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Q  Where is that from?

A Well, it is mostly intake of exhibits from the
branch courts and then the files of P.H. and destruction
of narcotics.

Q Did you know, or were you aware that your
office was concerned or involved in the handling of exhibits
in the Sirhan Bishara Sirhan case?

)\ Yes, sir,

Q Whgp did you first become aware of the existence

of the Court Order by Judge Walker?

A Which court order?

Q Well, how many court orders are you aware of?
A Two; but I only received one.

Q You say you are aware of twe orders but you

only received one court order?

A Yes,

0 When did you see the first one that you saw?
A Pardon?

0 Let me back up.

When did you first become aware that there was

a court order in existence in connection with the Sirhan
case?

A When I first started working there, because I
was given specific information concerning that subject.

Q What information were you given?

A I was told certain exhibits were closed, or no
one was to see them, and I was also told of a court order

showing that some exhibits could be seen.
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Q Was that specifically mentioned to you in connec-
tion with the Sirhan case?

A Yes.

Q All right; you were interviewed on July 16, 1971,
by two investigators from my office; is that true?

A Yes, sir.
| Q I have a copy of the transcript of that particularx
iﬁterview, and on the bottom of the first page you were
purportedly quogfd as saying that in the Sirhan case you were
not aware at thaf time, and only recently became aware of the
court order, "That there was officially a court order, but
they were changing most of the employees, and that a court

order did exist, and very few people were allowed to view the

exhibits,.”
Is that your statement?
A Yes, sir.,
Q Is it a fact that you were not aware at that

time but only recently became aware of the éxistence of the
court order in the Sirhan case?

A Repeat that gquestion, please,

Q Is it true that you indicated in the Sirhan case
you were not aware at that time, meaning the time you were
employed in the Clerk's Office, but only recently hecame
aware of the court oxder,

Was that a true statement?

A I don't understand.

There seems to be some inconsistency here,

You told my investigators that you only recently

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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became aware of the court order as contrasted today that you
became aware of the court order when you first came into the
Clerk's Office.

A When I first came into the Clerk's Office my
instructions concerning the Sirhan case was it was to be held

or to be viewed or handled different than the others.

Q You told it was to be treated differently from
the othexs? '
A YeSJ through my supervisor, Mr, Buckley, that

there was a court order -- I did not see the court order but

that there was a court order.

Q When had you seen the court order, if you had at
all?

A When the investigator. showed it to me during that
interview,

Q Now you have stated here now, as I understand it,

that you becawe aware that there were two court orders.

When 4id you become aware of the two court

orders?
. A When he advised me,
Q - Which Judge had signed that court order?
A I don't know,.
Q Did you know Mr, Harper?
A Yes,
Q Did you have anything to do in waiting on or

sexrving Mr. Harper, when he came into the Clerk'’s Office
in connection with the Sirhan case?

A You mean me?

S Y
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Q Yes, 1f you remember.

A Yes, The first time he came to the window to
view exhibits he gave me the viewing slip and I saw the
Sirhan case so I immediately went to Mr. Buckley because I
knew it had to be handled differently.

I asked him for his identification, and he went
through the regular procedure and Mr. Buckley said he was
okay, that he had been there before,

So I got the exhibits for him, and I showed him

the exhibits.

Q How do you know that was the first time?

A I don't know, but it was the first time I saw
him, .

Q Do you know the date that specific visit
occurred?

A fell --

Q Could you tell by looking.at the viewing slips?

A I think so,.

Q  All right. If you'll turn to the Grand Jury

Exhibits that are in front of you.
Thogse are photographs of the viewing slips and
they're all in sequential order there.
A No, none of these seem to be mine.
I think this one where it says 10-9-70, I think
this one is mine,
Q Is that one involving ¥r. Harper; to the best of
your racollection?

A To the best of my recollection I think this is

. " T
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mine because this is the exhibit he asked for, that he normally
asked for, and I think this is my cross mark because I

usually circle it and then cross it like that.

Q What does the circle mean?
A The circle means I checked it out.
Q That is Grand Jury Exhibit Number 22 you are

referring to?

A Yes.

Q Th% circle means that you checked it out?

A Yes;

Q And what does the cross mark across the circle

mean?

A The cross mark means that I checked it in,
You notice under identification it says, "0.K."?
What does that mean?

A That is probably Ken Buckley's "O.K."

Q - Then the first occasion, which I must assume from

your testimony is October 2, 1970, that is the first occasion
you handled Mr. Harper and was there some discussion with him
in connection with the gun? !

A Yes.

Q You notice here that the very first of the exhibidy
numbers is Exhibit 6, and Exhibit 6 is of the gun; is that
right?

A Yes,

Q And you said you had some discuésion with
Mr, Harper about the gun?

A Yes,

o o s st e g i S
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Q What digcussion was that?
A I brought him a picture of the gun, and he said

he did not want a picture, that he wanted the gun itself,

and he said that was Exhibit 6 or Exhibit 7 -~ no, I mean,

Exhibit 6..
Q © What happened then?
A So I go to Mr. Buckley and told him I couldn't

find it, and he said that I didn't look hard enough, that I
had to go back there.

Q Did you find it?

A Yes; it was in a box, but it was covered.up, .
and it was hard.to find.

Q Did Mr. Harper indicate he wanted the gun
itself?

A Yes; he said he knew it was there because he had

just seen it in the last few days.

Q That was substantially what you told my
investigators?

A Yes,

Q All right; let me call your attention to Exhibit

20, which is dated September 1, 1970, and that shows that
Mr. Harper was there.

Then take a look at Exhibit 21, which is 9-21-70,
also for Mr, Harper.

Then we come to the date of October 9, 1970, which
is Exhibit 22, where you waited on Mr. Harper.

Is it your testimony now that on October 2, 1970,

when you waited on Mr. Harper Mr, Harper told you that he had
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just seen the gun in the last few days?

A I don't remember if he sald the last few days,
he said he had seen the gun before and he knew that was -the
nunmber.

Q Did you ever see someone come in with a camera,
accompanying Mr. Harper?

A Yes.

Q I notice that brings a smile to yéur face.

Are you recalling fond memories?

A I don't know if they are fond.

Q What do you recall of the gentleman with the
camera?

A Because I was with him a long time and I got a

lot of information f£rom him,

He was an old reconnaissance pilot.-and.he explained

how the camera was to take a line photograph of the revolving
bullet.

0 How much time did you spend that particular day
looking at the ballistics evidence?

A Probably from about 10:00 o'clock to about 4:30

or at least 4:00 o‘clock.

Q Six hours?
A Yes.
Q Do you have an exhibit viewing slip for that

particular day?

A I think we do.
Q Can you look in that series that you have?
A It would some time after that, I think.
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Please check in the exhibits, please,

A Well, I see Exhibit 24, November 5, 1970,
I think that could be it,
0 Are you certain or uncertain about that?
A Uncertain.
Q Why?
A Because there are othersz from Mr, Harper after
that.
Thgge are my marks again.
Q  On Exhibit 247
A Yes. )
Q That is the date you believe he spent approxi-

mately six hours there?

A I would say ves.

Q What makes you certain they were there from
10:00 to 4:00?

A Because I think they came in quite early in the
morning and -- I know it was not late in the morning and they
stayed unti; almost closing time because I was with them all
that time.

Q Do you recall recording mentally any impression

of this man who was this reconnaissance pilot?

A He was very friendly.

0 pid he appear to be over-friendly?

A I would say he was friendly but not over-friendly.

Q You gave a statement to my inveétigators on July
17, 1971.

You recall during that statement giving them some

Y
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observations about this Hycon camera and employee?
A Yes.,
Q You said at that time:
"The Hycon Camera employee was taking the
photograph and he appeared to be friendly and
it did not ring true with him and I picked him
out as a phony."

Was that your statement?

A Yes:

Q Was‘that accurate at the time you gave it?
A Yes,

Q Now, did you have a conversation with my

investigators about the exhibits could be switched under

the situation that was going on at that time?

A Yes, I did.

Q What prompted that conversation?

‘A All kinds of things.

Q Like what?

A He brought this black bag and he said in a joking

manner he probably could; he could probably hide his little
green bottle and things like that.

Q So you felt that exhibits could be switched under
that situation as you viewad them at that time?

A It's possible.

Q Did you ever, at any time, drop any of the
balligtics evidence? '

A Yes.

Q When did you do that?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Q
is?

A

Q

, ¥ B

When Mr, Harper came to see the gun,

What happened in that regard?

I dropped one of the casings on the floor.

A shell casing?

Yes; I was confused at the difference between a
a casing.

But you have since learned what the difference

Yes:

During the time that they were taking these

photographs, were you keeping the exhibits under close

scrutiny?
A
Q
A
camera, if
some of it,
Q

A

Q

leading up to new exhibit forms and new regulations regarding

Yes.
Why was that?
Because, well, when they were folding the

they really wanted to, they could get away with

No matter how hard you looked?

Yeg; but not if you really kept looking.

Had there been several meetings of the supervisors

the exhibits?

y:

oI A« 2 -

Yes.

Was that rather recently?
Yes.

How recently?

Within the month.

Did Mr. Harper ask you if he could look at a
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bullet outside of the building?

A Yes,

Q Do you know a man by the name of Ken?

A RKen Buckley. .

Q Is there more than one Ken?

A Yes,

Q Did you have a polygraph examination on July 7,
1971, by Mr, Scarce?

y:3 Yes,

0 I have a transcript of that polygraph

examination and the conversation that took place.
I have it here and it reflects the following
conversation:

"BY MR, SCARCE: QUESTION: Has Harper asked
you to take a bullet from the Sirhan exhibits?

"ANSWER: Yes,

"QUESTION: You said no?

"ANSWER: I said no.

"QUESTION: He said he wanted to take it
out of the building?

"BNSWER: Yes.

"QUESTION: But you said no? -

"ANSWER: Yes; he said he wanted the bullet
to photograph it but Xen told him he had to bring
the equipment in there. ‘

"QUESTION: And did Mr. Harper make that
statement to you directly, that reguest to you

directly?
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{ 1 . "ANSWER: Well, Ken Bud?ley was over my
‘ "' 2 shoulder, ’\
3 "QUESTION: Tell us what happened at that
j 4 ' time.
‘ 5 | "ANSWER: I think that is the time he spoke
: 6 to me, that's the first time and he wanted to
7 ’ take it out and take pictures on the Hycon.
i 8 "Ren said, 'Ho', that he would have
g' 9 to bring ?he equipment here to get it done.”
35 10 | Thaé was the conversation with the polygraph

n operator?

é” 12 A Yes,

;‘ 13 Q Mr, Cariaga, during this time that you have

14 been in the Clerk's 0Office in connectin with the Sirhan

P
E“:, 15

16 irregularities whatsoever in connection with those exhibits,

exhibits, did you have any knowledge whatsoever of any

k3

17 1 irregularities of any kind?

s 18 A They were treated specially.
| » Q Other than that? '
20 A No.
2 Q I take it you're pretty busy down there in the

= 2 | clerk's Office on the 4th Floor?

2 A Yes,

2 .
Q Are thers times when a nunber of people come in

% at the same time and ask to see various exhibits?

26
A Yes.

. 7 Q Is it possible, then, that an exhibit custodian

28 £ . .
clerk who obtained the exhibits appdarently is reguested or may

Gam R L ed o we—
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be called away to either answer the telephone oxr to help .

someone else out, leaving no one ﬁrom the Clerk's Office

actually there when people are viewing exhibits in criminal

cases?
A
Q
A
pbssible.
0
Number 52.

Yes.,
Does that situation occur rather freguently?
Yes, we try to cover each other as much as

I direct your attention to Grand Jury Exhibit

Would you take a look at that and tell me if you

have ever seen that before?

A

Q
A
0

el

before?
A
Q

notebooks,

A

you?

It is my notebook.

It is your notebook?

Yes, from Pasadena City College.
Well, let's open up your notebook,
Is the first page your notebook?
No, sir. It suxre looks like mnine,

Have you ever seen that particular document

No, sir.

This purports to be a copy of one of the Sirhan
Does that refresh your recollection in any way?
No, I have never seen this one,

Does the name “John Christian"” mean anything to

No, it doesn't.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 -

P T Dl

e

[

ey, T

L s e o



5

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

’ - ' - 587

It does now,
0 Why does it now?
A I understand he is one of the people that viewed
the exhibits. _
0 Have you looked through each one of these Grand
Jury Exhibits here?
A Not all of themnm.
Q Could you please look through them and tell me
which ones you were involved with.
Before you do that, will you take a look at
Exhibit 24 and you will note there is no "OUT/TIME" or no
"iN/TIME“ on there. Is that right?

A Yes,
Q Is there a reason for that omission?
A At the time they were not exactly -~ they were

not strict on this procedure.
Q You say at that -time they were not strict on

this procedure?

A That's right,

Q They have been more strict on the procedure more
recently?

A More recently they are strict on the procedure,
yes.,

Q When was that they became more strict on the
procadure?

A About three weeks ago.

Q Who told you about that?

A Mx. Buckley, because there was a new form,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1 Q Let me call your attention to Exhibit 25.

s ®

i‘ 2 You will notice that doesn't have any time under

w

the "OUT/TIME" or under the “IN/TIME"?
4 A That's right.

5 0 And that was still during the period when you

- A o L

s 6 weren't being so stirct, is that right? i
% 7 A Yes. J %
: 8 Q  And the date of that is 11-16-70% !
9 A I gouldn't be sure. g
10 Q Exhibit 26, are those your markings on Exhibit ;
n | 267 o
F 12 A Well, maybe the check-in marks. *
g. 18 Q Now, let me ask you; since there are a number of %
14 i

employees in the clerk's office, have there been any instruc-

15

tions as to the use of the "X" marks or the “cross" marks or

16 the "circles®?

1 Is that standardized in any way?

18 Do they mean the same thing to each employee?

1 A . That is not my impression. I would not say so.

20 In other words, you were free to adopt whatever

2 type of markings you want for checking in or checking ocut?

N
e Ak T Ml WA M e 15 e Sobte. sy AN sk sl R 2
1 paa e sow DA

22

A Yes, but now we have a set form. !

23 {
Q That is within the last three weeks? é

24 §
A Yes, .

4

25 !
Q Are there any other of these Grand Jury Exhibit j

26
forms, these viewing slips that you are familiar with?

27 :
a I don't think so.

MR, HECHT: I have no further questions,
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THE FOREMAN: Any questions to be asked of this wiiness
by any member of the Grand Jury?
If so, please write them out and they will be
directed to the witness through the Deputy District
Attorney.
BY MR, HECHT:
0 Referring.to‘Exhibit 36, do you use brush pens

down there in the Clerk's Office, as far as the Exhibit Clerks

"are concerned? .

A We have a few.

Q Now, on Grand Jury Exhibit Number 22, you have
indicated that is Mr, Buckley's "O.K."?

- A That is correct, ves.

Q And on Grané Jury Exhibit Number 24, the exhibit
numbers seem to be circled in some kind of a brush pen.

A Yes,

Q Did Mr. Buckley ever engage in bringing in
exhibits or copies of exhibits on this occasion that you know
of?

A He may have, but I'm not sure.

Q During the time that My, Harper was there
for six hours, you remember that day, that he was there
from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., which would be six hours,

was someone else relieving you during the course of that

period?
A I think at one time I was relieved.
Q By whom?
A I'm not sure who it was.
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I think it may have beéen Winston Battla.

o For what period of time wers you relieved?

A I walkad‘away to go taktha rest poom and I
think during lunch time. -

Q Can you give us the name of the person who
relieved you? ' ’ “

A X think it Wém‘&ithér Julius or WKnsﬁan‘

Q." Wiil vou take a look at Grand Jury Exhibit ﬁum§er
52, again, ¥z, Sirhan's notebook?

A Yas.,

Q Oneg again, s0 the record is perfectly a&a&t,
have yeu»evax‘aaan that do¢ument before? ‘ |

o & ¥o, sdr. | ‘

03 . Did yeu ever'm$ﬁ what purportasd ﬁa7baiany g
Mr,'Sirhan‘é notebioks? . x

A 7‘ztig very doubtful but I can't say exactly,

Q Bid the gus@aaian,alerks‘thé&s@lves look st any

of the exhibits or any of the evidence in the Sighawn case?

A Oh, yes; the autopsy yﬁcﬁu@eé; that was one of
ﬁha £iret things thet I saw.
Q How did this come to your attention?
Was it & qui&k peek, so to speak?

. A I don't know just who was wotking at the time but
they showed to me the sutopsy plctures whén he was &in&‘qf
breaking me into the County Clerk's Office. | '

Q Were you supposed to ses any exhibita?
A tlell, they told us the exhibits were there and

nobody never said anything about not looking at them,
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I had a chance to look at the one time; we would

look at them when wa were getting them or when we Were check-
ing them in, |
| Q Were you looking through the copies of the ex~

hibits or the original exhibits themselves? ’ .

A Just what they had there,

Q Do vou kaow what customey you ware walting on,
at the time voe looksd at the exhibiﬁs? ’

A Probably Ne., Harpex.

Q Do you remenmber anyone else Who asked  for éhé
8irhan exhibits? | |

A No; Mr. Harper is the only one I dizeatiy,
brought the ezhibiis to review,

Q Do you have any knowleage cﬁ any other emy&oyees

' laaking at the exhibity in the sxxhaa ease?

T would say ves.
Who are they?
Wali, ¥ think evexyonevhés loocked at them.

0 B O

Wheﬂ you gay “everyone has locked aﬁ then”, I
senge that not ‘sveryone has waited on Mr. ﬁarpax during the
time he has coms in there? '

A Yes . | |

Q@ - Ars yéﬁ telling us that the employees just lgoked
at them out of their curiosity?

%4 - Ya®:; they would look at them, possibly, when
they were taking them for viewing or bringing thewm back in.

Q That was the only time that they had a chanes to

look at them, even though they were accessible?
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A Yes, but they don't have time.
They don't have time to just sit around éﬁé leok,
but w&an‘they bring them in and bring them back @uﬁf then
they can lock at them. | n |
The only way they con look at them is if they
come to work sarlier. I gusss théy‘cnﬁi&a‘a do that, because

the vault wouldn't be open that early.

Q. What time do you start work?y

a 8:00 o'clock. |

4] Could one look at them during his lunch houn?
A Yes; but he would be wasting his luch hour. -
Q Wall, it wonldan‘t be a waste. Tt womld be

depending on what hiz intezest was?

A Corract.

'Q When you started workihg ae an Exhibit Custodian
cla#km_eam you tell g when vou firet noticed the notation
that appdars on Exhibit Rumber‘24, and other sxhibits through-
Quﬁ‘ﬁhié éas&}‘whexe it says: ‘

' .”Ramoval of exhiblits from custody of
County Cleérk aanstitutgs a felony undex
Section 6201 Government Code.” o
:@id your supervisors éiscusa this natatﬁan with
youy B |

A I don't undegstand,

o You sme this notation that says:

"Removal of axhiblte from cuzstocdy of

County Clerk aenstitutés a falony undex

_Section 6201 Government Code®,
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and 1€ you'll just glance through the exhibit reviewing slips

there, you will see that appsars on a nuwber of those
exhibit reviewing slipsg?
A - Yes,
Q And that appsared on those e%hibit xeviawing
glips at the time you went to work?
A Yes, they did.
Q Did any of your supervisors ever discuss fhe
meaning of that notation with you?
A Well, I‘believe they said acmethinge'r
MR. HECHT: éll right; I have no further quéséians.
THE FOREMAN: Any further questions by any of the
menbers Qf the Grand Jury? - B
é@parehtly not. ' 7
i'a like to daution-you not to discuss oy impart
at any time, outzide of this ﬁuiy room, the questiéné that
were asked of you in regard to this matter, or your answers,
until auﬁhcrized.by'thié Grand Juﬁy‘or the Court t@\ﬁﬁséﬁss
or impart such matters. | _ , |
“ You williuhderstana that a ¥iolation of these

instructions on your part may be the basis for a charge

’ against you of contempt of court.

Do you understana that?
THE WITNESS: I do. '
{(Thereupon, the’witness, Benito B. Cariaéa, was then
escorted from the GrandAJuxY"Hearing'Room-by the Sergeant
At Armsf)
" MR. HECHT: That's ouxr last witness for today.
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THE FOREMAN: %hen we'll recess now and we'll mri%:.imm
with this case ozinmmday, which will be August 235:&.,
If everybody will try to be here by 9:3@; we

will seé, if we ocantt get through by the uoraing.

ALl right; mm yor all foz;.’fatayixsg ‘g0 late.

(Whereupon, an adjournment was teken until Monday,

- RAugust 23, 1971, at 9:30 A.M.)

- ~-ofg-~
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 1971
| 9:35 A, M.

THE FOREMAN: Let the record shaﬁ the Grand Jury has
reassembled dnd the cdourt reporter is present.
You may call the roll, Mrs; Secretary.
(Therasupon, the Sedretary complies with the Foreman ‘s
request,) , | : |
THE SECRETARY: Uhere are twenty Grand Jurors

‘present.,

THE FOREMAN: The record will show that twanty
Grand Jurors are presént, being the same FWeniy. prageut
since the inception of this matter.
‘ " You may procesd, Mr. Hecht.,

MR, HECHT: We'll cxll Mr. Emoxy Hatcher.

{Theretpon, the witness, Emoxy G. Hatcher, was then
escorted inte the Grand Jury Hearing Rﬁém‘by the Sergeant
At Beme,) ’ o -

EMORY &, HATCHER,
called as a witnesa befors the Grand Jury, was duly sworh as
followss "

PHE POREMAN: You do solemnly swesr that the

avidence you shall glve in this matter now pending bafora

the Grand Jury of the County of Los kngelés shall be the
tyuth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
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THE WITNRSS: ¥ do.

EEAMINATION

" BY MR, HECHT:

L Good morning, Mr. Hatcher.
Would you pieasa tell us vour present business
or ocoupation?

F Clerk, United States District Court, Centyral

Division of caiiﬁﬁr&ia.

Q Youy business address?
A 312 worth Spring Street.
3 Bow long have you oceupied your present
position? |
' A Approzimnately twventy months. 7
Q2 And priat‘ﬁgdﬁh&t tine, whé@ wag your bﬁsinass

or occupation?

& - Prior to that time % was Chief aépu&y County

@ Por hew long a period of time did you actually
work in the Clegk’s OfFfice of the émunty éﬁ Los Angples?
B Prom approximately 1352, I pelieve.
Q Now, caﬁ you tell us what your various job titles
weve, prior to the time you became Chief Deputy? ,
) Yaz., I was in the Sheriff's Dgpartmemtnand 1
took a Civil Sarvicg examination for court clerk; that is a

courtroom Deputy to a Judge.
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- Justice and I vas gx@msted to Assistant Chief of the Criminal

'think you would need in this matter, do you recall a meeting

" e sl € e v Lo
A s M ) R A R T L N s M A L
‘ L . T R S 2 ST N TR
N . 2 Y L, L. L el o L ea R NPT AR ,

I held ﬁhat position for approximately a year
and & half‘an& during that period I had relieved in the
paychiatric Courts and the Juvenile Courts &nd I was asked &o
go oveyr to the Juvenile cmuxts-ta zeozganiza the Clerk's .
Office of that court, so I headed up the Juvenile saﬁtian,
which was then a section of tHe Criminal pivision.

Fyom thit point on I went to the Criminal Division
which was then lovated hexe Qﬁ the &th FPloor of ths Hall of

&lviaian. _ |
o) Wno was the Chief at that time?'
A: At that timm cﬁcil J. Imskin was tha Chief,

wx, Laskin waa pramoka& to- Chief bDegpuby caanty Clerk, and I
fel&awe&.aim into that posibion of Chief of the Divisien.
Then when he was retired I was pnamaﬁwﬁ’ﬁa'
chiéf*aegugy, and I think that was in 1961, and I‘h&i&_ﬁ&aﬁ
pagitiuﬁ\fbr appféximately edght yea;s;
| Q | During the time you were in the Clexk's Office,
and specifically during the time you were Chiaf Daputy County
elsyk? &id‘yhg‘beeoma agguainted with aﬁﬁ»qet to know
Mr, Peter J, Talmachoff? o
A vas, I did.
@  We ave intexested during the course of this
investigation in finding ovt about the handling of tha
exhibits vhich were introduced in #he 8irhan case,

Just to give you a brief eriéntaﬁian, which I

that was held in the chambers of the Assistant Presiding Judge,
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at that time Judgs Charles A, xariﬁg, at the cobclusiocn of

_the Sirham casa?

Q " Do you recall when that meoting otourred?
A Well, let's ses, I've been gone aeatly e

years, and I took a deferred retirement $n Decsasher '68,
so that was over two years ago -- from two to bhres yoars
age, I would say.

3 Would the date May 16, 1963, refresk youm

racollaction?
A I'm sure that vas it.
0 Will you tell us the circungtances le&éiﬁg up Lo

your being pzwaaat at that mﬂating?

A Az I reeall, Judge Waikar taiaphone& the office
of Mr. Sharp, and 1 believe at that time Mr, Sharp was abssat,
an&_af cauxsa‘ha then asked for me, becaﬁﬁe,ﬁ 3eii$ve& in his

absénce, and he asked me to attend the naeting, which was

’ zal&ﬁivé £o ﬁha gegurity 0f the @%&ﬁb&t@.a?jﬁ&glegaaiﬁsﬁéﬁ of

the ease.

g Can vou tell us whethar or not you a@ni&cmea

,Mt’ ?almachoff to attend that meeting, or whethey t&aﬁ aontaet

wag in&apén&@ntly‘af your own persdnal knowledge?
A I'm sure, I don't raecall exactly, but I'm sure

I would have asked anyone concerned with the exhibits to be

present at the meeting, and, ag I recall, ¥r. Talmachoff and

Alice Nichikawa were present at that meeting.
Q We have a transcript of the procesdings during

that confereance, Mr. Hatcher, which has besn introduced into
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from the absente you made reference to?

| unusual and not routine, but I nay not have, depending on

evidence.

In any evant, 1t is oux und@rstanding that a8 few
days after the meeting in Judge Loring's chambers, Judge Walkes
issued 3 eourt order in conhection with the care and hendliing -
of the exhibits,

Bo vou wvecall that faet?

A I'm sure that he 4fd because, as I recall, it was |

reported, because uspally when I atiend a conferenve T would
nake a wemorandun of thé gonference if it was ﬁmt‘zeybfﬁéﬁ.
. ginee it was veported I probably did not make a
memoranduin of the coﬁfeténéaau '
o xnei&entaily, when did Mr. Sharp roturn?
A - I believe hé was bn vacation or opt of the olty
for a ﬁ@w days ., | |

of In any event, do you ¥ervall Mz, Sharp retursing

A I veally don't zecall,
_ Q Do you recall when that was within a Qaek or t@c
ar—ﬁhxae weéks from the date of th&,meetiné?

A& Ne, I really don't. .

Q In any event, did you have cucasion to communicate
to Mr. Sharp upon his return, the fact of the maating and
the contents of the discussion that took place in chambers?

A 1 would think that I would.

I always try to keep him informed of anything

that transpires during his absence that was in any way

the pressures at that time.
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Q | Well, would it be fair to say that the Sirhan

case, Insofar as the operation of the Clerk's Office and

the evidence that the Clexk's Office was called upon to handle,|

would be a xeasonably‘impofﬁant case?
A Most certainly, ves. ,
Q That meeting éhat was held in Judge karing;s J

- chambers is not a euétomary procedure, is it?

A No, no, very unusual, I woulé say.

Q I take it you would attach some degrea of
importance to what wag said during the conversation in -
Judge ching g chambers?

A Absgolutaly. ,

é Do you have any recollection of telling Mg Shaip
about the fact of the meeting and the subsequent court ordex
ﬁhatJWas\issuea by Judge Walker? L |

A I honestly don't have any recollegtlon that I

I may have, but I just don'‘t remember,

0 Do you recall any convérsation from Mr. Shayp to

1 you in connection with the handling of the Sirﬁan éﬁhibits,

between the time of the meeting in‘&ddge Loring®s chambers
and the time you left the Clerk's Office to go acréoss the
stréet‘fo the Federal Court? ‘\ |
A Between‘the'time -~ would you repeat the qﬁestioﬁ?
MR, HECHT: May we have the question read?
THE FOREMAN: Yes.
(The pending question is read, as follows:

"QUESTION: Do you recall any conversaticn

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘Trom Mr. Sharp to you in comnection with the
handiing bf the Sixhgn exhibits, h@twe@ﬁ the
time of the mecking in Judge Loring's ghambezs-"
and the time you left the Clerk's Officé to go
across the mtyset to the Federal Court?®)

@HE‘Wx?%ESSx No, ¥ don't.

' BY MR, HECHT:

¢} Now, was Mr. Talmachoff chief of the gximinai‘
division at the time of the meeting in Judge Loring's

. chambeayrs?
A Yag, . ~
0 Was it your expéctation that any conversation

relative to the duties of the Clerk's Office ﬁhatnwﬁg
articulated at that meeting would be handled by M&.'@axmaéhoﬁf

. rathey *hap you porsonalily? |

A Oh, yés, indeed, yes,

@  Why is that?

a Because he was immédiately respanéibie:far‘thé
ax&minal”aivisiana ' - s

Q' . Do you reeall whether or not you ma&¢~any checks
with #¥, Talmaéchoff to make sure he was luplementing the

| conveérsation in chambers and the subsequént court order?

A I'm sure I did. I've been vary concerned about

| the handling of ths é¢ximinal exhibits sinéa~l§53 and in every

budget request that was presented on behalf of the criminal
division, then and after I $ecame chief deputy, I tried to
stress the importance of the criminal exhibits,

We didn't have adegquate storage. We didn't nave
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adequate personnel ¢o take care of the exhibits.

The personnel that we had was not classigied
proparly. The way that wé were storing them was not propag.
' We invariably made a case for the improvement
for ths exhibit section, but we were consistently turned down
until approximately the time that I left. |
I stavtad a exasaifi@atién sﬁudy'andhraquaated &
classification study and had déne that fox years. x,aaa
reguasted that there be a classification study by the
Personnel Department of tiie people haridiing the exhibits and
before ¥ left they finally r@claasifmé& themn inte various
types cf exhibit custodians at a highar salary.
' These new people wex&‘going ta cameiin and be

appointed to this position when I left,

Then about 1968 I brought in a management trainde |

by the name of John Walker who holds some position now with
the Criminal Division, &anéd he was to look into the eatire
exhibit problem and make recommendations as to the handliing

. of the exhibits.

These things were started before I left.
x'm.sﬁxefthexa have been improvements,

I will say that it was a huge problem, a tre-

 mandcus_§reb1am.7

FPiom the time I first went tﬁere‘we had about
5,000 oximinal filings & year. I think when I left thare was

v a7 e e ks

Nomme A e omtam oa

i g e

e i

about 35,000 or 40,000 ceses and it is 2 tremandous wamhmmiwij

problam,
The ehief administrative office finally realized

rmvsraont moianr  dmeata  iis mmt PR e ST D SR homat ret wmepens
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| testimony -- let ws~§iv&-gou»sama b&akgz§un& ag to this

 ,maﬁ§®r¢

| been inﬁxaﬁﬂ@e& im the trial and, thaxefere, had come into %ha
pousesaion and care of the Clerk's Qfﬁica after the tyial.
'_wath respect to the paﬁkaging of the. criticai exhibits and I
‘that these exhibits would be packaged.

'r‘eﬁforts‘aﬁ wake sure that the r@ae&mﬂnﬁgtidns of ehe‘&garing

' ware £é11QWea‘t&r@ugh, particularly in this expectation by -
' Judge Walker? |

'that aaul& be locked within cartain storage arseas,

4 . g AR
[RIRETTEN G- S ‘5“"3’4‘“{»‘5}"", ‘g.‘w f‘?’
T T

that it is a problem, a treménéaua problen,
0 Let mo ask you this, Mr. Hatcher, Judgs Walker
has testified eariier in this proceeding end my memory of his

: Y@ﬁ vecall the meeting ﬁhﬁﬁ‘wat heéld in Guagé
Loring's ahambers Was concerned with tha evi&@nae thae hmd

Buxing that meeting & number of things wore gaid
Can you tell us if vou ma&e any pﬁzsanai

Z - That fhey would be pa@kage&?

¢ Xes,

A We have very few facilities whereby eahibits eoul&
even be lamkﬁd in within certaln storage areas.

I believe aomﬁrazrangamaats were made to store

them in locked cabinets within the storage vault areas.
. I don't even know at the present time where it
was stored. o )

I do know that we had provided certain cabinets

Q That would relate to the stazage az the @%cx&giag

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 -
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of the exhibiits?

A Yes.
Q - I have in mind and my guestion yoeés as o the
packaging, at least of the oritical exhibits.
A No, that was ‘not &onp unless som&thlmg was
speciﬁiéglly ordered sealed by the Court,
| If that was done it would have been ylac&d in

gome sort of 2 coutalner and astually sealed with soma sort

of tape and then placed in an appropriate place.

2 ° Do you recall any conversation between wvourself
and Mr. Talmachoff after the meeting in Judgeée Loring's
chambers in conmection with the court's artiauiatian.af,itg
desire to have cexrbain axhibits gpecially p&akaqe&?

E X aan'ﬁ racall anything, partieulaxly fal&owing
the mesting,

| X weﬁ&ﬁ have &&écuséed the meeting with &&iéa and
?ete, | | | |

@ When you say “aliﬁa“, you mean ﬁlﬁca»&iahikawa?
A Yes. | |
Q And when vou say "Pede", ygulme&n Petér'ﬁ.
Talmachofe? | |
| A Yas.

MR, HECHT: I have nothing farther of this witness.
THE FOREMAN: Are there any questions to be directed
to this witness by‘amy member of the Grand Jury?
If so, please wyrite them out and they will be
dizected to the witness through the Deputy Distriet

Attorney.
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BY MR. HECHT'

Q Did it ever come to your attention that the

1968 Grand Jury at the end of theiyr term had an audit réport
that was part of the Grand Jury Repoyt, m&k&ng.xefgxenaa.te

_the function and dubies and responsibilitics of the C@ﬁnty

Clerk's Office?

A | Yes, certainly.

Q And as you sit heres now, do you recall the
specific findings by the Grand Juzy and the recommnendations
nade by that gsame Grand Jury? 7

A Not spseifically. I do know that the Grand Jury

- was concerhed sbout the handling of the exhihit§ and I do know
that we had taken many steps to txy to rectgify the situation.

Q . The guestion submitt&d by one of the Grand Jurore
gaes on to ask: 7
. What steps do you recall were présently taken in
regard to the Grand Jury's Report and recomsendations?

a We obtained new space. I was instrumental in

obtaining sPacé.in the old Munioipal cgurtiﬁaildiﬂg, next to

this building.

There wepe two large areas and we ade arvadge-

"wments that those dodwys be secured more securely and the windows

to the spaaa be alsd ggcured.

There was no prime spade availamle and that was
Just the best that we could get.

We obtained one other émaller‘érea, oné snail room
as I recall, in the basement to the Hall of Justice and I'm

gsure that was the result of the Grand Jury's recommendations.
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"for a form of improvement of the exhibits in tha'aximina;,

‘the regquests,

I also designated lr. Walker and aallea him in
88 a managoment traines to work on this problew but actually
I had hean aware of the problem fox years.
Also, the raél&ssification of the exhibit
handlayrs arose out of that, or maybe it was spurred aleng
by the Gand Jury recommendation.
4] Let me ask yvou this guestion, By, ﬁatmhér,
What provisions wére made, if vou kna&,wtﬁ have
coﬁtinual instruction and indoctrination fbr the 5sw exhibit
handlers oy exhibit custodian clerks, when this new olassifica-
tiqn“had been approved?
b4 I don't recall when it was approved. I don't think
that any of them had been filled before I teft,
‘ T think it was about the time I left that the
positions were filled.

Q . vay do you believe that your gontinual requests

division were not aecepted‘and why were these luprovVemenits
s0 late in coming?. |
A' Well, wa go through a regular budqet Process.
| Bach division must submzt a budget reguest to the
ahief deputy county clerk.

Hé meets with the Chlef of the divigion and reviews

I haé. mat with Mr, Talmachoff and others in the
division that had any knowledge of what was reguested and
certainly having been chief of the oriminal division I knew

what the situation wasg.
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1 brﬁﬁght up what I felt was needad in.ﬁha
criminal division and wa made the proper budget reguest.
?hen.iell&wing this procedure, we then wrote
the budget request which went to the chief administrative
office. . |
0 pid fou incazporaﬁa what you have‘ﬁust made
referendg to in your bﬁﬁgeﬁ tegquest?
A Yes, I was alway partiil to the criminal
divigion, that waé my baby, you kmow., |
Then the buﬁgét,ana&yst from the chief a&ministéﬁw
tive office would come over and we would spend maybe.a‘weak or

s0 reviewing all of these requests and, of course, there were

& number of things that were going on in the chief administra-

tive offige in the area of personnel.

The pensonnel department would have to review

‘“this end pass upon %ﬁeuxeguaat'an& also upon the reclagsifica~

tion afraiviaiqns and it simply took somé'ﬁime‘far them to
come around to it. | E
Q When you say "we", who do ybu-mean?
A well, nyself, Mr. Taimachoff aﬁ& Mx. Shatp aind
the other @eopie involved,
. The problem, the whole problem; if I may speak
freely -
¢ Yes, I invite you to do go.
A As I sae it, it is a tretendous warehousing
problem and I was always concerned with it.
I don't know Qhather these people or the Grand

Jurors have seen the physical storage areas, but they are
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inadeoquate and they always have been inadaguate,

The handliing of the exhibits has always béen
inydaqnaﬁa, |

Most of the axhibits come in pri@r o the trial
and they are very important bacause the condition of the
partionlar exhibits can determine guilt ox innocence.

- In my opinion they com& in, and most of then cous
in ?riwr to the trial snd they should be handled maré
carefully and wore emphasiz should be plaaed on their
handiing. -

They ghould be sealed in sume vay. Th@z@ are all

sortz of paakaging available on the market teaay, &s Fou know,

booguzé Lf yen buy groceriss y@n can hardly open them up.

There have been these advances in t&e area of
plastics and I think these exhibits shoula.be aaalea 80 that
ahezm won‘t be any chang@ in their ennéztman.

xa“ﬁmis state I beligve that exhiﬁits are a 9Lbiiﬁ
record~-~ unfortunataely. ,: |

I &bn‘t-khink they should be a public record, at
least until the tyrial is avef‘and the gexﬁ@a.iﬁfcaaﬂ&ated,‘ 4
baliava at least untdl that time that access to E&@?exhibiﬁs
should be restzicteﬂc ‘ : ‘

I don't thisk anyone ought ﬁn view these axhibits

without a prior order of the vourt.

o How do veu handle it in the Federal Court across
the strest?
A You can bat your bottom dollar that I yeviewed the

Federal procedures and we ave more careful, but we only have
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10 p@ic&a§ of the volume that Los Angeles Couhty has.

Portunately we have the personnel to handle
them properly and we have them all in Vagitsfwith vary
limited aceess and we could not let people sgé them without
an ﬁxéar of court.

We ¢an do it because we don't have the veluma.

o Do you know how many félony cesas are filed

thirough in&ictm&nt or through any mtherjpxacess in the
Pederal Courts. ' |

A "Well, I can't say throughout the eauutry Thare

are 93 Distriots and our district has about 3,000 a vear.

g  And you are one of the busier officesy -

A - -Yas, we're about the second largestin ths
c@ﬂnﬁxy‘ | | | 4

Q What I'm suggesting is that Los Angeles County

files move felony cases each yesr than the entize ﬁait@&
States Federal Jurisdiction handles? o
A T don't Know the figuxes, but it would approach
them, I an suxa. |
@ In the table of organization where did yeu stand
ag it relates to Mr. Talmachoff's present position?
Kéze is a chaxt,

You will notice that we have the County Clerk up

| here and then we have the Chief of the criminal Division, that

is Mr. Talmachoff, and it is my understanding yon were right
beheath the County Clerk in the Chief Daputy pcsition?
A That's correct; but I will say thers has been a

¢hange since I have baen Chief beputy. New they have an
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1 dsgistant Chief Deputy.
. 2 . Theve ave five major divisions who had chioefs
3 that repﬁrﬁ directly to ﬁhé Assistant Chief Bﬁputy ox the
4 Chief Deputy now,.
5 @  One of the guestions asked by ona of the Grand
6 Jurezs is, ﬁa yau have any informakion on whethér‘your
7 suguestdd reclassification of exhibit cuséﬁé&&n élerks has
8 imprdved the caliber of steh personnel?
9. A 1 would say yes, although 3 don't have any
10 actual knowledge but I'm certain that the caliber of the
BRI p@xaaanei would Improve -- evanranly‘bgcausa the parsonnel
2o wbulﬁ gtay longei,
13 Wow, they are getting better salaries and thare
e is a greater incemtive to go up the ladder of premsti@n‘
@ ®1 @ One of the Grand Jurers aam the fomwmg
‘ Qﬂéstiéﬁt | |
17 Do you have any reason or do you recall any

® | zeason for not specifically checking to make sure that Mr.

19 Talmachoff carried through with all the suggestions and

20 recommendations made during the conference in Judge Loving's
- I chamber?

2 A I may have.

% I really don't have any recollection; it's been

% guite a long time ago.

” Q One of the Grand Jurors asks the following

% quastion:

a Are you personally & good friend of ix,. Sharp*s?

. % b} We have never socialized ezcspt at official

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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funcetions through the office.
Q

quastion: |

One of the Grand Jurors asks the following

To your knowiedge, how aativé iﬁgmx. Sharp in

a&m&nistexing and reforsing his Gepartment?

A

¥ think Mr, Sharp ies interssted in reform,
He let me pretty well zun the depareuent from

a business point of vigw,.

Q

You understand the question is not "how

interested? but "how active®.

A

Q

May I have the quastian again?

Yas,

the guestion is:

How aptive is Mr. Bharp in administering and

refbrming his éepartm@nt?

a“

Q
A
Q
A

I would say dédrsasingly active in réoent years.
Why?

Why?

¥es, sir.

Well, I think he had a good de&l)af‘coniﬁaénaa“in

I feel that he felt that I 4id espscially well in certain areas

because I am a lawyer and he was not a lavyer.

T think I understood some af‘tha'things that he

didn’t understand and could hetter lmplement the changas but ha

was a good boss and I kept him informed of the most important

depar mnﬁ .

Q

and &igﬁiﬁicaﬁﬁ wpatters that cccnrred while I was running the

Who replaced you when you laft the Clerk’s Office?

il 0
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A Mr. Cabell.

0 Was Mr. Cabell one of the chliefa of the
divisions in the Clerk's Office?

A He wams not,

0 4Was he in the Clerk's Office when you ware
Chief Deputy?

A No,

Q Can you tell us how it was that Mr. Cabell was
brought into the Clerk's Office, as distinguished from
promoting somecne within the department to the top position
of chief deputy, if vyou know?

" A I really don't know.

ds I recall, it was an opan competitive
examination, open to the entire county at large and I
understand that a number of péople within the County Cierk's
office applied for the position and were interviewed.

This was a change bscause Mz, Luskin cama from
within the departwment as, of course, I did,

| Mr. Sharp held the position prior to that and
I believe he was administrative assistant prior to his being
promoted to chief clerxk,

,9 - One of the Grand Jurors asks the following
question:

During your administration, during your tenure
as chief deputy in the Clerk's Office, you testified in
subgtance you had some differences, perheps even difficulty,
in putting matters in order. Do you think that the people

that followed you, or do you have any information in that

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ragard as to whether the people that followsd you had the »ame
problam, such as MNr. Caball?

A Ko, 1 really don't know. I have kapt'aﬁntact
with them and I've gone to lunch with some of them
occasibnal_ly and I'm certainly interested as to some of the
reforms that were instituted prior to my leaving but ican't

really answer that spedifically,
Q Mr, John Walker, whom you in&icat&d you brought

in, and I'm referrxing to another guestion by a Grand Juror,
did he do the job you anticipated that he_&oulﬂ do? |

A Prior to my leaving I though; that John had done
an excellent job. I parsonally inspected some Of the ereas
that the Grand Jury hae been cConcerned with and I noted a
marked lmprovemsnt.

He had locked into many heretofore unexplored
areas and came up with some excellsnt recommendations and
some of tham would have bean expensive to implement.

\ Packaging all those exhibits would be a tremendou
proposition, but I think it has to be done.
‘MR, HECHT: I have nothing further.
TBE FOREMAN ¢ Any further questionﬁ?

Apparently not,

I don't feel that I have to admonish you concern-

ing the secrecy of your tastimony before the Grand Jury

TﬁE WITKESS: Not at all.
THE FOREMAN: I don't think so,
Thank you for coming in.

{(Thereupon, the witness, Emory G.‘Ratcher, was thon
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esgcorted from the Grand Jury lUearing Room by the Seryeant
At Arms.} |

MR, HECHT: Mr., Hall.

(Thereupon, the witness, Dale P. Hall, was then
escorted into the Grand Jury Hearing Room by the Sergeant

At Arms.)

DALE P. HALL,

called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn
as follews: |

THE FORE.:AN: You do solemnly awa&i that the evidence
you shall give iﬁ this mattexr now pending before the
Grand Jury of the County of ILos Angeleé shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so halp
you God?

THE WITNESS: I do.

EXAMINATION
BY MR. HECHT: |
Q | Mr, Hall, what is your business or ccaupatioh,
sir?
A I'm a Criminal Custodian Clerk.
Q flow long have you been in the County Clerk's
Office?
A Ywo and a half years.
0 puring all of the two and & half years that you

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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have’wnrﬁcea in the Clerk's 0f£fice have #worked hem‘ on tha
sth Floor of this building?

A Yes.

Q fave you been concarned during that priox peried

of time with the handliing of exhibits?

A Ko, I have not. |
Q What did you do bafore you &ia tﬁat?'
A Well, I worked in the Criminal Racgrag.seczigntA”

for approximately nine months.

Q All right; how much time have you been’
a Criminal Exhibit Cdstodian? |

A Oh, it will be & yeay in septeﬁﬁar.

Q #r. Hall, your office:has 5ubmitte&-appraximateiy
10 guestions to you and v&rieus other custodian clérks a
nunber of weeks ago and tﬁay havaﬁguyplieﬁ ﬁé with é type~
written list of qﬁé@tiané,anﬁ what purpgrﬁérta be y@ﬁx
answars ., |

Will you take a icok at these guestions and

angwers and tell me if yéﬁ recognize if those are your answers
to those guestions?

A Which onaes?

Q I think your answers may have b@gnwty§&wgiﬁten

by the-¢lerk’m Office,

A ‘ Okay.
Q Thege are your answeré?
A Yes, |
Q ALl right; will you please note Question 4,

"What spscial inetructions were given in regard to viewing the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘Sivhan cage axhibits?®

2nd your answer was, "None that I recull”,
Right.
Was that a correct statemept on your pare?

Yes.

Lo B "

all right, questién Wumber 9.

Do you remenbey anything unusual or different

or special, the way the emhibits,‘meaniﬁg the Sirhan éxhihits¢g5

were stored, handled or I guess the word is viewed?®
Y@ur afngwer la:
”Yes, the aumber of gantl&mbn viewmag the
exhiblts were five or more, That, to me, was unu@ual,
Was %hat cﬁrzact?
A Yas.
- G When you say give or more, Go you wedn that on
occasion there would be more tham five or more pecple at
a time? | |
A | Yes.
. in one instance there was five or more
padple vi@wing the exhibit. '
Q Thare was one time,ﬁhare wexe five or moys people
viewing the exhibit?
A ¥es,ﬁ
Q . Had you brought out certain éxhibitQ for these

peop&e‘ta view?

A No, ¥ don't think I did.
Q How @id it come to your attention?
A I was just working in the section. We have other

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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duties and I happenad to notlce &ll the people around, whiag
was very unusual, ‘

They were ocutside the gsaction with phogaéraphy =
aquipment, and I'm not certain who they were, but the whole

side of the office was lit up.

Q 0id vou see that just in passing?

A No. |

0 You ceame out and you ware wondering what was
going on?

A Yes.,

0  pid you see any other personnel from the Clerk's

Office in the same group that was looking at the exhibits?

A Well, at the time we had a viewing desk cutside
of the séctian and & person would watcﬁ from inside the window
and Qbsérve vhat was going on.

0 Did you see any obsaervations being mads of the
people watching the exhlbits?

A It was, we always, I or others, watching what is
going on. But with that many people I would say it's gquite
difficult. There were filve people standing arcund the
exhibits,

Q DO you know that they were exéminig the exhibits
in the Sirhan case?

A I think they were because one gentlemﬁn I had
given the exhibite to before for him to view and he was out
there and I assumed it was the Sirhan caze,

Q hnd the rest of your answer ig, referring back to

the portion of the answer supplied by me:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"Alsc the entire corner was lighted with photo

lighting equipment.”

. Is that a correct statement?
A Yes.
Q Would it be fair to say that this appeared to be
a big production, you couldn't avoid seeing it?
A Yes.
Q While youn were walting in the waiting rooem did

my associate bring out to you these exhibit viewing forms?

A Yes.,

Q bid youiselect just one?

A Yes. |

Q You recall having some connection with this

Grand Jury Exhibit Number 167

A Yes.

Q How do you know you had some contact with that
exhibit? |

A Well, I can see the time in and the fime out,

and that is my writing and my inltial by the time in.

Q Referring to the initials "D.H." by "IN/TIME"
on this Exhibit 16?2

A Yes.

o And thaﬁ deals with a man by the name of
Ted Charach?

A Right.

Q Can you tell by looking at that review form you
were the person that actually brought the:exhibits to

Mr, Charach or the copy of the exhibits, whatever he looked

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A No, I didn't because I checked it back:in.

At the time one person would check the exhibits

out and another person would check the exhibits in.

Therefore, I can't be sure looking at the form --
I could have checked the exhibits out but there are no
initials put on there.‘
u I sea,
Can you tell me what your best mambry'is-as to
why these forms weren't filled out in th@ir;entirety?
I'm npot looking for fault on your part; I would

just like to find out why.

A Well, just the lack of follow-through.

Q " What do you mean by “"lack of follow-through"?

A ‘ Lack of follow-through of the cowplete procedure.
' Q - Did you ever have any instructions from —-

A I might say st one time we were told to use the

forms completely and then latey on it was completely changed
whare the procedure was changsd and then we wers told to f£ill
out the forms complately. |

1] pid someone say you didn't have to £411 them ocut
completely any more?

A No one told us specifically, I guass; sverybody
just slacked up on it. |

Q I gae.

Have you ever received any instructions from

Mr. Talmachoff oxr any of the supervisors on the 4th Floor

of tha Clerk's Office, 23 to how a request to see the Sirhan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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axhibits would be handled by yourscif?
A No, I 414 HG@.

Q Have you 1¢okeﬁ at any of tha doaaments iﬁ the

VSirhan guiéa envelope?

A You're referring &o thu viewing frﬂmﬁ, et

cetera, thinqs like that?

Q. Anything that may appear in there?
A ¥ have seen the guide envelopz, yes,
Q pid you sver see Judge Walkezr's Court Qyder in

that gulde envelopae?

A Re, sir.
o You see, wea ha& to pall the white siiw to Verify
the exhibits when we check them back in,
' 3 How would you, if, for xastaﬁ@é, there was a
speaial'ease that reqvire& unique handling, like the Sivhan’
case. how wouid you knew~abeut that?

A Well, the first time I did har&le it théra was

oneé gentiemsn that axways came in, and averything‘was te ha

t&ﬁerrad #6 the supezviaoz the first time.

9] Who was that?

A ¥z, Buckley.

g - Go ahead. |

A Ha would alwaya gay -- that one guyiqame in about

three or four times a week, and he would say, "Let him see the |

exhibits.®

So evérybody was taking it for granted that the
exhibits could be viewed,
" Q Are yau talking about the original exhibiﬁs?
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A Right:; to my knowledge.
Q Showing you Exhibit Nusber 47. Do you recognize
the man? ’ |
A . That's vight, I think he had on glasses when I
saw him, o |
@ . That wag the one that ypu say was &Qming»in about

twics a week?

Y appr@ximately thrae o two times a week, he would
cmme in and view the exhibits. |

Q When he waui&,ba there, and somebody was getting
ths'exh$b1ts,‘wouid you know what he wanteé to gee, or would
he have to £ill out a form? |

A I'm guite sure he £4lisd out & form. That

| picture looked Iike him, but he had glasses onm, -

Q . Bo you remamber a day in which that gﬁntxaman

and othexa were theve yhaﬁ@gxaphing and taking giﬂﬁureﬁ?

A - Yasm,

Q . You vamembey that day?

A Righﬁ;_ | |

Q' Those pecple weyve not being watched ﬁp‘aﬁy‘g:eaﬁ

extent, wore they?
| A They wére being watched. Buckley Baid there were
five people standing around and there was all the confusion
and that' s why we had to watch then.
Q Do you recall having an interview with me, a5 a
matter of fact, on Wednesday, June 9, 19?1¢ in the District
Attorney's Of£fice?

A Yes.
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Q .
was taking down everything?

A

Q

A
Q

Do you remenbar there was a reportexr thexe who

Yesg.
And theye was a tape vecordsr going?
Yeog, '

T have had a transcription made of our conference

and Y wnuld itke to invite your attentioh to Page 6, Line 21,

oy 1at‘s ] to Page 6, Line 14.

you do?

The guestions ara by ma.

"QUESTION: . What was s#id and whas &id -

*aHAWER: X think onos or twice I saw it.

"OUESTION: ILet's sae, There was a group

of p@eﬁla out there that were phaﬁmcgg&inqioxr

taking pictuges?

"ANSWER: They had the cameras, all tha%

sort of thing.

SOUEBTION: You wera agtually watehihg tham

an& what they were doing?

YANSWER: Hot to anmy great extent.
"NOESTION: What do you mean by that?
"ANSWER: HNot Jjust standing the wholes tinme

they wére out there,

e would see them for a while and then

'3amaane elgse wonld ba thaxe,

*OUBSTION: What do you mean '‘somneone ¢lse

would be theve'?

ThuEWER: Like I would stand there and a
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parson would relisve ne,

"QUESTION: Why would a person relieve yoéu?
"AMSWER: Well, we have our dutias around
there, the whole thing wouldn't be devoted Lo one
individual. The phone would ring énd we had to do
gome other jobd. ' | ,
NOUESTION: Is it possible the phone was
ringing and you had to see someone slue and so .
there would be nobody there with tham watching the
_axhibits? |
MANSWER: That is possible.”
' Is that a correct answer? |
A Yes.
Q New, I notiee you pulled out just one of the
exhibit review slips. | | _
. | That was Grand Jury Exhibit &ﬁmbéx 16;a#@ we
asked you about that. | | |
Now, @an you recall waiting on other people who
ware there to see the Sirhan evidence? | |
A Actually that's the only persen I rwecall.
That gentleman here, that's the only psrson I
can xemewber.
Q Was it ever brcughm to your attention by the
people you worked for, your supaxvisors, that a court oxder

was needed by anyone who wanted to see any of the original

"exhibits in the Sirhan case?

A Not prior -~ no, not until this investigation.

¢ = Mr, Hall, can you give me any assurance that during
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