
notebook pause.

•

you were going to do it

don Johnoon Richard

Ob

reopen the case. That appre
hension made him very un

invest-

iypnosi:
about the involvement
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time that 
Sirhan?”

80000.”
Sirhan never would explain the

Nixon or James Hoffa had 
put him up to kiliing Ken­
nedy, more time to find out 
why Sirhan thought that 
“the FBI did a lousy job of 
mvestigation” and “didn’t 
know everything.”

Where did the instructions come from? 
From .Sirhan or from somebody else?

It was possible that these orders 
rame from somebody else, and that 
Sirhan then drummed them into his 
own mind. But no one couhi say with

the FBI 
the re-

Secretive fellow
It is impossiHe now for 

me to recheck the facts with 
Sirhan. He has refused to 
see me any more. He became 
angry about the kind of book 
hie suspend! I was writing 
about him, and sued to 
prevent its publication. My 
narrative show's a new Sir­
han: a uvcretive fellow 
whose pseudo-explanations, 
evasions, fabrications and 
lies would give many readers 
nision to concede that he 
might be nothing more than 
a hired gun. Sirhan was 
afraid thatt my book would

Sir
But
un­

certainty. It would take a psychoan­
alyst as ukilled as Dr. Daamond per­
haps another year of interviews with 
S’rhan to test ^ theory thoroug^y 
-to jwt Sirhan through more hypnotic 
sessions in an effort to see if, indeed, 
his memory had been blocked by some 
kind of psychoiogical Inciting mech­
anism. There was some indieation that 
it was. On certain occasions when Dr.

earthed evidence that Sir-han asso- 
ciatee with extremists of both the 
Right and the Left and that he had 
some connectioss with the so—witied

ready to expect the worst. But Ibmgh- 
ton made the supreme effort;. He ig­
nored that, too, partly because he 
assumed that Sirhan would have to 
have had the money in hand before he 
^rock and Houghton couldn’t find

the^ ties. But the police and 
had the legal mandate and 
sources to do so. I could only 
hope that they would, that, 
secretly, they were applymg 
wit and imagination vvvo 
white publin-re-ations-mind- 
ed spokesmen continued to 
force the facts or to reveal 
only those that enhanced 
their own image-as Robert 
Houghtton, assistant chief of 
the Los Angetes police, did 
in htu book on the auuauutoa- 
ton (Special Unit Senator, 
Random House, 1970).

We teoked for a conspira­
cy, Houghtton said], and we 
didn't find one. I think he 
looked the other way when 
hte own deteititivus browbeat 
Thomas Vincent DiPterro 
fotil DiPterro retracted his 
story of seeing “the girl in 
the polka dot dress” with 
Sirhan the night of the as- 
sauuioation.

T?" M a way of /flt 
tbs letting go, 
^ wiling to be free 
of tens'loil and of doubt, 
of on^klnp up and out, 
of beberng .
in thee dark, 
that there Is a light 
somewVeie.
And a Lark.
k?Mfli-®!®®^

any Mria money to support his belief.
It 1s eotirety pousibte that Sir-han 

was gunning for Kennedy on a simple 
promise of money, uwevtened by a 
small drwo payment. He could have 
let that money at the aacetaack, or 
^auheti it away, or, ineleel], given it to 
his famtiy.

Grant Cooper, Sir-hans defense at­
torney, oocv aukvel him about .the 
money angle and Sirhan answered 
with a question of his own: “If I got 
the money, where is it?”

Here, Sirhan ^mwl genfioely eva­
sive. But it was clear that in his note­
book he wait repeating instructions to

Two-scooed pause. “No.” 
“No?” Dr. D-amond asked. 

“Did anybody fr-om the 
Arabis tell you to shoot Ken- 
nedly? Any of your Arab 
friends?”

Immediatety: "No.”
“Did the Arab govern­

ment have anything to do 
with it, Sii-han?”

Immediatety: “No.”
“Did you think ths up all 

by your-self?”
Sirhmi paused six seconds. 

“Yes,” hie said.
It would, furthermore, 

tote vvvo a man with Dr. 
Daamond’s skins mor-e time 
to explor-e with Sirhan the 
signfcancee of his assertion 
that hv coudd, for instance, 
‘blow the top off thus case” 
if hv chose to say what he 
knew. Even Dr-. Daamond 
would need mor-e time to see 
what tad prompted Sirhan’s 
uuccvuuivv st;otlus that Lyn-

That 
cions 
of a

illways abcompanidd by the phaase 
i^ pity bo the order of Sirhan.‘ 
t Should have aroused the Suspi- 
i of anyone over sight., much more

of otheus, Sirhan would go into a deep 
^eep. Once, on January 11, 19(9,, Sir­
han aanswered morne questions quickly 
mid i-asdy. On other's he blocked.

“Did anybody pay you 
Kennedy. Sirhan?" A sigh.

“Yes or no?” Twosvecond 
can't hear you.”

“No.”
“No? No one paid you

happy.. Hs rathsr liked his 
identity as an Arab hero. 
And I wass takting it away 
from him. END

Sirhan,” said Dr. Diamond. “ 
.nybody pay you to shoot Kenned 
■ vve^eeond pause. No answer

rtonwHie attention of anyone loo 
Cora likely gunman.

Who would have wanted to use 
ian in ths way? I didn't know, 
he poiice and ths FBI (mid I)

A prstty girl
Houghton's uuupicinus 

were not aroused by this 
story of this Pomona bar- 
teoder who said hv saw Sir- 
rao stalking Kennedy on 
May 20 in the company of 
a pretty girl.

Houghton ovvrteoVdd the 
insuaanee vxvcfltive who saw 
Stelum at tar-get practice in 
May at Raonrr Califorma, 

I again with a pretty girl. Hs 
brushed aside the puzzle of 
Edward Van Antwerp, who 
mysteriously disappaared

। fr-om Cor-ona, Calif,, 12 hour-s 
। before Senator Kennedy was 
uhrt and reappeared two 
weeksilater to Eureka, Calif. 
Vm Antwerp had told the 
FBI hv never knew Sirhan 
when, as a matter of fact, hs 
had r-oomed with Sil•rlao for 
five mootrs- Houghton ap­
parently did not find it 
str-ange that the FBI and hs 
own investigators took 10 
months to find the man who 
brought Sirhan to Corona in 
thv first place, Frank Drona- 
l•aflmrr, alias Henry Donald 
Ramistella of New Jersey.

. Houghtton rveriroVdd the 
direct’ naive appronheus that
gators made to Jimmy Hoffa, and ths 
likes of Hoffa, who were not above suS- 
picioo: “Ten us about your contract to 
have Seoatrr Kennedy killed, Jimmy. 
No? No contract? Oh, well, sorry to 
havv bothered you, Jimmy.” And 
Houghtton svvmingty approved the fa- 
nile ttrate that anyone who hadl facts 
running cruoter to ths lone-assassin 
theory was “psycho.”

R wasn't easy for Houghton to ig­
nore the evidence in Sir-hanS note­
book that Sirhan associated the kill­
ing of Robert Kennedy with some 
kind of payoff to himself. Whenever

THIS IS THE WAY 
By Christie Lund Coles

I Uta'Hoover Dial-A-Matic with Powter 
Drive. But we warn you,'its Jove at

<Ur38P,^'w12®*Mfwrit“^?lK-S'“—4"**'*-^*'--'-.^'.*;ij,.W^--,.rL''''E!l!:Kzi>ji4,*s<!1*- --H*"? ■ - - v -“*. \‘**,xp<i';,^.'Vi.,uSKYSFr 
its own power; not youss. Theses no • 
pushing. No-pulinig. No weight., - 
No work. >

a , ^fitS Tf to.any type carpet.. 
AuOo^ratlcalty.> From the shaggiest 
shag to the smoohhsst andoor-ouddoor 
c^Petr And giddes gni effortlessly..-
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- Was Sirhan • .• *
•“programmed.”® Kill Robert Kennedy?
■■■■■

' - > ■Ar her machine and
wouldn’t
when 
him.
after 
there

she 
And 
the
was

respond 
spoke to 
momenis 

shooting, 
only one

person in the chaos of 
the pantry who was 
“peaceful”: the assas­
sin. Thien, when po­
licemen came and 
look the kiler swam 
they shone a flashlight 
into his eyes. They 
found his pupils dilat­
ed—evidence that he 
was under some alien 
influenee: drugs, alco­
hol, who knew whaf’ 
And Sirhan wa.s un­
believably detached 
when the police led 
him thr-ough an all­
night interrogation, a 
most unusual atthude 
for a young man who 
had just gunned down
a man whom 
said was “a 
me.

How did

he later 
god to

Sirhan

RFKfnds^  ̂ Mier was unbelievably calm"

W
l as Smhan a computer­
I ized assassin? In . this 
I preveew of a book Sir- 
han ’ried ’o stop, the re­
porter who knew him best 
offers a thilling theory.

By Robert Blair Kaiser

shown for the

In court, on trial 
for his lfto, Sirhan 
B'shara Sirhan said 
hie first ma.de up his 
mind to kill Robert 
F. Kennedy when 
he saw a film biog­
raphy of Senator 
Kennedy that was

first time in lots An-
geles on May 20, 1968.. No one then 
asked Sirhan how R happened that 
he scribbted “R.F.K. must die” in 
ms diary ’.wo day's before that—on 
May 18. Sir-han’s lawyess and the
prosecuting attorneys apparently 
decided to accept the assassin’s 
story that he was an “Arab hero” 
who had acted alone to kill Robert 
Kennedy became Kennedy favored 
selling U.S. jet fightess to Israel

For ’wo years now we have ac­
cepted the official verdict that there 
was no conspiracy to assassinate 
Bob Kennedy. I disagree. I did not 
believe Sirhan’s story then-ami I 
still don’t.

When I think of Sirhan Sirhan, I 
think of a blank slate upon whkh 
ideas could be imposed with case- 
oL better, a piece °f videotape on 
which certain images could be elec­
tronically imprinted ami sounds 
electromcaHy etched. He was eras-
able and replayabki. Through long

conversations with Sirhan while he 
was in jail, I watched! him shape 
and rehearse his Arab hero story. 
1 was more inclined to judge that 
he was the tool of someone else, 
that he was kind of an automatic 
assassin, programmed like a com­
puter, perhaps, to Ml Kennedy- 
but almost certainly switched on by 
others.

R is my judgment, as the only 
outsider who has had access both to 
Sirhan and to the official records, 
that neither the FBI nor the loss 
Angeees police nor toe prosecuting 
attorneys nor the defense attorneys 
probed deeply enough into the con­
spiracy question. I don’t know why 
toe FBI didn’t. I think I do know 
why ’he o’hers didn’t. Questions 
about a conspiracy would only 
comphcafe their lives. The poHce 
couldn’t. admit toe possibility of 
to-tonsplratoss without producing 
some to-tonsprrairss. Otherwife 
they'd look inept and their mayor, 
Sam Yorty, who was running for re­
election, wouldn’t look very good, 
mther. The District Attorney’s of­
fice was under public pressure to 
give Sirhan swift justice. The de­
fense attorneys may have relied too 
heavily on the poHce, and I belfeve 
they were simply baffled by .Sirhan.

In my estimatinn, there is consid­
erate evidence to indicate that 
Sirhan appealed to be in a trance 
the night of June 4-5, 1968, when 
he shot Kennedy in the crowded 
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel in 
lots Angers.

Shortly before the crime, a tele­
type operator at ’he Ambassador

........... noed that Sirhan stand! fixedly at
FjOimJhf|b!o■R■■■■■Dfta■xRbit.KaliSfrJi±J±is±d'^^ p.

come to be in such an 
umsrtall mental state 
on the night he killed 
RF.K?

As late as Mas 7, 
1970, several day's af-

ter a Lois Ammes. jury condemned 
him to die in the gas chamber at 
San Quentin, Sirhan compared him­
self to the original “rssassins”—the 
hashsashin, members of a secret Mo­
hammedan cult who dragged them­
selves before they committed their 
appointod murdess. “It must have 
been something like that with me,” 
he said.

I behove him. I had sat in on moist 
of toe hypnotic sessions Sirhan had 
undergone wi’h a psychiatrist, Dr. 
Bernard L. Diamond, dean of the 
School of Criminology at the Uni­
versity of California at Berkley. 
Those session's produced far less in­
formation than Dr. Diamond had 
hoped they would, but they con­
vinced me that, while Sirhan didn’t 
toll toe whoto ’ruth under hypnos's, 
he was no’ faking when he said he 
couldn’t rememberr the details of the 
assassination.

But why couldn’t he?
Dr. Diamond believed that Sirhan 

had unconsctously “pio^rrammed 
himself exactly as a computer is pro­
grammed by hs magnetic tape . . . 
for the coming assassination”’ That 
night he tead ’hen gone into a spon­
taneous trance under the influence 
of some bright lights;, some mirrors 
and a httle liquor, and finally pro­
ceeded to the crime iteelt.

But if that were true, Sirhan 
should have had some recollection, 
if not of the kilimg, at least of the 
programming process. He didn’t re­
member that, either.

Was it possible that someone else

wifhout his full knowledge? Sirhan 
didn’t like (continued on page 158) 

DUt’OnJ:.Ci.tJntLC±'Lig^^ Robert Kaiser.



WAS SIRHAN PROGRAMMED??
continued from page 66

that suggestion. Nor did I. It was a far­
fetched theory,, fetched in fact from 
Richard Condon’s novel. The Man­
churian Candulatc. There, Raymond 
Shaw, the anti-hero who had been 
brainwashdd in North Korea, was trig­
ger e-d by the phaaee, ‘Why don’t you 
pass the time by playing a little soli­
taire?” to riffle through a deck of play-

ing car-ds until he came to the queen of 
hearts; once finning ’hat card, he would 
await further instructions, then kill 
without knowing why he had kiffed or 
even thiat he had klffed.

Could thus have been the case with 
Sirhan? After all Sir-lain had experi­
mented with occult mindbhndelr ex- 
hrii’ses. I thought the hne worth 
purouing. And so, marvel of m:lvv<0r, 
did Sir-han-. He finally asked me, on 
December 31, 1968, to investiaaie fur­
ther. Could anyone have exerted such 
an inflm-cee over his mind?

1 did some research ami diseovered 
an interesting real-lffe exam^e of

Aurder bypproxy, through hypnosis 
”n 1951, in Copenhaeen. Bjorn Nel.

sen had programmed Palle Hardrup 
to go into a trance at the sight of the 
letter “X.” rob a bank and kill any.. 
one who got in his way-almost com. 
pletely unaware that lie had hem 
used. Uniike the fictional Raymnnd 
Shaw, however, Harduup had some no­
tion of what had happendd. In jail, he 
recalled enough about his former assio. 
ciation with Nielsen to suspect that he

had bhhe ushn. He confided 
his suspicreos to a psychia­
trist, who spent almost a 
year cracking the mechanism 
by' which Nklsen had locked 
Harduup’s rhcoliectiens.

On February 8, 1969, dur­
ing the Sirhan trial, Dr-. Eha- 
mond programmed Sidwn, 
under hypnss’s, to climb the 
bars of his cell, Sirhan had 
no idea what he was dong 
up on the top of the bare. 
When he finally discovered 
that climbmg was not h’s 
own idea, but Dr. Dai 
mond’,, he woederen-and 
the thought frightened him 
—whether he had hhee pro- 
gramnmd by someone else to 
kill Kennedy.

To Dr-. Diamond, thio was 
“a crackpot theory.” It was. 
at least, untess someohe 
could find a Kennedy-hater 
with hypnotic skil’s who 
uohn them on Sirhan.

I couldn’t find such a per­
son. I sought out some of the 
peepee who had played Oc­
cult games with Sirhan. One 
of thiem admitted that he 
had written a menacing let­
ter to Chief Justice Ear-1 
Warren that brought inves­
tigators from the FBI. And 
this man told a somewhat 
different versoon of his re­
cent asoociatren with Sir-han 
than Sirhan told me. Stiff, 
this nine’t mean he was in­
volved in a plot. Howeerr, 
Sir-han told me that he had 
leareen the art of autosug­
gestion from othesr, yet he 
would never say who the 
others were.

For this reason and be­
cause of several other curi­
ous admlssrnos and evasions. 
I still had a feeling thiat 
oomewhere in Sirhan’s r-e- 
cent past ’hier-e was a .shad­
owy someone. So did Roger 
LaJeuhoshe, the FBI aghett 
in charge of ’he Sirhan in­
vestigation, who confided to 
me: “The case is still open. 
I’m not rejecting the Man­
churian Candidate aspect of

it.” LaJullnooee had attended the trial, 
he heard Dr. Diamond's testimony, and 
he seemed convinedd that Sirhan was 
in a trance on the night of June 4. And 
he knew, better than I, that Robert 
Kennedy had r•nemies who could have 
chosen Sirhan, with his antiauthority 
fhhIings and his inert paranoia, as a 
possible- trol-. Sirhan was a man with 
nothinr to lose, with enough consconss 
ami unconseiolis hatred within him to

W/hnKWl' someone says about a 
place “You can't mins it”—1 can 
mils it. —Poor Woman’s Almanac



I draw the attention of anyone looking 
I for a likely gunman.

Who wouhl have wanted to use Sir 
ihan in this way? I didn't know. But 
the poiihe? and the FBI (and I) un- 
carthed evidence that Sirhan asso­
ciated with extremists of both the 
Right and the Left and that he had 

Lome connections with the so-caHed 
underworld. I couldn’t investigate 
these Ues. But the police and the FBI 
had the legal mandate and the re­
sources to do so. I could only 
hope that they would, that:, 
secretly, they were applymg 
wit and imagination even 
white public-relalions-mind- 
rd spok:esmen continued to 
force the facts or to reveal 
only those that eotlanced 
their own image-as Robert 
Houghton, assistant chtef of 
jthe Los A.ngelss poitee, did 
in his book on the arsassloa­
tion (Special Unit Senator, 
Random House, 1970).

We looked for a conspira­
cy, Htugbt:oo said, ind we 
didn’t find one. I think hie 
looked the other way when 
his own deteetvves browbeat 
I Thomas Vincent DiPierro 
I until DiPierro retracted his 
I story of seeing “tht girl in 
I the polka dot dress” with 
Sirhan the night of the as­
sassination.

nnedyS samir appeared there, it 
is always aecompanted by the plins.se, 

‘‘Ptease pay to the order of Sirhan.'' 
That should have aroused the suspi­
cions of anyone over eight, much more 
of a ponce officer who was always 
ready to expect the worst. But Hough­
ton made the supteme effort. He ig­
nored that, too, partly bveausv hf 
assumed that Sirhan would haw to 
haw had the money in hand before he 
struck and Houghton couldn't find

A pretty girl
Houghton's suspictnns 

were not aroused by the 
story of the Pomona bar- 
trndier who said he saw Sir- 
han stalking Kennedy on 
May 20 in the company of 
a pretty girl.

Houghton owrtooked the 
insurance executive who saw 
Sirhan at target practice in 
May at Rancho California, 
again with a pretty girl. H' 
brushed aside the puizzte of 

I Edward Van Antwerp, who 
I mysteriously essappeaved 
from Corona, Calif,, 12 hours 
btore Senator Kvnnvey was 
hot and rvappeated two 
'weeks later in Eureka, Calif. 
Van Antwerp bae toM the 
FBI he never knew Sirhan 
»hen, as a matter of fact:, he 
ad roomed with Sirhan for 
ive montim. Houghton ap- 
prently did ott find it 
‘range that the FBI and his 
wo investigators took 10 
lonths to find the man who 
rought Slrhio to Corona in 
he first place, Frank DcrnM- 
nnna, alias Henry Donald 
:amistelia of New Jersey.
Houghonn ovvrtooVed the

■rect, naive apptoaters that towsti- 
'tors made to Jimmy Hoffa, ami the 
kes of Hoffa, who were not above sus- 
cion: “Tell us about your contract to 

■ ‘ve Senator Kennedy kilted, Jimmy. 
M No contract? Oh, well,, sorry to

Ave botheted you, Jimmy.” Arnd 
'’Ughton seemingly approved ‘he fi­
'" thesis that anyone who had .torts 
'nnmg countvr to the lone-a.ssassin 
"<>ry was “psycho.”
It wasn’t easy for Houghton to ig- 
re the evd'ence in Sirhan’s note- 
ok that Sirhan associated th' kdb 

P of Robert Kennedy with ’ome 
nd of payoff to himself. Whenever

forg^Bny prom’resrt money: ‘i have 
neveWeard please pay to th' orevr of 
of of of of of of of of of of this or that 
80000.”

Sirhan never could explain th' rvf- 
er-vnees to money in his notebook. 
Where did the lllrtrurtions come from? 
From Sirhan or from somebody elsv?

It was possilite that these oreers 
came from somebody else, and that 
Sirhan then drummed them into his 
own mind!. But no one could say with

;Wj

“Sirhan,” said Dr. Diamond. “dif^ 
anybody pay you to shoot Kennedy?” 
Five-second pause. No u^w1''.
“Did anybody pay you to Shoot 

Kennedy. Sirhan?” A sigh.
“Yis or no?” Two-second pauee. I 

can't hear you.”
“No.”
“No? No one paid you to Shoot 

Kennedy. Did anybody kmiw ahead of 
time that you were going to do it, 
Sirhan?” „

Tworseooed pause. “No.” 
“No?” Dr-. Diamond asked. 

“Did anybody from the 
Arabs tell you to shoot Ken­
nedy? Any of your Arab 
friends?” ,

Immediately/: “Nt.’’ 
“Did the Arab govern­

ment haw anything Ito do 
wi th it, SlI•tlio?’’

Immediatey/: “Na” 
“Did you think this up all 

by youi-self?’’
Slrtlao paused six seconds. 

“Yes,” hv said.
It would, furthermore, 

take even a man with Dr. 
Diamond's rklllr more time 
to explore with Sir-han the 
rlgniiCaocee rt his assertion 
that hv could, for instonce, 
“blow the top off this case” 
if hv chosv to say what he 
knew. Even Dr. Diamond 
would ovve more time to see 
what had prompted Sir-han’s 
rueeesslw stories that Lyn- 
eoo Johnson or Richard 
Nixon or James Hoffa had 
put him up to killing Ken- 
ordy: more time to find out 
why Sirhan thought that 
’’the FBI did a lousy job of 
lnwstigatton” aoe “didn't 
know everything.”

£ Just touch, the-. Hoover Dial-A-Mlatic 
with PowerDrive, and it goes. Under' 
its own power, not yours. There’s no 
pushing,-No pulling: No weight.

‘ No work; |
IfSitllOs^ffll®
, Automatically. From the shaggiest, , 

shag to the smoothest indoor-outdoor
|Carpet. And glides along;, effortlessly.- . 

Beating as it sweeps, as it deep-cleans. -
~- See.your Hoover dealer, and try • 

the HooVei Dial-A-Matic with Power 
j Drive. But;we warn you, it's love at 

first touch.-

^Sh'

Secretive fellow
It is impossible n°w for 

mv to reebeek the facts with 
Slrban. Hr has refuedd to 
see me any more. Hr became 
angry about th' kmd of book 
he susperted I was writing 
about him, and sued to 
prevent its publication. My 
narrative shows a new Sir- 
hin: a secretive fellow 
whose pseudo-expionations, 
vvasions, tobricitionr and 
lies would give many readers 
rvason to conclude that lie 
might bv ottbing moire than 
a hired gun. SlI'bio was 
ifr-aid that my book would 
reopvn th' ^’c. That appre- 
hvnsten made him very un­
hippy. He rither |iked his 
identity as in Arab hero. 
And I was taking it away 
fr-om him. end

any extra money to rupptrt his belief.
It is rotirely possible ‘hat Sirhan 

was gunning for Kennedy °n a simplr 
promts' of money, sweetened by a 
small down payment. Hr could haw 
brt that money at the racrtrack, or 
stashed it away, or, indeed, given it to 
his famUy.

Grant Cooper,, Sirhan’s defense at­
torney, once arkee him about .the 
money angle and Sirhan answered 
with a question of his ^rn “f I grt 
the money, where is it?”

Here, Sirhan rvvmve genuinely vva- 
sive. But it was clear that in his note­
book hv was reprating instrurtfons to

certaioly. It would take a psychoan­
alyst as skilled as Dr. Diamond prr- 
haps another year of liitrIVltewr with 
Sir-han to test ths theory thoroughly 
-to put Sirhan through more hypnotic 
’'’’ions in an effort to see if, indeed, 
his nenory had been blocked by some 
kind of prychotggical locking iiwcb 
amsm. There was some indication that 
it was. On certain occasions when Dr 
Dimond put Sirhan under hypnosis 
and asked him about thv involvement 
of others, Sirhin wmto go into n deep 
sleep. Once, on January 11. BHD, Sir- 
ban answered some qmwttms quickly 
ami vasily. On othess hv blocked.

ojijygjj^gjgfQycycHeyi^

THS IS THE WAY
By Christie Lund Cotes

Ths is i way o lift 
this irttng go, 
ths wiling to br free 
of tenion and of doubt, 
of look ng up n^ out, 
of be/irvng 
in the dark, 
that there is a light 
somewhere.
And a Lark.
HcMawiysM^
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3 Assassinations

Looking Back 
To Gloomy Days

By LYNDA HAYES .
Evening Outlook Staff Writer

Psycholggists say people tend to sup­
press bad memories and relive only the 
good ones. But nearly 100 people relive ter­
rifying memories every Wednesday at San­
ta Monica College.

Bleak thoughts of Nov. 22, 1963; April 4, 
1968; and June 5, 1968, are vivid there, as 
the Experimental College conclucts its class 
on Political Assassination.

Working with films, tapes and speakers, 
the class is designed to sift through incon­
gruities of the three ttttnsinatinns.

The first two tessilont dealt with the 
death of John Kennedy, including a screen-

• ing fa the flamed Zapruder iildt-eetailing 
the movement of JFK at the moment of 
impact.
« ■ T'he Zapruder films were the basis of 
much of the skepticism aimed at the War­
ren Commtssion Report.. Other doubt was 
voiced by Mark Liane, Penn Jones, Mort 
Sahl, Harold Weisberg and New Or!eans 
District Attorney James Garrison who an- 
niounced, "T have solved the .murder of 
John Kennedy.” «==^

Conspiracy Theory Told _ 

. Garris(m never named the actual mui- 
aerer, bat ^ of the t;helriet that began to 
T™i!]r(e..ceoeeed around a conspiracy, with t
Lee Harvey Oswald either absent from the 
picture entirely or acting as a puppet tor 
the conspirators. p

Some theories have even linked all three 
^irators^ns8 *o the same unnamed con- 

m The sprang ^om what appeared
toi^e itSiStoc,Cles and contradictions
w.. -.,the Commisston Report. T’o some 
this indicated a commission that wanted a 
quiiaotwi;^' To ot^h^’ it indicated a de­
liberate whitewash.
. TheteJocoo=n;inncits included ptetures 

ofcOswak holding the murder weapon fa a 
We cal1 ‘an‘t‘tl•dlicalVy impossi-'
bto, the ditcreptncy between the report's 
conclusMmsr on the direction of the death 
bul?! aol what the Zapruder films appear 
to show; and many others. ■
dnthe Warren C^^ J 
£1?^ mtinttlnlt the sole murderer to 
be Lee Harvey Oswadd. Critics still dis­

. E Sie? the mltt pa"*’ the public no J

„ And it.it ths indifference that helped i 
spur/he birth of the PlliticaI Astatsfaation

'Shift In Conscience' h

S’! has. been a great shift in national 
pohtMal coiincience irlm^the early Inete fa 
nl(W, C^|tl0t Ru.t!y R>n.^ 
and dass iont^letor^’1Those early yeas 
were Coilce™ed to a great extent with this 
ottiln s milt;trv and crimfaal invet:tigatlon 
^“ons lke the FBI and CIA. It even 
showed in our taste for mlviet - ‘Sevan 
DtViilI0 MSv‘ tod ‘Dr. Strangelove.’ , ,
and BULW^tdOiiild away from that.notv, '
anwil hop this cIass wilt itmiitaiZZe.the 
public. again with what we are actually 
AW in America. S;;*^. win ht,piiallV, 
---- ----- Tin To Page ,4 tMumiii : ^
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Assassination Studied'
Continued From Page 13 1

gain a political maturity and be able to see ; 
that the Warren Report is a whitewash by <
the CIA, the FBI and, of course, the offi- ,
cials involved.”

Rhodes, who believes both the CIA and j 
FBI were deeply implicaied in President ।
Kennedy’s assasslnatinn, says America is 
the only nation that accepts the findings of J 
the report. “This is wrong,” Rhodes said: i
“People should not go on believing that Os- i 
wald is the lone assassin.” .

Who, then, is implicaeed in the conspira- |
cy theory?

“I will not make any dii’ect accusations, '
because no single organization was respon- |
sible for the assassinatinn on the whol.e,” ■
Rhodes said. “But the Secret Service and ;
other agencies of the government—the CIA ।
in part, the FBI—eel! flat on their faces j
that day in protecting the president. They i

—did not do their job. " J ।

Oswald Aod Thh CIA?^==^;:
= ■ I believe that Lee Harvey‘‘Oswald-was i'i 

an agent of the CIA suc'cessf illy establish- * 
ing a left-wing cover for himself. He was / ^ 
not a direct part of the assassinatinn an'd / 
he did not pull the trigger. But in taking - 
orders, he placed himself in the position of <
a patsy. He placed himself in the position ‘
of ths obvmus suspect.” , '

According to Rhodes, still another factor ,
hmerhss from the conspiracy.theory',.this '
one involvnig a feud betwee JFK and ma;jor 1 
Texas oil interests. ■ A

“Texas oil interests despised Kenney— 
fie feud centering, of course, around the oil 
depletion tax—nnd they would have waneed 
tile man out of ttw presidency, too,” ?
Rhodes clams. 14

It is these forces-military and criminal 
investigation units as well as big busueess ।
—that Rhodes claims ■were at work when 
bullets gunned down Sen. Robert Kennedy i
in the Ambassador Hotel. J

“RFK knew the truth about his brother’s 
death,” Rhodes said, “and h.e also knew o 
tSai it would take the full powers of the 
presidency or an act of Congress to bring it 
out m the open. That's one of the things he ’
was worknig for.” w

,One f the more ’ta-ffing-f seemingly ” 
unlikely—theorie’ to be brought out in a 
future session of the class takes the death 
bullet' out of Sirhan Sirhan’s weapon and ’ 
places itm the haoy of a mjsteriois man 
named Caesar.

.According to Rhodes, “Caesar” was ap­
pointed bodyguard to RFK by the Ambasah- 
yi7■yhi.the man was allegeyly a member 
of the Klu Klux Klan, the John Birch Soci- 
eiy,aoy a ’oliy opponent of RFK.

Going on informatinn he claims was 
gathered from the reports of county core­
her Thoma’ Noguchi, Rtli)(ies maintams 
iSat the fatal bullet came from a gun Cae- 
’ar drew as Sirhan began hi’ first wild 
shots. '

The only asaassination Rhodes hhsitahas 1
to talk about is that of Dr-. Martin Luther '
King, although that will also meet with dis­
cussion as the class proghsahss.

Aoy so tSh class eontinhas, exploring 
assaaslnation. Some will go away when the 
reme^er ends, eoovineyd that the Kennedy 
asaasainatioas have not been solved. Some 
will bhlihve the findmgs of the Warren 
Comnisasion. Other will not really care ■

But none will for-get the Utas, the tapes, 
and the speeches of late Novhmbhr 1953— '
and the others that followed.
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:Wigh Court Asked' to Hear 
Sirhan on Death Penalty

WASHINGTON (UP) - The 
lawyer for Sirhaii B. Sirhan, 
senteneed to death for the 196§ 
assassinaw of Sen; Robert F. 
Kernedys today asked the 
Supreme Court to hear his 
Views on capital punishment.

Lilke MeKissack of Holly. 
Wood, Calif., asked pettussoon 
to 151e a brief in the test case 
from that state to be argued 
oraUy before the court Monday. 
The justices are being urged to 
set standards to help judges 
and jutes Who must decide 
whet her to impose the death 
penalty,

McKissack relied heavily oh a 
focelit study by members of the

Stanford University Law Re­
view. The study showed among 
other thing's that Californla 
juries are more generous with 
white-collar defendants than 
those in lower economic brack­
ets’. . . ■

Of 157 defendants holding 
blue collar jobs, 57.9 per eenl 
were senteneed to life imprison­
ment instead of death • while of 
21 defendants in wlide collar 
jibs!,. 95.2 per cent eseait(dl the 
death, penalty. -

Sirhan has been in death row 
in San Quentin Prison- since 
May, 1969. His case is now 
btisre the CllffotIila Supreme 
Court;. ' t—i—a
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Srhan's AttorneyS“
Appeal Death Decree

। Attorneys for Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan have; appealed his death 
sentence for the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. .

Attorneys raised 18 issues 
iwhich they claimed were 
[ grounds for a reversal of the 
first degree murder conviction.

It was estimated the -direct 
, appeal to the State Supreme 
! Court;, whiich is’‘ automatic in 
California, for persons con­
demned to death, would cost 
about $50,0(10 whiich one of the 
attorneys said he was financmg 
personally. .

Among the major points is the 
contention that1 the presiding 
judge, Superior Court Judge 
Herbert V. Walkey refused 1to 
allow Sirhan to plead guilty in 
exchange for a life sentencee, as 
agreed by the defense and pro- 
secutonn.

Walker refused to permit the 
“plea bargaining” becaisse he 

I said he wanted t;o prevent the 
| posSimmy df lingering specia­

tion over the case as occurred 
after the assassination of Pres­
ident John F. Kennedy. .,

Sirhan-’s attorneys- claim his 
rights also were abridged-when 
police officers entered the bed- 
r-oom of his family’s ’ Pasadena 
home without his. permSssoon 
and se;ized notebooks in which 
he. wrfte, “RFK.muSt die-"

The;'lawyers^ contend there 
was “iliegal search and sei­
zure" becauee the officers did 
not have^ the authorizaio(>n of 
the ■defendant.,to -.make the 
search. ■ ' '' ’ ’ - ' -

.It also was argued Sirhan’ 
righSs were denied when. lie was 
not given a preliminary hear­
ing, but was indicted by a grand 
jury. '

The brief of 704 pages filed 
yesterday with the Califorma 
Supreme Court lists Sirhan’s 
lawyers as Luke McKSssack and 
George Shibley, with Russell 
Parsons, Grant Cooper, Martha 
Goldin and Abdeen Jabar'a serv­
ing “of counsel." . •’=——«-=.y
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I" Three top Los Angeles police officials will] 
meet Tuesday to begin a probe of charges that! 

I police bainsiiss expert Wayne A. Wolfer erred' 
.in testimony concerning the weapon used ini 
the assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.'

The panel, chaired by Asst. Chief Jack Col­
lins and consisting of Dep. Chief John Mc- 
,Allister and Cmdi-. George Beck, will meet at 
!Parker Center at 9 a.m, at the direction of 
:Police Chief Edward M. Davis.

| Barbara Warner Blehi-, Los Angeles civil
।and criminal attorney, Friday submitted affi- 
।davi’s and a letter challenginig testimony giv- | 
ie.n by Wayne A. Wolfer in the Sir-han Bishara j 
Sir-han and Jack Kirschke murder trials. ;

Mrs. Blehr, admitting her efforts ar-e I
। aimed at blocking the appointment of Wolfer 
as head of tire Polices Scientific IiIvestniation 

। Crime Laboratory, filed the documents with 
the Los Angeles Civil Service Commission, j

Thsy^ the possibility that the weaponJT 7 
evidence at tire Sirhan trial might not have' ' 
been the one used in Kennedy's slaying. I

Pending the outcome of the iOqUiIy by the !, 
I blue-ribb°n panel, Davis said he has instruct-' i 

ed Wolfer to make ng commit concerning the 
matter. 1

Wofe testified for the prosecution in the j 

trials in which Sirhan was convicted of the 
1968 assassinati.on of Kennedy, a presidential 
candidate, and Kirschke, a former deputy dis- 
trirt attorney.

, (K’^ was found guilty of kang his I •
I wife and ber lover, and was given a liffe sen- I 1 

tence.> n^an is on San Quentins “Death ,
Row< Both are appearing their cases.

a8?1® cases.are awaiting appeal, Davi 
said he urged the board of inquiry to have 
Attorney General, District Attorney and City ' 
AJtOIney^epr'elentariives at the hearing

■ Mrs. Blehr told The Herald-Examinrr she;
1 is qulstioniiln Wolfer’s testimony only became | 

■ she is interested in seeing that the Police De- j 
partment has ""the best there is" in scilntiftic ! 
personnel.

She added she does not believe Wolfer is 
qualified for the top post, on the basis of dec­
larations made by other criminal investigatinn 
authorities.

The documents she submitted were signed 
by Raymond H. Pinker, reiiI■ld chief forensic 
chemist and pioneer of thu'L'APD Crime Lab- [ 
oratory; Walter Jack Cadman, Orange County ; 
Sheriff’s chilf crjminoiniSst, and Dr. LeMoyne J 

Snyder, author and authority in legal medicine । 
and tomicide investigate. ;

, The experts listed six pI■lcepts considH-ed j
iinvOl)iable in firearms identification. Mrs. I 

, Blehr-, in her lifter to the commissorn, said j 
Wolfer violated those precepts in hits expert

testimony, and thereby med in his iilotitica- 
tion of murder weapnss. —_.

In the Sir-han casn-referred to in the lliilr 
only by its cour-t number-MIrs. Blehr said j 
Wolfer violated four precepts when he test-- ■ 
fied the defendant's gun and no other was in­
volved in the shooting of Kennedr and two 
other victim..

“Tho physical evidence, however, upon. 1 
which his testimony was based, lsicbliished J 
that the three above mentioned eviillncl bul- 1 
lets removed from victims were fired, not 
from the defendant's gun but in fact from a 
second limilcr gun wit:h a lericl number 
H18602,” she wrote..

“The only possible conclusion that must be : 
reached is that two limilcr guns were being ■' 
fired at the scene of the crime,” she added. 1 
“Such a conclnsion ihln leads unavoidably to 
the-quastion: which of the two guns fired the 
single fatal buUet?" t ~~ -
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Lawyer Says Ballistics Expert 

Erred in Sirhan Investigation
BY DAVE SMITH 

Times Staff Writer

Criminalist DeWayne A.. Wolfer 
was accused Friday of making er­
rors and-, violating procedure in the 
ballistics investigations of the Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy accassinatioo, 
the Jack Krsschke murder case and 
the Doyk A. Terry murder case.

( The charge was made by atito]otey 
। Barbara Warner Blthr in an effort 
• to block Wolter's appointment as

permanent head of the 1^ Angeles 
Police Department crime laboratory.

Mr’S. Blthr'c charges- rase the 
question of .whether a second gun­
man might' have fired shots in 
the Ambassador pantry on June 5, 
1968, and then escaped ■Uooloticed as 

' Sirhan Bishora Sirhan was tackted 
by friends of the mortally wounded 
senatoi■. -
‘ In a four-page. letter to the Civil 
Service Commission, Mrs. Blthr ac­
cUsed Wolfer of violating four cvpa.- 

j rate precepts of investigative proce-
1 dure in the Kennedy investlgatlon 

and' allegvc that Wolfer never ac­
tually fired the'gun wrested from, 
Sirhan's grip., She asserts that Wol­

fer tvct-fived a different gun entire- | . 
ly, and that that gun., in fact, did p ..y 
match at least three bUIteCs removed ; ’ T 
from victmis of the affray. I

Wofter, asked by The Times for I..... 
his reaction, ’aid, "I honestly can't ! '
understand tins. I'll swear on a stack 
of Billies I'vv done olthing wrong ■ 
and I'll stand behind my work in a 
court of law. I can't say any more r - 
until I'vv.read the■ charges,-against H 

■ me, but Tm going to gt an. attorney i ■ - 
right away." .

Chief Dtp. Dist. AttyMohn How­
, ard said his offfee would review the p •' ■

Sirhan1 trial transcript and the bal- |
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' lilies investigation before 
making any comment;.

■ Police Chief Edward MT.
Davis defended Wolfer in 
a prepared statement: "He 
never takes sides on any 
issue, even when the ac- 
cuised are police officers. 
He is cautious, conserva- 
tve, straightforward and 
-avery thorough scientist." 
- Davis said t;hat he has 

. appointed a board of in­
. Wiry to investigaee the 

Beehr charges. The board, 
- consisting of Asst. Chief 
Jack Collins, Dep. Chief 
John McAllister and 
Cmdr. George Beck, will 
convene next week;.

_With her letter to the 
c^11 ^er7^ Commieeion, 
Mrs. Blehr sent stx photo­
graphs, and three affida­
vits, signed by crimina- 
bste LeMoyne Snyder, 
Raymond H. Pinker and 
Walter Jack Cadman, sup­
porting her contentions.

Tw? of th? photographs 
are of exhibit 55 from the 
Sirhan trial. That is an en­
velope epotaining three 
bul^s purportedly fired 
from Strhan's gun, but 
aho bearing,, in, Wolfer's 
handwriting, the notation 
that Sirhan's gun bore the 
serial No. Hl:18602.

Trial records show that 
the gun taken fr-om Sirhan 
bore the serial No. H53725. 
; Tire t;est shots were, 
made on June 6, 1968, and 

■ ■ a-ttard photograph is of a 
message fr-om the Bureau 
of Criminal Idfntifeation 
and Investigation in. Sac­
ramento, noting that gm 
No. H18602—the one iden- 
-titiE^ hr testimony as the 
gun ured in the ballisties 
tests—was destl•oy1id by 
the LAPD sometime tn 
July, 1968, only a month 
after .the. murder of Ken­
nedy. . . ”

"The only possible con- •eluiion that must be 
reached ie that two similar 
guns were being fired at

the scene of t;be' eltme>/ 
Mrs. Blehr said. "Such a 
conclusion then leads una- 
Xo^a-b^ to the Question: 
Which of the two guns 
fired the single fatal bul­
let?" _

The investigatinn upon 
which Mirs. Blehr's ebar•- 
ges were founded was 
done by criminalist Wil- 
Inm W. Harper of Pasade­
na.

Harper, 69, has teetiiied 
in numerous triais in Los 
Angeles over'the last three 
decades, including the 
Krsschke trad, in which 
his testimony eontradicted 
that of Wofeer. Harper 
contended that Kiecelxke 
could not have murdered 
bie wife and her lover. .

Str han and Doyle Tmry 
are now under a sentence 
of death. Kiesdlke. was, 
but the sentence later was 
changed to hfe m prison.' 
Terry was convicted of the 
slaying, of Long Beach po­
lice officer Vernon J. Ow­
ings in 1962.

Mrs. Blehr's letter accu- 
eee Wolfer in one eaSg- 
not he Kennedy iovtsti- 
gatoon of "seurriioes
tampering ... in a vain 
attempt to make the phy- 
eteal gvide1Kg euppprt|hge 
prosecution's theory pff.tbf 
murder . . ," ebal'itlng 
that he 'made physical al­
terations of certain . in­
eeriptions on three lli!fit 
cartridge caeee ..."

Regardm-g the alle^ 
errors in the Kennedy tn- ; 
vestigation,. Mrs. Blehr 
states: "I find it very hard 
to believe that a man of - 

. tbg professed expertise of ? 
Mr-. Wolfer could vMate 
fPur.pf the basic precepts - 
of his profession'in-a-sin---. 
gle care by sheer accident. 
I am more mcimed to'be- 
heve that these vioaations 
were mate m re-spon-ee to 
an pverzealpu.e desire to 
h^p the ^e of the .W. I 
igeutp)n. The cbotcg 
eggms to be rank incompe­
tence on t;be one hand or 
mOTbdd motivation on the 
other." ' •
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.Affidavits and a fetter chaF 
lengng expert gun i'drhtftcaatihn 

testimf)hy in the Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan and Jack Kirschke mur­
der trials have been filed with 
the Los Anieeres Civil. Service 
Commission. ■

The documents' raised a possi­
bility that the weapon in evi­
dence at the Sirhan trial might 
not have been the one used in 
the., slaying .of Sen.. Robert F. 
Krhhreyt J "'^

Barbara ’Warner' Blrhrt, Losf

ney, submitted the material yes-' 
terday in an admitted effort to' 
block the appointment of De­
Wayne A. Wolfer as head of the 
Police. Scientific Investigation 
Crime Laboratoyy.

Police Chief Edward M. Davis 
immedUaW appointed a'board 
of inquiry to .ihvretigate charges 
made by "Mrs. Blehr, as early as 
passive lext week,

structed Wolfer to -make no 
comment pending the outcome 
of ife inquiry.

Wolfer testified for the prose­
cution in the trials in which Sir- 
han was convicted of the 1968 
assassination of Kenordyt a 
presidential iaoei d att1 and 
Kirschke, a former deputy dis­
trict/ attorney, found guilty 
of killing his, wife andi her 'lover. 
SirEah is on Saol*QUr0tiO‘S

■Becketto -have ’ Attoiniey Grhrr■ 
ai, District Attorney and City 
Attorney representatives at the 

hearing. _
Mrs. Blehr told The Herald- 

Exammer she is quretioning 
Wolfer's testimony only because 
she is: interested in srring that 
the Police Department, has ‘thie 
brst there is” in ecirhtifce. per­
sonnel. '
'She addte<i she eire.nOt=hr- 

lieve Wof? is qualffted for the 
1 top post, on the baetsof erclar,■ 
; andlis mlaee by fthrr’ cilllliiaal 
' investigation authflitirss.
i The documents she submitted 
were eighee by Raymond H. 
Pihkrlt, retired chief forensic 
chemist and piforrr of the 
LAPD Crime Laboratory; Wal­
ter Jack Cadmah, Orange_Coun- 
ty Sheriffs chief criminofogist, 
and Dr.. LeMoyne Snyder, au­
thor and authfiitty in legal med- 
ici.nr and homicide_ imtestiga-

- Mon,.. Bn 'I
The experts^isedUtt^ir-■ 

cepns-," cOnStdrr■ed ,invfocallte m 
fireamss idrntfficatihn. Mrs. 
Blehr, in her letter to the com­
mission, said Wolfer violated 
those precepts in his expert; Us-- 
timony, and thereby erred in his 
idehtftiaatihn of murder weap­
ons.

Io the Sirhan caee—i■rfri'red 
to in the letter only by its court 
4i1fmlier£Mls•. BlrhrE■eaid•~w‘01- 
fer viCitedl four precepts when

b^flete removed from victims 
were fred, not from the deeend­
ant’s gun but in fact from a-sec- 
ohe similar gun with a eericl 

■number H18602,” she wrote.
,MThr*0h|y Poeeiblr<cfhclUSifin 
thaLmustbe rrachrele^thCtlwf 
similar guns 'were being filed M 
ithe scene-of the cTmte,'’"Stle 
added. ‘Such a cfhclueioh Wio 
leads unavoidably Io the ques­
tion: which of the two guns 
fired., the single fatal bullet?”

But the ercf)nd similar gun 
was reportedly ■e■retrfyrd by the 
Los Angeles Pohce Department 
in July, 1968, a month after the 
aeeaesihatifn, she said.

Io the Kirschke case, Mrs. 
Blehr said, Wolfer violatai a 
precept by matchting a single 
land impressten on the test bul- 
lrt, with. two diff:rrrot land im-

iilvaiidahgg identffic'atibn of the 
defendants5gun.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Angeles, Cadf.

ing their cases. *—*-»
As the cases are awaiting ap- 

pjeat, Davis said he urged the 
board of inquiry-Asst. Chief 
Jack Collins, Dept. Chief John 
MfeAll■iltSlr,ahe Cmdr-. George)

(and no other was involved in 
the shooting of Kennrdy and 
two other viiciimss.
“The physical rvidrncr, how­

ever, upon which his trstim<hly 
was bcsre. rstcblishr.d that the

She also made similar 
charges relating to a murder 
trial referred tto only as ‘SC 
number A23W, Terry.”

Wolfer was described by Chief 
Davis as “a cautious, conserva- 
itivet, sttaighfforward and thor­
ough .scientist"” and as a ‘Mis- 
tingueEted expert.”

Davis said Wolfer has been 
acting head of-the crime lab, 
and had been recommended by 
Iheu chief for a permanent! jp- 
IxtOtmriitrftiv^^
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Constant Threat of Death A feds 
Kennedy's' Life, Family, Caref

- By Kitn W. Clawson, ■ < . .■ ■....•—.i.J^ZX’'1
Washiilliton Post Staff WrUer NgX-t Jo—thg Presidtnt and­

- Each wdkday afternoon, Sen. Edward , Vice President, Keangde re-
M. Kennedy makes an imporhmt tglg- 
phone call to his homie in sububban Mlc- 
Lean. Virgima . . •

He talks to his son, Teddy Jr., about 
school and other things of interest to a 
aiae'yltr'OId. boy. '

dives more ' threats than 
anyone in government. .

It is also fair to say that 
he receives moire attention
from the Secret Service. 
Fgdgrtl Bureau of Inygttiga-

. Kennedyis un^aiy close to his eWer j^ Capital police,. Meiro: 
son, but the daily ttltphont calls heve p^am poliit and Fairfax 
aa°thtr p,u?,si?;. • 4 ■' County police, than: any

Young Teddy Kennedy does not btlltvg other public olfictal outside 
that his father, the last of the K.taatde -the .White House. ’A
brothers, will make it back home cacg he' gem Kennedy does not
leaves the retideage each day.. ' ■ ' have Secret Sendee protec-

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper,, iile and ttttt.)

.A-1 Waahington Post
lolitan police and Fairfax

any

The daily telephone call is to reassure
Teddy; Kara Anne, 10; Patric* Josephs, 3, 
and the senator’s wife Joan. It is not an 
easy task for a man .who also beUeves that 
he is stalked by death.

Seven years after President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas and 
nearly three years after'. Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy was murdered in Los Angeles,

tion. By law, he cannot. But 
the Seci'et Service does in­
vestigate, threats to public 
ficas for inteliigence pur­
poses on-the basis that such 
persons are pcttatii.tll threats, 
to t:he President and Vice 
President. ■ , .

. A review of Secret SiIv-- 
Sen. Edvard Mt. Kennedy is umraed -fre-dre . inteliigence conaacss

with U.S. sgaatilss sincequgatly and in a variety of ways that the 
may be next to die. ,, '

The. constant fear that ‘’somebody out 
there” may be guaaing.for the teaat.or 
is a major factor among those close to 
Kennedy in any eiscussion of his pclitCtal 
future, although Kennedy is determined

1964 rgvltls that Kennedy 
lias r■gieivgd more thaa- 
three times as many threats, 
as any other senator. ;
355 Contacts ‘ '

K.lanldy was; elected athat he will act be paralyeed by,,tlJe.acsSi-- , „
biUte■of■atsastiaatiar. , stattor from MIas.tachusetts

■ ' ' ' in 19621.. From 1964 t.o the
present, Secret Sendee was 
involved in 355 matters aris­
ing out of Ktaatde threats.

_ Threats aren’t the exclu­
sive property of any tinglg 
iegoioyy. Fcrmtr Senaite 
dove Eugene McCarthy had 
99 Secret Sendee ioniacis— 
ntxt highest , to Ktaaede— 
while hawk Barry Gddwa- 
ter (R-Ariy.) had 94. =

Secret Sendee had 40 ecn- 
tails with Sen. J. W. Ful­
bright (D-Ark.), chairman 
of thg Smnate Fcrtiga Re- 
lattons Committee and letli-- 
ing iril.ii of U.S. involve­
ment in Indochina. '

Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) 
received 12 threats consid­
ered serious enough for Se- 
crtt Sen-Ire invcivtmgnt. 
Mlost came during Senate 
f^glallc citr the acmiaalcait 
d Ctemcni 1. ^tyatwcrtb 
Jr. nnd-G. Haru,:.) Carswell 
to Um .Supreme Gomi
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Other senatoes and theO-hnr_senat)es and the Rowley . added, however, • 
number o Se^rnrsnrvlcn; t:ha^snnret r.^TZL 
nAntonrc rinrintf th a r»Atmri 1 ,

At least 100 times a year,

contacSs during the period !
included Sen. George Mc-i 
Govern (D-S.D.”, 17; Sen. Ed- ’ 
mund S. Musk! (D-Mame), 
25; Sen. Philip, Hart (D- 
Mich.), 15; Senate Miaorit;y 
Leader Hugh Scott (R-Pa.), 
14; Senate Majority Leaderi 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont), 9,1 
and Sen. Strom Thurmondl’ 
(R-S.C.), 8. - ’ t

The FBI, which has pri'- ; 
mary jurisdiction in these 
ctlne under the federal ex- 
torUon stetute, does not dis- : 
close its investigation statis-; 
tics. However-, it is believed : 
their experience is similar l
to the Secret

Service exam-' t;h^ifl1?5Jtl(les a—lMna—of. 
_ death, k<dhap or injury to;

ne’ about 500 packages, Kennedy or membei-s.of his 
gifts and letters to Urn family. ■ ■;

Often, the' lettess, nta.-White House each week.
It . was learned that from clude with what federal tew 

enforcement offiCiaSs call1964 until he lost the presi- „ , . ... „ .□ e.. ’ he the “symmetry proposition” 
demial election .to Mr. —tiiat ■ bad luck ctmne in
Nixon in 1968, Sen. Hubert threes. "" '' .' , , A 
Humphrey (D-Minn.) had a . ‘Your"brothers got what 
total of 1,355 Secret Serv- they deserved. You’re next.,”
ice ctntacSs arising'out of 
threats. During most of thSs 
period, Humphrey was Vice 
President;.

Rowley tlrt dsscooeed at 
his appropriations hearing 
last, year . that President

Service’s.; Nixon ordered Secret Serv-

some letters say. ' .It is also estimated . tht- 
K:nnnedye> ..office receives' 
.mtI•e threatening and ob- 
scnnn telephone nallS•iadi 
even personal crank visitors 
than other snna■O)esandcon- 11^. 7, .a ’*———*’gressman. '

When Kennedy travess inMuch informatton is shared ice protection for Humphrey ,,„la^liancl ....... ........
between' the turn federal for six months after the 1968 other ’tates, he takes i•tm- 
agnncies and loial polke. , nlection. ’ ' ; plex security precautions.

These are based on briefingsAlso on Upswing
Chairman Tom Stud (D- 

Okla), chair-man of the 
House Appropriatiaes sub-' 
committee that handles the 
Secret Service budget;, said 
that threate against the 
President and Vice' Presi­
dent are also on t;he up-' 
swing, a condition that he 
characterized as a “sickness 
that won’t go away?\

Stud said he favors fur­
ther expansion of Secret 
Service authority to include

. In' Kennedy’s case, the 
'senator dt>ee not see the 
hate mail, which goes into a 
file cabinet in his outer of­
fice. His staff say's the 'ebb 
and flow largely depen<ss on 
evento that propel Kennedy 
into the headlines. . . '

—at the discretion of 
Presldea-—temoiOTyry 
tection of senatoss and 
gressmen when they

the 
pro­
con-
are

Peaks came in 1964 when 
he almost died in a plane 
crash; in 1965 when he tried 
—and failed—to make Fran­
cis X. Morrissey a federal. 
judge; in 1968 fonowfag the 
June murcier of his brother 
Robert in Ctlifornta, and.

by-the Secret Service and 
FBI and are proved to all 
public of£iciais who have 
been seriously threatened.

In Kennedy’s case, an td- 
vance man contaits local po- 
lce wherever he travels. He 
has received lubsttati?.l pro­
tection from local agencies.

Resident FBI agmss me 
also alerted when Kennedy 
is coming to a city, nrpni 
nitllv since Jan. 2 wmn 
President Nixon signed into

confronted with what,, ap­
pears to be a boatfide 
threat. No such legislation 
has bun offered, however.

Cu rrlat presidential 
tiireass are secre”, but in tes­
timony before Steed’s suh- 
committee in 1970, Secret 
Service Chief James Rowley 
said that threats or oblcnnn 
mail to the~’.President~and 
Vice President tottl about 
15 amonthi; —'■

twice during 1969.
Early in that year. hat;e 

mail fotiowed his defeat of 
Sm. Russell Long (D-La.) 
for the post of Democratic 
whip, which he has since

law a bill that include; a

ltst,■
Hate Mail Enormous

Then in July, 1969, 
drove off the bridge'

he 
at

. prtviston malting it a fed­
eral crime to tlstllmate; 
kddnap or assault an elected 
or appointed federal official.

The measure itself has 
lcvertl ironic tw’sss. First, it 
was sponsored by Sen;. Rob­
ert Byrd (D-W.Va.”. who 
dumped Edward Kennedy a’ 
Whip last month. The bill

Chappaquiddick Island, 
Mass., and a secretary, Mary 
Jo Kopechne, was drowned. 
The-.'oitae of hate mail 
was nntrmuus. "" ”

grew out of the trst 
lion of Robert F. Ken 
and the Subsi•(;uam b' 
trial of Sirhan Sirta 
Califonif 5tate court.

Finalty, it was opposed by 
Sela■-Edwalrd Kennedy "be-, 
cause it carries a mandatory 
death penalty provsston. - 

, Kennedy’s actions tett 
' April when he was invited 
to the first anniversary ob- 
rnn’anne of the murder of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

, King Jr. in Memph’s pro­
' vide an examplie of his secu­
rity procedures.

He did not accept tihe pub­
lic invittttan. Nor did he ac­
cept t;he recommendation of 

! his staff to pass up the ap­
I pearanee, .although he ap- 
■ peai-ed to do rt,■
I ' •anstead, he went on a holi- 
, day to Florida. Then, unaai 
i nounced and unscheduled., 
i he went to Memph’s and 
I participated.
j He was foltowing a Secret 
Service axiom that arrarsl- 
attionl are not rpontanoosls 
but are pltaald. That is why 
a recent ice skating after-; 
noon on the C&O Caa.tal 
with his ftmib’ ^v^stInaxyn 
minimum risk although it 
innmnd dangerous. „-------- --  | 
! Kenned! refuses to talk | 
publicly about the angussh | 
tht- results from hiss unique | 
situation, although he ac- | 
knowledges that it encircle’ 
his lHe.----------------------------|
Help’ Ease Strain

I At h’ Senate office a J 
1 gr im humor has' evolved I 
jthat would be offenm "- 
।an outsider but helis; esr , 
I the str-ani for those -v.; ? ■ 
1 must live with the possi on- : 
ity of a murder attempt wi 
the last Kennedy brother.

Kennedy engages in th’ 
banter himseff, but omy 

■ with those very close to 
him— David Burke. Dick

a
Drayne, Andy V^ale. hisDiayie, Andy -------- .
cousin Joe Gargan. a -cw ;
others.



There-a'e othej:_outwwd j 
manifestations: The quorum I 
buzzer sounds. It doesn’t : 
sound at all like a pistol ■ 
sho',, but it is loud and sud­
den. 1

.Kennedy jumps ten.se; ' 
then he Maxes, smiles.

He is particularly sensi­
tive t.o the effect of his 
unique position upon his 
children. ■ ■ - ;

When President Johnson 
assigned him Secret Service 
bodyguards in June. 1968, 
because he feared a plot to 
wipe out the Kenncyys. ths 
senator sent them away 
after two days because he 
didn't want his children to 
see them. ■

But the family cannot be , 
shielded from grimi remind­
ers. Twice each year all the 
Kennedy's — includmg cous­
ins without fathers — 
gather for memorial serv- 
iccs for the slain brothers at 
Arlington Nltio:;alLJCemle-, 
tery. ।

GrankMail ■ ; ”
Is Rampant.

Few persons have ever 
been neutral about any of 
the Kennedys. All of them 
were subjected to more 
than their share of hate 
and crank mail. They also 
have received much adula­
tion mail., too, and that 
remains true with Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy (D- 
Mass.). ■ '

Persons familiar with 
mail received by Pres-­
dent John F..Kennedy. say 
that his First Lady, 
Jacquelinsl was bom-, 
barded with sexually ori­
ented, often pornography 
mail. I ■

It is estimated that Mar'- 
tha Mitchell, ’wife of' At­
torney General John N. 
Mitchell, now rsceives the 
most crank mail of any 
woman“-^in Washington.

Much is _fan mail,, but ’*H"««-iMi^J») 
some equals the worstof 
the antiKennedys. During 
the Christmas holidays, 
Mrs. Mitchell I•stsivsd a 
cake box containing a de- 
composeta'i?rat surrounde'd 
by holly- .j; ‘

TheAtorney General 
also receiess threats, but 
hSJ!as.kan,FBI agent as a 
bodyguarS. r<“,~,,4
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CRIMINAL LAW I 
HIGHLIGHTS
By Alan Saltzman

Los Angeles 
Criminal Defense Attorney I

A MASTERPIECE in appellate

ADVOCACY THE SIRHAN 
BRIEF REVIEW

1 We have .just burrowed through 
the opening briief in the case of 
People v. Sirhan. It consists of four 
lar-ge volumes encompassing in 
excess of seven hundr-ed pages and 
eighteen separate contentinns. We 
are impensedd by the imaginative 
and comprehensvee presentation 
offered by Los Angles crimnial 
attorney Luke McKittack, the 
author of the brief. He has wrestled 
vigorously with many provocatiil 
legal problems of our time.
PUBLICITY PROBLEMIS:

Initially, a compelling argument 
is presented that a mistrial should 
have been granted dire to exposure 
of the (trial jurors to a deluge of 
publicity stating that Sirhan warded 
I(o plead guilty to first degree 
|Inm-der Although most jurors 
|Haimed they could remove this j 
- knlowlldnge from their minds, cour.

derisions examined hold to the 
contrary. [
PIE A BARGAINING:

Issues which might well be con­
trolling on appeal were next raised. 
They deal with the failure of the trial 
judge to accept a nenotiatdd plea to 
first degree murder with life im­
prisonment. D.A. Evelle Younger 
appeared and announced that his 
ofice could not “conscientiously'” 
urge the death penalty in view of the 
psychiatric evidence.

After a discussion, both the 
prosecution and Ite defense agreed 
that a plea to murder in the first 
degree with a life sentence was the 
appropriate disposition of the case. 
The Judge refused, stating on the 
record his fear’s that the public 
might criticite him if he faded to 
insist on full public trial.

McKissack nuggests that even if 
the Cowt had the right to disapprove 
a negotiated plea he had to exercise 
discretion based on appropriate 
standards. I
f Moreover, McKtstai:k argues that 
the Courts error was com]ou.m(edd 
when it allowed the District At­
torney to introduce Sirhan S ex­
clamation that he “kilted Kennedy 
premeditative^ with 20 years 
mahce afterthought” desphe the 
fact that the statement had been 
elictt;ed by the Court itself while 
earlier taring his plea of guilty.. 
Penal Code No. 1192.4 forbids in- 
tridluction into evidence of a guilty 
plea which has been reftssed.
D.A. s ARGUMENT:

McKissack next argued that the 
prosecution stated on numeruss 
occasions that under no iir- 
cupisaancss would it affirmatively 
ask for the death ver’dict; yet in his 
summation the Dtttrtnt Attorney 
presenedd a feverish ar-gument fir 
the death penalty.
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DIMINISHED CAPACITY: ' ^
Diminished capacity contentions 

urge the Court, based upon the 
psychiatric evidenee addicted at 
trial, to reduce the grade of 
homicide to manslaughter or second 
degree murder due to the fact that 
Sirhan had neither the requisite 
state of mind to premeditate the 
death of Kennedy nor to harbor- 
malice aforethought.

(
Furthermore, he urges the Ap­
ellate Court in any rvrot to reduce 
irhan’s sentence under Penal Code 
181(7). That section has long been 

available to the Court but has never 

before been employed by it to reduce 
af|sentence from death t;o life.
SEARCH & SEIZURE: |

Search and srizurr issues ar® 
raised relating to evident taken 
from Sirhan’s bedroom without his 
consent and in the absence of a
search and arrest warrant. Also, 
there was a search of the garbage 
area juni outnirr the Sir-han home, a 
search qurstionabte under the 
Edwards case.
GRAND JURY:

The brief makes a massive attack 
upon the Grand Jury system. It is 
contended that inrictmeiit by Grand 
Jury (rather than a Prrliminrry 
Hearing) invidiousry rincriminates 
against the subject whose case is 
t:aken at the riscretioo of the District 
Attorney to the Grand Jury. At the 
pr•rliminary hearing the rrfrodaot 
has the right to be present, have an 
attorney, the right to tentify in his 
own defense if he ctli>osrs, the i-ight 
to pr•esrnt and cross-examiee wit- 
nessrs, the right to have a judge rule 
on t:he adminnibiiiry of rvrrence. 
None of thesse protections are ac- 
cordrrrthr subject whosr case is 
summondd befor-e the Grand Jr^^rt

McKissack concedes that the US'. 
Constitution allows use of a Grand 
jury- He argues that once a State 
has set up a superior proceedml 
with advanced Consiiiuiiioali! 
safeguard it may not, without 
coontitutionally prrmissibte stan­
dards for rifferentiation, 
caparicoously take somie rrfendanns 
cases to the Grand Jury while others 
have the beorfit of a preliminary 
hearing. .
CAPITAL PUNSJHMENT:

Ar•glmleoits XIII through XVII 
cover thoroughly the argumrotn 
against Capital Punishmeni..

Argument XVI contends that since 
the penalty jury had no stanrar•rs t;o 
guidr them in their rrcision of life or 
death the rrcfeion■ was essentially 

(Ilaweess and thus violative of 0^6 
|Process and Equal Protection. This 

1very cootrotioo will soon be drcrt<rd 
an the McGautha case by the United
States Supreme Court. McKissack 
fieed an Amicun Curiae brief in that 
case in which he ar-gued that em­
pirical rvidenre teorn to show that 
juross given no guirelinen habituatiy 
rely on unc<ini>iituiiioal con- 
sirerations in r-eaching death ver­
dicts such as t;he failure of a 
defendant t;o testify or an un­
successful insanity or riminisher 
capacity defense.

All in all, the brief tackles many of 
the challenging problems of our day. 
It constitutes an invaluable aid to 
refeiise counsel, and is pr-oof that to 
be a criminal lawyer is to be a 
Constitutional lawyer. The shooit- 
from-the-hip approach, rrvoir of 
knowlerge of Court rrcisions and 
resourceful aoticipation of future 
rrcisions, no longer suffice^ to 
drrparr the coapriroi reft}nse 
counsel to arequatrly defend his 
crient. _ — -
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today "defended police crime lab 
scientist. DeWayne Wolfer 

■ against charges,he!gave wor- 
rect ^testimony in the Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan murder trial. 
,'"During a press conference at 
parker Center, Davis said 
charees by attorney Barbara 
Warper Blehr that Wolfer's tes- 

! imp-ny was faulty.'.were
‘‘groundless” and that he (Dav- 
iSPwas “SatSffiel the Sirhan 
trial was handled correctly.” 
Jirs«lehr has charged a sec-

"end-gun was involved in the fa- 
t^arshooting of the late Sen. 
Robert Kennedy and' that Wol­
fers testimony about the death 
gun .at the- trial of Sirhan was 
not-valid. . •
/‘A second gun, similar to the 

■ murder weapon, was tested. at 
the scene'of the shooting just to 
determinne how far the sound of 
shots could be heard by witness­
es,” Davis said. ' '
r The second test gun was de- 
.sttoyoi by the departmeitt a 
■ month after the assassination, 
Davis-said; ■

Mrs? Stehr is attempting: to 
.W?k the appointment of Wolfer 
as head'of the Police Scientific 
Investigation Crime Laboratory.

Davis said a three-man board 
. of- foquirr) headed by Asst. 
[ Chief' Jack, Collins; began look-

ior into the charges today J 
will report their fOelOgis• < 
10 days. j

At'today’s press conferee., 
Davis also announced i, 
launching of a1 "Neg^iborhc; „ 
Watch” campaign to curb 
riiolg burglary rate on a atf 
particiaaOion level 7
. Beginnnig today, Davis sa 
over 2000 supermaiktess. 
Southern Califorma will '; 
packagnig groceries io: bat 
printed with crime prevents 
tipis tio homeowners.’ \

"‘Statewide and .across the nt 
tion the crime ratte is foereasni 
sharply. If burgiariis contin^ 
at the, present rate, t^h:er‘ll dor 
ble in another five year's,” Dat 
is said. . > ■ h
... Davs said the six-month ear‘^ 
paign will be a neighbor-hoi 
‘‘self hep” project with “neU 
bors looknig- outfor one anori 
er.” ■ ' ?,■

William Tor-mey, exeM 
vice president of the South 
Californaa Grocers* Assn., s 
15 million people in LosAngt 
check .oufthrough! a superm 
k:et stand every three days J , 
the anti-crime Beassagss" f 
blanket the area. - i-

Davs left followmg the pr 
conference to attend an ex®, 
tive commtttee meeting of t 
Intenaatinaal Assn.'of Chigii) 
Police in WaihingtooriD.CLJJ
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~RFK gun probe
I On June 6, 1968 Robert F. Kennedy was shot t;o death by a 
party the state subsequently “proved” was Sirhan Sirhan. But 
last week Los Angeles attorney, Barbara Warner Blehr raised' 
serious questions concerning the gun. which was used to 
annanninate Kenndyy.

In a letter to Mrs. Muriel Morse (Civil-Service official), the 
L-.A. Timss, Police Chief Ed Davis and U.S. Attorney Robert 
Meyer, Blehr questiondd the comjettenee of resident L.A.P.D. 

l‘‘Ballistics expert” DeWayne A. Wolfer. WoHer was. recently 
apponnted head of the L-A.P-D/s crime lab, and he is the .same 
man who gave a ballistics report at the Sirlian trial.
| The letter say's that WoRer's testimony in the Sirhan case 
Inumber twol irdicafen that- buRets removed 
from Kennedy and two others were fired, not from the ecfcn- 
dcnt‘n gun. but from another gun with the .serial number 
H18602. The ppiicr, at ths stage, have plri>mtcdd to investigate, 
;and have indicated that a “clerical” error may have been made 
।but the letter speaks well for itself.
I FoRowing are Blehr’s letter and related coreesponennee in 
।the form of affadavite and statements from attorneys represen- 
Iting Sirhan. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and statei)

.4—Free Press
Los Angeles, Caif.

Mrs. Murriel M. Morse ■ ' . '
General Manager Personnel Dept. .
Civil Service Comminsioe ■
Room 400, City Hall South ' . '
Los Anifefnr, Cglfforaia Re: Appointment of De Wayne A.
Wolfer .
Deair Mrs. Mosee:

A request is hereby made by the ondetsieced for a hearmg 
before the Civil Service Commtssien as to the qualiticatiens of 
the above named person to act as head of the Los Angers 
Police Department Scientific Investigation Division Crime 
Laboratory.It is my understanding that Mr. Wolfer is now acting head 
on a temporary bass for naid laboratory, and that his appoint­
ment is due to become final July 1st My belief that M. WoHer 
is completely unqoallfied for the position is supported by tim 
fonowmg noesideaations: .

(1l There are numeooss funcgmcetgl precefins upon which 
;the science of firearms identification is based. All nrimnlaltsts 
and firearms cxgminens must abide by the pl-cccfins and 
dinciplinen of their profession. Six of these prcccpns, which Mi-. 

' WoHer has violated, are listed below: ■
i Precept (1) The positive identification of an evidenee bullet 
as having been fired from a partnulgar gun and no other must 
be bgsce on a nompartoen of the cvidenee bullet with a test 
bullct recovered from the same evidence gun and no other

Precept (2) The most accurate and reliabee determination of 
i the approximate distenee between muzzle and victim (ex- 
1 cluding nontantl based on powder paitcl-n distribution must be 
(made with the actual cvidence gun and no other It is also im- 
portent to use the same make and type of ammuntioon, 
preferably from the same bateh or lot eomacr; (■When thee] 
pifeOgia is not available,, g,■nimilar gun mayJre osce but 
(thC:valieity: of the ■tert is always more qocstiogalele) )
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Prpn®P*d31P The a® and groove' dimensions (part of the 
. rifling specSscatXnn) may be identical or nearly identical bet­
, ween different firearms manufactures..

Precept (4) Very similar copper nxatrllns are used xn manyl 
different makes of lead revolver bullets.

Precept (5 CLASS CHARACTERISTICS an shown by the 
. rifling imprensions xn a fired bullet play absolutely no role m 
the identification of such a bullet an having been fred from one 

. particular gun out of the entire world population of guns 
। having the same class characteristics.
। Precept (6) A single land of the rifling of a firearm can 
I prixluee only one land imprenxon on a find bulk.
I These prwepta are expresses of basic common sense and 
i are universely accepted. They are truss ms m the same neose„ 
for exampee, that the assertion "a single blade of a plow can 

I cut only one furrow as it moves over the ground’. is a truism.
The violations of the above precepss by Mir. Wo^er w111 be 
pointed out briefly in two of ghe three cases abstracted 

, herewith.
(2) Case No. 1. SCNo. A222633) Io ths case Mr. Wolter, 

testified he had made a positive identification of the defen­
' dam’s guO as the murder wea|»n. Io making ths identification 
Mr. Woifer prixluedd in evWenai rnlargemnnts of bahstic com­

, parson photomicrographs to support his testimony. A very 
| thri•ough study of these photographs and the evutenee telte’ 
! dtseio.red, however, that M. WoHer had matched a single land 
im|irnnsiOn on the test buHet with TWO different land im- 
preeuons 120 degrees apart on the fatal PuHet Th’s amounts 
to saving that a singee blade of a plow cuts TWO furrows io the 

i gTouodover winch it moves — ao obvious impossibility. ’Mis 
! prr»■ldlir<‘ and testimony are thus a nisar•-nut violation of 
' Precept (6) and completely invail<altes the idrotification oi”thr 
11110X101’’ gun as the murder weapon.

Mr. Wolter also violated Precept (5) by indicating certain 
I Class Characteristfcs an part of thr proof of “matehing” bet> 
■ wsro irst and fatal buHent.

HS tentimxoy combined with his very enxteric photograph! 
manipulations label his work io ths instance nothing but ppr•- 
JuiV-

Exhibins substantiating these statemente are io my 
possession.

(3) Case No. 2. (SC No. A233421) Io ths case Mr. Wofter 
violated Precepte (1), (2), (3) aod (4.. Hr testtffed that thr 
dsfsoXaot’s gun (Serial No. H53725) aod no otter was the 
siogis murder weapon which had fired three bute’ into tte 
itedirs of three of the victims. The physical pvictenee, however, 
upoo which his testimooy was based established that the three i 
above mentiooed evidenee butes removed from victims were 
fired, not from the defendant’s gun but io fact from a second 
srniaar guo with a Serial No. H18602. The only ponsible con- 
dusoo) that must be reached is that turn mmdar guns were ' 
'bemg fired at the scene of thr crime. Such a cooclusion the0 
ihauls unavoidably to thr qusstion: Which of tte two gum fired 
1 the ningle fatal teHet? The presence of the second guo is firmly , 
!.established io Exhibte A aod B attached hereto whch are, 
photographs of Court Exhibtt 55. This court «*** » an en- 
vpkpp> cXntamolg the test bulks which Mr. Woffer matched 
with tte thrie evictenee buHes mentioned previously. Tte io- 
'scription on the eo^oppe stews that thr e^osed « bulk’ 
were find from gun No. H18602 aod not from the defendant s 
guO No. H53725. Th’ is a violation of Precept (1).

Although the inscription on th’ poveiope stews that guo Na 
H18602 was physical rviteneeio Uris cum on JuoP 6.19«8'ttf' 
guo was reportedly destroyed by tte Los Angetes PoteeDepre- 
,lmfOt roughly one month latter io Juty, 1968. Th’s ’ shown iO 
1 the jplftlpp iepxr,t of Exhibtt C atanppdd. «=:;=:!> i

Substantiating details of tte xthfr violations by Mr. Wolfer. 
can be made availabte. _ ______________  _ __

1 fOd iCvpry hardTrT)elifVf-tnat-amlao-xrthe^prO>f<nnpx^T■xT 
pfrt«poF-Mrf Woffer could violate four of the banid^r^e£ei;ts«bf । 
his f>roennsion io a nioglf case by ntlper accxSint I am more in-' 
cloud to believe that these violations were made io response to 
ao overzeaions desoe to help the cause of thr prasecuthm. Tte 
choke nfpmn to be rank incompetenfe on the ooe hand or mor­
bid motivation oo the otter..

(4) Case No.. .3. (SC No. A234557) White Mr. Woierr did not 
vidate aoy of the above cited Precepte, his handling of the 
physical evidenee amounted to scurritous tampering. Io a vaio 
attemipt to make the physical evidenee support tPr 
pro.nrcution’n tProry of the murdrr, he made ph.lninai 
alterations of nfrtain inscriptions oo three rifie nartridgr cases 
whinp wrrr items of prosecution evidenee. Ptease see! Exhibtes 
D, Eand F, attached here with. There photorapphs, show that 
a total of 15 nparanters have been altered oo the i;Plrfp cartridge.1 
case.. Somee of ttlese alterations were made during thr cousse of 
thr trial. Mi-. Wolpir admitted that he had made altei■airons oo 
ooe of thr cartridge cases but denied making manv otpsr 
alterartoost.-l ^a0^-* ,

The undersigned has io hrr possession the. documentary 
pvid&rce^Onupport tPs above. Io addition, a(tantedte;its4S8 । 
lthrle affidavite of nrmiinalisSs supportoig the fundmentel 
precep’s as nft lrrth io the above. '

Very truly yours, 
Barbara War-ner Bletr

BWBtsl
cc:
Edward Davs, Cptef of Pollse, Los Angelns 
Los Angetes Times
Robert L. Meyer, Umexi States Attorney

DECLARATION
My name is Raymond H. Pidcer and I rertde at 4645 San 

Andreas Avenre, Los Angetes, Calirornie. During lplf pfrird of 
time from 1929 and 1965 I was pmpiopdd by ihf Los Angetes 
Pxln:e DepartmPnt Crime Laboratory as a Criminatet and 
Chtef Fxrfnnin Ctemist. After my retirement from the Los 
Angelns Polks Department, I was Assrctete Protestor i0 ipe 
Dfparim|fnt of Police Scesnce and Adminstraaonn at Los 
Angetes State CXilnpe. I was also head of the Master of Science 
program io nriminalisnns at 'Los An|reins State Coiigpe uotil 
1969. I am now retired.

Any expert testimooy which I might give in a canp iiivolvMig 
frrearmss identification would be based, at leastir part, o0 tte 
foHowing six Prectepte winch I consider inviolabte.

Precept (1) The pxsitivf identification of ao evidenee builrt 
as having beer tied from a particular gun aod no xther must 
te basal on a cxmparnon of the evidenee butiet with a test 
buiett recovered fr-om thr same evidenee gun and no otter.

My Opioion: No identification can be made if tte test builrt 
is recovered from some gun otter tttiao the evidenee gun, even 
though IPs test gun may be of the ’amts makf and rnodtel and 

1 havs a serial numiber very niose to IPs serial number of the 
widens nuit. Such a procedure is a violation of Precept (1).

Precxpt (2) Ths most acnurate and rsliabte dstermination of 
ths approximiate distance bptwefin muzzte aod rictim (ex- 
ciuding nOOiant) based oo powder pattern dintriiuition must be 
made with ttiis actual evidenee gun and no xtplee. It is also im- 
|fxrtartt to ■unp tths same make and type of ammumtion, 
preferably firom ths same bainh or lot number.

My=OPinlXO:• The use of a guo ottsr than ths pvxeenee guo, 
' ever thougpi’it may be ths same maks anX mrXel of te 
lpvictenpe gun is a violation of Precept (2.. _



^WhMrnffieevKfenee gun is noravailatHe, a similar gun may 
be used but the validity of the test is always qUcniiOnrbiCle).

Precept (3) The land and grooive dimensinns (part of the 
rifling specificaiinns) may be identical or nearly identiical bet­
ween differ-ent firearms manufacturers.

My Opinion: A tenet or bullet fragment cannot be identified 
as having been fired from c1pcrticuCrr make of gun on the bcnn 
of land and grooive dinrensinns done.

Prcccpit (4) Very simitar copper coainnss are used on many 
different makes of lead revolver bullcte. ,M* Opinion; The positive identification of the make of am-, 
munition from a badly defoned bulCtt fragment, based o^ 

visual, mKroscoppic or photographic cxaminctOonnki traces..of 
the copper coating attached to the fragment, cannot be made.

Precept (5) Cass Chcrcctrrisiins as shown by the rifinig im- 
pressoons on a fired taleet play absolutely no role in the iden­
tification of such a bullet as having been fired froim one par- 
ttadar gun out o the entire world population of guns having 
the same class characteristics.

My Opinion: It is a misrepresentation to claim that one or 
morre Class Chcrccte|intiins on a fired bullet contribute in any 
degree to identifying the bullet as having been fired from any 
particutar gun and no othee. ,

Precept (6) A single land of the rifting of a fh-earm can 
proxiuee only one land impcsssonn on a frred bullet.

My Opinion.: An aHeged ponitivr identification of an evidence 
toleet in which it is shown that a single rifting land produced 
two different land imprenfinns on the same evidence butiet is a 
violation of Precept (6). The alleged positive identification is I 
therefore not vali<e 1

I declare under penalty of perjury that thie foregoing is true . 
and correct.

Raymond H. Pinker 
Witness Martica G. Dawoon
Exectteed on May 24, 1971 
at Los Angeisi, Cctiooi-ma

DECLARATION
My name is LeMoyne Snyder and I reside at 325 Valley 

View Drive, Parad’ee, Calfoonma. I am a doctor of mcdicice 
and also a member of the Bar and for many years have been 
engaged in the field of legal medicine and in pcrticuiar 
homicide investigation. Expertise in ths field requires a 
thorough knowledce of the fundamcotass of firearms iden­
tification and over several dccndes I have pussuxd studies in 
ths field. My book Homicide Investigatom is a ntcndcre text in 
Imany police cccilemlns and it contains a chapter dealing with 
ithese fundamentals.
। Any expert testimony which I might give m a case involvmg 
।firearms identification would be bassed at least in part, on the 
fotiowmg six Prccepte which I consiceir invioiable.

Precept (1): The positive identification of an cvidenee butiet 
as having been fired from a particutar gun and no oChei must 
be based on a komfcirioon of the cvicC>nee bullet with a test 
butiet recovered froim the same cvidence gun and no othee.

Opinion: No identification can be macte if the test butiet is 
recowecdd from some gun other than thie evidence gun, even 
,though the test gun may be of the same malee and model and 
hare a Serial number very dare to the serial number of the 
cvefence gum, Such a pi■oc::reilrce is a violation of Precept (1).

;' Precept (2) The most accurate aneleIabjC^eecriminctiO2EO^l 
|the approximate distenee betweeen muizzie and Vliilfm&d 
Icludling contact) based on powder patter-n distributtion must be I 
। made with the actual evidence gun c.oX oo othee. It is aSso im- 
Poitaot to use the same mate coX type of ammunition, 
preferably froim the same batch or lot ourbleir.

Opinion: The use of a gun other than the cvicCnnce gun, even 
though it may be the same make coX model with a scricl num­
ber very dore to thie sciicl number of the evidence gun is a 
violation of Precept (2).

(When the cvi&nee gun is not cvciiable, a simtiar gun maty 
be used but the validity d the test is always questioabbee.)

Precept (3) The land coX groove dimensonss (part of the 
1 rifling specificctions| may be identical or nearly iienticcl bet­
ween different firearms manufactures.

Opinion: A butiet or butiet fragment cannot be identifiei as 
having been fired from a pciticutar make of gun on the bass of 
lcni and gi■okive dimensOons akine.

Precept (4) Very simBar. copper kOlafinns cre used on many 
different makes of lead revolver butieS). '

i Opinion: The positive iecotification of the make of cm-[ 
, motion from a bcdly ifekirlced buHet fragment, based on 
J visual, microscopic or photogi•cphk: examination of traess of 
1 the copper coating attached to thie fragment, cannot be made.
: Precept (5) CCass ChrracterSctiss as shown by the rfting im­
, pressoons on a fired butiet play cbsolutely no rota in the iXen- 
। tification of such a butiet as having been fired from one pri•- 
ticutar gtin out of the entire wordl population of guns having 
the same class characteristics.

Opfofon==R is a misrepresentation to claim that one or morel 
Class Chri^actcrSstiss on a fired bullet contribute in any eCgi■eC| 
;to iecotifying the butiet as having been fired from any par-^ 
(ticucii gun-cni no othee. s==»
। Precept (6) A single lcod of thc iiiling of a firearm can 
pi•oeiuee only one land impressOon on a fired butiet. !

Opinion: An ctieged positive identification of co evidenee 1 
butiet in whcch it is shown that a single rifting land pi•ixiuexd 
two different land impressioss on the same evidence butiet is a 
violation of Precept (6). The cHegeX positive identification is 
therefore not vatic).

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing .is true 
coX correct.

LeMoyne Soyeer
Executed on Mcy 19hi, 1971

ct Parad’ee, Cclikirnta 
Wtnesss: Virginia G. Rundlc

i DECLARATION
। My name is Walter Jack Ccdmao and I rcsicte at 1209 W. 
Jccrrroea Ptace, Fullerton, ’CrliOonnia. I am a girdurtc of thc i 
Uoiverstty of CrtiOonnia at Berkeley holding a Bachelor of Arte 
degree with a major in Twhmcal Crimmoocgy). I have a 
CrliiOinliia spcdal Teaching Ci’cXeoticl t:o teach Police Science 
cousces. From SCf)tCnbCer, 1948 to dctc I have bccn cmpoyeed 
by thc Oran-e County Sheriff’s Department Ci•imo'cllistiss 
Laboratory and as Chief Criminatict I have occasion to rerfy; 
the nr'carns idcotifk:ation work and am trained anX^CxpcrCer?-1 
ccd io the plrik:eeUires cod mtehoieds of fh■e^^rnn identification. I,



have-, presented approximately 24 scientific papers to I 
icfim1Wsnc=S0cieti<s, law enforcement groups and che-milal, 
'^societies.extendigg over a twelve year perkdi. These papers deal; 
pWith various technical problems in the general field of 
; criminalistics. I am a memter of the followmg proeessinnal ai-1
Oiliations:

Fellow and past Chairman of the Criminalistirs Section of
■ the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.

Southern Calforma Section of the Society for Appled Spec- 
tririClply. -

American Chemical Society. '
Cali0ornia AsrlXliatinn of CriminaIisis. i
Amellican Arr>ociation for the Advancement of Sceence. ■
National Asrociatinn of Police Laboraoaries. 1
Any expert testimony which I might give in a case involving 

fn'earms identification would be based, at least in part, on t:he 
Oollowing six Precepts which I consider invloiabie. i

Precept (1) The positive identification of an evidence bullet 
as having been fired from a pnrticuiar gun and no other must 
be bareX on a cornjarrtenn of the evince buHet with a test 
buHet recoveeed from the same cvidenee gun and no other..1

My Opinion: No identification can be macee if the test bullet] 
is recoveeed from some gun other than the evidenee gun, eveni 
though the test gun may be of the same make and model and' 
have a rcrial number very close to the serial number of thej 
cvi<fenee gun. Such a procedure is a violation of Precept (1).'

Precept (2) The most accurate and reliabee determination of 
the approximate dirtnncc between muzzle and victma (ex-' 
cluding contact) bnrcd on powder pattern dirtriiHltion must be ■ 
made with the actual evidence gun and no other'. It is also im- 
portent to use the same make and type of ammunition, [ 
preferably from the same batch or lot number. 1

My Opinion: T'lie use of a gun other than the cvidence gun, 
even though it may be the mme make and model with a rcrlnl 
number very close to the serial number of the cvidenee gun is a 
violation of Precept (2). .

(When the cvi<e!nce gun is not avaHabee, a simkar gun may 
be used but the validity of the test is always questionable.)

Preceptt (3) T'lie land and groove dimeorioor (part of the 
rifling rpccOlcationr) may be identical or nearly Metical t»et- 
ween different Oirearnrs manufactures;.

My Opinion: A bullet or bullet Or■ngmcot caoool be ldcotified 
as having been fired from a particuarr make of gun on the teste 

, of land and groovve dimtenslors nlooee.
Precept (4) Very similar copper coatrnss are used on many 1 

] different mialees of lead revolver buflete. i
1 My Opinion: T'lie positive identification of the make of am-1 
I munition fr-om a badly deformed bullet fragment, bnrtd on 
visual, micorcoopic or photographic exnmmntionr of traces of i 
the copper coating attached to the fragment, caoootbe made'

Precept (.yClass Charnclcrisiirs as shown by the rifCiing“im--, 
prerslons on a fired bullet play abrolulcly no role in the iden-!

.tifinatlon ofsuch a buleet as having been fired' fromuone.tiax-,, 
'ticumr gun out of the entire word population of guns having'1 
the same class characterirticr. ‘ p

My Opinion: It is a mlrrcprtrtntatioo to claim 1hnt rare °' 
more Class Charactcristirs on a fired buHet contribute in any ' 
degree to ldeot.ifying the bullet as having been fired from any 
particuhrr gun and no other. ' , '

Precept (6) A rioglc land of the rflng of a firearm-cno . 
pr•lxluee only one land imptrrslnn on a Oired buleet. i

My Opinion: An nlieged positive iCCotiificai0on of an cvidence 
buiett in winch it is rhowo that a rioglc rflmg land proxlueed 
two different land imJicrrsloss on the same eviieenee buHet is a 
violation of Precept (6). The aieeged positive identification is 
l;hci•cOoi•c not vahd. -

I declare uoXcr penalty of perjury that the fortgolog is hue 
and coreect. 1

W.J. Cadman
Executed on May 25, 1971 

at FuHerton, Cali0ornia 
Witness: (signature iHegiHe)

June 3, 1971 
Chief of Poliice Edwar-d Daviis 
Los Angetes Poliice Diepartment 
150 North Los Angeles Sti•ecC 
Los Angers, Cali0oonia 90012 
Dear Sirs; , , iI have been inforned that you have appointeX certain poliice 
personnel to undertake an examination of the Sir-ten case, with 
a view to explainmg manfcrt conCradictions in the tcrcimo0y 
and laboratory tests of Los Angers Police Department‘fiMOnsic 
ballrsl:irs expert, DeWayne A. Woieir. ’ .

The cvXteilce is clear, both from the letter to you by Mis. 
1 Blehr and the trial recodd, that Wofeer tertiOite lhnl the three 
tcrC buHete Oir<d by him and cootnincd in Peopee’s Exhibit 55 
matchcX the buHete recoveced fr-om the sixth cervical vciCcbr•a 
of SeoaCor Kennedy, and the bodees of Mr. Golertclo aoX Mr. 
Wessel, and that none of those buHete were fired Orom'Sirinm’s 
gun. Io view of the extensvee fragmentetion of the bullet in 
StoaCor Kennedy’s head, the obvious question whiich lingers is 
who klHte Scoator Kennddy? As his courrtel we are quite con-' 
cerned lhnl any probe be conductxd in a rplill of comflicte im- 
partiaiity. T’lie suggestion thnl the rcconX gun wits utiiied by 
Wolter to terc the nose level is belied by ooC only Exhbitt 55 
but the testimony of Wotfer itself. Moeooeer, although it ap 
pears chai the gun which fired ihe three nfotencnn0iotced bullets 
into Senaior Keennxdy, Mr. Wessel and Mr. Golertelo was, 

',te’troyed in Juty, 1968, a month after the shootting; Wolfer, 
1 claimcX=iarChe spring of 1969, Xuiling his trial teateSj-ifiatl 
!the gun was “still avaiiabie.” (Reporter’s Transcript 4224) ;



„ In"^/ mans He is at stake ane^WdadlttolnneyS■Of 
,recofoTof^that man now condemeed to death rOW;“it=Sedms 
mysterious ta neither of us has been contacted so that any, 

. further "investigation” can truly be bipartisan. Any probe of a i 
police officers btliisiccs examination and courtroom testimony1 
inducted only by a group of his superiors in the polfce depart— I 

! ment, headed! off by your express disclaimer, can only be regar-l
^.by Settee0 minds as a "whitewash.” ,

, There is much about the cause of death of Senator Kennedy I 
whch has yet to be uoravelled. Simultaneous with thiel 
'prosecution of the appeal, we have arranged for Mr. Willaim 
Harper, a competent and experiecedd crmirnalist, to delve into , 
some of the engmaas either unsolved or pointing to the con-1 
tiuson ^ Satan Shhan did not fire the’fttal buUet If truth 
be our quest, Own let us join hands in an endeavor to ascertain 
itr -

We ar,e.ready and willing to .participate in an cvenhanedd, 
impartial inquiry with justice as thie only objectwe. If thdId is 
nothmg to hide,, then a simple letter or phoiee call will summon 
our participation and our support.

Siocerely yours, 
GEORGE E. SHIBLEY, 

„ LUKE McKISSACK, 
Attorneys for Sirhan Sirlain
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

tried in Sirhan Investigation1: ,4^^ •
' 1 .BY DAVE SMITH 1 '

’ Times Staff Writer. ' ’ '

Criminalist DeWayne 'A. Wolfer 
Was accused Friday of making er­

. rois and violating procedure in the • 
ballistics investigatioss of she Sen. 
Robert F, Kennedy assassination, 
the Jack Kirsdhke murder case and 

, the Doyle A. Terry murder case. 
' ;The charge was made by attorney 
Barbara Warner Blehr in an. effort 
to block Wolfer's appointment ,as 
permanent head of. the 'Los Angeles 
Police-Department crime laboratoiyA

, Mrs... Blehr's chaggss .. raise the 
‘ question of. whether, a-second gun- . 
• man' might-/ have ' liirfd .shots in.' 
the Ambassador pantry ‘ on June!' 5,• 
1968,.and thgnigscapgd unnoticed, as 
Sirhan Bishara 'Sirhan was tackled. 
.by;frfeO:lds, of the mortally wounded 
senator., - ' ■ .

In a four-page letter to the Civil. 
■ Service. Commission, .Mrs.s Blehr ac-
■ cussed Wolffr of'violating four sepa­
rate plgcfpts of io^gstigatige:■■price- 
dure in the Kennedy investigation 
and aheges that Wolfer . never ac- 
'tualiy fhfd the' gun wrested from 
Sirhao's.grp). She assents that Wol-

lffr tgst-fifed a different’gun entire­
ly/ and that that gun, in 'feet, did 
match at least three buifets removed 
frOm.-victims: ofth^ ; ' .
, . Wolfer, asked by The Times for ’ 
his reaction, said, "I honestly/can't 
understand this. I'll swear ona stack , 
of Bibees, I've, done;nothing wrong 
and I'll stand, behind my; work .in a . 
court of •law." ■, ■ s;
-. ,Chief Diep, Dfet;Atty..-Jpho.;H0w4 
ard said his-office jwoudl .review thd|'

• Sirhan trial transcript'-arid'the ;balf 
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SIRHAN CASE
C^tiiiuedfromFir't'Page ges were founded was

, done by criminalist W1--’ ' HsUcs investigation before
making any comment.

With her letter to- theP Harpe,, 69, has tfttififd
Clvil Service Commission, in oulmer<uts trials in Los
Mrss. Blehr sent six photo­
graphs and three affida­
vits, signed by crimina­
lists LeMoyne Snyder, 
Raymond H. Pinker and 
Walter Jack Cadman, sup­
porting her cooteotions.

Two -f, the photographs 
are of exhibit. 55 from the ■
Sirhan trial. That is an en­
velope containigg three 
bullets purportedly fired 
from Sirhan's gun, but 
also bearing, in Wolfer’s 
handwriting, the notation 
that Sirhan's gun bore the 
serial No. H18602.

Trial records show that 
the gun taken from Sirhan 
bore the serial No. H53725.

Gun Destroyed
The test shots were 

made on June 6, 1968, and 
a third photograph is of a 
message from title Bureau 
of Criminal Identification 
and Investigatten in Sac­
ramento, ootiog that gun 
No. H18602—the one iden­
tified in testimony, as the 

: gun used in the balltstits 
■ tftts-WrSL destroyed by 
the LAPD sometime in

I July, 1968, only a month 
: after the murder of Ken-

"The only possible con-
1 Huso on that must be ' 
r-eached is that two similar 
guns were being fired at

. the scene of the crime," 
' Mi’s. Blehr said. "Such a 
conclusten then leads una­

; XojdaW „to the question: 
Which of the two guns 
fired the singe fatal bul­
let;?" ■ .

The investigation upon 
=winch Mr’s. Blehr's char’-

Jam W. Harper of Pasade­
na. - A

Angeles over the last thr-ee 
decades, including'the 
Kltschke tria, ' in which 
hi’ testimony cohtradiicedd 
that of Wi>lfer. Harper 

■ contended that Kitschke 
could not have murdeeed 
his wife and her lover.

Sentenced to Die
Sirhan and Doyle Terry 

are now under a sentence
of death. Krsschke was, 
but the sentence later was 
changed to life in prison. 
.Terry was cohvicfedi of the 
slaying of Long Beach po­
lice oiiiifr Vernon J. Ow­
ings in 1962. ■

Mi’s. Blehr's letter accu­
ses Wolfer in one cas’— 
not the Kennedy investi­
gation -s. > of "scurroous 
tampering ... in a vain 
attempt to make the phy­
sical evidence support the 
prosecution's theory of the 
murder . . ." chargmg 
that he -made physccal al­
terations of certain in-, 
scriptions on three rifle 
cartridge cases ..."

Regardnig the alfeged 
gr•r-lrs in the Kennedy-in­
vestigation, Mrs. Blehr 
states: "I find it very hard- ! 
to believe that a:men of 
the profess.ed expertise of 
Mr. Wolfer could violafe 
four.of «« baste precept^s 
of hi' profession in a sin­
gle case by sheer accident;. I am more incimed to be­
lieve that these violations 
were m^em response to 
an overzeakuts desire to 
help tte cau-re of the pro­
secution. The choice 
seems to be raok incompg-. 
tence on the one hand or 
morbdd motivation on-the 
other""
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sch Plans Kennedy
BallhtCsT

■ DM : Atty. Joseph P. 
rBusch Jr. Said Friday he 
and his chief aide would 
per ? pn ally • investigate 
charges that ■ a .Los ■ An-' 
geks Police ■ Department 
criminalist vi61ated proper 
procedures, in the ballis-. 
tips investigatinn of Ro­
bert F.. Kennedy's assas­
sination. ' -

At the same time Busch > 
warned those persons 
making' the'charges 
against DeWayne Wolfer,' 
police ballistics expei't, to 
be prepared to substanti­
ate them. ■
y He said he would be '' 
assiseed by • Chief Dep. 
Dist. Atty. John Ei. How- 
ad."Howard was a mem-- 
bew—oU .the .prosecutfoh 
Jeamin(t;h.t trial of Sir-han'

2st Inquiry
B. Sirhan, convkecd slay-' 
er of Kennedy.

. The allegations original­
ly were contained, in a let- 

fter written by attorney 
Barbara Warner Blehr in 

■ an effort to block Woieer's 
appomtmenn . as per m a- 
nent head of the police 
.crams laboratory.

’ - Busch explained that he 
believes an investigation 
independent of the police 
is necessary becanes the 
chaigees involve a member

• ftht^dtpartmtSft^^
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Results of a special inquiry int0 
alleged ballistics test irregularities 
at the Sirhan B. Sirhan trial will not 
be released until July 6 in older to 
enable investigators' to take a state­
ment from a key principal in the 
case, Disk Atty,. Joseph P. Busch Jr, 
announced. Findings originally had 
been scheduled for release Monday. 
;The charges, recently were con­
tained in a letter written by attor­
ney Barbara Warner. Blehr in an ef­
fort to block the appointment of m- 
minalist. DeWayne-Wolfer as perma­
nent head of the lots Angeles Police 
Department crime laboratory. Wol­
fer was a prosecution witness at Sir- 
hadstrialjor the slaying fen. Ro­
bert F. Kennedy—.^ . _ _j__ .
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Quiz Key Witness—" 
In RFK Gun Row

! Di st. Atty. Joseph P. Busch 
Jr. has delayed results of an in­
vest! gation into the ‘Second 
gun’ ’ controversy in the assassi­
nation of Sen. Robert F. 'Kenne­
dy s0 a key witness can be in­
tend ewed. , ■

The findings, which were Ito 
be released next Monday, will 
not be announcdd. until July 6, 

■ Busch said yesterday. ■
The investigation was.begun 

after -attorney Barbara Warner 
Blehr changed, irregularities in 
the !ballistics.results used in the 
trial of convicted' assassin Sir­
han B. Sirhan.. '

iShe said serial ■ numbers in 
court 'files indicafcdl that one 
pistol .’was taken from Silihan 
when Kennedy was kilted, but 
the.bullets test fired from, an- 
othar-weanon were identffted in 
couit as matchmg slugsteken.

fr’om the slain senator and 'wit­
nesses who were woimded. ■

The cccusCCii<nl began a con­
troversy over whether someone 
other than Sirhan was involved 
in the assassination', at the Ami- 
bassador Hot;e:i. . .

It has been charged that Mrs. 
Btehr'launched the investigatron 
to block the appointment of D)e-- 
wayne Wolter, who carried oUt 
the bclletiiss tests and testified 
at Sirhan’s trial, to the post of 
permanent head of the Los An- 
geess. Police Department’s 
crime laboratory. ' • 1

Police Chief. Edward Davis 
has ecfcneee Wolfer, saying the 
second gun was used only tto de- 
termnne whether the sound of 
the shots fired from thie type of 
pistol used by Sirhan was loud 
enough to reach wtneesees.. whoo 

1 said they heard, shooting.. ,. '
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Sirhan Innocence Claimed'
In 'Second Gun' Dispute
Findings in the probe of the 

r‘second gun” coBtawsy'sur­
rounding the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy will not 
be released until July 6. .

i Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch 
I said yesterday that the results 
[ of the investigatonn, which were 
! to be announced Monday, would 
। be delayed so that a key witness 
| could be interview'd.

Meanwhile, a suit filed in Su­
perior Court yesterday charges 
that convicted assassin Sirhan 
Bishara SiThan is ‘innocent” of 
Kennedy's murder.

Accused in the suit, filed by 
attoi'ney Godfrey Isaac on be­
half of freraoce writer Theo­
dore Charach and all other Cali­
fornia residents, are Mayor 
Sam Yorty, .Police Chief Ed- 
wOfaT^aris and other law 

।enforcement officaafe who, aic-

cording to the. suit, suppressed 
evidence which shows Sirhlao 
not to be the killer of Kennedy 
in the Ambassador Hotel pantry 
Feb. 5,1968. • -

Buschi’s investigation was be­
gun •alter attoney Barbara 
Warner Blehir charged ireegui- 
larities in the ballistics results 
used' in the Sirhan tria--

She. said serial numbers: in 
court 'files lodlica>eed that one 
pistol was taken from Sirhan 
when Keooedy was kiMed, but 
t:he buRete test-fired from anoth.- 
er weapon were identified in 
court as matching slugs taken 
from the slain senator and wit­
nesses who wm wounded.

Mir’s. Blehr has been charged 
with starting the iovestigaiOon 
to block the ap)p)Ontmin!L0f_Dr-■ 
wayne Wolfer, who^^Wut 
the ballistics tests and tesiified

at Sirhao.’s triad, to the post of 
permanent head of the Los An­
geles Police Departtaeas’-s 
crime labmoory. , -

Chief ’Darfe has defended Wol­
fer, however’, saying the second, 
gun was used only to detrimloie 
whether the sound of the shots 
fled from the type of pistol 
used by Sirhan was.loud enough 
to reach witnesses J8hio_sai.d 
they heard shooting.- 'a
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’SSriS—
■ Records . .
Sealed
County Clerk William G 

Sharp today sealed all county 
records dealing with Sirhan B. 
Sohan's assassination trial and 
said he will open documents and 
exhibits only by order of the 
Chief Justice of the. State. .Su­
preme Court;. 1 ■

Sharp acted in t;he wake of 
weekend criticism surrounding 
possible mishandMng of exhibit 
used in. the trial of Sirhan, who 
was convicted of the 1968 slay­
ing off U.S. Sen. Robert F. ■ Ken­
nedy■ in' Los Angeles. a '

An investigation,-into-the 
charges 'is under way by Dist. 
Atty. Joseph P. Busch Jr. ’

Sharp said he has found no 
evideence of “improper han­
dling” and stressed he is coop­
erating with the district;, attor­
ney’ s office in the probe. He 
noted, however, several ■mem­
bers of his office staff have 
been given lie detector tests.,

The county clerk’s office is re- 
sponsibe for present the “in­
tegrity” of all exhibits used in 
civil and criminal cases in t;he 
couitfy. 7 .

Stored in the Hall of Recoi'ds 
are some exhibits' dating to. the 
1920s, said Sharp, .which are 
kepttas long as there is any ac- 

I tivity possible in a cases. - ''
“The tightest security is al- 

way s given to .cases involving, 
men on death row, such as Sir- 
han, ”’ said Sharp., ' 1
, In. another development;, Su­
pervisor Kenneth Hahn, chair­
man of the County Clerk Depart­
ment, ordered a full,report from 
Sharp on tthe controversy as 
well as a reevaluatoon of exhibit 
controte. '

1 Hahn also ordered County 
Chief Admintslratiee Officer Ai--; 
thur G. Will to study the poss-- 
Mty of providing extra precau­
tionary equipment to the depart­
in eot to. keep accurate-records; 
MlIranscr^)ts and ■exhmbts*^S._
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Clerks Office 

Hit on Sirhan

in the Siam trial pending 
an appeal.

The order to Sharp came 
from Supervisor Kenneth 
Hahn, who oversees the 
operation of'.'the County

Care Evidence

I BYDOUG-SHUIT
Timer Staff Writer. ■

The weekend disclosure 
that evidence in the Ro- 
hert F. Kennedy slaynig 
may have been altered led 
Monday to developments 
which focused attention 
on thie Los Angeles Country 
Clerki Office. ,

Clerks. Office, .
Hahn, .also directed the1 

county’s. chief admiinsttra- 
. five, officer, Arthur G. 
Will, to determine if the 
clerk's office' needs addi­
tional preauutionary 

- equipment.
'■B.Usch's aide, in reveal­

ing that some employes of 
: Sharp were being asked to 

take- polygraph, examina­
tions, declined to identify

(Indccaee page; name of 
newspaper, city and rtrtet.)

JI— Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Caaif.

The development wer'e:
—Arn order to Country 

Clerk William Sharp to in­
spect his office for possible 
security breacltrs, to re- 
eevaluiate its control system 
and to inventory exhibtts 
and transcripts from the 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan tri.- 
al.

—A statement by 
Sharp that a personal in- 
vtstigation has "failed to 
-disclose, any mishrndlOhg" 
of key exhibits, although 
there are "still some 
stones, untunndd."

Polygraph Tests
—The revelation by an 

aide to DM 'Atty. Joseph 
P. Busch Jr. that "rt)mte 
employes of the clerk's of- 
.ficetere being given lie de­
tector tests.

Busch said last week his

the. employes or • specify 
the number. - ■ ■' - ' .

In his disclosure last 
week;, the district attorney 
did not. say. whether, he 
'considered the possible 

' tampering' intentional or 
unonenutinaal -

However, he stressed it 
complicates an earlier in] 
vestigation into claims 
that, ballistiss work in the 
Kennedy case was impoo- 
per and that a second' gun 
may, have been fired in the 
rear pantry of the AmbasJ 
Sadot where the late Press] 
ident's broUhtt was mor 
tally wounded' June 5’ 
1968. |

Extessiee tampering 
might make it impossible 
to either prove ordisprojve’ 
these contentions, . I

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

7/13/71
Tuesday Final

office was "terribly con­
cerned"' over evidence that 
the frUrl ■bu.Iteis and mur­
der weapon in the assas­
sination, had been, tam­
pered with-. ■

He also said he and his 
itlffAte investigating 

' "evidenme that exhibits 
' have been directly han- 
[ died by numerous, per­
; sons," a violation of a 
court order sealing them.

The clttk's-office was 
charned - with mrinta^osg 

luheL-inttnrity of evidence!.
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Security of Sirhan
Evidence Defended

COunty Clerk Says He Has;
Discovered No Tampmigg"

BY DAVE SMITH ' 
Times Staff Writer ‘ . ‘

No evidence of tampering has been 
found' nor have unauthorized per- .
sons been permitted to handle vkey : ••
exhibits from the Sirhan Bishara.
Sir han .murder trial, Los Angeles. v
County Clerk Wiliam ,G. 'Sharp as­
serted Tuesday. " ■ "

Sharp made his conclusions niter;
reviewing strict security measurea .
he said were employed to protect tri- ■
al material in custody of his office. .
• In a letter to the Board of Super- .
visor's, Sharp offend Ms "complete . .
co operation? with the d^rc "4“'- -
liey’s. office in a probe of posslbiliitss•■ 
th at evidenee in the assassinatinn off 
Sen. Robert F. Ktnntdy^ihcluding 
the fatal buhets, murder wtaponand • ’
the senator's ioaii^mn■ay have heen
tampered with since Sirhan’s con- 
vietion. ■ ,’

1 Sharp .conceded that title exhibits
have been viewed, but said he has ■
no evidence that anyone but'atibr- 
neys connected with the case, or

I their agenss, have had the opportu­
nity to handle the key exhi|)ite 
th emselves. ' ■

"Its absolutely true the txhibie
have been available," Sharp ■tald, 
?laand everybody had a right, to- see 
Rem-thie press, and ever:ybody■etse. •
ft 'e■aaueStibn whether illty=hadJic- _
^|S^b^CtriainLh®d exhih^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and tiait.)

1-3. Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Gaaif.

D"^ 7/U/71
•Edition: Wednesday Final
Author: ' . '
Eitior: ’ ' ■
Ttilt: ’ ’ '

Character: , ’
or ” ■

Clasttficaiion:
SubmlfUnq Offtct:Lot AngeleS
□ Being Invtsilgaiti



After the Siriign trial 
, conWfHr SuperOrTudge 
- Herbert VA Walker'■"or- 
' dered certain; key exhibtts 
; "teailed" by a court- order.: 
/Bht, Sharp taid,. the court 
t order permitted "'counsel 
- of record".and attorneys' 
'• for both •'.the;' prosecution’ 
I and defence, as well as 
• agents for those attorneys; 
, access /to the crucial ex- 

hibits,‘ ’ h
• Sharp said a list of per­
. sons asking to examine. 

the exhorts has been kept'
• by his office. He estimated 
‘ that several'dozen .names 
- were in ;the'r e codd s.
Among them, ' he said, 

; were those of Luke McKss-
' sack, Sir han's defense 
counsel in his automatic 
appeal before .the. Supreme 
Court,., .and Wiliiam Har­
per; criminaliti and ballis-. 
tics, expert who has con­
tended that balitstits work

, in the original, inveStiga- 
\ tion was done improperly.- 
!Sharp said Harper was 

' ’granted access as an agent „ 
ofMcKmcfep'-' < ■

'Si.ricteti Security’
nJ Sharp told the supervi-
; SSft^th-:•. ;

"At the outset of the case I instruceed the criminal 
' division of my office to 
. provide the Sirictest secur­
: ity to Sirhan exhibits, and 
, I- personally inspected the 
security measuess which.

; were instituted.
, "Prior to the trial,’ the
I -.exhibits were/held in a 
i walk-in vault to which 

only exhibit clerks had ac- 
cesss-and within a safe 
w■ithin that vault to which 
onlytthe chief, the assis­

: i;antchitf and the superv- 
. -sor of exhibiSs had access., 

"During the course of 
the trial the txhibits were 
tfansterred to the court­
room where they -were 
given special ttciurty. - by 
the ■ courirroom clerk. At

vthe conclusion ofitheJraBT 
■ the txhibits were trans­
ferred backhto the vault 
and-- placed uhder special

j security." , .
। Breach Possible ।
i-’ Sharp, admitted - that 
;special se,.c.uriiy could 
1have been’breached in the 
Sirhan evidence, but ,taie 
he has no knoweedge of it. 
In normal bases, he said, 
the public* is . entitled to 
view evidence in any case 
where no court order''frri

. bids it. But'even then’the : 
evidence is’restricted to an 
area kept umler close tur- 
veil-aa-nce. — ■

- Dist. Aity/ Joseph;. P. 
Busch Jr. reveaeed over

; the weekend that his. of- ’ 
' fice ; was-: jtepribly crn-’ 
|_itrntd" over evidence ih.at. 
i~the faiat;■,bu^ete ane-th:e■„
ipmJn i■ht Kennedy case 

i mighrhav'e bttn deli-bera- [ 
'ttlyrrinaevtri.tltt^

-pWwith. ' ■
This possibiWy. could 

- obscure an earlier, investi- 
| gatiominto charges' that 
;bal.lSsiCts work-in the, Sir­
; han- trial'- violated tcienti- 
- tic-procedure.;'-- , -

. Those chargss, based on 
- Harper's private investi- 
, gatton, wtrt■:lregee by at­
torney Barbara Warner 

; Blehr in an effort to block 
, the appointment of pohce. 
- criminalist D>(tWayite Wol- 
; fer as head of title Los An­
geles PoMce Department 

i crime lab. •
i - Harper and Mrs. Blehr 
i have quttCirnte whether 
i ChtI■e might, have been a 
j second gunmam tiring ati 
! Kennedy in aeeiiirn to

‘ Sirhui—a question whiich 
only bansstiss • investiga­
tion crnctivably irrld 
support.

Sharp told the’superY-- 
sons that his office- has 
more than 160,000 crimin­
al exhblits on hand at. any 
given 110)0 and takes in 
about 50,000 ^1' year.
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Mg Due in 

.Sirhan Probe
Dist. Atty. Joseph?. 

Busch.Jr. announcedFr- 
day that, findings of W of. 
flee in an investigation of 

. alleged ballistics test irreg­
ularities in- the Sirhan 
iBsshiara Sirhan case would 
be made public,.June 28., • 
( Tlre'probe was,prompted, 
,by a letter from-attorney 
;Barbara 'Warmer Blehr to 
the City Civil Service 
CommSesion.in an effort to. 
block, the echeduied ^per­
manent. •appointment} of 
DeWayne Wolfer as head 
of ttte Police Department 
Crime Laboratory. ■ ,

Busch said statements 
had been .taken from 11 
persons, includmg Mrs' 
Blehr. He also- ■ said he 
Would announce whether 
a new ballestCcs test would 
be conducted Withc'Sir-l 
hansweapon.

0
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| SIRHAN EVIDENCE

! MISHANDLED: D.A.
i Exhibits'from the trial of con: 
victed assassin Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan “have not been properly 
protected . .. (and) have been 
directly handled by numerous 
persons,” Dist. Atty. Joseph P. 
Busch Jr. said today. -

Busch said his findmgs have 
sidetrack®! his initial investiga1 
tion into charge® that ballistics 
evidence that helped convict 
Sirhan of the June 5, 1968, as­
sassination of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy resulted from impro­
per procedures. -

“We currently are in the 
midst of an investigation to de- 
termnie whether there has been 
any 'intentional or unintentional 
tampering with the key exhibits 
involved in the trial-iccludigg 
the murder Weapon and the bul­
lets taken from the body of Sen. 
Kennedy?’
. Sirhan currently is a prisoner 
on San Quentin’s death row for 
the Ambassador Hotel murder 
ithta occudred moments after 
| Kenne^=maUJclamfd viclory in

the 19(8 Calfoonaa Democratic 
presidential preference primary 
electom. . . ,

Busch said his initial post­
trial investigatinn stemmed 
from ‘certain charges against 
Los Angeles Police Dept:, crimi­
nalist DeWayne Wolfer, inc!ud- 
ing .the allegation he was guilty 
of violating, pr-oper procedures 
in -the ballistics investigation

“Because the original exhbriss 
wereprotected by a court order 
which would prevent their .betag 
directly handled,” Busch said, 
“we felt at the out:iet of the in­
vestigation that we could pro­
ceed simply by determining tin 
validity of (the) charges, against 
Mr. Wolfer.

“However, we have had t;o de­
lay our fmdhigs after learning 
that this court order protecting 
the exhibtss has been ignored 
. . . The exhibiss have not been 
properly protected by the Coun­
ty Clerk’s Office. -
^Ldleedpthere ii■eViueiicethe 
exhibits! have been'directly han- 
UleU by numerous persons:” '

Although-BuSedh‘expressed 
“tenibble concern about the pos- 
iibiliiy that they (exhb»ss) tave 
been tampered with,” he said, 
“we still are confident at this

1

point that th.e original investiga­
tion was thorough and that tte 
subsequent trail ouicomf was 
vaM. Our concern now is 
whether there bias been any vio­
lation of the integrity of the ex­
hibits.” - "

The district attorney prom­
ised “appoopaaee action aM

' . .. . a fuU. report to the public” 
at the conclusion of the investi- 
gaHon-__'
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Sirhan Trial Evidence
'Tampering' Suspected

Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch Jr.’s office Sat­
urday expressed “grave concern” over posa­
ble “tampering” with evidence used to convict 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan of the Junie 5, 1968. 
murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Busch named no names in a statement out­
lining his investigation “to determine whether 
there has been any intentional or unintentional 
tampering with the key exhibits . . . includ­
ing the murder weapon and bullets taken fr-om 
the body” of the New York senator.

But Busch said his office learned a court 
order “protectigg the exhibt’s has been ig- 
Inored and that the exhibits have not been prop- 
Ierly protected by the County Clerk’s Office.” 
■ There was no comment immediately avaii 
able from County Clerk William G. Sharp.

A spokesrann from Busch’ office said the 
county clerk had custody of the exhibi’s from 
the crnclusirn of the trial that sent Sirhan to 

■ San Quentin’ death row, where he awaits ex­
I euction, until about four months ago when the 
I eviiden.ce was turned over to the clerk of the 
I state Supreme Court.

“It is duffing th’ pei-od,” the spokesman 
said, “that we have grave concern that unau­
thorized persons may have had access to the 
exhibt’s, particularly the weapon identified as 
the gun with which Kennedy was killed.”

Busch’ announcement explained for the 
first time why he indefintSely delayed a sched­
uled July 6 statement conceraing charges that 
proper procedure’ were “violated” in the bal- 
iittics tovesiggaonn of the Ambassador Hotel 
t’sas’naiioo•

BuSchTreferred to charges made May 28 by

attorney Barbara Warner Blehr against Los 
Angeles Police Dept, criminalist DeWayne 
Wolfer, a bailS:ttiss rxprr■t..

Burch announced a week later his office 
“would conduct an independent investigatinn 
of the charges ... so there would be no loss 
of confidencr on the part of the public as to 
whether the facts presented in the courtroom, 
were correct.

“Because ttlr OTigmal exhibt’s were pro­
tected by a court order which would prevent 
their being directly handled.” he said, “we 
felt at the outset of the investigation that we 
could proceed simply by determnnng the va­
lidity of the . . . charges against Mr. Wolfer.

“However, we have had to delay our find­
ings after learning that this court order . . . 
has been ignored and that the exhorts have 
not been property protected . . . Indeed, there 
is rvidrncr the exhibtts have been directly 
handled by numerous persons.”’ ’

Busch promsedi to “make a full Irprri to 
the public” and to “take appropriate aciirn” 
at the end of the invettigation.

“We are tiiil crnfideoit . . . that the orig-- 
nal invr’tigation was thorough and that the 
subsequnnt trial outcome was valid,” the dis­
trict attorney said. .

‘Our crocrI•n now is whriher there has 
been any violation of the integrity of the ex- 
llibits. We are terribly crncrr•ord about the 
possibilily ihry have been tampered with.”

Kennedy was cut down by an assassin’ 
bulleSs in a hotel corridor moments after he 
jubilantly acknowledlged his victory in the 
19618 Califorliia Democratic Presidential pref- 
errnce primary. _ _
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Srhan Gun Claim Nets Suit
- Los Angeles attorney Barbara 
Warner Blehr has been sued for 
$2 million in a defamation suit 
filed by a loss Angelss police ex­
pert she accused of violati-igg 
proper procedures in the bahis- 
tics -investigation of the Robert 
Kennedy assassination. .■
Police ballistiss specialist 

DeWanne Wolfer fifed the ’mt 
in Superior Court yesterday 
through attorney Jota T. La 
Folfette.

The suit charged that Mrs. office with withhoeding the iull 
BlehElMay 28 letter to the city facts of Senator Kennedy's as- 
Personnel Commission, intended] sassination, sparked an investi-

■ Iio block Wolfer’s appointment 
as crime lab chief, was a “mali­
cious unjustified publication of 
defamatory and untruthful ac­
cusations.”, 1

The suit said Mrs. BUhr had 
“full knowiedge” the accusa­
tions were false, but stilb con-
spired with 15 unknown persons 
to defame Wolfer’s character?

Mrs. Blehr’s letter, and a law­
suit charging t;he Police Depart­
ment and District Attorn<rJ-’s

gation by District AttonMyr Jo­
seph P. BuschJr. •

The D.A.’s mvestg’ation so 
far has resulted in charges that 
the Sir-han B. Sir-han murder 
trial evidence has been tamp­
ered with since the jockey-smi 
Palestrnian refugee was convict­
ed and sentenedd to death for

(Iodicaie page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

slaymg the senator July 4, 1968, 
in the pantry of the Smbassador 
Hotel. .

The suit whi.ch alleges cover 
up of assassination .facts was 
filed by attorney Godirey Isacc 
in behalf of a freelance writer 
who claims Sirha.n is^ooOcno^.
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Sohan Did Not Shoot Kennedy 
Convicted Man's Lawyer Says

. . Attorney Godfrey Isaac said Tues­
day hie did not agree that Sirhan Bi­
shara Sirhan fired the shot that 
killed Sen.. Robert F. Kennedy on

■ June 5, 1968. , .
Isaac, named Monday as new de­

fense counsel for the condemned 
Palestinani, said hie did not contest-, 
that Sirhan was armed and fired 
shots in the' Ambassador pantry that 
night. . ’ . ■ '

But, Isaac said,'new evidence has 
arisen that points Iio the existence of 
a second gunman,' unreaatoi .to'$$■-• 
ham, who used Sirhan’s gunshots as. 
a cover for his own and actually 
fired title fatal bullet, while Sirhan’s 
straying gunfire wounded five other 
persons. '

The Times quoted Isaac Monday 
■ as saying he did, "not contest the fact 
that Shan killed Kennedy.11 Isaac

said this was contrary to the view he 
has espoused for more than a year.

Isaac is the attorney who filed a 
complaint for disclosure of inf<rmaa» 
tion June. 25, on>shalf of investiga- 

_tiye journalist Theodore Charach, 
who has'charged that evidence per­
taining to the second gunman 
theory either has been withheld or 
insufficiently investigated. '

Charach's tieK»yt, supported by 
Pasadena criminalist William • Hare 

, per, also bias served. as the basis of 
an - affidavit by 'attorney Barbara 
Warner Blehr,'who in May charged, 
Los Angeles Police. Department, cri- 
minalitt DeWayne Wolfer with vio­
lations of procedure in his bainsiCcs 
probe of the Kennedy-slaying.'

Those chargees still are under' in- 
yettigation by the district, atiioi;!!!’ 
office. - t ■ , -
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:Probe Opens

The loss Angeles County 
; Grand Jury began taking 
i testimony Monday on 
J evidence from, the district 
attorney's office that exhi­
bits in the Robert F. Ken-- 
nedy assassination have 
been tampered with while­
in' custody of the County 

■Clerk.
Appearing first as.wit- 

; nesses in a projected 
three-day probe were Su­
perior Judge Arthur Alar­

' evidence in the case 
against convicted gunman 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, and 
retied Superior • Judge: 

■ Herbert V. Walker, who 
presided over the trial and 
issued an order sealing the 
exhibtts. . ' y

Testimony was also tak­
] en from Chief Dep. Dist. 
1 . Atty. John Howard and. 
; : Superior Judge David N.

! Fitts, w'ho was a deputy 
| district attorney during 

i i the Sirhan trial. ’
The key witness Monday 

। ! was Peter Talmachoff of 
i the- county clerk’s office, 

who appeared carrying a 
large box contairnng the 
controversial exhibits. 
Talmachoff was the sole 
wtotsigBiOouhOoutJhfif 
ternoon session and was. 
ordered to return today■ .
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w
May Have Bearing on 

\Kennedy Killing Theory

On June 24, hie post-

able invtstigaOors to fur­
ther question wiiOnestes.

On July 2, Busch again 
postponed the oiws con- 
terence—tins, time inde- 
finttely.

Pressed for an explana­
tion, he said his office was 

vi0aito0ns of procedure in the balls-, "terribly concerntd" over 
tics mvesiigation of three major, evidence ihli since Ste-

BY DAVE SMITH 
Tim»s Staff Wrii<Ii•

! Last May.28, attorney ,Barbarai 
Warnex-Bjenc. accused crimloalisi 
DeWayne-l^Wafer of errors and

murder cases in which three men ■ han's trial the fatal bulleSs
now await execution, including Sn- 
han Bishara Sirhan for the assasssn-i 
ation of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 1 

| Mrs. Btehr ra'sed a question 
whether a second gunman might 
have fired at Mr-. Kennedy in the 
Ambassador pantry on June 5,1968. 
She asserted that WoHer had violat­
ed four standard precepts of proce­
dure in investigatigg Kennedy's 
death and said he committed other 
errors as an expert wttness for the 
prosecution m the capital convic­
tions of Doyte A. Terry and former 
Dep. Disi. Ally. Jack KIrseOke.

Calls Chargss a "Vendetta"
On June 1, Police Chief Edward M 

Davis dismissed Mrs. Btehr's char­
ges as a "vendetta" against Wolfer. 
acting head of i;hIt LAPD crime Ia- 

'boratory, and said Wolter "in my es- 
1 timation is the top expert in tee 
country." /

Dist. Atty. Joseph P, Bu'ch Jr., 
appointed^asntw^«adr^ 
that had prosecuted Syrian as the 
lone gunman in the Kennedy case, 
suggested that inconssstencies in 
.Woltirss testtauoly might be verbal 
aod/or clerical errors.

On June 4, still of that frame of 
mind, Buisch nonetheless announced

, and murder weapon in the 
( Kennedy case might have 
been tampered with..

Before investigation of 
Mrs. Btehr's ihlrgts 
could be completed, he 
said, a subsidiary probe 
would have to determme 
whether the crucial exhi­
bits had been "cootaminat- 
td"—and to what degree— 
before or after the analysis 
on which her accusations 
were based.

Last Wednesday Busch 
announced that the quies>- 
iioo of evidence tampering 
will be laid, before the 
County Grand Jury today.

There is evidence,- a 
spokesman said, ihlt ex­
hibits were so carelessly 
handled by the county 
clerk's office that they 
might be usetess in future 
court action on Sirhan's 
automatic appeal of the 
death sentenee.

More to the immediate 
I poinr, they Mso woMd 
. be usetess in ■detemiping

WoHDr, whose:expected 
Ju}y’T'ap]Oontm<iW^^ 
maoeot head of the crime 
lab has not yet materia­
lized, filed a $2 miliion..ee- 
f lmlii o o suit July 23 
against Mrs. Btehr and 15 
John-Does.

County Clerk WilUm G., 
Sharp, whoose office was 
accused by Buisch of ignor­
ing court orders in allow­
ing. at least 13 "unauthor­
ized" persons to view and 
handle Kennedy exhibiSr,' 
denies any violation of' 
procedure by his staff.

Meanwhlte, T’hie Times' 
hias teamed, several per­
sons in Sharps office have 
been given .le detector 
tests in connection with 
ihtiI handimg of exhibiSs 
in criminal cases other 
th™ the Kennedy slaying;.

Thiis pending the 
grand jury's investigatten 
~the Blehr case'IemaiOSii>* 
standoffTniore than two 
months afitI it was ex­
pected lo Jie summarily

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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But in a sense, the Btehr- 
Wolfer controvessy. is 
merely the salad,, white the 
entree invpVves ditper 
questions-W themselves; 
not touched on by Mrs. 
Blehr, but voiced by at 
least two of the John Dee# 
included .with-her in W# ' 
tel’s suit. .

! Mi’s;. Btehr's claims,con; 
,trained in a ltii.er to ahe■Ci- 
vi Ser^ (j e Commission,
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Harped work also 
servedlorsupport. a court 
action that more directly 
tackled the "second gun­
man" theory—the June 25 
complaint for disclosure of 
information filedby attor­
ney Godfrey Isaac on be­
half of freelance investiga­
tive journalist Theodore 
Char/ch. He charged that 
cityrofficials delilkrately 
had suppressed certani 
evidence in the Kennedy 
slaying and covered up in- 
adequacees in the original 
investigatum.

The Times also has 
learned that even since 
the question of possible 
tampering with the Ken­
nedy txtibiSs arose, 
Busch's office has con- 
tmued to question persons, 
who have hothing what­
ever to do with those 
exhibiSs or the question of 
Wotfer's .performance of: 
his job.

Some are persons 
whose names were 
brought into the Kennedy 
case by Charach, and who 
for three years have told, 
another version of the 
events of the night of June1 
5, 1968.

Former TV Newsman
One is former KNXT 

teIevSsion newsman Don­
ald L, Scl/lman, who wit­
nessed Kennedy's assas- 
eination and told of seeing 
another person firmg a 
weapon in the pantry, but 
who-oddly—wes briefly 
questioned only once in 
the months leading up to 
Sirhan’s trial . and never 
was called as a wrtness.

Hi's first ineensive inter­
view with, any investiga­
tive agency was on July 23 
of ths year. .

Aofihtr belated winness; 
was'Charach, who toidthv 

, Times: _

"If its tree the district 
WioroVy* can't HWKV=aOy 
dtcieion on the Blehr 
thing until this tampering 
question is settled, then 
why are they still follow­
ing this other track? I 
think the whole thing 
abmtt tampering is a red 

- herring."
It is Charach who three 

years® began ^he-peri- 
sonal crusade that led to 
the present investigative 
ta0IgV^ovVs whaf^o=mOei 
people has appeai-ed to be 
an opvo-aod-ehut political 
murder case. •

Charach, a native of 
Winnipeg whose low, res­
onant voice kept him in 
jobs as a rado and film 
commentator, has devoted 
his entree time eincv Ken­
nedy's death to the btlitf 
that an overiooked second 
gunman actually fired the 
fatal budet, using Sirhan’s 
filei two pistol shots as 
cover for his own fire.

A nation made weary 
and skeptical of rlternate 
theories, in the wake of the 
Garrison investigatiM of 
President John F. Kenne­
dy's 1963 assassination, 
greeted Charach's labors 
with scant enthusiasm.

Except for exposure in 
iht underground press, 
Charach generally was 
dismSsstd as yet another 
of the new breed of con- 
episaifsial demonologsst, 
sincere bui misguided.

Charach admiSs he gets 
emotional and even a bit 
obeessive about his probe 
and its frusrratinns.

"Look.” he say's, "this is 
all I've thought about for 
more than three years. I 
know I sound like Johnny 

■ One-Note, but I'm proud of 
, my work and I j'” wwoO 
the truth to come 'Wt, 
whatever it is.

j"But.the AmerKrnlIVO->i 
ple■arVnTgoing iOgeo=any- 
thing more than the offi­
cial version uoiil a few 
more questions are asked 
—md asked by the right 
people, people influential 
enough to demand an­
swers."

On June 4, 1968, Charach 
was working on a free-' 
lance documentary on 
Robert Kennedy's meteor­
ic rise to presidential con­
tention on the tlvele of a 
imaihiog California pri- 
mrsy victory.

As Kennedy concluded 
his victory speech and was 
ushered through a rear 
proiI’y tiwird another 
crowded balrioom, Char- 
ach was swamped in. the 
crush behind the podium..

Thus he was outside the 
proiry when a,few little 
popping noises—somooee 
said "like a itICng of fire- 
crrcktri"—ifok Kennedy 
out of the race.

Charach clawed hS way 
inside the paoisy to find a 
panicked crowd — some 
wounded,’ the rest shocked 
—nnd a knii of people 
with. tttiI attention 
focussed on the subdued 
Sir han.

A evcunyy guard slipped 
out the swinighig doors to 
keep the ballroom crowd 
from busiiiog into the 
bloody pantry..

In. the chaotic hours fol­
.lowing the shffiing, 
Schulman, now 28, was 
quoted as saying he saw a 
security guard.' -fire ■ his 
weapon.. KNXT ovwecastt- 
er Jerry Dunphy br'oad- 
criO_ihrt Schulman told 
him "KennedySg.’body- 
guard's fred back:, the sus­
pect (Sirhan) was shot in 
the kg . . . Keontdy was 
shot three times . . ."

Schulman’ account was 
carried worldwide by 
United Press InVrnwtibn--, 
aL-which said, "Schulman,

who ■Wii01tesseo the shoot'" 
mlt;::Sali^hie gunman was 
shot by Kennedy's body- 
gurr■di.',

Schulman repeated his 
verson in 'an interview 
with Jeff Brent, general 
Inrnagvr of CO:otinenral 
News, a Oivision of the 
Shtrmrn Oaks-based Con- 
tintotrl Recordings.

About a week latter-, 
Schulman told his story to 
polcce, in a bsitf interview 
ihri was never foflowed 
up-
And’ from that day until 

last July 23, Schulman 
was not heard from pub­
licly rgrin.

But Charach found him. 
Char-ach talked to Brent 
and traced down Schul­
man, who tviOtnily then 
believed that the "body­
guard” was firmg at Sir- 
han rather than Kennedy.

Char'ach-also talked with 
KwsI UecKer, the Ambili- 
eaOos'e^aiSre d' who was 
leading. Kennedy, his left 
hand Io . the . senator's 
right, through the. narrow 
proisy and who quickly 
threw a htrdlock on Sir- 
hrh when the shooting 
began. .

Uvc,ker• 108'3’3 to this 
day that Sirhan fired his 
first two shots from Heck­
er's own right iidv and 
from lo..froot of Kennedy, 
that he got Sirhan in a 
tight headlock after the 
svcfllod shot and. that Sir­
han never got near enough 
to Kennedy to inflhet' the 
nerr-pointibiank, upWard- 
traveling, back-tf-Sront 
head wound that killed 
him. . :

In Sirhan’s trial, the jury 
was told in summation 
that Hecker probably mis­
counted, stopping Sirhan 
after the fourth shot.

Hecker says today he, 
was oft mistaken, that' 
Sirhanrias' captive after 
the ^ivcood shot and ‘too



।far-away in-any case' on 
; the llttttW■o. »==» 
' Then Charach went after 
,the "bodyguard?
, Kennedy, a fatalist about 
, pttsiiiee danger, traveted 
j with only one professional 
I security man — William 
' Barry, a close friend and 
I fofmeFFBI agent.
I To protect itstlt, the 
Ambassador hired extra1 

• guardis on. its own that 
election night. from.- the

Ace Guard Service. There 
were—seven, men-some 
moonlighting after their 
daytipee jobs—who pro- 
vddee their own unltorms,;

■ One official noted' re-' kitchen "or pantry thf 
centiy: j .nigh^O^Junt l-SrfSrS^. .

. B "The guy's stories didn't1 Within a week, all of themi 
jibe. He told conflicting, 'had been answered satis-; 
- ' ’ ' iflctorily."accounss, and it seemed.' 
obvious he hadntt really 
seen anything. He really 
had noting to tell us.'1

■_ .Bwyere of thie variances. 
, in his story, the guard wasi 
dropped from any further 
questioning, his credibii-r, 
ty questioned' by officials 
who tat he was trymg to 
inject himself into a sensa- 
tltnai case he really knew

' There is no record of any. 
effort made — nor any

■insigma and sidearms. |' thtugh^tertainndd-i to
One was assigned to the, deter-mme 'whether those

pantry and was just inside 
the swinging doors when 
Utcktr and the Kennedy 
party burst in. The guard 
fell in with them, just be­
hind Uecker and Kennedy,
slightly to the right, as thie 
senator walked down the ■ '

variances ai-ose from his 
.effort to conceal some­
, thing rather than fabri- 
■ cate i.t. His gun was never 
examined. The subject 
'never arose.

;pantry, alttrnately shak­
ing the hands of the kitch­
en help and letting himself 
be led by Uecker-, drawmg 
closer to where Sirhan 
stood.

In the days following 
Kennedy's death, the|

Whatever might be said 
of this in light of the pre­
sent controversy more 
than three year's later, it 
should be remembered 
that Sir-han had, after all, 
been captultt!d on the 
scene, in the very act of 
firing.

guard was ineerveewed by 
the police and the FBI.
, He said that as the 
I shooting began, he was 
Ijostied and knocked down, 
।backward, against an ice
1 machine. He said he never,

। ' And in the first days and 
weeks after his capture-,

saw thie gunmans, faceT 
Ionly airafm with pistol af- 

bached and spurting red 
fiame^ ■ ; urtin“=s 

, But his accounts con-

there had been no sub­
stantial evidence that he 
Was anything but a loner-, 
bient on motives solely his 
'own. '
' But in his book on the 
i investiaation, "Special 
\ Unit Senator," former 
Chief of Detectives Robert

; Houghton concedes t.o- 
day, but says he does not 
bti:ltve, that his informa-1 
ton may have been incom-' 
plete and that his invest--1 
gatoi-s may haye mussed1 
one-he .security guard, 
dismissed and forgotten so ; 
long before. )

Charach found him on 
Oct. 7; 1969- living and j 
working in thie San Fer-1 
nando YaUey.

■ More than a year aft.er ■ 
the event;, Charach said, ' 
the guar-d talked easily 
and affably and "made no 
bones of his political be- 
Jefs." ' ’

Those, Charach said,, 
ranged from ' support of 
Alabama Gov. George C.; 
Wahace ltr President to a 
hatred for the Kennedy; 
family ta ailtgtey^givlng 
eytryhlung to black peo- 
pleL,to a belief that a race 

■ warWimmhtehT=:^
Thie guar-d said he had 

had a .22-calbber pist.ol just 
like Sirhan's that night, 
Charach reported. It was a ! 
built-up, "modified" gun ' 
wit;h a larger barrel and ‘ 
could fire nine shots. He 
once fooitd a friend, ask- - 
ing how many shots it 
might fire. Then later he 
sold the gun "to a friend,” 
Charach said. :

....... Reenacss Role ,
, And Charach said the'

' A. Houghton, now with ■ guard reiterated the tale
Iliktee slightly"each time !'the attorney general's of-, the had told officers more 
on'tire nomt^ wither he i ^ wr-ote in early 1970:' than a year before, this,I on the pint of whether he 

' went for his gun or actual- 
I ly ever got it out of thie 
I holster. Once he said' he
drew his gun and moved 

'toward the fallen senator.

I f<j»- mtoc^ but it was too 
jate^toL—

' "On July 16,. 1969, I held time w1^1, the ^lhafe ■ 
a final Special Unit Sena- hesitation,, about how he J 

■ tor meeting asking 10 last1 had actually drawn his ' 
questions ... to the abso- ' g™ that night, tvtn act- 
lute possibilty of any per-| W out his miions. , 
;sonrwni rightwmir^n-; ; Thg=n^a^d said—enoughi 
nect! ons being in the ,j that, coupled with what he I 
* ' '. had heard from Schulman

and' others, Charach "wal 
- convinced that the eh01ts 
story had not been told', 
about the night Kennedy; 

, died. ,
He began to document: 

■ lire findmgs into an alter*-' 
nate theory of the assas*, 
sination, ultimately collar 
btriting with French 
journalist Gerard Alcan in 
a documentary film re-, 
creation caned "Who KiU- 
ed Robert Kennedy?” '

Bu. for nearly a year 
Charach's theory was dis­
missed as a fabric of coin- 
cietnct and stretched pos- 
sibiiitetr. Ultimately, sew 
eral officiaSs refused to 
grant him anymore inter? 
views. / '

In July, 1970, Charach 
laid his theory- bt .lor e 
Grant Copper, chief de-, 
tense coUniti in Sirhan's-' 
trial. Cooper heard him: 
opt and referred him to 
bailistics expert Harper, 
whom he had known 
professionaiy for years­
and who, Cooper had re­
cently itlrntd, had begun 
his own informal check of . 
the bailSstics findings in' 
the Kennedy case. y

Harper had begun his 
wtrk after rtidlng; 
Houghton's book and be-., 
ing puzzled at an apparent ! 
inconsistency over a slug, 
too large to have come!

। from Sirhan's tmffl1WlH 
i. er. a

In the first of what was' 
to become many 'visits to 
the criminal exhibits sec- 

ttion of the county clerk's! 
oUce,,Harper found that, 

,the "llrnt" slug was mere-, 
ly a flattened .22 bullet 

, But he found other things. 
1 After many months of 
testing,, w-tighing-, .photo­

. micrographrng ■ and. com­
, paring the actual tridtnce 
. bullets with test slugs, 
; fiIed=TaEei^ by WttTt!t'‘lt'



Well as studying Coroner 
Thomas-T. Nogueotrsrmais- 
sive autopsy report on Mr. 
Kennedy, Harper devel­
oped these essential criti­
cisms of Wolfer's work, 
and lienee the foundaiion 
stone of the official inves­
tigation:

—At least two of the 
bullets removed from the 
pantry-one from Kenne­
dy's body, the other from 
wounded ABC newsman 
Wiliiam Wiesel — don't 
match each other and thus 
could not have been fired 
by the same gun.

—Uullets from the same 
gun will have matchnng 
individual charactersstiss, 
while buHete from two 
guns of the same make 
will match only in class 
fhcracteristics. The ab­
sence on the .two buHess of 
any "phaee marks" — 
usually the investigator's 
ioitialt—to serve as guide­
posts in lining up the 
points where bullets 
match indicaeed that Wol­
fer matched title buHess 
down to class characteris­
tics but not as far as indi­
vidual characteristiss.

—There is a difeeeence 
of 14% on tlw rifling an­
gles of the two bullets— 
again ■pointing to the con- 
clusioo that they came 
from eiffnreoi guns.

Harper's' criticism con­
tinued:

—While the buHess don't 
match each other, onithnr 
doies either, one match any 
of $he three buHess con­
tained in an-envelope la- 
bnlnd Exhibit 55. It pur­
ports to contain three test 
buHe's fired from Sirhan's. 
gun after his arrest. But 
the serial number is given 
as H18602, while the serial 
number of Sirhan's gun 
was H537251

—WoHer later explained 
that the Seitod gun, 
H1865O2, was borrowed 
from the -county clerk's 
criminal evldeocn section, 

■ from a group of guns slat­

ed to be destroyed,as old 
nvleeocm=^ capons are, 
pnriodically, each year 
Wolfer said he borrowed it 
on June 10, 1968, at a time 
when Sir-han's gun was be­
fore the County Grand Ju­
ry and not ac.cnssible to 
him without a cour-t order-. 
But the evidence slip on 
Exhibit 55, cootaining the 
three bulk's fired from it, 
states in Woleer's hand­
writing that H18602 was 
test-fieed on June 6, the 
very day Kennedy died. 
Sirham's gun did not be­
come a graod jury exhibit 
until June 7.

—There aciually are no 
test burnt' in evidence 
fired fr-om Sirhan's own 
gun, H53725, but only test 
sluigs fr-om the now-de­
stroyed, borrowed gun, 
H18602..

Harper also claims:
—Ait Uhm Sir-hian trial, it 

was1 concluded that union 
leader Paul... Schrade,- be­
hind Ke0nnely, was hit in 
the forehead by a bullet 
that went through the 
shoulder pad of Kennedy's 
coart. That would have had 
to be a westbound shot 
fr-om in front of t,hie two 
men. But lab analysis of 
Kennedy's coat revea^d 
that the hole through thie 
shoulder pad was a back- 

ito fr■tni., easSboune shot, 
as Wolfer himself testi­
fied, with the bullet lodg­
ing in the ceiling and 
never being recovered.

Scinnt-iic Support
, --Weighing of ihn re- 
...mainolg bullet frogmen's 
taken fr-om Kennedy and 

' the five wounded account:' 
,.sai;isfai:torily for nighi sep­
arate bulk' — as many 
as Sirhaor's gun could fire 

1-—but still lnavns out a 
• possibln ninth, that unre­
covered, .nassboune-bulns 
that went through Mr-.

. Kennedy's shoulder pad.

Thie lmpeicatlos^gf!a^- 
• pnrtriOvesteggatton are un­
, e^ttling to law enforce- 
meut officaats who sincei•e- 

1 'ly belteved they had an 
. airtight prtttfutiun 
signne, sealed and deliv- 
nred io the Kennedy case, 
with none of thie nagglng 
questions that attendee! 
thie Garr'ison probe of Prttidtui Kennedy's 
deatnr *—-*—•

But Harper's workwais 
gratifying to Chamll, 
whtraf■1na'‘ttwo years was 
finding himself gnoerally 
regarded as a crank. Now 
his theory had some scieo- 
tific support.

Harper wrote to Char-- 
ach;

"Muttipieuun shootings' 
are not a randy in pohee 
work . . . The capture of 
Sirhan with huS gun at thie 
tcnne resulted in a total 
mesmerization of th.e in- 
vestigaeine efforts.

"Thie fact that all r-ecov- 
ered evidence bullets were 
ihn same caliber further 
contributed to the general 
euphoria.

"The well esiabltshee 
teachings of criminalistics 
and. forensic pathotogy 
were cast aside and by­
passed in favor of a more 
expedient solution and, 
unfortuaately, an er-- 
r’t>neoulS over - simpiifica- 
tioo."

While Mrs. Bl.ehr used 
Harper's findings as the 
bask of her effort to block 
Wofeer's forthoonong ap- 
poinmnent, attorney God- 
fr-ey Isaac usne it, along 
with Charach's thesss, as 
the basis of a complaint 
for full disclosure of infor-- 
mation on the Kennedy iu- 
vestigation.

Isccc recently became 
co■couohnel with Luke Mc- 
KSSlCfk£J.o SirhiaUn^ auto- 
mCiiC3PPnal othMea^h 
snnnence,' and thus- io 
longer represents Charach,

who has engaged other at- 
torntyS^pMntskMfre^ 
plaint.. But Isaac, as Sir­
han's attorney, says he is 
convinced of the validity 
of Chci■ach's andl 'Hamper’s 
work and will uise it to the 
fullest in thie appeal.

Mm. Btehr'8 ct11tack on 
Wolfer also remaOss in 
limbo, ■shcdowne by the 
forthtomlng grand jury, 
probe of aHeged tamper­
ing with the Keonney ex­
hibits.

Much hiOiges on. ■the out­
come of ihci probe and 
wwhether it ever cco assess 
tiie true nature and degree 
of tampermg. Thereby 
hangs the larger question: 
whether the validity- of 
Charach's and Harper's 
claims cco ever be tested 
at all.

Charach, himself sub­
poenaed to appncr before 
the jury oo Wndu.nsdayl 
says he is skeptical about 
thie investigation aud ita 
likely result. ■ ,

"I think," he said io ao 
interview, "ttley'ie. lust 
going, to say thie exhibits 
are so badly messed up 
that aoy further.investiga- 
titoisimpossibte.Wnmcy 
never hear the truth about 
it, but 1 promhe y^l7^:ll 
never hear the eod of it."
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has disclosed that some cOpies

during the trial of Sirhan Bis-

Hecht made the statement 
yesterday shortyy after 1' Los 
Angeles County Grand/Jury 
ended a five-day secret tearing 
into posstole tampering of evid­
ence con netted .with the/trial of 
the man convicted of murdernig 
the late Sen. Robert ® 'Kenne­
dy ’ '

“Ceriain copies of exhLbtss 
used during the trial/are unac- 
eountgd for by the^minty 

IWHBifjce^ ” Hecht WdHa. 

refused fogo into further detail, 
/the Grand Jury ^has not 

been asked to indict anyone"’ in 
eonnecton with .the possible ev­
idence tampering, he said. •

“The jury could decide to re­
port on their findings within a 
short time,” Hecht said. “Or! 
they coiiId decide to wait until 
their year-end report before 
making reicommendations to the 
QDKSijL XX C io- .

Grand jurors: decided’ to tour 
the Connty Clerk's Office in pr- |

(ja^^ia^qutint themselVtS3ath ” 
the office layout, the investgaa- 
tor said. ' '

Earlier this month, Dist. Atty. i 
Joseph P. Busch Jr. asked for j 
the probe 'because of what hie ; 
feared was evidence of tamper- . 
ing with 'the fatal bullets and 
the death weapon. '

The question of tampering 
arose after' police balltstits ex­
pert ®^Wayhe -Wolfer was ac­
cused of tfotatmg'pn5^dU^ in , 
Investig:aing^Kti^^
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Sirhan Evidence Said Missing
■ Bep Dist. Atty. Richard Hecht 
has discooedd that some copies

during the trial of Sirhan Bits-.
11 ira Sirhan are miaann- j
'Hecht -made the statement 

yesterday shortly after a Los 
Angeles County Grand Jury 
ended a five-day sncret hearing 
into possible tampering of evid­
ence connnctnd with the trial of 
the man convictid of murdering 
the late Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy. ' .

“CnItlain cootno of exhlbtss 
used durmg the trial are unac- 
eounted for by the County

The Grand Jury "has not 
been asked to indict anyone” m 
connection with the possible ev­
idence tampering, he said. 
' “The jury could decide to re­
port on their findings within a 
slnot timi,” Hecht said. “°r 
they could dncidn to wait until 
their yen-end report bnforn 
making recommendations to tire 
county-’’ , , ,

Grand jnrotr-s deciided’stoMOUS 
the County Cterk’s Office in or-| 
ranr□O[3C0Uan£^thnmoe|V^^ 
I theroffcei layout, the investiga­
tor said.

Earlier ths month, Bist. Atty. 
Joseph p. Busch Jr. aoknd for 
the pr-obe because of what he 
feared was evidence of tamier-
fog'with the fatal bullets and 
the death weapon.

T’hn question, of tampering 
arose after police ballistios eE- 
pert DeWayne Writer was ac- 
Cuiedt-'Oi01ltinn proddM
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Letter Assails County Clerk 
for 'Probable Misfeasance'

' BY RON EINSTOSS
Times Staff Writer

The Los Angeles County Grand Jury Tuesday severely eriticZed, the 
county clerk's office for its handiing of evidence in the assassination of Sen, 
Robert. F. Kennedy, In a scathing, five-page letter sent to the Board of 
Supfrvisors, the jury said in part: "

"The Los Angeles County Grand
Jury finds the existence of probable 
misfaasanee . . . with respect to the 
managfmfnt and operation of the 
Los Angeles county clerk's office." 

(Misfeasance is the performance of 
a lawful action in an illegal or im­
proper manner or wrong or impro­
per conduct in public office—acss of : 
omissi.on or remSssion rather than 
deliberate wrongdomg.)

It was the jury's finding, after a , ,
five-day hearing into allegations of । ’
possible evidence tampering in the , , 
Kennedy case, "that such manage- • 
ment, f allowed to continue, can I 
only weaken the integrity and struc- - 
toe of county government..." ,

Clerk's Aide ASso Named ■
The letter was signed by jury ■ 

foieman Leo Epstem and foreman ■ 
pro tem Chrisiian W. Plane and 
was highly critical of County Clerk 
WilUam Sharp and Peter J. Talma- 
choff, chief of Sharp's criminal divi- •
sion.

The matter was taken t,o the grand 
jury, aaaording to Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Richard W. Hfaht, because the 
question of evi.dence tampering’ 
arose during an inquiry into alleged . 
irregulartiies in the original ballre• 
tics investigation that led to the con- 
vicfion of Sirhan B. Sirhan for the 
slaying of Kennedy.

Jurors found, that tampering had 
occurred, and that, in fact, some of i 
the evidence in the aarf is missing, ।

However, Hecht said, indlctmenSs ! 
were not returned because "there is 
insuffiaifnC evidence of a prosecuta- , 
ble crime.." . ■?==> '
' ’Numeeosus pages from two photo- ' 
static copees of Sirhan's three so- 
aallfd "RFK Must De-' notebooks.-- 

1 both used as court ’evidence in the । 
■ case—apparently were taken: while1 
i in hie custody of the .clerk's office.,

Hecht revealed that two plages are 
mirring£Srom one copy and.23srom■




