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‘BACKGROUND CONCERNING SIRHAN FAMILY
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ARTHUR N, LILLENAS telephonically contacted the Los
Angeles Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation from his
place of employment with North American Aircraft Corporation,
Downey, California, telephone number 923-8111, extencion 25U5.
ARTHUR LILLENAS ctated that he resides at 9939 South Larrylyn
Drive, Whittier, California, telephone number OW 7-8577.

ARTHUR LILLENAS stated that his uncle, HALDOR LILLENAS,

died “in 1959 ARTHUR LILLENAS stated that he did recall

that his uncle, HALDOR LILLENAS, had sponsored a family with the
name of SIRHAN into the United States from Jordan, a number of
years ago, but he did not vecall the details. ARTHUR LILLENAS
further stated that he did mot personally know any members Of

‘the SIRHAN family, and was not acquainted with SIRHAN BISHARA
SIRHAN. ARTHUR LILLENAS stated that HALDOR LILLENAS' widow,

LOLA LILLENAS, presently resides in Mission, Kansag, a suburb

of Kansas City, Kansas, but he does not know the exact address.
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6/5/58 Los Angeles, California Los Angeles 556-155"X-)
On at . File # .

SA MYRON M. HITCH/nlb 5/6/6%8

by Date dictated -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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LILLENAS set forth quotos from letters he had received
from SIREAN prior to their arrival in this country: "If you
sponsor us you will be delivering a Christian family from absolute
darlmess and hopelessness. I assure you that I will be willing to
perform any Lype of service or job in whatsoever nature - garden,
servant, sweeper - humbly and mildly. I have a sincere purpose
to become a U.S. countryman with a willingness and readiness to
do any kind of work to ‘the satisfaction of any employer.’
LILLENAS stated that SIRHAN falled to 1live up to these statements.
A postscript to ‘the letter was as follows: ¥r. SIRHAN has, aside
from the things mentioned above, been very brutal to his children.”

By letter dated Pebruary 27, 1960, lrs. HALDOR LILLENAS,
3105 Hishview, Altadena, California, requested information con-
cerning the whereabouts of SIRHAN. In this letter she saild he
was "an undesirable alien no doubt. His family are fine, hard-
working, worthy people and are getting alonz fine...."

o7
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Mr. JAMES BUZZELLE, U. S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Federal Building, Los Angeles, on June 7, 1968, made
availapble a certified copy of a City of Pasadena, Department of
Health Certificate of Death, Number 7069-42l, reflectlng that
subject's sister, AIDA SIRHAN MENNELL, died on March 20, 1865, at
6:05 a.m. This certificate reflects her father as BISHARA SIRHAN-
JORDAN and her mother as MARY MISHER~-JORDAN. This certificate
reflects the cause of death as acute plastic crisis (anemia}
secondary to chronic myelocytic leukemia. The certificate
reflected that MENNELL was buried on March 23, 1965, at Forest
Lawn Cemetery and that WILLIAM T. STAHIMAN of the Lamb .Funeral
Home, Pasadena, California, was the embalmer.

922

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LA 56-156
WRW:gew

On July 2, 1967, he made a motion for reconsideration
of above order, which was denied by a Special Inquiry Officer
on September 7, 1967.

On March 27, 1968, the Board of Immigration Appeals
remanded his case to & Special Inquiry Officer to consider
jurisdiction of the sentencing court in entering a subsequent
order setting aside the finding of '"guilty" to above charges
and certifying captioned individual to the Juvenile Court.

As of June 5, 1968, the deOLSlon of the Special Inquiry
Officer on remand was pendlng

924
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Previous
Employment Pasadena Organic
1365 North Lake Avenue,
Pasadena, California (truck
deliveries)
Education Longfellow School, Pasadena,

California, 1957 to 1962;

John Muir High School,

Pasadena, California, 1964 to 1965,
did not graduate.

Mrs. WITHROW stated that MUNIR is known as "JOE" and
he has been a very good worker for her.

She stated that she recalls other employees discussing
the fact that MUNIR was watching television in the store lounge
while a film of the shooting of Senator ROBERT F., KENNEDY was
being shown. She stated that MUNIR jumped up and exclaimed
"My God ‘that looks like my brother." She stated that she has
ne knowledge of MUNIR's political beliefs, or any statements
which he might have made concerning politics.

926
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MUNIR SIRHAN attended Longfellow Elementary School
in Pasadena from January 1957 to June 1961, where he completed
his fourth, fifth and sixth grades in school. From September
1961, to December 10, 1963, MUNIR SIRHAN attended Eliot Junior
High School in Pasadena where he completed grades seven and
eight. From December 16, 1963, until April 27, 1964, SIRHAN
attended Washington Junior High School in Pasadena, where he was
enrolled in the ninth %rade. MUNIR left Washington Junior High
School on April 27, 1964, and transferred to Continuation High

School and the Pasadena School System has no further record on
SIRHAN since that date.

927
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These records reflect that as of June 7, 1268,

the following checks drawn on the account of SAIDALLAH SIRHAN
have been presented for payment:

Checlkk Number Date Payee Amount
211 5/2/€% 'ROBERT T. BURNS $60 00
212 5/19,/68 MIKE RYMM 8.00
215 - 5/20/€8 Cash 50 00
217 5/24 /€3 Cash 590.00
218 5/26/€3 First National Bank 12 77
of Viste .
Viste, California
219 5/29,/€8 RORBIRT T. BURNS €0 20
220 €/3/6S Cash 30.00

There is no account 2t this bank 4in the neme of
SHARIF SIRHAN, ADEL SIRHAN, MUNIR SIRHAN, BISHARA SIRHAN,
or SIRHAN SIRHAN.

The above information is £o be mads »public only
following the issuance of 2 subpoens duces tacum, which
subpoena should be directaed to Mr. STANIEY C. DYE, Operations
Officer, United California Bank, Pasadena Main Office,

505 Bast Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, Celifornis,

933
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PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT =~ VICTIM
SAIDALLAH BISHARA SIRHAN, BROTHER OF SIRHAN
‘BISHARA SIRHAN

On June 7, 1968, information was received from
the Pasadena Police Report that on June 6, 1968 SAIDALLAK
BISHARA SIRHAN made a report to that department claiming
to be the vietim of a 211 PC (Strong Arm Robbery). The
Pasadena Police Department case number on this matter is
566093. This report reflects that the incident occurred on
June 5, 1968 at approximately 11:30 p.m. and was reported
to the police department on June 6, 1968 at 12:50 a.m. The
incident occurred at 1659 North Lake Avenue, apartment 7,
Pasadena, California

The victim SAIDALLAH BISHARA SIRHAN advised that
he is the older brother of the suspect who allegedly shot
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY. The victim reported to the offiicers
that he had been contacted earlier in the evening by two
"Life" ma%azine reporters. These reporters were ROBERT B.
KAISER, 4ll4 Regents Court, Westlake Village, telephone
889-0429 and CA 9-1360 and HOWARD BINGHAM, 9570 Wilshire
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CR 3-1530 and 321-3344. The victim
indicated that these individuals were very polite and asked
the victim if he would give them a photograph which was
later taken in the reported robbery. The victim stated that
he advised the two reporters that he did not wish to have
his photograph taken or to give them a photograph. The two
reporters left his residence without any incident.

Further the victim added that at approximately
11:30 p.m. he heard someone Xicking at his front door. He
answered the door and just as he unlocked the screen, suspect
# 1 kicked the door open, hit the victim on the cheek with his
fist and then stated, "Damn-it, welre going to kill all you
Araps." The suspect then went into the living room, the victim
sat down on the sofa and told the suspect to calm down. The
suspect 3 1 stated "If you don't give this photograph to 'Life?,
welre going to take 4t from you." At this point suspect # 1
took the photograph from a small table which was in front of the

93k
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sofa. Suspect # 1 then exited the apartment by the front
door. Suspect # 2 did not enter the apartment and the

victim could only see the reflection of light off his glasses.
Victim dXd not see or hear any vehicle. _

The victim added that he could identify suspect # 1.
Suspect # 1 was identified as a male white, 35-U0 years,
611", 200 1bs., dark brown hair, dark grey sport coags, dark
blue pants. The only description victim could furnish
concerning suspect # 2 was that he was a male wearing glasses.

The only item taken was one photograph of the victim,
a black and white measuring 3/4" X 1".

935
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On February 6, 1964, a report from the Superior Court,
County of Los Angeles, declared the defendant not mentally ill.

On March 31, 1964, the case was called for hearing on
probation and for sentence. The court ordered that further
proceedings be suspended and defendant placed on probation for a
period of one year on the terms and conditions that:

X. Defendant to cooperate with the probation
officer in any plans for psychiatric,
psychological, or other treatment.

2. ‘Defendant to seek and maintaln residence
and employment as approved by the probation
officer.

3. Defendant not to further molest CAROL or
MARY BENNETT or to go in the vzcinxty of

‘their home.

L. Defendant to obey all laws, orders, rules,
and regulations of the cdurt and probation
department.

It was further ordered that defendant return to court on
July 16, 1264, with a report from a psychologist or a psychiatrist
and for a hearing on progress under supervision.

On July 23, 1964, the case was called for further
hearing on progress and it was ordered that probation be modified
in that defendant need not report to the probation department.

The matter was continued for further hearing on progress of
defendant in obtaining employment and psychiatric or psychological
counseling.

940
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This matter was called for further hearing on
October 27, 1964, at which time defendant was declared in
violation of probation and probation was revoked and he
was ordered to pay a fine of $150.00 or serve five days.

On November 23, 1964, this order was modified for
defendant to pay three separate installments of $50.00. On
various dates, hearings on this nmatter were held to revise
nmethods of payment.

On May 12, 1966, the court ordered that the finding
of guilty entered on March 4, 1964, be vacated and the matter
dismissed under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the Penal
Code of the State of California.

: In connection with this matter, the following
correspondence was contained in the file:

"Dale N Dunlop, PHD
Certified Psychologist
595 E. Colorado Blvd, Suite 310
Pasadena, Cal. 681-8362
Oct. 29, 1964

"Joseph Sprankles Jr., Judge
Pasadena Municipal Ct
Pasadena, Cal. Re: Sharif Sirhan

"Dear Judge Sprankle

"I have seen this young man for 4 hours professionally.
The content of his remarks for these hours has been essentially
the same whether his judgments have truth or fantasy, he has a
highly systematized feelinz of persecution. This is not
conducive to adoptive behavior in our society. He does not
comprehend this one bit. Because of his resistant behavior in these
hours, and because he has no visible means of support and since
he has not paid the previous psychotherapist he consulted,

941
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I ternminated his conferences with me. T did this on the
condition that he attend his probation hearing with you and
obtain funds with vhich to pay me before I c¢ould or would
see him again.

“Unless he comprehends his severe and acute need of
treatment, I see very little hope that he will becone a
productive menber of our socliety.

"Sincerely,

»

"S/ Dale Dunlop”

"Joseph A Sprankle, Jr. Judge
The Municipal Cour
200 North Garfield .Avenue
Pasadena 1, California

November 5, 1964

"U. S. Department of Immigration
510 South Vermont Avenue

Los Angeles, California

Dear Sirs

"I am informed that Sherif Sirhan is an alien who
nmay be seexking citizenship in the Uanited States.

He has been before me 2n a criminal matter, has failed
to comply with the terms of probation and I now believe him either
to be a uentally 111 person or criminally oriented. I think your

ol2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6
TA 56--156
WIH/alm

office should be informed of this matter and I am enclosing
a copy of a letter from Dr. Dunlap indicating that there is

'very little hope that he will become a productive member of
our society!.

"Very truly yours,

“s/ Joseph A. Sprankle, Jr., Judge"

ou3
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He indicated that he was unemployed and that he had
fled his former home because of armed Jewish occupation.

He listed the following persons who know him
personally:

Mr. TEWFIC ARANKI,
Engineer,
Jerusalem - Amman

HANNA- HADAWWAR
Carpenter,
Jerusalem

ABU-MASLOUCL ‘EL-BITUNI,
Bakery keeper,
N Jerusalen

NAZIM RAWWAS,
Merchant
Amman

FUAD ABU-ZEID,

Merchant

Anmman

‘He indicated that his profession was auditing and

accounting but his experience was in school only and stated
that he was unemployed.

945

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 ,
TA 56-156

SHARIP SIRHAN 4s currently employed as a mulit spindle
operator. The file contains no derogatory iAnformation, and
SHARIF has received four merit pay increases.

ok
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On June 5, 1968, SA KENNETH J. HASER, Washington
Tileld Office, advised that Mr. JAMES F. BROOKS, Special
Assistant to the Director, Passport Office, U. S. Depart-
ment of State (USDS), had made a thorough search of the
passport files concerning SIRHAN SIRHAN and his known
brothers with possible variations of spelling of their
surname in both the Passport Office and the Washington
National Records Center at Sultland, Maryland with nega-
tive results. BROOKS also teletyped the Los Angeles and
San Francisco Passport Offices to check on recent appli-
cations with negative results.

Special Agent SIDNEY T. TELFORD, Office of Security,
USDS, advised that a check had been made of the files of
the Office of Security, General Correspondence flles of USDS,
and Visa Office, USDS, but no identifiable record of
SAIDALLAH SIRHAN could be located. He further stated that
a check 1is continuing of the files of the Refugee Rellef
Program in retired files concerning SAIDALLAH SIRHAN.

USDS furnished coples of the Department of State
Status of Special Nonquota Visa Applicant concerning
SAIDALLAH SIRHAN dated December 21, 1959.

On the applicatim, 1t was noted that SIRHAN stated
that he was in school in 1948 and took refuge in the old
city of Jerusalem as a result of the Arab/Israeli conflict.
He stated he lost his home and belongings in Palestine and
was unable to continue hls studlies and had to leave school
to look for employment in order to earn his living. Due
to the latk of work in Jordan, he had been unable to find
a decent job. It was, therefore, his desire to join his
parents, sisters, and brothers, who immigrated to the
United States in 1956 under the Refugee Relief Act of 1953.

9h9
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