
~2 issues ^
Argued in 
RIKK Death
WASHINGTON (AP) - 

The Supreme Court today, 
declined to review the con­
vict! on of Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan for the murder, of 
S’en. Robert K. Kennedy. .

Sirhan's lawyers, claimed n 
ah appeal that police W: 
searched his mother’s home un-. 
const!tutoonally after the 1968 
shooting and t.hat there was 
new evidenee he did not fire 
the fatal bullet. '
'The court rejects the appeal)1 

7-0 without comment. Sirhan is 
; serving a life seneenee. He inii-i 
. tially was condemned t:o execu-1 
. tion but was resentenced after 
• the California Supreme Court, 
I ' outla\wed capital punishment. -; 

; ‘At 'San Quentin Prison,
' spokesman Lee DeBord said', 
i Sirhan had ‘no reaction at all” 
- when told of the high court’s 

decis ion. ' - .
' “He has not been one to react

to much of anything,” DeBo!d 
said. “When it comes to legal- 
moves like this he’s generally 
very placid.” . .

j • Kennedy was-slain June 5, 
1968, at the Hotel Ambassador 

; in Los Angeles after winning 
' the state’ Democratic presi­

dent! al primary. .
; Following the - shooting;, police
’ searched Sirhain’s bedroom in 

his mooher’ home in Pasadnna ; 
withooit a warrant. They recov-; 
ered notebooks containing an| 
entry, “RKK Must Die,” and 

. used them at the 1969 triat. ,
* In response to the appeal,

California state officials said 
- tlje state Supreme Court had 

ruled correclly that emergency 
tircumstances justified the

. learch-without a warrant-—"—a,11 . ' • . -tai
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.-Ponce,, were legMy 
concerned with ascertaining 
immediately whether co-ctin- 
spiratoss in the shooting of Sen. 
Kennedy were at large and, if 
so, whether the attack was just 
the first one of a series of 
planned assassinations of presi­
dential candidates or other high 
government officials,” the state 
said. .

Sirhan’s lawyers, in trying to 
win a new trial for the 28-year- 
old Sir-han, claimed also that a 
team of' psychiarris’s!, physi­
cians, physic’sts and others had 
uncovered “significant physical 
evidence” that Sirhan did not 
fir-e the fatal bullet.

The state rephed that ‘‘un­
, fortunately this new evidence

was not presented to the Cali­
fornia Supreme Court and is 
not in the record on appeal. In 
review of a judgment of a state 
court., this court is bound by 
the r-ecord on which that judg­
ment is based.” - I

The high court said simply 
that it was denying Sirhan’s pe­
tition for a hearing. “ ।

' In other actions ta,dalS, the
, court:
i -Ageed to review a ruing 
that it is unconstiuutinnal toj 
deny food stamps t;o households, 
with ; dependent college stu-i 
denst.' .

—^ctted consumer advo­
cate Ralph Nadels bid to re 
open the ITT-Hartford Insur­
ance Co., antitrust case that 
ance Co.., antitrust case that 
rased a furore over alleged po­
litical influence last year.

—Tuned down an appeal by 
the Memphis, Tenn., ’chod 
board for review of a deseg- 
rogation plan invovrigg the bufi- 

' ing of some 14,000 siudnntt..
—eccnndl to review a lower 

court decision which curbed the 
power of politicanss to firestaJe

-.nmployns becauee of Wm poll- 
tics.
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Lawyer Says False Testimony Led to 4 
'Conviction for Killing Robert Kennedy

(Indicate page, Mme of 
newspaper, city and state.)

. • BY WILLHAMFARR,' j ^l^X^fl 
Tme

The state Supreme. Court was asked 
Monday to reupen investigatinn into 
the assas-snation of Sen. Robert F 
Kennedy in a petition filed by thie at, 
toniey ■ for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan; 
convictdi of the slaying almost .six 
years ago. J 

. Beverly Hills lawyer Godfrey Isaac 
mainiais.dd in the petition that Sir-, 
than was wrongly convicted by fake 
ibanisicc testmiony given by police 
criminalist DeWayne WolLr. ■ 4 
i The. petition contanis. a "second 
gun" theory and seeks to have the 
state! highest court order the firing 
Iof Sirhan's .22-caliber pistol in an ef­
fort to clea.r up questions that have 
arisen about the baliistics. ’ j 
1 Infonned that the petition had been 
filed with the Supreme-Court in I os 
Angeees, Dist Atty. Joseph P. Busch 
said: ;

"Now the issue is before the proper 
forum instead of being a topcc of a 
TV talk show or some polttician's 
public hearing. If the court decides 
that there is good cause to r-eopen the 
case and test the weapon, I will fully 
cooperate." ; ". J

Busch prsvfously had rejected sug 
gestions by several persons, including 
County Supervisor Baxter Ward and 
former New York Congressman Al­
lard K. Low•enstein, that the district 
attorney's office voluneeer to test the 
Sirhan weapon. 4

Busch and Isaac agreed that state 
Supreme Court justices will give the 
matter serious consideration.
• 1 can't preset they will grant a 
hearing but I'm satisfied they will do 
what is right," Isaac said, "because 
this..is one of the country's finest ap- 
peHate,co.ursr" _ _i^r::*TS5
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FIsaac'said he discussed the_newje- 
gaTactionwith Sirhan last Friday at 
San Quentta Prison. Describing his 
meeting w^h Sirhan, Isaac said: £ 
; "He was excited and happy about 
the petition and- was hopeful that a 
hearing will be granted to definitely 
determine whether or not he was the 
one who shot and killed Sen. Kenne­
dy." ’ -

The defense lawyer added, "If Sir­
han had some reconection of the 
events, it woudd he helpful, but he 
has no such rtcoltection.,' ^ 
/ Isaac filed a petition for writ of ha­
beas corpus seeking Sirhan's reteasr 
and a companion petition for error 
coram vogfe, which is a request for 
the high court to consider evidence 
beyond the Wal record. ■ ",

Both criminoiggist Wolfer and the 
district attonney's office were crith 
cized in the 55-page brief filed by 
Isaac. • ' 
' Isaac, in summarizmg groimds for 
the petitions, stated: ■ \

"Evidence that tended to show that 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was not 
killed by the bullet from Sirhan's gun 
was deliberately, intentionally. and 
wilimgly suppreseed by the protect 
tion and their agent.'." 1 -. --

: It is asserted in the petition that 
outside- bali'sHc experts have eeter­
mined that the bullet ta.ken from the 
sroator’e body substantiany eiffrre 
from one removed fi-om WiLlliam 
Wesel, an ABC-TV newsman, who 
was also shot in a pantry of the Am­
bassador. .

The petition madams t.hat trial 
eviilence which led to Sirhan’s April 
17, 1969, conviction for fiestetegree 
muI•iter showed that there were five 
grooves on the bullet taken from 
Kennedy but that buRe's ptrchased 
by &rhan had six grooves. .

Isaac cited affieavlte by William-W. 
Harpes, a Pataeroa CIiintinaet>t, and 
Herbert L MacDonneU, eirrctor of 
the Laboratory of For•eie5iC Scirncr 
in ■Corning, N.Y, supporting ths con­
tention. .- 
* Much of the evidence cooaiordi in 
the exhtots filed with the prtltioo 
was developed through the efforts of 
freelance iovettigatire I•rpo1tter 
Theodore Sharach, who along with 
phoOoiouonaiist Gerard Aten has 
pr•oiiuctid a movie eotltlee "The Sec­
ond Gun." -
.The Prit-tioo sptclfica^yJnentiqna^ 

thatThere was cause to suspect that



.1

Security guard Thuine Eugene Cesar may have fired his 
weapon’ ahd hit the senator. Cesar, who couTd not be, 
reached for comment, was accompanying the senator 
through the hotel pantry area when the June 4t 1968, at,- 
tack occurred. .

Wolfer was the target of a separate legal action filed 
Monday in the state Court of Appeal here. Former Dep. 
Dist Atty. Jack Kisschke's attorney,, Roget Hanson and 

• Griffith Thomas, charged that Kirschke was sonvSctdi of 
killing his wife and her lover in 1967 through the perjure! 
testimony of Wolfer-. ; , —r~>.
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Convicted assassin Sirhah B. Sir-, 
han's attorney said he will ask the 
state Supreme Court Monday to reop­
en the investigation into the death of 
Sen. Robert F- Kennedy in June, 
1968. Attorney Godfrey Isaac, claim­
ing he has new evidence,' said he 
talked wM Sirhan at San Quentin 
last week and described Sirhan as ex­
cited a nd happy at the prospect of a 
new probe The request reportedlly is 
based on the claims of some ballistics 
experts who contend that a second 
gunnnght have been used in the 
slaying of Kennedy. . —------ ’
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Evidence Hewing ’ 
Asked for Sirhan

The California Supreme
Court has been asked to order '
a new-evidence hearing or the 
freeing of Sir-han B. Sirhan,' 
convicted assassm of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. . '

The petition, filed here yes­
terday by Beverly Hills attor­
ney Godfr-ey Isaac. also seeks 
naming of a special master to 
hear new evidence.

The petitonn is based on a
•‘second gun-secnnd gunman” - •
theor-y of the slaymg as ad- ■
vanced by author-journalist 
Theodore Charach.

The petitonn further charges 
that evidence was intentionally 
suppressed by the district at­
torney’s office during.trim's 
trial for the slaymg of Kenne­
dy in the Ambassador here in 
198. . I
'Charach’ investigaatton of 

the incident purportedly 
turned up a part-time security 
guard who witnesses’—not 
called at the trial — stated 
was-ffinng his weapon at the 
time Kennedy was shot m the 
hotel pantry. I

. Also questioned are the dis,-] .
puted ballistic studies of L.os 
Angeles police criminalist De 
Wayne Wolfer-, which prompt­
ed a pr-obe of possible evi- 
denre tampering two years 
agio. . —-------- B.
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Vote to Support Suit for New Look at- 
Gun Evidence in Sen. Kennedy Slaying -

' BY SID BERNSTEIN •
■ Timos Staff Writer .5

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously Tuesday 
rajntervene in support of a lawsuit seeking a reexamination of the baAhicss 
■evidence preseneed at the trial of Sirhan Sirloin for the assassinatiolO pl.sen,
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Robcrt-Ft Kennedy. ----- ,—„ ^woud. welcome a hearing in the
‘me supervisors ordered County cohh’ts." ROward said, "bUTwEhTie

Counsel Joh'- Ljars.OI1 to join Paul proper rules of evidence’."
ST^Lin-.h1’ Petit!on to Superior By instructing Larson to support 
Cout for the ngnt to examine the Schrade's court petition, the board, in 
gun, haihsti^ recwds and other effect, is asking the court for a refir- 
forensK evidence. ing of the Sirhan pistol, a microscoltlc

Schrade, a former auto union exec- and spectographie analysis of the 
utive, was wounded at the time of bullet fragments and an examnnation 
the assassination June 5, 1968, at the of rephooograhhed ballistic exhibits 
Ambassador Hotel. by a forensic expert.

Schrade's petition contended that Ths reexamjnatoon, Ward contend- 
only by testing Sirhan’s gw and the ed is needed to answer a growing 
buHes entered into evidence will it publlni doubt surrounding the Kenne- 
ever be aossiblc to dete^nlne wheth- dy ss’a’sinadon.
er only one gun or more than one Board Chairman Jame’ A. Hayes 
gun was fired when Kennedy wa’ urSed caution in reopenmg the case, 
shot down, and Schrade and four oth- but he called for the intervention by 
er persons were wounded. county government.

Schrade is supported in his content- 'T th’nk this who! subjecthas been 
lion, Supervsoir Ed Edelman pmnted kicked around for several years 
out, by a raecial eommitte of the now"' Hayes ’aid. "If it could be 
American Academy of F^e^ openly reaseeseed in some .proper 
Scieness. The forensic experts asked fofm,JLwouM be in the best interest 
that the case be reopened to look into of the p^" ——
what they Mieve are apparent dis- 
creaancies in the balfistics evidence.

The toard also requested acting 
Dist. Atty. John Howard to iote^vone 
in the Schrade case or seek the ap- 
aoiiltment by the state Supreme 
Court of a ’pedal roaster to reopen 
the conirovessial assasanattoo case.

Howard said he intended to take a
proper posture in the Schrade suit .
and on a similar actttioo filed Tues- •
day by the Columbia Broadcasting
System. .

He eirphatited, however, that his 
main co°cem was obtalning a proper 
]uricial forum for examinmg the 
complex and coot^ovestiaI arsassiTia- 
tico case. That route, he told the 
board, appears to lie in a suit similar 
to Schade's or by a high court ap- 
aoiotiog a special master for a more 
thorough reopemng of the case..

Supervisor Baxter Ward, who in- 
i.roduc(rd the motion for ruapolit of 
Schradin, charged that Howai-d, as 
prosecutor in the Sirhan case, was 
more interested in protecting the 
prosecution record than in aurruing a 
reopening of the arsas!iinatiool

Howard denied either conflict of 
interest or a reluctanee to enter the 
case. He said he and the late Dist. 
Atty’. Joseph Bureh were considering 
methods of taking thie Kennedy as- 
sasssnation to court just before 
Boreosdrea^.,
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.8Y WIUiM FARR
, Times Staff Writer ।

Retesting Sir-han Sirhan's gun and, 
reexamination of bullet evidence ini 
his 1968 trial were ordered Thunsday 
in an effort Ito resolve doubts about: 
the assassinatinn of Robert F. Kennc-I 
dy- :

Robert F. Wenket, presiding judge] 
of the Superior Court, issued the or-, 
der at a hearing that required less' 
than five minutes to complete. ] 
' The rcder was granted on petitions 
filed by CBS and Paul Schrade, one, 
of the five persons wounded in thsi 
pantry of t.he Ambassador t.he night 
Kennedy was mortally wounds. ]

After the brief hearing,, Schrade 
told reporter:

"It's a great victory because it! 
opens up the possibility of findmgout 
the truth in this case. There are very, 
serious errors and gaps in the origln-l 
al testing by the Lois Angeles police! 
crime lab.

"Some-of the evidence is missing- 
and we’ve gol to find out the answers 
io these questions if we are ever 
going to find out if there was another 
gunman in the room that night."

A key question in the controvessy 
is whether the bullet that struck 
Kennedy in the neck was fired from 
the same gun as the bullet that hit 
bystander 'William Weisel. !

A special committee of the Amerii-' 
can. Academy of Forensic Sciencss' 
recenty reported that there were 
"divider , f
I woaOiSs'and^’ftM 
mWOSfWng 

a battery oI IS' attorneys' represent--, 
in® all sides &'the'easst, wMS& any 
of them opposed retesting. No opposi­
tion was voiced. ;

Attorney Barry Mi. Gold, who ap­
peared on Sirhan's behalt, said he] 
thought ths retesting was "in Sir-i haBw^
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fjevffk Hilts attorney -Thomas 
,KanSTwao just a few .howeameri 

. had been appointed by Acting Dist 
Atty. John Howard to serve as spe­
cial counsel on the Sirhan matter 
joined in the retesting motion made 
by CBS and Schrade.
| BUt ou’stfde -the courtroom,'. Kranz, 
who once worked,^ :anOdlvMee?ma^ 
sn-.‘Kenn2dvls/JpolitO

thej'cas^icouid^comiAjo,^^ •
agreement nn;sclectjon pf m^ -

' andprocedurcs.;;.-<-j 
' Informed of'-WenWs 'action,'How- 
aM.one of the prosecutors'.in .Sir- 
hans -trial, leased the following, 
rt.aterileitt: ' f;
\ t"We are pleased by the .result of 
the hearing; today.. It .will hopefully 
result'in a proper- legal approach to 
this most sensitive issue of reexamm- 
ing the balUstiss evidence in the Sir-' 
han case ... our continuing goal is' 
to restore public confidence in the yU 
d^aLpocedures suir^n«Jhe, 
Sirhan caseand establish the'ti^th'.t |



IsiiM:that wonireSHwM’‘lnot 
'ccmiWf ieppei^ o the case, h'

''-'Itais, at this, stage only the reexa­
mining the ballistics, gun and bullet 
evidence that could perhaps shed 
light on factual differences," he said.

Aftter ordering -.the retesting, 
Wente dnstiuicedd the attorneys to 
.work-tout1 a.na agreement between 
themieVrsPriOr td^-aJSrpt. Ji -Keann^




