I
i

B2- HQ-BB? 3 | 6

s SEPT1,1968- JHN3@ 1969

il

X

J

WP Y

trs |

o 3
m

ED TO THIS

<,:
3

PD

~ o palice

 FBI- CENTRAL RECORDS CENTER

HQ - HEADQUARTERS

Class I Case # Sub ~ Vol. Serial #

0062 587 A

\muunmu\n

5I 11/631764

JAVEARHNER

6 SEPT1,1968 JAN 30, 1969

INVESTIGATION

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

~USE CARE IN HANDLING THIS FILE

Transfer-Call 421



A\

@ M%}ZS;’SCW/L
.&dmn fvml His Mother " G —
~ |May Take the Stand F

E‘"
D“

f_’“‘“-’”” . By THEQ WILSON
Staff Correspendentis of THE NEWS Trotter
Los Angelés, Jan. 29—Sirhan Sirhan, killer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedx*g_d;gls Tele. Room —
mother, Mary, 55, may be called fo the witness stand to tell about their poverty and Holmes
their fmanolal struggles here.|” : Gandy

]
[
| Their testimony would be glvenu i -
| to Judge Herbert V. Walker in, |WhoTive=<s=Jouses worth $25,000°

the absence of the jury, to be | or more. ” I

| vsed as part of the defense’s ] O‘ZFhey in o way represent

fight ‘to quash the first degree the “profile” of Los Angeles as |

I murder indictment returned it is reflected by the statistics of

! against Sirhan by = grand Jury the U.S. Census Bureau.

last year. Usmg maps to illustrate his |

i " Challenge by Cooper | points, Schultz told Cooper that ! r ~
i

l

l

\

|

Chief defense attorney Grant | grand jurors here differ greatly €

i from the population in age, edu-
Sm?;ofg)?; s‘?;gs?;gﬂg,’ ‘;::et &iﬁogh cation, geographical distribution,

the mother and sen next week. home values and family income.

Cooper wants to get their econo- The Age Breakdewn N .
i micast)atu§ on the re_cord. . ( As an example, Schultz testi- ‘ B

g ngpﬁf];_; c?;;{g;fnll]gesehe é’:gﬁg fied, no grand jurors here in 1968 / 4
T . Gr

jurors are nominated by Superior were between 25 and 34 years {
Cowrt judges. According to the old. But 26% of the normal popu- ;
defense today, these jurors do not lation here in 1960 was in that: t\ %
represent those who are poor, un- age bracket, (Schultz said the' A A

. educated or who belong to min- 1960 census figures he was using 4 ( (12
! ority groups. would not show much change to : & {4

i Sirhan is 24, and Coocper also| | |1968.) ’ ‘

| argued today that people of his Also, while 40% of the grand

Jumrs here are 66 and older, only
5% of the normal populatlon is

in.that.age bracket hefer—=" L

He said that “a vast majority—

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

age do not serve as grand jurors
here - [ ]
. The eight men and four

women_who have been selected|

===

1 97 0 .
a§ jurore ) but ot ym’ o ;ir?c{)"megfogh;lg%%’ad a:::]droz; h:r‘lfs The Evening Star (Washington)
gfrefm;xtt in ccurl::h toqag. durmf il that 75 % of them live in };omes The Sunday Star (Washington)
vich Al e indictment, ! $25,00 and e Daily News (New York)

whieh might take as long as a ol Over 40% of the grand jurors

week. ) . . ' ne od, live in BeveTs Ty Sunday News (New Yo%
Te bolster his elaim _that Los [ and eother white, upper class sub- | New York Post o

Angeles County garnd jurors do iurban areas, Schuliz testified.] he N X Ti

not represent a true cross-sec- None came from areas predomi-; The New York Times

tion of the population here, NIty - populated byd=eoss. The Sun (Baltimore)

Cooper called as a witness Rob- Th i

ert E. Schultz of the University e Daily World

of Seuthern California Graduate The New Leader

School of Business, The Wall Street Journal
Schultz, whe has 4 Ph.D., is a - :

demographlc -sociologist, one who . oo The National Observer

| studies population groups to de-

termine soecial, financial ethnie

and occupational statistics.
According to his testimony to-

People's World
Examiner (Washington)

day: e N 7'--‘;
® The grand jurors of Leos Lr" ,«; RE // JAN 30 1969
Angeles County, the men and ﬁ@;ﬂ Date .
women who decide whether or NOT QECORDE
got th(;)se s(tlccused ofh erimes should 969)
e in }cte are whiter—eaacared, - '
protessoral or technical wmkersj 46 FEB | L

BEFEBY 1969
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y - Tolson
‘ . Del.oach
S v L A ’ — p Mohr
'Strhan Lawyers ttack Grand Jury Compé&sition Bishop
i e %:) — . y Casper
By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND™ . Callahan
By DO A N s Contend {ndxctment Should Be Conrad
: Iflos ANGELES, Jan. 20—| et Aside Because Panel Felt
irhan Bishara Sirhan’s attor- '
pegr_stcontended tgday that his|__ Was Improp erllzusl"& J! Gale
indictment on a charge of first- "As court onened todav. W . . g e
degree murder should be set Conmrmrupb"—’__‘“" = o%?e%egh%‘)d fon-ﬂé Wﬁﬁ-‘uée revgﬁdb(?srs?bére—pmw : of | Ros'en
':ﬁ‘%e tt)ecaucfie_tthe grand J“rly quash the indictment. He  ‘appeal should Sirhan be con- Sullivan
coistt %u%;ge It was Impropery argued that.“even stipulating wicted of first-degree murder. Tavel
: i ot h " the validity” of the evidence! The motion was first pre-: Trotter
G nt%re%en g h_e £ o 1oni‘ the defense was prepared to isented before jury selection
fran .2400per, s CS““-se . joffer, “it really is irrelevant ibegan, but both sides agreed at, Tele. Room
for the 24-year-old Jordaniany |to this case.” . o lthat time to postpone arggzecilli } Hol
immigrant who _is accused . of C i : at . ) =.$‘({ olmes
killing. Senator Robert F. Ken-| ontending that there must on it until the defense s w=
1 dmgi ‘etnaJor o tei ed :1111-‘ be some allegation that.a jury ‘time to gather more evidegFst. Gandy
neay ot e, alaked el |oarviss cnafbted ol | Now it e min b8
fornia grand jury system. ot have returned the same in- 12 jurors seated, no -action is,

juries are drawn. Each Superior
Court judges in Los Angeles
County, for instance, may nom-
inate two persons for the pro-
spective grand jury panel. The
'final panel of 23 jurors is then
chgsen by lot.

Judges Are Suhpoéne,d-

To support their charges that
such a system did not produce
a jury composed of ‘a broad
|cross-section of the community,
the defense attorneys sub-

ipoened all the county’s Su-
iperior Court judges to testify
as to their methods of select-
ing grand jury nomihees. The
judzes were ordered to report|
l%\/Ionday to-the heavily guarded;
»eighth-ﬂoor courtroom where
Sirhan ig being tried: = :

However, if they.chose not
to appear, the' judges were
given the alternative of filling
out a l0-page questionnaire
that:, 'seeks to * determine
whether there- was any dis-
crimination by age, race, eco-
nomic status or geography .in
their approaches to the nomi-
nations. ) T

\ Twenty-gix of the 133 judges
upon whom the defense had in-
tended to serve subpoenas were
found to be ill, retired, deceased
or moved out of the county.
. By this afternoon, two judges
had indicated that they- would
prefer to tesify in person. They
will appear in court tomorrow,
as will Jury Commissioner Wil-
liam Goodwin, -

" Grand Jury Defended

In an interview after court
was recessed until tomorrow,
Lynn D. Compton, chief deputy
district attorney, indicated that
he felt the Sirhan grand jury
had represented a cross-section
of the community. On the 23-
member jury, he said, were two
Negroes, one Mexican-American
andtes=tadd = =

NAFEBT 1969

Istituted in this case, coupled
'with ‘the admission that this
'man fired the shot, that nothing
but an indictment could have
resulted.” ‘

In turn, Mr, Ceoper declared:)

“Our contention is: that thel
lsystem itself has the effect of;
being discriminating,” . .

In the view of the defense,
he added, “this is a question
of constitutional dimensions.”

Superior Court Judge Her-
bert V. Walker, who is pre-
siding at the trial, denied the|
prosecution move to shut offj
the argument, permitting the|
defense to go ahead with its
testimony.

Robert E. Schultz, a profes-
sor in the Department of: Fi-
nance at the University of Cali-
fornia, was then called to the
witness stand as an expert on
sociological demography., Mr!
Schultz made a study of the
persons nominated for possible
grand jury duty last year.

: Under questioning by Mr.
Cooper, he' testified, with the
aid of four maps,

i that his study
;had shown that thoSe on. he;j

ju id ‘ot ,proporti n-!
ately represent yomu%ts. .

Negroes, the :working class,
lower economic.groups or those
with less .than a college educa-
tion. B R

For instance, using 19860
Census Bureau fiigures for com-
parison, Mr. Schultz said, that |
30 per cent of the members of '
lthe jury panel could be clas- !
lsified as professional or tech-
mical workers, while only' 14
per cent of ‘the county’s popu- .
lation fell into that category.

Most observers at the Hall of ,
Justice here do not expect Judge .
Walker to uphold the defensr;
motion to quash the indictment. |
I‘In fact, the defense attorneys'
are

known .to be mainly jn-'
fere TN Botting t{’rmzrréﬁlge

expected on the choice of siX

\Walthersalad upon it

g

c

,' /’Z{g:,,.ﬂ S /« / |

N i e T

a b dictment, Mr. Compton said:
juégeghxgriliczgié %gggll?{oggxé . it submit thi=romat: alternate jurors until the evi}-l\
' ) ich ‘ Lh__,—)f—i———d e 'dence is on the motion to quasiy
on panels from which grand .. oW a grand {87 Was con- |the indictment ; and Judge

"N\
1

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post ; .
The New York Times __gz)nf{—i__
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
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People’s World
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Case Maqst_Unusual

S|rhcm Trial Delay Is Typical

.' By RICHARD STARNES
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

| LOS ANGELES, Jan. 29 — The slaying of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy was not a typical crime in the

repidemic of wrongdoing that is lacerating the -

| nation, and defendant Sirhan B. Sirhan is no com-
“mon hoodlum. -

. . But the glacial pace of the trial of Mr. Sirhan is
I wholly characteristic of the plodding deliberation
“with which criminal justice is dispensed in the
United States.

Grant B. Cooper, the soft-spoken and courtly
-chief defense counsel for the accused assassin,
‘has conceded in open court that his moody,
' whey-faced client fired the shot that took the life
-of Sen, Kennedy last June 5. But the trial of Mr.

. Sirhan promlses to last at least anothex: three
" months.

Mr. Sirhan was arralgned and pled not guilty
last Aug. 2. Trial was set for Nov. 1 and was
postponed twice. It started in the heavily guarded
, superior -court of Judge Herbert V. Walker Jan. 7.
. Three weeks later the jury“has not been finally
I selected.

MORE PRELIMINARIES

| Today, as the lead-footed proceedings resume
" after a four-day recess, there were still two
time-consuming preliminaries impeding the ac-
ttual trial. Altho eight men and four women have
tentatlvely been seated as jurors, six alternates
) ; remain to be selected. Since neither prosecution
nor defense has exhausted pererptory chal-
lenges, choosing the six alternates could drag on

- for the rest of the week.

Mr. Cooper said he would subpena more than
100 Los Angeles County judges to support his plea -
to quash the indictment — a plea observers felt
*was a doomed ploy intended only to lay the
goundwork for an-appeal if Mr. Sirhan is convict-
ed.

There is also one more motion to be argued. .

« Mr. Cooper and his two assistants today will seek
dismissal of Mr., Sirhan’s indictment on the

. ground that the grand jury that returned it did:

not represent a fair cross section of the communi-
( ty. Substantially the same argument was used in

| an. edTier-mmotion to dismiss the petit jury panel "

jury agrees on a first-degree guilty verdxct but |

E——-‘_ﬁ—g

and was rejected by Judge Walker. (It wasre-
newed the next day, and was aghin rejected, but
not until the 69-year-old trial judge had patiently
listened to additional arguments from Mr. Coop-
er.)

While California’s far-out murder trial proce-
dure is undoubtedly contributing to the delay in
Mr." Sirhan’s trial, delay for delay’s sake is a
time-honored weapon in the U.S. {rial attorney’s
armory. In California frials that resultin a ver-|
dict of first-degree murder, the trial jury must’
then listen to additional evidence in mitigation or '
in aggravation of sentence and then must decide'
between life unprlsonment or' death in the gas|
_ chamber. |

- The “‘penalty” verdict must be unanimous, just ',
as the guilty-not-guilty verdict must be. This dou- 41
bles the possibility of a hung jury and of a mis-l
trial, and it led to this exchange between Mr..
Cooper and a reporter durmg a courthouse corri-
dor interview: |

What happens, Mr. Cooper was asked, if the

can’t agree when it later must decide on penalty?

“It means,” Mr, Cooper replied cheerfully,
“that a whole new jury must be selected to fix |
the penalty. And since the new jury has not heard
any of the evidence, practically everything can|
be reintroduced — not ]ust evidence in mitigation |
or aggravation.”

NATIONAL TREND |

California, however, has no monopoly on end- |
less criminal frials. At the beginning of the cur- |
rent fiscal year there were 14,763 criminal cases i
pending in Federal District courts, of which near-
ly 2,000 had been hanging fire for mofe than tw |
years, 2,055 had been in litigation more thana!
year and 2,408 had been -pending more than smu
‘months. . |

Judge Walker, who is presiding over the Sirhan
trial, is due to retire in June. He has sat on more:
than 100 murder cases, of which 18 resulted in "
death penalties. One of these was the celebrated |
trial of sex offender Caryl Chessman, who went
. to California’s gas chamber in 1960 — more than \
12 ‘years after his arrest and md1ctmetﬂ=‘—;"-=="_J
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E Around fhe Nation {1’ /I
| Dozen Sirhan J urors Seated

But Any Can Be Challengi

LOS ANGELES—Two
new jurors were tentatively
seated yesterday in the trial
of ‘Sirhan B! Sirhan for the
murder of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy.. _

This brought to.12—three
* women and nine men—the
number who- were seated
tentatively in the jury box

However; any of* the 12
could. be excused on a
preemptory challenge from
the prosecution or the de-
fense. It appears likely that
“the defense, at least, will

use all its 20 preemptory

-challenges . and hence thet
' selection , of 12 jurors and |

six alternates could take an-
other two weeks.

Superior Court Judge:
Herbert Vi. Walker has told

may last “three or more
months N
mﬂ

6 Jurors Accepted

NEW ’ ORLEANS——The }
, fifth and sixth jurors accept-
" able to the defense and the
Jprosecution were selected in
the Clay Shaw conspiracy
trial. -

The ' slow pace indicated
that the case District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison is bring-
ing against Shaw and the:
Warren Commission will not

Garrison has charged’ that

l

J

x:x,&_édendaa:ﬁ» j

Church to Reio_lig;;

RALEIGH, N.C.
. United Ohurch of C*hrlst
will come to the defense, of
-Marie Hill, a 17-year-old Ne-
gro girl sentenced to die in

the North- Garolina gas
chamber ‘for . murder and
robbery.

- Thie church also asnnoun:ced
thwt it would intervene to
block the execution of an
Indmam youth in South Dako- |
to as pamt of a. mew\E‘CsDusade

i o
ST

—"The_]

oo — e

Shaw, a 55-year-old .retired
busmessman plotted the as-
sassmatlon of Premdent

|
1%
begin ‘until next week at the \

, Kennedy with two men now |

fdead—pilot David Ferrie'

. and Lee - Harvey : Oswald,

who the Warren report says
comm1tted the murder alone
and unaided.

The prosecution subpoe- |
naed three more persons
yesterday. Among them was
‘Dr. Robert.R. Shaw of Dal-
las, who attended Gov. John
Connally of Texas, who was
riding with President Ken-)

nedy and was wo

D4FEBTT 1969

—_—

° ng1g t_;em, M j

ar£1st zhg made more than_

$165,000 painting #rifofger-
les—some of which he sold

" with' the paint “barely dry”

" —was sentenced to serve 21
to 5 years in New York state
' prison.

. . Dr. Carl Coppohno ac-
qultted in a 1966 murder
l trial in New Jersey but later

‘convicted of another killing
- in Florida, lost his license to
practlce 1n New. Jersey. He

'now is servmg a sentence in
a Flovida prison.

'rom staﬂ reports and, news ﬁispatches

..

o

o

‘/(M.«;a S"fwif\

Tt s st ot S
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5 ? o@peetwe Jurors
l
- Excused in Sirhah Case |

|
|
|

1

. ' Washington Post Staff Writer : |

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 22— that it intends to press for 'the\
Pros\.cutlng and defense attor- death penalty against S1rhan
neys narrowed their choices for the assassination of SenI
today for a jury to try Sirhan' Robert F. Kennedy !
B. Sirhan. The death penaltyl The 24- -year- -old Jordaman s1

By George Lardner Jr. "

maneuvering.

Five prospective jurors were;
celiminated as both sides
. stepped up their use of pe-
| remptory challenges—the slow
. but final phase of me selec
 tion process.

' Among those unseated by
i the prosecution was.a widowed
. nurse, with a son about Sir-
han’s age, who had wavered
: under questioning last week’
when she was asked abolt
sending the young Arab im-
migrant fo the gas chamber.
Deputy District Attorney
« John E. Howard and David N.

Fitts also eliminated two other
panelists, including a retired
sales manager’s wife who had
voted down a first-degree mur-
der charge in another case

was clearly paramount in the lawyers spent only two of their
peremptory. challenges today, |

unseatlng one woman for un-
dlsclosed remarks .made in
Judge Herbert V Walker’s pri-
vate chambers and another

‘iwoman that defense investiga-

tors had said" bhey were uneasy
about
Chief defense counsel Gramt

lenge “for cause” Patricia An-
derson, a bank enipléye who
had indicated in questlonlng
before Judge Walker that she
would lean toward the death]
penalty for Sirhan if he should
be convicted of. premeditated,
first-degree murder.

Judge Walker denied the re-

when she served as a jnror.

The State has served notice
[ A "

quest, Mrs. Anderson report-
,edly said she' might change

ther stance if the defense pro-
duced mitigating evidence at
‘the second, “penalty” trial req- |

/”‘\\ ' |
}/L/t/ C,LJ

@AMAN3 . 1369

‘uisite in Cahforma for first-
‘degre.e murder cases.

! Her answers were elicited at
"the secret sesson held with

.each prospective juror in

Judge Walker’s chambers. Be-

conducted only in open court,
with the prxvate séssion re-

B. Cooper .also tried to chal 1

fore this, questioning about |
ithe death penalty has been.|

|
|

l

served for such issues as poh

tics and exposure to “prejudi- |
cial publicity ” . |

I
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‘ \

L%rhai% Counsel Accepts,’

e
Bx_George Lardne
Washington Post Staff Writer

 balding Jewish clothier was
tapped today as a prospective|
juror for Sirhan ‘B. Sirhan’s|
murder trial, raising the reli-‘
gious issue in court for the
first time,

His answers apparently sat-#
isfied defense attorneys for|
the young Palestinian 'Arab|
accused of assassinating Sen.|
Robert F, Kennedy.
~‘Benjamin Glick, the pro-
_ prietor of a ready-to-wear

clothing business who moved

here from New York five
years ago, was added to the
still tentative Jury panel after!
questlonmg both in the court-'
room and at a closed session'
in Judge Herbert V., Walker’s:
private chambers. He was:
said not to be active in any'

Jewish or Zlonlst organiza-
tlons |

‘For the .trial, Sirhan’s de-
fense attorneys intend to stress.
the theme that the 24-year-old,
immigrant was so obsessed by
the Arab-Israeli conflict and]
so enraged by XKennedy’s
advocafy or-o1S. aidetesiesag]
that he was incapable of calcu-|

f“‘e#*d&ggeeﬂ_—,—@v@%er
They do not deny he shot Ken-
.hedy, however.

Glick told chief defense|
.counsel Grant B. Cooper that
he knew of mnothing in his
Sreligious background or train-
ing or belief” that would make
it difficult for him to sit in
judgment of Sirhan. He said
firmly that he felt he could
give the young Arab a fair
trial.
| ‘Besides Glick, two others
were added today to the pros-
pective jury panel, making a
total of 10 since questioning
started Monday. They includ-
ed the attractive young wife
of a Glendale mortician, Mrs.
Sharon A. Engle, and a long-
time employe of the Los An-
geles Department of Water,
and Power, Gilbert V. Grace. |

The prosecution opened to-|
day’s session with one protest;
after another in an effort to;
dump another prospective
woman juror who said yester-
day she was flatly opposed to

“B6 JAN2 7 1969

T ——

] ewish | uror._.

Depsta—=District Ab?orney
iJohn E. Howard told news-
|SmeT=nat to keep her on the,
Jurysc“uhlﬂgoncelvabha—“dnw
‘down, if not eliminate, death
penalties” in California.

Judge Walker withheld any
final ruling on the juror, Mrs.!
Alvina N: Alvidrez. But he;
made it plain that his inclina-
tion was 1o reject the prose-
cution’s demand to keep her,
off the Sirhan jury “for
cause.

Mrs. Alvidrez, the 21st pro
spective juror called for ques-i
tioning, set the stage Wednes-
day. when she told the court
that she qould render a fair’
verdict on'Sirhan’s guilt or in-
,nocence, but that she could
‘never send him or anyone else
to the gas chamber. |

“A guilty verdict, yes,” she:
said. “The death penalty, no

. under no circumstances
whatsoever.” ‘

The prosecution could still ¢
dismiss Mrs. “Alvidrez with a

lose their bid to have her dis-
missed for cause. But Howard
said he feared that to do this:
might pave the way for a,
' charge by Sirhan’s attorneys
that there had been a “system-,
aticeescission” of dndividyals
opposed to the death penalty.

To=leep her om:&_,h;%i_%fyﬂ
'Howard went on, would ralse.
prospects of a hung jury un-|
able to choose between life im-|
prisonment and the gas cham-'
ber.

Under California law, a sep-

arate trial is held to deter-
.mine the penalty in first-de-
‘gree murder cases. The same,
'jurors usually fix the punish-,
Iment, but a separate jury can
Ibe appomted “for good cause.”
\ But this, Howard main-
|tamed would, in effect, re-
iquire the case to be tried all
over again and quite possibly
before a “truly death-oriented
jury” that might produce
[fresh fair-trial problems.

The legal headaches stem
froz U.s. reme

t

peremptory challenge if they, ”

Court's _ruling last year 1n
’ 202§ RELEASE UN

i
ER

i however, raise new problems,
tthanks in part to California’s

!

| two-act murder trials.

J—if Mrs. Alvidrez is seated—

{would press for appointment

Wit an_ vs. Infmqu;f&“
other cases, including a subse-
«quent decision by the Califor-
nia Supreme Court. .
. In Witherspoon, the U.S. Su-
‘preme Court held that pro-
‘spective jurors could not be
j dismissed for cause simply be-
: cause they had consecientious
objections to the death pen-
alty.

Mrs. Alvidrez’ declarations,

Judge Walker hinted that he
might try to resolve the issue

t_)y appointing an alternate
juror to take her place for the
penalty trial. Sirhan’s chief
defense counsel, Grant B.
Cooper, has indicated that he

i
i

E.O.

of an entirely new jury where
similar issues about the death

pemquld be,,,g:zJﬂ_.]_s\g_gq all

over agaln

—

- ————
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* Stpérior ‘Court. Judge Her- ',

'ﬁ By George Lardner Jr., f
‘bert V. Walker w1thheld any whatsoever

3 Washington'Pgst Staif,Writer

ngs Sirhan Trial

".under no cu'cumstances arate trial is held to deter—

;hine.the penalty in first-de-

LOS ANGELES Jan, 16 — final ruling on the juror, Mrs. .

" The' prosecutwn unloaded one
', protest after another today in Alvina "N: ‘Alvidrez. But he

The , proseciition, gould Stllllgrée ‘murder casés. The same
dismiss. Mrs. Alvidrez with a. jidtors. ‘usually fix the punish-

,.;. five ™ woman juror

. an _effort to dump a prospec- made” it plain’ that’his ihclina-
flatly op: tion was to reject the prosecu-

xR

Bosed to sending Sirhan B
Sirhan to his death.
Deputy District Attorney;

the Sirhan jury “for cause.”

“thafpordBerl herrony .‘ﬁmmng, /et the stage«Weﬁne&watm»«pml gpspt dndwldulalzsm
g Wu@el\t&hmy “slp‘gem W ‘Whiéhn; she! told theicolisf. Gop 7, &'tleath penalty.
1‘fum) -Slitinat ey eath\pen‘ eould rendern/a faip. i TM rkveeg?fher onnthe Sury,

“tiee™ i CRIIES

“A guilty verdict, yes, > she ber.

said. “The death penalty, noj

in the assassination of Sen.
j Robert F. Kennedy.

pérefptory challen e if they,:

lose their bid to ha%e her d‘S"i?;eE;pgfﬁtte% f’ggir;gg({ igﬁ:;: n
‘missed’ for .cause. But Howard
tion’s "éffort ‘fo ke€p” hei‘*off‘ §4id he“feared  that 1o do-this ¢
might pave the way for a’
Mrs. Alvidrez, the 21st pro- charge by Sirhan’s attorneys:
John E. Howard told newsmenI spective Jll;ror called for ques- 1 that there had beeua “sy’stém,, “Bedt

3531 ¢ e ’”*“%fﬁie’t’d‘on*Swhan s guilt or in- “Howard went 6ﬁ would ‘raise Praim T e ¢ .8H Supreme
The 24-year-bld Sirhan could; ‘motence, but that she -eould:  prospieepsiof a hung jury un- Court’s “ruling last ‘year
% face the gas chamber if coh ngver send *hind or, an'yoné else able to, clioase between life imn, Witherspoon vs.:
victed of first- degree murder to-the gas chamber.w . & ¥ prléonment :Aand the gas cham-l

Under California law, a sep- nia Supremie Court.
b’

But this, Howald main-
 tained, Would, in. effect, re-
uire the case to be trled al
over, again and 'quite possibly
ety death- dmented
r.yvn t!;ma_ 3 IR
=fresh fairriab Problem
The legal headaches’ Stem

Illinois and| .-
other dases, including a sub
{quent ‘decision by . ﬁl'ie Cahf -

e’ Count - helds thatiipro
{spECtlve« jurdrs’ ' codld” ﬂﬁ‘gmt?e
Elq I?e“ ed for cause s’lm“ply be-dg

TETHY Withergpob;ifhie N
]pﬂem te TS, Su &

“they Had" ‘canseietitions
5
obJectlons to the death pen- |‘

alty .
| £
' Mls Alvidrez* declaratl
howeverﬁ raige new proble(;g:
!thanks 'in part to California’s’
xtw; adCt murder trials.
udge Walker hinted kiat
1 might try to réselve thek;sstﬁee[‘
| x—lf My si, Alidres 18 Jseated—.
by; appomtmgi aft altérnate
. Juror-to dakedier place for the'
penalty trial. Slrhans chlef
sdefense- | .counsel; ' Gmnt B,
Qooper has lndlcated that he
would -press’ . for -appointment!
Wof an entlrely*new Jjury Wherel
s Is)lerma,lllzzr»<1ssues -about the death
nalty go 1
lovel oy uld - be ralsed all
Eor tlleﬁmoment the Judge
: the.. angument& ynder ad-
vg&ement -and proeeeded “with
ques.tmmng of-other prospec.
tive " jurors. . The. e;ghth[
{Sharon A, Engle, thée young
WIHE o 4 Glendale “Tortician/

‘Wags. provisionally. appréved. ,

e
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3 More Women

,

Tenfafively OKd
for Sirhan Jury

. Selection of Trio Helps

- 'Accelerate Process That

~ May Require Three Weeks
N BY DAVE SMITH

Times Staff Wrner

" Three more women jurors were
prov1s1ona11y accepted Tuesday as

me selection accelerated in the
trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
accused slayer of Robert ¥. Kenne- !,
dy. . . :

. One woman was provisionally
seated Monday.

Activity in the sinall COUI‘tl oom of
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker |'
centered on exhaustive{and repeti-
tious probing by prosecution and de-
fence attorneys of prospective jurors.

Three of the most important dareas
iof questioning involve the effect of
‘the pretnal publicity on the Jurors'
opmlons on the "case, the jurors'
views on the death penalty and their,
attitudes on psychiatry. )
© Carolyn L. Freeman was tlenta-
{ively seated on the jury, but not |

witil Grant B. Cooper, chief defense
attorney, challenged her on the
'death penalty. °

States Her Views
That was when Miss Freeman, a

erate, plemechtated murder ‘had
begy d "I think T would lean

toward the death penalty." \ s

L Under questioning by Dep. Dist, |
y. David N, Fitts, Miss Freeman |
modlfled her answer, saying that ,
.her verdict “would depend on the |
imental attitude" of the defendant
,and whether he had been aggravat- |
ed or provoked into murder.
"Now after all that fol-de-rol," said
+ Cooper, "let me-ask you again. It you |
pwere totally sure that first-degree |
"had been proved, would you lean to- {
Ward the death penalty or toward)
: "I don’t lean either way, she,
answered
,“" Judge Walker denied Coopers]
,challenge
7 ) Questioned on Pre]udlce :
|« Cooper also asked Miss Freeman if
she felt any prejudice or disregard
fo1 the science of psychiatry and its
vauous .diagnostic tools, such as
“‘hypnosis,: lie-detector tests, sodium
rpclltath?l3 and ink-blot tests. -
"No," she replied each time.

She said she could fairly weigh
testlmony the defense will introduce :
'to show that Sirhan's state of mind .
‘before the killing was such as to :

{diminish; h1s respons1b111ty for the
1~.1111ng o

Cooper has said. repeatedly that
the defense will not deny that Sir-
han killed Sen. Kennedy, but that it
will show that obsessive thinking
and an emotional frame of mind af-
fécted his capacity to formulate the

“specific intent to commit first- degree f

murder.

.. For premeditated murder to be !

}')1 oven, the jury must be convinced

that both the act of murder and the -
intent to murder were clearly de- .

monstrated by, evidence.
..Since the defense has grarted the
former as an acknowledged fact, ‘it

'is ‘banking its deferise of Sirhan on -

-the hope that the jury will accept
their evidence of Sirhan's limited

|elerk for Pacific Telephone Co., sald ‘capacity to plan first-degree murder
that in a case where she was com-_|and then find h1m guﬂty on a lesser

[

pletely convinced that wiltful, delib- Lcﬁarge , y

l

SR E@@W 1668
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Charge Could Be Reduced

e TS st-degree murder charge =Fftts asked her, as he

'(‘OUId be reduced to second- dearee
lmurder which carries a sentence ‘of
five years to life. First-degree
jmurder convictions carry a penalty
‘of life imprisonment or death in the
.gas chamber,

. Following acceptance of Miss
<Freeman, defense and prosecution

‘attorneys were fairly quick in

‘approving Mrs. Alicia Duke, an
laccountant for the State Lands
Division, and Mrs. Barbara I.
‘Collins, a service representative for
- Pacific Telephone,
+ Cooper and Fitts both seemed im-
pressed with Mrs. Duke, who an-
twered questions quxckl}g in a clear,
(Erect tone.

| She also provoked som
laughter in the courtxooﬂg
when she told! Cooper she;
had read very little about

. the Sirhan case because."I:

don't read either of the;
Los Angeles newspapers.”
- "Why?" asked Cooper.
" "Because I don't think
the two Los Angeles daily, ,
papers are very well-writ-
ten," she explained.

Has Own TV Set |

She told Cooper that/her]
reading included the
sports section of The
Times, "the .New York
Times when someone
hands it to me,"'and twol
magazine subscu,pmons to
Tlme Mavaame and Spmts
Illustrated c
" She-does own a telev1—[, iR
sion - set, she .said, but;
added, "rny son is the on1y|
one who watches it.” g

In questioning ‘l\IIS Col—

lins, Fitts asked “if she i*

would be inclined to bc|
lenient in her verdict on
Sirhan because -of his ap-
parent youth
"Would you give the k1d|
3 break just because he's aj
kid?" Fitts asked. '
"No," said Mrs. Collins.
"Mrs. Collins also said she
Dbelieved thit the murder
of Kennedy made the casgj
no bigger a murder simplyi

becauge the v1cth
(prominent political figure.,

L

i 'Most Difficult' Task,

has each prospective Jut-?

or, "Could you come down
from the jury room and
face Sirhan and tell him-
‘he must die in the gas
‘chamber?”

i "It would be the most
difficult thing I've ever
had to do," she said, "but I
could do it."

Three jurors were ex-
cused Tuesday after telling
the court they would suf-
fer loss of pay or even t

P

jobs if the trial were to --%

take up the expected two
or three months. A fourth-
Was excused after he sai

. chromosome carmes w1t11

Plan Uncmtam

But he dldeﬁ—:iy

whether these tests would l
be introduced lnto)
evidence.
The XYY syndrome is a |
recent scientific develop-
ment by some geneticists
who claim that certain
males are born with an
vextra: Y chromosome for
maleness, and that- the
presence of this extra

it 8 tendency to'r
aggressive behavior,

the trial would be a perf -
sonal hardship because lof .

Lmness in his home.

-!1,',, At a. news conference ’
t~ after adjoutnment; de-:
¢« fense’attorney Emile Zola-
. Berman of New York said .

gi: the selection. of three. jur-

ors in one-day made him
- feel "a lot more sanguine :
today than when we, start-
.. ed," but he estlmat,ed that -
1mpanehng the, jury will.
still take another 18, days

After 12 jurors.are pro-

visionally seated, hoth. de-
. fense and prosecutmu may.
‘‘exercise 20 peremptory .

challenges-each to dispose
. of jurors about whom they
have doubts.

Polxtlcal Issue

- Asked if the- Amb-lsraeh
* political situation’ wasjiex-"
pected to figure in Sir-’

han's trial, Berman said

. the defense would not™

mtroduce the topie; buf -
' that’ 1t Would flgurei inso- '

" far ag it: goes to explain -

Sirhan's’ motlvatlons
~ "We will_offer scientific
evidence .as well as the

history, background. and !

problems of the defen—
dant," ‘Berman' said, -

support the defense con-‘

“tention that the "intellec-

. tual content necessary to a

premeditated act is mnot .

present in this.case. That's
going to be our defense."

Berman confirmed that
Sirhan has been placed
-under hyphosis and has

been administered the?

Rorgchach (ink-blot) test

| and the,test for thaX¥Y
chromosome syndrome,.
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il By JOHN DOUGLAS
‘4 Herald-Examiner Staft Writer
flypnosis has been used on
girhan Bishara Sirhan by psy-
chiatrists seeking
_pis mental state at the time he
* shot Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

Use of the hypnosis {echnique, |
which was hinted during selec-
tion of the jury for ‘the man
accused of Kennedy’s assassina- |
tion, was confirmed yesterday !
by Emile Zola Berman, one of
his attorneys.

Berman told a news confer-
ence called by defepse lawyers

ove only jurors who accept
psychiatry and hypnosis when

foday.

The New York .attorney, who
joined Grant B. Cooper and
Russell E. Parsons on Sirhan’s
defense team when the trial
opened last week, said he was
“ganguine’’ over success in ob-
taining tentative jurors ‘reached
yesterday.

But, he warned, jury selection
still is expected- to take “at
Jeast 18 more court days.” This
following adjournment of court |would mean the actual trial
ithat the psychologists and PSY- lwould not get underway until
ichiatrists workin% wéthtﬂlSl%;m‘ sometime in February.
had also administered the Kos-: S { ‘
chach or ink-blot test. He de- As Sirhan alternately watched
clined to discuss the findings,
saying he would leave this tol
the psychiatrists when they tes-
tify on Sirhan’s behalf.

| Bach of the four jurors tenta-
tively seated so far was passed
by the defense only after he

ed yesterday.

They are:

Caroline Freeman, clerk for
the Pacific Telephone Compa-
ny’s “Yellow Pages.”

ejen;é _
se C>f

|
-

A

|

T

Berman made it clear that, the

efense would continue to ap-i

4

to determine \selection of the jury msume‘si

_This morning, guestioning, of
Tawrence K. Morgﬁﬁ‘,’"‘[ﬁt’%na-
tional Business Machine com-
puter programimer, will resume.
Morgan is the first male juror
to reach the detailed guestion-
ing stage. With the exception of
one man, George Doudle, who
was excused when he testified
ne did not believe he could try
Sirhan’s case fairly, all men
examined so far have been re-
lessed either for reasons of
health or economic hardship. !

Although many business firms.
make provision for their em-
ployes to serve on juries, few:
are willing to guarantee the job
of 5 man who may be tied up on’
jury duty from three to four

glimly or ignored the proceed-i‘
ings altogether, three jurors, all to comment on their reaction to|
wdmen, were tentatively accep‘c—'l an all-woman jury, but they are|

months. |

.

Defense lawyers have re'fusedi

known to be concerned. i

| For most of yesterday’s ses-:
sion Sirhan did not acknowledge
the courtroom presence of his;
mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan, and,

testified he regarded: psychiatry “ilrs, Alicia Duke, accountant

' ipepe” science and hypno-i
E;SS aa‘n‘ ;r%% S‘Cflfil(?h tests das }:‘I:ral-e for the State Division of Lands.
{ Mrs. Barbara Collins, a tele-

g tools of that science. o one com i
] - lphone company service repre-
girhan was Jhypnotized in h‘S)Is)en‘uative. pany ’

i g 1 i i v
isolated cell on the 13th floor o " (They joined Mrs. Rose Mol

the Hall of Justice where he has ) 058
)been neld since his indictrpen na, widowed nurse, bringing the
\ ; June 7, of jurors tentatively ac-

for. . Kennegdy’s slaying, \d _
15%8‘# _—;cepted ) gu' to fogz.__is—-—-—’—f":ﬁ
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2d Sirhan Juror

Tentatively Chosen

LOS ANGELES, Jan, 14 —
A young blonde clerk survived
a defense challenge to her
stand on the death penalty
today to become a tentative
juror at Sirhan B. Sirhan’s as-
sassination trial.

She was only the- second of
12 candidates to get that far as
defense and proseeuting attor-
neys slogged through another
day.of questioning. prospectwe
panelists.

Once 12 are singled out,
bpth the prosecution and the
defense will have their first
@pportunity to =xercise. the
“peremptory challenges” that
they can use to knock prospec-
tive panelists out of the jury
‘box without giving any rea-
Sons.

. Each side is entiled to 20
lperemptory challenges and
post, if*not all, of the first 12
to get through the challenges
“for cause” could be elimi-
mnated then.

Miss Carolyn R. Freeman, a
'elerk with the Pacific Tele-
.phone and Telegraph Co., un-
derwent prolonged dguesiton-
ing by chief defense attorney
Grant B. Cooper before being
chosen. .

In soft, soothing tones,
Cooper asked her whether she
would “lean toward the death
penalty” for a defendant who,
she was convinced, was guilty
of first-degree murder.

“I think I would,” she said.
“Yes, I would if I was totally
sare —

Copper demanded that she
be dismissed “for cause.” But
prosecutor David N. Fitts
came to her rescue. He asked

|her whether she would iet'

other factors influence her de-
cision. .

In California, a separate
trial, though usually before!
the same jury, is held to

~  choose between life imprison-!

"‘ment and déath in first-degree|

Y murder cases and mitigating
‘evidence is allowed here as
iwell as at the trial on the mur-
der charge itself.

At~ length, miss Freema
said her vote'would depend on
a defendant’s mental attitude
at the time of the offense. Su-
perior Court Judge Herbert V.
Wailker rejected Cooper’s chal-
lenge and ‘she was added to
the tentative panel along with
a widowed nurse who passed
muster yesterday.

- T3

After a Challenge

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer -

Almost all the other pro-
spective panelists called for
questioning  were excuseq,
after pleading hardship. The~
trial is expected to last two
months once a jury is plcked

| The juirors will be locked up

at night in a hotel wheie;
Walker told them with a
smile, “you will have your
newspapers cut up in pieces™
before being allowed to read’
them.

“Pll be climbing the wa}I
‘after two weeks, believe me,”:
one man told the judge.

- Other said they were ‘affaitk
their ‘companies might drop’

‘them from their jobs while:

still others said their employ=
ers would pay them only for
20 to 30 days of jury duty. It is’
too " early to tell what the:
jury’s makeup will be but'the
newsmen, seem to favow
women jurors. v
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'JORDANTAN APPEARS MOODY AND DEPRESSED =~

Sirhan Frets as Jury Pick Drags

By RICHARD STARNES
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15 — Sirhan B, Sirhan, on
frial for slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,
seems moody and depressed at California’s slow,

" elaborate ritual of meting out justice.

The young Jordanian wiggled and fretted thru

another day of jury picking in Judge Herbert V.

" Walker’s Superior Court yesterday, occasionally
flashing a smile at his mother and two brothiers,
but eccupying himself principally by slumping in
a chair that seems too large for him and gnawing
a knuckle. More and more often he darts stares
of evident hostility at reporters who seem to be
inspecting him too closely.

Opposing counsel again spent the day plodding

thru endlessly repetitive questions addressed to °

prospective jurors. By the time the fifth session
of the frial had,creaked arthritically into the
record three more jurors had been ientatively
seated. This brings the total to-four, which means
that if the trial’s present pace continues it will be
at least 21 more days before 12 jurors and six
alternates can be found who are qualified to
weigh Mr. Sirhan’s fate.
~ JUDGE EXPLAINS DELAY

Judge Walker, 69, a grandfatherly figure with
eyébrows that give every appearance of having
been teased, apparently has -become sensitive o
criticism of the pace of the trial. At one session’s
opening he chided reporters who ostentatiously
consulted . their watches to verify that the pro-
ceedings were not getting under way until well
past 10 a. m. The judge explained—“for the
benefit of members of the press Who are consult-
ing their watches” — that he had been meeting in

chambers with prosecution and defense attorneys
since 9:15.
" AMENITIES FOR JURY

Judge Walker told the panel of prospective ve- |

niremen he had gone to some pains to make the
jury as comfortable as possible. Each will have
his own hotel room-and there will be a common
recreation room “where the jury can watch moni-

cutup newspapers.” )

The judge also will permit conjugal visits by
the spouses of martied jurors on weekends during
the trial.

Nevertheless, most of the dozen or so who have
been excused from service so far pleaded jury
service would be an undue hardship. A rich varie-
ty of excuses has been offered. But only one
prospective juror told it like if really is:

“I spend four nights a week in hotels already,”

a go-getting young salesman named Delos Bezole
told the court, “and: if I were locked up every

night for three months in a hotel I'd be climbing

the walls.”

Grant Cooper, courtly, gray chief defense coun-
sel, told the court “‘the defense doesn’t wanta
juror who feels like climbing the walls.” Assist-
ant Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts agreed and Mr.
Bezole scampered happily out of the courtroom.

A lawyer told newsmen the “main posture” of
the’ defense would be that his ‘ diminished capaci-
ty” precluded-the premeditation necessary for a
conviction on first degree murder charges and
the death sentence. e

The lawyer revealed Sirhan had undergone hyp-
nosis, ink blot tests and other psychological and
psychiatric examination by experts which would
be introduced as evidence of his Iack of “intellec-
tual content.”
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Mentwn of Executlon Jars Slrh..

A By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Pt Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 13—
r The prosecutor looked at the.
grandmotherly nurse in the
jury box and-asked her wheth-
. er she had ‘enough “courage”
to send Sirhan B S1rhan to
his death.®

“We 'will ask you——urge you
. —to send the defendant to the
gas chamber,” Deputy- District
Attorney David N. Fitts re-
, minded her.

A few feet away, Sirhan
abruptly dropped his hand
from his mouth, eonvulsively

and held it bowed low.

In the jury box, Mrs. Rosa
‘E.  Molina st1ffened Fitts
pressed for an answer.

“Would you have the cour-
age, he demanded of her, “to

come down from the Jury
room, look at the defendant
Slrhan Sirhan, and say to him,
‘You will die in the gas cham-
ber for the murder of Sen.
(Robert F. Kennedy'? Would
you ‘have that courage?” -

“I don’t think so,” she said
in a high-pitched, quavering
voice:

" More qu,estmmng. Moments
later, Mrs. Molina changes her
| answer. Yes, she said, she
» could do it after all. The wid-
owed nurse passed the first
hurdle as a juror for Sirhan’s

turned his head to one side|

out in am efffort to prove that
Sirhan was incapable of pre-
meditated, first-degree mur-
der.

Chief defense attornéy ‘Grant

three  as “di-agnbstic tools”
that might prove useful. ’

Questioning went
The first man in the jury box
was ‘uncomfortably candid.
Softly, but in a clear voice, he
said he didn’t think he could
give the youthful Jordan na-
tive a fair trial.

Cooper couldn't -quite be-
lieve what’ he’d heard. He
posed the question again.

“There will be no denial,”

he -explained carefully,’ “that

our client fired the shots that|

illed- Sen. Kennedy.”
But; Cooper made plain, the

conceding to the state’s charge
of first-degree murder. Would
Sirhan’s admission that he
killed the Democratic presi-
dential candidate get in the
way of impartially determmmg
the accused assassin’s motives
and state of mind?

George E. Dowdle, a hort,
bespectacled research and de-
velopment worker at the Aero-
space Corp., said that it would.
He was" dlsmlssed

“It’s going to be a long, hard

recess.’

trial, though she still can be
challenged later by either the
| prosecution or defense.

finally chosen.

the defense suggested that

Lpe

3

Twelve jurors and'six alter-
nates are to be chosen and
then locked up at a downtown

| Jury selection for the trialjhotel for the rest of the trial,

bégan on the eighth floor offperhaps for as much as two
the Hall of Justice today with}months.
all signs pointing to weeks offtoday were scratched after
frustration before. a panel isfoutlining the hardships of be-
. §ing cut off from their jobs and
The line of questioning byffamilies.

Several candidates

Superior Court Judge Her-

slowly.

winter,” Cooper said during a

defense- has no intention -of|

B. Cooper; 65, alluded to all|

.‘walso intends to deal gmgerly

ac_lémg Cahformas s stem
exempting various profes-
sional groups from jury serv-
ice — such as doctors; nurses
‘and teachers—on request. ;
Walker said the defense had|
failed to present any evidence
that all such individuals were
‘automatlcally excluded from
jury duty, |
The' defense, it was evident,

with any Jewish jurors in an
effort to weed out any out-
spoken Zionists among them.
Reminding the prospectwe
panelists today that Sirhan. is
a Palestinian Arab. by \blrth
Cooper indicated that the
Arab-Israeli situation will be
“one of the 1ssues” at the
trial.

During his

Gy

campaigning,
s e

advocated the_sale
of US Jet fighters to Israel)
Bitterly critical of Israel, Sir-
han, many believe, may have
focused his anger on the New

- |Mrs.

York Senator.

| The .most sensitive question-
l[ing was confined to Judge
‘Walkers private -office. There
'each prospective juror will be
'taken, one by one, to be asked
Just what, they have read
.a bout the assassination,
whether they voted for Ken-
nedy in California’s Democrat-

The Washington Post

Times Herald /4 / ’7

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)

ADaily News (New York)

[Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun. (Baltimore)

The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)

ic primary the day before
hé was shot down here, and
whether they have reached
any conclusions about * Sir-
han’s guilt or innocence.

By the end of the day, only
Molina had gotten

JAN 14 1869
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i By George Lardfaer‘“'#k ]

1 Washmgton Post staff Writer:
LOS ANGELES Jan. 12—
' Each mormng in the weeks
, ahead, a barrel-chested bail-
- iff will fix his eyes on the

Stars and Stripes, clasp .a
, hand' over Jhis heart and re-

cite aloud:”

principles for
stands,

' les is mow in session.”

The judge, with his mam:
moth white eyebrows and

Pickwickian face,

himself behind a gold plated

microphone.

The defendant is brought
in, smiling uneasily, pluck-
ing at his tie, rubbing his
chin, He. looks like a high

school student waiting for l

-

&ué‘ﬁrsf Ga"ﬁe

o

_thought ~murder

Francis Kennedy, a human

being.”

To that, Sn*han Bxshara
Sirhan, 24 has pleaded not
 guilty. Yet, his lawyers $ay,
he has no intention of deny-
ing. that he shot-down the
New York Senator and dis-
enfranchised milligns of
voters who wanted 'to put |
" another Kennedy in- the
" White House. The.trial will

- be a quarrel over adverbs. |
" It will be a long and pain-
ful process. Sirhan’s chances
can only *be guessed at.
America has never dealt
gently w1th assassins, what-
ever ;t‘ eir OtIVeSrar"‘rG‘ﬁrc‘T?’

of min

B s 221068

' “Facing the flag of our
' country and recognlzmg the
“which
Department’ 107 of .

tthe Supenor Court of the

State of California in and '
| for the County of Los Ange.

wants to pm death,

The indictment against |
him 'seems almost unreal:
~That last June 5, he “did
wiltully, ,unlawfully, felon-
« iously and with malice afore-

|

f'
|
!
!
|
!

Settle for Mmhteg

571 ‘"Mohr

!
‘ l' Casper

1

|

Charge

Had a wat®of sulfuric¢.acid '
poured ron the eléctrocuted -,
corpse pf President ‘William
McKmleys killer. Charles |
Guiteau, rthe . self-styled
“agent of God” who, killed

" President Garfield, . barely |

-survived for his hanging;
one guard tried to kill ﬂnm
in his cell. . .

| Yet the law, if-not socie,ty, '

+ has | become more ' refined
since _then. Psychiatry has
- rhade - its inroads. In Califor-

©.mia, it can be used both in

seekmg a verdict-less than

flrst-degree murder and,
* failing ‘thdt, in.pleading for
¢ a penalty less than death,

Sirhan’s’ chief defense at-
. torney, Grant B. Cooper, ‘has.
said the. defense is 1hop1ng

| WhecState of NewSfesk,

, for much more than simply

© saving Sirhan frem the gas
chamber at-San Quentin. He

* has hinted that it may try to
sﬁ"ﬂ?’ﬁans mind_was so |
Ly clouded that he was incapa-"

ble of Qg;xce, ‘4 move that
“reduce the clrgesio®
manslaughter, thh a max1-

mum of 15 years in prison.

.For the. moment, the state . |
‘is just as dedxcateld to! keep-

" ing .the short; slim > Jorda- i

f nian 1mm1grant ahve
| The anthuated

“vhave

- deputies, most of them. in

. mufti, have beer stationed '
. 1n51de the crowded chamber. .
i " Newsmen. and spectators
: a1e searched and checked .
" for concealed weapons with
" a metil detector: twice a. !
" day. 'Women reporters are ;
taken to a- separate- room'(

where female deputies ruf-
-fle their hair and give them

she was even required to
disrobe,

eighths.
. floor’ courtroom’s “windows: |
been ‘plated with

}
5
|
t
1
i
.
|
1
. drmioT.. Af least: 20. thenff’sfi
i
A
i
j

a thorough check. One said-

{

\

}
|

|,

The trial was to havel
i beguaFam. 7, but
_ Juror has yet to be picked. ! !
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So far, ‘the- sessions have .

beenw to a last-min-
ute flurry of -defense mo-
tions, all ‘of which are ex-
pected 'to be ‘denied. The .

hearmgs have ‘been an exer-'

cise in :slow;. momon, con-
ducted largely“in Judge Her—
bert
fice,.

Comphcatmg the. roceed )
--ings’.in~ Defense; Attorney °
N Coopers 4nvolvement. in ‘a.’
‘Federal:. grand Iury ;;nvesn;;.;

Walkers pnvate of-

gatxon at the\Federal courts.’

house” acrdss thie street. The”
. urbane;

drawing - from Sirhan’s de-
- fense ..team,’. but was urged
to stay on-to face perhaps

the-biggest challenge to. his-’

reputation for improbable
victories.
(At one of- the murder

‘trials of Dr. Bernard Finch,’
Cooper is said to have per-

suaded=the=iwry not to-con-

| viet, thanks to his definition-

65-year-old- - lawyer-
reportedly considered” with-'

of reasonable doubt “Rea-'

sonable doubt:is hke IOVe »
“he said. “You can’rt define it,
- but you know .when you've
got ity e

. Accordmg‘ 10 one. esmmate"

flast fall, Los Angeles
County had already spent
~mere than $285 000-investi-
- gating and- preparing for the
prosecution of S1rhan ’s-case.
Some 4300 people have ‘been
mterviewed in- connecnon
with Kennedys -asSassina-
“tion - in the - Ambassador
‘hotel here-minutes afer his
wvietory ih ‘California’s Dem-
octatic presidential primary.
"Chief Prosecutor Lynn D.
Compton, 46, an 18- -year vet-
eran of the D1stmct Attor-

‘ney’s office, says he éxpects. '
" to_call about 80 witnesses,

mcludlng presumably doz-
ens of  those supposed to
have seen Sirhan at the Am-
bassador. .

In its effort to prove pre-

medltatlon, the prosecurhon

is expecbed to: rely heavily-

on w1tnesses\who saw Sii-
han practicing . rapid-fire
shooting at the San'Gabriel
Valley Gun Club just two
hours' before the assassma-
tion.

It ‘also has a witness who
claims to have seen the
young,, curly-haired defend-
ant . target-shooting- “at an-

other time and . place” be-

fore Kennedy was cut down.
And finally, it has Sir-
han’s. notebooks contammg
the m]unohon
must be assassmated before

June 5”—-the first anniver-

sary of 1967’5 Arab-Israeli
war.

-The defense can be ex-
pected to. fight hard to keep
the notes from being intro-
duced at the trial although
Judge Walker has already
rejécted a move to suppress
them as-€vidence.

to include a sharp attack on

‘a w1despread assumption

“Kennedy .

~—

Sirhan’s lawyers have st?
to outline their strategy in
any detail, but the Arab
community here, and across
the country, fully expects it

Zijonism and its role ‘in
American politiecs. There is

that this is what drove Sir-
hdn to the Ambassador.

The close-mouthed Sirhan !
‘has yet to say a word be]
yond what he may have dis-
closed to his family and his
attorneys. “The real story is
what’s inside his head,” one
courtroom observer -said,
and that has yet to be told.

“I think it’s right to allow
him a chance . .. to get to
the bottom of why he did
it,” said Mae Jackson, a do-
mestic worker from Pasa-
dena who was the first spec-
tator admitted to the court-
room last week. “There’s a

reason for everw do,

right or wrong.’
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By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Poat 8taff Writer no better. Judge Walker’s rul-
LoS ANGELES, Cali_f., Jan. ing, al;qng with a]]_ )‘the‘ testi-
'll19 — Process servers armedimony taken in his chambers,
with blank subpoenas - sum-}jwas kept secret, but after the

Radio, TV Mefi Subpoenaed e
Over Sirhan Trial Publicity

Today's \bld ev»dently fared|

moned & string of radio and
TV newsmen to court today in
another move to forestall Sir-
han B. Sirhan's agsassination
trial. .
The newsmen were called to
testify at a closed hearing in
Judge Herbert V. Walker's.
'chambers about publicity de-
|voted in the past week to
Chief Defense Attorney Grant
B.. Cooper’s involvement in a
Federal grand jury investiga-
tion,

Sirhan’s team of defense
lawyers has been pressing all
week for a month-long delay’
of the trial on this and other
‘grounds, and has just as re-

| peatedly heen turned down.
=N

ession it was announced that
the Court would reconvene on
Monday.

Michael A, MeCowan, the
private detective in charge of
investigations for-the defense,
said he tried to have a sub-
poena served on every radio
and TV station in the Los An-
geles area. His process servers
marched around town with
blank subpoenas, filled in the
names of newsmen they could
find at the stations, and sent
them to court for the day-long
session,

They were asked to bring,

with them records ‘of news-.
casts in the past few days link-
ing' the Sirhah trial to Coop-
er’s problems in Federal court.

A

0!
56 JAN 211969

Conrad

Cooper admitted last week Tavel
that he had lied in Federal Trotter
court last. year during the Tele. Room
Friars Club card-cheating trial Hol
where he represented one of mes
the defendants, He appeared Gandy

before a Federal grand jury
this, week under orders to an-
swer questions about the
source  of secret Government
transcripts that he had in his
possession during'that trial.

. Emile Zola Berman, another
of Sirhan’s’ defense lawyers,
contends that the publicity"
about Cooper could only harm
Sirhan if his murder trial for |
the assassmatlon of Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy goes forward
now.

Most of the -radio statlons
apparently complied with the
defense request for records of
their newscasts although an
attorney for CBS, William
Hill, cailled it a “flshlng expe-
d1t10n ”

vr——

ho
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- L./ DeLoa
Mohr

é;rhaﬁ h Defense %ebuf&d :
Again

\\#\

,,\F l
=

ﬁu

d th
A R ey Fose
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 8— day although Judge Walker Sullivan
Sirhan Bish S', han's bat has yet to Tule on a defense Tavel
lrnan Bisnara Slr an? at- motion attacking California’s
tery of defense attorney’s was system which automatically Trotter
rebuffed again today in a new exempts doctors, nurses, teach- Tele. Room
effort to win a month’s post- ers, druggists and others who Holmes
ponement of his assassination ?153_: t‘in}zersexcused 88 prospec-
trial. J
They indicated they would Defense attorney Emile Zola
try still again in the morning, Berman said the defense
citing what they called preju- would also present to the court. @,’u-*”‘-"f =
| { dicial publicity involving chief i |in the morning a “document-j \\
| | defense attorney Grant B. ed” plea for postponement, MC@L .
Cooper. based on Cooper’s involve- o )
Despite this, it appeared ment in a Federal Grand Jury e -
likely that the tedious chose investigation. e
of picking a jury, signalling Cooper, 65, appeared before /
the formal start of the trial, the Grand Jury for more than J/
would begin Monday. Judgei an hour wunder a Federal V/
l Herbert V. Walker made plain! judge’s orders to answer ques- '
lthat the was in no ‘mood to; tions about secret Government
granf anymore lengthy delays. | transcripts that came_info his
. Sl?ﬁﬁﬁ,_l‘}zlg faces w—Sissite. hmlng the Friars Club i - \
large, murder charge, for gup- [card-cheating trial here, The | By
ning down Sen. Robert F, Kenr i'm’ gdefense TRy ! v .
nedy in the Ambassador Hotel P . | /
here last June 5. The prosecu- admitted last W%kl that he . u/u:f"
tion had served mnotice that it h?‘d lied in court last year | /
intends to press for the death :]gggisthe source of the tran- ,
alty. 8.
pe%‘geyslim, sallow-faced Jor- “It's our feeling that the The Washington Postﬁ:y
danian maintained the mpose commencement of the Sirhan Times Herald
of steady gaiety during today’s, 3(1)‘1’111 i be S:Omnisf:f{eer,, ;}érrfl};ﬁ 1 The Washington Daily News
Dint t0 his mother 1n the back|  |told a reporter. “If our sin- | The Evening Star (Washipgton)
of the courtroom. cegﬁy és elsn ,;i(;lubt,' 0‘111; Ch:r‘,'f The Sunday Ster (Washington)
: really doesn’t have a lawyer. .
her £ ’ thevn%vaved back hesi- taken up Thursday in Judge Sunday News (New York)
ter ace, g Walker’s chambers. New York P
antly after Sirhan had turned ew York Post

The Judge will also have to
rule by Monday on the defense
complaint about the frial jury
system. Walker indicated, how-
ever, that he would put off

away.

The accused assassin’s three
defense lawyers, apparently re-
signed to seeing the tnial be-

The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World>

gin in a few days, appear fin- till later any decision on a de- The New Leader

tent on buﬂglzioilgect?:dco%{ . |tense motion to quash the The Wall Street Journal

appgal, if Q ‘ drder in .

victed. { }g;ﬁ—'—d fetment agams,._‘___,__t__sg ! The National Observer
b )

People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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Move for Mistrial -
May Be Made by -

Sirhan's Atforneys !

-BY DAVE SMITH |

> // - ¥imes Staff Writer R |

The possibility of motions for a
mistrial ‘or a change of venue were
raised Wednesday by two defense
attorneys-for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
accused ‘slayer of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy

Néw York lawyer Emile Zola
Berman told Superior Judge Her-
bert V. Walker that the defense

‘would be prepared to present
evidence in support of a motion this
morning regarding "the saturation
of publicity in this area.”

Durmg a 10-minute recess, co-
counsel Russell B. Parsons said the
defense is concerned about both the
amount 'and character of publicity |

.t was expected thai aft-
rer “=Ter motions are dealt with -

thls morning, the trial will
'recess uptil Monday morn-
ing, when jury selection
will begin.

Court observers felt the
prospects were not bright
for either possible motion. -
Judge Walker has de-
clared his impatience to
get the trial moving and in
denying a continuance |
Wednesday, cited a long
list of delays in the case |
since the assassination of '
the New York senator last
June. - ]

Big Expense Cited

As to moving the trial to'
another county, observers
cite the enormous expense '
already incurred and the
massive security precau-
tions undertaken to
protect the defendant
here. The money, man-
power and time required
to duplicate these precau-
tions elsewhere could
-weigh heavily against

devoted by local news media to the
Sirhan case.

Refuses to Answer Directly

Asked if this indicated the defense

would seek to move the Sirhan trial
elsewhere, Parsons refused to an-;
swer dlrectly, but referred to earler
defense statements indicating it was
felt that there were few places in the
world where the case had not- been |
greatly publicized.

Asked if a motion for mistrial,
seemed the more likely prospect,
Parsons answered, "I would say aj
motion for mistrial is more likely.":

But the specific character of the,
planned defense motion was dis-|
cussed in Judge Walker's chambers]
,during a closed meeting that

i Judge Walker's ruling fa-
" vorably on a change of
| venue, x
The observers add that
Walker, 69, plans to retire!
in July Wlth the Sirhan.
trial as the capstone of a,
career that has made him,
the dean of criminal judg-,
es in Los Angeles County.
Wednesday, only the se~:
cond day of Sirhan's long- |
delayed trial, was marked i
like the first by defense
efforts to forestall the
immediate opening of the
jury selection phase — a'
process expected to con-
sume three to four weeks.
Defense counsel Grant

‘brought yVednesda s court session| B. Cooper moved for a 30-
toaclose. v —day continuance, which he

i
' 1
i

-

‘4 \.

@

» solved Wednesday by

said the defense 'team

. needed to compile its
" evidence in support of

other motions left unre-

Judge Walker,
| But Judge Walker de-

i nied a contintiance of that

length, apd after a clo;eg
!
wsession in chambers, Coo- |

£ Ty O
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persaid-defense a

prosecution had agreed to

pective jurors Monday.

going in arguing a series
of motions aimed at gain-
ing time, He first reintro-
duced. a motion—denied.

e e

to determine guilt orin-
nocence, - the other to fix
the penalty if the 24-year- [
old Jordanian is convicted,

. Cooper cited a pending
case before the U.S. Su-
.preme Court on grounds
. that the single verdict

dant to decide whether to
offer mitigating evidence
which could reduce the
“penalty but would also
bring the risk - of self-
incrimination.
Cooper contended‘ that
- the single verdict proce-
dure poses a dilemma
which violates the 5th and
14th Amendments.

Apothey Rejection
Judge Walker again ‘de-

nied the motion, repeating

the opinion he expressed

Tuesday: — that Cooper

could reintroduce the
. same motion at .a later
<" phase- of the trial if' cir-
. cumstances warrant.
¢ The judge also -pointed.
. out that an earlier defense
' motion to set ‘aside Sir-
. han's plea of innocence .
' was, no longer required
.under recent penal code
changes. These allow for
. quashing of an indictment

. —sgtill another defense mo-.

- tion—even after a plea has |
“been entered.

With. Judge: Walkers
denial' of ‘the 30-day con-’
tinuance plea, ‘the jurist
' also pointed out that the
' motion to quash thé-in-
dictmient could be ‘ruled
upon. at any time in the
course of jury selection!
and that this phase should
give the defense ampls
time to gather its
evidence,
| The bulk of Wednes- |

begin questioning pros- ,

Cooper suffered heavy,

Tuesday -— that separate
juries be impaneled—one

procedure forces a defen- |

-

ay's court  session was
taken up with arguments
(, on Cooper's motion to set
aside ,the jury list, which
the defense contends does
not represent a broad
' cross-section of. the popu—
lation.

Cooper CIted a long list
| of occupatlons which are
. excused 'from- jury duty, )

‘.including leglslators, ‘ate
| torneys and their ,em-

l ployes, clergymen, teach-

i ers, those in-the medical

} professmn and many oth-
© €r8.

He then 1ntroduced Los
Angeles County Jury
Commissioner William A.
.Goodwin as a defense wit-

“ness, said he had not had

" Goodwin in advance and
asked to recall him later,

Begins Questions

But Judge Walker de-
nied this request’ and
' ‘Cooper launched a series
of questions designed. to
support his contention
that ‘selection of jurors

tically involves exclusion
of broad classes.of citizens.

Goodwin testified that.
the list of jurors for the
county's central district,
in which the Sirhan case is

data processing machines |
which select” every fifth (
name from every sixth.!
precinct throughout the
county.

-Dep. Dist. Atty John E. l
Howard, cross-examining)
Goodwm asked if there!
‘Was ever-any excluswn of!
! prospective jurors on the.

basis of political belief,!
| race, religion, or occupa—l
| tion.- !
I To-each questlon Good-l
! win replied, "No." |

Cooper . protested that 9
i the defense still was net
brepared to present 1ts!

evidence supporiing the
motions to_set aside the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

adequate time -to question :

from voters' lists ‘automa- ~who’ live in the family

« other brothers, Sharif, 37,

jury st and tﬁﬁﬁ"t—
ment..

Judge Walker then ruled
that both motions would
be held open for later
ruling, but that the trial
would continue,

.Waves to ‘Mothér

“."For the second day of his
trial -on charges: of first-
degree murder, Sirhan
was; quiet but seemed in
generally good spirits.
Upon .entering the coutt-
room, flanked by two sher-}
iff's deput1es, the short,

- slim defendant “waved at

his mother and two broth—
ers in the back row, \
Once seated, he again
turned to his family,
smiled ‘broadly and waved
again. He held numerousl
whispered - conferences ‘
with Parsons, at his imme-'
diate right, and followed !

.the ‘courtroom procedure‘

with an alert air.

Sirhan's mother, Mary,r.
55, in a black and gold!
dress, sat with two of
Sirhan's four brothers,
Munir, 21, and Adel, 30,

home in Pasadena. Two

and Saidallah; 36, who also
live in the area, have yet
to attend their brothgr
trial.

contained, is drawn up by [
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P
A Miscast

By RICHARD STARNES
. Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 9 — Whatever else may
be said of him by the time his murder {rial is
concluded, it is already apparent that Sirhan B.
Sirhan is woefully miscast as a maker of history
whose hand may have changed the course of
human events for all time.

Mr. Sirhan, the uneasy-and diffident star of the
drama that is being so slowly wrought in Superi-
or Court here, is no more convincing in the role
than was Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby. In a
school play Mr. Sirhan will always be the kid who
held John Wilkes Booth’s horse — never Booth
himself. In Hamlet, he might have been the luck-
less Rosencrantz, never the doleful prince..

But here in the courtroom of kindly, confusing
. Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker, the casting
has been done by some mysterious means that no
man understands. Mr. Sirhan is the perfect type
cast for the kid who helps his pa run a vegetable
stand and who talks funny broken English. Yet
his hand allegedly held the cheap pistol that took
the life of a powerful leader. ’

RECIPROCAL BEINGS

Sirhan Sirhan and Bobby Kennedy were in a
curious way reciprocal beings. Both were short in
stature, but the likeness ends there. Bobby was
tough, rugged, brash. Shy Sirhan looks as if he
would disintegrate in the gust generated by one
good sneeze. '

Sen. Kennedy worked hard at understanding
people like Mr. Sirhan — the put-upon, woebe-
gone minorities who found such difficulty in shar-
ing America’s abundance, the hard-luck cases

, whose chemistry somehow never found the right
catalyst. Robert Kennedy would have had a lot of
" sympathy for Mr. Sirhan, because Mr. Sirhan 1s
the archetype of the kid who never quite makes
it, and Robert Kemnnedy was always conscious
that he had made it partly by the accident of
‘birth into a rich and powerful family.
But however unlikely, the birdlike, pallid Mr.
. %irhan thrust himself into the center of history’s
siage and must now play out the role to its con-
clusion. : .
| }[It promises to be an endless performance. Yes-

en History's Stage

terday, in'the brief afternoon session that marked
the second day of the trial, it became clear that
chief defense.counsel Grant B. Cooper subseribes
to the hoary legal bromide that delay is the es-
sence of defense.

Mr. Cooper opened by renewing his plea for
two separate juries to hear the case under Cali-
fornia’s peculiar law that reconvenes the trial
jury to fix punishment after a guilty verdict. It
was the same' motion that Mr, Cooper argued —
and lost — Tuesday, amd many judges would
have quickly and tartly made that observation
But Judge Walker heard Mr. Cooper out and then
mildly remarked, “I definitely ruled against that
motion yesterday.”

Mr. Cooper then.sought a 30-day continuance,
arguing that he needed the additional time to
prepare his plea to quash Mr. Sirhan’s first-de-
gree murder indictment. Again the judge showed
restraint, merely reading from a long calendar of
legal maneuvers and continuances that had been

- granted since Mr. Sirhan’s arraignment last June

28. He denied the continuance but did tell Mr.
Cooper he would try to give him enough time to
prepare his case.

OBJECTS TO JURY PANEL

Finally, while still insisting he had had insuffi-
cient time to prepare, Mr. Cooper called his first
witness, Los Angeles jury commissioner William
A. Goodwin. In support of his motion to throw out
the current panel from which the Sirhan jury will
be selected, Mr. Cooper led Mr. Goodwin thru a
tedious exposition of Los Angeles’ method of pick-
ing veniremen. But chief deputy district attorney
Lynn D. Compton countered by producing testi-
mony that no prospective jurors are excluded by
reason of race, religion, political belief or eco-
nomic status. Most courtroom observers thought
Mr. Compton won the point handily.

Nevertheless, Mr. Cooper seemed determined
to wring every possible hour of delay out of the
two motions still remaining before the court. The
motion to set aside the jury list will be debated,
and possibly disposed of, today. Present plan
then are.to recess the trial until Monday, whep
the. first step in the weeks-long process of selecg-
ing jurors will begin.
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ggwge Lardne Jr
A“ - “Washington Post Staff ‘é"xfe‘r_q
1L.OS ANGELES, Jan, 7 —
With a bouncy step and a smile
on his face, Sirhan B. Sirhan
walked into court here today
to go on trial for the assassi-

\. [nedy.

| {fense maneuvers kept * the
- trial from getting started.

for 30 days tp thrash out the
motions he filed——includin’g a
bid for two, separate juries to
determine the 24- year-old Jor-
danian’s fate.

I Superior Court Judge Her-
bert. V. Walker, the
browed judge-who will preside

at the trial, said he hoped thel

issues could be settled faster
than that. P

Under California law, a sep-
arate trial is held to determine
|the penalty in first-degree
murder cases. The defense
wanted one jury to determine
Sirhan’s guﬂ’c or innocence
and another, in the event of
conv1ct1on, to choose hetwéen
life in prison and the -'gas
chamber at San Quentin. The
request was denied, but with
the understanding that it
could be renewed :again later
at the conclusmn of the f1rst
trial.

Dressed, 1n a blue- gvay suit

nation of Sen. Robert F, Ken |

But a last-minute rash of d -4
Sirhan’s chief .defense attor-|

ney, Grant B. Cooper, asked|

 [transcripts in the Friafs Club

bushy-|

L iwould go to jail for contempt

i “_c‘o,}lv_enEd‘\, L——J

wh repre e) te one
of the efendants, sUDSEqUEnt-
ly admitted that he had four
of the secret transcripts in his

pos ut profesipd that
to ha e;to the truth at the)
trial, would have poinied a

finger at his client.

The Sirhan hearing ended
shortly before noon. An hour
later, Cooper marched across
the street to the Federal
Courthouse, where he was|
ordered to answer aobut 45|
questions before the Grand|
Jury investigating the leak of

case.
Would Go To Jail
Cooper has ina{cafed that he

if necessary and rely on an ap-
peal, presumably based on the
attorney-client privilege of
confidential communication.
Prosecutors for Los Angeles
District Attorney Evelle J.
iYounger have voiced fears
ithat Cooper’s headaches in
Federal Court could cause the
assassination trial to misfire.
The issue, however, did not
come up in open court today
although a closed-door con-
ference was held in Judge
Walker’s chambers for 50 min-
utes immediately after court

still another defense request
to hﬂmlg qfuegtmning of prospec-

udge Walker withheld_ ryl- —
%ese whllel%'én::aymg

tive jurors to. written queries.

Another Tdaring was Eet=Yor
Wednesday. ,

Cooper said he wanted sepa-
rate juries because he felt %
twould be an “unconstitutional

prospective panelists how they
felt- about the death penalty.
Walker replied that he felt the

the bench to the Jurors finally
selected.

- After  the session, Cooper
to_ld newsmen- that the. de-
fense has no intention of de-
nying that Sirhan shot Ken:
nedy. But he denied that its

burden” to be forced to ask]

problem could be overcome|
" | with “proper instructlons” from

task is simply t6 save Sirhan
from the gas chamber.

“The defense,” he said,
“will be along other lines.”
These will reportedly include
the contention that. Sirhan’s

with matchmg tie, Sirhan sat}
by neys, occa ¥
whispering with defense coun-|
isel Russell E. Parsons, who
{had escorted the accused assas-|
sin from his isolated, 13th-floor
jail cell. ',

Sirhan’s mother, Mary, and
his 21-year-old brother, Munir,
watched together from the last|
row of the antiquated court-
room in the Hall of Justice
here.

Cooper had indicated that
he might seek that flat post-
|ponement: of the trial because
of his own involvement in a
Federal Grand Jury investiga-
tion. '

A pillar of the Los Angeles
1 e g al establishment, Cooper
admitted to the grand jury last
week that he had lied in court
last year during the Friars
Club card-cheating trial. A|
transeript of secret testimony
before an earlier Fedefal

Gra d Jury.was found On

' , Request Denied

1925-.vintage courtroom, com-
plete with rolltop desk, on the
Hall of Justice’s eighth floor. A
television camera shoved into
an old air conditioning unit in
the back of the small room
sent, pictures down four flights
to another courtroom set aside
for the overflow crowd of
newsmen.

Security precautions were so
tlght that sheriff’'s deputies
were seen frisking one another.
Typewriters were banned from
the “fourth-floor courtroom ol
the tenuous theory that they
might be conceahng weapons
that could Kkill via closed-clr
cuit TV.

Other defense moves today
included a motion to. quash the
indictment against Sirhan on
the grounds that the Grand
Jury that handed it down was
constituted. And an-
otion attacked the meth-

The session opeéned In _a

ot selecting
L@_%M

mental state was of such “di-

minished responsibility” that
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:t —~Fie Trial of Sirhan‘Siriﬁfﬁ"’

There is a lot more to any murder trial than
merely - determining who pulled the trigger and
it appears that much of the argument in the case

b’ " involving the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy,
L will turn on those other factors. Of course the first
gy’ﬂf ' thing to be established when Sirhan Sirhan goes on
o trial in Los Angeles; probably today, is whether
- he fired the gun that snuffed out, Senator Ken-|
» nedy’s life, If he did, this méntal condition both at;
the time of the assassination and preceding it be-
' comes relevant fo whe‘oher he is guilty of the crime
* of first, degree- murder Wthh .carries the death
penalty in California, or -of some lesser crime or,
.indeed, of no crime at all. i
- For generations now, the law has said that punish- |
ment for a crime will not be imposed on any whose
mind was so deranged that he was not mentally,’
responsible for his actions. This, of course, is the
insanity defense which has brought about ma]()rI
struggles in recent years as lawyers and judges;
have attempted to bring the legal definition of |
insanity into line with modern knowledge of mental |
illness. i

All indications from Los Angeles are that Mr.!
Sirhan’s attorneys do not intend to claim that hEr

was legally insane at the time Mr. Kennedy was|
shot. But there is a widespread belief there that if
the prosecutors ¢can establish Mr. Sirhan fired the
fatal shots, his attorneys will attempt to exercise
what is called in that State a defense of diminished
responsibility. This is simply that while he may
not have been mentally ill enough to be considered
legally insane he was sufficiently deranged to be
unaccountable for all the elements required in a
first degree murder case.

Urnder the law in most states; and California is

no exception, a first degree murder conviction re-| -

quires that the state prove the defendant killed
- with malice and premeditation. A killing without"

both may be second degree murder or manslaught-5
er, which carry lesser penalities, but cannot be first |
degree. Establishing these elements of first degree l
murder is often difficult for prosecutors except in |
cold-blooded situations and it may well be dlfflcult !

in this case. . _

In any event, it is misleading to think of thls
kind of defense as no more than a. techmcahty, a.
matter of legalistic’ ‘hair-splitting, for both the
mental ability and the intent of a murderer to act
with malice and premeditation lie at the very '
roots of Anglo-American law and justice. These
are the elements that help ‘the courts distinguish
between deliberate and accidental killings, be-
tween those done in passion and those done coolly, |
between those committed by men who are well and '
by men who are sick.

It may turn 0141 that the capacity of a jury and
of the millib ns Q %ans who will await the
gutcpme t*o (ﬁd i
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By JOHN

Slrhan Bishara Sirhan,

him go free.

* The charge is that he killed
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in an
Ambassador Hotel kitchen early
on the morning of June 5, 1968.

Sirhan’s will be the first ma-
Jjor political assassination trial
Ain this country since Leon Czol-
gosz was tried for the murder of
.Presment William ‘McKinley in
Erie County Court at Buffalo,
N.Y., in 1902.

Defense counsel are Grant B.
gCOopeL widely known-.crimiral
lawyer; Russell K. Parsons
yeteran . criminal \ and “appeals
laverae=ang New. York -attorney
Emile Zola Berman, known: for

S fa rf S, T h r ee | | I_J_

Herald- Exammer Sfaff Writer -

My,
M.
LR
Lir,

Tav c‘
Mr. Teottry .
Tele. Rousio.

s N3 .

' (Indicate page, name of
v ays o o l : newspaper, city and state.)

DOUGLAS p ' A-Y Herald-Examiner
‘ Los Angeles, Calif.

24, goes on trial for murder

today in a historic case which conceivably could cost ' _
him his life, send him to a mental 1nst1tut10n or see '

. ’ ot - »ﬂ{,’f
]

his 1956 dlefense of Marine Sgt. é £¢' g‘"
Matthew McKeon in the Camp

Lejeune “death march” case. |

Opposing this trio is a team|

from the office’ of Dist. Atty.
Evelle'J. Younger led by Chief
Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn Ceinpton.

Backstopping Compton are DepI '
Dist. ‘Attys. David N. Fltts and
John Howard. '

First order of business or-
J

dered. for today by Superiox e 1/7/69

Court Judge Herbert V. Walker, caiton: Night Final

who will presids, fls ‘?“bmlss\mll . author: John Douglas

l.of a ngmber of defense motions;, it Dpnald Goodenow
, Cooper and Parsons delivered it ; K ens al’c\
ithese to Judge Walker at a pre- A Mf

: L e

}trial conference yesterday, but ™

the decision of that conferénce| N L

was that no motion in the trial Character:

hould be submittéd or  argued or

T i 56-156.
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|0ct. 22,

‘ It is- understood - that in one
of The notions the defense seeks

by the prosecutmn from its list-
|ed preliminary - witnesses. That]
list. was furnished. Parsons last|

In ‘order for’ securlty to bel
maintained over Sirhan, the
conference was held in the tem-
porary-13th floor Hall of Justice
conrtroom in ~which ‘nearly all‘

preliminaries ‘in the case ‘have
been handled, Today’s:case will.
opén .in Dept '107—an elghth 'l
flgor’ courtroom in the Hall oﬂ|
iJistice which: has ‘been arm

pl ted and sealed wm'un a sect '

ri perimeter for the youn]
Jordanian’s trial.

. Newsmen and spectators, e
tering the courtroom will be

Capelully searched ‘before egte;-‘|
ing,. but prospectlve jurors will J'

R R T -

COp'lE'S of the statements ‘taken| -

not, a court attache said yester-
ay Comere
He said that no special provi-
sions for selection of the Sirhan
jurors had been madé. They
.will be selected from the coun-
| ty’s regular jury pool.

Panels of 25 prospective ju-
rors each will be drawn and
taken to d waiting room in-the
old Hall of Records, then trans-
ferred to the courtroom when
they are needed. -

“Jury selection which may.
take as long as three weeks,:
will -follow submission of thel
defense motions, - : !

Once the jury is selected, it

; will be “sequestered”’—locked,
W the duration g The trial. |
e T P T
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