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' xapid than noxmal.

hand. Kennedy ‘then took his wife's hand and clasped it

between his hands. Kennedy grimaced in pain but very quictly

lay on the floox in obvious discomfort. Several times he

rmoaned, “Oh, Ethel." Occasionally he moved his hips and legs

to a more comfortable position. Thexe appearxed to be no

impairment in this respect. According to Dx. Abo, the only

neurological evidence of damage was to the right eye. During

the fifteen minutes that Dr, Abo attended the Senator, the

only méaical function'perfqrmed was to keep the wound bleeding;
the theo;§ being to prevent the formation of a clot which .

would causc intracranial«pressure and intexnal hemorr@aging.
br. Abo prevented ot@er individuals from aEtemgting external

heart nmassage and mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. '

Dr. Marvin Esher arrived aftex Dr. Abo and at first belicved
that Kenneéy had sustained a carxdiac arrest. He ébserved his
left eyelid closed, right eyelid open with the eyeball slightly
deviated to the rxight. Kennedg was not alert, semicomatose

an& in critical condition. There was no visiblé novement in
Kennedy's chest. Dé. Esher checked fér & heartbeat and found

his pulse good, stroné but very rapid. There was no excessive

flow of blood from his head wound.

»

Dr. Ross Matthew Millexr rushed upstairs to the kitchen in

‘response to the appeal for doctors; howevex, the pantxy doors

He managed to pass and

saw Senator Kennedy lying on the f£loor with blood about the
head.

wexe blocked by hotel security:guards.

He checked Kennedy's pulse and found it strxong but‘more

Thexe were othex doctors in attendance at .

N
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Kenhedy's side, so Dr. Miller attended Paul Schrade and Ixwin

Stroll.

pr. Roland Dean pushed his way through the crowd that suxxounded

Kennedy and saw that he was being trcated by other doctoxs. He

_left and attended Mrs. Elizabeth Evans in -the ballroocm.

Kennedy Taken to Rece;ving Hospital by Ambulance

Anbulance Unit G-18, driver Robexrt Hulsman and attendant Max
Alma Behrmann, was dispatched from Central Receivinglﬂospital
at 12:18 a.m., and arrived at the hotel at 12:23 a.m.; covering
the distance of 2.2 miles in five minutes. At the hotgl!they
wexe directed .to the second f£loor aqd told that Senatox Kennedy
héd been shot. Behrxmann was unable to oben his first-aid kit
becauge éhé crowd was jammed arouné Kgnnedy. Kennedy was
placead on a stretcher By the ambulance crew and by Dr. Abo.

The stretcher was wheeled from Ehe'kitchen accompanied by Mrs.
Kennedy and Bill Barry. The scene at the ambulanée was -chaotic
as;individuals attempted to board the ambulance. People were
crowded around the ambulance, and Hulsman left the cab on two '
occasions to relock the dooxs which were being opened by the

crowd.

Bill Barry, Waxren Rogers, and Hulsman the drivex, were in the
cab. In the rear of the ambulance aécompanying the Senator

wexe Mrs.lKennedy, attendant Max Behrmann, Fred Dutton, and

Mrxs. Stephen Smith. Beﬁrmann began asking Mrs. Kennedy guestions

for notations in his medical book. Mrs. Kennedy grabbed the

_book out of his hands and thrxew it out the ambulance doors. The

ambulance escorted by a Los Angeles Police Deéartment patrol. -
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caxr pxoceeded Code 3 easgbouna on Wilshixe Boulevaxd en route
to Central Receiving Hospitél. En route to the hospital,
Behxmann tried to stop the f;ow of blood from the head wound
of Senatoxr Kennedy.  Mrs. Kennedy,séid,‘?bén't touch him," ang
slapped Behrmann across the facg. Baxxy tried to crawl through
the boot of the aﬁbulance but was.prébented Sy Hulsman. Barry
yelled at Behrmann, "Don't touch him, you son-of-a-bitch, or
X1'1) come back there and kill you." Mrs. Kennedy then grabbed
the surgical sponges from Behrmannlana threw them on the floor.
The Senator began gasping, and Behrmann administered oxygen.
The ambulance arrived at Central Receiving Hospital at 12:30

4

Q.M.

Treatment at Centxal Receiving Hospital

"Prior to the arxrxival of the ambulance, the staff at Central
Receiving Hospital had been- alerted by Bette Epy, nurse=in-
charge. She instxucted the staff to have emexgency room two
prepaxed since it contained the necessary equipment, rapid
accessibility and greater privacy. Dr. Faustin Bazilauskas,
staff surgeon, met the ambulance and Kennedy was taken to room
two and placed on a treatment table. Dr. Bazilauskas applied

a stethoscope to his chest.and begah ranual external carxdiac
nassage. At this time Kennedy's condition was diagnosed as:

a comatose, weak thready pulse, in extremis; blood pressure
zero over zexo, heartbeat almost imperxceptible, bullet wound
right mastoid arxea with swelling, and in shock., His skin color
was good, blcod was coming from his right ear and his eyes wexce
_ open, staring, dry and lusterless. The pupils were not dilated

oxr reacting. The breathing was accompanied by guxgling sounds.

N ~166~
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Nurse' Eby suctioned'thegpha;ynx.‘ Nuxse Marxgaret Lightsey
assisted Eby in attaching the heart-lung resuscitator hachine
to the Senatox. Nurse Kathryn Tolbert'hanaed an airxway to Dx.
Bazilauskas who inserted it into the patient's pouth to
facilitate breathing. The résuscitator mask was placed ovex
his face, and the dials werxe turned éo the propex adjustments
as the heart—-lung méchine began functioning. Kennedy began

breathing on his own. His breath sounds were good, and his

radial pulse became strongex. Dx. Bazilauskas ascertained

that the ﬁatient had a good heartbeat and offered Mxs. Kennedy
the stethoscope to enable her to~hear her husband's heartbeat
as a reassuring measure. The xesuscitator was removed, and

the patient was administerxred continuous oxygen.

" Dr. Albert Holt, also of the Receiving Hospital staff, entered

and made a cursory examination.— ﬁe found two bullet wouqu in
Kennedy, one in the right shouldexr region and one in the right_
méstoia area. It was Dr. Holt‘s\bpinion that Kennedy required
brain surgery immediately. Mr;. Kenneéy asked for the best
surgeon possible, and Holt réquested that Dr. Henxy Cueno .be
notified'and briefed on the Senator's condition; and, that the
staff at Good Samaxitan Hospital be advised of %he transfex
and pending operation. Previously it was Dr. Holt's belief
tﬁat the bullet in the right éhoulder.had traversed into the
chest xegion. For this reason he further advised thé‘§£aff to

notify Dr. Bert W. Meyer, a thoracic surgeon. Blood samples

were withdrawn from Kennedy's left arm and txansported to the

‘Good Samaxritan Hospital Laboratory by a Los Angeles Police

Patrol Unit for type and crossmatch.
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A plastic angiocath was insexted into Kennedy's left ceéhalic
vein, aﬁd a solution of serum albumen and six percent Dextran was
started. Xennedy was now out of shock, still. comatose, and had
hyper—-xeactive reflexes. Thexe wexe no eyelid reflex ox

éorneal reflexes. Dx; Bazilauskas had ordered adrenalin injected
éirectly into the heart while the heart-lung machine was being
installied, Upon liétening to the Senator's chest and hearing
good heart sounds, he latexr instructed the adrenalin to be

given subcutaneously. This was done by Nurse Reba Nelson who
made the injection in the left shouldex. Assisting in the
supportive thexapy of the Senator and the other five victim;,

who arrxived after Kennedy, were Nurses Nora Plehn, Alice Mejia,

. and, Barbara Bowes. T ;

Mrs. Kennedy was standiné nearby and was asked by Nurse Eby if
she would like a priest called. :Mrs. Kennedy replied in the
affirmative, and a request w;s xelayed to the hospital switch-
boaxd. Meanwhile, Mrs. Kennedy walked into the hallway and
returned with Reverend James w: Mundell, a laicized priest. He
administcrxed absolution to Senator Kénnedy. As Reverend
Mundell was leaving the emeréency room, Reverend Thomas Peacha

arrived and administered last rites and annointed Senatox Xennedy

with holy oil.
i

Rurse Eb& applied a pxessure dressing to the patieqt‘s”head

wound and to a clean bullet wound in the right shouldex area.
Polyspeorin ophthlamic ointment was applied in both eyes, and
eyc patches placed on the eyelids to protect the cornea. At

this time, both Dr. Holt and Dr. Bazilauskas found the patient
: .
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had respgnﬁea ﬁﬁvorably to treatment. His blood pressure
was 150/90. His condition was neveftbelesé crxitical, and
he continued to receive oxygen by nasal mask and scrum
albuman'intravenouély. Dr, Holt had contacted Dr., Cueno
and advised him of Kennedy's injﬁ}ies and ‘the need for
immediaée surgery. Preparations wexe made to trxansfer

Kennedy to Good Samaritan Hospital, 1212 Shatto Place.

Kennedy Transferred to Good Samaritan Hospital

AmBulance Unit G416; driver Gilbert Van Ness and attendant
Arlyn Nine, entexed and prepared to transfex Kennedy from the
treatment table to a stretcher. Dx. let accompanicd Kennedy
and caxrxied the "piggy back" intravenous bottles. Kennedy was
placed in the ambulance and transfexred to Good Samafitan
Hbspital at 22:45 a.m., arriving at 12:48 a.m. Also accom-
panying the Scnator were Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Jean Smith,
William Barrxy and Warren Rogexs., The ambulance was met by
Dr. Robert Mendez, Dx. Roland Navarro and Dx. Paul Ironside.
Kennedy was immediately taken to the intensive care ward.,

He was still unconscious andwunreSponsive with a strong and
regular pulse. He showed evidence éf brain injury with

bloody spinal £luid draining from the right ear.

»

Kennedy's injuries were diagnosed as a gunshot wound behind

the right eaxr in the mastoid sinus area and a gunshot wound

»,

in the right shoulder muscle, two entry wounds and no exit
wounds., Dr. Ironside felt his pulse again and found it was
now thready and weal. Kenned& was breathing on his own, but

his breathing was noisy indicating an obstruction by secretions.
[
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From these symptoms, Dr. Xronside made tﬁe decision Eo pexfoxm
-a tracheotomy. Kennedy's condition was flaccid. Dr. Jorxge
Mestman administered a urethereal cathetex. The patient was
not losing blood externally and had no gross reflexes. Dr.
Ironside pexforned the trxachecotony, assisted by Dx. Hubert
Hubel, Some blood-tinged secretion was removed and his

. breathing improved. ™o minutes latexr, he stopped brcathing
and was placed undexr the respirator. His bloogd ércssure was

high.

Dr. Cuneo arrxived and Dr. Holt advised him gf the patient's
‘previoﬁs care at Central Receiving Hospital and his diagnosis.
At 1:30 a.n., Dr. Cuneo ordered Kennedy placed on an ice ‘
blanket; a plastic blanket filled with circulation alcohél éo
cool the patient and keep his temperature down. Fathex
Lzwrence Joy was admitted to the room and administered the

last xites to tﬁe Senator, X-rays wexe taken of the head,
neck, chest, and right shoulder. Thexe was a gunshot wound in
the rxight mastoid and two guhshdt wounds in regibn of the
right armpit within a half dinch of each other. One exit wound
was found in the front of tﬁé right shoulder. The X-xrays
showed one bullet had entered the right shoulder and coursed
its.way to the posterioxr lower cexvical region. Disregarding
the relatively harmless bullet in the neck, the surgeons turned
their attention to the bullet in the mastoid. Kennedy was
still unconscious, breathing heavily but at a noFﬁal rate. His
pupils were mildly dilated, fixed and unxesponsive to light.

Blood pressure was dropping from 180/100 at X:10 a.m. to 95/60

~170~
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at 2:15 a.m. Whole blood transfusions had been started.
According to all the doctors, the prxognosis before surgexy
was extxemely poor, and they agreed that they wexe dealing

with an almost "absolute disastex.” Dr. Cuneo would be in

.chaxge of the operation, assisted by Dr. Nat Downs Reid and

pr. Maxwell M. Andlex.

The Operxation

Anesthesia for surgery was started at 2:30 a.m. by Dr. Earl

C. Skinner. Drx. Skinner's obscrvation was that Kennedy was
comatose and so fa% down that he would not respond to any type
of painful stimulus. Kennedy was still under the respiratox
and making no effort to breathe on his own. Thg purpose of the

opcration was to remove any blood clots or forxeign bodies

L causing pressuxe on the nerves. Before the operation started,

rl

the patxent was g;ven ‘a solutxon of mannxtol to shrink the

braxn and relxeve pressure.

Surgexy was.started at 3:10 a.ﬁ.. The head was shaved, over-
lying skin and muscle were cut and laid back. Dr. Reid used
an air saw to cut a window to facxlztate a larger area to
operate. Dr. Cuneco probed the wound and found bone fragments
had been pushed into the brain. Bone fragments, clotted blood,
and bruised brain tissue wexe removeé by Dr. Cuneo. Dx. Reid
removed a picece of bullet about twel§e nillimeters iﬁ‘giameter
and other lead fragments from the mastoid area and adjaéent

to the cerebellum. Sone of the lead fragments removed wexe

identifiable as being from a bullet.

L]
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(aunedy's blood pressure was ﬁow high, and he could move his
pight leg but not his right arm. He was still comatose. Me
cccasionally started his owh breathing, triggering every

yreath. During surgery, Dr. John A. Zaro note@ that Kennedy's
cardiovasculaxr system was satisfactory. Dr. Geérge C.Griffith
rexrmed his urine output satisfactorﬁ. Dr. Skinnex disconnected
the respirato;. The patient was now doing quite well and
breathing regularly. When it was noted that he Qag able to
nove only half as much air as he ﬁeeded, the respiratoxr was

veapplied. Surgexy was terminated at 6:20 a.m. and anesthesia

at 6:40 QoM.

The specimens }emoveaﬁﬁrom the patient's head during the

opexation were taken by nglhndler and given to Dr. Paul Wertlake,
pathologist. In the Jaboratory at Good Samaritan Hospital, '

these specimens were examinead microscopibally, and additional

multiple bullet fragments were found and removed.

Caxe frxom Operation to Death

The patient was removed to the intensive care unit, and Dr.
Irxonside was instructed to keep hin aspirated. Dr. James L.
Poppen, the'Kenneay'family physician, flew to Los Angeles from

Boston, Massachusetts, and arrived at Good Samaritan Hospital,

“June 5, 1968, at 11:00 a.m. He consulted with Dr. Cuneo,

examined Xennedy, made perxiodic checks after the operation,
and kept the family advised, Twelve hours after the operation,

Kennedy's blood pressure had dropped to 80/20.

At 6:09 p.m., Dr. Poppen indicated the' patient had steadily
Jost ground and developed carxdiac and kidney changes. The

~172-~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ATy



. . : !
pulse was slowing as to volume and rate. Latex there was no

response, This condition was considered terminal and only
time was the remaining factor. Brain wave tracings showed

no brain function. The heart and pulse wexe ixregular. The

_pupils were fixed. By 8:00 p.m., Kennedy seemed to be

stabilizing but by 11:20 p.m. the heart tones had debilitated.
At 12:30 a.m., the blood pressure was checked and found to be
down.: Nc blood pressure was detected at 1:15 a.m. At L:27
a.m.,-no pulse, no sreathing) and no heart sounds ﬁere

recorded.' All tubing was removed. On June 6, 1968, l:44 a.m.,

Senator Robert F. Kennedy was pronounced dead.

~

Thexe were other doctors who were in the operating audience
that made only a cursoxry examxnatzon of Senagor Kennedy ox
were in utandby xeadiness for medical consulhatxon oxr surgical
assistance. The following names appear.on the Kenneay medxcal
chart:

Willard J. Zinn, M.D.
‘ Lorin Swagel, M.D.
Robext L. Scanlan, M.D.
Clarence J. Berne, M.D. >
Quentin R. Stiles, M.D.
William R. Schumann, M.D.
Juales A. Kexnen, M.D.
Carxl Schwab, M.D.
Blake H. Watson, M.D.
Eugene J. Ellis, M.D.
A. A. Marinacci, M.D.
J. Carroll Ramseyex, M.D,
Richaxd Dennis : )
Hurley L. Motley, M.D. T

S et e

¥

The nurses surgical team was composed of: '

Vexda McBride, R.N,
Elaine Krukow, R.N.
Delores Mendez, R.N.
Thelma Welch, R,N.

Mabel Crawford, R.N.
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Cecile Dumair, R.N,
Virginia Buntalilib, R.N.
Floxra Welch, R.N,
Texesa Pagaling, R.N.
Sachiye Munckata, ‘R.N.
The duty nurses assigned to Scnator Kennedy werxe:
G. Jacobs, R.N,
‘J. Bright, R.N.
J. Leven, R.N.
D. Nakanishi, R.N.

B. Tan, R.N. '
E. Fukunaga, R.N,

Autopsy
The autoégy was conducted on Kennedy at a specially designated-
foom at the Good Samaritan Hospital on June 6, 1968, at 3:00
a.m.,éénd conpleted-at 9:15 a.m, Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, the
 Chief Medical Examinex~Coroner of Los Angeles County, was ;n
charge of the autopsy and was assisted by pathologist John E.
Holloway, M.D. anq Abraham T.‘iu, M.D. The cause of death

was gunshot wound of the right mastoid, penetrating the brain.

-~

A sunrary of the autopsy repoxt concluded the following

description of the gunshot wounds:

1. The fatal gunshot wound penetrated the right mastoid
region, the petrous'portion of the"temporal bone, the
right temporal lobe and the right hemisphere of the

»

cexebellum.,

The direction of 'the bullet was xight to Jeft, slightly
to the front and upward. Only fragments of this bullet

vere recovered. \

2, A second gunshot wound péneprated the right axillary

region and traveled through the soft tissue of the

{
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right axilla and right infraclavicular region. The
bullet txaveled from right to left, back to front
and upwaxd, exiting thé right infraclavicular xegion.

No bullet was recovered.

A thixd gunshot wound entexed the xight axillary

region just below the above-described wound. The
bullet penetrated the soft tissue of the xight axilla
and came to xest in the 'soft tissue of the paracexvical
;egion at the level of the 6th cexvical vertebra. The
recovexed .22 caliber bullet traveled from right to

left, back to front and upward.

¥
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OTHER VICTIMS OF THE SHOOTING

the f£ive other victims of ﬁho shooting were initially trans-
ported to Central Receiving Hospital'for emergency treatmnent.
Irwin St;oll arrived in a Yellow Cab, the remaining four were
transpoxted by.Citj ambulance. All five cventually recovered ~

conpletely from theix xespective wounds. !

paul Schrade

Dr. Stanley Abo, upon entering the kitchen, observed Schrade

Paul Schrade, United Auto Workers Union Regional Director, was
in the kitchen when the shooting occurred. He saw some flashes

and lost consciousness.

James H. Hardy heaxd seven shots and pushéd foxward through the
crowd observing Schrade lying on the floor. Hard§ placed a |
"Kennedy hat" ovexr Schrade's face thinking he was dead. Othexr
witnesses saw Schrade fall and presuned he was dead. lﬂardy then
stood astride of Schrade to pfotect him from the crowd; As he
stood over him, he noted that Schrade's chest was moving and

that he was breathing. Haxdy then removed the hat from his face.

~

lying on the floor. Dr. Abo felt his pulse and saw that he was

bleeding steadily from a scalp wound. Schrade was lucid, his

- pulse was good and his respirations were pexfect. He xan his

fingexs through Schrade's hair and found what appea?eq“at that
time to be supexficial scalp wound. 'There was no brecak in the
skull, and a point of entry and exit could be felt. This. cxam-
ination took about fifteen secondéxand Dr. Abo proceeded to

Senatox Kennedy's side. ,

i
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pr. Ross M. Miller joined the group and improviséd a stretcher

crom a table top and with assistance carxied Schrade to the first

flooxr xamp to Ambulance Unit G-18. Schrade appearxed to be in
serions condition; thexefore, Dr. Miller accompanied him to

central Receiving Hospital.

schrade was admitted to Central Receiving Hospital at 12:45 a.m.

and txecated for a bullet wound in the head. No intracranial

injury was apparent and he was discharged at 1:27 a.m. Schrade

and William Weisel were eventually transported togethex in a
Schaefer Anbulance to Kaisex Hospital, 4900 Sunset Boulevard,
Los Angeles, and admitted by Dr. Esher at 2:15 a.m. They were

accompanied in the ambulance by Drx. Bernard Arias.

Pr. Kasper Fuchs examined Schrade at 3 a.m. and founa him some:
vhat lethargic, therént and able to speak in a sensible manner.
He was fairly alexrt but hazy about some détails. Exanination
revealed that the bullet enterxed behind the hairline and exited
two-and-a-half inchgs to the rear leaving a jagyged-appearing
exit. x-rays!revealed an area three-quarters of an inch in
dianetex, wherxe shaétéred bone had been forced into the skull.
Portions of the bullet lodged in the bone. The wound was
directly over the sagittal sinus. An incision was made and
damaged tissue‘was rermoved along with bullet fragments. It was
found there was minoxr injury toxthe sagittal sinus. ‘Tﬁere was
a small hole in the skull at the entxy which wouldhheal. A
portion of the bullet haé exitéd. Bullet fragments wexe sent

to the pathologist, and it was determined after examination that

the bullet was .22 calibexr. The nurses assisting in this

~-178~
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operation were Stella Harrxigan, Gexrtrude Weathers and Helen

r

Lyons.

William §. Weisel

William Weisel, American‘Brogdcaéting Company Associate News
Dirxectoxr, was entering the double dooxrs to the pantxy when the
shots wg;c-fired. Looking toward Scnatox Kennedy, he obsecrved
Schfade falling to theifloor. He ‘then felt a pain in the abdomen
area and realized he'd been shot. 'His shirt became saturated
with blood as he held his left side and he wés assisted to a

chaix where he awaited medical aid.

Gloxia Farr pushed her way inté éhe pantrxy from the anteroom
explaining that she was a nurse. After entexing the’pantfy,

she obsexved Weisel sgatea on a chair with blood covering the
front of his shirt. Anotﬁeg woman who had identified herself as
a nhrée’tore Weisel's shirt and épplied pressure to a wouné in

the upper left quadrant.

)

Weisel) was admitted to Central Receiving Hospigal at 12:41 a.n.
and treated for a bullet wound in the left abdomen. The bullet
entexed his left side threevinches above the waistline. He wés
discharged at 1:27 a.m. and transferred to Kaiser Hospital. Dr.
William B. Neal examined Weisel at 2:30 a.m. .and removed an
identifiable bullet. VThe nuxses assi§ting in this operation

wvere Gertrude Weathers and Helen Lyon. -

Elizabeth Evans

Elizabeth Evans, a seclf-enployed businesswoman, was standing in=

side the pantry as Senator Xennedy, surrounded by a crowd of
} H

{
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oplc, passed by her. As she bent down ‘to retrieve a lost shoe,

Eah
[ .
550 heafa noisés that sounded similar to firecrackers and xealized

she had been shot.

pvans was struck by a bullet fragment which had ricocheted off
.ne ceiling. Angelo Di Piexxo, maitre'd, was about to enter the
pantxy when he heaxrd the shots. Evans fcl} at éhe doox in front
of Di Pierro. Jennie Ranelie, a housewife, was entexing the
pantry £rom the anteroom. She saw Evans!bleeding about the

head and held on to hex stating, “"You're shot." Ranelle assisted

hex to a guarxd who escorted Evans into the ballroom.

pr. Roland Dean attended her and halted the flow of blood fxom
her head. From his examination, it was evident that she had
peen shot, but at that time he was unable to determine if a

pullet had penetrated her skull.

People were crowding and shoving around Evans in a tight coxdon.
Photographers were jostling and snapping pictures. Patrick
Thoxnton, trying to protect her from being crushed, pushed back

the crowd and in return was stxuck on the head with a camera.

Mrs. Evans was édmitted to Central Receiving H?Spital at 12:45 a.m.
and treated for algunshot wound to the Heaa.‘ She was releascd at
2:10 a.m. and transported by Goodhewthmbulance to Huntington
Memorial Hospital, 100 Congress, Pasadena, California. Dr. Celso
Ravello, the Evans family physician, examined her anGTEOund a
pullet wound entering the scalp of the forchead just below the
hairline. The bullet did not penctrate or exit and X-rays
revealed the ‘bullet £lattened itself agéinst the skull just

-)80~ !
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oy the skin. 'Dr. Ravello called in a suxgeon, Dx. Jobn T.

racx, who aisgnosed the Ainjuxy as supexficial. The bullet

L35 removed in an operation at 1:10 p.m., June .5, 1968; Nurses

.ary Trottex and Rita Coveny assisted.

-

(rein Stroll
M—-—*—-

'xzwin stroll, Kennedy workex and student, vas a sentxy at the

Jdoor leading from the anteroom to the Embassy Room. At the -

conclusion of the specch, Stroll watched Scnator Kennedy exit
through the curtains at the rear of the podiuﬁ. He obsexved the
senator walking through the antexoom toward the pantry in conpany
with Jesse Unrxuh. Stroll followed the procession into the.pantxy
vhexe they péﬁsea. Aé the crowd started forward, he heaxrd six |
*firecrackexs® and obsexved sﬁoke. Then he felt a pain in his
left leg as 3£ he had béen kicked. He walked to the Enbassy

Room and enroute was being pushed and shoved by the .crowd. When
Stroll xeached -the émbassy’Room he noticed blood on his Jleft leg.
Barbara Mufray, a housewife, stood in the pantry six feet from
the double doors as the shots were fired. She hecaxd fouxr ox

five shots, observed Stroll @opping around yelling, "X've been
shot." ®"X've been shot." Murray ernbraced him trying to assist
and Stroll pushed her éway turning towaxd the anteroom, where

she observed him exit the pantry.

Stroll was examined at the scene by Pr. Ross M. Millex who
deternined that the injury was not serious. Stroll waggadmitted
to Central Receiving Hospital at 12:56 a.m. and txeated for a
bullet wound of the left shin. Hec wvas discharged at 1:10 a.m.,

in the custody of his mother who had previously contacted Dx. .

Nathan Xewis Cozen.
~-. . 2025RELEASE unNbEREO. 14176
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stroll was transferred to Midway Hospital, 5925'San Vicente
poulevarqd, Los;Angeles: Dr. Cozen arxived at the hospital at
1:30 a.m. and oxamined Stroll. Stroll appcared vexy excited
and complained about his left leg. Therce was bleeding from the
‘wound located in the m&d-thxrd of the lower leg. The leg was

swollen and tender. X-xrays showed there was metallic-formed

body imbedded in the calf next to the bone.

Dr. Cozen, assisted by Dr. Sherwood FxneberL, performed the
operabion and removed the bullet. The bullet was flattened,
aeformed, apd'its caliber could not be detexmined. In the
doctox's opinion the bullet appeared to have ricocbeteayfrom
the floor; The assisting nurses in the -operation wexe Bertha

Green and John Brown.

%

Ira Maxrce Goldotexn

Ira Goldstein, Continental News Serv;ce reporter, was in the
pantxy and observed Senator Kennedy enter. Goldstein intended
shake hands but he was unable to because Kennedy was moving
too qui.ckly. Goldstein proceeded fouxr oxr five feet towaxd the
anteroom. He heard what soundeé like balloons breaking. Within
noments he looked down and saw Schrade on the floox. Goldstein
then stdépped over Schrade and felt something strike his pants.’
He later discovered that a bullet haad passed‘through his left
pant leg. He then felt a bullet strike him in the area of the
left buttocks. The first bullet that passed through Goldsteln s
pants stxuck the concrete floor and entered victim Xxwin Stxoll's
left leg. Goldstein remained in a chaixr until medical aid

arrived.
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Valdrie Schulte, a “"Kennedy.Girl," was sitting on{the floor
next €o éoldstéin. She had crawled past Schrade\after beiny
xnocked down. Schulte obsekved Goldstein as he spoké to Ethel
Kennedy « Céldstein asked, "How is thé Senator?" Ethel Kennedy
repliea, “How dare you talk about my‘husband,“'and'then slapped
Goldstein. Goldstein stated, "Listen, lady, X've been éhot
too." Mrs. Kennedy xeplied, "Yim sorxy."” Larry Jackson had

obsexved Goldsteih fall to the floor and went to his aid. ‘Ee

picked Goldstein up and assisted him to a chair.

Goldstein received emergency treatment fox a gunshot wound of
the left buttocks axea at Central Receiving Hospital and was
eransferred to Encino Hospital, 16237 Ventura Boulevaxrd, Los

Angeles.

Dr. Eugene Gettleman, the family{pﬁysician, examined Goldstein
at 3 a.n. The patiént‘s condition was good, and there wexe no
signs of shock ;r hemorrhage. The bullet was in the left
buttocks areca and about three inches f£xom the point of entry.
Dr. Max Finkel took X-xays that showed no bone, arterial or
nexve damage: A deformed bullet was removed and marked with
an "X" by Dr. Finkel. Dr. Finkel stated he had éerformed nany
operations on gugshot wounds, and the bulletwobviously was a
.22 caliber. The nurse assisting in the surgexy was Helen

Powers, R.N.
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POLICE PARTICIPATION AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL

The following is a chrxonology of the events and activities at
the Arbassador Hotel resulting from the shooting of Senatox

Robext F. Kennedy on June 5, 1968. . y

12:06 a.m. . ; 4

Officexs G. W. Blishak and R. J. Velasguez received a completely
unrelated radio call to see the special officerxr at the rear of
the Ambassador Hotel, regarding illegally parked vehicles. At

this location they were met by Security Guards C. M. Grugan and

- J. Rothbexg who conversed with them regarding these vehicles.

i

12:17 a.m.

Rampart Division Desk Officer H. L. Schiller received a telephone
call from an unknown per;on who wanted to talk to the watch
commandex. Sexgeant R. M. Rolon accepted the call for Lieutenant
R. K.'Sillinés. The\caller; a male, stated Kennedy had just
been shgt. Sillings was immediately notified. Sillings ordered

the Rampart Vice supervisor, Sergeant S. S. Locker, to act as

the watch commander while he and Rolon investigated the call.

[}

12:17 a.n.

' &

Officer G. W. Hathaway, Communications Division officer assigned
to the complaint board, received a call from L. M. Butler, an
aAmbassador Hotel switchboard operator. Two minutes of convex-

sation were consumed while Hathaway attempted to determine from

her what type of crime, if any, had occurxed. Ruby F. Ford, the
Anbassadox Hotel switchboard supervisor, then talked to Hathaway
for approximately one minute informing him the Senatoxr had been

shot.”(A tape recording of this conversation automatically
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recorded at Communications Division, was booked as evidence.)

12:19 a.m.

officex T. E. Noxrdin, Communications Division, received a
telephone call from Norma Case, the switchboard'operator at
Centxal .Receiving Hospital., She xeporxted that an "injury" had
occurred in the Embéssy Ballrxoom of the Armbassadox Hotel, This
injury call'was assigned to Sgt. P, Sharaga at 12:20 é.m., as

no othexr Rampart Division units wexe clear.

12:19 a.n.

Officer S. H. Lind, Communications Division, xeceived a tele-

phone call from John Allen, a newsman at the Arbassadox Hotel.

Allen stated that there had been a shooting thexe and he

thought Senatox Kennedy was the victim.

»

12320 Qe ’ o " . *

Officer Lind telephoned Central Receiving Hospital and notified
Noxma Case, the switchboard operator, of the shooting. Norma
Case informed Lind that she had already dispatched an ambulance

to that location on an "injury" call.

12:20 a.m.

Officer M. Candlish, Communications Division Link operxator,
received the shooting information from Officex Hathaway.
Candlish immediately broadcast this emergency message to all

units in the vicinity and Unit 2868 (Blishak and Velasquez).

12:2) a.m.

Officexr Velasquez and his partnex, while converxsing with the

-)87~
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hotel guards regarding the illegally parked vehicles, wexé
notified by several persons of the shooting. Both officexs

ran upstairs to the Embassy Bal%room and obsexved Elizabeth

gvans bleeding from a head wound. Velasquez xran bacﬁ io his
vehicle to request an ambulance. Axriving a% his police vehicle,
velasquez heard the radio dispatche; assign ﬁis unit the shooting
call at the hotel. Velasquez acknowledged the call informing
Communications that he was at the scene. He also xequested

"assistance and an ambulance."
/

12:22 a.m.

Officers T+ R, White and A. Placencia arrived at the hotel in
response to the call. They werxe informed by one of two motox-
cycle spegial ofﬁicefé that one of the shooting victims was in
a taxicab. Special officers informed White and Placencia that
'th;y were esco;éihg the taxi to the hospital., Officex White
parked his vehicle dixectly inlfront of the main entrance to

-~

the hotel.

12:22 a.m.

Metxopolitan Division Officexs M. G. Livesey, W. A, Strickel,
and W. Nunley arrived at the hotel and parked behind Officexr

White's vehicle.

Axrest of Sirhan

" fhe time between 12:22 a.m. and 12:28 a.m., taken out of time

context in the following paragraphs, denotes the sequence of
events leading to the actual axrest of Sirhan B. Sirhan Ly the

Los Angeles Police Department.

- ~188-
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12:22 AeMe

officers White, Placencia, Livesey, Strickel and Nunley alighted
from their respective vchicles and wexe directed by, several

unknown pexsons to follow themn.

The officexrs wexc led to the ramp south of the main entrance

throuéh a maze of shoxt hallways and up a stairway leading into

" ‘the kitchen area.

As they reached the top of the stairxway, Livesey, Strickel and
Nunley, in that oréer, turned to theix left, .ran through éhe
staff dining xoom and into the pantry serving area where they
obsexrved Séhagpr Kehnedy lying on the flooxr. They immediateiy
attempted to locate the suspect. At this time they observed a
commotion at the east en% of‘the xoom. They started foxcing
theix vay to the arga of the disturbance. Their progress was
hampexed considerxably by the large crowd of people in this

small area.

In the meantinme Officexrs White and Placencia, who had been
following the first threce officers, turned to their right at
the top of the stairs. Both ran cast, then south through'a

dooxway which led into the pantry sexving area.

White entered the pantry serving area and observed nurerous
persons crowded axound the sexving taéle nearest the east wall,
Others were standing on top of the three steel tablés:i:As

White pushed his way through the crowd, he observed Sirhan lying
on his stomach in a prone position on the top of the cast-end

table .

=189~
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Karl Uecker was holding éirhan's head in a headlock. Roosevelt
Griexr was lying across his legs. Stil) another male was
obsexved lying diagonally aéross'Sirhanfs back. Jesse Unxuh,
who was also on top of the tablé, héd one knee on Sirhan's back.
A male in the crowd yelled to Officer White, “"Quick, he's trying
to kill him.," | o |

'White and Placencia, Joined by the other three officexs, began

pushing their way towards Sirhan. They foxcibly xemoved
numexous persons from Sirhan. Griexr had to be pulled and pushed

avay from Sirhan's legs twice by Officer Whité.

Jessc Unxvh, still on top of the tabie, kept yelling, “This

' one's going to stand trial., No one's going to kill him."

6ff;c0r White managed to free Sirhan's right arm frxom the grasp
of the crowd. Oﬁfi;er Nunley handed Officexr White his handcuffs.
Togethexr they succeeded in handcuffing Sirhan's xight wrist.

Both officers gained contrél of Sirhan's left wrist and finished

the handcuffing procedure.

Sixhan, with his hands behind his back, was pulled off of the
table by the two officers. Livesey, Strickel and Placencia
meanwhile were occupied trying to keep the hysterical and com-

bative crowd away from Sirhan and the othex two officers.

White, in a lodd voice, instructed the other officersit9 get
Sirxhan out of the rxoom. Unruh, who by this time had gotten off
the table, moved toward the officers. White, fearing for the
prisoner's safety and not knowing who Jesse Unruh was of what

his intentions wexe, pushed him away. .
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Again White yelled to the other officexs, “Let's geé him out

of. hexe.”" Unxuyh came out of the crowd again, grabbed White by
the right shoulder and shouted, "You're not taking him
anyplace," Officer White.forced Unruh back a second time.,

Unxuh fell backwards ln to the crowd. Alrost inmediately, Unruh

got bac on his fcet and lunged-at the offlcers as they started

walking toward the Colonial Room. He grabbed Sirhan by the neck

and stated, "Okay, you can take him, but X'm going with you,"

Officer Placencia moved into pﬁe crowd which was blocking the

exit and attempted to clear a path; however, as soon as he moved
the crowd in front of him, others would close in between him and
the other officers. Placencia was assxsted in the path-clearxng
task by the other offzcers who'wexe not actually holding on to

Sirhan.

Frank Burns, an attoxney, led the officers through the swinging

doors and into the Colonial Roonmn,

As the officers reached the north exit of the Colonial Room,

they wexe met by @ large crowd blocking the dooxway. Anothex

.group from the pantry converged on the officexs from behind.

Officers D. Jensen and S, S. Hansen, who had arrived at

£

the hotel shortly after the first five officers, were led

' -

to the pantry area by two unknown males.

.

Hansen observed the othex officexs at the east end of the

pantry. Jle worked his way toward them between the wall angd

the steel tables. f%his was the least congested area. He

i
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‘heard Jesse Unrxuh yell, “This is the bastaxd -that shot
Kennedy." As the officexs with Sirhan started out of the
pantxy area, Hansen, who was behind them, began pulling
and pushing people away from the officexrs and their

prisoner, ) .

Off;cer Jensen, who had taken the crowded route in £xont

‘of the steel tables, had to fight his way towaxd erhan.

4

As the first five officexs exited the Colonial Room with Sirhan,
they vere jéinéﬁ by Hansen and Jensen. All seven officexs formed
a tight cixcle around Sirxhan and Jesse Unxuh. They proceedeq

at a fast pace eastbound to the lobby, then noxth to the spiral
staixwvay, reachiné the bottom of the stairs. They continued
walk%ng at a fast rate northbound -through -the Casino Level

hailway, then west to the mgin‘entrance;

puring the walk through the hallway, the officexs were subjected
to physical abuse by numerxous persons who had lined both sides

of the hallway. Physical blows, probably intended for Sixhan
vere absorbed or defle;ted by the offxcers. As they exited the
front door of the hotel, the officecxs agaxn were met by a large
hostile crowd. Numexous pérsons were attempting to get to
Sirhan and were striking at him with their fists. The officers

hurriedly walked Sirhan toward Officer White's police vehicle

which he had parked dixectly in front of the main entféﬁce.

When they rxeached the police vehicle,. the hostile crowd surged

towards the officers and completely surrxounded them, While the

4
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officers wexe attempting to. open the right xear doox of the
vchicle; the céowd became more antagonistic and began striking

at the officexs and Sirhan.’

peputy Shexiffs R. G. Hussey and F, H. Linley were part of a

- group of deputies assigned to guard ballots which wexe heing

computed at the IBM Building, next door to the Ambassador Hotel.
Upon learning of ‘the shooting, both deputies rxan to the hotel's '
main entrance to aid the arresting officers. They helped push

people away from the police vehicle and officers.

Sexgeants W, C. Swihart and J. Feinberg and Officers C. C. Craig
and A. D. Bollinger, xesponding to the call, drove to the main

entrance and assisted the arrxesting officers.

After the police vehicle door was opened, Sirhan was placed in

the back seat. Officer Placencia raﬁ’around to the left side

of the vehicle and entered the back seat with Sirhan. Offi.cex
White went to the driver's side, entered and étarted the notor.
Jesse Unruh, without permission; salt in the ¥ight front passenger

seal.

3

Officex White attempted to drive\away but was prevented by the
crxowd. The crowd refused to move. The remaining officexrs and
deputy sheriffs began clearing a path for the vehicle. White

turned on the sirxen and moved the vehicle forward until a path
was clear to leave. He then sped away. White then notifiecd

Communications that they were en route to the station with the
suspect, That message was received by Communications Divisicon

at 12:28 Gelle ' ‘ ' '
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After leaving the Ambassa@or Hotel grounds at the Wilshire
no;levard exit, Officex White drove norxth on Alexandria Avenue
to 6th Street, eastbound on 6th'8treet‘to Occidental, north on
occidental to 3xd Strect, cast on 3xd Strcet to Benton Way and
north on Benton Way to the Rampart Police Station at 270

Tenple Street.

En route to the station, Officer White notified Communications
a second time of their pending arrival with the suspect. That

message was rxeceived by Communications at 12:31 a.m.

Also en-youte to the station, Officer Placencia advised Sirxhan
of his constitutional xrights by reading the information from
his £ield notebook. Shortly after Sirhan was admonished of his
;ights, Jesse Un;uh asked him why he had shot Senatorx Ken;edy.
Siéhan replied, “You think X'm crazy so that you can use it as
evidence against me?"

While sitéing in the back seat, Placencia checked the .reaction
of Sirhan's eyes with a flashlight. Piacencia, who eighteen
days earlier had graduated from the Police Academy, informed
Officer White that he thought Sirhan was undex the "influence
of something." Placencia had reached‘this conélusion without
érOperly conducting the test in its entirety. He had not ﬁade

¥

& compaxison test with the eyes of a person whose xeaction was

*
PRRY

A

noxnal., -

Axriving at Rampart Station, White drove into. the lower parking
lot. Sirhan was taken from the vehicle and into the station via

the southside basement doox. He was then taken upstairs and
, .
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placed in the Brecathalyzer room on the first floor. Jesse
dnruh and Officer Placencia remained with Sirxhan while Officerx
white went to the watch commandgr‘s ofﬁice to inform him of the

axrest and to obtain the key to thé detective office.

White returned to the Breathalyzer fbom, removed Sirhan from that
location and placed him in an interview room in the detective .-
squad arxea. Unruh followed and also went into this xoom. Sgt.
J. S. Locker requested Unxuh to lgave the Ainterview room, Unruh
left the room and stated, “I want that man alive. MHe must stand
trial.” Sgt:'Locker instruéted White and Plécencia to remain

.with Sirhan and not to allow anyone neaxr him,
i

+ Officexr White removed all the property from Sirhan's person and
placed it on a table. UWhite élso checked Sirhan's eyes for
reaction by usiag'his £iashlight. White t?en chécked Officex
Placencia's eyés for comparison, At this time White,ha noxe

expexienced officer, concluded that Sirhan's eyes were normakl.

Officers F. R. Willoughby and R. E. Austin took over custody of
Sirhan so that White and Placencia could begin writing their

reports,

Return to Chronology of Events

12:23 a.m.

Sgt. P, Sharaga was driving eastbound on 8th Strxcet behind the
hotel when the oxiginal shooting call was broadcast. ‘Hé drove
into the norxth rear parking lot. After deterxrmining the validity

of the[call, he immwediately established a Command Post.
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After learning from an unknown person that the Senatox was the
victim of the shooting, Sgt. Sharaga broadcast the foilowing

ressage at 12:23,50: "2L30 xeporting that Senatox Kennedy has

“been shot at the'Ambaésadqr. Make notifications.”

’
v

Denna Rush, Communications radid‘posiéion opexatox, noted this
information from Sharaga on Message Log £#13-28. She gave the
ticket to the dispatchex, Officer M.‘Qéndlish. Candlish in'
turn gave it to a telephone operatbr whg notified Sgt. D, D.

Vaxney, Detective Headguarters, and the Business Office.

12:23 Qe M

Captain P, J. Brétsch, Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department,
was in charge of secuxity of the ballots being computed. at ‘the

IBM Building next door to the Ambassador Hotel., He dispatched

' Sergeants D, M. Hogthrop, J. C. Barbexr and R, E. Lindblom with

-

a detail of nine deputies to assist theiLos Angeles Police

Department at the hotel, ' t. : L . -

Sergeant Hogthrgp anad thiee_deéhties‘fan'to the front entrxance.

He instructed two of his erpéies éo'stop all personé from
leaving the hotel in case the éuspect.ﬁas not in custody.
Hogéhrop noticed the traffic‘in front of the hétel was causing
a problem‘fbr iﬁgress and egress xoutes and Qotified Captain
ératsch. He also dnstrxucted a deputyito drive the Sheriff's bus

to Wilshixe Boulevard and use it as a barricade to divert traffic

from the hotel.

Sexgeant Lindblom, with Deputies G. Barrxett and T. A. Beringer,

went to the xear of the hotel whexe they met with Sgt. P.
I , .
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~Sharaga at the Command Post. Aftexr offexing his assistance,

Sgt. Lindblom'was asked to station his men at the rcar exits
of the hotel and to allow no one in or out. His detail was
later reinfoxced by additional deputics. Sexgeant Barber

assigned Deputy D, Shaw and two othexr deputies to clear traffic

at ‘the hotel's Wilshixe Boulevard entrance so emexgency vehicles

1“*""‘.--—--
Y

could entexr and leave.

12325 a.m.

Lieutenant R. K. 8illings notified Communications via his police

radio that he was en route to 3400 Wilshire Boulevarad.

’ » ¥

12:26 a.m. £0-12:27 a.m.

The following:fourﬁeen‘oﬁficqré notified Communications that
they4were responding to the ®all units" call at the Ambassador:
V. P, Karalekas; T. W. Duehring, P. G. Metoyer, R. B. Adair,

3. J, Fedrizzi, L. L. De Losh, G. ~'Rm'.yf, H. G. Dublin, J. D.
Hayden and R, G. Gould, S, V. Ebbert, L. L. Estrada, G. E.

Foster and J. 7. Wexnoeck.

12:26 a.m.

i

Sgt. Sharaga requested all available wnits to meed him in the -

rear parxking lot of the hotel.

12:26 Qe Me !

Liecutenant W, F., Boxnhoeft, Metropolitan vaxsxon watch commandex,
dispatched all available Metropolitan officers to the hotel on

the request of Lt. R. Tackabexry.

.2:27.40 a.n.

Sexgeant W. C, Swihart broadcast the following message to
i
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Comnmunications Division:
*70-Boy, we ave at the rear of the Ambassador, and they
have just taken the suspect, and there's a hell of a

crowd foxming txying to rescue the prisonexr."

-

12:28 a,.m,

Sergeant Sharaga gave Communications the description of a

suspect givén to him by an unknown person who claimed to be a

witness, His broadcast was as £ollows: (See 1l:44 a.m. entry
for further information regarding this broadcast.)

“2%.30, 6éscriptiqn of a suspect in the shooting at 3400

Wilshire Boulevard, male Caucasian, 20 to 22, 6' to 6'2",A

built thin, blond curly hair, wearing brown pants and a

light bxown shirt, direction taken unknown at this tine."

32:28 a.n. C w s

Senator Kennedy vas removed from the hotel on a stretcher by

ambulance attendants R. Hulsman and Max Behrman. The ambulance

was parked between the front entrance and the }amp. As the

attendants :oved toward the rear of the ambulance, they werxe

hindexed by a large cxowd. Sgts. Swihart and Feinbexg, Officers

Jensen, Nunley, Craig, Béllinger, D. Krieger, and R. B. Pickard

assisted the attendants by forcing the crowd away from the.

ambulance.

Aftex the Senator was placed inside the ambulance, Hulsman was
prevented from closing the dooxs by the crowd. Hulsman was
forced to remove some unauthorized persons from the ambulance

in orxder to close the doors.

> '
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)2:28 a.m.

officer Hansen xan to his vehicle and broadcast the f&llowing
nessage to Communications Div@sion:
%7842, advise all units in the arca be aware there was a
shooting at the Ambassador Hotel. Als? Bob Kenneay shot,
suspect in custody. All precautions should be taken for

the seccuxity of the suspect and for Bob Kennedy."
\

12:28 a.m.

Officers J. J. Fedrizzi and L. E. De Losh were informed by
Andrea Bush, Richard Bush and Richaxd Rittex that they had seen
a male and a female run-from the hotel after the shooting.
De Losh immediately requested Communications pivision to "seal
off the area." He then broadcast the description of the suspects
as ozven to him by these three persons.

“ho 1, male Latin, 30 to 35 5 -9%, stocky, wearing a wéol

huhter's hat with a small brim. No. 2, described as’ a

female Caucasian. No further description.”

12:28 a.m.

Officer White advised Comnmunications Division that he and

Placencia were en route to Rampart Station with Sirhan.

12:29 a.m,

Sérgeant Sharaga répeated the description of the suspect that
he had broadcast at 12:28 because Communications Division had

not received the first transmission,

12:30 a.m.

Lieutenant R. Tackaberxy, anticipating a crowd control‘problem'
} .
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at Central Receiving Hospital, ordexed Sexgeants Sw;hart,
Fexnberg and ten officers to g0 therxe, Tackaberry also departed

for the hospxt«l in order Lo supexvise the security.

Various Kennedy family and staff members solicited and xeceived
transportatien froq officers going to Central Receiving Hospital.
Sexgeants Swihart angd Feinbexg took several staff nembers to
that location., Mr. and Mrs. Pierxe Salinger and two other
persons went with Officers Pickard'end Krieger. Officers Hansen
and Jensen transported & woman who was identified to them as a

relative of the Senator's.,

12:30 a.m.

Officer J. M. Steele was assigned to record all pertinent informa-"
. ‘ NG
tion at the Command Post,

12:3) a.m.

Officer Hansen requested two additional ambulances at the hotel.
He informned Communications Division that there wexe still others

in need of medical assistance.

12:34 a.m,

Officer Blishak requested an arbulance at the rear of the hotel.

Officers Craig and Bollinger notified Communications bivision to
cancel the request for ambulances as there were private

ambulances (Goodhew) at ‘the scene. : -

12:35 a.m.

Blishak informed Communications Division not to cancel his request

for an ambulance as therxe wexe victims still lying on the floor.
I ot ,
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while in the Enbassy Ballroom, ﬁlishak soli.cited information
from varxious people attempting to obtain a description of -the
*suspect,” An unknown male described Sirhan ana informed Blishak
that he had been taken into custody. Blishak immediately went

to his vehicle and requested an ambulance through Communications

Division, He then broadcast the following message:

Y2068, reg%rding the shooting at the ambassadox, witness
stated the suspect is a male ‘Latin, 25 to 26, 5-5, light
build, daxk bushy hair and dark eyes. Wearing blue levis,
blue Jjacket, blue tennis shoes, It is unknown whether this
suspect is in custody. Request you broadcast that it is
unknown if this suspect is in custody. Suspect used a

piStOle“ " ‘ ¢
|

32:37 a.m. ' '

ﬁieutenﬁnt R. K, Sillings, Sergeants J. D. Jones, and R. M. Rolon
arrived at the Command Post., They were briefed on the situation

by Sgt. Sharaga.

Siliings instxucted Sharaga to establish a security perimeter
around the hotel. Persons_and vehicles attempting to leave
wexe to be discohraged from doing so. Sharaga assigned Officers
A. D. Bollinger, H. G, Dublin, G. Ruiz; V. T. Karalekas, V. E.
Edwaxds, E. W, Crosthwaite, T. W.'Duehfing, and C. A. Wright to

e f.

the hotel's paxking lots and street exits.

$11llings instructed Rolon and Jones to take seven officers to

the Embassy Ballroom and secure the crime scene. He also informed

them that Roosevelt Griex reportedly was at the scene of the
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shooting in possession of Sirxhan's gun,

The squadzconsistea'of Officers G. ¥. Foster, J. T. Weinbeck,
J. L. Wilson, K. E. Vogl, R. J. Velasquez, C. A. Brewexr and
J. W. Grogan. The'lattexr two were Qlainclothes officers. As
these officers entered the hotél, they observed the numexous
pexsons in the lobby in various erotional states. Some wexe
crying, othexs sgreaming and still others fainting. Newsnen

and their equipment seemed to be everywhere.

Sexgeant Jones, in search of Rooseveli Grier ; forced his way
thxough the hysterical crowd into the kitchen. Upon entexing
the pantry serv;ng area, Jones observed bloody rags "and other
. pieces of poss;ble ev;dentxal value on the floor. He and
several other off;cera tried to protect the scene but were

unable because of “the large surging crowd.

Jones réached the émbassy Ballroom entrance vié“the pantry area
and noticed an address system on the stage. He ﬁade a plea for
all witnesses to reporxt to the poéium. He also assigned three
of the uniformed officcxs to stay nearxr the stage to take names
of witnesses. The remaining thxee officers'were instructed to
clear the crime scéne of all unauthorized persons. Due to the
size of the crowd, these threc officexs were unable to move the
people from the pantry area. They were‘hampered by television

newsnen who refused to leave. Jones radioed the Command Post

for additional help.

Plainclothes Officers A. L. Lamorxcaux and C. W. Zachary reported

to the Command Post. They were instructed to mingle with the
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people inside the hotel and act as an intelligence unit,

Sexgeant Rolon stationed several hotel security officers necarx
the Embassy Ballxoom. He assigned them to assist the officers

at the crime scene.

4 \
¥

Hotel security officer William Gardner informed Rolon that he
was detaining several "eye witnesses® for the police. He also

told Rolon that some members of the news nedia were trying to

take these witnesses out of the Embassy Ballroom in order to

obtain an exclusive story.

Rolon located Jesus Perez, who reportedly was shaking hands
with Senator.Kennedy'at the time of the shooting. While walking
Pexez away from the croﬁd, a male, who identifiecd himself as a
reporter for "Time Xncorpoxated,® attempted to pull Perez away
£xom Rélon. This repoxter offered Perez $5,000.00 fof an
exclusive story. Note: Perez was questioned at a later date

0

regarding this money offer, and he could not recall the incident.

i

12:40 a.m,

Traffic on the surrounding surface streets came to a standstill
as the sightscers converged on the area. Officer J. F. Hajek

notified Communications Division that Wilshire Boulevard between

t

Noxmandie and Alexandria Avenues was clésed-to traffic. He and

his partner, D. H. Wilson, began diverting traffic away from
that location. TFourteen other officexrs responding to the
“shooting call' also took it upon themselves to clear this

traffic problem. Performing this duty werxe P. M. Despard,
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R, G. Rozzi, M, J.lMelancon, R. B. Kimball, D. A, Aikins,
W. Db. Moxgam, L. W. Altemuellexr, R. J. Brian, G. ¥. Giraxqd,
G. Guthrie, J. D. Hayden, R, G. Gould, S. V, Ebbert and L. L.

Estrada.

12:44 a.m.

Officex Blishak requested an zdditional ambulance, at the rear

of the hotel, for Gabog Kadar who was suffering from shock.

12:45 a.mnm.

George Ross Clayton, an amateur photographexr, informed Officexr
Craig he had taken pictures of the crime scene prior to §nd
aftex the-shootiﬁg. He voluntarxily turned the £ilm over to
Craig believing it to b? of evidential value. Cra%g accepted

the £film and later’boékea’it as evidence.

12:50 a.m.

-Sexgeant Rolon contacted the Command Post via a Handie-talkie

radio and gave Sgt. Sharaga a situation report., Sharxaga had
been xeceiving reports from various sources étating therxe was
a major disturbance in the Embassy Ballroom. Rolon informed
hinm that there was "no majo; commotion, only mass confusion.,"
Much of this problem was caused by members of the press

attempting to gather additional facts.

The 'Gold Room, south of the Embassy Foyer, was used towisolate
the witnesses., Rolon utilized the sexvices of Los Aﬁéelés Fixe
Deparxtment personnel, Captain K. W, Held, Captain L. J. Rohm,
Inspector C. Lynchkand A. E. Fishexr to guard the entrances of

the xoom. They wexe instructed not to allow anyone inside
i
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'Réceiving Hospital in possession of Sirhan's gun.

unless accompanied by a police officer.

officexs V. T, Morett and T, B. Robexts arrived at the hotel
and went directly to the lobby area. There they obsexved two

male Negroes involved in an altercation inside the Palm Room.

The officcrs stopped the quarrxel and instructed them to leave.

Both combatants left without further incident. The two oﬁfi-‘
cexs then advised the bartender to stop sexving drinks and to
close the bar imrediately. They also asked everxy pexrson who

was not an employeé'of the bax to leave. The patrons complied

without incident.

12:50 .M,

Sergeant Sharaga notified the Emexgency Control Centex that he

had received information Roosevelt Griex was now at Central

S

12:50 a.n.

Lieutenant Sillings, en route to the Embassy4§oom from‘the
Comnand Post, waé.met by a horde of telévision newsmen requesting
an interview. He maée a televised statement stating that the
Senatoxr had been shot. He glso gave a déscription of an out-

standing suspect, 8illings had received this description from

the police radio and from Sharaga minutes earlier.

1:00 a.n.
Sergeants D, D. Varney and R. O. Beauchaine were xequested by
Councilman J. B. Potter to provide security for Dx. Max

Rafferty in xoom 481. Both scxgeants remained with Dr. Raffexty
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.for a half hour at which time they were relieved by Officers

Estrada and Ebbert.

X:00 a.m. ‘
Sexgeant J., R, Mac Arthur of Rampart Detectives arrived at the
Command Post, .ﬁe.immediétely went to the crime scene. After
locating Lt. Sillings, he requested him to segrxegate all
witnesses, As the number of witne§ses coAtinued to expandg,
’Mac Arthur.§ouna it difficult to conduct interviewg,in the Gold
Room. He telephoned Lt. C. At Hughes at Ramparxt Station and
requested ?hese witnesses be transported to the station., While
~

wait%ng‘for'the tréhsportation, he conducted approximately

twenty-five initial interviews of possible witnesses.

. 1:00 a.m.

]Sérgeant R. F. McGuire and Officer C. H. Wilson, Intelligedce'
Division, went to the kitchen area and located witnesses Juan
Rome#o, Vincen£ Di Pierrq and Yoshio Niwa. They isolated them;
in the Gold Rooﬁ. Both xemained in this room iﬁterviqwing

witnesses,

1:00 AeMe .w

Four Los Angeles Sheriff's mobile units and thirty-four deputies

on foot reported to the Command Post. The majoxrity of these
i

deputies were assigned to exterioxr peximetexr security.

L PO

Sharaga assigned the following deputies to assist the officers
in the Embassy Ballroom: Sgt. R, E. Lindblom, Sgt., J. C., Barber,
)

beputies J. R, Armstrong, G. Barrett, T. A, Beringex, H. J.

|
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Foster, R. Ge. Huséey, F. H. Linley, R, J. Peterson and R. F.

salo.

Sexgeant Linqblom led his sqhaé of depﬁties to the Embassy
Ballroom whexe he met with Sérgeants Jones .and Rolon. Jones
instructed Lindblom to assist the Los Angeles officexs in
cleaxing the crime scene of all unauthoxized perséns. These
officexs and deputies formed a “"wedge" and walked to the
pantxy area. Approximately fifigen ninutes latex.they had
cleared the crime scene. Newsnen and their equip%ent were
moved only by the sheer number of officers and deputies. This
oberationhwas cénauctgd without major . incident,

. ] ,
Sexgeant Lindblom dispatched one of his deputies to the IBM

Building to request additional assistance.

Plainclothes Officer Lamorxeaux, mingling with the crowd,
obsexved some persbnsythrowing chairs about the lobby and into

the fountain.

Aftexr the kiéchen‘area was\cle;red of ;nauthorized‘persons,
Sgt. Rolon noticed a large crowd of people attempting to force
their way into the Embassy Ballroom f£rom the §05by. Rolon
immediately requested Linéblom to clear this area also.
Lindblém moved his squad of deputies ané policemen into the
iobby. The mob refused to méve. This squad, facing a milling,
screaming, hystexrical mob, displayed their batons in ;fshow of
force, The mob was finally dispersed and moved from the lobby

axea by 1:30 a.m.
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officer Grogan, while aséistipg.in clearing the crime scene,
was informed by an unknown male that he had obsexved a busboy'
wipe a blood spot where the Senatoxr had fallen after the

shooting. Officer Brewexr later fo&nd a blood~soaked rayg and

gave it to Sgt. Jonecs,

’

Sergeant Lindblom advised Rolon that his deputies would main-
tain security in the lobby arxea until xelieved by Los Angeles

officexs.

1:05 a.n.
Captain C. A. Kixby, Commander, Communications Division,

arrived at the Comnand Post,.

J:10 a.m.
Lieutenant Sillings advised Sharaga to allow all vehicles to
leave “the hotel's parkihg~lots and to recoxd theix license

nunbers for future identification,

X:1l a.m.

Sharaga contacted Commrunications Division and relayed the

following message:s
B2L30, until X establish, or at least have been informed
at the C.P. .that the suspect is in éustody, request you
repeat the broadcast of the suspect's description I gave
earliex this e§ening. Repeat at least everj tgg‘minutes

*

on all frequencies."

1:12 a.m. - o~

Comnunications Division acknowledged Sharaga's transmission

~208-

-
e ——

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




py stating that the only descyription they had was the one
proadcast at 12:36 by Blishak. This description was that of

a nale Latin,

1:14 a;m.

sharaga informed Communications Division theirx description of

the suspect was not the coxrect one. He then repeated his

description as follows:
“Male Caucasian, 20 €o 22, 6' to 6'2", sandy blond curly

hair, wearing brown pants and a tan shirt,

1:15 a.m.

Licutenant Sillings, in a situation report from the Embassy
Ballrxoom to the Command Post, stated that there was mass confu-
sion and hysteria at that location., He also requested additional

officers,

-

1:15 a.m. to l:22 a.m.

Captain Kirby, through the Emexgency Control Center, reguested
a staff officer be assigned to the hotel as a press xelations '
officer, Inspector R. F. Rock irpeediately radioed that he was

en route to the location.

1:28 a.n. ‘ .

Upon arriving at the Command Post, Rock assumed the duties as

“the Department's Press Relations Officer. He requested Kixby

to immediately confirm the validity of there being only cne

suspect involved in the shooting.

-209-

2025'RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




j——

R et

Deputy Shexiff T. J. Smith was instxucted by his supexvisox,’
Lt. J. L. Cline, at thec IBM Building, to maintain a log of

occurrxences, This log pertaining to the Shexiff's Department
activities at the hotel commenced at 1:30 a.m. and was termi-

nated at 3:50 a.n.

1:30 a.m,

Captain ¥, A, Phillips, Rampart Divisién Commander, arrived
at the hotel, e cﬁecked the functions4of the Command Posé
and the security measures being taken in the hotel. Noting
that these tvp areas weré properly and adeguately supecrvised
by Siilings, ﬁe left this location €06 check the conditions at

*

the Good Samaritan Hospital.

1;33 QeI

The Command Post received informétién of a disturbance at'tﬂe
parking lot exit in the 3200 block West §th Street. Captain
Kixby dispatched Officers J,ﬁL; Conrad and P, Nelson to
investigate. Ten minutes later these officexrs returned to the
Conmand Post and told Kixby that the disturxbance was caused by

five male Negrocs who had refused to leave the area,

1:40 a.nm.
pieutenant B. Kienast, Sheriff'sjnepaftment, assigned Sergeants
D. M. Hogthrop, M. N. Davis, Deputies R. G. Hussey, R. L.

Weitzel,; C, 0. Wexnicke, C. H. Woods and ten other depuéies

from the XIBM Building to assist Sgt. Lindblom at the hotel,
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1:44:a.m.
Inspectoxr J. W. Powers coﬁtacted Sgt, Sharaga on the xadic, at
the Command Post, and requested to know éhe oxigin of the
"gecond" suspect's description. Sharaga had obtained this
;nformation £rom a pexson who allegedly‘had been pushed overx
by the “suspect.” This suspect, according to thé witness, ran
from the crime scene into an adjacent xoom whexe this witness
had been standing. The witnéss had only surmised that this
pexson was a suSpecé because of his hurried actions. Powers
orderxed Sharaga to disregard the broadcast on the second ‘
suspect. He informed Sharaga that othexr witnesses who had been
near the Senator at the time of the shooting described Sixhan

as being the only suspect involved..

11345 a.m.
Sharaga instructed Cormunications Division to cancel the bxoad-

cast on the "second suspect.”

2:OQ a.m,

Firearms experts, Sgt. ﬁ. J. Lee, Officer D. A, Wolfexr and
pﬁotographer c. Coll;er reported to Sgt. Mac Arxthur, woxking
ander his direction, they conducted related scientific investi-

gations at the scene.

~2:00 a.m,
Deputy H. J. Foster, patrolling the patio area east o% the Palm’
Court, observed Terry Lee Fraser walk out of the bushes.

Deputy Foster became suspicious and stopped him.
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while being questioned, Fraser became nerxrvous and cvasive.

Be denied walking through the bushes and gave conflicting
statements. Deputy Foster decided to;take him to the Shexiff's
Command Post for_furtﬁer questioning, Aided by Deputy C. O.
Wernicke, Fraser was escoxted to the IBM Building and xeleased
to the custody 'of Sgt. D. G. Fossey. Fossey imrediately

notified Sgt. Sharaga of this arrest.

2:20 a.m,

Ligutenant Sillings established a Satellite Command Post in the’
Embassy Ballroom. He assigned Sgt. Jones as supervisor in
charge"pf intexrnal security. Officexs reporting to this location
were assigned various security duties. Initially these posts

consisted of relieving the deputies, security for Dr. Max

. Rafferty's suite, guarding all entrances throughout the hotel

4

and patrolling all :£looxr levels.

2:25 a.m.
All the Sheriff's pexsonnel werxe rclieved and their posts wexe
manned by Los Angeles police officers. The Sheriff's returned

to theix Command Post at, the IBM Building.

\ 1

2:35 a.m.

The police bus, driven by Officer L. E. Duren, arrived at the
Command Posé. Fifteen witnesses wexe %aken to the bus without
incident or opposition from the press. Sgt. Rolon, Officeré
Velasguez and Ruiz accompanied the witnesses to Rampart Station.
Other witnesses were driven to Rampart Station in police vehicles

by Officexs Fedrizzi, De Losh, Morett and Roberts.
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