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”I propose to discuss with you the law and to attempt to help you 

if I can with what the law is in this case and then to do my dead-level 

best to apply the law to this case. Not with the idea of turning Sirhan 
Sirloin loose...but to put it in proper...and inteligeent perspective.

"Let me explain how your instructions will come1...Both sides 
prepare their conceptoon of what they think the law is. We submit them

to his honor.. .his honor has the last word. He tells us what law he is

going to give you so that when we argue the law to you we will state it 

truthfully.
’’First, I think you should know what the presumption of inno­

cence is. If after considering all the evidence you entertain reasonable 

doubt as to whether it should be fisst-eggeee or sicovd-degeie murder,. „Ix 

believe his honor will tell you that it is up to you under the law to give 
the defendant the bineiit of reasonable doubt.

” If there i.s doubt in your mind as to whether it should be 

murder in the second degree or mannlaughter, it would be your duty under 

the law to return a verdict of manslaughter, providing that you entertain 

reasonable doubt.

"A reasonable doubt i.s not mere possible doubt...It is...you 

the jury say that you cannot feel an abiding conviction to a moral certainty, 
a moral certainty i.s all that is required.

"You have been bombarded with the testmiony of experts. Av expert 
witness i.s a person who has special skill, knowledge or travnvng... You
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should consider their background, of experience and education and the 
credibility of the education. You are not bound to accept the testimony 

of any expert#

"On the real, only issue you have before you as to whetter or 

not the defendant had diminshhed capacity, the only way t;hat can be 

estailshhed is by circwstancial evidence. That is the guts of the whole 

case, the whole sole issue in this case.
"You are not permitted to fnd the defendant guilty...unless 

the proved rirumlstinlces are not only consistent with that tile defendant 

is ^iry of the crime...but cannot be reconcieed with any other rational 
conclusion. If the evidence is susceptible to a reasonable interpretatoon, 
one of which points to the defendant's guit and the other which points 

to his innocence, it is your duty to reject that whicii points to guilty 
and accept that which shows his innocence.

"Let's take motive. Can there by any question in anyone's mnd

but that his motive was politccal?
"When we talk about crime, we talk about the elements of crime. 

Murder has the folding elements: There must be the intent: to kill. In
first-hggeee murder, it must be willful, deliberate and premeedtated and 

it must be the kilinng of a human being. Motive i.s not an element.
"Was it a mature motive; was it a meeanngful motive?

"Let's take excerpts from things you have heard over and over 

again. To do away with the government and decide anarchy. Is that: 
mature tlmkcnig? Is that meaningful thiiking?
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"to his pronuncimento, he wrote; ’I advocate the overthrow of 

the current’ President of the United States of Aamrica. I have no definite 
plans yet, but will soon compose some.’ Is that mature thinking? Is 
that meaningful thirkiing?

"All murder which i.s oilful, premeditatdd and deliberate with 
malice aforethought i.s murder in the first degree.

"You may assume... and from my point of view it would be iioogical 

to suggest that this wasn't a wilful., deliberate and premeditaeed murder.

"But what I want to point out you have wilful, deliberate and pre­

meditated kiling in manslaughter...That i.s the law.

"Deliberaee means formed or arrived at...weighed or considered 

for and against the proper course of action.

"The word 'prtretetatios’ means thought over beforehand.

"The law doesn't undertake- to measure preredetatOon of deHbera- 
tOos...tht true test i.s not the time elapsed but the extent of the mature 
and meaningful reflectoon. The cril.e., calculated decision may be arrivee 

at i.n a short time.
"Remember...the elements: To form speec^c intent to kill; 

premeditaee and deliberate; reflect upon the gravity of the contemplated 

act.

"If you find that the defendnot's mental capacity was eirinishee 
to the extent that you have a reasonable doubt whether he did ritninnnully, 
wilfully prtm^teitatte and deliberate.. .you cannot fnnd him gu.lty of murder
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in the first degree. The instruction goes on with respect to harboring 
malice.

"The next thing i.s malice aforethought.. If there i.s malice atee- 

thought, it is not manslaughter. It has got to he a decision between the 

two degrees of murder.
"One other instructoon that we discussed at length when we ex­

amined you... .that i.s the individual opinion of each juror. The people 

and the defendant are entitled to the individual opinion of each juror. 
Each one of you is supreme in determining the facts. Your power’s are 

equal even above his honor, in a jury trial. You are the .judge of the 

facts.
"The reason we have 12 jurors is so that we have 12 individual 

opinions. You must agree before the verdict can be reached.
"You have told us, you will recall.. .that you would not compromise 

just for the purpose of arrivn^ at a verdict... just so you can get home 

eaariee."
The same newspaper also pubisshedexcerpts of cieeents made by 

Parsons, including remarks on the defendant's lHe and his fam.ly.

Some excerpts foioow:
"If I may go back to Mrs. Sirhan and her son, she did the best 

she could with this boy.

"He was hurt out here at the race track. He loved horses. The 

frustratonns mounted up unil this feioow didn't know what he was doing.
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"Here we are with a perfect example of a man who is sick. In 
this field they hardly refer to persons as being ’nnsane’ anymore. If 

you ever had a perfect case, you had it here. Here’s a man who wants to 

stand up and fire the lawyers who are trying to help him.
"You have seen him. One moment he appears to be smart as a 

whip. The next he cant tell right from wrong.
"I would like this verdict to spell out in every ham.et, in 

every Arab desert and all over Europe, that a man can get justcce in 
Aaeeica. That is neither Ifee imprsooment nor the death pensQty, because 

this case doesn’t warrant it. Not for this poor, sick wretch, no matter

what he did.

"Let us make sure that throughout the world, that in every hamlet, 

the people know that i.n America you can get justice, whether it is in 

Mississippi or in Los Angeles. .

"It is going to take a little courage to return a proper verdict 
i.n this case, a little courage to see that justcce is done. But it can

and must be done.

”It will go down i.n history."
The same newspaper al.so contanned these excerpts foom the summa- 

toon by Berman:

"I want to talk to you specifiially about a thing called tauima, 

Trauma is a blow or an insult — taumia to one’s personality, a blow to 

what makes a person become what hie is.
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«”I*m going to talk to you about the traumatic events upon 

Sirlan’s personaaity. From a young boy to tile 24-year old man. — what

it was, step by step, that put him in the posture which creped tte 

tragedy that blighted our nation."
He then cited Sirhan’s relatoons with hi.s father and mother, the 

death of his sister, his funking out of college, his acci^ut at a horse 

ranch.
Concerning events at the Ambassador Hotel, Berman said, according 

to the newspaper:

“There were bar's...and mirrors i.n the Venetian. Room. That i.s 

pretty much of the nitty-gritty i.n this. There were mirrors everywhere 

he turned. Mirrors in his home, mirrors i.n the hotel.
"It was by mirrors that he induced self-hypnosss or — what is 

that term the doctors use — a dissociative state.

"We have no way of knowing over how long all of his drinking 

took place, but we do know that Sirhan began to feel his drinking and 

decided it was tme for him Iio go home.

"Hie went to the car three blocks away and suddenly found he was ’ 

too drunk to drive.
"Hie saw his gun in the back seat and picked it up. He returned 

to the Ambassador to get some coffee.

"All through the theme of the prosecution case :1s premeditatoon 
and plcalaLini. We have checked this ever'y way we can.
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"One thing is that Sirhan was alone. There was no conspiracy 

here, no helpers here, nobody backing him up, no reward for money. This 

was his act alone.
"You must remember that when Sen. Kennedy was making his speech 

to his followers in the Embassy Room. ..he was to go to a large oversow 
crowd in the Ambassador bairooom on the floor below, and the route to be 

taken would never have taken the senator and his entourage through the 

pantry.

"At the last moment, somebody changed his mind. There corld not 
be any possible knowledgeable waiting for the senator, where Sirhan could 
take a position where he would have a pot-shot at hto.

"I take this up because it has to do with the inference that 
Sirhan was lynng in wait.. .waiting for a crack at Kennedy.- This dlfs mt 
and cannot fit the facts in this case.

"This freakihlniess changes the whole history of our country and 

possibly of the world." 
* * * 
more —

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 -- If the prosecution in the Sirhan casf "get 
what they want" -- a verdict of first degree -- "the only remaining ques- 

toon will be one of penalty -- death or liee mprisonmenn," according to 
Ron Einstoss, staff witer, i.n a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the article:
"That decision would be made by the same jury i.n a separate 

penalty trial.
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"Both the prosecution and the defense at that time will have an 

apportion.ty to subimt additional evidence and offer arguments.

"The prosecution’s presentatOon would focus on any mmaters which 

tend to aggravate the crime.

"The defense, on the other hand, would seek to get before the 
jury anything which might mitigate — or favor — Sirhlo’r positoon.

"A major factor during the penalty proceedings may be the proposed 
arrangement early in the trial which would have permitted Sirhan to plead 
guilty to firtt-degree murder with life in prison.

"If Sirhan is convicted of murder in the fgrtt-eegree, that might 
be the best weapon the defense has to save Sighao*s Ifee.

"Because of this, drfensr attonneys Grant B. Cooper, Emile Zola 
Berman and Russen E. Parsons most likely will attempt to bring the matter 
to the attrotOon of the jury, possibly by someone from the district attor­
ney’s office — perhaps even Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger — to testify 
about the plea bargaining.

"This could pg•rsrot an awkward situation to the prosecution and 
it already has led to reports that Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton 
and Dep. Dist. Attys. John E. Howard and David N. Fitts will not ’demand’ 
the death penalty.

"But the death penalty is seldom demanded anyway. Usuuaiy, in 
proper cases, jurees are ’urged’ to bring i.n such a verdict.

"The prosecution, however*, may even filnd it difficult to go that 
far because it once was wiling to settle for Ifee.

"When Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker rejected the plea agree­
ment, it opened the way for the jury to hear all the evidence i.n the case.

"And that jury may now decide without any urging foom the pro­
secution, at least i.n so many words, that the only penalty for the heinous 
crime of assassinating a possible President of the United States is death..

"If the jury votes the death penalty, it could be reduced to Ifee 
i.n prison by Judge Walker. But a verdict of Ifee imprrooomeot is binding 
on the cowrt.

"All sentences of death are autoim-aicaHy renewed by the State 
Supreme Court.’’
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FRIDAY, APRIL 11 — In court today, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton began the prosecution's final ttmmtion, and will con­

tinue on Monday.

He teamed the case "highly overcoaplicaeed" by psychiatrcc 

expertise and jolted the jury, composed of seven men and five women, whon 

hie raised this question, according to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Times):

"Did Robert F. Kennedy, a young, highly successful man at the 

peak of his career -- a former U.S. attorney general, a senator froni New 

York and a candidate for the presidency of this country — did he breathe 

his last breath on the dirty floor of the Ambassador Hotel, there with 

the mops and the dirty dishes, did he leave a widow with 11 children, 
because he favored U.S. support of the State of Israel or because he was 

a substitute father image in some Oedipus complex i.n Sirhan’s mind?"

The newspaper related that the "defense has offered both theoris 
as paatial explanation of the Palestinian. Arab’s motive in kilinng Kennedy 
last Junie 5...11

Continued the newspaper:

"Compton, his voi.ce disdainful as he waved toward a blackboard 

bearing the names of 10 'so-caieed experts’ --- psychologists and psychia­
trists called to testify for both sides — said he had thought of erasing 
their names as hie rose to speak, but then changed his mind.

"’I hope,’ he added, ’ that I can erase them all from your con- 

tieeration.’
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"Compton said the psychiatric testimony had been so -confusing 
and corniicting that 'I can be frank to admit right now as I stand here 

that I can’-t answer the question of what Sir-han’s real motive was.'

"Referrnng to Dr. Bernard L. Diamond's testimony that Sirhan 
was in a dissociative state induced by the comiination of intoxfcatoon? 
rage and a sMf-nuu^d hypnotic trance from staring into hotel mirrors, 

Compton said, with thinly ieieed contempt:

"’If you believe Dr. Diamond with his mirror act and ieieeve 
Sirhan was in some kind of trance, so that hie didn't know if he was on 

foot or horseback, then it would be inhuman to puni.sh him for anything 
at all.

’’’jut if you don't buy it — Ike I don't buy it;, and like (deputy 

distinct attorneys) John Howard and David Fitts don't buy it — then there's 

nothing left but plain, old cole-bOoodee frsst-egreee murder.*

"Compton implied that the precise definitoon of 'mature and 
meennnnful’ premeedtation that has been so much a part of the defense case 

is not a legitimate concern to the jurors because, hie said, his offcoe 
deals wiW about 35,000 felons ^ch year, and in the premeedtation behind 

all the 35,000 crimes, 'none of it reflects mature and meaningful judgment.'"

Compton's remarks were made after a firr-horr srmaaniin by Grant 

B. Cooper, defense a-ttorney, who urged the jury to fnnd Sirhan gulfy of 

second-degree murto nnd science Mm to lfee implement.

Continue i^ newspaper:

"As he had on Thursday, Cooper stressed that the defense did not 
feel Sirhan 'stouM. be given a medal for what he did- -- or, indeed, that

more —



w WeeklJUpummry #45
Page 28

he should 'ever be burned loose on society.’

"But, Cooper argued, the facts in the case and the applicable 

law make a first degree verdict inappropriate.

"Cooper said the defense also would not ask the jury to return 

a manslaughter verdict — even though, he contended, thie evidence could 

warrant it — because hie felt that such a request would simply not be 

discreet in this case.

"Cooper said the jury could accept the facts as stated by the 
prosecution, ignore the claims of hypnotiLc or dissociative traces, and 

accept the evidence of 'premeeditatinn that goes back to at least May 18' -­
three weeks before the killng — and ssill would have to consider whether 

Sirhan's plans were mature or mearmngful.

"Concluding his lengthy summation. Cooper told the jury, 'I’m 

the last one to speak on behalf of this defendant;. When I sit down no 
voice will be raised again in his defense...We pass foom our shoulders to 
yours the respoonibblity and the proper fate of Sirhan Sirhan.117

Late this evening, according to another Los Angeles newiltler 

(Herald-Examiner), the "trial went into extraordinary session...in order 
to excuse" a juror whose father had died.

Ronald G. Evans was excused by Judge Herbert V. Weaker "and the 
special trial session was held in an armor-encloeed auXliary ciurtioom 
in the jail facility atop the Hai of Justice. Sirhan. was present and. 

no stranger to the room where the lreliminarees to his soon-to-end murder 

trial took place.
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"Evons.., a teeephone company switchboard installer, was not immed­

iately replaced. Judge Walker skid that a successor to the juror would 
be chosen when court convenes Monday morning.

"California law requires that a successor to a trial juror be 

chosen by the spin of the wheel.

"Evans was the second casualty in the Sirhan jury. The first 
was IBM computer programmer Lawrence K. Morgan, who was dismissed when 

he suffered a bl.eedi.ng ulcer and had to be hossitalized.’■'
Meanwhile, a young woman who kiieed herseef early this week 

was identifeed today as a go-go dancer who fi^eed briefly in the Kennedy 

assassination, police said.

She was Kathy Fulmer, 23, found se^-conscioUs Monday in a motel. 

She died of an overdose of Seconal a half-hour later.

Said a Los Angeles newspaper (Times):

"Miss Fulmer came forward when investigators were seeking a girl 

who wore a polka dot dress in the Ambassador the night the senator was 

shot. She wore a polka dot scarf- and had been at the hotel.
"But, as the investigatoon developed, neither- Miss Fulmer nor 

any of several young women wearing polka dot garments at the assassination 

scene had any bearing on the case.
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NEWS RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Office of the District Attorney Call: Jerry Littman
600 Hill of Justice News Secretary
Los Angeles, Cclifornii 90012 626-3888, Ext. 82396

RELEASE: Wed., April 23, 1969 
After 10 i.t.

WEEKLY SUMMARY #46
Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 
in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceednngs 
in cou?t, the Office of Los Angeles County Dissrict 
Attorney Ezelle J. Younger is publishing a weelkly summary 
of the case. This is the 46th summary, and others will be " = 
for release on subsequent Wednesdays.

MONDAY, APRIL 14 — Fifteen weeks to the day after the murder 
trial of Sirhun B. Sirhun began , the case went to the jury , after 
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker gave one hour of instruction in the 
law.

The jurist told the seven-man, five woman jury they have four 

possible verdicts:
Guilty of fisst-tgrtte murder, gulty of stcind-degtre murder, 

gulty o voluntary manslaughter or acquttH.

Juror's elected a foreman, then deliberated in a HaU of Justice 

room for about an hour, and returnee d to their hotel. They will deliberate 

from about 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, "adhering to the shortened court day 

Judge Weaker has been observing brclusr of the need for htliy seciuity 

whenever the ciurtiiot is open," reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).
Continued the newspaper::

"The trial reached its end Monday morning with Chief Dep.

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton urging tire jury to scrap U.1 psychiatric
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testimony -- 'throw 'em all out in one big bag' — and decide Sirhan's 

fate with 'plain common sense and good logic.'

"Compton told the jury it was Charles Dickens who once wrote, 
'The law is an ass.' Compton added, 'I think the law became an ass the
day it let the psycdaarists get their hands on the law.!

"He scoffed at defense contentions that Sirhan was a paranoid 

schizophrenic who suffered dissociative trances. Sirhan, said Comp-ton, 
was simply 'cunning and vicious.'

"Sirhan, who chewed persistently on a hangnnai and isteeeed 

quietly as Compton spoke, fared better i.n Comppon's sumnaaion than did 

the psychiatric professoon.

"Compton ridCcueed point after point;, doctor after doctor, and 
the lengthy expert testmnony which painted Sirhan as too sick me^ally to 
peeaenngully premeditaee the kilinng.

’•Referrng disdainfully to -Uro batteries of psychological tests 

given to Sirhan, Compton said:

"'I say reject the tests, put 'em out, because it would be a 

frigheeneng thing if the decision in a case of this magdtude turned on 
whether Sirhan saw a couple of clowns playing pattycake in an inkblot, 
or kicking each other in the shins. '

"If expert testimony could always be bedeved,Compton Isold the 
jury, then cases could be judged without juries at all.
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"Compton told the jurors hie regarded them all as 'average 

people* and urged them not to overcomplicate their decision because of the 
forma.ity of the 3| month-long trial.

"Compton said he, like the defense, wants 'the world to know 

that justice i.s possible in this coxutry, ’ and added: 'The verdict you

return — which we urge should, be fistt-degree murder — will be just as 

just as any other verdict.1
"Such a verdict carries only two possible penaLties — death in 

the gas chamber or liee iPlrSootment. Compton didn't speeify a preference 

for either.

’’Compton said the only issue for the jurors to decide was whe-ther 

Sign's ’efense of dipiniLshdd capacity to maturely and ppdatnteully pre- 
ppddtard and carry out his act is a valid one.

"Judge WaLker opened the morning sesion by instructing; the 
jury to disregard Commton's previous sta■eepetts about dipitishdd capacity 
on Friday.

"Judge Weaker told the jurors that it is 'a doctrine that i.s 
being developed’ and applies to crimes where speeific intent to murder 
is proven. Compton had referred to diminished capacity i.n connection 

with crmies that Judge Waaker said were unrelated to this.
"Compton said Sinha' himssef, in 'fencing' on the stand with 

his cross-exsminers, provided the clearest evidence that he didn’t suffer 
from di.pitishdd mental capacity, but rather showed unusual alertness.
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"Citing psychiatric testimony that Sirhan’s mental illeess was 
one that was causing rapid deterioratOm from its beginnings unlil now, 
Compton virtually snorted:

”’If he was a vegetable on June 5, he should have been a gibber- 
irg idiot by the time you saw him on the witness stand.’

"But he was no such thing," Comp-ton said.
"Compton said psychiatrisss and psychologists 'don’t belong 

here i’ the courtooom on the issue of guilt or irrnocence’ and added, 

'They om’t tell you from showing Sirhan a lot of pictures and inkblots 

in November,, or whenever it was, the kind of mind he had on June 5.

"He lilconed the psychiatric defense to 'sort of a double-play 

cognation - Sinha' to Schorr to Diamond' and said this combi'atonn^ 

'always throws to first base.

"He dismissed (clinical psychologist Maatin M.) Schorr per­
functorily, saying 'He gets all hung up on faMly relatonnships and 

fatter images. ’ He reserved special contempt for the ierfomltnce of 
(UC Berkeley psychiatrist Dr. Bernard) Diamond.

"Compton said a prosecution isychiitrist based his opinions 
on the testimony of witnesses, but 'the ubiquioous Dr. Diamond, the walk­
ing leed(eetehtor, the htndwlitirg; expert, the gun expert, the psychologist 
and isycCiaarisS, ’ implied that all other wineesses either knew nothLng 
or were lying 'uHil (he) Dr. Diamond, descended on the scene.

n’Ife did it with mrrors,’ Compton said of Diamond's testmio'y 
that Sirhoi had experimented with selfhhypnosis with m.rrors and inadver-
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tently put himseef into a trance before mirrors at the Ambassador Hotel 
last Jure 4, just before he shot Kennedy.

”’ I think Dr. Diamond is commPetely and thoroughly discredited 

and deseerring of no consideratoon at all, ’ Compton, said. Then he added, 

speaking of the entire psychiatric profession:
'’’Their whole reason even for being is to find something wrong 

with someone. And what better way to foist their theories off on the 
world than i.n the ciurtiiom?,

"Compton said the jury should not be swayed by the fact that it 

was Kennedy who was shot to death, but added, On the other hand, you 

cannot divorce your thinking from the fact that it was Robert F. Kennedy 

who was murdered because that was why the crime occurred.’ An ordinary 
citizen, Compton said, would not have incurred Sirhan's hatred.

"Compton concluded:

"’The psychiatrisSs say that if you hate a man and kill him, 

you are mature and responsible, Ladies and gentlemen, we ask you: Don’t 

put a premium on hate. ”’
Juror Robert G. Evans was replaced today because of the death 

of his father. The replacement was George A. Stitzel, a pressoomm fore­
man for the Times.

* * *

TUESDAY, APRIL 15 -- The seven-man, fie-wwoman Sirhan jury 
began the second day of their dlliblratOnns today at 8,:17 a.m. and worked
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on the case unnil shortly before 4 p.m., when they were bused back to 
their heavily-iuiarded quarters in a Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore).

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Exaitner):

"The jurors have the exh.bits in the case with theem in their 
ninth-floor Hall of Justice jury root. So far they. have not requested 

the reading of any of this more thian 10,000 pages of thie trial record.
"Their only request, according to Bailiff WilUm Polhemus, 

was for a piece of chalk and a light bulb.
"Polhemus said the jury was swrprisiig to him in its accord. 

He explained that often during the heat of deliberations jurors have 

flllings out which result in the formation of intra-jury cliques.

"Jury deliberatonss are, of course, secret;. So far the only 
thirgj known of the conduct of thie 12 is that they elected systems 
analyst Dr. Bru.ce Elliott foreman ”

Meanwhile, another Los Angel.es newspaper (Times) published 

details of a system "set up so the jury can communicate with the court­
room. Three sounds of the buzzer from the nLith-fioor jury room to the 
eighth floor courtroom will signify the end of delibe:aa-oons. Two buzzes 

would indicate that the jury wished to be brought into the courtroom t;o 
have portions of testmony read.11

Continued the newspaper:

"The Sniff's Department, is talntiiini the tight seccuiiy 
procedures that have been folowwed throughout the 15-week trial. All 
persons entering the courtroom are still subjected to a thorough search, 
syce sill future open sessi.ons involving the jury, however*, brief, will 
also require the presence of the defendaan."

The He raid-Examiner said that Sirhan is lwalting "thie verdict in 
his isolated cell on the 13th floor of the HaU of Justice. He has with
him a Bible and four iiiks on Arab politccs, his attorney, Russeei E. 
Parsons, saLd."
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 — At the request of the jury in the 
Sirhan case, Supeeior Judge Herbert V. Walker today clari.ied his 
instructoons on second-degree murder.

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), this is what 

the jurist told the jury assembled in the courtooom:

’"If you find from the evidence that, at the time the defendant 

shot and kiieed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, his mental capacity had been 

subbt^altially reduced, Whether caused by mental iUeess and imbibing 
of intoxicating beverages, or any other cause, and if you find that to 
the exigent that you have a reasonable doubt Whether hie did or could, 
’aturely and meaningfully premeditate, deliterate and reflect upon tie 
gravity of hi.s contemplated act or form an intent to kill., you cannot 

coxnrict him of a wilful, deliberate or eremeditadid murder of the first 
degree, but you may find him guilty of murder in the second degree if 

you are convinced bdyoti a reasonable doubt that he had the mental capa­

city to harbor or entertain ooaice aforethought.in
The newspaper reported that the jury listened for teout five 

minutes, t.oiiri that they understood and resumed ieliberatO(tss mnil 
about 4 p.m.

Continud the newspaper:

"The jury's question (regarding second-degree) ate i--ts length­

ening debate underscored speculation that the panel is undecided whether 

the kiling of Kennedy was first- or second-degree ureter.

more —
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"Speculation also arose that speculation itself was premature. 
"More than 150 exhibits were entered during the 15-weeetrial, 

and jurors wishing to appear fair-mineed might feel obliged to examine 

them all, even if they had arrived at a private decision.

"Sirhan's controversial noteboot alone would require two 

hour’s for eauh of the 12 jurors to read.
"Veerdlcts of acquittal or voluntary manslaughter -— both 

possible under the instluctOins given the jury by Judge Walker Monday 

-r are considered highly unlite-ly.

"If Sirhan is convicted of first-Ceiece murder, his trial 
would proceed the next day to a penalty phase, in which he could receive 
either a death sentence or liee imprisoment.

"This phase would be short — possibly just a few hours, 
almost surely not more than a day or two.

"After three weeks of psychiatric testimony, attorneys for 
both sides feel there is little left that could be off erred by way of 
mtigation for Sirhan's crime, and that the jury's decision will depend 
chiefly on attorneys' fnal arguments.

' "Further, the prosecution has already said it will not urge

the death penalty.

"If Sirhan is convicted of second-degree murder, the court 
will sentence him to five year's to Ifee in prison, with the exact term

more —
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to be set later by the California AduUt Authority.
"Should the jurors find themselves unable to agree on a verdict;, 

a hung jury probably would not result in a retrial of the case. It is 
considered most likely that Judge Waker would take the case from the 

jury and, depending on agreement by the defense and prosecution, accept 

a gulty plea from the defense and simply sentence Sirhan to liee im­
prisonment. "

THURSDAY, ARTEL 17 in A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) 

reported to^y, quoting Resell E. Parsons;, one of Sirhsrn's attorneys, 

that the defends "expected -to be traded by this government for con­

cessions in the Middle East if he is convicted."

Continued the article:

’‘Parsons said Issa Nalkhleh, Palestinian. Arab associate counsel 

i-n the case, had discussed such a maneuver with King Hussein of Jordan 

at the Umied Nations last week. Nakhleh i.s director general of the 
unrecognized Pslestine Arab delegation to the UN.

"Par’sons said:

"Hie met King Hussein last week at the United Nations. NakhLeh 

was there to discuss the exchange with him. We worked it out. He 

hlsn't been here for fun you know. He has been here to help us. We 

have been working it out with Nakileh. I was going to Jordan first, 
but then we decided against it.1

more —
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"However, there was no confirmation from any official source 

that such a course was being considered.

"Reached in New York, Nakhleh. had this to say:

* '’There oan be no discussion of an exchange... uitil after the 
verdict. Talk to me after the verdict.’ '

"It was pointed out at the Hall of Justice that the legal 
commpications of such an exchange would be enorwus. The United States 
has no jurisdictoon over Sirhan. He is a prisoner of Ca^forain — 
a sovereign state. Moreover, it is expected that public reaction to 

such barter would be swift and extremely adverse.
"Furthermore, insofar as is known, there are no important 

American prssoners held by any Arab state."
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17 — Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was convicted by 

a seven-man, fiee-woman jury today of fisstddggree murder in the tiling 

of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy last Junie 5*
The jury signalled its arrival at a verdict at 10:47 a.m., 

16 hour's and 42 minutes after it began deliberations on Mond^.

One Los Angeles newspaper. (Herald-Examiner) reported the status 
of the case as it stands today as foiowws:

"The jury must decide the pematy for the young Arab's crime, 
With 'unrtrmmeled discretion' as to a lie or death sentience.

"No matter what it decides, Judge (Herbert V.) Water has the 
authority to reduce, but not increase the penalty. He could not iold 

any death sentence.
"It will be up to Judge Walker to fix penalties for Sirhan^ 

convictic on the lesser counts of assavut with i deadly weapon with in­
tent tocornmit mnder. Caaifornia law demands that sentiences for these 

crimes not be added to the murder penaaty; if Sirhan gets Iffe he will 
serve concurrent sentences on the assaalt counts.

"No mater what the pexnUy verdict;, there probably will be 

an appeal.. Such an appeal is mandatory if death is decreed, and will 

take more than a year t;o pursue.
"The defense i.s convinced that Judge WOker commtted 'more 

tian one' mjor judicial error during the trial, v/hich it hopes to take 

to a higher court.

more —
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"Appeals may see changes in the defense staff. Defense lawyer 
Russeei E. Parsons is an appeals epeciali-St.. But defense lawyer Grant 

B. Cooper, who said he has worked without fee throughout the trial, is 
not sure he can afford to contnnue in the case.

"No matter what the fnal decision an the Sirhan case — no 
final penalty will be inflicCed for more than a year, according to 
Cooper.”

Reported another Los Angeles newspaper (Times):

"The tiny Palesanian Arab defendant showed no visible reaction 

as the verdict was read. He sat forward a.n his c^air, elbows on the 
counsel table, and stared soberly ahead as he heard the verdict.

"For woundng five other persons in the fueikadc of sh°ts 

that kiieed Kennedy last June, Sirhun was found gu.lty on five counts of 

assault with a deadly weapon with intent to commit murder. Each con- 

v-ctOon carries a sentence of one to 14 years."

The jury entered the courtroom at 11:09 a.m. and Judge Weaker 

asked, "Ladles and genteemen of the jury, you have a verdant?"

Continued the newspaper”.

"’We have, your honoo, ’ the foemman murmured.

• "Foreman Bruce D. Elliott han.aea the verdicts to BHiff
Willard Polhemus, who passed them to Judge WOker, "who scannea the 

s-x verdicts and passed them to Alice Nishikawa, who read theem aloud.’’ 

Members of Sirhan’s family were not present for the verdiot, 
although they were an court every day of the 15-week trial. A brother, 

Adel, 30, told the Times: "I don’t think we should show up down there 
now, do you?"

more —
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Added the newspaper-:

"After the verdict, Adel, his mother, Marry, and brother, Mudr, 
wept as they heard the verdict over their televisOon set in their small 

Pasadena home.

"After Mrs. Nishikawa ftnished reading each verdict, she asked 

the jurors: 'Is this your verdict, ladies and gentlemen of the jury? So 

say you one, so say you i11?
"Murmured assent was unanimous for Hl six verdicts.
"Defense attorney Cooper requested that the jury be polled on 

the first count — the murder conviction — and as each juror’s name was 

called., the answer was a firm, "Yes,’
"Judge Walker then recessed the trial until Monday for the 

penalty phase...

"Cooper, who spoke with Sirhan in a sman holding; tank moments 
after adjournment, said 'his reaction was one of disappointment’ Cooper 

would not repeat what Sir-han said, but added that disappoinmrnent was 

evident 'by the expressioon on his face.’ •

"Cooper-, asked his own reaction, told reporters in a news 

conference later, ’Naturally, one is disappointed.’ Bit he add^:

«»im not going to qusurel with this jury. They had tte case 

fully and fairly presented to them and I’ . not going to quarrel, even 

though I might disagree with their verdict.’

"Cooper discoosed that he had already made a motion to impanel 

a new jury for the penalty phase, but that Judge Walker in a brief con­

ference at the bench, had denied it.

more —
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"Asked what testmony he would present in the penalty phase 

to show Sirhan's life should be spared, Cooper said he didn't wait to 

telegraph his punches. But earlier he indicated he wold attempt to call 
Mat. Atty. EHH J. Younger, Chief Bep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton 

and Dep. Dist. Attys. John E. Howard and David N. Fitts to the witness 
stsndto confirm that the prosecution once was willing to accept a plea 
of guilty with the understaildigg that Sirhan get liee impriooment.

, "Cooper later asked Judge Waker, in a brief proceeding Thursday

afternoon, to be allwwed to call the prosecution to the stand. The judge 

denied the motion.
"The jury has never heal'd of the agreement. !f Judge Waaker 

had permitted Cooper Ito introduce it, some sources felt it would have 

been a strong factor in swaying the jury toward a Ifee sentence,

"Howard, f who will ague for the prosecution in the penalty 
phase, said he intends to gear hi.s argument to Sirhan’s *aack of remorse 

and Ito the effect of pooitical assassination on the dlmooratic process. ‘
"Sirhan testified from the witness stand that he hated Kennedy 

because, in his campaign for the Ddooratic nomination for the U.S. 

Presidency, he had advocated sending 50 Phantom jet bomber's to ad Israel 

in its connfict with Arab nations. •
"Sirhan also testified, Tm not particularly proud, but I»m 

not sorry either’,' about the death of Kennedy.

"Asked about the nalier rgr'lement to accept Sirhan’s plea o 
guilty, Compton acknowledged that the bargain strode last February ’implses

mon —
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on us the obligation not to assert that the death penalty is an absolute 

must.’
"Both defense and prosecution have said that the penalty phase 

will probably be brief -- possibly only a few hours, er a day er two at 
the moos.”

The newspaper al.so related that "irritatoon at the ensuing 

length and expense of the trial has been widespread” and that County 

Supervisee^ Kenneth Hahn says it has no>w cost taxpayers more than $1 

miioon, although that figure its disputed.
"The genera public, too, has expressed anger at the slow, 

deliberate trying of a defendant whose slaying of Kennedy is beyond 

question, even admitted."

The same newspaper pointed rat that Judge Walker didn't; ^ant 

"unresolved mysteries" similar to what occurred after the assassination 

of President John F. Kennedy, and he, therefore, "ordered all the facts 

laid before the public in a long-fought trial."
Added the newspaper*:

"The defense has revolved on the contention that Sirhan. is 
both gaity and sick. This i.s the defense of diminished capacity — 
a legal doctrine available to the defense only in Cctifornit.

"It i.s a doctrine that is ssill being resolved since its 

first applicate’ in 1949. In brief, nt toldt ihlt a person may be 

found guilty of Irsst-eere^ murder and yet be unable because ^f mental 

iinesss, rage, fear, obsession or intoxication, to maauray, and meganing 

fully errmerdtair, deliberate and ^Id mlaee aforethought.

more —
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’’Wether Sirhan’s case fit anywhere onto this still indeter­

minate scale of respoosShility was a subtle matter- of degree f°r 12 

jurors to calculate and agree upon unamimousSy.”

The newspaper also claimed that "four other persons” besides 

the faily "suffered in varying degrees..,These were two psychologists 
and two psychiatrisss who absorbed a good deal of har’d cross-examination.''

As for Sirhan's fate, the Times noted:
’’Whatever penalty the jury decides for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 

it could be months or even year’s before his future is really certain.
’If they (the jury) decree death, Superior Judge Walker could, 

on his own authooity, commute the sentence to Ifee imprSusIment.

’Barring that, appeal of a death sentence is automatic anyway, 

under Califorsil law. ’
"Defense attorney Cooper estimated Thursday, after the verdi-ct 

of frsst-rlerrre murder in the death of Robert F. Kennedy, that; it would 

be at least one year before Sirhan’s appeal — if there is one — would, 

be resolved.
"He said he planned to fiee a notice of appeal on the verdict, 

but indicated he di.d not know whether he would press an appeal imInerdalely.
* ’Partly’’ he added, 'it depends on whether ^meone co)mrs up 

with some money to conduct a defense.1 Cooper has defended ^rhen thus 

far without fee.”

Concerning formal sentencing by the* judge, the newspaper indi­

cated this is "expected to-be teld about three) wrrks after the; jury

more —
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returns a verdict in the penalty phase,,"
’ Following the verdict, a press conference was held and Compton

related, according to the Times, that "the c'icuimisancces of the murder 

and the conduct of Sirhan B. Sirhan wei*e the major contributing factors 

in his conviction.”

Flanked by his two feioow prosecutors, Compton termed the jury's 
decision "appropriate" and said it "expressed the will of the community.” 

Continued the newspaaee's account;:

"Asked the penalty the prosecution will seek at that phase of 
the trial, Compton said:

K rI don't think it appropriate for me to express what we think 

would be the appropriate penalty.1
"He explained that 'this is a unique case without precedent' 

and that it should be left to a jury to decide what should be the 'appro­

priate penalty ’
"..hie made it plain that Howard,: who wil deliver the pro­

secution's argument to the jury, will emphasize these facts which point 

to one punishment — presumably the death petr.•ty.

"Howard, who has been assigned to the case since moments after 
the shooting, and who has lost 35 eotnts since the trial began in January, 

said the thrust of his sumnaaion will be that the kiling of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy was a 'political assassination* and that the jury must decide 

wlhat should be the proper eunishaent for such an act.

more —
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"He hinted that he will hammer home to the jury what he des­

cribed as Sirhan’s lack of remorse.
"He intends to remind the panel, that while the electorate 

went to the polls last June 5, Sirhan went to a pistol range, To be 

fair, Howard said, he will say all he can in Sirhan’s favor, iut, he 

added, ’-hat will be very little.’
"Fitts, who carried the brunt of the prosecution’s presentation 

in court, remained silent during the press’ conference, but hie said later 
that he was ’relieved’when he heard the verdict.

"Compton who had asked the jury to disregard the trial, testi­
mony of psychhiarists, said he did not think the verdict necessarily was 

a repudiation of such testmaony in general.
"Rather, he said, in this case the jury ’did not accept the 

diagnosis of the psycbhaairsts.1
"Compton commended both Fitts and Howard saying ’this whole 

comnmnity owes a debt of gratiuude to them for the work they performed 

on this case.’
"He also complimented the three defense attorneys, for their 

behavior during the trial.
"Compton, Howard and Fitts have al been through ^ath penalty 

trials before, Compton having obtained seven ^oth verdicts, Fitts fcur 
and Howard, who has spent much of his career as a prosecutor handling 

rajor fraud cases, one.

more —
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"However, with all their experience,there has never been a 

Sirhan case — a political assassinatoon which in itself, as Howard, slid, 
affects 'our democratic processes. ’,!

MeannWhle, Cooper expressed disapponntment at the verdict, 

and Parsons said, "I feel very bad about it. We have a sick man and the 

psyclhLatric evidence was overwhelming."

The third defense attorney, Etile Zola Berman, said in Now 

York: "I just regret that the sciences off psychology and psychiatry are 

held in such low esteem.

Reported the Times:

"Asked if Sirhan fully realieed the import of the outcome, 
Cooper answered: 'Of course.’

"When asked if there had been judicial errors during the lengthy 
proceedings, he (Cooper) replied that he felt so. .

"Cooper mentioned a matter that will come before the Court of 

Appeal.s on Friday, ’’that of Linodn High School teacher Sal Castro and 12 

other defendants, accused of felony conspiracy for their roles in student 
walkouts last year.

"If the court upholds the defense position that the Grand Jury 
was improperly constituted — favoring certain segments of the popuLatoon 

— then the Sirhan case would have to be retroed, Cnper said.”
(Sirhan was indicted by the 23-menber Los Angeles County Grand 

Jury several days after thie shooting).
"In response to a question, the attorney said Sirhan has not 

indicated that he wants any change of lawyers.

more —
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"Cooper said he had no regrets about the course pursued by 

the defense.
"’I don’t know of any other way we could have treed it,’ he 

stated. ’We did the best we coU.d and we lost. That’s al.1 11
Meeanrhile, a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) published 

a United Press International story from Jerusalem quoting Sirhan’s father* 

that h.e (the father) "was even more adamant than ever that his son h.ad 

’commited an act of pooitical courage and even of neceessty’ in the 

shooting.
Continued the UPI story:

"Seething had to be done ’-to bring to the attention of the 

United States people the wrongness of Amerca’s support of.' Israel,’ 

Sirhan told newsmen.

'Many of the Arab residents of Taibeh and through the occupied 

West Bank area agreed with Sirhan. The Arabs view the young Jordanian 

as a hero and a ma*tyr for the Arabs and Palestinian cause.
''Veteran pooitical observers in Beirut said the conviction of 

Sirhan was expected to provoke a wave of popular protest in tie Arab world.
"Although the long trial got little more Wan routine attention 

in the Arab press, interest in tis case has been sparked re,c?“?ly.?y.:!he.t4_.. 
appearance n Arab capitals of poster’s hailing Sirhan as a hero of Palestine.

"The well-printed poster’s in black and red are is^ied bljhe 
Palestnne Liberation Orgsan.zation and show a drawing of Sirhan with. We 
words, ’I did it for my country.’"

##
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Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 
in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceed­
ings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly 
summary of the case. This is the 4?th summary, and 
other’s will be for release on subsequent Wednesdays.
MONDAY, APRIL 21 —* Jurors in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case

deliberated for two hours' and 25 minutes t;oday, without reaching a 

decision on whether the accused assassin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 

should face death in the gas chamber or 1H imprSoonmlot.

Arguments and legal advice concluded at 11:49 a.m. today,
after the jurors heard from Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard, defense 

lawyers Grant B. Cooper and RusssU B. Parsons and the dlflodlnO;’s 

mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan. ’ •
Howard, citnng 10 months of special precaution to insure a

fair trial for Sirhan, told the jury that now that he has been coo~ 

victed of frstt-lgglel murder, "he has no special claim to further 

preservation." ■ •

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times):

"Without asking for a death verdict in so many words,<Howard

made it clear that was what the prosecution sought as he urged the jury
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•that each of you in your hearts have the courage of your convictions, 
the courage to write the end to this trial and to apply the only proper 
penalty for political assassination in the United States of AmriGea*

’ “Howard, in a brief argument, told the jury:
”’Mitigatlon of pplitccal assassinatoon to any degree sooner 

or later spell an end to the trlditlonll democratic election process we 

now enjoy.’
“Howard conceded that Sirhan is mentally ill and said, ’We 

have never disputed that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is abnormal — only the 
extent of his abnormality, and its legal sCgniCccnnce, if any1

“But, said Howard:
"You should be reminded that SOhan Bishara Sirhan reached

■ this shore at the indugennee of a ration which takes pride in providing

• refuge to the oppressed. There may well be a substantial number in this

ciurtocom who need look no farther back than one generation to find them­

' se-lvess.. strangers in a new society which offered greater oppootiun.ty Or

• the individual to achieve success within the limits of his'clpacCtc.ls.

For this defendant, that was not enough. .

I ’’’History may weU record that but for this defendant, Sen.

' Kennedy might have succeeded to the highest hitcr and resoontSbility
! which the Ammrican dlmocratic process can bestow. •

•”Bnyctd doubt, the taagedy which occurred in the early morning 
hour’s of June 5, 1968, at the Ambassador Hotel was politically motivated. 

The question now to be resolved i.s the proper pena-ty for political 
assassinator in the United States.' ’

■ ' ’ more — :
i
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’’Howard, reminded the jurors they, had been asked to consider 
what 200 such assassinatoons might do to the country, then added:

'A half~o.ozen would suffice to leave this country bereft of deeooaaaictlyy 
endorsed leadership.’ .

"Sirhan has shown no remorse, Howar-d said, adding, 'Perhaps 

you observed his reaction when Attorney Russell Parsons, in his address 

to you, urged in ail sincerity that Americans pray for the ill-staaeed ' 
Kennedy family.’ (Sirhan smiled and covered his mouth). You could not 

have faieed to observe the defendants smUe- when hie declared from the 
witness stand, ’I don’t know who shot Kennedy.”’

The same newspaper (Times) reported as foioows on remarks made 

by Cooper, Parsons and Mrs. Sia’hao; •
‘ "Defense attorney Grant B. Cooper urged the jury, 'as a kind

of posthumous trbbute to Sen. Kennedy,’ to spare Sirhan's life. .
"In a quiet, final plea for mercy for Kennedy’s murderer, 

Cooper read foom Kennedy's own statement of Appil 5 -~ one day after 

(Maran Luther) King's death, and exactly two months before he himself 

was fatally shot. . - .
"CrOpta told the jury that Kennedy told a crowd in Cleveland:
’’’■heenever any Ameeican’s If! is taken by another Ameeican 

unneceessaily -— whether it is done in tie namie ° the law ^r in tha 
defiance of law, by one man oh a gang, in cold blood or in passion, in 
an attale of vioeence or in aesponse to vioeence...the whole nation is 

degaaded... ' ’ ■

’ • moae — .-
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"'...We must recognize that this.short liee can neither be 
enobled, nor enriched by hatred or revenge. Our lives on this planet 

are too short and the work to be done too great to let this spirit 
flourish any longer in our land...* ’

"Cooper said that ‘he believed that ii Kennedy himself had been 

i.n the courtroom Monday, he would-have asked the jury to sPare Sirhan's 

me. . ■

"In a dramatic closing moment, Cooper turned to face the tiny 
Palestinian Arab, who sat chewing gum, h.i.s eyes large and somber, and 

told him: .

1 ‘And now, Sirhan Sirhan, I've done all the best that I could 
do for you...* ■

"Shftirg his gaze to Mrs. Mary Sirhan, 56, in the second row 

of the court, Cooper said, ’Mary Sirhan, I now entrust the lie of your 
son to this American jury. And, Marry Sirhan may your prayers be 

answered.’

■ "iirs. Sirhan was the only witness in the penaaty phase of 
tie trial. Cooper called her to the stand and asked just one question: 

’ In his eatire me bdee the' shooting, has Sirhan ever been i.n trouble 

with the law?’ '

- "Mrs. Sirhan answered in a solemn voice: ’He has never been. 

And that is not from me and not’ from him. This is because I raise him 

up under the law of God and in His love. 1

' ■ - more — . ’ ’
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"Cooper stressed repeatedly that.while the law prescribes 
eitherdoath or liee mpriooment for fisst-eegeee murder, the law states 

no preference ;o.

"f Kennedy's lffe must be avenged., Cooper suggested, Sirhao’.s 

conviction and a sentence of lfee impriooment is vengeance enoughs

"To execute Sirhlo. ca^ot bring Kennedy back, Cooper said, 
b^ to sentence Sirhan to lfee in the California Medical Facility at . '
Vaccaille would erable penologists and psyciialrists to study- the 
defendant, to see ’what more can be learned about the human mind, and . 

what makes people want to kill.1 '

"Such a study, Cooper said, could helLp prevent further such ’ 

crimes as Sir-han's. ’ ' •

' "Copper’s plea foioowed an impassioned plea for mercy by defense 

attorney Russell E. Parsons, who told the jurors that a verdict of death 

would be, in effect, Selline the world that justcae isn't possible in 
America.

’’’This man is sick,’ said Parsons, ’mid I don’t beieeve we've 

got to the bottom rung yet, where we execute sick people in Califoioil. 1 
"To do so, he said, would be ’to •foioww Hitler, who beieeved 

in killing the lame, the haLt and the sick.’’’

Reported mother Los Angeles nrwepaprr (Herald-E-aminer):

’’’ha jurors asked for' ’othing — nor did they seek any further 
advice from (Superior) Judge Herbert V. Walker, pirsidOg;,, over the trial, 
during their lfteonooO session. " * • -

‘ more — .• .
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' "At 3:50 p.m., Sheeiff's Inspector William Conroy told waitng 
. newsmen the jurors were retiring for the night.

. * "He discOosed that they had chosen Dr.Bruce D. Elliott as

their foreman. Dr. Elliott, TRW Systems pr ©gammer, an emigrant from 

■ the' Middle West, also presided over the jury when it found Sirhan guilty
of frrtt-eggree murder in the Junie 5, 1968, Ambassador Hotel shootirg of 

■ Sen. Kennedy.

; "At that time the jury had a number of choices ranging foom
' fisst-eegree murder through manslaughter to. an acquittal — Which no one

sought. •

■ "Should it be unable to agree on either, the choi.ce could be

left, to Judge Walker. State and defendant alike could choose him too 
■ select the penalty. .

: "Dirhem awaits his fate in the isolation cell on the Hall of
; Justice's 13th floor, where he has been confined for the past 10 months. 

, "He sat there... clad only i.n underwear staring at the barred
door of his cell and the armor plate which cover's its windows. He had

no visitors and spoke only briefly to the suuad of rheeiff»r deputies 
: who keep him under constant surveiiancce. ■

; ■ "His only relative i.n the heavilygguadded courtooom was his
; bioS;hei, Adel. Another brother, munr, had taken his mother, Mrs. Nary

« Sirhan, home.

* l

, more — . .
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• TUESDAY, APRIL 22 — The jury in the Sirhan B. Sirhan murder

trial deliberated for two and onee—hlf hour's today and then retunned to 

their quarters in a Los Angeles hoteL.
They have deliberated on the penalty for Sirhan, the accused 

assassin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, a total of eight hour's and 44 minutes 

today and yesterday.
Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald—-Examiner):

."Court attaches pooh—-poohed speculltion" late today "Wat the 

jury was deadlocked. There is, they averred, no set of standards by 

which to judge a murder jury.' .
"But the strain of the long deliberating showed on their faces 

as it did on the faces of the jurors who were bundled into a barred 
Sheeiff’s Department bus at 4 pm. for the trip to the Biltmore Hotel 

where they are quartered. .
. "Grant B. Cooper, chief defense counsel., was clearly disturbed, 

He told newsmen: • . ■ ■

" ’ It i.s obvious there are people on the jury who are demanding 

that Sirhan get the death penaaty. Whether they are in a minority or '

a maaority, I have no idea.1 , '

"Equally disturbed was Adel Sirhan, the defendant’s 30—-year 
old brother. Ony member of the family to wait out the jury to the grim,

lrto0’•—P].l■eed eightbh floor Hall of Justice ciurtiiom, the nattily dressed 

Arab immigrant said: ■

■ more — ’ . ;
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• . " ’ I have run out of patience.111
The same newspaper said, “It is believed they (the jurors) 

have taken several ballots. Law requires that their verdict — life or 

death — be unanimous. There is no majority rule in the decision as 

to whether a man convicted of first-eereee murder shall live out his 
liee in prison or die in the gas chamber.

"Should thie jurors be unable to agree, the procedure would be 

! as follows: ' ‘

' . "Judge (Herbert V.) Walker would have to summon them into

• court to inquire of them h.ow the matter stood. This could involve a

poll of the 12 as to their position on liee or death.
I • ” If h.e determined the jury to be hopelessly -et(-locke- he .

! could then:’ . ' .
। "Ordain a liee sentence for Sirlim.

’ . "CaU for a new penalty jury, which would have to hear the
J arguments in the case in reprise. .

"Enter into an agreement with defense and prosecution lawyers 
■ by which they left the issue of penalty up to him.11

moi^e —



_ ■ ■ Weekly Summary #47
• • Page 9

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 — Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was sentenced 

today to death in the gas chamber for the murder of Sen. Robert F. 

Kennedy.

' The jury, composed of seven men and five women, signaled it 

had reached a verdict at 11:04 a.m., after 12 hour's deliberation since < 
the penalty phase began at noon Monday.

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times):

"The 25-year old Palestinian’s face was ashen but impassive 

as hie bear'd the death verdict. Moments latter hie told his visibly shaken

defense attorney, Grant B. Cooper, ’Don’t be concerned, Even Jesus 

Christ coiuxdi’t have saved me. ’1
. . Appeal of a death sentence is automatic in Caaifornia and

Sirhan’s defense said it will stay with his case through the appeal," 
according to Dave Simth, staff writer for the newspaper..

Mesannhile, tire same newspaper reported that "the final life- 
or~death decision concerning" Sirhan "may be made by Gov. Reagan, who 

has. the power either to commute the death penalty to life in prison, 
or to grant an outright pardon. . • . ’

"The governor, who has pubbicly expressed the view that the 
death penalty i.s a deterrent to crime, has used this power only once 

since taking office. ■
"He commuted the sentence of condemned slayer Calvin Thompson 

on grounds that psycthaarists said the prisoner was.a mental defective.

more — 
i,
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, ’ \ "Two months earlier, on Appil 2, 1967, he refused clemency

" for Aar'dn Mitchell, who was executed for the murder of a Sacramento 

polceeman. ■

"Mtcheei was the last man executed in California. There are
81 me-n now on San Quennin's death row and 500 are awaiting execution 
in the nation. ■

The jury entered the courtooom of Suppeior Judge Herbert V. 

Walker at 11:34 am. today and the judge asked, "Ladies and genteeeen 

of the jury, you have a verdict?"
’We have, your honor;” said the foreman, Bruce D. Elliott.

j ' Reported Smth in the newspaper::

| "He (Elliott) handed the verdict to bamff Willard Polhemus,
1 *

; who passed it to Judge Walker.

. "The 69-year old jurist, presiding over hi.s final and most

, celebrated case before retiring in July, scanned the verdict and handed

' it to cowt clerk Alice Nishikawa, who read aloud:

"’The people versus Sirhan Bishm Sirhan. We, the jury, in . 
the above ennitled action, having found the defendant guilty of murder in 
the frsttdeegree as charged...now fix the penalty as death.’1

"She paused,, then continued, ’Is this your verdict, ladies
and gentnemen of the jury? So say you one, so say you Hl.?’ ’ •

"The jury unanimously spoke its assent. Polled individually, 

each juror replied fimlly, 'Yes.'

more —
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■ "Sirhan, chewing gum, as he had last Thursday when the first-
degree murder verdict was retunned, paled as he Isteeeed to the jurors 
affirm their beeief that he should die for the assassination of the 
New York senator. ,

"Less than five minutes before, he had entered the courtooom 

trailing smok:e foom one last puff on a cigaret and smiiig boyishly at 
co-defense counsel Russsll E. Parsons. '

„ ."Others were more visibly affected by the verdict.
■ "Cooper, 66, who never’had a death verdict returned against

one of his clients before Wecdnesday, appeared on the verge of tears.

His eyes reddened and his jaw muscles twithhed as he gave notice in a 

husky voice of a motion for a new trial. .
, "Judge Weaker set a hearing on Cooper's motion for May 14.”

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Eaminier) related that 

Cooper "would seek the new trial on the basis of errors he claims the 
judge made during the lengthy, trial." • • ,

Wrote John Douglas, staff writer: •

"Two of these, the grizzled defense lawyer said, were: '
"The■judge's refusal to dismiss the indCtOment against Sirhan 

after Cooper charged that the Grand Jury which retunned it was unrepresen­

tative. '

"Walker's denial of defense attempts to let the jury know that - 
' Dist. Atty. -vile J. Younger had once agreed t;o let the young Arab plead

more —
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guilty to first-degree murder in consideration of a guaranteed liee 
sentence.

"This will be the first of a long series ii moves on Sirhan's 

behalf. There is also every indication that Cooper and his associate, 
Russell E. Parsons, will carry the case to the U.S. Supreme Court.

"Appeal time could easily run several years and be further 
lenghhened by stays of execution. '

"Judge Walker also has the power to reduce the jury's verdict 
to Ifee imprionimient. This i.s considered unlikely. Walker has handled 

19 death penality cases in his more than 16 years on the bench. In only
one of these cases has he reduced the verdict."

- After the verdict was retunned, both the prosecution and 

defense held press conferences.

Coverage of the prosecution conference i.n the Los Angeles Times 

by Ron Einstoss, staff writer, included the folOowing:
■ "Sirhani B. Sirhan's own conduct duriig his trial, as much ss

the- enormity of the crime, may have been the decisive factor which led 
the jury to return a dea-th penalty verdict;. ' •

HThat was the opinion Wednesday of Chief Dep. Dist. Atty.
Lynn D. Compton, who headed the three-man team which prosecuted the 
25-year old Palestinian Arab. •

"Asked foiowwing the return of the indCt-ment whether anythiig 

at the trial might have given him reason to believe- a death penalty 

verdict would be returned, Compton said:

more
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”*I don't believe the defendants conduct was such as to evoke 

sympathy or endear him to the jury. ' '. •
' "Compton obviously based his evaluation on the fact that in 

death penalty cases jurees often are swayed by the personal actions and 

testimony of the defendants as they are by the evidence against them. •
"Compton said he felt the verdict was 'proper' and that it 

expressed the jury’s attttude toward 'this particular crime.’

"It also, according to the prosecutor, was the one 'the great 

majority of the American people’ who, he said, favor capital punishment 
would have voted for if they had been sitting on the jury.

"In the opinion of Compton, a veteran of many death penaaty 
cases, the jury's verdict may serve as a deterrent to others who con­

sider vioiihce to accoeelish their ends. .

"’I hope it i.s a deterrent... I hope it puts people on notice 

that we simply can't tolerate this kind of action as solution to our 
political or social problems,’ he declared. .

"It was left to Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts, who with 
Compton and Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard prosecuted Sirhan, to 

comment on the psychiiatric testimony on which the defense rened‘heavily 
to save Sirhan's Ifee.

".'In this case, to some ex-tent,' said Fitts, 'it (-the testi- 
moony)-- was not as worthy of respect as I might have tnticipaieU when 

the trial began.’ , ,

"Howard, a great admirer of Sen. Kennedy, offered no comment 

folOowing the verdict. '

. ■ more — . ;
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"On Monday in his argument to the jury, Howard had; asked that 
the jurors have ’the courage to write the end to this trial and to apply 
the only proper penalty for pooitical assassinatoon in the United States 
of Anerica.

"Compton, asked to speculate on whether Sirhan would ever be ' 

.executed, said that based on ’the pattern of these things’ in recent 
year’s, - ’I don’t think it would be in the very. near' future. ”!

, At the press conference held by the defense, and reported in 
the Los Angeles Times by Lee Dye, staff writer, Cooper said tire jury 
was deciding issues., far greater than the trial, itself.

He said that jurors were inflrencrd by student and civil 
unrest across the.country and by -the identity of the victim.

Continued Dye: •

"He sai.d several times during the press conference that he 

was not charging that the jurors had been unfair', bu-t he said that ’the 
underlynng feeling of the entire United States (regarding unrest in the 
universitees and civil disobedrnnre) caused a backlash that has seeped 

into the minds of the jurors.
’ ’” The jurors are governed by the same emotions — lo^ and

hate — that you and I have, and they cant help but be affected by 

unrest,’ Cooper said. .

’’Russell E. Parsons, Cooppr’s associate m tile defense of 
Sirhan for the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, made several emotional 

staemments much to the same effect. _ .

' ■ more — . :
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" 'Things are bad in this coxurtry,-' Parsons said, in refeienci ' 
to the unrest and lawlessness, 'and it’s very difficult to get a fair 
trial.’ ' ’

• "Cooper then repeated his claim that no member of thie defense 

team was saying that Sirhan did not have a fair trial. ■

"Cooper said the identity of Sirhan’s victim greatly infUeeneed 
the outcome of the trial."

He told reporters: "Of course, I am disappointed. I believed 
in our defense, and I believed he should not be executed. I feel very- 
bad.f ’

, One juror, George Stitzel, told reporters, "As long as we have 

capital punishment what other crmie would justify it if this didn’t".
• "That seemed -to be the general feeling Wednesday of the seven­

man, five-woman jury who decided the fate of Sirhan B. Sirhm,” reported 

David Larsen, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

He continued:

"From the start;, most of the jurors favored a coneictioe on 

fisst-eegeee murder, Stitzel revealed. It was then a maater of con-'' 
verting those few who leaned to a verdict of sinwnd-degiie murder.

’'Stitzel, a p^isswwool supervisor at S;hi Times, said’five 

formal ballots were taken during the 12 hours of the penalty delibera­
tions, alhhough oral votes were taken from Wae t;o time t;o see how the 
count stood.

. more —
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"Wat did the jury feel was the most damaging evidence 
against Sirhan?

’ II’As far as I was concerned, it was the notebook,’ said 
Stitzel, referriig to the writings of the def:endant that 'Kennedy must 

dis.' ‘ ■
"Wat about the psyohiaaric evidence?
’’Stitzel said the jury felt Sirhan was men'ally ill, but 

not to a degree that would affect the verdict.
.’I think the jury took the testimony of the psychhaarists 

and psychologists into consideration fairly,1 he said.
■ . "Was. the jury convinced that Sirhan had lied?

’”I think they beieeved he told les,’ the juror replied.
■ "Did his hiurtiiom outbursts have any effect?

"'No.' ’ .
"As were other jurors, he was starteed when inoommed of a 

deal that had at one time been made between the defense and prosihution, 
a piece of information that the panel hadn't received.

"The defense was wiling to enter a plea of giilty to first- ’ 
degree murder with the understandnng that Sirhan would receive a lie 
sentence, an arrangement to which the prosecution had agreed, feeling 
they might have a har'd tine convincing the jury that the defendant de­

served to die for his crime.
’’Judge Walker, however-, rejected the bargain.
’When Stitzel was asked what penalty he would have favored

more —
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if he had known this, he replied: ’I honestly don't know.' That was 
the same reaction of Bruce D. Elliott, a systems analyst snd the fore­
man of the jury. ’ ' .

■ "Another juror, Gilbert Grace, a city Water and Power

Department employee, said 'the victmi could have been anyone' and the ■ 

verdict would have been the same. ’It was just the cirumisancces of 
the crime,’ hie said.

"Benjamin Glick, retail clothieer and the only Jew on the 
panel hearing the case of the Arab defendant, said he feels the verdict 
'expresses my opinion for American justice.’ '

"Albert N. Frederico, a plumber, made no secret of his feelnngs 

about the psyclhatric testmnony.
• ’"All those psychhiarists -- they really had us ail stirred 

up,’ he said. 'It was confusing. It stunk. ": •
. In conclusions, Stitzel told reporters:

"We felt we should stand behind our laws. There seems to be 

a tendency i.n some areas not to do this."
. . ■ ■ In addition to the slaying of the senator, Sirhan was charged 

with assault with a deadly weapon to comm-t murder on five others.
Ira Goldstein,, 20, said, "Death i.s too good for hm. It

would be better for him to stay in jail for good and know why he's there.’1 

: William Weesel, 31, said, "I think the trial brought out that
the shooting was premeditated, and i.n a case like that, I think the 
death penalty is the proper pennaty." ’ - '

. more —




