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Bullet, Grand
Jury Informed

BY RON EINSTOSS
and DIAL TORGERSON
Times Statf Writers .

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan practiced,
plotted and lay in wait to shoot
Robert. F, Kennedy, witnesses told a
grand jury in testimony kept secret
untjl Thursday.
And when he fired, he hit the
senator with three bullets—not two,
as reported earlier—the grand jury
transeript discloged.
One shot fatally wounded Kenne-
dy in the brain; Two others struck a
halfinch apart in his right armpit—
apparently as his hands flew up,
instinetively, across his face.
Sirhan stepped from the side of a
"very good-looking girl™ in a polka-
dot dress and fired rapidly, "a ver

AYING

\r elve "hours before, oné gz
It y Ir testlfled he had seen the same man |

i practicing rapid firlng mvith the
same gun on a San Gabriel Valley
pistol range.

A Thalf-hour hefore the crime,
riother said, Sirhan had been

was practicing getting 0 88
very rapidly. Carreon sald he was t
the range firing 'with a friend, David

‘Montellano.

Episode at Range Described
"To the left of us,” he said, "5 feet
away, there was an individual
shooting very rapidly on the range

| aiting In the Ambassador kitchen
—asking-a kitchen porter nervously;
three or four times, if Kennedy ‘was
expecteq to pass through 'the room.

Kennedy, followed by a throng of
supporters and newsmen, left the
Embassy Room stage where he had
claimed viectory in the June 4
California pregidential primary—
and, testimony revealed, was led by
thehand by a hotel employe right to
the spot where Sirhan was waiting..

Details of the test1mony at. last
Triday's grand jury hearing became
public record Thursday when it was,
filed in the county clerk's office.

Henry Adrian Carreon, a collega
student and playground director,
said that when he saw a man he
identified as Sirhan about noon
June 4 at the San-Gabriel Valley
Gun Club, Sirhan had already fired
300 or 400 practice shois. He waa
standing amid empty shell casings,
Carreon said,

sick-looking smile on his famé:,'"
}i_r_o_m about three feet away, wit-

His testimony indicated §1rﬁan

with a revolver. On the range you
are subposed to shoot and pause,
ete, ete. Usvally ‘the rarige officer {
goes up' to the individual shooting in,
this manner and he will inform
them. that it's not supposed to be
done, .."

He said he ahd Montellano spoke
to Sirhan. Asked twice, Sirhan
identiffed his pisto!l as "an Tver’
Johngon," Carréon gaid,

Montellano, noticing that Sirhan
had one box of bullets set aside from
the others he was using, asked
Sirhan if he were using "a special
' type bullet," Carreon. said.

The bullets, Catreon said, are.
called "the mint-magnum.”

"This type of bullet,” Carreon said,

2025 RELCEASE UNDERE.O. 14176




and

[ "FIETL IC penetrates an ob=i=¥4m 10 go 10 a n

ject usually tears

, splits out into different di-1
! rections, where the regu—[

| 1ar bullet of a .22-caliber

| goes in 2 hole, and when,
it goes into an object, it
will come out the same
size."

. Sirhan was noncommit-
al about the bullets, he

' said,

' The iestimony relating
to how many times Sen.
Kennedy was shot began
when Coroner Thomas
Noguchi was asked:

"And would you tell us
how many wounds there

, were?"

The coroner replied:

" A total of three gunshot

wounds, sir."

| Dr. Noguchi said the
wound which killed the
senator entered the right

! mastoid (behind the right

" ear), while the other 1wo

hit in the back of the right

armpil.

The latter two shots,
according to the witness,
would not have heen fatal.
' @ "Doctor, as a result
I of vour examination, did
vou come Lo an opinion as
to the cause of death of
Sen. Kennedy?"

A—"Yes, The cause of
death was gunshot wound
of the right mastoid, pene-
{rating the brain."

Dr. Noguchi said powder
burng on the surface of
the edge of the right car
showed the wound to the
head was inflicted at a
“very, very close” range.

Q—"...Doyou have an
opinfon as to the maxi-
mum distance the gun
could have heen from the
senator and still have left
powder burns?”

A" Allowing a

will be more than 2 or 3
inches from the edge of
the right ear.”

Switeh in Plans

Xarl Uecker, assistant
maitre 4' at the hotel, =aid
that plans for Kennedy to
visit a crowd in another

canference in the Colonial
Room, by way of the
kitchen.

Kennedy by the hand —
the senator's right hand in

i

‘Mr. Kennedy fell out «f

Uecker's left—when, he
said, "something rushed
on my right side . . . then
heard the first shot, and

variation, I don't think it'

ballroom were changed.at
@ﬁt minute" to call for | ticed him," h%@%—%

dmy hand. T lost his hand.i
looked for him, and I saw
him falling down."

Uecker than grahbed
Sirhan, and wrestled with
him as other shots blasted
into the corridor of the
ktchen pantry, hitting five
other persons. All sur-
vived.

Waiter Mentions Girl

Vincent Di Pietre, a
student and part time wai-
ter at the Ambassador,
gave the grand jury which
indicted Sirhan for murder
a dramatic account of the
shooting, of BSirhan's
struggle to escape after-
ward—and of the good-
looking girl he saw talking
with Sirhan earlier.

She was wearing a polka
dot dress, he gaid. It was
on the basis of his testimo-
nv—and of a woman who
told of seeing a woman in
a dress of similar descrip-
tion run from the hotel—
that police based an all-
points bulietin for a young
woman pessibly invelved
in the case,

Di Pierrn, speaking soft-
Iy, 1old the 22-member

parnel that he was walking -

with Kennedy through the
kitchen and was 3 feet
away when they reached
; the pantry's ice-making
machine. S8aid Di Pierro:
"It was there that T
noticed there was a girl
and the accused person
standing on what is-—what
we call a tray stacker,
where we had all the trays
He was asked what he
noticed about Sirhan.

Uecker was guiding

W 5 very good-looR e =Sy . . i It Jooked Jkait
" was a white dress and it

. girl next to him. That was

the only reason 1 looked
. over there. 1 locked at
the girl and T noticed him

—the reason I took note of | know what they call it, but
him. . . , He was grabbing'

on {to a pipe on the tray
holder ywith his left hand.
"T could not see his right
hand; he looked as though
he was clutching hig sto-
mach, as though some-
body had elbowed him."

Tells of Gun

The next time he looked

at Sirhan he was holding
the gun, Di Pierro said.
"He kind of moved

around Mr. Uecker," he |
said. "He kind of motioned ~

around him and stuck
the gun straight out. And
nobody could move. Il was
— vou were just frozen.
You didn't know what to
do."

On the first shot Kenne-
dv "kind of reared back"
and then began to fall, he
said. "And when he stuck
the gun (out)," he said of
Sirhan, "he locked like he
was on his tiptoes because
he wasn't that tall."

What happened next?

"The suspect turned al-
most immediately, and af-
ter all the shots were
fired, he was trying to
escape . . . he tried very,
very hard to get away. But
“r. Rafer Johnson and
Mr. (Roosevelt) Grier and
Mr. Uecker were all hold-
ing him against the stain-
less steel table.

"And people were trying
~—were hitiing him and

cursing at him, and it was |

utter confosion. I mean,

everyone was trying to .

kil him.
th " .. .1 think it was Mk
} Johnson who iried to get
the gun." .
Pressed for details of the
girl in the polka-dot dress,
Di Pierro sald:

"I would never forget

what she looked like be-
cause she had a very

"The only Teas_“m“h&:good-lwking figure — and

had either black or dark-
purple nolka dots on it.
"It kind of had—T1 don't

it's like—looked like a hib
in the front, kind of went
around like that."

Talked to Girl

As the girl and Sirhan
stood together on the tray
rack, before the shooting,

, "he logked as though he

either tatked to her or!

fiirted with her, because |

she smiled,” Di Pierro said,
"Together, they were

both smiling.

{ "As he got down, he wag,

smiling., In fact, the mi

ute the first two sho —\
were fired, he still had a
very sick-looking smile ornl
his face. i

"That's one thing—I can .
never forget that." \

What did the girl lock
like?

"She had dark hair that
was cut, I would say, just
apove the shoulders, just
around in here. And it just

. kind of looked like it was
. messed up, at the time, 1
I mean.

She could have
changed that—she could
have come with curls. .1
don't know. It was just’
messed up at the time,

Short Nose Noted

"she had what looked
like a short nose. She
wazsn't too—facially, she
wasn't too pretty. She was
not that pretty.

"And, like | say, figure
-—she had a very good
figure."

He said that after the
shooting he did not see
her. He said he hadn't
seen her before,

Authorities have dques-
tioned at least three young
women who have stepped
forward to identify them=
selves as having worm
polka-dot costumes to the:
Kennedy affair the nighto
of the killing. All were’
released afier questioijng..
One officer said, SThére

Ry



e

those i poika-dal. dres=

ges:"
Kitchen Porter Heard
It was Jesus Perez, a
kitchen porter, who told
the grand jury of having

[ séen -Sirhan a half-hour

priof to the shooting. He
identified Sirhan froi
photographs as a man who
had been nextto a kitchen
steam table.

*He asked me about
three or four times if Mr.
Keénnedy' (was) coming
that way, coming through {f
that way. And I'answered,
'T don't know,' bhecause,
really, I don't know What
way he comes."

First Sight Told

Perez was agked when
he saw Sirhan first. It was,
he said, about 11:45 p.m,
"He was: there -in the
steam fable,” he said, "get-
ting some pieture, domg
something, standing
there."

Pioliceman ‘Arthur
Placencia,-the first officer
to reach the kitchen after
the ghooting, said he 'went
there answering a call that
there was "some kind of
difficulty or police prob~
lem" at the. Ambassador.

"When we got to this
area where we got the
suspect, there were people
holding this suspect down.
on top of this sheet metal
table;,™ he said.

The first thing he and
his partner thought of, he
gaid, was the safety of
Sirhan. He said theys
i}pulled Grier and severaly

——nut, sald Placericia; "we-

didn't know wha 'he had
shot. We just knew he had
shot' somebody. All we
knew was that he was a
suspect.”

He said as they were
takifg Sirhan from the
scene, a man he later
learned was Assembly
?‘Speaker Jessee Unru:

kept shouting, "We. don?

t

e
.
]
¥

lothers off him and thertf

#"just started pushing" to.
force their way out of the
room with .the suspect.
The crowd kept shouting,
"He did it: He is the one
that shot him."

T —

-

"Division station,

+ said; He said he asked

; who are you""‘ He sald

.vant another Oswald. W |
don 't waht another QOs-
waid."

- En route to the Rampart
Unruh
rode with them, the officer

Unruh, "By the way, who
did he shoot?"
‘He said Unruh repliedy
"Bobby Kennedy."
"And I said," Placencia
said, 'On.
"Then I looked at him
and, I said, '‘By the way,

"Jesse Unrub.'

During thé daylong
hearlng beforé the grand.
sury, Deép. Dist. Attys.
John E. Howard, Morio
Tukuto and John W,
Miner qlestioned 22 Wit-
negses.

Although they had been)|
subpoenaed, Johnson and
Grier were excuséd be-
cause they were in New
York attending the sena-
tesSmpral. ¢
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trial for- the murder of Sen;
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;death -

Thed Ltzfl Angtgles Tu:nes e
ported today that plans alko e
are being wmmé’ to. install A-1 Citizen-News -
bulletpmof shielding -in-a, cor- J— Ios Angeles, Calif.
ridor running from a jail cell ‘
o & courtroom in e Ha]lof
iJistice.

| “The security measures-wete / a L,

|deemed necessary to prevent k MSA

iatt emotionally imstabla per-

;son from. ttying io take. re- E—

wenge on Sirhan -as did -Jack

Ruby after President: Johm F.

Kennedy was assassinated.
‘Sirhan was arraigned a week: -

ago in a jail chapel undet

strict security. Newsmen were.

- frisked of all objects except

. - T pencil and notebook, Even
- Superior Judge Arthur L, Alar-’
; i @%&m hed, ==
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Fates

Kennedy
Was Hit by
3 Bullets

By Ron Einstoss
and Dial Torgenson
Los Anweles Times

« LOS ANGELES, June 13
— Sirhan Bishara Sirhan
practiced, plotied and Iay in|!
wait to shoot Robert F. Ken-!!
nedy, witnesses told-a grand|:
jury in testimony kept
secret until today.

And when he fired, he hit
the Senator with three bullets

—not two, as reported earlier
—the grand jury transeript dis-
closed.

One shot fatally wounded
Sen, Kennedy in the brain
Two others struck a half-inch
apart in his right armpit—
apparently as his hands flew
up, instinctively, across his|
face.

Assatlant Fired Rapidly

Sirhan stepped from the side;
of a “very goadlooking girl”
in a polka dot dress and fired
rapidly, “a very sick-looking
smile on his face” from sbout
Ehree feet away, wx&ae&s_._nnsold
he Erantsury.

Releases Details

Of Sirhan’s Role

ury’

[ j ‘welve hours before,
an testified, he had seen the

jAg with the' same gun orf a2
Gabriel Valley * pistol

an

ange. .
F A halfhour before the crime,
mother said, Sirhan had been
( vaiting in the Ambassador
hotel kitchen—asking a kitch-

'en porter nervously, three or

:tour times, if Kennedy was
expected to pass through the
room.
Kennedy,
throng of supperters and news-
men, left the Embassy' Room
stage where he had claimed
vietory in the June 4 Cali-
fornia presidential primary—
‘and, testimony revealed, was
Jed by thé hand by a "hotel
employe right to the spot
‘where Sirhan was wailing.

Put on Public Record
Details of the testimony at

opel|l

gfime man practicing rapid fir-| han w

followed by aj

His testimony indicafed Sif-
practicing getting off
his shois very rapidly.
Carr¢on said he was at

rang ’hrmg with a friend,
orth TéIt o us”.hesaui

"fwe feet away, there was an
individiral-shooting very rapid-
iy on the range with a revolv-
er, On the range yoe are
supposed to shoot and pause,
etc., ete. Usually the range
officer goes up to the indi-

vidual shooting in this manner )
and he will inform them thab
it'’s not supposed to done.

He said he and. Montellan
spoke to Sirhan. Asked twice
Sirhan identified his pistol aS
“an Iver-Johnson,” Carre
said,

Montellano, noticing th
S:rham had one box of bullefs

from the others

was using, asked Sirhan if he

last Friday's grand jury hear-
ing became public record tfo-
day when it was filed in the
County Clerk’s oifjice

Henry Adifan rreon, a
college studeént and Dplay-

ground director, said when he
faw a man he identified as
Sirhan -about ncon June 4 at
the San Gabriel Valley Gun
Club, Sirhan had already fired
three or four hundred prac-
'tice shots. He was standing

amid empty shell casings,
lmem =
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Sirhan Moy Get Gandy —
s Bulletproof Coge

LOS ANGELES, June
i 13 — A bulletproof parti-
tion er cubicle may be
built in a courtroom to
protect Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan if he etands trial|

here for the murder of e
Sen, Robert F. Kennedy, -
the Los Angeles '1‘1mes /

.

{Learned today.
1 The plans involve the

'additional possibility of /' /5
constructing a bulletproof K ,é—"“’/
corridor from the cell to

the courtroom,

Bulletproof docks for
defendants have been used
before, Nazi leader Adolf
Eichmatm, during his 1961
trial in Jerusalem, was

enclosed by a box in the
hmﬁ}t ey

The Washington Post

Times Herald f‘? “lL
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
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|
\

s Expénées of
RFK Burial

Associated. Press ﬂ lv
The Government will pay|
‘the nermal- funeral expenses
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy'

under a longstandmg proced-- ’

said yesterday.

The authgrity for payment
is contained in a resolution
adopted the day of Kennedy's
death. June 6. It provided for
a- committee- to . “arrange for
and attend” the funeral.

The aide said major pay-
ments normally cover the cost|
of the casket and umlem‘.akmgi
services. The aide sald the!
committee dees hot anticipateJ
gubmission of a bill for the'
expense ‘of the ‘special train
that carried Sen, Kennedy's,

bedy from New York City to
’sﬁmngt%]n. —_—

‘79 JUN 171968
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|

p—— —=titdg time to get angry” at vieolence |
| ‘ and disrespect for law and order,
l eagan a e S " Reagan declared. He said the assas-
.  sination of Robert Kennedy's broth-[
K. . . ! er, President John F, Kennedy, was
enne Ia In done by one who embraced "the
A ‘ ‘ Godless philosophy of communism,
. ’ _ y|2nd it was Communist violence he
- ; - brought to our land."
M IdeaSi Impori Reagan referred there to the late
Lee Harvey Oswald, identified by
. AL : the Warren Commission as Presi-
Sos:lel'y Is ‘S]Ckl Only Wlth dent Kennedy's killer, Oswald once
Grief, Anger, Governor lived in the Soviet Union.
Tells Indiana GOP Group , "The shattering sound of his shots!
‘were still ringing in our ears"
INDIANAPOLIS i#)—Gov. Reagan "Reagan continued without elabora-
Thursday night attributed the assas- , tlon, "when a policy decision was.
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 'made to play down his Communist}
[to "the violence of war in the Middle |attatch_mem: lest we provoke the
Kast imported by an alien.” Soviet Union.”
I The chief executive of the state Old-Fashioned Idea Urged
lwhere Kennedy was killed declared: It is time to return to the old-
“I for one find it unacceptable and fashioned idea of punishment for
worst than no answer at all to be ' the criminal, instead of treating him
told that all of us collectively are to ag " patient made ill by the failure
blame and that ours i a sick of sociéty" the governor said.
society." "Permissiveness from cradle to
"Perhaps we are sick," he added. crime is our philosophy, and what
"We are sick with grief, sick with were once considered privileges are
anger and sick of what has been ngow recognized as rights, and first
allowed to go on in this nation for ang foremost iz the right to adjust
too long a time. The senator had apy grievance by the nearest means;

been speaking of unity among our at hand, be it rock, club or fire
people, of healing our wounds with pomp. " |

respect for law and order, instead of Turning briefly to foreign pohcy,l
the kind of violence that has beset Reagan criticized corruption in the

Iy, Conrgg,

{ide! Room...
i Hulres..
_ Iﬁﬁ @andy

us. Let us continne that talk."

Reagan, considered a contender
for the Republican presidential
nomination, though unannounced,
made his remarks at an Indiana
GOP fund-raising dinner.

Reference to Am':estry Seen
He did not.elaborate on hig view of
the cause of the killing, but clearly
referred to the Jordanian ancestry
of the man accused of the k111

reported hatred of Jews,

gse in high places who hav
Sithan RBishara Sirhan, and H 5 g"/_ﬁ

‘South Vietnamese government, and
remarked:
"It is time to tell friend and foe
alike; we are in Vietnam hecause it
is in our national interest to be there
and whether it offends friend or foe,
we are going to do what has to be
done beginning now."

Fearfulness Decried

Reagan gaid America hag survived
many tirials, has no reason to be
fearful now and "we ghould dismiss

(Indicate page, name oi""""""ﬂ'
newspaper, city and state.}
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Los Angeles, Calif.
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.Q:g% talked of the %orgottsn

man” in America: -

"He holds. the whiole bureaucratic
structure of government on his tired
back and he works two and a hali
hours of each day just to pay its cost.
. This forgotten American is
black, he iz white ., .. He wants
leadership that will restore his faith
in government and perhaps in
himgelf . . . He loves peace, but not
Ftamyprice.” fe—— o
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Selected to Probe
Kennedy's Murder

BY JERRY COHEN
Times $taft Writer

A select team of Los Angeles
policemen, each "handpicked for his
specialized skills," has heen created
to carry the major burden of the
Robert F'. Kennedy murder investi-
gation, it was disclosed Thursday,

Its members include officers with

"wide connections in Kurope and
Agia, plus men who, in the past,
have developed military connections
on the two continents.”
The 23-man task force, headed by
Capt. Hugh Brown, police homicide
chief, also includes specialists on the
political underground.

An equally elite legal squad was
named Thursday by Dist. Atty.
Hvelle J. Younger to advige the
investigative force, then later to
prosecute the case against Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan.

Younger's Aide Heads Team

Its hoss is Younger's top aide,
Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D.
(Buck) Compton, onetime UCLA
foothall hero and a conscientious
prosecutor.

Creation of both special squads
was announced at a press confer-
ence in the Police Building presided
over by Younger, Dep. Police Chief
Robert Houghton and U.S, Atty.
' Matt Byrne,

Later The Times obtained specific
detailz about the nature and expec-
tations of both units.

Selection of the police team, for
instance, was unprecedented in de-
partmental history, and its members
were chosen from *the pick of the
entire department.”

L awareness of "the scope,

79 JUN?Z 51958

e V i © T chse" dictated the precie
'Bﬂan TaSk Force . selection process, said

Houghton, who also isg
chief of detectives.

“Only those officers
whose personal traits indi-
cated complete dependabi-
lity, ability to work with
little supervision and flair
for analyzing facts were
chosen," he added.

"They were drawn from
all police divisions. Five,
in fact, are nondetectives,
chosen for their specla-
lized skills and experien-
ces."

Preparedness Emphasized '

The squad also includes
a juvenile officer who spe-
clalizes in narcotics—"he-
cause we simply don't
know what we'll run into"
—and a scientific investi-
gation expert—"to corre-
late what we turn up in
that area."

Houghton  emphasized
that inclusion of officers

with European and Asian '

connections, plus political
specialists, should not be
misread by the public to
indicate investigators now
lean toward a conspiracy
theory.

"We simply must he
ready for whatever direc-
tion it might go," he said.

No Early Judgments

Since the fatal shooting
nine days ago, investiga-
tors consistently have said
that available evidence in-
dicated it was the work of
one marn.

But Houghton said dur-
inpg the press conference
that police will proceed
with "an open mind” in
that respect,

US Atty, Byrne
stressed, as he has before,
that Justice Tspastment

S t ~
l{magmtude and significance of this — BopC.cs ate not fpreempt

ing" the role of local law
' enforcement with their fn-
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Whatever they turn up,
he said; will be designed to
assist the LAPD in a
cooperative venture.

Tor instance, he sug-
gasted, "if the investiga-
tibn focuses on foreig
tnavel, or activity outside

“Lps Angeles, it might w‘eﬁ

be local authorities wit
"eall on the FBI for that
information.

"Or, if there is need to
trace the four $100 bhills
found in the suspect's
possession when he was
‘arrested, the Secret- Ser-
vice might be best
equipped to do that."

Agked if Interpol is coo-
perating in the massive
investigation, Houghton
declined
gaid:

"Any agency involved in
worldwide situations is
bound to bhe concerned.”

He also suggested that
the loeal investigation.
"will receive the hanéfit.of
any ‘worldwide investiga-
tive effort” that might be
made, )

Compton, in outlining
the "four areas" of concen-
tration that now claim the
attention of investigators
and prosecutors, noted
that one was the effort to
establish premeditation.

This, he said, "interre-
lates with establishing mo-
tive and mental back-

| ground of the defendant.""
Background Traced ‘-

Establishing premedita-
tion, motive and mental
background maturally will
require. tracing as much of
the suspect's past activi-

he added. _

This could be interpret-
ed to-mean that the prefri-
al ‘investigation could
reach into the Mideast,
from whence Sirhan, a
Jordanian immigrant,
y the United States
L when ke was. 12

village in which he lived
indicate his early family
life was stormy and that,
on more than one occa-
sion, his father punished
Him with unusual severi-

ty.
yThough Compton de-
clined to indulge in such
speculation, this early
background certainly
would figure in evaluating
tl.]he suspect's mental stab%—
t

Ve '
The other two areas Cﬁf_; "iterally hundreds" of Los

e==——=%eports from the sEEm. -l v€ and inveslgative

| area,"” Compton said.
Police at 'Core’

Houghton also stressed
-the police team will be the
"ecore" of a total depart-
mental investigative ef-
fort.

The team was formed, he
explained, because thé
"size and scope of the case
obviously is beyond the
scope of normal organiza-
tional structure.” -

Since the -assassination,

comment, but’

ties as humanly possible, .

T j;acentration outlined By

Compton were "the facts
of the shooting itself* and
"the hig open end—the

suspect's relationship with|

other people."

The facts of the shoot-
ing, he said, would involve
‘such. matters. ag bhallistics
studies "testimony of ‘wit-
negses as to who fired the
fatal shot." |

" "All this," he said, "ig

less simple than it seems
because of the great crowd
present at the time of the
shooting, the confusion
and because it was such an
unprecedented thing to
happen. But all of it will
have to be laid out for the
jury.”
Special Help
Working .on the special

" district attorney's squad

with Compton will be Dep,
Dist. Attys, John E. How-
ard and David Fitts.
Howard is chief of the
special investigationd:divi-
sion and auntil recently

was Younger's adviser to
€ ,

the grand jury. Fitts is
considered one of the offi-
ce's ablest prosecutors.
But, Comptom pointed
out, the squad will have
the entire district attor-
ney's staff to draw upon,
and it is the largest such
unit in the nation.
"That's quite significant,
the tréemendous backup

resources we have, mepw—somipton said letertiwt

Angeles policemen have
had a role in the investiga-
tion, Houghton said.

With the formation of
the special squad, the
headquarters for the in-
vestigation will he
switched from the Ram-
part Division to down-
town.

Leads received and ex-
plored, leads received and
still awaiting examination,

umerous,” obviously Iy

phemism to indicaté]
they have run into ﬂlﬁ;
‘hundreds, maybe the
;thousands.. ‘

; . "The life span of the

i special squad will be com-

,pléte only when every
_possible lead is exhdusted.
If I had to hazard a guess,”
gald Houghton, "that
would be Detween four
and six months."

Both he and Younger
‘emphasized "no lead, no
Jbiece of evidence," no
matter how kooky, "will
be overlooked.”

"If there are 10,000 leads
and we checked out 9,999
and let the other one go,
someone would write a
book acousing s of cover-
ing up something. Unim-
portant leads that might
be ignored in other cases
, Will be checkéd out. Then
'we plan to present in open
court; every piece of
'evidenhce abdut this cage."

—gited in every prosecu- to do otherwise wouldl

‘e characterized as '

invite "someoneslilzeLM oy
tleans Dist. Atty. Jim)
Garrison to come in four
years later and day we
didn't do this or that,"

"Worldwide Interest

"We are aware,” siid
Younger, "that this is not
just anether criminal case
in which Los Angeles iz
interested, We are aware
the whole nation, even the,
whole world, is watching."

The three aides he
named to his squad, he
noted, have tried more
than 200 homicide cases
among them.

Houghton observed that
the sgpetidl police téam
averages 13 years, four
months, departinental ex-
perience. :

Experienced Officers

Capt. Brown, itz opera-
tional chief, has been &
policeman 24 years, head!
of homicide six. .

Houghton said he was
i unable to -estimate how,
- many police man-hotrs
lalready had been devoted
to the investigation, but
declared:

"In my memory, more
investigative hourg have
been devoted to it than
any other.”

Compton has been a
deputy district attormey
gines—l1051, Howavd=sloce
1952 and Fitts since 1954,
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Students for Kennedy
.Form Action Corps

BY DAVID ROE '

Times Staff Writer

California Students for
Kennedy has officially dis-
banded, organization offi-
cials announced Thurs-
day.

Gary Towngend, co-
chairman of Southern Cali-
fornia Students for Kenne-
dy, announced the forma-
tion of the Kennedy Ac-
tion Corps, dedicated to
"promoting the programs,
policies, and ideas of Sen.
Robert Kennedy."

The statement was is-
sued simultaneously in
Los Angeles, San Francis-
co, Sacramento and Fres-
no.

The new group's first
project will be a door-to-
door campaign to collect

| 500,000 signatures on a

petition calling for strong
gun-control legislation.

The petition will be
presented Tuesday to the
House Judiciary Commit-
tee in Washington, D.C.

The committee is meet-
ing to reconsider its tie
vote last Tuesday which
blocked President John-
son's gun control bill from
passing to the floor of the
House,

The .petition calls for a
ban on all mail-order gun
fales, registration of all
guns in the United States,
a ban on gun sales to
persons younger than 18

narmitfargl] purchases of

Townsend said that the
new corps, which is open
to all individuals interest-
ed in pursuing the Ilate
Sen. Kennedy's goals, will
net now endorse any pres-
idential candidate.

Townsend is a member]
of the California delega-
tion to the Democratic
National Convention
pledged to Sen. Kennedy.

He did not rule out the
possibility the corp's 10,-
000 members, formerly
members of Students for
Kennedy, might choose to
support one of the Demo-
cratic candidates before
the convention in August.

Students for Kennedy in
Oregon also plans to dis-
hand and join the Kenne-
dy Action Corps, Town-
send said, and student
organizations supporting
Kennedy in Indiana and
Nebraska are expected to
follow suit.

Citizens for Gun Control,
a Southern California
group, will aid the corps in
its campaign for strong
gun control, Joel Tuben-
stein, its leader, said. It
will conduct a statewide
letter - writing campaign
before Tuesday's meeting
of the Judiciary Commit-
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A report in London that
Sirhan Bighara Sirhan, ac-
cused slayer of Sen.

—He returned to his
native Jordan in 1957 and
was married, at the age of
13, to Leila Yussef Mihael

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Robert F. Kennedy, re-|on June 27 in the Greek
turned to the Middle East | Orthodox 'Church ‘of Es

I-9 Los Angeles,Times
for extended visits in 1964 Salt, 15 miles west of

Los Angeles, Calif.

and 1966, was described ¢
Thursday as without foun-
dation.

Wire service dispatches |
from. London quoted ‘the
y Everling Standard as say- |
ing that an unidentified
Arab government had
evidence of the alleged
trips and was submitting
the findings to the United
States.

Thepaper's account was.
written by a. free-lance
cmrespondent

But -in Washington,
State Department préss
officer Robert J, McClos-

Amman

—Heé returned to this
country later in 1957 and
his bride followed three
months afterward}

—1Tri 1964 Le spent seven
monthe in the Middle

1 EBast, four of them in

Damasecus and the other
three at undisclosed loca-
tions.

—THe went to Cairo five
months in late 1966. and
returned fo the. United
States early in 1967,

This latter visit is refut-
ed, however, by the per-
sonnel files at Granjfa

key said this country has ‘Vista del Rio Ranch in
no eviderice to support the Corona, where Sirhan was
contention that Sirhan employed from June 2,

ever left the country, evey %ggg,, to the wee} ending o
briaflr_aiter 1mm1grat1ng ec. 10, 1966. D:: . 6/ ll-l-/ 68
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* Public; 3 Bullets
| Struck Kennedy

BY RON EINSTOSS'
and DIAL TORGERSON
Times Statf Writers

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan practiced,
'plotted and lay in wait to shoot
Robert F. Kennedy, it was indicated
by County Grand Jury testimony
made public Thursday,

And when he fired, he hit the
senator with three bullefs—not two,
as reported earlier—the grand jury
transeript disclosed.

One shot fatally waunded Xenne-
dy in the brain. Two others struck a

half-inch apart in his right armpit—-

apparently as his hands flew up,
instinetively, across his face.

'Sirhan stepped from the side of a
"very good-looking girl* in a polka-
dot dress and fired rapidly, "a very
sick ~looking smile on his face,"
from about three feet away, wit-
nesses told the grand jury,

Rapid Firing Practice Cited

Twelve hours before, one man
testiffed, he had seen the same man
practicing rapid firing with the
same gun on a San Gabriel Valley
pistol range,

A fireman told of seeing Sirhan
follow Kennedy when he walked
through the Ambassadop kitchen on

Plotting by Sirhan
Indicatedin

" —= - - o o ——— l————
f . TL]: And a kiichen porter_fnld how
-y-l‘a NScCri pt Madc. irhan had waitedpin the' kitchen,

nervously asking the porter, three
or four times, if Kennedy planned 1o
exit via the same route.

Kennedy, followed by a throng of
supporters and newsmen, left the
Embassy Room stage where he had

dicatediin Testimony
Grand Jury

claimed wvictory in the June 4
California presidential primary—
and, testimony revealed, was led by
' the hand by a hotel employe right to
the spot where Sirhan was waiting,
Details -of the testimony at last
-Friday's grand jury hedring, which
.resulted in Sirhan's indictment for
! the murder of Kennedy, became pub-
'1i¢ record Thursday when the 273-
'page transcript was filed in,/ the
county clerk's office. )

Identified at Gun Club
Henry Adrian Carreon, a college
student and playground director,
", said that when he saw a man he
identified as Sirhan about noon
June 4 at the San Gabriel Valley
Gun Club, Sirhan had already fired
300 or 400 practice shots, He ‘was
standing amid empty shell casings,
Carreon said. .

His testimony indicated Sirhan
wag practicing gefting off his shots
very rapidly, Carreon said he was at
the range firing with a friend, David

 Montellano.

"To the left of us,” he said, "5 feet
away, there was an individual
ishooting very rapidly on the range
with a revolver. On the range you
are supposed to shoot and pause,
ete, ete. Usually the range officer
goes up fo the individual shooting in
this manner and he will inform

higswoz—to 2 rally in the hofal
Embassy Room, . o

that it's not suppospd—fa_ 1_33
idohe , . " ZB5RELEA% UNDERE.O.
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girl in the polka-dot dress, ' the shooting, said he went

Di Pierro sald:

'"T would never forget
what' she looked like be-
cause. she had a very
good-looking figure — and
the dress was kind of
lousy . . . It looked like it
was a white dress apd it
had either black or dark-
purple polka dots on it.

"It kind of had—I don't
know what they call it, but

]
i
"

it's like—looked like a bib

iny the front, kind of went,
around like that."

Talked to Girl

Ag the girl and Sirhan
stood, together on the tray
rack, before the sghooting,
"he looked as though he
either talked to her or
flirted with het, because
she smiled,” Di Pierro said.

*Together, they were
both smiling.

"As he got down, he was
smiling. In fact, the min-

qute the first two shots

were fired, he still had a
very sick-looking smile on |
hig face.

"That's one thing—I can |
never forget that." !

‘What did the girl 1001(\
like?

"She had dark hair that
was cut, I would say, just
above the shoulders, just
around in here. And it just
kind of looked like it was
messed up, at the time, I
mean. She could have!
changed that—she could |
have come with curls. 1
dop't know. It was just
messed up at the time,

"She had what looked
like a short mose. She
wasn't too—facially, she
wasn't too pretty. She was
not that pretty,

"And, like I say, figure
—she had a very ‘good
figure."

He said that after the
Fooung he did no

his partner thought of, he

— 'Jesse Unruh.'"

there answering a call that
there was "some kind of
difficulty or police prob-
Iem" at the Ambassador,
"When we got fo this
aréa where we got the
suspect, there were people
holding this suspect down

on top of this sheet metal
table," he said.
Thé first thing He and

gaid, was the safety of

Sirhan. He said they .

pulled Grier and several
others off him and then
"just started pushing” to
force their way out of the
room with the .suspect.
The crowd kept shouting,
"He did it. He is the one
that shot him,"

Shot Somebody

But, said Placencia, "we
didn't know who he had
shot. We just knew he had
shot gomebody. AUl we
knew was that he was a
suspect."

He said as they were
taking Sirhan from the
scene, a man he Ilater
learned was Assembly

Speaker Jesse Unruh
kept shouting, "We don't
want another Oswald, We
don't want another Os-
wald.”

En route to the Rampart
Division station, Unruh
rode withthem, the officer,
said, Ile said he asked

did he shoot?" i
..‘l He said Unruh replie%:_
" "Bobby Kennedy."

"And I said," Placencia
went on, "'Oh.!

"Then I looked at him
and I said, 'By the way,

‘tor's funeral.

rived for Kennedy's victo-

T Fresoed for details opr?_—;_-‘“;ﬁeach the kitchen aftée==<During the daylong ' dy lef; the Kmbassy.

hearing before the gran
jury, Dep. Dist. Attys.
John E. Howard; Morio
Fukuto and John W.
Miner questioned 23 wit-
nesses.

Although they had been
subpoenaed, Johnson and
Grier were excused be-
cause they were in New
York attending the sena- !

Fireman Harold Burba
gaid that he was seated in |
the Ambassador kitchen
late June 4 when the
genator and his party ar-

ry speech in the hotel's
Embassy Room. Follow-
ing Kennedy was Sirhan,
he gaid.
Took Picture

". .. This person (Sir-
han) followed the senator
in when he arrived,” testi-
fied Burha, "I couldn't say
how far back. But he was
in the group that walked

in with, the senator." “

Sirhan seemed to be
carrying a rolled-up pos-

ter, possibly a campaign

poster, as he passed, Bur- |
added. P \
1Burba, atphotographe»t;l !

[ Essigned to fire-provein:

Ynruh, "By the way, whq '

ion duties, was still in the
kitchen a half-hour later]
when the shots were fired.
He took a picture of a
struggle, not realizing' un-

© til later that the suspect

being suhdued. by Kenne-
dy aides was the bushy-
haired man he had seen
earlier,

Edward Minasian, a
banquet captain at the

who are you? He gsait-— &mbassador, zaid that he

1 facility for the press) for

i have lasted more than 10
{ seconds or so—it was de-

firecrackers, just pop, pop,

| thought that_after Ke

EEe==Tigtr with RoosevelL

m
tige he was gomg to g0
downstairs to the Ambas-
sador Ballroom to address
angther throng of cam-
pdign workers who hadn't
heen able to get into the
Embassy Room.

"Instead,” he told the
jurors, “it seemed fe me
there was a suggestion
with several other people
about goihg into the news-
room {the Colonial Room,
set up election night as a

an interview.

Film Wanted in East

"Because of the lateness
of the hour, they warnted
to get some film back to
the Bast,

"So &t the last minute it
{(the discussion of the
change in plans) couldn't

cided to turn right. The
whole party, the Kennedy
party, decided to go to the
Colonial Room at this
time."

Another withess, Trwi
Z%eal Stroll, a 17-year-ol

Kennedy volunteer worl
r, who testified from
heelchair, told how he
"got in front of Mrs.

Kennedy by accident”

going into the kitchen—

and was hit by a bullet as
he pushed her o safely,
"We went in the door,"

he testified, "and all of a

sudden the procession

stopped and it was like

£

pop all over the plage—
and smoke—and, well, I
did this, T pushéed Wrs,
Kennedy, just a reaction.
Saw Mrs. Kennedy

"T turned around and
saw Mrs. Kennedy on the

cavering her.
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[ Tt was 1ike a spa
péapie plshing me. out o%
the room. T went out the
podium door; T said, 'God,
I'm shot!"

The blow of the hillét
striking him in the left leg
was ‘“like‘-someone' kicking
me in the shing,"™ he.said.

Ira Goldstem 19, a
newsman, who was also
wounded, said he thought
the sound of ‘the shots _

ere "balloons popping.”

oldstein testified: _ﬁ

"] stepped over Trwia |

troll, who was just hit.
Next, I was barely skinned
by a hbullet. I was just
barely skinned. by the
third or fourth bullet, I
could feel the air go
through, It didn't hit me,
(The bullet put a hole in
his. pants.)

- "Then the. fifth ar sixth
bullet did make contact
. in the left thigh ,
Then 1 staggered over to a

chair. . .

"And the first thing I
said, wds, 'How is Sen.
Kennedy" What happened
to him?

"And this womaniy
walked by, and she said to
me, "How dare you talk
about my husband that
way,' and she slapped ine
across. the face.

“And I said, *I am serry,
11‘ dy, but' I was shot, toop
| I like to: know how thd
- yenator was—or,.is.'

"And she:said, "0h, I'a
SOrTy, honey, ~and - klssed ’
me. This was Mrs. Ethel
Kennedy,

"At, that time she was
not in tears. ‘She was =a |

little,_hysterical, though,
_ But she wasn't crying:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JSE:BU LLETPROOF
DOCK FOR SIRHAN

A Dulletproof defendant's dock
may be built in a courtroom ‘to
protect Sirhan Bishara Sirhan if he
stands trial in Los Angeleg for the
murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,
The Times learned Thursday.

Plans also are being.considered fo
install bulletproof shielding along
the corridor Irom:a jail cell to a
courtroom in the Hall of Justice.

These are some of the exira
gecurity measures officials believe
are needed to prevent any emotion-
ally upset person from trying to
avenge Kennedy's slaying as Jack
Ruby did after the assassination of
President John ¥. Kennedy.

Ruby shot. and killed Lee Harvey
Oswald, the President's slayer, as he
wag being transferred from the city
Jail to the county jail in Dallas.

A precedent for building a court-
room cubicle wag set in the 1961
trial n Jerusalem .of Nazi leader
Adolf Richmann, He sat in a

etproof glass and st

partially enclosed dock constructed|.
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[Bradley Demands=r=:

Councit Probe of

Receiving Hospital

A City Council investiéation of

Central Réceiving Hospital operat-'

ing procedures, bagsed upon "imper-

fections” reportedly "exposed” in the '
assassinatién of Sen. Robert F, Ken-!

‘neédy, was demanded Thursday by
Councilman Thomas Bradley.

Bradley, in a motion, called for an
inquiry by the Governmental Effi-"

ciency and Public Health and Wel-
fare Committees as the council
debated transfering the hospital's
ambulance servme to the fire depart-
ment.

Bradley said the investigation
should determine "what charges can
be made to insure more effective
protection for patients 1equ1r1ng’
emergency hospital care.”

Charges Imperfections

"The tragic assassination of Sen.
Robert -F. Kennedy once again
exposed in a dramatic fashion the

t3l," the councilman,declared.

The New York senator, who wag
fatally wounded at the Ambas'sador
early on the morning of June 5, was
taken to Central Receiving Hospltal

'asa routine matter although gragelg

79 JUNZ 51968

JLment  to "the American Hggmtgl

imperfections in the oper ating
procedures at the recelving "hnspi-

wounded, Bradley declared.

hxs was ‘done,> assit*isjlatather
ents in similar conditions, the
1l councﬂman said, "even though it ig
ohvious that the hozpital did not
have 4 full complement of equip-
ment and services such as- X-ray,
hlood transfusion equipment, exper-
| ienced surgeons and the like."

Wanted Better Facilities

The effect, Bradley said, was to
' have Kennedy moved to another
hospital "where a full range ‘of
medical facilities was available."

But, he noted, the transfer to
Good Samaritan Hospltal resulted
“in a delay of one hour or more.”

Meanwhile, Dr. M. X, Anderson,
superintendent of the receiving hos-
pitals, made public a telegram from
the Hospital Council of Southern
California commending him and hig
. staff for the "exemplary manner in
which the city ambulance and re-
ceiving hospital personnel re-
sponded in the recent crisis invol-
ving Sen Kennedy.”

Dr. Anderson said the wire from
John .B. Brewer, -council executive
director, noted that the council has
"reported with pride the amazing
speed of the action of your depart-

S8
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ICARL T. ROWAN
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. Grief Mg_isjkls Realiti€s in|

-

a=——— .

In his moving culogy to his
brother, Senator Edward
(Ted) Kennedy urged mour-
ners not to make Sen. Robert
F., Kennedy larger in death
than he was in life.

But Arthur Schlesinger and
a few others seem determined
to do just that — and in a way
that could deepen the very
'malaise that has caused so
|muck violence and death in
1¢his eountry.

Schlesinger would have the
'nation believe that, with Rob-
I.ert Kennedy dead, there is no
one on the political scene wor-
thy of his support (and thus,
he implies, no one worthy of
the public’s support). .

Schlesinger sees Vice Presi-
dent Hubert H. Humphrey as
lacking the “strength” and
Sen. Eugene WMcCarthy as
lacking the “generosity” to
make a worthy president —
thus Schlesinger’s feeling that
he might have to forgo politics
and sit in lonely despair for
the nation.
| A columnist who in early
tApril saw Humphrey as hav-
ing “the most creative mind to
come out of the Senate in a
generation” now sees him as
part of the old guard of Ameri-
can polities and laments the

may have to choose between
Nixon and Hurmnphrey.

There are many legitimate
reasons to feel depressed over
Sen, Kennedy’s death. We de-
plore the fact that he fell vie-
tim to a political assassina-
tion. We agonize over the loss
of his influence on his party,
We fecel robbed that 2 gunman
has silenced a voice that artic-
ulated clearly and beautifully
the hopes and aspirations of

and har-

America’s hungr
lassed. F';"'_E"‘y |

79 JUN 2 11968

Kenriedy Assassination

—
I But™we cannot afford t?let_l

likelihood that the country

grief and emotidnalism blind
us fo reality and cause nsto
talk as though it had been
,written in the stars that Ken-
nedy was the last best hope of
this nation,

The reality is that even had
he lived Kennédy probably
would have lost the nomina-
tion to Humphrey.

The reality is that there was
no overwhelmingly popular
mandate that was certain to
sweep Kennedy into the White
'House next January. He had
(recently Iost the Oregon pri- |
mary. He did win California
by only a narrow margin over
i McCarthy — 46 percent to 42
ipercent.

i Kennedy clearly had the ad-

smiration and trust of the poor

‘pecple, the Negroes, the other |
Jminorities, to an extent unap- |
proached by the other candi- |
dates, Yet, he was not fhe only
voice speaking, in behalf of |
those who bear the burdens of

poverty and diserimination. ]
Lyndon Johnson has spoken
with equal fervor and convic-

«tion, and has turned his words

'into effective deeds, but John-

son’s “image® is shadowed by .
.2 Southern drawl and an ina-
bility of part of the population
ito think of anything but Viet-
nam when his name is men-
tioned. Humplirey’s record as
1a friend of the Negro and the
'poor is unexcelled by that of
tany man in public life, but he
Iis handicapped by the fact that
-las vicespresiaent he has been

/df,

/

entering Tme-promaries he de-
nied . himself the highly-
publicized platforms from
\which to renew his liberal,
'Humanitarian credentials.
Perhaps Robert Kennedy
{was far more generous than
his defractors ever let the
, publie understand, But there is
|po shotrage of generous men
in America. It is hard, indeed,
to understand why Schlesinger
iaccused McCarthy of lack of
i generosity — unless he was
| thinking ‘of the Minnesata Sen-
| ator’s refusal to bow out of the
Presidential . race and throw
his support to Sentor Kennedy.
The removal of Kennedy as
a candidate does not mean, as
isome  people .sgugest, that
“Nixop is now certain to
win,” The fact is that the
polls showed Humphrey run-
ning better against Nixon than'
Kennedy.,
. However deep our sadness
over the murder of Senator.
Kennedy, it is not right to.seek
to glorify him by demeaning
the qualities of good, faithful,
courageous men whom he has

left Behinde—y JThe Washington Post
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have meﬁ% challenge
this summer, added vibrancy
and excitement in the Demeo-
cratic convention,
. But all yearnings for peace,
in Vietham or elsewhere, and
all fervent concern for bright-
ening: the lives of America's
yitifl and poor, did not die
with Kennedy,

American publie life is griev-
_O_uE‘:]y diminished by the sena-
tor’s death, But the machinery
of governinent will go on, oiled
‘ by an abundant measure of

W
AP
77

wisdom and idealism. It does
! not deepen the natien’s tribute
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F Claim Disputed

The Sta?te Department said
vesterday it had no informa-
tion that :Sirhan Bishara Sir-
han, the accused killer of Sen.
Robert. F. Kennedy, ‘made
two trips to the Middle East
after he emigrated to - the
U.S. in 19537,

A story' in. the London
Evening Standard yesterday
said Sirhan had traveled to
the Middie East in 1864 and
1966, This information, varies
from that obtained during the
investigation.into Sirhan’s past

tion.

“The information we pres—
ently have is that hé came to
the United States in 1957 with
his famlly So. far ag we have
been able to check, there iy
no informétion he 16ft or re-
turned,” .a Depar’oment spokes~
man sald

[A spokesman for the U.S.
Immigration and ‘Taturahza—
tion Service seconded this by
declaring: “Our records show
Sirhan eame here in'1957 and
has been here ever since.”

[However, resldent aliens,

form 151
identification, and can use: it

petiod§ up to a year without
need of a re-eptry permit.

[The Imm:gratmn Service
says returning resident aliens
are listed on ship and plane
Ppassenger manifests and, they|
are asked to fill out re-entry
slips on returning. Those
familiar with the Immigra-
: Ivice's paper

" Unrecorded Travel

BvSirhan Reported

Reuters

atter the Kennedy as’sa'ssiﬁa-'

such as Sirhamn; are given the|
“green ,eard” for|

to leave the United States for|

the files often leave Some-
thing to bé degired:l

. The Standard’s story said -an
Arab government, which it did
not name, had uncovered
“startling new evidencé” on
the hackground of Sirhan.

The story said the Arab gov-
1ernment records showed that
Sirhan came ‘to: the US. in,
1948 when he was four and re:
turned to Jordan in 1957 where
he was married at the age of
13. r;

He: returned to the*U.S. in
1957 and his wife followed hnn
thrée months later, the story
said.

In 1964 he spent seven
months in _the‘ Middie TEast;
four of ‘them in Damaseus, Sy-
ria. The records do not show
where eh. was for ‘the remam
‘where 'he. was for the remain-
said, )

He was reported to have,
spent. even longer in the Mid:
dle East. m 1966, including five
months in. Calro, -acecording to
the ‘story.

The story said the Arab gov-
erpiienit 15 convineed of the
accuracy of its records and is

(D

seniding its information to the
B2

‘_'.'_..____'-;____‘____’_,_._—-——' i
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UPI-132
ADD KENNEDY ASSASSINATION .LOS ANGELES (UPI-115)
A%#~UECKER TOLD THE GRAND JURY HE *WAS HOLDING KENNEDY BY THE H

i
[ ESCORTING HIM FROM THE HOTEL, wn§¥ gg%ESHOTS WERE FIRED. GSHE SAin HE
" BY MY RIG vas
| FELITHEgF§T§§§gDR¥§gEPIRsT SHOT FIBED AND THE SECOND SHOT RIGHT AFTER
| THAT, AND MR KENNEDY FELL OUT SENMY gﬁgni'TﬁRﬁggTagéﬁmgAﬁgélml LOOKED
¢ HIM FALL D »
ALk SAGRABBED THE GUNMAN'S ARM,
"WHILE 1 WAS HOLDING THE HAND UHERE HE HAD THE GUN IN WAS TRYING
TO GET THE POINT OF THE GUN AS FAR AS I COULD AWAY FROM THE PART WHERE
MR. KENNEDY WAS LYING. FROM THE LEFT SIDE, 1 WAS TRYING TO PUSH THE
GUN AWAY TO THE RIGHT SIDE WHERE I DIDN'T éEE TOO MANY PEOPLE, WHILE
HE WAS STILL SHOOTING.®
UECKER WAS SHOWN PICTURES.OF SIRHAN AND ASKED IF HE WAS THE MAN
UECKER GRABBED. H ‘
THE WITNESS REPLIED, "DEFINITELY IS."
ASKED IF HE WAS THE ONLY ONE THAT WAS DOING THE SHOOTING, UECKER

REPLIED, "RIGHT."
! 6/13--TD3 1 4PED
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UPI-138

THE
JURY 'S
KENNE DY
MURDER

"

ADD KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, LO8 ANGELES

TESTIMONY WAS GIVEN IN SECRET LAST FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE GRAND
RETURNING OF A INDICTMENT AGAINST SIRHAN CHARGING HIM WITH
*S MURDER AND FIVE COUNTS OF ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO COMMIT
IN THE WOUNDING OF FIVE OTHER PERSONS.

THE 275-PAGE TRANSCRIPT OF THE TESTIMONY TAKEN FROM THE 22
WITNESSES WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE JURY WAS NOT RELEASED UNTIL TODAY.

6/13~-T
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By Yuval Eiiz_urﬁ “ 3

Special to The Washington Post
,JERUSALEM-—-The family
of Sirhan Sirhan,the man ae-
cused of assassinating Sen.

lonely one with few intimate
friernds, aceording to Anton

sl ke !

prominent Fast Jerusalem at-
torney, said he had handled
seveéral legal actions that the
father, Beahara Salameh Sir-
han, brought against his
neighbors. These mainly con-
cerned property in the village
of Taibeh, where the elder Sir-

Beshara Sirhan is a man al-

- The Sirhansi'A Lonely Family~

were not welcome; unless in-

vited, .

Sirhan, Sirhan, the suspeet
in the Kennedy-’s‘taying, was a8
quiet boy, "according to Jasir,
The elder Sirhan also is gentle
and courteous, the lawyer
said, but.he can fly into a rage
when he feels his rights are
being violated.

Meanwhile, the elder Sirhan
has asked Israeli authorities
to help him prepare for his
fortheoting trip to the United
States. No diffienlties are ex-
| peeted. .

However, some Tsraeli offi-
cials have expressed apprehen-
sion lest Sirham’s trip be ex-
ploited by Arab Erouns_ for

ways ready to {fight for his

bropaganda purposes,

rights, the lawyer said. He was
the sole heir of his father and
now owns fwo houses inthe.
village, and. some large olive
groves, The house hé lives in
now was built only recently,
when Sirhan came back from
America the second time. The
rest of the family has lived in
the United States since 1957.
Jasir recalled that the 'Sir-

han ;QQ;; was,s_e%gﬁggﬁgnd
that V'Isit%lrs fo their” home
b o

7N
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Thorough

LOS ANGELES, June 12
(UPI)—More than 12 hours be-
fore Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
| rdied, family told officials here
they wanted a thorough au-
topsy performed to avoid the
kind of controversy that sur-
rotinded the death of President
John F, Kennedy.,
District. Attorney Evelle I,
: Younger revealed today that
i members of the Kennedy fami-
1y knew he was dying and met}
with ‘Dr. Thomas Noguchi, the
Il County Coroner for more tHan.
two hours shortly after the
Senator underwent surgery at
od Samaritan Hospital June 5
. “The Kennedy family wanted’
it made. clear that a complete
autopsy e made,” Young'er
sald

Thez d1d not ‘want a recur:

'RFK Faiiily Asked

‘rence of the muddled investiga-

Autopsy®’

tion in Dallas when President
John F. Kennedy was. slain in
1963,” Younger said. He added,
“They knew and we kiiow; that

there. will be magazine articles
and books writtén on what hap-
pened here. We want to prevgn
all the 1naccurac:es thaf we—_

/(g MSAHET

‘ Casper
‘ﬂ/ Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
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Tavel
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ean’” .
Younger 5a1d ‘attorney Paul
Ziffren;, formef Kennedy a1de‘
Edwin Guthman, and former
Asgistant. Attoxney Generall
Norbert Sch1e1 represented thﬁ
Kennedys at an autopsy discus
sion m Younger’s office.
Younger gaid as d result of
the. meetmg the: seVen—hour
autopsy was probably the mos§
coniplete and metlculous eve
performed here AT

7.
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Story of THE Gun

Scripps-Howard .Staff Writer

SACRAMENTO, Calii, June
13 Luck and California’s
gun-registration law are credit-
ed by California -authorvities for
the quick trace made on the gun
that killed Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy last week.in Los Angeles.

It took just 75 seconds after a

number to his district office for
Los Angeles police headquarters
to learn who first-hought the .22

caliber eight-shot Iver Johnsoen
Irevolver Aug. 10, 1965 during the

\pani¢ that followed the Watts

riots.
Nine hours Iater, by mid-day

" June 5, police had the complete

 history of the

n. The trace be-

> gan with mbra resident Al-
bert Leslic{Hertz who bought. it
af @ P#idena sporting goods

[store for his wife’s protection. A
iyear ago, she gave it to her

Mrs. Dana

\1 arried daughter,
tlake. Last Christmas Mrs.
|West1“ake decided she “didn’t

iwant i around the house™ and
gave itito amechanically

'minded young neighbor, George

7{\Erhard And only a fow ‘weeks

ago, Mz: Erhard sold it to a fel-
low worker at a Pasadena de-
partment store: That fellow
|work Imown as “Joe,” was
'Mum%an older brothe'r of
§irhan Sir

} MORE THAN LUCK

; But more thah luck concocted
|Lthe system which made the re-
jeord avajtabla.

| This lies in police reliance on

California’s famed CI[ — Crimi-
|nal Identification and Investiga-

. ition Bureau. This cenfral state

information agency, part of the
attorney general’s office, is next
only to the FBI in extensive re-
cord-keeping,

It is so heavily used that Los
jAngeles maintains a *“hot line”
jto its compuiter cénter at Sacra-
imento ard averages 250 to 300
'requests daily to identify gums,
criminals, stolen property or
“*M.Q.” (mode of operaton),
} The fiuery concerning the gun

used i} the Kennedy assassina-
tion wyps fed into the computer
at 3 am. and the answer re-

ported seconds later to the
waiting policeman.
Armiong all the files this office

By MARY ELLEN LEARYY /'

policeman gave the gun's serial |

J’f

How RFK Death Weapon Was Trcw’ﬂ

Who's to Choose Sirhan's Lq@ er"

LOS ANGELES, June 13 (UPD-—Sirhan B. Sirhan, awaltmg trial
on charges he assassinated Sen. Rebert F. Kemedy, pored over
bocles on occultism in his heavily guarded jail cell while outside
controversy hwirled over who would represent him in court.

The 24 year-old native of Jordan was scheduled to enter a plea
June 28 in the courtroom of Superior Judge Arthur L. Alarccn io
charges he killed Sen. Kennedy and. tried to kill-five other persons.

Sirhan told A. L. Wirin, attorney for the American Civil Liberties:
‘big: name’™ lawyers to defend him
rather thaa Public Defender Wilbur Littlefield, whom the court

Union, that he wanted “two *

‘appointed.

-Mr. Wirin sald “a number of atforneys” had agreed to serve
without fee, but declined. to name them. He also said Sirhan did net
want the services of famed attormeys, Melvin Belli and F. Leé
Bailey, neither of whom had volunteered.

The bearded ACLU attormey said Sirhan agreed to let the Los
Angeles County Bar Association select his atforney, but the Bar
Association said i# had not agreed to do so and indicated it would
not do so unless requested to by thé dourt.

Mr. Wirin also said Sirhan had asked him to serve as his lawyer. |
But the attorney said the ACLU’§ interest in the case was only to |

‘see that his constituﬁml‘l' .right to counsel was upheld.

N

handles, its most comI:Ea; are
the three million computer-tape
records it has on concealable
guns. -

IN TRIPLICATE

California Heenses all persotts
who sell handguns and requires
each merchant to fill out in tri-

plicate a “register’”” form for ev-

ery sale, with one copy to local
police and another to the CII.
The purchaser may mnot take
possession of the gun for five
days affer. Within that time po-
lice and the CII check out the
purchaser’s name, address and

Zeneral description, including

age and color, No fingerprint-

ing or documented ‘proof of |

identity is required prior to pur-
chase, however. .

No similar registry is kept for |

shotguns or rifles. Anyone over
18 may walk out of a store car-
rying these the moment after
purchase.

“Post facto — a.fter the crime
— California has one of the best
systems in existence,” said
Chief Deputy Attorne) General
Charles O'Brien. “But ‘even this
has big holes:in it.

“If this gun had come from

out-ol-state or had been bought |

hy mail order we’d have had no
record. If it had been bought or-

iginally under a false name, we
could never have traced it.

“But before the fact — before
the crime — when it comes to
limiting gun traffic or effective
registration of gun ownership
‘California laws are pabh@{ically
weak.” %

Mr. (VBrien said Califtynia
law lags behind nine s(&;es
which require fingerprinted re-

gistration and far behind New
York’s Sullivan Act, ]

79 JUN 181968
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Three Turn Selves In

Three ,women whe thought they might possikly be the
WOWB turned themselves in to police but ail threphave
be eared.

Another of the 22 grand jury witnesses, Irwin Neal Stroll,
};7 oné of those woinded, said, according to“the AssoclatedJ

ress:
~ Kennedy passed him gomg from the podium to the
kitehen en route to .a press room. *“I shook his hand and
said, ‘Congratulations, Senator, He said “Thank you.' Then
he went throuigh the door and all of a sudden the procession
stopped and it was like firecrackers; just pep, pop; pop; all
over the place, and smoke.

“I pushed Mrs. Kennedy-—Just a reactmn—~and everyone
in the front turned around,

“1 turned around and saw Mrs Kennedy on the floor
with Roosevell Guier (foothall player and Kennedy aide)
covering her. If was like a swarm of people pushmg me out
of the room.

“T went out of the podium door. I gaid, ‘God, I'm shat ”
and then my frierids carfied me. off, T noted 1 was. ‘shot
becausé of the blood, when the sheoting started, it' felt. like. a
tmk in the knee, ,

“Right before gomg in, and Roasevelf ‘Grier was behind

er because I remember her face, she got. crustied like, and{

'she went like this . _ ., and: they came down -and said, ‘Are
ou all right?’

v Grier' s Rnle Is Told

“Roosevelt Grier pushed the people away from her.”

“Then the procession went through—then e went through
he door, Mrs. Kennedy and 1 and Roosevelt Grier, and then
the procession stopped agaln and then like firecragkers went
i like six.”
. ]31 Fierro dBSC‘I'lbed ‘whal happened after
elle

“The suspect tm'ned aimost. Jmmedmtely and after all the
shots were %he was trying to escape. He tried very hard

ehnedy was

o get away,/But Mr. Rafer Johnson—and by this time Mr.,
Ener andy Uecker were all holding him against the
eater. .And people were trying—were hitting. hirg and
Fzrsmg at him and it was utter confusion. I'mean, everyone

ag trying to kill him.”
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Findings——
Forwarded
To America

- LONDON (AP) — A Pritish
newspaper. said today .an Arab
government has evidence that
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, ‘acensed
assassin of Sen. ‘,Rohert F. Ker-
fiedy, returned 1o the Middle
‘East in 1064 and 1966..

The Evening Standard said
s evidence could open a mew
line of investigation in the Ken-
nedy shooting in Los: Angeles.

The paper said the Arab gov-
ernment, which ‘was not mennJ
fied, was forwarding its flndmgs
to the United States.

The story was written by -Jon
Kimche; a free-lance journalist
and former editor of the Jewish
Observer -and. Middle East Re-
view, 4 weekly published in
London. He did: not give his
source.

In.1964, the Standard said, Sn'-
han retumed tp the: Middle East
for seven months, including four
in Damascus; Syria. It said
there- was' no indication, where
he spent:ihe other three months.
He spent a lunger period in|
-|the Mlddle East-in 1986, includ-
ing five months in Cairg, This
time he returfied to the Umted
States at the beginning of 1967
the paper said.

The Standard safd the mvestl—
gation had also. uncovered a
number of other facts on. Sir-
han's background whith vary
with edrller aceounts.

- 'His full name was given as
Sirhan Bishdra Sirhan Abu Kha-
tar. It said he was first brought
to the United States as a4 fouwt-
year-old in 1948, noi in 1957 as
earlier reported, ’

Theié records, the paper said,
show that Sirhan Teturned 1o
Jordan in 1957 and, at:the age.of
13, married Leila Yussef Mik-
ihael in Salt, 15 miles west of
Amman, on June 27, 1957.

It said he returned ‘to. the
Wk mted States that 'sime yedr
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Data On
Shooting
Revealed

Dramatic eyewitness details
of the assassination of Sen, Ro-
bert F. Kennedy, told in secret
to the County Grand Jury which
indicied Sirhan B, Sirhan for
the slaying, were made public
today.

The question-and-answer testi-
monry of witnesses was revealed
with the'filing of the official
transcript with the County
Clerk, as provided by law.

Witnesses gave graphic de-
seriptions. «of how Sirhan was
seen with a gun in his' hand,
how one bystander grabbed him
and choked him, whilé others
“were striking at him and
irying io tear his clothing.”

The fatal shooting in a kitchen
of the Ambassador Hotel, which
loccurred early the morning of
June 5 as Sen. Kennedy left a
Califernia election victory cele-
bratien, sounded “like fire-
crackers, just. pop, pop, pop, all
ovér the place, and smoke,”
said witness Irwin Neal Stroll,
17.

Stroll wos shot in the leg. He
satd he had been placed on
puard duty near the door to the
kitchen. He said Sen. Kennedy
had just passed him and shaken
his hand,

Stroll said the shots rang out
right after the hand shake.

T pushed Mrs. Kennedy—just
a reaction—and everyone in the
front turned around,” he testi-
fied. o

“I turned arqund and saw
Mrs: Kentiedy on the floor with
Roosevelt Grier (footbdll Star
and Kennedy - campsdign  aide)
covering her. It was like a
swarm of:people pushing me out

e —— - e ]

Grand Jiiry
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Lee Harvey QOswald and Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan, despite
heir apparent d!ifelences are

» brothers under the skin,

What matters more than
thal ong was born in New Or-
leans .and the other in Jerusa-
Jem—-or that one fleetingly ad-
mired Russia, while (he other
is [fanalically pro-Arab—is
their underlying psyehological
paraltels,

Strip away the variahles of -

heritage and ‘education; they
are largely irrelevant. Fecus
instead on the constanis—the
unremitting blows to the spirif
~and  marginal gratifications
from society that both young
men experienced from early
infancy. Either man could
have. been the other—almost
dS if they had been ffwen in-
1erchangeable names,
David Rothstein, apsychza—
Itrist who served as consultant
to the Warren Commission,
‘has studied many 'men who
have threatened the lives of
presidenis. He traces the evo-
“lution of the mind of an assas-
sin to famil y situations where
‘the father is either weak or
. absent and the mother has
emotional disahilities that
deny the child both male iden-
iity and the opportunity to ma-
ture, Most sueh women have
severe feelmgs of inadequacy
and rejection which they dis-
place in some fashion and pass
zlong to their sons.

-.;‘(

This, of <¢nurse, discribes
- many youths. Bub with Oswald
and Sirhan, the description is
particularly germane.
Oswald’'s father died hefore
- T3 son’s bivth, Marguarite, his
mother, novee eould  Admil
that  anyleing  was  wrong
otirer with hersell or Lee. He
was, she ingsisted, *'a good
boy™? led asiray by ahiichin
[

HIN O~ 1NC0

»

sin’s Patho f
By JUDITH RANDAL

the Marine Corps and his tem-
porary defection to Russia
where he married a Russian
girl,

Sirhan's life story is a varia-
lion on the fheme. His father
is still living, but is said to be
a volatile man who beaf his
children whea Lhey were
small. He has heen separated
from  his [amily for many
years.

Mary Sirhan, the mother,
has managed to keep the chii-
dren together, but In pillar-
to-post circumstances and an
atmeosphere of religious fanati-
cism that has brewed constant
discord. At least two of Sir-
han's brothers have been in
trouble with the law.

*

Furthermore, the erime of
which Sirhan is accused stems

almost inevitably from g (an- "’

gled network of causes, Yet
his mother eclaims he is “a
good boy™ and insists that if
he has changed, it is because
of having injured his head in a
fall from a horse.

Much bas been made of the
part rebellion against authori-
ty plays in assassination at-
tempts. On looking over the
gvidence, the-rebellicn is of &
very special kind. John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy and his broth-
er, Robert Francis, were, as
president and presidential can-
didate, symbols of command
and power. Still, neither had a

- style that was harsh or repres-

sive. Indeed, their idenfifica-
Aion with the undevprivileged
was a mainspring of their ap
pesal.-

Why, then, should t.hcy, he
ihe larget nf assassins? Per-
naps bicause of these very

quajtlics of compassion and

concoern,
Although lodged in the per-
son of the president, these are

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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largeély motherly attribules.
Any man who has grown up
dependent on an emotionally
unhealthy woman unconscious-
ly both hates and loves her. A
president or would-
be-president may represent
the mother-{igure an assassin
longed for, but never had. It
should net be surprising i he
despises “her’ as well.

At ihe same time, the Ken-
nedys represented all that
many vouths want to be the
selves. Oswald, according
the testimony of his wife,
rina, dabbled in fantasies ‘of
gaining iraportance on the in-
ternational scene and becom-
ing “A prime minister.” Sir-
han, who was in fact an able

e
f?\

stadent, dreamed of a brilliant’

university career, but was
forced instead to settle for me3
nial jobs. Both Jack and Bob-
by were kinpwn to be loving
fathers, a status neither Sir-
han nor Oswald knew anything
about. This ernbarrassment of
masculine riches may have
been more than either of them
- could bear.

*

Some will dismiss this dis-
eussion s dangerous arm-
chair psychoanalysis. In the
sense that it stresses the path-
ology of individuals and ig-
nores the responsibility of so-
ciety, their criticism is just.

It really is only happen-
stance that Lee Harvey Os-
wald and Sirhan Bishara Sir-
han seem to have been caught
in the act. Given the conspira-
ey of forces abread today —
the hatred, the violence, the
scil-righteousness, the callous-
ness, the eonfusions of identily
and layalty, the refnsal o sce
the niher fetlow's poinl of view
— the names of polential as-
sassins are legion, «——
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| CswExile Reports
\ ' Scufﬂmg With Sirhan

MIAMI, Fla., Ju 2. (AP)
~—An exiled former F1de1 Cas-
tro army officer said today
that Sirhan Sirhan, accused of
Killing Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy, told himm before Kenne-
dys death “What we-need in
; States is another
F1del Casfro.” - ©
The exi]e Jo.se Duarte; said
he. had _argued with Sirhan!
‘[and seuffled with him. .
Duarté: told. a news confer-
enceé the ircidént occurred
[about three weeks' ago in a
house in Hoellywodod, Calif; He
said he recognized Sirhan as
the, man he scuffled with
wheén Sirhian’s ‘picture ap-
peared in newspapers -after
Sen: Kennedy’s death,
' He said he reponted-the inci-
'dent to Hollywood authorities
and identified a police photo.
of Sirhan.

Duarte, said the man he
fought with told him he was
an Arah: :
[ “He said what wé (Cuban
exiles) are doing is just what
the Israelites are .doing and
that 'we are getting the same
help from the CIA that Tsrael
is getting,” Duarte $aid. .

Thé scufflingbegan,. Duarte
'sald, “Whenh he accused me of
bemg an agent of the CIA”

Duarte sdid:. “Hé made some
derogatory remayks -about
Cuba .and abolit me and. we

came to grips. Somebody sepa-
rated u'sfiﬁ e left” ===
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Talked of Sir
to Avert Riofing,
Yoriy Confends

"Called Suspect Member
of Two Innocent Groups |

N

BY DICK -WEST
_Times'Stat Welter

Mayor Sam Yorty said Tuesday he!
disclosed cértdin’ evidence against
Sirhari Bishara, Sirhan, the alleged;
slayer of Sen. Robert F, Kennedy, to
prevent rwts stich a8 those whleh
followed the ‘murder.of Dr. Martin
Luther King. '

"L think it should be pomted out
that after' the (Kennedy) assassina-
tion the whole world-.wanted to
know who 'the suspect was," YortyI
told a City Hall news counference. .

Rumpors were going around- that
the crime was committed by a:
Meéxican-American or a Cuban, the!
mayor, said, and "T think- it was a
pubhc, Service to Identlfy the suspect]
as not coming from. those “groups.
. J’ *

N "1 'think we had to get the facts to|
the péople to prevent violence,"
* Would Protect City

Yorty said it was necessary to
release the information which he did
"to protect the image and reputation
of the City of Los Angeles." ‘

The mayor added that he had al,
right to do this because "I am it a
gense the chief law enforcement
officer" of the city.

*I didn't reveal all the information
11 had at the time—only a small part
of it to prevent rumors," Yorty said,

Yorty has been criticized for his
statements. about the case by State
Atty Qen. Thomas C. Lynch, Dist.
Atty. Evelle J. Younger and other

_ L They were particularly upset over

Yorty revealing that Sirmam -tdd
assertedly wiitten a memo to him-
self that "Kennedy must hé assassin-
ated by June 5, 1968" and for calling
Sirhan pro-Arab and pro-Commu-
nist,
Judge Prohibits Talk
Thén on Monday Superior Judge

+ Arthur L. Alarcon issued an order

prohibiting Yorty and certain other
persons from pubhcly discussing the

' case. News media were not mcluded

in the order.

Yorty said Tuesday he would ablde
by the order bui that he was not
interested in discussing the case
anymore anyway.

"Jt wasn't necessary for the judge

i to issue the order as far as I'm

concerned," the mayor said.

Yorty complained, however, that
in being served with the order "I
was not. accorded .due process as"I
was 1ot given notice of a hearing

) He (Judge Alarcon) has limited
my right of free speech by not
giving notice of 2 hearing."

Yorty said he would have been.

glad to "sit down with the judge”
and go over the matter with him.
News Media Omitted

Anyway, Yorty =said, the order
Yeannot be wvery effective if it
doesn't apply to news media, It ig a
very limited order in view of the
extent of it coverage.”

Yorty's dssertion Wednesday- that
he had revealed the Sirhan evidence
to prevent violernce marked the first
tirme he had given that reason for his
disclosures.

In previous statements he said
that the public had a right to know
the facts of the case and that he had
revealed nothing that would preju-
dice Sirhan's trial. _

Yorty said Wednesday that the
case dgainst. James Earl /Ray, the

. captured suspect in the Dr. King

murder; has been widely discussed
and.that the suspect hag evén heen
referred to as a "white racist."

No one has called this publlmty
unfair, the mayor said. ‘

Criminal law, he said, has beécome
a "jungleland of technicalities“ be-
.caise of recent Supreme Court
decisions, making it difficult. to de-
¢ide what information about a crinie
the public can be given &HWwiat

eIy, cials.
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 We have reachad. the
point . . . where the main
purpose of a trial is lost—
the truth," Yorty said. "We
ar¢ constantly having to
try people over again*
Yorty was to leave for
Chicago later in the day to
attend a meeting of the
TU.S. Conference of May-
ors. He js scheduled to
refurn fo 1.os Angeles Fri-
day. S
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 Guilt Theories on Sldyi%\g,bo’: lawed

ered into earth before we be-
gan splitting up the guilt and
passing around portions for all
to share. In defiance of the
few facts early known about
the. suspect and, his motives,
wild theories sprang up like
weeds and grew as elaborately
and as harmfully,

The deatly in Los Angeles,
for some, was linked-to the
death in Dallas and also to the
deaths of Medgar Evers and
Martin Luther King,. There
wa§ a conspiracy of “faceless
men” who dealt out death to
those four and perhaps to oth-
ers,

In the capital there ap-
peared the assumption that
somehow Roberf Kennedy had
been murdered by the Nation-
al Rifle Association, which
was duly picketed, i

‘The: most exotic of all the
early theories: came from the
exotic Middle East. Arab
spokesmen seriously conclud-
ed that the 'slaying was the
work of the hated “Zionists,”
who would stop at nothing to
give the Arabs a bad name.
_In general, though, the divi-
sion of guilt went in two bread
directions, as follows:

* -

Theory one: American soci-
ety is sick, sick, sick and we
are all puilty of the death of
Robert Kennedy because we
imported slaves some four
centuries ago, because we
have poor people in the midst
of our affluence, because we
have allowed our universities
to become so large and imper-
somal, because we tolerate vio-
lence on television, because
we are fighting in Vietham,
hecause we do not have rigid
laws of gun control, because

weodraft_young men, becange
| universities do _reSearch %or

The victim had not been low-:

By FRANK GETLEIN

the Pentagon, because there is.

Pentagon and hecause there

a J. Edgar Hoover.

Theory two: American soci-
ety is sick, sick, sick and we
are all guilty of the death of
Robert Kenhedy because we
allow the Poor People to.camp
out alongside the Reflecting
Pool, because we no longer
shoot rioters and looters, be-
cause we do not discipline our
children, either when they
throw their cereal on the floor
or when they wreck the dean’s
office and burn his papers, be-
cause we destroy draft cards
or flee to Canada, because the
poor are unwilling to work
their way up, because the
streets are not safe from mug-
gers and demonstrators, be-

cause there is a New Left and
because there is a Dr, Spock.

*

These two lists are by no
means complete, but they do
sive a rough idea of the main
split on the issue of guilt for
the horrible event in Los An-
geles, There would seem to be
enoligh guilt there for every-
body, but actually there isn't
enough for anybody. Here's
why: )

First, the reasons for guilt
are all rather remote from the
crime in question; second, the
guilt all belongs to.somebody
else. That isn't the way guilt
works, either according to the
Bible or according to Freud.

Guilt .as a feeling is some-
thing you feél about yourself,
not about somebody else.

But these two muiually ex-
clusive lists of guilt sources,
although couched in the first
person plural, really mean the
third person plural or even the

second person-plural,
Thus the crusty old codger
who complains that ‘“‘we

Americans” are soft on civil
rTgh t"‘is -?‘lemonsﬁ‘afmﬁs‘ nd:

that's why Kennedy was shot
does not mean “‘ive erusty old
codgers.” He means you

‘mushy-headed bleeding heart

liberals, You're the ones., You
did it. He isn’t soft on demon-
strators—whom he invariably
confuses with muggers. 'and
looters. You are.

*

Likewise the mushy-headed
bleeding . heart liberal, who
complains that “we Ameri-
cans” are guilty of Kennédy’s
death because we have visited
so much violencé and napalm
upon the peasants of Vietnam;)
certainly doés not mean that

“we mushy-headed bleeding|

have -done
He

heart liberals™ s
those horrible things.

. means you hideous officials in

Defense and State and the

» White House, he means the

American Legion and you
memhers of 'the military-
academic - industrial cartel.
You're the ones. You did it. He
isn’t making money out of
murder, a word he regards as
a synonym for nafional de-
fense. You are.

So there really hasn't been
much of a guilt trauma set-

_ tling over the country. There

has been, instead, the wide-
spread imputation of guilt,
which is a difféerent, even an
opposite, thing, It is even
more appalling to realize that
this imputation of guill is

merely the carrying on of].

business at the same old stand
by both sides. The assassina-
tion has become grist for the
mills of propaganda in both
directions.

President Johnson said a
wise thing when he said that
200 million Americans did not
shoof Robert Kennedy.

Even worse than believing

. that 200 million of us did the

deed is the belief that any

lar%e Eelg;;gp of social ar_npli-
ticHl dpinion . did 1t.
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L0S ANGELES--SIREAN B. SIRHAN, AWAITING TRIAL ON CHARGES HE
ASSASSINATED SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, TODAY PORED OVER BOOKS ON
OCCULTISM IN HIS HEAVILY-GUARDED JAIL CELL WHILE OUTSIDE CONTROVERSY
SWIRLED OVER WHO WOULD REPRESENT HIM IN COURT.

" "SIRHAN WAS REPORTED TO BE SPENDING MUCH OF HIS TIME READING BOOKS
ON OCCULTINMS, THE THEORY OF MYSTERIOUS POWERS WHICH CAN BE SUBJECT TO
HUMAN CONTROL. . .
. THE 24~-YEAR-OLD NATIVE OF JORDAN WAS SCHEDULED TO ENTER A PLEA JUNE
og IN THE COURTROOM OF SUPERIOR JUDGE ARTHUR L. ALARCON TO CHARGES

HE KILLED KENNEDY AND TRIED.TO KILL FIVE OTHER PERSONS.

SIREAN TOLD A. L, WIRIN, ATTORNEY FOR THE AMERICAN CIVIL
LIBERTIES UNION, THAT HE WANTED THO "BIG NAMEY™ LAWYERS TO DEFEND HIM
Eégg§nggAN PUBL.IC ,DEFENDER WILBUR LITTLEFIELD, WHOM THE COURT
s WIRIN TOLD NEWSMEN TUESDAY THAT "A NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS™ HAD AGREED

UPI-215
(SIRHAN).

TO SERVE WITHOUT FEE, BUT DECLINED TO NAME THEM, HE ALSO SAID SIRHAN

DID NOT WANT THE SERQICES OF FAMED ATTORNEYS, MELVIN BELLI AND F.

LEE BAILEY, NEITHER OF WHOM HAD VOLUNTEERED,

THE BEAéDED ACLU ATTORNEY SAID SIRHAN AGREED TO LET THE LOS

ANGELES COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATICN, SELECT HIS ATTORNEY, BUT THE BAR

ASSOCIATION SAID IT HAD, NOT AGREED TO.DO SO AND INDICATED IT WOULD NOT

DO SO UNLESS REQUESTED TO BY THE COURT, :

- WIRIN ALSO SAID SIRHAN HAD ASKED HIM TO SERVE AS HIS LAWYER., BUT
& THE ATTORNEY SAID THE ACLU'S INTEREST IN THE CASE WAS ONLY TO SEE THAT

STREAN'S CONSTITUTONAL RIGHT TO COUNSEL WAS UFHELD.
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