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Mr. Walter McCardeB 
Baltimore Sun/lA# *

President Johnson appreciates your thoughtfulness 
in wiring at this time of tragedy. You have hie 
thanks and very best wishes.
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Jun« 10. 1968

Your lottar ha* been received and will be 
brought to President Johnson's attention at 
the earliest opportunity. Meanwhile, 1 want 
to thank you on hie behalf for your intereat 
in writing at thia time of tragedy.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Paul Bakren 
10 Greenwood Lane 
Roslyn. New York 11576
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Dear Mayor Doyal:

The President was moat interested In the 
comments contained in your June 6 letter 
and asked me to reply to you.

X don't believe I need to reiterate here for 
you the President's abiding view that the 
law applies to all and must be respected 
by all. His most recent statements on 
this issue are attached.

This expression of your views is always 
welcomed.

Sincerely,

Larry E. Temple
Special Counsel to the President

Honorable Clyde Dayal
Mayor of Pasadena
Pasadena, Texas
LE T:dgnr
with June 5 press release -- Statement of President on Shooting 
of Senator RFK and June 10 press release -- Statement to the 
Commission on Investigating Violence
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Clyde I Joyal 
Mayor

Office of the Mayor 
City of Pasadena 

Texas

June 6, 1968

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 2000

Dear Mr. President:

The tragic assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy comes as no 
surprise to many Americans who are concerned about the lawlessness 
that prevails in our country today. Respect for law and order in our 
country is almost nonexistent. As Mayor of one of our cities, 1 am 
asking you in the remaining months of your administration to provide 

( firm leadership in dealing with crime, rioting and lawlessness.

You could begin by removing those people who have invaded Washington 
with their demands and threats against our country. It is disturbing to 
many Americans to see the Government of the most powerful nation in 
the world, helpless and feeble in dealing with mobs. It is disturbing to 
read where the United States Attorney General is abused, insulted and 
threatened and he can only sit tight-lipped. It is disturbing to see that 
people can go to a cafeteria in Washington, run up a bill for $290. 00 
and arrogantly refuse to pay, resulting in laws being violated without 
any attempt at enforcement. Is it any wonder that fanatics throughout 
the country are inflamed and encouraged to violence when fanaticism is 
given such prominence and encouragement by the Federal Government 
and this prominence and encouragement displayed to all the world by the 
news media?

Yes, Mr. President, we the people must look to you and your successor 
to lead us out of this chaotic situation. Time is running out.

Respectfully yours,

CLY0E DOYAL

CD/ss
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June 10, 1968

G2riti<AL

Dear Mr*. Cozart:

President Johnson has asked me to reply to your letter. 
You can be sure he understands -- and shares -- the 
concern which prompted your comments at this time 
of tragedy.

The President Is grateful for your family's contribution 
to the cause of freedom in Viet-Nam. He prays with 
you that we may soon see an end to violence -• at home 
and abroad. In his words:

"This is a moment for ail Americans to join 
hands and to walk united together through 
this dark night of common anguish into a 
new dawn of healing unity. "

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. ozart
1016 East Apache
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74106

Enclosures Stmt of 6/5 re Senator Kennedy;
Proc, oh death of Senator K; rmks of 3/31/68, ,r—

AQ:mg
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June 10, 1968

Daur Dr. Castagno:

The President mourns with the nation -- and with 
countless millions around the world -- the tragic 
lose of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. In his words:

"This la a moment for all American* to 
join hands and walk together through this 
dark night of common anguish into a new 
dawn of healing unity. "

Sincerely*

whitney Shoemaker
/ sslstant to the President

Dr.
2612 Fillmore
El Faso* Texas
Enclosure: 6/6/68 proclamation

AQ:ltd

received
£ JUN1 11968

i CENTRAL FILES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1%8JUN 7 mi 15

WA291 ML PDF 2 EXTRA

EL PASO TEX JUN 6

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

I AM VERY UPSET WITH ROBERT KENNEDY’S DEATH YOU’LL PROBABLY

NEVER READ THIS TELEGRAM IT SEEMS ODD TO ME THAT TWO SOUTHERN

CRISH CATHOLICS HAVE TO DIE TO PRESERVE OUR COUNTRY I'M NOT 

AFRAID TO SIGN MY NAME AND ALTHOUGH YOU MAY NEVER READ THIS 

MY SYMPATHIES ARE WITH THE KENNEDY FAMILY TONIGHT I DO NOT

KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING TO OUR COUNTRY I HOPE YOU DO
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June 10, 1968

Dear Mis* Fiew:

The President mourn* with the nation -- and with 
counties* millions around the world — the tragic 
loss of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. In hi* word*:

"This is a moment for all Americans to 
Join hands and walk together through this 
dark night of common anguish into a new 
dawn of healing unity. ”

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Adi*a Adel# Flew 
^041 North Vermont
Lo* Angeles, California

Enclosure1 6/6/68 proclamation
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
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FIRST JOHN KENNEDY

KENNEDY. WHAT NEXT
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THEN MARTIN LUTHER KING

MR PRESIDENT?
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GENERAL

June 10, 1968

Dear Friend:

President Johnson asked me to thank you for 
sending him the prayer for Senator Kennedy.

I am sorry to disappoint you, but photographs 
of Senator Kennedy are not available for 
distribution from the White House. Perhaps 
you would like to have the enclosed release.

Sincerely,

Juanita D. Roberts 
Personal Secretary 
to the President

+ Reed
48 Spoonwood Dane 
Wilton, Connecticut 06897

Enclosure. Release 6/6/68
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nrayern to Robert Kennedy

let him live, let him live

if bob doesnt live ill die

put faith in the children

put children In the church

robert Kennedy Is deed so ill die too*

president Johnson the senator is deed

so I hud t
write 
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June 10, 1968

Dear Mies Bernenko;

On behalf of President Johnson, 1 should 
like to acknowledge your letter and thank 
you for writing at this time of tragedy. 
Your interest in letting him have your 
comments is appreciated and you may be 
sure they have been fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Ethal G. Bernenko 
1275 Washington Street 
San Francisco, California 94108

AVBjmec
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ETHEL G. BERNENKO
1275 Washington St.
San Francisco, Calif. 94108

June 5, 1968

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House
Washington, 0,C.

Dear Mr* President:

The shocking assassination of Senator Kennedy only 
shows the many things wrong with this country:

(1) The rulings of the Supreme Court which has tied 
the hands of law enforcement agencies, the police and the 
Courts, so that criminals are running loose on the streets;

(2) A laxity in our laws so that criminal elements 
are not punished.

Unless there is a tightening up in our anti-crime 
laws, with more authority given to the police and law enforce­
ment officials, we shall see a repeat of lawless groups in 
this country.

The shocking demonstrations of students at the colleges, 
destroying property, and with no respect for college rules and 
authority, is to me, nauseating.

WE NEED A STRONGER LAW TO PREVENT MANIACS FROM BUYING 
GUNS EASILY.

Very truly

(Miss) Ethel G. Bernenko

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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June 10. 1968

Dear Mies O’Hara:

President Johnson appreciates your thoughtfulness 
in wiring following his statement at this time of 
tragedy.

It was good of you io let him have your comments, 
and he asked that I convey to you his thanks and 
best wishes.

Sincerely,

Pitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to ths President

Mias Beatrice R. O'Hara 
79 Pine lake Drive, East 
Wayne, Now Jersey

SM;map _ .
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

ATTACK OUR PROBLEM

COLLAPSE DEEPLY CONCERNED

'Ilse WjitC SjOUfii 
&■:*&«£ lab

EXCELLENT TALK LAST EVENING YOU CAN START THE RETURN TO

LAW AND ORDER BY SENDING HOME THE CAMPERS IN WASHINGTON

LET THEM APPOINT THEIR BEST PEOPLE TO REPRESENT THEM AND

TO INFORM THE WORLD OF THEIR GRIEVANCES THIS COULD BE THE

BEGINNING OF THE RETURN TO LAW AND ORDER. LETS FORTH RIGHTLY

WITHOUT PRESSING SO HARD. AGAINST THE

LAWS OF OF OUR LAND JUST TO SEE IF THEY

BEATRICE R OHARA 79 PINELAKE DR EAST WAYNE NJER
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June 10. 1968

Dear Dr. Durham:

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring at this time of 
tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey 
to you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Dr. G. Homer Durham 
President

-^Arisona State University
Tempe, Arizona
Enclosures: Reis. 6/5 & 6/6, P's rmks re shooting of RFK 
AQ:mc _
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT YOU GO ON NATIONAL TELEVISION REMINDING

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OF OUR INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITIES BY READING

3 AND COMMENTING ON THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

^X. G HOMER DURHAM PRESIDENT, ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GENERAL

June 10. 1968

Dear Addie:

Your interact in writing is understood and 
appreciated. I am sorry to disappoint you 
in connection with your request, but 
photographs of Senator Kennedy are not 
available for distribution from the White 
House. Perhaps, however, you would like 
to have the enclosed release.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

Juanita D. Roberts 
Personal Secretary 
to the President

Addie Snunn
903 27th Street
Cloquet, Minnesota 55720

Enclosure: 6/6/68 RFK Death Remarks
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June 10. 1968

Dear Mise Vajda:

On behalf of President Johnson, I should 
like to acknowledge your telegram and 
thank you for wiring at this time of tragedy. 
Your interest in letting him have your com­
ments is appreciated and you may be sure 
they have been fully noted.

Perhaps you would like to have the enclosed 
copy of one of the President's speeches 
addressed to today's youth.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Charlotte Vajda 
504 3rd Street 
Brooklyn, New York
Enclosure: Rei. 5/29/68, P's rmks at TCU 
AQ:pb -

RECEIVED 
JUN l 2 1968 
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8
THE WHITE HOUSE

MR PRESIDENT, ON THIS MOST GRIEVOUS MORNING THE RESULT

OF YOUTHFUL VIOLENCE ENDING IN DEATH OF A SON, A FATHER, A ' I
3 a

HUSBAND WHO WORKED AND DIED FOR THIS COUNTRY IT IS URGENT

TIME TO RECOUNT THE GUILT OF THIS NATION, THE GUILT IS
'- NEGLECT. WE LET YOUTH TAKE OVER THIS OBEDIENCE I L'|

2
PERMISSIVENCES, NOISE MAKING PROTEST FREEDOM

fashionable hysteria immorality violence has become
COMMON EVERY DAY. LIFE THESE ARE THE

ACTIONS OF OUR YOUTH INVESTING OUR NATION. IT IS TIME IO

RECOUNT OUR RESPONSIBILITY. IT IS TIME PARENTS

TEACHERS GOVERNMENT TOOK THEMSELVES FORWARD TO BRING

DISCIPLINE ORDER RIGHTEOUSNESS RESPECT BACK TO THIS

NATION. LET US BEGIN TODAY TO RESTRAIN OUR YOUTH

GOD SAVE AMERICA

CHARLOTTE VAJDA 504 3RD ST BROOKLYN NY
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Sincerely,

1413 York 
Denver, Colorado

AYBimcv
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June 10, 1%8

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Or stein:

President Johnson appreciates your thoughtfulness 
in wiring at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to Let him have your comments, 
and he asked that I convey to you hie thanks and 
best wishes.

Perhaps you might Like to have the enclosed copy 
of the President's statement,

sincerely.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. aid Mrs. Allan Orstein 
241 Central Park West 
New York. Now York

Enclosure: Release of 6/5/68.

AVB:mcv
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Dear Mies Swain:

On behalf of President Johnson, I should like 
to acknowledge your telegram and thank you 
for wiring at thia time of tragedy. Your 
interest in lotting him have your comments is 
appreciated.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

X
Miss Adelaide Swain 
390 Willow Street 
Lockport, New York

ftW3:mfd

™«gi 
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

MR PRESIDENT MAY I RESPECTFULLY SUREST

LEAD OUR PEOPLE IN A RETURN TO MORALITY

RESTORE PRAYERS TO THE SCHOOLS TO START

ADELAIDE SWAIN 390 WILLOW ST

JUN 7 AM 3 3/

L^Le I; / -

AND CONGRESS WOULD

OUR CHILDREN IN

WOULD

THE

ELSE. MANY

YOURS

5

8 
S 
:■

THAT IF OUR LEADERS

RIGHT PATHS IT WOULD HELP OUR NATION MORE THAN ANYTHING

BELIEVE THIS IS THE ONLY THING TO SAVE US. RESPECTFULLY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



June 10. 1968

Dear Mx, Hardy:

On behalf of President Johnson. I should 
like to acknowledge your letter and thank 
you for writing at this time of tragedy. 
Your interest in letting him have your 
comments is appreciated and you may be 
sure they have been fully noted.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. Norman Hardy 
6760 Brlgadoon Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 20034
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June 10. 1968

De*r Mr. Curry:

In acknowledging the receipt of your telegram 
to President Johnson. I wish to assure you 
that your views have been fully noted.

Sincerely.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. William C. Curry 
6115 Shadycliff 
Dallas. Texas

MW; map

received
JUN1 01968
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THE PRESIDENT _ J
THE WHITE HOUSE

YOUR ADDRESS TO AMERICA TONIGHT MOST DISAPPOINTING STOP APPOINTMENTS

OF DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS TO COMMISSION TO STUDY A PROBLEM _ s
3 WHICH EXISTED , EXISTS AND WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST IS A MOST f

INNOCUOUS SOLUTION STOP SINCERELY SUGGEST YOU SUMMON CHIEF I
JUSTICE SUPREME COURT TO DETERMINE COURTS COMPATABILITY WITH

HISTORIC CONSTITUTIONAL PURPOSE STOP IT IS TIME THAT YOU AND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CONGRESS WHO HAVE TRIED TO PASS AND ADMINISTER LAWS FOR HARMONIOUS

LIVING WITHIN US NOW POINT THE FINGER OF RESPONSIBILITY AT THE $

JUDICIARY STOP OUR FOREFATHERS INTENDED A THREE BRANCH

GOVERNMENT WITH POWER EVENLY DISTRIBUTED STOP EVENTS OF LAST s

FEW MONTHS INDICATE UNBALANCED GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY AND A .

STRONG NEED FOR PROPER EXECUTION OF CHECK AND BALANCE SYSTEM _ ?

WILLIAM C CURRY 6115 SHADYCLIFF DALLAS TEX . |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



June 10, 1963

Dear Miss Kantor:

President Johnson has received year letter and 
asked me to thank you for writing. He shares 
your view that the spiritual and moral climate of 
our country is of the greatest importance.

In view of your interest, I am sending you the 
enclosed releases.

With the President's gratitude for your kind 
personal sentiments, and with his best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Harriet Kantor 
15300 Biola Avenue 
Da Mirada, California 90633

Enclosures. Rei. of 6/6/68, RFK Day of Mourning Proc.
Relt of 2/1/68, Pres. ls remarks at Prayer Breakfast
Rei. of 10/7/67, Natl. Day of Prayer Proc^

DEK: sis -
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE 
FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS?

RSI
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Just as there are physical laws that 
govern the physical universe, so there 
are spiritual laws which govern your 
relationship with God.

LAW ONE

GOD LOVES YOU, AND HAS A 
WONDERFUL PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE.

(Scripture references contained in this booklet 
should be read in context from the Bible 
wherever possible.]

GOD’S LOVE
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life."

GOD'S PLAN
John 10:10b (Christ speaking) "I am come that they 

might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly" (A full and meaningful 
life).

Why is it that most people are 
not experiencing the abundant life?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Because HOLY GOD

LAW TWO |T|

MAN IS SINFUL AND / sinful man s 
SEPARATED FROM GOD,
THUS HE CANNOT
KNOW AND EXPERIENCE
GOD'S LOVE AND
PLAN FOR HIS LIFE lMan s continually trying to nio Lire, fa8ch God and (ha obunJ<lnt 

ife through his own efforts; 
good life, ethics, philosophy, 
etc.)

MAN IS SINFUL
Romans 3:23 'For all have sinned and come short of 

the glory of God.''
(Sin is an attitude of indifference to God, and is char­
acterized by an attitude of active or passive rebellion.)

MAN IS SEPARATED
Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death . .
[Man was created to have fellowship with God, but be­
cause of his own stubborn self-will, man chose, to go 
his own independent way and fellowship with God was 
broken.)

The Third Law gives us the .only 
answer to this dilemma.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LAW THREE
JESUS CHRIST IS GOD'S 
ONLY PROVISION FOR 
MAN'S SIN. THROUGH 
HIM YOU CAN KNOW 
GOD'S LOVE AND PLAN

God seeking man

Romans 5:8
"But God proves His love for us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.’1

John 14:6
"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man comelh unto the Father, but by me.1

II Corinthian 5:21
"For He (God) hath made Him (Christ) to be sin for 

us, who [Christ) knew no sin: that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him."

It is not enough to know these three 
laws or even to believe them . . .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LAW FOUR
WE MUST RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS
SAVIOUR AND LORD BY
INVITATION.

E—Ego or Finite self on the throne 
t—Christ outside the life 
• —Interests controlled by self, 

resulting in discord and 
frustration

PERSONAL

♦—Christ in the life.
•—Interests under control 

of Infinite God. re­
sulting in harmony and 
purpose.

HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST: (Read John 3:1-8)
John 1:12 "But as many as received Him, to them gave 

He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe in His name."

PERSONAL INVITATION
Revelation 3:20 (Christ is speaking) "Behold I stand at 

the door and knock: If any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, 1 will come tn 
to him . .."

Receiving" Christ involves commitment of the total 
person-intellect, emotion and will. (The change which 
follows this initial act may be sudden or gradual ac­
cording to one's personality.)

Is there any good reason why you 
wouldn't like to receive Christ right now?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HOW TO KNOW
CHRISTIS IN YOUR LIFE:

WHAT TO PRAY AS AN ACT OF
RECEIVING CHRIST:
Pray tn your own words. God knows your heart and is 
not concerned with your words, but rather with the atti­
tude of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer: 

"Lord Jesus, forgive my sins. I Open the door of my life 
and receive you as my Saviour and Lord. Take control of 
the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person you 
want me to be. Thank you for coming into my life and for 
hearing my prayer as you promised."

D.d you ask C^^d'^ S

witness '" ' l. believed 001 ™ , .... God KathHl" * lijr' bV And this is ’^ ree’fdL? in He

«S^^.:^-—
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HOW TO BE A DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN
G Go to God in Prayer Daily (John 15:7)
R Read God's Word Daily-Begin with the Gospel of John (Acts 17:11)
O Obey God Moment by Moment (John 14:21)
W Witness for Christ Daily by Your Life and Words (Matt. 4:19; John 15:0)
T Trust God for Every Detail of Your Life (I Pet. 5:7)
H Holy Spirit—Allow Him to Control and Empower Your Daily Life and 

Witness (Gal. 5:16*17; Acts 1:8)

The Importance of the Church
In Hebrews 10:25 we are admonished "to forsake not the assembling of our* 
selves together . . ." Several logs burn brightly together; put one aside on 
the cold hearth and the fire goes out. So it is in your relationship to other 
Christians. If you do not belong to a church, do not wait to be invited. 
Take the initiative; call the pastor of a nearby church where Christ is 
honored and the Bible is preached. Make plans now to start next Sunday 
sad to attend sect. wwlj. William ft. Br^H

A special Bible Study Series and other helpful materials for Christian 
growth and witness are available from Campus Crusade for Christ 
International, Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California 92403

Copyright 1965—This material or parts thereof may not be reproduced in 
any form without written permission from Campus Crusade for Christ.
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I realise how very important is every minute of your 
time, so I shall try to make this letter brief, I feel I 
should write it to you, and I trust you will read and think 
about what I have written.

I have just finished my first year of college. At the 
time I am writing this Senator Kennedy*s life is hanging in 
the balance. Thousands of people are probably wondering what 
is becoming of our great nation. Will it crumble, and become 
as nothing?

I It is my strong conviction that if our nation will truly 
turn to God, He will surely bless us. To quote some Scripture, 
Psalms 33:8,12 says, "Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all 
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord." Psalms 29:11 says, "The 
Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless 
His people with peace."

We can only claim these promises if we arc God’s people. 
Many in our nation know about Ged , and many are praying to 
Him now, perhaps for the first time in their lives. But this 
is not sufficient; we must have a personal relationship with 
God.

Dr. Byron, chief surgeon at the City of Hope, says his 
secret of success is an hour of prayer each morning before 
he begins the day. Here is a man with a living, personal, 
and vital relationship with Jesus Christ.

I am enclosing a booklet with a brief explanation of how 
to have a v't 1 relationship with Christ. If our nation’s 
leaders are to lead us in the right way, they must know God, 
and in this way they will find salvation for their own souls 
first of all.

I do hope you will not think I am just some kind of 
fanatic oh something. I have spent much time in writing 
this letter, and I trust you will read the enclosed booklet 
carefully. I will be praying for you and our nation much.

As a verse for yourself I would like to give you Psalms 
27:1^: /'Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord."

Sincerely,

Harriet Kantor
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Jane 10. 1968

Dear Mrs. Bailey:

On behalf of Pre nideat Johnson. I should 
like to acknowledge your letter and thank 
yoa for writing. Your interest in letting 
him have your comments is appreciated 
and you may be sure they have been fully 
noted.

Perhaps you would Like to have the en­
closed releases.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. G. J. Bailey 
8724 EdgehLU Drive, SE. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802

Rebases of 6/6/68 President's remarks concerning Robert F. ' ^^ 
Kennedy’s death.
Releases of 2/1/68 President's Prayer breakfast remarks , , 
Releases of 10/7/68 National Day of Prayer Proclaimed. " * '

DEK:Hd
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June 10, 1968

Dear Mr. Fai Ha:

President John a on has received your letter and 
asked me to thank you for writing. He shares 
your view that the spiritual and moral climate 
of our country is of the greatest importance.

In view of your interest, I am sending you the 
enclosed releases.

With the President’s best wishes,

Sincerely

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. David Fa ilia
2921 Avenue J, East
Omaha, Nebraska 68110

Enclosures: Rei of 6/6/68, Day of Mourning Proc. RFK, 
Reis of 2/1/68, P's rmks at Prayer Breakfast, Rei of 
10/7/67, Nat'l Day of Prayer Proc.

* , ia^ ^^ ^ ^^^'^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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GENERAL

June 10. 1968

Dear Mrs. McFadden:

On behalf of President Johnson, I should like 
to acknowledge your telegram. Please be sure 
that your comments at this time of tragedy have 
been fully noted.

Perhaps you might like to see the enclosed copy 
of the President's remarks.

Sincerely,

"Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Donald O. McFadden 
409 Ramato Court 
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Enclosure^ Rmks of P of 6’6-68, re RFK

AVB:sle
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TDNF VIRGINIA BEACH VIR 5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR MR PRESIDENT

IN REGARDS TO ROBERT KENNEDY SHOOTING I AH ASHAMED FOR THE

UNITED STATES AND I AN ASHAMED TO BE AN AMERICAN

MRS DONALD 0 MCFADDEN 409 RAMATO CT VIRGINIA BEACH VA.
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GENERAL .
L £ /C. 7)J ^ML^ ^-(
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June 10, 1968

Dear Mr. Hewitt:

On behalf of Presided J aha* eta, X should 
like to acknowledge your telegram, release 
be sure that your comment? have been 
fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. John Hewitt 
3105 Cloudcrest Lane 
Crescents. California

CMFtskl
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June IC. 1968

Dear Mr. Bond:

On behalf of President Johnson. I tkMld 
like la acknowledge year telegram. Pie are 
ba sore that your comments have been 
fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the Pre a ideal

Mr. Pawl 9. Bond
624 Royal Street 
New Orleans. Louisiana

CMF:A1
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June 10, 1968

Dear Mr. Leslie:

President Johnson appreciates your thoughtfulness 
in writing at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your comments, 
and he asked that I convey to you his thanks and 
beat wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. John S. Leslie 
President

Y Leslie Company 
Lyndhurst. New Jersey 07071

Enclosure: 6/5 Statement re Senator Kennedy.

AQ:mec

'MHK®
Jim 11968

CENTRAL FILES
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LYNDHURST, NEW JERSEY 07071

SINCE 1900
Telephone: Area Code 201-438-8000
TWX: 710-989-0136
Telegraph: WUX, Lyndhurst, N.J.
Cable: LESCO, Lyndhurst, N.J.

REGULATORS AND CONTROL VALVES, PILOT CONTROLLERS, LESLIE-CONSTANTEMP HEATERS, STRAINERS, STEAM AND AIR WHISTLES

LESLIE CO

June 6, 1968

The President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

You are to be commended for your action in appointing a committee to 
investigate the reasons behind the disregard of life and property 
that is apparent today, especially in the light of what happened in 
California yesterday.

We all believe in freedom of speech and of the press, but these 
freedoms have been so blatantly abused that some action is essential 
if any freedoms are to survive.

The generation weaned, educated, and deeply influenced by television 
has now come of age. The examples that have been set for them through 
this medium - the shooting, knifing, and many, many sadistic films 
shown daily - are, to many of them, an accepted way of life. How can 
anyone fail to see the effect of horror movies and horror news reports 
on television and in the press on the attitudes of the generation now 
coming of age, and on their thinking and actions?

It may take a generation or more to undo the harm that has already 
been done, but I believe that everyone associated with television, 
the movies, and the press should do some serious soul-searching on 
this subject, and that our legislators who are elected to provide 
means for maintaining law and order should also be deeply concerned.

This constant dwelling upon the bad and ugly, the sensationalism and 
indifference to human dignity, has done more harm to America in the 
eyes of the world than our many programs of aid and counsel can over­
come. I trust and hope that you will continue your endeavors to bring 
cohesiveness of spirit back into the efforts and lives of the American 
people.

Sincerely,

LESLIE CO.

JSL:rh President

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



K'sCJ
tn

^ dv’ 1 ,3 snot

boIbs ;tu atfjf Jo innbiesig oriT 
98UOH sdir sr?;’ 

JUdnoir I

4 3rT9bip9lk7 . - IB 34

03 aoillnmot; £ <! hm Ic • - • r ;tt noilor. 3Uov ic? Lr ■ rs": or ■ / 73 03& rrY
yiisaoiq fans ©ill 3o biepaiBib ©rid bnirisd anoassi srti oispiJeovni 

si bsnsqqcb ierfw io iriniX &di ni vXXbIo- -?9 ,■ < or ■*, ■ 73 r^ ■* ai 3 = ^:3 
. ’■ ■ l • ‘; v ■ / r-' '

S3© ■} .tid iBes-t: -tL io '-tib rlosoqa io nobr -i • ni .V/-;f^J 11b oh 
iBiins-dtr; aj oojiOir 7r.« it; / Lr.-audr; visnau sit; o?‘ rr ^c- wad emobs-. 1? 

. ' -ana :-j ©7,*. ant ■ ■ il ^1

coitiv-I >3 • ■ \-i. 7' i - '>.■. . 7 J . ■'LW J -■•:• ■!•-..•
ripoaxrii medi ■sc Jas asset svari is; 3 aslcnnsxs edT .sue lo • moo won - a.

tml‘2 or faits- vnc^ ,v ; J"j u-nAt-H* .pniiood? ^b3 - tj;uibo< al; 3
AL,D W©:1 . ri: o Y^'V oui oral i.» ,r v r o Yrir.n . . ’ - vl.H. \ a

^■ir. ■-- T ?. t’ -XOT •••.?;.■ ..ITE salvor 30334:- ‘o .' ?■■: '• J p -' : ' i ■ r

’-baeai* «& ■ 3 73 tmsfl '-wio oom; 03 sicm 30 iioiitiucyp & •..-.rd -f. "i

no pairiaxe&c-luoe arolia? enos of LXuoita aea^q oni uno , '‘jivm :..L‘
.•<id.vo:t ■'* :-. 3.>•■[;■ Off' 77of*d; ; <d 3 - : r, 3 -:c , 3 : 1 r-iri

.bstnoonoo vlqoab 94 .Juc-ia 3©b3o bna wsl pnxnibJaiam lol sasan

bns triBilfiXioilBanaa sd3 ^Yi&u bHB bod ^-’ noq- oniflawfj inEdenoo airiT 
■ ni rax !■./ .-I '•'■ -jr •■•col? ■ / ’fr jj

—tsvo fl so iL'Fnto:; 1., ; b io aBifiitoic ynsm tuq nerLi bl low add io aavs 
•nil.; ci •• 1 A’i'sbri» mow ^..-(i.-inoo 1 : rw coy 3^ 3 »r 1 br; •< yi'Ti I . ™too 

ni-_j3£jm/ arid io :<rv'X :.;t ajiolio •-■ri oinl >'oso Si-ri'.;; io ?e ■:?->v H .r or
.si0090

, vl '.-7*:oria

t-ilr -J ,B rifioC 
Soobiafcrt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



June 10, 1968

GENERAL

Dear Mrs. Ramsey:

President Johnson has asked me to reply to 
your letter. He understands — and shares -• 
the grief and concern which prompted you to 
write.

It is the President's earnest prayer that 
everyone may soon know the day when 
reason will prevail and violence will cease.

Sincerely,
p
r ’

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. James B.Jftamaey A 
9-6 Summit Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Enclosure 6/5 statement re Senator Kennedy,

AQ:mg

RBMKO
JUN1 01968
CENTRAL FltEl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WHITE HOUSE 
MAIL ROOM

1969 JUN 6 PM 4 59
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Juno 3, 1968

Dear Miss Gunning:

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tin« of tragedy*

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes*

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Daisy B- Gunning 
1803 Vista Del Mar 
Hollywood, California

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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LOS ANGELES CALIF 5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

MR PRESIDENT IN LOS ANGELES I HEARD YOUR MESSAGE ON CSS

YOU WERE MAGNIFICENT

/IUm-DAISY B GUNNING^1805 VISTA DEL MAR) HOLLYWOOD CALIF. )
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June 8, 1963

Dear Mr. Ray:

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. Jerr Ray 
52 Parker Street 
Quincy, Massachusetts

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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TDB QUINCY MASS 5 1020P EDT

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHIT£ HOUSE

DEAR MR PRESIDENT I HAVE LISTENED TO YOUR SPEECH PRESIDENT

JOHNSON AND PLEASE DON'T LEAVE OUR COUNTRY NOW WE OK ALL
3

NATIONALITIES NEED YOU

52 PARKER ST.//u - JERR RA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GENERAL

June 8, 1968

Dear Hrs. Petersoni

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
oxnaents, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Walter Peterson
7301 Ramona Street
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Enclosure; Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

THIS WAS THE GREATEST SPEECH YOU EVER NAOE I AM SORRY YOU

MRS WALTER

ARE RETIRING

PETERSON 7301 RAMONA ST
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Mfi CH^’J STREET
J Md”TER

Mrs. Walter Peterson 
7301 Ramona Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

[URN 
TO 
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June 8, 19*8

Dear Mr* Hickeyt

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness In wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
ccwsients, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. Bill Hickey
55 Jefferfen
Belleville, New Jersey

Enclosure, stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQiNB
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BELLEVILLE NJER JUN 5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

HAVE HEARD YOUR MESSAGE TONIGHT ON TELEVISION I AGREE WITH

YOU IN ALL WAYS IN WHAT YOU SAY ON THE UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT
3

OF MR KENNEDY. MAY OUR COUNTRY GO ON FORWARD 
/l^.BILL HICKEY)JEFFERSO!^ BELLEVILLE NJER.J

2
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Jun* 8, 1968

Dear Mias Cook*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness In wiring following his 
statement at tills time of tragedy*

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes*

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Clara Boyd Cook 
8120 Thornton Road 
Baltimore, Maryland

Enclosure, stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

YOUR SPEECH TONISHT IS HIGHLY COMMENDABLE AND A NEEDED STEP

IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

3/^ CLARA BOYD COOK 8120 THORNTON RD BALTO.

FO
R

M
 08

05
 M»I

M
«D

 B
t T

HE
 ST

AN
DA

RD
 RE

G
IS

TE
R

 CD
M

BA
M

Y,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



—

I GENERAL"

June 8, 1968

Dear Kra. PenzaLt

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness In wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Katherine Fenxel 

Eastchester, Mew York

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

KATHERINE FENZELMRS

J^ 'Jtjhe x^--> 

^asWglan

1968 JUN 6 AM 6 16

WAI 79 POM

AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH YOUR FINE STATEMENT
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mr, and Mrs. Oliphant*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
cordon ts, and ha asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. and Mrs, Harry Oliphant

Orinda, California

Enclosure , -

Senator Kennedy.
6/5 re shooting of

AQ:NB

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WAI S3 POM

1968 JUN 6 M 6 09

THE WHITE HOUSE

HARRY AHD AONES OLIPHANT

WE CAN. WE MUST. WE SHALL

TDOL. ORINDA CALIF 5

THE PRESIDENT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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June 8, 1966

Dear Mrs. Christaij

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statenant at this time of tragedy*

It was good of you to let him have your 
consents, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely*

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Boran L. Christai
2916 Angelus Drive 
Amarillor Texas

Enclosure: stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB -
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE

YOU ARE THE

TO TELL THE

WAI42 PDF 3 EXTRA 3
AMARILLO

HOUSE

ONLY MAN WITH
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1968 JUN 6 AM 5 36

TEX 455P CDT

GUTS ENOUGH TO GO ON TELEVISION AND

AMERICAN PEOPLE WHAT THEY NEED TO DO TO PREVENT

THE RECENT EVENTS FROM HAPPENING

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO BE BAWLED

AGAIN. THE TIME HAS COME FOR

OUT AND YOU HAVE THE AUTHORITY

TO DO IT FIRMLY ,

MRS LORAN L CHRISTAL 2916 ANGELUS DR
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June 3, 1966

Dear Mr. Leonardi

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. John J. Leonard
1130 Goodrich Road
Hoerning ton, Minnesota

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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MINNEAPOLIS MINN 5 ,

THE PRESIDENT _ |

8 
THE WHITE HOUSE

AS A FERVENT SUPPORTER OF ROBERT KENNEDY APPRECIATE YOUR MOST

ADROIT REMARKS MADE THIS EVENING JUNE 5 IN SUPPORT OF THE _ *

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



June 3, 1968

Dear Miss Parks*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let hire have your 
consents, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes*

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

Miss Ruth Parks

Little Compton, Rhode Island

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of /
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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June 8, 1968

Deai Mr. Milwee*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let bins have your 
oomsuonts, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. Frank Milwee 
3215 0 Street, VW 
Washington, D. C.

: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQsNB
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WASHINGTON DC 5 1028P EOT

THE PRESIDENT „ ;

THE WHITE HOUSE

THANK YOU FOR THE WISDOM OF MAKING AN ADDRESS TONIGHT AND FOR

APPOINTING THE COMMISSION. YOUR ACTIONS GIVE HOPE FOR FUTURE LIFE

3 IN THIS COUNTRY NOW FOR THE SAKE OF US ALL, WE MUST BE FAITHFUL TO 

THE TASK OF HEEDING THE CONSULTATIONS OF THESE WISE MEN. I SHALL ?

TRY VERY, VERY HARD '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mr. Evans*

On behalf of President Johnson, I should 
like to acknowledge your telegram and thank 
you for wiring at this tioe of tragedy.
Your interest in letting him have your 
comments i» appreciated and you may be 
sure they have been fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

X
Mr. Roy Evans
2327 Hardesty Drive, Haith
Columbus, Ohio

Enclosure
: 6/5/68 Statement re Senator Kennedy
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COLUMBUS OHIO}5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

A VERY FINE TALK BUT IT IS THREE YEARS TOO LATE

/Um ROY EVANS3^2^21 HARDESTY DR NORT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Sincerely

AQ:mc

RECSIVED
JUN1 Q1968

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtful message at this time of tragedy 
You have hie thanks and very best wishes.

June 8, I?68

^KRAU

Miss Margaret B. Shaw 
9271 Southwest 56th Terrace
Miami. Florida

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
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MY HEART AND EARS HAVE JUST LISTENED TO YOU BY TV ALL OF THIS

DAY AND SINCE YOUR WITHDRAWAL FROM NATIONAL FIGURE HAS MY HEART

3 GONE OUT TO YOU. YOU HAVE SEEN HONEST THE NATION AND YOU

CANNOT BEAR ALONE WHAT IS ILL AMONG US DO NOT DESTROY YOURSELF

TRYING TO SAVE WHAT MSY BE BEYOND US BUT WE LOVE YOU IN MIND 
ittoo MARGARET B SHAwj^271 SW 5S T£RR;MIAMI FLO.
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L general

June 8, 1968

near Mr. Ranegar:

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement st this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. G. Elmo Renagar 
President

/.Virginia Bible College 
1500 Azelea Garden Road 
Norfolk, Virginia

EnclosureJ Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQiNB
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THE PRESIDENT _

THE WHITE HOUSE

MR PRESIDENT YOUR SPEECH TONIGHT WAS ONE OF YOUR BEST THE

I
 SOLUTION TO THE ILLS OF OUR NATION IS THE STRENGTHENING OF MORE

GOOD CONSCIOUSNESS TO THE INDIVIDUAL. HUNDREDS OF US ARE 1

DOING THIS IN OUR LOCALITIES ACROSS THE NATION. IF YOU WILL TAKE

THE LEADERSHIP IN DOING THIS NATIONALLY WE WILL GLADLY JOIN I ,
2

WITH YOU. I BELIEVE THROUGH THIS AVENUE GOD WILL HELP US. f

GOD BLESS YOU. I’M PRAYING HIS HELP FOR YOU NOW.

SINCERELY /

lli .G ELMO RENEGAR/PRESIDENT/VIRGINIA BIBLE COLLEGE \
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Dear Mr. Damana

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at thia time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. William Deman
Department of Speech

^Marshall University
Huntington. West Virginia

Enclosure: stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT PEACE AND TRANQUILITY IN

OF SPEECH/MARSHALL UNIVERSITY

AMERICAN LIFE.

4k WILLI AN DEMAN/DEPT

YOUR SPEECH WEDNESDAY EVENING AN HISTORIC MOMENT. I STRONGLY

;p kiiile jjjimi
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GENERAL

June 8, 1968

Dear Miss Yahraest

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Genevieve L. Yahraes

Stanfordville, Hew York

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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STANDFORDVILLE NY JUNE 5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR ALL YOU ARE DOING ON EVERY

FRONT YOUR ADDRESS WAS APPRECIATED GOD BE ALWAYS WITH YOU
3

AND YOUR FAMILY SINCERELY . <

/lu.> GENEVIEVE L YAHRAES/STANFORDVILLE NY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Junta 8, 1968

Hear Mr. Marchi

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let his have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. W. P. March
18 Wagstaff Lane
West Islip, New fork

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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TDHE WEST ISLIP NY 5

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

MR PRESIDENT

MAY I THANK YOU FOR YOUR ADMONITION TO VIOLENCE AND YOUR KIND

3 RESPECT TO SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY

^W P MARCHIS WAGSTAFF LANE WEST ISLIP NY.
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mrs. Churchi

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let hi® have your 
consents, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Arthur W. Church

Essex, Connecticut

Enclosure. stmt of g/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR PRESIDENT : THANK YOU

I AM ONLY ONE DEMOCRAT BUT

POSITION FORPLEASE RECONSIDER YOUR

£>4

NEED YOU

1968 JUN 6

FOR YOUR

NOW WITH

AM 9 39

YOU 100 PERCENT

68. ALL AMERICANS

KIND WORDS FOR BOB KENNEDY

3=
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June 8, 1968

Dear Miss Bramlett 
and Miss Pyle*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following bis 
statement at this tine of tragedy*

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes*

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mas Ruth R. Bramlett
Miss Hallie R>Pyle 
3119 Roe Drive 
Houston, Texas

Enclosure: Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB
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HOUSTON TEX;15

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

THANK YOU MR PRESIDENT FOR YOUR TV MESSAGE TO AMERICANS THIS

PM WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP

HOUSTON
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June 8, 1968

Dear Kiss Huwmeri

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
commentsr and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

sincerely#

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Joan Huestmer

Greenvillej Hew York

Enclosurei Stint of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



THE WHITE HOUSE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL SPEECH. YOU ARE OUR

PRESIDENT BECAUSE OF YOUR UNDERSTANDING IN THESE MOST

3 GREVIOUS MATTERS SINCERELY YOURS

a
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June 8. 1968

Dear Mr. Taylora

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let bins have your 
coREfKents, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. Arthur C. Taylor 
24 Fithian Drive 
New Castle, Delaware

Enclosure! Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQsNB
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5 1O31P EST

THE WHITE HOUSE

taylor 24 fithian dr.

; J- Uljue Spit^
1^3«^3£1gE;

1968 JUN 6 M 6 20

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR VERY FINE SPEECH THIS EVENING WHICH

GIVES US STRENGTH AND ENCOURAGEMENT SINCERELYi
4U- ARTHUR C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Dear Mia* Wenner:

The President asked mo to thank you for your 
telegram. He was grateful to know of your, 
concern at this time.

Enclosed la a copy of the President** Procla­
mation designating Sunday* June 9# as a day of 
national mourning.

With th* President*# Seat wishes*

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mias Rebecca Wenner
[ - President

^ Orangeville, Civic Club
Orangeville. Pennsylvania

Enclosure: Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F. Kennedy Proc.

DEK:m« - .
. ■ 't?WtW

. J . JUKI ll’^
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Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F. Kennedy Proc

Enclosed 1b a copy of the President’s Procla­
mation designating Sunday. June 9, as a day of 
national mourning.

The President asked me to thank you for your 
telegram. He was grateful to know of your 
concern at this time.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Sincerely,
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mie* Piper:

Th* President asked me to thank you for your 
telegram. He was grateful to know of your 
concern at this time.

Enclosed is a copy of th* President1* Procla­
mation designating Sunday. June 9, a* a day of 
national mourning.

With th* President’* beet wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mis* Henrita Piper 
1504 Kansas Avenue

Enclosure; Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F. Kennedy Proc.

DEKsms
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Dear Mt, Martin:

The President asked me to thank you for your 
telegram. He was grateful to know of your 
concern at this time.

Enclosed is a copy of the President's Procla­
mation designating Sunday, June 9, as a day of

With the President's heat wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Ur. N. K. Martin
103 Oak Avenue, South
Endicott, New York

Enclosure: Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F» Kennedy Proc.

DEK:ms
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mri. Carey:

The President asked me to thank yon for year 
telegram. Ho was grateful to know of your 
concern at thio time.

Enclosed 1* a copy of the President's Procla­
mation designating Sunday, June 9, as a day of 
national mourning.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely

Mrs. Juanita Carey
4819 Imogene
Houston. Texas 77035

Enclosure. Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F. Kennedy Proc.

DEKms
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June 8, 1968

Dear Miso Bentei

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and beat wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Jeanette sZaente 
229 East Main Street 
Karriiaburg, Pennsylvania

Enclosure; Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy,

AQ:NB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

Diagne ^-c j.
3^H^il>j)lgB

1953 JUN 6 AM 6 23

WAI89 NL PD 6 EXTRA

HARRISBURG PENN ,5

ONCE BEFORE I COMMENDED YOU ON THE FACT THAT YOU WERE "HOMEY

TONIGHT I HEARD YOU IN ELOQUENT ANGER BOTH TIMES I ADMIRED YOU

CARRY ON IN YOUR ANGER 

JEANETTE S BENTE 229 EAST MAIN ST

5
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Jane 8, 1968

Hear Mrs. Marston*

On behalf of President Johnson, X should 
like to acknowledge your telegram and thank 
you for wiring at this time of tragedy.
Your interest in letting his, have your 
ocsHMHkts is appreciated and you stay be 
sure they have bean fully noted.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Hunter Marston, Jr. 
620 Worth 
Greenwich, Connecticut

Enclosure i 6/5/68 Statement re Senator Kennedy

AQstrd
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June 8, 1968

Dear Mr. Malloys

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this tine of tragedy.

It was good of you to let hie have your 
cones ants, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr. John Malloy 
Taconia Road 
Greenwich, Connecticut

Enclosure; stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ:NB

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

CONGRATULATIONS 
• \ /

;JOHN MALLOY TACONIC RD

NOT JOHNSON SUPPORTER BUT MESSAGE ON VIOLENCE TRULY BRILLIANT
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June 3, 1968

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson*

President Johnson appreciates your 
thoughtfulness in wiring following his 
statement at this time of tragedy.

It was good of you to let him have your 
comments, and he asked that I convey to 
you his thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mt. and Mrs. Thomas W. Johnson 
5956 Fern Street 
Stockton, California

Enclosure* Stmt of 6/5 re shooting of 
Senator Kennedy.

AQ*NB
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STOCKTON CALIF 5 717P PDT

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

JUST LISTENED TO YOUR SPEECH AND GOD BLESS YOU

MR AND MRS THOMAS W JOHNSON 5956 FERN ST STOCKTON CALIF.

FO
R

M
 0S

05
 PMIM

TE
O

 DY
 TH

E 
ST

AM
2A

RO
 RE

G
IS

TE
R C

O
M

PA
N

T,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The President asked me to thank you lor your 
telegram. He was grateful to know of your 
concern at thia time.

Enclosed it a copy of the President’s Procla­
mation designating Sunday. June 9. as a day of 
national mourning.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Miss Rea Chenier
219 South Gale Drive
Beverly Hills, California

Ineloww: Rei of 6/6/68Death of ROBERT F. KENNEDY Proc.

dekrms
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Dear Mr*. Savteh:

Th* President asked me to thank you for your 
telegram. He wii grateful to know of your 
concern at thia time.

Enclosed is a copy of th* President's Procla­
mation designating Sunday* June 9, as a day of 
national mourning.

With the President's best wishes.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mr*. Edward Savich
6934 Decatur Place
Hyattsville, Maryland

Enclosure: Rei of 6/6/68, Death of Robert F, Kennedy Proc.

DEK:ms
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June 8, 1968

GENERAL

Dear Mri. Dean;

Ob behalf of President Johnson, I should like 
to acknowledge your telegram. Please be 
sure that your interest in submitting your 
comments at this time of tragedy is appreciated.

With best wishes,

Sincerely.

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

hire. Gordon S. Dean
4706 Grant Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19114

AVB:pb
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On behalf of President Johnson, I should 
like to acknowledge your letter and thank 
you for writing at this time of tragedy. 
Your interest in letting him have your 
continents is appreciated and you may be 
sure they have been fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Mrs. Thomas Deane 
308 Sorth 18th Court 
Fort Pierce, Florida 33450

Enclosure s 6/5/69 Statement re Senator Kennedy

AQ s trd
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June 8, 1968

Dear Dr. Kaplan:
/

On behalf of President Johnson, I should like 
to acknowledge your telegram. Please be 
sure that your comments at this time of 
tragedy have been fully noted.

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President

Dr. David Kaplan 
309 Walnut Street 
Elmira, New York

AVB:nb

RH»VED
JUN1 01968
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ELMIRA NY 5 534P EDI

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

WE ARE ASHAMED

DAVID KAPLAN MD 309 WALNUT ST ELMIRA NY.

2
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THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE

REFERENCE ASSASSINATION OF BOB KENNEDY: RESPECTFULLY.

REFERENCES THE PAPERS WITHOUT A MALICE. 
3 '

REFERENCES NEWSPAPERS RADIO AND TV. FROM A BUDDY BOY HOLD' 

BUSINESS 

HENRY D FERGUSON LT USCG (RET).
2 X '

OUR

&EC&VED
JUn1 01958
CWntAL FILES
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NEW YORK OFFICE: 
Hl LEXINGTON AVE. 
NEW YORK IT. N.Y. 
MUrray Hill ?-*«»>

SINDLINGER & COMPANY, INC. 
Market Analysts

Mr. George E. Christian 
Special Assistant to President 
White House Office
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Christian:

We are enclosing for your possible interest the report 
which was delivered to the Associated Press prior to 
midnight on Wednesday, June'5, 1968.

The AP story went out about 2 o'clock Thursday morning.

Cordially

AES/ds 
Encl.

3£CEN& 

JUN 2 2 ’^68 

CENTRAL h^
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June 7, 1968

Dear Mr. Dembo:

X have read the two WCBS Radio editorials 

which you broadcast on June 6.

Many thanks for sending them to me.

Sincerely.

George Christian 
Press Secretary 

to the President

Mr. Joseph T. Dembo
Vico President

ywcBs
51 West 52 Street
New York. New York 10019

GC/CG

RECEIVED
JUNl 01968
CENTRA!, 09

'A
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WCBS
CBS Radio
A Division of Columbia Broadcasting System. Inc, 
51 West 52 Strset
New York. New York 10019
(212)765-4321

Joseph T. Dembo. Vice President
General Manager

Dear Mr. Christian:

I enclose transcripts of two WCBS Radio 
editorials which were broadcast yesterday. 
The first was heard at 2:20 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
-- just prior to President Johnson's speech. 
The second was broadcast after the speech and 
incorporates some of the President’s remarks* 
I send these transcripts for your information.

Sincerely, 

^ ^^ CXAX^^

Mr. George Christian 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

June 7, 1968 
ad/attachments.
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WCBSNEVVSRADI088
51 Wesi 52 Suelu, Mew York. New York 10019

SUBJECT: Dissent by the Gun

(Update)

broadcast: June 6, 1968 
8:20, 11:20 p.m. and, 
8:20 a.m. June 7, 1968.

This is one of a continuing series of WCBS Radio editorials on topics 
of vital interest to the community. Responsible representatives of op­
posing viewpoints are given the opportunity to reply on the air If you 
missed the broadcast of this editorial, we hope you will read it. Your 
comments are always most welcome
JOSEPH T, DEMBO.Vice President, CBS Radio Division -General Manager. WCBS Radio

It was only a few months ago. He was speaking in California

to Mexican migrant workers.

"...Tf there is anything that we have learned during the 1960's, 
all of us that were here, it is that violence is not the answer to 
our problems. Let no one say, let no one say, that violence is 
the courageous way, that violence is the short route, that violence 
is the easy route. Because violence will bring no answer..."

In a WCBS Radio editorial yesterday, we said it would not

suffice for us to wallow in one more national orgy of self­

denunciation. In the wake of this latest bloody act of violence, 

national hand-wringing is not enough.

For there is a real danger that as a nation we are becoming 

apathetic to what Sociologist Gunnar Myrdal has called "the politics 

of assassination." There is a danger, that as a people, we are 

coming to accept as one more everyday hazard of our times, the grow­

ing pattern of violence in American

It is too easy to intone with the pundits that this latest 

tragedy is one more symptom of what they like to call "Our National 

Sickness." Too easy to go on accepting the malady of unrestrained 

violence as unfortunate and incurable. Too easy to do nothing at 

all as the "stain of violence" — that is what Senator Kennedy him­

self called it — continues to spread.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Senator Kennedy was speaking before Congress in support of a

bill intended to curb the deadly traffic in firearms across the

nation. That bill, like a similar one introduced in Albany at the

last session, was defeated.

Of course, registration of all guns could not be expected to 

prevent all crimes of violence committed with a gun. But it could 

and would prevent some of them. At the very least we can no longer 

tolerate a system that makes it easy for the emotionally unstable, 

the criminal, to get their hands on lethal weapons.

President Johnson has summed up the mood of a large part of 

the country in a call to Congress. "in the name of sanity," said 

the President, "give America the gun control law it needs."

But the bill Congress has sent to the President for signature 

falls far short of that. It limits but does not effectively 

control the sale of pistols. And it does not regulate the sale 

of rifles.

"The brutal loopholes" in our gun laws, of which the President 

spoke, remain.

This bill isn't good enough.

It isn't nearly good enough.

-WCBS RADIO-
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WCBSNEWSIWPIQ8§

subject: Dissent by the Gun

broadcast: June 6, 1968 
2:20, 4:40 p.m.

This is one of a continuing series of WCBS Radio editorials on topics 
of vital interest to the community. Responsible representatives of op­
posing viewpoints are given the opportunity to reply on the air. If you 
missed the broadcast of this editorial, we hope you will read it. Your 
comments are always most welcome.
JOSEPH T. DEMBO, Vice President, CBS Radio Di vis ion /Ge neral Manager. WCBS Radio

It was only a few months ago. He was speaking in 

California to Mexican migrant workers.

"...If there is anything that we have learned during the 1960's, 
all of us that were here, it is that violence is not the answer to 
our problems. Let no one say, let no one say, that violence is the 
courageous way, that violence is the short route, that violence is 
the easy route. Because violence will bring no answer ..."

In a WCBS Radio editorial yesterday, we said it would not 

suffice for us to wallow in one more national orgy of self­

denunciation. in the wake of this latest bloody act of violence, 

national hand-wringing is not enough.

For there is a real danger that as a nation we are becoming 

apathetic to what Sociologist Gunnar Myrdal has called "the politics 

of assassination." There is a danger, that as a people, we are 

coming to accept as one more everyday hazard of our times, the growing 

pattern of violence in America.

It is too easy to intone with the pundits that this latest 

tragedy is one more symptom of what they like to call "Our National 

Sickness." Too easy to go on accepting the malady of unrestrained 

violence as unfortunate and incurable. Too easy to do nothing at 

all as the "stain of violence" — that is what Senator Kennedy him­

self called it -- continues to spread.
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Senator Kennedy was speaking before Congress in support of 

a bill intended to curb the deadly traffic in firearms across the 

nation. That bill, like a similar one in Albany at the last session, 

was defeated.

Of course, registration of all guns could not be expected to 

prevent all crimes of violence committed with a gun. But it could 

and would prevent some of them. At the very least we can no longer 

tolerate a system that makes it easy for the emotionally unstable, 

the criminal, to get their hands on lethal weapons.

Now, Congress has before it, and is expected to pass, a much 

watered-down gun control bill. It contains far too many loopholes, 

it isn't good enough.

It isn't nearly good enough.

-WCBS RADIO-
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STERLING COLO 6

$ THE PRESIDENT f

THE WHITE HOUSE 

IN APPRECIATION OF YOUR EFFORTS WE HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING

$ TELEGRAM TO OUR SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN FROM COLORADO € i
3 

WE TELEGRAPH TO TELL YOU OUR MOST EARNEST PRAYER AND IF
© ©

NECESSARY TO BEG OF YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES IN THE US CONGRESS

<3 TO PASS THE MOST IMAGINABLY STRINGENT GUN CONTROL LAW MY WIFE fe

2
IS A NATURALIZED CITIZEN FORMERLY A BRITISH SUBJECT AND HAS

I MR AND MRS ROBERT; MURIN.

FO
RM

 03
05

»T*W
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bath ny jun 6 428? EDT

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR PRESIDENT JOHNSON

ALTHOUGH I VOTED FOR YOU I HAVE LONG SINCE FELT

MIKE MANSFIELD AND THE REMARKS BY SENATOR MCCARTHY

AND REASSESS YOUR CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE GUILT OF RIGHT WING

MISS MERIAM P ALDEN BATH NY

THAI THE POINT

THE TRUTH. I RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT YOU REREAD THE SPEECHES .

VIEW EXPRESSED BY SENATORS KENNEDY AND MCCARTHY WERE CLOSER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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6 315P EDIRICHMOND VIR

®THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
©

MR PRESIDENT IN LIGHT OF THE PRESENT TRAGEDY I WOULD BEG THAT

YOU RECONSIDER AND PLACE YOURSELF AS PRESIDENT ..OF THE UNITED STATES

WARREN HILL
©

®

^Nl 1195g
CENTRAL FILES

! ©

S
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TDTO MAUMEE OHIO 6

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

EDWARD H JOHNSON

1%8JUN 7 PM i 16

THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

AS AN HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THESE

GENERAL

J2 ^'^M^t4^/^  ̂ ^

ESTABLISHES ROBERT F KENNEDY

UNITED STATES

COPY SENT TO SENATOR EDWARD DIRKSON

if 4'L ’
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THE PRESIDENT _ 1

THE WHITE HOUSE

WE ARE DEEPLY SHOCKED AT THIS HAPPENING? ABOUT ROBERT KENNEDY,

SORRY THAT IT HAPPENED TO ONE Of NICEST MEN AT AMERICA EVER _ £

SEEN. WE’LL PRAY FOR HIM

CHARLES eSrODY AND FAMILY BOSTON AND MAINE RR LABOR UNION.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DALLAS TEX JUN 5

O THE PRESIDENT

$ THE WHITE HOUSE „

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I’M SO SICK OF BEING CRITICIZED AS AN AMERICAN

*; CITIZEN FOR THE HAPPENINGS OF UNEXPLAINED FORCES THE PAST FIVE

| AND HALF YEARS I SPEAK FROM MY HEART NOT POLITICALLY WE LOVE AND

RESPECT YOU AND YOURS FOR THE JOB YOU ARE TRYING TO DO NEEDLESS k

TO SAY GOD HELP US IN WHATEVER WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN MY HEART L

_ sWAS NOT COMPLETELY HEALED FROM THE ASSASSINATION OF OUR LAST .

------------ ------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------- -----------——   | Jq

PRESIDENT RECENTLY ONLY TO BE SCARED BY THE DEATH OF MARTINO □
LUTHER KING AND NOW OVER THE PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS WHAT WILL

O BE MY HEARTS PROGNOSIS I AM SAD AM TIRED AND I CRIED BUT WHO

REALLY CARES WE DO UNDERSTAND WE DEEPLY CARE ABOUT YOU THE

KENNEDYS AND THE USA LET NOT THE WHOLE OF THE UNITED STATES

<’ OF AMERICA BE CRITICIZED FOR THE WRONG OF A FEW SICK PEOPLE WE 
3

REALLY CARE, NO MATTER WHAT THEY SAY WHOEVER THEY ARE, WHEREEVER THEY

ARE. WE LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AND OUR GOD AS WE LOVE OUR OWN FLESH AND BLOOD

• HELEN GRADY.

"’^^-'^'^^'^^^ ’^^^'^'^’^^^^^ ■ K**?*«im^ftr<^^

o 
o 
□

©
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

TO THE PEOPLE

IN LOS ANGELES

AND THE COMMISSION YOU HAVE JUST APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE AND

FIND THE CAUSE OF THE UNREST OF THIS COUNTRY AND IF YOU’D JUST

I HAVE JUST LISTENED TO YOUR TELEVISION MESSAGE

OF THE UNITED STATES ABOUT THE KENNEDY SHOOTING 
3

LOOK AROUND AT THE SUPREME COURT OF THIS COUNTRY 
2

...e tJipe J-u-lj 

TD'^rijjInn

WC07 7 PD

AND THE LIBERAL LEGISLATION YOU HAVE PASSED YOU

.WOULD FIND YOUR ANSWER YOU AS PRES

INDENT SHOULD SET AN EXAMPLE

OF THE RIGHT OF PERSONS TO BE FREE IN THIS COUNTRY BUT THE

SUPREME COURT HAS GIVEN FREEDOM TO THE CRIMINALS WHERE A FREE 

MAN DOES NOT HAVE THE FREEDOM TO WALK AND SAY WHAT HE FEELS 

WITHOUT BEING SHOT LIKE A DOG THE LEADERSHIP SHOULD BE EXECUTED 

FROM THE HIGHEST OFFICE OF OUR LAND WHICH SHOULD BE YOUR OFFICE 
3

UNLESS YOU DO IT HOW CAN YOU GET THIS COUNTRY BACK TO ITS

FEET OF RESPECTING A MANS OPINION AND THE LAW

LESTER J GUIDRY P 0 DRAWER CC LAFAYETTE LA.
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& THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

ONE KENNEDY’S DEATH MADE YOU PRESIDENT REFUSING TO RUN WE HAD

ANOTHER KENNEDY'S DEATH YOU OWE IT TO YOUR COUNTRY-TO■RUN AGAIN

GERALD SCUILLI. '

* ■ SSWb
. J^1 11968

t central Files
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

PLEASE DO NOT TRY TO TELL THE AMERICAN PUBLIC THERE IS

NO EVIDENCE OF CONSPIRACY IN THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF 
3

ROBERT KENNEDY WHEN YOU HAVEN'T HAD TIME TO INVESTIGATE. YOU

SHOULD ASSUME THERE IS A CONSPIRACY IN ALL OF THESE

ASSASSINATIONS UNTIL PROVEN OTHERWISE THE GREAT AND NUMEROUS

2 MIDDLE CLASS PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY ARE AROUSED TO PROTEST THE
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LAWLESSNESS AND VIOLENCE RAMPANT IN THIS COUNTRY MINORITY GROUPS 

ARE RUNNING THE COUNTRY BECAUSE MEN IN HIGH PLACES EVIDENTLY DO 

NOT HAVE THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE TO STAND FOR RIGHT

MATT ROBERT MARY TEEL.

WILTON CLARK.

R M SNYDER.

JEAN SIMPSON.

DORIS DORERTY.

MILDRED STILLIMAN.

VESTA GEVITILIUS.

MADELINE MANN. \

DOROTHY E EVERETT.

MARTHA MERRITT.

MARIA HOGG.

MATTHEWS H ROTHBERT JR.
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE AS PEOPLE. THIS PERSON WHO KILLED SENATOR

KENNEDY WAS A FOREIGNER

MRS SHAPIRO.
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1609 N. Monroe St. 
Arlington, Virginia 
June,6, If63

&SKERM?

/ ^^^ President of the United States 
u J White House

Washington, D.O.

Dear hr. President:

though I share your shock and sadness at the assassination 
of Senator Kennedy, when I heard your speech lest night I felt 
only despair for the people of the world.

Your speech, ’{r. President, was a masterpiece in the art 
of double-think. The effrontery of the acknowledged leader of 
the free world to so underrate the intelligence of the people 
of the world fills me with a sense of shame and guilt. You 
have called for an end to '’senseless violence” and harm to 
innocent victims while you have for all your years in office 
condoned and continouosly increased the most deplorable and 
senseless violence tpon innocent men, women, and children the 
world has ever known. While calling for peace here as well as 
abroad our bombing and burning of towns and villages is con­
tinued unrelentingly in a war not our own but one cn which ?■ : 
we have forced cur "aid”. Meanwhile, innocent victims of that 
war here at home are being ignored in their hunger because all 
our resources are being used not to help people, but to kill.

Our young people today, Mr. President, are merely following 
the actions rather that the preachments of their leaders, and 
until the leadership of the country regains a decent moral 
standard the morality of the people can only deteriorate 
further.

Respectfully,

Dorothy L.X strong

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TEXAS GUARD

PARACHUTE TEAM

June 6, 1968

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Your appointment of another Blue Ribbon Committee to investigate 
problems of the average man is no surprise. Yours is the age old 
problem of the forest and the trees, I believe.

As this letter goes to the trash can, you can bring home the under­
lying factor of your total dilemma, the inability of the government 
to communicate with the man on the street.

When you were seeking various offices throughout the State of Texas, 
you were happy to shake my hand and solicit my vote. How the 
years have changed one of us.

You appoint millionaires to investigate the poverty situation. You 
send the most educated to converse with the ignorant. Where is 
your logic?

I am fifty years old and in my particular business, I have dealt 
intimately with all creeds and colors in all financial stratum. I have 
been poor and I have been well off. I have been happiest just being 
average. Why is a man like me not appointed to speak with, investi­
gate and reason with people like myself? I seek no power or wealth.

Your Blue Ribbon Committees are resented and very seldom get the 
true picture — they lack the capacity to accept or understand the 
ordinary.

^5:^ .J 
JUHI J 968 . '^ 
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June 6, 1968 
Page -2-

To further point out the distrust evidenced by the general public with 
regard to your appointed committees of high ranking individuals and 
wealthy people, I point out that Senator Kennedy's demise appears to 
be the direct revulsion of one youngster against tremendous wealth.

If you have taken time to listen to one of your people, and I will place 
odds that you never see this letter, acknowledge in some manner. 
There are at least fifty people, who could be classified as your 
credibility gap, that swear you cannot be reached by the citizens.

I refer a copy of this letter to my only acquaintance in 
D.C., Larry Temple, a member of your staff.

Washington, ^

HDB/bh
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THE PRESIDENT

FOLLOWING IS COPY OF TELEGRAM TO NRA WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS

AS ANY REAL CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. I DEPLORE

TRYING TO ASSASSINATE A POLITICAL FIGURE. AT THE

DOES NOT SEEM REASONABLE TO POINT THE FINGER AT

OUR CONSTITUTION IT WOULD SEEM TO ME THAT THE

IS WHO LET THE PSYCHOPATHIC JORDANIAN ISRAELITE

INTO THE COUNTRY IN THE FIRST PLACE

DALE E DOMINY LIFE MEMBER NRA 3988 ASHENTREE DR ATLANTA GA
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

AS MEMBERS OF THE GREAT AND NUMEROUS MIDDLE CLASS AMERICANS WE DO

NOT LIKE BEING TOLD WITHIN HOURS AFTER THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION
3

OF ROBERT KENNEDY THAT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF CONSPIRACY.

IT SHOULD BE ASSUMED THERE IS UNTIL PROVEN OTHERWISE WE ARE

PROTESTING THE LAWLESSNESS AND VIOLENCE RAMPANT IN THIS

COUNTRY TODAY

MINORITY GROUPS ARE RUNNING THIS COUNTRY TODAY BECAUSE MEN IN 

HIGH PLACES DO NOT HAVE THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE TO STAND FOR

RIGHT 

^ATTlRpTHERT. 

MARY TELL.

wilton clark.
R M SNYDER.

VESTA GREVILLIUS.

MADELINE MANN.

JEAN SIMPSON.
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DORIS DORETY.

DOROTHY EVERETT.

MARTHA BRATTON.

MILDRED SILLIAMN.

PAULA MERRITT.

MARIA HOGS

MATTHEWS H ROTHERT JR 5 
£
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT TO SENATOR

HOSPITAL IN LOS ANGELES CALIF
3

THERE ONCE WAS A DREAM

THERE WAS ONCE A DREAM OF A NATION

A NATION WHERE ALL
2

A NATION WHERE ALL CHILDREN COULD PLAY HOLDING HANDS

WORSHIP WHERE THEY WANTEDA
(

BE UNDER THE LAWS OF THAT NATIONA

C BE FREEA

MEN COULD STAND FIGHTING SIDE BY SIDE

NATION WHERE ALL MEN COULD

NATION WHERE ALL MEN COULD

NATION WHERE ALL MEN COULD

COULD THIS DREAM COME TRUE? 
i 

COULD THERE BE AN AMERICA?

P.S. I WROTE THIS BECAUSE OF RECENT EVENTS IN OUR
3

NATION HAS SO MOVED ME I’LL TRY TO BE A GOOD AMERICAN

GEORGE HOLLINGER 15 YEARS OLD 16 BAHIA COURT.

4
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. Lyndon B. Johnson
|Senator Thomas Kuchel 
^Senator George Murphy 
fCongressman Charles Gubser

Gentlemen:

The Congress must not ignore the shooting of Robert F. Kennedy as it has ignored 

the shooting of Martin Luther King, John F. Kennedy, Medlar Evers, and innumerable

lesser public figures. Pious condemnations of violence and exhortations to prayer

-- especially when offered by Lyndon Johnson, who, in recent history, stands 

second only to Adolf Hitler as a perpetrator of mass violence — are a ludicrous 

response to the sickness that grips America. The only sufficient solution is an

absolute prohibition against private ownership of firearms, and absolute federal 

control of their production and distribution.

I urge you to summon the courage to opnose the National Rifle Association and to 

promote — immediately — effective firearms control legislation.

Sincerely,
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14 Waterford Rd. 
Patterson, New York 12653

June 5, 1968

The President 
The Wh ite House 
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

We write this hours after the terrifying and tragic news
□f the assassination attempt of Senator Robert F.yKennedy. 
Obviously this latest act of violence is another symptom 
of the insanity which is widespread in the American 
society. It is beyond our abilities to suggest programs 
which will cure this illness. But there are certain 
obvious things that must be done:

I. A full and complete gun law must be enacted 
requiring strict reg i strait i on of a I J guns and careful 

. screening of each registration application. Only 
those few Americans who actually reguire fire arms 
for legitimate purposes should be allowed to carry 
them.

2. Massive programs must be enacted to alleviate
■ poverty and descrimination. This must be done at 

' any expense, including the curtailment of other 
major government programs (especially military), 
and, if necessary, large increases in taxation.

Please do not waste time and money answering this letter. 
The money is needed so desperately in other areas, and time, 
we fear, may already have run out.
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Lyndon Baines Johnson
President of the United States 
The Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, District of Columbia

Dear Mr. President,

In 1964 you campaigned on a platform of the "Great Society." 
Since that time you have acted in direct opposition to the 
implications of the promises of your campaign. Instead of 
peace, we have war; instead of solutions to the problems of 
the cities,youth, education, the poor and the unemployed, 
the majority of these problems have merely been forgotten and 
therefore intensified.

Now we have seen the shooting of Robert Kennedy. Your behavior 
as President, your fradulent representations to the citizens of 
this nation, your pursuit of brutal, violent, murderous solutions 
to the problems in Vietnam, brought forth the opposition of Senator 
Kennedy and Senator McCarthy. I can only conclude that the 
violent act which will probably take Senator Kennedy's life 
originated as much with you as with the deranged actions of the 
wielder of the revolver* How many more Americans will have to 
die, Mr. President, before you will recognize the uttey? ^corruptness 
of your policies?
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Bear Member of Grace one’ ochers

1 am sure that ell of you wore shocked by the news of the serious 
wounding of one of our Senators, Robert Kennedy, as he campaigned 

fur the nomination of the President of the United Statesa It seems 

tu me that, regardless of ones political affiliation or ones likes 

or dislikes for a. person, this type of violence must somehow come 

to an end- Of course the question is how and when- While you are 

still upset about this tragic shooting, please sit down and write 

£ letter to your representative in the Mouse, James Gardner, and 

to your two representatives in the Senate, Sam J. Ervin and B. 

Everette Jordan, expressing your concern over the violence that 

seems to becoming a part of the American way of life. Recuest that 

they support and advocate fully strong gun control legislation 

realizing that such legislative action won*t stop all killings and 

acts of violence but that it just might stem a little of it. I 

know that gun control legislation won’t be a cure-all for our na*i 

al problems because the problems in our country are basically moral 

and spiritual in nature and as I have heard so many times "one can’t 

legislate morally”.

If yru would only write the letter, this would be the very least 
you could do as a Christian and as a citizen of the United States 

of America. Something must he done ... nor'

Sincerely

J. Lowell Knauff, Pastor
'a congregation of the american lutberan church’ ■
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Memariam
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

1925-1968
This picture of Senator Kennedy is not a particul­

arly good one of him, but it shows him at the end 
of a day on the campaign road, worn but still alert, 
quizzical, waiting his moment to step to the rostrum. 
Beside him is his old friend, Teno Roncalio. The occa­
sion was a rally in Casper in the closing days of the 
1966 campaign.

There is little to say now, although much to do. 
It is in our own recommitment that Senator Kennedy 
endures in the company of the memory of President 
Kennedy. This is the way it should be. This is what 
he would want. To his wife and family the people of 
Wyoming extend a lasting sympathy.

Senator McGee--

Calls for Deeper Level of Understanding
Editor's Note: This is the statement made by 

Senator McGee to his colleagues in the United States 
Senate in commemoration of Sen. Robert Kennedy.

♦ * *
Mr. McGEE. Mr. President, the death by assass­

ination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy has left us all 
with a deep sense of shock and grief. But we arc also 
experiencing the stark realization that, while character 
assassination in politics has almost become an accepted 
course of action, we cannot be deluded by its “harm­
lessness”. The line between character assassination and 
political assassination is almost indistinguishable. The 
price of either is too high. It behooves Americans every­
where, therefore as voters and constituents, to raise 
our level of expectations with respect to those who 
would serve in public life.

We are experiencing today a rising sense of anger 
because of what the death of this remarkable young 
leader symbolizes and what it may portend. These 
feelings mix with the sorrow that we share and the 
compassion that we have for the Kennedy family, which 
has been struck once more by unspeakable tragedy, by 
a sorrow transcended only by the measure of service 
they have given this country.

RATIONAL BEHAVIOR,

NOT QUICKY SOLUTIONS
For those of us outside the magnificent family, 

the message is clear that we must rise up to our highest 
level of rational behavior, to the level of public con­
duct which Bob Kennedy and his family have estab­
lished as a guideline for leadership. This means that 
we not act out of a fit of anger or grope for quicky 
solutions to the problem that must be solved in the 
hearts of Americans.

It is understandable that we hear new calls for

gun legislation, or demands that we pass new restric­
tive immigration laws because Senator Kennedy’s 
assassin was a foreigner. But if we do this, we will only 
deceive ourselves, even though there might be gratifica­
tion for some who could point to specific legislation.

But we are thinking about and talking about polit­
ical assassination and the hazards of leadership in our 
country. They are very real. Political assassination has 
become too real. In recent years and days it has claim­
ed Robert F. Kennedy and his brother, the late Pres­
ident John F. Kennedy. It has claimed Dr. Martin 
Luther King. It has claimed Medger Evers. And it has 
claimed Malcolm X and George Lincoln Rockwell, 
who were not greatly admired by many perhaps, but 
whose deaths also illustrate the frightening ease of 
political assassination.

"WE MUST BEGIN TO DEMAND

. . . A HIGHER LEVEL"
This tendency reflects the evil virus of extremism 

injected into our body politic, first by the right wing 
and more lately by the so-called new left. The one 
describes a President as a "traitor” or a “comsymp” and 
the other denounces a President as a “murderer.” On 
one side the poisonous vernacular of extremism de­
mands “Impeach Earl Warren” and on the other it 
spits out “Hell no, we won’t go.” One brand of ex­
tremism can call Martin Luther King “nigger,” while 
another cries back, “Burn, baby, burn.”

Political assassination differs from other crimes, 
but this atmosphere is also engendered by forces which 
affect the broader problem of crime and lawlessness in 
America. As child psychiatrist Robert Coles put it in 
Trans-Action magazine recently, those senseless killers 
Bonnie and Clyde become "us” if we pay attention to 
what the social critics are saying about our society

today. The Neilsen ratings reflect this, too, for violence 
gets an audience and the media can be depended upon 
to go where the audience is. We must begin to demand 
from the media a higher level of entertainment, as well 
as a higher quality of news reporting which places less 
emphasis on the extremes and upon bloodletting, real 
or verbal, and more stress on the significant and sub­
stantive events that take place every day of our lives.

THE MOLOTOV COCKTAIL AND

THE FOMENTIVE TYPEWRITER
In politics, too, we must all learn to disagree 

without being disagreeable and quit demanding that 
candidates hit hard, low and often in order to excite 
their audiences. For all these factors have helped bring 
to the surface the kind of nut who will kill because 
law and order are too slow a process for him. Draftcard 
burners, campus rioters, those who throw molotov 
cocktails in the ghettos of our cities, and those who sit 
behind a typewriter or a microphone to reproduce the 
mood these people over-react from arc equally guilty of 
helping to foment disrespect for law and disregard for 
order and for their fellow men.

It is easy to point a finger at Congress, or at the 
State Legislatures, and say “Pass a law.” But that 
misses the point. What we have to do to come to grips 
with this problem is to begin with ourselves as individ­
uals, and with our neighbors and our own communities. 
We must demand a higher level of conduct and for­
swear name calling, fear, suspicion, and distrust. We 
must acquire a deeper sense of tolerance and under­
standing of the other fellow’s point of view and take 
to heart President Johnson’s warning that, "There is 
never—never—any justification for the violence that 
tears at the fabric of our national life.”
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THE SPOKESMAN EDITORIAL PAGE
Is America Sick! Sick! Sick?

And Is Richson Nixonfeller Our Prophet?
governor perhaps expect the plains 
of Laramie to explode in student 
rioting, Or had he heard reports 
of war drums warning of an incip­
ient Indian uprising? He did not 
say. He would not tolerate civil 
disorder in Wyoming, he said, 
thereby striking a heroic chord in 
the hearts of all right-thinking vot­
ers. But he did not explain how he 
would stop it elsewhere except, by 
insinuation, that he would match 
violence with violence. If you want 
evidence that ours is a sick or at 
least a silly society the governor of 
Wyoming will make a very con­
vincing item indeed.* * *

But it is not the purpose of 
this editorial to suggest ours is 
a sick society. Quite the contrary. 
Before you are swept into de­
pression and fear and hopeless­
ness and anger; before, that is, 
you allow the Republican cam­
paign to turn your mind into a 
quaking jelly of despair, take 
time to consider the following—

The victim, Senator Kennedy, 
was an American, a product of 
the inculcation of American val­
ues, a spokesman for those val­
ues, a man of and for his times, 
wholly committed . . . while his 
alleged assassin is the product 
of a land where, as far back as 
one can remember, political 
murder has been commonplace.

Whose society did you say is 
sick?

The Politics of Guilt
I mean no disrespect to the 

memory of Senator Kennedy when 
1 say the politics of martyrdom is 
as dangerous in its implications as 
the poltics of assassination. The 
politics of martyrdom is the poli­
tics of nostalgia and a sense of de­
privation, of the nihilistic mood of 
“What’s the use if this is the way 
matters will turn out?” It is the 
politics of paralysis because it is 
the politics of grief and anger and 
the futile search for a scapegoat. 
This is the political atmosphere 
that is creeping up on us this sum­
mer and its consequences could 
be grave. In a primitive way we 
may be concluding that we are be­
ing collectively punished as a na­
tion for being too materialistic or 
for being immoral or too much this 
and not enough that. We are psy­
chologically primed to accept the 
notion that in the tragic death of 
a political leader is an implied re­
buke against each one of us.

Thus the politics of martyrdom 
evolves directly into the politics 
of guilt.

And the politics of guilt is 
very convenient to the G.O.P. 
because if the average voter can 
be pursuaded to swear by it the 
Republican party will take the 
election next fall by a landslide. 
"America is sick! sick! sickl and 
Richard Nixon (or Nelson Rocke­
feller) is your prophet! Repent 
, . , and vote Republican!" This 
is the message that the G.O.P. is 
fashioning.

Those who do not believe this 
are advised to watch the Republi­
cans from now on. They will re­
double their efforts to convince the 
country it is sick, sinful, spend­
thrift, broke, blasphemous, godless, 
violent, vice-ridden and going to 
hell in a bucket. The approach is 
shrewd. The G.O.P. fully gauges 
the extent of the shock and sorrow 
and indignation over Senator Ken­

T)v the time this issue of the 
SPOKESMAN reaches its sub­

scribers so much will have been 
said about the death of Senator 
Robert Kennedy that any addition­
al comment will be in the nature 
of saturation. What more is possi­
ble in the way of verbal commem­
oration? To what further extent 
can the nation's anguish be eased 
by talking it out? This is the mom­
ent when the shock has begun to 
wear off and the ache has begun. 
In each of us that ache will con­
tinue to reoccur for the rest of our 
lives. New memories will superim­
pose themselves over those of John 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
and Robert Kennedy—but in un­
guarded moments the sense of loss 
will return. It is thus each genera­
tion is brought to the supreme test 
of its courage and purpose.

Once again we have been forced 
to look minutely into the nature of 
life and have found it inexplicable. 
We rage in our grief. It is intoler­
able things should happen this way. 
Once more we are forced to redis­
cover what we forget between 
times, that a large part of the un­
endurable tragedy of this world is 
human in origin. Some men dream 
and create. Others are haunted by 
nightmares and destroy. That we 
should still be surprised at this is 
a sign of the intellectual childhood 
of the species. If we were wholly 
without illusions our grief would 
be honest and intense, but it would 
not be incapacitating.

A Sick Society?

Or a Silly Society?

Predictably an abundance of 
nonsense found its way into ex­
pression after Senator Kennedy's 
death. A Russian government 
spokesman who conveniently for­
got his own good fortune in hav­
ing escaped the Stalinist exter­
mination mill managed to relate 
the assassination to capitalism. 
Charles Evers seemed to see be­
hind the tragedy a conspiracy 
against the civil rights move­
ment. There was the unparallel­
ed fatuity of the attempt to link 
Senator Kennedy's death with 
the Vietnam war. From conserva­
tives came the suggestion that 
the tragedy was further evidence 
that ours is a sick society. Mean­
while, Mayor Yorty of Los 
Angeles kicked the judicial pro­
cess squarely in the teeth by 
strewing conjectural evidence 
right and left in such a way as 
to guarantee a burden of per­
plexities at the trial of the alleg­
ed assassin.

It was Wyoming’s governor how­
ever who made it all the way un­
assisted to the peak of ultimate 
absurdity. Grasping the occasion 
of Senator Kennedy’s death as an 
opportunity to strike a Napoleonic 
stance, the governor let it be 
known he will not tolerate civil 
disorder in Wyoming, nay, not 
even in such strongholds of radical 
sentiment as, say, Sheridan. Here 
was Bonaparte resurrected, facing 
down the mob by casually suggest­
ing to the cannoneers that the time 
had come to give the rabble a 
whiff of grapeshot. And yet; and 
yet one puzzled and wondered, try­
ing to imagine where the governor 
expected the Wyoming uprising of 
1968 to materialize. From Wyo­
ming’s few and scattered Negro 
families? From its relative hand­
ful of Spanish-surnamed? Did the

nedy’s death. It knows each one of 
us is concerned over Negro rioting, 
the rising crime rate, student vio­
lence and the other signs of un­
rest in today’s America. The G.O.P. 
suspects that a substantial number 
of Americans can be persuaded if 
they are not already that Negroes 
are behaving the way a minority 
of them are because, don’t you see, 
they just aren’t equal to white 
civilization. The G.O.P. will not say 
that outright. It delivers its mes­
sage by talking archly about “crime 
in the streets.” Similarly, the 
G.O.P. will talk dolefully about 
student rioting but never about 
the origins of student discontent. 
The irony of the situation is that 
the Republican party of this cen­
tury is copiously at fault for hav­
ing ignored Negroes and cities and 
for having brought forth no chal­
lenging values and goals to moti­
vate the hearts and minds of to­
day’s students—yet from the ef­
fects of its own passivity and ob­
structionism it expects to wring 
votes.

Instant Progress
It is customary among Republi­

cans and, truth requires it be ad­
mitted, among some Democrats, to 
fault Lyndon Johnson for our un­
comfortable world.

As John Kennedy said, “Life is 
unjust”—and the abuse that has 
been heaped on LBJ is testimonial 
of that fact.

Historians will hardly fail to 
note what ought to be apparent to 
most of us, that the assault on 
LBJ was so crudely motivated and 
so vile in some instances as to 
merit little respect and attention.

If you check the Kennedy- 
Johnson record you will note 
that in instance after instance 
legislation was proposed by the 
two presidents aimed at 1. strik­
ing at the roots of urban decay 
2. securing basic rights to the 
discriminated-against citizens of 
this country 3. providing the na­
tion's young people with oppor­
tunities to serve their country 
and obtain the training to make 
possible their own successful 
careers 4. reduce unemployment 
to the greatest possible extent 
5. tame the economic cycle of 
boom and recession 6. bring un­
der control the damaging effects 
upon our environment of indus­
try and technology 7. make the 
greatest possible effort to elim­
inate from American life the 
hideously unequal circumstances 
under which American children 
start life 8. aid education at all 
levels 9. bring the nuclear pow­
ers of the world into such assoc­
iation as to provide hope that 
the deadly radiation which show­
ered down on the world from 
nuclear testing will never re­
sume 10. help the country and 
the world come to grips with 
famine and overpopulation.

These 10 points do not summar­
ize the achievements of the Ken­
nedy-Johnson years in toto but 
they are a substantial part. Their 
significance is better understood 
when we check the Republican 
years, 1952-60, and find that the 
efforts and the legislation repre­
sented by these 10 points HAVE 
ALMOST NO SUBSTANTIVE 
ANTECEDENTS IN THE EISEN­
HOWER YEARS.

Chew on that for a while.

In Love With Violence
None of the foregoing should be 

interpreted to mean that all is well 
with this country, that the ugly 
violence of the times is only in 
the eye of the beholder, that “Stu­
dents for a Democratic Society” 
are really benign scholars sincerely 
in search of purpose and meaning, 
that there is not an awful crime 
problem in Negro ghettoes, that 
there is not a great deal in con­
temporary America that is alarm­
ing and depressing.

But are we decadent? Or were 
we always decadent? Were we 
less tn love with violence all 
those years we could not—or 
would not—pass an anti-lynch­
ing law than we are now? Was 
our failure to protect human life 
during lynching's heyday a sign 
of a more moral America com­
pared with the fact that properly 
rights in American slums are 
currently being disregarded? 
From what heights of propriety 
as a nation have we descended? 
Or have we actually been climb­
ing? When men were shot and 
clubbed and blacklisted for union 
organizing activities, were the 
times more righteous? When stu­
dents unquestioningly accepted 
the dogmas and prejudice of 
their teachers and traditional 
shallow life goals, were they 
more spiritual? Were the years 
during which Negroes were flee­
ing starvation and night riders 
in the South for neglect and re­
pression in northern cities more 
gcdly than now when the Ne­
gro has at last found himself 
cornered and is striking back? 
Were we a less violent country 
when unsuccessful attempts were 
made to assassinate Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman? Is 
it the accuracy of the assassin's 
bullet that defines our times?

In short, are the moral years the 
ones during which the problems 
are allowed to accumulate from 
neglect while the immoral years 
begin when the accumulation ex­
plodes.

Or is what wc arc really upset 
about the fact that never again in

Then consider this. We have any 
number of people who are disap­
pointed with LBJ because, in five 
years, he has not been able to 
master the problems besetting 
America, particularly those in the 
cities. Imagine that! The legislation 
he has been instrumental in pro­
posing and enacting in the last 
five years has not yet rectified the 
oversights, neglect, greed and 
stupidities of more than a century.

Harold Howe, the able Fed­
eral Commissioner of Education 
had something to say about the 
critics who can't understand why 
we don't have Instant Progress 
now that we've got the legisla­
tion. His words were aimed, too, 
at the Republican critics who 
want to toss the Kennedy-John­
son legislation out the window 
and start all over with some­
thing else. Howe said these peo­
ple remind him of the fellow 
who plants a tree and then 
comes along every three weeks 
or so and yanks it up by the 
roots to see how it's coming 
along.

our lives are we going to be allow­
ed to forget the nether America 
that has always existed, where 
children begin life under unspeak­
able inequity and men are denied 
jobs because of skin color and 
families fitfully beget more chil­
dren to begin their lives in squalor 
and thus to repeat the dreadful 
cycle?

There may be a sickness in 
America but I submit it is in the 
soul of the man who says “nigger” 
and in the soul of the political 
leader who encourages him. There 
may be a morbidity in this coun­
try and if there is I submit it is in 
the newspaper or television report 
that emphasizes violence ONLY 
and strife ONLY and bitterness 
ONLY and says nothing about the 
overwhelming majority of us who 
seek reconciliation. We have come 
to believe our press notices so com­
pletely that in each of us there is 
a deep sense of sin and guilt and 
a potential Republican vote.

The Danger Is 
Disengagement

I submit further that the real 
disaster potential of our times 
is not the country may go up in 
smoke of civil disorder but that 
the contending factions will be­
come exhausted and disengage. 
This is most of all to be feared 
because while we are locked in 
conflict we can never wholly ig­
nore each other. In the conten­
tion between white and black 
America is the salvation of both, 
a dreadfully painful one to be 
sure, but far preferable to a new 
isolation in which one side will 
again batten on the myths of 
race while the other grows mon­
strous in its alienation. Disen­
gagement without reconciliation 
will almost certainly set the 
stage for a bona fide national 
earthquake.

This is not the time for parties 
or leaders who believe that what 
America needs is a whiff of grape­
shot down the street into the face 
of the mob and a return to a con­
trived, enforced, counterfeit civic 
tranquility. The answer to the 
tumult of our times is passionate 
engagement by each of us in sup­
port of federal, state, group and 
personal efforts aimed at further­
ing justice and opportunity for all 
in this country. The means where­
by America can meet her problems 
are, and should be, varied. It is 
not “How?” It is “Whether?” It is, 
this summer, the question of 
whether having been thus far com­
mitted by the Kennedy-Johnson 
years we are willing to take the 
next essential steps. If instead of 
feeling guilt we are willing to 
acknowledge our debt to the Ken- 
nedys and Kings and to the unsung 
and unremembered of our times 
who went down before the assass­
in’s bullet and the bully’s club 
whilst in pursuit of justice, we 
shall redeem our destiny. There is 
no other way to quiet the ghosts 
that wait patiently beyond our 
door for a sign their lives were 
not gathered up in vain. . . . MX.
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State Senator Wilkins Spoke at Spring 
Membership Tea of the Sheridan County 
Democratic Women’s Club

Listening intently to Senator Wilkins were these Sheridan County ladies. Up­
wards of 35 women attended the membership tea.

New officers of the Sheridan County Democratic Women’s 
club are, left to right, Rose Maric Madia, treasurer; Claire 
Leon, president; Elizabeth Bondi, secretary.

Past president of the Sheridan Women’s club, Mrs. Ed 
Freeman, was presented a gift from the club by new president 
Mrs. Mike Leon. Gift was Eric Hoffer's newest book.

Sheridan, Wyoming, May 25: 
Slate Senator Edness Kimball 
Wilkins told a membership tea 
of the Sheridan County Demo­
cratic Women’s Club that the 
Democrats of Wyoming face be­
ing subdistricted out of existence 
if they fail to gain a majority in 
one of the state’s two legislative 
chambers next fall.

Culminating her talk with this 
estimate of the challenge of the 
1968 elections, Senator Wilkins 
first traced the history of the 
Wyoming Democratic party and 
of the roles Wyoming women 
have played in the political life of 
the state.

Her audience was composed 
of former and newly registered 
members of the women’s club. 
The location of the meeting was 
at the Sheridan Inn which has 
recently been designated a Na­
tional Historic Site and is being 
remodeled and restored.

Few, if any, Wyoming women 
speak with Senator Wilkins’ au­
thority on Wyoming history and 
Wyoming political process. A 
six-term member of the Wyo­
ming House of Representatives, 
Mrs Wilkins came to the Senate 
in 1966. Her career in the House 
led to her elevation to the Speak­
ership after serving as Speaker 
Pro Tcm.

Busy registration table was 
managed by Mrs. Gene Bondi, 
shown here registering Nevada 
(Mrs. Tex) Ellis of Clearmont. 
At bottom left with Sen. Wilkins 
is Mrs. L. L. Spracklen, a former 
Sheridan County committeewo­
men and legislative candidate.

Women's club members being served tea arc, left to right, Mrs. C. L. Elder, Mrs. 
Russell Snider, Mrs. William Whitman, and Mrs. Beth McElfresh. Pouring is Sylvia Free­
man.
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State Chairman Sets 
Convention Routine

WATCH ON THE POTOMAC
By Robert G. Spivack 

Fordham University, New York

Editor's Note: The following 
communication has gone out 
from State Chairman John 
Rooney to Delegates and Alter­
nates to the Democratic National 
Convention.

To: Delegates and alternates to 
the National Convention

The following covers housing, fi­
nance, transportation, committees 
and first meeting with reference to 
the convention. Please read it 
promptly and carefully and take 
immediate action with reference 
to that set out in the final para­
graph.

1,—Finance Most of you have al­
ready sent me $100.00 for inci­
dental expenses to be incurred in 
connection with the convention. 
There was no request by me, and I 
appreciate your action. For those 
of you who have not done so, I re­
quest that you do so now. The 
money will be used as follows: 
$50.00 deposit on your rooms (you 
will ultimately therefore receive 
this back since you will receive 
credit for it on your room charge. 
If you are not staying in the dele­
gate reserved rooms you should 
send only $50.00 instead of 
$100.00). About $30.00 to purchase 
a coat or jacket, gold in color, with 
pocket label “Delegate — Demo­
cratic National Convention 1968”. 
About $20.00 to pay a portion of the 
caucus and headquarters suite at 
the hotel. I will make a special ac­
counting of expenditures to you 
after convention.

2—Housing We have been as­
signed to the Pick Congress Hotel 
in Chicago. This is a 1,000 room ho­
tel on Michigin Blvd, and Congress 
in the Loop. It is air conditioned 
with TV and radio in rooms. It is 
a first class hotel and probably 
ranked number 2 of the 23 hotels 
to be used for delegates. The dele­
gations from Connecticut “Baileys

own state”, Maryland, Montana, 
Arizona and Louisiana will also be 
at the Pick Congress. We must 
send a $50.00 per room deposit to 
confirm and hold our reservations. 
I have telephoned the hotel and 
was advised that the single rooms 
run from $13.00 to $24.00 and the 
twin bedded rooms for two people 
run from $19.00 to $30.00. The 
minimum rental time is 5 days. 
Please see the final paragraph in 
this letter which will indicate the 
information needed by me for res­
ervation purposes.

3—Transportation I am still try­
ing to firm up an acceptable plan 
with the air lines. Many of you are 
going by train or personal auto. 
About 50 air line spaces are antici­
pated. I am trying to work out stops 
in Billings “or Sheridan”, Casper 
and Cheyenne for boarding but we 
may have to settle for one place. I 
will send a follow up memo on this 
as soon as possible.

4—Committees The task of com­
mittee assignments was made easy 
by the fact that most delegates de­
clined assignments and a few indi. 
cated they would accept only if 
needed. Alternate delegates could 
not be assigned, except that women 
alternates could be assigned only 
if women delegates were not in at­
tendance. We have 5 women dele­
gates. All said yes except Renee, 
who said no. June said, “if needed”. 
Only 3 men delegates gave an un­
qualified yes. 5 said yes “if need­
ed”. Accordingly, the 4 women 
delegates who said yes or if needed 
were assigned and the 3 men dele­
gates who said yes were assigned. 
Rather than pick between the men 
who said “if needed", I assigned 
myself. As it appears now, I will 
have to be there early anyway and 
the committee to which I am as­
signed does little other than ap­
prove arrangements already made.

I hope this meets with your approv­
al. Please advise if it does not. The 
assignments are:

Credentials—Vi Lawler and Don 
Hubbard

Resolutions and Platform—Alice 
Burridge and Don Anselmi

Rules and Order of Business — 
Nora Mix and George Cox

Permanent Organization — June 
Boyle and John Rooney

Direct contact will be made by 
the committee chairmen with com­
mittee members concerning time 
for committee meetings.

5—First Meeting Pursuant to di­
rection of the State Convention, I 
plan to call the organization meet­
ing about 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 25th in our caucus room at 
the hotel. The specific call for this 
meeting will be sent out at a later 
date. At the meeting each delegate 
will place a slip containing his 
name in a box or hat and the first 
12 names drawn will have 1 vote, 
the other 12 will have the % vote. 
At the meeting, we will ballot for 
a delegate chairman, a delegate 
vice-chairman and a caucus secre­
tary. The caucus chairman will an­
nounce his rules and procedure.

Accordingly, please return the 
enclosed immediately and send 
your check if you have not already 
done so. Enclosed is a slip of paper 
indicating the information which 
I now have concerning you and the 
information which I further need 
concerning you. Please verify the 
information I have and supply the 
information I need. Please return 
the slip whether or not you add in­
formation indicating that the in­
formation I now have is OK.

Thanks,

John J. Rooney 
State Chairman

How TV Causes Social Unrest
The President's Committee on Civil Disorders and others who 

have studied the big city riots make much of the fact that TV 
cameramen get would-be rioters to perform in front of the cameras, 
even to committing acts of arson or breaking store windows.

If there were no TV comeramen on the spot, some police 
officers hold, there would probably be no riots, or inflamatory 
speeches that incite disorder.

Perhaps there is some truth in the criticism. Having grown up 
in the news media and having covered my share of disorders, I am 
aware that we have our share of irresponsibles who would rather 
get a “good story”, even if it is not altogether true, or a “good 
picture”, even if it distorts a situation.

But I have always had the nagging feeling that these analyses 
were somewhat superficial and. in any case, only a small part of the 
story.

Now, at this conference at Fordham, we are getting a 
glimpse of some of the more basic problems that are created by 
television and to a lesser extent by the other news media. The 
purpose of this meeting, which deals mainly with the discontent 
among lower middle class whites in our big cities, is to find out 
what is hardening so many in their racial hostility towards poor 
Negroes.

* * ♦

The young Negro youth who breaks a store window to snatch 
a pair of fancy shoes or a rich-looking jacket is not so hard to 
understand. After years of working he still feels poorly clothed, 
while everyone else around him looks snappy and wcil-drcssed. It’s 
a frustrating experience that causes the crack-up.

With the lower middle class white the problem is somewhat 
different. Every night he watches the better off youngsters, as por­
trayed on television, riding their snazzy sports cars, rushing off to 
plush parties, and altogether living the life of Reilly.

If father cannot provide him with these luxuries the kids 
get mad, or the wife gets sore about having to do all the drudg­
ery around the house, while other wives are playing tennis and 
bridge and attending social teas.

What television does for the lower middle class American, in 
the opinion of a position paper of the Education and Urban Plan­
ning Staff of the American Jewish Committee is to develop a style 
of life where “the reach exceeds the grasp."

Or, as it is put in more learned terms:
“The appetite and the sense of possibility generated by an 

affluent society create both the need and the assumption of where­
withal to consume conspicuously and repetitively.

“The average American is bombarded by the mass media 
message of abundance. From his radio in the morning, to advertise­
ments on the buses, to the evening TV commercials, he is told that 
elegance and luxury are well within the means of any hardworking 
citizen.

“But the affluence of the lower middle class American is a 
tenuous one, historically and even currently, and it does not allow 
him the comforts which the media say he deserves.”

In order to live the way people on television live it is often 
necessary for both husband and wife to work. If, after hard 
work, they think "others", by which they usually mean Negroes, 
are getting something for nothing the seeds of resentment have 
been sown.

When we talk of avoiding future racial conflict and reconcilia­
tion of the races these are factors that have to be taken into con­
sideration. Once they are recognized it may be a little easier to 
de-fuse the racial time bombs that exist in almost every big city.

(6) P.N. Associates, Inc.

QUESTIONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN
WASHINGTON—McGee Senate Internship contest winners Tom Long of Casper and 

Janet Crawford of Cheyenne are shown with Senator Gale McGee, D-Wyo., sponsor of the 
annual essay contest which brought Long and Miss Crawford to Washington, D.C. for a 
week-long exposure to the U.S. Government in operation and the attractions of the Fed­
eral City. Both were chosen as winners of the sixth annual competition on the basis of 
scholarship and activities, as well as their essays on the subject of U.S. draft laws.
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WOULDN'T THIS BE 
A GOOD TIME TO 

GIVE A SPOKESMAN 
SUBSCRIPTION 

TO THAT 
INDEPENDENT 

OR REPUBLICAN 
FRIEND?

1. The Governor of Wyoming, a Republican, has ashed the mineral 
industry to help him write new tax legislation. Did he ask you?
2. Word has leaked out that you are being charged as much as $30 
on new model cars over former prices because the industry says 
this is what the scat belt installation calls for. Automotive writers 
say it’s costing the industry more like $5 per car. Why does Senator 
Hansen, a Republican, line up with the auto industry when safety 
questions come up?
3. Signs that pollution of various kinds—water, air—is increasing 
are evident all over Wyoming. Take a look at some of the lumber­
ing operations that Hathaway-Peck and the Natural Resources 
board people are telling us is clean industry of the sort Wyoming 
needs. The governor says federal standards are not necessary for 
the states in this area—that the states can police their own prob­
lems—but his own failure to seek remedy for the new sources of 
pollution that have sprung up during his tenure indicates his lack 
of sincerity.
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