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FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 — A Los Angeles nrwsprprr (Times) tody 

clatmed that "Attorney Grant B. Cooper, faced with the threat of contempt 

proceedings in federal court,, sought advice foom another attorney on 

whether he should withdraw foom the defense of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan."

Sirdn is accused of assassinatnng Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

The source of the article was someone "close to Cooper'.’1

Continued the writer, Dave Smith, "That lawyer, the Times also - 

learned, considered for 24 hours before advisnng Cooper to remain on the 

three-ian defense team for the 24-yrrr old Jordanian.” •

. Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner)

said today that "scale models of the scene of the June 5, 1968 slaying, of 

Sen. Robort F. Kennedy may be used as evidence" during Sirhin’s trial.

The models, rddrd tie newspaper, "were preveewed today by Los 

Angeles Police Detective Chief Robert Houghton," who hrrere a special 

task force sot up to investigate the'slaying. He related the information

at a press conference.
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Houghton "said he did not know whether the prosecution would 

plsice the models in evidence, but there was every indication they would 

be," the newspaper stated. '

One model, built to eight-inch scale, provides an overall view 

of the Embassy Room of the Aamassador Hotel, where Kennedy made his - 

victory speech shortly before he was shot in the nearby kitchen.

The second model is a one-inch scale mockup of the kitchri. '

Both moddls, the newspaper continued, "were originally constructed 

for the use of the Kennedy task force in placing witnesses to the slaying 

in exact position." ■ .

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 — A journalist on the staff of Sirhan B. 

Sirhan’s defense counsel, today revealed information about the accused 

assassin in an articee by Willimm J. Drummond,. staff writer for a Los 

Angeles newspaper (Times).

Robert; Blair Kaiser, a former Time magazine staff writer, said 

Sirhcin told him, according to Drummond, "Its all violence, chaos, unrest. 

Watever happened te the old saying, ’peace and quiet?’"’

Kaiser’s article is slated for the January 17 issue of Life.

Since August 14, Kaiser revealed he had talked to Si^an at least 

a dozrn tees and had also spoken to SirCai’s mother, Mrs. Mary Si^an. 

. . Kaiser said Sirta talked "about eiferniit subjects—Ms back- . 

ground, family, atcuUturation in Ammrita, his fronds, his foes. He is 

intrlrectually iitlinee, expansive, articulate, well-eead but untrained."

The Life magazine art:tcre Kaiser added "would not incudde maters 

having a tearing on the issues in the trial..." Drummond reported.
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The newspaper writer continued that Lynn D. Compton, chief 

deputy district attorney and head of the prosecution team, "said Kaiser, 

as an agent of the defense counsel, was incUuded in the coverage of a 

court order banning comment by parties in the case on the issues in the 

trial. .

"However, Compton said the signifcancee of the Kaiser maaeeial 

could not be known until the articee is actually seen,” concluded the 

newspaper.. • . ,

. Kaiser also told the newspaper that his articee would not incuude 

matters having a bearing on the issues in the trial for the murder of Sen. 

Kennedy. "I won't try the case in the public prints."

Of.Mrs. Sirhan, Kaiser wrote that she keeps magazines detailrrng 

the assassinatoon of the Senator on a table.

"She picks up the magazines now and then and talks to the face of 

Robert Kennedy as drawn" by a Time artist.

"Kennedy, moreover, talks to her. ’Its okay, Mary,’ she says 

he says. I forgive you. Its okay.’"

Kaiser continued, "Obviously, this i.s a very taaumatic expereence 

for a woman who has gone thorough a lot of taaumatic episodes."

MONDAY, JANUARY 13 — "The Siahan muadea trial i.s an extraord­

inary case. And, consequently, the selection of its jury also wll be 

extraordinary — not only as to the security which must be maintained over 

the jury, but also as to the very manner in which jurors are chosen,’1 

according to John Douglas, staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Herald-Exam-nerl.
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• • Prospective jurors, he continues, were chosen by the Country 

Reeistrar of Juror's computer at the request of the Superior Court Jury 

Coimdssioner. • ’

The computer used the 'key number of five.’ This means that 

every fifth person lssted on the registrar's voter list in every fifth 

precinct was tapped as a prospecC." •

Twelve -jurors at a time will take their place in the Haai of Jus-

tcee courtoomn to answer questions by the defense and prosecution "as to

their ftneess to serve. They wil answer some, but not all, the questions 

put to them foom the box, and in public.

"The rest- of the questionnng wil be done in secret, in the 

chambers of Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker, who presides at the trial.

"Judge Walker wants the private session to ascertain from each 

prospective juror what eublicity he has seen and heard on the case, and 

what infueence the opinions of freends, rdatiees and neighbors may hold 

over him.

"When the 12 jurors and six alternates are finally selected and . 

sworn, they wil be 'sequestered' -- locked up for the balance of the 

trial — perhaps as long as three months. -

"On weekends they may be visited by their sspouses of record.1 

Oveenight visits are provided for in a precedent-breaking order by Judge 

WaHeer" '
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MONDAY, JANUARY 13 — Out of eight prospective jurors in the Sirhan B. 

Sirhan case, only one, Mrs. Rosa Molina, a widow and nurse, was passed 

provisionally today by the defense and prosecution.

Four were quickly dismissed, two were .asked to check with their . 

employers whether they could retain their jobs over a prolonged trial, and 

the eighth will be questooned further on Tuesday, January 14.

"Any mngering doubts the prosecution will seek the" death penalty in 

the case of the man accused of the murder of Senntoo Robert F. Kennedy 

vanished," reported John Douglas, staff writer for a Los Angeles neWspaper 

(Herald-Examiner). ’ -

. He noted that "Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts bluntly told a prospec~ 

tive juror the state would.not only ask the penaaty, but ’urge it.’1

MeanwWile, another Lo’ Angeles newspaper (Times) reported that Grant B. 

Cooper, one of Sirhan’s; three nttoaneys told prospective jurors:

"At the outset you should know that there will be no denial ^f the fact 

that our client fired a shot or shots that killed Senator Kennedy."

This was the first time the senators name had been mentioned in open 

court since the trial began January 7.

Cooper, contnnued the newspapee’s staff writer, Dave Smith, "said 

admissshbiity of a prospective juror yeerayrd, in part, upon the juror’s 

abblity to separate k:nowledge of the 24-year old Jordanian defendant's act 

in shooting Kennedy from a consideration of intent.

"Both t^ ant and the intent must be rstablSil^d, Cooper said, before 

the jury may return a verdict of fiss•t-regree murder. Such a verdict . 

requires a penalty of death in the gas chamber or lHe imerisonmena.:;

more—



; ' Weekly Summary #33
Page 6 .

| Mrs. Molina, the first accepted juror, was questooned j.n open court and 

. was then taken into Supeeior Judge Herbert V. Walker's cheers for part of

; the questioning "that the defense and prosecution have agreed should not teike

’ place in open court," reported the Los Angeles Times.

The questions, explained the newspaper’, "reportedly involve the _

infueence wide publicity has exerted on the juror’s opinion.

“All parties to the closed sessions —.attorneys for loth sides, the 

prospective j’uror and the defendant — have been ordered not to reveal these 

discussions," continued the newspaper article. '

The first business of the court today was quick disposal of a defense • 

motion to set aside the trial j’ury list. The defense contended that the list 

does not represent a fair cross sectoon of the populitodn;

However, after studying a four--voUumi, 1,010 page transcript of mother 

case, the defense was unable to find relevant punts in that case to support 

their original moHon. -

Judge Walker denied the moHon, and j’ury selectoon began.

Other activity today incuuded a press conference, hosted by ShhuHf 

Peter* J. Pitches, and conducted by WilHam Mooris, shhHff of Shelly County, 

Tenn., who has the iiseoooSbllity fli the security °f James Earl W, the 

accused assassin of Rev. Martin Luther King.

Mooris said, lcco:idi.ng to a Los Angeles niwseapir (Herald-Examiner) 

that Sirhan "seems far-eass aware of the grim nature of the murder charge 

against him than does" Ray.

As for security arrmigements in the Los Angeles Hal1 of Justice, where 

Sirhan is incarceraedd and where the trial is taking place, ShhHff Mooris 

temmed them excc^lent.” •

WX^1
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 -- Three more women jurors were provisionally 

accepted to day i.n the case of Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, bringing the total to four.

Joining Mrs. Rose Molina, a nurse, as potennial jurors are Miss 

GarolynzL. Freeman, a clerk for Pacific Telephone; Mrs. Alicia Duke, an * 

accountant for the State Lands Division; and Mrs. Barbara L. GCoiins, a 

service representative for Paacfic Telephone.

’Three of the most important areas of questioning involve the 

effect of 1;tie pretrial putbicity on the jurors' opinions on the case, title 

jurors views on title death penaaty and their attiuddes on psychiatry/’ re­

ported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). . .

Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan’s three attorneys, challenged Miss 

Freeman on the death pennaty, when she said that i.n a case where she was 

commleeely evinced that willful, deliberate, premeditated murder had 

been proved, ”1 think 1 would lean toward the death lenaCty.’I

Judge Herbert V. Walker denied Cooper's challenge.

- Undof questionnng by Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts, one of the ’ 

three prosecutors appointed by Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger, Miss Freeman 

modified her answer, saying that her verdict ’’would depend on the mental 

attttdde" of the dofeMant and whether he had been aggravated or provoked 
into murder. .

"Now after all that fol-de-roo," said Cooper, "let me ask you 

again. If you wtrt totally sure that fOriretegree murder had been proved, 

would you lean toward the death penalty or toward liee?” ’

She oelliee, "1 don’t lean either way.17

more
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t - The same newspaper reported, "Cooper has said repeatedly that the 

defense will not deny that Sirhan killed Sen. Kennedy, but that it will 

show that obsessive thinking and an emotional frame of mind affected his 

capacity to formulate the speecfic intent to coaaait flrsteleglel murder.

"For premHitated murder t.o be proven, the jury must be convinced' 

that both the act of murder and the intent, to murder were clearly demon­

strated by evidence. ' ■

"Since the defense has granted the former as an acknowledged fact, 

it i.s banking its defense of Sirhan on the hope that the jury will accept 

their evidence of Sirhan's limHed capacity to pl.an firs-elegrel murder 

and then fnnd him guilty on a lesser charge.

. "The frsstelgglel murder charge could be reduced to second-degree 

murder, which carries a sentience of five year’s to lfee. Firs-eeegeee 

murder convictinns carry a penalty of If! im.prSonnmeit or death i.n the

, gas chamber,"added the newspaper*.

■ In questioning Mrs. Cooiins, Fitts asked if she would be inililed 

to be lenient i.n her verdict on Sirhan bliruie of his apparent youth?” 
He is 24. ' ’

"No," she replied.

After 12 jurors are provisionally seated, both defense and pro­

secution may exercise 20 peremptory chaUnnges each, to dispose of jurors 

about whom they have doubt.

Six alternate jurors will also be seated. -

• Meannhhle, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examinee), .

reported that "hypnosis has been used on Sirhan by psyciiiariiti seeking

• . ’ more—
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to determine his mental state at the time he shot”-Kennedy.

. Use of this technique was told by Emile Zola Berman, one of Sirhan’s 

three attorneys, at a news conference folOownng adjournment of court.

Berman also elated that the psychologists and psychhaarists 

"working.with Sirhan had also adninistered the Rorschach or ink-blot test,'1 

said the newspaper. Berman declnned to discuss the findings, stating he * 

would leave this to the psycbhitrists when they testify on Sirhan’s behaaf.

The New Yorker told reporters he was "sanguine” over success in 

obtaining tentative jurors, but warned that jury selection is expected to 

take at least 18 more court days.

"This would mean the trial would not get underway unnil sometime 

in February,11 wrotl the newspaper's reporter.

At the press conference, Berman was asked it the Arab-Israeli 

poetical situa^on would figure in the trial, and he said the defense 

■would, not. intooduce the topic. However, he added, it would fi.gure insofar 

as it goes to explain Sirl-ian's mooivation, the Los Angeles Times noted.

"We will offer shilniifhc evidence as well as the history, back­

ground ar0 er'obeims of the defendant," he said, to support the defense’ 

contention that thu ,'lrtellehtutl content necessary to a premeditaedd act 

is not present i.n this case. Thaa’s- going to be our defense."

Berm^^lso discoosed thet -the test for the XYY chromosome syndrome 

has bler administered to Sirham, but he did not say if the results were 

to be intioUuceO into lviOlrcl.•

(The XYY eyrdroml is a ^c^t ecieniifhc development by some 

glnnlihists who claim that hlrttir males are born with an extra Y chromo- ' 

some for maleneee, and that the presence of this extra chromosome carries 

with it a tendency to assort to aggressive behavior). .

I.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 -- Three men, Lawrence Morgan, l’systos5 

analyst for IBM; Leslie H. Laney, a Post Office employee; and Alfonso 

Galindo, a civilian mechanic for the Navy, today became the first men to 

be provisionally seated as jurors i.n the Sirhan B. Sirhan case.

Previously, four women had been provisionally seated foioownng -

questioning by defense and prosecution and Suppeior Judge Herbert V. Waaker..

Part of court time today also included the questioning of Mrs. 

Alvina Alvidrez, the 21st prospective juror (others have been excused), . 

and was to be continued on Thursday.

Mrs. Alvidrez was the first prospective juror to say she has 

conscientious objections to the death pendty. She told the court that 

"under no cirloislantes whatsoever" could she return a guilty verdict if 

a death penalty might result.

Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts challenged'the seating of Mrs. 

Alvidrez, but Judge Walker disavowed the challenge and said arguments 

would continue Thursday on her qudifcaaionns.

After adjournment, Grant B. Cooper, one of Sir-han’s attorneys, 

cited a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision and a Cdifoonia Supreme Court 

decision in which murder convictonns were reversed because the jury ex- 

duded persons opposed Vo the death pendty.

He added that as a result of these rulnngs, Mrs. Alvidrez could 

not be legally excluded foom the Sirhan jury. .

Sirhan’s demeanor i.n court today was described in one Los Angeles 

newspaper (Times) as "markedly Igghthearted, i.n contrast to eaalier days."

As he entered the courtooom, Sirhan spotted an acquaintance and

I.
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( greeted him in Arabic. The man was identified as Abdeen Jabara,

25, a Deeroit-born attorney of Lebanese parentage.

Jabara told reporters he was a defense conssltant, has been in

- ■ Los Angeles two weeks and had made one previous visit here since the June 5 

assassinatoon of Sen. Kennedy. •

Jabara is not an attorney of record in the case and became a 

consultant to the defense on his own initaaiive. Both Cooper and Emile 

Zola Berman, members of the defense team, confimeed that Jabara is here 

on his own initiaiiee. They added that the visiting attorney had done 

some translating from Arabic to English for them.

During court today 8irhan "swapped repartee" with Fitts as the 

deputy district attorney questonned a prospective juror, according to a 

Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Fitts asked the prospective juror if he would have the courage to 

face Sirhan three or four months foom now "and tell him face to face that 

for the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, you must die i.n the gaschiamber’?" 

. As Fitts spoke, Sirloin abruptly leaned forward i.n his swivel chair

and smiled broadly at tW man being questioned, Lawrence Morgan.

Fitts crnt:ilued quickly to Morgan: "You can see him now, he just 

leaned over, .and even smiled at you. He may smile at you all though the 

trial." ‘

"I smile at you, too, Mr. Fitts, "Srhhan blurted out.

"Yes, you do," said Fitts. "You smile a lot."

Judge Walker cut off the dialog with the admonition: "Reetrict • 

yourself to the questions, Mr. Fitts."

more—
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Fitts repeated his question and Morgan said he could tell Sirhan 

directly if he should deci.de on a death penalty. • ■
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 — -A courtroom wrangle over a woman juror 

oppOsed to the death penalty raised the possibility today "that the 

murder trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan‘could become a landmark case 

in U. S. law and that Sirhan, if convicted bin the slaying of Senator 

Robert F. Kennedy, might never be executed,- reported Dave Smith, 

staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

MeanwWile, John Douglas, staff writer for another Los Angeles 

newspaper (Herald-Examiner), noted that -Arab-Israeli tensoons have 

intuuded into- the case.

At the conclusion of today's session in the Los Angeles Hall 

of Justice.courtooom of Judge Herbert V. Walker, three more jurors 

were tewtntirely-ratred -- bringing the total to 10 persons, five 

men and five women. ,

Selected today were Mrs. Sharon A. Engle, an I Bn employee; 

Benjamin Glick, who operates a ready-to-wear clothnng business; 

and Giltert F. Grace, who works for tiw Los Angeles Department of 

Water and Power.

Deputy District Attorney David N. Fitts renewed his chaieenge 

of Mrs. Alvina Alvidrez , who yesterday said that -under no cicum- 

stances whansoevir- could she vote for the death penalty.

Judge Walker disaioowed the chnlrngge yesterday, but was 

considering arguments and i.s expected to hand down a ruling. - 

Hrs. Alvidrez said she felt qua^f^d to jut^e the question of . 

the accused assassin's guult or innocence.

Deputy District Attorney John E. Howard, one of the three

more
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prosecutor's appointed by District Attorney Eveele J. Younger, argued 

that if the woman °r someone of the same opinion were seated, and 

that if Sirhan were convicted of fistt-eegeee murder, the court could 

fnce the posssbility of a mistrial or the problem of jeopardy -- i.n 

effect presenting a second trial on-the same set of facts, reported 

tiw Los Angeles Times.
■•The latter case could result, Howard said, if the jury that 

determined guilty had to be dismissed and replaced by another jury 

l^o fix the pennlty,- added the newspaper*.

(Californaa law offers only the death penalty or Iffe imprison­

ment on a fisst-eegeed murder conviction and also iIoows two juries 

— one fsi the guilt-insodnncd phase and one for the penalty phlse.)

(Lennwhhle, on the subject of the Arab-Israeli issue, defense 

attorneys, reported thei Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, ■•bore down 

hnr’d on whether prospective jurors held strong feeinngs on the 

tense Mid-east tituatSon.

•■This Inne of questioning ^cars particular ncutd during the 

questioning of Glick -- first, and so far the only, Jew to be 

tentatively seated on the jury.-

As for Sirhan's attiludd i.n court today "his bouynwcy of 

Wednesday when he called out to a Preend in the i•dli of the court­

room and wrangled vdrially with Prosecutor Fitts, was gond■■ reported 

the Los Angeles Heral--Exl]mnnd. .

• mw
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 — "In a surprise maneuver" today, the 

prosecution in the murder trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan "passed its pre- 

emptory challnnges of prospective jurors and said it was willing to accept 

'•tiie jury as now constituted,’ "according to a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Times).
The newspaper noted that "the unexpected move by Chief Dep.

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton opened up the poossbelity that the prosecu- 

toon could begin presenting its case as early as the end of next week." 

Grant B. Cooper, chief defense attorney, upon. hearing that the 

prosecution would n^t exercise the nmainibg 19 of its 20 peremptory 

chanetges, requested a recess to aloow the theee-man defense team 

"to weigh the poossbelity of accepting the jury as a whole."

"Under normal circumstances," reported the newspaper, "if the 

defense also waives its peremptories, the jury would simply be impaneled."

Howwver, one prospective juror, M^s Helen L. Woodworth, had
SEARCHED , INDEXED
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not yet been accepted on legal grounds by both sides. A mutual stipulation 

this morning directed Miss Woodwooth to get a staemment loom her doctor 

whether she could endure a lengthy trial.

Judge Herbert V. Walker then directed that the jury selectoon 

proceed, even into thie peremptory challenges, despite Miss Wooowooth's 
unresolved status.

Compton stated that the prosecution holds that the jury incuudes 

Miss Woodworth and that if she is not seated, then the jury will no longer 

be conssituted the same as when he passed the peremptory.

However, Cooper contends that the jury does not yet include Miss 

Woodwoo’th, since she has not been passed by both sides.

Comppon’s move came after questioning and acceptance of a Jewish 

woman juror, Dora Jacobi, who said she i.s a retieed university instructor. 

Another Jew, Benjamin Glick, clothnng retailer,, was accepted provisionally - 

by tilie prosecution and defense Thursday.

Mrs. Alvina Alvidrez, who says she could never decree title death 

sentence for anyone — including the accused slayer of Senator Robert F. 

Kennedy, was dismissed foom the jury panel.

Judge Walker, reversing a previ.ous rulnng, deciLded in favor of a 

prosecution chaiennee to her seating. Cooper had batteed to retain her, 

noting that recent high court decisions had ruled against the selectoon of 

so-called "hanging jurees" by excluding people with conscientious scruples 

against execution.

Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard, in rebuttal, had argued that

more—
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Mrs. Alvidrez’ views went beyond conscientious scruples and were in­

flexible to a degree not supported by the cases Cooper cited.

She was excused on legal grounds by the judge.

The prosecution exercised the only one of its 20 peremptory 

chaiengges to unseat Mrs. Alicia Duke, a divorcee and an accountant for 

the State Lands Divisoon.

The defense also exercseddone of its peremptory challenges in 

dismissing Mrs. Sharon Engle, wife of a Glendale mootician.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 -- In an article titeed "The Tense, Subtle 

Screening of the Syrian Jurors,1' John Douglas, staff writer for a Los 

Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) today explained the selection of 

the jury.

"If at the end of this trial, you thought it was a proper case, 

would you be wiling to come down from the jury room, look drhan 

Bishara Sirhan i.n the eye and say: .

li 'For the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy you die in the gas 

chamber?’ 11 •

This i.s one of more than a score of tests to which each juror i.s 

put. "It i.s undoubtedly the most diffccult test,f wrote Douglas. Asking

the question of prospective jurors is Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. FiVts, 

described as '"urbane, silver-haieed, given to weak jokes and vgtbal 

arabgsquug.;,

As for Grant B. Cooper, the chief defense attorney, he tells

more —
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prospective jurors, reports Douglas: "The defense will not say that our 

client, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, did not fire the shot that killed Sen. 

Kennedy."

Douglas continues that the defense will state that when Sirhan 

aHegedly shot the senator, he (Sihhan) lacked the ‘•intellectual capacity" 

to have actual malice toward his victim."

The writer adds, "If the defense can refute the aUegatinn of 

malice, which is sperCfically charged in the murder indictment returned 

against Sirhan, there can be no conviction for first degree murder" the 

defense will have accomplished its goal of "saving the young Jordanian 

foot San Queenin’s gas chamber."

In conclusion, Douglas writes:

"Sirhan never asks a question, but his deep-socketed eyes probe 

the face of every prospect.

"He sits there, concennrating. For soon, the jury selectoon 

will be fnnihhed. Tweleve men and women will then hear the evidence and 

then decide...

"Gulty...

"Not guulty...

"Manslaughter...

!;Sncind degree murder...

"First degree murder...

"Life... ,

"Death...f

more —
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 — "Defense attorneys for Sirhan B. Sirhan 

matched a prosecution maneuver 11 to day" that to outward appearances, 

made the seating of the jury only one juror away, 51 wrote a reporter, 

Dave Smith, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

The prosecution, he pointed out, "by withdrawing its waiver 

of the right of peremptory challenge, countered the defense counter­

measure, unseated a Jewish woman juror and tie entire process reswed 

with sweaaing-in of a final jury still estimated at a week or more away." 

(On Friday, January 17, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton 

waived the right to chaiennge jurors and accepted the prospective jury 

as then constituted.

(However, one of the 12, Miss Helen Woodwwrth, had not been 

accepted on both sides on legal grounds. Today she reported her doctor 

felt concrement during a long trial would endanger her heaath.)

Another prospective juror, Mrs. Geraldine Scherer, was accepted 

in her place, and Grant B. Cooper, one of the defense attorneys, announced 

"the defense accepts the jury as now constituted.."

Because of Miss Woodwwoth’s repaaeement, Compton protested that 

this was no longer the jury he had accepted on Friday. Cooper contended 

that the jury Compton had accepted never included Miss Woodwwoth in the 

first place, but only the 11 that both sides had agreed to.

Supeeior Judge Herbert V. Walker directed Compton to request 

a withdrawal of his waiver of the peremptory chaiennge privieege, and then, 

exercising judicial discretion, granted Commton’s request.

more —
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Compton then excused Miss Dora Jacobi, a former university 

instructor and rne-time employee of the U.S. Air Force Institute’s 

Neuropsychiatric Cenner.

Another woman, Mrs. Jeannette F. Hendler, was excused on 

legal grounds, after telling the court, "I am unequuvocally opposed to 

capital punishment for any reason Whatsoever, whether by an individual 

or by the state."

According to a Los Angeles Newspaper (Times), Sirhan, who is 

accused of assassinating Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and wounding five other 

persons in June, 1968, "appeared pensive throughout the tedious question­

ing."

At one point he whispered to Michael McCowan, defense inves­

tigator, who later related that Sirhan reminded him to "get my alien 

registratoon card mailed in on time."

(Alien residents of this country must report each year, or they 

are subject to de^rtatonn. Sirhan is a native of Jordan.)

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) 

noted that "the strain of the long preliminaries" in the trial " has 

begun to tell on" the defendant.

John Douglas, staff writer, said that Sirhan "showed a new 

tenseness and concern "today" as jury selectoon in the case wore into 

its second week.

"He paid great attentoon to the legal arguments that arose 

over peremptory changes to tentatively seated jurors."

Douglas offered the opinion that "it n^ appears that both

mo are —
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and prosecution may use a large number of the 20 peremptory chaieenges 

each is allowed under Csaifornia law in a murder trial?'

*1' *0

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 -- Five prospective jurors were excused 

on peremptory chaieenges today in the Sirhae B. Sirhae case — three 

by the prosecution and two by the defense.

’With 15 prosecution and 16 defense peremptory challenges sstll 

unused, it was expected that soeeaing-in of a jury to try" the defendant 

"could consume the rest-of this week and next week as oeH, before the 

prosecution could begin its case," according to a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Times).
Dismissed from the jury, at the request of Dep. Dist. Atty. 

John Howard, were Mrs. Rosa Molina, widowed nurse; Mrs. Geealdim 

Scherer, retieed antique dealer; and Harold Baldwin, retieed bank assistant 

cashier*.

The defense fUed peremptory chaUnnges against Mrs. Barbara 

Cooiins, telephone company customer service represlntatVle; and M’s. 

Wilma Boone, electronics worker. .

"A defense source," reported another Los Angeles nlwseaelr 

(Herald-Examinee), "discloled the reasons for challenging Mrs. Boone 

were developed in secret questioning in Judge Herbert V. Waaker's 

chambers," where each juror is interoogated by Waaker, and tpl deflnoe 

and prosecution.

(On Monday, January 6, 1969, Chef Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. 

Compton, who heads the three-man prosecution team, said, "1 aim very 

concerned about any sort of procedure which is n°t heLd in open court.

more —
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('"There are so many people,1' he continued, "that-are sitting 

back and second-guessing everybody involved in the lawsuit, your 

honor, the defense counsel, the prosecution, that we have to be 

scrupulous in having it all done in open court so nobody can say, 

weei, something happened in chambers or something was done that 

nobody knew was going on or went on."

( Compton opposed questioning of prospective jurors iLn chambers 

and suggested ’’this be done in open court. I have no objection to, 

if it is meechaniaaiy possible, to have one juror questioned out of 

tihie pr’esence of the other jurors, but not out of title open courtroom.”

(Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan’s three attorneys, told Suppeior 

Judge Herbert V. Walker that jurors should be questioned ”in chamber's 

or iLn the absence of other jurors on whether or not they have read or 

heard anythin about the case that would cause them to be prejudieed 

to one si.de or the other."

(Judge Waker then said the procedure of questioning prospective 

j'urors in chambers would be foioowed, alhhough "I appreciate the 

Rejection of the People and this has been voiced in the record.1’ )

" They are asked," added the newspaper,, "about the infueonce 

puuiicity in the Kennedy murder may have had upon them, as well as

more—
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questions about religion and politics. Other questions are asked in 

open court."

Reporter John Douglas noted, "for the first time sinie jury 

selection began, this secret questioning prompted a defense ihaiennge 

for cause (that is, a reason defense lawyers thought strong enough to 

disqualify a juror).

"Judge Walker denied the chal^nge for cause, leveled against 

Mrs. Paaricia Anderson, a bank secretary;

"The incidents of Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Boone served -to point 

up the large measure of secrecy surroundngg selection of the jury that 

will try Sirhan . . .
"Perhaps less is known publicly about this jury tham any otter 

in the history of major criminal trials in the ^ntury,' concluded the 

reporter.

MeanwWhle, the newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that 

Sirhan, "apparently disineeeeseed in selection of the jury . . . read in 

court" as the jury was being selected,

The newspaper said Sirhan "was engrossed in a thick, mimeo­

graphed report which defense aides said iintanned testimlny of Arab 

refugees about their harsh treatment by Israel."

more —
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 -- "Litt! progress was made toward

final selection of the jury5' today in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case, accord­

ing to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner).

Much of the time was taken up with argument in Supeeior Judge 

Herbert Waaker's chambers in which the defense sought to disquaaify a 

prospective juror, Mrs. mric:^ Anderson, a bank secretary.

The defense wanted her disquuaifeed, the newspaper reported, 

"on the grounds that her atttudde toward the death penalty in first- 

degree murder cases might be prejudicial to Sirhan.

"On other occasions, these arguments had blln in open court.

"However, Judge Walker ordered this one heard in chambers, 

and, under a blanket order he issued at the opening of the trial, lawyers 

in the case could not disclose details..

"The problem of Mrs. Anderson became moot, however, when she. 

told the court" that her employers "had decided that her serving during 

the trial, which could last three months, would be a hardship to the 

bank. She was excused."

Three jurors were seated today and two were removed after de­

fense and prosecution used peremptOry chaiennges against them.

Tennatively seated were Ronald Evans, telepOone company in~ 

stalier; Mrs. Mary Lou Busby, high school mathematics teacher; and 

Mrs. Irma Martinez, utility company clerk.

Removed by peremptory challngges were J^s B. Avery, mm 

carrier; and Miss Carolyn L. Freeman, tegehhone company cl^k.

mo re—
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Meanwhile, Cooper announced, reported the newspaper,, that he

would argue next week that the indictment charging his client with 

Kennedy’s murder be quashed because the 1968 Grand Jury, which re­

turned the indictment, was chosen tnccnctitutionally.

"Sirhan would not be freed, however- He could be reindiceed

or brought to a new triLal on the basis of a district attorney’s 

comtlaint,” said the newspaper-.

When the trial first began, Cooper attacked the indcttment

and said the system by which prospective jurors are nomi^ted by 

Superior Court judges excludes members of some minority groups foom 

mentorship.

Judge Walker held Cooper’s motion in abeyance at that time.

Today, Cooper said that "at the suggestoon of one of tile

prosecutors, Dep. Dist. Atty. John Howard, the jurist had agreed to 

hear the motion, next week. No date has been set,5' added tire newspaper.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 -- Both the defense and prosecution today 

reached agreement on a jury of eight men and four women, including 

five minority members, to try the casse against Sirhan B. Sirhan.

"The defense moved twice during the morning to accept the panel. 

and the prosecution, after the substitution of one more juror and con- 

sideratoon of the panel over the two-hour lunch break, acceded on the 

second motion," reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). ‘

Members of the jury include:

Benjamin Glick, the sole Jew on the jury -- and the only final 

juror to be questioned in open court about his relignout views on the 

Israel-A^ash controversy. Glick and his wife own a ready-to-wear shop.

Mrs. Irma 0. Martinez, an employee of the Southern Caaiforniia 

Gas Co., whose husband is a truck driver. They are the parents of a 

five year old son.
Alphonso Galindo, a civiiaan mechanic employed by the Navy in 

Long Beach.

Gilbert F. Grace, a Los Angeles City Department of Water and

Power employee. „

George Bmomis, also a Department of Water and Pwer employee 

and the father of two sons.

Ronald G. Evans, a Paacfic Telephone Co. switchboard installer 

and the father of two children.

Susan J. Brumm, a service supervisor for Paacfic Telephone Co.

Albert N. Frederico, a plumber employed by the City of Los 

Angeles.

more —
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Mrs. Mary Lou Busby, a high school mathemaaics teacher, married 

to a high school history teacher.

Lrur'ence K. Morgan, a systems analyst for IBM, who is married 

and a father.

Bruce D. Eliott, a systems analyst for TRW Systems, Inc. He 

has a Ph.D.

Neel Boorells, a service representative for Paccfic Tel.ephone.

Attorneys for both sidles later expressed satisfactoon with the 

jury, which includes four Mexicanmieriaans and one Jew. The jury 

reportedly incuudes seven Republicans and five Demmcrats, including 

one supporter of Senator Kennedy, who was aieegedly slain by Sirhan.

Suppeior Judge Herbert V. Walker r^ssod the triE unnil 

Wednesday, January 29 and sent the jurors home until Thursday, January 

30, admonishing them not to discuss the iase with aaycae and to be 

careful of teepphone callers "who might try to advise you, as I have 

already experienced!.n They are expected to be swcrn in on Thursday. 

Six alternate jurors must also be selected. -

The judge ordered attorneys for both si_d.es to prepare their 

final arglmeats for Wednesday on a defense motion to quash the first- 

degree murder indictment against Sirhan.

Cooper based the motion on a contention that the method of 

selection of the grand jurors who originally indicted Sirhsn is lnica- 

stilutCtncl and does not represent a pr,op>er cross-stctOan of the 

icmnmuaty.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 — All 133 Los Angeles Superior Court

judges were subpoenaed today by Sirhan Bishara Orhan’s defense counsel 

to testify as to how they pick- their nominees for the Grand Jury.

(Thie 1968 Grand Jury indicted Sirhan).

With each subpoena, the defense included a questionnaire for

each judge to fill out and return, instead of appearing personally. The 

questions dealt with the racial, ethnic and economic backgrounds of all 

Grand Jury nominees since 1959.

(In Los Angeles County, each Suppeior Court judge nominates

two candidates, and ultimately 23 jurors are chosen by lot).
In court today, Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan’s three attorney’s,

argued, as he had ralLirr, for a motion to quash the indictment against 

his client, who i.s accused of killnng Senator Robert F. Kennedy..

Cooper has contended that the system of seating the Grand Jury

excludes many classes of workers and minoritees and i.s thus uncoInSitltOo:

FBI — LOS ANGELES
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(A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) noted that the 1968 

Grand Jury, which indicted Sirhan, included Negroes, Mexican-Americans 

and one Arab.
(Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton said that the prose­

cution contends that since Sirhan is not a Negro or Mexican-American he 

can’t complain about the exclusion of these groups, even if it wore true, 

which it isn’t.

(Adddtionally, Compton related, the defense doesn't ternonntrate 

how their client was harmed, nor do they say Sirhan might not have been 

indicted).

Cooper told the court he intends to f’nd out whether judges 

nominate only Doom their circle of acquaintances, or whether they make an 

effort to nominate quaaifeed persons from all strata of society.

As for the questionnaire, Cooper said he would compile antwer't 

and add them to other testimony i.n support of his motion to quash the 

indictment.

The only witness in court today was Dr. Robert Schultz, USC 

population studies expert, who has been retanned by the defense. He 

testifeed he had compared ethnic, demographic and anomic data concerning 

nominees for the 1968 Grand Jury with 1960 census profiees of Los Angeles 

County.

Asked to draw a conclusion, Schultz replied:

"The makeup of the Grand Jury nominees i.n no way shows a profile 

of Los Angeles Comfy."

On the basis of fnndnngs by the professor, Cooper then attacked 

the Grand Jury on these grounds:
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1. That it was unfair to Sirhan because he is but 24 and no 

member of the Grand Jury was 30 or under.
2. That it was unfair because Sirhan comes foom "am economi­

cally low level" and no member of the Grand Jury, Schultz estimates, had

an income of less than $10,000 annually.

Cooper said .he was not raising the racial issue, which has been 

cited "in successful attacks on Grand Juri.es . . .," a Los Angeles news­

paper reported (Herald-Saminer).
Chief Dep. List. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, one of three prosecutors 

appointed by Dist. Atty, -velle J. Younger, disputed this.

He said that the Grand Jury question i.s ireeeevant because any 

Grand Jury would have indicted Sirhan. He pointed to the fact that Cooper 

concedes "Sirhan pulled the trggger that freed the shot that kiieed Sen. 

Kennedy."

Cooper continued, stating that a substantial "federal con­
stitutional" question i.s raised i.n his attack on the Grand Jury system.

Dep. Dist. Atty. John Howard, responding for the prosecution, 

said while the federal courts had agreed to look at the makeup of federal 

grand jurees, they had not involved themselves with state grand jury 

selection. He pointed out that there was no question but that the 1963 

Grand Jury was chosen i.n accordanee with Caaifornia law.

"The federal government lets us run our own rairraad," Howar’d 

said.

But Supe^or Judge Herbert V. Walker, who i.s presiding, declared, 

"in. the past five year's the federal government has said we can’t run our 

own rairraad. -I am ..not sure they won’t do it in this case."

more
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Meanwhile, Professor Schultz in profiling the grand jurors 

nominated by judges under subpoena, found that 88 per cent of the jurors 

were 45 year’s of age or older; 74 per cent had at least one year of 

coUege and many held graduate degrees.

He said 67 per cent here either professional or technical men 

or managers and that 154 of 160 nominees live in basically all-white neigh­

borhoods which he liseed as "centered on Beverly Hills and including 

Brentwood, West Los Angeles and the Palisades Peninnuna."

The professor added that 75 per cent of the nominees lived in 

homes valued at more than $25,000 and 70 per cent; had annual incomes 

greater than $10,000.

Counnering his argument that these fggures were in marked con­

trast to the 1960 census profile, Compton termed the professor's testimony 

irrelevant because the 1960 census is out of date.

Meannhhle, another Los Angeles newspaper (Tg^s) today said the 

12 members of the jury selected to hear the case, "Eight men and four 

women — total strangers — will enjoy their last day with family and 

frinnds . •• . 'before embarking on three months of grim and tedious con- 

fnment together."

The newspaper indicated the 12 would be sworn in tomoroow and 

"will be kept day and night in a rigidly controieed environment in which 

diversonns will be chosen for them, and precious few at best."

The writer of the articee, Dave Smith, noted "their attention 
will be riveeed on only one thing: giving Sirhan Biskra Siring his d^. 

That won't be easy."
He added that "the defense hopes to impress the jury with a wide
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array of medical, psychological, political, sociological, and perhaps even 

chemical and genetic evidence to show that Sirhan was incapabld of res­

ponsible premeditation of murder, that emO:ional facers ^minshM his 

capacity to plan.

"This is a legliimate defense under Caaifornia law, one that 

takes account of mental imbalance less bizarre than the dithering lunacy 

normaaiy required to butteess a defense of legal insanity.

""The defense of diminished responnibility also is nnn that ^ch 

of these 12 jurors has sworn to give iippitiil, open-minded attentonn to. 

And in doing as they have sworn, they open themselves to agonizing hours 

when the time comes to decide whether to kill a man or let him live..

"The prosecution has already warned these jurors that it is 

merely an abstraction to say, ’I could vote the death pennaty.1 They must 

Ikken themselves, the prosecution stressed, not only to eyd-windssess at 

the beheading of a person but alsn to ’tho man whn h^ put his h^d on the 

axe. I

"Unntl that moment of truth arrives," wrote the reporter, "the 

jurors will sit through one of the most cumbersome yet cautious trials in 

American history." 

¥

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 -- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the iccui!dd 

iSiiSsiLn of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, and his mother, Mrs. May Sirhan, will 

’•in all Probiiility" be called to the witness stand on Tuesday, February 

4, to testify to the family's low economic status since their immigration 

in 1957, Grant B. Cooper, one of the three defense lawyers, said today.

Cooper iniiiaeid the testimony will support the defense con- 

tentoon that the admitted slayer of the senator was indiceed for murda

mom —
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by unconstitutionally seated grand jurors who came from a much weelthier 

class than he, and that the indictment should therefore be qUlShed.

(Should the indictment be quashed, the trial will be halted, 

reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner).

("However*, Sirhan would’ not go free. He could be re-nndiceed nr 

brought to trial on the basis of a district attorneys comtPaint. Mean­

while, he would remain behind bars under the police warrant charging him 

with murder’." )

Today's trial was recessed unnil next Tuesday to alow prepa- 

ratios for further argument on the defense motion.

"The trial, said the newspaper, "bogged down again today; in a 

morass of technical detail as defense lawyer's awaited responses from 

Supekinr Court judges on hw they chorsk nominkes fer the Grand Jury."

The defense served 123 jurists with subpoenas and questionnaires

on grand juror nomination as part of its attack on the 1968 Grand Jury 

that indicted Sirhan’

The judges had the option to testify in ^uh er fill nut tie 

questionnaire. Thrkk judges appeared in court’

Kenneth N. Chantry, retreed Los Angeles County Supse-ior Court 

presidnug judge, and Superior Judge Artto L. Alteon slid they ^ught 

members, of minority groups fir Grand Jury services*, but; wk^k ^tern 

ussucceksSul.

Suppe^r Judge Edward Brand muld hk did ^t bolrave in "hyphen­

ated Amtkicans" and 'paid little or-no lttkstOsn to the ethnic backgrounds 

of hi.s nominees. Alarcon also said he sought younger ^min^s.

"All three judges pointed out that beside its fusctiLOss of

more



Weekly Summary #35
Page 7

criminal indictment, the Grand Jury was charged under CaHfornia law with 

responsibility for investigating and auditing the various departments of 

county gnvernmenn,17 said a Lns Angel.es newspaper (Herald-Examinnr).

"Great judgment and maaurity is needed to perform chis task, 

they said,” reported the newspaper.

Meanwhile, title prosecution countered that despite defense studies 

indicatigg that some exclusion does occur, the 1968 Grand Jury did incudde 

two Negroes and one Arab-American, whose father was Syrian and whose 

mother was Lrbanrsr.

Aso teitifyinn today was Wiliamn A. Goodwin, Suppeior Court jury 

inImlissioner, who noted that for the last three year's Suppeior Court pre­

siding jurists have urged judges to consider ethnic, racial and ecra^ic 

•level in choosing grand jurors.

# #
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 -- Sirhan Bishara Erinn's murder case has.

cost Los Angeles County taxpayers $370,416 through December 31, 1968, 

according to County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn who made the comment today as 

reported'in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner).

Hahn noted the largest expenditure SO far was $184,768 w

"extraordinary" expenses which provided:

1. Conntruction of a temporary courtooom with armor-plated 

windows near the defendant's guarded cell on the 13th flonr of the Haal 

of Justice.

2. Iettlllatnen of a closed circuit television system to carry 

trial proceedings to an aiuciliary room for newsmen on the fourth flow of 

the Hall of Justice.

The newspaper related that regular departmental costs -totaeeci 

$138,697, mosly in staff time of district attorney's investigators and

the public defender, which briefly represented Sirhw.

The remainder of the cost, $46,951, was for general county

overhead.
,56-156 2-/
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 — A $1,050,000 damage suit against Sirhan 

was fieed in Los Angeles Supeeior Court today by a 17-year old youth who 

was beaten and shot at the saime time Senator Robert F. Kennedy was 

fatally wounded.

Irwin Stroll said in his comieaint he was "wrongfully, 

unlawfully and violently assaulted" by Sirhan last Junie 5 "and struck 

in and about the face, arms and body and was shot in the leg."

Stroll, a member of Volunteers for Kennedy, asked $50,000 in 

general damages and $1 millonn in punitive damages.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 — Both Sirhan B. Sirhan and his mother, 

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, took the witness stand in his murder trial today, and 

were questooned about the family's financial conddtion.

A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) noted that Sirhan, 

the accused assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy "broke eight months of 

silence" as he answered questions.

On the witness stand for only a few mommnts, he told the court 

his most affiant year was 1966 when he earned $2212.46 working for the 

Yeioow King Ranch at Chino and Altfillisch Connsruction Company Horse 

Ranch at Corona.

Testmmony today was part of a defense atemmpt te show that the 

affllnnce of the grand jurors that indicted Simian contrasts radically 

with the status of the Jordanian immigrant's family.

(The 1968 Los Angeles County Grand Jury indicesd Sirloin shootly 

after the death of Senator Kennedy).

Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan's three attorneys, argued that
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in not including persons whose incmme fell below the $10,000-a-year mark, 

the grand jury was inherently discriminatory against the poor.
The Sirhans are mernmers of this group, Cooper miintained.

The Jordanian's longest answer in his brief witness-box 

appear’ance was to Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, one of the 
three prosecutors. •

Compton asked him how old he was, and Sirhan replied, "Twenty- 

five next month, sir."

Sirhan also testifeed he "turned over part of any monny" he 

made to his mother. However, Mrs. Slrhan said that none of her sons, 

including Sirhan, ever gave her much money.

She als° told the court the family was purchasing a home in 

Pasadena*, for which they had agreed to pay $12,000. The monthly payments 

are $70 and her monthly takehomme pay for work at a church nursery school 
was $184.

One of the most dramatic moments in court today was when Mrs. 

Sirloin ended her testemory, and said "I thank God who gives me strength 

... I thank the United States also that I never go hungry and that I 

have a r’oof over my head."

Defense lawyers, related a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald­

Examiner) "were caught by surprise by the diminutive womma’s outburst." 

At the conclusion of court today, Suppeior Judge Herbert V. 

Weaker, who is presiding, denied Cooppe's motion to quash the indictment 

against Sirhan for two reasons: that the motion was ireeVevart to the 

proceedings and, on its meerts.

Cooper claimed that the Grand Jury selection system is
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unconstitutional because it doesn’t represent a broad-cross section of 

the population.

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported that 

"opening statements in the trial proper are expected next Monday or 

Tuesday" (February 10 or 11).

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 — The eight-man, fourhn-man jury which ' 

will try Sirhan B. Sirhan was sworn in today and attonneys for the defense 
and prosecution began selecting six alternate jurors.

The 12 were accepted on January 24, bub shetaisg■tis was delayed 

by argument on the defense motion to quash the Grand Jury indic-ment.

Three alternate jurors were tentatively seated today, but each 

side has 12 peremptory chaiennges by which they may excuse jurors.

Members of the jury include the folnwwSng:

Benjamin Glick, the sole Jew on the jury — and the only final 

juror to be questonned i.n open court about his. religoous viLews on the 

Israelt-Aaab controversy. Glick and his wife own a ready-to-wear shop.

Mrs. Ima O. Martinez, an employee of the Southern Caaifornaa 

Gas Co., whose husband i.s a truck driver. They are the parents of a five- 

year-old son.
Alphonso GGlindo, a civiiinn mechanic employed by the Navy in 

Long Beach.

Gilbert F. Grace, a Los Angeles City Department of Water and 

Power employee.

George Bmomis, also a Department of Water and Power employee 

and the father of two sons.
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Ronald G. Evans, a Pacific Telephone Co. switchboard installer 

and the father of two children.

Susan J. Brumm, a service supervisor for Paaific Telephone Co.

Albert N. Frederico, a plimber employed by the City of Los 

Angeles.

Mrs. Mary Lou Busby, a high school mathimarics teacher, married 

to a high school history teacher.

Laurence K. Morgan, a systems analyst for IBM, who is maaried 

and a father.

Bruce D. Elliott, a systems analyst for TRW Systems, Inc. He 

has a Ph.D.

Neil Bartells, a service representatiee for Pacific Telephone.
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After 10 i.t.

WEEKLY SUMMARY #37
Re: The assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 
in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- 
ceedmgs in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 37th 
summary, and other’s will be for reeease on subsequent 
Wednesdays.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 — Two prospective alternate jurors in the

murder trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan were unseated today by peremptory 

chaieenges by both the prosecution and defense.

M^. Zena F. Lewis was chaiennged on legal grounds by the prose-

cution after she told Supeeior Judge Herbert V. Walker that she could 
decide on the mater of guilt or innocence, but that under no drum- 
stances could she vote a death penalty.

Five alternate jurors have been chosen and one seat retains to 

be fiUdd, but both sidles have 11 peremptory challenges.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 — "Lawyers in the Sirhan murder trial

labored without success today to complete selection of six alternate 

jurors ..." reported a Los Ange3.es newspaper (Herald-Examiner).

Five prospective alternates were examined, but none were chosen.

Mrs. Linda S. Katreeich was excused because she was so opposed to the 

death penalty that she would never vote for it in a murder case.

Another prospective j'uror, Mrs. Bernadine Holmquist, said her

FBI - LOS ANGEEES
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opinions of Sirhan were so strong that his defense lawyers would have to 

provk to her he should not be sent to the gas chamber for first degree 

murder, added the - newspaper. '

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 — -Defense attorneys in the Sirhan murder 

trial expect the admitted slayer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy to go to 

prison for the killnng, but they hope to save him from San Queens's gas 

chamier," a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) stated today.

Continued the article:

'•This startlnng admission came foom Sirhan’s chief defense 
counsel, Grant B. Cooper, as defense and prosecution contnnued their so 

far ursucceksful search for six alternates for the jury which will try 

the 24-year ol.d Jordanian i.mnii:naar.:;

Cooper told a prospective juror "that not only would the def'ense 

concede Sirhan shot Kennedy, but also it would not st^mpt to win an 

acquuttal for him.11

At recess yesterday., the defense lawyer said that this "has been

our plan all along, but we haven’t said it puubicly before. I thought it

was time we did," the newspaper quoted Cooper as saying.

Added the newspaper:

"Defense sources said Sirhan was aware of his lawyers’ strategy 

and accepted it. However, Coopee's courtroom announcement appeared to 

upset the defendant . . .’"' '

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 — Writing of jurors in the Sirhan case, 

John Douglas in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) noted that they

more —



Weekly Summary #37
Page 3

will soon "begin an experiment in communal living which may last a quarter 

of a year and end with their deciding whether a young man will live or 

die."

The 18 jurors (12 plus 6 alternates) will live in i.solatoon in 

a downtown Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore), and their maaeeial needs will be 

the respoonsbblity of Superior Court bailiffs. The Right Rev. Francis 

Eric Bloy, bishop of the Los Angeles Episcopal Diocese, will be chaplain 

to the jury.

"For the jurors, the Biltmore experience will in many ways be 

like livnng in a prep-school dormitory. But the prefects will carry guns 

and wear unffomms of Los Angeles deputy sheeiffs.
"There will be half a dozen statoneed on the Biltmore's sixth 

foocr, where the county has taken over a full, wing of 25 rooms ffo tiw 

jury.

"Each juror will have his own room for which the county will pay 

$9 a day. The deputy sheeiffs will be housed in rooms costing $8 a day.

"When the jurors want privacy they can stay in their own rooms. 

If they seek the society of their coieeagues, they will be ab^ to do so 

in two recreation rooms. Televison will be available — but censored by 

a deputy who will make sure that no televisoon news of the trial is 

available to the jurors and alternates.

"Jurors will also be able to read newspapers and magazines, but 

all reference t.o the Sirhan case will have been cut foom these before the 

jurors see them.

"'On weekends, and — should the trial last that long — on 

holidays, they will be taken on trpps.
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"Deputy SSeeiff Willard Polhemus, Judge Walker's bailiff for 

the last nine years, will be 'social director' for the jurors. He has 

done this job before.

"Weekends the jurors can be vlsieed by their husbands and wives, 

if they have them. The visits can extend overnight, if the spouse is 

willing to pay the Biltmore $3 for a bed.

"Meals will be paid for by the county at the rate of $8.50 a 

day. If a juror wants more food, or more expensive food, he has to pay 

for it himseef.

"If a juror wants a drink, he can have one, provided he doesn't 

want too many. But, he will have to pay for them himssef. The County of 

Los Angeles does not buy liquor.

"When the trial is concluded, the jurors will know each other 

better than nearly any group in the world.

"Among them will develop friindeeipe and perhaps even love . . . 

"And perhaps hate," concluded the article.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 — Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger*, whose 

office is prosecuting Sirhan B. Sirhm, the accused lsslsel.n of Senator 

Robert F. Kennedy, met today with prosecution and defense counsel in t^ 

chamber’s of Supeeior Judge Herbert V. Walker.

Beith sides said later they had discussed scale model part’ of 

the Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was shot last June 5. They de-
cUned further comment, but one Los Angeles newspaper (Times) speculated

that Younger's visit may mean "a new deveoppment ... in the case agalnie■,■ 

Si^an.
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Meanwhile, Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan1s lawyers, today pre­

dicted that the sixth and finial alternate juror will be chosen tomoroow 

(Tuesday, February 11).

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) quoted Cooper as 

saying that if the selection is completed by noon on Tuesday, Chief Dep. 

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton can make his opening staeement on Thursday, 

February 13.

The alternate jurors, tentatively seated, incuude Clarence Yaw, 

businessman; Mrs. Eleanor Landgreen, wife of an insurance adjustor; John 

H. Johnson, computer design engineer; and Mrs. Bertha Feenstra, Wife of an 

electricaan.

All could be removed by defense and prosecution peremptory 

chaiennges — those for which lawyers need give no reason.

Concerning today’s meeting in the judge’s chambers, the n^s- 

paper said "major carpentry that will be needed in the eighth f°oor HalU 

of Justice courtroom Where Sirhan is being treed" was discussed.

Continued the newspaper:

"The Los Angeles Police Departments special Sirhan task force 

has constructed two scale models — one of the ground fooor of the 

Ambassador Hotel, the other of the kitchen off the hotel’s Embassy Room 

where Kennedy was shot.

"•The larger mockup will give the jury a view of the scene of the 

crime. It will be used instead of lettnng the jurors.visit the hotel.

Secuuity tonsideratrons for Sirhan rule out a visit to the scene.

"The second model — that of the kiCchen — will prrbably be 

intodduced i.n evidence, Cooper said.
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"Both models are very large and will require considerable re- 

araangement of the smaai courtroom.'

As for selection of alternate jurors, 23 prospective ones were 

examined today, two tentatively seated were removed by prosecution and , 

defense challenges and two repaaeements were named.

Three prospective alternates were chaieegged by Dep. Dist. Atty. 

John 3. Howard after they expr'essed strong convictonns against the death 

penalty. ]n two cases, Cooper opposed the prosecution challenge. The 

third was not contested.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 — During a discussion on the Los Angeles 

County court system today, County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn "was espeecally 

critCcal of the cost of bringing Sirhan B. Sirhan to trial in the assas­

sination of ^n. Robert F. Kennedy and the weeks spent in picking the 

Sirhan jury,"" reported Ray Zeman, county bureau chief, in a Los Angeles 
newspaper (Times).

At the Board of Supervisors meeting, the dO-member special study 

commission on judicial procedures was asked to reveew the administration 

of justice in the county and make recommendations.

(Sen. Kenedy was slain on June 5, 1968, and indiceed by the 

Grand Jury two days later. Jury selectoon began on January 13, 1969).

With tte selection of six alternate jurors today, Supeeior Judge 

Herbert V. Walker swore in the alternate panel and reeeased all 18 jurors 

unm 8 p-m* tom^row (Wednesday, February 12) when they are to report to 

the Bilmmore Hotel te be sequestered for the length of the trial.

The alternate jurors include:

Miss Gloria J. Haffey; George Stitzel, a Los Angeles Times 

pressoomm foreman; Miss Ruth A. Stiimaan, insurance company adjuster*; 

John H. Johnson, computer designer; Clarence Yaw, oil company purchaser; 

and Mrs. Eleanor B. Landgr*een, housewife and mother of three sons.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 — The reasons for the Sirhan trial — the 

assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy — ’"have been obscured in the past 

few wkkk:s as defense and prosecution lawyers have stepped through the 

deli^te minu^ of jury selection and preliminary ioiiiis,i^ John Douglas, 

staff writer, noted in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) today.
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However, he reported things “will be back in perspective 

tomorrow" (Thursday, February 13) when the prosecution opens the case for 

the People.

Wile there is little argument about the basic facts of Kennedy’s 

murder, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton told Douglas, "there are 

things people don’t know."

These will be revealed when the prosecution makes its opening 

stakements to the jury and alternates, "but they will rnng loudest in the 

ears of the man whose fate they are designed to seal -- Siri-ian," contnnued 

Douglas.

After the presentation by the prosecution, one of the defense 

attorneys, Emile Zola Berman, will speak:, said the newspaper.

"The defense strategy is to move as rapidly as possible to take 

the edge off" of the prosecution’s presmtatoons, "which it admits ^11 be 

very daimging."

The prosecution "is going for the jugular. Sirhan admits slaying 
Kennedy, and his lawyers concede he cannot escape punishment. But they 

want that penalty to be paid in prison, not in the death house.

"The prosecution wants the jury to fnnd the youthful Jordanian 

immigrant gulty of first degree murder, and then, in the subsequent 

penalty trial, to condemn him."

Continued the newspaper:

"The defense views the Kennedy murder, in part, as a pooitical 

assassination. As it seeks to prove that Sirhan acted under ’diminSihed 

capparty’ — that his kilinng of Senator Kennedy was without malice — 

(nofense Lawyer Russsll) Parsons believes that it may be necessary to show
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that obsession with the Arab-Israeli struggle, and Kennedy’s avowed es­

pousal of the Israeli cause preyed on Sirhan’s mind. Witnesses will be 

produced to testify to this.

"Nucleus of the defense case will be the Sirhan family, com­

patriots of the young Arab, and a team of forsensic psyeciiarists, headed 

by UCLA’s Dr. Bernard Diamond.

"Then, forecasts Dep. Dist. Atty. David Fitts:

"'The true arena of this conflict will become the mind of Sirhan 

Sirhan. ”’

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) today declaeed 

that ’■Sirhan Bishara Sirhan probably will plead guilty to fisst-degree 

murder in the slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy . . .”

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 — The prosecution made its opening state­

ment today in the Sirhaf B. Sirhan case, after Suppeior Judge Herbert V. 

Walker denied a motion for missrial made by Defense Lawyer Grant B. Cooper.

The motion for a missrial was based on grounds that a story in a 

Los Angeles newspaper (Times) yesterday "prejudceed Sirhlf’s rights to a 

fair trial by saying the 24-year old edfdfeafS probably would change his 

plea from innocent to guilty of fisst-deieee muidee,” wrote Dave Smith, 
staff writer.

The denial was issued by the judge after he questooned the jurors 

privately in chambers. "Though several jurors admitted hearing of the 

story, Judge Walker said, Hl agreed they could disregard it and decide 

the case solely on the basis of evidence produced in court,” the news­

paper related.

L
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