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Miss ONDINE VAUGHN, also known as Kathleen Vaughn,
Room 236, Sunset Marguis Hotel, 1200 Alta Loma Drive, Los Angeles,
California, actress and photographer, related the following:

She expects to be at the above address for two or
three weeks and may go to New York City, where she can be
reached at 170 West 73rd Street, Apartment 9-D, telephone
787-5087. She may remain in the Los Angeles area for a while
longer and if so she can be reached at 22548 Pacific Coast
Highway, Apartment 111, Malibu, California.

Miss VAUGHN, who had been doing some free lance
photography in New York and recently had a contract to do work
for the "New Yorker" magazine, had more recently been traveling
wilith the Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY campaign party. She was
present in the LEmbassy Room at the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles,
California, on the early morning of June 5, 1968. She did not
see the shooting or the immediate aftermath. She, at the time,
was in the press area overlooking the Embassy Room. She collected
a number of photographs of the party in the Embassy Room which
she sent to STEVE SHAPIRO in New York City, New York. He markets
photographs and can be contacted through Black Star, 450 Park
Avenue South, New York, New York.

The film still shots are in black and white. She
expected to have coples of the film in two or three weeks.
She will make the film available to the FBI if it is desired
to examine it.

Following examination of photographs of SIRHAN SIRHAN
and his brothers, Miss VAUGHN said she had no recollection of
having ever seen any of these persons at any time.
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Miss LISA LYNN URSO, 6405 Brasdford Street, San Diego,
advised thet in June of this yesr she wss & member of the group
at Crawford High School, Ssn Diego, -supporting Senstor ROBERT F,
KENNEDY's campsign for the presidency..On the evening of June 4,
1968, LISA and two of her girl friends, who were also working
in the KENNEDY Campsign, drove to L,os Angeles to follow the
results of the Primary Election vote st the Ambasssdor Hotel
where KENNEDY had his temporsry headquarters. Being hesd of .
the KENNEDY supporters &t Creswford High School LISA had & bsdge.
which admitted her to sress not accessible to her two friends.
By the time Senator KENNEDY ‘begen hls victory speech in the
ballroom of the Hotel, LISA was separsted from her friends.

She aid not again get together with her fiitends until hours sfter
the assassination. Her friends had no first hand knowledge
concerning the shooting. )

LISA ss8ld thst while KENNEDY was giving his victory

speech, she had left the Embassy Room, where he was spesaking, .

“and gone to the kitchen to get & drink of water. After getting
the drink, she walked in the kitchen to cool off. There were

- gbout fifteen or twenty people in the kitchen st this.tlme.
She was still in the kitchen when KENNEDY finlshed hls speech,
She stayed in the kltchen becsuse Bhe. thouglt he might go to the
press room in the hotel sfter his speech snd to go there he would
have to go through the hallway of the kitchen. When KENNEDY came
out of the Embassy Room andwas in the hall of the kitchen LISA -
noticed, out of the corner of her eye, thet & young man in front
of her was reaching scrpss his body with his right hsnd. She
subconsciously thought he was getiing ready to shske hends with
KENNEDY, but when he continued the motion she hsd the thought
that he was reaching for & gun. She then gaw him bring his arm
back out in front end up &and he took 8 slight step forward.
She is not certain thet she saw & gun in his hand but she hesrd
shotes and saw flames coming from the tip of his hand. She recalls
hesping.; three definite shots and then there was chaos. There
could have been more shots, the sound of which wss covered
by the outecries of the people in the room. She ssw Senstor
KENNEDY -grab the back of his heed with his right hsnd. People
closed in on the young man snd she lost sight of him, but knew
the people were holding him down on & table. She did not see
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the young man disarmed.

LISA sald thst she had not by this time seen
the young men's face but in standing behind him she said she
noticed his hair as black, thick and "real curley" Also he
was wearing a8 Jacket with a weave like denim. She does not
remember the color of the Jacket, but belleves 1t was blue or .
beige. It was not a sports coat. He was very close to LISA's
height; if anything he was slightly shorter. He had been .
Just forward of her left shoulder but the step he took just
before shooting broughthim in front of her.

After the shooting LISA went Into the press room and »

next saw the young man when he was belng taken out of the
building. She saw his face for the first time then: &s he
glared at the people in the press room., She 1s certsin thst
this was the same young man who had fired the shots.

" LISA said thst she does not believe anyone wss with

this young man and she did not see anyone with him nor does
- she recall him talking with anyone.,
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VIAZANKO stated that he did not hear any sounds which
would have sounded 1like gun shots to him,

After observing the white female with the ‘blood
gtains on her dress, he rushed passed her into the kitchen
arza and upon entering that area he observed that Senator
KENNEDY waes lylng wounded on the floor. He also observed other
individualswho were on the [loor and wip appeared to be wounded.

He had his camera with him at the time and was told
by someone in the room, who he assumed was a security man, bto
get out of the room and he did leave the room.

After he left the room he decided that he had better
get back in there to get some photographs, s0 he reentered the
room. The room where Senator KENNEDY was lying on the floor
was very crowded and all he could do was hold his camers above
his head and take pictures and hope that he was obtaining some
good pictures,

VIAZANKO sa2id that he was very busy attempting to
obtain photographs and he did not observe the people who were
subduing fthe person,who did the shooting nor did he observe
the gunman.

VIAZANKO was shown a photograph of SIRHAN BISHARA
SIRHAN and ne advised that prior to seeing SIRHAN's photograph
in the newspaper on June 5, 1368, he does not recall ever having
seen this individusl,

He stated that LARRY PFINDIEY was assigned as a2 sound
man to his camers crew but he doeg not know where FINDIEY
was at the approximate time of the shooting.
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STEVEN B, WAGNER, 12237 Califa Street, telephone number
769-1294, who was a volunteer worker for Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY
furnished the following information with respect to his knowledge
of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel on June 5, 1968:

At approximately 10:30 p.m. on June 4, 1968, he went
to the Ambassador Hotel and tried to gain entry to the Embassy
Room but the fire marshals had closed it. He also tried to
get into the Colonial Room: however, he could not gain access
to that room since he did not have the proper badge. He then
heard and saw the Senator speak on the television monitors which
were set up on the patio outside the Embassy Room. He was in
this area when the shooting occurred. He first realized that
something unusual had heppened when he heard screams and someone
say that the Senator was shot. He then saw a flood of people
exit the Embassy Room. Standing with him was TIFFANY JONAS.
They saw an injured person being carried out of the Embassy Ball-
room whom he thinks was TRWIN STROLL, and many people followed
immediately after him.

Also with him was another volunteer worker, VICKI
CUCCIA, 730 South Kingsley Drive, and she appeared very upset
over the shooting so he decided to walk her home, which is a
short distance from the hotel. When they were approximately
one and one-half blocks from the hotel on Normandy Avenue, he
observed a man in a white uniform similer to the uniforms worn
at the Ambassador Hotel climb into a blue and white Ford which was
parked on the east side of Normandy, facing north. He stated
there were two blue and white cars parked one behind the other
and that one was a 1957 Ford and the other was a 1967 or 1968
Ford. He does not recall which automobile this individual
drove off in. He cannot further describe this individual and
did not observe in which direction the car went after leaving
its parking space. '

7/9/68 Los Angeles, California Los Angeles 56-156
On at 5 File # .

SA WILLIAM L. BOURNUE and ~ 703 = |

SA DAVID H. COOK/DHC/alm 7/12/68
by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agéncy.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



¢ <

2
LA 56-156

After walking VICKI CUCCIA to her residence, he
returned to the Ambassador Hotel and looked for TIFFANY
JONAS, but he could not find her. He stated that he was
concerned about her since she also appeared very upset
over the shooting. He stayed at the hotel for approximately
an hour and then went to the Good Samaritan Hospital.
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MICHAEL LAURENCE WAYNE, residence address,
1420 South Hi-Point, Apartment 105, Los Angeles, California,
telephone WE 4-9851, was interviewed at his place of
employment, Pickw!ck Books, Hollywood Boulevard, Los
Angeles, telephone: HO 9-3191, He is employed there in the
Accounts Recelvab.e Department in the office.

He advised that he was an admirer of Presidential
aspirant ROBERT F, XENNEDY and has,-as a hobby, the collect idn
of various political buttons, banners, and other paraphernalia
and autographs. He stated he has done this for many vears
and has the autozraphs of President DWIGHT EISENHOWER and
current Vice President HUBERT HUMPHREY, among others.

On Mar- 20, 1963, he went to the Ambassador Hotel
to the KENNEDY jress rooms, and there was given,by a
KENNEDY aide, a PT 109 tie clasp. ILater on that same day,
he, by chance, met Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY on the stairway
in the lobby area of the hotel and introduced himself to nii.
They shook hands, and he asked KENNEDY if he would exchange
his, KENNEDY'!s, PT 109 tie clasp for the one that he, WAYNE,
had Jjust been given by the KENNEDY aide. They did exchange
tie clasps, and WAYNE left.

On the night of June 4, 1963, after he, WAYNE,
left work at Pickwick Books, he hitchhiked to the RAFFERTY
headquarters on Wilshire Boulevard, east of the Ambassador
Hotel and picked up various political pins there. He then
hitchhiked to KUCHEL!s headquarters on Wilshire Boulevard
west of Vermont, where he collected some political publicity
there. He then proceeded to the KENNEDY headquarters on
Wilshire Boulevard, in the Miracle Mile section of Los Angeles
across from the Broadway Department Store, however, left
shortly after arrival, because the headquarters was closing up.
He then hitchhiked to the MC CARTHY headgquarters on Westwood
Boulevard in Westwood, where he received further political
paraphenalia for his collection as well as the hard cover
book, "Limits of Power," written by MC CARTHY. He then

7/8/63 Los Angeles, California Los Angeles 56-156
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hitchhiked to the Beverly Hilton Hotel, where he went to

the seventh floor and into a CBS television room where

MC CARTHY was to appear. He saw MC CARTHY, who autographed
the aforementioned book, and shortly thereafter he left and
went to the hotel lobby. From there, he hitchhiked a ride
with two young caucasian men and a blonde Caucasian girl

to the Ambassador Hotel, These persons, whom he has never
seen before or since, drove a Sprite automobile. He cannot
recall the color. Shortly prior to their arrival at the
Ambassador they heard on the radio that the Dodger baseball
game had just ended and that DON DRYSDALE had pitched his
sixth straight shut out. Upon arrival at the Ambassador,
they drove through the Ambassador driveway from Wilshire
Boulevard to west Eighth Street, pausing to look to their
left into the parking lot to the rear of the hotel. They
observed it was full, and the driver continued to West
Eighth Street, where he turned right and attempted to enter
a parking lot on the northwest corner of West Eighth and the
next north-south street west of the hotel. The policeman
there notified them that that lot was a private lot but that
one could park on the street in the red zone, He, WAYNE,
left the car before it was parked and never did see the
persons in the Sprite again. He eventually went to the

main doors leading into the press room just down the hall
toward the lobby from the Embassy Room but was refused
entrance thereto - by a guard. He then walked from that
entrance to the press. room toward the Embassy Room and
turned right and through the two double doors which lead
into the kitchen corridor, where KENNEDY was eventually shot.
From this kitchen corridor, he entered the aforementioned
press room via the side door. In the press room he was given ,
by someone there, a blue and white rectangular badge which
had printed thereon, "KENNEDY Election Night Press," and
shortly thereafter, a woman gave him a green badge that had
printed thereon, "KENNEDY for President," and in smaller
letters below that, "Press.” He clipped the two badges
together with his tie clasp. He remained in the press room
about ten minutes, however, did not see anyone there that he
knew. He then left and went to the main lobby area, where
he saw an oriental girl with a number of KENNEDY posters. He
asked her for some, and she gave him two. He then proceeded
to the RAFFERTY headgquarters in a room off the main lobby
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and picked up several RAFFERTY buttons for his collection.
He went to the fifth floor of the hotel, where
he went into an open room which had a bar set up therein.
He drank a scotch and soda, which was free, and he stated
the room was rather crowded, however, not packed. He
recognized LES GOTMAN in the room, and they exchanged
greetings. He characterized GOTMAN as the youth coordinator
of the KENNEDY campaign and one who had maintained a desk
immediately to the right and in the corner as one would
enter the KENNEDY headquarters located on Wilshire Boulevard.
He also saw a KENNEDY staff member, whose name he does not
know, and they discussed the PT 109 tie clasp that WAYNE
had gotten from KENNEDY on the staircase. WAYNE explained
that he wanted to keep that tie clasp given him by KENNEDY,
and he asked the staff member if he could have another.
The staff member took the one he was wearing and gave it to
WAYNE, He, WAYNE, also observed, on the fifth floor,a 13 or
14 year old boy he had seen in the press room. Mr. KENNEDY
then emerged from his room on the fifth floor, along with the
rest of his party and proceeded toward the elevator, He,
WAYNE, recognized ROSIE GRIER, and he asked Mr. KENNEDY if
he would autograph the poster that he had. XENNEDY said he
would later, and he and his party entered one elevator while
WAYNE and members of the press entered the other. They
alighted from the elevator in the kitchen of the hotel and
all proceeded toward the corridor where KENNEDY was eventually
shot. In the corridor, WAYNE caught up to KENNEDY and
presented the poster, which was autographed by KENNEDY
(There is a photograph of KENNEDY autographing the poster
on Page 76 of the special edition of Life magazine captioned,
"The Kennedys.") After signing the poster, KENNEDY and his
party entered the Embassy Room from the aforementioned
corridor, and he, WAYNE, remained in the corridor until
asked to leave by a woman wearing the red, white and blue
colors of the KENNEDY National Press Corps, He left via
the double doors at the end of the corridor next to the
press room, however, as soon as he saw the woman from the
National Press leave he re~entered the corridor. He does
not recall seeing SIRHAN SIRHAN in the corridor. Shortly
thereafter he departed again via the same double doors and
went into the Embassy Room where he heard KENNEDY finishing
his speech., Just prior to the end of the speech, he, WAYNE,
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went through the same double doors again and into the kitchen
corridor near the press room. He did not see KENNEDY again.
He did observe, however, a group, which he knew was the
KENNEDY party, walking toward him from the far end of the
kitchen corridor. He remembers hearing some noises that

were not loud at about that time., He remembers hearing a

few noises and then shortly thereafter a number more., It

did not dawn on him at the time what was happening, He did
not see KENNEDY get shot or fall to the floor, He heard
voices shouting, "Oh, my God, he's been shot," and other

such cries, and then remembers seeing ROSIE GRIER and others
on top of a man on the chrome table to his front and left.
The man was swarthy in complexion, and he stated he was the
same man whom he has seen photographs of ildentified as SIRHAN.
He was very shocked and immediately ran into the press room
via the side door and picked up the phone and tried to dial
the operator, however, could not get the dial tone or anything
else, He tried it on several phones with the same results.
He then ran into the hallway in the front of the Embassy

Room and was asked by persons there what had happened. He
advised he could not say and continued to run, seeking a phone,
into the Gold Room, where he asked a busboy where a phone was.
The busboy did not know, and he ran out of the room and up to
a Negro Security Guard, and he asked him where a phone was,
The guard wanted to know why he wanted to phone, and he
replied that KENNEDY had just been shot, and he wanted to
summon aid. The guard appeared to WAYNE not to believe what
he had heard, and he handcuffed WAYNE and took him to some
security office in the hotel., WAYNE, at this point, was

very emotional and crying. The Security Guard advised him

of his legal rights, and he remained in the security office
about an hour, however, was allowed to get a drink of water
and call his mother and girl friend. He was then escorbted

by two plainclothesmen from the hotel into the Gold Room,
where other witnesses were, He was released and went into
the next room, where the NBC television was, and ate some
rolls, drank cokes, etc. He was then taken to the Rampart
Station, Los Angeles Police Department in a police wvehicle
with many other witnesses and remained there from about

1:00 a.m, to 6:00 a.m., June 5, 1963. After giving his story
as a witness to the police, he was driven home by them in the
Los Angeles Police Department van.

He gave no indication whatever that he was displeased
with the fact that he had been detained at the hotel.
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He furnished the following physical description -

of himself:

Sex
Race
Born

Height

Weight

California Drlver*s
License

Hair

Eyes

Prior Arrests
Education

-

Male

Caucasian .

May 19, 1947
Manchester, England
(Now a nsturallaed

- American citizen)

5’91!
134 pounds

R961514

Brown

Wears glasses,

occasionally contact lenses.
None

Attends Los Angeles

Clty College, majoring

in Political Science and
Pre-~Law

409 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- . . - —_—

£D-302; {Rev. 4-15-64) '

Date. 7/9/68

Mrs. MARY WHAIEN, 1346 Midiand Avenue,
Bronxville, New York, stated that durng the evening
of June 4-5, 1968, she wasin the Ambassader Hotel,
Los Angeles, Califoinia, when Senavor ROBERT F., KENNEDY
made hs victory speech. Standing near Mrs. WHALEN during
the sveech and shooting was an unknown madic. He acted
peculiar in that he held a small leather-covered cbject
neay his face., Mrs. WHALEN belisves that The object,
which was alut thzes inches by five inches in dimensions,
was either a transistor radio or a small transmitter.

After th= shooting, the unknown male approach~Ad
Mrs. WHALEN and her fricnd, Mrs. FELICTA MESSURI, wife
of National Broadcasting Corporation (¥BC) DProducer-Director
ANTHONY ME3SURI, and said: 'You've seen me here all evehing,
haven't you-? Remember, you have seen mé here., Don't
forget." At this roint the unknown male, who was alone,
disappeared and was uaot seéen again. :

- : Mrs. WHALEN described theé tUnknown male as follows:

Race White
Age ‘ 45 o 50
Height 6! '
. Weight ‘ ' 196 to 200 pounds
Hair Dark Brown or Black
Complexion . Swarvhy
Peculiarity "wild-eyed" expression
Dress : . Maroon sports jacket and

dark knit sports shirt:

Mrs. WHALEN feels certain that she could identliy
the unkncwn male if she should ever see him again.

Mrs. WHALEN said she first observed The unknown
male while she was golng through the crowd to get Mrs,
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BARRY STODDARD, whose husband is also empleoyed at NBC,
Rockefelier Center, New York, New Y7irk. Mrs. STODDARD,
who is presently in the hospital for an eye operation.
probably also saw the unknown male,

i
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FAY WHITE, 4149 Don Jose Drive, Los Angeles, telephone
number 295-4780, advised that she was a volunteer worker for
Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY and she furnished the following
information with respect to her knowledge of the events of
June 4, 1968, and June 5, 1968, at the Ambassador Hotel, where
Senator KENNEDY was shot:

She arrived at the hotel at approximately 10:00 p.m.,
June 4, 1968, and tried to enter the Embassy Room but was
denied entry to this room due to the large crowd in the room.
She stated that she wore her KENNEDY staff badge which should
have authorized her into this room but she was told that
the fire marshals had restricted additional entry into the room.
She then went to the lower ballroom and entered the Embassy
Room from the fire escape which ran to the west side of the
Embassy Room. She remained on the west side of the room and
heard Senator KENNEDY's speech from there.

She did not hear any unusual sounds after the Senator
left the podium to his rear and she did not know that anything
of an unusual nature had occurred until she heard a woman
scream. She then recalls hearing Senator KENNEDY's brother in-law
STEPHEN SMITH ask everyone to clear the room and that is when
she left the ballroom.

She was shown a photograph of SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN
and she advised that she did not see this individual in the
Ambassador Hotel at any time and she can furnish no further
information with respect to the shooting.

On 7/9/68 .. Los Angeles, Californiap;. s  Los Angeles 56-156
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Mr. LILOYD B. WILKINS, residing at 710 West Bennett
Street, Compton, and employed as a teacher at the Grate
Elementary School, 112th and Wilmington Boulevard, Compton,
California, was advised of the nature of the inquiry and
advised as follows:

On the evening of June &4, 1968, at approximately
10:00 p.m., he, JACK WINTERS and WINTERS! brother-in-law
whose name he cannot recall, went to the Ambassador Hotel,
Los Angeles, California, to attend the victory celebration
for Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY. He said they went to the
Embassy Room but could not get in as they did not have passes
so they proceeded to the Ambassador Ballroom where they
watched the proceedings on television.

He said he did not hear any shots or loud noise
and first became aware that KENNZEDY was shot when someone came
into the room and said to change channels as KENNEDY had been
shot. He recalled they switched to channel 2 and observed
the scene of the shooting. He said they remained in the
Ambassador Ballroom for the remainder of the evening and did
not go to the area of the shooting. He said he had seen
numerous pictures of SIRHAN SIRHAN in both the newspapers
and television but does not recall seeing this individual
at any time prior to the shooting or afterwards. He was
unable to furnish any additional information.

6/13/68 Los Angeles, California Los Angeles 56-156
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. .JOHNMY ILORENZO WILLIAMS, also known as John Williams,
4335 Don Diablo Drive, Baldwin Hills, California, phone’
AX 4-2843, advised that he is a Negro free-lance announcer and
owner of a wig shop called the Black Foxe, Ltd., 1603 South La
Brea Avenue, Los Angeles, California. He furnished the following
information with respect to his knowledge of the-events of :

June 4 and 5, 1968 at the Ambassador Hotel where Senstor ROBERT F.
KENNEDY was shot. ) '

On June 4, 1968, at approximately 10:00 P.M. he went
to the Ambassador Hotel to participate in a rally for Senator
.KENNEDY since he, WILLIAMS, is a member of an organization called
"New Images", which he described as a Negro organization formerly
dedicated to the support of Senator KENNEDY for the Democratic
- Presidential nomination. At approximately midnight he heard the
Senator speak in the Embassy Room. Following the speech, he
observed that Senator KENNEDY was pressed by the large crowd as
he started to turn to his, KENNEDY's, right. The Senator then
turned to his left and proceeded behind the curtains at the rear
of the stage. A few minutes later he heard some rapid sounds which
sounded like balloons popping but which he later learned were
gun shots. He then observed a female Caucasian, who he later
learned was ELIZABETH EVANS, proceed from the direction of the

kitchen area of the ballroom with some blood on the side of her
head. ’ - '

He stated that he was approximately in the center of %The
ballroom when the shooting occurred and did not get any closer
to the scene dve to the large number of people there. He did not
see anyone in a polka dot dress nor can he recall seeing STRHAN
BISHARA SIRHAN while at the hotel at any time. He advised that
BOOKER GRIFFEN, President of the “New Images” and publicity
director for the Negro Industrial Economic Union was on the .
platform with Senator KENNEDY during the Senator's speech. He
also stated that GEORGE GREEN, Vice President of "New Images"™ '
was also in the ballroom. He further recalls seeing WILLARD MURRAY,
Mayor YORTY's assistant in charge -of liaison with the Los Angeles
Negro community, in the ballroom. .

on 6/24/68 at Los Angeles, California File #
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Mr. EARL C, WILLIMAN, 3412 Helms Avenue, Culver City,
California, employed as Assistant Chief Set Electrician,
Desilu Studios, and currently Vice President, Studio Electrical
Techniclans, Local 728, International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees and Motion Picture Machine Operators of the
United States and Canada (IATSE), 1067 North Fairfax Avenue,
Los Angeles, California advised as follows: ‘

Representatives of Local 728 attended a breakfast
meeting with Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY at the Ambassador Hotel
on June 1, 1968. WILLIMAN subsequently prepared a letter
advising the Senator that the union would support him in
seeking the Democratic nomination. WILLIMAN completed the letter
on the evening of June 4, 1968, and left his home t5 mail the
letter. En route to the post office, he decided to continue
to the Ambassador Hotel and deliver the letter to the Senator
or to one of his gssociates. WILLIMAN arrived at the hotel
sometime after 10:30 PM, and proceeded to the press room. In
the press room, he met the actor, MILTON BERLE, with whom he
is acquainted, and gave the letter to BERLE for delivery to
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY. WILLIMAN then decided to remain at
the hotel to witness the activity there. He primarily located
himself in an ante room directly behind the speaker's rostrum
of the Embassy Room. Senator ROBERT KENNEDY passed by WILLIMAN
to arrive at the rostrum and passed directly by him as he
departed the rostrum.

WILLIMAN further described this area by saying
that an ABC monitoring television set was located in the area
and two men from ABC were near the monitor who apparently had
something to do with the news coverage of the event. A third
man was also in the area who was apparently of Latin-American
extraction in that he had dark skin and black, bushy hair.
This man was Well-dressed and wore a polka dot necktie. He
was about 50 years of age and was about 6 feet tall. He was
stocky, and had a fat round face, This man sat in a chair
in this area during the time WILLIMAN observed him.

WILLIMAN noted that two women also were in this area.

6/23/68 Culver City, California Los Angeles 56-156
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Both women were white. One was rather young, was fairly
attractive and had light hair, She wore a beige dress. This
girl seemed interested in WILLIMAN, asked what he was doing
in the room and wrote his name down. The other was about

30 -~ 32 years of age, had dark hair, and wore a short black
dress, Subsequent to the shooting, WILLIMAN observed that
this second woman was interviewed on one of the television
networks.

WILLIMAN did not learn the names of the above-
mentioned individuals, and he could furnish no additional
descriptive information concerning them.

Upon completion of his speech, Senator KENNEDY
departed the rostrum and came into the area occupied by
WILLIMAN, KENNEDY was accompanied by a large group of peodple
who swept through this area and into the corridor beyond.
WILLIMAN stayed back and watched KENNEDY and the group pass
by. WILLIMAN then recalls hearing two shots, and he rushed
into the corridor to see what was happening. He noted that
a man was on the floor, and then observed an individual with
a gun was struggling with ROOSEVELT GRIER and some other
people. This individual still had the gun in his hand and
GRIER and the others were attempting to obtain possession
of the gun. WILLIMAN assisted in the struggle. While
struggling with the assailant, WILLIMAN noted that Senator
ROBERT F, KENNEDY was also on the floor of the corridor.

In the course of the struggle, WILLIMAN observed that
the assailant's arm and hand was being bent over a table or
ledge which ran along the side of the corridor. WILLIMAN
climbed upon the table or ledge and attempted to kick the gun
from the assailant's hand, WILLIMAN noted that RAFER JOHNSON
came to assist in controlling the assailant., After the assailant
was controlled, JESS UNRUH attempted to control some of the
crowd and keep the crowd away from the area.

- 416 -
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WILLIMAN noted that a hotel bus boy alsd was in.
the group attempting to subdue the assailant, and WILLIMAN
asked that he obtain a rope or cord to restrain the assailant.
This employee obtained an electric light cord or something
similar, but either ROOSEVELT GRIER or RAFER JOHNSON said they
should not tie up the assailant but should hold him physically
for the police. WILLIMAN then assisted in holding the
assailant until the police arrived and took custody of him..:

WILLIMAN said he did not get a good 1look at the
assailant and mostly observed only the back of the assailant's
head in the struggle and in holding him. WILLIMAN said,
however, he could identify the assailant as being identical
with SIRHAN SIRHAN from photographs which appeared in various
news media following the assault.

WILLIMAN saild he did not see STRHAN prior to the
shooting and did not witness the actual shooting. Following
the shooting, WILLIMAN went to the Rampart Division of the.

Los Angeles Police Department where he related hls observations
in a taped interview.

WILLIMAN sald SIRHAN put up a super human struggle
to maintain possession of the gun and to esgape from the grasp
of his restrainers. WILLIMAN said that although he did not
observe SIRHAN's face and expression, he received the impression
that SIRHAN was not mentally berserk and apparently was 1n :
possession of his faculties.

WILLIMAN additionally noted that in_ the event somedone
describes him as being involved in the struggle, that he is
52 years of age, “'R%” tall, 162 pounds, brown-greying hair,
with brown horn-rimmed glasses. WILLIMAN said he was wearing

- a maroon sport coat, black slacks, white shirt, dark tie, and

cordovan shoes,

- h17 -
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i

Mr. WARREN G, WILSON, 1966 Barnett Way, Los Angeles,
California, empioyed as news broadcaster, Radio Station KFWB,
6419 Hollywood 3oalevard, Los Angeles, advised as follows:

He was assigned as part of a three-man team by KFWB
to cover the activities at the Ambassador Hotel on the evening
of June 4, 196€. He did not witness the shooting and did not
see SIRHAN. Th= other members of the KFWB news team were
JOHN MARSHALL, announcer, and LOUIS GOLDOWITZ, engineer.

WILSON said KEWB had signed-off the air following
the completion of Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY's speech. WILSON
saild he was just behind the Senator during the speech and then
returned to his news desk. When the activity behind the rostrum
was noted, he attempted to get into that area but was kept out
by security guards and also by the mass of people in the area
which physically precludedhis passage.

WILSON could furnish hno pertinent information con-
cerning this matter.

Oon__ 71/2/68 4  Los Angeles, California pie s LoOs Angeles 56-156
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On June 19, 1968, JIM WILSON, 14527 Barkwood Drive,
Rockville, Marylard, vas 1nterv;ewed and furnished the chLowing
information:

WILSON stated he is a photographer and at the time of
assassination was under contract for CBS, He was with Senator
ROBERT KENNEDY in Oregon and California, cavrying out his
assignment with other members of his team. The other two members
were JOHN W, LEWIS and BOB FUNK, ;

WILSON sald, prior to the Senator’s speech in Embassy
Room of the Ambassador Hotel, he had met with the Senator and
BILL BARKY to discuss coverage of the speech, He asked pevmission
of the two to let him precede them into the Embassy Room for
filming purposes., Permisslon was granted and they left the
Senator's room to ride the elevator downstairs, He missed the
first elevator but got onto the second one, This elevator did
not work so he ran down five f£flighis of staivs and arrived in
the Embassy Room before the Senatora He filmed the party entering
the room and up to the stage, During the speech he stood on a chair
on the stage and filmed the speech, After the speech was completed
he filmed the Semnator until he reached the curtains at back of
stage then followed him, WILSON said the means of exit was of
no surprise to him, He had no difficulty with the crowd at this
time and followed the Senator and his party dowm the corridor,

Near the swinging doors in corridor he heard the fivst shot but
did not realize what it was, At the sound of the second shot
BILL LEWIS said, "They are shooting.” He sald he did not recall
seeing BILL BARRY or ETHEL KENN&EY at this time, WILSON stated
there were approximately fifteen rows of people between the
Senator and his crew when the shooting started but they moved
over to the wall leaving an open aisle from him to the Senator
who was on the floor, He moved forward filming to within five
feet of the Senator!s head and dropped to his knees, WILSON said

419 _
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he had approximately one hundred feet of £ilm or three minutes
left on his magazine and he used this, ETHEL KENNEDY came up ¢
to the Senator's side at this time screaming for people to

move back, WILSON said he also started shoving and yelling

for the people to move,

BILL LEWIS fought his way through the crowd to the
Colonial Room, this location is correct to the best of his
knowledge, for a fresh magazine of film, On returning, WILSON
said he reloaded the camera but was so upset he could not
continue his assignment, A frlend, JERRY SIMS, Life Magazine,
New York Clty, asked if he could he?p and WILSON gave him the
camera to continue the filming.

WILSON sald he and another person moved two laundry
carts in front of the corridor which led to the elevator to

- bleck this entrance off, A few minutes later two Los Angeles-

policemen entered through this corridor and WILSON had to move
the carts to allow them to enter, The only others who left or
entered by this corridor were the ambulance attendants and then
Senator ROBERT RENNEDY was removed on stretcher through the
same corridor,

WILSON stated he stayed in the corridor approximately
ten to fifteen minutes following the removal of Senator KENNEDY
then went into the Ballroom and talked to WALTER DOMBROW of CBS,
He was with him a short time and then went to his room at the
Ambassador Hotel.

WILSON said that his crew was the only crew with
Senator KENNEDY at time of shooting., The other newsmen that he
could recall were BILL EPPRIDGE, Life Magazine, New York, and
HENRY KOXOJAN, NBC, Washington, D, C., that were in the corridor
during the shooting., He, at no time, saw SIRHAN either before,
during or after the shooting. He said he could not recall
seeing SIRHAN in Oregon but if he had i1t would not have registered.
He said he could not recall seeing "'the girl in the polka dot
dress.® : \

+20
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‘ WILSON stated he had bheard and read, following the
agsassination, that Senator KENNEDY was heading to the Colonial
Room to talk to the ''pencil press' but to the best of his
knowledge, the only thing in the room was equipment of the
newsmen, He knew of no changes in plans or changes in departure
route of Senator KENNEDY,

421
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Mr. JACK WINTERS, residing at 1322 Atlantic Drive,
Compton, California, and employed as a security salesman
for Investors Diversified Services, 4220 Iong Beach Boulevard,
Compton, was contacted at his residence at which time he
was advised of the nature of the inquiry by SA WILLIAM D.
HOSKINS. He advised as follows:

On the night of June 4, 1968, he, LLOYD B. WILKINS,
and ENNIS WHALEY, went to the Ambassador Hotel, Ios Angeles,
arriving around 10:00 p.m., to attend the Senator ROBERT F.
KENNEDY victory celebration. He said his group went directly
to the Embassy Room where the victory speech was scheduled
but were unable to get in as the hotel security guards would
not admit anyone without a "press pass’. He said they proceeded
directly to the Ambassador Ballroom where they remained for
the entire evening watching the proceeding on television
monitors.

He recalled his first knowledge of KENNEDY being
shot was when someone came into the room and said to switch
the monitor to channel 2 as KENNEDY had been shot. He said
he remained in the Ambassador Ballroom as there were so many
excited people running around he felt it was wiser to remain
where he was rather than try to go to the scene of the shooting.

He said he had seen numerous pictures of SIRHAN
SIRHAN in the papers and on television but does not recall
seeing him during his stay at the Ambassador Hotel.

He saild he was unable to furnish any additional
information.

6/20/68 o  Compton, California Ios Angeles 56-156
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Date___June 28, 1968

) : JULES J, WITCOVER, 2505 Fewlers ILane, Reston,
Virginia, telephone number: 471-1539, advised he is
employed as the Senior Correspondent by Newhouse National
News Service, Washington, D. C, He reliated he followed the
ROBERT P, KENNEDY campaign both in Oregon and California.
WITCOVER related he was at the Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles, California on the night of June 4 - 5, 1968, when
ROBERT ¥, KENNEDY was assassinated.

: /
YWITCOVER informed that he had congratulated

him on his victory when he came into the area of the

hotel where he was located and had fcllowed KENNEDY to the

platform in the Embassy Room of the hotel., When KENNEDY

finished speaking,he passed through the corridor the same

way that KENNEDY had come into the Embassy Room. FRED DUTTON

or- RICHARD GRAHAM, aides to KENNEDY, had advised him that

a press conference was to be held immediately afiter in the

Colonial Room and thus  he presumed that KENNEDY would be

going to the Colonial Room via the kitchen, through which

he had come to enter the IEmbassy Room, WITCOVER stated

that access to the Colonial Room and the Xmbassy Room

could be gotten by going through the kitchen, WITCOVER

stated that when XKENNEDY left the platform in the Embassy

Room he was approximately thirty feet ahead of KENNEDY going

doun the corridoz which was ten to twelve feet wide and he

noted that two women were sitting in this corridor. They

were sibting in chairs on the right side, He beliesved these

women were with the KENNEDY party and possibly wives of some

of the aides and he based this upon the fact that they werxre
very casvally dressed and definitely not actively working

for the KENNEDY campalgn as they were not visibly excited

at the particular time. WITCOVER stated he then came to a

passage way aboubt six feet wide, AT no time did he see

anyone other than these two women in the corridor. He stated

he had almost reached the doors into the kitchen when he

heard a shot. He Tirst was unimpressed and thought it was

a firecracker and then he heard rapid fiwving, at least four

cr five shots. He informed he could not be positive that there

LR
13 (
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were four or five shots, or mowve., He informed that there vas

a definite pause between the Iirst shot and the subseguent .
shots., UWITCOVER stated that he turned arcund and first noted
%OOSLV“IP GRIZR and others whowm he did not immediately
identify. de advised he did not notice the suspect imﬂedzauelj
as "beve vas alot of pushing in one area, He did notice

an ind¢vrovgl h*th his nhand in the air and there was a gun

in *

.

in which hand the gun was but he belisved it was in the right
hand, ) . : .

this ﬂﬂﬂd. He advised he is not certain.at this time
i

U[TCOVER informed that he did not see XKEENEDY on
the floor immediately as there were three cor four people
around him, He stated thers was no crowd at that particular
time, He advised that he noticed blcod on KENNEDY's head
ynd hig nono and that his mouth and eyes were open, He

thought that KENNEDY had been shot in the head and stomach
inasmuch as the hand on his stomach had blood on it, He
noticed that KENNEDY at this noint was still alive. -

WITCOVER informed that he then bturnsd ardund and
noted a scuffle A continuving with the susovcct and now
ROOSEVELT GRIER £nd RAFER JOHNSON and others w:?e holding
the suspect, Present-at this point were yells,' Get the
gun, Xill him, don't kill him ," and the scene was complete
pandemoniumnm, - :

hat there were nc po
n minutes and it wa is i u”ht
tely fJVC minutes to gel the gun from

imately

=t

e Lniul med

- EP
7 SRCCSEUEQ

1y s
Srom KEMNEDY.

ted thal vhotographess were all around

KENNEDY at this timé taking phiotographs and finally the

wides came and push:d the photographexrs’ .out of the way,
e .
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however, the photographers continued to take photographs..
Mrs, ROj”I‘ B, KEMNZDY came several mlinutes later, knelt

down beside her huspand and said something to him or was
praying. She finalily got up and asked ¢ the photographers |,
to leave and then knelt back down by her husband, Shortly
thereaiter, a security oolice came, took his gun out and
then WILLIAM BARRY, an aide to the KENMNEDY campal*“ told
this man to put his gun avwzy. This man then went to the
area whcre the suspect weg inally, about one half dozén
Los Anzeles police officers came into the area and relieved
GRIER of the suspect and took him away.- Shoritly thereafter,
an attendant came, placed KENNEDY on a stretchewr, and he
was taken out of Lhc arca and put into an ambu*alcc _
NILLIAM BARRY and Mrs., KENHEDY accompanied KENMEDY in

the ambulance,

iter KENNEDY was taken

WITCOVER informed that & L
out, he stood in the room, observed the roow, and went
to the press room to write his story. .

Wnc Ov R stated that at cne time he noted ths
thcy ad meved the suspect down to the end cof 'the table,
and heard the sus pect say, " My leg. wy leg. "

un as beingasnubnose revolver,

o

He described the

VITCOVER stated that he .dicd noi see anyone else
on the floor |ni‘La113, hovever, all a fORELOn_Wao focused
on XKENWEDY, but then noticed another individual on the
fioor who vas viearing a press badge. He lazter foand out
that this person was PAUL SCHSADE.

WIPCOVER stated in reconstructing the maitter that
when he left the platformm he had a clear pass age” wa g before
hims elthough there were two women sitting in chairs on the-

“right side oi the corrider and when he tur ncd'arobrd e als
"had a clear passage vack to the groud of individuals., He
stated he believed he was immediatel y ahcada of KENNEDY when
procaedihg . through the coryidor. le stated thc he was
concernsd with getting to the Colonial Roowm waich was to be
vsed Ior the press conference inasmuch as he was intercsted
in getcing the vest possible story. -

-
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WITCOVER stated that another reporter,; ROBE RT‘
HEALY, The Bostcn Globe political editor, wrote a story
stating nhe was coming through the door at the time of the
shooting. however, WITCOVER informed that he has. no
cecollectlion of HIEALY being in that position,.

WITCOVER stated thatotners that were in the
area as he recalls were RICHARD TUCK, a KENNEDY -advance .

man; RICHARD DRAYNE, & KEMNNIDY press wman actuvally Senator -
EDﬁARD KSNHEDV‘S press. man; H’GH McDOHALDR another KENNEDY -
press man; PAUL HOPE, a reporter for the Washington Star;

JIHMY ¥ ‘“SLEN for the New York Post; VIRGINI& GOIL of FiaLr

Magazine; and WARRSH ROJGERS, The tWashingtn editor of ILook
wzine., Alsce noted was JESSE UNRUH, a dsmocr

WJ¢VOVFR.utath that when he noticed the susvect
he recalls thinkinz he was a member oi the kitchen s
He recalled thls man was short of stature. with dark

‘ r glex;on,
dark eyes and hain and was wearing a ‘blue denim shlrt an

tan pants.
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"KRISTI WITKER, 116 East 91st Street, advised
that she 5 an Associate Editor, American Heritage
Publishing Company, 551 ®ifth Avenue, New York City. KRISTI
WITKER stated that she has been assigned to cover Senator
ROBERT KENNEDY's campaign durhg different periods of time.
She said that she.covered te campaigns of Senator KENNEDY
during the pPennsylvania, Indiana, West Virginia and
california campaigns. )

WITKER related that she was assigned to cover
the California campaign of Senaltor KENNEDY from May 29,
1968 through June 6, 1968. She said at no time pan she
recall ever seeing SIRHAN SIRHAN on this towur.

WITKER said that on the evening of June 4, 1968,
she was in Senator KENNEDY's Fifth Floor Suite from
approximately 4:00 pm $1l 7:30 pm. She said that she went
down to the Ambassador Room from a@pproximately T:30 pm till
8:30 pm. WITKER said this was to observe what was going
on and to see what she would have to put up with at a later
time. She said that she returned to the fifth floor suite
of KENNEDY and remalned : there unbtil 11:45 pm. WITKER
sald that at 11:45 pm Senator KENNEDY and his aides departed
from the fifth floor suite to go to the Ambassador Room '
to make his victory speech. She said it was mo crowded
and there was no much confusion on the ®ifth Floor that
she and VIRGINIA GUY,of Frlare Magazine, did not attempt
to get on the ekvator and used the stairs. WITKER said
that she and GUY entered the Ambassador Room through the
main entrance after being checked by the pdice. WITKER
said that she arrived near the lectern at the same time
Senator KENNEDY and his aides awvrived by the way of the )
side entrance and/or the entrance near the kitchen. o

WITKER said that after Senabor KENNEDY completed
his victory speech it appeared that he was going to depart . -
from the Ambassador Room to goé to the Colonial Room but he

conversed with RTTLI, RARRY and .then left through the gide

het

at

by:
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entrance, the same entrance through which they had
entered. She said that the crowd was pushing as Senator
KENNEDY was departing the Ambassador Reom Through the
_8ide e?trance

/ Soon after the crowd entered the passageway
out81de of the Ambassador Room tThe shooting incident took
place. She said that she was approximately six to eight
feet away from Senator KENNEDY when he was shot but did

not see SIRHAN SIRHAN shoot anyone. WITKER said that

PAUL SCHRADE fell in front a little to her left after he

was shot. She said that she did see a number of individuals
restrain SIRHAN SIRHAN immediately after the shots were
fired. i
WITKER said that the security was relaxed when
she went To the Ambassador Room and the Colonial Room
between 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm as anyone could enber and
leave both rooms without being challenged. She further .
stated that she was unaware of any plans being changed by
Senator KENNEDY regarding making his victory speech prior
to talking %o the press,

A WITKER said that the individual who would know

of all plans regarding Senator KENNEDY's itinerary would be

a close associate and personal friend of the KENNEDYs, HAYES
GOREY, with the New York Times Washington Bureau. She

said that GOREY had in the past .informed her and other members
of the press what they could expect Gring Senabor KENNEDY's
campaign,
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.

SYIVIA VIRIGHT was interviewed in Reoom 3003,
Time and Idife Pullding, Rockelfeller Cenber, New Yoyl
New York. She stated that she is employed as g wylter
for "Life Memazine” and that she resildes at 42=10 Colden
Street, Flushing, Queens.

WRIGHT statved thai she trovelled entinuvously as
8 writer for "Life Magazine” with Senator ROEERT RENNEDY during
his campaign to .seek the Democratic Party Presidential
nomination {rom March 14, 368 through June 5, 1968, other
than two weekends and four othey days. ©She was acting as a
wrlter on Junch=5, 1868, in Los Angeles, Callfornia. Shse
stated that during the entiwve period of Senator KERNNEDY's
campalign, she never observed SIRHAN SIRHAN,

WRIGHT stated that Senator IENNELY aluways sphbke
t0o the press after he had made hils gpeec hes % his supporbers
and voluntesrs of his campaign. She said that she did nob

know of any planned roube Senator KENNZDY was o make fyom

the Ambassador Room o fthe Colonial Room or visa versa, She
gald that 1t was gepnerally known that Ssunator KENNEDY in the
spur of a moment, would chanpe the roube cleaved or suggested
by members of his staff, WRIGHT stated that Senator ECNHEDY
hads; on saveral different occasions, dedalined hils startl to meel,
shalke hands and converse with individusls along hvls woute while
campaisning.

- . WRIGHT stated that she had telepnonically contacted
the Rocket Messenger Service in the afternoon on June 4, 1968,
and reguested a messengeyr to be avallahle at the Ambassador
Hotel, She sald this messcenger wag to dellver the fllm taken
that day by BILL EPFRIDGE. pnotographer for "ldfe Wagazine',
regarding the events at the Amboassador Hotel, The film was
te bBe taken o headgquavrters. She gald for some wimown
reason she thought that Senabor KRNNEDY's vicebory speech
would be at approximately 8:00 pm and for this reason
raguested that the wessenger from Rocket Messenger Service
—zeoport-4o-the Ambassador Hotel sbopprovimately 6430-pts————
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She said that at approximately 7:00 pm, when she first saw
the nmessenger from Rocket iessenser Serviee, the messendger
informed herthat he had had no gupper. She furniched him with
a2 blue press identification card so tig he could enber the
Ambasgador Hobtel later that evening. WRIGHETD sald, that she
returned to her room, 343, at the Ambassador Hotel at

which tine she observed the messenger sttemplting to enter

a room across the hall from her room. She rvewarked ©o

the meusenger "I thousht you wanted to cab.' The messenger
veplicd, "it's too crowded', WRIGHT said that the messenger
appeared o be familiar and knew hils way around the hotel

as it would be difficult forxr a person to leave the Colonial
Room and get to the 3rd £loor in the ayea of Hoom 3406 in
thot short pexiod of time.

WRIGT said that she went %o hey room to change
$0 a dress {rom a sult becouse it was Too varm for & suit,
She also picked up the envelope fox the film of EPPHIDGE
%o be placed In for the nessengey. She said that shortly
afterward she Jjoined the REWMNEDY staffl members and close
Ifriends in the suite on the Tfifth {loor.

0

) WRIGHT stated she gave the messenger the {ilm

“at approxzimately 9115 pa o be delivered o0 the airport

and to be sent on a fiizht a% 10:00 pm. She informed the
messenser to vebturn to theColonial Room for another deliveny
t0 the alrport after Senoabor INIIEDY'!s speech. WRIGHT said
that the messenger appeared to be very execited and wanved
to Imow would he get o sce Senabor KEHNEDY. She sald that
she did not give the messenger any answer. WRIGIT stated
that she did not sce the mesgenger again until alter Senabtor
KERNEDY was shotb.

VRIGHT said that DICK IARWOOD, of the Washingbon
Pogt, informed her at approximately 10:00 pm that Scnabor
HENADY had 'just informed him tnat after his, KNENEDY!'s
speech, & party was to be held at the "Wactory' a discotheque,
for the tryaveling press and close friends of bthe KEIWNEDY
gvalf. She sald HAYHOOD told her that he was reguested by
Senator BENUEDY to inform the traveling press of the party.

430 '
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At approximately 11:00 pm on June 4, 1968,
she went down to the Ambassador Room to locabe CHARLES
EVERS, as Senator KENNEDY had previously requested her
to do so. She said she went down and located CHARLES
EVERS in the Ambassador Room and they returned to the
KENNEDY suite on the 5th floor. She said that as
Senator KENNEDY departed from the 5th floor suite to
proceed to the Ambassador Room to deliver his speech
she escorted Senator KENNEDY to the elevator. KENNEDY
pulled her head to his and whispered, "Don't go to the
Ambassador Room as there will be a lot of commotion
during my victory speech.” WRIGHT also said that Senator
KENNEDY asked her if she was going to join the party at
the "Factory." She said she informed Senator KENNEDY that
she thought she would join the party.

WRIGHT said that she watched Senator KENNEDY
deliver his victory speech on television and near the .
completion left the suite by the way of the stairs to go
to the Colonial Room. She said when she got to the Colonial
Room the doors were closed and she was denied entry
until the police officers checked her credentials. WRIGHT
stated it appeared that Senator KENNEDY had been shot as she
descended the stalrs

Upon enterlng the Colonial Room through the main
entrance she observed the messenger at an exit of the Colonial
Room nearest to the one that Senator KENNEDY appeared to
be heading for prior to his being shot. She went to that
exit and looked into the passageway where the Senator
and the other individuals had been shot.

WRIGHT stated that at approximately 12:30 am
on June 5,1968, she signed the receipt requested by the
messenger in the Colonial Room which covered the period
of time the service of the messenger was used. She said
she also obtained the receipt from the messenger regarding
his delivery of the film she had given him at approx1mate1y
9:15 pm on June 4, 1968,

- 431 -
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WRIGHT described the messenger as a skinny,
well-tanned white male, who was approximately 45 years of
age with grey hair. She said that is all she can recall

of the events that took place on the evening, night
and early morning of June 5 and 4, 1968.

- 432 -
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BACKGROUND CONCERWING SIRHAN FAMILY
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On June 26, 1968, FBI Headquarters, Washington,
D.C., made available published reports of interviews of
BISHARA SIRHAN, father of SIRHAN SIRHAN, which had been
furnished by the Department of State.

These published reports are set out as follows:

+3k
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UNCIASSIFIED . Enclosure No, 1

Text of ad-Difaa article, June 17, 1968
SIRHAN'S FATHZR IN AMMAN: A TAIK TO "AD DIFAA' AT MIDNIGHT

At 2:00 p.m. yesterday, ad-Difaa learned that Mr. Bishara Sirhan, father of
Sirhan Sirhan, accused of assassinating Senator Robert Kennedy, arrived in
Amman from the West Bank on a permit issued by the occupation authorities.
It is said that Mr. Sirhan has come to Armman %o clear up certain financial
‘matters in preparation for his departure for America. Until 10:00 p.m.
ad-Difaa searched high and low for him. In what hotel was he staying? In
whose house was he. a guest? At last, we found him 'at the Hotel Continental.
Our reporter, Salah Abd as-Samad, who spent over two hours with Mr. Bishara
Sirhan, wrote the following interview. :

Bishara Sirhan was sitting calmly and talking confidently. You could detect
in his tone parental emotions. The 52-year old man said, "The murder of
Senator Kennedy saddened me because he was from the Kennedy family, but the
picture has a second face...™

"whichﬁ L] 0?"

"The political face..for the Senator was also an American politician, so on
this I have a view to express,*

"Please, . .!

1T believe that the imbalance in Senator Kennedy's speeches while electionsering
for the Presidency was the primary cause of what happened.”

"How, ,?"

"He was promising certain parties to supply them with arms and aircraft with
full awareness of the consequences of that promise. Its consequences would
be more displacement of children, more orphans and more widows. This is in
addition to the degradation of and contempt for the Arabs in his speeches, a
thing that made my son Sirhan feel insulted in that society where Senator
Kennedy was speaking. And thils is what pushed my son to act as he did. Had
the late Senator been reserved and merely called for peace in the Middle East,
nothing would have happened.®

| "Are you furious with Slrhan'>u
*In the first moments after I learned of the incident I was furious,".
"And now?®

"My heart and mind are now with him., I believe that world opinion and human
conscience will stand by him." .

L35
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!lWhy")n .
"Because he is a man of good character by the testimony of his university
teachers and friends.” He 1s also a fervent Arab in every drop of his blood."
"What was the position of the Israeli authorities toward you?r

"At 1:30 a.m. of the day following the news, an Israeli military car parked
in front of my house. I was then taken to the Military Governor's office
in Ramallah, An Israeli officer asked aboubt my life, that of Sirhan, and
the family..." '

"And the Israelil intell‘igence agency?®

It also interrogated me and wrote down :Lnforma’clon similar to that which I
gave at the Governor's office.”

"And what is the 1atest news &bout Sirhanf?#

“I learned that he told the mvest:gators he refuses to be tried in the USA,
and wants to be tried elsewhere.t

“What is his pretext for that?
"He is not American. I am not either, None of my sons got natu;*al'ized'."

"What else?"
"Pywo Lebanese lawyers and a Swedish lawyer have volunteered to defend my son.”

‘"What do you imagine will be the sentence against ._Sirhan?" . *

"I believe there are in the world people of free conscience. I believe world
public opinion will be on my son's side because Sirhan was a model boy and did
not commit his action except to.prevent further tragedy and further dis-
placement of children from their homes., Sirhan imagired that Senator Kennedy
would add to those itragedies. For all that, I hope thau people of conscience
in the whole world will stand by my son." .

"I only wish the Los Angeles Court, and the American neople and mem‘hers of
the Kennedy family would imitate me..."

"In what?v _ a '

"In my toleration. My son Munir was killed in Jerusalem in 1246 after a car
ran over him, 3But I pardoned the culprit and gave up my righits, even the
amount given to me as compensation, 500 dinars, I.dorated it to mosques and :
churches ard .to the poor. I only hope that toleration will be cbserved by
all during the trial of Sirhan.”

"Did you do anything to explain your views in defense of Sirhan?

136 o .
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"Yes, I sent appeals to President Johnson, the Pope and to U Thant, I

~ appealed to them to work for peace in the Middle East and Vietnam so that the
tragedy of Sirhan and Robert Kennedy would not be repeated.”

"When do you leave for America to attend the trial?

"I am studying the matter from all angles, including the financial one and
the question of my safety while there.™

"That means you are afraid?v

"No, I am not afraid. The matter really requires careful study.™

"Your style of talking indicates you are a lawyer?"

. "I am a mechanic. The credit for that belongs to the holy books: the Quran,
the New Testament and the 0ld Testament. I studied them all and have them
in my house side by side,®

WAnd if I request you to offer a last opinlon iIn this interview...?

"] say I hope the Arabs will unite." .

UNCLASSIFIED
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P

Excerpts from ad-Dustour's Interview with Sirhan

(1) "Bishara Sirhan, 52, is the father of five children and was in charge of
a.water section under the British Mandate Govermment in Palestine until 1948,
- He then came to Amman and worked on various water and mechanics projects
until 1957 when he emigrated to the United States with his five children,
Sharif, Sa'dallah, Adel, Sirhan, and Munir., Three years ago, he raturned
alone to his native tvqn, Tayybeh in the Ramallah area.™

(2) At dawn on June sixth while still asleep, I felt heavy footsteps on
the stairs of my house. I awoke and heard the 'moukhtar' (elder) of the
village, Fayez Ma'addl, knocking and saying, 'Open the .door, Abu Sharif.
Don't be afraid. It's Fayez.' I opened the door and Fayez entered with two
Israeli soldiers and three civilians, one of whom began to question me in
English, which I know well, about my identity and the history of my family
and my son, Sirhan. I asked, 'why all these questions?' He answered that
.he was a correspondent of the NEW YORK TIMES and said, !'Did you hear about
Robert Kennedy?! 'Yes,' I sald, 'yesterday I heard that someone fired at
him in Les Angeles.! The reporter then said, 'Didn't you know it was your
son Sirhan who shot him?' I said, 'What do you say? My son killed Kennedy?
I think that most unlikely.! When he affirmed the news to me, it was a
violent shock. I was furious and sad. The reporter asked, 'what is your
opinion on the matter? Do you know anything?! I answered, 'here I am
asleep in Tayybeh, a village over 12,000 miles from Los Angeles. 0f course
I do not know anything. It is an unpleasant stunning, shocking surprise.’
The reporter asked, 'wvhat is your feeling?' I replied, 'If the report is
correct, I am sorry for Kennedy and deeply regret the 1n01dent and am grieved
that thls has happened 1o my son,!'"

(3) vAs.I said before, there is no enmity between the Kennedy and Sirhan
families. I want both Arab and American opinion to listen to this statement.
Senator Kennedj had two personalities: first, he was a mewber of the
American Kennedy family; second, he was a great American statesman. On the
personal level, I am grieved by his death and shall continue to be so. As
for Robert Kennedy the politician, that is a different matter. He stated
time after time that he wanted certain nations to get stronger and certain
nations to gzet weaker. This, in my opinion, was a great error. I believe
thoughtful men all over the world will agree. As a statesman, Kennedy

ought to have bean balanced in his statements and speeches and ought to

have avoided saying things liable to kindle bhatred in the Middle East.

As a statesman he ought to have supported peace, right and justice in the
Middle East without favoring Israel."

s 438 o
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b

() "I still believe my son is innocent despite the accusations. But

even Iis we suppose he did it, we must examine the motives and reasons

that led him to such an act. His love for his homeland and religion must
have overcome eveything else and incited him to act. I do not support
violence or political assassination., .Bub Kennedy was rash in his statements.
I say also that the conscisnce of America, and its courts, and wofld public
opinion will stard by Sirhan."

(5) "Sirhan has seen destruction and- death in his own country, which last
suffered war in 1967. In spite of the fact that Sirhan left for America in
1957, and lived over ten years in American society, his religion and
homeland were constantly on his mind. The late Senator Kennedy was the
man who lit the fuse of the mine inside my son Sirhan.,"

’

(6) "What is the program of your visit to Jordan?®

"I arrived in Amman today with a one week permit. I want to see to my
account in Intra Bank, where I had some money before June 1967. After that
I will return to Tabeeh " .

Do you want to go to the United States?™

"I am considering the matter in detail. T imtend to hire. 1awye'rs to
defend my son, but have not yet decided whether I personally will go to
America to be with Sirhan during his trial." -

139,
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On June 5, 1968, the Washington Field Office of the
FBI made available one copy each of the visa file of
SHAREEF SIRHAN and SAIDALLAH SIRHAN which was obtained from
the Visa Office, United States Department of State, on
June 5, 1968,

Copies of these visa files are set out as follows:

- hho -
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Chief, Division of Protectivé Security_

SUBJECT: Transmittal Notice

The attached material, which is described belo&, is transmitted for

your information and retention.

Status. of Special Non-Quota Visa Application regarding SIRHAN, Shareef - -

and SIRHAN, Saidallah. . :
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boo late o a};l ow the U‘J Congul process % he ,cago mdov that Act, .
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4% : -+ Amman, Jordan, November 28, 1958,
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Ce T Mr. Sirhan is applying, together with hls brother Saldallah
' z. ¢ -Sirhan, (Amman Case No. 1945 for .consideration as a rerugee-escapee.
: Both he and his brother are holders of a current U.N.R.W.A. ration
.+ card E - His parents and all other members of his
- immedla are residing in the United Siates. They were 1ssuc
visas as. Palestinian refugees in 1956, under Lhe - Provisions: o’ the
Rmuﬂree Rclm,eu Acy ©f: ,1953 ‘-»audliare“an“fious Lo nave tho femannn

o m«m 1..eroers 4o_i;’ e;famiiy: J«na_ Toherd inC *t:h.e Umﬂ.,ed Sta‘cgz,s, ,.-:::',.»S:L.Ln‘_

"has 'been worang as an audmor fend’mows Yol “faiy amopnu,(of, Englishs
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7. Present mailing add:

< . s Y : . ¥ L v

. Q [ D b;l.,‘:.o . , ’3‘) }\ .- .
o Lot vo=oub oeCLLON LOo\G) \.I ) -
' l [ ovb :"h zoo °:°'
.. . 6o "
'L Full Name ©OHARILF BISHARA SALAMEH GHATTAS 2 .° ° SI},{I’{/AN .
(First) {(*iddie) Last) SIPRHAN (kee .
f. Other hemes Used _ NONE ‘ o nn
. ‘. ) S0 ,;’ f‘- e .
5 oo : A s [ 2] 20 3
5o Dist permangnt address, C/o. P.0.Roxw:53 L Anman. AN LY: o3 JORTL »-p”
' (Strect) {(“om or Cavy) (Fro mum) (Countr V).
L, Flace and Dabe ol birth ¢Srusalenm, Pelestine. 7th VI, 1933
(Yown or Givy) (Frevince). (Country) (Daze)”
3y * - ~
hps. Mary STRHAN, 4647 Apt, .

Y
H

8, . Name of Voluntary Agencv, if any iy
St‘m}”*Pa,sadena r, 'UZ{‘LI“O NIAL. U,k.

- 4 Nxve o o ST TS
(PR A B - ey P -.;‘ - _\"‘7.-_»'--).
Jee

"S

ess C/o. P.0.Box:33; Amman, JORDAN,

Telep‘none No,

8. Pnysical Descriptions a. Color of hair Black N b, Color of cires Dark. Brown .

¢. Complexion Wheetrr ,' d. Height 465, Evg.. in, e, Weight 55 Keos, 1bs,
fo Race Sepetic g Sex HMrds N monh:L_L L(,aulO”l Marks . N NE '
9, Nationality JORDANIAN, 1R, Former Nationali’oy, if any _DPALRESTINTAN

1), Bthnic classification White.,

12, Religious affiliation, if any: (You.msy state here your religious affiliam
tion, if any, bul you are not required to make this statement) Christian.

..

13, Marital Statuseferwéed/ / Single/A/ =Edeved) [ Bivorsedf /]

JA, Accompanying members of femilys- NONE.

Name Relationship . Pate and Place of Birth

!
4
!

L

) e YA ’.‘, .
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con 000 .
- L - - [ AN N sy AN -
15, Present address of persons speclficd under Item 14
a1 A
g - - ~
L4
7
v .
- s S A S s ey - D watde A I 14 3 e e
18, Namg, address, dave and place of virth of father My, Bishuers Salomeh Groov.

.
L
. \PALBSYLING),

- ~ ’ 4 - T\ . T ls
SIRHAN, lierch 27%th.,0913, Et-Taibe, Ramallen Distric
JORDLN. ' -~

Hame,

&
Gheaettes S

iéress, dave &na place of birth of mother Nrs. Merv Bishera Salameh
IRHAN, Januery 3rd., 1943, Jerusalem (PALESTLINE)JOHDAN,

’ .

207 I nGREREE. Harsnt fas iine < faie. o ndo ddr o g 50 noxi-0 £ i £ e — °
i 3 : : — i
! 18, Plzaces of residenca during past 15 yrs; indicate exact address & dates of each,
i c a - ] . n .
~ ¥helidi’s House, near the Ex. Palestine Broadcasting House, St. Paul
Street, Few Jerisalen, RALESTINE £ill the termination_of the British
Mendeiory. Begene.  then don the Arnenisan Quarter, 014 Cityv, Jecusalen.
j 1i1ll-Dee 49584  Then.in Anpan.sinece the heginning oL 4985 vp £3ill the
' present.tine. . .
,.’: et -
. ) - R
I. £ d
.I

19, List below the names of all parties, organizations, associations, societies,
fraternal or political, of wlich you are or have been a member, or with which
you are or have been affiliated, including dates thereof, and any position

. held in connectlion therewith NONE,

"_ R0, Have you ever been: In an almshouse? ; NJ' Arrested? NO7 Convicted? NG

In'prison? Z&EV. The ﬁéneficiary of a pard&n or amneéty? [NO If so, specify
in detail ' .

.

&

. L, Criminal Record; if any:I have no any bad.record whatever, wherever.
Date of Arrest -  Place of Arrest ' Cause of Arrest Disposition

. ": / '
. . '
: LT : :
J ‘ e vt s
: o < 13- TP ST
W . - - o ’
. ' . ! .o
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" 27, Were you ever

[ 3
.
.

- 6 o . o 00 ovo e o

®

g oo © © co © ©¢ e
PY o @ ° o @ ©
° ° 6 © o o o <
) ° °

o
oA, -~ 60
Have you ever apyplied to any Ameri can Consular Officer,” either forwally or
nemn- -1rrm,Lgrm 6%

sa or oiher documconia ticn ag en lIu!.L(_,- anv or
nere, ant wnether for imwlzrent or I]OD".L‘-.UJ T&uu ¥i %7

infcmally, for o W

(If so, state whea, where
¥y father has oowolied to the United States Eamhassy bt Liman UOAD
— - b [y g -
fer v wagistireRion.wion ey 455, 4085, undew Rerizens Quote. .
for en annligration-ilso Jor the U.S Ao .
RO, heve you ever teen in the Unived Siaues? (If so, indicate port of entry,
DEXIoG Or PETLCAS O &ULY, ana acddress or addresses) Kaver,
Have you ever een removed ab government expense, excluded, or deporuea from
the United States? /7 Yes NEVef«No
R4, Education: .f.’ﬂng:Q_a ,sa\,lq ac,“oov“f complc*ﬁ:lor:moi‘ e LWt o I A :::;::1--..._“
* . ”-\v.._,j - gans’ - ‘ q .‘. N ‘————h -
T F el LS T T end ATy F SRR O = S R B e aoluw-‘duv.u ~Loliege 20T Yraversity: 3T
lee nane arnd Loca’olon of Hign School attended: JQ; vsalen,till _the exnics=.
tion of the British lendste,
jor Study Dates Attendeq,Degrees

kKame & Lecation of College or Universitvy,Majox

i . (Read) (Speak) (Understand)

Fnglish .. . English English
Arnehic Argbhic,

22phiC

25, Languagess -

%6, Military Services NRVER,

(Unit) (Rank) . (Serial Number) (Length of Service)

a Prisoner of War?-,/ / XGSL o (Give Date and P‘Laoe of-

internment; Internment numbor, and reporbed nearest of kin)

?8, Have you ever been interned in a forced Labor Camp? 4::7' YesNegvet No (Give
| date, place, and period of internment) .

i
i

Jerusalem

29 Place and date of entry into counur'v of present residence: From New
o 0La City Jerusa’l_e“ag auring ua,y 'LOtho»i 8,

. [' ':'u. .': , < . ] "
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