should resign my 
seat in the United States 
Senate," ' '

Notnng that Masaa- 
'chusetts has been repre
sented in the Senaite by 
such historic giants as 
John Quincy Adams, Da
niel Webster and his as
sassinated brother, John 
F. Kennedy, he said thie
state's citizens are entiUed resort island of Martha's 
to representation by "men I Vineyard, Steele said. / " ' 
who inspire their utmost I Steele said the guilty 

■ c-nfieeni!e.', , plea ended the case asfr
, The only outsiders pre-' as he was concerned.;As.in 
' sent-when .Kennedy delir-1 all cases, he aeeed, if therei 
aired the speech w-Jreiis new informatinn ■/■"'we' 

. Is dozenyteleySs-0)n. tecMn--Would take another Took*" 
diansTTAlkeporie  ̂were — -------------------------- J 

I barred from ithe?Kehhedy
compound. V ■' J

1 Present were the, sena
tor's wie>, his sister,yean', 
and her husband, Stephen 

i Smitimanother sister; Pat 
। Lawford,, and t,heir moth- 
j er/ Mrs. Rose Kennedy, 
!,and "other. -friends.." ~ac- 
I cording to a Kennedy aide?.



1 KENNE.DYS CLEAVE COURT---Sen Edward M. after he pleaded guilty of leaving scene of fata 
I Kennedy (D-Mass.) emerges from Dukes County auto accident. Kennedy was given a two-monhl 
courmouse in Edgartown, Mass, with wife Joan suspenddd sentence and was placed on probation

W Wirephoto
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Hospital Kwkus i
By J. ROBERT SMITH ('

. Staff Writer <'
A jury of nine women and three mien in Pasade- • 

na Municipal Court Tuesday acquitted Shariif Bis- j 
har-a Sirhan, 33, who was charged with creating a I 
disturbance at St:. Luke Hospital last March j 
28. • . , ' " r

, Shariif, the brother of convicted assassin Sirhan (' 
Bishara Sir-han, had gone to the hospital to see an- ; 
other brother, Saidaiaih, 36, who had been taken ] 
thei-e suffering from, injuries recieved in a traffic , 

; accident that day. , ■ .
While in the intensive care room, Shariif was ar- I 

rested by Pasadena Police Lt:. R.. E. Smith and ! 
charged with the crime. . . ,

Accordmg to testimony, Sharff was stopped on 1 ‘ 
, Arroyo Parkway early in the mornmg and issued, a j 

citation by Californaa Highway officers for speeduig . 
' on the Pasadena freeway. ’ I

While the citation was being written Smith jomed j 
the group, and after learmng that Sharif was on his i 

. way to the hospital also wound up there. ।
' Testimony revealed that he folto’tyed Sirhan into i

. the intensive room area and after what the officer 
termed a disturbance, he arrested Sirhan. ,

Commenting on the verdct, Long Beach attorney 1 
George E. Shibley said/ "I think Smith persecuted । 
my client. I don’t want 'to attack the Pasadena po- । 
lice department became they have been very kind i 
to theSirhan family, however, I feel that there was 

,some personal motive that Smith had.” .
j Sharif had testified that Smith had said to hint, 
“We are going to shoot you all,” while the.CHP offi-' 
cers were writing the citation. Shariif also ttold the

, jury that Smith had puUed his gun on him, which 
kthe officer denied. . . 1

Regarding the ver-dcct, Judge Daniel L. Fleteher - i 
saj to t:he jury, “I want the jury to know we appr-e- j . 

; ciare the time and effort spent in this case, and I ! 
। respect the verdict.” . . ।
I Assistant City Pr•ostcutor Dave Press comment- j
ed, “It’s difficult for me t:o see how the jur-y could | 
arrive at such a verdict uneess t:hey bought the de- | 
fense counsel's argument on dimnuhhed mental । 
capacity.” ... !
ySnaru'.hadi testified that he had no. memory of I 
creating any dist:urlaalice at the hospital; h ' _ I

(Iildliatrte page, name of 
newspapet, city and state.)
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Arraigned on

Traffic Counts
exclusive to The Timas from ' 

, a Staff Writer -

OCEANSIDE - Adel 
Bishajra Sirhan, elder 
brother of the slayer of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
was arraigned Thursday 
in North San Diego County 

i Municipal Court on misde
meanor charges of drun
ken driving, .speeding, 
driving without a license 

i and driving on the- wrong 
side of the road. , ■ •

Sirhan, 30, who lives at 
696 E. Howard ■ St. . in 
Pasadena,.pleaded in
nocent before -Municipal 
Judge Charles Roick and 
asked to be.■represente-l•.by■ 
a. public defender. A jury 
trial was scheduled for 
Oct;. 2. ' .

Sirhan was arrested late 
Wednesday after police: 
said they observed -him 
.driving erratically in 
downtown O ce-ansi d e. 
Upon his -arrest- police 
said, Sirhan refused, to 
make telephone calls and 
objected, to being photo
graphed. He was rehaudd 
on his own recognizance 

i after Thursday's arraign-

I His brother, Sirhan 
. Bishara Sirhan, is under a 
death sentence for his 
first-degree murder con- 
Vjctio&in the death of 

• 'Kennredyr in 1968^ ~W

(Indccaee page, name of 
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By J. ROBERT SMITH
Staff Writer , -

1 Memories of the Sirhan, Bishara Sirhan assassination^ trial in :
I Los Angeles wer-e still being recalled in . a Pasadena courtroom 
1 Monday as his 33-year-old brother, - Sharff Bfehara Sirban, contin-
,uedhis verbal explosives.-. ^

'Sirhan is charged with disturbing the peace al; St Luke Hospi- 
■ tallastMarch 28, after his br-other-Saidallah had been taken.there 
1 suffering from injuries suffered in a traffCe accident./ • - .
! Several times Municipal Court Judge Daniel L. Het^ ad-
( monished Sirhan not to volunteer any infOImaation and to take the 
। advd of his lawyer. ; k
' An irriatied defenee attorney, George E. Shibley who many 
times had chided Sirhantabout his actions asked Judge Fletcher,

i ‘‘May I swear at him in Arabic?” '
1 ’Sirhan became infuriated when he was being cross-examined
। by assistant Dep. CityProsecutor Dave-Press. . - >
) Like Ms convicted br-other Sir-hain, Shariff claims that he cannot.
, remember some of the 'incidents that are aUeged to have taken 
place at the hospital which led to his-.amst. , ' ,

- : He is basing hits defense on diminished capacity-,, the-same as i 
। his brohher’s.' In that phase Se tettiiudl that he had* been under a 
J doctor’s rare for tension and nerves, since the attattinatiln of Sen.
' Robert F. Kennedy, and the aHeged shooting at his br-other Said
- allah on the Pasadena Freeway. ' ■ • ' . ”

Sirhan testified that he was unable to remember having blown 
' up in court earlier in the day. He said, "I have often teen ttol.d by 
my mother that I have no memory of when I blow up.”

, His brother also claimed that he had no memiory of having 
I written in some notebokks. ' - ■ , -

The jury trial resumed this mornrng in Dept:. 4, 321' E. Colo
! rado Blvd.- .. . • • ' ■
i Meanwhik,, it was learned in Washington that the government's 
effort to deport Munir Bishara Sirhan, 21, who is attendinig his 
brother’s triad, was placed befor-e the Boar-d of -immigrtaifon Ap
peals Monday. , . *

The deportation casse against Munir, a natt™-of Palestine!, has 
■ been under way tinte hiis conviction of potti!ssion and trantier.ofls 

marijuaad, Oct. 13, 196>6i. ,
The Appeals Board,took the case under advisementA. . '
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? SnRHAN BROTHER TRBDL 
' IN HOSPITAL ROW TRIAL

tionally upset over his brother’s 
trial, then in progress.- : ,

He tsstifled he had been under 
a doctor's care and had been 
taking pills and injections at the 
time of the incident. 1 • •

Sharif’s attorney, George. E. 
ShiMey, said his client could -not 
be held responsible for hisac- 
tions becauee of his “diaalsisned 
mental capacity.” -

, Sharif Bishara Sirhan, 37, 
brother of the condemned slayer 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, has 
been acquitted of disturbing the 
peace charges. :
. - He pleaded “dimiIusned men
tal capacity” yesterday, the 
same defense used by Sir-han 
Bishara Sirhan—now 'on San 
Quentins death row.

A nin-woman, three-man. Mu
nicipal Court jury dslibsraSed 
three hours before findmg Sir
han innocent of creating a dis

t turbanes4 at the intensive-care 
unit of St. Luke’s a Hospital 
March 28. j

Another brother, Saiiallah, 36, 
was being treated there after 
being in an automobile accident.

Sirhan said he had been emo
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; False Arrest
Suit Filed by 
Sharif Sirhan

' A claim of an estimated 
$100,000 for false arrest was/ 
filed Tuesday against a Itasa- 
dena police lteutenant and/the 
City of Pasadena by-Sharf B.

' Sirlani, brother of convicted
; ’mUrderer Sirhan “Bishara Sii-- 

han. --------- 7-------- ------
' The claim was filed by Shar

if’s attorney, George E. Shibley,'
. of Lining Beach, who defended
. hims, and is reported to be a 

new addition ,tto the appeal staff
. of attorneys in the convicted 

murdeeer’s casse. '
1 The claim was directed to
. t:he Pasadena Board of City 

Directerrs, and R. E. Smith was 
named as Ithe arresting offi
cer. The matter,is expect:ed to

i be on the agenda of the next .
• board meeting. .
' Sharff was acquitted two

week:’ ago. by a jury of a charge
: of dirturbSng the peace at St.
, Luke Hospital, test March 28.
; Sharif is claiming special
। dam'ages estimated between 
I $1,500 and $5,000, and general 
; damages in t:he sum of $100,000 
I for malteoous arrault and bat
' tery, personal injur•itr, falre ar

rest and malicoous prosecuteon.
He is seeking damages in

. curred by posting of bal bond, 
| expenees for attorney’s fees, 
| medical and other treatment, 
I loss of earrings, and damages 
' to his reputation. .
। The claim is Ithe result of.

Sharif being arrested by Smith 
. in t:he intensive care ward of 

■ the hospilalS, where another 
brother, ' Saidallah, had been 
taken foUowtag a traffic acci- 

. | cent:.
The case was unruccersfuUy

• pr■ortcut:td by arsistant city 
prosecutor Dave Press.
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( WASHINGTON (UPI) - A 
psychiatrist said Sunday That 
Sir han B. Sirhan let himself be 
found guilty of first degree 
murder in the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and be 
sen fenced to deathrather than 
!admit he is' a schizophrenic.
,7‘®rhan^wants 'everybody to 
consider him.' ■ a ■’ cool and 
rational assassin,” said Dr. 
Bernard I. Diamond, a psychi
atric witness in the trial. “He 
believes himseff' to be a 
fantastic martyr who by his 
noble act of self-sacrifie 
has served ■ his people, the 
Arabis and become a great 
her0.” ' ‘ .

In an,' interveew. ;,prnieed . in 
Psychology .‘Today,,' .Diamond 
said that “Sirhan is ready to 
dfe ina the gas chamber ' to 
protect this heroic fantasy”’

. Diamond, 56, professor of law 
and psychiarry at the Univers-- 

.ty^of Caldornaa and .acting dean 
of-tBerMey University's- School 
oft Crimnoog^w -persons 
accused^fseeoiUus crimes 
■frequentry conceal mental ill- 
nessy even,- though . it would 
constitute an ;adequaee: defense. 
ai. . ihelr<-iriab^) ■>

, Diamond, who put' Sirhan 
under hypnosis during . his 
pretrial examinaiions, said the 
defendant as an Arab child in 
the first Israeli war underwent 
.bombing andshelling and that 
his condition ■deierioaaeed after 
lie came to the United Statees.
“ . . he becaimt..preoccupied 

with re.v■o■lutinp, violence, 
dreams fgWyM, power and 
becoming’, the'“saviorjf.Jis 
peopl!’”liheLPsrffi
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This Week in

Kennedy Case
WILKES - BARRE, Pa. 

(UPI) — Presiding Judge. 
Bernard C. Brominski of 
Luzerne County Court 
will hand down a ruling 
this week on a Massa
chusetts request for an 
autopsy on the body of 
Mary Jo Kopechne, killed 
in Sen. Edward. M. Kenne
dy's car.

"Pm working on it right 
now and I'll work through 
the Labor Day weekend," 
the judge said Saturday. "I 
expect I will announce my 
decision next Tuesday or 
Wednesday." ’

■Judge Brominski said 
his decision would be on 
whether he bias the aus 
thprity or jurisdiction to 
order exhumation and au
topsy of the girl's body, as 
requested by Dist. Atty. 
Edmund Dinis of New 
Bedford, Mass.

Asked to which court 
Dinis might appeal if 
Brominski held that he 
Hcked jurisdiction, he re
plied:

"That's Mr. Dinis' prob
lem. I'm not being face
tious when I say I don't 
know. My probeem is a 
ruling on the motion."

Dinis was preparing for 
■ the start of an inquest 

Wednesday at Edgaroown, 
Mass., into Mi sis
Kopechne's death. ■'

Brommsks's ruing will 
come on a motion filed on behalf of the girl's 
parents, Mr-, and Mrs. 
Joseph Kopechne, of Berk
eley Height's, N.J, who 
asked the court to reject 

tihe Dinis request, charg- 
vg it failed Ito set forth 
V -findeat facts to .warrant 
- X;Atopsy. y 
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' BY RON EINSTOSS 
Times Staff Writer

The judge who presided 
over one of the most

f The ^hmnl:rs Jhat^led 
Icountless atterneys ~to 

guilt or in- LchaUcne'e .him for preju- 
hs penalty fdice—indirectly conceding

Wanted Jury DecLina 
"I didn't want the deci-

"Sion on his 
'.hoecnee or
.determined by a bunch of 
psychiatrists, but by a 
jury," he said last week in 
this sycamore tree-covered 
.patio.

'they did not have a very 
' good narc--apecared to 
; begin softening five years 
ago, just about the time 

; the Crimhaal Courts Bar
He was referring, he; Assn, (compseod of th°.

।‘said, to the fact that Dist. 
:Atty. Evehe J. Younger 
agreed to accept a defenses 

coffer to plead guilty (in 
; exchange for a life prison
Acrm) because psycbia.-

same attorneys) paid spe
cial tribuee to him at its

' ann.ual dinner,
"His standards of fair

ness and justice have been
in. the highest tradition ofe-m*/ be^uow psycha-^ n. the ^ugy^cou nauiuuil o

So,1?,,. ,ls ??,./„ kdrists who examined Sir-Huditial responsibility," 
natilons history oificlal■y.han said he nnght ■ not : was the inscription on the 

g po.retired over the weekend
from the Super: 
bench.

ftaed to his Glend

urt

home

have fully understood the
- nature and consequcnees 
of his heinous act that

(Indiiaale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

recuperating fro a heart 
attack suffered July -j-- 
harely six weeks Wter he 
formally sentenced Sirhan 
'S. Sirhan to death for the 
assassination, of Sen. R.ob- 
,ert M Kennedy.
. Although hie hais hung 
up his robe, Judge Walker 
will, not debate what was 
the most coctrovessial de
cision of his lengthy and 
dirtingsichcd career, 
which included neariy 16 
years on the bench.
' Early in the Sirhan trial, 
hie vetoed an agreement 
which woudl have permit
ted Sirhan to plead guilty 
to first-degree murder m 
feturn for We impisoDi- 
,mm). .

The crusty, whiCe-haird.d 
I and. bushy-browed jurist 
►maintains that he was 
Correct in ruing that the 
public was entilled to hear 
Trom the v^hn:r^! stand all. 
thT-factS in the historic 
case)'

P Walker's entire career as ■ 
■3. publk: servant, which ' 
:began in 192S when he 
became a deputy commis- 
ciohcr of norporattcns for 
' tire state, has been marked 
,by one trait — stubborn- 
,khcrr.
Q In 1943, when Walker ' 
wis appointed chief depu- ; 
fly district attorney (suc-; 
'.ceed ing, coincidcnaal ty, 
?Sirban's chief counsel, 
Grant B. Cooper), thm- 
■Wiist. Atty. Ered N. ldow- 
' ser described it in another'

’No one is going to push'
••him. (Walker) around,

plaque presented to him.
Expiained Walker last 

week:
Some Opposition .

"No one ever accused me 
of being easy, but yes, I 
suppoee you can say I 
mellowed as I gained ex
perience and began tem
pering my judgment with 
mercy.

"But it didn't bother me • 
when they said I was a 
lough judge because I 
always felt 1 was right.

"I could always sit alone 
wit^h myseff iin peace."

There were some judges 
here who opjposed Walk
er's selection to try the 
important Sirhan case.

A younger man was

I-A 8 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Califo

, . needed, they thought, not-
■ - And no one, Walker says ing that the t.iiial would be 
1.proudly, ever has. a demandmg and lengthy

Once known as a tough Jone' ■ .
'iudee — perhaps because But last Sept). 19, after he/ g,judge — perhaps because
the has sentenced 20 men returned from a trip, to 
‘to die—Walker mellowed Eu1'0^1; With his wile,
,in recent years as he/Ah.—g—
"seemed to enjoy his status! ^gnmem that was
'•as the dean of the criminal 
court, bench in Los._An- 

geles’County. ” “

hce, Walker got the-a
to oe
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lhSTCnPe■0’OiS? vf hY^^^^ Not Emotions -_..Walksr aal•ceOdth_ai^• ’
beba^TH Hs phloosophy on the se-bions that the most' 
bettor tilled one of the | bench these’many yems,. neglected part of criminal

1 he enid, has always been to law is to°- WUe • slnphasis.
, follow'the hiw. , " -on rehabilitation of con-'

Even now he won't say v’mted felons’. ■ ■ . ■
; whether he psrtont.lJy fa- • The proNem of reteb^ 
! vors capital puiushment, ^t-ng th.e mmuml. who. 
noting that the only thing''httLe b)ssol in: jail for so. long 
important to him is that it hie becomes institutiona-- 
it Urn law in Califorma,' ■ ’zed aso must be. .solved,.

A lay lsa■eer in the according to WaUeer. • • .
- He thinks Callfornta is

main, criteria established 
by then-Presiding Judge 
Donald R. Wright and 
Judge Richard Schaucr, 
who headed the criminal 
departments of Superior 
Court;: The judge picked to 
try Sit-han woutd have to 
have wide criminal court 
experience.

' Because Sirhan's con
viction. is being appeaeed, 
Walker discusees it cau
tiously, repeating what he 
said when the jury 
reached its verdict:

"I thought then, and I've 
heark nothnig since to 

■ change my mind, that the 
jjury's escition -was a cor
rect one!."

He also says all the facts 
were brought out during, 
the trial and that all the 
"pertinent'' questions' 
were answered.
. "I am convinced-nud 
there is absolutely no cre- 
dibee evidence to the con- 
llary—that there was no 
conspiracy to kill Sen. 
Kennedy"" he declared.

.-In rejecting the offered 
plea agresmsot, he said he 
never considered the fact 
that such an arrangement 
woukl save the court's 
time Md the taxpayers' 
money.

"Justice is not measured 
by eilhsr time or money 
and I've never let those
fectoos-in.any .casee--es_Juts a.lasting contribution’ 
Mrmnnejny escltlon," he to American law"-/>r ■ 
saidL ■

Episcopal Church, .which , .
opposes the ke•at.h. pen:tltv the most advanced of all 
as a matte-' ti,•principlS t^tlet in 
Walker .does, however

, statss in this .respect, whir
________ , is preseotsncmg reports, 

.maintain that capital- pu'-, • d iagnostic examinations 
nishment is not cruel and' '.and indetermmtee sSh-? 

.'unusual or bar-bark. A- •’tencing.. '.y-
And he believes it serves.'Andhe believes it serves • The parole system, he 

s a eltsrr ent,’..•even? said, is a good one, al
’ ' ' ~ ”t though errors are madethough he presided over a 

preceeent-tetting. hearing 
. that may.lead' to its aboli.- 

। tioh. ’
In November, 1967, he 

rejected an ACLU conten
tion that the death penally 
is unconstitutional in the 
caes of Robei't E. Thorn
ton a convicted kidnaper, 
robber and sex pervert.

Could Be Decisivemm . . Right How AHI. AH
that case now; rr on'- dumps because. T feci 

appSnl, aok -■thsorstica]l[y7■help)ese," he said" ^ 
could be .the' one 'that...
totode the death knell for 
capital-punihhmnnt. ’ '

At the conclusion of the' 
12-day hearing, Gsrald 
Gottlieb, one of the ACLU’.’ 
lawyers, said of Walker,, 
despite his akvsrts ruing:

'"His labors will. cOotti-

"became it is operated by 
men who are subject to. 
making mistakes." ..

The Walkess have three 
children, one of whom, 
Herbert W. Wakker, prac-; 
tices law in Santa Ana.

It will be about three 
months., before Judge 
Walker’ i will be - abler to. 
liseums a normal life. ”

"Right now I'm. in the
so



JUdge-Herberl V. Wojker
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Sirhan Case Shows Error .in 
Swallowing Psychiatry Whole

BY MARTIN L. GROSS -
The spectacle earlier this year of 

opposing psychiatritts debating the1 
mental condition of assassin Sirhan 
Sirhanprovided disquieting 
thoughts for a nation which has 
given extensive "police powers" 
over to tiie psychiatric profession 
under our archaic laws of forced 
commitment for the mentally ill.

Estimates place Rie mental insti
tution population at a half million, 
90% of whom have been incarcerat
ed against their will. Widespread 
involuntary commitment began at a 
time in our history when "insanity" 
still conjured up images of hostile, 

■ dangerous souss. Today, with psy
chiatric pharmacology reducmg vi
olent behavior and with better 
understandmg’ of patient needs, 
several European nations reserve 
the "ponce power"' against the 
mentahy ill only for special occa
sions, permitting the great majority 
to enter -and-leave hospitals .at will.

In America, for t;l the platitudin
ous comments about mental ilbeess 
being "like any other sickntss,!' it 
is still treated much like a crime, 
generally with the patients? incar
ceration and removal of his civil 
rights upon court commitment after 
certfritatinn by ptychiatrists.. Thus 
lot;t of .rights includes votngj, sign
ing of contracss, driving a car, 
spending one's own money and 
other activitits taken for granted in 
a dvhized communtyy. , -

' Shouldn't society be protected 
against possible harm, from the 
mentaUy ill? Dr. Thomas Szasz, 
professor of psychiatry at the State 
University of New York:, and outspo
ke defender of patienss' rights, 
poms out that such harm is 
generally not a threat, and that 
PJietn!tS-art deprived of liberty for 
tne convenience of the crmmun'ty.

—1 Commitment shields the 'honl, 
hospitalited members; of sodey* 
from having to accommdaate the 
annoying or idiosyncaatid demands , 
of persons who have not' vioaated 
any criminal statuees," he writes in 
the current University Review. ,

This prominent and controvessaal 
psychiatrist also challenges the ac
curacy of the medical-semantic term 
"mental inness" for which he has 
been under heavy attack by his 
crlteagets. But on the question of 
depriving a patient of liberty, in 
order to treat him (or her), Dr. Szasz 
has presented potent .charges and 
cogent unanswered questions.

i Patienss with ctnctt and heart 
i disease may be dyhllt, but they are 
not legally forced to take treatment. 
Why are supposed victims of mental 
iHness requieed to undergo therapy 
against their will even if they are 
judged as not harmful to others? .

Dr. Szasz brings 'to mind the 
I Sirhan psychiatrlc fiasco with an- 
1 other forthright charge. "Proballyy 
the mostdangeruuseffectof invohi;n- 
taily psychiarric inteiwentmns ma 
mass society comes from the trend! 
to accept the testimony of psychia
tric 'experts' as 'scieh.t.fiic' and 
therefore 'true,'" he says. "Thus one 
man's rpmion of ahotntt’ receives 
much more weight than it should.,"

Despite continual disagreement by 
.ptycniatritts in individual sanity 
cases, tiie psychiatric protettion’s 
faith in i':t own expertise is not 
tnakehl This was illustrated by a 
reprttentative of the American Psy
chiatric Assn, testifying before a 
House hearing on the "CrnttiUutinn- 
al Rightis of the MentaUy Ill"' The 
ptycntatrist intelligently criiicited 

: removal of paRenss' civil rights and 
! the discouragement of voluntary 
‘ treatment, but prvs•umptuo^tsty 
asked that involuntary committment 
be made'even vatier. K" ' ' "
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' ^Je^yested that the patisntoeed ■ 
not be "notified" of the court action 
against him, and be commiSSed■ 
simply by "an application to the - 
hospital by a close relative or a 
friend, and certification by two qua- 
Iffied psychiatrists that they have.

■ examined the subject and found him 
to be mentally ill." •

_ In the name of. healing, psychiatry 
is seeking even greater police pow-. 
er. Dr. Szasz believes that most 
commitoienss stem from family 
desire to eliminate one bothersome 
member, a trend that would be 
encouraged by easier psychiatric 
commitment. The danger to the 
patient is not unreat. A. former • 
governor of Ohio has stated that half 
the commiitted paSienis over 65 in 
the state's mental institutions were 
later found not to be menta.Hy ill.

■ What about the patient who may 
be dangerous to himseff, if not to 
others? Dr. Szasz has expeessed the 
opinion that phtentiany euiceial 
patiente should not be restramed ■ 
indefinitely just because they might 
kill themselves, inferring that men
tal hospitais can never be free 
medical enviromnenis if that fear 
paralyzes their operation.

* .
Hir■tecommeneatiolrs? The end of 

involuntary commitment for tine 
non-criminal mentally ill. All the 
quari-crmlnial trappmgs of mental 
hosp! trliiahon — commitment, 

• locked doors, fingerprinting, loss of 
civil rights—shordd be abolished. 
Most patiente, he is convinced, wouM 
voluntarily rssk help if the penal 
atmosphere ■ of the system were 
elimnatted. Mental illness, he adds, 
should not . be used as an excuring 
condition in criminal triass. •

Dr. Szasz's argument are charged' . 
with emotional and inls!liecOual fer- . 
vor. Undoublsdly shme. homicidal- 
prone menial patienss need to be 
tes>trainilf, but the cogency of many 
of. Dr. Szasz's arguments cannot-be g 
denedtr - .
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Sirhan Mother Plans
United Natio^ns Plea

. Mrs. Mary Sirhan, mother of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's assas
sin, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, is en 
route to New York City today, 
intent on pleading the cause' of 
both .'her son and the Arabs of 
Palestine before the United Na
tions.; .

■ However,, a U.N. spokesman 
in New York said yesterday .that 
no message had been received 
from Mrs. Sirhan and ‘nio indi
vidual can address the General 
Assembly” under its rules- of 
procedure. A 
i The ^-year-old Arab immi- 
1 grant woman left her Pasadena 
home yesterday after an emo- 
tomal news conference at 'which 

■ she announced she had asked 
Secretary General U Thant for 
15 minutes Iio speak -before, the 
UN's ■ General^ Assembly,. " She 
said. she. had no indicatio.n 
whether the international „ body 
woulid agree to hear her plea. - 
i Mrs. Sirhan, her son Munir, 
22,/and a family friend whose 
identity was not disclosed are 
'traveling to'New'York id a I’ent- 
edjar. ' ' ”;"'

She ^aid yesterday sher had

t.etegraphed Thant .saying she' 
expected to arrive at the UN 
Monday. ( 1

■ If she is not • admitted to a 
General Assembly .session, she' 
said, she. will attempt to speak 
from the steps of United Nations1 
headquartersMqet . • J 
:-Mrs. Sirhan said she had con
ceived of the trip months ago, 
and had finally decided to make 
it after a recent visit to her son 
on San Quentin’s death row.

She described' Sirhan, now 
waiting out an appeal on his 
death semenee, as acting like a 
“rat in a trap/” ■ '

The grey-haired dimmutiee 
Arab woman said she would ap
peal to the UN for her son, for 
aH others awaiting' the death 
sentenee in Calffornia, for world 
[peace and the cause of the Pa-. 

.^ler^ii^aan, Arabs. , ’ ^ 1 £
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Mr's. Sirhan Hopes toTalk 
at U.N. 'in Search for Peace'

BY DAVE SMITH ^
Times Staff Writer s, \

The mothe¥ of the assassin of 'Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy said Wednesday 
she is going to New York to try to. 
talk to the United Nations "in search 

. for peace.." . ;
■ "I will‘take' only a few-minuees," 

she promised. . •
In New York, however, a- U.N. 

spokesman said that under the ruees 
of the world organization "no indivi
dual can addeess the General Assem- 
biy." , . '

Mrs. Mary Sir-han, in a front porch 
news conference at her modest 
white frame house in Pasadena,, 
admitted: ' ■

—She lists not been in contact 
with U.N. officiais. '

—She has .nowhere to stay .in 
New York and knows no one. '

—Her attorneys are opposed to the. 
’ trip and have told her she is too 
. weak to make the trip. •

—Her son, Sirhan Bishara Sir-han, 
now in San Quentin's Death Row, 
does nor yet know of her plan. —

. —And she is not quite 
sur-e what she wants to 
talk about when'she gets 
there. • .

But;, she said, "some
times we simpee people 
. . . They might hear our 
cry to them."

Mrs. Sirhan, 57, said she 
planned to leave immedi
ately after the Wednsdaay. 
mornnig news conference 
with’her son, Munir, 21, 
doing the driving. She said 
a woman friend — "And 
she is Jewish, too!" — 
•would go with them. The 
Sirhans did not name the 
woman. ' . . .
Ms Sir-han, wear-higher 

light blue, polk:a-dotted 
traveling dress, greeted 
rnpor.eess with a broad 
smie and handshake, then 
kA Umm mto-her tiny, 
spotisss lMng room for 
coffee and baklava she 
matoherself. ^=^
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Sha-said that - visits jm 
her imprisoned son have! 
made her determined to 
try to speak at the Untted 
Nations for the last six 
months. "I can't slttp, I' 
can't eat, I can't rest," she 
said, adding that she be
lieved her plea, if she may 
be heard, might in some 
way help her son.

She said she would im
mediately send a'telegram 
U.N. Secretary-General U 
Thant "to tell,him I'm on 
my way."

The telegram, read by 
Munir-, said: "I wish to talk 
before the General Assem
bly next week in search 
for peace in the Middle 
East. I will take only a f:ew 
mLnuess. Jf all goes well 
withWautomoblerTwill

justice." she said, but she 
tcid her plan might in- 

■ fluence ' America to be 
more mercf-ful.

Asked what she would 
do'if she cannot speak, 
Mr-s. Sirhan said, "I wouM 
even stand outside the 
door and say what I think, 
what is in my heart."

Mrs. Sirhan said she has 
had fincncicl har'd times 
in the six months since 
Sirhan was convicted.

But she said she has 
rejected several large of
fer's- from mcgczioet-one 
of $15,000 cod another of

bp-in New York Moo&yLJ"Icaooot take money-for 
Oct. 13. I will ■phsoe you! ™ tWng." she-said^® 
then.'-“Thank - ySU\■vtryH don't sell my son. HonM?-, 
much.".-,, ’ ■ - ''.p^it accept any money for,^ 

■ Mr-s.' Sirhan said she is I noc^t blo°d." ^1«,.,; , ^ 
"not cccuting anyone" be- onShe sck one- son^"Al^l;► 
cause of her son's fate. "1130, is workmg somewhere* 
know America is full of 1 in the state of Wcshiligt<Snt 

and sends money when*?.
I can. 1
! Munir, 21, ,has •'btern’ 
f^nabte to find work since' 
the highly pubikized trial'’.: 
—te has badly Imparled 
tytstght—and' she1 has not.', 
felt emotionally able to'; 
return1 to her old job atja', 
church nursery school, she' 
said. "When you care'fog. 
childeeh,..you must be aW 
to concentrate on 1thtm,l' 
sin said. , v,'

'Mrs. Sir-han said she hck■' 
no .qualms. About’ the trip. 
"God wall be with fs,"-the' 
'said. "God is ev.ery^JJCct•'”

her family.



Mrs. Mary Sirhan
■Times Phat«
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Taiks to Thant Aide

on Mideast Peace
Exclusive to The Times from a Staff Writer

NEW YORK—Tee’ mother of the 
assassin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
attaiiled a partial victory Monday in
,her effort , to appear before the

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
pl/avwpOuOUSsdairr assignM^ '
clothes .security gUiiife^iti^r^ 
Mrs; Sirhan and her son on a private, 
tour of the UN building; At 4p.m., 
ringed by about 30 security guards, » 
Mi’s. Sirhan held a brief news i 
conference for some 40 newsmen, I 
criticizing Zionsjm. ।

! Munir told The Times that his ,, 
mother was "very satisfied" with the 
reception she received, although she J 
wouid have prefereed to fulfill her I 
orignaal aim. !

Hie said they planned to leave New | 
Yo:kjmmltdlaieely on the rrUnD^I•p I 
to their, home in Pasadena.’ .

[United Nations on behalf of peace in 
i the 1Middle East. . | 
i Mrs. Mary Sirhan did not get her | 
;wish to speak to the General I 
.Assembly, but was given a 15- 
minate interview with Undersecre- 
!tary for General Assembly Affairs 
(Constantin A. Stav-ropouious.
’ Bo th Mr’s. Sirhan and U.N. 
jofficials were reported satisfied with 
the compromise. ! 

I The diminutive. Jerusalem-born । 
। moth er of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan ■ 
। told newsmen in Pasadena last ! 
[Wedilesday that sh.e and 'her son, i 
Munir, 21, were departing that I 
after noon by car for New York.
,She admitted shie had had' no 

[previous contact .with UNpfficiass, 
|hutiexpressed-’ confidence that, she 
Iwdmd: get*to set forth her views. She 
IsaidV’he woudi deliver it from the 
Lontsteps, if nrcessirry.

I Telephone Thant's Office I 
( Tlife Sirhans arrived in New York 1 
'e#ly’.Monday and telephoned the 
'office of Secretary-General U Thana. 
Watvare of her intentions-rr her 
Wheteaputs at the time of the call 
—Tliant's aides told her to call back 
at#, .pm. to speak'to Stavropoutous.

Instead; she simply appeared at 
his.,dfide at the appointed hour’.
/Munir told ‘ The. Times that his 

motiier. and Stavropoutous dsscuseed 
the/tension;in the Middle East, the 
tolight^ot homeless Paltstinian re- 
ffuge’e3^0/1 her conviction that the 
§iideast's^troubles were responsible 
fiiH^sons’assassmation of‘Kenne- 
Mnon^^
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MONTH ON DEATH ROW

Siriian las a 10 by 15 
foot private recreation 
yard outside his cell, but 
mostily exerciees with a.

SAN QUENTIN (UPI) 
-sS'irhan B. Sirhan com
pleted his first six months 
of lonely isolation on San 
Quentin Prison's, death' 
row Sunday, awaiting ap
peals on his conviction for 
the aeeassination of Sen.

empty and two mesh steel meeieW ball or by doing 
pushups inside the cell.screens create- a no-mah's 

land 15 feet away in the.
cellblock corridor. '

_ A different guard brings
,Sirhan his two meals each”, 
day and sometime pauses 
for a few words with the1

Robert F. Kennedy;. ■ , young assassin. The other
"Hie is very'qun>t," said- 25 condemned men in the

Associate Warden James unit;, may approach . the . 
iPark. "His routine doesn't ' mesh screens and con- 
change. Lots of. reading,' verse with 'Sirhan, but
very little TV." Park said he doesn't seem

anxious, for-the society, of-The 25-year-old Jordan-- ; ’ ’ ’
.an immigrant is isolated in , other immaees.

. Cell 33, a stark concrete 
and steel enclosure'-on the ' 
prison's, sixth floor. ,The 
cells on either side are

Hie leaves the secluded 
' area, only for medical ap

pointments and to meet 
• visitoss. His mother, 

•brothers and attorneys' 
have averaged about one 
visit a month since .Sirhan 
arrived at San Quentin on 
May 23.

When he leaves, other 
inmates are ordered to 
clear, a 30-foot path .for 
Sirhan and -Mstwo guans.

| Officia-ss fear other prs-so- 
। ners might try to attack.

'(Indicate page, name of 
newspapet, city and etate.)

II-5 Los Angel.es Times 
Los Angeles, Caaif,

the slayer of Kennedy. ,,, , 
"Our basic obligaitiOTi 1Soui base oMi^gaimu n® 

1 porkseprhiiErTu^
until the courts decide his
case,"' 'the, aeeociaee warden 
ea:ieS. , - 1 ' ^ " '
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Srhan Ends First 
6 /Months in Jail

I SAN QUENTIN (UPI)—Siraan
B. Sirhan completed his first 

i six months of lonely isolation 
, on San Quentin prison’s death 
। row Sunday, awaiting appeals 
on his conviction for the 

' assassination of Sen. Robert F. 
, Kennedy. '

“He is very quiet,” said 
Associate warden James Park. 
“His routine doesn't changee. 
Lote of readnig, very little TV."

The 25-yeariOld Jordanian
iimmiganntiis isolated, in Cejl 33, 
a stark /concrete Ya and steel 
enclosure on ■ the ■ prison’s six:th 
floor-. The cells-on:either side 
are empty and two’mesh , steel 
screens create a no-man’ land 

■ 15 feet, away in the cellblock 
corridoe. ■

A dffferent guard • brings 
Sirhan his ‘two meals each day

and sometimes pauses for a 
tew words wit;h the young 
assassm. T'he other 25 con
demned men in the unit may 
approach the mesh screens and 
converse with Sirhan, but Park 
said he doesn't seem anxious 
for the society of other 
inmates. Sirhan has a 10 by 15 
foot private recreation yar-d 
outside his cell, but mostly 
exercises with a medicnie ball 
or by doing pushups inside the 
cell.. ■

He leaves the secluded area 
only for medical appointments 
and to . meet visitors. His 
mother-,, brother? and attorneys 
have averaged, about one visit a 
month since Sirhan arrived at 
San Quentin on May 23.. '

When he leaves, other in
mates are ordered to clear a

30-foot path for. Sirhan and his 
two guards. Of■ficiais fear other 
prisoners might try to attack 
the slayer of Kennedy. '
“Our basic obligation is to 

keep him ftlnciO)ning until the 
courts decide his case,” the 
associate war-den said. Sirhan’s!
attorneys are not expected to 
file their first appeal until 
March. ■

Park said Sirhan’s reading; is 
heavy on subjects like theooo- 
phy, pry<hoiogy and mysticism, 
although he also gets Playboy' 
magarine in the mall. '

“He remains interested in the! 
Middle East situation, reading! 
■Englrhllainguage pro-Arab jour-.
nals," Park said. The a&sociatej 
warden said.Sir-han also listens; 
to Arabic music on__a==phon.o-L' 
graph given him by his family.)
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Sirhan an Hunger . 
;Strike'at Quentins

. > i^ - —'.V-. -jccmtl

SAN QUENTIN,' Calff (UPl)i, Sirhan also demanded ^ 
•CnndAmn^i assassin Sirhan HoM-' in -Av<»*ni«a’ MMfK's'rtHicw—Condemned assassin Sirlian

B. Sirhan is on. a liquid - diet 
hunger strike .protest-mg strin
gent. security arrangements .on

right; to -exercise' with/other 
Death Row inmate's andreduc'

San Quentin’s' Death Row/ / 
Sirhan, /convicted killer of ’ 

Sen,-. Robert, J$.fKennedy I 
stopped eating • Nov. 28,. the 
।prison! disclosed Monday. - • 
; “Pm going on a hunger strike 
ito protest this Nazi concentra- 
ition-cahp-iliee ' treatment ..° 
jyluri,”‘Sirhan said to,a note to 
I Warden Lows Nelson. “Hitler 
'had more.’mercy than you do.”

The note; which opened! with 
an obscenity,..ivas.wDtten by 
the 25-year-old Jordanian immi- 
’grant after .Nelson .-refused, to 
'make requested changes.ini.the 
tight seattity. conditiois , around 
ISirhan’s isolated cell, /““?.“
I ' Associate-’'.Warden,-. James 
।Park “said. Sirhan? “had . been 
complaining.“ ter „some 'tme 
about mesh screenis^wlTich. block 
theusorrW^-nea^.-'h^^ 
(^mcrtteand;steeL^

ton-of tee intensity of flight in 
front of; his -cell- Park said a 
shade was rigged for the light,
but‘The. other , demands, -were
rejected.
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Sirhan on Hunger 
Strike 11 Days in 

Death Row Protest 
j SAN QUENTIN (A—Sirhnn Bish-. 
., ara Sir-han,' condemned assassin of 

। Sen. Robert1F. Kennedy, has been 
’ on an 11-day hunger strike proeest- 
i ing his confinement in San Quentin
Prison's Death Row, Associate War- 

I den James W. L. Par-k said Monday.
Sirhan, 25, "lias subsisted on a diet 

l of instant, cocoa and, coffee" since 
1 Nov.28, Park added. . , 
'' Park said Sirhan's health was 
• "pretty good." . ’

"A,doctor goes up to Death Row 
every day and we'll keep-an eye on 
the state of his health"" Park said. 
"If it becomes necessary, we can 
force-feed him.".

Par-k said he received a letter from 
Sirhan Nov. 28 saying: = - - - - you 
and your prison. I am going on that 
hunger, strike to protest this Nazi 
concent-ratoon camp-like treatment 
of yourss. Hitler had more mercy 
than you do." '

Park said he talked to Sirhan last 
1 Friday.

"Actually Sirhan's in pr-ettty good 
sprits, but he's a little bit_angry gt 
me and the adminisiraOOon.

.x^7^ikiRXeiCiip^^
Sirhan■ demanded that the - extra" 

bright light outside his iteel-briree 
cell, which is 7 feet high, 11 feet 
long and 412 feet wide, be reduced. 
He also asked permission to exercise 
with the other 72 coneemoee men 
on Death Row. .

After the Nov. 3 notes, Park saiid, 
prison offlcrais rigged a cloth shade 

-so the direct beam does not hit his 
cell. However, he said, the aeminis- 
Itrfatoon decided not to change the 
light security in the area of his cell, 
ifj Sirhan's cell is isolated from those 
,of the other cooeemoee prisoners. 
1On each side of Sirhan's Cell 33 
>are locked empty cells. -
'" Hie can converse with other 
prisoners across a 15-foot-wide- no- 

.man's kind that separates his area 1 
from the other's. . ■ I
y;"We have had at least one concrete j 
-enrth tlr:ert against Sirhan""' Park • 
'saie■, Th' cpns'^dd of a newspaper 
iarticle with his picture with a black 
hand drawn in over his face. I
, "Tim word ■'doomed' was printed , 

.underneath and a little stick iigui•r ; 
- was holdnig a kniee. We believe it i 
I.was from one of the coneemnee I 
" men." '

T’he cooeemnre man's mother j 
Mrs. Mary Sirhian, when called at I 
her home in Pasadena, choked back । 
tears as she said she woudd soon ' 
visit hm-smi^d try to persuade ‘ 
him to eat. J

,.- MF' ..■Sirhan said she last saw her ; 
son in October, '“er"
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Whan StVh Refusing to
Eat, San Quentin Says
SAN QUENW (UPI)-COon. 

idemned assassin Sirhan Sirhan 
spurned breakfast again today 
on the 12th day of his liqiiidn- 
only hunger strike agaiinst secu
rity arrangem-nnis on San Queo-- 
tin’s, death row. '

“'There's no change at this 
point," reported Associate War- 
.den Jamies Park. “He didn’t eat 

। last night, and he . didn't eat 
I breakfast this morning.” . w .

' Sir-han, eonvi'eted killer of Sen.; 
RobeiF Kennedy, -went, on a

, coffee and cocoa diet Novi 28 to

proeest the security measures. 
Which keep him isolated from 

'other 'ineiaees on death row.
• Park.said aprtson doctor 

each,, day .routinely ' exammes 
Sir:han. and other inmates sent- 
gOcgd to the gas chamber. He 
said the prisoner still weighs 105 
pounds—hs weight when he en
tered the _prtson in Mayr. .

.“He is a. veryTight eater nor-- 
mally,”* P.ark; said. “He only 
eats one meal a day and very 
sparingly.of'.ihat.' He will start 
eating . eventually or we will 
force food into him. But that's a 
long way off." • - 
i Sirhan is unhappy over, wire 
mesh ecreeoes in the cellblock

)which isolate him from- other in- 
'mates awaiting execution. He 
has offered to sign a waiver re
teasing the £108011 from any re- 
eponsibility■ if anything hap
pened to him, > ' ■
; Sirhan began rejecting., solid 
food after writing War-den Louss 
Nelson a note readmg:, “Hitler 
had more mercy than you do. 
I’m going on a hunger strike to 
P1■ogeiyhie Nazi cooggntaaOnrl 
camp-liee treatment ofyleF
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WILK&BARRKE, Pa^JAP) - A judge refused today to or
der an exhumation and autopsy 
on the body of Mary Jo Ko- 
peehne, the 28-yeaiooId secre
tary who died last summer in 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy's au- 

■ iomobiie.
Judge Bernard C. Brominski 

' of Common Pleas Court said 
: testimony at a hearing on the 
i petition by a Massachusetts pro- 
i secutor supported the original; 
finding-death by-drowning. -

The decision clears the way 
for a Massachusetts court toj 
hold a secret inquest into the ac-l 
cident.. Kennedy’s car pitched; 
off a bridge and into a tidall 

. pqnd _at Chappaquiddick Island 
off t;he Massachusetts coast in' 
the middie of the night on July! 
18- ’ . I

The ruling was a victory for 
Mary Jos parente, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph A, Kopechne of 
Berketey Heights, N.J. They op
posed an autopsy on grounds ri 
would be “grossly offensive and 
prejudicial to their wishes.”

‘This means that I'll come up 
here very often t;o see my, 
daughter,” Miss. Kopechne toto 
a news conference at the court 
house, “I couldntt have gone up 
to that cemetery again if I knew 

, the grave had been disturbed,”
Miss Kopechne is buried in 

; nearby Larksville, ^ar where 
she was born in this northeas-l 
tnrhPehhSylvailBcoalrngMn.

; The father said he was happy 
. with the ruling and the ectleIi- 
! uled inquest did not disturb him.

“We are waiting patientiy for 
the inquest to be held,” he said.

In Washington, Knhhndy said 
he was grateful for the dniisloh 
became “I realize how much it 
meant to the Kopechne family; 
it increases their peace of mind, 
and I’m grateful for that.”
“Now,” Kennedy said, “it’s 

my hope that the authorities in 
Massachusetts will move for
ward so the.entire matter can 
be concluded as soon as possi
ble.”

Kennedy, who has been in fre
quent touch with the family 
eininte.thn!,^acciIiih^t, .teephone^ 
the parents this mornmg io ex-



presOjS-pieasiH-e atBromti- 
ski’s decision. .

Dist. Atty. Edmund Dims of 
New Bedford, Mass., sought the 
autopsy for the inquest. Dinhs 
said in advance he would not 
appeal any ruling by Bromlnski.

Brommski said the facts pre- 
seneed at the hearing were “in
sufficient to support a findtng of 
the cause of death’’ other than 
drowntng.

He said any conflict in Kenne
dy’s ver-sions of what happened 

■ or failure to report the accident 
for nearly 10 hours “does not 
suggest a cause of death other 
than drowning.”

Bromtnski said he t.ook into 
consideration the parents’ ob
jections.

“Whhe ther disapproval is 
not an absolute bar to an exhu
mation and autopsy,” Bromine
ski said. ’’in view of the facts 
presented to this court their ob
jecttons are well taken.”

The judge also said that the 
presenee of blood in Miss Ko- 
pechne’s nose and mouth and on 
her clotting, as brought out by 
Dinis at the hearing Oct. 20-21„ 
did not provide sufficient doubt 
to warrant exhumation.
ti New Bedford, Dinhs had no 

immediaee comment on the 
judge’s ruimg.

Aid in Eegariown, Mass., 
Drstrict Court Judge James A. 
■Boyle before whom the inquest 
is to oe held, was unavaiiabie 
for comment. His clerk said 
Boyle might not have anything 
to say for some time. Boyle had 
declined to set a date for the in- 
quesLuntkafter Bromnnski had 
ruled on the--allop)sV.-“—^
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