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'LOS ANGELES, CALIFORRIA, TUESDRY, SWGUST L7, 1871
1:20 »., M.

L Lt

THR FOREMAN: Let the recozrd show that the Grand Jury
has f@ﬁﬁ&@ﬁﬁl@ﬁ and that all 21 Grané Juéars who ware present
at the indeption oé thia case are prosent for fureher Yo~
ceedings., 7

MR, HECET: Mr. Singold, please. Howard Gingold.

THE SERGEANT AT ARMS: He is not here yet.

HMR, HECHT: :Mx. Tailmachoff, thew, please. 7

{Thereupon, the wiinese, Peter John Yalmachoff, was
then escsrted inte the Grand Jury Hearing Hoem by the
Sergeant At dvms.) | - |

PETER JQHH TRIMACHOPF
rvecalled as a withass before the Grand Jury, was previously

duly swoern, was evanined and testified further as follows:

EXAMINATION (CONTINUED)
BY MR. HECHT: | ,
i8] ‘ Mr., Talmachoff, 1 interviewed Kenneth Buckley in
ny effics on é@énasﬂay, Jéaa 5, 1871, and &gwiﬁg'ﬁha coursa

of the conversation -~ and I'm now referving to a transeript

" I had made of that conversation - X aské& the follewing

guestion -~ T'w referring to Page if, Line 17 to 26,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“QUESTXO&:“‘~« thisz is by we to Mr. Euc&ia. —
"When did it first come to your attention that
bésiﬁaa counsel oﬁ'zecakﬂ, that Mr. Hawper had access.
to these exhibitS?' | "

"ANSWER: When I firet checked the gni&a
envalope on that wcn&er;ng\why thése people - i1
ﬁaaﬁ, I belisve I spéke to Mr. Talmachoff mnd asked .
him why they h&d seaen it.

- "ODESTION: Okay, what did he say?

"awawmaz ﬁhéy ﬁaza_nﬁﬁ gu?pasé& tg ~~ thoy
should not have seen them,* |

Was thero such & conversation?

A Does he indicate at what point the conversation

may have taken placa?

© - Yes, going on Pags 15:
“When did that gonvaxéatian with Mr. Talmachoff
take place? | o 7 | ‘
‘ "ANSWER: I believe ﬁhat; égain, would be in
March or April of 1870.°
A I cannot xacall; i just cannot yecall.
Q@ Do you dény it is possible that such a cen%axga~

tion took place?

" A I cannot &sné it, but I Just cannot recall havingJ
said that. i
Q on a numhex of eeaagiona, Mr. Talmachoff, you

were aware that Mr. Harper was coming into the clerk's office

on the 4th Floor, where your division was located, and bringin

with him a great deal of sclentific equipment; were you not?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Sclentific equipment?

a7
Q Yes.

I Yes, sir. 7
Q- Veye you éwagé at that time he was'lgakimg,at

the original evidence,specifically some of the original

ballistics evidence in the Sirhan case?

A No, sir.
2 - What imprassian wareg you un&at?
A I thought he was l@okang at the exhibits in the

Rirschka case.

€  vou were asked to bring the Rirschke case enve-
lope? ' ' ’

A Yes, sir.

0 Did you bring it?

A Yes,’sir.

Q Would yeu take it out, please?

A Yes, sir.

0 Can you remove from the guide envelope the

éxhibit viewing slips that are in that envslope? ~
A {The witness complies with caunsez’s xequesﬁ ¥

Q How many do you £ind? '

A Fiva,

Q ' May I see them, plaase’

A Yes.

0 This one here is made by one Willaxa B, Allen,
if I read that &acurately?

A Yes,

‘Q What docs he appear to be?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A S8pecial Agent for the CIA,
o And one heve appears to be rmadé out to three

people: Bruce K, Geoway, Charlene Goowey and ?hilip 6.

Robertgon,
A -- Yeg ., | |
¢ 2nd mnother one for Bruce and Charlene Ceowey?
A Yes. .'
Q and another one for Bruce Gaawey an& & fauxth and

‘1last one for Charlene Gatwey?

A Yes, |
0 In the interview you had with me and it will take|
itz just one mmmant'ta“ié@aha the precise page, referring to

Philip Robertson —- you recail thé& was the third name on one

of those slips, Philip O, Robertson?

A Yes.
o Now, I'm réfarring to gage 26 of the intarviéw I
ha& with yau on Thursday, June 10, 1971,
My question to you.
"Hew, we rdeeived a number of st&ﬁamenﬁs, we took
a numﬁe: of mtatewmsnts from your people, who Lnaicate&
in substance on cocasion a good deal of equipm&nt was
brought into the ciezk‘zreffice, aquipmaent béing
_miercscageé, comparison microscopes, cameras, and
things of thatrnatnxe,‘and cne or more pesoplé weée ‘
éngagg& in‘%he Sirﬁén case -- tﬁay cagid haﬁ'ua?e
gone unnoticed. | |
| *pid you have occasion o sae'an? such equipment?
,@ﬁmswmﬂa I have séen @Eopie coming in with

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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aquivrent as you desoribé, but I wasn't avare

thatﬂthey were looking at exhibits in the Sirhan
case. I w&g~uhdaz the im@reasianéhat éhey w@z§
looking at exhibits in the Kirschk&-cgse. ﬂ,
| ‘"@UESTEON: Can you téil me what led y&w_ﬁa
that concleusion?
. “ANSWER: Baécause T think the same people had
initially stayted leocking at theAEﬁhébiﬁarin Ehé 7
‘Kirachke c%ae -~ this goes back in time ~~?an& they,
I believe, looked at the exhibits in the Kirschke
cage a number of tiﬁ@@« J
"I waz undex the imprsssion this wes & s&mzl&r
aantinuation of the same examinati@n process.q.
Q wWhich of the people ycu=have‘aama& from these
axhibit viewing slips wer&,'in.yaﬁr:opinian, aﬁscaiata&‘with
any of the solentific equipmént that had been brought in?

A -  None of these peogle, as far ag I know.

9 can you tell me where these exhibit viewing slips |

are far the people using*sczentifie eguipmaat on tha Kizschke

case?

a I do ﬁat know. _ »
- In thé conversation you had with thé polygraph
éxaniney on July 22, 1971, and I'm pbintin§ now to Page 1:

. pyom that point on apparently Harper was given
adoess becsuse wé had the letter from the attorney's
offive &n&‘th@y should have signed that — but I wasn’t
awaxe that Hafpex wag looking at the Sirhan exhib&ts,'

 until just about a mcﬂth or 8o ago.

b
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%I was unﬁer the impression he was i@akiﬁg
at the Rirschke stuff., He has been loaking at the
Kixsuhke aﬁﬂfﬁ for some time back and -~ that -~

“ﬁvas?zas- Whors wag he 1e@k&ng at 1%?
YANSWER: - He was losking at it in the Assistant
aivisian Chief's office. He wasn't just out there
iﬁ th@ publie avea looking at the stuff.
“Qﬁﬁswzﬁﬁ* Wag that your sﬁaﬁem&%ﬁ you m&ée
to me? ‘
. "ANSWER: Yes,"
I*1) go on. v

"aévwas ioak#ng ét it in Mz, So&r';
office. | | o

"#o, that was before éoars.,‘l'thiﬁk it

goes back to before Sours was in that office, be-

‘cause that was the x:rschke‘qase and thet's a

pretty old case now. _ |
"QUESTION: Well, what about in Mr. Sour's-

‘office, did he look at the Sirhan stuff?

"ANSWER: I don't know. _
"You see, my anﬁy;infezma@ian -

iﬁiﬁi&llyAha mé&y have laakéé'at the Sirhan

exhibits on the table just outside the windeéw

we have there. But thoveafter he locked ag
them at the table that we have adjacent to
what we cai& the intake avea right whers we.

" have the exhibiﬁé - the guyé'have‘arlittle beﬁﬁax
diract line shot and view of what is going on buck there.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| having completed his slip.

- gniployees of your office, dary Hairatan, he in&lcateﬂ 0 me

an. efiart to. find those slips?

Hawsy T guotad yvou accurataly?

A Yes, sir. Z

o Is it your position, Mr, Talmachoff, that
Mr. Harpor on a number of occasions care into your affiae
downstaire in yeur division with a certain amauﬁt of
gelentific equﬁpm@nt, wvhatever that equipmaat night be, and
on a nuwber of those oceasions looked at ¢he ballistics
avidence in the Rirschke case withéut haviag fill@é*b&t an
exhibit review slip? '

A I have no kﬁawleage‘that he dié thgﬁ‘w&tﬁ@ut

L} Can you tell me wheﬁe“ar@ the exhibits review
slips?

& I cannot tell vou, siy, becaﬁs@ I do not Know,

Q In the conversation I had wieh one of the former

he had served Mr. Harper on the Kirsch?e case and he assured
ma that siips had been nade out'

I subpoenaed you to bring tséay all of the
exhibit veviewing slips in the Rirschke case, have I not?
A ves. '
Q Did vou make an offort to have your peagie make

A Yes, |

Qf And you were unable to find thoée glips in that
case? ' |

A That's coryect.

¥s it possible in comnection with the Sirhen casel

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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the same situation exista that there ave axhibit viawing siipe

that your offieerhas not féand?
A It ig possible.

g - Can you assure shis Grand Juky that situstion doeg

not exist with respect to thé Sirhan casév
A I cannot make such an assurasce.
Can I make araamméat, sir?

Q Please do.

A In thizs case, the Sirhan case, in that envelope,

again we have & large number of ¢guide enveliopes and wa‘ehanggﬁ
from the old form to the new form and my iwpression is that
Ken'Buék%Sy is the one wbcumaéevtheuchangé=aﬁa we felt that
perhaps in making the ¢hange he méy‘hava discovered the olid
slips, nIa‘asking him, howevar, he f&ig that all of thé alips
he had in the 6ld gulde envelopes were transferred into this
particular guide envelopé. '

g is it possible, ¥r, Ta&maoﬁoﬁf, that some effort
has been made to deliberately ramava certain aaaumants from

your office in conneetion.wmth glither the Kim%chke case o thé

Sirhan case?

A I suppose anything is possibie but I would not

say that has, in faet, odourred.

Q- I asked yoa to bring all cozrespondenae but not

limited to that, all cer#esybndgnce, letteéyrs, memoranda and

so forth by thé county clerk to any personnel or members of the
county clérk's coffice periaining o hheisizhan case,
A We have no correspondence.

'@ I asked you to bring all cérrvespondence but not

2025’RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176 .
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1imited to that, all Gorrespondence and directives sent by
Mr, Taimachbfﬁ, Mz, Sours, Mr, Buckiey and Mr., Walkey to any
member of. the 61ark‘a Gffice ralating to the handling of

axhibits in the Sirhan case.

' po you have any of thone?
‘A No, sir.

o T asked you to bring any communications written
by any member of the clerk‘'s offibe, vhether dddressed
individually to members of the clerxk's office oz eullegt&vely
to certain members of the clerk's office as a grouwp, related
to the handling of the exhibits in thé Sirhan vase,

Ave there any such cammunicaﬁiéna?

A . No, sir, »

Q Did you bring & 1étter or a Sopy of a letter
contained in your file sent bﬁ Attorney Géb:g@‘@hihley ﬁ;geﬁ
August 12, 19707 ] :

A Do you want €he original?

Q Yei; LE yvou have it.

A I have the criginal; X belxave g gave you a dopy
yestexday . | |

ko This is Exhibit Nnmberré3?

‘A YeB. |

Q All righ¥; I've asked you té‘bzinq a copy of the

court order allegedly kept by the door of the vault and
allegedly pertiuining to the Sirhan cése.

A X do not have the original, ,

Qﬂ I asked you to b;ing that, ﬁr, Talmachoff, as

one or mﬁﬁe of your employses told ma thaﬁ{sﬂah & decument

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 .
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Did you bring iﬁ?

A If you're 3p&axing of that spacific &eaumanﬁ,
ne, 5ir; we do have one but whathar it waa %hara ut the time
3 don't knew. |

I3 &hﬂ enié that you have tﬁ@,ﬁrtg&ﬂ&li

Yo, siv. |
_ What is there now? ‘

The order of Judge Walker dated May 20, 1959..

When was that put on there?

B o ¥ o QO

wéll, this last one I dannot s&y Ear -gure bat it
would be within the past month,

I really cannot say.
. Who put it there?

I canpet say that, either.

Have you asked who put it up?n

No, sir¢

;D o o O

Would you do-me the personal favar of inqui:ing
when you gat back to vour office? '

A Yes, sir, aertainly, sixz.

ﬁa. BECHE: I have no further queéstions of this
witnese. | '

THE FOREMAN: Any other qﬁeﬁtknns éf‘this w&tnesé by
any nmembey of tﬁe Grand Jury? If so; please write them bdut
and éﬁéy will be d@reﬁﬁa& e the witness ?ﬁrangh'théﬂmeputy
Distﬁidﬁ-ﬁttonnay. |
| Apparently not.

¥R, TALMACHOFF : May T say somﬂthmng?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O: 1'4.1 76. -
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| Grand Jury.

fwag FG&EHA&: Do yeu desix& to m&he a st&ﬁ&menﬁ, sir¥

MR, w&mﬁncaeﬁws ves.

?H@ F@RﬂM&N~ Plaaea go ahaad.‘

ma. %RLMRCQG¥F- I rel&&ian to the oréax on the wall
fxcm my stanépaint tha,maatreffaetive plaea for an order in
in the gulde énvelops and ngt on. tha wall, although we do have
spacial notices on tha wall,

_ But employees, in getting the gulde envelope,
they #re gupposed to lock iﬁto the guide envelope to sce what
ordar it contains and that is the most significant order.

The order on the board is a &uylication bat that -
is put ﬁhe:e in the hape ie will catch the eye.
THE FOREMAN: Thank you very much.
I don't balisve there's any necessity to give you

the admonition as to the secrecy of these procgedings before the

{Thareupon, the witness, Petér John Talmachoff, was
then escorted from the Grand Jury Hesring Room by the Seryeant
Ak ArmsQ} | |

MR, HECHT: Mr. Giangold,

(Thereupon, the witness, Howard Gingold, was then
asecrﬁe& into theUSrand‘Juzy Hearing Roém by t@arﬁe#gﬁaﬁﬁ,

At Apme.) |

HOWARD GINGOLD,
called as & witness before the Gramd Jury, was duly sworn as

follows:

Pt
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THE FOREMAN: You &o solemmly swear that the evidence
vmu'ﬁhal& give in this makter now pan&ing‘bafcre the Grand
Juxy of the County of Lo Angmles shall be the truth; the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, o help ynu @ad?

THE WITNESS: I do.

EXAMINATPION
BY MR, HECHT: ‘
Q Mr. Glagold, vhat is your business oy occtupation?
A I'm a news raporter Ffor KNXY¥, Chanmel 2, '
) ﬁ&w long have you baén sé‘em§ioyaﬁ?
& Seven years. o
Q Recently, did you have oocaséén to go to the

clerk's officé in an effort to look at some of the business

reeo?ds, the official reéet&s..in connaction with t@é-ﬁirhun

case?
A ves, I &id. :
9 Can you recall the date that you wént there?
a; Wall, I was ﬁhere oy sgveral cacasisaa and 1t

;was the first tima on o abaut July llth ot 12th, mewheras

in that nelghborlived ~~j1’m:aot»sura of the date.
Q Whah was your purpose in deing that?
A" My purpose was to examine the clevk's exhibis

raview forms to try to determine who had been given access to

the exhibits in the Sirhan twial.

Q. Wwere you successful in obtaining access to the

exhibitc taview formns auring your first visit you made there?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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a No, sir,
Q Why not? h ’
)3 1 was informed that 3adge_$&yden~haa fasued an

order, I beliave it waaﬁﬁ.ﬁerbal ordér, vestrivting adibss o
those £iles. o |

@  And what, if anything, did yuu do, upwn being
informed of that?

A Well, it was my Impression that the clerk's
fecords were a matter of pﬁblid-racérﬂ and I aomt&ctea the
Clerk of tﬁa California Supreme Caurttbecaﬁée it was ﬁy under-
standing that Judge Hayden's order was-iasuééiin regponge to a
raquest feom the California Suprewe Court.

$o I econtadgted the 01érk of the Supreéme Court
in an atteupt to ahﬁ#in<a claxification of that ordex.

o pid you cbtain & clarification that you felt was
deslrable? ‘

A Yes, slr. ’

Q bid that clarification paxmit you te go back to

- the dlerk‘s office and see the axhibit reviaw alipg ip the

Sirhan G&Sé?

Y. Yes, sir,
' é I reesll you brought some camgras and photographed
the eveént?
A" Yes, sir.
Q While you were thére, dia yoﬁ havea 6ccasion to

inquire abant the exhibit reviaw foxms in ﬁh@ Kigachke case?
A Yes, x add.

Q. What prompted you to inquira inﬁa that dase?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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I remarked so to the dlexk’sn office &méloyae who
was helping me go over the record and 1 asked him if he
thought it wae odd that only ona person had expxesaad an
interest in the Kivschke evidence.

e saild, “Yes, X do®, or words te that effect.

Q Were there any furthex_gﬁfamﬁa made to find any
further exhibit review forms in the Kirschke case,éﬁ thet time?
A Mot that I know of. |

I wag assured the packet I was.giéen reprasented

" the record in lts entivety.

MR. HECHY: Ihhave ﬁcth;ng further,

THE FOREMAN: Aﬁy yuestions to be directed to this
withess by.any manmber of the»Grah& er&? If 80, ploase write
them out and they will be directdd to the witness through the
Deputy District Attorney.

BY MR, HECHT: )

Q Conld you tell‘ua, Mr. Gingoid, a nember of the
Grand Jury has inguired, what &aa thé date of thglvigit that
you just referred to?

4 Bo yon vecall that?

A I balieve that must have been on the l4th,

As I recall, our television vhcw was on Thursday
and that’s the 16th and I believe I inspea@ed the cierk's
secnrﬁs én the 14th.

op POREMAN: - Which month?

| PHE WITNESS: July Lith.
THE FOREMAN: Of this year?
THE WITNESS: Yes.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MR, HECHT: That is all.

I have nothing further.

. THE FOREMAN: Any fﬁrthér guestlions?

ﬁ@par@ntly méﬁ.

‘ I'd like to caution vou not to discuss oy impart
at any time, outside of this jury rﬁwm,-thé éuesé&éus_%ha&
wara agked of you in régard ﬁo tﬁialmaéhe:, OF your answers,
urnkdil authorized by this Gxénﬁ aaxy ér tha'emutﬁ;te discuss
or impart such matters. | '

You will understand that a violation of these
ingtructions on your part ﬁay ba the basis féz a charge
against yau-éfreaatem§t_af court. '

Po you undergtand that?

THE WITNESS: I do. .

{Thersupon, the witness, Héwaﬁﬁ Giﬁg@l&,qwﬁs tﬁeﬁr
escorted from the Gxand,aury Héaring'aémm by the'Sngeént
At Azmse) o |
‘ MR. HECHT: Mrs. Hassett.
_(Thﬂx@upoﬁ, the witness, Marilyn ¥, H&gs@ﬁt, was then

escorted into the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the Sergeant

" At A¥ms.)

MARILYN M. EBASSETT,
called as a witness befors the Grand Jury, was duly sworn as

followa: :
THE POREMAN: You do solemnly swear that the evidence

you shall give in this matier now pending beéfore the Grand Jury

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ]
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of tha County of Los Angeles shall be the txruth, the whole

truth, and ﬁcthiﬂg but the truth, so hm&p you God?

?ﬁE WITHESS: T do.

BY MR, HECHT:

Q

occupation?

A
office.
Q
correct?
A

g

EXAMINATION
Mré. Hass@gt, Qhat is yaur‘bﬁain&ga ég,
I'm ahééf Clerk of the nistri§t Attorndy's
That is the same office I work ga;; is that

Yes; sir.

And prior to the time that you became an

ie&plnyae of the District Attcrney’s“affiae,'ha&'ycu~w@xka&
in the clexk's office?

A

B « B« S o

Q

X

o

Ye#, I had.

What was your capacity in the clerk’s office?
T was a Senior Clerk. |

In what buiiﬁing aid yon work?

In the courthouse.

That is the main courthouse?

pt |

while you w@za warklng in tha elerk‘s offiaa, dia -

| you hécone acguainted with Hr . Pater J. Talmachoff? .

N@ F ] ﬁir-

When you came into therbisﬁricﬁ Attorney'z office,
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aid you then Become acquainted with Mr, Peter J. Talmachoff?
A Yes, ¥ did. | ; , _
0 birécting your attention te the month of July,

1970, up until that p&ﬁﬁicuiax,mcntﬁ, had your'husiﬁaa@

relationship grown to the point where yau-waélﬁ sed hin

rathar freguently?
A Yes, sir.

0] During ¥he month of July 1970 d&&‘ycﬁ attend one

- oy more meetings where My, Talmaaﬁaﬁﬁ was also pregent?

A Yes, sir.

0 Whexe were those meetings held?

A Eitheé in my offié@ or his.

Q During the course of one of those conversations

during the month of July 1970 did My, Talmachoff aver nake

any commehte regarding his exhlbit section?

A Yes; he 41id tell me about it
Q What was said, pleage? ' |
a That things were in such a mese that My, Sharp

didn't seem to undexsﬁah&-he neaded to hire a better szliber

'Qf pézscnﬁel in order to keep his exhibits straightened out.

Q bDid you ever have a conversation with
My, Talmachoff wherein he made a referencéd to gomething

terible happening ér may happaa?

A Yas. '

@ How many such conversations did you have with
him? | | |

A 'ﬁhzga or four ovar the year.

R Can.ycu tell us the substance of thase
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conversations?

A Just some day that something bad was going toh
happen and it would draw attention to the problem.
u MR, HECHT: I have nothing further. |
THE FOREMAN: Any questions to be directed to this
witness by any member of the CGrand Jury? If so, plsase
write them out and they will‘be directed to the witness
through the Deputy Digtrict Attorney. ‘
Appaxént;y not: |
I'd like. to caution you not to discuss or

impart at any time, outside of this jury room, the questions

- that were asked of you 1ln regard to this matter, or your

- answers, until authorized by this Grand Jury or the Court to

discuss or impart such mattexs.

a Vou will understand that a violatibn of thése
ingtructions on you& part may be the -basis for a‘charge
against you of contempt of court.

| Do you understand that?

THE WITNESS: I do.

(Thegeu@on, the witness, Mariiyn ¥, Bassett, was then
egcorted from the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the éerge&at‘ﬂt
Arms.) | - |

THE FOREMAN: We'll take a l0-minute recess.

- (Short recess.) ' |

THE FOREMAN: Let the record show the Grénd Jury has
reassembled and the court reportexr is‘preéent.

You may procéed, Mr. Hecht.

MR. BRCHT: Mr, Collins.
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{Theroupon, the witness, Chavies . Collins, e then
agoortad inte the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the Sergeant At

Arms., §

CHARLES E, COLLIWS,

called as a witness bafore the Grand Jury, was duly swern as
fOllows: |

THE FOREMAN: You do solernly sweayr tha‘avid@n@a you
may give in the cause nov pending before this Grand Jury of
the County of Los Angesles shall be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the fruth, s0 help you GSod?

CHE WITHNESS: I do.

EXAMINATION

BY MR ﬁﬁést _ |

7] Mr. Collins, what is your busginess or otcupa-
tion? - 7 -

A . polivce Officer for the City of Los ﬁﬂgélasa

Q2 How lomg have you been 8¢ em?l&yaﬁ?

A Twenty-twe years, ‘ |

0 Are you one of the investigzating officersz in the

case of Sirhan Bishera Sirhan?
B Yes, I was.

9 = Dpid you know a Deputy District Attorney, but now

a Superior Court Judge, by the name of David Fitis?

A Yes, I do,
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Q. I divect your attentlion to one of the exhibit

viewing forms, Grand Jury Exhibit Number 31, which has a

_date on it, 1-31, but no yveéar.

Do you recall going with ﬁe@&ty bistrict Attorney

Fitts to the 4th Floor of the Clerk’s Offic¢e in this building

to look at any exhibits in the Sirhan case?

B Yes, I do.

¢ Do you recall that particular visit,
Se¥geant Collins? '

A Yes, I do. .

Q Bo you recall whether or not vou w@re,shéwn-any
exhibite? | | | |

B I don't recall.

Q I invite your attention to Grand Jury Exhibit

Numbeyr 37, datéd June 17, 1971; is that your handwriting?
A Yes, it is. |

a ﬁid,?ou; in faét,“én—June 17,‘197&, go to the

“Cléxkis70§f$ca once again?

A Yes, I did.
Q ¥hy déld you go there?
A I have bsen called back downtown to make an

investigation regarding the Sirhan gase and te chedk and to

.sée what evidence had bean checked out in the Clerk's 0ffice

and I reviswed the slips.

Q. You wean the exhibit review slips?

2 Yoo, thoy were all inaludedrin one group and I
didn't see one with my name on it. 7 ‘ )
Q ‘ Well, I take it that you £illed out an exhibit
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review form to look at any other exhibit review form slips they

may have had thers?

A Yos. _

Q- - Are you telling me that the first exhibit reviéw
form I shewed you, Grand Jury Exhibit sumbér 31, wade out by
Mr. Fitts was noﬁ displayed to you on June 17th? |

A ¥o, that one was there, but I made out one on
that date. " I didn't realize that this one was in the file but
1 made out-ane‘myself} |

o You found the slip wade out by Deéputy District
Attorpey now Judge David Fitts?

A Yes.,

David Fitks® sli? was theragthut I made one out
and they refused teo show ug the evidence when we weére there.
| Q - Pardon me; you're saying on this January 3lst
dats, after Deputy District Attorney Fitts made out his slip,
thay refused to show you the evidencs?
A Yes, anhd we had to get Alice ﬂisﬁikawa, wh@~§&5

than the Court Clerk in Judge Walker’s Court, and Mr, Pitts

- told them ¢that he was the Deputy District Attorney trying this

-cage and they said, "Sorry, we can't show yob the av&aeﬁaa.

There is a court order on it.”

Then he had to go b&ck“upataira‘anﬁ get Alice to

gat us the exhibits, whatever they weve.

Q@ Do you remember which exhibits they weve?
A I have forgotten what we wantéa to lock aéﬁ‘
MR, HECHT: I have nothing further.
THR FOREMAN: Any questions o be dirvected to this

T T R R O RN PR T I N S 1 < » RN LI A
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witness by any membar of the Grand Jury? If $0, please write
them out and they will be directed to the witnéss through the
Daputy District Attorney.

Appearently nmi.‘

I'd 1ike to caution you not to discuss oz impart
at any ﬁim@; ocutgide of thig jurf room, the gquestiods that
were asked of you in regard to this matter, or your answexs,
until anthorized by this Grand Jury or the Court to discuss
or impart such matters. |

You will waderstand that a vidlation of thase
instructions on your part may be the bazsis for s charge
against you of contempt of court..

Do you undarstand that?
THE WITHESS: I do,

(Théreapon, the witness, Charles B. Célliins, was then

. egCorted féﬁm the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the Sergesant At

Arms.
MR. HECHT: My. Robert Sours. '
(Theraupen, the witness, Robert E. 5@a$§¢ was then

escorteé_inﬁo the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the Sergeant At

"Arms,)

ROBERT E. S0URS,

called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was dﬁiy SWOEDN 88

_falléws:

THE FOREMAN: You do solemnly swear that the evidence

you shall give in this matter now pending befors the Grand Jury

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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of the County of Los Angeles shall h¢ the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing bod the truth, =6 help you Gui?
THE WITHESS: I do.

BXAMINATION
BY MR, E@CI’Z@:
a My, Sours, what is your business or cccupatien?
A I*'m Hoad of Court Sorwvices &u the County Clerk'e

office, Cximﬁnal ﬁiv&ai@n.
R whe is the Chief in that yariicular d&p&ﬁtmenﬁ?

& - Willian @, shavp.

Q . Whe is the Chief of that bivisiop?

A Patey J. Talmacheoff.

o Are you the &iﬁia@'&anaéex?

A Yau, T am,

$ In vhat capasisy, 1f we wandsd to use a cilche,

do you run the offics, so to spoeak?

A Yos, I do. .
Q What 414 you do before you wént to the Ciexk's
office? ' '
A I was & oivil balliff.
@ How; if awvone wants 6 zaviéw an oxhibit, a

membéar of the pubkliec wants to reviey an extibit, which your
Division has under its custody and control, would you explain
what they hava to do in oxder to have acoess or to atiempt to
get aocess to such an axhible? |

A They havé to £ill out -- well, first they have to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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find the agaé‘number and bring the case number to the exhibit
THOM,

Then, when they have the case numbér, they £i11 |
out an eshibit voviewing form and reguest which exhibits they
want to Bea. - | |

| 0 What happens then?

3 Then the casé i checked to see whatithe status
of the case ig, and if the exhibits are available ¢o public
viewing. ' |

If they are available for public viewing then
the exhiblits wounld be brought to a viewing ﬁéble and the person

‘would be moatdd at the viewing tabls and allowed to lock at the

exhibits, A

£ All right; may X invite your atfention te the
d@cﬁmenk‘@ix@etly bahind yéﬁ which purporéa to reflect the
general plan of the criminal diviaion of the County Clerk's
Offiea.. ‘

HR. HECHT: Wi¢h your permission, Mr. Foreman; I'd 1ike|

to mark this document as Grand Jury Exhibit Numbézr 53.
THE FOREMAN: It may be so marked.
BY MR. HEGHT: | |
Ke} Does that particulax plan appsar to you t& be a

reasonable, accurate plan of the Criminal éﬁﬁiﬁi@n of the

County Clexrk's OFffice?

A Yas, it does. )
Q Now, has the procedure chatiged as to whexe a
person would view exhibits?

Has that procedure changed within the past year o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 -
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g0, to vour ﬁnow&eég@?

A Yes, it has,

0 | and under the old pyrocedure, whexe wonld such =
pargon view the exhibits, assuming that they were being given
access to the original exhibits?

A They would view them at the table, to the left

of the word "Room 448%, sxcept on certain occasions.

Q There iz an avea marksd “table" on theé chart?
A YQS, it ig*'o
0 Now, is that table outside the area where your

. employe2s generally pexform thelr respective functions?

1 Yos.

Q It iz in a public area as distinguished from the

area behind the counter; let's call that a private area?

A - Yes.

QV Would that be accurate?

A Yes.

Q The ecounter would separate thé public from the

private area?

A . Yesy that's correct.

Q How hag that procgedure changed as to where they
wguld view the exhibits today? |

R Yes, that precedure had changed.
0 . In what zespect? .
A Well, the table that is now behind what we call

the vault door, there is a room marked gheys and there iz a
door swinging out on the right.

That docr is the vault dotr and when it isﬂépan
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4 September of 1978, maybe October ~~ I'm not sure.

had here that the guide file in the Sirhan case was éxeﬁanged

it is relagively straight out and there ig a bable sitilng
right there and that table is‘used for viewing. |

' If there aré two people we usé part of the countey
in that area.

Q When was that change made; 4o you krow,

HMr., Souxrs?
A I would be guessing, but, approximately, about

o was there reasén for that change beilng made?
2 ves.
.0 Can you tell us thalt reason? .

A Well, we decided, that is, Mp. Xeistman aad

myself, we decided it would be much gasier to view inside the

counter and aliso giva us more exhibit sescurity.
K +) How we have h&ié, and the térm used is, I believe;
axhibiiigaide anvelop@. | |
Are you familiar with that term?

A Yas,
@ Can you desoxibe an exhibit guide envelopa?
A Yes; it's an envelope about five by sleven

inches and it is used to locate exhibiifs and it ind&ﬁaﬁas“the
type of exhibits and it is used for dispoéitién*puxpases‘aﬁ&
it is used to store exhibit receipts and exhibit records.
N Q would it be used Lo hold sueh‘itaﬁs ap exhibit
review viewing slips? | |
ar Yes, it would,

kel It is my understanding from the exhibits we have

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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from an old one to one that is aw@ eurrently belng usﬂ&;
are you familiar with that?
B ?es, I aﬁ‘
Q0 .  CGsan you toll us vhen tHat change came into

existence in connection with the Sizhan dase eavelope,

particularly?
A I have no idea of the exact date,
Q2 Can you tell us’tha teason for that chaﬁg@?
A Yoy ; Qe changed from practieslly an unmarked

shvalope to this new envelope that wae preprinted with certain
blank spaces to be used in our procedures,
o .‘Hava you ssen the gui&e envelope or guide

envalopes in the Sizhan case?

A Yes, I have, .

5] When was the first time you éaw then?

A .1 have no recollection of the first time.

Q Was it recently or has it boen some ﬁiﬁe.ége?

é ' I would say in the lagt two months.,

Q Do you recall that yoﬁ.and I had a eéavex@atiaé

.in the District Attormey's Office on June 9, 19717

' A T recall having a conversation with yéq but T
dog‘t Rnow the date, o H '
o I represent to yaﬁ that I ha%e a ﬁzansariyé of
thatieenversatian,.

bo yéu recall a court reporter being there?

A Yes, I do.
Q And you recall the conversation was tape -
racorded?

oy PR S Y St RN R R T
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Well?

A Yes.
I aékéé you, at that time, on Paga 5, Line 26:
“Apprcgimaﬁely'hcw~§any_timsg have you‘
geen the guide envélope in the Sirhan c¢ase since
the day thay came into exisﬁance?§
Your anawer was:
QI firgt saw them yesterday.”
boes that refresh your recollection?
A Well, I recall I eaw them about two months ago
today. |
) ALl right; I think that is slear,

ﬁaw,'bazed on what you know foday, when &id you

. first becone awarée that Judge Alarcon issued an order in

connection with the handling and display of the original
@xh&biﬁs in.tie Sixhah cana’?

A Approximately the same time.

Q0  when d4id you beocomeé sware that Judge Walker had
subseqa&nﬁhy issuved a court order on &h@ very4§amﬁ subijcct,
almost about the time thé Sirhan case was concluded upstairs?

Y About the same time.

R Wnat procedures, if any, did you engage in to

satisfy youxs@lf'ﬁhere‘waé gompliance with the provisiona of

Judge ﬁaﬁk&x‘s Court Order?

A Well, we gave npumerous procedures.

Q | Tell me what @rncaduxeé\you parsonally eagaged
in, 7 | ‘ N

A Well, we made sﬁre that the ordexn was‘beiﬁg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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that there was compiiance in the Clevk's office with

time Judge Walker's Court Order was issued?

complied with at the time,

Pell wme what yéu persenally 4id, Mr., Sours.

Could I have that question repeated?

O ¥ o

Yeasg .
thé question is simgly-this:
What did you personaliy do in erder to meke sure

Judge Walker's Qﬁdar? |
A waell, we stbréﬁ-~w I wmuse znswer, fired, that
we were aware that there would be a group éf people -~ well,
we Expecieé to have & good mmber of individuzls vho w@&;d
come in to sesd the evidence --
| a £an you tell me what vou, did, if a&ﬁtﬁi&g, oY
what yoi did in concert with others? .
a £ obtéined the Sirhan guide envelope.
We looked ét all the viewing siips.
#o tathed to our people who were there at that
time. | |
Q- Let me interrupt.
You gaid you looked at the viewing slips.

Were theére viewing slips in existence prior to the

& I was nﬁt there prior %o ﬁﬁe time h&s‘caurt
Order was issué@.- |
' Q Were you working in ¢se Clerk's Office at the timp
Judge Walker's Order was issue&?

A No, sirs

G ¥hen did you first comé into the Clark's Office

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



é

10

n

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

2

26

27

28

came in and wanted to see the Sirhan guide envelope and the

in your present capacity?

A September 8, 1969, as Assistant Division Chief.

a A1l right:; at the tiwme you éam@ intd the Clezk's
Office, at that time were you téld about the existence of _
Judge Walker's Court Order? '

A | o, sir.

0] whaen vas the first ime you becamﬁ'a?axe»ef the

existence of the Court Ordex?

a You gave we a date before; June 3, 1971.
¢} How was that order brought to youtr attention?
A A gentleman from the Los Angsles Poliee Departmen

contents and that startad a chaln of avents that we started
checking into what we had done, ctollectively, in this particula;
case, |

Q s& that we ars proeisely clear about vhat you
told us, are yéu telling us that vou, as office manager, fizst
becams awére of the existence of Judge Walkex's Oréer-same
time in tﬁis year, 19717 | |

A Yas, sir.

Q. bBid the exﬁibit custody clerks work in the sams
chaln of command as you do?

A Yes, sic.

Q wbula-it'bg fair to say, based on what you
tastified here, that prior to the time yoﬁ'becamé awars of
the existence of the court order, you didn't personally
instructrany of ybur axhibit custodian Gleﬁks 43 to the

procedure that should be used if someone wanted to see the

¥

¥

L
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oxhlbits in the Sirhan case?

A 1 never instructed them, to my recollection, in
any way of handling the Sirhan exhibits prior to June 8 of

[

1871, |
Q,-' I direct your attention to @tan&;Jury'Exh&biﬁ

Nunmber 43. | ' '

Would vou look at ﬁﬁﬁt; please?‘

That purports to be a letter from Hy. 6@6&@3 B,
Shibley? - : 4 |
ves, sir.
Rave you seen that 1e€ter before?
Yeos, I havé.

That is a two-page lettexr dated August 27, 19707

- K? B & -

Yes. , 7

o when‘diﬁ vou first sea that‘ietter'ii, in fact,
you saw it before to&ay? o

A Somedime in ﬁhé Qg@k of August 27th, 1970.

Q can_yoﬁ tell me the clrcumstances leading wp to
your seeing that particular letter?

A Well, on August 24th I came back from vacation
and sometime during that day I recaived a xeéuest tg'view
exhibits in the S8irzhan case, ﬁhe,p&é@y ne@m@ét&n@ itjwaa tha
counsel in that case, I believe thét was Hr. Lou McKissack
andrhe had with him some -other gentlemen and I talked to
Mr. MoRissack and he assured me he was counsel in that case eﬁ
appeal. | o |

D _ Why did you need such assurancé?

A Because I knew this was a case on appeal and when

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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I first started in the criminal division as aseistant chief
there was a file dyrawer looated to the resr of the head of tha

£iling section which was marked "Sirhan® on thé outer drawer

and I made ingquiry of somebody, some worker at the time, as to

vhat was the particular significanve about that case.

He said, QXt'Sva nO~HO GBS, - Ho one is to see
i,
And, from then on, as far‘as-zhwas concained,
it was a no~no case.
G = Let's then go back to your cbgepvations and
perHaps a conversation with Mx, deisa&ck‘at that tima,
A Yea, sir. _
Q What did yoéu do? What happened then, yoﬁ gaid
you had a conversation with Mr. MeKissack, did you not?
A Yes. |
ko) What happened than 1eading up to this letter

.and your seeing this lattez?

A . Mr. McoKiszsack saild hg had =z man with him whom he |

ﬁanted te see the exhiblts and he was an éxpert of some kind

and he reguested that he be allowsd to see certain exhibits.
| S0 I told themrﬁhat they could ses the exhibitcs,
A‘ﬁ _ You told them that they could see tha exhibits?
A I told them that they could see the exhibits and
I reforvred them back to the exhibit Qusta&ian¢
Q whan you told them that they‘couzﬁ ges the
exhibits, would it be fair to say that‘yeu did not at that
time or you had not at that ‘time seen Judga Walker's Court.

Ordar?
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recedpt of that letter?

A vas; that's right.

g Bid it ocour to you 0 1ookrih the guide envelope
to see whét the contents of the coulrt order wasy

A Ho, it didn'é,

Q Are you telling’um you made a dekermination that
¥r. MoKissack's representations to you were good enough so that

ir. Harpsary csuld.seé the original ekhibité in the case?

A Yes, sir, he is an officer of the ocgurt,
'@ when did you first ses this 1at:ar?1
A June 8, 1?71.
0 Zave you brought us up to daite from the time you

told Mr, Harpet that he could séé the exhibits until the

What I'm getting at ig, what caused the reeeipt o
that letber by your division?

Was theve any special reason for it?

A i asked Mr. MoRissagk 1f this gentleman was going
to see the exhibiis just that tine or to come back again.

Mr. Mokissack informed me that he probsbly would
come back again and I sald, "why don't Yéu send us a latter
regquesting that this man be allcwadmto‘mékeriutuxé vizgivs to
gee the eoxhiblts?"

That letter came ia the mail.

¢ Did you anticipate the fact that other expérts
might come with My, Harper and be with him during the time he
haé aéé@agAto gea the original exhibits of the Sirhan case?
‘A e, T aid not. |

] Did you inat:uct youx subor&inatea to ask any
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person tﬁaﬁ might come with My, Harper for theilr fdentifica-
tion? | - '

A Ho, sir. | |

Q Di& o instruct your subordinates to restrict
the hanaiing of the original exhibits to ﬁx; Karpey alone,
in the event that pther parsons might be,with h&m.saéetima?'

| 1 No, T 8id not. _

o buring tﬁe gquastioning I engaged with vou on

June 9, 1871, T read the letter which was introduced and at

the time I asked you what did yéu 46 after you got the letter,

- Mr, 5@&:5, in connection with complying with the raguest,

A I don't recall exactly what I did. I agsume it

wag goed enough to lnstrudt my people that if Mr. Harper would

arrive that He be allowed to look &t the exhibits because

- counsel had a right to look at the exhibits.

Q Be you recall who you gave those iestructions
to? |
_& No, I doﬁ‘g,
.AQ Could you find out? A
A I would assume it was Mr. Bucklsy, but I wouldn't

swaaz-it was .My, Buakley. ‘

) My next guestion, inrﬁact, in the quiﬁ@,envelcpe
is there an order in the guide envelepe xégaféing-zepquucéian
of the azhibits.

_ Was that document in the guide envelépe a£ the
time you got it.
| | Your angwer to that was that it was not,

I believe you said, "It was not, not to my
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Was that an acourate answexr té the gquestion I
wag posing at ﬁﬁa tinma? |

A Yes.

0 And nad youd disoussed with Mr, Talmachoff at any
time prior to receiving the lotter from Mr, Shibley the
restrictions that had been placed on the Sixhahrﬁxhibits
by Judge Alarcon or Judge Walkew? '

A No, sir. |

s 93&@3 to the time of your receipt of that 1ettar,»
had Mr. Télmach@ff‘avax given you any instructioas in.cenn3s~
tion with the maethod ox the way the Sirzhan edhibits would be
handled by;p@opla in vour department? |

A Ho, sir.

] Did Mr. Talmachoff specifically ias%rﬁet you
that the Sirhan exhibits were te be handled in any mannex other
than the oustomazry manner in'any oﬁher‘éeéth»pagalﬁy case that
was being handled in the county clerk's %fﬁica'éownstaira?

A ¥o, sir.

Q - pdd Mr. Talmachoff @veé specifically instruct you|
that the Sivhan RBishara Sirhan exhibité zhoizld be handled in
any menner other than the customary mannex of any other death
pehalty caae_exhibits, &9 they are handled in your clerk's
office? - |

ﬁ Just recenily.

G - When you ﬁéy "just recantiy“,jhaw recent is
"just wecently®, Mr. Sours? |

A In the last fow weeks.
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1 ' I8 Did Mr. Talmachoff ever specifieally tell you
'., ' 2 | that there was a court order in existence that was contained

3 in the Sirhan Bishara Sirhan guide envelope?

4 - 3 Ko, six.
1 7 5 o Were ymu‘pézsonaiiy aware bﬁ‘thaﬁhfﬁdt?
H 6 A Ho, sir. ,‘ |
7 ] | Did you pargbnally.paxticigate\ih showling the

8 exhibits, that is, the Sirhan case axhibiﬁs\ta‘aﬁy mewber of
9 the public? | ‘

10 7 é Ho, eir.

1 . Y You and I had anothar conversation on June 11,

2 1 .1971, in the bDistrict Attorney's Office?

12 : & ~ Yes, sir.
# S ) At that time did we canverse-about the faoct that
'l! " B | some effort had been made by members of your office, including

| yourself, to get the Clerk of the Suprene Court to return. the
1 original exhiblts in the Sirhan case to the Clark’g office
® | in this bullding?

1 .o Yed, siz.

2 Q Can yéu tell me why that effart wag extended?
2 2 Because My. Kristman, who is the sssistant

22

chief of the department and Mr. Talmachoff’'s boss, called ne

B ¢6n-ﬁﬁe phone and told me we shouid gat t?&m back and see
24. ~ N ) ‘ "
: what we had sent there so that we were sure vwhat was what and

25 .
what was not thersd. ,
26 . :
O As a vesgsalt of that instruction of Mr. Xristman,
27

was a contact made with the Clezrk @f.the Suprene Couxrt?

K} o

a Yee; two clerks, one locally and ope in
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o And was it €inally deﬁermin@a that you had gent
evaxything to the ﬁupr@me Court that they vorg anﬁiﬁled tm
receive?

Y Yes.

Q pid you becoms familiar with the fact that
in the £iling of the exhibit review forms in connasction with
the Sirhan case that a number of these exhibit zeviaw forms
ha& not been completely f£filled oute? ”

A Yas, sir.

Q Hap some effort to improve that grcaedure in the

clerkts Offib& beon mada?

A Yes, sirv.
Q ' What efforts have been. made in that ragard?
A w&‘designeé a new exhibit form.

We have instructad the elght members of the
exhibit section that the form must be filled out in its
efntireky.

Wa have watched them fill out the form and made

‘sure they £ill it out in ilte entirety.

0 To your knowledge, up to that‘time¢ that you had
the conversation with the District Attorney's Office, and this
ig the first canvéréatiaﬁ in June of this yeaw, had
My. Talmachoff established any procedures whatsoever whereby
theé pymﬁiaians of the Court Order igsued by Jufge Walkey mﬁuid
be complied with? o ' a

A To my direct knowledge, no, eir.

o At the risk of being repetitious, do you, in‘fact

4
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supervise the exhibit custodlan clerke in your office?

A Yes, I do.

¢ Arve you also responsible for their training?
A Bomewhat, yes, sir.

0 What typs of turnover have you had insofar as

the exhibit custodian clerks are concernad?

A From wién to when?
_ Q During the time you have begn there, and if there
hag been 4 chgng@, please tell us. |

A Woll, none of the people that aze waking theye
today wera working there when I started.

¥ Is that the result of tugnover?

A It's the result of reclassgification of

position and examinations and cther people were gualifiad.

D Iz the turnover, as far s the exhible clexks;
more greater thar usual in other sections of your office?

A Wall, we have had an office turne§ar of 34
pexcent in the last year, 1970, and the exhibit turnover in
that ye&r, due to the examination was 100 p@rﬁémt,

k0] What bothers me, Mr. Sours, and Z’have to ask .
you this guestion, if you were not aware of ahe~exigﬁenaa of
the court ozder in the Sirhan nase ontil xeaenﬁly, how could
tha axhibit éust@aian dlarks be expedted to kuow ﬁh@-&xﬁsm@nce
and contents of that court oxder in oindor to p@ssiély dischayge
their dutles thereunder? | o

A They were instructed o look at thé guide
envelopes for any instructions that were_th@req‘

Q D you have in mind that the notation on the
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A

Sirhan guide envelope has ﬁuét recantly had printed on it
"See court order”?
| A Yea, 1 do. ,

0 And in the absence of that notation, would you
anticipate that they were expected & look for the entire
guide env&lc@g‘tc see if theyre was a court ordey in there,
before waiting on people who wanted to ses axﬁibita?

A 1 would espect thém to pull out the axhibit
receipt list and in dolng 2o they would pull put the contents:
of the gulde envelope and look for whatever ordeérs géﬁe in
there, |

Q Iz there any other way they could fiﬁé_aat what
they were locking f£oéx?

' A Ko, I don't believe so.

MR. HECHT: I have nothing further.

VTHE FOREMAN: Any questions to be directed to the
witness Sy any member of the Grand Jury? If so, please
write them out and they will be diracted to the witness
thrnugh the Depgty District Atﬁernéya '

MR, SOURS: Comld I have a moment; I would iike to
present for vour Honor 's acteptance, as evidance, the offorts

that the county c¢lerk has made to improve the exhibit divigion

since August of 1969,

HE VOREMAN: We will be pleased to aceept that.

MR, HECHT:s May this be marked Grand Jury Exhibié
Number .54, Mr. Foreman? | _ -

THE FOREMAN: Yes; it will bé s0 marked.

gix, would you be good snough to read it into
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the record?

MR. SOURS: Yes, sir.
(Reading:)
YREPFORT OF AFPIRMATIVE ACTION PAKEN
WITH RESPECT T0 CRIMINAL BXHIBITS
AND THEIR SECURITY
B “ACTIONS Gi)iﬂéiaE‘I’Eﬁ
“I. ALl exhibit rooms in Hall of Justice and Anpex
at 330 ¥. Broadway cieanéd'up, and exhibitg
relocated in ordeply fashion.
2., ALl work areas in exhibit rooms reorganized
and unanthorlzed persons denied acocess.
%3, All narcotlces concentrated in oné storage rooh.
"4. ¥wasps and padlocks inska&led'on all safes in
| adﬁition t6 the combination locks for additional
security. Conbinations restricted to mapagement
personnel. Keys to padlodks résﬁriat@d to
working exhibit péxsonnaié:r
“5. Accounting systéem an&'spe¢ia1Areaaipté for cash
exhibits established, with awdit to be performed
by Accounting Divigion,

"6, Guide énvelopes, which contain the receipts for

exhibite and serve as an item control ghowing the

location of éach exhibit, were completely revised
and stored in cne place. ‘

"7. bisposition of exhibitsg by-éestrgcéion or other
rethod iﬂpased byilaw‘was accalafated, releasing

valudble storage space.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

95 |

26

‘27

8. The position of esxhibit custodian was reguested £y

. 99,

“i0.

711,

ﬂlc

2.

the Dapartmené of Personnel and establishad, and
budget allvéations from the CAO allowed one super—
vising exhibit custodlian, one gsenior exhibit
custodian, and six exhibit custodians. Prior to
the esﬁabiishmenﬁ gf these poasitiens, eghibitslhaé
been handled at the clerk and intermediate clerk
level. The new pasiti0n§ introduced a higher
lavel of qu&}ity and rasponﬁibility in those
persons charged with exhibit éara.
A type of locked metsl contaiher was developad and
put in umé for transporting exhibits b@ﬁweeﬁ-the'
ﬁenéxal_nisﬁiiatraﬁd'mthar Diatriats.l
Irangportation of exhibits between distyricts was
xemavéd from County Messenger Service for seourity
reasgons, and reschedulad through use of eriminal
exhibit custodignsg on z regular weskly basis by
truck. '
A Criminal Exhibite Manual was prééaréﬁ aa&‘issuaé
ﬁar‘uéa of exhibit custodians.

#RCTEGNS INTTIATED AND ORGOING
Conferences had with Ddstxici Attorney té dévelop
a prbgzam to substitute phﬁt@gﬁ&ﬁhg in lieu of
srge and bulky exhiblits for case inihandling and
saving of storage space., 'The»dcurt is now being

gonsulted a5 to ways and means of putting this in

practice. -

Plans were developad for the Clerk's Office in

e
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fig.

6.

the new Criminal Courts Bullding which provide

for the installation of one large vawlt For
gacurity instead of separate safes, separate
viewing areas for inspection of exhibits, and

work areas designed to keesp the entire eikhibits

-~ area under complete security.

‘Funds for purchase of a spesial wrapping machine
to wrap exhibits, particulazly navcoties, in ‘
plastie, were allocated on the 197372 budget, and
a Purchase éréer has been fi&éd with Purchasing
and Stores. | |

A request waz made to the CA0 for a California
Council of Criminal Justice grant ts'sﬁudy |
sedurity of exiibits in f@&éﬂy processing, The
CAOlreccmman&é& approval and forwarded the re-
gqueat to the Beoard of superéiaors‘en May 18,
197%.

A study was made of a mechaﬁical.exh&bit gtoragé
and retrieval system and submitted to the CAD
for inclusion in the Capital Projects for theé ney
Criminal Courts Buildiﬁg. The proposed systam
{similar or like to Randtriever) would provide the
best available sacurity Fox exhibit storage.

A gystenms gtudy is under way by departmental
systems personnel with respect to an improved

disposal system."”

MR. HECHT: I have a number of questions from the

Grand Jurors.
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. Do you knuow My, Harper, Mr. Willism %W. Barper?

2

A Fo, sir, I do not.

0 Have you ever seen him?

A Yes; I belleve I must have sean the man.

0  When the conversation that you'testifiad ta‘
occurred with Mr. McEissack, was Mz, Karpéz presént with
My, Mcxiaﬁack?

A I don't believe he was.

G Do you remember*whan Mr, Harper was given &ccass
to tha a%himits prior to the receipt of the Jetier from
M. 8hib1¢y?

n  He was given aodess on that aay¢‘

Q Angd you subseguently raceived a letter?

A That's right. |

G | When Mr. Harper was glven access on that day,
do you know whether Mr. McKissack was with him during the
time be had the exhibite?

ﬂ; 1 do not know,

0 One of the Grand Jurors has asked the"faliewing

“gquestions

Are there any circumstences when a clerk nust

.gat higher authority before allo#ing anyéna o view the

exhibits?
A Yes; 1f youv are talking currently.

Yes; ougrently, today.

A . Yes, sir.
3 What are those circunstances?
A  vwhen a cass iz on appeal, when it is a gartaeular,
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slgnificant type of cazo or a case that we gonsider veguires
spacial handling, 1ike a death penaley case.

0 How do today's proceduves differ from tho

- progedures that were in existence ohe year ago?

A We were not following the proceduxes ¢f hawing
to gat permission for every casé on‘appéai;

0 You have a safe in the clerk's office, do you

noL?
A We have thzeé safes.
Are any éxhibits kept in any one of #hnaé thraa
safes? - ‘
A They are. |
Thay all contain exhibits.
0 Do esach 6f these thrée safes contain an inner
compartmﬁﬂﬁ? | o ‘ |
A - One safe has shelving and alss cantaing an inner
compartment., | |
@ = How about the other two?
A The others have numarams‘shalving,
Q Do any of those operate by way of a combination

b:% Yes, they all do..
Q  Were the Sivhan oxhibits kept in the inner

compartment of one of those safes?

A Yas, they were kept in an inner compartment and.
My, Talmachoff and myself were the ones who had the keys to
that inner compartment. '

R Was that inner gafe routinely opaﬁe&,aVary day at
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- the start of the business day?

veviewing the sxhibit review alips'in the Sirhan case of in

A I have seen the immer safe opensd ondé and I
have nevet opesed that safe myself, , |

Q is ﬁhé,iﬁn@f safe contained in the 9&fe‘3§éﬁa&“by
a2 combination oy by 4 lock?

aAr It is opened by both, a lock and combination.

s} Iz that safe routinely opened at the start of
each day's businesg?

23 Mot the inner'safe. 7

We wasd to oéen-tha csuter safs bﬁt tcéa§ that s&fe
is locksd, ' |
| . 1 sens@_from your answeor that is a recent practigey
¥ Yas; we started loocking. it because we have &
particulay éaéa that is in Department 103 at this moment.
Othexwise that safe would have beén unlocked all
day except for a padlock which is on it all day long,

Q Mr. Sours, in going over the exﬁibits in the Sirhan
case, which we haﬁa heré, we_hava noted that sone of #hﬁs@
slips have been podrly £illed eut, if they, in fact, have been
filled out ag all.

Did you ever feel the need for pericdically

any athér,case in order to make suré that they were beding
filled ﬁu;ly and properly out? |

iA No, #lr.

g Whéra are the exhibitsrviewed?

B Yﬁurmeaﬁ gbout the tables? |

0 Are exhibits viewed in areas other than a public
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persons who were viewing the exhibits would look at them at

A They areé now, yes,

Q when vag the practice changed wiﬁh ?eﬁafanéa 122
that? _ | i v |
| A First, as to the general viewing, I‘&nﬁ’t kneow
if you're asking about & particular tims oz a particular
instance but.x have been told, though I never saw it mysalf,
put I hawve S@@ﬁ teld that they have viewed exhibits in nmy
office and Mr. Talmachoff's office and in the lunch room behind
nig office. |
' Q Were you presentjon any of those cocapicns?

& Ho, sir, |

<3 There's éﬁ@tharrquasﬁéon by ‘& menber of the Grand |

Jury. : o

In your opinion, would it be pgssihia“fax anyooae
o walk out uncbserved by your employees with exhibiﬁﬁ‘t&at
you have under your care, custody and eéntrsl?

| A The possgibility thaﬁ might axist iz the tesson

that the table was. moved from the public aréa to inside the
exhibit room aréa and that table is inside inp the privats
area wheyas the exhibits are viewed. ‘

i think it%s ¢ha Zame table but it may be another
table, o ‘
But, in any event, we had a ksble thege all the
time. | | |

You xegall that the table was outgide and the

that teble that was outside and the clerks were inside the
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exhibit ?ée& and t&ey*watched them from iﬁsi&a the axhibit -
avea. | ,

He now hava'ahangad that so that the table is
inside where the same alerk; one of the clerks, could keep
an gye on the person viewing the.exhibi€s, and, td‘ﬁm&t‘ -
extant, we¢ have ilmproved £he.seau$iﬁy of the exhiﬁiﬁﬁ&'

MR, BECHT: Thank you, |
I have nothling furahex.
Oh, yes, I do. . _ X
- I notice that you have read Exhibit 54 into the
record. I -notice that déeument ig nét Gated.
Bo you kmov when that docunent was prepared?.
A Well, it was given to me today. | |
Do you want me to date it? |
THE FOREMAN: If you will.
THE WITNESS: I'm dating it 8-17-71, and I'm putting
my initials "RAS",

You know, I was a court clerk and that's how

. we were tauwght to do if,

BY MR. BECHY: 7

Q Can y6u ﬁeil.us.where you gat.thaﬁrﬁac?ment'ﬁxom?

&7 It came to me from Mr. Ned Ramsey. k

Q And can you tell us his pasiﬁiénﬁin the clerk’'s
office? , * o

A He's acﬁiaé agssistant chiéﬁ éf the juvénile,
criminal and psychiatrie division.

‘&R. ﬁECHT; I h&é@ npthing further.

iHE FéREMAﬂz 2yxyy fupther questioné?
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