F‘Mtlon the copy

|notebook is said to be
'enurety, but this wag

iin

-

|ev1dence are

the grand jury's letter.

«The missing copies or. tamperad
not expected to-have

| v affact on Sirkan's

!'of irregularities in the bal-
'listics investigation —- the
| grand jury said that be-
! cause exhibits in the care

|

I
'
'
H
I
1
i

: brdnd jury

- peal, the district attomey's

' office said.

None of the

them is missing.

Although the grand jury .
expects 1o take no crimin-

al action in the case, the in-
vestigation into the miss- -
ing notebook and pages ,
from the two others js con-
tinuing, according to
Hecht.

At the same tlime, the
jurors revealed that offi- |
cial records in the Jack .
‘Kirschke murder case also
are "incomplete, inade-
quate, confusing and, in
some instances, simply
missing."

Kirschke is the former
" county prosecutor convicet-
ed of murdering his wile
*and her paramour.

. It alzo has been learned,

but not reported by the
that possible
! key ewdence in several
other criminal cases may -
also be missing.

Specific details on whal
records or other evidence
are missing in the
Kirschke and other cases
were not available.

Some Reservations

In addition to the Sirhan
case—and the allegations

of the clerk's office were
"handled, examined and -
| photographed by unau-
thorized persons and mis- |
handled by county eclerk
exhibit personnel® it had !
soie veservations about .

the_present "integrity" of .
| that evidence,  “=——7

DYy &ﬂmgh,er'
missing in ity
Not mentioned,

1
original
notebooks or pages fr om

the ¢l

~Shaiy, confacied Tetome

vihis grder WiRaiEue.

K& Teceived a copy of the yfthout prejudice Lo or

letter, said he had cooper-
ated fully with the grand
jury and that
promised the panel he
would take any disciplina-
ry aclion deemed necessa-
ry.

He said. however, that
his own investigation of
the malier determined
that none of the evidence
in the Sirhan case was
mishandled in his office.

Talmachoff said he be-
lieved that any comment
on the grand jury's action
should come from Sharp.

He said, however, that

his own investigation of -

the matter determined
that none of the evidence

he had

in the Sirhan case was'

mishandled in his office.
Talmachoff said he be-
lieved that any comment

on the grand jury's action’

should come from Sharp.
Declines Comment

Tater Tuesday, Sharp
declined any further com-
ment. until he could make
a complete study of the
grand jury's report.

Meanwhile, the Board of

Supervisors ordered an in- |

vestigation by a special
task force to be headed by
Arthur G. Will, the coun-
ty's chief administrative
officer.

Board Chairman Warren
M. Dorn announced the
appointment of Will and
ordered the investigation
after a telephone confer-
ence with a majority of
board members.

He said Will's task lorce
wasg directed to "investi-

. gate the organizational

structure, safeguards,
management practices.
competency and adequacy
of the upper and middle
management personnel of
the county clerk's office,

- giving particular atiention

togthe criminal divigion (of

b office).

any way prejudging the
merits of the charges.

“The instruction was for
a vigorous investigation
and a report back to the
board at the earliest possi-
ble time to make certain
the essential services are
being provided to the .
court and the interests of
"'t;he people of the county of
Los Angeles are heing.
saleguarded.”

After the grand jury's
letter was hand-delivered
to the clerk of the Board of
Supervisors, Ikpsiein and
Planje obtained from Su-
nerior Judne Richard ¥. C.,
. Hajyden an order which i int
' effect makes all the testi~

mony heard by the grand
. jury in the case public.

Hayden directed that a |

A anscrlpt be prepared and.

that copies bo made avail--

able to the Board of Supers
visors, distriet attorney's
and clerk's. offices and. the’
1U.S. Department of Jus—
tice,

Epstein said the grand
jury believes the testimo-
ny taken in the case ig nf
sufficient impoertance that
| to keep il sealed would not

be in the public interest.

The court orders alle-
gedly violated by lhe
clerk's office were issued
on June 7, 1968—-two days
after hennedy was shot at
the Ambassador—and on

May 20, 1963, by Superiot

Judges Arthur 1o, Alarcon

and Herbert V. Wdlkm,
who has retired. :
Taltnachoff is said in

have been present at con:
ferences 'during which the

_oF vere explained amd
QQu@ed ———
e -
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v and others werg 1gn®

eSomeanf the - cogaiiaTy,
according (o~ the grax
jury, were not obs‘el id

or diregarded. Jurors ¥aid
this inciuded much of the,
key ballistics f\wdcnu@
now being guestioned, |

Sharp is reported ta
have testified before the
grand jury that he was nol
aware of Walker's ordet
until June of this year. |

Commenting on this,
jurors said Sharp failed 10
maintain effective commir-,
nication between himself
and his subordinates . ..
"in a unique case of h‘btm*
jcal importance.”

"Mr. Sharp's Lomem
with minor details of re-
form while overlooking
major responsibilities is
culpable * the jurors said.

‘Vaimngs Unheeded -

'The grand jury also not-!
ed Lhat Sharp failed 14
heed the warnings an
recommendations of the
1968 panel. .

The present jury sawi
that crowded conditions
within the dexl s office
*cannot be af excuse ‘iop
mismanagement."

The 1968 panel suggcai-
ed that "accelerated attend
tion" be given to the pr obe
lems -of inadequate facili:
" ties and said controls over
the handling and transfers
of thlbu% naed tighten-
ing

hl its. Iettej Lo the super
visors, the grand jury
asked that attention be
" given 1o other divisions of]
the slerk's office because;
of "the performance of un—t)
per management” in they
eriminal division's han_»u
.. dling of the buh%_ﬂeﬁxi

i

g
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Some Sithan e — |

at the *hearing, including
County Clerk William

i
Case Evidence s 2o, B e

criminal records divisiom,

iy . and Willlam W. Harper,

Dasa @a rS | who contends there were

‘ : irregularities in the orig-

Som idence in the inal balhstécsh mvesmga-
e evidence in t gn ; .

'the Hrhan cas (Indicate page, name of

Robert F. Kennedy assas- newspaper, city and state.)

sination case is missing, it

was revealed Monday.
Dep. Dist. Atty. Richard

W. Hecht‘made the disclo- I1-2 Los Angeles Times
sure after the Los Angeles | ° L
County Grand Jury wound - ‘ os Angeles’ Calif.

!up a five-day hearing into
jallegations of possible
‘tampering in .the county -
iclerk's office with

evidence used at the Sir-
;han B. Sirhan trial. : —
« Sirhan was convicted
sand condemned to death
for the June 5, 1968, slay-
ing of Sen. Kennedy. o -

The missing evidence, .
according to Hecht, con- )
sists of copies of exhibits
introduced during the Sir-
han court proceedings.

Special Report

Hecht, who heads the
district attorney's orga-
nized crime-pornography
division, refused to elabor-
ate, but indicated that the pate:  8/2l1/71

R
grand jury may soon issue zaion: Tuesday Final
a special report on its find- Author:
ingg in the matter. uthors
Jury foreman Leo 'D. Editor:
Epstein refused to com- Title:
ment. on Hecht's state-
ment, but noted that jur-
ors will return this morn-
ing to continue their de-™ Character:
| liberations. or
‘When the hearing began Classifications
Jast week, Hecht said that
{ if there was any testimony . SubmittingJOffice: Lgséﬂn les
or direct evidence of tam- Cls E[m n/esy{ ! o “’Lﬂo q I pr
pering, it would affect the w
"integri.ty“ Of all Sirhan SEARCHED____A_.. IND[XED_..—.._.. ,,_._
evidence in the custody SERIALIZED Ef‘FILED o
and econtrol of the county 419, | ’
clerk's office. ) , U u / A /
The prosecutor said his FB LQ,S’ ANG'-LE
J office did fIrlot ask the 4
| graund jury for any erimin- )
al prosecution in the case | ) / ﬂ
and indicated that he does
xm_exng,,t any to, be forth- |
\ coming, L :‘e L 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

———
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Assailed in

Sirhan Case

County \l?rﬂ

&&&g_e\les County grand ]ul-

b

[ Clerk’s office for allowing unau-
’thorlzed persons to tamper with
evidence concerning the trial of
!convxcted assassin Sirhan B. Sir-
fhan.

The criticism came in the
form of a letter delivered yes-
terday to the County Board of
Supe1v1sors

| Grand Jury Foreman Leo Ep-
stein blasted County Clerk Wil-
liam Sharp and Chief of the
Criminal Division Peter Talma-
choff for “misfeasance” off
duties which resulted in the loss| g
of certain evidence.

The missing evidence included|
pages from two photostatic cop-
ies of one of Sirhan’s notebooks
and bullets fired from Slrhans
gun. .

After the letter was delivered,
Epsi.mn_and Deputy Drstertt?.

ichard Hecht appeared before |
Court Judgg Richayd]
Huyden to ask that the tran-|
scripts of a five-day hearing
into the evidence tampering be
made public.

L

ors have criticized ‘me-mhty Zmlnm details of lef(HIY

F—ﬁ\
“H—Sharp’s con

e
‘1:21 100k1;11ga 13;10; ] reSPOHSIDIh-L
t\gprpa
ble,” Epstein saifi=————s |
“The official records of (his)
|office concerning evidence in
the 1rial of Sirhan and Jack
Kirschke (former Deputy Dist.
Atty., convicted of the murder
lof his wife) are incomplete, in-
adequate confusing and, in
some instances, simply miss-
mg,” he continued.

’ ,Because of the “startling in-
adequacy” of the official reeord
in the County Clerk’s office, Ep-

stein- said the grand jury was

[ﬁnable “accurately to recon-|
struct the events which such re-

cords should precisely reflect.”
The lack of sufficient informa-
tion, the foreman continued,
“precludes at this time any
criminal action ‘relating to the
possible theft of those docu-
ments.” 0

He blamed the County Clerk’s

Judge Hayden granted the
niotion. ‘
Fpstein said the Coun‘tyL
Clerk’s office had largely ig-
nored a court order restricting
the viewing of evidence from
the Sirhan trial which ended
with Sirhan’s conviction on
charges of killing Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy.
Using strong language, Ep-
stein bluntly accused Sharp of
“mismanagement” and failure
to cominunicate effectively with
his subordinates in the duties of

M

office for ignoring a court order
issued by Superior Court Judge
‘Arthur Alarcon and later contin-
ued by Judge Herbert V. Walk-
er which restricted the viewing|
of original exhibits to persons
who received the court’s per-
mission.

Judge Hayden ordered that
the transcripts be released
when they are completed as a
Fmgle document rather than on

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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2 plecemeal basis. This cou
vesult in a delay of several}
ans.:.—.—m
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BY RON EINSTO0SS
Times Statt Writer

. County Clerk William .G. Sharp
"Wednesday denied as "totally un-
i founded" stinging criticism of his of-
fice by the Los Angeles County
Grand Jury for ils handling of
revidence in the assassination of Sen.
| Robert F. Kennedy.

| The 58-year-old department head

fanyone in his office has done any-
thing improper,
He welcomes ar investigation by a
ispecial task f{orce appointed by
‘Board  of Supervigors .Chairman
Warren M. Dorn, he added.
¢« He is confident, Sharp said, that
[the inquiry under the direction of
[ Asst. County Administrative Officer
"Harry 1. Hufford will confirm the
efficiency of the management of the
clerk’s office.

And, Sharp said, he does not plan
any changes in the operation of his

office as a result of the grand jury's
L eriticism.

No Missing Evidence

Sharp also tnld a press conference
‘that, "no regular records or exhibits"
‘used in the trials of Sirhan B. Sirhan
iand Jack Kirschke are missing.

. Sirhan was convicted and con-
|derwnneol to death for the slaying of
Kennedy. Kirschke, a former county
'prosecutor, is serving a life term for
[killing his wife and her paramour,
According to the eounty clerk, the
only missing or incomplete doc-
wuments are the applications to view
the exhibits in the cases and, he ex-
\plained, there are rio statutory re-
quirements that he keep these,

Commenting on the grand jury's
charge that numerous pages from
two photostatic copies of Sirhan's
three so-called "RFK Must Die"
notebooks are unaccounted for and
that.the gopy of another of the note-

books is missing in its.gnlirety
e

’

said the original notebooks

' Denies Any__|
Inefficiency in
Sirhan Case -

| Court (which is reviewing

said he has seen no indication that

= : ds |
reseteerand in Ehe harn

i¢ the California Supremie ,

Sirhan's appeal). _
| He conceded that certain
‘photostatic copies mz_ide tou
;preserve the integrity of
the three notebooks them-
gelves are incomplete.
However, he said these
can be reconstructed from
the original exhibits if ne-
cessary. :
As to the grand jury's

charge of misfeasance—:a
'{awful action done in an il-
legal or improper manner
—Sharp said that if, after |
“reading the ttratnscgrigrt g,fogg

aining the testan

E;va;?rirelgsés who ‘qestifiecl_ |
during the tive-day hear-

ing, he finds evidence of
misconduct by anyone In

his office, he will "take the

appropriate action." .

The transcript, accord” \ “

ing to Sharp, will not be
' :‘gif%.ﬂable until next week.
' It is being released by spe- |
' eial order of Superior 4
. Judge Richard F. C. Hayd- |
en at the request of the |
| grand jury and Dep. D1s‘;.
' ‘Atty. Richard W. Hecht,
' whg_conducted the 0=

__quiry. e
7 Shaspeaid his affice has |
,fully cooperated with the \

. district attorney in the
" matter. .

He conducted higz own !
investigation of the case,
he added, including an au-
dit of all exhibits in the
possession of the clerk's
office here.

In reply to criticism that
his office did not specially

pack its bailistics evidence
in the Sirhan case as sug-
gested by the court, Sharp
said, "There is nothing in
Judge (Herbert V) W_alk-
er's order which required
auidence to be gapecially

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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t
I comment” on an allegation

__,Molicy Chapge :
| Ee said bullets fireq |
i from Sirhan's gun were .
. handled only by a crimino- |
1 logist who received au- '
! thorization from one of the
| attorneys of record and
i that he was given access
'to them only under sur-
. veillance of personnel of
the clerk's office.

' Sharp explained that
; until he sees the transeript
he cannot ‘“intelligently

that there is a general lack
of security precautions in
He sald, however, that |

“all exhibits :s;re__llz—e_g__{_i_ﬁ 3,

strong vault under strict’
gecurity regulations and
' that only certain exhibit
personnel have accesz to

it

The grand jury also re-
buked Sharp because he
was not informed prior to
June of this year of the ex- ||
igtence of Walker's order |
that evidence in the Sir-
han case should be given |
special handling,

Sharp said his top aides
attended the conference'
with the judges and did |
not consult with him be-
cause no change in office!
policy wag required by the |

~ court's order. |

There are many such,
conferences with judges,:
Sharp said, and although |
they do not always con-.
cern cases of "historical!
importance” such as Sige!
han, they do, he said, con-|
cern'many matters of "ma-,
jor importance.” - |

"Most of them, he gsaid,
‘are ot brought fo hig at-
I tention unless they re-!
. quire a decisiqn_on his
CPRILE B.change in. poliey.)

ke

~Bhowecaimed Lhabtirg:
office has complied with-
most of the recommends-'
. tiong contained in a 1968I
.Log Angeles County:

Grand Jury report which!
wag critical of the 131N~
cJing st exhibifs ig crimin-
‘al cases. He said that in
complying with the sug-
gestions he "went far be-
yond the report.” |

Any "objective analysis”,
of hig office, Sharp said,.
will "prove wrong" the
grand jury's statement
that his department is con-
cerned only with "minor
details of reform" at the
expense of overlooking its
major responsibilities. '

Present during Sharp's
meeting with the press
was Peter J. Talmachoff,
who heads the clerks' cri-
minal division.

Talmachoff also was,
criticized by the grand '
jury, but Sharp said he
has seen no evidence of
improper conduct by his
aide.

The grand jury's hearing
into Sharp's operations
were part of an Inquiry by
the district atiorney's of-
fice into allegations of ir-
regularities in the original
ballistics investigation
that led to Sirhan's convic-

tion.
Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
. John E. Howard said Wed-
nesday that his office now
is evaluating the grand ju-
ry's action. The panel's
tindings will be “an intenl.'
gral part" of the district
attorney's final report on

“the_haistigs, matter; he

added. 1 PR
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New evidence uncovered in
the Los Angeles County Grand
Jury investigation into handling
of exhibits used during' ghe Sm‘
han B. Slmha:n ‘trial foday ' has
led to an additional day of m
quiry.)
 Dep. Dist; Atty. Rlchlard
Hecht, in' chargé of the investi-
gamom said he requested exten-
tion of the hearmg, ‘but he re-
fused” to . elaborate on_the .evi-

dence. 7. w ‘
“It’s a vemy dehcate matter B
Hec'htt said, /. .

to wirid up by noon Monday

The  .grand' jury has” 1n17er-
vuawed 24 witnesses stmce last
Monday, f0'110wmg rerpoﬁts of
tampering “with exhibits ‘from

the.trial of Sirhan for the assas-

-h_—-_——_—-—__ra?\_

He expected the tmvestlgatmrn‘

siination of ‘Sen Robert F. Ken-
nedzy( G
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In Sirhan
Case Denied

Investigation continues today
by an “in-house’ task force into
the handling of evidence sur-
rounding the assassination con-
viction of Sirhan B. Sirhan de-
spite denials by County Clerk
William G. Sharp that ,any|
“misconduct or mishandling”
has occurred.

At the same time that a sev-|
en-member task force appointed
by Chief  Administrative Officer
Arthur G. Will began its probe
yesterday, Sharp held a press
conference to refute criticism-
leveled at him and his staff by
the grand jury.

Will to set up the task force fol-

day from the grand jury accus-

erhan s trial.

jtranscript,” Sharp said, “‘and|
jwe will take very quick discipli-
{nary action if that is the case.”

County Supervisors ordered]|

" “Sharpyhotly’ demed;lh%g" V.
evf‘&ﬁe“—“ﬁs “missing or -lost”
and he has no knowledge of
“misconduct, dishonesty or will-
ful mishandling” of the exhibits
by his staff.

Sharp said he ‘‘welcomed”
the investigation fo be made by
Will’s third in command, Harry
L. Hufford, and the task force
headed by Analyst Roy Ito.

Sharp added, however, that
until the grand jury transcript|
is made available to him, hej
could not “intelligently” re-
spond to many of the points|
raised by the panel. |

But, he flatly stated that none
of the original Sirhan evidence|
is missing and that security pre-|
cautions were adequate.

“I could change my mind
after reading the grand jury|

The task force investigation

should take about threo—wesks,

ing Sharp of “probable misfeas-}
ance and nonfeasance” in|

gp@%he ev1deng=1§e_dg in|

| kesman for Will said. '
lowing receipt of a letter Tues- |2 Spokesiman 1or 2 e
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Transcript-on—
Sirhan Case
Quiz Released

By RON EINSTOSS

Times S$taft Writer

A Pasadena criminalist
who supported charges of
irregularities in the ballig~
tics investigalion into the
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
agsassination may have
heen given improper ac-
cess 10 evidence in the
case, it was learned Wed-
qesday.

The disclosure came
with Superior Judge Wil-
liam B. Keene's release of
the 690-page transcript of
the county grand jury's in.
quiry into the handling of
evidence in the case by the
county clerk's office.

Jurors criticized County
Clerk William G. Sharp
and members of his staif
three weeks ago at the
conclusion. of the hearing.
They claimed there now i
gome question as to the in-
tegrity of evidence intro-
duced during the trial of
Sirhan B. Sirhan, convict-
ed slayer of Sen. Kennedy.

There is no indication in
the three-volume trans-
cript that eriminalist Wil-
liam W. Harper tampered
with any of the evidence.
But retired Superior
Judge Merbert V. Walker
testified he did not believe
Harper should have been
permitfed to handle ballis-
tics evidence without a
eourt order.

‘Walker issued the order
at the conclusion of Sir-
han's trial which provided
that only attorneys of rec-
.ord or their agents should
t he sluen-access to the bal-
ilstics evidence, =

| « OK'd by Lawyer

Harper said he was H-
Jowed to examine the
evidence after obtaining a
letter from attorney
George K. Shibley, an as-
sociate of Luke McKis-
sack, who is one of the

"have led to the filing of .

lawyers representing Sir-
han in his appeal.

It was Harper's investi-
gation which is said to

charges with the City Civil

Service Commission '

against police criminalist
De Wayne A. Wolfer.

The charges, prepared
by attorney Barbara War-
ner Blehr,

i Wolfer made errors and
violated procedures in his

ballistics investigation not
only in the Sirhan case but
also in two others, includ-
ing that of former prosecu-

tor Jack Kirschke, who |

wasg convicted of killing
his wife and her lover.

Although he had no con-
nection with the Sirhan
case, Harper was a de-
fense witness at the
Kirschke trial,

Harper testified he was
referred to Shibley by
Theodore R. Charach, a

major proponent of the |.
theory that Kennedy was |

killed by a second gun-
man, not Sirhan.
The testimony of several

| witnesses appeared to sup-
port the grand jury's |

charge of laxunesg in the
clerk's office in the hand-
ling of exhibits in the
case.

Harper informed the
grand jury that once while
he was examining the bal-
listics evidence, he wasg in
the company of attorney
Goldfrey lsaac. Isaac repor-
tedly represents both
Charach in his attempts to
bring the conspiracy
theeseDefore the nublip
and Sirhan in his appeal. |

alleged that |

—! ,ggg;;gg;g B, KalgelWlid
22 Pauthored the book "REFK

Must Die" and served as a

' the conspiracy theory,
John Christian, boasted
some time in 1969 that he.
had "slipped” some copies
of pages of Sirhan's note-
book out of the clerk's of-
' fice.

Copies of Evidence
Kaiser also testified (hat
he believed he could have

» walked out of the clerk's

| office with anything he
wanted.

Christian, who, accord-
ing to Kaiser, denied tak-
ing the evidence after he
learned of the district at-
torney's investigation into
i the matter, reportedly de-

clined to appear before the
, grand jury.
Sharp, who has denied
; as "unfounded” all claims
that his office was neg-
| ligent in its handling of
‘Sirhan evidence, said
- Wednesday that he has
appointed several mem-
' bers of hig staff to closely
| examine the {ranscript
and report their findings
b 'to him.
. Meanwhile, the Board of
SBupervisors i3 conducting
| jie_awn_ investigation in

the case. oy

}

‘defense investigator dur-,
ing Sirhan's trial, testified »
s b
ithat another proponent of!

!

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

II-5 Los Angeles

m
llmes

Los Angeles, Calif,

Date:

Edition: ?/16/71
Author:
Editor:

Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

CI Being Investigated

hursday Final

Los Angeles

a7

— A5 7
SEARCHED_____ INDEXED,
SERIALIZED_ YT FiLep, . Mo

A »
Jogrieien i)
— ,




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Cllppmg in Space Below)

¢ In recent months, questions have\

s-been raised concerning all aspects of \.
. the Sirhan case by a variety of peo-|
) ;ple for a variety of motives,

i

‘l' When, as' district attorney of Los
Angeles County, I prosecuted Sir-|
l han, we knew, and I 8o stited on
| numerous oceasions that some day
1 someone would raise questions con-
cerning the manner of death and the
b ‘parties responsible.
[ It was inévitable that the con-
i'spiracy theory would be suggested
j~—that makes a better story. .
;. Even though I knew that some
‘persons,” whose motives might or
“might not be apparent, would never;
i ‘sllow the case to be put to rest, we
took all reasonable meang to insure
Lthat the true story was developed
and perpetuated

- "However, in recent months that
rwhlch we predlcted hag occurred,
.and I am- still frequently. asked
;whether there were inconsistencies
win the testlmony at the Sirhan trial.
')A. My answer: Yes, definitely there

\were. When 65 withesses testify con-
cerning any incident, I am not dis-
Iturbed concernmg minor inconsis-i
| tencies in the testimony. I would be |
,concerned if all 65 witnesses testi-!
fied in precisely the same manner. |
Honest individuals testifying to an |
“event which they obsérved could not |
} poss1bly see, hear and ‘recall the,
jevents in the exact same way. Incon-
»pistencies .of a minor: nature lend
.,?ncredence to the testimony of witnes-
s In the Sirhan case such incongis~

rand eévaluated by the jury. -

f ,‘:"‘EIE..PUBLIC SPEAKS OUT
Younger Comments
on Sirhan Trlal Theaﬁes,

e
1cnmesi§§ existed in the festimony |
Tof the witnesses  were consl ered‘ v

“It should be Tefembered that the :
invew following the assasm—
‘nation of Robert F. Ke' medy on June’
5, 1968 by the Los £ngeles Police |
Department and other cooperating |
idepartments, including the Los An- '

i geles County District Attorney's of- ! |

Jfice, the FBI and othér agencies, |

| was one of the most complete, if 1ot |

the most complete, criminal 1nvest1~

| ‘gations ever conducted by a law eén-

forcement - agency " in the Umted I
States. -
. It was determined that all posslble
information would be obtained and |
“be made available to the public at a |
*time when the constitutional rlghts
.of the defendant could not be jeopat-
dlzed by the attendant publicity.
More than 4,000 witnesses wére
1nterv1ewed Sixty-five witnesses ,
were called by the district attorney '
.of Los Angeles County -to .testify
(during the course of the trial. At the
conclusmn of the case, reports cover-
ing interviews with those ‘witnesses
swho had not been called to testify by
.either party, comprising ‘199 in all,
were: filed with the Supeérior Court
as exhibits and became a matter of
public record.
¢ At the request of defensé counsel
rduplicates of more thai 150 fileg’
seontaining. interviews of potential
_witnesses were delivered on pretrial
‘discovery motions, Included among:
"these flles were recorded interviews,
tof moré than 70 persons who were,
‘reported to have obsérved the deferi-
(dant at some time-during the. eve-
‘ning of June 4 and the sarly morn-
ing of June 5 at thé Ambassador Ho-~
tale——= it |
B i EVELLEJ YOUNGER|
oo L Attorney Générdl

‘Bacraménto, - -
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Testimony in the grand jury
robe into charges of mishan-
dling of evidence in the Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan case revealed
the mysterious disappearance of

xhibits and money from -the
'founty clerk’s office, . it was
earned today.

Thefts were discovered in Au-

ust, 1969, and a number of em-

loyes in the county clerk’s off-
ice were asked to take lie detec-
tor tests, John Walker, head of
the Court Services Division, tes-
titied during the recent investi-
gation. .

The disclosure was made to-
day with the release of three
volymes of testimony taken dur-
ing the grand jury hearing last
month. Earlier investigations
disclosed some Sirhan trial ex-|
hibits wetre misging, but these

/hat Sirhan Pro

,»»):u ’J-,‘{\ ; : ".’ .
¥ tt;lw-n’ ' whgn the co
: |issued. ' Rt
“[ can't answer that,” Sharp
said- when Deputy Dist.vAtty.
Richard Hecht asked him whys
no one had notified him later:of!
the court order. - A
Peter Taimachoff, chief of the
criminal division in the County,
Clerk’s office, also has drawn
criticism because of his faiﬂluret

Lost Data

Clerk William G. Sharp heing
criticized by the Board of Su-
pervisors for allowing evidence
in the assassination case to be
misplaced. Some of the docu-
ments, including a copy of oné
of Sirhan’s three notebooks, dis-
appeared. ‘

to protect the exhibits.
Talmachoff, according to @hei
transeript, attended a meetmg;‘
in the chambers of Superion
According to Walker's testii |Court- Judge Charles Loring ‘O‘t‘
mony, one of the .employes in |May 16, ‘1969.-The meeting, a I%
the clerk’s office assigned tO-t‘h‘P: tended by Judge X’Mﬁr, Ro};eﬁ{-i
exhibits section resigned, rathe Houghton, athg Kanelgsg lr"rtl)lice-
than take a second lie detector {ber of the Los Ang ;
1 - Department and Deputy Dist.
tesstr'l to has been fin the Atty. David N. Fitts, was held
sSharp, who “1as be ' round rules on the
county clerk’s office since 194t {j’éf%‘;‘;;‘ﬁ of protecting the
t‘es‘tif_ied during the secret q)rg’ Sithan evidence. J
ceedings that nobody had notis ~ paymachoff: received direc
fied him about a court erder ¥e- , qeps nof to release the Sirharn
stricting the viewing of the Sir 4 iitems except under court order;
han exhibits only to :persOnS1 Ithe transcript revealed. . |
with proper authorization. [ Other witnesses testified that

were not specified in the jury

trapseript .

R Sy
The probe resulted in County

|
|
i

_ the. mishandling of the Sirhan

Sirhan has been ‘seatenced {0} \«po ciphan paper exhibits werej
death for the assassination herel | oved to several different loca

‘ RO . ~ 3ol [tions for reproduction pur oses)
o Robert £, Kennedy tslﬁgip and Talmachoft gla&eq 2
on June 5, 1968. , “tgo heavy” work load and ig:

Sharp told the grand jury he|inorance of untrained mew ems
had no knowledge of the court| |plgveg for, the items going as-
order issued by Superior Court| {tray. - |
Judge Herbert Walker until o .
after a probe was launched into

exhibits.
only explanatisn—Shaxn
gave was that he was “out of
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|
|
\SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—At-

jorneys for Sirhan B. Sirhan
have challenged the death pen-

p the conviction and sentencing
f Sirhan in the 1968 slaying of
jen. Robert F. Kennedy.

1 In a closing brief, the attor-
leys yesterday argued Sirhan’s
edroom and personal belong-
ngs were illegally searched be-
sause his brother could not give
permission while Sirhan was in
tustody.

They argued that Sirhan is

of the 8th and 14th Amendments
to the U.S. Constitution : by being

Sirhan AH@rneys
Say Search illegal

being subjected to cruel and in-|
|human punishment in violation

AN _;g‘

Sirhan home produced an enve-.
lope which had highly prejudi--
cial material written on it and
said the search violated Sir-,
han’s constitutional rights.

Of capital pumshment the at

torneys said: -

“The purposes of criminal law,
are satisfactorily effectunated by
life imprisonment, a means less|
subversive to the right to live. T

“California has shown no
compelling interest which war-
rants rendering the appellant
pxtinet mted |

sentenced to de

., Luke McKisfick, a Los Ange-

les attorney, jsighed the 55-pagj

brief whichgsupplements a 700
page opening bmef filed edrlier
Sirhan, 57 was convicted of
murdering Kennedy on June 5J
11968, and sentenced to death a
San Quentin Prison.

' In the first brief, Sirhan
claimed Los Angeles Superior
Court -Judge Herbert Walker
erred in Sirhan’s two. unsuccess-
ful attempts to plead guilty. He
also contended there was an il-
legal search of his personal be-
longings, illegal * selection of
both grand and trial juries and
exclusmn of jurors who opposed
capltal punishment.

Mt brief argued that
@g search of a trashreaarthe

N
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**'*"irlmmahst in Sirhan Inqmry

Cleared of Impropriety by DA

Busch Says Allegations of Ballistics Procedure Violations 5

Were ‘People Trying to Make Something Out of Nothing’

BY RON EINSTOSS

Times Staff Writer '

Pélice criminalist DeWayne Wol-
fey Monday was clea¥ed o% allega-
1ins that he violated ballistics proce-
dures in the investigation into the
assassination of Sen. Robert F'. Ken~
nedy.

Dist, Atty. Joseph P. Busch Jr.
said ‘a lengthy inquiry by his office
refutes the accusations against Wol-
fer. The prosecutor labeled those at-
tacking the criminalist's work on
the case as "people trying to make
something out of nothing."

Busch conceded, however, that his
office.did not test-fire the gun taken
from Sirhan B. Sirhan, the convicted
slayer of Kennedy. He said there is
insufficient evidence of any impro-

prieties on Wolfer's part to necessi- -

tate doing so. .
Weapon in Custody of Court
Wolfer's critics contend that such.
a firing would substantiate their
charges. The death weapon now is
in the custody of the California Su-
_preme Court.
* The allegatlons that Wolfer acted
'were contained in a let-

v attorney, Barbara War-
to the City Civil Service

, three“years after Kennedy was shot
'to . death and five others were
rwounded in a pantry of the Ambas-
. sador, '
| In her four-page letter, assertedly
written in an effort to block Wolfer's
Iappomtment as permanent head of
" Los Angeles Police Depart-
's crime’laboratory, Mrs. Blehr
accused the criminalist of violating
‘our “geparate. precepts of investiga-
, "Qprocedures in his handling of
tiheyS'rhan Mmatter.

> s

:‘.charges also raised the ques- J

!
tion of whether a second gunman|
might have fired the shots ‘which
felled Kennedy on June 5, 1968 as he | |
was celebrating his California Pres- |
idential primary election victory. |
Mrs. Blehr contended that Wolfer |
never actually test fired the gun tak- |
en from Sirhan, but rather tested '

‘another gun which, she claimed, did
. in fact match at least three bullets

removed from some of the victims.

Lists Investigation Points .

Busch said Monday he is con- |
vinced that Sirhan and only Sirhan
was involved in the assassmatlon
and he pointed out that his own in-
vestigation of the allegations re-
vealed only these relevant facts:

—That serious errors in Mrs.
Blehr's charges against Wolfer were |
uncovered. '

—That a careful study of these '
errors refute Mrs, Blehr's allega-
tions. |

—That a clerical error was made |
(by Wolfer) in the labeling of an |
envelope containing three bullets .
test fired from Sirhan's gun by |
Wolfer.

—That serious questions concern-
ing the present integrity. of exhibits
in the Sirhan case were raised be-
cause of the handling of the evidence
by unauthorized persons while it
was in the custody of the Los An-
geles County Clerk's office.

"The mislabeled envelope in
no way detracts from the salient
reality that the murder verdict re-
turned (against Sirhan) was just
and correct," Busch declared, noting,
also that Sirhan's. conviction fol-

e

rl_o_wed a "massive" six -month inves- |
V
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tigation which involve
i%%‘mews of mofe than

1,000 persons and the ef-
forts of more than 75 in-
vestigators.

The district attorney's
office began its inquiry on
June 4 of this year be-
cause, Busch explained, he
felt an independent inves-
tigation was needed, "so
there would be no loss of
confidence on the part of
the public" as to wheth-
er Wolfer used proper
procedures.

Busch blamed "distres-
singly lax handling of the
trial exhibits by the Coun-
ty Clerk's office as one of
the reasons that his inves-

tigation took so long to

conclude.

Busch charged that Mrs, |

Blehr's accusations, some
of which were supported

b% affidavits signed b
three other -crivsinatists,

were the result of inade-
quate examination of the
trial record and incom-
plete investigation of the:
actions of Wolfer in the
case.

He said Wolfer's only
error was in mistakenly.
labeling an envelope con-
taining three bullets test
fired from the gun taken
from Sirhan with the seri-

~al number of the same
type of gun which was
used for other tests in the
case.

The second gun was
used only to conduct tests
of sound characteristics
: and to verify muzzle dis-

tance at a time when the
I GQirhan weapon already

had been introduced into

K . evidence before the Coun-
#===="" ty Grand Jury, Busch said.

W
NS

T
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~ stantly attempting to doc-

Sirhan Was
Lone Killer,
Police Say

A DPolice Department
board of inquiry Tuesday

told Los Angeles Po- |

lice Chief Edward M. Da-
vis that it had found no

foundation to the theory -

that anyone besides Sir-

han B. Sirhan was in- |
volved in the assassination |
of Sen. Robert F. Kenne- "

dy.

The board issued its re- .
port one day after Los An- |

geles County Dist. Atty.
Joseph P, Busch an-

nounced that his office, af- -

ter a five-month probe,
had reached the same con-
clusion.

The three-man police
board attributed the "al-
ternate assassin" theory to
"conspiracy buffs" who,

ument their beliefs.

Both the police and dis-
trict attorney's probes
were launched May 28
when attorney Barbara
Warner Blehr accused Po-
lice Department crimina-
list DeWayne A. Wolfer of
mishandling the ballistics
investigation of the Ken-
nedy assessination and
two other murder cases,
including that of former
Dep. Dist. Atty Jack
Kirschke. y

‘While Busch's office in-
vestigated only the
charges peértaining to the
Kennedy assasination
the police board went into
all three.

As with Busch's probe,
the police hoard conceded
there was a clerical error
in the '1abeling of one
evidence envelope during
the Sirhan trial. The board
said it found no evidence
of any errors in the other

two cases.
The board was made up
of Asst. Chief Jack G. Col-
lins, Dep. Chief John A.
MeAllister and Comdr.
e N. Beck. =2

— e o

‘ they said, "will Be con- |7
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(trspecfiomor] - -
Assassination
Report Sough

Immediate d(,(,ebs to a (Indicate page, name of
10-volume investigation ; newspaper, city and state.)
report dealing with the as- |,
:lsassmatlon of Sen. Robert
?, Kennedy was demand- .
ed Tuesday by attorney I1-1 Los Angeles Times
Barbara, Warner Blehr in Los Angeles, Calif,

a Superior Court petition.

Muys. Blehr made her de-
mand in connection with -
her defense in a $2 million
libel suit brought by De-
Wayne A. Wolfer, acting
head of the Los Amclcs _
police crime laboxatmy
His suit was based on a
letter  written by Mrs. ..
Blehr in oppasition to his —
permanent appointment. T

The inspection plea, set
for hearing Nov. 16 before
i Superior Judge Max Z.
Wisot, declared -that Mrs,
Blehr had been denied ac-
cess to the material even
though it is a public rec-
ord and has been used by
writers looking into the
murder of the New York

Democrat by Jordan-bhorn . Date: 11/ 3/ 71
Sirhan B. Sirhan. Edition: Wednesday Final
Mrs. Blehr has contend- Authors

ed that while Sirhan may )

have fired pistol shots at Editor:

Kennedy, the fatal bullets| - . Title:

could have come from an-

other gun. But Wolfer's

lab work, she has charged,

was so faulty that it be- Character:

came almost impossible to N or

present thls themy in Classification:
‘(,0}}‘11‘50 Blehr petltl()‘ﬂ also| - Submitting Office: LOS Angeles
seeks the right to inspect] : [] Being Investigated

police reports concerning

the murder prosecutions

of former Dep. Dist. Atty.

Jack Kirschke and one Le- - - -~

wis Terry. All of the re- | ;)'6 - /S'é%’q}%

ports, she maintains, have
been perused by others SEARCHED.. INDE)(I-ZD.‘E

but_have been “aemea™to WLW SERIALIZED ;’\F]LED____J__.

her on the grounds that [t 00 2 ]C}]‘t
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| Report Takes Issue With
i Main Points of Criticism

A report by the Los Angeles
County chief administrative officer
Thursday took issue with some ma-
jor points of criticism the county
grand jury directed against the
county clerk's office in the handling

of evidence in the Sirhan B. Sirhan
murder trial.

County Clerk William G. Sharp's
office did show some deficiencies in
looking after the evidence, but
Sharp's office is heing "effectively
-administered" in a "quite ereditable"

JuryYiew Disputed

on Sirhan Evidence

lcases of major significance
and “EStanIRhing appropri-

jate special procedures to
‘insure foolproof handling
of all aspects of thé clerk's

responsibilities."
But as to a grand juryi
charge that the county!

- clerk's office failed to

comply with an intention

of the court that ballistics :

evidence in the case be:
"sp e cifically packaged,"
the Will report said: -~

"Our task .force finds'
that no special instrue-
tions were given by the
court in this regard. The
storage of the bullets
while in the custody of the
county clerk was in the
saine package they were
in when received from the
LAPD. This was consis-
tent with the standard

manner, CAO Arthur G. Will said| operating procedure . . ."
The 29-page report was prepared, The grand 1urv.‘criticizedL
for the Board of Supervisors by a'the county clerk's office]
task force of personnel from Will's for assertedly allowing un-'
office. - ‘authorized persons to!
Will concluded that "inadequate view and handle the Sir-
attention on a sustained basiz was han exhibits, and it noted
given to the magnitude and impor- that several pages of co-
tance of the trial hy top manage pies of notebooks of Sir-
ment" in Sharp's office. -han's notes were missing.,
Sirhan was convicted of the mur- "Allowing representa-|
der of Sen. Robert F, Kennedy. He isitives of counsel to.view ex-:
now awaiting execution at San|hibits has been standard

v views all along that ng:ex-

i Quentin Prison.

[ The county elerk's office, Will
cortimuens? needs to estali c-
tive mechanisms for identifying

operating procedure for
the division," the report
‘answered.

' The missing copies of

notebook pages, the report
said, had been intended
‘for jury and public view-
ing and were available at
.90 cents a page.

i "We are unable to deter-
jmine the disposition of
(these copies,” the report
said. "However, the orig-
inal doecuments were
transmitted to the state
| Supreme Court intact."

© As to the grand jury's
general criticlsm of the

performance of upper and
mida e:m*anagem‘éi%%'t_f‘ﬁe
county clerk's office, the

|report answered: ﬁ j
. "§TafEagEment % Y-

all operation of the departe
ment is generally satisfac-
ftory. The most *serious)
ieriticism which would ap- |
pear to be applicable is|
ithat management didinot
consistently follow!
through to insure urider-
standing and complisnce
o instructions by lawer
level staff in this particu- !
lar case." G i
Sharp, who called ‘the |
grand jury criticism of his '
office "totally unfounded”
when it was made last:-Au- i
gust, appeared satisfied
with the Will report. ? !
"The report of the chief
administrative officerre-
futes charges made by the
grand jury ‘that evidence
in the Sirhan case ;was
mishandled," Sharp ¢om-
mented. "This investiga-
tion fully corroborates:my

hibit in the Sirhan tasei
was tampered with. while,
in“”‘*:ﬁ‘g"fmy T ody , Ttemmmn

N |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

IT-1 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif,

Date:

12/10/71

Editien:Ppnjday Final
Author:

Editor:
Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting Office: LOS Ange]e g
D Being Investigated

s5¢-ssCU-94
1 SEARCHED. INDEXED

| SERIALIZED £ FILED. T

| e 01971t )

FBI — LOS ANGELE;%’

o .\

) 2




FD-380 (Hev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Charach challenaes fo

r D.ATpost

Will Bobby Kennedy's ghost beat

Busch at the

=======FRED HOFFMAN =%~
Bobby Kennedy's ghost is coming back
hauntDistrict Attorney Joseph P. Busch in
his quest for reelection this year.

Almostfour years have passed since the
second Kennedy brother was shot in the
Ambassador Hotel and shipped back to
Washington, D.C. in a box. L.A. County
authorities’ handling of the politically-
inspired murder will be an issue in the
coming election.

President Kennedy's accused assassin
never went to court, and Martin Luther
King's allegedkiller was given 99 years in
jail with no trial. But in Los Angeles a
million-dollar showwas puton “‘to restore
public confidence in our institutions.” ‘

Theodore Charach, the stubborn
researcher whose work helpeduncover the.
DA’s use of fabricated, frauduientevidence
to convict Sirhan Sirhan, held a press.
conference at KPFK Friday morning to:
play a new taped documentary and to-
announce thathis documentary film, “‘Who
Killed Bobby Kennedy?'’, will be released
during the Presidential campaign.

Charach prcposed to make this an
effective issue in the 1972 campaign. "'l
hold the Office of the California Attorney-
General, the Office of the Los Angeles
Countv District Attorney and .the Los

igeles Police Department accountable
tor this travesty on the face of the
American community.

"'District Attorney Joseph P. Busch
must be defeated in his bid for elective
office. In defeating Busch we will be
rebuking Attorney-General Evelle
Younger. . ..
serve justice on the strength of the
unchallenged Harper findings by respected
members  of the  profession of
Criminalistics.”” (Criminalistics is
scientific evaluation of physical trace
evidence linking an individual suspect to a
specific crime. Criminalistics applies
sophisticated measurement techniques to
fingerprints, ballistics, photographs, etc.)

Charach called ‘‘for the eradication of
Wolferism in the arosecution of criminal
law. By Wolferism I7d<ine that poison
which permits falsification and
manufacture of evidence in our courts

throughpohce incompetence, sﬂ" "
caa b4

Mr. Busch has declined to

polls:

Dewayne Wolfer now acting head of the

LAPD crime tab, was the prosecutor’s
balllstlcs expert during Sirhan's trial.
Charach, William Harper and other
investigators claim that Wolfer fabricated

evidence, falsified documents and provided
the pohce with an oversimplified solution
to the Kennedy murder.

Wolfer was to become permanent head of
the crime lab July 1 until charges were
made against him by attorney Barbara
Blehr late last Spring. Busch's office was
supposed to investigate the accusations and
the implication that Robert Kennedy was
killedby a second gunman. Instead the DA
suddenly became ‘‘terribly concerned’’
that the evidence had been tampered with.
The county clerk served as temporary
scapegoat while the authorities
responsible slid the main issue aside, Then
the clerk was exculpated, the evidence was
saidto be in order and itwas alleged that ali
is right with the world. Wolfer's promotion
was temporarily shelved.

William Harper, an eminent criminalist
who qualifies as anexpertin six states and
is a Fellow of the American Academy of
Forensic Sciences, studied the evndence
for seven months and then wrote:

*Senator Kennedy was fired upon from
two distinct firing positions.... Sirhan
was directly in front ... face-to-face with
the Senator. A second firing position ...
was located in close proximity to the
Senator, immediately tohisrightand rear.
It was from this position that four shots
were fired, three of which entered the
Senator’s body. ... Kennedy received po
frontal wounds. The three wounds suffered
by him were fired from behind and he had
entrance wounds in the posterlor parts of
hIS body

.a second gun was being fired ...
concurrently with the firing of the Sirhan-
gun. ... The fatal shot was fired {muzzle)
from one to three inches from the Senator’s
head.

““The prosecution attempted ' to
establish that the Sirhan gun, and no other,
was involved in the assassination
however . .. the Sirhan gun ... was never
identified scientifically as havingfired any
of the bullets removed from any of the
victims ... it has not been ¢
m\iqé?“v‘iﬁ‘? examinations or other
* Nentific testing to the actual shooting.”’
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Harper offered the very simple findipg’
that ballistic examination of.t%"ﬁﬁe'
bullets shows that they '‘could not have
been_fired from the same gun” as his’
"’independent proof that two guns were ,
being fired concurrently in the kitchen:
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel at the time |
of the shooting."”’

Busch has ignored these simple facts .
since last summer’s neat sidestep and:
whitewash, but he may notbe able to ignore '
them much longer. The Republican DA, |
‘Evelle Younger's handpicked successor,
‘says he is satisfied with the way his-office
operates.

Deputy DA Vincent Bugliosi says he is .
not satisfied. Bugliosi, a Democrat,
announced that he is running against his
boss on the promise of better prosecution
and a higher conviction rate. He has not
been heard from yet on the Kennedy
assassination issue. T

Marge Buckley, who led Peace and
Freedom’s 1970 ticket by getting 175,000
votes in her campaign for state Attorney
General, has announced that she will run
for DA. Buckley attended Charach’s press
conference Friday and said that reopening
the Kennedy investigation will be part of
her program for a general housecleaning.

. ""The District Attorney’s Office is one of
the most important jobs that we have. |
think one of my first jobs would be to
.investigate the prosecution of the person
'accused of assassinating Senator Kennedy.
'Iwould have to look at what the police and
county government did in that case.

"I would have to look at how they tried to,
pitlory Coroner Thomas Noguchi in an;
!attempt to discredit him. When he was on;
the stand during the Sirhan trial the/
iDistrict Attorney asked Dr. Noguchi only|
lvery general questions. Judging from_the:
iim‘p"fﬁ'a_ﬁn“s of his autopsy findings, I think]

vl

‘there is a great deal to investigate here.’’
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| KPF#& broadcast brings out new mafer alk

Did Sirhan kill Kenne
tiere a Znd guaman’

"~ tunity of fmng it, ‘although the of-
Iflmal invéstigation someh6w did not

ART KUNKIN
Last week the mystery syrrounding
the assassination of Robert Kennedy

" the public eye with the breadcasting

i terviews and material developed by
Theodore Charach in his urirelenting
probe of RFK's death for a film he is
making on. the subject.

As Free Press readers will remem-
ber, the controversy ultimately
hinges around the question of
whether Sirhan was the only one
firing a gun in the pantry of the Am-
bassador Hotel. The Los Angeles
police department and their experts
issued a report presumably accoun-
ting for the eight bullets in Sirhan’s
gun. Critics, however, have pointed
to the fact that photographs are in
existence showing investigators
removing buliets from areas of the
pantry not listed in the police  ac-
countmg for their eight bullets and
lalong lines of fire not possible from
Sirhan's position. In short, they say
there were more than eight bullets
‘fired, therefore more than one gun-
iman.

Also- the critics say that the in-
vestigation was badly bungled by
police experts, evidence mishandled
after the crime, and that Sirhan was
.not close enough to Kennedy or at
the right angle to have fired the
\critical shots. Although the police
:have backed the opinions of theéir in-
Ivestigators, Charach has presented
[material from other criminalists
\which charges. police criminalist ,
DeWayne Wolfer of violations of
'procedure in investigating Ken-
nedy’s assassination. -

This conflicting material consists
of affidavits: fram criminalist William
W. Harper {which the Free Press
prints here for the first time
anywhere), a letter from Marshall
Houts, editor in chief of Trauma
Magazine, a publication dealing with
medicine, anatomy and surgery, to
California Attorney General Evelle J.
Younger, and an interview by|
Theodore Charach with Gene
|Caesar, a private guard atthe scene
‘of Kennedy's assassination who had|
his gun drawn and had the oppor-|

in Los Angeles was once again in’

| by radio station KPFK of original in-

|gun and that's when | got knocked
[down

|

- you take over . . .

: country .

y? Was'

J

,ask the questions which would have
.'developed this material. When
Caesar candidly  answered
.Charach's questions revealing his
right wing political stance and the
Ifact that his gun was drawn, Caesar
was obviously unaware that Charach
was seeking to poke holes in the of-
“ficial = attitude toward the
] assassination.

In statements broadcast last week
'over KPFK, in a program produced
«by Charles Waite, a person alleged
. to be Caesar and who speaks of his

presence in the pantry as an Ace!| . .
Guard states that Nixon is “trying to
out-do Johnson ... | definitelyl «.
wouldn’'t have voted for Bobby Ken- !
nedy, 'cause he had the same ideas |
as John did and | think John sold the
country down the road. He gave it to
the commies ... He literally gave it
to the minority ... He says, ‘Here, |
I'm giving it to you,
‘you run the white man.’ ... One of
. these days, at the rate they’re going,
’theres going to be civil war in this
It's going to be the white
| agamst the black, and the only thing
(I'd say is the black will never win.”

This obviously right wing man with
ragun’ was then asked by
'Charach the foilowing questlon

. CHARACH: Now, let's clarify again
this important point. You tell us you
originally drew your gun after raising
yourself from your fall, The LAPD
report confirms you reached for your
gun- instantly. And the FBI reports

l|say you are on the kitchen floor,

iscramble to your feet before drawing |
your gun. The true version . ... !

CAESAR: | had it out of my |
holster. | had it in my hand ... when
the shots were fired | reached for my

The letter from Marshail Houts to
Attorney General Evelle Younger on
June 26, 1971, says in part:

“Dear Ev:
«Lhis _is an elaboration of our
dlscussaon last night at . As Tn-

dicated thén, | have no personal in-
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terggt in thig matter bui_do havg a
deep academic and professional in-
terest over Wolfer's horrendous
blunders in the past and those he
will commit in the future if he con-
tinues on in his present assignment

I know all of the men who have
stepped forward to speak in this
present civil service proceeding.
They are all men of great integrity
and professional competence whose
sole concern is in the elevating the
field of criminalistics to a
professional status The idea
that these men who are national
leaders in criminalistics are out to
‘get’ Wolfer because of motives of
‘professional jealousy’ is totally ab-
aird Thev are deeply grieved over
his unconscionable antics since
these bring discredit to their
profession .. ..

Wolfer sufters from a great in-
feriority complex for which he com-
pensates by giving the police exactly
what they need to obtain a convic-
tion. He casts objectivity to the
winds and violates every basic tenet
of forensic science and proof by
becoming a crusading ~advocate.
Thig‘is rarion.alized as beging entirgly
legitimate since the accused is
guilty anyway . ...

{ will not elaborate on_the jis”
of e ree cases under ¢on-
sideration by the civil service board
(Sirhan, Kirschke and Terry) other
than to say that real experts of in-
tegrity who have examined portions
or all of the evidence are appalled at
what Wolfer did .... By all means,
don't let a group of police ‘experts’
in firearms identification, who might
be suggested to the civil service
board by Wolter, give Wolfer a coat,
of whitewash .... I'll be glad to run,
in and talk to you about these mat-’
ters if you wish. If | can do anvthina
else for you, please let me know.
(Signed) Marsh.” .

Evidently the whitewash did hap-
pen and Charach is still pursuing
this matter, bringing new evidence
to the public, planning legal actions
and a release of his film which will
hopefully result mire-opening the of-
ficial investigation of RFK's death.
And no one should take this lightly
because. as the Los Angeles Times
noted last August 16 in a lengthy ar-
ticle on the possibility of a second
gunman in the Sirhan case, "It is
Charach who three years ago began'
the personal crusade that ted to the,
present investigative tangle over
what _to_most people hag, apoeargd
to be an open and shut political mur-
der case.” :
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Sworn affidavit by

I, WILLIAM W. HARPER., being
first du‘l;@-aw deposd as follows:

1. I am a resident of the State of
California and for approximately
thirty-seven years have lived at 615
Prospect. Boulevard in Pasadena,
'California.

2. I am now and for thirty-five
years have been engaged in the field
of consulting criminalistics.

3. My formal academic background
includes studies at Columbia Univer-
sity, University of California at Los
Angeles and California Institute of
Technology where-I spent four years,
including studies in physics and
mathematics with the major portion
devoted to physics research.

4. My practical experience” and
positions held include seven years as
consulting criminalist to the
Pasadena Police Department where I
was in charge of the Technical
Laboratory engaging in the technical
phases of police training and all
technical field investigations in-
cluding those involving firearms. I
was, during World War II, for three

vestigation for Naval Intelligence in
the 11th Naval District, located at
San Diego, California.

After my release from the Navy, I
entered private practice as a con-
sulting criminalist. Extending over a
period of 35 years I have handled
!roughly 300 cases involving firearms
. in homicides, suicides and accidental
Iahor)tmgs I have testified as a con-
sulting criminalist in both criminal
and eivil litigations and for both
defense and prosecution in both State
and Federal Courts. I have qualified
as an expert in the courts of Califor-
nia, Washington, Oregon, Texas,
Nevada, Arizona and Utah. | am a
i Fellow of the Amerxian Academy of
I orens;c Seiences.

5. During the past seven months I
hdve made a careful review and
Istudy of the physical circumstances
lof ~the assassination of Senator
i Robert F. Kennedy in Los Angeles,
| California. In this connection { have
| examined the physical evidence in-
| troduced at the trial, including the
Sirhan weapan, the bullets and shell
cases. [ have also studied the autopsy
report, the autopsy photoggaphs, and
L perLine Bortions. of the trial

years in charge of technical in- '

Crlmlnallsf Harper !

6. Based on my background and ’
training, upon my experience as a |
consulting criminalist, and my
studies, examination and analysis of

data related to the Robert F. Ken-
nedy assassination, I have arrived at
the following findings and opinions:

A. An analysis of the physical

circumstances at the scene of the
< assassination discloses that Senator -
| Kennedy was fired upon from fwo |
" distinct. firing positions while he was
walking through the kitchen pantry
at. the Ambassador Hotel. Firing
Position A, the position of Sirhan,
was located directly in front of the
Senator, with Sirhan face-to-face
with the Senator. This position is
well established by more than a
dozen eyewitnesses. A second firing
position, Firing Position B, is clearly
established by the autopsy report. It
was located in close proximity to the
Senator, immediately to his right and
rear. It was from this position that 4
{four) shots were fired, three of which
entered the Senator’s bodv One of

+dn o b f daral
penetration of the Senator s brain. A
fourth shot passed through the right
shoulder pad of the Senator’s coat.
These four shots from Firing Position
B all produced powder residue pat-
terns, indicating they were fired from
a distance of only a few inches. They
, were closely grouped within a 12 inch
{circle.
l In marked contrast, the shots from
Firing Position A produced no
| powder residue pattérns on the bodies
or clothing of any of the surviving
, victims, all of whom were walking
| behind the Senator. These shots were
widely dispersed.
Senator Kennedy received no fr0n~
tal wounds. The three wounds suf-
1fered by him were fired from behind |
and he had entrance wounds in the,
' posterior portions. of his body. ;
B. It is evident that a strong con-
+flict exists between the eyewitness ac-1
jcounts and the autopsy findings. This
iconflict is totally irreconcilable with
.the hypothesis that only Sirhan’s gun
was involved in the assassination.
The conflict can be eliminated if we
consider that a second gun was being
fired from Firing Position B con-
currently with the firing of the Sirhan
gun from Firing Position A. 1t is self-
evident that within the brief period of

the_shooting (roughly 14_seconds)

Sirhan could not have been in both

firing positions 20 'ﬂEé‘\%E)HNDLER E.O. 14176
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I "No evéwitnesses saw SiTHan at any |
\position other than Firing Position A,
where he was quickly restrained by

citizens present at that time and
'place.
!' C. It is my opinion that these cir-

linked scientifically with,the Shoofing |
15 second gun, not the Sirhan gun.
"The serial number of the Sirhan gun]
Js No H53725. The serial number of |

ithe second gun is No. H18602. Tt is

also an Iver Johnson 22 cal. cadet

cumstances, in conjunction with the| The expert testimony, based on mat-

moment considering additional:
.

pantry concurrently.

DD. There is no reasonable:
likelihood that the shots from Firing
Pusition B could have been fired by a
person  attempting to stop Sirhan.
This 1s because the person shooting
from Firing Position B was in almost

direct body contast with the Senator.

This person could have seen where
his shots would strike the Senator,
since the fatal shot was fired tmuzzle)
from one to three inches fromr the
Senator’'s head. Had Sirhan been the
intended target, the person shooting
would have extended his arm beyond
the Senator and fired directly at
Sirhan. Furthermore, two of the shots
from Firing Position B were steeply
upward; one shot actually
penetrating the ceiling overhead

E. The police appear to have
concluded that a total of eight shots
were fired with seven bullets accoun-
ted for and one bullet unrecovered
This apparent conclusion fails to
take into account that their evidence
shows that a fourth shot from Firing
Position B went through the right
shoulder pad of the Senator’s coat
from back to front. This shot was
fired from a distance of ap-
proximately one inch according to the
testimony. Tt could not have been the
shot  which struck Vicum Paul
Schrade in the forehead since
Schrade was behind the Senator and
traveling in the same direction. The
"bullet producing this hole in the
shoulder pad from back to front
could not have returned by ricochet
,or otherwise to strike Schrade in the
I'forechead. This fourth shot from
1 Firing Position B would indicate 9
{nine) shots were fired, with two
tbullets unrecovered. This indication
provides an additional basis for the

(tontention that two guns were in-
lvolved, since the Sirhan gun could
vhave fired only 8 (eight) shots

. F. The prosecution testimony at-
tempted to establish that the Sirhan
'gun, and no other, was invalved in

lihe nosnenination. It is a fact,

[however. that the only gun actually

autopsy report (without for the '('hing the three test bullets of Exhibit |
55
' evidence), firmly establish that twoilihree of the evidence bullets (Exhibit |
gnns were being fired in the kitchen) 47

in a comparison Iicroscope to

removed from the
and Exhibit 54 removed from Weisel)
concluded that the three evidence
bullets were fired from the same gun
that fired the three test bullets of
Exhibit 55. The physical evidence
shows that the gun that fired the
three test bullets was gun No.,
H18602, not the Sirhan gun. Thus,
the only gun placed at the scene by
scientific evidencé is gun No.
H18602. Sirhan's gun was taken
from him by c¢itizens at the scene. T
have no information regarding the
background history of gun No.
H18602 nor how the police came into
possession of it

G. No test bullets recovered from
the Sirhan gun are in evidence. This
sun was never tdentified sientifically
as having fired any of the bullets
reinoved from any of the victims.
Other than the apparent self-evident
fact that gun No. H53725 was for-
¢ibly removed from Sirhan at the
scene, it has not been connected by
microscopic examinations or other

scientific  testing to the actual,
shooting . '
H. The only reasonable con-

clusion from' the evidence developed
by the police, in spite of their
protestations to the contrary, is that,
two guns were being fired in the kit-'
chen nantrv of the Ambassador Hotel
at the time of the shooting of Sénator

Kerinedy. .
L. From the general circumstan-
ces  of the shooting the only

reasonahle assumption is that the
bullet removed from victim Weisel
was in fact fired from the Sirhan gun.
This builet 1s 1 near perfect con-
dition. 1 have, therefore, chosen it as |
a “test” bullet from the Sirhan gunl
and compared it with the bullet 4
removed from the Senator's neck. !
The bullet removed from thei

|

|

Senator’s neck, Exhibit 47, was one
of those fired from Firing Position B,

while the bullet remoped fram
WeéiseT, Fxhibit 54, was one of those

fired from Firing Position A, the,
— 0 LT fottton A, tae,

Senator, | .
Exhibit 52 removed from Goldstein

“position of Sirhan My exaIminationy
dRFTEET® no  individual charag-
teristics establishing that Exhibit 47
. and Exhibit 54 had been fired by the
"'same gun. In fact, my examination¢
i disclosed that bullet Exhibit 47 has «

rifling angle approximatelv 23
minutes (14% ) greater than the

rifling angle of bullet Exhibit 54. Tt
15, therefore, my opinion that bullets
47 and 54 could not have been fired
from the same gun. i

The above finding stands as in-
dependent proof that two guns were
being fired concurrently 1n the kit-
chen pantry of the Ambassador Hotel
-at the time of the shooting, ‘

J. The conclusions T have
arrnived at based upon my findings '
are as follows:

(1) Two 22 calibre guns were
involved in the assassination.

(2) Senator Kennedv was
killed by one of the shots fired from
Firing Position B, fired by a second
gunman.

“ (3) The five surviving victims

_were wounded by Sirhan shooting

from: f‘iring Position A.

(4) It is extremely unlikely
that any of the bullets fired by the
Sirhan” gun ever struck the body of
Senator Kennedy

(5) It is also unlikely that the
shooting of the Senator could have
accidentally  resulted from an at-
temyat to shoot Sirhan.

Dcted: December 28, 1970.
William W. Harper
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

5.

On this ..... day of December,
1970, before me appeared, per-
sonally, WILLIAM W. HARPER,

known to me to be the person whose
name s subscribed to the within in-,
strument, and acknowledged that he
©oexecuted the same. '
Notary Public in an s
Wememeeet®  sa1¢! County and State. |
Seal)
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~—Notes on People Vs Sirhad~""7="

Assume that Sirhan had escaped from the scene of -the Kenriedy
assassination with the gun without being seen by any eye witnesses.
Assume also that the autopsy and medical reports and. other physical’
evidence were the same as we find them today. What effect would
these circumstances have had on the investigation? Would the police
have been searching for one assassin or for two?

Upon completion of the autopsy it would have been immediately
avident that the Senator had been fired on by some gunman in. close
proximity to him and to his right and rear. ‘

It was also apparent at this time. or very shortly thereafter, that the
five additional victims were following the Senator and to his rear. Had
the gunman, after shooting the Senator, turned 1o his left and fired ap-
parently indiscriminately into the crowd of his followers. If so, why?

The Senator was the “target” victim. The shooting of the additional
victims would certainly have to be considered as accidental. No one
could reasonably beiieve that Schrade, Sirol, Goldstein, Evans and
Weisel had been deliberately chosen for elimination as well as the
Senator. The trajectories of the shots wounding these accidental vic-
tims necessarily came from a positicn ahead of the Senator. not from
behind him.

These circumstances would suggest to any experienced homicide
detective. as well as to any criminalist, thal two guns were involved
and two gunmen had to be tracked down.

Multiple-gun shootings are not a rarity in police work. When bullets
of different calibers are removed from victims and/or found at the
crime scene, it is obvious that more than one gun is involved. When all |
recovered bullets are the same caliber the conclusion that a single gun
is involved must not be hurriedly reached. . :

The capture of Sirhan with his gun at the scene resulted in a total
mesmerization of the investigative efforts. The fact that all recovered:
evidence bullets were the- same caliber further contributed 16, the
general euphoria. The well established teachings of eriminalistics and
forensic pathology were cast aside -and. by-passed in favor of a-morg
expedient solution and. unfortunately, an  erroneous OVET-
simplification. - - ' v
o

B [
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"ABOUT THIS ISSUE

' In his article beginning on page 6, wm;éé intro- ;! .
' duces us to that curious breed of sleuths who Mave devoted 4

enormous energy to searching for a conspiracy in the deaths -
of JFK, RFK and Martin Luther King. Kaiser should know,

for he himself was a member of the obsessed tribe. In prepar- ; , )
ing his celebrated book “ je!” he revised his last | b T

chapter “to mobilize the publig/fo do something, since the |
FBI, CIA and other agencies had dragged their feet.” His ar- |

ticle recounts how, after E. P. Dutton published his book in |

October of 1970, Kaiser did “my junior G-man thing, trying

to find a conspiracy myself to explain what Sirhan did.” His !
 hopes have since been dashed, but even today a peculjar glint .

SHifics Th his eyes when he discusses his long and futile hunt ;
“for evidence of a conspiracy. Kaiser was particularly drawn fo)

¢ case because of his personal admiration for Bobby Ken- |

nedy. They had first met during the 1960 Presidential race;
the place was Phoenix where, he recalls, Bobby breezed into -
town as his older brother’s “brash young campaign manager.”
Kaiser was then a newspaper reporter, having dropped plans
to enter the Jesuit priesthood after 10 years of study. Clare
Boothe Luce admired his work and introduced him to her hus-
band; in due course Kaiser began a five-year stint with Time
during which, while stationed in Rome, he won the Overseas
Press Club’s 1963 award for the best magazine reporting on e
foreign affairs. After quitting Time in 1966, he went to work

on Tom Braden’s campaign for lieutenant governor and got

thick with “the Kennedy crowd.” By 1968 he was a free-lance

writer (Kaiser has contributed not only to West but to the La-

dies Home Journal, Playboy “and everything in between™), ,'

and the morning after RFK’s assassination Life assigned him

to the Sirhan story. When his book came out two years later, |

he sent copies to such Kennedy stalwarts as Arthur Schles- |

inger, Pierre Salinger and Teddy White, all of whom “either

sent it back or let me know they wouldn’t read it. The title

was too gruesome for them, and the whole memory caused !

too much pain.” Kaiser believes that much of the public has !

similarly repressed RFK's death and that this, in part,’

explains the modest sales of “RFK Must Die!” (If alive, Kai- .

ser thinks, RFK would now be President.) When he sub-

mitted his present article to West, what principally intrigued

'us was the ambiguous self-portrait the author had drawn..

:On the one hand, he described himself as at last freed froml’

ihis obsessive belief that a conspiracy was involved; on the|
I.'othm' hand, he could become a true believer all over again if)
‘even a minimum of evidence were to appear — or S0 we,
_inferred from what he wrote. When we asked him about this|
| apparent ambiguity, Kaiser agreed with the interpretation. “In’
| the RFK killing,” he said, “I was never able to prove a con-|
' spiracy, but I still think someone else may eventually be able!
' fo do that." As he spoke, the glint in his eye became a gleam.
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.| sinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Francis

*TURNEYI'II'EHROUGTT

KILLING GROUND

The author of ‘RFK Must Die!’ returns to reality

== e e

BY ROBERT BLAIR KAISER
“This is an obsession. And happy, typtcag Ame ;
cans aren’t obsessed. Jack Armstrong isn’t ob—|
sessed. There's a fantastic way in which the assas- .
sination becomes a religious event. There are relics |
and scriptures and even a holy scene—the killing | .
'ground. People make pilgrimages to it. And, as in
any religious event, what happened there isn’t clear, | |
it's dmbiguous, surrounded by mystery, uncertain,
dubious. I think there is a feeling with some of us
that it has to be clarified. It's the symbolic status of -
it that's important. Somehow, one hopes to clarify
one’s own situation and one’s own society by clari-
fying this . "

Josiah Thompson, assassination buff i
first remember reading about the .assassina-
tion buffs in a thoughtful piece in' The New
Yorker by Calvin Trillin. Trillin had scared ;

, me. He made it clear that the buffs — an

; underground network in obsessive pursuit

| of “the co-conspirators at Dallas”—threat- |

‘ened to consume themselves in a quest that

[was destined to end in doubt. Essentially, the buffs

‘were hobbyists. In other, less troubled times, they
mlght have collected stamps and read Agatha
‘Christic. Now they were wrapped in a real game

, which, they fantasized, could get them killed. An

exciting game for an exciting age.

i At first the buffs worked in isolation, building

!their own research libraries, exhibits, mock-ups and

, blowups. Then they leamed of one another’s exis-

ltence began to compare notes, to canonize their

Iown hemes vilify their own villains. With the assas-

| Kennedy, their numbers weould increase. They
!would set up their own dues-paying organization,
the national Committee To Investigate Assassina-
 tions, and produce a newsletter flagged with a pro-

W €_question next to its metered _postmark: |

|

2
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| challenge. I found a way of getting to the assassin

. in search of the facts, all the facts. Maybe I'd even

“Who Ts_Killing Our L Leaders?” .

Like the buffs, I, too, found it hard to believe that
Oswald had acted alone, that he had changed the
course of history because he had an argument with
his life over a lousy washing machine. 1 refused
to think life was that absurd. Somehow, it would be
less absurd if Oswald were part of a Plan, any-
body's Plan. But T was a Jack Armstrong. No obses- '
sions for me. Let the authorities handle the case. .

I made my resolve back in 1967, when, after five
years with Time, I was building a new family and a
new career as a writer with a name. I had a two-

1 novel contract with New American Library, I had a

| free-lance contract with Look, 1 had made a begin-
ning, to boot, in television news.

! One year later, after the assassination of Senator

' Robert Kennedy in Los Angeles, where I lived, I |

v put all that life aside and chose death. In Josiah

- Thompson’s metaphor, 1 made a journey to the kill-
ing ground, collected the relics, pored over the '

scriptures. In the metaphor of my native Arizona, I i
g the conspiracy trail and rode it a§far as I

e e

—So T taiked with the assassin. I talked to him two-

Srmree’times a week for seven months. T went into
his cell with his psychiatrists. I tape-recorded his
sessions with them, even his sessions under hypno-
sis. I found that the assassin, Sirhan Sirhan, could
not remember killing Kennedy, that his declared |
motives for doing so didn’t make sense, that he was .
evasive about his associations during May and June
of 1968, that he was inordinately curious to know
what certain of his friends had told the FBIL. I

judged that he was covering up for others, including
a girl who was with him in the Ambassador Hotel,
and 1 couldn’t dismiss the evidence of the notebook
discovered in his room: it was full of jottings indi-
cating he associated the killing of Kennedy with a
payment (or a promise of a payment) of money to
himself. . '

Neither the Federal Bureau of Investigation nor
the Los Angeles police were allowed to talk with
the assassin. but they produced thousands of pages
of reports on their reconstruction of the events at
the Ambassador Hotel and on the persons they

could and found that it led nowhere; as in the Black
Mountain area of the Navajo Indian Reservation, T
found box canyons within box canyons within box
canyons. I met a good many quaint characters-along
the way, most of them quaint enough to be certifi-
ably crazy. But at the end of the trail there was |
nothing: no waterfall, no Indian maidens, no moth- |
er lode. And there was no way out, except the way I |
had come, back over my own tracks, wishing I had |
something to show for my trouble other than an
empty canteen, squinting curiously again at the cra- '!
zies I had met on the way in, wondering at myself |
for ever having begun the journey at all. ;

This is the story of my journey, of my ride in and \
my ride out and what I learned from it all. Tt is a
piecce of self-revelation hardly calculated to make
me look like a hero. Okay. I don’t want to be a
hero—anymore—just accepted as a member of the
human race, sometimes wise, sometimes foolish,
sometimes weak, sometimes strong, almost always
curious, often a damn fool.

J une 1968. Los Angeles. Another Kennedy
killed. “God, not again!”” Anguish. But a reportorial

and I took it. For all my reservations about the as-
sassination buffs, T wanted to know more, more
than I thought the officials would tell. Would I be-
come a buff? Hell, no. I was just a curious reporter

{earn something close to the total truth, =
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thought might shed some light on the case. They
ended up with the same uncertain verdict as I.
<Private]y, they were inclined to agree with_Sirhan’s

‘ of unusual bluster) that the FBI had_-lone “a!
lousy job of investigation.” Publicly, they sai
there was “no conspiracy.”

And so, when [ had finished my research, 1 could,
not say 1 had gotten absolute answers. (That de—'
pressed me more than it should have. After you'vej
learned the multiplication tables, do you ever attain
absolute anything? Absolute truth, absolute justice,|
absolute love, absolute freedom?) But I had collect-,
ed every available picce of data on the case and 1
had a duty, I thought, to set it all down in a coher-
ent narrative history. I began writing what turned
out to be a 634-page book called (ghastly title, a
quote from the assassin’s incriminating notebook)
“R.F.K. Must Die!”

That's when [ should have quit—when the book
was finished. 1 made one stab at doing so; 1 tried to
turn over my suspicions to J. Edgar Hoover:

... I wonder what your investigators think [1

wrote to Hoover] about certain clues which

point toward a conspiracy. I am not entirely
convinced that Sirhan wasn’t put up to this by
somebody else and T have a few good reasons
why I think so. Since I have talked to Sirhan
and your people didn’t, T assume my reasons
might bear some examination.

But Hoover didn’t want to hear them. T could hard-,

ly believe that. The vaunted FBI didn’t want to;
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own judgment (expressed twice to me in moments




| 1 must say yes. I had forgotten, I

k

" That made me mad. Maddened, T would go off on|

a Tip, my conspiracy trip. -
of some West Coast assassination buffs—Pete
Noyes, Fernando Faura, Jonn Christian, Bill Turn-
er—even though they were newsmen with a profes- -
sional “license” to be curious. Now I started com-
paring notes with them, urging them to travel cér-
tain avenues of investigation with me traveling
theirs. ] was getting obsessed with the idea that if
the FBI wouldn’t carry this on, I would, that I could
(with a little help from my friends) do what several,
hundred agents of the FBI and the Los Angeles
Police Department could not do.

I took trips to a ranch near Corona, California,
where Sirhan worked as anexercise boy.linterviewed
friends of Sirhan whom he had tried to cover for. I
poked into the privacy of some persons who, I fan-

viewed a racetrack character in northern California,’
I visited the local sheriff’s office, identified myself
and said, “If I don’t come back in two hours, you'd
better come in with your sirens on.” On the eve of
my book’s publication, 1 talked with Sheriff Peter
Pitchess of L.A. and asked him to put a watch on
my own home. He did, and when the deputies began
making their rounds, flashing their spotlights into
the house in the dead of night, my wife began to

freeze with fear. She had special locks put on all the
windows and doors. Em——

Was 1 going beyond

the bounds? In retrospect,
guess, c-

'tion I used to hear on radio’s old “Gangbusters.”

,arrogance and unaccountability 1 resented) and in

The announcer, 1 recall, used to read a list of the
FBI’s most wanted criminals and tell all of us 10-
yearéolds in the listening audience: “If you see any
of these criminals, under no circumstances attempt
to apprehend him yourself. Call your local FBL”

1 was going too far in another sense, beyond my
own standards of integrity. Balked by Hoover, I
could have called quietly on other officials and giv-
en them my leads. Instead, 1 added a bit to the last
chapter of my book to call for a reopening of the
case. Tt was a play designed to draw attention from
the fans in the bleacher seats. T think 1 did it in the
great hope it would hurt J. Edgar Hoover (whose

the small hope that the media attention would
st sales on a book that had already put me
e

. T
For some time, T had resisted the blandishments |

tasized, might have me killed. Once, before I inter-

‘in a financial hole.

“anothér conspiracy theory” (often failing T
guish between the assassinations of JFK and RFK),

and Hoover made only one counterattack on me (he |
| implied that I had manufactured quotes from a Los

Angeles FBI agent who, in fact, told me the case
was still open) which the press ignored.

There was no public outcry and, with huge legal
fees to pay after a suit by Sirhan to stop my book
(because I wouldn’t let him censor it), I have yet to
make a nickel on “R.F.K. Must Die!”

The assassination buffs, however, loved me. That
was something, but it was, I soon found, a love I
could have done without. T traveled the country,
doing the standard promotional bits expected of
most authors these days, and the buffs would gather
around. Some of them were fascinating, brilliant

Dallas. In Dallas, Nelson took me to the killing
ground, showed me all the famous points of refer-
ence: Lee Oswald’s back yard, Jack Ruby’s apart-
ment, the spot where Officer Tippitt was shot, Gen-
eral Walker’s living room window. And then he
took me to his penthouse apartment.

Nelson’s study was filled with card files and note-
books cataloging the most intimate, cross-indexed
histories of more than 5,000 persons connected in

people, like a man I shall here call John Nelson of :

the slightest way with the scenario at Dallas. Nelson |
had been near Dealey Plaza when the President was |

- shot, he had a camera with him, he rushed over and

started taking pictures. That started him on his own

private inquiry, for he was saddened that such a

thing should happen in his beloved Dallas and puz-
zZled that the authorities couldn’t get to the bottom
of it all. T was impressed with Nelson’s collection, in
much the same way, I guess, I would be impressed
with a man’s collection of butterflies, or match-
books. But here I began to wonder. This was a se-
rious game he was playing and what was the use?

Nelson’s shoulders seemed perpetually slumped,
as if in defeat, and he was still comparatively
young. The hours he’d expended to compile that
mountain of data must have taken a toll on himself
and, I guessed, on his business and on his family. I
couldn’t see that his investigation had gotten him
close to Oswald’s co-conspirators, and I found no
names in his file on the JFK assassination corres-
ponding to any of the names I had been collecting
on the assassination of RFK. Yet Nelson told me he
was afraid of reprisals against him and/or his fami-

[fof-fis®name. :

. el

-
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ly. He extracted a promise from me never (o men- '

As it turned out, the public ho-hummed abgut |




Paris Flammonde, the author of a book on the John
Kennedy assassination, a bearded fellow blessed
with an apparently total recall of every fact ever
written about JFK and Dallas. Flammonde ar-
ranged a dinner for me with Bernard (Bud) Fen-

sterwald, a Washington lawyer currently defending_

——

PP AP SRS N S
Other buffs embraced me. In New YO-E% I met .

il James Earl Ray who served, in his spare_time, as
tfi¢ executive director of the Committee To Investi-
gate Assassinations, and, later, with Richard
Sprague, an aerospace engineer from Hartsdale,
New York, also a board member of the CTIA.

These people represented, as far as I could tell,

| picious lot, but they had a healthy respect for facts
I and a contempt for buffs (like Mark Lane) who

|| cheated, and I was tempted to join their ranks. I
was lonely out there on the conspiracy trail.

er buffs. A woman from New York claimed in a se-

The real mystery
18 why CONSPLracy
' theories appeal to us

! ries of notes that Sirhan was part of a plot by
" British Israelis who were really Freemasons. A
i woman from Ohio sent me a maduscript detailing
the Rosicrucian - CIA - FBI - right wing - military-
, industrial plot to kill RFK. And a wealthy lawyer
from Oklahoma who had read all 26 volumes of
the Warren Report wanted to finance further re-
search (to be directed by me) on his theory that
both Kennedys were the victims of a plot hatched
by the Red Chinese.

I got at least a dozen communications from per-
sons who were living in the expectation of imminent
death because they “knew too much” about one or
| another of the assassinations. _—

e ) e g = =

the best of the buffs. They were, in general, a sus- |

The mail T received didn’t make me feel any less
lonely. Each weekend, on my return home to Cal- |
ifornia, I would find a small pile of letters from oth-

™ One day, a man who will bé known_here as~
Jim phoned me. from Phoenix. Hall"said he
knew the man behind Sirhan. He'd seen the man’s
name in Sirhan’s notebook (which I had reproduced
in my appendix): “Stokeley.” Maybe, I said to
myself, this is the break I've been looking for. No
one had known the “Stokeley” scribbled in Sirhan’s |
notebook and Hall sounded like a sober, intelligent
fellow. I made arrangements to meet him in Phoe-
nix on my next trip east. Hall turned out to be ob- |
sessed with injustice. He said he’d been done in
pretty badly by a group in Texas, one of them a
man named Stokeley. Therefore, said Hall, Stokeley
and his friends must have had someting to do with
the killing of both Kennedys. No other evidence.
But Hall had put all of his paranoia on paper, in
a small mimeographed book. Maybe I could help
him sell it?

I n the last chapter of my book, I had propounded
—very tentatively—the theory that Sirhan may
have been programmed through hypnosis to kill
RFK and programmed_to forget that he had been
programmed. I elaborated the theory to help ex-
plain some unexplained bits of evidence: the repeat-
ed assertions in Sirhan’s notebook that “RFK must
die” as if he were repeating instructions from an-
other; his extreme susceptibility to hypnosis; his
blocking and locking whenever, under hypnosis, he
was asked about his involvement with others; his
unusual, almost trance-like behavior on the night of
the assassination.

Using that theory as a road map took me into one
box canyon after another. Since Sirhan had played
around with the occult and had scribbled in his
| notebook mysterious notations about black magic,
the Tlluminati and the Master Kuthumi, I plunged,
.with some local buffs, into a study of California’s
occultists. We didn’t find the Master Kuthumi, but
there are certain local buffs still out there on the
conspiracy trail, sincerely looking for him. That
may be "harmless enough. T

o so harmless is another buff named Theo-
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dore Charach (pronounced sha-RACK), who
has been trying for years to make it big in Holly-
wood and believes he is now on the verge of scoring
with a film documentary which, he says, “breaks
the case wide open.” I first encountered Charach on
my way up the conspiracy trail. He seemed deter-
mined to prove conspiracy no matter what the fact.

Charach proceeded in his research from a false
premise: that Sirhan met Robert Kennedy face to
face in the pantry and never got closer than two feet
—and therefore couldn’t have shot Kennedy behind
the right ear.

Charach didn’t know (or didn’t care) about
abundant testimony from others that Sirhan ap-
proached Kennedy from behind. It didn’t fit his
theory: if Sirhan was facing Kennedy and Kennedy
was shot in the right mastoid, then Sirhan didn’t
shoot Kennedy, someone else did. JFK assassina-

tion buffs, who generally believe the President was

caught in a cross fire at Dallas, liked that idea.

Who, then, was the other gunman? In the office
of his attorney, Godfrey Isaacs, Charach told me
it must have been a security guard hired for the
night by the hotel. His name: Thane Eugene Cesar.
Why Cesar? Because, it was in the official records,
Cesar had drawn his gun in the pantry immediately
after the shooting. He had admitted that he was be-
hind Kennedy when Sirhan opened fire. Maybe,
reasoned Charach, Cesar took advantage of the
moment to kill Kennedy himself. But why? Charach
interviewed Cesar and found that Cesar had voted
for George Wallace. That did it. Logically, to Cha-
rach, anyone who voted for George Wallace had a
motive to kill Senator Kennedy.

But did Cesar shoot Kennedy? No. The identifi-
able bullets recovered from pantry victims were all
shot from a .22. Cesar had a .38 with him in the
pantry. And, like everyone else in the pantry, he
was startled and afraid when the shooting started.
He fell to the floor, and stayed there until the shoot-
ing had stopped. Then he rose, pulled his gun and
moved to Kennedy’s side, “to protect the senator
from further attack.” With disgust, Bill Barry, Ken-
nedy’s aide, told Cesar, “Put the gun away. It’s too
Jate.” Tt was all in the official reports of the police
and the FBI, which were placed in evidence after
the trial. And no one had seen anyone else shooting
in the pantry.

Well, almost no one. Charach had some tape rec-
ordings, among them an interview given on the
night of the shooting to reporter Ruth Ashton Tay-
lor of KNXT, Channel 2 by a young man named
Donaid Schulman, a news runmer for KNXT.
Though Schulman’s recollection was “fuzzy” he
told Ruth Taylor he'd seen security men
back at the assassin.

] wondgred what Schulman had actually seen or if
he was even in the pantry. He wasn’t on the police
list of persons in the pantry. I guessed that Schul-
man was simply repeating some of the rumors that
were flashing through the crowd that night at the
Ambassador. One rumor: that the men who first
jumped the assailant were Roosevelt Grier and
Rafer Johnson. Another, that the assailant was a
man named Jesse Grier. Another, that Kennedy
was all right, that he was only shot in the knee.
Another, that a security guard had shot the assassin
dead. All of these stories were carried by UPI and
reported on L.A. radio and T.V.—all were false.

So I dismissed Charach and his prize witness,
Schulman. So, also, in the summer of 1970, did
most of the newsmen of L.A. except for the editors
of the Los Angeles Free Press. The only thing diffi-
cult to understand: why Cesar didn’t sue Charach
for libel. (“I didn’t sue,” Cesar told me recently in
an interview, “because Charach doesn’t have any
money and suing to clear my name isn’t_ worth g’the

' money it would cost to sue.”)

Cut to the summer of 1971. I am coming off my
cm& trip. I meet Charach once again and now
he has not only his audio tapes but an hour-long
documentary film, in color, which Charach says
“proves” his theory of a cross fire in the pantry.
Now here is the maitre d’, Karl Uecker, florid of
face, babbling away about his moment of glory, in-
sisting he stopped Sirhan well short of Kennedy.
Here is a shot of a whirling tape recorder playing
Cesar’s words, out of context: in his interview with
Charach, Cesar had told Charach he had a .38 re-
volver in the pantry, but, under prodding, described
a .22 pistol he’d once owned, but sold in February
1968, before the assassination of RFK. Now in the
movie, after judicious cutting and splicing, Cesar’s
voice appears to be describing the .22 he l_md in the
pantry. Here is Schulman being interviewed b_y
Charach on the Ambassador Hotel green. He is |

‘no longer “fuzzy,” he’s an expert eyewitness.

In fact, Schulman was not in the pantry at ﬂ_w
time of the shooting. He was in the crowd back in
the Embassy Room, where Kennedy had just spo-
ken, standing next to Dick Gaither of KNXT and
Frank Raciti, now a film editor at KNXT.

Charach has another star witness with more
serious credentials. He is a veteran ballistics expert
from Pasadena named William W. Harper. Under
Charach’s urging, Harper had visited the County
Clerk's office and examined the evidence bullets
from the Sirhan trial. Two of the bullets, Charach
said he said, didn’t match.

s

.
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. Apparent corroboration, therefore, of Characys
fo-gun - theory. Two bullets that didnf match.

Therefore, two different guns banging away in the -

pantry. Where was the other gun? Charach said the
police had destroyed it, but he had evidence of its
existence in the trial exhibits. It was a gun with
the serial number H18602 and its number was
written right across people’s exhibit 55 which con-
tained three test bullets, supposedly fired from Sir-
han’s gun. According to LAPD criminalist
DeWayne Wolfer, those three bullets matched those
taken from victims in the Ambassador pantry. But
the serial number of Sirhan’s gun was H53725 and
the serial number on the jacket of exhibit 55 was
H18602.

Wow! According to that “evidence,” the pantry
victims were not shot by Sirhan’s gun but by anoth-
er gun. The implications of that were absurd. Gun
number H18602 was a test gun, also an Iver-John-

son .22, which the police used for powder burn |

and decibel readings. The police had this gan on
the night of the assassination. They had taken it on
March 18, 1967, from a young man named Jake
Williams and kept it in property until June, 1968.
Wolfer used that gun for his test and wrote down
its serial number by mistake, a stupid mistake, but
nothing more than a clerical error.
. What about Harper’s conclusions? I went to
'Harper. Harper said he wasn’t sure. He’d com-
‘pared those two bullets to each other ( but not to
the test bullets in exhibit 55) by means of photo-
graphic blowups. He said he’d rather have the op-
portunity to do some further studies, to use a com-
parison microscope and compare those bullets to
the test bullets in exhibit 55 and to a new set of
test bullets taken from a new test firing of Sirhan’s
gun. Then, he said, he could make a final judgmet.

All together, then, Charach’s “evidence” is non-
existent, flimsy or uncertain. With it, however, he is
able fo produce (and finance!) a movie. And more.
With it, he persuades the Sirhan family to dismiss
their appeals lawyer, Luke McKissack, and hire
Charach’s own attorney, Isaacs. He hopes that on
the basis of Charach’s evidence he can get a new
trial for Sirhan. '

Sad to say, the court system in California may
have to spend. yet more time adjudicating this base-
lﬁ'ﬁﬁrﬁeln fact, the state has already spent time

C—-- e - - - - --

‘ z;nd money doing so. District Atfornc‘x, Jo&g Sh

Busch ordered an inquiry into the subsiance of
Charach’s assertions. His investigators found none.

" Privately, they gave Wolfer bad marks for bad

bookkeeping and Cesar all the sympathy they could
muster for the bum rap of the year, if not the de-

cade—for Cesar didn’t shoot Kennedy, and he wasn’t

a right wing radical, as Charach claimed, but sim-
ply a plumber and part-time security guard who
had voted for George Wallace and once contributed
$3 to the Wallace campaign.

The D.A.’s investigators also found pretty poor
security in the County Clerk’s office; and a county
grand jury gave the clerk a public reprimand for
his “misfeasance in office.” Almost anybody, it

At least 12 people
lived tn fear because
they ‘knmew too much’

seems, could have .gotten to certain trial exhibits

to the evidence bullets themselves.

Eventually, if the popular wisdom persists in im-
peaching the integrity of the official ballistics ex-
aminations, officials will do some new tests of Sir-
han’s gun and compare the slugs to the bullets in
evidence. By then, of course, the buffs will be off on

some new track. And the conspiracy trip will go on.

But not for me. I am off that trip now. I don’t
know whether there is a conspiracy or not. I never
did know, but I thought that some day I might.
Anyway, I am tired of dealing with death. I'd like to
start living again in the present.

And the people I meet in the ranks of the buffs
depress me. I encountered a brace of buffs recently,
waiting to testify before the grand jury. All of us
had been called because our names had appeared

- on the clerk’s records as viewers of Sirhan trial ex- .
hibits. I saw that one of the buffs was carrying a
copy of my book, and I was pleased—until the

young man started talking to me. Then I realized he
was crazy. Charach was there, chortling at his suc-
cess in getting a part of the case reopened and

1 boasting that he “got the case for Godfrey Isaac.”.

Other buffs assavlted me with “new facts” which
weren’t facts at all but conjectures and imaginings

and done almost anything to them, even, perhaps, |

calculated to feed their bias against “the system.” 1’

couldn’t see that their hobby was doing tBem gny-

L=
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| good at all, maybe a good deal of harin.

-
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= *1 still get mail from buffs and potential buffs.
‘TRere s an honest, hard-working fellow from De-
troit namied Harry Kruk, who is yearning to de-pro-
gram a hypno-conditioned Sirhan (or see that some
other expert does so). Kruk’s hobby is hypnosis,
and he can demonstrate, he says, that almost any-
one can be programmed to do anything.

Bud Fensterwald, a man of heart and wit, keeps
in touch. I have refused to become a member of the
board of the CTIA, but he keeps writing and
phoning and asking me to check up on obscure per-
sons and movements which the underground net-
work suspects of perfidy. I had lunch with Fenster-
wald not long ago in Los Angeles while he detailed
some “new leads,” then accompanied him to the
headquarters of the Scientology movement in L.A.
where we wasted two hours seeking information
about a strange new Satanist cult called The Pro-
cess.

W\en I am not being a died-in-the-wool, full
blown, damn fool, paranoid assassination buff,
| however, T hold no hopes that 1 will ever “solve”
' the mysteries of either assassination. Deep down,

- maybe, I still hope that someone can put the pieces

law. But I don’t think I'll be able to do it. The best I
, canhope for is to understand how it was fmr.
believed I could, and why I thought I needed to do,
$0. ’
This could be an adventure in the exploration of !
inner space, one that would lead me into the laby-.
rinthine ways of my own psyche where 1 could pal-
pate my primitive need to have explanations for the .
unexplainable, even if the explanations must be cast’
in the form of myth and legend. In my youth, 1 met .
these needs by immersing myself in the rationalistic .
mysticism of the Jesuit Order. When I left the Or- |
der some 13 years ago, I thought 1 had outgrown :
the need. Now I am not so sure: the hunger for :
meaning is still there; the chaos of the *60s and the .
>70s only intensifies the emptiness inside. Either I
Jearn to live with chaos or I manufacture new
pmyths.
.. This is nothing new. The Roman poet Virgil pre-
sented us with an elaborate analysis of our own

| together and, bigger job, prove it all in a court of

1 do not beliéve 1 hiave been aloné il my needs. |

Gallup polls continue to reflect a general,“even-Tia-

. jority belief that there was a conspiracy to assassi-

nate two Kennedys and a King, and the popular

. song, “Has Anybody Here Seen My Friend John?”

only serves to underline the general acceptance of a
legend which, if anything, is still growing among
us.

Those who have a hard time living with chaos re-
fuse to accept the judgement that Oswald and Ray
and Sirhan were “just crazy.” And so, undeterred

. by lack of any evidence that would stand up in a

court of law, they concoct fantasies out of the
available facts, and/or their pet hatreds and fears at
a time in history when there is a bull market in both.’
Thus, the plot is either left wing or it is right wing,
big business or Mafia, the CIA, the FBI or the Pen-
tagon, Zionist, Third World, the occult or,
even, Getty, Onassis, Johnson, the Kennedy family

! itself, the Catholic Church, the Masonic Order.

Everyone, it seems, has his own favorite co-con~
spirators; some manage to combine many or all in

" a plot that beconies rather vast.

Before one smirks and begins to feel superior to
these simpletons, he had better examine his own
deepest feelings. Glenn Akers, 2 student of con-
temporary folklore in Los Angeles, found one or
another of these “co-conspirators” 1 just men-
tioned above lurking under the surface conscious-
ness of all of the respondents he polled recently
regarding the assassination of John Kennedy. He

* did his research in a sample of students, faculty and

staff at San Fernando Valley State College. And
some of his respondents expressed belief in another
Kennedy legend: 42 percent of those polled by
Akers have heard the story that John Kennedy is
still alive and believe that the legend has some.
plausibility.

I don’t think it does any good to call such beliefs
“sick” in order to dismiss them. Such belief may, in
fact, be a kind of emergency therapy, self-applied.
Belicf in a legend that Kennedy is still alive may
help assuage the folk where they hurt the most, and
half belief in a conspiracy may provide temporary
answers where no answers exist. “

In fact, as I explore my own inner space (a
grueling affair), [ am sometimes tempted to go back

to that search for the easier answer, the whole
conspiracy thing. If Fensterwald phoned me to-
morrow and asked me to meet him at midnight in
the middle of a swamp 14 miiles outside-Pascagoula,
Missfssippi, I'd probably grab my “trenthcoat ‘and
caren. Tée next jet headed south. .
5 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

| 'myth-making propensities in a long passage of the‘
_Aeneid personifying Dame Rumor. But modern |
i scholars (with the minor exception of Gordon All- \
port in his thin study on The Psychology of Rumor)
Ehave paid far too little attention to these weird

workings within many of us.
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tionality of Sirhian Sirhan’s con-
viction for the murder of Robert
‘F Kennedy ~will be heard this
week by ;members of the Cali-
.fornia Supreme Court *who to-
day began a four-day sessmn
I here.

The Sirhan case will be heard
on Friday. The defense i$ con-
'tending the conviction should be
‘revems)ed becaluse certain evi-

1dence was improperly admltted,

! during the trial.
i Among the contested evidence|-
{lwas a notebook in-which Sirhan
Liwrote random thoughts, includ-

‘slam

under the Fourth Améndment to
ﬂth§='m> Tuution. .

—STATE'S TOP couuT.._ﬁ
IN S!RHAN REVIEW, |

Arguments on -the constltu-

granted officers permission 110
search Sirhan’s bedroom™the
day after the slavmg\ The ndte-

search. . - .

began with oral arguments. in
the matter of a liquor licefise
application in Isla, Vista. Not li-
censes ever have been granted
in thiat university-oriefited com-
munity of 10, 000, located near
Santa Barbara.

The high eourt ]umsts will de»
cide if there was an abuse} of
discretioh by the'Alcoholic Bev-

ing his de51re to see Keﬁnedy grage Control Appeal Board in|

‘denying a-licétise for the selling

The' defense alleges that the of heer to be consumed Off » the
notebook, which it ‘says is evi-|prémises: .’ :
dence of a “speculative and in-| The board- ]ustlﬁed 1ts deci-
flammatory natuy r.e,” should sion, by pointing out that three
i hdve ‘been excluded 1 because it student riots occurred nearéthe
ilwas seized without a 'search|prémises in 1970 and Severa)
iwam'am in violation of rights|demonstrations. have taken

place in the nearby Peo 1e’
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Sirhan’s brother, Adel, had

book was™ found during this'

The Supreme Couirt ,sessi‘on‘

G

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A-3 Herald Examiner
Los Angeles, Calif.

pately/L1/ 72
Edition: § Star
Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting OfficeLOS Angeles

D Being Investigated

JC <] (ai'HS/

SEARCHED "~ TNDEXED.
(’04 SERIALIZED_\J=NFiLeD -%&/F%

/ APR[ [9/

i FBI — LOS ANGELES
B2t |



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

-, -

——— -

®

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

" Sichan, Sirhan's appeal o[ Hls fist]
ldegree -murder conviction Tor th
[slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kenned;é

preme Court today at its .Los A
‘geles session. Sirhan will \be rep ejj
sented by attornéy Luke McKigSae

and the state" by Ron - eOrge]
deputy attorney general. Kentiedy
was shot to.-death :Juhe '5, ,-"19683
shortly after His Californi en4

tilgl ‘gri%,a ry . victory 3='éf_=;1e i
the Ambassador. . i @\ AL _]

will be argued before the state Sus,

"y
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Redction of Sitfian
{st-Deqree Murder
Conviction Asked.

BY DAVE SMITH i

nedy asked the California Supreme ;
Court to reduce the first degree'mur- ;
der conviction of Sirhan Bishara Sir-

hand to second-degree murder or

' manslaughter.

In presenting nine points in sup-
port of Sirhan's appeal at the hear- !
ing here, Hollywood attorney Luke
McKissack stressed the issue of pre-
trial publicity, contending that an
article in The Times on Feb. 12,
1969—after a jury had been sworn
but before it was sequestered—could
have prejudiced the jury in favor
of a first-degree verdict.

The article dealt with an in-cham- '
ber plea-bargaining session be-
tween defense and proseculion, in
which both parties agreed that il |
Sirhan pleaded guilty to a charge of !
firsi-degree murder, the prosecution |
would be satisfied with a life sen- |
tence rather than press for the death |
penally. \

Deal Turned D(‘)wn

The agreement later failed when
now-retired Superior Judge Herbert

ing that the question of penally be
left to the jury.

Then-defense attorney Grant B.
Cooper moved for a mistrial at that
time on the basis of The Times' re-
port of the agrcement, but after
queslioning each juror on knowl-
edge of the report, Judge Walker re-
jected Cooper's motion.

Dep. Atty. Gen. Ronald M. George,
arguing for the prosecution, defend-

methods at the Sirhan home on the
morning gf June 5 ,1968, hours after
ennedy_was fatally shotX===—= |

b

\‘ed the police search and seizure

Times Staff Writer !

The assassin of Robert. F. Ken- .

\

|
i
V. Walker rejected the deal, insist- |
|
|
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. cision abolishing Califor- !

e m—m—

\

{7558 Tisthods a "Promn- |
. cuous" violation of ‘due
process, George cited a po-
lice "emergency doctrine"
that was in force after the |
shooting because of the
stature of Kennedy.
George said Sirhan'sh
| older brother, Adel, had]
E voluntarily gone to the po-/

i1 r¥entify hisBToTRET,
had given consent for e
“sarerhad been ITOIMEd |
of his right not to cooper-!
ate and had waived it;\
George said police were ’
given no reason at the
time nof to believe that
they might be' dealing
with a conspiracy of sever-
al persons, perhaps direct-
ed at others besides Ken-
nedy, considering the po- -
litical turmoil of foregoing*
months. ’

Referring to  the Su- !
preme Court's Feb. 18 de-

nia's death penalty,

. George said:

"This political assassin

_ has already been gpared
his life, though his mark

on history can never be er-
ased. T ask this court to af-
firm the judgment and
write the final chapter in
Sirhan's. ‘inexhaustible
quest for reversal."

The court took the ar-.
guments under submis-
sion.

Sirhan was not present
for-the proceedings. Of his
immediate family, - orie
brother, Munir, 23, attend-
ed. He made no comment.
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'Drama Seen |

I
E b b I n g | n _ | prejudicial publicity apparently.

. within the reach of an unsequestered

|

Slrhan Case

By Marlene Adler
The courtroom was packed Frxday
and tempers suffxclently raised, but
t the true drama in the case of Slrhan
Bishara Sirhan was actually long
over.

Reporters and spectators crowded |
in to hear attorney Luke McKissack |
argue for a mistrial before the seven
if justices of the California Supreme
% Court in the case of the convicte
assassin of Senator Robert F
t Kennedy. {
But deépite’ the still-chilling *|
' references to the late Senator, and
' the verbal flashbacks to the
California presidential primary of -
June, 1968, the high tide of emotion
regarding this case had been emp-
tied a few weeks ago.

Sirhan, convicted of the murder in
April, 1969 is no longer fighting for
his life, as a result of the Supreme
Court’s recent decision declaring the (
+ death penalty unconstitutional. $

Perhaps because of their previous '
decision, few of the seven justices .|
asked questions'of McKissack when
. he argued the motion for mistrial
! based on illegal search and seizur
1[ and diminished capacity. I
\ McKissack’s major point was that (
'ILthe police in Pasadena failed to E

obtain a search warrant before :

reaarskin

| King, shortly before,

#Sirhan had acted alone.

fall cases in which the defendant fis
"sehtenced to death.

searaking the Sirhan Tesidence)
where they subsequently Tound ‘an
envelope with the words “RFK must
d.le »

He also urged a mistrial based on,

jury during the weekend of Feb. 12,
1969. '
Deputy Attorney General Ronald{

George argued, however, that the,
police did not have sufficient time to.
obtain a search warrant. Police had:
the duty, George asserted, to check'!
out all leads on possible co-‘l
conspirators in the assassmatmnl
pIOt e i
Given the frenzwd series of events;
after the Senator was shot, and also.
given the traumatic effect of the,
assassination of Rev. Martin Luther,
there was!
amplereason, George stated, for theJ
police to act qulckly to check out 1f

The Sirhan case review is based ¢n
the automatic appeal provision fir|.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Elated qi‘ Bqn

On Penalty

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, mother of
the man who assassinated Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy in 1968, con- (Indicate page, name of
tended today' that this nation : newspaper, city and state.)
went into the lead in world jus-
tice when 'the U.S. Supreme.
Court ruled the, death penalty A-2 Herald Examiner
unconstitutional, Los Angeles, Calif,

“We have stepped into the
11ght " said the mother of slim,
dark-haired' ‘Arab immigrant
Sirnan Bishara Sirhan.

“Now we are not only in the
lead in the trip to-the moon but ' —_
in justice as well,”” she contin- :
ued. ‘“The whole’ world will look

up to us.” ' ' -
The woman’s son had been

sentenced to die in California’s A
gas chamber at San Quentin| -
prison after his conviction for , i —_—
shooting Kennedy to. death. Al-
though his conviction was- re-
cently upheld, the California Su-
preme Colirt changed his death
sentence to life in prison be-
‘cause the high state court ear-
lier struck down the state death

penalty. ) Date: 6/ 29/72
Mrs. Sirhan’s first reaction to Edition: 8 Star

the U.S. Supreme Court ruling Author:

was “that is really great . . .‘I Editor:
Title:
Character:

or
. Classification:
- Submitting Offlce:LOS Angel es
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. The_mother of Sirhan B. Sirhan, | :

FHSSaééiﬁ of Sen.. Robert I, KEH\H@%B

had a complaint issued in Pasadena

charging another son with malicious

mischief and disturbing the peace.

Mrs. Mary Sirhan accused her eldest

son, Saidallah, 40, with threatening

to- burn down her home with her in

it. She said he also threw"a piece o

3

mmetalmthrough a window seftlis

house and tore off a screen door.

[

T
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High Court fo
Review Case

WASHINGTON @ —
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan ap-|
pealed Wednesday to thel,
Supreme Court to review |
his conviction of murder-
ing Robert F, Kennedy, '

Lawyers for the Arab)
immigrant said a team of
psychiatrists, physicians
physicists and others have
uncovered "significant
physical evidence" that
Sirhan-did not fire the bul-|
let on June 5, 1968, at the’
Ambassador in Los Ange-
les that killed the New
York.senator.

‘Sirhan was convicted in |\
April, 1969, of murder and |
five counts of assault to

death .sentence was re-
duced this year to life in
prison after the California

capital punishment uncon-’
stitutional. -

‘Sirhan's appeal was pre-
pared by two Los Angeles

‘lawzers Roger S@gn

and George R. Milamn,
| IR,

@E@M&k?’[.

mia appellate Judges Kad
strained the laws of searc
land seizure to uphold th

commit murder in thef
Kennedy shooting. His|

Supreme Court. declared [

..;' Laws 'Sttaifed’ l
ey Suggested™Call oru‘

eonviction because of Ken ej

nedy's national impo r-=
tance ‘

"t is evident," said thel

petition, "that few mems
bers of any appellate tri-
bunal would.care to be onl
record in reversing the
‘conviction of a mnonde-
secript Arab immigrant
‘who was convicted of as-
sassinating ‘Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy, who undoubted-|
ly was at the threshold of!
his pinnacle of -political
achievement—the Demo-
‘leratic nomination for
President of the United

States, and with an excel-
lent chance to becomer the
nation's chlef executive.
"Tn view of this, it is re-
cognlzable that appellate
review strains to alter the
laws of search and seizure

;__%&rve the- convie-
-.:——-:bq:)

tlon

P
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an fﬁes"'Pi

Wednesday ;@tﬂ nhe SUPlemeappellate tribunal-would gare to
Court t‘O review hlS conviction e - on record \1n reversulg the
of - muldermg Robert 12y Kenne onviction of a nondescript

GM

; “tgs ev1den~tAu ;saqd the: petl-
' “that few cmembers oi any

rab immfgrant who was conf

{ Lawy for the Arab ar'nm1- icted of assassinating Sen.

d a team:, oﬁ psy-'

,13 physmlans phy51-
\01sts and" others have,” uncov-
red;p“&gmfl(cant physwal “ evu

York senafor.e. © . v

Sirhan was conv1cted in April
1969 of murder and five counts
of assault to commit murder in
the Kennedy shooting. - His
death senfence wds reduce:
this year to life in prison afte;
the California , Supreme Courf
declared capital punishment to
be unconsntutlonal

Sirhan’s appeal was plepared |

by two Los Angeles' lawyers,
Roger S. Hanson and George R.
Milamn. They suggested Cali-
fornia .appellate judges had
strained the laws of search and
seizure to uphold the conviction

because of Kennedv S nangngl
importance.

Robert F. Kennedy, who un-
doubtedly was at the threashold
of his pinnacle of political
achievement—the  Democratic

of nomination for president of the

United -States, and with an ex-
cellent chance to become the
nation’s chief executwe

“In view of thls it is recog
nizable that appellate review
Istrains to -alter the laws of
,search and seizure to preserve
the OOI’lVICtIOII ”

Kennedv was shot just after
winning the California, Demo-
cratic presidential primary. .

Sirhan’s lawyers raised
dozen challenges to the con
viction in trying to win a'ne
‘tr1al for their 28-yeat-old client.
Mamly, they complained "abou
the way police searched his

i

rant.

mother’s home wxbhourt a War-\
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WASRINGTON (i) ~Law=

lyma for Smhan B. Su\hanwtold
the Supreme Court Wednesday)
“SLgmfmcant phiysical evidence”
showed that Sirhan -did not fire
ithe ,bullet, which killed - Sen.
Robert F, Kennedy. _
| The lawyers said they are
lhewddng .up  “a team of
psychiatrists, . . ‘criminalists,
|forensic” physicians, and en-
gineering  physicists,  which|
have uncovered significant phy-
sical evidence which’ points to
(Sirhan’s): non-rfmmg of ﬂhe
fatdl bullef.? oy .
The. . awvers, . Roger §

nd Ge: ) R Mﬂman

recogmze& ithe falct“ﬂlat itheir
comments. were ' outside the
record in the case but said they
were '@rot‘fered “in partial
é)ﬂplianatlon of an, . otherwise
unchallenged contention  (Sir-
han) was the sole assassm -of
lthe- ‘senator. !
; in appeal was filed on | behalﬁ
fof Sirhan asking review. ‘of a}
California. Supreme Court. judg-{
ment of July 26 affirming his|
miurder ‘conviction. . ,
Kennedy was -assassinated on|
|June 5, 1968, following a victory
lm the DeniocPatic presidential
|primary in California. The
shooting ‘oook place in a kitchen|

larea. of the Hotel Ambassador
lin” Los Angeles. Bt
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["The “appeal -concedediy’
[SirfaR- was, \captuied -
iscene -wielding a still noking
'gin.” But it ‘said - psyéhiatrists
“drummed into: his mind that!
he was guilty, ‘although strong,
evidence indicated @ ‘mental
iblock precluding recollection of |
lcommitting the crime.”

. The lawyers said they are
preparing to place their new
evidence before the California
Supreme Court.

" The lawyers accused the
'California _Supreme “Court - of
iinventing a way to get around
'U.S. Supreme (Court standards
in, order to . uphold, the
convictiori; Ty, )

< Sirhan - originally “was ~ sen-
tenced to death in the gas'
\chamber, but after the Califor-|
mia Supreme Court abolished,
\capital punishment in that State!
the sentence Wwas modified 1o
life. State authorities have said:
he would hecome eligible to be!
consideged, for .parole after
seven_years. ——
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Fatal

WASHINGTON (UPI) —Law-|
rers for Sirhan B. Sirhan toldi
the ‘Supreme Court Wednesdayl;
“significant physical evidence”
showed that Sirhan did not fire
the ™ bullet, which Kkilled Sen.
Robertl*. Kennedy.

The lawyers said they are
heading up “a feam of!
psychlamsts - criminalists,
forensic physicians,. and en-
gmeermg physicists, |whwh'
hdJV(') uncoovered ‘significant phy~
sicalt ®vidence which points 10|
(Siihan’s)” non fmmg Ouﬁ the
fatal bullek .~

'Bhe o daws er :
, eorge R ?\%ﬂmaﬂ

of Bevellm Hills, . ‘said . they
recognized ‘the fact: mh'a-b their
comments were outside the
record in"the case but said they
were.  proffered ““in. partial
explanation of  an otherwise
unchallenged -contention (.Sﬁr*

han) was the sole -assassin o
the senator. ?

Cdn ceupipeal was filed on behalf
of: Sirhan vaskmg review  of 2
Calnfm i Supreme. Court. “judg-
ment of July 26- affirming his
murder’ ‘conviction:

Kennedy was assassinated on|
June 5, 1968, following a victory
in the Democratic presidential
pmmary in - California. The
shootmg took place in a kitchen!
iaren of the Hotel Ambassador’
|1n Mes. ——

Didn't Fire
hot
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cene wielding a still:sm
gun.” But'it said psy
“drummed into his. mind that
he" was guilty, ‘although strong
ievidence indicated @ ‘mental
blcmk precluding recolJlectlon oﬁ
cammlttlng the crime.’

.The lawyers “said- ﬁhey ‘are
\preparing to place. their nemj
'evidence before the Californ
'Supreme Court. ‘ |
The lawyers amcused ﬁhe'n

%

Californig - Swprexme Cou:ﬂt-,.- of

/inventing a way to get around
U.S. Surpreme iCourt standards

}tenced to death in the gas
.chaumber ‘but after the «Califor-
mia Supreme Court abolished
|papital punishiment in that state
he *sentence Wwas modified” to
life. State authorities have said
he would hecome- eligible to be
consxdered for parole la;ffcefrl

s&ven yeats. | it |
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Sirhan Scheduied 1 -

' SACRAMENTO @ — A parole
hearmd for Sirhan B. Slrhan the
fan’ conv1cted of assassinating Sen!/
Robért F. Kennedy, is scheduled for
next week at'San Quentin Prison, a
California Adult Authority official
sald Thursday. .

- Sirhan had been sentenced to die
in the gas' chamber, but the Califor-
nid - faupreme Court decigion " last
[;E‘eb 18 *outlawing ‘capital” punish-
.ment in the state reduced that to life
[lmprisonment‘ -— méaning a mini-
mum of seven years,

Joseph A. ‘Spangler, admlmstra-'
tive' officer - for the nine-inember
Adult Authority board, said Sirhan's|
-parole hearing is one of about 100 N
hearings—including three other for-
mer Death Row inmates—that will
be conducted at the prison begin-

‘hing .next Monday.

" The 28-year—old Sirhan has been at i
Quentin since May, 1969, after being|

convicted of shooting Kennedy to|

death_in fhe Ambassador_Hatel _in

Los Angeles in June, 1968.
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mates ‘who' will “have. pa-|
\role hearmgs next .week.
are Nathan, Elmont El,.
tconvicted of stabbmg a 24+,
\year—old woman -to death |
iin San Diego County; Dor-
man Fred Talbot Jr., sen-
'tenced to die for the stab-
bing-beating death of a|
iVentura County robbery
wictim; and Willie Curtis '
'Mlller condemned for |
murderlng an 8-year-old !
'girl in Sacramento.

I” Since the Supreme Court
,decision, parole hearings
'have been held for ' four
other ex-Death Row: oceu-,
pants, Spangler said. In all

cases the parole board—
the same as the Adult Air-’

thority board—ref_used_ 1o
grant parole, he added.’
Similar hearings . are|
Ischeduled for the next|
lthree months for nine oth—l
er former condemned
‘men, he said. '|
Such hearings are in llne.
with a board policy adopt-!
ed last March that parole
sessions for state convicts
be conducted within .-a
year, from conflnement—— .
when practical. ‘
The state court de01s1on
lifted the:death penalty
from a total of 105 men

“and five women convicted
of murdering a total of 165
people. Besides Sirhan,
the list includes Charles
Manson. and four members
of his’ "family" convicted,
- iof kiili‘ng actress Sharon|
ITatg-and six ether per-
|sons. Q e——
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Sithan Skips P
Board Appearance

Would Be Waste of Time,
Prison Authorities Told

Exclusive to The Times from a Staft Writer

SAN FRANCISCO - Sirhan B
Sirhan, convicted assassin of Sen
Robert F. Kennedy, declined td
make his scheduled. appearance be-
{fore a parole hearing panel Tuesdayj
at San Quentin. ' - )

A prison spokesman said Sirhanl
had told authorities that ‘an appear-
ance would be-a "waste of time" be-
cause he would not be eligible for|
'parole until May, 1976.

Meanwhile, the two-member panel
referred to the full eight-member
adult authority the case of Robert
Wesley Wells, 63. Sentenced to die
for assault on a prison guard, Wells
was the subject of a celebrated cle-
mency campaign in the '1950s.

| His sentence was reduced by Gov.
Goodwin J. Knight to life imprison-
ment without parole. THe authority
could recommend that his sentence
be reduced to simply life imprison-

ment, making him everitually eligi-
ble for pardle. But only Gov. Reagan

Hsempowered to order the sentencel
gﬂmxiu__*H———~——~——‘ﬁJ
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