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. JOSE DUARTE ~ CUBAN GROUP

on June'll, 19é8, an article about Sirhan Sirhan appeared in

two Orange County newspapers. The'ar?icles related that Jose
puarte, a leader éf aﬁ anti-Castro Cuban group, had seen sirhan
at a Peace and Freedom Party meetinq'on May 21, 1868. Duarte
subsequently alleged that he and Sirhan had become involved in
an argument at that meeting and alslight altercation had ensued.

sirhan allegedly supported the Castro government policies.

The investigation of Duarte's allegation was complicated due to
the presence at the meeting gf several Persians, one of whom
loéked'a_great deal like Sirhan. Duarte insisted throughout
the investigation that Sirhan had begn-at the meéting. He

attempted to gain as much publicity as possible regarding his

- claims.

The résultant in&estigation revealed that Duarte and his asso-

ciates either lied or were migtaken regarding Sirhan's presence
at the meeting. A polygraph examination of ‘Duarte indicated that
~he had never seen Sirhan. Numerous witnesses repudiated Duarte'é

allegation. A detailed account of the Duarte investigation

follows:

On July 19, 1968, Jose Duarte was interviewed by investigators

in his home and he gave the following'account of a confrontation
with Sirhan Sirhan. Duarte stated thét he was the 1eéa§r of an
exiled anti-Castro group called UNARE (Unidad Nacional Revolu-
cionaria) . Hé staéed that until 1960, he was a Majoir in Fidel

Castro's revolutionary army. He severed his association with
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castro due to-increasing communist influence within the movement.
je stated that since that time he had devoted his time to the

anti-Castro movement and a book about Cuba which he was writing.

Oon May 21, 1968, Duarte and six of his followers attended a
meeting sponsored by the Los Feliz Chapter of the Peace and
Freedom Party at 3800 Amesbury Road, Los Angeles. Duarte stated
that his group attended this meeting, as they did others, to

spéak in opposition to pro-Castro speeches which were announced

as part of the meeting. Aﬁare than 1000 leaflets were distributed
to Peace anq Freedom Party members announcing the meeting.
Announcements were also distributed ét Los Angeles Cify College

and one appeared in the Los Angeles Free Press./

The hosts of the méeting were Mr. and Mrs. Laemmle, both members
of the Peace and Freedom Party. Thg meeting was attended by 40
to 50 persons of various political, religious and ethnic groups.
Duarte's group attended the meeting to hear the speecﬁ of Mr.
Paul Shinoff{ an organizér for "the Students for a Democratic
Society. Shinoff gave a speech and presented élides depicting
the Cuban révolutioﬁ and its effect on the economic, social

cultural and political life of Cuba.

At the end of Shinoff's presentation Duarte made a speech in
opposition to Shinoff's statements. .Duarte was heckled by
various persons and a man in the audience argued witﬁ'piﬁ about
denouncing Castro. He identified this person as Sirhan Sirhan.
Sirhan allegedly called Duarte a C.I.A. agent and asked him how

much the C.I.A. was paying him. A very heated argument ensued

t

~446-
2025-RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



% 2 et —— WY R 4 T

o b deem me e oan

B A P MV A AP ST Y T T e

i A TR o L SUVECRE

A e

and they began to push at one anothexr. Other persons at the

meeting intervened to stop the argument.

Investigation of Persians Present at the Meeting

In&estigating officers received information from the F.B.I. that
a roster had been signed by several persons at the meeting. The
names of three persons from that iist were provided by Mr. Ron
Scheinder, a member of the Peace and Freedom Party. After
iﬁitially refusing to give the list or a copy of it to investi-
gators, Schneider provided the complete list.for investigators.
Vanik Salmasizadhe, one of the three names iﬁitially provided
investigators, provided more names of a group of Persians who

’

had attended the meeting on May 21, 1968.

Salmasizadhe stated that after Paul Shinoff completed his pre-
sentation, a dark complexioned Cuban, identified as Jose Duarte,
reguested to speak. He was allowed .to talk and several members

of the audien¢e heckled him.

One of the hecklers, Reza Jalalipour, and Duarte got into a very
heated argument. No pushing or fighting occurred though the two
men were close to one anothe£. The Persian group, including
Jalalipour, left ghorkly after the argument ended. Salmasizadhe
stated that he did not see Sirhan at the meeting and that the

only argument he saw was between Duarte and Jalalipour.

Investigators interviewed Jalalipour and Ali Khan Bouzmand who
were present at the meeting. Jalalipour stated to investigators

that he and Duarte had had an argument at the meeting; however,
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He minimized the severity of the argument. He agreed to have

his photograph taken for identification purposes.

Jalalipour furnished ihvestigators with a handwriting exempla£
for cémparison with the roster he had signed at the meeting.

The signatgre on the roster was Ray D. Pour. Jalalipour admitted
signing that name. Sgt. ﬁ; F. Kiser, Scientific Investigation
Divisiop examined the two examples and gave his opinion.that

Reza Jalalipour had probably signed the name 'Ray D. Pour to the

roster,

Ali Bouzménd was Jalalipour's roommate, and.he attended the

meeting with him and other Persians. 'He substantiated Jalalipour's
account of the argumeht and stated that.he‘did not see Sirhan at
the meeting. - Bouzmané fit the description of a man wearing a

Van Dyke style beard whom Duarte stated he saw with Sirhan at

the meeting.

Bouzmand was taken to the home of Jose Duarte for the purpose of
identification. After looking closely at Bouzmand, Duarte winked
at investigators’and stated, "That's the man that was with Sirhan

Sirhan."

Reinterview of Jose Duarte

The following day Duarte was’ reinterviewed and shown a photé—
graph of Jalalipour. He stated that Jalalipour and Sirhan lookéd
alike, but he insisted that Sirhan was the man he had afgued

with at the meeting. He explained that after the assassination
he saw photographs of Sirhan on television and in the newspapers.

Sirhan resembled the man he had argued with so he had contacted

2025 RELEASE-UBEBRE.0. 14176

T,
=~ —



L ze g e = me

severél newspapers. In the articles in the newspapers and on
radio broadcasts,; he requesfed that the man he had argued with
come forward and identify himself. Duarte felt that because no
one came forward that the man he argued with must have been
sirhan. Duarte concluded this interview by stating, "I would

rather die than lose face."

Interviews with Duarte's Cuban Associates

~

Investigators interviewed Alberto Velazco, Frank Martineé, Frank

Gutierrez, Albert Barco and Esteban Fernéndez; all of whom were
associated with Duarte's anti-Castro group and were present at

the meeting.on May 21, 1968. Investigators sought to find a

witness close to Duarte who could clarify the conflict developing

in the allegation. .

Velazco's account of the Shinoff speech - -and Duarte's attempt to
speak to the meeting\was eséentially'the same as that of otheér
witnesses. He recalled that the man who argued with Duarte had

asked Duarte how much the C.I.A. was paying him. Velazco stated

- that the argument did not result in any physical contact between

the two. He was shown photographs of .Jalalipour and Sirhan.
He said that Jalalipour looked like-Sirhan but he identified
the picture of Sirhan as béing'the man who argﬁéd with Duarte.
Velazco stated that he was not sure why he identified Sirhan
except that Duarte haa told him that Sirhan was the man he had

argued with. o e

Frank Martinez substantiated Velazco's support of Duarte's alle-
gation. When shown the photographs of Jalalipour and Sirhan,

he stated that they looked like the same person. When it was
, :
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explained which was which, Martinez then stated that the picture
of Sirhan was. a picture of the man who argued with Duarte at

the meeting.

Frank Gutierrez was also present at the meeting. He had accom-

panied Duarte and the Cuban group but stated that he was not a

‘close friend of Duarte. The others in the anti-Castro group,

he stated, were close friends of Duarte. Gutierrez verified

that an argument between Duarte and another male took place;

" however, when shown pictures of Sirhan and Jalalipour, he could

identify neither of them as being the man involved in the argu-
ment.. When.told of Duarte's claim tha@ Sirhan was the man he
had argued with, Gutierrez stated, "I think Duarte's imagination
is running away with him." He felt that Duarte was attempting -
to gain publicity for him;elf from the incident. Investigators
had learned that Duarte haé‘traveled to Florida and in the Los
Angeie~ area to épeak to groups about his confrontation with the

man he identified as Sirhan.

InveStigators.believed that Duarte had no£ seen Sirhan at the
meeting and that he had argued instead with Reza Jalalipour.
Specific statémeﬁts of witnesses made this conclusion the moét
probable. Each of the Persian group denied that they saw Sirhan
and each identifieé Jalalipour as being the pexson arguing with
Duarte. Duarte himself,‘when confronted personally with Ali
Bouzmand, identified him as the man with Sirhan the‘ﬁiéht of

the meeting. Bouzmand, Jalalipour's roommate, had described

the eveﬁts af the meetiﬁg and verified that Jalalipour had

argued with Duarte.

, ~450~
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Three other witﬁesses, Mro.Allen Pinson, Mrxr. Chuck Smith and
Miss Alene Bullock, had beeu guests present at the meeting. . '
pinson and Smith both recalled that‘Jalélipou: and Duarte had

argued at the meeting. Miss Bullock recalled seeing Jalalipour

and she remembered the argument; but she was not sure whether

Jalalipour was the one arguing with Duarte.

The only verification of Duarte's allegation came from members
of his own group. One associate of his, Frank Gutierrez, denied
that Duaxte had argued with Sirhan though hé could not state

that the othex party was Jalalipour.

Polygraph Examination of Duarte

Investigators axranged a meeting between Duarte and Jalalipour.
Jalalipour restated, for Duarte's.benefit, that he had been at
the May 2lst meeting and that he had argued with Duarte during
Duarte's anti~Castro speech. Duarte admitted that Jalalipour
looked like the man he had argued with. Investigators advised
Duarte of Frank Gutierrez'é denial that Duarte had argued with
Sirhan. Duarte stated, "No matter if all the Cubans that were
with me say it was not Sirhan Sirhan, I still say it was Sirhan
Sirhan." Duarte was asked at thét time if he would submit to

a polygraph examination. He agreed to do so.

Duarte‘was adﬁinistered a polygraph examination by Lieutenant
Hernandez on August 9, 1968, at the Scientific Investiéétion
Division. At points where crucial key gquestions were asked
during the examination,; Duarte's responses indicated quite

strongly that he was being untruthful. He was specifically
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asked the folloﬁing questions, to which his physiological

responses at each salient point suggested that his answers

u -
were truthful.

Q

0

A

ol S oI R ol

If I.ask you guestions about-Sirhan, wiil you tell me
ﬁie truth?

Yes.

When you toid the police that you and Sirhan almost

had a fight, did you tell them the truth?

"Yes.

s

Can you truthfully say that you have seen or talked
to Sirhan in person? |
Yes. ‘

Have you lied to any of my qéestions about Sirhan?
No. | .

Have you honestly ever seen Sirhan in person?

Yeé, |

Was the person that argued with you at the.meeting
Sirhan? .

Yes.

Duarte was informed that his responses to many questions clearly

indicated that he was either honestly mistaken or deliberately

being untruthful. During the examination Duarte answered, "No,"

when asked whether the person who argued with him had pushed

him with his hands. This conflicted with his earlier'account

of the incident.

.

It was the examiner's opinion that Duarte had never seen, talked -
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with nor been in the sane room with Sirhan. When informed of
this conclusion; Duaxte made a lengthy and broad rationalization
as to why he had made his statements. to the police. He stated
that he must maintain the same statement that-ﬁe had made prior
to- taking thé examination. He indicated that this was necessary
so that he would be ﬁade a liar in opén court; that in this way

the Communistic elements working within our society might

possibly be found and made known to the public.
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' MINUTEMAN . ~ MICHAEL VEJVODDA

On Wednesday, June 12, 1963, Mrs. Ruth Foster was interviewed by

investigators. She stated that she was acquainted with a man

named Michael Vejvodda whom she reported to be a militant and
a member of the San.Diego Minutemen. Mrs. Foster stated that
she believed that Vejvodda and Sirhan were associated and that

vejvodda had a part in the assassination of Robert Kennedy.

The investigation determined that Michael Vejvodda was not
associated with Sirhan nor was he connected with the assassi-

‘nation. The San Diego Police Department assisted this Department

with the investigation.

Interview with Mrs. Foster

Foster stated during her interview that ij%odda had visited her
home shortly after thé‘assassiﬁation of Martin Luther King. He
was jubilént énd told foster.fhét this éésassination Qas only
the beginninggﬁ He saiéﬁkﬁaéxéoﬁetﬂiné bi; Qéé éﬁing‘to happen

on June 2, 1968, but he would not elaborate.

Foster stated that Vejvodda visited her homé again on May 13,
1968, an@ hg.told her of a young man he had just met who lived
in Pasadena. He said the young man "thinks the éame way I do,
and he is going to be good for the cause." Vejvodda sﬁowed
Foster a map of the United States with most of the states out-
lined in red. He said that sometime in November those ‘states
would be blown up. This would occur when the Master Prophet

who lived in Salt Lgke City gave the crder. He later changed
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the date to sometime after the first of the year. Vejvodda

said the only safe place would be the Roéky Mountain Basin.

Oon June 10, 1968, after the Kennedy assassination, Vejvodda
visited Foster's home again. He was very jubilant and stated
that Vice-President Humphrey would be‘next. He told Foster
that he was in San Diego when Kennedy was shot, and he received
a phonercall shortly after the shooting. HThe caller allegedly
séid, "It has been done; Kennedy has been shot." Vejvodda left

Long Beéch on' June 11, 1968, the next day, and went to San

Diego.

Foster told investigators that she beliéved that Vejvodda was

a courier for a militant ofganization, probably the Minutemen.,
She allegedly saw-him with large "amounts of money and that he
héd told hexr it wés his job to buy guns, ammunition and food

for éhis organization. He allegedly.said that he had purchased
hand grenadés énd explosives in Los Angeles. Fostexr stated that
Vejvodda was a health food adaict and that she believed he met
Sirhan while ﬁe was working in a health food store in Pasadena.

She believed that the man Vejvodda stated that he met in Pasadena

was Sirhan.

On June 19, 1968, Michael Vejvodda was arrested at his apartment
in San Diego by the San Diego Police Department for burglary.
His arrest came as a result of information provided by a confi-

dential informant. Vejvodda was in possession of a carbine

rifle and.a large amount of ammunition when he was arrested.
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sén Diego officérs had been advised by Intelligence Division of
the.allégation:made against Vejvodda. They assisted this |
Deéaitment by intervigwing'Vejvoddé aﬁd determining that he was
not invo}ved.with Sirhan. San Diego investigators determined
Vejvodda's prior'reéidences and inforﬁation about his political
background. This information wasmreceived from Vejvodda in the
post~arrest inter%iew by San Diego Police Lieutenant Cochran

and Sergeant J. W. Kennedy.

Vejodda stated that he lived primarily in the Omaha-Minneapolis

area until 1962. He lived in San Francisco and Long Beach,

California, from February 1962 to September 1962. He traveled
around the United States from 1963 to 1964 and lived in Long

Beach from January 1964 to March 1967. From March 1967 to the

- date of the interview, he lived in San Diego.

Vejvoéda admittgd to some militant actifities, citing an incident
in Long Beach where he and others threw a brick through a window
of the United Nétions office window. He stated that his associates.
dﬁring that incident might have been members of the American Nazi
Party. He readily admitted that he disliked Robert Kennedy and

that he was at one time a membe? of the John Birch Society.

Vejvodda was asked if he would submit to a polygraph examination.
Sergeant R. E. Prouty conducted the examination. 'The test sought

to determine Vejvodda's involvement in San Diego burélaries as

well as his involvement with Sirhan.

When Vejvodda was asked the following eight questions, there
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deception noted.

Have you committed thefts in San Diego?
No.

Do you belong to the American-Nazi Party?
No. |

Do you belong to the Minutenen?

No. A

. Do you belong to the Communist Paxty?

No.

Do you now belong to the John Birch Society?

Nc. |

Have you lied to the inveétigating officers, besides_
what you have told me about?

No.

Are you withholding any iqformation that you know we _
we should find out?

No.

There were slight indications of deception when Vejvodda

answered the following guestion: "Have you ever conspired with

anyone

else to take another person's life?" He answered, "No."

Vejvodda's background was completely unrelated to Sirhan's. No

association could be established between Sirhan and Vejvodda.

The polygraph eXxamination revealed that Vejvodda had nevex known

Sirhan.

nilitant

Though the test showed that he was not associated with

groups such as the American Nazi Party or the Minutemen,

Vejvodda admitted brevious contact with right-wing and militant
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demonstration groups.

Iinvestigator's detexrmined éhat Mrs. Fostex, the informant, had
learned about Sirhan's employmeﬁt in a Pasadena health food
store from a television broadcast the‘night of the assassination.
Long Beach Police D?partment Intelligence Division reported that
Mrs. Foster was an informant for their Department but that her

information was not alway reliable and that she occasionally

made hysterical statements.

Investigatoré could not determine why Mrs. Foster believed that

Vejvodda knew Sirhan, but they concluded that she magnified the

statements Vejvodda had made to her.
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POSSIBLE ASSOCIATION WITH COMMUNISTS

A

on the day following the assassination of Robert Kennedy,
informaéion was received from alconfidential and reliéble
source that a man named Walter S. Crowe, Jr. had been talking
to people about his long-standing acquaintance with Sirhan

Sirhan.

Crowe had £old the informant that he had been with Sirhan a

few weeks ﬁefore the assassination and that the two had
discussed Crowe's activities with the Communist Party. Walter
Crowe subsequently told investiq?tors that he feared that he
might have jinfluenced Sirhan's decision to kill Senator Kennedy

because he attempted to interest Sirhan in the Communist

movement.

The F.B.XI. re?ort of Crowe's remarks'also.described a 1961
Volkswagen sedan registered to Adel B. Sirhan, brother of
Sirhan Sirhan, which was observed parked in the vicinity of -
Baces Hall, 1528 Noxth Vermont, ﬁos Angeles, 'The vehicle was
observed on two occasions, Decemberls, 1953, and January 16,
1966, while meetings of the ;Citizens Committee to Preserve
American Freedoms" and the W.E.B. Du Bois Club were in progress
at that location. The occupant of the vehicle was not seen on

either occasion.

A confidential source also reported that members of the -
Southern California District Communist Party were greatly con-
cerned that an association between Sirhan and the Communist

Party might be created. This fear apparently developed after
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remaxks regarding Sirhan's possible Communist or left~wing
asgsociations were made on television by Mayor Yorty.
investigators &ere.responsible for‘ascertaining the validity

of Sirhan's alleéed.association with Communisfs and to deter-
nine thé extent to which Sirhan's relationship Qith Walter-Crowe
had influenced Sirhan's béhavior° The investigation concluded
that neither Sirhan nor his brother Adel were involved in
leftmwingimeetings at thce Baces Hall in Los Angeles. It was
determined that Adel Sirhan.was employed at The Fez Restaurant
near Baces Hall, and his vehicle was parked there the nights

he worked at the restaurant.

The investigation of Walter Crowe's association with Sirhan
remained open at the time this report was-completed° It was
detexrminad éhat Crowe had been closely associated with Sirhan
for a few years whiie thef were in schocl together. Crowe did
relate to investiéators that he felt responsible for instilling
Sirhan with ideas which may have stimulated him to kill Senator
Kennedy. Additionally, polygraéh examination of Walter Crowe,
Jroucaused investigators to believe that Crowe had possiblg
knowledge that Sirhan was planning to attempt the assassination
of Senator Kennedy. There was, however, no substantive evidence
available to investigators to indicate that Crowe actively
attempted to influence Sixhan in his plans to assassinate Kennedy.
An account of the investigation into the allegation regarding

(3

Sirhan's association with Communists is reported below.

-]
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zgterviews and Polygraph Examination of Walter Crowe

on June’ 7, i968 and June 14, 1968, F.B.I. special agents intex~
viewed Walter S. Crowe, Jr. They determined that Crowe had
known Sirhan and that the two had spént an evening together on
May 2, l968°' Crowe related to the'agents that he felt a

certain responsibility for the death of Senator Kennedy.

on July 8, 1968, Walter Crowe was interviewed by investigators
of this Department and a polygraph examination was administered.,
A lengthy discussion took place regarding the events that

occurred on May 2. Crowe stated that he and Sirhan discussed

the Arab-Israeli conflict and that Sirhan asked him guestions

about his political activities. Crowe tcld Sirhan that he hagd

-~

been an active member of the Communist Party in 1966 and 1967,

- Crowe stated that he might have tried to interest Sirhan in

the Communist Paxty, but it appeared to him that Sirhan was

"turned off" an@'fhe sdbject was droéped°

Crowe and Sirhan discﬁsséd Aréb terroxism and "Al Fatah," an
Arab texrorist'group° Sirhan made statements that Hitler was
a hero because of his anti-~Jewish attitudes. Crowe stated
that to the best of his knowledge Sirhan made no mention of
assassinating, shooting or killing anyone; however, he was not

sure whether Kennedy's name might not have been mentioned in

some other context.

~

Crowe voluntarily agreed to submit to a polygraph examination,
and he was told that he could ask questions during the test,

A Zone Control Test was given containing twelve questions, seven
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of which were irrelevant and five of which were relevant to

the issue of the assassination.

Duriﬁg the course of the examination, Crowe emitted deceptive
physiologica; responses at these three cruciai key questions:
Q. I£ I ask yoa que tvons about Sirhan, will you tell me
‘ the truth? \
A, Yes, sir.‘
Q.. When you talked with Sirhan, did he tell you he was
'plannlng @o shoot Senator Kennedy?
A. No.

Q. Did Sirhan ever tell you he was planning to shoot

Kennedy?

~—
-~

Ao NOa

Lieutenant Hernandez, who was administering the test, told Crowe

of the deception in his answers.. Crowe reiterated that he hagd

not discussed Kennedy with Sirhan. Crowe then said that Swrhan

may have sald something about Kennedy. Somethlnc like “Well,
Walt, you know,; Walter, if somebody should shoot that bastard."®
Crowe then said that he was afraid investigators might ask him

to what degree he had influenced Sirhan. ' Crowe stated that

because of Sirhan's actions and demeanor and the discussion of

"Al Fauah" at their meeting, that Sirhan nay - have seen himself
as a revolutionary who had decided to commit an act of

terrorism,

»~

At this point Crowe stated that he had decided not to continue
the examination because he fdlt it against his interest to say
anything further until he had time to consult with an attorney.
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Ideally, more questions should have been asked to acguire
sufficient comparative éaééf There was no opportunity to make
this evaluation due to Crowe's decision not_to continue. Based
on the available polygrams, the onlf sound conclusion that
could be made was that Sirhan made some statement_to Crowe
regarding his intent to kill Kennedy. Whether oxr not this was
a casual remark or a detailed discussion could not be ascer-
tained from the test., Crowe agreed'to return on July 12 after

.consulting with an attorney.

On July 12, 1968, Crowe was reinterviewed byﬁinvestigators of
this Depaxtxﬁent° Little more could be elicited from Crowe as
to whether he knew if Sirhan planned to kill Kennedy. Crowe
stated definitely that he had not discussed shooting Kenhedy
with Sirhan at their meeting on May 2, 1968. The following was

Crowe's version of the history of his association with Sirhan:

Relationship Between Crowe and Sirhan

+ Cxrowe and Sirhan were casualrfriends from the time that they
were in grammar school together. Their casual friendship
continued on to Pasadena City College where they both enrolled
in an Arabic language class; They then became fairly close
friends and frequently visited each other's horﬁé° Crowe stated
that he was active in left-wing student groups at P.C.C.; but
that Sirhan seemed uninterested, though sympathetic, when Crowe
tried to interest him in joining the groups. This friendship
continved until 1965 when Crowe enrolled at U.C.L.A, and moved

to West Los angeles,
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crowe did not see Sirhan during the time that he was attending
U.C.L.A. Sirhan worked at vdrious jobs during this period

after leaving P.C.C. in 1965,

Crowe stated that after moving back into his parents' home in
Pasadena in 1968, his mother suggested that he call Sirhan as

a friendly gesture. She worked with Mrs., Mary Sirhan, Sirhan's

" mother, and was concerned about her., After many reminders

Crove called Sirhan and arranged an evening out. On May 2,
1968, Sirhan came to the Crowe home, and the two left together

in Sirhan's vehicle, a Volkswagen sedan.

The two wenﬁ to the Bobfs Resragrant at 1616 Eas£ Coloradé
Boulevard“in.Pésadena; then to a "topless" bar on Foothill
Boulevard; later to another “"topless" bar called the “"Black
Cat"; and, they concluded the evening at Exrnie's Téco
Restaurant. on Colorado Boulevard. Crowve stéted that they were
together for about two hours and tha£ two other men went wifh
them to the “topless® bars from Bob's Restaurant. Crowe could
not identify the two men other than tq'gtate that they attended
P.C.C, about the same time that he and Sirhan went there. A

check of P.C.C. yearbooks did not assist Crowe in remembering

the individuals.

Crowe stated that_the conversation during the'eveﬁing centered
about their political beliefs and their careex goals. .Crowe
later teld his mother that he felt that Sirhan had seemed wi.th-
drawn and that he acted as if he resented Crowe's superior

educational attainments.
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At the conclusion of his July 12 interview, Crowe had told
investigatoxs very little more about specific conversations

with Sirhan. Investigators believed that Crowe was overly

impressed with the possible impact that he had upon Sirhan's

sﬁate of mind. Crowe had also stated that he felt that he had

affected Sirhan during their school days at P.C.C. and that he
felt that those experiences may have influenced Sirhan to kill

Senator Kennedy. This appeared improbable to investigators.
Crowe obtained an attorney, John T.-McTernén, who contacted

investigators after Crowe's interview on July 12, 1968, 'He .

advised investigators that Crowe did not want to be interviewed

further except in the presence of an attorney.
—

McTernan was identified as a membexr of the Commﬁnist Party by

the House Committee on Un-American Activities -in 1952, Intelli-

gence Division files have over 1000 -separate reference caxds on

his activities.’

Investigation of Crowe's Meeting with Sirhan
Investiggéors contacted various witnesses at locations which
Crowe stated that he and Sirhan stopped at the night of May 2,
1968, The consensus of witnesses' statements was that they dig
not remember Sirhan or Crowe being in their establishment on
May 2, 1968. Several of the witnesses recogﬁized pictures of

Sirhan from the newspaper accounts of the assassination but

-~

most had nevex seen Sirhan or Crowe in person.
Mr. Robkert Roose, manager of Bob's Restaurant; remembered Sirhan

from his days as a student at P.C.C, He had never seen Crowe
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and had not seen Sirhan for about one year.

Miss Marilyn Hunt, a'waitress at the "Hi Life" bar on Colorado
Boulevaxd, was workiﬁg atlfﬁe baxr 6n:May 2, 1968, This bar was
identified by Crowe as being one of the locations that he and
sirhan stopped. Hunt recalled Sirhan as an occaéional patron
who came to the bar alone. She did not recognize Walter Crowe,

JdXe

‘Crow told investigators that he and Sirhan went to a "topless"

bar called the "Black Cat" on Foothill Boulevard. . There is

. only one bar in Pasadena called the "Black Cat" and it is not

"topless." A "topless" bar called the "Cat~Patch Bar" is

located on Foothill Boulevard.

Thomas Enlow, the owner of the *Black Cat," did not recognize
Crowe and only recognized Sirhan from photographs from the

newspapers. He stated that neither man had been in his bar.

Dennis Gorman, the managex, and three walitresses of the Cat~

Patch Bar did not recall ever seeing Crowe or Sirhan in person,

specifically on May 2, 1968. They @éid recognize Sirhan from

newspaper photographs.

Mr. Fred éhibly, manager of Ernie Jr's Taco House in Pasadena,
did not recognize photographs of Walter Crowe; however, he
remembered Sirhan as a patron of the restaurant who came there

with other Arab students.

Miss Marian Modjallaly, a cashier at the restaurant, attended

P.C.C. at the same time as Sirhan but did not know him
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personally. She recognized his photograph but did not recog-
nize Crowe's photograph, and she could not recall either man

ever being a patron of the restaurant.

Crowe subsequently Eoid investigators that he told a frieﬁd,
William Divale, about his meeting with Sirhan. Crowe told
bDivale about his previous friendship witﬁ Sirhan and that

Sirhan seemed more disoriented than he had.ever seen him, Sﬁch
a gulf existed between their thoughts that Crowe had no desire
to renew their old friendship. Divale repoxrted to iﬁvestigato;s

that on the day of the assassination he recognized'sirhan's

‘nanme and atéempted to contact Crowe. He was unable to do so

because he did not have Crowe's business phone number.

N
Investigation of Crowe's ‘Background

- Walter Crowe, Jr. was born in Pasadena, California, on August

3, 1945, Crowe and his family moved to 1300 Topeka, Pasadena,

in 1948 and his parents still reside there. He graduated from

v

John Muir High School in 1963; Pasadena City College in 1965;

.and;, he obtained a bachelor's degree in history from U.C.L.A.

in the sbring of 1968.

Crowe's employment record was not lengthy, consisting of jobs
as a parking lot attendant and laboratory assistant. Both jobs
occurred while Crowe attended U.C.L.A: At the time of the
investigation, Cro&e was employed as a social workexr with the

-

Los Angeles County Welfare Department.

Investigatoxs' concern about Crowe's association with Sirhan

centered upon Crowe's open admission that he was a Communist.
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Crove's involvement with leftist groups apparently began while
he attended P.C.C. He atteﬁpted to organize a chapter of the
"Students for a Democratic Society,“ aﬁd he helped to form the
"Ad Hoc Committee for Negro Rights."™ Neither organization was

listed as a bona fide students ¢lub at the college according to

the Administrative Dean at P.C.C,

Howard Gross was a roommate of Walter Crowe when both resided

at a co-op housing project located at 500 Landfair Street, West
Los Angeles., He shéred the apartment with Crowe and a South
Korean,; Mr, ng'heum Yun. Gross recalled that Crowe kept
Marxist literature, a Russian flag and a Du Bois Club hat in .
his room. Crowe alsc expounded Communistic philosophy occa-
sionally. Gross did ndtxrecognize a photograph of Sirhan and

stated that he had never seen Sirhan at the apartment,

Mr. Yun stated during an interview that he never became friendly
with Crowe when he lived in the apartment. Yun is an exchange
student from South Korea and stated that he is an anti-Communist.

He likewise had never seen Sirhan at the apartment.

Walter Crowe, Sr. and Margarét Crowe, pafents of Walter Crowe;
Jr., related to investigators. that Sirhan and their son were
close.friends until their son went to U.C.L.A. The friendship
was closest when both men were taking an Arabic language course
together at P.C.C. The Crowes had no'personal opinion regarding
Sirhan's political attitudes and were surprised to learn that
their son was a self-professed Communist. They dismissed the

matter as an attempt by their son to express himself and gain
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notoriety as an intellectual.. They believed that their son's
attitudes probably developed'from a political science course

taken in high school.

Investigators interviewed Mrs. Maril&nn Brunten, Crowe's older
sisterx, th was a @eacher in Stockton, California. She recalled
Sirhan's visits t& the Crowe home and remembers him as a guiet,
neat, well-mannered boy. The only political remarks she

recalled him making were occasional anti-Israeli statements.

Investigation of Crowe's Associates

Investigators next began a check of the knowh associates of
Walter Crowe to determine if they could establish further con-
tacts bﬁtween Sirhan and persons connected with left~wing

activities or the Communist Party.

Thomas Good - 5

Thomas Daniel Good was a fellow student of Sirhan and Crowe in
high school and at Pasadena City College. Good wés mentioned
'by Crowe as having possibly influenced\sirhan during their
school years,

Darwin R. 3ussell, an eleveﬁth grade United States History
teacher of Sirhanland Good, remembered the two as good friends.
He recalled that Good was frequently a préblem in class. BHe
felt that Good was very anti-government and'the closest to
being an anarchist that Russell had ever had in a class. He.
considered Good fully aware politically for his age aﬁa believed

that Good could have influenced Sirhan had they been friends.,
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Good was interviewed on June 14, 1968, by F.B.I. investigators
in‘the'San Francisco Office of the F.B.I. Good's attorney,
Aubrey Gxosémaﬁ, was present during the interxview. Good
remembered Sirhan from schéol but stéted that he considered him

an acquaintance rather than a friend., Ne visited the Sirhan

home on three occasions and once went on a picnic with the

Sirhan family. Good recalled last seeing Sirhan sometime in

1964, when-both were attending P.C.C.

.Good céuld no£ recall Sirhan expressing any political views
except that he_made anti-Israeli ;emarks.‘ Hé never heard Sirhan
“make antiéKennedy remarks, nor did he ever detect a strain of
violence in him. Good recalled that Sirhan did associate Qithr

other Arab students at P.C.C. but that Sirhan appeared the most

nationalistic of the Arabs he knew. Good stated that Waltex

Crowe seemed to be Sirhan's only friend.

Mrs. Margaret Crowe stated to investigators that Good and Crowe
had been friends while the two were in school together. She
stated that she did not believe they had seen one another since

Good went to San Jose in 1965 to go to college,

Intelligence Division files show that Crowe and Good partici-

pated in an anti-Vietnam war demonstration on August 26, 1965,

at the Biltmore Hotel,

William Divale

o

Crowe met William Divale when both were attending a history

Class at P.C.C. They discovered that they had an interest in

Marxist theory and became close friends.. They enrxolled at

i
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U.C.I7. A, and shared an apa;tment together at 2540 South
Bérrington Avenuve, Los Angeles, until July 1967. Divale stated
to investigatois that he was admittedly a Communist and that he
recruited Crowe into the Communist Party. 'Crowe would only
admit to investigators that he was a'dués~paying member in the
students club of the Communist Party, This subject said he
recalled Crowe making reference to the Sirhan family in conver=-

sation, but he had never met any of the family in -person.

Survelllance of Walter Crowe

On November 25, 1968, a surveillance was begun of Walter Crowe
in an attempt to establish an undercover operator as a Crowe
associate. The surveillance continued until December 7, 1968,

‘when it was concluded with unsuccessful results.

The undercover dberator attgmpted to follow Crowe from his home
to local hangouts and bars. All attempts to follow Crowe were
unsuccessful due to heavy traffic in the Pasadena area. Addi-
tional investigators‘joinéd the’ surveillance, but a completed
contact couid not bg-made‘py the operator with Crowe. It
appeared to investiéators that on one or two occasions Cr&we
purpoself gauged traffic signal lights to prevent a successful

surveillance. It was not known whether Crowe was simply being

careful or if he knew that he was being folldwed°

Although the operation was unsuccessful, it was revealing
insofar as it provided information as to Crowe's habits, activi-
ties and associates. Names and vehicles of previously unknown

contacts of Crowe vwere processed for possible association with

|
|
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Sirhan or subversive activities,

Department Intelligence Division sources indicated an extensive
record of Crowe's political'activity from August 30, 1965, to
June 1, 1968, Thirty-eight file car&s from confidential

sources shéwed & progression of agsociation with Coﬁmunist

front organizations, such as the "Students for a Democratic
‘Society" and the "W.E.B. Du Bois Cluﬁo" Sources also indicated
that Crowe was a member of the Communist Party while he attended
U,C.L.A. Crowe was'registered as a member of the Peace and

Freedom Party at the time of the investigatibn°
)

" A similar check of Crowe's known associates revealed that many

had information cards in the file of Intelligence Division.
Sirhan_sirhan's name did not appear anywhere in the Department's
Intelligence Division file. A furthex check of the known

associates was made of the F.B.I, -intelligence files. A check _

of Sirhan's name there proved negative.

A total of 148 names of possible known associates of Walterxr
Crowe, many with left-wing and Communist backgrounds, were
checked through local, state and federal'intelligence files for

an association with Sirhan. The results in all cases were

negative.,

To date no Communist or left-wing connection with Crowe, any
of his associates, or other unrelated subversive elements has
been established with Sirhan Sirhan, Due to the unsatisfactory

results of Crowe's polygraph examination and the reticence of

witnesses to make complete statements duxing the investigation,

~473~

- 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

e oo s 3

e s g, i
. " - -



o —n et T

— b

v ke

* O ———

the truth or falsity of Sirhan's possible connections with

subversive elements could not be completely established.

Du Bois Club Allegation Cleared

An investigation into the possibility of Sirhan's involvement
with the Du Bois Club was prompted'by information found in
Los Angeles Police Department intelligence files. The infor-

mation involved a vehicle registered to Adel Sirhan; brothex

of the accused assassin, which had been observed parked in

front of Baces Hall at 1528 North Vermont on the same night

that a Du Beis Club meeting was held at the same address.

Subseqﬁent investigation discloéed that Adel-Sirhan was
employed at The Fez Restaurant at 1508 North Vermont, which is
located next door to this meeting hall; Examination of the
recorés of the restaurant revealed that Adel Sirhan was working

on the night of the meeting in question, January 16, 1966.

William T. Divale, formexr rooﬁmate of Waltex Crowe, Jr., was
also contacted in this matter by investigators. He stated that

he was the former head of the Los Angeles Central W.E.B. Du Bois

‘Club. He stated that Sirhan Sirhan was not a member of this

organization.
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INVESTIGATIONS INWVOLVING THE FEZ RESTAURANT

There were two allegations involving)the Fez Restaurant. One,
that Sirhan B. Sirhan often frequented The Fez and talked quite
openly about politics and his political beliefs. Second, it
has been alleged that Sirhan became angered by a female in The

Fez and cut her with a broken bottle.

In an effort to determine the validity of these allegations,

‘investigators interviewed the owners, the employees, and patrons

of the Fez. The investigation that follows revealed that Sirhan

- Sirhan had only been in the Fez on one or two occasions and that

Sirhan was not the individual involved in the incident with the
broken bottle. Information gained at the Fez aided investigators
in determining that Sirhan had not attended meetings of the

W.E.B. DuBois Club in a building near the Fez.

- The Investigation

The Fez Restaurant, located at 1508 North Vermont, is co-owned
and managed by two brothers, Louis and Fred Shelby. There are
two rooms that are used by the patrons. The restaurant caters
to Shriner groups, church gréups, and numerous school district
méetings‘ It is a family type‘restaurant downstairs, and the
dress in semi-formal. The upstairs room is informal and used

by students and young adults. Lou Shélby stated that the clien-
tele at his restaurant is composed of 70 percent non-Arabian
individuals and 30 percent of individuals of Arabian descent.
Shelby stated that activities in the upstairs room were directed
more towards drinking and entertainment and the customers were

I
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predominantly Arabian and other foreign nationality students.

Entertainment is supplied by the patrons and one or two musicians.

After the Kennedy assassination, the upétairsuroom was open only
on Friday and Saturday nights. ILou Shelby stated that beéause
of numerous.arguments and fights, -he has been forced to close it
except on the weekends. ‘Investigators ascertained that the
majority of the political and religious arguments and fights at

The Fez took place upstairs. . : s

Louis Shelby Interview

Lou Shelby disclosed that his initial contact with the Sirhan
family came through his connection with a former employee,- Adel
Sirhan. BHis records revealed that Adel Sirhan was employed per-

iodically as a musician from January 1, 1962, through June, 13867.

Sheiby disclosed that Aéel Sirhan, worked night hours at his
club. He.stated:to the best of his knowledge, Adel Sirhan would
usually park his Vehicle on North Vermént Avenue or in a nearby
parking lot.

Shelby stated that Adel Sirhan could best be described as -an
extremely practical pragmatist who was positiv;ly not connected
with any communist causes. Shelby'stated that he felt certain
that Adel Sirhan was in no way connecﬁed with the W.E.B. DuBois
Clubs of America (DCA) which he understood held meetings in a
hall located north of The Fez Re§taurant. Shelby cdnginued that
he knew of no other member of the Sirhan family that was connected

with the DCA.
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shelby disclosed that Adel Sirhan terminated his employment at
The Fez in June of 1967, due to persoﬁal reasons involving Adel's
feeling tha£ he would be looked down on-fof marrying a girl who
was a dancer. Shelby stated that Adel Sirhan wés at that time

going with a Mylene Kay, an exotic-dancer at The Fez.

Shelby stated that Adel Sirhan never discussed politics. He
was not the serious type. . He believed in having a good time.

He had many girl griends while working at The Fez.

. Shelby disclosed that Sirhan Sirhan came to The Fez on one or

two occasions but at no time created an incident there.

- Shelby stated that his only detailed conversation with Sirhan

Sirhan occurred during Easter 1968, when Shelby and his family
were traveling to the homes of family friends. He stated that

he and Sirhan B. Si;han engaged in a lengthy political discussion
at the Sirhan family home. Sirhan was interested in his opinions.
because he.had graduated from U.C.L.A. with a folitical Séience

degree and had completed a year and a half of graduate work at

U.Cc. at Berkeley, specializing in International Relations and

Middle East politics.

Shelby stated that he and Sirhan had a heated argument about the
United States Government and its policies in the Mid-East. Sirhan
was violently against the United States and was a follcwer of

Egyptian President Nasser and his policies and beliefs.

He and Sirhan Sirhan discussed the problems of youth in America,

the hippie movement, and civil disobedience. Shelby stated that

i
~477-

2028°'RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

e R et Iaca

e,
o S




e R e e RN M e s v

Wt To e e RAALRWIRN A SEMAPA LB oA %5 b

e s e P g e

girhan was definitely unhappy with "the establishment" and was
extremely politically oriented. His primary concern was in

connection with the Israeli-Arab problem.

sirhan was concernéd about America and the direction it wés

taking as governed by its foreign policy. Shelby stated that
Sirhan talked to him of how the American foreign poliéy affected
americans as individuals and adviseq him tﬁat he felt conclusively
that the American foreign policy was responsible for the estab-

V)

iishment of the State of Israel.

Shelby advised that the word “"frustrated" would best describe
Sirhan Sirhan. Sirhan expressed feelings that Arxabs, as well

as nations, wére powerless to do anything about the worldwide
Zionist plot. Shelby advised that he-would describe Sirhan Sirhan
- as confused, idealistic, and somewhat "left wing" in his political
philosophies. |

. \
Shelby stated that he also knew Sirhan's brother, Sharif Sirhan,

who recently had been visiting The Fez once or twice a week.

Interview With Frederick Shelby

Frederick Shelby advised officers that he is a co-owner of The

Fez Restaurant. Fred Shelby stated that to his knowledge during
the five years that Adel girhan worked at The Fez, Sirhan Sirhan
had been to the restaurant on one occasion. Shelby stated that

Adel Sirhan introduced him to Sirhan Sirhan and Marf Sirhan at

that time.

Shelby told investigators that during Adel Sirhan's employment

. at The Fez, he was an outstanding and sincere worker.
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gaxeh Boujigién Denied lolding Political Conversations With Sirhan

1t was alleged that Zareh Boujigian, an assistant manager at The

Fez, knew Sirhan Sirhan and that he had numerous political conver-

sations with Sirhan. /

Boujigian related to officers that he worﬁed approximately three
or four years at The Fez as an assistant to Lou Shelby. Boujigian
was introduced to Sirhan Sirhan through Adel Sirhan. Boujigian
1éarned from Adel Sirhan that Sirhan Sirhan wanted to be a jockey.
Boujigian had seen Sirhan three or four times since they were
introduced. He saw Sirhan at Santa Anita Race Track in 1966.

He had never discussed politics or political beliefs with Sirhan

and had, in fact, never had any lengthy conversations with him.

Boujigién stated he had had numerous conversations with Sharif
Sirhan prior to and after the assassination. During these conver-
- ¢
sations, Sharif had talked about his frustration with Robert
Kennedy and his policies. On one occasion Boujigian asked Sharif
why Sirhan shot Kennedy,'and Sharif ans&ered that, in his opinion,

Sirhan had become so agitated by Kennedy's pro-Israelil tendencies

that he took it upon himself. to kill him.

Interview with Mike Siam Regarding Sirhan Fighting in The Fez

Mike Siam was employed as the-manager of The Fez Restaurant
during the time Adel Sirhan worked there as a musician. He met

the whole Sirhan family at the time Sirhan's sister died.

-

On Monday, December 26, 1967, Siam opened The Fez Restaurant
for the day. During the evening there was a dispute between a

female, Jamila Sellem, and a male whom he positively identified

’
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as Ahmad Yamni. Siam told investigators that he was in the

e

uppexr room of The Fez and an argument ensued between Sellem and
Yamni. Yamni broke a beer glass and attempted to strike Sellem
with it. Siam intervened and stopped the fight. The police

were not called.

Siam told investigators that Yamni has frequented The Fez
Reétaurant on numerous occasions. Many times he had been mis-
taken for one of the Sirhan brothers as he closely resembles
Sharif Sirhan. Siéﬁ said this is positively the person that had
‘ the fight with Sellem, and no member of .the éirhan family was

involved in this altercation.

‘_Siam recalled that Sirhan Sirhan came into The Fez on only one
occasion. That was dﬁring the time Adel Sirhan was employed as
a musician. Sirhan Sirhan sat by himself except when Adel

Sirhan would sit with him during.thé band breaks.

Siam had seen and talked to Sirhan Sirhan sevéral times'éuring
‘ the year 1967, when Sirhan x.ﬂas employed at the Santa Anita Race
‘ Track. He stated that he saw him around Christmas 1967, when
he had dinner at the Sirhan ﬁome. Duriné this visit to the
family home, he h&d no discussion whatscever with Sirhan, and
he found him to be a very quiet, serious individual who spoke

very little.

On the occasions when he saw Sirhan at the racetrack in 1967,
their only discussions were concerning either horses or their

families and that they never at anytime discussed any politics

or ideologies. The visits at the racetrack always occurred on

-
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Saturdays. He said that Sirhan never impressed him as having
a violent nature and that he seemed to he a guiet, reserved

individual who had always been polite_and well mannered.

Siam advised that he had not seen Sirhan since the Christmas
season of 1967, when he had dinnex Qith the Sirhan family, bﬁt
he occasionally saw Adel and Sharif, two of. Sirhan's brothers,

when they visited The Fez Restaurant from time to time.

Jamila Sellem Account of Attack in The Fez

Jamila Sellem has been a regular customer of The Fez Restaurant.

‘She was an acquaintance of Adel Sirhan and was introduced to one

of his brothers on one occasion, but she could not identify
which one. She stated'that in the lééter part of December 1967,
or the first part of January 1968, she was in the upstairs room_
of The Fez Restaurant with ;Agroup of people. She noticed a
persoﬁ whom she thought was Adel Sirhan who was drunk and in a
very stuperous condition. This person approached her and asked
her for a date. She stated, "No, I don't want to go out with
you." This person asked, "Why?" and she stated, "Because I am
Jewish and you are an Arabian." With this, the unidentified
person bfoke a glass and lgnged at her becoming violently angry.
At this time Mike Siam, the manager of The Fez Restaurant, inter-
vened and prevented the attack. Everybody calmed down, ané the
police were not called. Mike Siam identified the man as Ahmad
Yamni. Sellem told investigétors that she could not poéitively

identify the attacker.
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ggyliis Young Intexview

phillis H. Young was a cocktail waitress and part~time'dancer
formerly employed b& The Fez Restaurant. The day after the
Kennedy assassination she resigned her position because as she
stated, "I was in fear of my life after what happened the night
of the assassinatio;.“ Mrs. Young related that she was working
in The Fez the night of the aséassination. Mike Siam and a man
by the name of Sam were bartenders.on'duty that night. When
Mike and Sam heard of the assassination, they danced and sang.

one of them stated, "It's a great thing that Kehnedy has been

shot."

Mrs. Young stated she is of Jewish déscent, and as long as she
had worked at The Fez, wﬁich is about two and a half years, there
~
has always ‘been a certain amount of friction between her and

the Arab emplbyees° Young does not-understand Arabic, and

because it was spoken frequently by the Arab patrons, she can-

not state whether or not politics was discussed at the restaurant.

Mrs. Young denied that she khew Sirhan Sirhan and to her know-

ledge had never met him.

Investigators asked Young-ébout the alleged fiéht between Jamila
Sellem and an unidentified male Arabian which took place at The
Fez Restaurant in late December ofrl§67, or early January of
1968. She told them she was not awafe of that partiéﬁiar fight,
but there had been several arguments and fights ih The Fez
Restaurant while she was employed there and the police were not

usually called.
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Blsa Butlexr Report of Reaction to News of Shooting

—

Elsa Marie Butler worked as a belly dancer at The Fez., Many of
the émployees and customers have been vociferous in their

animosity towards Israel.

On the night of June 4, 1968, Miss Butlexr came to work at 8 p.m.

At about 1l a.m., June 5, 1968, customers entering the restaurant

mentioned that Senator Xennedy had been shot. There is no tele-
vigion nor radio in this.restauraht, and all inforﬁation chtained
was furniéhed by customers. When Butler vef%fied the fact that

a éhooting had taken place, she became very despondent and ter-
minated her act. At about the sanme time, she observed the manager
of the regtaurant, Mike Siam, yho appeared to be very elatéd
about the news. She said that he was clapping his hands and
eﬁcouraéing singing in Arabic. She could not understand the
meaning but noted that the song ended with the Arabic work
"Yehudi" which means "Jewish." In éddition, Siam stated in
English that he was glad that the shooting had occurred and

made a statement that he believed the Jewish people had done

this,.

Miss Butler éaid that although a number of Jordanians have fre-
quented this restaurant, she has never- known Sirhan Sirhan to
bé a customer. Butler expressed the opinion‘that because of the
intense nationalism expressed by the customers and employees,

the atmosphere of The Fez had been most conducive to ﬁi;;hts°

Joyce Stone Report of Meeting Sirhan Brothers
Joyce Cecelia Stone telephoned investigators and regquested an

interview. She had become acquainted with members of the Sirhan
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family at The Fez Cafe. Mrs. Stone said that approximately
five years ago she met Adel Sirhan whén he was employed at The

Fez as a musician. To the best of her knowledge, she was intro-,

.duced to Sharif Sirhan in October of November of 1967 and saw

him at The Fez approximately two or three times. Sometime
during the fall of 1967, she was introduced to Sirhan Sirhan.
She isn't sure how many times she saw him in The Fez but states

it may have been only once.

buring the five yeérs she knew Adel Sirhan, she never knew him
to discuss poiitics. She never heard Sharif Sirhan speak
poiitically and is of the opinion he did not frequent The Fez.
She was there on many occasions and~éeldom saw him. She.stated
that she had casual conversations with Sirhan Sirhan, that he
was a moderate beer drinker, never loud nor boisterous, hc
never danced, he made no mention of-his physical health, his
employment, and he nevexr spoke of his family. On one occasion
Sirhan became angry at the United States for éssisting Israel

in the last Egypt-Israel War. Sirhan claimed‘that the United

" States provided radio cover from United States ships for the

benefit of Israel. This is the only mention Sirhan ever made

to her of a political nature.’

Results of the Investigation

Investigators, through their interviews, were able to place

Sirhan B. Sirhan in the restaurant on only one occasion., This

was in 1966 or 1967, during Adel Sirhan's employment. Sirhan,;

accompanied by his mother, Mary Sirhan, apparently came for the
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purpose of watching Adel play the oud. Investigators determined
that Sirhan was not involved ox even on the premises during the

alleged altercation.

Investigators have been unable to discover any evidence of a
conspiracy originating at The Fez Restaurant and have found no
connection between The Fez Restaurant and Sirhan B. Sirhan

regarding a conspiracy. N
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ARAB STUDENT GROUPS

Sirhan B. Sirhan attended Pasadena City College from September,
1963 until May 18, 1965. During this period Sirhan allegedly

belonged to two Arab groups on cumpus, “"The Internatlonal Club”
and the "Organlzatlon of Arab Students in the Unltbd States of

America and Canada."

It wao determined that Sirhan was involved with one of the groups

and not the other. .-

Organization of Arab Students

Kanan Abdul Latif Hamzeh first met Sirhan around 1965; while he
(Hamzeh) was enrolled at Pasadena City College. While at the
college, he was president of the Organization of Arab Students
in the United States of america and Canada, with headquarters at
292% Broadway; New York City, New quk, 10025. This organi-
zation was formed in 1952 to éssist Arab students in adjusting
to academic life away from home. Sharif Sirhén, who was a
student at Pasadena City College and a member of the above
organization, introduced'sirhan girhan to Hamzeh. Sirhan

became a de facto member of this organizétion, but did not pay
dues to the parent organization. Although active, the group was
not recognized by Pasadena City College since such organizations
are prohibited. It was also not recognized és a formal local
organization by the parent organization in New York City since
the college did not give it authorization to operate. ’in spite

of the above technicalities, Hamzeh stated this organization

operated as all organizations of its kind on other campuses.
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thile Sirhan Sirhan was a mewber of the Organization of Arab
students he would volunteer for sowme of the less desirous work
for preparing meetings. Heé set up the chairs, arranged for a

tape recorder, and procured various refreshments for the group.

Hamzeh had helped Sirhan Sirhan with some math problems and Sirhan
had visited his apariment to tape some Arabian music. He recalled

'd

Sirﬁan was accompanied by one of his- brothers aﬁd é sister. In
conversations with several of the Sirhan brothers Hamzeh learned
that Sirhan Sirhan had constant arguments with them as well as -
’his mother. He was not tqld what the arguﬁents were about, but
surmised they were strictly of a family nature. He recalled

that Sirhan and one other brother stgted they weré unhappy'living
in the United States. Hamzeh believes that both brother§ were

: unéble to adjust to the social and political atmospherxre in this
country. When he.knew Sirhan he did not think that he was
capable of any major crime since school segmed to be foremost in
his mind. At that time Sirhar did not appear to be interested

iﬁ politics. But, Hamzeh felt that Sirhan éould easily have been

influenced by any Arab Nationalist cause since he had intense

feelings against the Israelis,

Hamzeh did not know the identity of Sirhan's associates. ﬁowever,
he believed that Sirhan was more forward than most Arabian .
students with respect to meeting female companions. He would
often talk to them in the student lounge at Pasadena City College.
He does not know of Sirhan's other interests and he was sux-

prised to read in the newspaper his interest in philosophy.
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Hamzeh statéd that he must have changed since their acquaintance

three years before.

‘Safouh Al-Akhtass was interviewed by F.B.I. investigators and

stated that he was a national officer of the Organization of
Arab Students, whose headquarters are located in New York. He
stated that the organization has seven national officers and
approximately one hundred and twenty local chapters. All 1bcal
chapters which are affiliated with the national office have
their membershié on file with them. A few of the local chapters

are not affiliated with the national organization.

Al-Akhtass contacted both the national and Pasadena chapter
presidents who advised him that they had no record or knowledge

of Sirhan being connected with the OAS.

Fawwaz H. Zedan is currently chairman of the Pasadena chaétef of
the Organizatibn of Arab Students. ‘He described it as a social
group largely composed of Arab graduates from Pasadena City
College. His chapter is not recognized or affiliated with the
college. Zedan stated that Sirhan was not a membexr of the

Pasadena chapter of the OAS‘.

Bassam Houalla, the chairman of éhe OAS chapter at California
State College at Los Angeles, stated that Sirhan was not a

member of his chapter and was not on their mailing list.

-~

The International Club

Mrs. Alice Mothexrshead, Director, Community Liaison Center,

Pasadena City College, was in charge of the activities of the
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InternatipnalVClub on the campus. She stated her department

was a volunteexr sexrvice éroup, and she was not a part of the
school faculty. To her knowledge, theré was no Organization

of Arab Students, or any élubs recognized on the campus comprised
of foreign students of one nationality. She had checked her
records and had no recoxd nor knowledge of Sirhan Sirhan belong-

ing to the International Club.

Allegations of Membexrship in Additional Organizations

Ex-postman,; Robert J; Licher, reported delivering mail to the
Sirhan residence from an organization named the Arab Student

League. He described the maﬁerial as pro-Nasser, which in his
. mind made it p'r<5~Communist° Licher had not delivered mail to
the Sirhan home for one and one half years at the time of the

shooting.

Investigators were unable to locate records of an organizatién
naned the Arab Student League on or off the Pasadena City. College
campus. It does not appear in the Intelligence Division Subversive

- files.

Michael Slomich, one time stﬁdent at P.C.C. and friend of Walter
Crowe Jr., stated:that he may have seen Sirhan at a meeting in
the S?rian—Lebaﬁese Cultural Center in Hollywood. Telephone
company and Intelligence Division files do not reflect any

location by this name.
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_ARAB PHARMACIST SAYEGH

Mr. Spear S. Sayegh came to the attention of this investigation
when a witness overheard him discussing the Sirhan case on the
telephone at his place of business., Mr. Sayegh is an Arab and

is active in the Los Angeles Arabic community.

Investigation into the matter revealed‘that the telephone call
to Séyegh was probably a reguest from Mr., John Lawrence, in Ne@
fdrk, for Sayegh to assist in Sirhan's defense, Indications are
that the witness overheard an innocent conversation and was
mistaken in the inference which she made. The following is an

account of that investigation.

Mrs. Lois Garner entered the GPS Pharmacy in Temple City on
gpproximgtely June'7; 1968, and obsexrved the pharmacist on the
telephone. She stated she overheard him say, "But, I had to.
We will have to call an emergency ﬁeeting. We must band ~
tcgether andAstand behind him." The pharmacist observed Mrs.
Garner and said, "I have to go now," and he hung up the phone:
Mrs. Garner Eelieved the conversation was related in some way

to Sirhan Sirhan and reported the incident to the Department.

On July 8; l9é8, F.B.I., Agent Lloyd‘Johnson interviewed Spear
Sayegh at his place of business. A subsequéht interview was
made by Department investigators on duly 19, 1968. Mr, Sayegh
stated that he had never met Sifhan.sirhan and knew hothing*of
him. He stated that he was acguainted with most Arabs in the
Los Angeles area and that he had met Adel Sirhan when he had

seen him as a musician at the Shaker's Oasis Bar and The Fez
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Bar; sayegh has been president of the American Jordanian
society, which he formed, foxr two years. He is presently presi-~
dent of the United States Organization of Medical and Educational
Needs. The organizations are both charitable‘and not political

in nature,

sayegh stated that he and most Arabs of his acquaintance had
warn feelings for both John Kennedy and Robert Kennedy. He

said that it was the opinion of many Arabs that Zionists had
induced Sirhan to éés;ssinate Robert Kennedy. He personally

did not have evidence of this belief.

Sayegh does not recall the specific conversation Mrs. Garner
referréd to,.but stated that it could have been any number of
people due to his involvement with different organizations.

He did recall several calls from Mr, John Lawrence requesulna
that he (Sayegh) arrange a dexenoe for Sirhan. Sayegh stated
that he declined because he thought that Sirhan was gullty and
should be executed., Lawrence was identified as the executive
secretary of the “Organizing Committee foxr Clemency for Sirhan"

in New Yoxk City.

Mrs, Leila Sayegh's statement was essentially the same as hex

husband's. She also stated that she had never kncwn or seen

Sirhan Sirhan.
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