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TAPE #28976
TAPED CONVERSATIONS RELATING
TO SBHAN B SIRHAN
TAPED IN CENTRAL JAIL
JUNE 5, 1968, APPROXIMATELY 6:00 A.M.
PRESENT: OFFICER F. A. FOSTER #12863, CENTRAL JAIL DIVISION 

OFFICER G. DELA GARZA #12985, CENTRAL JAIL DOTSON 
OFFICER H. S. MCGARRY #10884, CENTRAL JAIL DOTSON

TRANSCRIBED BY: STELLA C. ROTH, INHRNAL. AFFAIRS DOTSON
ASSISTS BY: OFFICER F. A. FOSTER

** INDICATES UNINTELLIGIBLE 
' « ♦ A .» 4 * .♦ .♦

(Backed noise)
SIRHAN: How long would you say I was in there 

with Jordan and Murphy?

FOSTER: Wl!/lets see here, probably an hour. 
Its quite awMle,

SIRHAN: Yeah, 

FOSTER: Quite awhle. Quite awldle. 
SIRHAN: ** in custody 
FOSTER: WB- * , x *

SIRHAN: I thought so. ** 

FOSTER: How much schooling have you had? 

, ’ F SIRHAN: / Oh, not-now* ' ' ’ / , , ■ *

FOSTER: Wen, no, what I mean by ths, have you 
competed high schod!/ have you competed college or gone 

to any special trade-type schools?
SIRHAN: No, no, no, not that. I wish I did.

' FOSTER: Yeah. ‘

(Pause)

FOSTER: What do you hope to get out of life?
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SIRHAN: Well, why don’t you—why don’t you ask

me—

FOSTER: Are you married?

SIRHAN: Why don’t you ask me what I had gotten 
out of 1'ife?

FOSTER: Web what had you?
SOHAN: Nothing.
FOSTER! Why?

SIRHAN: They wont give me -it. They won’t give 
me it.

FOSTER: WU, was it a mistake on your part or 
their part? .

SIRHAN: Oh, I don’t know.

FOSTER: Are you married? Or were you married?

SIRHAN: I don’t think so.
FOSTER: Oh, you’re not divorced, huh?
SIRHAN: I don’t know.

FOSTER: How do you mean you don’t know?

SIRHAN: I thought this place was bugged.

FOSTER: Not this place. You try to imply too 
many thngs. You’re txyins to. think that you’re the big 
notorious criminal.. ' /

SIRHAN: No, no, please .foxgive me if I give you 
that kind of im)lication. ' •

FOSTER: Weei, no, 'ifs— ■ (

SIRHANt **
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3

1 FOSTER: They have—hey have policecen sittng
2 like this quite a few tees with different—-because for a

, 3 lot of recons, to protect yourself.
, 4 McGARRY: No. How you doing?

5 FOSTER: Oh, I’e still moving, or Bittle'. Well,

6 you can talk about anything you want to. You’.re sure free
‘ 7 to talk.

8 SRHAN: Thank you*
9 FOSTER; You don’t have to. think that you can’t

10 say this or that. , ,
11 SIRHAN: I appreciate the courtesy. Thank you,

' 12 Frank.
13 FOSTER: Your leg hurt you?

” 14 SIRHAN: Kind of. ,
15 FOSTER: How did you hurt it?
16 SRHAN: I don’t know.
17<

< . FOSTER: Did you fall down or somithirg??
. , ? 18 ' SIRHAN: No. ' ' A

19 . FOSTER: When did it happen?
• 20 SIRHAN: I don’t r^mbn?.
; 21 FOSTER: You don’t remember?

■ 22 (Long pause)
‘ 23 FOSTER: Wat’s the rntter?

24 SIRHAN: Huh?
' 25 . FOSTER: Whfs the mater?

26 SIRHAN: Relaxing.
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1 (Long pause)
2 SiHAN: How’s your **

3 FOSTERS Huh?

4 SIRHAN: How’s the **
5 FOSTER: Oh, he's still working on the case. Oh,

6 yeah, he’ll—his identity is broken, A ma’s-a man's
7 identity always comes to light at one time or another.
8 SM: Right.
9 FOSTER: Huh?

10 SIRHAN: Right. As long as the truth's out.
11 FOSTER: Oh, sure. We w-whoever it is led a
12 false impression, you know, doctor, lawyer, polieemn,
13 whoever the person may be, farmer—

14 SIRHAN: ♦*

15 FOSTER: But at one tme or another either
16 immeiately or maybe later people are going to know why
17 you're there, your real seif, your tue self, your true
18 identity. This is the frst tine you've been locked up
19 like this?
20 SIGHAN: **
21 FOSTER: You never been in Ml lice this before?
22 SIRHAN: Right now.
23 FOSTER: let’s very close quarters. Makes you feel
24 lice you'ie cut off .from society, you know, and the world.
25 SIRHAN: Yeah, very. And you get claustrophobia.
26 FOSTER: Well, not so muc-it doesn't bother me
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the fact that the walls are going to come in, maybe they
2 would after I was 'here for awtale*
3

4.
1

■ , (Pause) ,
/ J. • FOSTER: You f^ the L.A. area? V ■

5 SIRHAN:' I don*t know.

6 FOSTER! Why dm** you talk to me?

7 SIRHAN: There he is. You got my liteaature?
8 DELA GARZA: No, they wouidnt let me do it “became

9 they said, wei, the other prisoners are going to watt;
' 10 ltteatUrt>, too, and-and w don't haw enough ItteratuM

11 for the rest of the prisoners, so we cant treat--
12 SIRHAN: I--
13

' 14 '

DELA GARZA: —give special tjreatrnrot.
,SIMIAN: I agree. I mean, you know, I thought you

15 ,

16

suggested it.
DELA GARZA: Yeah, wel, I thought, but, you know—

’ 17 SIRHAN: ** .
18 (Pause)
19 FOSTER* I don’t play any punches. I t^i you f
20 you can’t have something or if you own.
21 SIJHAN: I agree. I Ike it ttat way.
22 FOSTER* That's the way it should be.
23 SIRHAN: No stylings ataached. No, I meai-no.,
24 I neeui- ,
25 (Oerlapping)
26 FOSTER: No, no, I know what you mean.
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1 SMHAN: **
2 , FOSTER: Yeah, I know wlhit you mean.

3 SIRHAN: *»

4 FOSTER: Probably was. He^s—he’s just new up here,
5 pretty nice fellow.
6 SDHANi You’re nice, too.
7 FOSTER: Pardon me?

8 SIRHAN: You are nice, too.
9 FOSTER: Oh, yeah?

10 (Laughter)
11 SIRHAN: No, I--I mean it.
12 FOSTER: I messed around ail day yesterday, worked
13 in my yard, and a—my crazy dog—I've got a Labrador, and
14 the darn thing, I went to great pains and put in some Utile
15 fern bushes.
16 SHIRAN: Oh, yeah?
17 FOSTER: In my yard because I wanted to have some

18 ferns, so then the other night he goes out there, and what
19 does he do? He digs up every tern bush. I think there's
2:0 about-how many did I put in? Few--! think it was seven.
21 I think I put in seven fern bushes, and he dug up every one
22 of them.

“ 23 SWIAN: Oh, man, he done ail right.
, 24 FOSTER: I think what it is, is there's a few

25 gophers down in there.
26 SIRHAN: Oh.
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FOSTER: Down in the ground, and I think he smlls 
•o and he starts digging. Boy, was I mail So I had to 

do it ai over again and take him away from them.
SIRHAN: Boy, that's a lot of work.
FOSTER: Wil, so then I didn't get—I didn't lay 

down last night and take any sleep. I'll sleep today. I 
get off work in an hour.

SIRHAN: I’ll bet yaUm be glad Iso get some days' 
rest and sleep.

FOSTER: Oh, no, this Is my first day back. I've 
been on two day's' off.

SIRHAN: Wat do you do for sports?
FOSTER: Oh, I Ike to race mettopoycl.es in the 

dirt some.

• /SRHAN: That's a lot of fun.
FOSTER: Its kind of dangerous, but Its a lot 

of fun.
SIRHAN: Righit, you got to live.
FOSTER: I've got a scrambler ri^t now. .I'm 

thinking of getting a Buitaco. Either a Bultaco or a 
Husqvarna.

SIRHAN: is that an Enlish model?

FOSTER: A—no, a Bultaco, who in the heck makes 

that? It night be—I don't—maybe it is an English bike. 
I don't know. It’s not a Japanese bike.

S3RHAN: It sounds maybe English, German or

Form 618 (R-3-4)
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Itaian, maybe. Nako—

FOSTER! Bub either that or a Husqvarna* That's 
a pretty good dirt bike, a Husqvarna*.

SIRHAN: Were do you-where do you ride?
FOSTER! I go up to, oh, around Mihdl sometimes. 

There is a track out there. There's a couple out Were 
that have a ranch, and they have a pretty nice track out 
there, and then aometmes go out by Lancaster. in fact, 

a good buddy of mine is—nd I are going out the 16th and 

race out near Lancaster. We’re goirn—it's a 125—125-Mle
course.

SIRHAN: One hundred twenty-five Mie course?
Yeah* The biggest one I've raced in was

250 Mies.
SIRHAN: You’re really tied*

FOSTER* Oh, you're shot when you're through.
You're treed. Cormpetely exhausted. I like to hunt and

fish. .
SkHAN: Its a good pastme.
FOSTER! I Ike to hunt especcally. I'd Ike to 

go deer hunting;, pheasant hwiting. I haveed done any 

pheasant hunting, I thkk, sine’ th’ fall of 165.

SIRHAN: Wat made you become an offieer?
FOSTER! Oh, I don't know. I've always been kind 

of interested in law enforcement. I had a real good freend 

back home that was a state trouper, highway patrolman, and
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he ktod of got me interests into it. And I just felt that 
that was «y way or my little bit of helping society a Mttle 
Mt.

SIRHAN: Right, boastful.
.FOSTER: I think maybe I should have continued on 

being a famer or ranches That's what my dad is, a 
.rancher,

SIRHAN: Oh, boy.

FOSTER: He's still & rancher. Good HU.
SIRHAN: B&eutifUl. Outdoors.

FOSTER: It takes a lot of money though nowadays, 

SIRHAN: It does. I agree,
.FOSTER: You have to have a lot of capital, and 

you have to have a pretty big plaice and not a small plaid. 
That's one thing he's fortunate in having a pretty good­
sized plaice,

SIRHAN: Man, back in the Midwest:?

FOSTER: Its back in South Dkota. Wat are you 
going to do when you get out of this deal?

SIRHAN: I don't know. Try to correct whatever 

I wok fox’.

FOSTER: Yeah, I think there's always--we're only 
human, 1

SIRHAN: Right.

FOSTER: You know if we’re a group of machines, 

then I pity-we'd be in worse shape tian we are now.
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SKHAHi Wil, you 'should—you should have been a 
nurse or a social worker*.

FOSTER: Our society is pretty sick, Ill agree; 
but if we*xe a group of mchines, whoosh!

SIRHANi Wy?

FOSTER: WH, I don't know, Can you imagine—can 
you imagine a—everyone eating the same type of food, or 
dressing-say IO--I»o .speaking intern# of say we still 

have flesh and bones.

SIRHANi Right;. .
FOSTER: But we OLI looked alike, act alike, 

dressed alike, and we Ike the same persons. Say al the 
women in the world were alike and al the men in the world 
were alike. You know, I mean it woiild get pretty—

SIRHANi **

FOSTER: It would get pretty tiessone after awihie 

for me.

SIRHANi WU, 1f you were biased of Mnd in 
thinking Ike me, or that be connected of an enviroment 

and social conditions, but reaiy-
FOSTER: Weil I think you’d have to be a--
SIRHANi You know 1f you’re barefoot, you know God 

made you with that, you adapt to that kind of a life, right? 
Or conditions -that would ie bcauttful, you know there wold 

be no conflict on things. It woiutd be beautiful.
FOSTER: will, I think if a persoo—if you were
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to have that type of society and people were going to abide 
by it, IVe by it, they would have to, in my opinion, be 
someone with really much of hardly any goals, you know, he 
didn’t really care—

SIRHAN: Wen, i<ok at it this way—
FOSTERS —he just does-Hkes whb he’s told to do, 

and he -realy-he does his little job wither its punching 

this or that, and there's no real gain; because if he does 

any more, he’s not going to get any more credit.

SIRHANi WU, 1—I understand your point—at 
least I think I do, but look at the animas—taee the horses 

for instance, Being a horse ** to another horse ** they ail 
io* alike. They ail act alike. They OH think alike, you 

know, but yet each one of thorn has some peccHia’ities even 

regardless of their gennalities. NormUy each horse has 

four legs, two legs, you know, features—physical features, 
bu yet ** mind, reason, you know, to distinguish thirds, 
to evaluate lnima.s—th£y^xe without that type of feeing.

FOSTER: Wen, in some sense now, a—boy, I know 

some horses-sseokiing of horses-eeing as how you mentioned 
horses—

(Overlapping voices)
SIRHANi Yeah, you know I said that, you know, 

because you have a ranch.
FOSTER Yeah, that's right, but this is really 

trine, you know, I mean—
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you, and really you might as well Kok the same and con­
sider each other as being the same. '

FOSTER! WH, a mat’s mnd should be open for 
cmienge/challenges an the time.

SKHAN: Right.
FOSTER; He should be open for new ideas.
SIRHAN: That's what I told Mr— 
(Overlapping voices) . .

FOSTER: New ideas or whatever the case may be. 

SMAN: Wen, Frank, you should be a public 
speaker of some sort. Reaiy. You got that-hie idea—

FOSTER: I do have?

SiRhANv No, nob the gab. You've gob beautiful 
ideas, youknww»''odtl<oksi;’ Whether ♦* just think'about 
what you're saying. . , f

FOSTER: Oh, I think the genera trend, this I 

think very much, the quaity and the tend of the policemn 

is getting of higher oaiber.
SIRHANs No, no, I mean in relatonsjhip to what we 

were just discuss^. ,

FOSTER: Oh, I thou^t-I don’t know.

(Overlapping voices)
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SIRHAN: You know what do they expound on the
same points?

13

FOSTER: Oh, a lot of 'them feel very similar ideas.
I’m sure. In fact, I know several feioows do. I don’t
know how they—you know, personally, several cases feel;

but this is—you know, it’s Ike any profession, there are 
cases where there’s Ms just, misuse and Ms justice, and 

injustice, and everything e3.se connected with all professoons.

SIRHAN: I agree*

FOSTER: I don’t care if its the person that— 

maybe he’s just a common laborer*, maybe hie does—saybe he 

washes out toilet bowls, I don’t know, or the highest
13 person that can gain a position in the wold, there’s sttll
14 injustice and maybe misuse of his powers even though its
15

16

17

18 

:19

20

his powders.

SIRHAN: Let me shake your hand. You’re the first 
mm*-please, please, you’re the first man that ever said 
that and expressed it, you know, in the same way as I feel 
it. ’

FOSTER: How’s that?
21 SIRHAN: Feeling that I--I couldn’t put these
22 , feeUngs, you know, the feeling that I have in more exult

23 and proper words, you know, the way you’ve expressed it.
24 FOSTER: How do you mean?

25 SIRHAN: You know Msuse of authority.

26 FOSTER: Weei, I-
SIRHAN: Things like that.
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FOSTER; This happens every day. It happens as a 
parent because I catch myslf once in aWhle because of a 

parent of my little children telHng them different things 
or this or that that really if I tell them to do it a 
different way or ask them to do i.t a different way, it would 

sttll be accomplished and maybe there wouUld’t be animosity 
or maybe they wooudn’t feel bad about it. You know this 

is true in every aspect of lHe.
SIRHAN: BeaUiiful. You know, you—you still a— 

a—how do I say it? You kind of instruct them at times, 
you’re still his God more or less, his mater, his example, 

his-you know, hH, really, his God, his mater, his 
ideals, whatever there is.

FOSTER; Everythin he Harns you teach him, the 
traits he picks up, you know, he copies after the ^Hr’ 

person.
SIRHAN: im happy for you, Frank.
FOSTER: Yo^ve had pretty—a—more education tian 

just high school, haven’t you?
SIRHAN: How do you mean? How do you mean?

FOSTER: I mean you're pretty apt. I res’ you— 
yw’re not any person that i.s of low intellignnce.

SIRHAN: We!l—

FOSTER: And you speak wen, and you— 
SIRHAN: Thank you. Thank you. WH, really, 

you’re too generous.
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FOSTER Wil, maybe—maybe you're Just the victim 
of cirumstinices.

SIRHAN: Bmtiful, overinttitional.
FOSTER: Wil, you Mow, you can never tell. 1 

mean if--I know maybe if cirtm^tmces were different it 

woad be vice versa, I'd be on the bench and you'd be over 
here, you know, you never know.

SIRHAN: Like we wen discussing with those men, 

I don't know if you wen listenig.
FOSTER No, I ate my lunch.
SIRHAN: When the Kirsche trial, you know, he was 

doing a lot of prosecuting and things Ike that, Mt he 

had that occasion to be in the victim's position, you know, 

and he had several dlfteens terns and legistics like he 

J^t said you might be here and I might be there.
FOSTER Uh huh.
SIRHAN: And then things, you know, then you 

really get out of sight, undented and decide.
FOSTER Uh huh.
SIRHAN: What good were the reasons, the wrong or 

heartbeat, or whatever?
FOSTER: Yeah. Wat are you? Axe you Armenia? 

The reason I ask is I have a real good mend that I work 

for that he has a shop over in Pasadena that he's an 

Armenian and—
SIRHAN: Can I sit up there now, please?
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1 FOSTER* WU, why don’t you just sit down there?

2 SXRHAN: Man, you should have been a Master or

3 .southing.

4 FOSTER! Why?

5 SIRHAN: No, X—X don’t stereotype policenen.

6 FOSTER* Pardon me?

7 SIRHAN: X doo’t—X eant—X can’t conceive of you
8 as a polioeJMn♦

9 (Laugher)

10 SIRHAN: You know, because .1—you know-let s face

11 it, the average citizen always tries—they kind of stereo-
12 type a pylCcmam, you know.

13 FOSTER! Yeah, wel, sure *•
14 SXRHAN: Can you deny that and say you agree with
15 me?

16 FOSTER* No, this is tjuie.
17 SXRHAN: No, X, having one atttuude here of hiaving

18 ** say the genera concensus of the stereotype pylCcmMUl.

19 FOSTER* Yeah.

20 SXRHAN: Mt and talk with me. Are we disturbing
21 anybody here? ♦*

22 FOSTER* There's no one else around here; they
23

24

25

26

got them next door, but we cant wake ttem up. in fact, 
ItU—tryrr Ml awake now because it’s breakfast so 

they1** awake now.

STOW: ** ,
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, FOSTER! You were talking about the stereotype 
politeBan.

SIRHAN: Right, therstexeotype polioeearn. They're 
this—you know—

FOSTER: Uh huh.

SIRHAN: —sperebyppt. I've talked with you, and 
you express things differently. You know, you're a iomploto 

reversal, a compete opposite, opposite in such a different 

way, you know, that you're—hat it's hard foe me to think 
of you as a polioman. Am I clear?

FOSTER: Wetl, I—in some respects I hope you think 
of me as just another human Ming.

SIRHAN: We're ail puppets.

FOSTER: So—you know, .it's—oou didn’t—oh, I 

asktd—I sOid by any chance are you Armenian because tho 
reason I asked is because you look just about identical to 
an individual that I used to work for. Except ho was older, 
of course, and ht's Armenian, real nict follow. He came 

over hore fom Armenia, I guoss.
(Laughter) •
FOSTER: So anyway ho came ovor htre about tight 

or ton years ago. He's got himself a good business now, 

doing pretty good. He just—his wife and him went for their 

citieenUpp. I guess that's a hard test.

SIRHAN: Huh?

FOSTER: Your citieenship.
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SJMNi Oh, you mean where the foreigners become 
eitZzeiw?

FOSTER: Yeah, and study for citizenship, I guess 

that Is really hard. I’ve never ieaHy--I had a friend I 
was working with out in Hoiywooodl that his wife was a—an 

English girl. He was in the service, and he -married her 
over in England, and he brought her home and he said that 
she studied for a year, or over that I guess, just constant 
studying for everything that they have to know. I’ve talked 
to several individuals that they said It was quute—X didn’t 
resize it was that hard to—to become a citizen or to pass 

the test or whatever it is.
SIRHAN: Im glad I don’t have to do that.
FOSTER? Yeah.

SIJHANi You know we don’t have to.
FOSTER? I can see where it would be hard to go 

into a stance country. WU, it’s even that way down in 
Medco. I go down fishirg every once in awMle, and you go 

down there and ifs a complete dlfeerent woold.
SIRHAN: Different environment.
FOSTER? And you go down there and you try to 

explain something to someone and their laws, maybe they know 

whit you’re talking about and they don’t want to let on, 

or maybe they comletely don’t know;wlhat you’re talk’rg 
.about, one of 'the two; and both of you are lost, and both 
of you wULk off shaking yourh.eads and wondering w^a’s
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happening*

SIRHAN: I guess if a person's in good—in goo!— 
in good—how should I say? No hard feeligs because you 

know it's a language barrier*

FOSTER: It's a language barrier, sure* But that's 

where hard feelings start a lot of times, there's a 
language barrier; because a -lot of times, especially as a 
polCeietn this happens*

SIRHAN: mt's right*
FOSTER: Well, if you stop a Spanish person, you 

know, a Spanish speakirgpersoon, and he—say, honestly or 
geneeraiy doesn't understand English, and maybe a cicum- 
stance indicates, or southing the poiceman feels he d^s 
understand English, and automticaQly there's a barer 

there because maybe the poiceman feels he's lying to cover 
up southing* ‘

S1RHAN: mt's very-­
FOSTER: And the person says, golly, why doeln't 

he understand me? You know, I'i telling him the truth and 

calling me a liar, you know, and this and that, and maybe 

you end up parting «wy and the—maybe the person that 
you were inlerveewnrn has gotten a mse impression or a 
false image or whatever the case may be of a polCliIlan and 

the same thing with a poiceeiam* ** Spanish person* This 
has happened a couple times with me where I honestly felt 
that this person understood English, and he was using Ms

Form 618 (R-34)
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language as an advantage., ‘

SIRHAN: Easier, I think.
, FOSTER: As a crutch.

SIRHAN: ** ! .

FOSTER: And I really sincerely believe this, but 
there was no way that I could prove—there wasn't any 

Spiaish speaking officer available at that particular time,
8 so—
9 SIRHAN: Whit its it? I don’t know if I can answer

10 that. Wiat is the average mental caliber of the people
ii that come in here?
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FOSTER: In--into jail? Gee, I don’t knew. Very, 

very truthfully there are some real uneducated persons 

here. Now some people that .Just never had an opportunity. 
Some people have never wanted to take an oppootwity.

SIRHAN: Oh, hell, how I want to.
FOSTER: There's so many people that come -in here 

that they—hhey can always time someone ej.se; they can 

never, you know, maybe—maybe there its a Hot of reasons 

why someone else might be at fault for a Hot of things, 
but there's so many people blaming everythin on someone 

e2.se. You know, they don't .realize maybe—maybe I was at 

fault a little bit, you know, maybe just a litte bit H 
was at fault. We're getting back to humans again.

SIRHAN: WeH, really, Frank, how can one get 
away from it?
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FOSTER: You know they cant.
SIRHAN: They cat’t.

FOSTER: Thia is a human error. You know, the 

mind.
SIRHAN: You^re a hell of a guy, Frank.
FOSTER: Thanks.
SIRHAN: I mean it. I’ve said it so many times that 

you mist be tied of it, but I mean it.

■FOSTER: No.

SIRHAN: Very sincerely. You know we sort of 

understate each other. We have a rapport.
FOSTER: Since I don't know your name, I don’t 

think it’s doing justice to you or right to anyone to call 
you just John Doe, 

SIRHAN: No. 

FOSTER: Why?

SIRHAN: Wen, just Ikce we were talking to tho^ 

guys in the other room, it’s just Ike a jigaaw puzzle, 
you know, the whole thing.

FOSTER: Who are they?

SIRHAN: ** you know.

FOSTER: Oh, the detectVves? Wen, why cat’t you 

tell me?

SIRHAN: ** 

DELA GARZA: Okay, pal. 
(Background noise)

Form 618 (R-3-4)
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JOFTiONAL FORM NO- 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 COITION , 
OSA SEN. REG- NO. 27, *

UNITED STATES GOTORNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) date: 8/29/68

, FROM : SA KJ'. LA JEUNESSE, JR.

subject: KiNSALT Re: SUMANjZSnaAUt

• . _ On 8/22/68, Sergeant MIIKE NIELSEN, Los Angeles
?»^? “ePart ““*J“®)» SUS,, made available to 
SA UJ. LAJImNISSE, JI>. a copy of a taped conversation 
relating to an inSerview with SIMIAN B. SIMA® whiah tnok 
place on 6/5/68. , .

' Attached hereto Ls a transcrlpt-of that taped 
recording. ,

RJL/Jmb (Jjb



OITONAM.. FORM NO TO MlO-WO . ,_
MAY 1SM EDITION A I A '
GSA GEN. REO. NO. 27 M M
UNITED STATES GOVeJNmENT . f

Memorandum
:SAC, IOS ANGELES (56-1?6)(P) date: 11/1/68

rROM :SAR.J. IAJEUNESSE, JR.

SUBJECT-: KENSAIT X
■ RE: ARREST AND ARRAIgME®?. OF

SIRHAN B1WA/SM

On 10/31/68, Se2rgean_t MIKE NIELSEN, Los Angeles 
Police Department (IAPD), SUS Unit, made available a copy 
of an IA.PD Employee’s Report, DR No. 68-521 466, which is 
dated 10/9/68. This report deals with events partCcOaaeed 
in by the members of the IAPD immmedately subsequent to 
12tsa AM, 6/5/68, following the mooalng of the late .
Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDn. The report deals with the apprehen­
sion of SIRHAN; his subsequent transportatoon to an LAI® 
facility and the discussion had with him by members of the 
IAPD. •

A copy of this report is attached hereto.

56-156- Q-3
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Los Argues Police Department 
EMPLOYEE'S REPORT

_sSMONJiSWUAO!s..ARRL.sT^^
W&TWWRS LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE ' '

J-5^12:21jMs„Js^
"TO: (Rank, NMie/Assisnment, Division)

Lt. M. S. Pena, Supprvvsor Day Watch, S.U.S. Hom cide 
igEiAit$r‘’**'““"’'‘**“'“'"“^^——- —-—

S-49

2L6a=52U6fi—,

WOOWR^^

Rannart .D-i. -.. .
DATE & TIME WPCRTEED “

10-9-68 .BiOOUl

On June 5, 1968 at 12:21 N an "Ambulance Shooting" call was broadcast to 
all units in the vicinity of 3400 Wilshire Boulevard, officers Travis R. 
White, Arthur Placencia and Willie Nunley were the first .to reach the scene. 
On arrival they observed Sir rm b. Sirharn lynni face -down on a serving table
Rojoeeelt Grier, Los Angeles Ram football piayer, was lynng on Simin's legs 
carl bucket, hotel nai-tre d*, was lynng across slrhan's back. Jesse Unrun, 
'Speaker of the California -Assembly, was assisting by keeping back an angry 
vengeful crowd. The offceers reported that it was necessary to physically 
remove Grier,'Uecker and Unruh prior to taking custody of Sirhan.
Officers White and Nunley handcuffed Sirhan, who offered no resislmce. 
Reinforced by Officers Michael 3. Livesey and Walter Strickel they forced 
their way with Sirhan through the hostile crowd. As the group moved toward
the lobby, Officers Sanford S. 'Hansen and Darnel Jenson arrveea and assisted 
them to the police -vehicle.

I
I

Officers stated that Jesse Unruh maintanned his role of protector, and shouted 
to the crowd, "This one is going io face trial. Noteing is yrihi to happen 
t:o him. lie is going to pay. We aren't going to nave another Dallas." Unrun 
followed the officesrs to ‘ .the police vehicle and insisted on accompanyingSirhan to the station
'min was placed in the right rear of the veij.de, Officer Placencia sat .in 
the left rear behind the driver, Officer Whhte, and Jesse Unruit sat in the 
right front*
Enroute to the station 'Sirhan relaxed after being the target of attention 
inside the hotel. Officer Placencia then advised Sirhan of nis constitu- 
tjLonal rights. Except for a "Yes"* answer, that he understood his right to 
remain silent, Sirhan acknowledged his rights, by nods,, punctuated by .occa­
sional mumles.

The only exception to this was when Unruh asked him, "Why did you shut 
him?" Sirhan replied, “You think I’m crazy, so you can use it as evidence 
against m.” At this time, Officer Placencia used his flashlight to test 
Sirhli's eyes for pupil reaction to light and observed that the pupils were 
dilated. Placencia did not compete the test by making a comparison check 
of anyone else in the vehicle. Placencia had two month's field experiexice .at tee tine.
Upon ^rirol at Rarampat Station, Sirhan was placed in tee .brerteilyzer room 
and then moved into interoogatron non B. Officer White searched Sirhan -in
Placencia's and Unruh's presence. Officer WWite found two .22 caliber 
cartridges, one twenty-woo clli.ber bullet, a comb, four one-hundred dollar 
.bills, one five dollar bill, four one dollar bills, and one dollar and sixty - 
six cents in change and three pieces of printed milter. The first, an

■'SATlT1IMa^raE6^'v•’'‘'',^^ - ^snuaidUiM-------------------  •-'-■--•*3fR;^^

10«9il&1ii:P^^----- 51kwfe— Lt- WUAm Jord^ #2167 '...'. HOMI
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_SIRUM 8. SIMM'S ARREST AND ARRAIGNMENT

i.

SERIAL NUMBERS

.ftu®!® by-DaXid La°renc? foom the Pasadena Independent Star N 
w^J^or*6™®^.3 vtXeos on ^ Arab-Israel controversy. 
to the nrtlilx, Senator Kennedy was very irlticnl of the Arabs 
supports the I^.®1 et:snd. The second piece of printed iiaex■ial con- tnined a poem or song concerning Senator Kennedy. The third <rticle 
.pp^^Ato be s newstster sdvertexmeint inviting fr-enids of S 
Kennedy to .ttend . rally on Sunday, June 2, 1968, nt the Amb Hotel.

ews dealt 
According 
and

enator 
.ssador

reactionOfiixr Whire then ured h^ flashlight to check Sirhnn's pupil reaction time. He tlaan compared t:he result by checkt.nu ii.e partner's eyes.
According to Officer Wnhte, Sirhnn's eyes reacted normaaiy. Sirhan did 
not dwpl.y any other objective symptoms of intoxication or use of drugs
Sgt. John S. Locker entered , asked Unruh to step outside and then assigned 

MAMA rf JL _ _ _ 1 Al ! - ■Officers Fred R. WiHogghby. and Eugene H. Austin to guard Sirhan and
prevent further contact with anyone.

He was promptly 
Sirhan asked a few questions 
h»+- ho ^.1,5^ "Remain silent."

O£f-ibXfeJWlluUihfay.snd Austin steempted to engage Si-rhnn in trivial and unrelated conversation, but Srrhnn remained eilxit. Shhotiy t^re.frer, 
S^t. Wlllaai Jordan, Rarnmpst Detectives entered the room for the purpose 
of mating a taped interveww. Officers Wi'Hotighby and 'Austin then .Left 
the room .nd tte interveew began. Sirhan refused to answer question as 
tl„iame' address' and other personal information. advised of his ionsel•tutloial rights Cl_:  
concerning his rights and then stated that he would, "Remain's The -intenriw ceased. The money was recounted in Sirian'e pre 
second sesri:i of ii.e person by Sgt. Jordan revealed no ndddtic: 
perty. Sgt. Jordan then left the room after asking Officers K
and Austin tn remain with Sirhan.

sence. A 
nal pro- 
'i IXuughay

WiU the officers were inside the room with Sirhcn, the only 
txon that took place was while Officer WiHuughby was drinking hot iiocolnt.e. Sirhan asked if he could have a sip and Office 
said "No-" Sirh^ then asked if the drink was hot. When Ofi 
ouu^.rep^.^n t*? affimnUve, Sxrhsn suddenly kicked out 
right-Foot spillnig hot chocolate on iiissXf and Willoughby. 
apologized to the officer and sleo meetioned to Sgt. Jord.n th 
sorry for his conduct.

converss- 
* cu? of r WiHuugnoycer Wili- 

oith his
Sirhan later at he was

t. Adolph 
foUowed 

oulevard

Plans w?re_made.!° ^ansport Siri™ to Hormoxde Dvision at Parker Cette 
since t:he sacuurty Md facilities for the rnvestigatoon and detention 
were more adequate. Sirhan was taken down the staiwvay to the bsse^nt 
and placed in the rear ^S of sn unmarked police car with Sgt. Jordan 
on his right and OOftiXr WiHuuhhby on his left. The vehicle was driven 
by Sgt. Frank Patchett and in the front seat beside him was Sc 
Melendres. Sgt. Beryl A. Mick, Officer Austin and Jesse Unruh 
tn?JecOnd.v^hicle• The two car’s proceeded east on Beverly 8 
and F-irst Street to barker Center. Both vehicles parked in thi 
of-Parker C^r and Sirhan wad taken via the freight elevator 
third f!or mto Homicide Division, Room 319. p—" 
xffeit in anticipation of Sinan's arrival. Officers were st.____ - 
the xl.xvntore, staiwaays, and outside each door leading t:o Hon wide Divi­sion. g

e basement
to the

.Maximal security was in
x-------- --------- -a..,toOned at

(Continued)
Form 15.9 (Rev. July '65) CONTINUATION SHEET
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3. SIRHAN B. .S.IRHAN'S ARREST AND ARRAIGNMENT '
SERIAL NUMERRS

Drhan asked for a drink of water and then refused it when it 
to him, insisting that Sgt. Jordan taste the water first. Whe 
asklU the tigriiCarncr of his actinons Sirhan refused comment, 
then complained of injuries to his left leg and left hand. Th 
Jail physician, Dr. Elwin C. Lanz, examined Sir-han's injuries 
Uiagros?s was as foll<wt: swelling of die lrfi ankle, probably 
no fracture. Contusion of the left index fnnger, hematoma of 
head, and a minor abrasion of the face. Dr. Lanz reoornmended 
Sirhan keep his weight off his left foot as much as possible.

was off ere 
n he was 
Sirhan

e Central 
and his , 
sprain, 

the fore- 
that

District 
am, and 
stitutiona

Drhan was next t^n t;o Room 318, 'where he was inlervielud by 
.Atoorney Investigator George Murphy, Sgt. Melmdres, Sgt. Jord 
Deputy D. A. John Howard. Sirhan was again advised of his con 
rights by Mr. Howard and asked his name. Sirhan indicated he would

d

1

remain silent. (tape #28916, 2:05 AM)

At 2:1.5 AM Sirhan was walked from Homicide Divisoon via the st 
directly to the Felony Booking Section of Central Jail. His e 
included Inspector Howe, Sgt. Jordan, Sgt. Jess Bude les, Office 
Estrella, John Dll, and Fred Willoughby. Sirhan was disrobed, 
searched and objected to bending over and spreading his buttod 
the rea^n for th^ form of search was explained, he complied, 
booked on the charge of 217 PC -- Assault with Intent to Comm

arway 
scort 
ers Louis 

and skin 
ks. When 

He was
t Murder.

The custodial Mflclr, Mamn Dismuk^ routed that Sirhan weld give 
no -lnloriatlor and was processed under the narne of John Doe. Dismukes
opined that Sirhan was very composed and more at ease than som 
visitors he had observed in the past.

Sirhan 
or answer 
with -jail 
tt being 
icer De

Officer K^rath E. Jones finglrprineed Orhan at Central Jail. 
made no comment and refused to fill the handwriting exemplars । 
any questions. Officer Guadalupe De La Garza supplied Orhan ’ 
clotiing and noted that Sirhan was upset about the trouser war 
t°o large, appearing quite concerned with his appearance. Off-------- 
La Garza supervised Sirhan while he took his shower and commer ted on the
slow, deliberate and thorough manner in which Sirhan showered. 
Garza commented that Sirhan was very composed while taking his 
.shower.

De La 
lengthy

Sirhan then asked Officers Frank Foster and Kenneth Jones if h 
make a telephone call to Mr. John Howard of the Dstrict Attor 
Office. The offccers supplied Sirhan with a dime and the call 
competed to the District Attorney's OOfice. Sirhan asked fin 
and was apparently told that he was still at Parker Center. O
Jones called Homicide Dvision and gave Howard the message, 
then placed in cell J-1, accompanied by Officer Frank A. Foste 
remained in the ceU with Sirhan.

S

e could 
ney't
was
Howard 

fficer 
irhan was 
r, who

Howard, Melendrez and Jordan inrrrvrrled Orhan inside inrerlogatlrn 
room #1 in Central Jaal at 3:15 AM.

As before, Sirhan was advised of his rights. The main clnclri 
imeroogators was to identify him. This inlerview is on tape 
verbatim transcript has been typed. Tape #28918, 3:15 AM to 3 
On this tape some general conversation took place, but Orhan

—--------------------------- —---------------(Continued)__________ ___ ____

of the 
and a 
:45 AM. 
remained
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SIRHAN B. SIRHAN'S ARREST AND ARRAIGNMENT

silent concerning the Kennedy shooting. The conversation cicu
the shooting and Sirhan's arrest.
Jack Kirschke murder case

Sirhan appeared interested

SERIAL NIMM8RRS

mmrented 
in the

During the interveew he was relaxed, polite.
and composed. Ue alertly responded to questions regarding the 
case. At the conclusion of the intervaew, Sirhan was retunnec
cell with Officer Foster. Foster's conversations with Sirhan
lengthy and occurred before and after the first jail intervtew
Melendres, 
Tape #28976
of the conversation

Kirschke 
to his

were
by Howard 
Jordan.Jourdan and after the last intervaew with Murphy and 

, a verbatim resuae has been prepared foom the tapes made

The subject aarters of these conversations were general and co 
various topics including the Boston Strangler, cSi-idtea, Srist 
Foster's duties at the jail. Sirhan indicated that he has, in 
"got aotSing out of lUaa,,, "they won’t give it to me".

rered
s, and
his words

The last ,intervtee occurred in Cenarrl JaH interrogation room 
Present with Sirhan were District Attorney -Investigator George 
and Sgt. Jordan. Murphy suggested the ihtervtew since he -felt

1 at 4 AM 
Murphy 
^gt.

Jordan had tstrblSsted rapport with Sirhan and that Sirhan might tell
Jordan his name. This coma’lett conversation is on tape #28917
verbatim staeement has been prepared.
the interveew as follees:

and a
Jordan summarized his opinion of

'‘Sirhan was in good spirits and qui
lated. He acted Ikke he was playing a game and enjoying it.
anxious to match wits with Murphy and aaystU. He wanted to ta 
was happy to talk about anything other than the Ktaatdy case.

. te staau- 
He appeare 1
Ik and 

We talked
about gardening, types of employment, books, ltteaaiure, fam-ly, children, 
golf, barbers and the Kirschke case. The only .staeaatnt concerning the
case occurred when I told Sirhan his car had been found. Sirh 
How did you. know it was a 1958 Chrysler? The key? Beaatiful!

an replied
1 I was

impressed by Sirh^'s composure and itlrxrtlon. He appeared less upset 
to me than ind^uduals arrested for a traffic violation. I thuought that 
his mind was ktta and that he fancied himself somewhat of an iateleeciua
At the end of the .intervtew, Sirhan 
Foster.
At 6:00 AM information was received 
arraign Sirhan in Division #40 at 7

was returned to his cell with Office

that arangtemtnSs had been
. AM. Security measures wer 

by Inspectors John Powers, Dale Speck and Merton Howe. It was 
to use a prmte camper for traaspnrtrtlon to the Hail of Just

U 
r

made to 
e discussed

Inspector Howe assigned two-man teams in vehicles from Metropo 
Division at each corner between Parker Center and the Hall of

decided 
i ice.
>Liaan 
Justice.

At 6:45 AM, Sirhan was taken by Sgt. Jordan, Officers Louis Estrella,
Amador Rrmartz and Marion Pearse down the inside stairway to the ground 
four of Cenarrl Jail. Siram was then walked out into the ja
and placed in the tnclostd rear section of a truck camper borr 
Sgt. Donald Day, Detective Headquarters Division. Sirhan was 
in the camper by Sgt. Jordan, Officers Pearse, Raimis, and Es 
Sgt. Day drove the vehicle. The camper left the jail yard, pr

. il yard 
■ wwed foom 
accompany

s trel-La.
■oceeded on

1

San Pedro north to Temple Street and west on Temple to the Haa l of Just! 
Power’s and Howe foltowed in a second vehicle.

e.

During the half mile trip, Sirhan asked Officer Estrella his n 
(Continued)

me and
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SIWAN B. SIRE'S ARREST AND ARRAIGNMENT
SERIAL NUMERRS

when Officer Estrella replied, Sirhan stated, "A beaattful so'unding 
name." The vehicles, 'pon reaching the Hill of Justice, drove to the 
rear of the parking lot, and into the fenced driewway leading 
passageway in the basement. Sirhan was escorted to the elevator and

to the
the group, accompanied by George Stoner, George Murphy and other 
D^rct1 Attorney's Investigators, went directly to the seventh floor 
and Division 40.

Sirhan w^ placed in the prssoners section of Division 40, guarded by 
four officers. Deputy Shhriffs entered, sealed off Divisoon 40 and
the hallway outside, and checked the •idrnti•fication of everyone present 
At 7:25 AM Sirhan was arraigned by Judge Joan Dempsey Klein 
Angeles County Sheriffs then took custody of Sirhan.

Lt. William Jordan #7167

The Los

Form 15.9 (to. July '65) CONTINUATION SHEET
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ADDENDUM

1. Copies of Medical Treatment Record .from RH340-3-67 
for John Doe (Sirhan B. Sirhan).

2. Statements of officers intervieeed during -investigation 
and staeement of Dr. Elwin C. Lanz.
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