
"'This is not a normal homicide. This 
was an assassination whichTfia3"rami-
fications not only throughout tins 
country but throughout the wortd, 
and tn that, one year after the assas- 
si0alJ°O■S°me evidence such as the 
fel-ng panes, wai dpitbejlodi rases? 
s°me p£rtOLol£oeSttros>Jbairub^9;-- 

mediate hearing'by the samerntgfet 
i9ruoffiitaolembmsort°fe^^ 
smntWissmo^ asking the P°- 
liebo^ltpau>mtel^° tomake pubhe-.^ 
m vesttgatt°or .-few aodTophysiisi 
evidence intteeasen’ anibs^ ,sduO

Tut!sday^femwi°n my. Yaroslavsky 
wasrefferredido thecruoat^!SP°fe, 
Firebrand! Wb ■JtftOstfe CommiW 
Councimw im»ntJBeoarM°OPd 
Lorenzen? aod-Loois .Nowell oosoe- 
cessfully ^oughb Wednesday’, to-hiave 
the mSSsO®ttvdtm &t&^ 
ferred to committee,^ujgJ8 ^ttlSswhro

JOW ji JshJ beonuotins sotd°
'he dtsysoot3H°daa°iOc«ea^ 

with the questions c■imtsuwhen 
PoberttJeThomgsow ia«tto^rolortllis 
assistant cnyv*ditortla<p°liiesBOlml 
nandenofoseph.GoOoi Saidthe ques—- 
ti°ns wotM have trribc•answe■rartv 
experts fimiliatri.vri^dlBei^

YarosavM$’S&P^
that thtltfht^t^tvt?°^Keonrty^ 
was missiOghhmhatrX!P&^ 
ceiling panels' J and bspectiographSc 
tests on theb®It®WtrtO°P!&SM!

Thomp^°01i^p°0&«^bOt^hS!Plh^ 
had been a•pob«scl°soie^v»be- 
fore Sirh^ai sevtO'MSSg0i 
that the sleeve was missing, ap­
parently having been cut off while
persoiss attempted to give medical

amtnspiAc
Morrow pAht.^feili■WiWES 

were never A rayed by polO a0dh1° 
spectrogaaphW analyss! the buHess
was condu 

Morrow OGWj
Sacramento ^4 ^0*^ 

before the c°oOfn^° answer 
tions providing ihey^o n^pe 
pending civil '
the review of

Morrow is rep)tseotingthB city and 
thie Police Commission’. imwyariousi 
suits filed in anattemlltSlt°mske.the 
Kennedy assassinaton evidence 
aV=ilSbleLt° the public and-ithe news'
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By United 'Presss 'Ineemciilinacit 

' Los Angeles City Council 
man Zev Yaroslavsyy says 
he has lost confidence in thl 
city PoHce Commiselion■and
wants someone else to in 
vestigaee the disappearance 
of materiass related! to the 
assassination of Robert 
Kennedy.,.' .

Y■ar■oila.vskyr,26I whose 
district includes West Los 
Angeles and; Westwood, has 
peearhaid«J recent -moves 
to get. the police to open up 
.heir fiks on.the .1968 shoot-j 
ng to authortiees directing a 
•oobe that might indicate 
whether convicted aeeassip 
Sir-ham' Sirhan really was the 
only gunman involved!. .

'Earlier this week- it was 
evealedr partially as a 
emit of a .motion in 
r-oduced in the council by 
Yaroslavsky,Jthat police 
(ad destroyed® some fries 
nd materiass one. year 
: fter Kennedy s death. '
"I have. losC some of my

'confidence in the Police 
>nm^esionr"' ■Yaroslaesky 
omplauedd Friday. "I have 
0 assume they knew some 
>f the evidence was mss-
ing. . • 
“The commissl,onees have

■e'en requested to explain or 
eveai the whereabout oi 
-ome of the evidence and
miterial in the past.

'“They havenT done so., 
xcept under the pressure of 
®Meye^e^ the 
laetcou(^lltef ;. 
y^aoea»eske»;aie'rt. mo 
•oni.ass.Councii President,, 
.ToG^Gibeilm to name a lm 
msMbi^ ad hoc.JCommiteee| 
to review the poUce
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reexamination MU be 
direct byformer Kennedy
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Council Urged to Review Robert Kennedv Inquiry 
• *BY ERWIN BAKER

Times Citv Bureau Chief

L Los Angeles Councilman Zev Yaro­
slavsky Friday called for appoint­
ment of a special five-member City 
Council committee to investigate the 
"criminal investigatinn procedures" of 
the Police Department in the 1968 as­
sassination of Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy.

Yarasaavsky, who spearheaded a 
council inquiry into reports that 
some key evidence in t.he Ambassa­
dor slaving is missing, said it has 
been "proveni" that the department 
and the Police Commission cannot 
conduct an towstgaatinrr ina taftfe- 
factery manner."
Amotion by the fnatriani counc!-- 

mtnreqllestnKRhe inquiry wjlfcent 
to the Rules Committee by President 
John S. Gibson Jr.

The motion asks Gibson to appoint 
to the committee Peggy Stevenson, 
chairpesson of the Governmental Ef­
ficiency Committee; Gilbert W. Lind-l 
say, chairman of the Police, Fire and, 
Civil Defense Committee; Council­
man Ernani Bernardi, chan-man. 
State, County and Federal Affairs 
Committee, and two other council 
members of his choice.

Another motion by YansavskyJ 
asking the Pohce Department to 
make public its investitive fiks and 
physical evidence in the_case. is 
scheduled for a hearing by the Po­
lice, Fire and Civil Defense Commit­
tee Sept. 2.

The police Commission has refused 
to make the department's investiga­
tive fties, including a 10-volume sum­
mary of the assassination investiga­
tion, open to the'pubic..

However, it established a procedure 
Thursday for answering questions by 
persons interested in the attattiita- 
tion investigatinn. Questions would 
be posed in writing and be answered 
in written form by a committee con­
sisting of Police Commissioner Maria­
na R. Pfaelzer, Asst. Chief Daryl 
Gates, two police investigates® and a 
i'llpivtscnttti-lee of City Atty.. Burt 
Pines. *■==*
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BuBet-Pocked Pands-' '
At RFKSite Destroyed

ByTHEOWILSONs „
. ■ • Staff Correspondent of The New. . '■ ’ '

lost, Angeles,. Aug. 20-BBulIet-pockdd ceiling pane.
’rom the Ambassador Hotel’s' pantry, where Sen. Robert 
<3ejned.iiwasjassassinae<dUnA968.^avebeem^
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it was revealed today. “cm, YormavsjariroUunod the motion urg-
„ _ ■ , ing the Polke Department to

Dion Moroow, a special rounset moke title evidence public, said 
Io title city attorney's office, in that., “as far as I know, this is 
an article in The Daily Journat, tlie first time that, anyone has 
thp local leva! newsnaner Hh.in-hed. that some of this 

■ , iIrP * , information is no longer around
said later-that ^o ceiling papelnThin is not a normal homicide 
were dettroyed routinely fer. . _ and that me year after the 
tiiey were used to cOp0uet balli--pnnansinetnln someyeertment evi- 
twts tests because they were poti0ence such as title ceUingpanels 
used, in evident and were rowas destroyed ruses so™ nhri- 
eopsi0sre0 lmrortaot. _ pus questions.”

ImmedSanely after title report Yarosaavsyy said he poI the 
apreerhd, t;he City Coupein>ther members of title Council
ordered Moroow and police offi-who joined in the motion believe 
cials to appear tomorrow to dis- ‘the public has a light to know 
cuss the anegatrnns. Yesterdaythe answers to questions” which 
nine councilman joined in a mo-h.ave-erlnspl about title pnnaisslna- 
tion urging title police to mpkstin>n.
public title physical evidence in
title RFK assassination case and
the 10-volume ponce summary of 
title investigation.

Pnlich Department Sued
The Police Department has re­

fused to make these pubhc, and 
is being sued for access to the 
nvidnnee and title vnlublen by 
Paul Schrade, a former Untied 
Auto Wrrkens Umon official 
who was wmmded when Kennhdy 
was shot down, and by CBS.

Last wssS Schrade won a 
court order to have the gun used 
by enpvieted pnspssin Sir-lain Sir- 
han re-firel, became of the cnn- 
trovessy over the ballistics evi­
dence inroodueed at Sirhanss 
trial. Some experts unot;eo0 tihere 
is a rnnsiiblity tihat more than 
one ..gun wp&.1unh4 dctipg the 
asnennipption,;<>.;^' ;-<:S>i| i1r

Morrow denied today' that he said much of the rhynUa&■hK.
oepuh^eUhhfarfhniln’;n‘(i««
T0 the left sleeve jor ^soMo 
cnat wPs cut away'' so t,hat ’ 
wocn0n could be trotted; end I
pietes of doth disprpeered, but 
this had been revealed during 
the trial.

Is The Daily Journal erticle, 
Morrow was quotieO as saying:

“There were no X-rays made 
of tile ceiling panels, ppO the 
reneln were Oestroyed in Jups of 
1969.. Thnrn was no rlach to keep) 
them—ncu can’t fit ceilnig 
pppsIs intio a carO file.

No Bullet Holes
"Ttie left sleeve of title nens-- 

tor’s copt disappeared before the 
trial. But ttiere was no sigoifi- 
cence t;o tihe sleeve — Kennedy's 
shirt is in the rnssessrpn of the 
unurt en0 tihere ere no bullet 
hoees iO tine left sleeve.” "'
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■-Caution On Files Needed-
Los Angeles city police com­

missioners have a right to be .
wary of requests to make public 
raw information on the 1968 
assassination of Robert F. Ken­
nedy- . ; . ; • ■ - - -

Police interviewed everyone -
they knew who was at. the Am­
bassador Hotel on the evening of 
the assassination. Some were 
male guests having a night on 
thej°WiLwtth.oulthelr wives.. .. .

i Clearly, the privacy of some - ' .
legally innocent persons would 
be invaded if these interveews in -
the possession of the commis­
sion ar-e made public. Furthe-- 
more, such a move might im­
pede future investigations. Wit­
nesses would tend to be less can­
did if they couldn’t trust police 
to keep privaee data, immaterial 
to the case, confidential. '

We acknoweedge that com­
missioners will .be accused of 1
“covering up” or standing in the . ■
way of the public’s right to know 
tf they keep everytiring locked 
up.. But if it is made public, 
commissioners will be vulnera- 
ole to allegations that they aidled • , ,
rnd abetted snooping. That 
wouldn't do, either.

This being the case, the com- 1 x
rnssion probably would be wise Ylr
rodraw the line in favor of the /xAfi a
}oniideniialitv of police Io- Ip
Sga^i°os unless oveeruled by I '
he courts. • . . 'T-r'’-.
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mel OKs Kennedy Case Study
BY JOHN KENDALL 

’ Times Staff Writer '
Members of the City Council Rules 

Committee voted Wednesday to re­
view. the criminal investigation 
procedures followed by the Los An­
geles Police Department in probm^ 
the .assasanation of Robert F. Kenne­
dy- - - ■
, • SpecifCally, the committee ap­
proved CounamUrn Zev Yaroslav-! 
sky's resolution requestrng Council 
President John S- Gibson Jr-- to ap-j 
point a special fvve-m'mnbrr commit 
tee to conduct; the study. * 1

After the Rufes Commiteee's 3-1 ad 
Jon, Gibson said the full council, 
probably would approve formation of 

1 the ad hoc committee when the ques­
tion is considered, possibly within, a 
IweekorlOdays. .
J Yarosaavsky calied for the special 
comnliitte after Asst;. Police Chief 
EDaryl Gates disclosed last week- that 
ailing panels takenfrom the Ambos- 
ador—wheee Kerliedy was shot 

June.5j W-weerel destroyed a year 
later1'.'.'.',/, 
ii'TheffetShman'counli:lm:aiii charged 
^hasteem nfovecl.ihat the.IAPD 
fndjheePohceo^ 
conduct an investigation-in a "satis­
factory mlnnee;"■,•

Yarpslavsky again made it clear 
Wednesday he has little or no faith 
in the Police Commission, which, he 
(said, had ,'stonewaleed". for a year 
and a half the fact that items booked 
is evidence were missing.

He said that only after the City 
Council produced public i.tsitmony 
y Gates that the ceiling panels were 

(missing did the Polcce Commission 
confirm it-

1 Gates told councilmen that two 
ceiling panels that had bullet holes in 
. hem had "absoluedy no value what­
soever" as evidence becansee; the 
'real important testing" was done 

|before their removal from the hotel's 
pantry. ‘

(Indccaee page, name of 
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It was not mmteilttey clear Wed- 
iesely just how wide-rangmg the re­
view of IAPD lnvestigaOnh proce- 
durestmight bt-pe)oodieed the ad hoc 
comm:titee,evtntually is approved 
i



LAJDXOmdr.Joe Gunn told the'
S.ilLftSW__ •__ ‘ill? ,^ _ <89»Stt!teM*: ./SEw

WoUd^.welc<!mte an inquiry. fntQ .itsI 
proastares inhoHucMe cases, includ 
ing how items booked as physical 
evidence are disposed of. 1 ■ 
, However, he expressed doubt about' 
the usefulness of an inquir-y int;o the 
Sirhan B. Sirhan case, whi'ch.he said 
had ??en upheld in two appeals to 
the California Supreme Court. :

Yaroslavsky declined to elaborate 
on what he meant by the words "kU 
viewing toe criminal investigation1 
procedures" in hs.resolution, but lie; 
induae! what he had in mind was of 
much wilder scope than Gunns sug-1 
gested limitation. |

Yaroslavsky's proposal called for 
appointment of Chairpersons Peggy! 
Stevenson of the Council's Govern-s 
ment Efficiency Committee, Gilbert 
Luidsay of the Police!, Fire and Gnl 
Defense Committee and Ernani Ber-1 
nardi of the State, County and Feder-1 
al Affairs Committee .
■ In addition, Gibson would be em­
powered to appoint two other mem­
bers. Gibson said Wednesday that if 
the ad hoc commiieee finally is ap­
proved, he would appoint Yarosh 
sky and probably CouncLmlam John' 
Ferraro, a:former membier of the Po-!
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Gibson Jr. Urged I 
To Head RFK Probe
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By DN OPPENHEIMER 
Herald-Eaamlner Staff Writer * 
City Council President 

JohnS Gitson Jr. would be 
authorized to appoint a spe 
Cial committee to probe the 
police Dept.’s investigation of 
the 1968 Sen. Robert F'. Ken 
hedy assassolation under a 
Rules Committee proposal. <

The Council’s Rudes Com 
mittee voted 334 yesterdyyfor 
the probe, originally proposec 
ty Councilman Z’et 
Yaroslavsky. . • , _

Yaroslavsky asked that 
Gibson be authorized to ap 

| point an ad hoc committee to 
’ ‘review the criminal in
/estigation procedures as 

' carried out by the Police 
| Dept- in corlnecl0on with” the 
। Kennedy dsSdss01aOion..
■ He said the special com 
nittee should include the

I chairpersons -of the Council’' 
I governmental Efficiency '; 
Police', Fire and CivR De 
eoSe: and Sta e. County and 
sgrtrdl iAffeirs-cormmto
plus two other- council mem
it^S. H.'^f-,''’.;”;

‘Rules . pommitue Char- 
ndo Louis R. Nowell cast the
only dissenting vote after sug-- 
gesting thata standing coun­
Sil commtttee could review
he investigation without the 
eed for a special panel.

Speaking for the Police 
Dept. Cdr. Joseph Gunn said 
he agency would welcome s 
eview of its criminal in 

.'estigatioo procedures,. but 
discouraged specific reopen 
ng of the K.ennedy case.

He said property taken by 
he Police. Dept,, after Ken­
edy was shot was disposed of 
o the same way as police 
iisinse of property in other 
omicide cases.

He also noted that the con- 
'ictioo of Sir-han B. Sir-han for 
Kennedy’s murder has 
■wthstoxid to US. Supreme #“7®=^ ’(^ssfissaourt  _______t

(Iodicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and stdtt.)

HERALD EXAMINER 
LOS ANGELES, CA

Date:
Edition:
Autlior:
Editor:
Title:

Thur-75! Latest 
D. N. Oppenheimer 
Donald Goodenow 
KENSALT

Character:

or.« - LA-56-156*Cldssificatlon: T . _Los AngelesSubmltUng Office: g
I I Being Iovtstlgdttr

EARCHEDl--------JNtfXSU-

ERIfiUZEDMlJILEL^
aUG^w



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

Questkins Date RFK
I Evidence Destroyed

.NEW YORK (AP) - A 
former congressman made 
public a memo Wednesday .
that he said rases questions 
about when some key 
avidenee relating to the as­
sassination of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy was destroyed. , 

Allard Lowenstein told a 
news conference he was 
trying to resolve apparent 
discrepancies, and was . not 
proposing a conspiracy theo 
■y- ' : -

Los Angeles police dis­
closed last week t;hey had die- 
stroyed three ceiling panels 
from the pantry of tihe Am-
barsador■ Hotel where KenJ i 
nedy was killed on the night of 
he California presidential 
primary, June 5, 196{k-The 
. anels were said to contain 
■ hree bullet, holes.
i Lowenstein, a formed -
Democratic congressman and 
bn initiator of the 19618 “dump 
Johnson”; movement, ■ quoted 
Asst-“' .Police, Chief? -Daryl 
rateftjstnsayng the panels 
vt're destroyed, in June 1969.
.opBeSM^dlMg!

offe memoO from a.' board; of 
nquuty th''Chief j'of Po^e 'E. 
M.WS•repOrtiil^g■on a probe 
of claims that errors were 
nade in the technical in­
vestigation. '

Dated Oct. 11,1971, it cals 
he probe a ‘■‘re-evaluation of 
.he evidence” and say’s: “An 
aspection of the .ceiling titles 

- emoved from the pantry and 
a study of the-schematic dia­
gram showing the trajectory 
of the bullets fired by 
(SjEhan^aSirhan refute the 
contention ..." r   

(Ineiiate page, name of 
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_ iave- tasfccted the/ceiling 
lies in • 19171 if they were de? ■ 
strQjftd,in\1969? If they did 
Pot; study; the titts, what; 
evidence did they study? he 

asked. j
I. Lowenstem manttains than ■ 
the tiles, combCied with other] 
evidence,'may raise a ques-’ 
ton as to whether nine shots 
Were fired. The gin used by 
Slrhan. who was Converted as

el uliets

/ •
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LAPD Facing Probe
Over Kennedy Case ,

ByUnllaiPreuInternaHaaal .

A Los Angeles City Coun­
cil committee Wednesday 
approved an invesiigalnn of 
the Police Department's 
handling of thie assassination 
of Sen. Robert Kennedy. . .

The committee action, 
which is expected to be ap­
proved by the full council, 
jpens a new front in the 
proliferating probes into ttie 
1968 assassinate.
It was apparently brought 

on by revetatiiJn last week 
that police destroyed the 
bullet-punctured ceiling 
panels removed! from the 
kitchen of the Ambassador. 
Hotel, where Kennedy was 
shot. At issue in all the in- 
vestigattons is whether a 
''second gun" may have 
been fired, in addi.tion to the 
pittJl emptied at Kennedy 
by con-viceed attatsin 
Sirhan B. Sirlain.

Therules committee, by a 
3-1 vote, approval a motion 
calling for appointment of a 
five-member committee 
charged with “reviewing 
the cnmnal invettlgatlJe 
procedures” used by the 
department in the case. |

The tpJetJr■ of the 
motion, newly elected Coun­
cilman Zev Yaroslavsky, 
declined to describe the 
tcopeJfnheinvestiaatinnhe 
wants. Council President 
John S. Gibson said that if 
the motion passes the full 
council, he . will apponit 
Yar.onLa.vtky~ to the 
inVeSnga^tinK commntee.9 .1
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. Proponents of the “second ^Yaroslavsky han..Isd the 
ganMieO-y argueThatTKe effort to add the City Coun­
number and angles of bullet cil to county and court in­
holes in the. ceiling panels vestigations of the assas- 
and a door frame might sination. He appeared to 
show,, when added to the have won over most of the 
bullets recovered from Ken* other membess to his view, 
nedy and wounded His motion requesting the 
bystanders, that more shots Police Commisston to turn 
had been fiired than the eight over all files, records, 
in Sirhan’s revolver, prov- evidence and other material 
ing that another gun was from the assassination was 
fired in the metee. The cosponsored by eight of the 
theory does not absolve 14 other council members. 
Sirhan, who was seen by That motion is still in 
scores of wvitoesres firing at committee but is almost 
Kennedy from only a few certain t;o pass. The com- 
feet away’. mission has refused to make
_Police confirmed last public its fites on the in­
-week, rater prodding oythe vestigation, 'and has in- 
.council, that the panels had dicaeed it will refuse to go 
been destroyed five years along with the council re- 
ago.. A police spokesman quest when it receives for- 
said the panels were irrele- mal approvaS.
vant tto the prosecution of Commissioness said that 
Sirhan, uooesded for the investigative procedures 
trial and had been subjected and the repuaations of inno­
to all necessary analyses cent persons would be 
and investiaaiions before harmed by mating public 
they were, destroyed. all fites, but they agreed to
. The county supsrvinorn proviiee written answem to 
have told the district at- WlttSOi qusntionsr--•— 
toraey and county couonsi to 
cooperaee. with efforts to ,
reopen the iovesSigation. A .
court has ordered Sirhan’s
gun retired to nstUs chal- .
lsngsi over ballistics 
sviilenc:e. .

Yaroslavsky said an
S■ovestigation by the council .
is needed because the Police . _
Commission and depart;- ,
ment have proved they can- .
not look int;o the Kennedy 
casstoa,nsat’sfactorynan- .
ner.” . •

. A police spokesman, 
Cmdr. Joe Gunn, told the 
rutes connittse the depart­
ment would welcome an in­
quiry into how homicide .
evidence is handled and dis­
posed of, but doubted the in­
quiry would be useful. He 
points out that Sirhan’s 
convictinn has been. upheld 
twice by the U.S.' Supreme •
Courts-—*''.. rr—!*—•- ■ .

- -V ^
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Council Will Review 
Sen. Kennedy's Death
• Panel to Study.

Procedures Used by 
Police in Probe 7

BY JOHN KENDALL 
and BILL FARR 
Times Staff Writers

(Indecare page, name of 
newspaper, city and rtate.)
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Nearly ■sevenyyaars ,after the'cas’e 
was officially considered closed, the 
City Council decided' Friday to re­
view the Los Angeres Pohce Depart-' 
meat's procedures-in the investiga­
tion of the assasssination of 'Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy.

Councll members—in apparent re­
sponse to growing public questions 
and demands to reopen aspects of the 
case-voted 10 Jo 1 to form a special 
five-member eommlt.eee to . conduct 
he review.

Meanwhae Friday, two private ped 
itioners who'had taken court action 
o get access to police case infor-ma-! 
ion lost before Los Angers Superior! 
Judge Norman Dowds.,

Dowds r-efused to order the LAPD< 
o open its files on the Kennedy asj 

rarsination to CBS ■Television and 
Paul,.Schade, one of-five per■ronr 
wounded at the time Sen. Kennedy 
was shot '
I After the eouni:ll vote, Councilman 
Zev Yaroslavsky expressed pleasure^ 
with the dreirion. He described it as 
a "great step forward" " for the coun-! 
cd in arrertiig iite rerponribUiyy for! 
legislative inquiry.

I The freshman legislator offered! a 
resolution forjormation of an ad hoc 
[committee last week after' the LAID 
^disclosed that 'ceiling panels taka'll 
from the Ambassador's .pantry hiad 
been destroyed.
I Asst. Police Chief Daryl Gates told 
the council the panes only had value 
as evidence when they were exa­
imed in the pantry where Kennedy 
Was .shot. Three bullet holes were in
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jComm^ionn becauee it is the govern- 
mg body of the Police Department 
and part of the executive branch of 
government Of the. city," Yarosavsky 
said.
I During the debate on Yaroslavsky's 

.motion. Councilman Marvin Braude: 
lwho voted against the resolution, 
.argued that questions about the Ken 
nedy case should be asked of the Po- 

' ufce Commission.
I "Why do we have to set up.anoth- 
’er^.ad hoc.. commiteee."" -he, .asked 
fThis' is nothtog -more .than a-police 
review board,andat discr-edi' the Po 
1jteCnnnS^tnn?•,
'' The LAPD's position was expressed 

,by LAPD 'Comdrii 'aoeGunnd He^said 
- the d■epalment■had:ob :objei^tibn to 
an inquiry into methiods of'disposing 
of property not introduced ’ as 
evidence. "' " •
| However, he said, "We think it 
would be. a mistake to have an ad 
hoc commiteee to look speiifiialty 
ioto the assassination of Robert’ F. 
Kennedy.. . . V-j j
1 "We don't think that is thie, issue. 
We think the issue is: How did the 
Los Angefes Pohce Department dis­
pose of property that is not intro­
duced into, court?" ■ '

f auw. ^^i41ruup^eIt^et<,
mg access to-thf Police DepartmenS' 
p-volurnesummary of theinyestiga 
tion. SchradeS petition was broadei 
and asked for release of .a ‘".„evidence: plus the full'500 

investigative documents 
session of the police.

Ultimately, Dowds turned down 
both petitions on the simpfe legal 
point that records of a police miesti■ 
,gation are specifically exempted from 
foreed disclosure under the state 
Public Records Act.

( Howard Privett, a Los Angdes 
lawyer- representing CBS, un!lliccess■ 
fully urged that Dowds adopt zthe 
'concept in the federal Freedom of In- 
■formation Act which exempts pohce 
agency recor-ds only if there is an on­
going investigation.

। However, the judge stated, "If any- 
,one is interested in my personal opm- 
ion, I think that this long after the 
pvent the Police Department and Po­
lice Commission could consider dis­
closure of these records."

t-

The question of scope of the revieW 
(seemed certain to become a centra!

Dowds also maintained that the re­
ease of the records is "esseetially t 

po1ttilit1 questn)n,,l and added, "If you 
don't like what thie-city? nff;itlais do, 
throw tharascals out." ( ... to 
1 ’CBS .and Schade d.ectderL tni.aek foi 
't^£^inUrt ^erMer tfie1P0iceiiConr 
mission denied thelr“reqte!secna 
month ago/ . 4 
f Schradess.' attorney, C. Stephen 
;Howard, said of, the commission and

issuein early organizational meetings
of the special committee. to ■-

Fm-naion of the committee was the Poi.ice Department, ’"They'ha^ • 
approved by council membersahn 'stonewa^ed et in th/ narliiriro

(stonewalled it, in the parlance ofS. Gibson Jr., EI,oaoi Bernardi, David, watproate Thro ^1va<!fpl<raniilllOf Cunningham; Robert Fan-ell, Joto waKvThCy ha Stooewalle■d 1

!& GplbertvLn&^ I Dion Mor.™, a special counsel de
S0ydeI’ Jvggyi st;eenoenr Joel fending the police in this action, took 
W^hs and YMOstavsky. ^ . exception t;o Howard's remark anq
। Council members Louis R. Nowell,1 Dowds he thmioht m^^^JoIPat RusTH Robert M- Wilkosio “nd was "grossly unfair" In view of procel 

■ DonJd.D. LoT"1 w«e not present fens set up by the Muimlsspon 3 
• fsss’^ wm iJ fein^^^

■ YgSSrS™^
IL 01eal^ ,5^^^^ that release of the files would br-each
IF1™ oh^’ed “^“mendmen^ to the inhereitt confidentiality of pohee 
empower, tto ad hoc committee to, lovestigatiens and violate the privacy ' 
conduct mvestigations relative to of some innocent persons. 
tther T^tf31?^ po^ca-ms^ But they subsequentiy established 
■conduct butit faieed by a 3-8 vote-. 1 3 orocedur® to anwpr nupctinno 
„At tomtoettopi™ "
fore the City CounciL Dowds was questions are to be written and the 
EU'utfIKSjS fesser^  ̂

have the police fifes on the inve^ EmjSpS EH
t^rito the news m^and SttMtittiyZntn^ '
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Proponents of’ reopening 
he Robert F. Kennedy as- 
iaasination case'have taken 
ue step forward and one step 
jack. . . <

A Superior Court judge 
ere rejects a suit to open 
police files on the slaying;, but 
11e City Council set up a coin- 
■nidee to study the Poliice 
Dept.'s procedures in in- 
*etigating the 1958 shooting.

The court ruling yesterday 
nvolved Columbia Broad­
'S sting System and one-time 
(Obert Kennedy campaign 
ad Paul Schrade's bid to open 
®lice fites. .,

Judge Norman R. Dowds 
vled a sumnasy of the in- 
’estigation of Kennedy's, 
iinrrtn.* tc AvAmrd ^w nuMU --- rjm public 
(isclostire as an internal r-e- 
;ord of an official in- 
esstgative agency. .

The . judge reject argut- 
nents by CBS attorney How­
ard Privett and Schrade's 
awyer, C. Stephen Howard, 
hat confidentiality of the 
■ummary has been destroyed 
hrough selective disclosure 
>t it to writers involved in 
)eputy Pohce Chief Robert 
Ioughton’s book, “Special! 
Jnit Senator."’ . ;

Deputy’ City Atty. Dion 
borrow successfully argued 
hat the attorneys had failed 
o prove the summary had 
jeen shown to Houghton's co- 
mthor or other writers, 
’rivett and Howard had 
3aimed it was the Poliice 
lept.’s responsibility to 
irove that they had not dis- 
dosed it.. ■ ••

Privett said Judge Dowds 
uling probably wM be ap- 
tealed. CBS and other per­
ons interested in reopening 
he issue of whether convicted 
4ayer Sirhan B. Sirhan acted 
do ne in the murder have 
aunched a series of court 
ads to re-examine both trial 
?vidence and the Popce Dept. 
■ianoTinE^f the livtasgatO'on.
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uMeawbile. at City Hall 
yesterday, five City -Council 
members were named to a 
special ad hoc committre to 
studythe Police Dept.'s crim- 
inai investigation procedures 
related to Ui1 Kennedy as­
sassination. ■

Council President John S. 
Gibson Jr-. named Zev 
Yaroslavsky and John Fer­
raro, along with three desig- 
ogted committee chairmen to 
the panel proposed! last week 
by YarailavsVy and approved 
yesterday by the full council.

Serving with the two 
Gibson choice:' will be Emani 

* Bernardi of the council' 
State, County and Federa.1 Af- 

' fair-s Committee, Ptggy
Stevenson of the Governmen­
tal- Efficiency Commitlee1 
and Gilbert W/Lnidssay of the 
Psiiict■. Fir-e and Civil Defenee 
Csmmiteee.

The csuociil voted 10-1 to 
establish tire csmmlitele de­
spite objection of police 
spokesman. Cmdr- Joseph 
Guinn and Csunciimao Marvin 
Br-aude.

Gum said the department 
. would welcome a review of 

police procedures and proper­
ty disposal by a standing 
council committee but that 
the departmont did not think 
creation of a special commu­
te wouW serve any purpose.

■ Braude said appointment 
of the ad hoc committee is 
simiigris setting up a ‘psiict 
review' board.”

‘The Police Commission 
is the approptfiate agency to 
supervise- the department” 
Braude said, adding that 
councilmen could address any 
questions it has to the com­
mission. , ■

’ He saiid he felt such a com­
mittee would damage publcc 
confidence in the Police 
Dept., but Yaroslavsky csun- 
tered that it was his intl!ntson 
to restore confidence because 
‘public-trust is at an all-time 
low;- ------- —
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Panel To Probe
' By tailed Preh lnternaiionul.
LTh®,.Los Angeles .City 
Council.wiR investigate 
police . handling of the 
assassination of Sen. Robert?

1 Kennedy. The senator's.sod 
however, says thefamily opi 
poses reoilning..the.ii 
VestigaUon. .
I The Council 'voted 10-1 
Friday to set up-a specia 
committee to." probe the 
police/dejpaa.tmeht> ac: 
tons.,, particularly, the de­
struction of ceiling‘panel: 
that “second gun” theorist! 
caned valuable’ evidence 
and, the' department callee 
inneeded,'. :
- The council thus jonned 
hecmu^y government and . 
i court action in taking new 
.ook^ the shooting of Ken- 
iedy in 1968. , 7 , ' .
ButRtbefi.KennedJt.!Jr.t 

‘3, said in a telCTiston inter- 
yiew toe Friday he opposes 
reopening the invesiigatinnJ 

. I think-I -can speak foh 
ny family-: I just don’t see 
ny need to pursue it," he 
.aid. O;v. j J
"Al intakes js one crazy| ■ 

:uy’Mtr such an ass,a.sA 
tinatiWasM^^
i I^a-ielaed .action, a 
Superior* Court judge Fri'diy 
juled'.against a.ruquest by 
CBS ,ttltyiiioni newKand 
PaupSchraite for a c^urti 
order requiring the' PoicMi. 
Department to make publcc 
its secret-fies-on the assas-! 
si^Von. *> ,p

Schrader a. ftrmtr union 
tead'ei:i.was with-Kennedy! 

■ nd, vnw wtuui!e•d in the 
*toling.

They-aske'd -for an ofdei 
equiring. the Ptlict ■

Commission to make public 
■ 10-volume summary of the 
investigation and" 5O0MK 

pages of invtitigattri' 
reports and other material. / 
The commisstnn•has turned 
down thiir request, but 
agreed„ to 'liroyiieLWritttn 
yanlies to^iitten questions.

An
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i JUdge Norman_DowSs 
rured-roHce ^er-aw 
specifically exempt from 
the statepublic records law.l 
But he added -hat “in my 
personal opinion, I think 
that this long after the evert 
the Police Departainnt and 
the Police commiss^ri 
could consider discl.csure of 
these records.”

i As part of another court' 
action brought by Schradel 
Sirhan. s pistol was ordered 
refired to provide fresh evi-j 
dence for ballistics experts; 
The County. Board of Super-: 
Visors told, the district at-| 
torney's office, which had 
resisted such -efforts, and 
the-county counsels office 
to help the renewed in- 
vestigaSions.

Sirhan B. Sirhan, seen by 
scores of witnesses empty­
ing a revolver into Kennedy 
at close range in the kitchen 

/ of the Ambassador Hotel in 
• 1968 just after Kennedy won 

the Caifornia Democrats 
presidential primary, is 
ier..vingJsfeJn..prLsonL_„_J
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By EDD CLARK
. Herald-Eamminer Staff Wrtter •

Final approvl to probe ballistics 
evidence tin the assassination of Sen. Robert 
F. Kenne|y is exacted today from Presiding 
Judge Robert A. Wenke of Los Angeles Supe­
rior Court. . .'

The hearting was set to finaiiee grounc 
rules and procedures for the limtted probe 0 
cortr■ovessial evidence which Judge Wenks 
approved in principee last month.

The judge acted on petitions filed by tin 
Columbia Broadcasting System and formei 
Kennedy campaign aide Paul Schrade. one oi 
five persons wounded when convicted kiHei 
Sirhan B. Sirhan launched a wild. chootigt 
ipree in the Ambassador Hotel pantrv June 5

6 8. . . y
The senator was at the hotel to cetebaat< 

s victory in the Cahfomai PresidenUa 
'imary election. .

CBS and Schrade were joined-in tth< 
titoon by Counttv Counsel John Larsen aric 
st Atty. special counsel Tom Kranz. Both 
ting Dist. Atty. John Howard and the Coun­
Board of Supervisors have agreed Sirhar 

al b^h^ra evddenee should be rtcxaminei 
dear up a lingering public controversy 

out a so-called "second gun," or con 
spiracy theory in the slaying!. :. . - .

• General agreement already has' beer 
reached, on appointment of a panel of experts 
to conduct the limited probe., ..

• Except for ccrtain reservations concern­
ing physical control and scope of the probe, 
agneemc!rtt also has been reached on items of 
evidence which shoidd* be subject to reex-, 
amination. . ( ‘ ■ ’•
' Los ArgeCe■ police criminalet DeWayne' 
Woofer, however, has filed a “friend of the 
court'' position objecting to the procedure on' 
grounds that the panel of experts is biased in 
favor of a corcpir•aiy theory. .

Wolferts lawyer. George Franscell, also 
questions whether’ legal authority or good 
cause exists to have the evidence reex- 
Rmined; Judge Wenke has indicaeed he will 
rule on this issue prior to final approval of the 
panc^an^^"ground rules for the-prone.. " J

(Indicate page, name of 
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,The, principal petitioners have roacher 
agreement holding the propored items of fna 
evidence subject to examination ar: ..

© The bUllets and bullet fragments re­
covered from Kennedy's body and the bodies 
of five perrons wounded in the shooting;. 
Sirhan’s gun and eight spent cartridges plus 
two live .22 caliber rounds taken from it aftet 
the shooting;. .

' ..e AM photographic evidence used in the 
trial, the senator's clothing, four test bulle’s 
fired prior to the tr-ial but not placed in 
evidence, and Coroner Thomas J. Noguchi’ 

■ autopsy report. ■ . •• .'
■ This evidence will be examined by foren­

sic eciencg experts Courtland Cunningham, of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigate: Stanton 
0. Berg of Minneapolis: Lowell W. Bradford 
of San Jose: Donald Champagne of Florida; 
Alfred Biasotti of the California Department 
of Justice: and Michigan State University 
professor Ralph Tuner, '

The panel w^T^dgigImi^ne whether:
i e The gxhibits are tttl.l in a condition that 

will make accurate testing possible.
® 'The new igeir confiimi Wolfer’ original 

findmgs.. , '
® And If there is evidence which could 

support a-SKolnd gun" theory. , .
Each of the forensic experts, tncludine a 

seventh panel member rtill to be named by 
Sirhan. is to make an tniigpenrgnt report of 
his conclusions. •

The District Attorney’ Office has filed a 
formal statement qugsiioning whether-, the 
scope of the proposdd g.xaminati'on exceeds 
the original limits of the proposed probe - 
and an objection to the procedure being 
carried- out under the county clerk’ euper•- 
visilon rather than direct court control. ■

. ■ Schrade’ attorneys also have proposed 
that Aniericnn Academy of Forensic Science’ 
Prgrtdgnt Robert J. doling be named ovgra|| 
Supervisor of. the invgstigatige pOBeTT^ 7
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SLANDER SUIT TIED TO RFK DEATH
Rev. Oliver B. Owen's $1- 

milHon slander suit against a 
, televsom station has become 

the latest forum for
challenging the" lone-gun 

। theory of the assassination of 
i Sai. Robert F. Kennedy seven 
j yearsago. . '

Attorney Vincent T. ■
. Bugliosi, • representuig the' 

television statkin, opened the 
j issuie yester-day with a string 
■ of witaesses intended .to 

establiish a pre-assassination 
i link between convicted slayer 
-j Sirhan B. Sirhan and Owen. -

Owen's suit is based upon a 
contention that KCOP 
executive John Hopkins slan­
dered him in July, 1968, by 

: allegedly saying that the. 
> evangelist’s ■reilgiuus

program had been canceled 
because he was a "thief who 
burned down a number of 

i churches in Arizona and was 
: involved in the assassination 
’ ofSen. Kennedy.” .

Bugioosi’s prime witness in 
the trial; before Superior 

> Court Judge Jack A. Crickard, 
• was San Bernardinio County 
- horse rancher William Lee 

Powers, who alleged that Rev. 
Owen turned up at a Santa 

■ Ana stab! shortly before the 
assassination with a roll of 
$1,000 bills, a luxury car and 

; two companions - one whom 
Powers tenaltively identffidd 
as being Sirhan. i

Powers also testified Rev. 
Owren had mentioned Sirloin's 
name sevei-ai months before 
the assassination in_connec- 
tion with sone horse­
groomingmatters. •■ .

BugHosi hinted at a possible 
Los Angeles police evidence 
cover-up because a depart­
ment investigation concluded 
Rev. Owen’s report of picking 
Sir-han up as a hitchhiker in 
downtown Los Angeles the 
day before the murder- was 
false and an attempt to get 
puSBctly? - ----------

(Ioricate page, name of 
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■ - Rev1. Owen testified he had ’ 
’ never"se!eo Sirhan beforeJune 
3, and that he had obtained the 
large-denomination bills from 
evangelical fund-rasiong ac- 
tiviiies in Northern California. 
He identified the two men who 
were with him in the 
automobUe as a long-time 
friend, Johnny Gray, and one 
lofhi^s•soof’ -. - ^— -^
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Sirhan’Gun Slated 
For Ballistic Tests a
•' By Unied PrsM tnfwnatioaal. <.

"Seven ballistics, experts 
across the nation will carry, 
out independent tests on 
Sirhan Sirhan’s pistol under 
a judge's order to determiee 
whether another gun was 
fired in the assassinatron of 
Robert Kennedy..
. First they have to deter­
mine whether the pistol and 
bullets recovered in the. 
Kennedy slaying were 
preserved well enough to be 
valid evidence after seven 
years. .5
’'The new tests are the 
result of continued pressure 
by “second gun" theorists' 
who say there is evidence to 
’how that more bullets were 
tired in the Kennedy slaving 
than Sirhan’s reyo|yrr held; 
and that some of the 
recovered bullets could not 
have come from his pistol.

The presidmg judge of the 
Superior Court of Los 
Angrlrs County, Robert 
Wenke, Thursday accepted 
the ground rates for reex­
amination of the pistol, 
workd out by 13 attorneys" 
in a civil suit. J 

The panel ‘of ballisticians 
and crimhnisiU includes 
experts from, the FBI, 
police departinnnSs, univer-i 
sities and private institutes 
from California, Min­
nesota, Michigan and 
Washington, D.C. . • j

The suit was brought by 
CBS-TV and Paul Schradei 
one of the five persons? 
wounded in the Kennraly 
shooting,, and jomed by at- 
orneys for Sirhan, .the 
state., county. and-sty:—^

(tnaicrir page, name of 
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’Wenkejejectedanappeal 
byDewayne Wolfer, the Los 
Angeles PoUce Department 
criminalist who conducted 
the original tests, to block 
the new examinatinn as an 
affront to his repuaatinn. He 
ordered Wolfer to appear at 
a hearing Tuesday to certify 
that the pistol and other ex­
hibits to be tumed over tc 
the panel are the one's hie 
tested. •

Wolfer . argued that the 
condition of the pistol, bul­
lets, and bullet fragmennte 
has changed so greatly dur­
ing the years since the 1968 
assassination that the new 
tests will be meanmgtess. 
. The judge said the first 
question.the seven panels 
have been asked to answer 
is: “Is the condition of the 
exhibits at the present time 
such that a reliable 
firearms identifications can 
now be made?” . .

■ - Deputy District Attorney 
Dinko Bozanrich also called 
for a full hearing into 
charges the exhibtts are no 
longer reteNe, perhaps 
because of aUeged 
negligence in the county 
clerks office. .
; He said the material had 
been repeatedtiy handled by 
unauthorized persons in 
violation of court orders. 
- The judge delayed a deci­
sion until he studies a 700- 
page transcript of 1971 
grand jury proncediiegtLieto 
ie ecgugleelce chargesT-"’
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I ■ Los Angeles Police crimi­
nalist DeWayne Wolfer and 
the Sirhan B. Sirhan murder 
trial evidence have been or­
dered into court Tuesday to 
begin a mmipoobe of the 1968 
assassination- of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy. . :

Superior Court Presiding 
Judge Robert A. Wenke is-' 
sued subpoenas for Wolfer, 
the evidence and a represent­
ative of County.Clerk 
ciuigite E. caucii yesterday 
as he formally launched a 
limited balistiis probe ap­
proved in principle last' 
month.

Tuesday's hearing to es- 
tabhsh nuthbntictty of the 
evidence and Wolter's opinion 
about its current condition, 
was set after Judge Wenke 
rejected a petition by the 
criminalist's lawyer, George 
Franscell, challenging au­
thority for the probe and the 
“objectivity” of a six-mem­
ber panel of ballistics experts 
named to review the disputed. 
evidence. ;

The panel of forensic ex-, 
perts, originally seven, was ! 
choren by agreement among , 
prmcpaals involved in a move i 
lo reexamme the bnllSticas I 
evidence. The panel number. ' 
wns_Jbducbd by, the .un- I 
availability of Florida Dept.; 
of_ Law Enforcement crimi-i 
nalitt Donald.Champagner" i

(Indicate page, name of . 
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„.JMpetition to re-examne 
Kennedy assasssTnafonn 
ballistics evidence including a 
new test-firing of Strhan B. 
Strhan’s gun was filed bv at­
torneys for Columbia Broad­
casting System and Kennedy 
Campaign aide Paul Schrade, 
one of five per!o3iss wminded 
.n the shooting at the Am­
bassador Hotel.
_ Reacting to . Supervisor 
Baxter Wards criticism of 
his ‘Wectiviy” who prose­
cuted Strhan. appOinied at­
torney Tom Kranz as special 
counsel for the mrnipobhe. .

. However, Dep. Dist. Atty:
Dnko. Bozanch accompanied 
Kranz to the hearing yester­
day and launched an unsuc- 
chccfu^. p*ea to subpoena 
ballistccs expert William 
Ha!Eh!r.,and 34 other persons 
m an effort to dIIhCit the prote 
toward to question of wheth­
er unauthorized handing of 
hxhibits during the past seven 

■years destroyed ther use- 
falres tor retesting. . _

Bozantch and Kranz coun­
toed that to public’s right to . 
Imow “impiicitly indudes the 
night not jo be further-con 
fused.” . •
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Los Angeles Police crim­
' nologist DeWcyoe Woller has 
tailed a multi-pronged at­

. tack cgcios!t plans lor re­
testing baliisilss evidence 
used in • the conviction ol 
'Sirhan B. Sirhan lor the 1968 
murder ol Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy.. ' •

The attacks came in a peti­
tion lied on Wolfer’s behall 
vesterday by Attoroty 
George Francell.

The petitOol protested Su­
perior Court Presiding Judge 
Robert A. Wenke’s tentative 
decision to have Sirhan’s gun 
re-teseed’ under court-im­
posed rvstrltttioss intended to 
protect integrity ol evidence.

Woller claimed! the pane! 
ol lireaimis expert:’ chtsien by 
cgrvvmeot between the 
state’ Attorney General Co- 
ItimUa Broadcasting System 
and onetime Kennedy aide 
sum SnnuKi’ is Miaou iii 
lavor of a conspiracy or 
second-gun theory lor the 
slaying. •

Woller also charged that 
t;entaiiee procedures are sim-' 
iarly biased and that there is 
neither authoriyy nor good 
cause to re-examine the 
evidence or test the gun.

. Judge Wenke. who made a 
tentatiee order to re-test the 
weapon. is schvdutdd to ruee 
on the specific test pro­
cedures. Thursday.. Actuial 
tests are su-postedl to begin 
Sept. 22; il writeen permisgon 
by Sirhan and his lawyers is 
■obtained in writing by that 
time.

CBS. Schrcdv. Deputy 
Atty. Gen Russell lungerich 
and Asst. Chiel Deputy Coui-- 
ty Counsel Robert C. Iynl!h 
havv agreed in principle on] 
procvduves and six ol the sev-i 
en firearms expert:’ named to 
test the weaonss and examnie 
trial widence under County 
aerie supvrvision.

Deputy Dist. Attty. Dinko J. 
IBozanich has called lor direct 
'cuuIt cuntrorul the testimony. 
and has requistedd that the 
ballistics testing lollow trad-­
ionai mlcrosc6pe-excmioa-^ 
ion methods. «•————>

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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1 r-Bozamch exprossed-far e_Fenaro 'indicated he_had 
that if the experts,, rather supported creation of the .rs- 
than the court, control pro- view committee in ordert. to 
Cedures, the “pubhc's right to look at police procedures in 
know rould be transoormdd gtntral as well as the Ken- 
mto a right to be confused." o1
_ _ The seventh panel position 
is reserved for a Sirhan- 
chosen expert who is yet to be 
named. The others are FBI 
expert CourUand Cun-

nedy investigation. .
After chi^ng Yaroslavsky 

that “you are assuming that 
the investigatinn was im­
proper.” Ferraro reminded
the committee that “there

ningham, ballistics man Stan- was a person (Sirhan B.
ton 0 Berg, of Mioneapolis: 
Lowell W. Bradfordl. of San
Jose; Donald Champgone, of 
the Florida Dept, of Law En­
forcement; Alfred Biasotti, of 
the CallOronia Dept. of Jus-1 
tice; and Mcchigan State Uni­
versity Proeessoi- Ralph 
Turner , ’ 
’ Meanwhile, at City Hall,

Sirhan) brought to justice and 
somethigg about the in- 
vestigotLOnn was, correct 
enough to convince a jury.”

controveryy has flared over 
the name, task and scope of a 
City Council special ad hoc 
committee appoi01ted to probe 
police procedures employed 
during the investigation of the 
assassination.

The only etcirioo made 
yesterday during the 
commUtee's first rsrslon m-. 
volved the selection of Coun,: 
oilmen Enaani Beroarcii as 
chairman and John Ftrr■aro 
as vii:t!-i!llaimnon. Indications 
of a commit split were ap­
parent during that procedure 
when three members were 
oomioaited for each job.

Freshmnn Councilman 
Zev Yarosaavsky, who i°; 
itiated the creatioo of the 
commitsee, called for a wide-, 
ranging iovertlgation fthe 

, 1968 shooting, and sad nauy, 
“I don’t trust the Police Com­
mission.” - '___ ■•

Hs remark Solli>wee a pro­
posal by Bernardi and Fer-, 
rare that the commits 
should check with the Board 
of Police Commlrrtoosrs lor 
informatioo as to tte ava*-- 
ability of police fite in the

The meetas wdeei wtih a 
vote to postponS selection of a 
committee oame until tram 
scripts of the ramal dis- 
CuSSioO, winch proccteeded ap 
pointment of the tire-member 
panel, nould be rSiiewteLtO 
determnee legislative iottot|■
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Panel To Pursue; 
I investigation 
Of RFK Killing

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

By City News Service

A newly formed Los 
Angeles council committee 
intends to gq ahead with a 
probe of the police depart­
ment’s handling of evidence 
in the Robert F. Kennedy 
assassination despite a piea 
by Kennedy’s son to dr-op the 
.effort, City Councilman Zev 
Yaroslavsky said Thursday, 

j Yaroslavsky, who repre 
’ents the West Lois Angeles 
area, was responding to 
Comments made in New 
।York this morning by 21- 
year-old Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr. He said the council 
;review is “the city’s bust 
1ness.” ‘

I Kennedy,, asked by news­
men ‘about efforts in Los 
Angeles to reopen the case, 
commentai, they should let 
it go, just leave it.”
I Yaroslavkyy said he un- 
aerstood the Kennedy 
family’ concern; “im sen­
sitive it to, and i appredaee 
their situation.”

“But it’ really the city’ 
business,’’ he added!. “We’re 
conducting a review of the 
investigation of the Los 
Angeles. poKce Departnennt

(Iodicat:r page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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KeaRedi)'’s~S^n OblecteTo Rtopteaialg€^e

I NEW YORK. (UPI) - 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., says 
he opposes reopening the 
investigatinn into Wie assas- 
siaation of his father.
, The 21-year-old son of the 
late New York senator, ap- 
pea^ng Thursday at a news 
conference to promote a 
televisOon special, was 
asked his opinion of -the 
(theory that a second.gum 
was,.used, in the sLnvngt.“Idonl ,think there s anj-- 
thing te it," he said. "ItH^^ 
ill ir-takes is one-crazy 
g»y” . > ■

As to whether the -probe 
into Wie Robert Kennedy 
assassination should be 
reopened; his son said, 
1 ‘They should let it go; just 
leave it,.”. • , - -
‘ Kermedy' is: u'■aur,rator■ 
interviewer'' in .a,'special 
EThe LastJFr.ontier.42 
filmed in-Kenya* "
? Kennedy,said he is takngg 
a semester’s leave this year 
from Harvadd, where he i’ 
majoring in American 
history, to tr-avel through 
the South to gather material 
on a senior thesis on 
Southern populism. Then hej 
will finish up his un-j 
tergaaduate studies., and 
enter iaw~school? . J

(Indictee page, name of 
newspaper, city and stctt.)
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1 dentifiCation Of 
Sirhan Data Ends

Way Cleared for Experts to Try 
to Discover if 2nd Guin Wais Fired

BY JOHN KENDALL 
Times Staff Writer . ‘ •'

The way was .cleared Thursday for experts to attempts 
to conclusively determine whether a second gun was fired 
at the time Sen. Robertt F, Kennedy was assassinated sevJ 
en years ago. ’ ’ . ■ •

। Superior Judge Robert A. Wenke and a battery of K 
attomeys completed! identification of evidence intoodccee 
in the 1969 tria of convccead assassin Sirhcni'B. Sirhan.

Seven expert from around the nation will be assembed 
j—perhaps Mxt weee-to -organize their examination of 
the evidence, including Sirhan,s guo .aoe builiets suppoedd 
1y fired fiom it. .

Their charge will be to eetclminte whether it might be 
necessary to fre the weapon again and to answer the 
puestion: "Do the ■cxhibits in any way support a conchr 
sion that a second weapon,was fit•te at the time of the as 
basmation?" '

Another hearing is scheduled before .Wenke next 
!Thursday to examine any other reports which may have 
lbeen foimdin Izis Angeles'Poiice Department flies of the 
Kennedy,case. . ■ '
. Possible exstence of additional report was ■indicae'ed 
Thursday in the testimony of LAPD crime laboratory 
chief DeWayne Wolfer. ■ . .
. totor questioning; the criminalist r'epeatc!ely identifidd 
items of evidence which he had examined before the Sir- 
han trial, and saie he assumed he had prepared reports on 
his study of them. - t •

Wollct saidin several instances, however, he did not re­
in ember what were the results of his examinations be­
cause he W no reports before him. । \ .

He repcatedly qualified his-answers to specific questions 
atout what tests he performed with references to the fact 
they had been completed seven years ago., . ■

Woher ended two full days on tihie wiOness staoexThurs- 
day afternoon. । .

Onsite the courtroom- Godfrey Isaac, -.representing Sir- 
han, crticcieed the IAPD fot'oot.proeucing the records to- 
which Wof'er refereed. , ",

"The police Department is determneed that we shall not. 
get the facts," he s&d. . '

"I don’t believe .to (Wolltt) has the total lack of recall 
on perhaps the most important case he has ever had."

Attorney Md Levme, representing Paul Schtaee, one of 
five persons wounded at the itoe Kennedy was shot, said 
it did not appear that Wolfer had refreshed his memory 
from police fites before tcstiyi'ing. . ' ,

"We are going to ask for the .ric:oleis in every case 
wherC .Wolfct indicated he may have made a test," the at- 
;flroey:jBaleL_:_____—

(Indccaee page, name of 
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Sirhan. Probe 
Recessed

Superior Court prnceed- 
ingsin the limited probe of 
baliistiss evidence in tie, 
Sirhan B. Sir-han murder trial ’ 
have been recessed untiil Sept,1 
25. though a pane) of forensic! 
experts may still hold their .
initial meeting here next 
week. ' • - .1 .

Presidmg Judge Robert AJ 
Wenke ordered the recess 
yesterday after Los Angeles 
police crimuiotoiistt Dewayne 
Wolfer completed an ex- . 
amination and identification 
of some 20 exhibits used in 
Sirhan’s 19618 trial for as-. ’
sassinating Sen. Robert , F.j 
Kennedy. J

Wolfers identification and .
cross-examination this week 
eompierea the first pnase of 
the probe, oreleree last month 
on a petition filed by Colum- ■
bia_B.roadcasting. Ssvtem and 
one time Kennedy aide Paul 
Schrade. . j

.Next weeks Superior! 
Court hearing is set to con-, 
sider. requests!ifor Los Angel­
es Police Dept.-reconfe re­
lated to Wolfer’ ctijme lab1 
iovesiigation of Sirhan' -
Ballistic evidnnce.

The initial meeting of the 
seven-memter firearms iden-: 
tificatioo panel is intended to 
nooreinate and finaiize pro- •
ceedural activities for, an in- 
eepeneent re-examination of 
hhe ballistics evddence and a 
probaWe new test firing of 
Sirhan’s weapon. • j

Prellmirlary testing of the 
evidence itself, which 
originally was snhleiiutdd to 
begin Monday, has been post-|. 
pned pending completion of 
arrao.gc'menis for .conducting 
hemew’iests. . ■ 1

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Doubt Cast on' State_of 
Evidence in Kennedy Probe 

.Gun Expert Says Buffets Have Darkened, Marks 
on Them Ale No Exactly, as They Were Originally 
; BY JOHN KENDALL. and WILLIAM FARR ,

' . ■ Times Staff Writers - ^.i.'..; ^ iX;^ ;7'>;
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper,, city and state.)

. LAID crime laboratory citief De­
Wayne A. Wolfer Wednesday’ cast 
doubt on the current conditom of 
evidence bullets to be examined by 
experts in reopening aspects of the 
enquiry on the assassination of 
Robert F. Kennedy. . .

Near the end of a day-long appear­
ance on the winees standi, the 50 
year-old criminalist was asked by 
Dep. Dist. Atty- Dinko Bozanichi 
whether striations on two bullets 
were in the same condition as when 
beexammed them. j
. '(Striations are marks made on but' 
lets as they pass through a gun bar­
rel.) . ’ i
•Jimi sure they are not," Wolfer re­
plied. " . . . ..

Earlier, Wolfer had commented 
that bullets and shell casings he was 
examining with a magnifying glass to 
find hs initials were "tremendously 
darkened.” - .

Wolfer pr-efaced many of his an­
swers in hs testimony with remind; 
ers that he was trying to recall whatt 
he had done seven years ago. . 

led off in qucstionmg by atiorncy 
Howard Privett, repmsenting the 
Columbia-Broadcastmg System a 
baitcry of lawyers worked slowly 
through identification of evidence to 
be presented later to experts for stu­
dy. • ;
- The evidence examined Wanes-- 
day inchided Sirhan Sirhai's gun 
three test bullets marked with the 
wrong gun number and bullets taken 
fomKenniedy,s neck and from vic- 
ims Irwin Stroll and Ira GoldsieinuS
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FUMer^estiOTtag, WolfersaMthe 
handwriting on exhibit 55 at the Sir- 
han trial appeared to be his, but he 
did, not recall who gave him the 
wrong number appearing on it. .. < 

; The serial number on exhibit 55-*- 
H-186)2—tetonged to a gun used by 
Wolfer to muzzle, distance and 
sound tests and was not the Sir-han 
gun nmber. as it was supposed to 
have been. • . . . , . • . . 
1Wfc-e™5^ .the jen^dy? 
Weisel and Goldstem buhets and tes



I

Hfied he found the initiate "DW" but he said he could not 
recall making any tests on them other than identifying 
the bullets as coming from Sirhan's gun. - • - ^

: The Criminalist said he did not recall whether he made 
any other tests on the Sirhan gun other than test firing it. . • 
He said he did not rememter examing the gums cylinder.

■ Wolfer indcrated he used one of seven test bullets fired 
from Sirhan's .22-calib>er revolver to compare with the 
evidence bullets, but he did not know if he had marked 
the one used for comparison. . ■ ■ -

. To the best of his recoleection, Wolfer said, he only used 
two guns for ttitiog in the Kennedy case, Sirhan's weap- 
oo and one similar to it used for sound and muzzte dis­
tance teste. -.a
' The^ hearing-resumes today before Superior Judge

Robert L. Wenkt with W’olfer back on the stand. '
f The next step in the ,procted01g will be reexamnaaiinh 
of evidence by a panel of experts. They will be asked to 
resolve*, if possible, cootiouiog speculation whether a sec­
ond gun might have been fired in the Amiaassad(Jrpaotr'y 
OSTJuoetS? 1968. .............. _, •.... — iJ —"TT?..
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Sirhan Ballistic . 
Evidence 
• Preliminary hearings in a. 
probe of ballistic evidence in 
the 1968 slaying, oi Sen. Rob­
ert F. Kennedy are expected 
to end today, despite dis­
covery that one oi the exhibtss 
is incompeeee.. . ?

. .Discoveyy that, evidncce 
vias missing .came late, yes­
terday when a sealed en-

(Mount Clipping in Space Bdow)

Missing

(Indicate page., name oi 
newspaper, city and state.)

veiope contawung two live .22 
cartrigess and one expended 
bullet taken from Sirhan B. 
Sirhan’s pocket after the 
murder wer-e opened in the 
Superior Court oi Presidmg 
Judge Robert A. Wenke. and 
one oi the cartrigess was mis­
sing. , '

The envelope was one oi 20 
sealed exhibtts from Sirhan’ 
trial winch Los Anfetesjiolice 
criminai’st DeWayne Wolier 
nas been explaining and idem-. 
eifying irom the witness stand 
ior t:hree days. ,

. Wolfer discovered a bullet 
was mtssing when he opened 
the envelope tagged 
“People’s 14.” . . i

: County Clerk’ office crim­
inal records chief Dave Co­
eman had no immediate ex­
planation about the exhibtt, 
which was last taken from its 
sealed enveloped in Mayr. 
1974. . . • .
. Dep. Dist. Atty. Dinko' 

Bozanich later charged that 
the missing bullet gives new 
support to his position that 
improper handling oi Sir-han 
evidence by the Counrty Clerk 
during the last seven vear-s 
has destroyed its “integrity” 
and makes the court-ordered 
ballistics pr-ote useeess. . - ■
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' Sirhan’s attorney, Godfrey 
Isaac, however, argued that 
the missing, bullet plus other -irregulanTiisr in mar-fang 
and handings the exhibtts 
str-engtthens his charg;e that 
ponce and District Attorney 
handimg oi the Sirhan in- 
Vcstga^ttion and prosecutisn 
denied hi’ cUent a iair trial.
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None of the attorneys rep­
resenting the Columbia 
Broadcasting System- and 
Paul Schrade indicated the 
missing bullet itself has any 
effect on planned re-testing of 
Sirhan ballistics evidence , by 
a panel of firearms experts.

- The . experts tentatively 
are scheduled to begin scien­
tific re-examination of the 
evidence Monday, providing 
exhibits now before the court 
are qualified as authentic, 
and Sirhan’s consent to the 
probe is obtamed in writing.

The seven forensic experte 
are specifically charged with 
decidmg: r - ' -.1 

. • Whether the exhibits are 
currently. in condition to 
make reliable firearms aden- 
liiticalton: ■ -I

• If such identificatinns 
ire possibee, do thiey confirm 
Wafer’s original findmgs? ' 
! • And do the questioned 
exhibits in any way support a 
conclusoon that a second 
weapon, was fired during the 
cnncsninctton?



Herald-Examirer photo by Myron Dubee

County .Clerks office criminal records chief Dave Coleman displays. 
guTSirhan B. Sirhan used to assassinate Sen. Robert K.ennedTy~here.
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7 Experts Due to Begin Reexamining 
Bullet Evidence in Sen. Kennedy Case

BY WILLIAM FARR
Times Staff Writer

Seven of the nation's foremost 
firearms identification experts are 
scheduled to begin reexamination to­
day of the bullet evidence in the 
Robert F. Kennedy assassinatinn case.

They were welcomed to their task 
in Los Angeles Tuesday by county 
Board of Supervisors Chairmnn 
James Hayes, who told them, "I hope 
you will be able to come up with 
some sound evidence that will dispel 
the doubts that have arsen in the 
minds of many people."

(IodCcale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

-— LOS ANGELES TIMERS 
LOS ANGELES,CA

The experts are expected to re­
quire at least the remainder of ths 
week to make their microscopic com­
parisons of the buMs and report 
their findmgs to Robert Wenke, pre­
siding judge of the Los Angetes 
County Superior Court.

Wenke ordered rssximination of 
the bullets and possible retag of 
convict assassin11 Sirhan Sohan's 
gun asthe ref^lkof petitions!? fid by 
CBS, Iok, and Paul Schrader, one of 

1t'e f'i■by^ wounded^Ehe 
night Kennedy was slain'seven years 
ago. "

Reports that some of the bulges do 
not match up billitticilly have led to 
speculation that a second gun was 
fired in the Ambassador pantry that 
night.

The county superiors entered lee 
court proceeding j° support of CBS 
and Schrade at the request of Super­
visor Baxter Ward, whose interest in 
the controvessy dates back to his 
days as a telev'sion newscaster.

Costs of the rssxa■minaOion! 
proceeding's will be paid by the 
Board of Supervsoss. The experts 
are donating their tervicet but will 
be reimbussed for their travel and 
living expenees.

The experts spent most of Tuesday 
in closed-door sessions working out 
procedural matees-s prepiraOosy to 
1 aunchng. the actual reexamOaiiOon 
todav.
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Microscopic compansons fhebu,!- 
lets will be made wrtneqirpment set 
up in a jury room adjaceftHo. Superi­
or Court Department^Sa thfcrajwrn- 
towncounttyW^^ F

A ComSai13^ F’F’Wpe wth an 
attachmenNhCt Will take magnified 
photos of theViltets has been provid­
ed by the American Optical Co.

. The panel of experts elected Pa- 
trtck Garland, a firearms examiner 
with the Virginia Bureau of Forensic 
Sciences, as their admintsrcafor and 
liafeon representative with court offi­
cials:.

Other experts participating in the 
retesting are Stanton Berg, an inde­
pendent firearms examiner from Min­
neapolis; Lowell Bradfodd, a forensac 
consultant from. San Jose who for­
merly served as head of the Santa 
Ciara3, County crime laboratory; 
Alfred Biasotti, assistant chief of the 
Cahforma Department of Juste's in- 
vestigaiive services branch; CorBand 
Curningham, chef of the firearass 
and tool marls unit of the FBI L,C- 
bfrct^oryJr Washington, D.C.; 
Charles; Morton, a criminalist with 
the Instate of Forensic Soreness in 
Oakland; and Ralph Turner, a proies- 
sfr*MiWrgcrn State Univessits's 
school of criminal justiceT^^^*^



EXP^RTSs-Authorities on firearms identification take up most of front row at a Board of Super- 
v sors hearing at which they were welcome to the task of re-exam in ing Kennedy case bullets
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Sir-han
Evidence

(Mount Clipping in Space Be-ow)

Probed
. Preliminary ' examinatinn 

of the Sirhan B. Sirhan 
murder-trial talls>iic^ 
।evidence by a panel of foren-! 
cic experts wac to begin today 
,m Superior Court here.
• Initial tests by seven, na 
,tiona experts are intended tol 
1 determine if Sirhan’s gun and 
| the bullets recovered from 
।the body of Sen. Robert F’J 
Kennedy and five.other per 
cons wounded in the 19618 An-- 
Ibaccador shooting are in con- 
Idition for significant retes-- 
ing. •

The ceven experts were 
brought here at county ex­
pense yesterday, to conducta 
fourt-oddered probe of the 
baliicticc exhibics in an effort 
to determnee if any evidence 
exists to cupport Ithe cecond- 
gun theory of the cenator’s 
death.
| Tidewater Regional Labo­
ratory forensic expert Pa­
trick Garland from Norfolk, 
।Va., was chosen the panels 
court administrator, yester­
day. He was the last expert 
chosen by agreement of at­
torneys involved in the peti­
tion to review the Sirhan 
evidlence which wac filed last 
miontti by Columbia Broad- 
icacting System and fftmer 
Kennedy campaign aide P^l 
Schrade.

The other panel memtiers 
are FBI forensic, expert 
Courthind Cunningham of 
iWashington, Stanton 0. Berg 
of MinneapoiSs, Alfred A. 
Bacotti of 'Sacramento, 
Lowell W. Bradford of San 
Josie, Charies V. Morton of 
Oakland!, and RalphLTutnet of 
EacLLansing.. Mich. I
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

RFK 2nd Gun

: Seven firearms ' experts 
have begun .sCientffic tests to 
determine if a second gun 
,Could have been used in the 
Assassination of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy, .

The fust order of business 
in the court-ordered probe of 
lballistics evidence from 
Sirhan B. Sirhan’s 1968 trial id 
to determme if about 20 ex­
hibits are in good enough con-j 
dition to make a reliable fire­
arms identifiaaOrn.

■ The tests, which assistant) 
। chief county counsel Robert 
C. Lynch yesterday said may1, 
'talkie all -week,, are pre 
limmary to a decision on 
whether Sirhan’s'.22 revolveil 
should be test-fired to aid in 
the .baflitsii.Ss testing. j 
^■Supejjitf court Judge F-bL 
ern ArWrenu® last month or­
dered the murder' gun re­
tested to determine if the 
evidence indicaLd a- second 
gun had been used during the 
Ambassador Hotel 'shooting 
seven years agio. -J s

The judge, acted in re­
sponse to a petition filed by 
the Columbia Broadcasting 
System and foimier Kennedy 
«:ampaign aide Paul Schrade. 
. The county Bear'd of Su--, 
pervssors, state attorney gen­
eral and Los Angles district 
attorneys office later joined 
in the request for reexamma- 
ton of the ball^st^cs evidence 
I The panel, headed by Nor 
folk;, Va, forensic expert. Pa 
trick GarianO, was chosen by

tionscnonL
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Sirhan
(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Evidence 
Probed

.Preliminary examination ffl. the Sirhan B. Sirhan 
murder-trial ballisiics
evidence by a panel offoren- 
cic experts was to begin today 
io Superior Court here.

Initial tests by seven na- 
.tional experts are intended to
■determine if Sirhan’s gun and 
the bullets •recovered from 
jthe body of Sen.' Robert F. 
IKennedy and five other per­
sons wounded in the 1968 Am­
bassador shooting are in con- 
Jdition for significant retest­
ing.

The seven .experts were 
brought here at county ex­
pense yesterday, to conduct’ a 
coirt-ootferM probe of the 
ballistic exhibits in an effort 
.o detrrmine if any evidence
exists to support the second- 
gun theory of the senator's 
death. . .

Tidewater Regional Labo­
ratory forensic expert Pa- 
tiiick Garland from Norfolk, 
Va., was chosen the panels 
court admj01istaaior yester­
day. He was the last expert 
chosen by agreement of at- 
OtOneys involved in the peti­
tion -to .review the Sir-han
evidence which was filed last
month by Columbia Broad­
casting System and former 
KrOordy campaign, aide Paul 
Schrade.

The other panel, members 
are FBI forensic expert 
Cortland Cunningham of 
Washington, Stanton O Berg 
of Minneapolis, Alfred A. 
BMaHi. of Sacramento, 
Lowell W. Bradford of San 
Jose, Charges V. Moroni of 
Oakland, and Ralph Tutort of 
lJ^aCt□aOgngri.M!i^ .
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Police btperf_ 
Criticized in

Kennedy Probe
BY JOHN KENDALL '

Times Staff Written

While seven experts examined 
evidence in the Robertt F*. Kennfdiy 
assassination, the district-attorney's 

special counsel Thussday criiiczzed 
he practices of a Los Angeles Police 
Department irimioalitt who original- 
y cooductldl tests in the case.

Thomas F. Kranz, -appointed by 
Acting Dist. Atty, John How-ami last 
ionth in the "second,gun".inquiry, 
said he did not doubt the validity of 
,he conviction of Sirhah'B. Sir-han for. 
Kennedy's murder seven years!''ago).

But he said the apparent lack of re­
port by' DeWayne Wolfer, the 
LAPO's balltttics expert in the case 
and now head of the department's 
crime lab, "raised doubts as ^to the 
substance of the evidence in the case."

He suggested that the current in- 
vettgJaioon by a panel of experts 
might be . crucial because it could be 
the first thorough examnation of the. 
bullet evidence.

As far as he knew, Kranz said, the 
LAP’D had done a "tIlmlele(Oous" job, 
in probmg the question of conspiracy 
in theKennoiy atsastinaiOiOn. He said 
other aspects of the probe were de- 
tahed in triplicate.. . ,

"The only area where the i-eports 
are not complete is in the baHSttic ex-. 
amination," he said,

Sirhan's attorney, Godfr-ey Issac,' 
and cttoroly Mel Lavine; represent­
ing Paul Schrade, one of five other’s 
wounded when Kennlely was shot,, 
joinedKranz in r•cis01gquettiont 
about the case, ’ - - -. 7 - ■

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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. ^Tm concerned about documental
. tion," Jssatsaid. "Idon’t think.Wolfir ' 

has done an adequate job." .; “
. Levine insisted that the app^ent 

■ nonexistence of reports mustrbe tx- 
planted. Ht pointed out that a starch 

. of LAPD files had failtd to turn'' up 
analyted evidence reports on 
evidences bullets.

Ht said there wtre.no records, or 
reports on the results of tht x-ray of 
ceiling panels with bulletholes. in 

, them or records or reports on spec­
' trographic analysis ofevidencebub

Itts:

A

/• ..

)
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■ why there is a wholly inadequate record of the______  
wererTShauctai in the most important investigation' in 
LAPD history'," levine said!. '
t Wolfer testified last week at a hearing before Superior!

. Judge Robert A. Wenke that in several instances he could!
• Pot remember specificity what he had done seven years 
’ago, but he repeatedly said he assumed he had made; re­
ports on various aspects of the investigation about which 
he was asked. * g
* iTwo .poMce oncers, Philip'L. Sartuche and Gordon P. 
McDevitt;, were assigned to search department files for re 
portside by Woffer. They came to court Thursday to 
■report what they found.

. Under -questioning by attornyss, Sartuche said he die 
now anayad evidence reports prepared by Woffer on 
bullets taken from Schrade and the four other victims, jr 
win Stroll* -Ira. Goldstein, Wiliam Weisel and Elisabeth 
Evans. . ,

The investigator said he had searched police files where 
jhet^ught all ballistic evidence reports might he found.

"Caai you think of any other location?" Levine asked.
- "No," Sartuche replied. • '
‘The eXPelttLs®IeCted t° look, into the possbiiity that a 
Tcond gun was fired in the Ambassador pantry were ,

, . g their investigations Thursday in a jury rom 
rffid.wi“h an array of scientific equipment.

"They are hard at work," Wenke said. "They seem to be 
’ u"*nfitdi and im pleased about that;." '

After “ng iodividual confidential reports, the expert 
W]U.dncuss whether further tests of the evidence shouli 
beBadtt _ ,
^-“efmetestaJM^^

)

\
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Scientific examination of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial 
■allistic evidence resumed to­
day with no apparent hope of 
.urning up original investiga­
tion reports made by city Po- 
Uce Dept.. Crimnookigsst De­
Wayne Wolfer.

Police Sgts. Philip 
Sartuche and Gordon 
McDevitt told Superior Court 
Presiding Judge Robert A. 
Wenke yesterday that a week- 
■ong search of departmental 
files failed to unearth the re­
ports Wolfer said he prepared 
in the 196)8 investigation of the 
assassination of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy.. ,

Wolfer’s memoranda, and 
reports were sought as aids 
"or a seven-member panel, 
ed by Norfolk, Va., forensce 
expert Patrick Garland, in 
■eaching a decision on wheth- 
or the exh'ibtts from Sirhan’s 
riai are still in condition for 
diable testing.

At Garland's request,' 
Wenke agreed the panel may 
confer with one another on die 
fiI•tt tests to determnie f a 
reriring of Sirhan’ gun would 
be heipful in proving or dis­
proving the ‘'second-gun 
theory. .

Subsequnnt tests, however; . 
nw’t be conducted independ­
ently and without consulta- 
tiion, he rufod. ■ . ■

Each of the seven experts 
is char-ged with preparing re­
ports conceiving the validity 
of Wolfer’s origmal findmgs, 
and an opinion on. whether or.' 
not a second gun could have 
been fired in the’Ambassador, 
Hotel pantry where Kennedy ', 
was slain. ■ ■ |

■ These indivddual reports” 
are to be sealed and sub- 
miS^ed^o'ShB court." “.

D
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birhan Murder ' 
Gun Test-Fired7

BYJOHN KENDALL
Times'Staff Writer , '

Sirhan’B. Sirhan's gun was test- 
firei.-Friday in the "second guin'! in­
quiry into the assaissinatinn of-Robert 
F. Kennedy more than seven yeans 
agoat the Ambassador. ... .
: ■ Four shots were fired Friday from 
the '22-caliber .Iver-Oohntnn eight- 
?hot revolver into a gray watertank 
set up in a-basement rtQm;tf the Los 
!Angeles. County Hall of "Admlnisrra- 
tion. ' ' .

Paarick Garland, r',fiIerrmis exa- 
ininer with.'the ’Virginia. Bureau of 
Forensic Sciences, fired.the weapon. 
He was aeeieted by ’Cortland Cun- 
hingham, chief of the. firearm's and 
tool mark unit of the FBI.L1rbtrrttry 
in Washington, DC. ' ' '

Tlhe test bulleis,’ fired in ecqlcCmce^ 
of two,-were recoveeed'for compard- 
sofToy a panel of experts eieiecLea‘Jt,t[

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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