-

LA 56-156 . ’

and he has been previously interviewed.
Al) offices are requested to handle this matter as

expeditiously as is possible, inasmuch as a report is expected
to be submitted within the next two weeks. )

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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L/23/69
AIRTEL " AIR MAIL

704 © 8AC, CINCINNATI
FROM: 8AC, LOS ANGELES {56-156)(P)

SUBJECT: KENSALY
. 00t 1LOS ANGELES

Re Indianapolis letter to Loa Angolu 2/5/69 and Los
Angolos airtel to Indianapons i/ /

Res gA;tRY Unt 1ty
ayton Univers :
.Dayton, Ohio '

Cincinnati is requested to adviaovhon roaults are to
be expected. Records at-Los Angoles do not rorloct intarviow
heas yet been received. :

Indimapolis letter of 2/5/6 reflected 5.nterviow of

JOHN PUETZ, who is aepparently 1denti/2/ with the individual

mntionod 1n the interview of JIM NILO by your office. It is
eated he be recontacted, as set out in Los Angeles airtel
/22/69 to clarify the NICO hﬂ:orviow.

For your information, on }4/23/69 BIRHAN B, SIRHAN
rocoived a death sentence for the murder of ROBERT F. KENNEDY
and will be sentenced o,dditionany on 5/1&/69 ror other ahootings

. at the Ambaasador Hotel.

Los Angolos is attempting to conclu thia natter

fully mmediately following S/lh/69 court

2 « Cincinnati (AM)
2 - Indisnapolis (62-1957)(AM) /[

SERIALIZED A
! F'LL-J u

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 6E//£‘@?Z/y
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 5010-108

-, BRI, e ®
4 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
To  :SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) b 4/3/69
FROM :SA WILLIAM E, WHITE
SUBJECT: KENSALT

Eam '/7“)

Re memo of SA r{ LIAM E. WHITE dated 11/1/68 and

rview of FRANCIS DE ZUPA (serial
2454 this case) and”memo of SA FREDERICK J, BECKER dated
12/16/68 (seria

621 this case), regard ng comments by
ive errorts X6™locate CLARK,

concerning captioned matter and unproduct-

Mr. DE BUDA has advised that CLARK was recently
in contact with him and indicated he had retained an apabpt-
ment - number 11 at 3932 Stevely in the Baldwin Hills area
of Los Angeles, where he is allegedly living with a Russian
born girl friend. CLARK indicated he is currently working
for the Santa Glen Pharmacy on Santa Monica Boulevard op-
posite Doctor's Hospital, ;

'Mr. DE BUDA indicated that CLARK is scheduled to
recontact him on Saturday 4/5/69 at his office at 8300} West
3rd Street, Los Angeles, telephone 653-4959.

The above information '‘is furnished in the event
it is considered desirable to continue efforts to 1nterv1ew
CLARK, in captioned matter,

Mr. DE BUDA furnished considerable additional infor-

mation regarding recent conversations with DONALD CLARK in
which CLARK implied a knowledge of and interest in.Black

Militant activities., This information is being seft forth in

a separate memo suggesting consideration of CLARK as a pos-

sadsre PRI,
A

,50 { (/R —6’ f /
Yﬁ Y SEARCHED . INDEXED. /
0 ! ssmAuzco_/bz,ﬁLw

APR3 1969

FBI — LOS ANGELES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/23/69

AIRMAIL o AIRTEL

3

SAC, SEATTLE (89-62)
FROM : SAC, PORTLAND (62-2864) (RUC)

SUBJECT: XENSALT
(00:Los Angeles)

Re Indianapolis airtel to Los Angeles, 4/22/69,
with lead for Portland to interview JIM C, BAIX y 6039
N.E., 30th Avenue, Portland, Oregon.

‘ Mrs, R.E. MIDD , wife of Rev, R.E, MIDDL s
6039 N.E, 30th Avenue, Portland, Oregon, stated on 4/23/69,
- that JAMES CHARLES BAILEY resided with them for a short

period of time about two years ago, but presently resides.
in Seattle and she does not know his address there.

’ By long-distance telephone call from Portland to
‘SA ROBERT 8 ¥F, FBI, Seattle, it was disclosed that JAMES
CHARLES BA was located and interviewed at Seattle,
Washington, in December, 1968, and the results of the jinter-
view were reported to lLos Angeles by airtel and ¥D-302,
dated 12/27/68. A xeview of the ¥D-302 by SA SUTHOFF dis~
closed that BAILEY did not mention anything concerning the
menber of the XENNEDY partywho allegedly was indifferent to
the tragedy.

Transmitted herewith to Seattle is one copy of re

ajirtel and one copy of FD-302 re interview with JAMES D, N
on 4/11/69,

2~Seattle (Enecs. 2)

8 Angeles (B86-156) sﬁhf‘ I
-Portland 2 +5ThED e - INDEXED... ACA
, SinIALIZED fg,jkED (Q./
RES:abk APRS : 186 e
G BP—LOSAACQib ,V///
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PD 62-2864

LEAD
SEATTLE

AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. Interview JAMES CHARLES
BAILEY in accordance with lead set out 4in re airtel.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.a1417é




e OPTIONAL, FORM NG 10 o 5010-106 Ay
b MAYY2 EOIVION
65A GEN. "FE NO, 27 ’ ‘
UNITED STATES GOWERNMENT :

Memorandum

SAC, LOS ANGELES (56- 1E DATE:  14/23/69
Vi £1;
FROM M/ SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (sz-sual)(RUC) (o-1Y

£D FROM e
Wﬁ&ﬁéigjcwwg}%f&m Ciassified by 2 (V74
KENSALT . ewiowdiCBOS i s po sty on: OADR

= ¢ .. 258, 318

Re Bureau airtel to Los Angeles, dated. 2/27/69 Los
Angeles airtel to Bureau, dated 3/4/69, and Los Angeles
tele call, 4/21/69.

SUBJECT:

ADMINISTRATIVE:

Q [bn 3/17/69, SF. 2579~ Szjwho has knowledge of CP
activities in Northern California on a District, County. and
club level, advised that he has heard no dlSOUSSlon of the
assassination of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY which would give any
indication whatsoever that the CP was in any way involved or
had any knowledge of SIRHAN SIRHAN or any contact with SIRHAN.
Any comment heard by this source from individual members of
the CP involved only expressions of shock.

d# [;F 25797§]be1ieved he may have heard the name of
TOM GOO ut he cduld not connect it with any CP activity
and said GOOD is unknown to him. . He had never heard of
WALTER CROWE.

on 3/A7/69, SF 2585-S advis;%']that the names of [ 2]
WALTER S. E, JR. and THOMAS D. GOgD are unknown to hxm.
The informafit advised that he knows of no CP involvement in
this ‘case and only knows SIRHAN SIRHAN through press reports.

~ Lon u/21/69, SF 2580-S advised that he knows THOMAS
D. GOOD [and knows of no involvement that he has in this case.[};j
The nameé of WALTER S. CROWE, JR. is not familiar to him.

In accordance with information furnished by your
office in referenced telephone call and since this matter
appears to have been resolved with the interview of WALTER
S. CROWE, JR., no further efforts will be made to interview
THOMAS D. GOOD.

Los Angeles | S6 /56 “of
ng.iin ‘Francisco /(7?3)9 ‘W _%7/

(3)
[UFORMATION CONTAINED APR 2 & 1959
o o

WY EXCEPT WHESE SHOWN
\ OTHERWISE . . 4
b g
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HMEHORANDUL
TO: 1EIBERS OF THE PRESS, RADIO AND TV
FROi1: JERRY LITTIIAN, News Secretary for the

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office
SUBJECT: WEEKLY SUMIARY RE: XENNEDY ASSASSINATION
DATE: APRIL 18, 1969
As the Sirhan trial nears its conclusion, this is to inform you that
the weekly summaries will soon be discontinued.

As you know, this office has prepared the summaries since early June,
and we are now interested in how the media made use of -the information.

Would you be kind enough to make some comments in the blank space below,
indicating what use you have made of these summaries? Please mail your
comments to: Jerry Littman, News Secretary, District Attorney, Room 620,
Hall of Justice, Los Angeles, Califormnia 90012,

Thank you.

Your Name

Affiliation

Address

City State - 721P
Tsearcreo ""nnnuujnoéxao ...... |

SERIAUZED ./ 128D . 0
APR 251969
Bl = 408 ANGELES
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ldspg-
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NEWS RELEASE . FOR FURTHER INFORiiATION

Office of the District Attorney Call: Jerry Littman
600 Hall of Justice : News Secretary

Los Angeles, California 90012 ' 626-3888, Ext. 82396

. RELEASE: Wed., April 23, 1969
After 10 a.m.

VEEKLY SUILIARY 746
Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Xennedy

'Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in

Los Angeles on Vednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings

in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District

Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly summary

of the case. This is the 46th summary, and others will be ~ -

for release on subsequent Wednesdays. '

" MONDAY, APRIL 14 -- Fifteen weeks to the day after the murder
trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan began, the case went to the jury, after
Superior Judge Hefberi V. Walker gave one hour of instruction in the
law.

The Jurist told the seven-man, five woman jury they have four
possible verdicts:

Guilty of first-degree murder, guilty of second-degree murder,
guilty of voluntary manslaughter or acquit%al.

“Jurors elected a foreman, then deliberated in a Hall of Justice
roon for about an hour, and returned to their hotel. They will deliberate
from about 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, "adhering to the shortened court day
Judge Walker has been observing because of the need for heavy security
whenever the courtroom is open,% reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the newspaper: a

"The trial Teached its end Honday morning with Chief Dep.

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton urging the jury to scrap all psychiatric

2025 RELERERDRDERE.O. 14176
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Veekly Summary #46
Page 2

testimony -- 'throw 'em all out in one bzg bag! -- and decide Sirhan's
fate with 'plain common sense and good loglc !

"Compton told the jury it was Charles Dickens who once wrote,
'The law is an ass.! Compton added, 'I think the law became an ass the
day it let the psychiatrisés get their hands on the law.!

! tHe scoffed at defense contentions that Sirhan was a paranoid
schizophrenic who suffered dissociative trances. Sirhan, said ComﬁtOn,
was simply '‘cunning and vicious.' ]

¥Sirhan, who chewed persistently on a hangnail and listened
quietly as Compton spéke,‘fared bettér in Compton'!s summation than did
the psychiatric profession.

WCompton ridiculed point after point, doctor after doctor, and
the lengthy expert testimony which painted Sirhan as too sick mentally to
meaningfully premeditate the killiﬁg. |

“Referring disdainfully to two batteries of psfchological tests
given to Sirhan, Compton said: )

'Y say reject the tests,put ‘em out, because it would be a
frightening thing if the decision in a case of this magnitude turned on

 whether Sirhan saw a couple of clowns playing pattycake in an inkblot,
or kicking each other in the shins.'" -

"If expert testimony could always bé believed,Compton told the
Jury, then cases could be judged without juries at all. *

more —-—
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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nCompton told the jurors he regarded them all as faverage
peoblé' and urged them not to overcomplicatg their decision because of the
formality of the 3% month-long trial. )

"Compton said he, like the defense, wants 'the world to know
that justice is poséible in this country,! and added: 'The verdict you
return -- which we urge shouldlbeuﬁirst-degree mﬁrder -~ will be just as
just as any other verdict.! |

1Such a verdict carries only two péssible penalties - death in
the gas chamber or life imprisonment. Compton didn't specify a preference
for either. .

"Compton said the only issue for the jurors'to decide was whether
Sirhan's defense qfqdiminished capacity to maturely and meaningfully pre-
mgditate and carry out his act is a valid one.

nJudge .Walker opened the morning sesion by instructing; the
Jury to disregard Compton's previbUS statementsvabout diminished capacity
on Friday.

‘"Judge Walker told the Jjurors that it is 'a doctrine that is

being developed! and applies to crimes wherezspecific intent to murder
is proven. Compton had referred to diminished capacity in connection |
with crimes that Judge Valker said were unrelated to this.

“Compton said Sirhan himself, in 'fencing' on the stand with
his cross-examiners, provided the cléarest evidence that he didn't suffer

from diminished mental capacity, but rather showed unusual alertness.

more -—-—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- Page 4

nCiting psychiatric testimony that Sirhan's mental illness was
one that was causing rapid deterioration from its beginnings until now,,

Compton virtually snorted:
n1If he was a vegetable on June 5, he'should have been a gibber-
ing idiot by the time you saw him on the witness stand.!

¥But he was no such thing,® Compton said.

"Compton said psychiatrists and psychologists !dont*t belong
here in the courtroom on the issue of guilt or innocence'! and added, ;
'They can't tell you from showing Sirhan a lot of pictures and inkblots
in NoVember, or whenever it was, %he_kind of mind hehhad on June 5.

"He likened the psychiatric defense to 'sort of a double-play’
combination -- Sirhén to Schorr to Diamond'! and said this combination:
'always throws to firs? base.

He dismissed (clinical’psychologist‘Hartin'ﬁ.) Schorr per-
functorily, saying 'He gets all hung up on family relationships and
father images.'! He reserved special contempt for the performance of
{UC Berkeley psychiatrist Dr. Bernard) Diamond.
| "Coﬁpton said a prosecution psychiatrist based his opinions
m the testimony of witnesses, but *'the ubiquitous Dr. Diamond, the walk-
ng lie-detector, the handwriting expert, the gun expert, the psychologist
md psychiatrist,! implied that all other witnesses either knew nothing
r were lying 'until (he) Dr. Diamond, descended on the scene.

niHe did it w%th mifrors,' Compton said of Diamond's testimony

hat Sirhan had experimeﬁted with self-hypnosis with mirrors and inadver-

2025 RE%&EéJN_D_I‘E_R E.O. 14176
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tently put gimself into a trance before mirrors at the Ambassador Hotel
last Jum 4, just before he shot Kennedy.

W'y think Dr. Diamond is completel§ and thoroughly discredited
and deserving of no consideration at all,! Compton said. Then he added,
speaking of the entire psychiatric profession:

n"tTheir whole reason even for being is to find something wrong
witﬁ someone. And what better way to foist their theories off on the
world than in the courtroom?! ‘

"Compten said the jury should not be swayed by the fact that it
was Kennedy who was shot to death, but addeq, 'On the other hand, you
cannot dlvorce your thinking from the fact that 1t was Robert F. Kennedy
who was murdered because that was why the:crime occurred.! An ordinary
citizen, Compton said, would not have‘incurred Sirhan's hatred.

nCompton concluded:

i1 The psychiatrists say that if you hate a man and kill him,
you are mature and responsxble, Ladies and gentlemen, we ask you: Dont't
put a premlum on hate, "

Juror Robert G. Ewns was replaced today because of the death
of his father. The replacement was George A. Stitzel, a pressroom fore-
man for the Times.

¥ % X%
| TUESDAY, APRIL 15 -~ The seven-man, five-woman Sirhan jury
began the second day of their deliberations today at 8:17 a.m. and worked

4

nore =—--
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Page 6
on the case until shortly before 4 p.m., when they were bused back to
their heavily-guarded quarters in a Los Angeles hotel (Biltmovs).

Reported a Los Angelesﬁnewspaper (ﬁerald—ﬁxaminer):

"The Jjurors have the exhiblts in the case with them in their
ninth-floor Hall of Justice jury‘rdom. So ;ar they. have not5fequested
the reading of any of the more than 10,000 pages of the trial record.

Their only request, according to Bailiff William Polhemus,
was ‘for a piece of chalk and a light bulb. |

"Polhemus said the jury was surprising to him in its accord.

He explained that often during the heat of deliberations jurors have
fallings out which result in the formation of intra-jury cliques.

iJury deliberations are, of course, secret. So far the only
th;ng knovn of thé conduct of the 12 is that they elected systems
analyst Dr. Bruce Elliott foreman." |

Meénwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Tiﬁes) published
details of a system "set up so the jury can communicate with the court-
room. Three sounds of the bﬁzzer'from the ninth-floor Jjury room to the
eighth floor courtroom will signify the end of deliberations. Two buzzes
would indicate that the Jury wished to be brought into thé courtroom to’
have portions of testimony read.® ‘

Continued £he newspaper:

"The Sheriff's Departmént.is‘maintining the tight security
procedures that have been followed throughout the 15-week trial., All
persons entering the courtroom are still subaected to a thorough search,
since all future open sessions involving the jury, however, brief, will
also require the presence of the defendant.® :

The Herald-~Examiner said that Sirhan is awaiting "the verdict in
his isolated cell on the 13th floor of the Hall of Justice. He has with
him a Bible and four books on Arab politics, his attorney, Russell E.

Parsons, said.*
. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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VEDNESDAY, AFRIL 16 -~ At the réquest of the jury in the
Sirhan case, Superior Judge Herbert V. Uélker'toaay clari.ied his
instructions on second-degree murder,

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), this is what
the jurist told the jury assembled in the courtroom:

ntIf you find from the evidence that, at the time the defendant
Shot'and»killed Sen. Robert F. Xennedy, his mental capacity had been
substantially reduced, whether caused by mental illness and imbibing
of intoxicating beverages, or ény other cause, and if you find that to
the extent that you have a reasonable doubt whekher he did or could
laturely and meaningfully premeditate, deliberate and reflect upon the
gravity of his contemplated act or form an intent to kill, yoﬁ cannot
convict him of a wilful, delibefate or premeditated murder of the first
degree, but you may find him guilty of murder in the second degree if
you are convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that he had>thelmental capa-
city to harbor or entertain malice aforethought,'®

The newspaper reported that the jury listened for about five
minuteé, nodded that they understood and resﬁmed deliberations until
about 4 p.2.

Conéinu.d the newspaper:

nThe jury'!s question (regarding second-degree) and its length-
ening debate underscored speculation that the panel is undecided whether

the killing of Kennedy was first- or second-degree murder.

nore =—-—
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Speculation also arose %hat Speculation—itself was premature.

uijore than 150 exhibits were enteréd during the 15-wesk trial,
and jurors wishing to appear fair-minded might feel obliged to examine ’
them all, even if they had arrived at a private decision.

nSirhant's controversial notebook alone would require two
hours for each of the 12 jurors to read.

wWerdicts of acquittal or voluntar& manslaughter -- both
possible under the instructions given the jury by Judge Valker tionday
~- are co‘ns,idereg highly unlikely.

uYf Sirhan is convicted of first—degreé murder, his trial
would proceed the‘ne;t day to a penalty phase, im which he could receive
either a death sentence or life imprisonment.

| "This phase would be short -~ possibly Jjust a few hours,
almost surely noﬁ more than a day or ﬁwo.
‘ nAfter three weeks of psychiatric testimony, attorneys for

both sides feel there is little left that coﬁld be offered by way of
mitigation for Sirhan's crime, and that the jury's decision will depend
chiefly on attorneys! final arguments. | .
) nPurther, the prosecution has already said it will not urge
the death penalty. ’

"If Sirhan is convicted of second-degree murder, the court

will sentence him to five years to life in prison, with the exact term

LOre =—-—
2025 RE?EASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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to be set later by the California Adult Authg;'ity.

"Should the jurors find themselves unable to agree on a verdiét,
a hung Jjury probably would not result in a retrial of the case, It is
sonsidered most 1ikeiy that Judge Walker would take the case from the
jury and, depending on agreement by the defense and prosecution, accept
2 guilty plea from the defense and simply sentence Sirhan to, K life im-
srisonment.® |

THURSDAY, APRIL 17 <~ A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner)
~eported today, quoting Russell E. Pafsons, one of Sirhan's attorneys,
chat the defendant "expected to be traded by this govénnment for con-
;essions in the ifiddle Bast if he is convicted.®

Continued the article:

"Parsons said Issa Naknleh, Palestinian Arab associate counsel
n the case, had discussed such a maneuver with King Hussein of Jordan
't the Uh;ted'NatiOns last week. Nakhleh is director general of the
mrecognized Palestine Arab delegation to the UN.

"Parsons said: N

“"iHe met King Hussein last week at the United Nations. Nakhleh

'as there to discuss the exchange with him. Ue worked it out. He
lasn't been here for fun you know. He has been here to help us. Ve
ave been working it out with Nakhleh: I was going to Jordan first,

ut then we decided against it.?

2025 REOIMSE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"However, there was no confirmation from any official source

that such a course was being considered.

tReached in New York, Nakhleh had this to say:

n1There ocan be no discussion of an exchange...until after the
rerdict, Talk to me after the verdict.!

1Yt was pointed out at the Hall of Justice that the legal
romplications of such an exchange would be eﬁormous. The United States
128 no jurisdiction over Sirhan., He.is a ﬁrisqner of California --
x}sovereign state. HNoreover, it is expected tha? public reaction to
such barter would be swift and extremely adverse,
"Furthermore, insofar as is known, there are no important

\merican prisoners held by any Arab state.®

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17 -~ Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was convicted by
: seven-man, five-woman jury today of fir‘st-éegree nurder in the killing
f Sen. Robert F. Xennedy last June 5.

The jury signalled its arrival at a verdict at 10:47 a.nm.,

16 hours and 42 nminutes after it began deliberations on ilonday.

One Los Angeles newspapér. {Herald-Examiner) reported the status
f the case as it stands today as follows: |

"The Jury must decide the penalty for 'l:he young Arab's crime,
1ith 'untrammeled discretion! as to a life or death sentence.

UNo matter what it decides, Judge (Herbert V.) Walker has the
wuthority to reducé, but not increase the penalty. }:Ie could not void
my death sentence,

nIt will be up toJudge Valker to fix pe'xalt:.es for Sirhan's
sonviction on the lesser counts of assault with a deadly weapon with ine
sent toconmit murder. California law demands that sentemces for these
~imes no*l:, be added to the murder penalty; if Sirhan gets life he will
serve concurrent sentences on the assault counts., ‘

“No matter what the penalty verdict, there probably will be
m appeal. Such an appeal is mandatory if death is decreed, and will
ake more than a year to pursue.

"The defense is convinced that Judge Walker committed 'more
than one! major Jjudicial error during the trial, which it hopes to take
to a higher court.,

2025 l&?&:\gE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"Appeals nay see changes in the defeﬁse staff. Defense laWyer
Russell E. Parsons is an appeals specialist.. But defense lawyer Grant
B. Cooper, who said he has worked without fee throughout the trial, is
not sure he can afford to continue in the case.

“No matter what the final decision in the Sirhan case -- no
final penalty will be inflicted for more than a year, according to
Coopér."

Reported another Los /Angeles newspaper (Times):

"The tiny Palesznzan Arab defendant showed no visible reaction
as the verdict waslread: He sat forward in hzs chair, elbows on the
counsel table, and stared soberly ahead as he heard the verdict.

"For wounding five other persons in the fusilade of shots
that killed Kennedy last June, Sirhan ws found guilty on five counts of
assault with a deadly weapon with intent to commit murder. Each con-
viction carries a sentencg of one to 14 years.” |

The jury entered the courtroom at 11:09 a.m. and Judge Valker
asked, "Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you lmve a verdict?"

Continued the newspapers: '

‘"'He have, your honor,' the foreman murmured.

"Fofeman»Bruce D. Elliott handed the verdicts to Bailiff
fillard Polhenus, @ho passed them to Judge ¥alker, "who scanned the
six verdicts and passed them to Alice Nishikawa, who read them aloud.”

Hembers of Sirhan's family were not present for the verdict,
although they were in court every day of the 15-week’trial. A brother,
Adel, 30, told the Times: ."I don!t think we should show up down there

now, do you?¥
2025 REAIGREE WNBER E.O. 14176
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" Added the newspaper:

"After the verdict, Aidel, his mother, Hary, and brother, Hunir,
tept as they heard the verdict over their television set in their small
’asadena hone. |

" mAfter ifrs. Nishikawa finished reading each verdict, she asked
the Jurors: 'Is this your verdict, ladies and gentlemen of the jury? So
38y you one, SO say you all? ) '

furmured assent was unanimous for all six verdicts. p

"pPefense attorney Cooper réquested that the Jjury be polled on
the first count ~- the murder conviction -- gnd as each Juror'!s name was
zalled, the answer was a firm, "Yes,'!

‘ nJudge Valker then reéessed the trial until Monday for the
yenalty phase...

"Cooper, who spoke with Sirhan in a small holding tank noments
1fter adjonrnment,'said this reaction was one of disappointment.*! Cooper
sould not repeat what Sirhan said, but added.that dissppointment was
avident 'by the expression on his face,?

“Cooper, asked his owm reaction, told reporters in a news
sonference later, 'Haturally, one is disappointed.! But he added:

, “tI'm not going to quarrei with this Jury. They had the case
fully and fairly presented to them and X! .not going to quarrel, even
though I might disagree with their verdict.!

Cooper disclosed that he had already made a motion to impahnel
a new jury for the penalty phase, but that Judge Valker in a brief con-

ference at the bench, had den!ed it.

2025 REgEORUNDER E.O. 14176
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J"Asked what testimony he would preseﬂt in the penalty phase

to show Sirhan's life should be spared, Cooper said he didntt want to
telegraph his punches. But earlier he indicated he would attempt to cail
Dist. Atty. E,elle J. Younger, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton
and Dep. Dist. Attys. John E. Howard and David N. Fitts to the witness
standto confirm that the prosecution once was willing to accept a plea
of guilty with:the understanding that Sirhan ggt life imprisonment,

. uCooper later asked Judgé Walker, in a brief proceeding Thursday
aftefnoon, to be allowgd to call the prosecution to the stand, The Jjudge
denied the motion. ‘

#The Jjury has never heard of the agreement., If Judge talker
had permitted Cooper to introd&;é it, some sources felt it would have
been a strong factor in swaying the jury toward a ;ife sentence, |

"Howard,:> who will argue for the prosecution'in the penalty
phase, said he intends to gear his argument to Sirhan'!s !lack of remorse
and to the effect of political assassination on the democratic process.'
| sSirhan testified from the witness stand that he hated Kennedy
because, in his campaign for the Derocratic nomination for the U.s.
Pfesidency, he had advocated sending 50 Fhantom jet bombers to aid Israel
in its conflict wiﬁh‘Arab nations. |

"Sirhan also testified, 'I'm not particularly proﬁd, but I'm
not sorry either,! about the death of Xennedy.

nAsked about the earlier agreement to accept Sirhan's plea of

guilty, Compton acknowledged that the bargain struck last February !'imposes

2025 REAdPEE WNDER E.O. 14176
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on us the‘oﬁligation not to assert that the death penalty is an absolute
mst, ! ’
#Both defense and proébcution have said that the penalty phase
7111 probably be brief -- possibly only a few hours, or a day or two at
the most.® ’

The newspaper also related that tirritation at the ensuing
tength and expense of the trial has been widespread’ and that County
Supervisor Xenneth Hahn says it has now cost taxpayers more than §1
uiilion, although that figure is disﬁuéed.

" 6The génerdl public, too, has expressed angér at the slow,
leliberate trying of a defendant whose slaying of Xenredy is benond
juestion, even admitted. ®

The same newspaper pointed out that Judge Valker didn't want
tunresolved mysteries" similar to what occurred after ‘the assassination
>f President John F. Hennedy, and he, therefore, Fordered all the facts
taid before the public in a long-fought trial.r

Added the newspaper:

) "The defense has revolved on the contention that Sirhan is
both guilty and sick. This is the defense of diminished capacity --
2 legal doctrine available to the defense only in California.

"It is a doctrine that is still being resolved since its
first application in 1949. In brief, it holds that a person may be
found guilty of first-degree murder and yef be unable because of mental
illness, fage, fear, obsession or intoxication, to maturely, and meaning-
fully premeditate, deliberate and hold malice aforethought.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" #ihether Sirhan's case f£it anywhere dnto this still indebter-
ainate scale of responsibility was a subtle matter of degree for 12
jurors to calculate and agree upon unamimously.®

The newspaper also claimed that "four other persons' besides
the family tsuffered in varying degrees...These were two psychologists
and two psychiatrists who absorbed a good deal of hard cross-examination.®

As for Sirhan's fate, the Times noted:

‘ "Whatever penalty the jury decides for Sirhan- Bishara Sirhan
it could be months or even years before his futyre is really ce;tain:

nIf they (the, jury) decree death, Superior Judge Walker could,
on his own authority, commute the sehtence'to life imprisonment.

uBarring that, appeal of a death sentence is automatic anyway,
under California law.

Defense attorney Cooper estimated Thursday, after the verdict
of first-degree murder in the death of Robert F. Xennedy, that it Vould
be at least one year before Sirhan's appeal -~ if there is one -~ would
be resolved.

' He said he planned to file a notiée of appeal on the verdict,
but iﬁdicated.he did not know whether he would press an appeal immediately.

"'?artly,' he added, !'it depends on whether someone comes up
with some noney to conduct a defense.! Cooper has defended Sirhan thus
far without fee.” )

Concerning formal. sentencing by the judge, the newspaper indi-

cated this is "expected to-'be held about three weeks after the jury

nore -
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eturns a verdict in the penalty phase.® |

Following the verdict, a press conference was held and Compton
elated, accgrding to the Times, that P"the circumstances of the murder
ind the conduct of Sirhan B. Sirhan were the major contributing factors
n hislconviction." |

Flanked by his two fellow prosecutors, Compton termed the jury's
iecision "appropriate" and said it Yexpressed the will of the csmmunity;“

Continued {he newspaper'ts account:

uisked the penalty the prosecution will seek at that phase of
‘he trial, Cqmpton’said:

111 don't think it appropriate for me to express what we think
rould be the appropriate penalty.’

He explained that 'tﬁis is a unique case without precedent!
:nd that it should be left to a jury to decide what should be the Tappro-
wriate penalty.t' .

n,..he made it plain that Howard,: wﬁp will deliver the pro-
secution's argument to the jury, will emphasize these facts which point
.0 one punishmentl—- presunably the death penalty.

YHoward, who has been assigned to the case since nmoments after
‘he shooting, and who has lost 35 pounts since the trial began in January,
:aid the thrust of his summation will be fhat the killing of Sen. Robert
‘e Kennedy was a 'political assassination! and that the Jjury must decide

hat should be the proper punishment for such an act.

0nore —-—
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tHe hinted that he will hammer home to the jury what he des-
cribed as Sirhan's lack of remorse. : '

“He intends to\remind.%he panel that while the electorate
went to the polls last June 5, Sirhan went to a pistol range. To be
fair, Howard said, he will say all he can in Sirhan!s fayor, but, he
added, 'that will be very little.!

’ "Fitts, who carried the brunt of the prosecution's presentation
in court, remained silent during the press confenence, but he said later:
that he was 'relieved'when he heard the verdict.

“Compton who had asked the Jjury to disregar& the trial testi-
mony of psychiatrists, said-he did Qot~think the verdict necessarily was
a repudiation of sﬁch’téstimdny in general.

%Rather, he said, in this case ‘the Jjury t'did not accept the
diagnosis of the psychiatirsts.! '

sCompton commended both Fitts and Howard saying *this whole
community owes a debt of gratitude to them for the work they performed
on this case,'

LHe also complimented the three defense attorneys, for their -
behavior during the trial. ,

#Compton, Howard and Fitts have all been through death penalty
tr;als before, Compton having obtained seven death verdicts, Fitts four

and Howard, who has spent much of his career as a prosecutor handling

major fraud cases, one.

2025 RAPASE URDER E.O. 14176
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“However, with all their experience;tﬁere has never been a
Sirhan case -- a political assassination which in itself, as Howard siid,
affects 'our democratic processes.!'" ’

Heanwhile, Cooper expressed disappointment at the verdict,
and Parsons said, "I feel very bacd about it. We have a sick man and the
psychiatric evidence was overwhelming."™ |

The third defense attorney, Znile Zola Bernan, ;aid in Iew
York: "I Just regret tﬁat the sciences of ps&chology énd psychiatry are
held in such low esteen.

. Reported the Times: ‘

%“Asked if Sirhan fully realized the import of the outcone,
Cooper answered: '0f course.’

When asked if there had been Judicial errors during the lengthy
procee&ings, he (Cooper) replied that he felt so. '

"Cooper nentioned a matterithat will come before the Court of
Appeals on Friday, ®that of'Lindin Hfgh Schogl teacher Sal Castro and 12
other defendgnts, accused of felony conspiracy for their roles in student
walkouts last year.

nIf the court upholds the defense position that the Grand Jury
was improperly constituted -~ favoring certain segments of the population
-- then the Sirhan case would have to be retried, Cooper said.”

(S8irhan was indicted by‘the>23-menber Los .Jngeles County Grand
Jury several days after the shooting). o

¥In response to a question, the attorney said Sirhan has not

indicated that he wants any change of lawyers.
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"Cooper said he ha& no regrets about the course pursued by
he defense.

=:'I don't know of any other way we could have tried it,! he
tated. ‘'Ve did the best we could and we lost. That's all.'"

lfeanwhile, a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) published
United Press International story from Jérusalem quoting Sirhan's father
hat he (the father) "was even nore adamant ?han ever that his son had
comuited an act of political courage and even of necessity' in the
hooting.

Continued the UPI story: |

nSomething had to be dome 'to bring to the attention of the
nited States people the wrongness of Awmericals support of.- Israe;,'
irhgn told newsmen. | ‘

tllany of the Arab residents of Taibeh and thrpuéh the occupied
est Bank area agreed with Sirhan. The Arabs view the young Jordanian
s a hero and a martyr for the“Arabs and Palestinian cause.

-

"VYeteran political observers in Beirut said the conviction of
irhan was expected to provoke a wave of popular protest in the Arab world.

kAlthough the long trial got little more than routine attention
n the Arab press, interest in his case has been sparked recently by the
ppearance in Arab capitals of posters hailing Sirhan as a hero of Palestine.

The well-printed posters in black and red are issued by the
alestine Liberation Organization and show a drawing of Sirhan with. the
ords, 'I did it for ny country.'®
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704 - DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587) o
. FROM$  SAC, 108 ANGELES (56-156) (P)
~ RE$ KENSALY |

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated u/lu/69.

RE; WEEKLY NEWS RELEASE

FROM
10S ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT
wts OFFICE

Attached herewith are two copies of a nineteen
page weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit

of the news media by the Loz Angeles COuntz District ' : A |
Attorney's 0ffice. This release isg dated

/23/69 and is
belng furnished for the information of the Burea.u.

i

Buresu (Enc, 2
/%E Ios Anggles‘ )
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

%ﬁfiﬁg‘g X';ES GO MENT .
Memorandum

SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) DATE: 3/10/69
PHILIP J. REILLY

KENSALT

Re Los Angeles airtel 3/4/69, with USDJ letter
atttachment which relates to statement given to theg/Los
Angéles Police Department (LAPD) by WALTER S. CROWE, JR.,
which names the following persons: ,CHARLES KRLZL, 10U
BENNET#, WALTER HABX and GORDON , as friends of
SIRHAN and CROWE. .

3/6/69, investigation was conducted at
Pasadena, California, on the assumption that the above
namead contemporaries of SIRHAN SIRHAN and WALTER S.
CROWE were fellow students from the Pasadena area.
Investigation did not bear this out.

There is no record of any of the four.
individuals in the records of the Pasadena Police
Department of the Pasadena City Directory (which lists
minors and students. There is no recordsof any of .
these four having attended Pasadena City College (Mrs.
ALICE ALLEN, Secretary to Registrar) or Johhi Muif High
School {chéck made by Detective BEN HETHERINGTON, Pasadena
Polige Department and ED VARNEY, Detective, LAPD, at John
Muir).

VARNEY above made a telephonic check of his
indices at LAPD on 3/6/69, and could not find any record
of any of the four. ‘

“VARNEY indicated the LAPD had conducted a
separate investigation of CROWE which is still going on.

VARNEY indicated that CROWE is not amenable to
further interrogation in this matter, since he "took the
5th and got himself a Commie Attorney." He advised he
would check further into the identity of the above four, but
there is no reason to believe we will immediately obtain the
results of his efforts. :
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On March 4, 1969, a source, who is knowledgeable
of high-level Communist Party, U. S. A, (CP-USA) activity .
in New York City and also phases of leadership activity in
the Southern and Northern California Districts, advised that

no information was ever received indicating a possible

conspiracy involving the CP-USA and/or its members in the

assassination of the late Senator KENNEDY.

Source does not

know SIRHAN B, SIRHAN, WALTER CROWE or THOMAS GOOD, - -

ALL INFORMATIGN CONTAINED
- HERELLIS UNCLASSIFIED
HEREI S SSIFIED
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To: Director, ¥BI (32-%&2&?&?&‘

From: SAC, Miami (44-1880) (RUC)

Subject: KENSALT Cincsificd by Wj
Declass:fy o 9. 50

‘ReBuairtel 2/27/69 and Los Angeles airtél ;/4/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Los Angeles are two
coples each and for San Francisco and New York one copy each
of an insert in captioned matter,

1nnrt contains results of interview with
nm 1070-8*

In!ormant 'was intervieswed prior to receipt of the |
photogr:phs enclosed with reference Los Angeles airtel.
These photographs will be exhibited during the next informant
gont:ct ;nd any positive information received will be promptly
urnished.,

Informant furnished the following which ‘was not
included in the insert dus to its compromising nature:

During the 1/4-6/69 and 2/22-23/69 National Committee
meetings in New York City, informant had geveral conversations
with BEN of the Mouthern California District and AL
RICHM and ARCHIE BROWN of the Northern California District.
These ‘conversations were conducted in an atmosphere where all
phages of Party activity were discussed and at no time were
any statements made by any participants about SIRHAN B, SIRHAN M

Los Angeles (856-186) (Encs zi(n)
1 ~ San Francisco (62-5481) (Enc. 1) (AM)
1 - New York (Enc, 1) (AM)

@ Bureau (Encs. 2)(AM)

AN

1 - Miami \ s

RLO:Jhk T e SEARCHED.. INIEXED
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Los Angeles, California

;:ldeRR}':oly. Please Refer to © April 24, 1969

=

COMFIDATIAL

SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN

Referaice is made to memorandum of Deputy Attorney
General Richard G. Kleindienst dated February 25, 1969, .
regarding the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
on June 5, 1968,

On March 3,1969, Deputy Chief Robert Houghton,
Los Angeles Police Deparbtment (LAPD) advised that the LAYD,
on the basis of the polygraph examination and from a review
of xeports of the FBI in the captioned matter, conclugded
that Thomas Good had no connection with the assassination
of Serator Robert F. Kennedy. Chief Houghton stated that
Waltexr Crowe had fully cooperated in interviews conducted
by the LAFD in the captioned matter. .

In ordexr to clarify the inconsistencles arising
out of interviews with Walter Crowe and his mother, Mrs.
Margaret Crowe, and to identify the two unknown individuals
who were with Walter Crowe and Sirhan Bishara Sirhan during
the evening of May 2, 1968, Walter Croue was interviewed.
The results of this interview follow.

/\ ECLASSIFIE YL
CONFIDRITIAL
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1 ' ‘ Date L/38/69

WALTER S. CROWE was interviewed regarding his

meebing wibth SIRHAN B, SIRHAN on May 2, 1968, CROWE stated

. that his mother, Mrs. MARGARET CROWE, worked at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church on Lake Avenue, Pasadena,
California, and that SIRHAN!'s mother algo worked at this
church. SIRHAN would often bring bis mother to work and
Mrs. CROWE would see SIRHAN, Prior to May 2, 1968, Mrs.
CROWE mentioned to WALTER CROWE that she had telked with
either SIRBAN or Mrs. MARY SIRHAN, who stafted that SIRHAN
would like fo see him,

. WALTER CROWE conbinued that at his mother!s
suggestion, hc phoned SIRHAN and made a date to see him,

- Dhring the evening of May 2, 1968, SIRHAN, driving his
brother's Volkswagen, came to the CROWE residence, picked
up CROWE, and the two proceeded to Bob!s Restaursnt on
Colorado Boulevard, in Pasadena,. California.

CROWE and SIRHAN were sitting at the counbter at
the restaurant and were 1z ter joined by two of SIRHAN!'s
friends. CROWE stated he did not mow the identity of
these two peopie at the time he was interviewed by the
Los Angeles Police Department; however, he was informed
later that one of the two was IVAN GARCIA, a former fellow
student with CROWE at Pasadena City College, Pasadena,
with whom ne had classes, CROWE steted GARCIA was not a
close assoclate of his and during.the interim three year '
period since he left Pasadena City College and attended the
University of California at Los Angeles, he had not seen
GARCIA and had completely forgotten him,

WALTER CROWE stated that THOMAS GOOD was not with
the afore mentioned group of four during The evening of
May 2, 1968,

CROWE was asked to identify the individuals
mentioned by him to the Los Angeles Police Department, namely

 CONFISERYIAY

22"
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LOU BENNETT, WALTER HAHN, and GORDON WEAR, CROWE stated

"that he does not know these individuals and cannobt recall

why he mentioned these names during interview with the
police officers. (It is Lo be noted that GORDON WEIR is a
well known Los Angeles television weathex forecasbter. It
is to be no%ed that KENNETH HAHN is a membey of the Los
Angeles County Board of SupervisorQ)

Durlng interview, CROWE volunteered that he no
longer is a member of the Commun*st Party, baving dropped all

;polltxcal activities upon graduating from the University

of California at TLos Angeles, He said he is no longer 2

political personage.

= R
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IVAN GARCIA, 452 North Hill Street, telephone 799—#771,
advised he is presently employed as a computer operator at
Can, Inc., 4949 Earle Street, Rosemead, California.

GARCIA stated that he has been a personal friend of
SIRHAN SIRHAM for a number of years, having met SIRHANW while
they were both students at Pasadena City College (Pcc)
GARCIA related that during the early part of Hay 1968, he
was af Bob!s Restaurant located on Colorado Avenue, across
the street from PCC, with. JOE MARCOVECCHIO having a cup of
coffee, at which time they met SIRHAN, who was with ap -
individual introduced by SIRHAN %o be WALTER CROVE a student
at the: tmiversity of California at Los Angeles (UCLA),

This neeting took place during the early evening hours
and the four of them sat at Bob!s for a relatively short periocd
of time, They left and went to the Highlife Bar, which'is
located on Colorado Avenue near Allen Street in Pasadena,
vhere they each had’ several beers., ¥hile at the Highlife,
whlch is a topless bar, the conversation generally concerned
girls and race horses, , L . o

GARCIA stated that during the mﬁeting at Bob's and
at the Highlife, politics were not discussed and the name of
the late Senator ROBERT KEMIEDY was not mentioned, GARCIA
stated that he does not know WALTER CROWE and is not acquainted
17ith CROWE!s political philosophy, GARCIA stated he has .
absolutely no information that would indicate that SIRHAN
was interested in the COEmunist Party. ,

cont MENTIAL
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JOSEPH MARCOVECCHIO presently resides at 110 North

‘San Marino Avenue, San Gabriel, California. He is a student

at California State College, Los Angeles, and is employed
part-time as a technician in the Foreign Language Department,
Pasadena City College. This will record a reinterview with
him for his recollection of a specific meeting with SIRHAN B.
SIRHAN on May 2, 1968. ‘ :

MARCOVECCHIO recalled the meeting principally because
of the fact that it ended in a trip to the "Hi Life", a
local bar which features topless dancers. MARCOVECCHIO made
it quite explicit that he has a strong and abiding interest
in "broads', which he feels is very much in Keeping with his
Latin background (Argentina).

MARCOVECCHIO recalled the incident of his meeting
with SIRHAN on May 2, 1968, as follows:

. It was early in the evening, when MARCOVECCHIO and
a2 close personal friend, IVAN GARCIA, were leaving Pasadena
City College following a late afternoon class. Tney decided
to stop at Bob's Restaurant, which adjoins the campus at
Pasadena City College, for a cup of coffee. In the restaurant,

- they met SIRHAN with another individual who was introduced to

them as WALTER CROWE. MARCOVECCHIO has no clear recollection
of CROWE except that he was from the University of California
at Los Angeles (UCLA) and did not talk very much. What con- =~
versation there was, MARCOVECCHIO said, was "broads"., "We
never talked politics”. The conversation lead to a trip to

the "Hi Life", a beer parlor a block away. Here, they sat and
had a couple of pitchers of beer. MARCOVECCHIO does not recall
that the beexr caused CROWE to say anything more nor did it
change the level or focus of the conversation.

After an hour or so of this, MARCOVECCHIO and JVAN
GARCIA left together in MARCOVECCHIO's car. MARCOVECCHIO said
he has never seen CROWE again and saw SIXRHAN once again-later
at Pasadena City College on the date of the assassination of
Senator KENNEDY, however, he did not see him to speak to.

’ -5~ ' Frio
- - CORARENTIAL
On 4/18/69 ., Pasadena, California File # _ L0s Angeles\56-156
SA+J. ROBERT SULLIVAN and ' '
by SA PHILIP J. REILLY/PJR/imt Date dictated . 4/18/69
This document contdins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distribited owtside your agency.
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MARCOVECCHIO said that he is almost positive that

there was no other person present in 'the group other than
those he met described above.

'
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STRHAN BISHARA STRHAN

Regarding the mutual friends of Crowe ans Sirhan,
namely Charles XKrill, Tou Bennett, Walter Hahn, and Gordon
Weaxr, there follows the results of intervicw with Chester
Krill, who describes himself as having known both Sirhan
and Crowe. '

Crowe during interview advised that he does not
know Bennett, Hahn, or Wear and 4did not know why he had
mentioned these names during interview with the LAPD,

4 "t.""‘ MRk 2 v
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CHESTER CRILL, age 22, a recording musician
who resides at 397 East Villa, Pasadena, California,
furnished the following information concerning his
association with SIRHAN B, SIRHAN, WAIEER S. CROWE, Jr.,
and THOMAS GOOD,

CRILL said he has known CROVE and SIRHAN
since they were seniors at Elliott Junior High School
in Pasadena and later during high school years and at
Pasadena City College.

During the early years of their association,
CRILL 1ived at 1637 North Holliston, -WALTER CROWE lived
in the immediate neighborhood and SIRHAN lived about
one-half mile away. CROWE was the first %o pick up an
assoclation with SIRHAN because he was interested in
Arabic. CRILL'sS mother wanted him to make friends with
SIRHAN because he was a foreigner and she thought he
might be interested in attending their church (The Bressee
Church of the Nazarene) in Pasadena. °

CRILL attended Pasadenad High School Whereas
- SIRHAN attended Muir High School so he did not sce hinm
too often during high school years but did see him again
at Pasadena City College in 1965

N CRILIL, visited in the SIRHAN home occasionally
but SIRHAN did not like having people such as CROWE and
‘another boy named TOM GOOD at his home because they were
. radical leftist types. Mrs. MARY SIRHAN did not seem
to like CRILYL too well and as CRILL said, "SIRHAN was
never enthusiastic about ne." y :

Through CRILDS efforts SIRHAN would occasion-
ally come to the Bressee Nazarene Church during his
high school years,
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, CROWE took some pleasure in teasing SIRHAN
and once told SIRHANWN that CRILL was Jewish. Tnis
infuriated SIRHAN and he stopped speaking to CRILL for
a period of time until someon2 told him he had been put
on. J

As they grew older, CROWE and GOOD became nore
radical and began to drink, CROWE tried to get CRILL
.to attend some Du Bois Club parties in Highland Park
area and CRILL dlid attend two but does not recall SIRHAN
going to these,.

During the high schoal period, SIRHAN began to
work, ‘at first part time and then full time. He also
took to drinking with CROWE and others during this period.
CRILI: broke off relations with CROWE completely when
CROWE became intoxicated on one occasion and began making
homosexual advances at CRILL.

CRILL said he did not see much of SIRHAN
through high school but saw him again in 1965 at Pasadena
City College. He sald that SIRHAN "was always hanging
around the lounge'.

CRILL said he was amazed when he heard the news
of SIRHAN having mortally wounded Senator ROBERT KENNEDY.
He feels certain that he was drunk at the time. He
mentioned that SIRHAN dld not show the effects of alcohol
as other persons did. He became quleter when he had been
drinking, CRILL said.

CRILL said it is his feeling that all three
persons, SIRHAN, WALTER CROWE and TOM GOOD, were and
possibly still are, seriously emotionally disturbed.

, CRILL said the names of LOU BENNETT, WALTER
HAHN and GORDON VWEAR or WEIR, are not familiar €o hin
as friends of SIRHAN or of WALTER CROWE., CRILL indicated

that he had known CROWE for ten years and parted friend-
ship with him in 1965. , .
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CRILL said he had no doubt that CROWE may
have tried to influence SIRHAN along Communist Party
lines but doubts that he was successful. According
to CRILL, CROWE used SIRHAN primarily to learn Arabic
and made him the butt of many jibes in some wild '

political discussions. According to CRILL, CROVE
was stealing whiskey from his father during high school
and the father, being a heavy drinker, never noticed
the loss. GOOD, CRILL said, was another strange type. ,
He read, "all the time", and used to read and drink till
he became completely intoxicated. SIRHAN would drink
quite a bit with them, CRILL said, but 1t did not have
a noticeable effect on him,

None of this group, CRILL sald, with the
exception of himself, were at all interested in girls
during this period. This, plus their drinking and
CROVE's latent homosexual tendencies made him pull away
from this group entirely.

CRILL said he did not believe that WALTER
CROWE exercised any real influence over SIRHAN insofar
as his political thinking was concerned. According to
CRILIL, SIRHAN was inflexible in his political philosophy

and it consisted principally in an unreasonable hatred

for Jewish people.

=10~ .

CONFRENTIAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e e
L | - comhT

SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN

Source one, -who is a {riend of Walter Crowe,
and who was an associate of his at Pasadena City College
PCC) and at the University of California at Los Angeles
UCLA) advised on April 14, 1969, that Crowe!s "friend Bill,.
the guy that lives at the co-op” is Bill Divale. According
to this source, Divale attended PCC with Crowe, is a
current member of the. Communist Party (CP) and was a member
of the CP with Crowe when both were attending UCLA., Source
one advised that Crowe terminated CP membership in approxi-
mately early fall of 1968.

Source one vwho is generally knowledgeable of
the membership of youth in the Southern California District
Communist Party (SCDCP), advised on April 14, 1968, that
he has never known Ivan Garcia, Joseph Marcovecchio or Chester
Krill to be members of the CP,

The files of the Los Angeles FBI Division contain
no information regarding Garcia and Marcovecchio other than
that pertaining to captioned matter. .

Source one advised on June 24, 1968, that the
following individuals were members of the Student Club,
SCDCP: ’

Judy Arraj,
James Berland,
Walter Crowe, -
William Divale,=-
Clifford Fried,
Incille Fried,
,Susan Romo,
Judith Schub,

Jo Wilkinson

There is no information in the files of the Los
Angeles FBI Division indicating that other than Walter
Crowe, none of the members of the Student Club, SCDCP, were
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SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN T

acquainted with or had any information regarding Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan prior to the assassination of Senator
Rovert F., Kennedy on June 5, 1968.

Source one .furnished the following auvtobiographical
sketch of Waltexr Crowe.
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universe is defiﬁed in texms of ccononlce securdty, upper-middle
respectabilil y and affluence, I have & thicty year old sister
and a twelve year old brother. My pavents ralsed children ané
devotéﬁ theirilives to these values, -

Ny 4atnor was boxrn in Portervillie, Californfa-~a ragl countey
town wnosge ecoromy depended on the qurrounaing orange groves
and which vas adeertiscd in &8 1909 brochure as:y Ythe oniy city
in Califorynia where the Japanese have not teen allowved to gain
& foothold. Tne result is that wages have sluays been at the
top price.’

Ky Tether grev up to admire the then dying economically ine
dependent.mi&ale class, it was natira) for hiun to sae econonic

W)

independence and hard woxk as the keys to success and happl-
ness.  He wanted to be his own toss, and swailoﬁe& ﬁhe Allu-
. 8lon, galong with man& other post-war Azerlicans {viewing as
they did, the toon end the growing war ccononyl, that it !
is still poésible to nmeke it as an “independe nt? entrepreneut,
Ha borrxowed to the hilt and.lannched his owm “fine pitch®
ingtruaent gear conpeny--the family headacha, which survived
wenty yearg. Cux entiye fanrily Life oxrvlied evound the
tusiness, its %urvival and upg and dowms

¥y honme s;ouation oroviued ne }it@ some tasgis foxr a
good cducation. It gave me prerequisites for the crystaliza-
tion, later; of ny verceptlon of college, raiher than, szy, tne

axned forces, &n carly job, marrizze out of high school and

ralsing a fexily®, as the nost neaninzful of the nany pos-

N

slbxli les end alternatives at ny disposal, ‘
. r_ -
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What were these things that so influenced ne? First

of a1} wicre the expectatioﬁsuwl yas cxpected to go to
college 2nd becone some sorxrt of en enginesr ox sciengiét.
A second factor were the books in our house and the .fact
éhat reguler reading did go on There; so that the television
aidnft have & complete monopoly on our mental 1ife. Cur

library contalined such tooks as: The Eneyclopaedis Briten-

"nica, Tne VWoxld Book Encyvelooedla, a seb of Historial Tales

=y J

a sct of thne works of ¥ashington Y¥rving, etc.

I em sure thot I Adentified with the past from an carly

ege, EBvexy culture iLdeslizes its histoxy as soumething sacred.-
when *nen werc really wen” ete., Our fenlly wes never rezlly
religious. 'Relision vag just not discussed ox otharilise a
reel patter of concérn. Fotn ﬁy parents had & knoﬂiedge of”
western ﬁistory. X xemendver ny father ragding Ieving's Life

0

of George ¥Washington and_The Vovagses ol Chri

o3

topher Colunbus,
.Be.uséd this kind of history the vay scae people Tall vack
on the Bible. What Fashington had done in such and such a
situation provided a norxel, which night somehow be applicd
to the runninz of the business. -

On'one side of the famlily were ny grandparentst stoxies
avout growing up in Califorxrnia in the last century. On the .
other side were ny granduwother’s wild, senile tales of her
life as a nurse during the building of the’Panamé Cznol. 1
believe that the past rapresented security to nme, as soune-
thing norc agrecable than the vresent, becsuse, it seeme& idead

]

rathex trhan rnundan

o
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‘When I was in grade scncol, I xemember sone of By zniend
)

being vaid by their pa'f‘er*tu to read so rany hwoks and fox
getiing high grades. I considered nost of ny friends to be'

\
intelligent snd looked up to thexn for getting tetter grades
then ne., Yet in almost evexry case, once thé& outgrew the age
uhen paréntai.pressure could still bs effective, thcz¥ aZrades
fell douwn and they went stralght to wérk'after hizh school.
I realize now that 1 did have other motivations begldes parental
pressurxe. Hy ego was bound up, fron qn carly aga, with ubat
went on in the classroom. I was the smallest Toy kn zy classes
right up through hign sq?ool. { had a rad right eyve and vore
glasses frox the flrst grade on. As a resuly, I felv someithat
physiéally inzdeguate and soon gave up trying to compete with

N

-

ny peers An spoxrts. As a conpansation, I recone pedaentic
the classroon, and enjoyed showing off my bralus.
I vas nainly interested in two things up to hizh school:

sclence and history. A few of the kooks I remenber goling throvgh

in ¢lenentary school illustrate this., X did a jobt of resding

(9

from the LandmarX his»ortcal serieg Yor children, I also parti-

&

claxly xomeaber a couple of othex childrm's pictorial

histories-<one of FPrance and one of England. On the sciontific
side; X vas acoumulating a chenlstry lavoratory, unich did .

not stop groiting until Y was in high school. Lfcex Sputniy, I
was siept Wp in the amateur rockebry fad, and elso dux uaking

wall backyaxrd not . aly balooxns. In Junlor high scheol, Y and

of wmy tooks indlcate, There was a four volune 1915 editlien 'of

. -
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™he Bov wocqanic, hich contained plans for building your .oun

»

hapswglidaT, uwnden I alweys dreaned of cothructing. There

ves glso fhag Bov Blectriclan and The RPoy Encincer, both yritten

in the th’.s.:cues, but still in prind, ' Ky friends ana I build

A

-

tvio illegal Haxrconl type spari-gap transaitters, using model-
A ignltion coils. He tuilt a good kila and 8 screw type printe
ing pxess, which wonld no%, however, print clos rly. '

lhat ¥ have describad here is grovth--ny growin. These books
and cxpar¢g nts end inventiong attest to my motivation to in-
qﬁire. Thoy xepresent archeologlesl evidence, debris btelow the
surfaqe; vwpon which ny adult personalily is, belung constructed.
Songwhere in high school X lost tnberest in selence. Ny mood,
houcver, was still one of Anguir y. -Bub ny feelings were vogine
ning to change--there was a greator sénse of disappointncn&
eng hbstilxty to ny surrountings, %hich is pernaps why I gave
up sclencs, supposedly man's great hope, forx politic‘; Loli-
ticalyenquiry and criticisa.

Adolescence s supposed o be a. time of troudbles for ever J-‘
one, and nina was certainly thal for me, ¥ wish I could at-
tribute a1l this Ygrowth" to some positive aspect of my perw
sonailly, such as “character.” EBut I telleve that it was Yeal-
1y the result of a ot of 1nsecar1t§'about'not teinz oble to
re2lly fit the teenage imsge. High écﬁool and junior hizh
school avpearad to me like 2 glent “iaegroup® composed ol
people vho were hustlling ox were trylng to husglle canpus
sockal clreles for two things: wonen and prestige. The people

who X aszochietazd with gonerally dldn't zive & hell atoutl ine
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class “pyronY, regnted the whole football ’ce‘a and {» Vé gg}% £

President end were trying to tunc-oubt *high school U.S,A."
» N .

as fast as possidle,

Anong the.-new friends the t I nade in my first year of

high school were several politically aware liberals, who in-

fluenced pe strongly. That was the year of the 1960 Presi-
dentlal electlon, which was ny first xecel voliticad expéia

jence., I beceme acquainted with 211 the liberel nmegazings--

Newt Reoubllc, Nation, Fyronbtier, Commentaxy, etc., The nain

source of this new political literabture, previously unknown

to ne, was tbe fmerican. Friends Sexvice Conuittce Cffice

o

Pagadena, nho neintained a 1enaing 1ibraxry. I attended neat-
ings of the Young'Democrats in the local F:v:lendu oeeting House,
but decided not to jJoin t.et orgenization,

AL this Ltne Y can renember becoming awere of & sense of

frustration due to the fact that a lot of ny school wWorX, such

(S
*
i)
(]
[#)

as the necessity to take algedbra and geometry, interl

with ny oun education, N

~!

teachers noted that I read a Lot, and

By perents wexc plcased because "It keeps hin off the streeds,”

Tney ¢id not mind seelng ne raad The Thirty Years lsr, by C.V.

Vedgewood ox Hellas, A Short History of Groece, C. Robvineson,
They bedane hostile d boxan Yo worry akout ne whén I trougat
political literature home, hougver. AS exanples?_I.zo exay
e pamphlet on socialism by Erxich From, and Yooks by i. Stuart
Hugns and Willian O, Douglasg--all vexry har 18;0. For a while I
was a uenber of a U.¥N. CLub on canpus and w ope an article,

A Y

in the elevendh grade, on why people shouldn't say the Fladge

v ~
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