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By United PressiInfernational

' Los Angeles City Council:

man Zev Yaroslavsky says -

he has lost confidence in thé

city Police Commission“and

vants someone else ‘to. in:

estigate the disappeararice /
£ matenals related to the (Indicate page, name of
ssassmatlon of Rober_ newspaper, city and state.)
ennedy. , .

Yaroslavsky, .26, whose

listrict . includes West Los , P. 2 EVENING OUTLOOK
‘Ahgeéles and Westwood, has SANTA MONICA , CA

jpearhieaded’ recent ‘moves
i get the police to open up
eir ‘files on the 1968 shoot '
ng to authorities directing : ] -
irobe ‘that might indicdte
v_vhethe: convicted assassi
Sirhan Sirhan really was th
nly ginman irivolved. ]
Earlier this week- it w
-evealed, part:ally as
esult of a
roduced in
Yaroslavsky, fthat polic
iad - destroyeds some file!
:nd materials one. yea
sfter Kennedy’s death. : '
“I have. Jost*some of m _ . .
:onfidence in thé Polic : —_
Jommission,” Yaroslavsk;
-omplained Friday. ‘I hiav
 assuine they knew som

f the evidefice was mis: ' Date: 8~23-75

ing, '

“The commissioners hav : paition: Saturday 8 Star
'gen requested to explain 03 Author:

éveal the whereabduts of raor:  RObert D. Funk
ome of the evidence and Titles KENSALT

naterial in the past. :

“They haven’'t done so

xeept’ under the pressure 05
' th

A Character:
1 or
: ard&c;k q! . ' Classification: LA- 56—1 5 6*
%—%mmcmsgdw § Submitting Office: LOS Angeles
‘arbip: @d Hioe- comnﬂtteﬂ : .
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At RFK Site Destroyed

Los Angeles, Aug' 20—Bu11et—pocked ceilmg panel
from the Ambassador Hotel’s pantry, where Sen. Robela

as assassinated in 1968, have bheen TESTIovEd)

v
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Caution On Files Needed:

’ Los Angeles city pohce com-
missioners have a right to be
wary of requests to make public
raw information on the 1968
assassination of Robert F. Ken-
pedy ' . ¥
‘ "Police mterv1ewed everyone
they knew who was at.the Am-
pbassador Hotel on the evening of
the assassination. Some were
male guests having a night on
heimuuhout thelr wwes

. Clearly, the privacy of some
legally innocent persons would
be invaded if these interviews in
the possession of the commis-

sion are made public. -Further-
more, such a move might im-

pede future investigations. Wit
nesses would tend to be less can-
did if they couldn’t trust police
to keep private data, immaterial
to the case, confldentlal

‘ We acknowledge that com-
rmssxoners will be accused of
“covering up’’ or standing in the
way of the public’s right to know
f they keep everything locked
1p., But if it is made public,
rommissioners will be vulnera-

)le to allegations that they aided

ind abetted snooping. That
vouldn’ tdo elther “.

This bemg the case, the com-
nission probably would be wise
20-draw the line in favor of the
‘onfldentlalltfr of police in-
festigations unless overruled by
Recour courts "
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- BY JOHN KENDALL

N Times Staff Writer ~
Members of the City Council Rules
Committee voted Wednesday to re-
view . the eriminal investigation
procedyres followed by the Los Anf
geles Police’ Department 'in probing;
the 4ssassination of Robert F. Kenne-
dy. -

Specifically, the commlttee -ap-
proved Councilman Zev Yaroslav-
ky's resoltion requesting Councll

ident John . Gibson Jr. to ap<
point a special five-member connmtJ
tee to conduct the study. 1

After the Rules Committee's 3-1 acH
tlon, Gibson said the full ooumf
vrobably would approve formation of
Lhe hoc committee when the ques:
iion is considered, possibly within a
iweek or 10 days.
'} Yaroslavsky called for the specmL
‘committee after Asst. Police Chiefi
|E>aryl Gates disclosed last week gh;:j

eiling panels takenyfrom the Am!
ador—where Ker
June 5 1968-=were

’b%: LAPD
md olice” Congtéslg%? ddtifiot
;conduct an investigtion-in 4. "'satls-’
actory manner.", .. :

Yaroslavsky again made 1t cl
Wednesday he has little or no fa1t13
in the Police Commission, which, he
taid, had "stonewalled" for a ye:
nd a half the fact that items booki
s evidence were missing.

He said that only after the City
council produced public  testimon
w Gates that the ceiling panels were,
pnissing did the Police Commissio
“onﬁtm it.

_hem had "absolutely no value wha
soever” as evidence because th
'real important testing” was done
ore their removal from the hotel'
—antry.
It was not immediately clear Wed
1esday just how wide-ranging the re.
new of LAPD investigation proce-

(Mount Clipping in Spaee Below)
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LAPD Lomdr: Joe Gunn_ told the
ittée .the . -
would dee an inquiry fnto .

procedures in e cases,
mg how items baoked as phyﬂcal
evidence are disposed of. * - i

However, he ekpressed doubt about
the usefulness of an inquiry into the
Sirhan B. Sirhan case, which he said
had been upheld in two appeals to
the California Supreme Court.

Yaroslavsky declined to elaborate
on what he meant by the words "re-, :

viewing the criminal investigation
procedures” in his,_resolution, but he
indicated what he had in mind was of .
much wider scope than Gunn's sug
gested limitation,

Yaroslavsky's proposal called for
appointment of Chairpersons Péggy’
Stevenson of the Council's Govern
ment Efficiency Committee, Gilbert:

Lindsay of the Police, Fire and Civil

Defense Committee and Ernani Ber<
nardi of the State, County and Feder-
al Affairs Committee, .

« In addition, Gibson would be emJ
powered to appoint two other mems
bers. Gibson said Wednesday that if
the ad hoc committee finally is ape
proved, he would appoint Yaroslave
gky and probably Councilman John
Ferraro,aformermemberofthePo-

I N 3
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Bs' D.N; OPPENHEIMER .
erald-Examiner Staff Writer &

City Council Presiden
John.S. Gibson Jr. would be
Puthori'zed to appoint a spe
cial committee to probe the
E‘ohce Dept.’s investigation oi

e 1968 Sen. Robert F. Ken

edy assassination under

ules Committee proposal. «
E“The Council’s Rules Com:

ttee voted 3-1 yesterday.for
lhe probe, originally propose
py Councilman Ze
‘aroslavsky.

Yaroslavsky asked ‘tha
Gibson be authorized to dp
int an ad hoc comrittee’t
I'review the criminal ins

estigation procedures
‘carried out by the Police

pt. in connection with” thy
(Kennedy assassination.
He said the special com
mittee should include th

*halrpersqns ‘of the Council’
l rovernmental Efﬁuency
lice, Flte nd Civi} Dej

fense: and
Ffedm.al_ wAf

-]

“Rules - Lommlttee ‘(,haxr
man Loui§' R. Nowell cast th
nly dissenting vote after sug
Eestmg that a standing coun
%l committee could revie
‘e investigation without th
ieed for a special panel.
Speaking for the Polic
Dept. Cdr. Joseph Gunn sai
‘e agency weuld welcome’ :1
eview of "its criminal in
vestigation procedures,. but:
liscouraged specific reopen;
ng of the Kennedy case.
He said property taken by
he Police. Dept,, after Ken
iedy was shot was disposed-o
n the same way as police
iispose of property in -other
omicide cases.
He also noted that the con-|
qiction of Sirhan B. Sirhan for]
iennedy’s murder has

‘:tlhxitmd to U.S. Sugtremei

\Glbson Jr. Urged'
To Head N
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@,gshons Dafe RFK
Evu&ence Desiroyedl

NEW -YO_RK (AP) —

former eongressman mad
public a memo Wednesda
at he said raises question

ssination of Sen. Robert Fj
Kennedy was destroyed )

Allard Lowenstem told
news conference he wa
irying to resolve apparen
dxscrepancnes and was  no
proposing a conspiracy theo

y. .
i Los Angeles police dis
rlosed last week they'had d

edy was killed on the night of
e California presidential
rimary, June 5, 1968. .The
anels were saxd to contain
“hree bullet, holes.
‘Lowenstem a former
ll)emocratlc congressman and
En initiator of the 1968 “dump

ohnson’, miovement, - quote
sst-> Police, Chlef -Dary

es asisy ; the pajel
-e‘\,r sestroved 1 June 1969.

:ﬁ “q‘ SPUSIIRIn distributed

ce nemo from’a’ boérdn
‘Chief of 'Poljcé E
M "Davié  feportitigof a probe
of claims that errors were]
nade in the téchnical in-
vestigation.
Dated Oct. 11, 1971, it calls
he probe a “re-evaluanon o
_he evidence” and says: “A
nspection of the ceiling tile
-emoved from the pantry an
2 study of the schematic dia
gram showing the trajectory

of the bullets fired b
(_&ma;q.s“han refute th
tontention e]
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L OW I GWETSTEIn - asEea{
%ould' the “bbard of -Inquiry
have .inspected the ceiling
tiles in-1971 if they were de
stroyed in" 19697 If- they did
not study * the tiles, what
ev1dence did they study? ‘he
asked .

l Lowenstem mamtams thal
the tiles, combined with othe J
ewdence ‘may-raise a ques

tion 'ds to whetheér hine shotsj

'Were fired. ‘The gun used by

was convu:ted a

-~

! '

: --"./

v
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LAPD FacingProbe - = -
Over Kennedy Case .

By United Press International

A Los Angeles City Coun-
eil committee Wednesday
Fpproved an investigation of
the Police Department’s
handling of the assassination
of Sen. Robert Kennedy. . -

The committee action,
which is expected to be ap-
proved by the full council,'-
spens a new front in the
proliferating probes into the
1968 assassination. -

It was apparently brought
bn by revelation last week
that police destroyed the
bullet-punctured ceiling
panels removed from the
kitchen of the Ambassador.
Hotel, where Kennedy was
shot. At issue in all the in-
vestigations is whether a
“second gun'’ may have
veen fired, in addition to the
pistol emptied at Kennedy
by convicted assassin
Sirhan B. Sirhan.

. The rules committee, by a
3-1 vote, approved a motion
calling for appointment of a
fwe member committee
charged with “reviewing
the criminal investigation
procedures” used by the
department in the case,

The sponsor oE the
motion, newly elected Coun-
cilman Zev Yaroslavsky,
declined to describe the
scope of the investigation he
wants. Council” President
John 8. Gibson said that if
the motion passes the full
council, he. will appoint

aroslquky to the

estigating cofnfifites. !

g e e

"~
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-Week, under pr

.Proponents of the ““second : Yarqslavsky hag led the
gin'-théery argue that the effort to add the City Coun-
number and angles of bullet cil to county and court in-
holes ‘in the ceiling panels vestigations of the assas-
and a door frame might sination. He appeared to
show, when added to the have won over most of the
bullets recovered from Ken- other members to his view.
pedy 'and wounded His-motion requesting the
bystanders, that more shots Police Commission to turn
had been fired than the eight over all files, records,
in Sirhan's revolver, prov- evidence and other material
ing that another gun was from the assassination was
fired in the melee. The cosponsored by eight of the
theory does not absolve 14other council nembers.

. Sirhan, who was seen by That motion is still in

scores of witnesses firing at committee but is almost
Kennedy from only a few certain to pass. The com-
feet away. mission has refused to make
P P limt_congé: ed l%st public its files on the in-
! ] INg Oy the yestigation, ‘and has in-
council, that the panels had dicated it will refuse to go
been destroyed five years along with the council re-
ago.. A police spokesman quest when it receives for-
said the panels were irrele- mal approval.
vant to the prosecution of Commissioners said that
Sirhan, unneeded for the investigative procedures
trial and had been subjected and the reputations of inno-
to all necessary analyses cent persons would be
and investigations before harmed by making public
they were destroyed. all files, but they agreed to
. The counly supervisors provide wrillen answers-to
have told the district -at- WEITEEN Giiestionss——:
torney and county counsel to
cooperate with efforts fo
reopen the investigation. A
court has ordered Sithan’s
gun refired to settle chal-
lenges over ballistic
evidence. e
Yaroslavsky said an
investigation by the council
is needed because the Police
Commission and depart-
ment have proved they can-
not look inte the Kennedy
case in a “‘satisfactory man-

‘mer.” .

‘A police spokesman,
Cmdr. Joe Gunn, told the
rules committee the depart
ment would welcome an in-
quiry into how homicide

- pvidenece is handled and dis-

posed of, but doubted the in-
quiry would be useful, He
pointed out that Sirhan’s
conviction has been. upheld
twice by the U.S. Supreme

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" Fan_el"ﬁ'l'o‘ Study :
Procedures Used by
Police in Probe . - /

BY JOHN KENDALL
and BILL FARR
Times Staff Writers

Ngarly ‘seven-years .after the-case
Was officially considered - closed, the
Clty Council -decided’ Friday to re-
view the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ent's procedures-in the investiga-

ion of the assassination of 'Sen. !

Robert F. Kennedy.
Counicil ‘members—'in apparent re-

ponse to growing public questlon#
and demands to reopen aspects of the
case—voted 10 to I to form a special
ive-member committee to.conduct
he review. _
L Meanwhile Friday; two private pe-
itioners who had taken court’action;
to get access to police case informa:
5101'1 lost beforé Los Angeles Superio
udge Norman Dowds,
Dowds refused to order the LAPD
open its files on the Kehnedy as
sassmatlon to CBS Television and;
Paul, Schrade, one of .five persong N
{wounded at the time Sen. Kennedy)

was shot. !
%’After the council vote, Councilman

ev Yaroslavsky expressed pleasure
ith the decision. He described it

"great step forward" " for the coun
il in assert.mg its responsibility fo

egislative inquiry. M/
The freshman legislator offered

resolution for, formation of an ad ho
committee last week after the LAP:
disclosed that ‘ceiling panels take
from the Ambassador's pantry ha
een destroyed.
Asst. Police Chief Daryl Gates tol
he council the panéls only had valu
evidence when they were exa
ined in the pantry where Kenned

as shot. Three bullet holes were -
W ey

=
T

W)
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* ‘er .ad hoc . committee?"--he asked:

evidence.

le could nof rely on the Police
C because it is the govern
mg body of the Police Depar’tmenﬂ
and part of the executive branch o
Bovernment of the.city,” Yaroslavsky
said.
During the debate on Yaroslavsky's
motion, Councilman Marvin Braude,
who. voted against the resolution
argued that questions about the Ken
Puedy case should be asked of the Po-
[lice Commission. _
"Why do we have to set up.anoth

PThis is nothing mote than a-policd
review hoard, and-it discredits she Po!
lice Compdission.™, stk _on_im o o0

i-The LAPD'S position .was expressed;
by LAPD Gorid Toe: Gurind He-gaid

+ the departtienit” had: rio :objection to

an’ inquiry into methods of -dispésin
of property not introducg{d_ "a
However, he said, "We think it!
would be_a mistake to have an ad
hoc committee to look specifically
into the assassination. of Robert F.
Kennedy. . TR ‘
I "We don't think that is the, issuel
We think the issue is: How did the
Los Angeles Police Department dls-:
pose of property that is not introd
duced into, court?" .

N, "

b,

The question of scope of the review,
,seemed. certain to become a centraﬂ
of the special committee. J
Formation of the committee wa
approved by council members: Joh
S. Gibson Jr., Ernani Bernardi, David
Cunningham, Robert Farrell, Joh
Ferraro, Gilbert Lindsay, Arthur. KJ
Snyder, Peggy Stevenson,: Joel
Wachs and Yaroslavsky. E
i Council members Louis R. Nowell
" Pat Russell, Robert M. Wilkinséh a;n‘c'i
Donald D, Lorenzen were not present

for the final vote. - I
-1 The special committee will includ

Yaroslavsky, Stevenson, Bernardi,

Lindsay and Ferraro. Ea

Farrell offered an .amendmént-'-.l:q

empower the ad hoc committee to
conduet "investigations relative 1
other incidents of alleged police-mis:
leonduct" but it failed by a 3-8 vote.

At the same time the topic was b
fore the City Council, Dowds wa:
earing lengthy legal arguments o
he efforts by CBS. and Schrade {

have the police files on the investiga4 ¢

; ) _ € from the ==fommission, Police. Denart
Elm openegl_to the news media and inentand the city  attorney’s office,
1C. :

ermmmm——nTY

issue in early organizational meetlﬁ:;J f

[ ;Bath CES and Schrade ekd
ng access to-the Police Depariment's
ﬁ'o;volume’sumal‘-)"ﬂf the-investiga
tion. Sehrade’s petition {wa_s broader
4nd agked for- se ‘of gl phivsies
T Sidenot plis The sart 50,000 et
investigative ‘ddcuments in*the p
session of the police.
.. Ultimately, Dowds turned dow
both petitions on the simple leg:
point: that records of a police investi
gation are-specifically exempted fron
forced' disclosure under the stat
Public Records Act.

' ; L}
{ Howard Privett, a Los Angele
lawyer- representing CBS, unsucce:
fully urged that Dowds adopt th
concept in the federal Freedom of In-
formation Act which exempts polic
agency records only if there is an on-
going investigation.
| However, the judge stated, "If any-
one is interested in my personal opin-
don, T, think -that this long' after the
event the Police Department and Po-
lice Commission: could consider dis-
closure of these records.”

Dowds also maintained that the re
lease of the records is “essentially
political question," and added, “If yo

don't like what the-city® offi¢ials do}
]

row thefrascals out" .
é}; CBS t.‘la\p? _Sclgg'g)deégigcjﬂed toagk fd'"p
'm%s%gnn%g%eaaﬂtﬁex s
month'ago.” . _ -1
' Schrade's’ attorney, C. Stepﬁ”ex%
Howard, said of, the commission an
;the Police Department, "They hav
Stonewalled it, in the parlatice o
Wwatergate. They have stonewalled i

Dion Morrow, a special ¢ounsel de
fending the police in this action, too
exception to Howard's remark an
told Dowds he. thought the commen
Was "grossly unfair" in view of proce
‘dures set up by the commission °
handle inquiries on the Kennedy case]

The commissioners vetoed the CBS
Eld Schrade requests on the grounds

at release of the files would breach

f some innocent persons.
But they’ subsequently established
procedure to answer questiong

questions are to be written and thd
replies will be prepared by a, commit
lee comprised of representatives

’
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Proponents of  reopening
he Robert F. X{ennedy as-
;assination case‘have taken
e step forward and one qtep
Jack.

A Superior Court ]udge
ere rejecled 2 suit to open
colice files on the slaying, but
e City Council set up a com-
mittee fo study the Police
depl.'s  proceduwres in in-
vestigating the i%68 shooting:

The court ruiing yesterday
nvolved Columbia Broad-
=asting Systemn and one-time
Tohert Kennedy <¢ampaign
1id Paul Schrade’s bid to open
olice files.

Judga Norman R. Dowds
wuled a summary of the in-
restigation of Kennedy's
nurdar ic avamnt frarm public

r n publie
fisclosure as an internal re-

:ord of an official in-
‘gstigative agency.

The judge rejected argu-
nents by CBS attorney How-
:rd Privett and Schrade's
awyer, C. Stephen Howard,
nat confidentiality of the
ummary has been destroved
urough sclective disclosure
f it to writers involved in
Yeputy Police Chief Roberi
lIoughton’s book, ““pecxal
Jnit Senator.”

* Deputy’ City Atty Dion
Jdorrow successfully argued
hat the attorneys had failed
o prove the summary had
aeen shown te Houghton's co-
wthor or other writers.
rivett and Howard had
Jaimed it was the Police
Jept.’s responsibility to
iwove that they had not dxs-
Josed if.

Privett said Judge Dowds
wling probably will be ap-
iealed. CBS and other per-
:ons interested in reopening
he issue of whether convicted
dayer Sirhan B. Sirhan acted
done in the murder have
aunched a series of court
jids to re-examine both trial
widence and the Police Dept.
AANNE 6f the investigation.

i
Uit i@

r

LOsSE

(TR —————,

i
.E%?ﬁ% .

. L]
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~Meanwhile. at_City Hall
ycsterday, five Clty .Council
members were natned to a
special ad hoc committee to
study the Police Dept.'s crim-
inal investigation pracedures
related to the Kennedy as-
sassination.

Council President John S.
Gibson Jr. named Zev
Yaroslavsky and John Fer
raro, along with three desig-
1ated cummlttee chairmen to
‘he panel proposed last week
3y Yaroslavsky and aporoved
yesterday by the full council.

Serving with the two
Gibson cheices will be Kmani
Bernardi of the council’s
State, County and Federal Af-
fairs Committee, Peggy
Stevenson of the Governmen-
tal- Efficiency Committee,
and Gilbert W. Lindsay of the
Police, Fire and Civil Defense
Committee.

The council voted 1¢-1 to
establish the committee de-
spite objections of police
spokesman. Cmdr. Joseph
Gunn and Councilman Marvin
Braude.

Gunn said the department

. would welcome a review of

police procedures and proper-
ty disposal by a standing
council committee but that
the department did not think
creation of a special commit:
tee would serve any purpose,

" Braude said appointrnent
of the ad hoc committee is
simijar te setting up a ““police
review board.” -

“The Police Commission
is the appropriate agency to
supervise - the department.”
Braude said, adding that
counicilmen could address any
questions it has to the com-
mission.

‘He said he felt such a com-
mittee would damage public
confidence in the Palice
Dept., but Yaroslavsky coun-
tered that it was his intention
Io restore confidence because
“public trust is at an all‘time
ow ™" Rammaned
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By Ummf Press | Imerm:ﬁonul '

i The Los Angeles Cit . ' ‘
Council, will: mvestlgat
olice .handling ‘of the

.._ssa_ssmat_xon of Sen. Robe’rl} . ' . - ~  ‘[(indicate page, name of -

newspaper, city and state.)

estlgation . : . . ; . -
Friday to set up-a specia_ . - . o --SANTA MONICA, CA-
committee to >~ probe . the - - S ' ‘

pohce department's, ac ' ‘

court action in‘taking ne

looks at the shooting of Ken) ' '

hedy in 1968, . o '
But Robert, Kenhedy Jt B : T '

23, said in a television inter : ’ \

view hére Friday he oppos

reopemng the investigation.
“I' think -I- can |pedk fo

ay famxly I'just don’t s

n)"i ‘need to pursue it,”

“All fit falkes i one craz- [+ . ' : ' Date:  8=30=75
oy’ ~for such an assasz - : : Edition: Saturday 3 Star
i ke '

, ﬁmm"wamm.g_ . P | Author:

editor:  RObert D. Funk

u] d ‘against a_request b - ' o Titte: KENSALT
BS " teleyisioti news. an : .
Pdg},.aSchrade for:a - cour

‘der requiring’ the' Police. , o : T : \ .
partmert to make pllblld . Character: ,
its secret fxles -on the assas o or
SiQ‘N oa. h - ‘ Classification: LA- 5 6—1 5 6*

Los Angeles

L Sghrad;;’a .»f.?é;n ']e;e:m ' ' - . / Submitting Office:
;:g‘”;z‘:‘ }".O‘Jll\‘(. " i ‘ M/ o [C] Being Investigated !
They-isked for ‘anofdefl - - 3 , . N
requmng the Police - YVL /L Vo =/ ( IM“O
“ommission to make public . - ‘ '
- 10-volume summary of the I !
avestigation and 50,000 : o .. ;
ages of mveshgators ) P
eports dnd other material| :

1e commission has turned .
own their request but
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i Judge Norman Dowds .

r ice fiTes are
speclfxcally exempt from
the state'public records law!
But he added -that “in my,
personal opinion, I think
that this long after the event
the Police Department and
the' Police commission
could consider disclosure of
Lhese records.”

{ AS part ‘of another court ‘

action brought by Schrade)
Sirhan’s pistol was ordered
i‘ehred to provide fresh ev1
dence for ballistics experts
The County: Board of Super:
visors told_the district at!
torney’s office, which had
resisted such -efforts, and'
the. county counsel’s office
to help the renewed in;
vestlgatlons J
Sirhan B. Sirhan, seen b
scores of witnesses emptyI
ing a revolver into Kennedy
at close range in the. lutchen
of the Ambassador Hotel i in
1968 just after Kennedy wor
the California Democratig

pyesidential primary, is
'ser.ving_li%e.in_m_'_'
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By EDD CLARK

. Herald-Examiner Statf Writer - )

Final approvl - to probe ballistics
evidence in the assassination of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy is expected today from Presiding
Judge Robert A. Wenke of -Los Angeles Supe :
rior Court. 7

The hearmg was set to finalize gmunc
rules and procedures for the limited probe o;
controversial evidence which Judge Wenl\(
approved in principle last month,

The judge acted on petitions filed by the
Columbia Broadcasting -Svstem and formel
Kennedy campaign aide Paul Schrade. one of
five persons wounded when convicted killel
Sirhan B. Sirhan launched a wild. shooting
spree in the Ambassador Hotel pantry June 5
1968.

" The senator was at the hotel to celebrat
his victory in the California Presidentia
Primary election,

CBS and "Schrade “ere joined. in ghe !
petition by County Counsel John Larsen aric
Dist. Attv speclal counsel Tom Kranz. Bott
cting Dist. Atty. John Howard and the Coun-

y- Board of Supervisors have agreed Sirhar

ial ballistics evidence should be regexaminec )

0: elear up a Imgermg public controversy : '
bout a so-called “second gun,” or con
Spiracy theory in the slaying. :

- Geperal agreement already has’ beer
reached on appointment of a"panel of experts
lo tonduct the limited probe..

- Except for certain reservations concern’
ing physical control and scope of the probe,

agreement also has been reached on items of
vidence which should” be ' subject 10 reex-,

amination. { "

Los Angeles police criminalist DeWayne
Wolfer, however. has filed a “friend of the,
court™ position objecting to the procedure on
prounds that the panel of experts is biased in -
favor of a conspiracy theorv.

Wolfer's lawyer. Goorne Franscell also . - .
questions whether legal authorltv or good : -
rause exists to have the evidence rees- ’
amined. Judge Wenke has indicated he will

rile on this issue prior to final approval of the
nel and ground rules for the-orébe.- - .
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‘The_prjncipal pelmnnerq have reache(
agreement holding the proposed items of tria
evidence subject to examination as:

e The bullets and builet fragments re
covered from Kennedy's body and the bodies
of five persons wounded in the shooting
Sirhan’s gun and eight spent cartridges plus
two live .22 caliber rounds taken from it after
the shooting.

*® Also, photographic ewdeme used in the
trlal the senator's clothing. four test-bullets

" fired prior to the trial but not placed in

évidence, and Coroner Thomas .I }\oguchl s

. a_utopqv report.

This evidence will be examined bv roren-
sic science experts Courtland Cunmngham_ of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation: Stanton
0. Berg of Minneapolis: Lowell W. Bradford
of San Jose: Donald Champagne of Florida,
Alfred Biasofti of the California Department
of Justice: and Mlchlgan State Umversny

m'ofeqsor Ralph Turne
“The panel WIIT ¢ ﬂelemune W ncther

+ @ The exhibits are still in a condition that
will make accurate testing possible.

© The new tests cnnrlrm Wolfer’s original
findings.

e And If there is ovxdence which could
support a **secdnd gun” theory.

Each of the forensic exoerts. lnLIUdHlE a
seventh panel member still to be named by
Sirhan. is to make an independent report of
his conclusions.

The District Attornev's Office has filed ¢
formal statement questioning whether. the
scope of the propesed examination exceeds
the original limits of the proposed probe —
and an objection to the procedure being
¢arried. out under the county clerk's super-
vision rather than direct court tontrol. -

* Schrade's attomeys also have proposed
thiat American t\cademv of FoxensmdSmenCelf
President Robert J. Joling be named overa
Supervisor of. the 1mest1gat1ve pa"n"e[ s
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Rey. Oliver B Owen's $§1-
million slander suit against a
television station has become
the latest forum for
challenging  the” lone-gun
{ [theory of the assassination of
1 |Sen. Robert F. Kennedy seven
+ |years ago. . '
1} Attorney- Vincent T. -
3 BugllOSl. representing- the’
4 |television station, opened the
issue yesterday with a string
7 {of witnesses intended .to
4 lestablish a pre-assassination
4 |link between convicted siayer
Sirhan B. Sirhan and Owen.
Owen’s suit is based upon a
contention that KCOP
executive John Hopkins sian-
dered him in July, 1968, by
allegedly saying that the.
evangelist’s religious
geogram had been cancelled

cause he was a “‘thief who
burned down a number of
churches in Arizona and was
4 |involved in the assassination
4 tof-Sen. Kennedy.”
4| Bugliosi's prime witness in
4 [the trial; before Superior -
§ |Court Judge Jack A. Crickard,

4 Iwas San Bernardino County
|horse rancher William Lee

- |Powers, who alleged that Rev.
Owen turned up at a Santa

JAna stable shortly before the
ssassination with a roll of
1,000 bills, a luxury car and
4 {two companions — one whom
{ [Powers tentatively 1dentmed
s being Sirhan.

Powers also testified Rev.
Owen had mentioned Sirhan's
pame several months before
{ the assassination in_connec-
tion with some  horse-
groommg matters.

Bugliost hinted at a possxble
Los Angeles police evidence
cover-up because a depart~
ment investigation concluded
Rev. Owen's report of picking
Sirhan up as a hitchhiker §n
downtown Los Angeles the
day before. the murder was
faise and.an attempt to get
pUDTCILY. ——

' "\NDW SUIT TEE@ TO
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1_Rev. Owen testified he had -

‘iever seen Sirhan bfore June
3, and that he had obtained the
large-denomination bills from
evangelical fund-raising ac-
tivities in Northern California.
He identified the two men who
were with him in the
amtomobile as a long-time
friend, Johnny Gray, and one
IOW e - BT
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Sirhan s Gun Slated
|For Balhstuc Tests .

- By_ Unl!‘e.d_l’_v_ls_i_lpl_nl.lc_n_onol -

Seven ballistics. experts
across the nation will carry,
ut independent tests on
Sirhan Sirhan’s pistol under
4 judge’s order to determine
whether another - gun was
fired in the assassination of
Robert Kennedy.

First they have to deter-
mine whether the pistol and
bullets recovered in the
Kennedy slaying were
preserved well enough to be
valid evidence after seven
years §

‘The new tests are the '
tesult of continued pressure
ry “second gun” theorists

who say there is evidence to

0w that more hullets were
?ll}‘ed ltn the Kennedv slaving \

than Sirhan’s revolver held;
nd that some of the
recovered bullets could not
ave come-from his pistol.
“The presiding judge of the
uperior Court of Los
Angeles County, Robert
Wenke, Thursday accepted
the ground rules for reex-
mination of the pistol,
orked out by 13 attorneys
in a civil suit.
~ The panel ‘of ballisticians
iand criminalists includes
experts from.the FBI,
bohce departments, univer;
sities and private institutes
from California, Min
nesota, Mlchlgan and
Washmgton. DC. . -7
The suit was brought by
CBS-TV and Paul Schradej
one of the five person
wounded in the Kennedy
shooting, and joined by at-

torneys for Sirhan, .the
state, colinty.and ety

e
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*.Wenke.rejected a'n.ap%eal
by Dewayne Wolfér, the Los
Angeles Police Department
criminalist who conducted
the original tests, to block
the'new examination as an
affront to his reputation. He
ordered Wolfer to appear af
a hearing Tuesday to certify
that the pistol and other ex:
hibits to be turned over tc
the panel are the ones he
tested. .
. Wolfer - argued that the
condition -of the pistol, bul-
lets, and bullet fragments
has changed so greatly dur-
ing the years since the 1968
assassination that the new
tésts will be meaningless.
. - The judge said the first
question.the seven panelists
have been asked to answer
is: “Is the condition of the
exhibits at the present time
such that a reliable
firearms identifications can
now be made?” .
.+ Deputy District Attorney
Dinko ‘Bozanich also called
for a full hearing into
charges the exhibits are no
longer reliable, perhaps
because of alleged
negligence in the county
clerk’s office. o
;. He said the material ha
been repeatedly handled by
inauthorized persons in
violation of court orders.
» The judge delayed a deci-
sion until he studies a 700-
page transcript of "1971
rand jury proceedings into
€ neglidence cHATEES. "
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! . Los Angeles Police crimi-
palist DeWayne Wolfer and
he Sirhan B. Sirhan murder
rial evidence have been or-
dered into court Tuesday to
jbegin a miniprobe of the 1968
sassination of Sen. Roben
". Kennedy.

Superior Court Presiding
udge Robert A. Wenke is-:
sued subpoenas for Wolfer,
the evidence and a represent:
atwe o. County Clerk
vuu(,u\.t. a. mucnl _y:.au.luav
as he formally launched a
limited ballistics probe ap-
proved in principle’ last’
month. )

Tuesday’s hearing to es-
tablish authenticity of” ‘the
evidence and Wolfer's opinion
bout its current condition,

s set after Judge Wenke
jected a petition by the
riminalist’s lawyer, George'
Franscell, challengmg au:
thority for the probe and the
“objectivity” of a six-mem-
ber panel of ballistics experts
named to review the dlsputed.
evxdence

The panel of iorensnc ex- .
perts, originally seven, was !
chosen by agreement among
prmctpals involved in a' move |
to re-examine the ballistics |

pvidence. The panel number' | .
pvi

‘a8 _reduced by, the un-.
availability of Florida Dept

of Law Enforcement crimi-
nalist Donald Chamnam"é‘"" !

>

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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The petition to re-examne

Kennedy assasSTiafion
ballistics evidence including a
new test-firing of Sirhan B.
Sirhan’s gun was filed by at-
torneys for Columbia Broad-
casting System and Kennedy
campaign aide Paul Schrade,
one of five persons wounded
in the shooting -t the Am-
bassado_r: Hotel,

Reacting to - Supervisor
Baxter Ward's criticism of
his “‘objectivity” who prose-
cuted Sirhan, appointed at-
torney Tom Kranz as special
counsel for the miniprobe. .

However, Dep. Dist, Atty.
Dinko Bozanich accompanied
Kranz to the hearing yester-
day and launched an unsne-
cessiul pltea to subpoena
ballistics expert William
Harper and 34 other persons
in an effort to direct the probe
toward the question of wheth-
er unauthorized handling of
exhibits during the past seven

‘years destroyed their use-

fulness for retesting, ]
Bozanich and Kranz coun-
tered that the public’s right to .
know “implicitly includes the
right_not to be further_ cons
fused.” .. - . '
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Sirhian C
Los Angeles Police crimi-
‘nologist DeWayne Wolfer has
launched a multi-pronged at-
tack against plans for re-
testing ballistics evidence
used in - the conviction of
‘Sirhan B. Sirhan for the 1968
murder of Sen. Robert F,
Kennedy. ‘ ’

The attacks came in a peti-
tion filed on Wolfer's behalf
yesterday by Attorney
George Francell.

The petition protested Su-
perior Court Presiding Judge
Robert A. Wenke’s tentative
decision to have Sirhan’s gun
re-tested under court-im-
posed restrictions intended to
protect integrity of evidence.

- Wolfer claimed the pane!
of firearms experts chosen by
agreement between the
state’s .Aftorney General Co-
lumbia Broadcasting Systemn
and onetime Kennedy aide
A mwa UG UG, W aaouu  abi
favor of a conspiracy or
second-gun theory for the
slaying. '

Wolfer also charged that
tentative procedures are sim-
ilarly biased and that there is
neither authority nor good
cause. {0 reexamine the
evidence or test the gun.

Judge Wenke, who made a
tentative ‘order. to re-test the
weapon, is scheduled to rule
on the specific test pro-
cedures. Thursday. Actual
tests are supposed to begin
Sept. 22; if written fermis3ton
by Sirhan and his lawvers is
jobtained in writing by that
time.

CBS. Schrade, Deputy
Atty. Gen Russell Iungerich
and Asst. Chief Deputy Coun-
ty Counsel Robert C. Lynch
have dgreed in principle on,
procedures and six of the sev-i
en firearms experis named to
test the weapons and examine
trial evidence under County
Clerk supervision.

Deputy Dist. Atty. Dinko J.
jBozanich has called for direct
‘court control of the testimony,
vand has requested that the]-

i

ballistics testing follow tradi!
onal microscope examina-

IO THOThDdS.  S=e——a

Gun-Probe

e
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" is reserved for a Sirhan- that **

|

; mn expressedfear , Ferrarp indicated he_had
il e experts, rather supported creation of the .re-
'cedureset hcotxirt, c'or'1tro_l pro- view committee in order. to
pocur s ]e public’s right to look at police procedures in
b could be transformed general as well as the Ken-
in (')nz:enght to be confuseq:" nedy investigation.
seventh panel position  After chiding Yaroslavsky
v . ou are assuming that
:2:1533 e;pert_who is yet to bei the izvestigation .wasg im-’
expert Courtiand Cun | FOPeT: Feraro reminded
ningham, ballistics man Stan-! the commitiee that “ihere

ton O. Berg. of Minneapolis;
Lowell W. Bradford: of San
Jose: Donald Champagne, of
the Florida Dept. of Law En-
forcement: Alfred Biasotti, of

was a person (Sirhan B.
Sirhan) brought to justice and
something about the in-
vgstigation wag,_correct
enough to-convince a jury.”

the California Dept. of Jus!'
tice; and Michigan State Uni-

versity Professot Ral
Turner. pl}
"~ Meanwhile, at City Hall,
controversy has flared over

- the name, task and scope of a

City: Council special ad hoc
committee appointed to probe
police procedures employed
during the investigation of the
assassination. .

The only “decision made '
yesierday duving the
committee’s first session in-
volved the selection of Coun-,
cilmen Emani Bernardi as
chairman and John Ferraro
as vice-chairman. Indications
of a commitee split were ap-
parent during that procedure
when three members- were
nominated for each job.

Freshman Councilman
Zev Yaroslavsky, who in-
ftiated the creation of the
compmittee, called for a wide-.

ranging investigation of the

, 1968.shooting, and said flatly,
* «] dom’t trust the Police Com-

mission.” - - i
- His remark followed a pro-
posal by Bemardi and Fer-
raro that the committee-
should check with the Board
of Police Commissioners for
information as to the avail-
ability of police files in the
case. o

The meeting ended with a
vote to postpone selection of a
committee name: until tran-
scripts of the council dis+
cussion, which proceeded ap-
pointment of the five-member

nel _could be reviewed.to
determine legislative intent:
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Panel To Pursue
Investigation
Of RFK Killing

A newly formed L
Angeles council commlt
intends to gq ahead with -
probe of the police depart
!nent’s handling of evidenc
in the Robert F. Kenned
assassination despite a ple
py Kennedy’s son to drop th
effort, City Councilrnan Zev

aroslavsky said Thursday.

Yaroslavsky, who repre
ents the West Los Angele:
rea, was respondmg t

comments made in Ne
,York this morning by 21
year-old Robert F. Kennedy
r. He said the counci
revnew is “the city’s busi
ness.’

Kennedy, asked by news-
men ‘about efforts in Los
lAngeles to reopen the case,
commented, they should let
t go, just leave it.”
Yaroslavsky said he un
derstood the Kennedy|
family’s concern; *“‘I'm sen-
sitive it to,and I apprecxate
their situation.”
“But it's really the city’s
business,” he added. ‘“We're
conducting a review of th
mvestlgatlon of the Lo
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Ke%nedy sSon Objects To Reopenmg-ﬁaee

‘ NEW YORK (UPI) —
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., say
he opposes. reopening th
investigation into the assas-
smatlon of his father. |
- The 21-year-old son of th
ate New York senator, ap
pearing Thursday at a new
conference to promote a
ttelemsmn special, was
sked his opinion of -th
heory that a second gu

was i
'?‘fggggt triln tﬂere 5 any-

hing to it,” he said. “I thin
all it “takes is one -craz

" As to whether the prob
nto the Robert Kennedy
ssassination should b ,
reopefied, his son’ said
“They should let it go, Jus
leave if.'s. -
I Kelmedy isi a narrato
lnterv:ewer\ in a.’specia
st Frontier.”
lhlm &kenya
§ Kennedy said he i takm
a semester’s leave this yea

from Harvard, where he i
majoring in America
history, to travel through
the South to gather materia
on a senior thesis o
outherh populism. Then

111 finish up his un
Eergraduate stgdles anj
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dentitication of
Sirhan Data Ends
Way Cleared for Expeits to Try

to Discover if 2nd Gun Was Fired
. . BY JOHN KENDALL '

Times Statf Writer

The way was cleared Thursday for experts to attempt
to conclusivély determine whether a second gun was fired
at the time Sen. Robert ', Kennedy was assassinatéd sev
€n years ago. C o .

Superior Judge Robert A, Wenke and a battery of 1
'Lz‘.ttbrneys .completed identification of evidence-introduc
in.the 1969 trial of convicted dssassin Sirhan B. Sirhan.
LSeiren experts frorh around the; hation will be assembl
—=—perhaps next week—to-organize their examination oﬁ
he evidence, including Sirhan's-gun.and bullets suppo'sed‘

y fired fromit. =~ | . .
Their charge will be to determine whether it might b
mecessary to fire the weapon again and to answer the
uestion: "Do the exhibits in any way support a conclu:
Ei'on that a second weapon, was fired at the timé of the a ]

assination?" - .

Another hearing is scheduled before , Wenke n

Thursday to examine any other reports which may hav

been folind in Los Angelés’Police Department files of th
f \

Kennedy case. : .
. Possible existence. of additional reports was indicate

Thursday in the testimony of LAPD crime laboratory,
hief DeWayne Wolfer. ! CL |
{" Under questioning, ‘the-criminalist repeatedly identified)
items of evidence which he had examined before the Sir4
han frial, and said he assumed he had prepared reports on|
his study of them. - .

Wolfer said in several instances, howéver, he did not re4
member what were the' results of his examinatioris bj

cause he had no reports before him. - 1.

He repeatedly qualified his.answers to specific questions
about what tests he performed with references to the fact
they had been completed seven ‘years ago., . .
‘Wolfer ended two full days on'the witness stand, Thurs-
day afternoon. | _ , .
Outside the courtroom, Godfrey Isaac,.répresenting Sir-
han, eriticized the LAPD foriot producing the records to-
which Wolfer referred. |

"The Police Department is determined that we shall not,
get the facts," he sdid. ; t _
"I denit. believe he (Wolfer) has the total lack of recall
on perhaps the most important case he has ever had."
Attorney Mel Levine, representing Paul Schrade, ene of
five persons wounded at the time Kennedy was. shot, said
it did not appear that Wolfer had refreshied his memory
froim police files before testifying. . !

"We are going to ask for the records in every case|

<

whete Wolfer indicated he may have made a test," the at-/ .

il
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Superior Court proceed-
ings-in the limited probe loé . .
ballistics -evidence in thé o page, name of

Sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial - _ ‘,{:;‘,‘::;p;;, Tity and state.)
have been recessed until Sept. . ‘

2. though a pane) of forensic
experts may still hold their

mltlﬁl 'meetmg here next ' _ B ] A;g ‘HERALD EXAMINER
N Presiding Judge Robert A) . | LOS ANGLLES, Ca

Wenke ordered the recess
vesterday after Los Angeles
police criminologist Dewayne
Wolfer completed an ex-
amination and identification
of some 20 exhibits used in
Sirhan’s 1968 trial for as,
sassinating Sen. Robert Fi
Kennedy.

Wolfers identification and’
cross-examination this week
compieted the nrst pnase ot
the probe, ordered last month
on a petition filed by Colum-

hia_Broadcasting Ssvtem and :
one time Kennedy aide Paul d

Schrade.

.Next week’s Superlon
Court hearing is set {o con-.
ider. requests*for Los Angel-
s Police Dept. -records re-
ated to Wolfer's crime labl

nvestigation of Sirhan .' . ' - i
Ballistic evidence. _ Datet = 9-19-75
The initial meeting of the Editlon: ppriday La test
* en-member firearms iden- Author:
tification panel is intended to <
coordinate and finalize pro- . Editer: Donald Goodenow

ceedural activities for an in- : Title:  KENSALT
dependent re-examination of : .

hhe ballistics evidence and a
probable new test firing of

Sirhan’s weapon. 2 . Character:
Preliminary testing of the or
evidence itself. which . ‘ " | classification: LA—56—156*

originally was scheduled to

begin Monday, has been post-. " ' g Submitting Office: L,OS Angelééé

[:] Being Investigated

;ERIALI;ZB) - HLEIL- ]

pned pending completion of,

3 rrangements for condugtlgg
he new Lests, C
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Doubt Cast on State of
vidence in Kennedy ?robe

Gun Experi' Says Bullets Have Darkened, Marks -
on Them Are Not Exactly as They Were Origma"y

-_'“ BYJOHNKENDA!L@:IWHLMMFARR
to Tnnassmms Ak

LAPD crime laboratory cliief De-
Wayne A. Wolfer Wednesday east;
doubt on the current condition of
evidence bullets to be examined by
experts in reopening aspects of the
tnquiry on the assassination ot
Robert F. Kennedy. .

Near the end of a day-long appear
dnce on the witness stand, the 50
year-old criminalist was asked by
Dep. Dist. Atty. Dinko Bozanich
whether sirviations on two bullets
were in the same condition as whexi
|he-examined them.

{Striations are marks made on bul-
'letsastheypassthmughambar-

jrel}
"I]'l::d sure they are not,” Wolter re-

? Earlier, Wolfer had eomented
that bullets and shell easings he was
examining with a magnifying glass te

Wolfer prefaced many of his ari
: in his testimony with reminds
that he was trying to recalt what;
he had done seven years ago.
 Led off n _questioning by atbmmy

rough identification of evidence to ‘
presented later to experts for st M/

The ev:dence examined Wedms—
y included Sirhan Sirhan's gun,
#three test bullets marked with the .
g gun number and bullets takem : -

from Kenuedy's neck and from vice
tims Stroll and Ira Goldstent.

[
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M]_gd questioning, Wolfer said the
handwriting on exhibit 55 3t the Sit=
" han trial appeared to be his, but he
did, not .recall who gave him the

" wrong number appearing onit. .-
. ‘Theserial number on exhibit 55w
H-18602—belonved to a gun vsed by
Wolfer to muzile distance. and
sound tests and was not the Sirhan
gun number. as it was supposed t.o

| ! . ' . havebeen. o "
, *. Wolfer . examin e Kenn
Weisel.and Goldstein bulleF_%
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" tified he found the initials "DW* but he said he could not

g any tests on them other than iden ymg
the bullets as coming from Sirhan's gun.
< The ¢riminalist said he did not recall whether he made

any other tests on the Sirhan gun other than test firing it. . -

He sdid he did not remember examing the gun's cylinder..
- Wolfer indicated he used one of seven test bullets fired
from’ Sirhan's .22-caliber revolver to compare with the
evidence bullets, but he did not know xf he had marked
the one used for comparison. - emna

-, To the best of his recollection, Wolfer sald he only used
two guns for testing in the Kennedy case, Sirhan's weap-
on'and one similar to it used for sound and muzzle dxs-
;ance tests.

The: hearing- resumes today before Supenor Judge
Robert L. Wenke with Wolfer back on the stand.
¢ The next step in the proceeding will be reexamination
of .evidence by a panel of experts. They will be asked to
resolve, if possible, continuing speculation- -whether a see-
ond gun might have been fired in the Ambassador pantry
m]ﬁss e e P UL Alan,
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is incomplete. . =
. Discovery: that , evidence:
was missing came late, yes-
terday ‘'when a sealed en-
velope containing two live .22
cariridges and one expended
bullet taken from "Sirhan B.
Sirhan's - pocket ‘after the
murder were opened in the
Superiot Court of Presiding
Judge Robert A. Wenke, and
one of the cartridges was mis-
sing. ’ e
The envelope was one of 20
sealed cxhibits from Sirhan’s
trial which Los Angeles police
criminaiist DeWavne Wolfer
nay veen expring ang iden-,
tifying from the witness stand

for three days.
.QrWDSfer discovered a bullet

was missing when he opened
the envelope ‘tagged
“People’s 4.7 . - - T
- -County Clerk’s office crim:
inal records chief Dave Col:
eman hdd no immediate ex:
plahation about the exhibit,
which was last taken from its
sealed ‘enveloped in May,
. Dep. Dist. Atty. Rinko
Bozanich later charged that
the ‘missing bullet gives new
support to his position that
improper handling of ‘Sirhan
idence by the County Cierk
during the last seven vears
s destroved its “integrity”
and makes the court-order

llistics probe useless, .- ¢

Sirhan's attormey, Godirey'
ac, however, argued that
he missing. byjlet ohus oLher
*Irregularities’ I marking
nd handling the exhibits
lstrengthens his charge that
police and District Attorney
handling of the Sirhan in-

vestigation and prosecutign
d‘éme!a TS client a fair trial.

ist

Preliminary hearings in a.
probe of ballistic evidence in -
the 1968 slaying.of Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy aré expected
to_énd today. despite dis-
covery that one of the-exhibits

L. .

;; A
s .o
) a

: ng .
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*None of the attorneys re
resenting the C'(Tl'lTﬁfB'Fz;
Broadcasting .System. and
Paul Schrade indicated the
missing bullet itself has any
effect on planned re-testing of
Sirhan ballistics evidence .by

a'panel of firearms experts.
-‘The experts tentatively
are scheduled to begin scien-
tific re-examination of the
evidence Monday, providing
exhibits now before the court
are qualified as authentic,
and Sirhan’s consent to the

probe is obtained in writing.
. “The seven forensic experts
are spec1f1callv charged mth
'deCIdmg - i
|. o Whether the exhibits are
curtently . in condition to

'make reliable firea‘rms iden- -

ftification; -
. ! e If such 1dent|f1catlons
are possnble do they confirm
Wolfer’s original findings? °
1" @ And do the questioned
lexhibits in any way support a
conclusmn that a second
on was fired durin the

assassination?’
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Sirhan
Evidence
Probed

|

| Prehmmary exammatxon
lof the Sirhan B. Sirha

murder-trial ballistie

evidence by a pariel of foren
lsnc experts was to begin tod)

Jn Superior Court here.

Initial tests by seven. na
tlonal experts are intended t
'determine if Sirhan’s gun and
the bullets recovered from
the body of Sen. Robert F.
Kenredy and five. other per:
sons wounded in the 1968 Am-
bassador shooting are in con-|
dition for significant retest-
ing.

The seven experts were
brought here at county ex:
pense. yestérday, to conduct a
‘court-ordered probe of the
balhshcs exhibits in an effo
;o determine if any evidence
exists to support the second-
gun theory of the senator’s
death.

Tidewater Regional Labo-
atory forensic expert Pa-
rick Garland from Norfolk,
Va., was chosen the panel’s
court administrator. yester-
day. He was the last expert
chosen by agre‘ement of at-
torneys involved' in the peti-
tion to review the Sirhan
.evidence which was filed last;
jmonth by Columbia Broad-
lcasting System and former
\Kennedy campaign aide Paul
Schrade.

‘The other panel member
are FBI forensic. -exper
Courtland Cunningham of
Washington, Stanton O. Berg
of Minneapolis, Alfred A.
Basotti of Sacramento,
Lowell W. Bradford of San
Jose, Charles V. Morton of

Oakl d Ralpl rner of
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Seven firearms ' experts
‘have begun scientific tests to
detérmine if a second' gun
could have been used in the
‘assassination of Sen. Robert

IF. Kennedy,
l‘} The first order of business

n the court-ordered probe of]

allistics evidence from|
'Sirhan B. Sirhan’s 1968 trial i
to determine if about 20 ex-
hibits are in good enough con-|
dition fo make a reliaple fire-|
arms identification.

 The tests, which assistant!
ighief county. counsél Robe
C. Lynch yesterday said mayj
‘take all week,, are pre
liminary" t6 a - decision onI
‘whether Sirhan’s”.22 revolve
should be test-fired to aid i
tm ba‘!hslics testing. [!

or Cowrt Judge Rax
eu nm&emce lastJmonth or

dered the murder’ gun re-
tested to determine if the
evidence indicated a- seconq
gun had been- used durmg the
Ambassador Hotel shootmé
Feven years ago.

Thé judge. acted in re:
sponse to a petition filed by,
he Columbid Broadcastin
System and former Kennedy,
icampaign aide Paul Schrade1
. The county Board of Su]
pervisors, state attorney gen-
leral and Los Angeles distriet
attomey’s office later ]omed
in the request for reexamina-
tion of the ballistics evidence

The panel, headed by Nor
folk, Va., forensic expert. Paj
ftnck Garland was chosen by]

datw ers invelved in the peti-
m Achon s%

=3
-
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Preliminary examindtion
of . the Sirhan B. Sirhan
murder-trial ballistics
evidence by a panel of-foren-
sic experts was to begin today
in Superior Court here.
Iiitial tests by seven na-
tiorial experts are intended to
determine if Sirhan’s gun and
the bullets rTecovered from
the body of Sen. Robert F.
{ennedy and five other per-
ns wounded in the 1968 Am-
bassador shooting are in con-
dition for significant retest-
ing.
The fseven experts were
broughty here at county ex-
pense’ yéisterday, to copduct a

court-orjiered pro_pe of the

Tidewater Regional Labo-
Jra_tory forensic ‘expert Pa-
trick Garland from Norfolk,
Va., was chosen the panel's
jcourt administrator yester-;
.day. He was the last expert
ichosen by agreement of at-
torneys involved in the peti-
tion -to review the Sirhan
.evidence which was filed last
imonthi by Columbia Broad-
castmg System and former
Kennedy campaign; aide Paul
Schrade.

The other panel members
are FBI forenmsic -expert
Courtland Cunningham  of
‘Washington, Stanton 0. Berg
of Minneapolis, Alfred A
Basotti of Sacramente,
Lowell W. Bradferd of San
Jose, Charles V. Morton of

Oakland and Ralph Tuger of
Lansing, Mich’ .
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ice Expert
|C|zed in
Kennedy Probe

BY JOHN KENDALL *
Times Staff Writer

While seven experts examined
vidence in the Robert F. Kennedy
issassination, .the district. attarney's
pecial counsel Thursday cntmzeﬂ

he practices of a Los Angeles Police

l Thomas: F. Kranz, ‘appointed by
cting Dist. Atty. John Howard last,
onth in the "second, gun" inquiry,

said he did not doubt the validity of

{he conviction of Sithan B. Sirkian for.
{ennedy's murder severi years-ago.

. But he said the apparent lack of re-

orts by DeWayne Wolfer, the

LAPD's ballistics expert in the case
pnd now head of the: department’s
crime lab, "raised doubis as.to the
substance of the evidence in the case."

He suggested that the current in-
vestigation by’ a panel of experts
might be. erucial because it could be
the first thorough examination of the,
bullet evidence.

3

x

As far as he knew, Kranz sald the
LAPD had dofie a “tremendous“ job;
in probing the question-of conspiracy
in the Kennedy assassination. He said
other aspects. of the probe were de--
tailed in triplicate.,

" "The only area where ‘the reports
idre not complete is in the balhstlc ex-
amination," he said, -

Sirhan's attorney, Godfrey Issac,
and attorney Mel Lavine; represent-
ing Paul Schrade, one of five others’
Wounded when Kennedy was shot,
joined Kranz in raising . questmns'
abditthe case, . = ————.
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in the most important inveéStigation i
history," Levinie said. '
Wolfer testified last week at a hearing before Superior,
udge Robert A. Wenke that in several instances he could
", ot remember specifically what he had done seven yearj

iago, but he repeatedly said he assumed he had made re

jports on Various aspects of the investigation about which

he'was asked, i
_#T'wo police officers, Philip' I.. Sartuche and Gordon P!
McDevitt, were assigned to search department files for
’pons made by ‘Wolfer. They came to court Thursday
report what they found. .
l . Under questioning by attorneys, Sartuche said he did
mot find analyzed evidence reports prepared by Wolfer
ets taken from Schrade and the four other victims, Ir.
Ev - Stroll, Ira. Goldstein, William Weisel and Elizabeth
Evans. .o
| The investiga said he had searched police files where
¢ thought a]l ballistic evidence reports might be found, i

 "No," Sartuche replied. ’ -

il gun was fired in the 'Ambassador pantry
making' theif investigations Thursday in a jury °
}quipped with an array of scientific equipment.

"Théy are hard at work,® Wenke said. "They seem to
tisfied and I'm pleased about that.”

\

o5 you think of any other location?" Levine asked. | . |
“The selected to look nto the possibility that §

\
4
A
.
I ~ )
‘ < ) 'i\
N |
/ \ .
N \
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Reports. Fruitless

Scientific examination of
sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial
wallistic evidence resumed to-
Jay with no apparent hope of
-urning up original investiga-
:ion reports made by city Po-
lice Dept. Criminologist De-
Wwayne Wolfer.

Police Sgts. Philip
sartuche and Gordon
MeDevitt told Superior Court
Presiding Judge .Robert A.
Wenke yesterday that a week-
:ong search of departmental
ities failed to unearth the re-
ports Wolfer said he prepared
m the 1968 investigation of the
assassination of Sen. Roberi
I, Kennedy.

Saarch for Sirhan

Wolfer’s memoranda. and
“eports were sought as aids
0r a seven-member panel,
ed by Norfolk, Va., forensic
axpert Patrick Garland, in
‘eaching a decision on wheth-
ar the exhibits from Sirhan’s
rial are still in condition for
eliable testing. .’

At Garland’s request,
Wenke agreed the panel may
confer with one another on the
first tests to determine .if a
refiring of Sirhan’s gun wou_Id-
be helpful in proving or dis-
proving the “second-gun”
theory. -~ .

Subsequent tests, however,
must be conducted independ-
ently and without consulta-
tion, he ruled. }

Each of the seven experts
is charged with preparing re-
ports concerning the validity
of Wolfer's original findings,
and an opinion on.whether or
not a second gun could have
been fired in the' Ambassador!
Hotel pantry where Kennedy,
was slain.. .

.These individual reports”
are to be sealed and sub-
mitted To the court: d
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'Sirhan Murder
1Gun Test- Fer'

BY JOHN KENDALL
Times; Staft erler

Sirhan’ B. Sirhans gun fas test-
fired: Friday 'in the "second gun" in-
quiry, into the assassination of Robert
F'. Kennedy more than seven Years
lago at theé Ambassador.

- Four shots were fired Friday from
the :22-caliber Iver-Johnson ' éight-
shot revolver inte a gray watertank
bt up in & basement room;of the'Los
Angeles. County Hali of Adrmmstra-
tior.

Patrick Garland x fxrearms exa-
miner with. the’ Vlrglma' Bureau of

e was assisted by Cortland Cun-

Eorensnc Sciences, fired.the weapon

ingham, chief of the firearms and
tool mark unit ‘of the FBI. Laboratory
lin Washington, D.C. -
The test bullets, fired in sequence
l°f two, were ‘recovered. for compari--
m& of expertsmo

|
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