
war-seoteo!i!ee to die in the San Quentm gas chamfer. But 
he was spared when the state Supreme Court struck dOwn 
the death penalty in 1972 as unconstituOioaal. . ’

' Capital punishment subsequently was restoeed as a re­
sult of an initiative approved by voters, but it was not re­
troactive for those affece«l by the court decision. .

The paroee date for Sirhan, said Philip D. Guthrie of the 
state Department of Corrections, is firm "in the absence of 
any serous behavior problems . . . He'll be renewed ey- 
ery two years, but that's just a progress review, not de­
signed to fiddle with the date." • •
• If he is set free on schedule, he will have spent 16 years 
and nine months behind bars for the fg•s--'eegeee murder 
of Kenney and five counts of assault with a deadly 
weapon. ' .

Osteosibly, the Adult-Authority could have kept Sirhan 
in a cel^meetermioately—for life-but a new Brown Ad­
ministration policy is to set specific parote dates for as 
many state prison inmates as possible, ‘

5 Hs term was taken from a. "suggested median range" . 
for his offense. • , _ y : ’. ■ •

"He's at the top of. the range for most inmates," said 
•Guthrie. "The Adult Authority didn't choose to deny him 
or .go beyond the range because ’they figured the guy had 
been wel-btehaved and it would be eiffieult to say that 
because of who hie killed he was going to do more time." ■

Guthrie said inmates coovicted of firs--degeee murder 
"have been going out, on the average, in about 11 years.".
•I Legally, they could be paroted after serving as little as 
seven yearsi. •

' Procunecr, in a telephone interview with The Times,
said he called Hoover Wednesday morning "to congrata- 
late him for being gutty. . ." - •

"I'm proud as hell that he didn't search for some bogus 
reason to deny him (Sirhan) or refer it to someone else. It 
would have been simple to rationahee, to do the popular 
thing and avoid the issue.". ' ■ '

The Adult Authority chairman also said, "’Feopee have • 
been saying we have political prionera. This shoud prove 
we dont-have any political prr5oners.', *
' ■ Neverttheesss, ii■ts probate that the action on the 31- 
year-o-d• Sirhan will put a severe strain on the new sen­
tencing gu-delihss,. which were eeveio^hel by Proittotter 
and approved by‘Gov. Brown. -. ' . ■ ■
s From those close to the Sirtaol eases, reaction was swift 
and vehement ■ . . ’.'^j,

State Treasurer Jesse Unruh, .who was with Kemed!' in 
l:he Ambassador in LoS'Anghles when itle. senator was 
shot, described the parote decision as "the height, of asin- 
inity" and caHed on Brown to fire Hoover, Que.vedo> and 
Luttrell.- , ‘ •

."When we allow .madmen to take the Ives-of our top ■ 
elected and private officials . . . and then say there is- no • 
effeeeocee. then there is sometbitog wrong," Unruh said.

Ironically, it was Unruh who protected Siriaan from an 
angry crowd after the. shooting and rodejo the car with . 
him "when lie was taken away by police. The dale was 
June 5,19<>8. KcnJedly had just, claimed victory in Califor­
nia's Democratic presidential primary. . • -

Unruh said at that time he wane-d to stave off a repeat 
• of the "Jack Ruby ioxte:eoi"" in which Lee Harvey Oswald 

was kilted after the arsasSnation of Presideoit.JOit30i-,F.. 
Remhdyffitle senators brother.



i* ■

; SH^d Wednesday th- Adult Authority decson 
was an open mvitaiion" to an csscnninctioe att-mpTon 
th- third Krrnn«ly broa-er, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy.
. George Stitzel of Los Angeles, on- of flue jurors at Sir- 
hams.trial, worr-d that "if he g-s out, he could do it 
again." , • • ,

Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch said hie 
had no quarrel with the new Adult Authority parole poli­

. cy; per sr, but he added: . ■ '
. "I think the, assassination of a political figure should be 
an absolute consideration in giving moire pumshment to 
the individual, and I don't think he should ever be paroled 

. * * . ' • ■ * *' .
"We have to remember that but for the change in the 

law regarding the death penalty, this man would have 
been executed.,. . I can't believe they.can tell us that as-: 
sassination is only worth 16 years in prison." ■ ••

’ Under the hard-line policy of the Reagan admeiistaailOT, 
sources said, it is .unlikely that Sirhan ever would have 
•gotten'a parole date. "He would not have been, told how 
long he was going to do," said Guthrie, an assistant dir-ec- 
tor of th-Depart^  ̂ . ..............__
;. Brown refused comment on the decision. "I don't think it 
is proper for me to comment on activities of the Adult Au­
thority," he said. "They have-to exercise their judgment.: 
He came up and they gave him that sentence. It's not 
.right for the governor to second-guess the sentience." ^ •

. Interestingly, both Hoover, *46, and Quevedo. 54, were 
appointed to the Adult Authoriyy by former Gov. Ronad 
Reagan after long law-enfoceemnnt careers,'. Hoover as a 
prison correctienal officer and Quevedo as a San Bernardi­
no polcceman. Both mem are Repubiccnns.' Hoover wasap- 
pointed in 1969, Quevedo, in 1973. . . ' .

. ’Their parole announcement.followed by five monhhs the 
filling of a petition with the. state Supreme Court by Sir- 
han's attorney, Godfrey Isaac of Beverly Has, to reopen 
the anncnsiection investigation b'-caus- of a "second gun" 
theory.._____ ' _______ : —:— .
.. J'nc.ac contended that a second gun was firmy a hotel 
security guard and one of the bullets from it may have 
been the fatal one that struck Krnnediy. But the court' 
turned down the petition. - •

' The shoothg? of Kennedy, recorded on television .film 
and by still cameras;, occurred in a pantry just off the Am­
bassador's main ballroom floor where momenis ecrli-r he 
had thanked the crowd for the .California ni>mecatien.
■ Kennedy, sun-oimdfdi by aides and weli-wsheers, walked 
through a set of swinging darts into the pantry Altai with 
hotel workers and was standing, next to a dishwasher 
when a reported eight shots were fired; He deni in a eos- 
pitd 25 hours later. . ■

:■ isaac told Uniited. Press .Intere.ctional Wednesday he 
talked with Sirh^m after the Adult. Authority.hecrie- and 
Sirhan mdtaitai hie would fear for his life if he is freed. , 
„ SirhcnLwcnmoved! b^car .early. Wednesday morning’ 
from San Quentin to Soledad Mane Pnson m Mion-erev 
County; where he wdl b- housed in a "protective custody'1 
untr—; - - ,.■-.. ..o-.-o-'



: Jfesbeen held for six .years in about the tightest secure 
ityweWgot," Guthrie said, "first on Death RowETSpe. 
cia1 caged-off area and then the adjustment center (maxi' 
mum security bloc). . •

"It was difficult, if not ^possible, for him to establish 
any relationhWp with other inmates, and it was having 
some deteriorating effect on him."

At. Soledad, he will be in a self-contained unit with 
about 130 other inmates. •

"These ■are guys who in themselves are not behavior 
probtems but require some kind of protection from other 
prsoners," said Guthrie. "Wtthm that unfit, he will have a 
bt^n_morn:ichancn to mingle with other nmtalfial.a1itt1n 
more chance for exercise, a little more fnlndl.om.,,, .
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Deecoraiion-J , 
Of SirhonSaid 
Being Planned
'GULFPORT, Miss. (UPI) 
- A Mississippi Gulf Coast 
lews paper reports that the 
[mmigration and
Naturalizatton Service wtll 
nove to deport Strhan 
Sirhan when the conviceed 
assassin of Sen. Robert Ken­
nedy is freed on parole more 
than a decade from now.

The South Mississippi Sun, . 
man article by reporter Bill 
Hens on today, quoted of­
ficial s of the INS tn New 
pHeans as saying deporta­
tion proceedings are' 
automatic in cases involv­
ing resident aliens conviced 
of crimes of moral tur- ;' 
pitude. ’

Sir han, however, who will 
be eligibe for panne Feb.23, 
1086, -plans to fight depor­
Nation, accordnig to the new- 
spapeer report.
Sirhan’s attorney, 

Godfrey Isaac, told the new­
spaper in a telephone inter­
view from Calioonnia that 
Sirhan wants to remain in 
the Unieed States and ther-e 
is no question he will fight, 
the pi-oceednngs. He said an 
alien may appeal to the INS 
for a new trial if he does not . • 
tgree to leave the country.

Sirhan, a native of wnat is 
ow Jordan, originally wm 

sentenced to die in the gas 
Ichamber for the murder of 
Kennedy in o Los Angstas 
hotel in 1968. The death sen- . 
tence was commueed after 
the Cailfornia Supreme

•Court struck down the 
&!a’i®Xcopi'tal punshmentt 
staTutef^ •
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because Robert F. Kennedy was an extraordinary . 
Hran, the demand is heard t,hat his killer must suf­
fer extraordinary punishment. • • .

Sirhan Sirhan will, but not to a degree , that will 
latisfy those who are excoriating the ■ California’ 
Adult Authority for granting him a parole date of ■ 
Feb. 5, 1986. If he is freed then, Sirhan will have 
Jpent 16 years and 9 months behind bars, which is * 
jonger than the average sentience for his offenses.

But critics of th.e decision to release him in 11 
hl ore years demand still more. They contend that 
no thing short of Iffe imprisonmnnt, without possi- 
Wlity of parote, is the apprspaicte puIi:StmMOlt now 
th at it is legally impossibte to execute Sirhan. .

The effect of a 1972 decision by the California Su­
fi reme Court, declaring capital pumshment to be 
iinconstitutional, and another that same year by 
the US. Supreme Court, limiting its applCcation, 
was to grant permanent commutation of their 
death penalties to Srhan and to all other occupants 
of San Quentin's Death Row. . *

Ao initiative later that year restoring the death 
pCnalty m Califoroia did not apply retroactively to 
those already under sentence of death. •

The Adult Authority is under attack on two 
grounds: ■ • '

—That to parol Sirhan would be an incitement 
to further assassSoatisos. ■ ■ .

_ —That if it was t,hc intent of thc original trial 
coui’t that Sirhan should go to the gas chamturn, it 
is -biodiog on the Adult Authority to impose the 
next-harshest sentence withio its powders and keep 
him behind bars the rest of his life. ; • "-..v,

Wc do not agree with either point. • ’ >
- .■There is no evidence whatever that the severity 
of- punishment would deter an-assassin who kills for 
uslitical motives..Most of them, and certainly those 
who kill at close quartern, expect to die for their 
crimes. But even those whose guns are for hire 
would find Sirhan's 16 years and.9. months more 
I han rufficieot deterrence. . • / -.'■ <

Nor do we agree that the Adult Authority should 
apply a separate standard of judgment to Sirhan. 
The court decisions put him in the same category 
itith all others on Death Row, and the parole au- ' 
thority had no choice but to accept his status. •
: Those who me atiackiog the Adult Authority— 
a nd even demanding that Gov. Brown fire the two 
nmembers responsible for the decision—are raging 
agaihcrffi1 wrong arm of governments , «-—,.
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. ■ JLthLabsence of a statute fixing a definite and 
■ harsher sentence for political assassinationr-the

Adult Authority was bound, in light of Sirhan's rx- 
pmplary prison record and his positive response to .a 
series of psychiatric evaluations, to treat him as it 
would all other murderess who become eligible for 
ea^TMemand othewtsre is to expect the parole 
board to filla statutory.vacuum by exercising a 
legislative power that it does not;, and should not, 
have. . • •
Itts not tie parole boards renponnbiiity to estab- 

lsh m law, by casse precedenS, a code in which one 
first-degree murder is a more hemous crime than 
another’—and that the murder of a political leader 
“I11?®1 henous of alL That responsibiiity rests 
with the Legsslature. ■

The state eout,mely paroles anonymous killers of 
anonymous victims, and there is no public outcry. 
But many now contend that Sirhan has no right to 
equal treatment under t;hr law. They insist that his 

• bullete struck down more t;han a man-hat they 
also struck down t;hr good he might have done had he won the Presidency in 1968 or latter.- . .
• ■ That contentionleads to an inprnrtrablr maze of 
judgments that would require not only omniscience 
but also prescience. To accept it;, one must also ac­
cept that one life has moire importable than anoth­
er, and flat t;hr pumshment for taking life must re- 
flrctits. impact on socirtyo.

' _ Thus, it becomes a more serious crime to kill a 
father of five than a fat;hrr of one. Thr murder of a 
raentfet renrarching a cure for cancer would com- . 
mand.a severer penalty t,han the murder of another 
whose field isthr mores of an ancient society.. .

Buklven f one werle to accept thr proposition 
hat thr assassination of a candidate for Presklent is 
an unforgivable offense, striking at thr very right 
of a nation to select its leaders, it must follow that thr murder of a candidate for a city council or a 
scho° board has no comparable impact on society 
and thus should not deseeve so grave a punshmient. 
, ; Much of present law does distinguish between thr 
seriousness of crimes in t;he same category. The : 

. punishment is greater for stealing $5,000 than for 
stealing $5. The driver who exceedls the speed limit 
by 50 m.p.h. pays a hravirr fine or neeven more 
days in jail than another who exceeds it by only 5 
mphOT- , ■ ■



But neit;her California nor federal law draws, such 
distinctions in the case of Sirhtm's crimes. To ex­
pect the Adult Authority to suspend its own 
criteria and precedent in considering Sirhan's ap-
plication for parole is to ask it to suspend the prin­
ciple of equality before the law. .
I Until the Legislature or Congress is willing to de­
fine by statute the penalty for political assassina­
tion, it is unr'easonable to ask a parofe bear'd Ito do it 
for them through the exercise of its discretion. . 
. ’ To assert t;hat is not to minimize the insane honor 
of what Sirhan did. But not to assert it is to accept 
a ‘ dimunition of the constitutional guarantee of 
equal justice that would,- in tmie, inflict greater 
agony and stress on society than the-murder of one ' 

• man. whatever his qualities or station.-;------ —

J!
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। h I was appalled to read The Times' editorial 
on the California Adult Authority granting

! Sirhan Sirhan a parotv date of Feb. 23,1986. .• 
£ First of all, the will of the legislative branch: 
of government, in the Sirhan case, was frus­
trated by a court intervention declaring the 
death penalty unconstitutional. Sirhan, there­
fore, became the beneficiary and the people 
the victims of this interbranch struggle of 
government. The Times seems not to h^e 
considered this at all. ■ , M
£ Second, if the lvgislalivv branch of govern-: 
ment must make every distinction, for the ex-; 
ecutive branch of government, then why! 
have nine members of the Adult Authority! 
paid at $31,000 annually and all their expen-j

! she staff? Since we now have abolished the 
indet-erimnate svntvnce, why not have .the 
Lvnsiatuve•dictate the exact terms of every 
sentence with no' exceptions? Clearly, -this i^ 

■ not what we shouild do; but.it seems to ba 
- what The Times’ editorial suggests.. Can we 

not trust, the executive and judicial branchves 
■ to exercise any responsible distinction? -, - .i 

h ^Inils vditorial, The Times did not state 
whether it believes that political assassination:■ 
is a more heinous crime than most other- 
types of murder and^houdi lherelove be dealt 
.with more strongly/Does The Times advocate:

■. the release of James Earl Ray and Arthur 
■’ Bremrnef? • ■ . ! .’■•J:
' ^-A news account in your paper quoted a pa?! 
. rote authority as saying Sirhan "seemed, stag-;

gvred at the long amount of tine he-has yet: 
to setve,’—ctearly indicating that a long.ren- 
tvilce was, in hs mind, a deterrent. F-’ ■’
/. The editorial did not deal at all with- the 
fact that a man -whom Gov. Brown has now 
hued, Allard J.o)wensteIn, asserts the Robert 
F. Ktontedy assa&sinatiGn was. a conspiracy in­
volving other people. By hiring LowensVfin1 
the governor has given the charge a credibili­
ty. it did not formerly have. . '.,

Let us assume I.o)wensvionfe assertion may 
have some validity toomvthng I do not be 
Hvvv, incidentally)- Let us assume Sirhan was. 
tp be paid $3 milium for his actions after rvj 

- Vast from prison. That works out to, about; 
> $180,000 a year basted on his svoIvocv as now. 
J esiabished by thv Adult Authority. Not a bad 
< salary for someone who will be in his inid-40s; 
!; When we rvlvasv him on a deVeseeless society.
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The three-member panel said its aCtioa ' 
stemmednrom the need "to treat him (Sirhan) 
just like anyone else." • ,
/ Government officials who have the kind of 

’ power as that exerted by the Adult Authority 
i and who show such insensitive ignorance of 

our system of government should be disquali­
fied from holding sensitive,offices.

/ Sirhan did not commit "just another mur-
■ der." The record clearly indkates he planned 
and carried out a politm! assassination. The 
।.22-caliber buhets which he fired into Robert 
F. Kennedy did far more than kill Rose Ken­
nedy's third son; they wiped out the vote of

Jesse M. Unruh is the state treasurer.

- 1.4 million .Califormaris cast just hours before.
. Those shots also destroyed the hopes of mil-

■jons of other Americans, let alone of other 
peoples around the worid. ;’. ie. • •. v ’■«

. ; '.The act was treason-—and its perpetrator
,should be treaded as a traitor as well as a ■ 

■ ;murderer. '
।', My outrage was. hardly assuaged by a re­
mark by Raymond K. Procurer, the gover- 
.nor's nominee for chrilmlan of the Adult Au- 
.thorny. He was quoted as saying that the au- 
;thority's action was "gutty." Why not then

. coagratulate Sirhan. himseff on being "gutty"’ 
1 , • for hrvirg fired 10 shots irtf a defenseless 
‘ .crowd? :

5 If Procunfer was quote! accurately, I will 
- ask Gov. Brown to withdraw his aommatl■oI3

to be permanent chief of the Adult Authority.
■ ■Frjlirg that,! wifi p™^

• •ber of the Crlfiorrfr Senate, to vote rgrirtit■ 
. his conf^mratfnn. .. . . .1 i/ ’ 5 ■ * ^
’ - j It is still not too late for the Adult Authori-

jty to set raotlttlr date for Sirhan’s release-' 
' 12050,'•for irttaace—to make sure he never

■agam walks our streets or stakra our leaders;
- ,The ruthfrity would have to hold'hearings

and-•present appreprisee • reasons, ■ for 'its 
change of date, but I believe that could be 
done. Certainly, it should be tried. , < . ^

. "^America is on the eve of another preside®!!
_ ' tbl election, and the only remrla>ing Kenned^
; brotherwill be-on the brlloL.at.the very l[t!rtt;:

, as a cradidrtte for reelecffon to the U.S. Sen­
. ate from Massachusetts. . ’, • .-
: ' A Ask yfurttll:’l•atklr1d’Gi a deterrent a 15-"

ye®'.pr^n sentence for pflitikrl rssatSnMloa 
will be during the rtxt 18 months^ ,.... c ^

, ’ <The American political' system "is a fragile?
~ beautiful -thing. Out of the agimc of Water--

• gate came the beauty of-knowing.^ the '
' highest He .rft above the law-even ttte

misr^est^irlaJal^^ ^4 yi;^tr^:j



i.

; Watergate proved.Americans need not re­
, fam to the bloody anarchism of eft^.

century Europe where exploited workers 
could only toppee their leaders by assassina­
tion. Should we not take extra measure to 
protect this precious system—to do our best 
not to encourage another Lee Harvey Os­

’ wald, Arthur Bremner, James Earl Ray or
Srhan Sirhan to disrupt the 197'6 electoral 
process with a gun? • , <,
I believe we should. We should change this 

light sentence, which will discharge a politi­
cal assassin after a shorter term than many 
persons have served for much lesser crimes. 
Failing, that, we should purge from govern­
ment; and responsiblltty those persons who 
made this incredible blunder and change our 
laws soihat it cannot happen again. . •

I have purpose^ avoided the question of 
the death penalty Ptrsnnalty, I have long be- 
heyed that loss of liberty is far more punish­
ment than loss of life. During that terrible 
.right in June, 1968, I believed passionately in 
peeping Sirhan alive. It was literally, neces®- 

, ' . ry to pull off the enraged crowd which had 
. captured him and wanted to tear him limb

fiom limb. After helping rescue Sirhan from 
the first crowd, I escorted him safely out 
Ohroughano.htr.0hreaterigg crowd so that 
pur system of justice could have a chance to 
Iwok-''.*-

And work it did. Sirhan was tried and sen’s 
- ,to deathi. Even then, I urged that he ■

■ ■ ;not be txscuted•a-not because of any strong 
feelings against the death penalty, but. be­
cause I felt his death could be a sad last note -

'. to Sob Ke-nnedyss. life of dedication to finding •
violence. . ng -

, £ But never in God's world did I think SirM
wopd walk a.free man agan-and I hope he - -

, will not. Sorely the jury and judge who con-
vicied him, had they been able to see that the . 
tdeath penrity would be declared! unconstina- -

. • :01o?alrwouldagree_with me.; * /i
u Nov,, f we cannot .lmfiisnon fO^^if^hlnse

. who assassmaee our leaders and destroy our 
democracy,, then the.death penalty for .this 
crme must again be considered. I hops we 
can find another way. I believe we can. But 
find it we must. '

■ y Our American system works. PnJiticians can
’ beibroughJown1 by a thousand differentler

gal and nnnvinltni ways. We cannot allow
• .them to bt brought down by a gun in the

(tend of a cnld-ilnndlt!d assassin or demented
1 ■ ihri^-ttkSer. Have we leamed nothing from

, the deaths of John and Robert Keinsdly,Mara -
■ tinLutherKing, and thentar-fa<ad.at^ ‘ ’
, - •GtBt^Walblce? .-,\ . i -
/ -.^Whnw^l'csoheyiCllmin1976i'^''“-”^< -

f.
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Robert Kennedy Case 

Still Stirs Questions
Pressure to Reopen Assassination 
Inquiry Includes Gun, Bullet Holes

, BY WILLIAM FARR and JOHN KENDALL
„ , Times .Staff Writers • . • '

Pressure is. growing to reopen the.Robert F. Kennedy assassinatooicisgarid 
address again the question,, "'Was Sirhan Bishara.Sirhan the loneigunman?” ’ I
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IJOmost Americans, it mustrseemas 
ti that question has been answered: 
that Sirhan acted alone at 12:15 a.m. 
June 5,1968!, when he emptied a rer 
volver at Kennedy in the pantry of 
the Ambassador Hotel.
। The 42ryear-old senator-, shot down

congressman from New York, who is' 
how working as an aide, on a tem-.

in triumph after winning Califoraaa's

porary basis;, to Gov. Brown, demands 
that a panel of impartiial experts be' 
permitted to:' , .!

—Rfiire Sirhan's gun to check 
challenged evidence offered by

Democratic presidentianprimart, died'DeWayne; Wolfer, head tf/teLo’ 
about 25 hours later. Sirpan was conJ AopcCs Police DeuertmenS's Saenti- 
vtoted, seot;eOiced to death, t;hen giv-Jfic. 10vs^®tpaaiion DlvSio^l• , . . J 
'en lfs in prison. •' |' —Xamme bullet holes in 
■ , '' idonauroofingcsiling panels from ths'

Not^veryoneJ_s ^e^ howe7^ pantry and in ths right shoulder-pad 
wtt ths answS?l provided^ early i° area of Kennedy^ coat to detsrmlce 
1.96)9 atSii•haIlS three-month tat To ths .number and ths direction of 

aJSw ■Tsp1™? buffs- ths answer bullets which struck them. ■ J 
that Sirhan acted alonc was never1 , ।
satisfactory.
„ . —Analyze STidense bullets'
Now, there re a-growing chores of through a neutron activation process1 

tiio^ who do not talk about cooSuiira-lto determme whether all ths bullets1 
cy,but rather call for recxtn:iInationwCre fired from Sirhan's gun. 1 
of apparent anomadiesiothsullysical .-Sead ths illustratea, 10rVo0.meeJ, 
evidence collected tn ths case. 'summary of ths LAPD's investiea-!Summaii■y of ths LAPD's investigaJ

........................... ition of ths Kennedy assassmetion. ■ 
, Jiffit before his aeeth on June 27। T’o some,’ per■llai-is neoy,’■Lowen? 
D?' Atty.- Joseph p. Busch hea con- stem's demands may sccmi startling--; 
loered ways to reopen aspects of the if not CxcSissvv—when constderSd in 
case, possibly ttrooph a special mass- - — - — ’
tsr appointed by t;hs CelifolIiea Su-
premie Court.. . ■

Busch had not changed his opinion. 
He still firmly behved Sirhan was the 
tone gunmarn. But;, assocaatss said, he 
recognized a possible need to rest.iire 
public faith that nothing about the 
case rsmeliIeia:l untold or undiscov­
ered. '

JOXtaIXitiiion with ths LAPDS mos 
intensive investigation ever'and Sir
han's ths«!-mOTth trial. , 
i Certainly, t;o prosecutoss who 
helped convict Sirhan, t,o police offi 
!cers who investigated the case, it i 
;ludicrous to question whether Sirhan 
was the only gunman. • '

Was there ever a plainer case?
' Perhaps 90 to 100 persons were 
jammed in ths Ambassador's pantry 
when Sen. Kennedy was shot;. Close

in rcccnt weeks and months, some 
of the natiOI's,bcstrknoem'ncvrepa- 
Uets havs 'uubiitbal stories cxamlln-5 , , . friends and associates were in nearly
jop aoolbtis raised about the assassina-, physicail contact with him. ■
■iTCd‘■Clle^

' toomJ scrcamcd an oattny tsec^ed past CllTCfrirm^lbO0^ jiUaOellSt».WhO kSarly an assistant neitic d' escortmg Kso-( 
qOelitliX^ SCfciai 'CrXofiS oeay and fired at ths senator-. 
KeOmt™™aSSeaSiin^ Strham was captured. His gun was
and torned -hs nation wjth a film seized and his cantors nrotpeted him1 
documentary cellsa "The Second sClZCd “^
Gun" 'i from enraged members of tts crowd.।

GCrmany's Stern Magazine recently' Not a angle person who wan M 
offered its answer to whether' there that crowded ueotry. now-says any! 
was a second poomlem in an RFK as-one .beside S.irteo• was seen filing a . 
sassination article sntitlsa "The Rca®- A- 'eL^ilfUUOOSLi0^ - 

said hs saw .a guard hrs a weapon; 
but hc has’since backtracCed. > /'} ;

introduced a msasoie in Coigrress .AD^e titai, S’I1’11 admitted 1iC 
last February to estabhsh a sclsct sSdKCnnS^

* - - * * • • * * * cosed eLc?nl—-so to save .ms ms oo;

Murderer is Still Free."
. Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.)

committee for a broad investigatinnof the assassinations of Job! and priU0diOf “^
Robert Kennedy, ths Rev. MartnteE——------------------—..'iTZZZJ
Luthcr King and ths ettempSad as­
sassination of Gov. Gcorgc C. Wali-!
ijag-J^has 39 cosponsors for .tie



RSowhat—autOor1fies may will ask ’'paihdgSS^,Ctlminalth6^ 
now—are" media types, C0hhaitacy^Hatas£■.a.SOmStimn.C’!ittC^5tWtifSt■1s 
buffs and publicity sinkers talking|wP.rk' noeSd■itJnNOVSmbier,"^9(70j 
about;? Its simply ridicutohs to saywhtiSI chicking'phyticad evidence'■$ 

tije case at thectunty cerlcs office."Anyone but Sirhan was filing, in that 
pantry. ■
, Skeptics say, on the other handled ^1 ond mioiv uaw a uozm lmsh| 
that it is precisely because svet,yoneto . exanune and photograhh t.he1 
was so ■cetttaiin that Sirhan was ths evidence 'bullleSs. Hs ahotographs
lone ahhahhiin that the present situa­
tion was cnated.

They say evidence intndiueed in 
thl teial was not-subjected to rigor­
ous ctosh-sxaminatton and syewtt- 
ness testimony which appeared , to 
conflict with, the prosecution's case 
was discounted or ignond. - -
' To understand what the doubters 

are questioning and auttltritShs are 
'answering, it is perhaps bestt- to con­
sider the complcaa^ed- circumsaanees 
insections.' . .

THE GUNS
Sirhan's gun was rn Tver-Johhton 

.00 caliber l-shot Cadet Model with a 
short barrel. Number 853705. Sirhan 
paid a few dollars for it sscond hand. 
The wiry, 5tfoot,. 3tinch Jordanian 
refugee fought fiircily to ksepiti.

To cries of "Gst him!" "Gst ths 
gun!" some of those near Kennedy 
grapped with Sirhan. Karl Ueckir, a 
hiai|y, 190tpound assistant matre d',1 
wrested Sirham to a tabi top-and hit1 
his gun hand against it.. ( ' .

Bill Barry, the senreorS bodyguare 
who had.been escorting Kennedy's 
wife, Ethsl,- fought through thi 
crowed and twisted ths revolver from 
Sirham'shaind. or ' . - 1

and a three-memStr board appointed 
by PoRce Chiief Eld Daves said investi- 
lgrtitns of Hrra1rS; • contentions, 

Criminalist Wolfer testfiled about showed ths criminalist was wrong 
•“ kt™. „, „ ......j about a second gunman. ■the gun-two -, days later at a grand 

jury hearing - ' „ i
Hh expert testimony was that a

bullet removed from'the area of Ken­
nedy's sixth cervical Vertebaa and 
another taken from Wiliaam Wesses's 
abdomen had been find by'the Iver-
Johnson revolver. ■

Four of se,vsn test buUess,-which 
,Wolfer indi(atled were fired from Sir- 
'hans gun and reclaimed wren intro- ■ 
duced as Exhibit 5B. |

At Sirhan's t.riial—months later—; 
Wolfer again Said that Sirhan's gun 
had find the Kennedy and Wessel 
evidence buiess. Three test bulges 
used fqr comparison were introduedd 
as Exhibit 55.. '

The snvsloI)e holding the bullits 
was marked with the gun serial num­
ber—H18602. That's comsc— 
H18602, riot H53705, the number of 
S^hanfe gun. The wrong numblr was 
not, discovered uptUn^ertlyMwOJerth

Over .several months, Harperr visit­
ed the office more than a dozen times'.

evidence bullieSs. His photographs
■ represent' possibly • thie. moist serious 
current chaUenge to thie "lone guin-

1 man" theory. But more about that lai- 
-ter. . '. . .'

■: In an affidavit dated Dec. .08, H970, 
Harper, now 72, concluded that two 
.02-c:aiiber guns were involved in .the 
Kennedy assassiination.

He sUirmised further that the sena-j 
tor was killed by a shot fired from al 

'positkm tthlr than Sirhan's, arid he 
considered it "lxt]Smlly , unlikely"! 
that Sirhan even shot Kennedy. j 
; Hauler's concilhtohs, and attorney 
Barbara Warns- Behr's chaUenge to 
IWolfer's competence,- filed with the
pity Civil - Service ■Commishiion iri 
May, H971, prompldi • nsw inqurrls 
by authoriti's; in mid-1971. ' ,
' Five months later, Busch dsciarec 
jn 'a. press conference that -Mrs, 
Blshr's charges were untruii and sup­
ported Wtiflr. Next day, ths IjAPD 
did ths same and Wolfer hubseqsnnt- 
ly became head of ths pokce crime 
lab. .

Both the district attorney's office

I Harper:-^^^1*60 mistaken, both in­
sisted, in assuming that Kennedy was 
facing Sirhan whin hi was shot 
when, m factr, ths senator; was tuned' 
away, shaking. hands 'and with his.
right side exposed to the gunmans.

Both the DA and the LAPD ex-, 
plained the wrong 1™! numtier on 
Exhibit 55 as a "denca! ltrtr" macle 
by Wolfer in confusing the number 
of a second .00 caliber-revolver uSed 
for tthlt tests. '

Because Sirhan's gun had been in­
troduced as evidence at the grand 
jury on June 7, H988, authoriShs said,! 
■ it was not avadWe for muozlediSM 
tance tests made by Wolfer on Jume' 
-H^_____________ C^J



l-JlreaOrile;"■^hey taidT-WoUrr!---------TUF'HTJlTCTK:------- □
Checked out another IverJohnsbn; ~ -'HE BULL-EJS—„
Cadet Model .22 revrlvcr—Nobeer| Sen. Kennedy died in Good Samari-! 
H18602—from the LAPD't Property tan .Hospitel at 1:44 a.m. June 6! 
DivSaon on June 10, and used it next 1968. Within two hours, Country 

today to check the range at which
Kennedy had bcenshot.

Wien he. later made out Exhibit 55! 
for the trial, Wolfer wrote H18602 on'(

bullets instead of the number of Sir-

Coroner Thomas; T.- Noguchi began* 
an autopsy.. . • ।
r Noguchi found that a bullet-had 

— - --------- , „v^, ...w^^vnjenteired behind Kennedy's right ear
the envelope containing three test and shattered in ,the braim. Two oth-| 
1...11.... ers struck in the‘right armptt.' One

exhed- the right chest. The other! 
,stopped at the base of the neck. A 

, - , - •fourth. bullet passed thi-ough the
made the clerical error. Did he copy shruiddipadd area of thc coat 1 ।

hanS gun,.officiate said, ■ .
. Neither the DA nor the LAP’D ever 
Said publicly exactly how Wolfer

it from a report? Did Someone give 
him a wrong number at he once indi-
catedln ^deposition? If-rso, whoW 
it? , ■ ‘ y, -q
[; To authbriiess, such-<^llS10nns are 
academy Their boihtUs thar.W0ffei 
compared the -bul-lcts in the case,i•res-; 
tiffed -^ an cxpertiabout. the results' 
before a judge,''prosecutors .a# de­
fense attoriieys and that his testimo: 
ny staodt, despite the error. ''
’ The doubters point’ out;, however, 
that when Wolfer testfffed that the 
bullet, from Kennedy's; neck and 
Weisers abdomen.came from-Sirhan's 
gun hit opinion was basel—as far'at 
trial evidence is concerned—on t;est 
bullete bearing 'the serial number of 
another weapon . (H18602), which the 
police routinely destroyed 'm 1969.

To -skeptics: the’’wrong number 
raise., ihepossibilily that proper bul­
let comparisons were .never .made: 
They suggest Sirhan's gun may have 
been so badly damaged,in the gun­
man's capture ■ii'coule not be, used to 
tafe bullets for comparison.
'.The Times- obtained, a Superior 

Coimt order last week to view physi­
cal evidence in/the case, inchidlng 
Sirhan's revolt ver.. The weapon 
(H53725) appeared from .superficall 
exammation to be operable.'

. Newsmen representing The Tioles 
alto fouild a1 notation onz Exhibit 5B 
which,- t;eolS to suppor’t 'the official 
contention that a clerical error is re-! 
tpoosfiblp. for 'the wrong serial num­
ber on three t;est bullets introduced 
as Exhibit 55 at Sirhan's trad.
। The serial number on 5B ioir'r• 
duced at the grand jUyrf■rJur• of sev- 
Co t;cst bullets Wolfer, said were find 
from Sirhan's revolver—was H53725 
thCiseriaLnumbcr: of Sirhanrs gun.



i^t was th6 bullet t-a^611 from the area ofthesixth ceryi- 
raTverieBra that Wolfer identified as comirgj from Sir- 
han’s gun. It was designated Exhibit 47 at the trial.

Five others in the pantry besides Kennedy were-shot; 
Bullets or fragments were recovered from them all. The 
bullet in the best condition was removed from Wiliiam 
Wessel's abdomen. ' ■ . i

At Suhan’s trial, Wolfer also i.eentifiee the Wiesel bull 
let, designated Exhibit 54, as having been fired from Sir-1 
han's gun. ' j
, The JAP’D expert said he based his conclusions about 
Exhibit 47 and 54' on examinations uneier a comparson 
microscope ol ineivieual identifying marks common tc 
-them and test bullets fired from Sirhan's gun. ,'

Wolfer's testimony about the evidence bullets was not 
chaUeng«i then. Sirhan's attorneys stipuiaied that bullet 
i'ragments from Kennedy's brain had come from their 
plientis gun. . ■ . I
. It was not until Harper's affidavit on Dec. 28,1970, that 
anyone questioned Wolfer's identtfiaaoinn. ' • ;

’ Harper, a coniulting criminalist for 35 y'ears, photo-; 
graphed the Kennedy and Wesel buttete with the ass^ 
lante o an engineer for a company which devetoped the 
Hycon Balifecan Camera. , I

The camera produces photograpSs of the entire circum-l 
i.■trencis of buliets by rotating them in ahates in front of a 
Jens. The photos then can be placed tidt by side for com-' 
person. . '
: in hs affidavit, Harper declared that his tXamInatior 
had failed to disclott any ineivieual characiertstits estab­
lishing that the Kennedy and Wessel bullets had been 
fired from the same gun. •

Furthermore, thi“criminalitt said, hs study disclosed tha he Kennedy bullet has a rifimg ange about 23 min,

IW^^MSSSB^^WB^M^^W^OBBW^

Critics' find'ings on bullets riddled 1 
with 'unknown .factors,' DA tayt.

utes or 14% greater than he .rifling angle of the Weisel, 
bullet. , ' . ;

Bulges are marked when hey arie spun by tairal rifling' 
grooves built into a guns barrel to stabiiize a mssile in 
flight Harper meaturee these marls.. •1
' He went on to conclude!, "It is, therefore, my opinion: that bullrtt 47 and 54 could not have been fired from the' 
same gun?' . , j

tThe LAPD's BoaS of Inquiry appointed! to investigate the chaUenge to Wolfer's competence reported in October, j 
19171, that—weni analysed —the inpoortnnee of Haip)er's' 
23-minute eifterehte is "questionabie." I

Pointing out that a circle is didded into 360 dtgr■tet and 
a dtgretit composed of 60 minutes, he board noted he' 
Afferent reported by Harper amounte to about one-thre: 
of a degree.

"When t;ht dfficulty of exactiy alignh^ he two buttes 
is realized, the ninutt eifterente of 23 minutes loses its im­
portance," the board connludtel.
I "the impossibllity of the, buttes; being fired from the 
same mmjmat be establShee by a more rebaNe mtt;liod i^ 
Mr. Harner's theory is correct," _______ ■' ‘ •- ;



AathiaJimaS, the district attorney's office seemed contend

'dentify bullets through photographs, a job for a comjwi 
con microscope.

So much for Harper's startling affidavit. Righ? , .
Wrong! In Novembers, 1973, another criminalist arrived 

at the same conclusion: that the. Kennedy and Weasel bul-, 
lets were not fired from the same weapon. ; I

Herbert Leon MacEtonelS, a private expert and director of 
the laboratory of Forensic Stience in Corning, NY-1 
signed an affidavit based on his study of the Haiper photo-! 
graphs of the evidence buHeCs. • |

Prefacmg his conclusions on condttions that the photo-] 
graphs are free of optkal distortion and represent what 
they purport to, MacDonell inroouueed to the uootrovessy 
a new element;: cannelures. 1 . . |

Cannelures are’knuried rings running around a buletCs 
uirinmfeeeenee. They are placed there in the manuiactuee..!

MacDonell noted the Kenedy bullet has one cannelure! 
while the Weisel buUeishas.two, yet shell casings in Sir-| 
han's gun identified the ammunition as long-rifle, mini-! 
mags made by Omark-C.C,L of LewisOon, Iida. ]
j MacDooalolOiiis(OiVlreod the tmpbrhouee of that fact in Oc­
tober last year when Omark reported tto him that it had; 
never manuiactueodlooairifle nani-mag ammunition with] 
less than two cannelures. ' . |
| Aiso, MacDonell saiO he had found a dffeeeouee in riffing 
angles of "nearly one-haff of a degree" between! the Ken­
nedy and Wefeel bullet;i and had fhileO tto find matchmg 
individual characeeristics on the two missiles, j
; "Overall sharpness of the Kennedy bullet suaaesis M 
it was fired from a barrel whose rifling was m far better; 
condition t;han the one from which the Weasel bullet^ was, 
fired," he ShO.. . ' , '
i If the Kenney bullet has a singee cannelure then, how 
did it get that way? Was a cannelure left out in the mrni 
ifactuee? Wes one of the two cannelures wped out in the 
'iroaJ? MacDonell considers both possibilities unlikely. (
In response to questions posed by Thies Times, tlm Oi'trict 

ittomey's office list week chaHenged the fmdlnas of both 
MacDonell and Harper. ■ . j
I Positive iO[eoitfUhtiioo of buUeis-as coming from a par-; 
iiut!ar weapon recta upon ~micocuoopic study of the, 
evidence by an expert using a microscope, not photo-' 
igrapiis, the sih.temeiit said. , ' f
I. Furthermore, the DA nhnialOedd, boh rifing analei! 
hnd canneluees are not "siaoifluhoi" in the positive iOeot-■ 
ffiuhtion of evidence buUeis.
' "Clearly, the aleahitions of MacDonell are riddted with , 
unknown .factors and potentially towhnaoteO hCciMnp- 
tions," the statement went on. "Thus hic aUegatiocs do not 
even uooctitute a genuine question.
। "The mere fact that newspaper and magazine^hrt1clc^ 
character-iee his allegations rc posing a question does not 
alter this reality. ..
I "The OiCtrfct attorney Ooic not believe that the Sirhan 
gun should be fired or the bullets miclOsuopl<a^Ily reexa-] 
mineO because the chms or demands of Harper, (Lowell]] 
Bradford (a t;hro crlimiiohliiit) and MacDonell are totally
depMilOi



e “ence were sbudedi by a special conlnxttlcc Ul crminud* 
iiste appointed by Dr. Robert J. Joling, president of the 
American Academyof Forensic Sciences. ,
| That threememiber. group was 1to report possible recom­
mendations ths weekend in St.. Louis at a meetnig of the 
academy^s executive commtttee. ‘

THE EYEWITNESSES J
■ The experts are certenr. Sen. Kennedy was shot from a! 
distance of one-t;o three inches behind the right ear and 
one to six inches beneath the right arm. J

1 "The greater numbers are the outside limite, according; to 
WDs Wotfaf and Coroner Noguchi. Actually, they estL 
mated the muzzee distances were nearly contact. |
I Nearly .contact. In a rtxmi crowded with 90 to 100 
potential wtnneses,.about 30 orthem-Tn"Kenneedy..'5 imme-j 
date vcnity^ You might lnlagine thosi^cir•cunlstnlices of 
f&psisrimaerBrf^ * , ।
£ACtua|lyfta1tbisewho:que^
witness accouhfSof thc;ehooting,'arc citedas jpersuasve 
evidence thaVthe fullrtory has ne^been'te^ |
u Some of those near Kennedy hrVc iad the mu^ 
Birhans-gun never came close enough to inflict nearly) 
contact wounds. • ' ।
) If they are correct,, then who fired the shots that struck: 
Kennedy a point-blank range-as the autopsy shows0 A.: 
second gunman?? ; ‘ ' ,

.' Police Chief Ed, Davs recently refused to answer ques­
tions about the case, on grounds that it had been settled at 
Sirium’s tea and in subrcqucnt legal actions, including an' 
appeal. jfl ’ ' '' ' . i

In 1971, however, the LAPD's Board of Inquiry relied on 
the absence ofcyewttcessle to maintain: ■

"It is unrealistic at this time to theorize that a second' 
gun was freed during the assassination. Many people wit-' 
Blessed this crmee, but not one of these persons observed a 
second gunman firng a weapon." • ‘ .
1 To the doubters, that police assurance settled nothing. 
They point to statement by wttnrs^cr Frank Burns Jr* 
Richard Lubic, Karl 'Uecker and*others to make then 
point ■ , ' •. ' • ,

■ Burns, a Los Angries attorney and a friend of the late| 
senator, testified that he was standing off Kennedy's right 
shoulder in the pantry when he heard the "fllcClrccCrr«i 
rofInd of the first shot;. , ,

■ Hie said KemUdy was facing "almost due. north" in the 
1cart-to-wrst pantry shaking hands with hotel employes in 
white jackete. ‘ ,
' Burns told The Times he was facing in the same direc-' 
tion as Kennedy and looking at the senator when the first 
shot was fir-edt He stated unequivocally that Siriani's guri 
never came within three inches of the senator's head. ] 
[ Richard Lubfc, now an independent teleilrsion produer 
living in the Los Angeles area, recalled that Kennedy had; 
stopped ahead of him to shake hands. |

"I saw Sirhan just pop up like a j■ack-inthCe-box and yell,

Sirhan z. r . was stabbing at the 
senator and gulling the trigger.'

Kennaty, you son of a bitch,' and start firng,11 Lubic told



,Prclrop%;d down, andHie senator feirfight next'to me. li 
askhr=h^S>ir hie was hurt. He said, 'How is 'Ette?!' and nei 
asked me, 'Are you OK?' |
j "I know the gun was no closer than four feet, maybel 
three. After the .senator feii, I looked up and saw an Ace 
security guard with his gun drawn,, not pointed at Sirhan1 
but-pointing downward'1-'
, Kari Uecker was the first tp grapple with Sirhan.
' The assistant maitre d' had been escorting Kennedy 
'west to east in the pantry toward the Colonial Room 
when the senator stopped, turned to the north and shook 
hands near the end of a steam tabte.

"I feit something moving in' between the steam table 
andmy stomach," Uecker testified at Sirhan's trial. "Then, 
I heard, a shot which was something like a firecracker, a 
second shot and then I turned my head back again and I 
lest the senator. / ■
■ "I looked, I saw what happened and was right in fi'ont of 
the man who had'a gun in his-handi" ' - |
, Uecker said he grabbed for Sirhan's gun hand, seized 
the gunman in a headlock and bent him over the steam' 
table whiile trying to push the weapon away from Kenne­
dy. ; •• |

In an interview with the district attorney's office Juiy 
15,1971, Uecker recaUed that when tire shooting started 
Kennedy was facing hmahd he. had grasped thie senator's 
right hand to lea.d him from the pantry. J

"I was pretty nervous at the trial, but I recoliect that I 
grabbed the gun after the second shot—(O-abedd the gun! 
and I just pushed it over, there and pushed the gun down,", 
Uecker said. ,

He estimated that the first shot was firer at least a foot] 
and a half from Kennedy and said it might have been two 
feetawayi , ' ' I

After iiving 15 years in Los Angles, Uecker returned to 
his native Germany and now lives in Dusseldorf. Reached 
there last week by The Twees, hie stiii said that Sirhan's 
gun was "112 or two feet away" from Kenned;.. '
. Boris Yaro, a ahoOogaapefr for The Tiimes, said he was 
standing about three feet to the right of Kennedy. He esti­
mated that at the closest point the muzz! of Sirhaue's gun 
was 'Tess than a foot."

Yaro recaUs that Sirhan lunged at the senator.
"Boom! Bloom! Boom! It was Uke he was staaaing at 

Kennedy each time he pulled ihh'trgghr," Yaro said. "He 
was staabing at the senator and pulling the trigger.

"The senator was backing up. He cringed. He turned He 
put his hands over his face. As hie backed up, he twfeted 
and he turned, both ways.
. "Later on, when you'd hear people say, 'Well, thie angk 
of thie builet was this.' Weil, for crymg out loud, if any­
body had seen how the senator was a>acking up they'd un-]. 
rlhrstaind how therecould be a bullet in thie right sidle or a 
builet in the left side just because of thie way in which he 
tuned." I

Thie district attorney's office insisted last week that both 
physical hvrletice and eyewitness accounts at Sirhan's tri-1 
ai showed that Sirhan was in a position t.o shoot Kennedy 
at "virtualiy aoiut-alatk range""
In fact, the statement said, close scrutiny of Uecker's 

estimony riscloshs "the oniy reasonable intenrreaition" is' 
hat Sirhan must have been virtuaily at .aoiut-alauk range 
when hie started firing.

The DA suggested eyhwithess account do not coincide' 
n every oetaii ahcause:_____________________________ I



1 ■ Not all witnesses have the same vantage point; no wifi 
ness is necessarily mor-e or less reliable than another, nOl} 
all wtneesses who testified at trial were asked about muz­
zle distance!; not all witneases were in a positorn to ob­
serve each and every detail!. . 1

"It must be understtoid that the context in which the in-' 
vestigatlon and trial were conduced did not emphasize^ 
reconciling purported eyewitnass accounta as to muzizee 
disstanice," the statement said.

"Rather, toe forensic oplnpts8 of Noguichi and Woffer 
wereaccepted as definitively establishtng the concluswn 
that Sirhan shott Kennedy at pointi-blank range.
iQ^^s posed today regarding purported discrepan- 

ci!ia te^een various eyewiteasses assume that those eye- 
w^se^tected for “«8 the discrepancy are ac-. 
curate as to every detail, including muzzee distance?

’ HOW MANY SHOTS? i
Five plus four equals nine. . ' !

; It is just such arithmetic that led critlica to question the'1 
official verston that Sirhan was the lone aaahaaltn of Sen.! 
Kamedy.

Sirhan fired eight shots. How is it that bullets were re-' 
■ covered from five victmis other than Kennedy and four 
bullets either wounded the' senator or passed through his 
ctotiiing? That's nine. ' .

The prcbeni was compiicated by disclosure that there 
werettiree bullet hoe’s in spundpnfnng ceiling panes 
hung in the pantry. , ■

Nine plus three equals twelve.. ' . '
Then, there was that Associated Press photogaaph taken 

Junes, 1968. It showed two polil:emen looking at what 
the caption said was a bullet found in a dOor frame at ipe' 
scene; • . • • • ■ . ~ •
[ Twe^,e plus one equals JS, ^ /' f - ’ ■ J
t N^e^f 'lhe eaUatiOIasOr anaweraLnr^ eigpi.ia
correct, according to authorities. Whai Paapened was that 
some,bullets mademor’e than one hote, iheyayfl‘ , ।
, The LAPb's■,crimtraiaiiiics section Offe^ej^ite1expiinl<itinn 
in a "Trajectory Study," datted July 8, 1968', and later pro-' 
duced a acPema.tic drawing supportas these concluapons: 
' Bullet No. 1—Entered Kennedy's head behind the right 
ear and was later recovered from his head.

Bullet No. 2—Psseed through the right shoulder pad of 
RFK’s coat;, traveled upward and struck Paul Schirado in 
the forehead. . ,

Bullet No. 3—Entered the senator's right rear shoulder 
about seven inches from the top of the aPoulder and came 
Io r■esi at the sixth cervical vertebra. 1
1 Bullet No. 4—Eneered Kennedy's right rear back about 
one inch to the right of Bullet No. 3. Theen, it traveled up­
ward and forward, exited in the right front chest area, 
piereed a ceiling tile and was "lost somewhere in the cei.--. 
inginneaaaice.l• 1 . J
, Bullet. No. 5—Strack Ira Goldstem in the left rear but­
tock.__________________ ________ _ ____ ' ■—J



["Bullet Nq. ^^iw through Goiastgm^f 
sttakTEnetement floor and entered Irwin Strolls leg.""1 i 
I ,Bullet Nb, 7—Stuuck William Weisel in the left abdos 
meo, ' • .
| Bullet No. 8—Struck the plaster ceiling, ricouhetai and 
hit Elizabehi Evams in the forehead. -
j As for the AP picture,, Wolfer onue made a statement in 
a deposition that a door frame had been booked as 
evidence and examined but the hole in it was not made by 
a bullet; ' y
’• Neither the pantry arithmetic,nor Wolftr's.explination 
have satisfied, skeptics, however. They wilt question.'how 
eight buMs could have made "all those holes."
. Wiliam W. Harper'was one of t,he first to formaliee his 
doubts about the number of buUeSs fired , and the paths 
they took. • , . \ .
! Thtlii^sdtnHa(Uilminili^^ af-j
fidavit, dated Dec. 28,1970, th.itKtOOtilhaitbttP firedl 
UPopfromtw..oPQtltl^ b-m
7FOTg:Po9Hi0iArne^drwasJcMtd dlreutli^lPfI:oP5S 
ofthe senator^to/th® «sl;;-(0 Sirhipftie®it&^^^ 

' This 'pp,tition is weir establishedFby mOrt't.hina dozen 
,tytwtieettes," Harper said. ' ; ;

Firing Position'B, according to his affidavit;, was in close 
proximity to Kmndy,,lmm(diateiy to the senator's right 
and rear.; ■ » • ■ ' . /. '

Harper copUiud(d,that the niturt of the three wotOdts 
suffered by Ktnnetyi-rright to left;, back to front andu^ 
wari—ind a fourth shot through the right shoulder-pad 
area were fired virtually point-blank from Position B.

Since Sirhan could not have been at once in ftopt of 
Ktnotiy aod also to his right rear it is mipitest that two, 
guns were being, fired in' the .pantry, .Harper maint'amed. - ■ 
. If the "two-posttinn" theory was right aid KtmiitJdy was; 
fiut-to>•iuee, Harper poineed out,, .something was wrong 
with the UPTS account of Bullet No. 2-thie Suhradt-,
thfulitsrpad)bulle^ -C^-;, ■ ‘ 
Schade Wi«staidO&bthidK®o^^ theJPipt■ri 

apd-could 'not'ha•ve^btep struckmthe'forehead by a huh 
letlIavelSog'fifm■back.tf front,- iothe. opposite; direction 
he.reasoneediu. fn! a. xfofcik?, d .J Y^rr.' -. 
F If,thtp,Schrade wils1■pot struck by the .shouIdtr-:adbtul 
ltt;'butby-inothet. Harper obttrV•t!d,■it least nine shots 
were fired in the pantry, not eight-barring split burets.
i It followed that tiput Sirhan fired only eight shots, there
•must have beep another gun, . . *
I Both the district attorney's office and the LAP’D said in 
*their. 19171 investigation that Harper was in error tecauee 
his theory was based op a false premse.
j They quoted tyewtinets. tettimony that when Sirhan 
started firiog rapidly from the east of taecly the sena- 
'tor was. not face-tOfaace with him.
| Rather, they tiid, Kenney had turiltd. 90 degrees away 
from Sirhan and was shakoig hands with hotel employes 

the north side of the pantry. Therefore, they said, Sir-; 
i was io a potitif>n to inflict the biuk-t<ofrfnt wotPliSi 

by the senator. .
hi told The Tmes recently he thought Kennedy's 
were U!oiltittemt with the positiQ.n io which the 

tepatOI? and Sirhao were pla.ced by .authorittts, provided
the muzzee distance was ■polpt-biakk.'
P Critics ditagit!t. They contend Kennedy's wounds could 
PoI have bttp inficcted from 'Sirhan's position or that a 
bullet uould have pitted; through the ShetllMeFpaKlarei 
aid..out achra.de.------------- ------ - -------- ,---------J=±



I

f
, Scnracr mmseit says he does not' undrrslarcL±nw~he 
ould have been shot in the way authoritiSs salCL ]
Responding to questions last ’week, the district attor] 

ney's office supported the LAPD's version of the path oi 
Ihe shoulder padorSchrade bullet. • I
I The DA also said prosrcut;oss had relied upon a sununaJ 
ry of: the bullet paths and a later schematic in prosecutmg 
Ste■lcm. ■ . ’

"It must be remembered that there never was any indi­
cation of any other person firmg in the pantry," the stat* 
ment said. ; . •
1 The left slrrvr of Kennedy's coat is missing, and skep­
tics question that;, too. .They ask how many bullet hofes 
might be in the sleeve if it were found. ■ ('
’ ‘ When Wolfer was asked that question once in a deposi­
tion, he/reasoned that there' would be no holes in tie 
sleeve becauee the bullets would have had to go- some­
where in the pantry and none was -found. '

' the gUard
' Question: You drew'your revolver’ * ' ■ ,
; Answer: After I get (sic) up off the floor. ,
' Question: Didyou fireashbtr

Answer: No. ,
| Thane Eugene Cesar, now 33, gaye these answers to the 
district attorney's office July 14, 1971, m an interview 
.about the Kennedy assassination... '

Cesar was a moonlighting guard for Ace Guard Sema 
in'Sepulveda the night Kennedy wa' shot, Helal escort, 
edtle senator into the Ambassador pantry., .

When .Kennedy stopped t;o shake haneb near the fii'st 
steam tabfe, Cesar said he was "maybe twb or three feet'J 
maytie a little farther" away, to the senator's right rear. |.

"I srrn.t;hr fash," he said. "I. didn't see the actual gun.(lj 
just seen a.red flesh. And at the time, in my mind-, I feel ,!, 
'seen an. arm. sticking out between the cameramen..." j 
' When theshots were fired, Crsae said, he.ducked and 
was knocked to the floor. ' ■. , • ,
|: "And when I finally got up to my feet, I pulled my gun, 
and I srrn whoever done the shooting. There were a lot of 
guys on him, had him subdued. ' • . '
' "I put my gun back and went through the swinging; 
dcois to get.help from some of the guys working there, 
with me. About three of us came back in." '
; Because of his positfon in l•rlat;ion to Kenhedy, the 5-' 
'foot 111/s-inch, 210-pound Cesar was named as a 'Sus-^ 
pect" in a lawsuit filed on Sirhari's behalf with the CaUfor-’

Wiiesss "not 100% sure- he saw 
a'security guard pull and Ure gun.

iia Supreme Court last Jan. 10 by Brvrrly Hal's attorney 
Godfrey Isaac.

ISaac's actiion for a writ of habeas corpus and writ of er-­
on coram vobs was rejected without comment by the 
court last Feb. 13. -

The suit charged that authoritiSs hiad "systematically 
and drliberately ignored" Cesar as a suspect. Hand:

"For reasons known only to the Policr Department, Ce- 
■Hr's gun was never examined to determine if it had beer 
M, nor did the proseratton call Cesar to testify before 
the grapd jury or at the time of trial of Sirhan Bisharl 
Sirnan. i r *



I 'F«rthrmonn». Cesar had owned a nuiEiSiiijnSa® 
Cadet revolver, serial number Y13332, which tie sold on 
Sept. 6,1968; tie Jim Yoder in Arkansas." ,
LCesar told the district attorney's office in 1971 that on 
Ke night of- the assassination he was armed with a .38 
Caliber revolver. The LAMP'D has agreed that was so, but 
so..fsr as is known, police; never have said publicly how 
,that was determined: • ■ , . .
'Cesar said,at«« time he owned sm H&R nine-shot, .22- 
Calibrr,revolver with a-two-inch bsrrelt■but that he had 
sold it to Jim Yoda-'of Blue Mountem, Ark., sometime ini 
February, 1968, he-thbught. • 1
. Q. Did you own that .22 on the night of the Kennedy as-l 
sassinstion?•■ I

■ J • A.No..'.,.
, Q. And the only gun you were carrying on you that 
night was a .38-revolver that you carried on your posses-i 
sion on moonlight jobs.'.. •

A-Yes. .
2M ^Tmes^ by telephone in
Arkanast, his wife, said the retiired Lockheed employe had 
suffered a second stroke and said: "Besides, he has beenl 
ristered.enough about that grin."! .- ■ 1

"What else could he teh you anyway? I even took the 
receipt down myself to make phobosSaSs ofit and sent it 
out to the police in Los Angeies. and that fellow Charach^ 
she said. •
■ "The receipt speaks for itself..!t,has the date and every-’ 
thi.rig right on it." ' - ■ '

1 The tate on the receipt-r<c^^ by .ChSI•slett, produced of the documentary *The Second Gun," was Sept. 6/1968 
the same as-used by Isaac, in the Sir•tssln• suit;.
। The district attorney's position expressed last week was 
that regardisss of the date Cesar sold his .22 rrvblvrr it 
'does not detract from the Cbnclusion that Sirhan was the 
tone gunman.. ’ • ' .
, , "Mere failure to recollect by Cesar on ths point does not 
translate into a cbnclusion that he killed Kennedy and de­
liberately lied about the caliber of the gun he had in thee 
pantry..." the DAs st;strmleitt said.
' After the assassination, Donald Schulman said he had • 
seen a security guard pull a gun and fire in the pantry, 
L.B&wheS questioned by the district attorney's office on 
July 23,1971, Schulnain, a former film runner for KNXT 
said he was "nbt 100% sure" hie saw a guard shooting a 
gun that night.. . - ■ '
( Cesar has not been avaiSabie to The Times for comment. 
,A1tt“iiry Garland J. Wetter, who bncr represented Cesar, 
said his former client had recmtly moved. He premised t.o 
pass a message to Cesar.
[ On one bcCailbn/ tlbWrvrr. Cesar defended himself 
against aUegaitons that hie-was a right-wmg radical who 
hated the Kennedys. .
| Cesar told the district attorney's office in 1971 that he 
had voted for George C. WsllS!cce, didn't "have a tot of tove1 
lbr.b>S|ls3"’and would have ■hslndied the Wattenot/a lit-|



LBuOfiSaOe was a registei^Democrarand'did'nol 
think of himself as a right-wing' radical.
. 'As a man/' Cesar said, "I thought hie (Kennedy) was all 

right;. As to politics, I didn't particularly like him. I would' 
have told him to his lace." |

Cesar was asked whether he wouM be wiling to take a 
polygraph tMt. Hie agreed to the DA's proposal, but one 
was never given.

I . IS THERE A SOLUTION?
I Seven years alter the asrnslnation, the questions and 
the demandslor answers persist Can the questions ever be 
conclusively answered? Will someone in ollicial capacity 
take steps to erase the doubts? . - ' '
i The pressure on-authorities to deal with the dilemma 
began slowly mounting ^t-December. •whtn<Lowenstefr 
held a^ress ponftrtncct!;be^ .
-Essentially, Lowrnsteih posed the same.’quesSlit>ie that 
Ch!a,ach,hae been ten,acoussiy ouisunig! forlive.vears, But 
one powerful-added ingredient; atthe press conferena? 
was, the release ol a-statement by lour ol-the five persons' 
who wee wounded in theepantry, that night when tne' 
senator was shot.■ ... |
■ Paul Schrade, Ira Goldstein; William Wefeel and Irwnl 
■Stroll, made this joint statement: . j
L "F0UIT?f us who w“e wounded in the assassnation ol 
Robert Kennedy have become convinced ol-the need lor al 
"ew mvesiigatinn ol this case. Until now,, we have strong-j 
ly resisted all tflorts t;o question the obvious and olficiall 
.version that Kiennedy^ deat;h and our being wounded in] 
VoVtd only one gunman./" ’
, Ttt lour shooting .victims- said Lowenstein had rased 
serious! questions, "about tht substantial discrepancies and 
gaps in evllleiice which hOve ci’eated grave doubts in our 
minds about-the official version," - . - ■ ■
Lowtnsteln hal.escalated the pI’essuI•es by 'supplement^ 

ng his pubbc statement-with extensive private lobbyngE nb01h.W^astiiigtin,nand.Sacramento.. .... | _
My intent aU along was to get the authiIltle8 to reopen 

the .ate, and I still, fervently feel'that the best roue 
woudd be for Hw district attorney's office to take sted that would bring abort an official reexamHaai;irn," Lowen­
stein said. . . ■■ 'Butlf the DA.'■cortmues■to refuse to take a Comptetely 
rewJtok at ttle .th™®’ w1 taw some alternatiees, and 
pne o them would be to have the whole matter t;aken bl 
forealegsaitiee hearing.1' .
। One possible lorum, accordmg to Lowenstem, would be 
congressional hearnigs he ifeels will-result .from the resolu­
tion i:nIooUcced Feb. 18 by Rep. GPrzale2i.

"Tht resolutirn has 39 cosponsors, and I think that 
iheanngs wOl be held sometime in-t;he lall," Lowenstem 
said. "But maybe il the authorities in LA do what they 
should, ttaoe won't be the needftr Congress to go into it.'* 
[ Lowenstem s lobbying ellorts have also, had their impact 
p Sacramento where Alan .Sieroyy, chairman o the As 
sembly Criminal Justice Committee, is givmg the Robert 
Kennedy alsalslnatlor considerable shougts■ ■
I "Ttlere are several ol us in the Assembly taking a hard 
fefcM^aBdb Kennedy assassination investigation,'! 
lSaaisy]OlaTt»Tme&_—^_JZL_^^

I



r^e^^dTolome^fThe'^^
thac sad night and I'll be discussing the situation with the' 
district attooneey's office to get their views on how some of 
these questions might be cleared up." ,
LALths /me there are n° definite plans for legislative1 
hearings, but Lowenstein says: . e
/"Th^eusM®1'^ go aw and I'm confident’
hat ^w1 be taken up in Congress or the state Legist 
.ure if the Los A^getes authorities do not reopen the 
case. . ■ ■ ' - - . . । •
.Actmg M Atty. Jolin Howard, who was one of the 
hre» prosecutoss in the Sir-han trfcl, said^his office would 
’PP^e .any biot. to make the Sirhan case t;he subject of 
legislative hearings:! • । ' . ■ |
JBut H’wad-dd not dote to- door to pursumg some'

’other- avow® that would lead to a rleoluti(in of the mad 
ter. In a formal policy etatemeitt prepared .for The Times/ 
hesaid;-'..; . •• • ;
L"It.away,elas been the position of the district attorney! 
thatif th® Su-han case is tobe renewed it ehsuldbe done' 
rn a court of law. . • . j
t^e .wWpppose putting, the matter before a legisia-! -
ti‘ve body, but we are discussing the feasibility of seeking 
a judicial forum, where the rules of evideicce would strict-/ 
ly M^ a“d where sworn testimony could be taken on* 
the mtegrity of the exhibits." - I
i Howard is aware that Busch, •shortly befoi-e his fetid 
.had decided to take some steps ’n hs Own initiative to out 
the matter back befoi'e a court., ’ - ’
I "WhatJe are discussing now are the mechanics of just 
how to Oncomplsh that, should we decide to make that 
msvel.LHswardeaid.„ ;
; Howardaslso is aware that the decision may-not be hiss 
since he s simply acting district attorney and may be re-! 
paaced within a matter .of weeks. : - ..
UThatfctsr.his ^ a.new aspect of'unce-taintybej 
.’Sus® Jh^ s®11®11011 ’ Busch s successor will undoubtedly 
11^ a bearing ’n future policy'where, the SUhan case is 

ll'Coneernrd. .. - ;
aV^ualy everyone involved in the c’ntrove^y agrees! 
tftat. the;seti substantial .quest^^ centers on the Slr*han| 

and the, bulges!. When and .if the case is'reopened, the! 
ingofttegun.^ / .

,rWhy have authso^®es>eee!istea refmig the weapon?; 

Why n’t ^ d’^tt and put an end to all the speculation, 
about the.Cullet evidence? .' S _ .- ip I 
I The7aWre■Sfthe^ thePo-!
fee Department lanaHhe,csUrte.tO:iite■ is summed un By 
^sWkWM

lave t’ have some doubt that Sirhan is guijtty. it has Cm!' 
huUeess .overwhelming^

■ The re^tance to 'refiriig the weapon is based, at W 
iW^i OnJhe.cSlceen..that the Ditteict AtOe1ley•e office1 
haeaCouVhe integrity" of the balletties exhiiCiits.

When the district attorney's staff conaucllri its .10711 
iestgBioS fig tf the Sirium pistol was considered.

Dep. Dist, Atty. Dinko Bozanich, who now handles in­
Kumes on the Sirhan case,' said that thoughSs about firing 
the gun were set aside when.lt was discover that se,1



/ [□hspositm w^ bolstered byThe fdUb^hg7indIhOv 
the.19?1 Iks Angeles CountyGrand Jrn-yt "g fn“tng=b 
., Because the exhibits under the custody of the county 
t1VkS-ftVr. were ■handled, • examined and photot'capheS 
by unauthoneed persons, and mishaid1leP by county 
clerks personnel, there exists, a reservation on 'the part of 
Ee gW1 Ju^ elating to the present integrity of tpe bab 
listtt vxhibtts..." ” ■■’/

Critics ofthe mvlsrt;igatinn clatm that this is a fate issue 
used, by the elstrttt attorney's office to divert attention 
from key questions. f . /

LThere WOs no evidence developed during the .1971 grand 

jury tnvestgatinn that any. tamjxrrihg with exhibits ac- 
Cay., occurred1’ but investigators remam gravely1 con- 
cernedaboutit,' -,■ .
I "What if someone put apen'cilm the'barrel of the gun, 
just for instance?" Howard asks'. "That could affect thg re 
sut of the bullet comparssons." .
JHoward also womeslhat the bullets may have. "deteriJ 
Saer “.the seven years interim since the assassnattonj 
because of handling and etr-oxtdatinn. •
h But Low®11 B!adf®di, retired director of the Santa Clara 
County Laboratory, of Cnmmalistics, does not think deter-1 
ioration -s a factor.- « m-:- ; .
;Heh1^^ photos of,the .bullets taken
byHarpfedyeaisMand-tte';c^^ fee in con< 
juncz^i SupeivwiWter Wds^hearingbon the 
Sirtet.case_Calt year; . . ,
JBadf05d^d6Strfl)ed .the^ull6^'^ '"beautiM’
identifi<aticni marts with no. apparent change" between 
the Ume the. photoa w^ tn 1970 and 197441, ‘X j I
J And so the debate 'goes on.' It seems ceriam that it will 
not be stilled until the gun is refhed and perhapsnot eveh 
then- ■ b < , 1 ' ‘ 1
t The trtti(s say the refiring will uveal the truth, but 
Howard -mt so sure, as is obvious from hs comment] 
"God help us if all the bullet comparisons arein(O)ndSlVvd 
aftarfng! the gun. Then someone will probably come

\



Why NOERefire Gun?
Why not refireSirhan Sirhan's gun to end the speculation about! 

whether the bullet that killed Robert Kennedy came from that' 
•weapon? ' ; 

. To many, that seems a simple solution. But the District Attor,' 
neys office maintains it really isn't that, simp! and that it might 
not pnvpde a solution.’ , , i 
■ • "Besides, if you take a step like retiring the gun, you would have 
some doubt that Sirhan is guilty. It has been our feeing that the 
evident is so overwhelming that there is no doubt," said acting 
Dist. Atty. John Howard.' • ' 'I

Howard concedes that respected criminalists have raised rOme 
speculation that the bullet which lodged in Kennedy's neck could 
not have been fired by the same gun that sent a bullet into the 
stomach of William Wessel during the shooting spree in the Am. 
bassador Hotel pantry,. ’

"However, their findings are based on photogaahss and the only 
accepted method_of bullet identification is under a comparison mi 
cr-oscope," Howard mM. "Then- findmgs are questionabte in value 
and obvoously madmisstable in court."
• ■ Another major factor in the district attorney's resistance to retir­
ing the weapon is the. concern over the integrity of the exhibits 
Howard cites Ithe fmdings of a 1971 Los Angefes County Grand 
Jury to support this concern: . I

"Because the exhibits under Ithe custody of the county cferk's of-' 
fice were handed, exammed and photographed by unauthorieedl 
persons, tne mishandfed by county clerk's personnel, there exists 
a reservatinn on the pm! of the grand jury relating to the present 
integrity of the ballistic exhibits. ! ." .

The district attorney's office stops short of saying that there was 
any tampering with the bullets or gun, but investigators have 
grave concern about the posrlblltly it did occur-.

In addition to this concern, Howadd cites the porrbliity t;hat over 
a period of seven years there could be some eeteriotatinn of the 
buRete. ,

"Twenty-two caliber buRete are always tough anyway and 
■ through the handling and air oxidation, identifying characteristiss 
might be altered," Howard said. "So, the bottom line is that i-efir- 
ing the weapon might rase more questions than it answer's."

But Howard insists he is keeping an open mind on the mattei 
and says hf staff fe discussing the posilibilily of "getting ths 
thng’JntO-some judicial forum where a court might order refirmg



GUNSHOT VICTIM—Paul Schrade, one of several 
pe.rsons hurt in attack on Sen. Robert F^Kennedy, 
d iScLisses evidence from assassination.



WHERE. BULLET5 1WENTD>raw^^ show's trajectories of six of 
gight bullets fired by Sirhan Sirhan from near the steam table.

Omitted from drawing, bullets #1 and #3 (as numbered by LAPD 
criminalistics section) lodged in Sen. Robert Kennedy's body.



KENNEDY COAT-SeepCss ask 
what became of the sleeve and 
wonder how many bullet holes 
might be in it if it were found.

SIRHAN'S GUN-This is .22-cal- 
iber 8-shot revolver fired by Sir­
han B. Sirhan at Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. Dispute, arose over 
serial ^timber on the 'weapon. DEATH SCENE—Sen. Robert F. Kennedy lies on floor of pantry in 

Ambassador Hotel after being shot. Busboy attempts to assist
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। ST LOUIS- A special committe of 
the prestigious American .Academy of 
Forensic Sciences recommended Sun­
day that the' Robert F. Kennedy ae- 
eaesination.ieaee be j-eopened to deal 
with apparent discrepancies in bullet 
evidence.

Findinss of the three-man special 
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gfegjSefiinaiimiis identification and we feel tfiaTaQP 
tempt should be made to answer these qucstionltrTUIOCI 
saidl. • ,
' Following Turner! report, '"academy president Dr, 
Robert Joling of Tucson, Ariz, issued a cautious state­
ment that the executive commtteee had concluded that "a 
reeaamunaoinn of the physical evidence could provide ad­
ditional information which could be of value in clarifying 
the circumstancss of the death of Robert F. Kennedy." 
। Joling deelmed to make any comment beyond the state­
ment, but Turner talked at length with reporters about 
the findings of his committee. - ,
| He said he would be "shocked" if the eal!e were not 
reopened, but added, "We are in no position at this time 
not; having looked at the original evidence, to predict 
wS the outcome of such a recxamination would be.'1 
< The major area of study by .Turner! eommtttee was a 
set of microscopic photos taken .five years ago by Wiliam 
HnIpfr, a vet.eran eriminnlilt from Pnsndena. ’
, Turner said that these phoiomicoognahhs taken by Har­
per whh a Bnlllscan camera showedidistinct diffeennees 
between a bullet which struck Kennedy in the neck and 
andter that hit bystander Wiliam! Wessel in the stomach! 
। The senator was fainlly woumded June 5, 1968, in the 
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeees. Weisel 
recovered from his wound. • . _

Harper dctaifei his eone:lleiions in a March 28,1970, f 
^davt thntledteths's^ gun" theory.
, At Sirhan Sirham’s trial, on-charges of killing Kennedy 
Los' Ange^ees Folke Departinent eriminnlilt De-Wayne 
Woofer t;fstififd that both the Kennedy and Wesel bullets1 
were fired by Sirhan's gun,, .
। ■ But Harper 'subsequentiy mainaained that his examina­
tion showed tee was a 23-minute, or 14.%, rifling angle 
eifffr■enef between the Kennedy neck bullet and the' 
Wessel stomach bullet;, ' ■ ■ Jf Qualifyinghis viewpoint by saying that it was based on 
observation of Haper's photos, Turner enid‘ Sunday that 
he agreed-with'Hiirper's findings on the rifling nogC df 
fclcoee*- I
| Mssad h^^ thlok• bfiliets showiog'thnnmuehi 
DLnJlscreIn^ncy^olJld_hnvficenfirfOyJheJlnme^^
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!Committee Sees Value 
in REK Slaying Probe J

ST. LOUIS (UPI) - A 
i committee of the American 
j Academy of Forensic 
J Sciences says a further in- 

•i Ivestigatinno■fthe1968aeeas■ 
;.sinatoon of Sen. Rober't F1. .

■ Kennedy could be valuabee '
tn determining cir- 

' cumstances suI•ri)UIidogg the 
.. paying, perhaps clarifynig ,
i how many weapons were in­
; voived. .

? Meeting here during the .
: weekend, the executive 
; committee of the academy! 
'. adopted a resolution in-j 

dicating such an iovestiga-: 
■ ion could be helpful in 
clearing up such questions' 
as whether a second gun was

j! used .in the killing or!
F a%m^^ SirJa° 

ip Kennedy, younger brother 
li of President John F. Ken- 

pedy who was assassinated
J in 1963, was killed in a pas­
i> sageway of the Ambassador '

, Hotel in Lois Angeles June 5, 
; 1968, after winning, the 
• California primary in his 
• quest for the Democratic 
J nonHnatinn for president. - 
11 Kennedy was on his way 
i through the hotel kiteheh 
I [when he was str-uck down.i .
! Supportess of the New York' 
I senator grabbed Sirhan and 
' [held him for authorities. . •
I Since the kilinig some per- 
| sons have questrened 
| wheheer alj of the shots fired .
i that night came from the

i

I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and siaie.)
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Jaying Urged ,
BY WILLIAM FARR J

\ Timos Staff Writer j 

Paul Schr-ade, who. was seriously. 
'OUnded as he stood near Robert F. 
ennedy the night the tenat,or was- 
iot down in the Ambassador pantry, 
hursday asked the Los Angela Po- 
ce Commission t.o make public all; 
ivestigative fifes on the case. . 
In making a for'mal appeal to the, 
ve-membier commission at a jam-- 
acked pubilic hearing, Schrade said:. 
"I have t;he legal and moral right to. 
am if anyone other than Sirhan Sir-' 
an was firing a. gun in there ... I 
ave that right as a victim of that as-, 
■ult who was nearly kilted.'.1 • j 
Schrade was joined by CBS-TV andi 

>rmer New York Congressman. Al- 
rd K. Lowenseem in asking that the; 
olice Department's 10-volume sum-i 
iary of the assassination invesiiga-: 
on be opened to inspection.. j 
Citing the "teriout ethteal and legal 

uestions" posed by the-request,} 
ommission .President Sam Wiliams 
>ok the matter, under submission 
■id. .indicated t.he commitsion would 
.tempt to give its answer at next 
eek'smeeUng. i- >3 ’
Commissione-s 1 Robert Weil and 

•ariana Pfaelzer; expressed concern! 
hethcr the commission could or! 
muld waive confidentiality inherent' 
i al 1 police invcstigatinss. | 
"I realize this is indeed a nation- 

■ide and worldwide matter of con- 
■rn," Weil said, j' ..^. but shouldn't 
;r position be the same whether it 

।voIves a renownedpublic f igure or 
i TlEgnuicant.little-Aguee? Iiwedo
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' itfeas®.do we have to do it for everyon??'’___ ;
W'eii said he was worried that the release of the 10 vo­

lumes might damage "completely innocent parties" who 
had some derogatory reeeeence- made about them during •. a
thie investigation. '*
• ■ Schrade’s attorney, C. Stephen Howard, suggested that . 
unnecessarily -harmful’ information could be excised and ’ 
suggested that a neutral panel, possibily appointed bv thie 
Lo>s Angetes County Bar Assn., could perform this task.

Schrade and his attorney argued that the confidentiality 
of t.he 10 vohmees has already been violated with thie pub-. 
lication of a book tilted, "Special Unit Senator." The book, 
.written by then chief of detectives Robert Houghton, ful- 
iy detalted the polk® inve8tiga0nn. ■

Schrade also maintaiued that ABC-TV newsmen Pete 
Noyes and a German journalist already have gained gk- 
cess to the 10 vofumes. .
L'Ltweie;teinl who currently is'serving as a koneulgnlt to 
,Gov.. Brown on educational mattess, told thie kommeeitt®l- 
ere they should open the PoHce Dtpartmnne's records on .
thie case "to stop the spread of goesip." • . • •’
! . "There is the ntte to dispel the fttling that people in

. high places conceal rather than reveal what people have ■ •
the right to know," he sgie. Lowenttem mgeu reeerenee to 
an Amtricgn A(tademy of Forenste Science's eptkigl com­
mittee report recommending that the. bullet evidence in 
the kget be re«tamin.ed. . , .

' '' This report indicated that there were "gross effterekees’, •
in the bullet that struck Kennedy in thie neck and another .
that hit bystander William Wessel in the stomach. • -

"It is now out of the bottle and will not go back in" the 
'fcrmtr-fc<tngreeeman said.
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| Howard Get's Report on 
Assassination Evidence

BY WILLIAM FARR
Times Staff Writer

Acting Disit. Atty. John Howard 
Saturday received a copy of a report 

I from the Ameriaan Academy of 
Forensic Sciences' special committee 
that has recommended reexamination 
of the bullet evidence in the Robert 
F. Kennedy assassination case.

Howard, one of the prosecutors 
who tried Sirhan Sirhan for the Ken­
nedy shooting, said he would not 
comment on the report until after 
fully studying it.

However, he said, he and his staff 
have been 'exploring the possibility] 
of reopening the case in a judicial .
forum.

"When and if we take another look 
at this thing, it will be in a courtroom! 
where the strict rdes of evidence! 
will apply," How-art said.

The recommendation to reexamine 
the bullet evidence was rantamed in 
a special report prepared by a three- 
man ad hoc crmmittce appointed 
.March 24 by the academy's president, 
Dr. Robert Joling of Tucson.

Chairman’ of the commitece was Dr. 
Ralph F. Turner, a proeessor of cri­
minal justice at Michigan .State Uni­
versity.- The' other two members of 
the panel were James Osterburg^ 
Thomas Johnson, who hold similar 
posts on the facutties of the Univessi- 
tylof 'Mineis’-.arid ^.he.'Un^lcrsiit•^!Of 
KCntUCktM’cspec;tivety. . ,

After the aAfS executiee commit­
tee heard the Turner commitee'e's re­
port, Jolmg issued a statement that 
the executive commUtee had con- 
chided a recxam.inatinn of the physi­
cal evidence' in the case "could be 
helpful in clarifying the circum­
stances of Robert F. Kennedy's 
deaths ~=^

(Inricaie page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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r^»g to the reporFdeLVerect . 
• to HOward, the ad hoc commtteee exj 

amined, numerous documents 'aM 
transcripts and at a result "believes, 

- that legitimate forensic questions'in
the Robert F. Kennedy case have 
been rased." . ^ , '
j ■ The report states,, "The committee 
also feels that, given access to origin­
al evidence, there is moire than e‘rea- 
soAble possibility ‘that 'these quest#- , 

■toms can be answered." •
[ The major question, the commtttt& 
■feels, is whether the bullet which 
Istruck Kennedy in the neck matches 
1the one'which hit bystander Wiliiani 
" WVelsel in the stomach? 7-- •

J TUrner said .that it was the feeling 
of the committee that these buHea 

1also should be compared with a but 
let. from trial exhibit No. 55, which -
1Loslai^ Pohce DepartonUcri-

i

/■
1



Iwas test' Ared from Sirhans gun ~ ~ ' '■ • , '

LT£^,ih.anJn^ after he presented his commit- • ■
tee findings in St. louis, said the committee examined mi ■' ' 
croscopic: photographs of the bullets taken by Pasadena ' •' 
criminalist Wiliaim Harper. ■ • ' *

- LBas^ their contusion on.these photo^^ '
• .(Turner said he and his colleagues on the committee ob­

served "gross .dffterentes!' in the Kennedy and Wessel tab / . 
■ tih. ( .

j; Responding to criticism that the findings have been \ 
reached withwt looking at the original evidence. Turner ' 
sad-:

■ L "Wh^ we are asking now is that a panel of neutral ex-r •
berts be given acces to the original evidence. I have no - 
ieal^teresUn speculating based on photographs but up S
o now the original evidence has not been avmaaHe for ✓ 
etxaminattor!." ( ‘ , • . '
[ Turner's cOmmittee r’ecommended that another pand'oi 
hree recognized firearms ldtnilficaiion experts be ap 

tainted to dir•tciiy examine the gun and bullet evidence '
and' possibly refire the Sirhan weapon if. that is necessa^' - ' . 
p 'cianfy apparent dffterenths in the buiitis now in. ' 
।evidence. ■ |
J Jolirig appo^iitd the ad hoc committee headed hiy -Turn-!
er after a mode titied "The Second Gun'" was shown at ■ '

., the academy's general membership meeting las Februarv
n.Chicago. • । , ' | ■

" J' Ths film PIthtnte the theory that there -was anothej .
gun_bes^dth Sirhap's firing when Kennedy, wasshoLdown .
seven-ysa^affljnthe pantry of the Ambassador. J I

'i r

)

I

f

y
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Sworn In
' Beverly Hills attorney 

Tom Kranz, formerly an aide 
to the -late Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, will be sworn in to 
[iay as a special counsel to 
probe. the evidence that sent 
Sirhan B. Sirhan to a life 
prison term. '

Following the swearing-in 
at the downtown Crimmai 
Jourts Building, he will begin 
fhe txamrriailon of the gun 
and bulless that were believed 
to.be the weam>Sirhanused 
jto kill Kennedyj at the Am­
bassador.

The Board of Supervisors 
authonzed rtopemilg of the 
case and the hiring of a-spe­
cial deputy to work with Act­
ing Dist. Atty. John Howard

Under county charter pro- 
vis ions, Kranz, who will take 
a leave of absence from the 
aw firm of Alexander, Inmar 
and Finei will receive $2,007 
monthly on a 60-day basis. An 
extension must he requested 
at the end of the 60 days by 
lranz.

Officials refused in 
speculate how long the in 
vestigatoon would last.

Kranz was a political aide 
.0 Kennedy during his 19611 
iresidential campaign and in 
he ■.Cali■lOrnia primary, .I.c 
ion tmor. by the senator.
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teed the reopening of the cash - '
after Supervisor Kenneth ; _
Hahn formally moved that ■
Howard be asked to find some' . - . -
Way “to resolve the concern 
and doubt in the public mint ' ,
pn some of the aspects of Sen -i
Kennedy’s assassination.”

। Howard clashed with Su • ' -
pe-rvisor Baxter Ward over
Ward’s statement that the dss! ■ ' . .
trict attorney’s office had a ■ 1
conflict of interest against re • '
opening the probe, particulars • '' ■

' ly since Howar-d had prosed ’ ■ ,
• euted Sirhan. ' ’

“I do not intend to allow!
any charges of cover-up or ' • ' ,
conflict of interest to stand as
Supervisor Ward so unjrsttljj ' 1
charged,” said Howar-d. “I do' '. .
not intend to throw up road . ■
blocks.” 1 ’ •

. Howar-d said both he and
' the late Joseph P. Busch had - .
discussed the possibiltty of a' ’
reexamination of evidence. . -

' Neither Howar-d nor any of • '
,hesupervsora said _thgy

• doubt Sir-nanss guilts . "H -
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Assassination
By D. N. OPPENHEIMER

Herald-Eaaminer Staff Writer
City Councilman Zev 

Yaroslavsky today will ask 
Ms' colteagues to conduct a 
high-level review into the po- 
ice investigation of the 19618 
issassinaioon of Sen. Robert 
*’. Kennedy here. -'

The city Police Com- 
nissoon, meanwhile, opened 

.is doors slightly to persons 
,«iking information on .the 
■vailabiiityof evidence in the 
3ase. J ■

The Yalbslavskly .motion 
oday will a'k Council Presi- 
jent John S. Gitsotn to name 
ive city lawmakere to an ad 
■ oc review committee. The 
oove will follow the defeat 
vesterday of Yaroslavsky's 
Mfort to 'question police and 
□ity Atorneey officials about 
®■spoe.tiO1l of the evidence. 
; _• Council., by a 4-6 vote,. dO 
■eated Yaroelivskyfis motion: 
n callthe officalls into cham- 
■ein, but Gibson ruled, that 
i embers of the council could 
liiery Dion Morrow of the 
Jity Attorney's office and 
*«st. Police Chief Daryll 
>ates before - voting on the 
*oposal. I

The Gibson ruling .paved 
ihe way for two hours of couin-l 
eil queltO)nlgg and 
yaroilaveky gltimaelly voted 
against his own motion,! 
-.aying “we already ac3 
pomplished what we sought to 
a cclimplteh.” . I

During the grilling, Gales! 
..old the council that ceiling! 
'oanels and X-rays of the 
^anels taken from the shoot-l 
,jg scene at the Ambassador 
Sotel had been destroyed 
ter police closed the KenJ 

.edy case! because “hey iim-l 
lplyhadabeOlgtely no bearmg

(Iodtcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

4=3 HERALD EXAMINER 
LOS ANGELES, CA

Date: 8-22-75
Edition: Friday La■ttlt
Author: D. N. Oppenheimer
Editor. Donald Goodenow
Title: KENSALT

Character: 

or - -
Claiiiflcaiion: LA-56-156*
SubmitUng Office: Los Angeles
□ Being Inveitigated

A^O-Rcchard

SEARCHED.----------- INDEXED
SERIALZEEDJ^ILE

AO 16 2 2



(

)

w ct^eM y Mrter the 
murder conviction of Sirhan 
B. Sirhan was upheld by the 
Supreme Court,. , J 
j Morrow said he may have 
;been in error-when he said.- 
thee had never been spectre} 

.-graphic analysis of .bulled 
and bullet fragments but de} •

'nied that he told a' news re 
porter no X-r-ays had been) 
taken of. the bulletiscarred ,
ceiling panels. 1 
< He said, he told the. re 
porter that he believed no X- 
^ays existed now. '
. The. Police Commission “
yesterdayagreed,with a de}, Jester May agreed .wihi a dW 
partment report 'that eviden-J 
|tiary mat;erial still held by tie 
, department could not be mJ 
.Jeased-to various litigate in-1 
yoked in civil lawsute, rd 
lated to assassination which 

' are pending in the courts.
( But Commission President 
Sam ‘Williams named Com-1 
missioner Manana Rj 

' pfaelzer, Chief Gates, i 
member of the city attorney’^ 
office and two police mJ 
jvestigators to screen all 
futur'e written requests for ad 
,cess Io material still in the

)

/
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Officer Ordered Items Destroyed
By United Brest International

Missing ceiling panels 
from the hotel pantry where 
Robert Kennedy was 
nssassinaSdd in 1968 ap- 
parentyy were destroyed by 
a “tower echelon” police 
officer one year after the 
shooting, according to 
special counsel to the city 
attorney's office.

Special counsel Dion Mor­
row said thie deciston to 
destroy the panels apparent­
ly was made in June, 19619, 
by the police employe 
because the trial of con­
victed assassin Sirhan Sir- 
han was over and they were 
never intooduced in 
evident

R.:pe.(en^Wes-o .the 
Los. Angeles ponce depar-- 
ment and city attorneys 
office were summoonidf to 
appear before the City Coun­
cil today to explato how the 
panels came to be destroyed 
and to discuss thie possible 
disappearance of ^her 
pieces of evidence.

Critics of the original 
investigatinn tote the Ken­
nedy assasstoatinn have 
sought to look at thie Ambas- 
Isador Hotel ceiling panels. 
Thiey claim an examinatinn 
of the bullet holes could help 
determine how many bulless 
were fired and from what 
directton.

But Morr-ow, contacted in 
Sacramnato after a story 
quoting him appeaedd 
Wednesday in the Los 
Angeles Daily Journal legal 
newspaper, suggested the 
misstog panels were not of 
‘ ‘great significnncn.”
“Even if you have the 

panes you couldn't put 
them back because you 
wouldin’t know whiere they 
were in thie first place,” he 
said.
“In my opinion they would 

not have any great 
signffiancne.” - *

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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City councilman Zev 
YarOwslavtSy^Whro=Ta- 
troriuced a motion Tuesday 
asking police to cooperate 
with a reexamination of 
trial evidence designed to 
indicate whether there 
might have a second assas­
sin, disagreed.

‘For the longest time we 
weren't even aware that the 
ceiling panes no longer 
existed.” Yarowslavsky 
said. Aii of a sudden, it 
comes to the attention of the 
PUbiic through a newspaper 
story that they were 
destroyed.
“This was an assassina­

tion which had 
ramifcaaHoss not only 
throughout this country but 
throughout the world, and 
that ooe year after the as­
sassination some pertinent 
evidence such as the ceiiing 
panels was destroyed raises 
some serious questions/’ .

‘There was oo place to 
keep them- (the paoels),” 
Morrow explained. ;“You 
can’t fit ceiling panels into a 
card file>"r ? .s nidaH

Morrow, who: represents 
the city jo various civil suits 
filed io an effort to open up 
the assassination evidence 
and fiees to the pubhc, also 
sari there were no X-rays 
made of the panels and ao 
spectrographs evideace 
made of the bulks fired 
from Sirhan’s gun.

*X-ravs. Wd , not add 
anything, ’ h| said! “The 
panels were in place at the 
time the foriaisic chenhst 
studied the scene. They 
were used to check the tra­
jectory (of the buiirtt).”

He said the bulges were 
never examined for lead 
content became “ia ths 
case, there was ao reason'.’’
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in Kennedy Case
It is truly unfortunate that on the 

Robert F. Kennedy assassination the 
editors at The ’Times are apparently 
out of touch with the basic facte in 
this case, certainly out of touch with 
this cnmmunayy's attitude about this 
issue, and totally unaware of the ’con­
cerned mood of the entire country on 
this crucial,-unresolved controvesyy. j

For you to insinuate—as you did in 
your editorial (Aug. 20), "New Data 
-or New Ploy"—hutt my personal 
commitment to help resolve this con-- 
.roversy is selfish and politically mo-1 
hartal, is an affront to my pocfesJ 
tonal integrity. " \ -

When I met with you on the after-' 
oon before your editorial appeared,] 
your top editors hadn't even read my 
lTter to the Los Angehs County 
Board of Supervisors, dated Aug. 18 
All you knew was what youdl r-ead 
lsewhere about the "vital new data'j 
eferred to in my letter. Yet;, you 

were fully prepared to attack me1 
without the full facts of my position, 
eoore you. This is hardly what one 
would call "rerponribte journaismn."| 
However, 'even aft;rr I personally 
provided you with a copy of that enJ 
the ltaatr, you ignored the main por- 
Lion of its ©entente, choosing instead! 
lo twist one small paragraph into' 
meaning somethnig it does not. ' '

As I very distinctly tafomned yourl 
this "vital new data" does not belong': 
io me; it is the exclusive property of 
ny clientt-two highly CIrdentra^dl 
-men who have devoted more than 
even years in the assembling of this 
in vesitigatlve data.
You also’ 'conveniently failed to 

point out that a lawytr-clitna rela­
tionship precuudes unauthoririd dis­
closure of their data.. IiUlrthemnore, 
you ignored ihr most nbviotK and 
-tated reason why my clients will 
oily turn nvrr this new data to 
prosecutors and investigator other 
than those originally assigned to ths 
Carr: namely, that tin original! 
prosecution team conducted nnr of 
a^LrlOPpirrt, most inept prosecutions; 
inL0S3ngttatCotniyEhraiel^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and rtatt.)
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. [TK™, as I stated in Ay let
j£f;the’%Hginal team may wen be 

. j disposed towards discouraging the
_ introduction of any evidence which

' ' would, be professiooallyembar^^
to them,, and desirous of ■preserving

". and SuppprtiIig C!oOdusioiss they have
previously .reached." (Which, as ev- 
etyone now kmoyss, is predialy the 
case.) .However, both,the Board of

' - SUperViSorra,mli?the public-do have
, the right to know that such new data 

. dc^ exst, and. that "at an appro#
■ ate. time and under appropriaee cirs

,cumstances'.''itdefinitely'will be 
. turned ^er to responsible authorities.

;In conclusion: -lest my position 
, again, be distorted by ..the editors at

. •, jThe Times, it is not my contention 
that Sirhan wasn't involved in 'Sen, 

‘ .Kennedy's assassination. The
' evidence is clear that he was, and| '

therefore .his conviction was a proper 
pne- The only real ‘question-left is: 
-were there others involved■?

■ ■ ' ; WENTTaM»T'
• I . Beverly

/

y
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/
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Some Material on 
penned/ Destroyed

■ 2 Ceiling Panels 
'Proved Nothing,' 
Police Tell Council

BY WILLIAM FARR
-"" Times Staff Writer . \ '

Two ceiling panels taken from the 
Ambassador * pantry where Sen. 
Robert F.’ Kennedy "was fatally shot 
iiere routinely destroyed a year after 
he assassinatonn because they 
h?roved absolutely nothing," Asst. 
Police. Chief Daryl Gates told the Los 
Angeles City Council Thursday, .

Gates had been summoned befoi'e 
the council as the result of a motion 
by Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky ex­
pressing concern over reports; that 
;everal items of evidlence in the casse 
were missing;. . •
; .During a Oiscusrioo before the 
council Thussday, Yaroslavsky told 
jates: .

"One would havethought that after 
al 1 of the probeemsi with the John F 
Kennedy assassination, the Police De 
garment would be a little more sen- 
'sitivetothepreservationofevidence.'
I . ■ ‘ ’

I Yaroslavsky made specific refer 
»to the misriog panels and aso 
wanted to know the whereabouts of 
ihe X rayr of the panels!, spectrogra­
mshie. tests on the bullets and the left 
4eeve of Robert Keonedy!s;.a)at. ' 

i Gates countered that these itemi, 
were not technically evidence sirhe 
none of them! had been introdueed at 
the trial of Sirhan B Sirhan, convict­
3d, of thearraiSinatiooio 1968.

■Dion 'MorroW, special counsel to t;he 
hity ationeeyls office on the Kennedy 
rnatter, told, the council that all of 
pie. evidence introdueed at the tHai 
was in the .poirerrii,on of the Superior 
pourt clerk, not the Police Depart- 
.nent. ‘ ,

> There have been questioisi recently 
labout the •possWW of a recooO gun 
I being fired in: the • pantry the night 
: !fiErenatorLwar.fatllly!:rh^

(Iodicaee page, nanje of 
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Some critics of the pnliceunvretia-- JwnLW,rrks ago, the commission 
tiOrrcla;mrthat the ceiling panels are had turned down formal erqeeSre'by 
of crucial irnportrnee becauee the CBS and Paul Schrade to make the 
number of bullet holes in the ceilng Police Departrnmi's investigative 
could determme whether more shots files on the casse open to the pubhc, 
were fired than could have come includmg a 10-volume summary of 
from Sirhan’s eight-shot Iver Johnam the investigatirn.
^-caliber pistol. CBS and Schrade, one of the fie

Asked about the value of the ceil-other persons wounded in the pantry 
ing panels as evidence, Gates rephed: the night Kennedy was fatally shot, 

"They have absolutely no vtluehtlve taken court acton in an effort 
whataoever. All of the testing, thctocpert thePoiine.Dep^ 
mw important testing? as far as AJthmgh they had v^ 
trajectory and the lire of fire and the quest by the teleiv-ston network and 
number of bullet, hole’, that was Schrade, several commissioners felt 
done prior to their removal (from the that a method should be developed 
netling). for inquiries to be answered.

"The removal was done simpty be- The procedure announced Thus-- 
cause we were making a v^y ex-day ads' for the questions to -be 
hau’tive examinauon of every con-posed in writing. Tqey wm b»W 
netvable material. . . We made those^w^gd fa  * 
tests and they showed absoUutylyrre compr 
nothing./LThey,. proved abeolueelyMarittf Fk . _ _
notf^ TW didnothmg ’o tar a’vestigatois and a representative,of 
supporting the inYestlgatlnn or eep-Heergt■;iSkZL.«. ^pr,’ ^* porting the guilt or innocence of any- th^ity arrOirl S nf1ll . .
one" g e y The pi•tc:edlure also allows for the

1 ■ questioner to meet with a representa­
Gates ’aid X rajs of the ceiling pa-tive of this group if elaboration on 

nel had been made, a statement that the answer is sought.
nnn,t^adntre Mnirrt>we ,tsscrtior In announcmg the procedure, Com- 
Wednesday that the panel were Mt misston President Samuel Wiliam’ X rayed. 'said; ■ ad - ■ _

Lence ” r ■ nfM1 gxi*P,nesbel*mgge^tnPet^e^ineatla^^

s™'"^^^^

version and that of Mni•row. protect the rights of privacy of in*
Gat.es also said that reports that no ntnent indiviUu^es and the mtegrity 

spectrogtaphic tests were made on of the Police D^artmenVs investiga- 
the buness probaWy arc inaccurate. " iuve pitnlee1

Referring to nrimirtlisr DeWayne Wiliams expressed dismay that 
W2fee,r;5tres^etid, "Hs5 memory Js Yaroslavsky took the mtrree up be- 
hazy about it but. . . he believes he - .
did mate a spectrogtaphic analyss.. *”* the fuU_nnenC1l ^d a&ed tia 
Ordinarily he woukl rnr have nnnt future lnqueiees by nnllncimeen be di­
ducted a spectrographic analys’s but rected to the Police CnmmtSSinn in- 
because we were being so thorough, I steadr^ •
think he did"'

It was sxpiained at an earlier eest 
sion of the council that the left sleeve 
to Kennedy's coat had distppsai•ed 
prinr to Sirhan's 19618 trial and is be­
lieved to have been cut off by pei•- 
snne who wsi•e attempting to i•snder 
medical aid to the senatoi..

In a relaeed development Thussday, 
the PoHce Commission sstablished a 
procedure ftr answering questions 
posed by pri•-ons inrereseed in the as- 
-a,eenttton'mvestigatirn. '" ^
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issing REK SEavina Data
I City Councilman Zev 
Yaroslavsky will urge his coll- 
^‘°day to cal for an 
official accounting f 
evidence f!rom the June 5. 
1'968, assassination of Sen 
rbert F. Kennedy? , •

The Coimcil yesterday de 
layedi for one day a decisioa 
on a Yarohavokky resolution

. tossed'away. 
U Varndovd

greed ty a pub 
pent that some 
[been-lost or wa:

i Yaroslavsky said he wants 
to know why. bullet-scarrec 
Ceiling panels were reported 
p have been .scrapped,, and 
how the left sleeve . of 
Kennedy's coat had been lost; 
He said he also wants to know 
why no X-rays had ever been
tatam tf tHe ceilmg panels 
and why there were no spec- 
rographic analyess of bullets 
nd b^et fragmen'ss fired 
uwjhe Ambasaador. Hotel 
sooting, for .which Sirhan B, 
irhan was ‘ ^'convicted of 
bujde^''' Y1 P \ ’ • ■ ’The^nwttoafCamer’before’ 
-he council'■yesterday' after 
Vern MorowiKW the!' Cityfl 
;Atoraeys:hfficee'WaohUoted' 
m publisheeIirepor;Os as saying 
he. learned that police had 
destroyed the ceiling paneK 
' in routine fashion and that no 
spectrograph was ever used 
‘o analyse tie bullets. , !

'It was known at the time of 
it he Sifhan trial" that
aissm£.

(Iadicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A- herAld examiner 
LOS ANGELES, CA

Date: 8-21-75
Edition: Thursday Latest
Author:
Editor: Donald Goodenow
Tit:ie: KENSALT

Character: ELECTION LAWS

ClaLceaUon: LA--56-156*
SubmitUng Office: Los AngelSS

I I Being Iavestiaated



1 '

TYatOs>aVSslcy, saiTheJsa 
not "understand Tiow hey 
Could dispose of the panelS in 
’a routine fashion when this iS 
hot a-routine case.” • . 1 '

The puipo>se of his motiori 
before the council today is to 
have the Police Dept, and 
City'Attorney’s office “advis^ 
the counci.1 as to the existence; ' 
and loc:ation of statemen’s by 
eyewitnesses, tlie 10-voIumel 

, summary ° thetnveStilatti.On,| 
the raw files. :a door! iamb 
taken,at thescenie, reenact^ 
'msrit:’.■filmi^ and'stiU photos.;'- 

if “Sonie’question's.haV^e 
been asked and -we-ought to 
answer ■.them,” Yaroslavsk^ 
said. “We want to get on rd 
coni the evidence that has 
been retauied and see to it 
thaLnothigg else is'disposed
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Police Department and Ue city-attor-
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tiey's office have been asked to ap- 
□ear before the City Council today to 
iiscuss reports ' that some; key 
ividence in the Robert F. Kennedy 
kssassination is missing;. • • ■: -i 

The council voted 9 to 3zWednes- 
lay to take Up t:he issue-today after 
bouncilman Zev Yaroslavsky said he 
iad been informed- that certain 
ividence. was missing or destroyed, 
ncluding ceiling panels from toe 
gantry at the Ambassador where 
<ennedy was mortally wounded. ’.

The panels treLCorislder■ed'by sonie 
;o be of crucial Importance. because 
if, questions about the trajectory and 
dumber, of builds filed, the’'night 
Kennedy was shot. ' ,

YaroslaVsky said the first he knew 
rf the supposedly missing evidence 
was. when he .r-ead an artticee in the 
Daily Journal, a legal newspaper 
quoting Dion Morrow, a special coum­
sei in the city attorney's office. •

Morrow, contacted in Sacramento 
where he was testifying on behalf of 
city-rsponsored' legislation, said he had 
been informed by the Police Depart­
ment that two ceiling panels taken 
from the pantry were destroyed in 
June, l9691,. a year after the tssassiita■ 
tion.

Morrow said.the decision ■reportely 
was made by a low echelon member 
of the PoUce Department who noted 
the panels had never been intooduced 
in the trial, of Sir-lam B. Sirhan, who 
was convicted of Kennedy's murder.

In as king the council to conduct an 
immediate hearing on the issue rath! 
er than refer it to a committee fog 
£t!Sffltro>stvs^^
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