\

- ,.. .. tions ahout the-possibility of 2 setond

! ] , ' . Vd N - " - "_," J./:-‘." t-‘-
5 ] “r B g \' . ’, ' L L
. o e~ ST
-1 . ot A N l\
N ro o
\ s
. - . -
| ' -
.’ ! )
examine_evidence introduced at Sir{ , Some gkeptics, ~particylarl

n's tral in 1969,

‘ Kennedy was shot. .

:| Seven. firearms ‘identification’ ex-atelast year when Schrade and for-

) ‘ Superior Judge Robert A..Wenkewho prodiced a documentary film|-
; 'qtdered the inquiry in response to ac-'lk:alled_ "The Second Gun," have ques-
tions filed by Columbia Broadcastingtioned the circumstances of Kenne-
?ystem and Paul Schrade, one of thedy's assassination from the start.
. five other victims wounded When

arach, a Canadian-born j

But pressure to reopen aspects of
the case Has steadily increased since

journalist!-

perts started work Wednesday in an
equipped and guarded jury room: of
the county courthouse under caréfull
procedures drawn up by Wenke and
a battery of attorneys, includirig Sir-
han's lawyer. | ) .
{-One of the questions ‘the experts|
-were directed to address themselves

to is, "Do the- exhibits in any way

nuestions about the assassination.
By the time the Schrade-CBS ac-|
tion went before .-Wenke last morith,
the Board of Supervisors: and. district

atforney's office had joined :in sup;
bort of a reexamination of somie of
e - oo iy ﬁ

support @ conclusion that d 'second|

‘weapon. was. fired at the time ‘of the
assassination??

( I Conspiracy. speculation lqside_, ques-

* ¥unman have ;grown principally:ott
of apparent, ariomalies discovered in
" the bullet evidence. .
[ ! .'“.r:‘ . . \

criminalist William W. Harper late in
1970-at the courity clerk's office. .|
Harper's photographs appeared to|

[\ At heait; of the controversy were! .

phatomicrographis taken by Pasadena,. ) <

—~

challenge identification of bullets b}t]

'Los vAngeles Police ; Departmen

iminalist DeWayne A, Wolfer; now

vom the base of Kennedy’s niécle and
sbullets taken from -victims*Witliam

‘Wéisel and- Tra Goldsteiri were fired
n the world."

however, Harper declared his exain;
ination of the Kennedy and Weise}

not been fired from the same gun. .
Another criminalist, Herbert L

% similar conciusion in an affidavit
signed in November, 1973. He ‘based
his judgment on conditions that the

“Wolfer-testified that-4 bullet taken|
from Sirhan's gun and "no‘‘other gun

In an affidavit dated Dec. '2'8, 1970} -
bullets led him to conclude they had -

" MacDonell of Corning, N. Y., reached.

Lo.
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L _ o the clerk's office must be handled by,

. Wenke under a special court orde

court-records -under- sole jurisdictio
. :of the presiding:judge.- -
I . -, -+, Lucas.adopted ,the. argumient of
‘ ' -y Dep. City Atty. Dion Morrow that the)
v . . LAPD can refuse to reveal its rec-|
. lords. under’-a: sectiori of the state's!
RN LT . ‘Public Records Act exempting from
- disclosure any "police investigatery
) 'files." . o !
- . * ' But the judge hinted.strongly the
o _ ) state Legislature may wish to review
. o <'that and other .exemptions, giving:
' S "the public access to records unless|
.the police or other agencies can|
prove why the. records must remain |
sealed. . :
. Horace A. Ruderman, attorpey for
‘the plaintiffs, had asked Lucas to or-
der the LAPD to inventory and cata- {
' . . Jogue its Kennedy case files. .
v Lucas said there are "fundamental
uestions of policy" concerning the;
, . difference in the district. attorney's
willingness to make its records publie
'and the LAPD's refusal to do so, but |-
. that. those issues ‘were not before his
court. AR
. : - ! Morrow explained that district at-
- - tornty records ‘include only dupli-

\

- eates of items with were entered as| '

. S evidence in the trial of Sirhan, while
' o LAPD files additonally contain rec-
' ) lords on'invéstigations of possible con-

piracy. He 'sdid thal material is}.

- Margely not significant" and wouldi
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

By STEVE COMUS
Herald-Examiner Staff Writer

Firearms experts toda.l
| are. pne step closer fo de;

in the 1968 assassination her:
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
aftef completing & special re.
firing of the .22 revolver use
by Sirhan B. Sirhan.
"The special firing was ‘cony
ducted yesterday in‘the Hall
of Administration. basemenﬂ
where ballistics - expert Pa
trick Garland - fired fou]
rounds of at least two dif:
ferent types.of ammunition
hoth. copper coatéd and selic
leadfbullets were used. The
bulféts were fired ‘into a six-
foot jtall tank filled with, wa-
ter.{ | T
Superior Court Presiding’
Judge Robert A. Wenke au-
thorized the firing Sept. 18,
enabling a special panel of!
seven experts from through-
Iout the country to complete a
classical microscope com-
Fanson test of the bullets

ired yesterday with previous
evidence in the. case.

Wenke's ordér was the re-
ult of a petition filed in
ugust by the _Columbia
roadcasting System, Inc.,
and Paul Schrade, one of the|

victims in the 1968 Am-
bassador Hotel shooting.

The three-part petition
charges the experts to de-
ermine if the evidence from

the assassination and subse-
guent police ballistics testing
till is in good enough condi-
fon to make a comparison
test, if the firearms identi-

RFK Gun Fired
Again for Test

confirms original findings by
police criminologist DeWayne
Wolfer, and if the exhibits in
any ‘way support a conclusmq
that a second weapon wa

fired at_the txm%bs

sassination

flcanon made. by the experts;
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) sometime next week,

[ one m'e*e—p%—ge
panel, . Lowell Bra _ord de-"

probably ‘will be made public|

~ The -current ‘reinvestiga-
tion 'has  beén hampered;
§omewhat by the apparent
loss of a report Wolfer said he
prepared in the 1968 in

;w of -the assassma-
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Wﬂ?@m Fail To & » Get
Sgﬁwm Trial mm

Efforts by a group of free-
lance writers to strip physical
‘control of Sirhan murder trial
ev1dence from the possession
of the pblice, District At-
torney and County Clerk have,
failed in Superior Court.  °

Judge Campbell M. Lucas
yeslérday denied a petition
filed- last month.by writer
Theodore Charach, Woodroy
Thompson, James Horwit:
and Donald Freed to have the
court take possession of all
items from the trial and in-
vestigation which followed

Senator Ropert F. Kennedy's
assassination here in 1968.
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. (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Final Tests
OfSirhan
Pistol Set B

By Unitad Press Imemullonnl

A panel of seven ballistics
experts will finish tes;ing
evidence from the Robert °
Kennedy assassination later - (zf:vdvisc:c::eg?gcei;yn::: :ttue.)
this week, Deputy Los )
Angeles County Counsel
Robert Lunch said Monday. ]

The panel is looking into P.5 EVENING OUTLOOK
“the second~gun theory.” . SANTA MONICA,.CA
Proponents of the theory '
argue there is evidence to
show that another gun, in R , N
addition to the pistol used by
convicted assassin Sirhan B.
Sirhan, was fired in.the Am- ) s
bassador Hotel kitchen the —

Jnight Kennedy was shot in
1968.

The panel, gathered from
around the nation at the re- .
yuesi Ul bt presidiug juuge
of the Superior Court, began .
its work last Wednesday. N
Sirhan's pistol was refired
Friday into a tank of water.
1Four slugs were recovered
for comparison. Il

The panelists are under
orders not to discuss the
tests among themselves,

and to submit seven in- . pate: 10/1/75
Idlzirt:ual reports to the ’ Edition3 Star
co .

. Lynch said the reports are : g:"‘“’
.expected to go to the judge . itor:
by the end of the week, and p Title: SIRHAN
will be made public at a L
hearing later. No date has : T
been set for the Tearing.” . - - - oo,

- -~ ~ . Character:
L SO
L ~, or
™

~ Classl fication:.

s Submnung Office: Los Angeles

|:_] Belhq Investigated

- ‘ ' ' S 6 1S — 4@‘.&

SEARCHED, s IND)
ERIALIZED ? FiL _____

LOS /-\NGELES

DRIGINAL TO THE BURFALI
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. e
B e

EXPErTS .

TN > B Lot
On BB~
\ T . h& 2 & Y
Initial reports of sevén
firearms identification ex-
perts who have.been re-éx-
amining the ballisties
evidence in Robert .
Kennedy's ‘assassination &ie
to be submitted to the Supefi-
or Court here Monday.
Results of the court-or-
dered miniprobe. idto
ballistics identifications
made by Los Angeles Police
criminologist Dewayne
Wolfer-for the 1968- murder
trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan are
expected to provide scientiffc
4nswers Jor the “second guiy’”.
argument voiced - in some
circles concerning tile
senator’s sliying in the Ar-
bassador Hotel on the eve of
his California Presidential
Primary election victory.
The seven experts - have
spent almost two weeks stu-
dying bullets and bullet frag-
ments recovered from
Kennedy’s body and the bod-
ies of others ‘wounded in-the
shooting. - T
Included in the current: tes-
ling was the refiring of a .22
revolver, which Wolfer had

identified ., as the  murder
weanon. thg_\\d .

L e = Y e TR Ny

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

.
M o o
O L.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A=3 "HERALD EXAMINER
~ LOS ANGELES,CA

pate:  10/4/75
edaimon;oaturday Latest

Author:
Eaor: DONald Goodenow

Title:

KENSALT

Character:

or

ClusslﬂcationLAﬂ56_l 5 6*

£f E
Submitting O iceLOS Angeles
D Being Investigated

RIGINAL TQ THE BUREAU,



‘The new ballistic tests
wereordeéred by “Presiding
Judge Robert A. Wenke ‘to
determine if Wolfer’s ballistic
work was valid; and to an-
swer the often repeated: qués-
tion of whether a second gup
could have been used in the
assassination. na

The judge acted on a petj-
tion filed by Columbia Broad-

‘casting System and Panl

Schrade, one-time Kennedy
tampaign aide wounded in
the shooting.

The Board of Supemsors,
District Attorney and State
Attorney General’s Office lat-
er ‘joined the petition in hopé
of ending the long-smoldering
contraversy on whether
Sirhan acted in a conspiraty
with unknown olhens or as*H
lone gunman. &
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Th§1t Was the crucml conc:lusxorJ
Mondaym a-joint.report of seven ex;

perts appointed to examine evidence
in the assassination of Sen. Robet’c F

y-

Th panel made no recommenda
tions ller additional types of testing in
the physical evidence in the case.- |
For the moment, it appeared tha

> experts had put “the second-gun
eory ‘to” rest, but there will be
fturther hearmgs to clean up details. |
The panel's decision was read to
packed courtroom by Superior Judge
[Rabert A. Wenke; 13 days after the
jexperts began their metlculous study.
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'Twwnqluded: S a—
—A bullet taken from the base of
Kennedy's neck had two cannelures

concentric rings running around the
bullet), not one ring as supposedly
demonstrated .in photographs taken
in 1970. .
| —Bullets recovered from
Kenpedy's . sixth cervical vertabra
ared and from vietims Irwin Stro
Ira Goldstein and William Weisel. ha
Similar characteristics' of .22-caliber
long-nﬂe bullets . manufactured by,
fascade Cartridges, Inc., of Lewiston,

| —_Prehmmary measurements did
hot-disclose any significant difference
n rifling angles between the Kenne:|
dy neck bullet and a bullet taken
from Weisél's stomach.
1 The panel also said they could not
ronclude that the bullet that struck
Kennedy's'neck and the bullets taken|
from Goldstein and Weisel were fired
from convicted assassin Sirhar B. Sir+
han's revolver.
The reason, they said, was that}
there are insufficient individual char-
acteristics on each of the bullets to
ake an identification. .
They attributed the poor reprodu-
cibility of stnatlons to barrel foldmg1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



) on, cylinder alignment and possiple 1085, of Ting

déTaTover intervening years. —

The experts' conclusions effectively attacked the mair
points raised by skeptics who had in recent months voiced
a growing chorus of doubt about how many ‘guns were
fired in the Ambassador's pantry seven years ago,

Sirhan's attorney, Godfrey Isaac, said after the hearing
gat- t"hf panel'had "effectively put the second-gun theory

Isaac's evaluation was echoed by Thomak Kranz, 2 spe-
cial counsel appointed by acting Dist. Atty, John Howard
1o review the assassination centroversy.' -, | . AR
_“What'isanost significintiabiout the §inidings is fhe con-
clusion thatno.second. gy, wastired ori-the night of the

tragedy” Kranzsaid. .. . , . - e
Both Kraig:and, Isaac praised'the. way Wenke conduct-
-ed the unique fact-findipg- hearing.
*T think the whole process that brought this result is a
tribute o the American system of jurisprudence,” Isaac
said. "It was impressive 16 me the way the presiding judge
of Lios Angeles County really tiied.to determirie the truth,-
' We can all be proud”® | -
A

\ (Y

-Paul Schiade, one of the five -other persons wounded
the night Kennedy was shot, had no immediate comment
on the outcome. His petition, along with a-companion ac-
tion by CBS, Inc,, led to the reexamination of the ballisties
evidence. ey e
. Schrade's attdrney, Mel Levine, said his client is reserv-
ing his statement for a press ¢onference he has scheduled
today at the Gréater Los Angeles Press Club. :
< *It seems to'be a little bit hasty and a littlé bit improper
1o make a'définitive statement based on partial informa-
tion." Levine said. ' .

' "We believe it is imperative for us to review the seven

Y * !

findividual reports.. ‘ )

| "If, in fact, only, one ‘'gun was fired, my client will be
enormously relievéd. Our goal always has been to obtain
the truth . . . and there is no doubt in my mind the ex-
perts did a thorough, complete job."

‘The’panel's findings were' interpreted by Dion Morrow,
another. special counsel appointed by City Atty. Burt
Pines, as a "complete vindication" of the Lios Angeles Po-
(lice Department's ballistics examination. J

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. Fcti_bn appreciate the concern for seeking the truth which

"1t will e gratifying to LAPD criminalol DE.Wagn
Woller ‘that his professional judgment and the quality off -
his work has been upheld," Moxjrow said.

Wolfer, head of LAPD's crime laboratory and the main|
target.of critics who raised questions ‘about a second gun,

Va. He was not immediately available for comment,
Special Counsel Tom Kranz also will.continue to explore

various other points of contentiori and will issue a report
on this matter, he said. .

"Judge Wenke conducted this hearing in a rnost expedi-] .
tious and judiciods mariner and 1 believe all parties to thig
he reveal d" R

‘Wenlké ‘ordered a reexamination of the evidence Aug.{

4. Three‘days of hearings were held to identify evidence

troduced in the Sirhar trial, and the experts began their] .

examination on Sept. 24. Two days later Sirhan's gun was|
est-fired. : ° . | .

) ) . °
1 The seven experts appointed to the panel were:
l Cortland Cunnirigham; a firearms expert from the FB}
{laboratory- in Washington, D.C.; Stariton O, Berg, an inde|
ipendent forensic consultant from Minneapolis; Charles Vj_

' (Garland, director of the Virginia Bureau of Forensics.
. However,* Police Chief Edward M. Davis prompt]
issued the following statement after being informed, of th
indings: o L

| “After yedrs of unwarranted atiack on criminalist De _
Wayne Wolfer, his integrity and professional excellencl
fhave been vindicated, - "

" "However, this will not stop the tonspiracy theory pr
liteers or the conspiracy theory nuts from drumming yj
additional allegations' which will tend to undermine th
workings of the police, the prosecution and the courts."

Howard joined Davis in that theme.
"1 would hope this would lay to rest the divisive and de
structive rumors surrounding the investigation amn
{prosecution of this case," the acting distriet attorney said.|
~ "I fear that the mentalitiss of the various assassmatm}

{theorists will not allow-thens 19 ahide by this deision.”

Howard; afip Of the thraé prosceutord’ who conbicte
a5 O (e et i onie
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" The "second-guni" thieory, rested primarily G

[pi@"‘_ﬁ_ photgs of evidence bullets taken by Pasadena crimina-
list William Harperin1970. . ' . o
The photographs appeared to show:there were gross in-
dividual differences between the bullet taken from Ken-
nedy)s neck and the one that struck Weisel in the stomach.

“These photos also appeared to-show-that the Kennedy

neck bullet had a single, concentric ring around. it while
the Weisel bullet had two. -, ' | .

Yet, the doubters poifited out that, all eight shots in Sir-
han's' Iver Johnscg} revolver had ‘been produced by Cas-
ade, which manifactured only mini-mag, long-rifie bul-

lets with\iwo cannejures. = . " .

If the Kennedy and Weisel bullets were made by differ-
ent ianufacturers, the critics said, it must follow that a
Fe_cond gun was fired in the pantry that night more than

even years ago. - o Lo
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Settled, Prob
R gbert . Kennedy assassinationi cons

ell Wednesdsy that the "second-

“liuestion -was; xiot answered by,
s appointed toexamire bullet
They told.a<Greater Log Angeles
Press Club news conference that ele-
ents of the ne_wsdmedia have im-|
groperly interpreted the conclusions
r_f the expert panel released Monday. |

N
e

In sum, their position was that mis-
interpretations. have created the fm+
pression thatthere nolonger isa
ibility: of & second gunmari and. po

misining questions of merit. . .. .. J

he byillet evidence. .
Bradford maintain

re wother questions, -
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eade_declared he was satistied

with the scientific work of IhE expaIt
panel, formed in response to a Sup
rior Court petition that he filed in
{August and was joined in by CBS.
| - "It's my opinion that in gréat park
the second-gun theory has been re<
‘futed,” Schrade said. These bullets
‘that lave been under investigation
mmost likely came from the Sirham.
‘gun., Doubt has.been reduced by
.these tests but not eliminated.®

Joling, who said he was &peaking
as an 'individual, considered that a.
Mgiant step forward" had been taken,
in scientific investigation and should{
not be dropped. T
. He, along’ with Bradford andi
'?[%wenstein. fav«_;reﬂfn}wo&etests. .
. Joling suggested cr scientl
tests could include a photograpmc ré-
.construction of the assassination
scene, a reexamination of bullet path!
ways and a determination of ho‘vJ.
many shots were fired. i J
. Lowenstein noted that the Los An-
geles Police Department had ded
stroyed bullet-punctured ceiling pa-
nels taken from the Ambassador. - |

He suggested a test using a simila
panel to duplicate the action of a bul
let that was said to have pierced a
ceiling panel, ricocheted off a ceiling;
penetrated another panel and struc
a vietim.
! "f want to know whether a bulle
‘can do it," he said. "I'm open mind
on it but I think that test is crucial.”
" Lowenstein admitted that it w:
possible that scientific investigatio
might not produce a definitive an:
swer to all questions in the end.
' “But," he said; "it's possible that by,
continuing to eliminate more and
more questions effectively, we will
Lrrive at a eonsensus as to what oc|
curred, based on expertstudy."f" !
_When hearings were held forfore;
Superior Judge Robert A. Wejike last|
month, the jurist, narrowed the scope|
of the hearing' mostly to.gbnsidera-,
'i.i'on of the bullet evidence. |
| Wenke resisted attempts to‘expand,

the experts' job into consideration of
he number of bullets fired or their
- ey
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‘When the experis went to work|
Lnﬁ?’questmns theyg_Te?%d
to consider was: "do the exhibits m
any way support a conclusion that &
second weapon was fired at the time
of the assassination?"

\ Their .answer, offered in a joint red
port, was: ]

"There is no substantive or demon-
strable evidence to indicate that
more. than one gun was used to f1re
any of the bullets examined."

Critics claimed that response d1d
not rule out the possibility of a sec-
ond gun because the experts could
not positively identify any of the
evidence .bullets as coming from Sir-
han Sirhan's revolver,

Thus, according to thej reasonmg,
it follows that bulletsftaken from

Kennedv.. William isel and _Ira
Goldstein could have fired from:

a weapon other than the conwcted
assassm S. I

' Each of the experts filed individual |
reports and none found enough indi-
vidual characteristics on the Kenne-l
dy, Weisel' and Goldstein bullets to!

say they came from Sirhan's ?

| However, Cortlandt Cunnjfigham
lof the FBI in"Washington nofed that
‘"gross imperfections” produeed by
;Slrhans revolver were found on the
lthree bulllets and on test bullets.
"While these imperfections are no
|sufﬁclently unique to be able to ef.
fect an identification, they do suggest
,that no other w

n was used,

d. a Norfolk_ Va.

Erlmmallst alsd’ commented on class

'charactenstlcs and those same "gr
efects "

l Based on these factors, and others,
arland wrote, ... There is no

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Superior Court hearing
ave been scheduled here
ext week to cross-exam;ne

Robert F. Kennedy (Indi¢ate page, name of

Dist. Atty, John- Van d newspaper, city and state.)
amp yesterday directed spe:
ial coiinsel Tom Kranz

A-3 HERALD EXAMINER
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Oct: 28 and 29. = <
| Earlier : this “month, the
hallistics- experts told- Judge

- nel' of _experts_wa
ormed as theresultor a pm}
med m Supenor Co
ast -August %and each ‘mem
ber worked independeritly. -_
| ‘““The original court orde!
called for, the cross-examina
tmn of expérts: When these .
experts agreed that only one -
gun fired the bullets, many of
mepartles to the case lost
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xperts

By United Press International
Seven firearms ‘expert

who concluded two weeks
ggo that there is no ev1dencq

f a “second gun” _in th
obert Kennedy assassina
ion will return to Lo

, |Angeles next week to defen
eir findings in court.

| Citing a need for th
ublic to know the fruth
istrict Attorney John Va
e Kamp sunimoned the ex
erts to a public cross
xamination Oct. 28-2
gefore U.S. District Judg
Robert A. Wenke, wh
ordered their : examinatio
of evidence in the case. b
‘“When the experts agh
in essence that only one!
fired the bullets, man of
the partiesto the case lost)
interest in pursuing the is-
sue,” 'Van de Kamp noted.
“I understand that at-
[1tude butT think it'si impor-
tant that these witnesses bé
tested in a traditional
adversanal setting.
| “The pursuit of the truth

is the goal of the court. It’j

pur goal, too.”

, The -experts anhounced
Oct. 6, after a meticulous
iwo-week study of ballisti
evidence including the .22
caliber revolver fired by
§|rhan-51rhan“ﬂ1e qxght 01
hé;Qﬁ&,Cghfoma primary,
hat there was “‘no subbtan-

ide or demnnqtra hl_
e{ndence that more than Qn

gtm was used.”

i

They - dlscounted asser
jons that there were “gros
lifferences”” on the bulle

ador Hotel, but said ther
as insufficient eviderice
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, I simply -want to en;

[Sonte cLIvICS; IncIudiig
f(ﬁn’e’i"%v York congres-
sman Allard Lowenstein,
have' suggested sirice then
that the ‘‘second-gun
question’ was not answered
by the findings.
| ‘ -
Van'de Kamp said he per-
Sonally has no reason toI
doubt the experts’ con-
cliisions.

|sure,” he said, ‘‘that we ex-
plore every avenue in assur-

ing that the findinge-a=emc;
bufatel® 1@+
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irhan Gun. le
xperts Wil
- ’ ‘ 2l .
xplain Ruling
BY WILLIAM FARR
, Times Staff Writer *
The experts who concluded there
was no evidénce that a second gun
as used in the assassination of
Robert F. Kennedy will .be brought
back to Los Angeles Oct. 28 to tell
how they arrived at their findings.
| Dist. Atty. John Van de Kamp
Monday announced his decisi tq
have the panel of seven experts ap:
pear at a hearing on that date before
Superior Judge Robert A. Wenke. |
T simply want to ensure that we‘,
explore every avenue in assuring
that the findings are accurate,” Van
de Kamplsaid, adding that he had n(:J
peason t¢] doubt the conclusion tha
o -second gun was involved. : J
. Tt was Wenke, the presiding judg
of Superior Court, who ordered the
reexamination of the bullet evidence!
in the case and the refiring of con-
icted assassin Sirhan B. Sirhan's gun.
%Wenk_e took that step in response

$

Tl

\

petitions ‘filed by CBS,’Inc., and
Paul Schrade, one of the five othe

E,et‘sons' wounded the night Kenned;
as shot in the pantry of the Ambas-ﬁ
Sadbr more than seven years ago.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

IT-1 LOS ANGELES TIMES
LOS ANGELES,CA

pate: 10/22/75

edton:Wednesday Final
Author:William Eo Farr
Editer: William: Thomas

TS SHTRHAN!

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting Office: LOS Angeles
[] Betng Investigated

56— /s CH
AL_cry ﬂ/_;;__l:%r‘&:‘f\w%ﬁ

NEIEUN
AETTRN yT)

G
'




——

s affer the experts Nad]

r "3 meticulous rew'*é'v‘gﬁ“’ﬁle
u'earms evidenceé, Wenke read their
mdmgs to.a packed:courtroom. -
“There is no substantive or demon-
rable evidénce"that more than one
gun was used to fite any of the buld
ets” exammed " the: expert,s sald in
heir key conclusiori. - . - \
Even Godfrey Isaac, who book parti
§:r‘1 the proceedmgs as Sirhan's. attor-

ey, sald he' thought the findings,
have \effectwely laid the second-gun
théory to.rest." T
Isaac's evaluatxon was."echoed. by
Tom Kranz,: the'spécial counsel -aj
pointed'by the’ then-act.mg Dist. Atty]
John, Howard to teview the assassm
ation controversy
Vah de Kamp nebed in making the
mnouncement Monday, that "Whex{
he. experts, agreed inessence tha
only one gun’ fired: bullets many o
the'parties 1o the case and other con!

1'ernegt ;_;@ple lost interest in pur
juing the jssuet . " e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Van de Kamp also pomted out that Wenke's court ordul
for cross-examination of the experts.

Prior to-the evidentiary review by the experts, critics o
the Kennedy assagsination investigation had maintained
. were "gross differerices" on the bullet taken from

senator's neck and one that struck bystander William|
Weisel in'the storitach,
This assertion was not supported by the experts, 'Ded
te those findings, some of the critics still contended
hat the “second gun question" was not answered by the

xperts.

These critics, mcludmg former New: York Congressmar
Allard Lowenstein and American Academy of Forensic
jciences president Robert Joling, stressed the fact that
.he experts could not definitely say the bullets that struck
%gn:edy, ‘Weisel, and another bystander, Jra Goldstein

fired from Sirhan's gun.
The reason, the experts said, was that there are insuffi
t'individual characteristics on each of the bullets tq
e a positive identification.
Informed Tuesday about the upcoming hearmg, ‘Schrad
id he "welcomed" Van de Kamp's action and said h
ought it was a good idea to have the questioning at
earing open to the public."
Isaac said that he, too, would participate in the’ Oct
éa i "Although I do not anticipate any great revela
Lmk t would alter the previously announced findings,
1 owe it to Sirhan to-have the-matter covered fully,"
saactsald
l Howard anett a Los Angeles lawyer representin
FBS in the matter, could not be reached immediately for

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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) for eiiam; ho’ﬁ m open cout“l?

Sbgenor Codrt heanngs
have been scheduled’ here]
next week to cross-examme
the .séven experts. who_ found'
no pvidenceof'a second gun in
the 1968 assassination of - Sen
bert F. Kennedy
s o 3

mp yesterday directed-spe
lal “¢ounsél . Tqm :Kram ta
se

Oct 198 dnd 29-. .

¢ Earlier “this* month,’ the
'ballistics experts told Judge
‘Robert .Wenke there was.no
,evxdence that'.a’ second’ gun
had been- ‘used in. ‘the Am-
bassador Hotel. assassmatlon
for whxch ‘miirder, Sirtian B,
Slrhan subsequently was conq

l'hst August " apd.each- mem
bei” Workéd mdependently
'+ “The ongmal court orde
called for the cross-examina
tion' of experts. ‘When thes
experts agreed that only on
n fired the bullets, many o
e parties to the .case’ los

terest_in_pursuing the 153
tluefﬁamn:sﬁ" =

-
-

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

EYPERTS‘FRCE
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Unless-oonvncted assassin Sirhan B,
Sithan starts doing some meaningfu
and revealing talking, and mighty quick;
official history. of our time iS going t
report that Sirhan acted alone when h
fired, @ handgun at Senator Robert F.
Kennedy at the Ambassador Hotel on
June 5, 1968.

] That’s right!

Just like the Los Angeles police, th
District Attorney and the FBI have been
telling us all along, the late Bobby Ken
nedy is no |onger amongst the.living be-
icause a “nut’, armed with a cheap .22
caliber pistol, just happened to walk irito
a busy hotel kitchen pantry one hot
summer election night and murder him.

It's as simple as that.

Orisit? -

- ‘True, Bobby" Kennedy s “politica!
lbnemies included' Richard ("“Trickyy
Dick”) Nixon -and organized crime ele-
ments of the Teamsters Union, bul
neither Nixon and his Watergate Plum-
bers Squad nor the nationial crime syn-
dicate would try to kill him.
| And, if the .S, Central Inteliigenc
Agency planned. President. John F.
ennedys assassination, “as Warren
Commission critic Mark Lane:charged af
khe time, it certainly wouldn't plan his
brother Bobby Kennedy’s assassination
ellher :
Only the. heisy, nutty, paranmd con-
piracy buff followers of District Attorney
Jim. Garrison.and his JFK assassination
probe. down in New: Orléans, or its syiri-
athizers, wouid come to believe that
Bobby Kennedy was the victim of any-
one other than that “crazy-Arab”.

But in 1970, retired Pasadena police:

riminalist William W. ‘Harpef took a look
at the physical evidence in the RFK as-
“sdssination. Harper acted partly out of
his own curiosity and at the urging of
others, including RFK assassination in-
restigator Ted Charachy.

| Sclentifié photographs taken by

Harper of the RFK assassination bullets,
indicated strongly that an RFK neck bul-
’et (Exhibit No. 47 at Sirhan's trial). did
nt ball stlcally' match. another RFK as-
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Tragauility soon, prevaile ﬁo'we‘_“v r] - he next 45 mir )
‘While- it proved that Har%%'r”ﬁﬁ ABC:TV, Howard K. Smith played;
mpered with any evidence, what was]back an ABC-TV soundtape of the RFK'
a scam was that the Grand Jury, a rub- hssasslnation, and ‘Smith counted 10 on
ber stamp for the Los Angeles District{ii1 bullets each time he had the network
Attorney’s office, refused to'test-fire the replay the sound tape. -

Srrhan gun. .and bullets. - - ' As time during-the night went by

* Only, ‘in. the’ wake of the infamous Smith began to'realize that what he wa

Nixon Watergate standal was enough freportingwas not goirigto jive with aon
‘pressure put on Los County authorities, jgunman theory.
subsequently -forcing the Sirhan evi:| “President Kennedy was assassi
Mdence reexamination, and that came nated by a lone nut, Lee Harvey Os:
‘about in late  September of 1975. ald,” Smith then started reporting over
! By Oct. 4th, Los Angelés Superioriand over again, and to this day we have
Court Judge RobertA Wenke received|riot héard the -ABC-TV sound tapd
the so-called “Comprehensive Jointfagain.
Report of the Firearms Examiners” in| Even Teddy Charach doesn't have it
Sirhan Case, No. A-233421. : or has. not, to.our knowledge ever used
" A5 relgased to the news media onfi or cited it.
Monday, Oct. 6th'by Judge Wenke, thel . As formier New York Congressman AI- '
néws media quickly flashed this .quote _ardK Lowenstein has pointed out, ifthe,
around the world: . Los Angeles police or District Attorriey;
“There is no substantive-or demon- was -willing . to D destroy_ceiling..p a;s,
strable evidence 1¢” indicate that more who is-to, sanyhat’ .91\
than gne gun was used to fire any -of the Irkewrse daslroy bullets‘o' 4
bullets examined.” fo at least find r Téport
" And,.at that, the' Teddy Charach! her thaf
(pushed ‘second gun theory” was: trnallyﬁal'. there
'strangled-at the L.A. Courthouse, with ln?ﬁm

18t 1hg-6) A
"“lr cannoe pmncmqeu'mm—:xmm :
47, 51 (Siroll-bllet) “ahid-54 *{ver‘e firk
'ﬁ\m"the ‘Sithan revolver™®==# - .. /
They aftributed this factoF-to thé poo-
reproducibility of striae left on oonsecu
ively fired test bullets. .
1 .In other words, .the .experts. felt th
hose bullsts were 'tfgo badly defdrme
\ but :

\ll oFthigTis assu g'omourse*mal
morethan’7 biliéts weré not ﬁred*durmd
the asSasslnatron. ‘or that perhaps four
‘or five: other bullets (making. 11, shots)'—————
were .not also found by authorities an
'E\en destroyed or else never -discovered

y irivestigators to. begin with.

At the time of the assassination: of
obert Kennedy, this reporter was srt-]
ing at home and watching the wrap-up,

' the ABC-TV network coverage of th

California Democtatic. Party prrmaﬂ
ce on KABC-TV. :

Network - correspondent Howard K

Smith, just before ABC-TV had com-
letely signed off, reported what he said)
as_an assassination attempt on}
enator Rentedy. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I NonSU 1 VI TS ProciEl hal
as involvedin a conspiracy a}’rn% served | C&-HamgiTOM a cliff with its tail tied to

as a patsy anid possibly as a killer as [{daisy. & phalanxofe vi o
ell, would it make-any di);fe'rence if one{fconfirm it... perts WIII.appea_rj
r 50 guns were used in the Robert| “Thename ofthe game is nottruth
ennedy ambush? it is power.” (As quoted from “Oswald |
. | Unfortunately, the way the second New Orleans: Case for Conspiracy wi
jun conspiracy potential. was handledjhe CIA”, 1967.) '
by most of its supporters and the news, ' Unfortunately, as it appears right now,
media as well, everything in the RFK|egardless of whether he just doesn'
assassination truth movement began to/l remember or wants 10. cover up for hi

concentrate on the two gun’potential. {Confederates outof a false sen: '
" Thus, after the experts rendeged theiralty, Sithan Sirhan evider?tly 'SSQeO?:'g,y
one gun conclusion, the RFK truth!90 down in history as the lone assassi
movement evidently decided to die atiof Robert F. Kennedy.
the Greater Los Angeles Press Club on . That may not be right, but if Sirha
Wednesday, Oct. 8th. doesn’t want that reputation for himsel
! Since the two gun theory had beenjn® had best better get with it and star
istrangled by the authorities not just atnaming names or.let the truth fade int
ithe h.A. lCourthouse. on 0<:'ca 6th, but’.‘°g'"t-lgnte?s- R
‘much earlier, one was puzzled whiy the| But at least Paul Schrade, A
two gun heorists had taken the systen iLowenstein, Robert Vaughn, aes w“t\ellllar
iso seriously In"the firstplace. , - .Jthe.conspiracy buffs and Judge Wenks
" So, at the Press Club on Oct. gthjalike all tried their best.
those apparently suspending thei r that atefi
«crusade, if not giving it up aitogether,
were Beverly Hills attorney Meldon E:
fLévine.; former Congressman Lowens-
ite’in_; victim Paul Schrade; -and Dr.
,Robert Joling of the American. Academy
-of Forensic Sciences.
i Standing heartbroken in the back:
iground were a number of RFK resear:
{chers who had been motivated perhap:
[only by the knowledge that the ghost o
\Robert Kennedy was still crying out fo
ljustice to be brought 1o his grave.
They were John G. Christian, Lilliat
E. Castellano, Floyd Neison, Teddrj

o,

Charach and others.

“| still believe, in my heart, that the
was a second'gun fired that night,”
Teddy Charach advised later that day.| -

Chatach, we feel, will stili continue tq
hunt for the .22 caliber; 9-shot pisto
which a security guard apparently
owned that night (but dénied having witH
him}. :

As for the “experts”, including on
\from the FB! who assisted in the “fram

ng” of Lee Oswald by the Warrer]
Sommission and the “liberal™ estab
lishment of 1964, former District Attor
ey Garrison's words came back to me:

“In the authoritarian state, it is re
gor_ded as a self-evident truth that the,
control of history is an inatienable right
of government. All words are create free
and equal. . ]
%-“If it is proclaimed in-Washington to

morrow that the- moon is made of Lim-
urger. Cheese, a horde of honorableé|

men can be,_produced to aftest at,
faF-%'
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in Kennedy D

declded Friday it wants a homicide
expert from the Los Angeles Police
Department to testify whether prop.
er procedures "were or were not" fol-
lowed in the investigation of Robert_
F. Kennedy's assassination.

} This decision came after an hour of
debate on what the scope of the com-
‘mittee's work would be.

No specific date for hearing the
homicide expert's testlmony was set
but committee chairman Ernani Ber-
nardi said he hoped the Police De-
partment official would "be available
in the very near future.”

The vote was 4 to.1 in favor of ask-
ing the Police Department to send
before the committee "the best ex-
per,, whdlever s rank, tammliar
with homicide investigation proce-
Jures in 1968 . . . and someone who
2an tell -us whether they were or
were not followed."

Bernardi was joined by Peggy
Stevenson, John Ferraro and Zev
Yaroslavsky in supporting the re:
juest. In- casting a no vote, Gilbert
Lindsay made it clear he thought it
was a "waste of time."

. "All of the investigations of the
fohn Kennedy and the Robert Ken-:
nedy assassinations have not changed
a thing," Lindsay said, "and I don't
think my constituents are too con-
cerned about these investigative
procedures." _—

The committee was created in mid
September on a resolution authored
Jy Yaroslavsky before a panel of
rourt-appointed experts returned .a
Inding - that there was no "substan-
dve or demonstrable” evidence that
any gun other than convicted assas-
sin Sirhan Sirhan's was fired the
night Kennedy was slain at.the Amp-
bassador.

LT N S P gt vy G e B Ax m. w4 b mmeenim e = Ao

Police Experﬁ’s Testimony
S’Esgaﬂ

BY WILLIAM FARR o

Times Staff Writer - +

- A special City Council comrmttee|
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¢ Critics of the LAPD investigation
ha -maintained that there were gross

differences between a bullet taken

from the senator's neck and another
which struck bystander William
Weisel in the stomach. T

% ".was not_one of thosé saymg
there was a second gun,” Yaroslav-
8Ky told his fellow committee mem-
bers Friday, "but I feel that maybe if
the investigation had been conducted
differently, ‘there would not have
been a need to fire the Sirhan gun

again or have the district attorney's .

office go into the matter all - over
Eam. L. |

\
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Pro ‘aby
Sirhan’s _

By United Pinss lm«glu_h_enul

The bullet that killed
obert Kennedy maost likely,
carne from Sirhan Sirhan’s
gun and further ballistics
sts would not help resolve
e so-called ‘‘second gun”
ébate, a forensic expert
ays.

Stanton O. Berg, member
of 'a panel of seven indepen-
‘dent. experts who refired!
ﬁlrhan 8 gun and examijned
‘bullet fragments taken from

ennedy’s body, said in
Los Angeles Superior Court
Monday-thie odds were i
around 99 per cent” that thei
'f_atal bullet came from
irhan’s gun.

However, attorney Vin;
ccent Bugliosi said the que
jon about the second-g
assassination theory wa
“still, open”” after Berg con
ceded- there -was a ‘‘ver;
slim possibility”. a secon
In was. used. .

. Bugliosi, the forin
eputy distriet attorney whi
rosecuted Charles Mansor
in the Sharon Tate murders.
and is now in private prac
tice, was representing Pau.
clirade,

“Schrade, a former uni
pificial, was one of those
U ded in the gunfiré sua

PV

ounding the assassinati

t wsador Hotel
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f There was iio substan<
. tive evxdence 1o suppert the

. 'theory that a “second gun”’

was fired. . .
— At the: same tlme the ‘

as not sufficient -evidence.
{taken from Kennedy's bod

‘and wounded' bystan’ders.

' ,perts to return to 'expl'ai

« their findings. Berg said - -~ .~ -,

that ‘because of the. condi
Jtmns of ‘the bullets it could
not be said unquestionab.
that they. came- from -
Sirhan’ sgun. n]

, “But I do not feel that ad
dltxonal tests will disclose -
::lylthl::g we don’; know or| v
Wwill change our findings,”| .
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* FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-83)

Attorney Vmcent T. Bughosx raise
the "second-gun" question anew_in
the Robert F ‘Kennedy inquiry Tues-
day with statements. attributed to]
two Los Angeles police officers and a }
former Ambassador-employe.

The former Charles Manson pro;e-'

his information added up to the "sim-

than one gunman firing in the hotel's s
pantry when Kennedy was fatally
|shot.

Bugliosi declared in a statement
filed with Supermr Judge Robert A.
(Wenke that: -

—After ‘the shoot,mg, police Sgts
Robert Rozzi and Charles Wright ex-
amined in a hotel dooriamb a hole
that appeared to contain a small cal-
iber bullet. K
- —On June 6, 1968, the day- aftel
Kennedy was shot, Robert Alfeld, ar
assistant sound man at the hotel, anc
Paul Dozier, -an electrician, founc
three .22-caliber casings in the pantry:

Bugliost subpoenaed Rozzi, Wright
nd Alfeld to appear at- Tuesday's
earing. However, Wenke rejected
e attorney's move and said the cur-
;rent phase of the hearing is to hear
experts who exammed evidence last.
-month. )

The vuq.ﬂ{se%]deo told Bughotsh zﬂt the

close of 1 ay's session twg
remaining experts would be ques?
tioned today. Wenke-'said Bugliosi
would have to file a motion-for an-
other hearing. -
" To Bugliosi, the sxgmfxcance of hxs
offered information was that it sugs
gested to him more -than the elght
aho;s in Sirhan Sirhan's gun were
fired when Kennedy was shot, -thus
there must have been a second c'un‘-‘
man. l
His inference was based on the Po;'
fice Department's findings that seven
of the Sirhan bullets struck Kennedy
or five others and onc was lost in the
ceiling innerspaces. None was’in.g

Eound w—-ﬂ - --.."-.- P ‘#E""ﬂ

cutor suggested that, by mference. :

ple arithmetic” that there was more

doorjarab and no extra casings v.ere :

. {Mount Cllppfng in Sp';ce Below)

Question of 2nd’ Kennedy
@ase Gm Raised Agam

e e "'f' BY JOHN KENDALL
-t : . . Tlmejlaﬂ Writer wyum | das; .
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" "Nobody should jump fo_dn

chiSions about what Mr. ugliosi ha<- .

brought to the court's attention to.

. day," said Tom Kranz, the district at.

torney's special counsel. "It's simpljy
impossible to know at this point i
there is any real significance to it." -

. Bugliosi's-" declaration mcluded

" signed statements by Rozn and Al

feld.
"What I observed was a hole in the

. doorjamb and the base of what ap-

peared to be a small-caliber bullet

" was lodged-in the hole," Rozzi said.

He also was quoted as saying that
he and Wright were shown in a Po-
lice Department photograph pointing
to the hole in the doorjamb and hold-
ingarulernexttoit., . .

In his statement, Alfeld related
how he picked up three casings in
‘the pantry and thought at first it was

a "morbid ]oke " He said the casings
‘were put in a desk that he shared

.with Dozier.

v
l . . . Vo

v He had not thought about the cas-
.ings again until he recently read a
story on {ne Kenneay case in a Pas-
adena newspaper, Alfeld said.

Comdr. Peter Hagan, spokesman
for the Police Department, declined

comment on behalf of the depart-

ment on Bugliosi's declaration.

* ~ However, in the past, criminalist

DeWayne A. Wolfer, now head of
the police crime lab, has said that

holes had been.found in a doorjamb
at the Ambassador but no bullets .

were found in them, ===t
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

Reappomtment of attorneyf_
‘Thomas. Kranz as-a special
consultant for the District At-
tomey on the review of the
Sirhan B.-Sirhan trial
evidence Has been approved
the Board of Supervisors
or- another 60 days. .

.. . %
-, Supervisor Kenneth "Hahr
ade the motion yesterday
ut said he felt *‘every avenue

nas been exolored’’ sur)
ng bxrnarﬁs conwcnon{ ﬂle

sassination of Sen. Robext
I Kennedy in 1968.- ’ --l

| Sup'erv1sor Baxter Ward
isaid he"felt the. government

had: an- obligation to find out -

‘everything it could in the Ken-
nedy matter and he was will-
.Ing-to let the District Attorney
retain the Special consultant
as long as'1t was et

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

ﬁmmn Prober. Nm*ed
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Exammer in Robert Kennedy Inqulry
Takes Stand for Cross-Exammatmn

Co e e BY JOHN KENDALL : | ’:‘-. T
' oot . Times Statf Writer  + . SR

Atiother round i’ the Robert ¥, Kennedy Second gun" mqulry opéhed Moni ‘

tlay wfch_an pert’s ingisténce that he was 99% sure'Sirhaii Slrhan's pisto;
et& Thia dhree. vietims. includine the. astassivated senator, Me—msiia

*

.7)/LC
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N U. Berg, a private fir
,xam Minneapolis; admitted
that all possibility of a second gun
had not been eliminated by the find-|
ings of a seven-member, .court-ap-‘;
pointed panel of experts last month. I
. But Berg insisted under cross-exa-

. inination by former Charles Mansonl

prosecutor Vincent T. Bugliosi that
the purpose of the experts was to;
find evidence of a second gun, andl
they found none.

' " think it (a second gun) is a possi-|
bility," he said. "I think it's a very,
slim possibility. That's all it is."

His fellow experts were "surpris
ingly uniform" in their ag!;reementl
Berg said. _

Pressed as to whether he thought
more tests should be conducted,. the
Minnesota expert said he questxoned
"whether it was worth the effort."

|

Berg was cross-examined by a pa-
nel of attorneys, including Tom'
Kranz, the district attorney's special
.ounsel in the Kennedy matter, and
Sodfrey Isaac, representing Sirhan.

Sirhan's mother, Mary, attended
‘he hearing in the courtroom of Los
Angeles Presiding Superior Judge
Robert A. Wenke.

Five of Berg's colleagues on the
‘Eg(rl;el. of experts will be questioned

ay and Wednesday
. Bugliosi joined in the inquiry abou
a week ago representing Paul

Schrade, who along with CBS suc- )

cessfully petitioned the court for a
reexamination of bullet evidence in
1.he Kennedy case.

Bugliosi notified the court Monday
he was laying groundwork for a re;
quest for more study by experts. Hl]
fuestions suggested he would pro
pose an inquiry into the number of
shots fired in the Ambassador pantry
sight years ago and the trajectory ol
the TteE—= |
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'rmes

' Superior Judge Robert. A, Wenk
rejected a move Wednesday to ex
pand ‘the Robert Kennedy "second

‘amination of six members.of a- seven
ember expert ‘panel, Wenke con;
luded it ‘would be "imprudent?.fo
the court;to approve such a ‘motion
ffered orally.
Wenke did agree to continue th
urrent hiearing until Dec. 16 in orden
y examine. Patrick Garland, chairs
n of the panel that exammeq
vidence in the case last month '

\ closé the inquiry, which To

anz, representing the district atd
ney, estimates has cost taxpayersg
t Jeast $100,000.
: I-;owever' th'ere gy Be A neW\ le
Lbattle ge 3 -

‘ Schrade, a former United Auto
orkers Union. official wounded in
_he attack on Kennedy, sald after th

J _Ptesumably, next month's hearing .

udge Rejects Expansion| -
bf Robert Kennedy Pmbc

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O, 14176
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in"the manmey Wenke directed. Bugliosi said he would
fontintie to represent Schrade. e

[ In arguing for expansion of the current hearing
[Lowenstein said the critics had disareed under a "veneer
of agreement” on what they found and what they recom
mend should happen next.

He insisted that-if the police officers are not questioried
about what they saw, "suspicions might grow again" and
the situation should "not be allowed to fester for a month.
Kranz argued that the object of the "second gun" hear,
ing had been accomplished through exhaustive test proce
dures and the inquiry should not be expanded.

In a joint report last month, the experts concluded there
[Was "no substantive or demonstrable evidence" to indicate
a second.gun was used to fire any of the bullets examined|
! Critics have insisted, however, that since the panel di
pot positively identify Sirhan's gun as the weapon that
fired the evidence bullets, the possibility of a second guns
man exists. . !

; In the hearings that began Mohday, six of the experts
are being brought back to be crossexamined. Courtland
Cunningham of the FBI and Ralph Turner of Michigan
State University were questioned Wednesday. :

* Cunninghar, chief of the FBI's firearms and tool marki
unit in Washington, D.C,, testified that the evidence bul

ets could have been,fired from Sirhan's gun. ]
| He said there wére not enough individual characteris!
“tics on the victim bullets to permit a positive identificay

ion of the weapon: oM _ !
{ Cunningham noted, however, that the Sirhan gun had
iwo muzzle imperfections that were transmitted to test
bullets-and foupd on bullets recovered from Kennedy and
two_other viclims, _ |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“John Van de Kamp, the newly .ap
bointed District Attorney of Los Angeles
Caunty, has letitbe known that if there'id
any evidence.or possibility that there ar

ny remaining RFK killers at large, h
ntends to go after them. |

As.a'result, using ali of the resources

Epd power available to the Los A_ngel"eg
District Attorney's. Office, D.A. Van dé
Kamp has told Special Attorney Thomia:
F. Kranz nét to close the case outonthé
matter until all of the nagging questions
doubts and suspicioris have been sati

[:ctorjly answered.»

Putting action where his rhetoric was]
last week Van de Kamp directed Kranz
{o calithe various ballistics experts bac|

nto-court so that.thejr findings could b
further Scrutinized. v T
' According to an October 21st newi
elease issued by press secretary Ja
erman, cross.examination of the sever
expefts, who reportedly found no direc%
vidence of the use of a so-called "s‘e_ci
nd gun™inthe June5, 1968 assassina
jon. of Senator Robert Kenhnédy at th
Ambassador Hotel, was slated to re
sume as of Tuesday,” October 28th a
9:00 a.m. in the court-of Superior Cour]
Judgé Robert Wenke. R
fj “At.my direction, special counsel Ton,
Kranz has requested that the experts
whose reports have been filed calied fo
examination.in open court. - -

JWe want to insure that we explore
gvery avenue in assuring that the find
ngs are accurate,” Van de Kamp de

lared. - . - .
“Theoriginal court order called for the
cross examination of the experts. *
" “When these experts agreed in e
sence thatorily ohe gun'fired the bullets]
mapy of the parties to the case lost in!
erest in pursuing theé issue..
! Undepr.‘ét?ama—-%h_at. ttitude, but | think

t's important that tese wilnesses be
ested in & fraditional adversarial set

ing,” Van dé Kamp explained.”

| “The pursuilt of the truth'is the goal of
the court, and:i's our goal t0o,” Van de,
Kamip added. =~ LT '
‘is true, as the.District Attorney’s Of

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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|- BUL ey &Js6 wiote, "It cagnai-be
bonﬁﬁg%%t Exhibits 47; 62 and 54
efe fired from -the .Sirhan revoiver.’
hese-are thee bullets which hit Kénnedy,
- thie: ., near-his: neck- (No., 47))
otfier Shot Which hit fellow victim Tra
oldstein:(No. 52)"and
im-Bill Weisel (No. 54): :
" Thediscrepancies between thesetwo
tatements aré.what the experts will be
Irying to, explain to the judge, amongs
others. - .
y Onthewhole, Van de Kamp seemsto
have indicated that he is. -much more)
Willing to listen to an:RFK assassination|
conspiracy theory than was either
former D.A. Joe Busch or retiring old pro}
Uohh Howard.

Although we still do not expect much| .

in the.way of positive: results from the
District Attoriiey’s Office” in" the

. background/conspiracy. aspécts of the

Sirhan investigation, we do welcomethe
open mindedness that Van de Kamp is
at least showing. - ) )

I still, a John Van de Kamp is 7 years
l0o. late. ’ .

-, Otherwise, we would like to urge th

court of Judge Robert Wenke and the

P.A.’s Office to consider obtaining from_ .

Ihe American Btoadcasting Company 4
copy, for the benefit ofthe public to hear)
f the ABC-TV network sourid tape of
une 5, 1968; . - T
One still recalls network pro lone as-
assin commentator Howard K. Smith
¢counting off 10 or 11 gunshots, over anc!
over, as’ABC replayed the tape as we
heard it on KABC-TV: | '
Of course, once the “lone assassin|
theory emerged, Smith abandoned thé

soundtape and thatwas the last we evej

. peard of it. -

hhorities have the power to secure it; i
they haven't already (or already de;
Stroyed it), and Van de Kamp shoul

Snce again make it public if he can,

i But at least he is willing fo pursug
RFK's killers, at least if discovered by,

himself, Van de Kamp, the_new Distri
ANOTBT— 4

. Certainly the Los Angeles County au]

- .,

G,

,-of colrse, vic-|’
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K@ﬁﬁ@dy Death Probe
@an@é Dsesméves Et@@ﬁ

¥ ByUnited Pnn Inteznutionsd -

' Theé Los Angeles Cit)
‘aouncil commitiee forme¢
b investigate the policé han-
fling of the assassination of
3en.- Robert Kennedy dis--
olved itself Tuesday It
veached no conclugions and
ade no report.

ggThe committee wasl
Formed at the height of the;
‘second~gun” controversy .
¥hen there was speculatxon
hat someone in addition to
sonvicted assassin Sirhan;
:urhan fired a gun in a hotel.
gitchen when" Kennedy was;
illed in 1968. -

3 In a court action, a panel
f firearms experts from|
round the nztion latér con-

@luded. that there was- o
ViOence 1o support ine ; se-

a_o'ui-gun" theory.

“'The council’s probe was

imed at determining
hether the assassination
investigators had lost,
bverlooked or- otherwise
Imishandled evidence. It ran -
into resistance from the

gohce department and it
oyerning oody, e l’OllC

Commission.
The council demanded the
complete confidential police
file on- the mvestlgatxon
The. commission said ‘mak.
ing the files public would
violate the privacy of some
persons mentioned and
reveal mvestlgat:ve
procedures. ;
The commission finally.
agreed to provxde written -
answers to written ques- .

2

uons
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Layncilman, ~ Zev
Yaroslavsky, who initiated
and- pushed the council
probe, said he would con-
tinue Investigating on his

OWD. "“There has been no in-
‘vestigation” by thé council

commitiee, he complained,
“I'll handle this thing my
own way ... with other peo-

" plé who are concerned.”

" Assistant Police" Chiet
Daryl Gates told the com-
mittee, before it voted to

-disband itself, “Isee a lot of

reasons not to reopen the
case. It's very time consum-
ing to go over this time and
e again.” - —e—a -
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M@gw % relin Kennedy D

§c§wac§e, .%g josi Seek xﬁ"ensmn of. ’Secand—Gun Enamrv

“ . . ;

BY JOHN KENDALL

. PO : :.-v - Ct oy Times Shﬂ Writer” . -, e ’: .

Appomtment of a new panel of experts in the "sncond-
gun" inquiry into the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy}
was suggested Tuesday in Los Angeles Superior Court. - _

Paul Schrade, who was also shot when Kennedy was' . . ) {Indicate page, name of
fatally wounded, and lawyer Vincent T, Bugliosi held a- B - | newspaper, city and state.)
{press conference, then filed a 28-page petition with Supsr-!
ior Judge Fobert A. Wenke containing the proposal. '

Wenke, presiding Superior Cowrt judge, presided over' I-8 LOS ANGFLES ™IIE3

PR L

an inquiry by seven experts who examined- bullet, : . -

evidence in the Kennedy case and found "no substantxve - o LOS ANGELES,CA

evidence" of & second gum. - : :
Critics contend, however, that since experts did nof pOS-f .

itivaly identify bullefg that hit the victims as coming from
Sirhan Sirhan's gun, the question of a second gunisan: in

the-Ambassador's panlry seven years ago remaing open..

- Another hearing is scheduled for - Dec.- 16 to '
cross-examine a seventh expert about. his findings. Bu- :
gliosi proposes to ask Wenke then to approve appoint«
ment of 'a ballistics panel to study the number of shots - :
fired and their pathways. - : —
Schrade's pelition maintained that a new balhstlcs ) . X
lexamination would not be an expansion of the current in- ’ ’
quiry but would be an extension ot the ‘second-gun” in-
vestigation that led to test firing Sirhan's gun.

Bugliosi told a Greater Los Angeles Press Club press
conference that the court also would be asked to permit
the questioning of several witnesses and to order the re- ' :

legﬂgl oi ofnmal ce records.-
é les Manson prosecutor said statements

he had obtmnea from a Los Angeles Police Department. _
Isergeant and a former Ambassador maltre d" were at the
*heart" of Schrade's position. . . , Date 12/ 5/ 75 .

-Bugliosi read from a statement s1gned by Sgt Robert ' . . Eaon; Friday Final
Rozzi in which the officer said thal after Kennedy was ’ B author: YOI Kendall
shot He saw what appeared to be a bullet lodged in a door i William F. Thomas
jamb at the Ambassader. | @ Editors KENSALT

Y Rozzi saw a bullet, the attorney saxd it would be a ' ' ' Title!
ninth slug not accounted for in the July, 1968, LAPD re.
port of what happened to: the eight' shots fired from Sirw; .
han's gun. .- ’ 'l : Character:
He said a pc»sxble 10th bullet is <uggested by a state-! : . or
ment he secured from Angelo DiPierro, a former Ambas-.
lsa(;ior‘ maitred’ and now director of operatxons al the Pal- g :
adium In Hollvywood.. | : T | Submitting Office'r he Angeles

[C] Being Invesuqated
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:"According’ io-.DiPierro's statement, DiPlerro_saw &
small-caliber bullet lodged in a wooden divider between
two swinging doors leading into the pantry where the
senator and five others were shot. :

Bugliosi insisted that while statements by Rozzi and Di- .

Pierro were not "100% conclusive evidence," the inquiry
had developed “solid; substantial evidence of a second gun
The Schrade petition described the LAFL'S version ‘ot
the bullet pathways as "shamefully superficial” and edne
tended that "no case would possibly eall for a ballistic exe
arhination more than this onet ) ' "
, The-petition asked the court to order the Paljce Departa
ment £o produce all records and analyses of all ceoiling pae
nels, center dividers, door jambs or anything else exas
miried in the pantry area, o PR
Bugliosi castigated the LAPD for destroying eeiling pae
nels and a door jamb taken from the Ambassadoy. He s2id
all possible evidence should be kept in a case, even if it is
a. tfruck, C e : et
" Schrade pointed out that.the 2nd District Court of Ape
peal had sharply criticized LAPD eriminalist DeWayne
Wolfer's handling of evidence in another case. . R

“I think new light comes into this case that we're deale:

ing with an incompetent crime lab and Police Deparie
ment," he said. T

Asked whether he thought there had been an offieial
conspiracy to: conceal the posiible existence of more than
eight bullets, Bugliosi declined ta answer directly. ..

"All I can tell you is this," he said. "The more I get fita. °

this case the more I see things I don't like, I think you can

: womas ans foowmer. T2 0 - e ae "
fdraw nerfSi foresecs from that o5 oo S e
4
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-'hoi‘s a’r
RFK Cl'red

* Los Angeles attomey Vin
.cent’ T. Bugliosi has disclosed
what he claims.is evidence o
‘one, and 'possibly two, mysj
tery bullets at the scene of th
Robert F. Kennedy- ‘as
sassination here, in. 1968.

-Bugliosi  and his client
Kennedy aide Paul Schrade)
who was wounded in " the
shooting at -the Ambassador
Hotel, revealed the. evidence}
yesterday in a motlon for aj
new. Supermr Court hearing.
“Ata news, cofiference, the
jtwo men showed photographs
1and documents purporting
that at’ least-one and. may-

in the hotel pantrythe mght of
the shootmg .
 Bugliosi said they were
petitioning -for. the. right to]
question pohce 'Sgts. Robert
Rozzi ' and ' Charles erght
who were plctured exammm
one supposed .bullet hole in
door]am near the pan“try
floor.-: R
Bug11051 +also offered ‘&
statemerit by Angelo Di Pier?
ro, then matire @' at'the Am
bmsador on his discovery o

another supposed bullet hol
in a_wooden divider gtge_u?

be two ‘tnore ‘shots-were fired{
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BY JOHN KENDALL
K “Fimes Statrwriter

- The seventh expert in the "sécond
un® mqmry testified Tuesday that it
s ptobable" that: Slrhan Sll'-

o y and twp others
Pat_nqk Y _Garland fmeqrms 1dent1-'

' Superior Judge Robert Wenke,
[ Like six other colleagues who testi-
fied earlier; Garland did not positive-|
ly identify the “Sirhan .22-calib
Iver-Johnson Cadet as, the dea

lee attrlbuted his mabihty t01 ;
2 positive identification to-a lack't
mdmdual striations-common to thre
wictim' bullets and test;fired bullets.
l Garland ‘concludeéd; however, that
verything he found on three hullets
ken from Kennedy and two others;

ra -Goldstein and ' William Weise!
_'as ebnsxstent with the bamel' of the

pnpresmon—apparently gouged by
maged spot in the muzzle of Sir

an's gun.
Garland said he locabed that double

its receht study.
Moreover, Garland stated posmvé-

y that the bullets taken from Kenne-
y, Goldstein and Weisel :came froms

he same guri. Four other experts on]
the ‘panel reached the same conclu-
on, directly or by inference.
In a joint feport, the panel, headed
by Garland, concluded there was "no
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wa no‘t“‘ﬁ"él?“a_ﬁﬁéa?_th'é‘aemh‘weaparm
-aseeondgunmanremains : etl

[{ de, one of the five victims'wouinded whi

ennedy was shot at the Ambassador, is seeking to ex
leid the inquiry to questions of how many shots werg
fired and their pathways in the hotel's pantry.

In support of Schrade's' petition, attorney Vineent T
Bughosx has offered reports of two LAPD officers and tw¢
* pthers who worked for the Ambassador to suggest that.1
bullets were fired, three more than held by Sirhan's gun.

pearedtobebulletsembeddedmwoodmthepantryo]
weretoldthatbulletshadbeendugoutofwoodatth

| Wenke scheduled a hearmg on Schrade's motion for

! Bughosxhsxsted'l‘uesdaythattheburdenofsh
hawmanyshotswereﬂredmthepantrynowrests

the LAPD, Los Angeles County d:stnct attomey and the
state attorney geheral..

! The LAPD concluded that Slrhan fired elght shots.
en of Which either-wounded Kennedy; struck his-coat o
wuunded five others. ]

DeWayne A. Wolfer, riow cwihan head of the LAPD's‘
crime lab, said an eighth shot; was-lost in the ceiling in<
nerspaces of the pantry.

‘Wolfer's findings were again questloned N'uesday. .

Qarland described the barrel of Sirhan's gun as heavily
leaded and blamed that condition for wiping out indivi J
dual striations necessary, to identify it as the death Weapon1

Under questioning by Bugliosi, Garland said he did not
kniow on'what basis Wolfer positively 1dent1f1ed evxdenci
bullets as coming from Sirhan's gun.

. Both Bugliosi and Bozanich: pursued the ‘question of
how the barrel of Sirhan's revolver became heavily lead
ed: when, so far as is known, 16 copper-jacketed sl
were fired through it until experts recently refired the

Eightofthoseshotswereﬁredby Sirhar ,accordmgm
authontxes, and eight others were fired by Wolfer in
. firing conducted in 1968.

. Sinee the firing of copper-jacketed slugs tends to clean
Jead from a barrel, Bugliosi asked Garland how he ac

ceived the gun for testing.

#Yes, sir," Garland replied, "T said before it was strangl
and I can't explain that."

‘Bugliosi asked the expert Whether he believed someéon
fied uncoated lead bullets through the gun.some time be

tween Wolfer's test firing and when the experts examine(

1t : .
Li‘ﬁesm' W Garland said. - T

[ Lt
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\ Esséntially, the four said they either saw what ap:

"aunted for the heavy leading in it when the experts ref .





