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Siohanand His Molher ':
___________________ _ ___ I Conrad^---------------

May Taate the Stand Gl^
Ta/ebZ

By THEO WILSON

an

Staff Correspondents of T’he News ■
Los Angeles, Jan. 29—Sirhan Sirhan, killer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy-and his 

mother, Mary, 55, may be called to the witness stand to tell about their poverty and
thrlofn«aa<!ial struggret here. [

I Their testimony would be given.
to Judge Herbert V. Walker in 

. the absence of the jury, to be 
I used as part of the defense's 
I fight'to quash the first degree 

( murder lndictment ortuinld 
11 against Sir^han by a grand jury 
(1 last year.

j Challenge by Cooper
,y Chief drfensr ■ht1tianey Grant 
U | B. Cooper said today, out of court, 

that it is “potsibre” he will call
| the mother and son next week. 
i Cooper wants- to get lhrir reont>- 
I mio status on the record.
I Cooper is challeng-mg the entree

grand jury system here. Grhnd 
jurors are nominated by Superior 
Court judges. Aeeoo’ding to the 
defense today, these jurors do not

I represent those who are poor, un- 
| ! educated or who belong to min­
i ] toty groups.

। 'Sirhan is 24, and Cotpro also
I argued today that people of his 
. age do not serve as grand jurors 
| here ~ • -~....~'»
! The’ eight men and four 
I women who have been srlrcled 
as jurors; but not yet sworn,' 
were not in etur■l today during 
the fight over the indicmeent, 
whieh might take as long as a 
week.

T'o bolster his claim that Los 
Angeles County garnd jurors do 
not represent a true erotSiSeei 
tita of the population here, 
Cooper called as a winness Rob­
ert E. Schultz of the Uaivrotily 
of Southern California Graduate 
School of Butiiletst.

Schultz, who has a Ph.D, is a 
demogr:■h.phicttoetotogtst, one who 
stades population groups t;o de­
termme social, financial rlhilic 
and occupational ttatistiss.

Aeeording to his testimony to­
day::

• The grand jurors, of Lois 
Alngerts County, the men and 
women who deeide whether or 
not those accused of crimes should 
be_indieted, are white-, educated, 
prtifJtS0nhll or technical workers,

Trotter _J— 
Tele.. Room 
Holmes -----  
Gandy -------

or more. i
• They "in no way” represent । 

the “profUe” of Los Angles as I 
it is reflected by the ,tthlittict of 
the U.S. Census Bureau. >

Using maps to illustrate his I 
points, Schultz told Cooper that 1 
grand jurors hrrr differ greatly 
from the populattan in age, edu­
cation, geographical ditlrlbutton, 
home values and family income. ’

The Age Breakdown
As an example, Schultz testi­

fied, no grand jurors here in 1968 
were between 25 and 34 years 
old. But 26% of the normal popu­
lation here in 1960 was in that; 
age bracket. (Schulte said the 
1960 census figures he was using 
would not show much change to 
19681.)

Asso, while 40% of the grand 
jurors here are 66 and older, only 
5% of the normal population is 
inJhatsage bracket heirrf=5=^

Hie said that “a vast malotitl— 
70%” of the grand .jurors have 
incomes of $10,000 and up, and 
that 75% of them live in homes

Over 40% of the grand jurors 
, nominated., live in Beverly Hills 
i and other white, upper class sub- 
i urban areas, Schultz testified. | 
I None ehlnre from areas predom--; 
nantiy populated bss^^s.
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SirKan Lawyers Attack Grand Jury Compositiitn
I By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND
I SpmIsI to The New York Times

LOIS ANGELES, Jan. 29- 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s atter- 
nrys contended today that his 
indictmrent on a charge of first- 
degree murder should be set 
aside because the gr-and jury 
that returned it was impropelly 
constttuted. .

In presenting the motion, 
Grant B. Cooper, chief counsel 
for the 24-yrar-o-d todaman 
immigrant who is. accused of 
kiliing Senator Robert F. Ken­
nedy last June, attacked the 
constitutionality of the Cah- 
forma gr-and jury system.

In this state, Superior Court 
judges nominate people to serve 
on panels .from /which gr-and 
juries ar-e drawn. Each Superior 
Court 'judges in Los Angeles 
County, for instance, may nom­
inate two persons for tie pro­
tective gr,and jury panel. Tire 
’inal panel of 23 jurors is then 
chlt)iren by lot.

Judgss Ar-e Subpoened 
| To' support their charges £at 
such a system did not produce 

I a jury compolrd of a broadj 
|erols-seetlon of tire immunity, 
'tee deeenia attorneys sub-1 
jpoened all the county's Su-i 
'perior Court judges to testify 
as to their methods of lelect- 
Img g'^d jury nomihees. The i 
Ijudead were 'ordar:ad to report 
Ijuoi|-iay te■thr'haayll5Fguar•-ied 
riehth-fleer_ comtooom where 

. Sirhan is being trted;
However, if they chose net 

to appear, the judges were 
eiVan the alternalvde of filling 
out a 10-page queste)nnalre 
thati daakss to ’-atermnne 
whether ther-e was any cbs- 
criminatten by age, raea, eco- 
nomuc status or eeography m 
their appr■eaches to the nomi­
nations. , '

x Twenty-six of the 133 jude;es 
upon whom the defense had m- 
trnded to serva. subpoenas were 
found to be ill, .retired, deceased 
or moyrd out of thie county.

. By this afternoon, two judgl!l 
had intimated that they would 
prefer to tr.lify in perdon. They 
will appear in court tomorrow, 
as will Jury Cemmisstener Wil­
liam Goedwin.

Grand Jury Defandad
In an interview after court 

was recnseed until tomorrow, 
Lynn D. Compton, drtelf deputy 
Ciltriet attorney, intimated that 
he felt the Sirhan grand jury 
had repl•asent:ed a crods-sectien 
of the eommtlntly. .On the 23- 
mrmbrr jury, he said. were two 
Negroer, one Mextean-Ameriann

Contend Indictment Should Be 

Set Aside Because Panel

As court ^opened ^^ >1 
Compton opposed th^m0ttonto| 
quash the indtetment. Hei 
a,rgued that. “eyen stipulating 
the validity” of the ayldenca! 
the defense was prepared to 
offer, “it really is ir•rrlryant 
to this case.” . , ■

Centending that there must 
be some aIlegatton that,a jury 
etherwlre constituted would 
not have returned the same in­
dictment, Mr. Compton said:

<s^■:Wi!^'stbmt^

ter how a gr-and jury was con-t 
stituted in this case, coupled 
'with the admission that this 
'man fired the shot, that nothnig 
'but an indictment could have 
'resutted.”

In turn, Mr-. Cooper declared: 
“Our contention is that the 

system itself has .the effect of; 
being discriminating/’ „ ■ i

In the view of the dafenrr, 
he added, “this is a question । 
of constitutioaal dimensions.,

Superior Court Judge Hei--) 
bert V. Walker, who is pre­
siding at the trial, denied the 
prosecution move to shut off' 
the argument, permittrng the I 
defense to go ahead with its' 
testimony. _ _ „

Robert E. Schultz, a profes­
sor in 'the Department t^ Fi­
nance at the Universlly of Cali­
fornia, was then called to the 
winness strand as an expert on 
seetelogteal demography., Mr. 
Schultz made a study of the 
persons nominated for ptllible 
grand jury duty last year:.

■ Under questkmmg by M'. 
'Cooper, he testlfled, with the 
aidlitfjOTomaps. that hs study 
had'shown that £oSe2Oi0

62-&2D 
NOT RECORDED

juy-. panel did not,propor/nn-! 
atefy represent yetn^^'acults, 1 
Negroes. the .working class. 
lower rconomic>groups or-those 
with less than a coUege educa- 
tiion. .

For instalicl!, using 19™ 
Census Bureau fuguees for com- 
p&ison, Mr. Schulte said. that, 
30 per cent of the member's of ' 
(the jury panel could be das-, 
sifted as professional o' tech- . 
nical workess, while only1 14 
per cent of the ctuntyls popu- . 
latten fell into that category/. ■

Most observers at the Hall of , 
Justin hrre do not expect Judge , 
1Walker to uphold the _drfrnle : 
Motion to quash the indfctm^nt. , 
In fact, the drfrnle attorneys 1 
’are known/o be „mgin!y.»in- 
^restOTintettnig tha:'ehaTIenlga 

ionHieJee0r3> pooydnl^hamp 
withrenothe' possible point °r । 
'appeal should Sirhan be een- 
■vppted of fisst-degree murder

T'he motion was first pre- • 
Isented before jury seleetilon 
।began, but both sidles aereed at . 
that timie to postpone a^M 
on it until the dafenae 
tmie to gather mtreav-d^’-• ■

Now, with the main ti^ of 
12 jurors seated, m adion is 
expected on tee ^s. ^X 
alternate jurors until tie evi-i 
dener is on the motion te qtadh\ 

I the indictment, and Judge 
I IT rAfti,/^. taildi 11 non it. — Im
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Case Mast Unusual

Sirhan Tria1 Delay Is Typical
By RICHARD STARNES J

1 Scripps-Howard Staff Writer <v ,
। LOS ANGELES, Jan. 29 — The slaying of Sen.
। Robert F. Kennedy was not a typical crime in the 
■ epieemic of wrongdoing that is lacerating the 

,1 nation, and defendant Sirhan B. Sirhan is no com­
; mon hoodhmi.
, . But the glacial pace of the trial of Mi". Sirhan is 
1 wholly characteristic of the plteeing etlibel•ation 
with which criminal justice is d’spensed in the

. Unitte Staites.
. Grant B. Chhpel•, the soft-spoken and courtly 
chief defense counsel for the accused assassin, 

; has chni!eded in open court that his mttey, 
' wheyffcedd client fitte the shot that took the life 
, of Sen. Kennedy Hast June 5. But the trial of Mr. 
, Sirhan promises to last at ltait another thr-ee 
monhhs. .

, Mr. Sirhan was anadgned and pled not guilty 
last Aug. 2. Trial was set for Nov. 1 and was 
posp:lOIted twice. It started in the heavily guardfdi

, superior coui-t of Judge Herbert V. Walker Jan. 7.
, Three weeks later the jury'has not been finaUy 

’ i selected.

and was rejected by Judge Walker. (It was re­
newed the next day, and was again rejected, but 
not until the 69-year?old trial judge had patiently
listened 
er.)

While 
dure is

to additional arguments from Mr. Coop-

California’s far-out murder trial proce- 
undoubtedly contributing to the delay m

Casper

Conrad
Fe

l®ivae
Tav ell
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MORE PRELIMINARIES
i Toefy, as the leadftooted pr•ticeellines resume 
1 after a ftul’-eay recess, thei-e were ’till two 
I timeioensuming prelimmaries impeding the ac- 
1 tual tr-ial. Althio eight men and four women have 
■ tentatively been seated as juross, six alternates 
; remain to be selected. Since ntlthtr prteecutltn 
| nor defense has exhausted ptTempttry chal­

lenges, choosing the six alttr:•eat:te could drag on
■ for the rest of the week. . .
1 Mr. Cooper said he would subpena more than 
; 100 Los Angetes County judges to support his plea 

to quash the meictmtet — a plea hbservees felt
1 was a doomed ploy intended only to lay the 

nounewtrk for an appeal if Mr. Sirhan is convict;­
- ed.

There is also one more motite to be argued. - 
- Mr. Cooper and his two aeeisfanSs.today will seek 

elemieeal of Mi". Sirhan’s ieei.ctmtnt on the
_ gr•tued that'the grand jury that leturMd ti did 

not repretent a fair cross section of the communi­
ty. Substantially the same argument was used m 
'an e'areeF-mhtion to diemies the petit jury paetel,.^

Mr. ’ Sirhan’s trial, delay for delay’s sake is a 
time-hnnored weapon in the US. trial attorney’ 
armory. In California trials that result in a ver­
dict of firse-degree murder, the trial jury must1 
then listen to additional evidenee in mitigation ra­
in aggravation of sentence and then must decdee' 
between life imprisonment or death in the gas I 
chamber. ' ।

The ‘'penalty'” verdict must be ueanimuus, just, 
as the guilty-not-guilty verdict must be. This ehu-, 
bles the possibility of a hung jury and of a mis-1 
trial, and it led to this exchange between Mr., 
Cooper and a reporter during a chur-hoste cott-- 
etr interaew: |

What happens, Mr. Chhper was asked, .if tie! 
jury agrees on a fir:•st;-etgrtt. guiltty verdict but i 
can’t agr-ee when it latter must decdee on penalty? 

’ "It means,” Mr-. Cooper replied cheerfully, i 
'that a whole new jury must be selected to fix I 
the penalty. And since the new jury has not heard 
any of the evdtenee, practical everything can J 
be TeinltlOeluced - not just evidenee in mitigation । 
or aggravation.”

NATIONAL TREND
Califorma, however, has no mono]toty on end-

T'he Washington PWt
Times Herald____________

T'he Washington Daily News ^3 
T'he Evening Star (Washington) _ 
T’he Sunday Star (Washington)----  
Daily New's (New York)
Sunday New's (New York)----------
New York Post________________ 
T’he New York Timesless cl-iminal triass. At the begnnung of the cur- i

r-ent fiscal year there were 14,763 crimmal cases [ The Sun (Baltimoee) 
pending in F'tetral Dletrict churis, of which near--।
ly 2,000 had been hanging fire for more than tw | 
years, 2,055 had been in litigation more than a | 
year and 2,408 had been pendmg more than six 
monhhs. . i

Judge Walker, who is presiding over the Suto 
trial, is due to retire in June. He has sat on more 
than 100 murder cases, of whi.ch 18 r-esulted in 1 
death penalties. One of these was the celebrated ; 
tr-ial of sex offender Caryl Chessman, who went 
to Califonua’s gas chamber in 1960 — more than 
12 years after his arrest and indictments ■" "~" -

T'he Daily World 
The New Leader 
The Wall Street Journal 
T’he National Observer . 
People's World----------  
Examiner (Washington) .
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I Aiownd the Nation i*^

Dozen Sirhan Jurors Seated, 
But Any Can Be Challenged• y . . : ,Oe^
LOS ANGELES—Too 

• new jurors were tentatively 
| seated yesterday in the trial 
; of Sir-han B. Sir-han for the 

muodeo of Sen. Robert F.
1 Kennedy.

This brought to 12—threr 
' women and nine mm—the | 

number who- wror seated ; 
.tentatively in the jury box. I

< However; any of the 12 
could be excused on a 

; preemplPla challenge from 
the prtircutitn or the de- | 
flense. It appral-s likely that 

■ the defense, at least, will 
use all its 20 prrrmpltl•a 
chal'enees and hence the 

1 irlrctitn , of 12 jurole. and 
I six alternates could take an- 

pthro two weeks.
Superior Court Judge 

I , Herbert V. Walker has told 
I ' jury candidates the trial 
| may last “three or more 

| mpnths.”)'

6 Jurors Accepted 
f . NEW } ORLEANS—The 
[ , fifth and iixthJurors accept- 
| ' able to the defense and the 
| prosecution were selhcted in 
I th' Clay Shaw conspircay 
’ ll'ial.

TTr,1slpw pace indccated 
that the case Diilricl Attor­
ney Jim Garrison is bring- 
’ing against Shaw and the: 
Warren Cpmmieston will not 
begin until next week at it- 
harlielt. . ■

IGarriitn has charged that 
Shaw, a 55^aeao-pld .retlred 

' businessman, .plotter! the as- 
easiination of Pr•riidrot ]

, Kennedy with two men now । 
drad—pHot David Fer-rie 1 

. and Lee Harvey : Oswald, 
, who the Warr-m report says 
' committed the mul’dro alpire | 
। and unadded. ’ ■

The prosecution subpoe-1 
| nahd lTr•hr mtrr persons 
| ahsterdyy. Among .ttlhm was i

Dr-. Robert . Rd. Shaw of Da-­
las, who attended Gov. John 
Connally of Texas, who was 
riding with PohiidhntKen- i 
n.edy and was wouhueu’. “"'

Addendar^

RMGHi, N.C. -cThe.;: 
. United Church of Christ 

will come to the defense, of 
Marie Hill., a 17-year-olW Ne­
gro girl sentenced to die in 
the North- ■ Carolina gas 

, chamber for . murder and 
robbery. ‘

T'he church also announced 
thafci it would intervene ;to 
block the execution of .an 
Indian youth in South Dako- 
to ,aiLpalt^.Pf aineWM‘,Qr'usa^re

David / Stein.? &=Brtsh j

artiskwho made mtor than 
$165,000 painting aOflPlgrO'- 
ies—tome of which he sold 
with1 th' paint “barely dry" 

, —wa<is sentenced to serve 2% ।
to 5 years in New York state 
prison.. ■

, * Dr. Cart CoppoIipb,. ac­
; quitted in a 1966 muodro 
j trial in N'w Jersey but ’later 1 
convicted of an0lhr0 killing । 
in Florida, lost his Iccense to ' 
practice in New Jersey. He , 

1 now is serving a srnl;rsnce.in I 
a Fl00KalPr'elPO. I

54 FEBf! 1959

Caspei _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt---  
Gale — 
Rosen _ 
Sullivan 
Tavel _ 
Trotter - 
Tele. Room 
Holmes ----  
Gandy

FMt
The Washington Post A 7

Times Herald__ ___ ___  
The Washington Daily News _ 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
T’he Sunday Star (Washington) . 
Daily New's (New York)_____  
Sunday New's (New York)____  
New York Post_____________  
T'he New York Times_______  
T’he Sun (Baltimore) ________  
The Daily World__________  
T'he New Leader
The Wall Street Journal ---------  
T'he National Observer----------  
People's World-------------------- 
Examiner (Washington) ----------

Date
JAN 2 4 1963

46 FEB 7 1969



1

0-20 (Rev. 7-27-67)
Tolson __________
DeLoach ________
Mohr---------------------
Bishop -----------------
Casper-----------------
Callahan--------------
Conrad--------------
Felt_________
Gale-------------------
Rosen ---------------
Sullivan------------
Tavel---------------
Trotter--------------
Tele. Rooim
Holmes-----
Gandy -------

[064 A
1 IIRHAO 1/24 NX

BY KATHLEEN OEUMEYER _
LOS ANGELES (UPD—SIRHAN B. SIRHAN, WHO HAS REMAINED RELATIVELY 

UNMOVED DURING THE LONG PERODDS OF HAGGlIIGG OVER A JURY WHICH WILL 
TRY HIM FOR THE MURDER OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY.. CHUCKLED THURSDAY 
WHEN KENNEDY’S SLAYING WAS DESCRIBED AS "A POLITICAL ASSASSINATION."

THE ONE-TIME RACETRACK EXERCISE BOY CHARGED WITH GUNNING DOWN 
THE PRESIDENTALL ASPIRANT. LEANED OVER TO WHISPER ANIMATEDLY WITH 
HIS LAWYERS, APPARENTLY AMUSED BY THE REMARK BY DEP. DIIT. ATTY. 
DAVIDFLETS, WHO SAID "MOST PEOPLE HAVE HEARD OF THU CASE 
AND KNOW OR BELIEVE IT WAS A POLITICAL ASSASSINATION."

FILTH JOUSTED WITH CHIEF DEFENSE ATTORNEY GRANT B. COOPER OVER 
COOPERS ASKING A. PROSPECTIEE PANELIST IF SHE WOULD "LEAN" TOWARD THE 
DEATH PENALTY IF CONVINCED SIRHAN KILLED KENNEDY "DELIBERATELY, 
WILLFULLY AND PREMDITATEDLY."

SUPEAOOR COURT JUDGE HERBERT V. WALKER SUSTAINED FITTS’ 
CONTENTOON THAT COOPER COULD INQUIRE ABOUT THE JUROR’S VIEWS ON 
CAPITAL PUNISHbENT IN GENERAL, BUT COULD NOT ASK WHAT PENALTY SHE 
FAVORED JIN THE SIRHAN CASE BEFORE SHE HAD HEARD ANY EVIDENCE.

COOPER SAID. "I DON'T KNOW HOW TO PLUMB THE DEPTTHS OF A JUROR’S 
MIND WITHOUT ASKING THESE QUESTIONS." BUT REPHRASED IT TO ASK MRS. 
IRMA 0. MARTINEZ IF SHE WOULD BE PREDISPOSED TO THE DEATH PENALTY 
IF "JOHN DOE" WERE CHARGED WITH MURDER.

SHE WAS TEOTATIVELY ACCEPTED AF TER SHE REPLIED, "I CAN’T MAKE A 
DECIIOON WITHOUT KNOWING THE FACTS IN THE SPECIFIC CASE."

THE DEFENSE USED IT'S FIFTH PEREMPTORY TO EXCLUDE MISS CAROLYN
FREEMAN, A BLONDE TELEPHONE COMPANY WORKER, WHO SAID SHE FAVORED THE 
DEATH PENALTY IN FUST DEGREE MURDER CAKES, AND THE PROSECUTION 
EXERCISED IT'S 6TH PEREMPTORY AGAINST JAMES B. AVERY', A MAIL CARSIES.

MRS. PATRICIA AODESSCO WAS EXCUSED AFTER SHE SAID THE LONG 
JURY SERVICE WOULD INCCNVEOIENCE THE BANK WHERE SHE WAS EMPLOYED.

HER EXCLUSION FOR CAUSE. A DAY AFTER SHE WAS TENTATIVELY SEATED, 
ENDED A DEFENSE HEADACHE ON HOW TO GET RID OF MRS. ANDERSON. WHO 
HAD EXPRESSED A PREDUECTOON TOWARD THE DEATH PENALTY DURING SECRET
QUESTIONING IN CHAMBERS.

THE DEFENSE HAD SOUGHT TO DIIMIII HER ON LEGAL GROUNDS BUT WALKER
DENIED THE MOTION. AFTER A CONFERENCE IN CHAMBERS THURSDAY, MRS 
ANDERSON TOLD THE CCUAO HER EMPLOYER SAID "MY JOB IT NOT 
JEOPARDY BUT MY ABSENCE WOULD BE A HARDSHIP TO THEM."

MAS. MARY LOU BUSBY, A SANDY-HAIRED SCHOOLTEACHER REPLACED 
.MISS FREEMAN AND ALBERT N. FAEDEAICC. WHO WAS BEING QUESTICOEI 
J WHEN COURT ADJOURNED FOR THE DAY, FILLED AVERYS SEAT 
1 FM/WASIMES TOP clipping

NOT’RECORDED/-1

FROM 1{J

4FEB11 ^^d Fi
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057A 
SIRHAN 1/23 NX 
BY KATHLEEN NEUNEYER

. LOS ANGELES (UPI)-RIINE MEN AND THREE WOMEN WERE SEATED IN THE 
JURY BOX TODAY IN THE TRIAL OF SIRHAN B. SIRHAN, BUT IT WAS POSSIBLE 
NONE WOULD TRY THE 24-YEAROLD ARAB IMMIGRANT FOR THE MURDER 
OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

| IT APPEARED LIKELY THE DEFENSE WOULD USE ALL ITS 2 0 PEREMPT'ORY 
CHALLENGES AND SELECTION OF 12 JURORS AND SIX ALTERNATES COULD TAKE

I ANOTHER TWO WEEKS.
THE DEFENSE WAS ALMOST CERTAIN TO USE A PEREMPT'ORY AGAINST MRS. 

PATRICIA ANDERSON, A BRUNETTE EMPLOYE OF SECURITY PACIFIC NATIONAL 
BANK. SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE HBERT V. WALKER DENIED A DEFENSE MOTION 
WEDNESDAY TO EX:CL.TJDE MRS. ANDERSON ON LEGAL GROUNDS BECAUJSE OF TESTIMONY 
SHE GAVE IN CHAMBERS. WHICH WAS NOT DISCLOSED IN OPEN COURT.

IT WAS BELIEVED THE CHALLENGE HAD TO DO WITH MRS. ANDERSON’S VIEWS
ON THE DEAT'H PENALTY. EXPRESSED PRIVATELY TO THE JUJDGE AND ATTORNEYS. „

STILL BEING QUESTIONED WHEN COURT ADJOURNED WEDNESDAY WAS RONALD
. G. EVANS. A TELEPHONE COMPANY EMPLOYEE WHO HAD NOT YET BEEN PASSED 

BY THE DEFENSE OR THE PROSECUTION.
' THE STRAIN OF THE TEDIOUS, REPETITIVE QUESTIONING OF JURORS WAS 1 
, TAKING ITS TOLL ON THE DEFENDANT. WHO APPV:ARE:D PALLID AND BROODING
IN SHARP CONTRAST T'O HIS HIGH SPIRITS DURING PREVIOUS PROCEEDINGS.

SIRHAN LISTENED CLOSELY AS HIS ATTORNEYS INEEROOGTTED PROSPECTVVE I
PANELLIST'S. DARTING FREQUENT, TNSMILINGLY GLANCES AT HIS MOTHER. MARY, 
AND YOUNGER BROTHER, MQTER,. SEATED IN THE REAR OF THE COURTROOM. HE 
FIDGETED AND ROTHER HIS NAILS.

MRS. SIRHAN BROUGHT A BOOK FOR HER SON, "THE DECAEENCY OF JUDAISM 
IN OUR TIME,- BY MOSHE MENUHIN, BUT A COURT OFFICIAL RETURNED 
IT AFTER THE NOON RECESS. TELLING HER, -HE ALREADY HAS THIS ONE."

EVER CHIEF EEFENSE COUNSEL GRANT B. COOPER SUFFERED FROM THE 
MONOTONY. JUDGE WALKER HAD TO TELL THE ATTORNEY TWICE T'O BEGIN
questioning a prospectvee juror. „

COOLER APOLOGIZED, "I MUST HAVE BEER WOOLOATPERROG, YOUR HONOR." 
BY WEDREPIAO, TEDPROSECUTION AND THE DEFENSE HAD USED NINE OF 

THEIR COMBINED 40 PEREMPT'ORY CHALLENGES T'O ELIMINATE JURORS.
THREE OTHERS HAD BEER DISMSSSED FOR CAUSE ARD 27 BECAUJSE SERVICE ON 
THE PROLONGED CASE WOULD BE A PERSONAL HARDSHIP. /z * <^7^4

FM718AVS 62r587_
NO^RTCORETETOP CLIPPING

DATED-li 
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3 Women Dropped - 
From Sirhan Panel

By THEO WILSON D
SlOff Correspondents of THE News

Los Angeles, Jan. 22—Defnnse Attorney Emile Zola 
Berman walked down the corridor today where reporters 
and spectators line up to be frisked tor the Sn-han Sirhan 
trial and saw two college kids sitting on toe floor, drinking

Tolson ---------------- 
DeLoach ------------  
Mohr--------------------- 
Bishop----------------  
Casper---------------  
Callahan------------- 
Conrad ---------------  
Felt----------------  
Gale------------------- 
Rosen ----------------  
Sullivan -------------- 
Tavel -----------------  
Trotter--------------  
Tele. Room ---------- 
Holmes ---------------
Gandy -------------------

coffee.
Berman stared and said, tongue 

in cheek:
“What s it;, are we being pic­

keted?”
What the college kids, who 

were there to attend the trial, 
. aw today ’prob­
ably was Inter­
esting but not 
very under­
standaWe to
them.

The proscut- 
ors used per­
emptory chal­
lenges to get 
grandmotherly 
types — a wi­
dowed nurse 

' was the first 
prospective ju­
ror seated last

EmHe Zola 
Berman

on a murder jury which acquiteed 
the defendant.

Sirhan is accused of killing 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in June.

Another Is dropped
Sirhan’s defense lawyess 

bumped out a telephone company 
service representatiee.It was presumed the defense 
thought she was too “fstablish- 
ment” for their purposes. They 
are looking for jurors who can 
identify with Sirhan as an under­
dog. They also want jurors who 
are educated enough to grasp 
about Sirhan’s state of mind 
when he alleged^ killed I^nhedytr The Washington Post

Timies Herald__ _______________

week, and a retired antique shop 
owner who said she once served ^------------- -------K---* g~T

The Washington Daily News---------- 
The Evening Star (Washington)-----  
The Sunday Star (Washington) _,_ 
Daily New's (New York) TO. 
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post_______________
The New York Timms----------------------
The Sun (Battimoee)------------------------
The Daily World_______________
The New Leader-----------------------------
The Wall Street Journal ------------------
The National Observer--------------------
People’s World-------------------------------
Examiner (Washington)) --------------------

_ JAN 2 3 m
Date________________

^ - 587-A
NOT I RECORDED
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' 5Trospective Jurors I 
.Excused in Sirhan Case '

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer •

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 22- 
I Prosecution-and defense attor- 
1 neys narrowed their choices 
I today for a jury to try Sirhan 
, B. Sir-han. The death penalty! 
; was clearly paramount in the 
; maneuvering. ■
; Five prospective juross were 
. eli mn n at e.-d as both sides 
, stepped up their use of pe- 
। .remptory challenges—tee slow 

but final phase of the, rVlvc- 
• ■ tion process. - . ,
' Among those unseated by'
' the prosvcutmn wasa widowed 
■ nurse, with a son about Sir- 

han’s agV,. who had waveved 
j under questioning last week 

when she was asked aboht 
■ .rendllig the young Arab im­

migrant to the gas chamber.
Deputy District Attorney 

■ John E. Howard and David N. 
' Fitts also eliminated two other 
i paneiis’s, includmg a rotired 
i sales manager’s wife who had 
. voted down a firstdegroe mur­

der char-gee in another case 
when she served as a juror.

. The State has served notice

that it intends to press for the 
death penalty against Sirhan 
for the arrarrinaiion of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy/. ‘ .

The 24-year-oW Jorcaanaan’s P, 
lawyers spent only two of their i 
peremptory. chaUeness today, ■ 
unrvairng one woman for un- J 
disclosed remarks made in 
Judge Herbert V. Walker's pri­
vate chambers and another 
woman that defense' invesiiga- 
tors had said'they, were uneasy j 
about. '

Chief defense counsel Grant i 
B. Cooper'.also tried to chai-; 
lenge "for caurv” Patricia An-1 
dersoh, a bank v.m.p°tye who 
had indicated in questioning 
before Judge Walker that she 
would lean toward the death' 
penalty for Sir-han if he should 
be con-viceed of premeditated, ■ 
firat-degree murder-. - I

Judge Walker denied the re- I 
quest;. Mrs. Andesoon report- 1 
edly said she' might change 
her st;ancv if the defense pr-o-
duced mitigaimg evidence; at'; 
the svcond, “penalty” trial, req-;

i uisit;e in Califorma for firs--1 
j degree murder cases. 1 
| Her answers wer-e elicited at 
1 the secret rvsron held with ■ 
'. each prospective juror io;
Judge Walker's chamlleert. Be­
fore Shir, questioning about ■ 
the dqath penalty has been . 
’conducted only in open court, 
with the private sVsrion re- !| 
served for such issues as poli- j 
tjcs and exposuro to “proud-’

• publcnty.’’ "- . ;l

, Callahan -------------
Conrad------------------
Felt___  /.X
Gale ------
R°rel^yC!C--------------
SuH^an--------------
Tavel ------------- :----
Troteer------------------
Tele. Room ---------
H°lmvs ---------------
Gandy -----------------

The Washington Post I
Times Herald___ L

The Washington Daily New's------------
The Evenuig Star (Washington)--------
The Eunciaty Star (Washington)---------
Daily New's (New York)
Sunday New's (New York)
New York Post___________________
The New Yor-k Timies
The Sun (Battimoee) 
T'tlv Daily World---------------------------
T'he New Leader_________________
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer
People's World--------------------------------
Examiner (Washington) —---- -----------

Date____________________________

no csflwuwi tv^ssuiMSi muKSBES
NOT RECORDED
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T LSirhan Counsel Accents
bzl ' Bx George Lardne Ji? ~/ —-'   ------------------- -—1

I Cooper-, has indicated that he 
would pi-ess for assointmeot 
of an entirely new jury where 
similar issue!’ about the death 
pesrafefc^sould bg_rairtd all

- over again._________

46 JAN 23 1969

Warhln-ann Post Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 16-A 

balding Jewish clothier was 
tapped today as a prospective 
juror for Sir-han B. Eirhan’s 
murder trial, raising the reli-
gious issue in court for 
first time.

His answers apparently 
isfied defense attorneys

the

sat- 
for

। the young Palestinian Arab 
’ aciusgd of arrassinating Sen.
i1 Robert F. Kennedy.

■ Benjamin Glick;, the pro­
. prietor of a ready-Oo-warr 

clothing business who moved 
hgI•g from New York five 
years ago, was added to t;he 
still tentative jury'panel after1 
questioning both in the rourt-; 
r-oom and at a closed session1 
in Judge Herbert V. Walker's 
private ihamberr. He was; 
said not to be active in any' 
Jew’sh or Zionist organiza-l 
tie ns. ' |

'For the . tr-ial, ’ Sir-han's de­
fense attoogsrs in-;tnd to stro”' 
the theme that the 24-year-old, 
immigrant was so obrtrstd by 

, the Ara'b-Irragli conflict and’, 
, so enraged by Kennedy's 
I advoca'cy~'OFiBrsS. a-dAeJerapl 

; ‘ that he was incapaMe of calcw 
| "Mated, fh■o-dVgIge,.-- .gmo^ 
j They do not deny he shot Ken- 
i ,ntds-, however.

Glick told ihiti defense 
counse!! Grant B. Cooper that 
he knew of nothing in his 
,“rel:g'ious background or train­
ing or btlief” that would make 
it difficult for him to sit in 
judgment of Eii'tlan. He said 
firmly that he felt he could 
give the young Ar-ab a fair 
trial.. .

■ Bgsides Glick:, two others 
were added today t:o the pros­
pective jury santr, making a 
total of 10 rineg questioning 
rtar-;ed Monday. They inilod- 
ed the attractive young wife- 
of a Glendaee mortician, Mrs.. 
Sharon A. Enggr, and a long- 
timie empooye of the L°® An­
geles Dtsart;mtnt of Water, 
and PoW't!i-, Gilbert V. Grace. ;

The prosecution opened to-| 
day’s session with one prot;e'st| 
after another in an effort tai 
dump another pro■speetige 
woman juror who said yesler-' 

| day she was flatly opposed to. 
I sending - Sirhan to the, gasj

Jolin E. Howard told new's-' 
SfeS^that to keep her on the

1 dow'n, if not eliminaee, death 
penalties” in Californiaa.

Judge Walker withhedd any 
final ruling on the juror, Mrs..! 
Alvina N Alvideez. But he: 
made it plain that his inclina-! 
tion was to reject the prose-'

- ration's demand t;o keep 
- off the Sir-han jury 
cause.”

Mrs. Alvddrez, th.e 21st

her
"for

pro-
spective juror catied for ques-1 
tioning, set the stage Wednes­
day when she (told the court 
that she could render a fair' 
verdict on Sirhans guilt or in­
nocence, but that she could 
never send him or anyone else 
to the gas chamber. |

"A guilty verdict:, yes,” she; 
said. "T’he death penalty, no' 
, . . under no circumstoners - 
whatsoever.” . I

The-prosecution could,'till i 
dismsss Mirs. -Alvideez wi.th a : 
peremptory challenge if they. ■ 
lose their bid t:o have her dis­
missed for cause. But Howard ■ 
said he ftar•ed that to do this : 
might pave the way for a, 

1 charge by Sir-han's attorneys 
1 that there had been a "syseem-, 
atie. oxlashm” of Jpiiiviuaais 
opposed t:o the death penalty. '

Howard went on, would rasse, 
prospect's of a hung jury un-i 
able to choose between life lm-| 
’prisonment and the gas cham-1 
ber.

Under Californaa law, a sep- 
araee trial is held to deter­

, mine the penalty in first-deo 
■ gree mur-der cases. The same, 
I ;jui•oi■i oroally fix the sooirh-| 
I men,, but a separate ,iOIS can 
be appointed "for good cause.” 

। But this, Howard main- 
I taiotd, would, in effect, re­
quire the case to be treed all 
, over again and qoi-:t porsibSy 
befor•t a "truly death-oriented 
limy” that might produee 
ifeesh fair-trial probtems.
। The legal headaches stem; 
froas^the U.S. Supremee 
Court's roliog lart_y.gar in

Jewish Juror.

.Tolson _
>Loach 
wohr- ch 
BistoP^r 
CarstI '-----  
Call(than 
ConBad
Felt--------  
G 
R. 
S

other cases, incluciing a subse- 
। quent decision by the Califor­
nia Supreme Court;. .

, Io Withersoonn, the U.S. Su- 
• pr-eme Court held that pro­
; s.pective jurors could not be 
(dismirgid for cause simply be­
; cause they had conscienooss 
objeitionr to the death pen­
alty.

■' Mrs. Alvddeez’ dgilaraOions, 
h however, rasse new probtems, 
Tt;haok:r in part to California’s 
two-act murder tria's.

Judge Walker hinted that he
I might try to resoWe the issue
1 —if Mrs. Alvddeez is ^eaate-— 
'i by assoiotiiog an alternate 
juror to take her place for the 
seoalts trial. Sir-han’s chief 
defense counse-, Grant B.

Tavel 
Trotter 
TvIv.. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy -------

1^

The Washington Post ' - 2.
Times Heradi - H, U

The Washington Daily News---------  
The Evenmg Star (Washington)-----  
The Sunday Star (Washmgom)-------  
Daily New's (New York) :
Sunday New's (New York)
New York Post_________________
The New York Times
The Sun (Ba-timote)
The Daily World______________  
The New Leader________________  
The Wall Street Ji>omal
The National Observer
People's World--------------------------
Ex;amintir (Washington)------------------

_ JAN 17 1969
e Date_________________1-5882x11.—
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4

Tolson ------
DeLoach —

Mohr ----------
Bishop-------

Casper------
Callahan —
Conrad ------
Felt_______

t Gale -^ 
|Rosen _^_ 
\Sulliaan ---

Tavel -------
Trotter-----
Te^e. Room
Holmes -----
Gandy -----------------  n

DhahCpPnMtllY Foe^n^Sirha? Tria
, 4 By George Lardner Jr.. SupeRbo Court Judge Her-'.-. ..under no eir<uimstnnces - arat' trial is held to detec­
) waalluarl?Il,Pratstaff.Wl■iter ' ' ■ Oe'rt V. Walk;er withheld any whatsoeveri” ‘ ; ' .../mine-the penalty in fiast-dc-

LOS ANGELES,-Jans. 16 — fina ruling ot the juror, Mrs. The .prraeeUtirn,.eou1d 'till । ggrr ‘murder cases. The same 
> The prosecution unte^edone a^I^, 'Alvidrez. But he dismi's-Mrs-A^ with a., ^ss;^'^!^ fix the pun'sC- 
( p^oteat' Uf^er Unrther todayin made" If plain ■ that his inclina- peremp^^Pr7^.ehill■l?aee ferey,’ment, Out a separate jury can 
>an.eff^ri ^ dump ^lprrspfec madeit p?:.??™"?! lose "heirOid to ^^ds'heWi^^ 
^ife^oman juror ftly~op^lrn was , But ^ • Howard: 'mah_-

posed to sending Sirhan B. tions efforT to keep her ofr said hie feared that to do-this ta^-nn would in effect, re- 
Sirhan to his death. the Sirhan jury "for cause.” might p-ave t;he way for a^^ ’hc caS(;’ tr :oe tI.i,[ all

Deputy District Attorney; Mrs. Alvidrez, the 21st pro- charge Oy Sirhan'.attorneys- ouer again and ’quite p'raaibly
John Ei. Howard told newsmen apectvre juror called for ques-|that there had Omni “ayase-mfrbefore ’a “truly drat'h-orieflred 

Ot|at^iStllCkeeP'■hrr'4Vr^rthenj|u»y Sicming, srtl'th.r aSaae-Wtednes-iaSic;;eXeluaW“hOf'4^*^ "tHst "might'‘•pflidure
er®d|erneriRly (slowdown. day whl;nahrytrld the..cruIt.pppra#>ftl:drath! pm^ fair-trial pi-obtemsf^
if not eliminate, death prnaI---ShaS ahr.'.could render • a.fair >■■ ToGkeep^mer on'jthejjury^ Trie 1ml headach'es’ stem 

’■tirs*ln■Cilifrglial^■'■'*5^J■^^ guilt or in- ‘.Howard went'o®; would rasee--nam '«.t' G ur.Sj ” Supeeme
The 2Lyrar_old SirhanerUlidj^nreenees, Out-that ..'he .^uld j p^spe^ a hung jury Un-icrurt'a ruling last year in 

? face the ga'S chamber'if;-cgO-never,send him or,.anyonO 4''i’■aOrtM:hooar Oetween Iffe im'.WitherspTOn vs. - Illinois and 
victed' of first-egge'e-nurdel?>'to-thrWaa-eha•mW.,•^.• - G •vpriaonme:nt,a^nd the gas cham-1 other-Oases, includirig a'suOssj- 
in the aaaasairiiltion of Sen. “A guilty verdict, yes,” ahr her. J ■ ■^qUentdieelsirn Oy fMeCalifr_-

| RoOitS F. Kennedy. said. “The death penalty, not Under Californta law, a arp-- nia Supreme ^Crt^rt " 7 1 _

':: ;WWUhurspobnRhie uSTSUu 
premie: । Court L held' ShhtiproJfi 

■ ,spe^,tVee"j^irl5i«, coUM'Wt W 
dw'sed .for cause'simply Oe- I 
cause.they■had conscutrniious? 
objections to the death pen-i 

।alty- m v-p'^'
; u JMrs' ^1^’ declarations,, • 
j however* ran n'w-problems .
•thanks in part to' California's 
two-act murder tria's. .

■ . Judge Wker hinted that he 
7' might; try - to resolve the issue 
1'>--l^.'®ra0AMtfez^ia seated_  
' 0Sy appointing 'ah? • alternate' 
, juror-.to sikrelthrg, place-for the1 
penalty trial. Sirhan'! ’ chief' 
defense- ..counsel; • Grant Bi i

, WPer,.;has■iin'dicatea^ he'
. would*"' -forAppointment 
of a? entHWnew jury where 

eamiati..iasuea .about the death 
|.penalty could O' raise-d all 
over again. • 1....;., ■

■. Foath?;moment- ihe judge 
.took- the- arguments under-ad- 
isemllnt ■ *and',prOJe^!l^(l;wifl1 
questioning of -other prospec­
tive juross. The. , eighth;
Sh?™n A Engle.-' the young 
wW of a Gendl£TemrffecianJ 
wgpr»V^aliOn^ly'■apprr<V:w>i I

The Washington Post /) O
Times Herad--------------3-----  
The Washington Daily News ----  

Thie Evening Star (Washington) - 
The Sunday Star (Washington) --  

- Daily News (New York) -------------  
Ip" Sunday News (New York) ---------------  

New York Post_____________ 
The New York Times 

e 
e
e

The

Sun (Baltimore) —
Worker __________
New Leader
Wall Street Journal

The National Observer
People's World----------

Date

NOT RECORDED 
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__ Leslie LANEY. A_POST office supervisor; alfonso galindl, a

^Gilbert f. Grace, an employe of the lls angeles water Department.
J RT RULING WAS AIRS. ALVINA ALIIDRVz a
rHiTASANI'-LIOHIGO middle-aged woman who said shv could BRING IN a "IRST 
DEGRVV AURDVR VERDICT BUT THAT SHV COULD NEVER SEND THE ARAB 

bIMMIGRANT OR ANY OTHER PERSON TO THE GAS CHAMBER.
DEPUTY DIST. ATTORNEYS DAVID FITTS AND JOHN HOWARD ASKED 

THAT SHV BEDISMISSED BUT WALKER -- TEMPORARILY AT LEAST -­
OVERRULED THEIR CHALLENGE.

THE JUDGE INDICATED HV MIGHT PERMIT PERSONS OF HER CONVICTION 
TO BV SEATED AS ONE OF THE 12 REGULAR:-'JURORS UNTIL A VERDICT IS 
REACHED. IF II IS FIRST DEGREE MURDER WALKER MAY REPLACE SUCH 
PERSONS UNCHANGEABLY AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY WITH ONE OF THE SIX 
ALTERNATES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF OTTeN CE.

HOWARD ARGUED THURSDAY THAT A U.S. SUPREME COURT RULING IN 
THE 1?6LW1™RESOOON CASE. REVW^ CONVICTION, HAD RULED
THAT A PROSPECTIVE JURY COULD NOT BE AUTOMATICALLY EXCLUDED BECAUSE 
-CONSCIENTIOUS SCRUPLES OR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS" AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY CONTENDED THE.RULING DID NOT GO SO FAR AS 
* TO COVER A PERSON WHO SAID HE COULD NOT BRING IN THE DEATH PENALTY

OF

I IT WAS EXPECTED THE STATE MIGHT USE IT'S FIRST PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE 
TIME IN TODAA’S’ SESSION. ,

* CL34 5A.ES
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pore Women

Tentatively 0Kd

for Sirhan Jury
Selection of Trio Helps
AccetelatSe Process That
May Require Three Weeks

' BY DAVE SMITH
- - Times Staff Wrtttf .

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
. -r Under questioning byDep. Dht,. j 
। Atty. David N. Fitts;, Miss Freeman I 
I. . modified her answer, saying that > 
1 ; her verdict "woudd depend on the !

। mental liiittlds" of the dsiendlnt 1
, and whether he had been aggravat;- I 
ed or provoked into murder. . '

' "Now ait;sr all that iol-ds-rolI." said
■ Cooper, "let moask you again. If you ।
, were totally sure that flrstdeegs^ss;
,had been proved, would you lean to- j 
ward the death penalty or toward, 

' IIffe?"
, ' "I don't lean either way"' she, 
answered.-

,r- Judge Walker denied Cooper's j 
ich'aUenge. . . .
' Questioned on Prsjudise 1
i Cooper also asked Miss Freeman if
jshe felt any prejudge or disregard,
■for the science of psychiatry and its 
.various.,.diagnoshc tools, such as 

provtslonalty accsp)eld Tuesday as ■■htpinosi■s,:. listdstsctor i;sst;s, sodium I 
jury selection accsleaa'ted in the tsentalhol> and ink-blot tests. - ' . '
tai of Sir-han Bishara Sir-han;, । "No," she rep^ed each time. . '
accused tlaySr of Robert F. Kenne- m She said she could fairly weigh ; 
. - • ; ' testimony the defense will inll■oduse ■
y‘ ' \ ™ \ to show that Sirhan's state of mind. One woman was provtsionalty be^e. ^e luotj cnnli I

seated Monday.

‘ • Three more women jurors were

■ before the killing was such as to

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr-. 
Mr.

I Mr.
Mr.

Tolson
DeLoach....'.
Mohr ___

Conrad
Felt;..... 
Gato

Mr. Rosen ..Cj 
Mr.' Suilivan.?. 
Mr. Tavel ...... 
Mr. Trittsr... 

| Tele. Room__  
Miss Homes.. 

I Muss Gandy.....

8

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

II-1 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Callf.

ACiiVity in the small courtroom of 
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker 
centered on exhaustive (and repeti­
tious probing by prosecution, and de­
fence attorneys of prospective jurors.

Three of the most important anas 
1of questioning involve fiie effort of 
Ithe pretrial publicity on the jurors' 
• opinion^ on the 'case, the jurors' 
views on the death penalty and their 
attttudes on psychiatry. . 

: Carolyn L. Freeman was tenta­
tively seated on the jury, bu not 
until Grant B. Cooper, chief defense 
attorney, challenged hen on the 

!death penalty., ' , .

■ diminish; his responsibiiity for the 
; kilingr. ' , .

Cooper has said, r•spsaisdly that 
the defenee will not deny that Sir- 
han kihed Sen. Kennedy, but that it 
will show that obsessive thinkmg 
and an emotional frame of miiid af­
fected his capacity t;o formulate t;he 
specific intent;to commit firatdtegsS5 
murder. ,

For premeditated murder to be 
proven, the jury must be convinced 
that both the act of murder and the 
intent t;o murder wer’e clearly de- 
monstraeed btlsvidense.

Since the defenee has granted the 
formsr as an acknowledged fact;, it 

. is banking its dsfen!te of Sirhan on
Staees Her Views ■the hope t;hat the jury will accept

T'hat was when Miss Freeman, a their evidence of Sirhan’s limited

Date: 1/15/69
Edition: Home
Author: Dave Smith
EditorR^Nick-©* Wiliams
TiteCKensal?

clerk for Pacific Telephone Co., said ’ capacity to plan firs--degsee murder 
that in a case where.she was com- land then find him1 guilty on a lesser 
plst;sly convinced that wilfuur, dellb- ‘charge.__ 
erate, premeditated murder ^d 
been proved "I thmki I would lean 
toward the death penalty." \ 

Characte^: 
or •

Clattiiication: 56-156
SubmitUng Office: Los Angeles

I I Being Investigated

W W^-«> WAsa^iW 2^^ NOT RECORDED
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Charge Could Be Reduced i/Most Difficult* Task^ 
The"fBt--degeee murder chargeTT^tts asM hgr, asjm

;could bc reduced to eecond-degrce hasgadi prospective jur-, 
। murder, winch carries a sentence of or, Could you come down 
five years to Iffe. Fres--degeee from the jury room aM 

! murder convictions carry a penalty face Srnhan and tgl him
1 of Iffe imprioonment or death in thc .he must dig in thg gas 
gas chamber. ' chamber?"

Following acccpaance of M" "It wouid be the most 
difficult thing I've ever' 
had to do," she said, "but I 
could do it;."

■Three jurors were ex-

iFreeman, defence and prosecution 
; attorneys were fairly quick in 
■ approvmg Mirs;. Alicia Duke, an 
i accountant for thic Static Lands 
Divssooh, and Mirs. Barbara L.. 
Collins, a service representative for 
Pacific Telephone. ' ■ ,

1 ,Cooper and Fitts bot.h sccmcd imi- (),s if thc tial w^® to . 
pressed with Mrs. Dulce, who an- tak,C up the gxP^ w?1 

itwcred questions quickly, in a clear, S’ thge months. A fourth-!
was excused after he said ,

1 thc trial woudd bc a per: r

cused Tuesday after telling . 
the court they would suf­
fer loss of pay or even the;^

^ Plan Uncertain
But he did not say 

whether these tests would 
be introduced into 
evidence.

T’he XYY -syndrome is a 
recent scientific develop­
ment by some geneticists 
who claim that certain 
mages are born with an 

' extra.- Y chromosome for 
malenees, and. that- the 
presence of this extra 

. chromeso^le .carries with
it^a- tendency too resort,to... 
aggressive behavior. '

pressed With Mrs. Duke, 
;(wered questions quickly 

(direct tone.
J She also provoked somg; 
laughter in the. courtroqh 1 
when she’toldt CoopCs? she । 
had read very little about 

. the Sirhan case because; "B 
don't read either of the! 
Los Angeles’newpppcers." 

■ "Why?" asked Cooper.
' "Becauce I don't think 
the two Us Angers daily 
papers are very well-writ­
ten," she explained,. . ,

Has Own TV Set |
Shc tpld Cooper that/her. 

reading i.n ddd d.hCe 
eporte section of The 
Times, "the New York 
Times when eome!Olee 
hands it to me,"'and two! 
magazine subscriptions, to 
Time Magazine and Sports 
lUustrated.. ■ ■ ' J 
\ Shc does own a telcv--[, 
efon■egt, shc--,said, but! 
added!, "my son is t;hie only! 
onc who-watches (,it.-" ,/.'

' In question^ M*- Col-; 
lins, Fitts asked if shei 
would bc inciheed to be 
lenient in her verdict on' 
.Sirhan■ because-of his ap-1 
parent youth. i

"WouM you give the kid 
a break just because he's a| 
kid?" Fitts asked. , 1

"No,"-said Mrs. Collins..
■ Mrs. Collins also said she 

■ believed that the murder 
.of Kennedy made the case 
■ no bigger a murder simply! 
bgcausge the vict^m-wae| 
iprominent political figuce.!

jSonal, hardship because; 
Mllness in his home.

of .
......... t _

At a- news coneeeenee
l’ after ' adjournment/ de- ; 
•; • fcnee'attoI■ney Emlee Zola- 
ri- Berman of New York said 
i t,he selection of three, jur- 1 
I ors in onc -day made him ’1 
v feel "a l.ot more sanguinC.! 

1 today than when ,we, start- .
,cd," but he estimated that . 

"' ’ impaneUng thc jury ;wilV 
still take another 18. days,, 

Aftgr 12,juroes.aeg pro-l 
viefohally seated, both-de- 

, fense and prosecution may- 
cxercsee 20 peremptory.' 
challenges each to dsspose 

- of jurors about whom they 
have doubts.

Political Issue ,
■ Ask,Cd if thc •A1ab-esraelL 

■ ? political situation'; was-ex- 
pccted to figure in Sir- ' 
han's trial, Bcrman said i 

. the defense would not’ 
j.;nrtoducee-.:thg topics, but • 
y'that ithwould figure- mso- ! 
- far as' it-goes to explain ■ 

Sirhan's motivaiooss. ’
. "We will.offer' .scientific 
evidence • as well as t;hc 
history,' background, and.' 
problems of thg, dcfen-:; 
dant"' Bee-man; said, •'to.' 
support thie defence con-1 

' tentoon that the "intelecc- ‘ 
' - tual content necessary t;o a 

prcmedtiated art is Mt ■ 
present in this. case. That's 
going to bc our defence."

Bcrman confirmed that
Sirhan has been paaced 

- ■ under hypnosis and has ; 
< been administered the; 
, Rorschach (ink-Hot) test

aOd_ltg^teet for thg=XVY i 
i ChrdOoooomg syndronie. 1



DAILY ROUTINE—Menders of Sirhan B. Sirhan' tery of lights and cameras. From left: Adel Sirhan 
famffy make their daily trek to court and face bat- a brother, Mrs. Sirhan and a recoind brother, MUrnrr.

y Times photo by John Malinin
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Sirhan Defenses 
Stressing Use of ■ r

Mr-.
Mi-. 
Me. 
Mi-. 
Mr-.

Tolson__
D-ebiach.
Mohr.__
Bsshtp._..
Casper...

Mr-. Cp|plilm.. 
Mr. ComiL... 
are Feit 
Mr-. Gale 
Mr.-. R.ossn...M 
Mr. SalivalL 
Mr-- Tavei_  

: Ma.-. T)stltr„.. 
1 Tate.. Room__ 

d Miss Hi/iun-a.. 
A Mass Gandy.....

(Indicate page, name of 
(newspaper, city and s^11-)

clear that the This; m“rning, question,hg!, of 
"Lawrence K-. MorganrrTriieru3-- 
tional Business Machins com­
puter programmer, wm resume.

A^2 HeraldEtXami-ner 
Los Angeles, CaUf.

chiatrssts seeking to determrne 
, his mental state at the toe he 
1 shot Sen- Robert F. Kennedy.

provs only jurors who accept 
, psychiatry and hypnosS when. _
setectwn of the jury resumes Morgan is the firsS mme furor
today. to -earn, the detailed question-

■ The New York attorney, who ing stage. With the exception of 
„SXnt B,.^ and one man, GW D"*.*; 
Russell E. Paraons on Sirhan’s was excused when he testified 
defenee team when the trial he did n°s believe hf could ky 
opened 1Pha week/ said ht was Stilus aeenmte”
“<ranguine” 0Ven success in oh- exammsd. so far have been i 

! jurors 'reached leased either f“r reasons of-

Use of the hypnosis technique, ; 
which was hinted during relec- 
.Son of the jury for the msm 
accused of Kennedy’s assm^a- 
tion, was confirmed yesterday 
by Emlfe Zola Beman, one of lytsterday, 
his attorneys. ' But, he warned, jtmy retedw

Bei-man told a news confer- still is expected- so tekf aS

taining tentative jurors reached health or economic hardship. I
Although many business firms, 

make provtslon for their em-
eaJeZdiy aefeeswes 1^^ e ra days.” This P;eet^eX jst#1

had alS“ adminSatreed .he Ross’ A’ sir-han peterlaltety wati!h(d'lm“ii,Oh• refused'1 
chach or ink-Mot test;. Ht de- „lumly or ignored the pr“cetd-| Defense lawyers Opvs I1’. ' 
coed t“ dih«.sn«^„|^*t:; w•^aO!,..*non‘2,!a“.^:^.“,Jo^^^^

I,*1

Date: 1/15/69

ciimd °
saving he would lewe ths to 
tae ptychiatrtate.when W tes­
tify on Sirhans betaW.

women,
ed yesterday. 

They are:

snaatsaw an all-woman jury, but they we 
- known to bt concerned. [

For most of yesterday’s ses-!

Edison. Night Final 
a.».. John Douglas 
Edil„:, Donald Goodenow 
TiteL

i Each of the four jurors tenta- CaroUne Freeman, clerk for 
tivelv seated so far was passed he Pacific Telephone Compa- 
ii y "tt-hbv the detente only piatr he| 
testified he regarded ptvchaatyy| 
ias a “taie” science and hypno-, 
sis and Roschach tests as “va--1 
id" t.oo1s of that sc!ience. .

ny’ “Yellow Pages.” ,
Mrs. Alicia Duke, accountant

for the State Divl.tion of lands-. 
Mra. Barbaaa Collins;, a tele-

sion Sir-han did not acknowledge 
the courtroom pr-tstnct of Ms 
mother, Mrs. Mary Wa®ii 

itanRbroShitrs Adel and Munir (Jot)-1
In all prevoous days’ SjSsiongThi

Sir-han was .hypnotized in his 
is“lated cell “n the J30 f““r of; 
the Hall of Justice where he hast 
been held since 01s W» 
for.-Kennedy's sl.aymg, Junt 7r

phone company service repre­
sentative.

5 (They oW Mrs. R« «o?‘ 
na, widowed nurse, bringing the 

of jurors tentatively ac­
cepted so far to tour. q-y^ .

Char-acler:

or
Cipstificatim: 56“15o
. b.isin., ff t. Los Angeles
I—I Being Investigated
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EMILE ZOLA BERMAN 
Tells of hypnosis

has greeted them with a cheery 
wave.

Yesterday he only glowered 
at them until near the end of 
the session when he sheepishly 
grinned and rased his arm in a 
half-salute.

Judge Herbert V. Walker, who 
presides over the trial, yester­
day spelled out in detail the 
accommodations arranged for 
the jurors when they are “se­
questered” (locked up) during 
the trial. The 12 jurors finally se­
lected, and six alternates, will 
be kept under guard in a hotel, 
once they are sworn in.

Walker’s explanation came 
when Delos Bezold, a prospec­
tive juror, said he believed 
being locked in a hotel room for 
a three-month trial would leave 
him “climbing the wal’s.”

The judge explained that each 
juror would have a private 
room. There will be a special 
dining room and a “receaation 
room” for the juross. They will 
be permitted to watch and listen 
to “monitored” television and 
radoo.

He said the jury would be 
brought to and from court in a 
chartered bus.

.“The Sheriff and I,” Walker 
erfprafneny’1 here selected the

accommodations withal rtgauei 
for the personal comfort of the 
jury.”

Walker declines to name the 
hotel where the jury will be 
kept. That will be announeed 
only after the final jury is se­
lected and sworn.

When questioning resumes 
this morning, the defense will 
continue to seek only those ju­
rors who agree that, if it is 
proved, they will be wiling to 
accept the eetense of so-called 
dimimshed capacity.

Berman ytsterealy termed 
this the “primary defense” for 
Sir-hern..

He explained that the defense 
will seek to show that on June 5, 
1968, when Sir-han shot the New 
York Senator in a kitchen off 
the Ambassador Hotel’s Embas­
sy Room, he “did not have the 
inteltectlall content necessary 
for a premedtaated act (of mur­
der).”

Davd N. Fitts, deputy prose­
cutor,, who is handling jury se­
lection for the state, tootinuta 
to rase the question of the 
youth of the defendant.

He asked Mrs. Collins if, in 
view of Sir-ham’ age--24-tht 
would, “give the kid a break 
just because he's a kid.” ,

Mass. Collins,, who appears no 
older than Sir-han, answered 
with a firm “no.”

The jurors tentatively present 
thus far a study in contrast in 
age and style;.

Mrs.. Collins yesterday wore a 
modish yellow tweed suit and 
white accessories. Her hair is 
upswept and she wears "mod” 
hornrimmdd gllaises. She speaks 
in a low voi.ee, and even with a 
microphone is sometimes diffi­
cult to hear-.

Mrs. Duke, who cleary con­
siders herself an inteltectual, 
wears her hair in tight ringteis 
and speaks in a loud, clear 
voice..

Miss Freeman, who wor-e a 
shocking pink dressmaker 
dr-ess, also wear’s glasses and 
speaks deary.

Mrs. Molina, the oldest juror 
chosen so far, barel^Ttfurnf^rs.
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2d Sirhan Juror
Tentatively Ch°sen 
After a Challenge

Tolson  
DeLoach  
Mohr----------
Bishop------
Casper-----
Callahan
Conrad -----
Felt____

j Gale---------
U^oisen J^L

Sullivan —
Tavel -------
Trotter
Tele. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy

By George Lao'r01t!r Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 14 — 
A young bl.oi-<ee clerk survived 
a defense chahenge to her 
stand on the death penalt;y 
today to become a tentative 
juror at Sirhan B. Sirhan’s as­
sasSination trial. , ,

She was only the -second of 
12 canddiaess to get that far as 
defense and prosecuSion attor­
neys slogged through another 
day. of questioning, prospective 
panelSsts.
i Once 12 are tionled out, 

both the prosecution and the 
defense will have their first 
rpportunSty to xercsse ''the 
“peremptory chalejnge"” that 
they can use to knock prospec­
tive paoelittt out of the jury 

1 box without giving any rea­
sons.. .
i Each sirte is eotiter to 20 
peremptory chahengss and 
post, if'not all, of the first 12 
'to get through the chaleongss 
“for cause” could .be elim-- 
nated then.

M’s Carolyn R. Freeman, a 
' clerk with the Pacific: Teee- 
, phone and Telegraph Co., un­
derwent .prolonged questton­
ing by chief defense attorney 
Grant B. Cooper before beion 
chosen. .

In soft, soothing tones, 
Cooper asked her whether she 
would “teao toward the death 
penalty” for a refeodaoS who, 
she was convincrd, was guilty! 
of first-renree murder.“I think I would," she said. 
“Yes-, I would if I was totally

Almost all the other pro­
spective p-aneUste called.for 
questioning were excused 
after pleading hardship...The 
trial is. expected to last two' 
months once a jury is picked.: 
The j,dross will be locked up’ 
at night in a hotel where,' 
Walker told them with a 
smile, “you will have your' 
newspapess cut up in pieces’*
befoee being allowed to 
them.

“I’ll be climbing the 
after ;two weeks, behove

read

wall* 
me’"

one man told the judge. '
■ Other said they were afraid 

their 'compaintes might drop 
them from their jobs while 
still others said their employ­
ers would pay them only for 
20 t;o 30 days of jury duty. It its 
too early to tell what the 
jury's makeup will be but the 
newsmen, seem to favor? 
women juross. - -

f

/’ to

T'he Washington Post 
Times Heradd _

The Waehmnton Daily News _ 
The Evenmg Star (Waehington) 
T'he Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York)
New York P'ost _______ 
The New York Times
The Sun (Battimoee)--------------- 
Thee Daily World--------------------  
T'he New Leader
The Wall Street Journal  
The National Observer 
People's World----------------------  
Examiner (Waehington)---- ------

Copper demanded that she 
be dismissed “for cause.” But 
prosecutor David N. Fitts I

I came to her rescue. He asked I 
I her whether she would let . 
other factors influence her de­
cision.

In Califoraat, a separatee 
Wal, though usually beforei 
the same jury, is held to 
choose between life imprison-! 

^) ment and death in frsst-degiee! 
murder cases and mitigating 

■ evidence is allowed here as 
well as at the trial on the mur­
der charge itte!ff.

At length, miss Freema 
said her vote would depend on 
a defendant's mental atthude 
at the time of the offenee. Su­
perior Court Judge Herbert V. 
Walker rejected Cooper’s chat- 
lenge and she was added to 
the tentative panel along with 
a widowed nurse win passed 
muster yesterayy.

Date

not recorded 
191 JAN 21 1969 ,

R " "F
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X

K assassination of senator 
ROBERT F. -KENNEW—

joirdjnTAN Appears moody and depressed

Sirhan Frets as JuryPick Drags
By RICHARD STARNES
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES. Jan. 15 - Sirhan B. Sirhan, on 

trial for slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
seems moody and depressed at Californai’s slow, 
elaborate ritual of meting out justice.

The young Jordanian wiggled and fretted thru 
another day of jury pickiag in Judge Herbert V. 
Walker’ Superior Court yesterday, occasionally 
flashing a smile at his mother and two brother-s, 
but occupying himself principalty by slumping to 
a chair that seems too large for him and gnawing 
a knuckle. More and more often he darts stares 
of evident hostility at reporters who reem to be 
inspecting him too closety.

Opposing counsel again spent the day plodding 
thru endtessty repetitive questions addressed to 
prospective juross. By the timie the fffth session 
of the trial had, creaked arthritically into the 
record three mor-e juross had been tentativey 
seated. T'his brings the ioiaI to four, which means 
that if the trial’’present pace continuss itwill be 
at hast 21 moi-e days before 12 jurors and six 
ali;rralatrt can be found who are qualffted to 
wegh Mr. Sirhan’ fate.

JUDGE EXPLAINS DELAY
Judge Walker, 69, a .grandfatter-yy figure wito 

eyebrows that give every appraaanre of having 
i)rrn teased, appareatiy■ has become sensitive to 
critic’sm of the pace of the trial. At one srssjionts 
opentog he chided reporters who ostentatiously 
consulted, their watehss to verify that the pr:o- 
crrdmgs were not getting under way until well 
past 10 a. m. The judge explained-for the 
benefit of members of the press who are consult­
ing their waichrt” - that he had been meeting in

Tolson  
DeLoach _ 
Mohr---------  
Bishop------  
Casper----- 
Callahan 
Conrad----  
Felt------  
Gale-------- 

tRosen ^
Sullivan — 
Tavel 
Trottier 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy

chambers with prosecution and defense attorneys 
Siince 9:15.

AMENITIES FOR JURY
Judge Walker told the panel of pr-ospective ve­

niremen he had gone to somie pains to make toe 
jury as comfortable as possibfe. Each will have
hits own hotel room and there will be a common
recreation room “where the jury can watch moni- 
tor-ed TV, listen to monitored radio, and read 
cutup newspapers.” _ .

The judge also will permtt conjugal visits by 
the spouses of married jurors on weekends during 
the trial.

Neverteeless, most of the dozen or so who have 
been excused from service so far pleaded juiy 

• service would be an unclue hardship. A r-ich varte- 
ty of excltses has been offered. But only one 
pr-ospective juror told it like it really is:

“I spend four nights a week in hotels already,” 
a go-getting young salesman named Deods Bezote 
told the court:, “and if I were locked up every 
night for thr-ee montiss in a hotel Id be climbing 
the walls.”

Grant Cooper, courier, gray chief defense coun­
sel, told the court “the def:eitse doesn’t want a 
juror who fee’s like climbmg the walls.” Assist­
ant Bist. Atty. David N. Fitts agreed and Mr-. 
Bezote scamperdd happily out of the courtroom.

A lawyer told newsmen the “mam posture”’ of 
the defense would hie that his ‘ dimin’shed capac-- 
ty” precluded the premeditation necessary for a 
conviction on first degree murder charges and 
the death sentence. c -*'

■ The lawyer revealed Sirhan had undergoee hyp- 
nosss, ink blot tests and other psychological and 
psychiatric examination by experts whiich would 
be introduced as rvi<renre of his lack of “niteltec- 
tual content.”

C-hot

The Washington Post 
Times HeIaid___________ _

The Washington Daily News - 60 
The Eventing Stor (Washington) ------  
The Sunday StaI (Washington) --------  
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York)

I New York Post________________
; The New York Times
'• The Sun (Baltimore) --------------------
i The Worker__ ___________________
I The New Leader _ _______________  
|The Wall Sheet Journal .__________  
The National Observer_________ 
People’s World____________ _____

_Date

NOFrECoRded.
46 JAN 22 196939JAN 23W



0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68)

Casper---------------- 
Callahan-------------  
Conrad----------------
Felt — 
Gale
Rosen -------------
Sullivan--------------
Tavel ------------------
Trotter----------------
Tele;. Room ----------
Holmes ---------------
Gandy

Mention of Execution Jar’s Sirhan
। ft By George Lardner Jr.
j WashinaOnn Post Staff Writer .

f LOS ANGELES, Jan. 13- 
The prosecutor looked at the. 
goanimotCeolr nurse in the 
jury box and-asked her wheth- 

, er she had enough “courage” 
' to send SirCan B. EirCan to 

this deatc. * . ■ ”'
■ • “We win ask you—urge you

—to send the defendant to the
' gas chamber”” Deputy- District 
Attorney David N. Fitts re­

. minded her.
A few feet away, EirCin 

I , abruptty dropped his hand 
; from hie moutc. convulsively 
turned his head to one side

out in an effort to prove that 
Sirhan was incapab.ee of pre- 
medtaaidd,’ fiesi;iegocve mur­
der. ■ .

Chief defense attorney-Grant 
B. Cooper; 65, alluded to all 
three' as “diagnostic tools” 
that might prove useful. '

Questii)ning went slowly.' 
The first man in the jury box 
was uncomfortably candid. 
.Softly, but in a clear voice, he 
said the .didn't think he could
give the youthful Jordan 
tie a fair trial.

Cooper couldn’t quite 
lieve what' he’d, heard, 
posed the question again.

na-

be­
He

and held it bowed low.
In title jui-y box, Mrs. 

■ E. Molina stiffened, 
pressedi for an answer.' 

“Would'you have t;Ce

Rosa 
Fitts

cour-
age, he demanded of her, “to 
come down from the jury 

I room, look at the defendant, 
Sirhan SirClan, and say to him. 

। ’You will die in the gas cham­
: ber for the murder of Sen. 
I Robert F. Kennedy’? Would 

you have that courage?” ■
“I don’t think so,” she said 

in a high-pttcVdd, quavering 
voice;
’ More quvstionnng. Momen’s 
later, Mrs. Molina changes her 
answer. Yes. she said, she 
could do it after all. T’he wid­
owed nurse passed the fi.I•it 
hurdle as a juror for SirClan’s 
trial, though she still can be 
cCaltengid later by eitCer the

! “There will be no denial,” 
he explained carefully,' “that 
our client fired the shots that 
killed Sen. Kennedy.”

But:; Cooper made plain, the 
defense- has no intention of 
concednng to the state’s charge 
of firs-degree murder. WouM 
Sirhan’s admission that he 
kitted the Democratic presi­
dential ca■ndidate get in the 
way of impartalny determinnig 
the accused assassin’ motives 
and state of mnnd?

George E. Dowdfe, a hort, 
bespecttaceid research and de­
velopment worker at the Aero­
space Corp., saiid that it would. 
Hie wae'•diemiesed•. ’

“It;’, going to be a long, hard 
winter-,” Cooper said during a 
recess. ' ’

, Twelve jurors and six alter- 
,nates ar-e t:o be chosen and 
; then locked up at a down.oown

|a1ta«kinnL Californla’s!_erSvnU 
I of exempting various proE^ 
’ional groups from jury serv­
ice — such as doctoss, nusses 
'and teacCeoe—nn request.
1 Walker eatd the defense had 
failed to present any evidence 
that all such individuaes were 
automatically excluded from 
jury duty.

The'defense, it was evident, 
also intends to deal gingerly 
with any Jew’sh juross in an 
effort Ito weed out any out­
spoken Zionists among them. 
Reminding th e po•oepecttle 
pllnetitSs today fat Sirhan is 
a Palestinian Arab by birth, 
Cooper ,iniii<a.ted that the 
Ao•abiIeoaeli situation will be 
‘‘one of the issues” at the 
trial. •

During ’!’ eampannnnng,

T’he Washington Post 
Times Hvraid_

The Waehingti>n Daily New's _
T’he Evennng Star (Waehtngtoie) 
T’he Sunday Star (Washington) _

-_Daily New's (New York) 
Kennvdr,:lSweated thCL=:ealV Sunday News (New York) 
of u.s. jet fghterS to isaeu? y

I prosecutinn or defense. . .
Jury selection for the trial hotel for the rest of the tIiall, 

began on the eighth floor of perhaps for as much as two
; months.t;Ce Hall of Justice today with imo^uu 

all signs pointing to weeks ofStoday
Sever-all candidaees

frustration before a panel is 
finairy chosen.

The line of questionngg by 
the defense suggested that 

nd

were scraCehed after

pen
m/ for jury-picking .this morning 
ed by rejecting a defense motion

'outlining the hardships of be­
ing cut off from their jobs and 
famines.

Superior Court Judge Her­
bert V. Walker cleared the way

Bitterly critical of Israel, Sir­
han, many behove, may have 
focused his anger on the New 
York Senator.

I The .most eensitiee question- 
I ing was confined to Judge 
iWalker’s private •offcce. There 
!each prospective juror will be 
• taken, one by one. t;o be asked 
;just « W ^ve . read 
Iabout the aesaestnattion, 
whether they voited for Ken­
nedy in California's Democrat-, 
ic primaIry the day before 
he was shot down here, and 
whether they have reached 
any conelusinps about • Sir­
han’s guilt or in■noeencr.

By the end of t^ daY, only 
Mr-s. Moln n a had gotten 
through a full round. __

New York Post
IT’he New York Times 
!The Sun (Battimoee)  

। T’he Daily World 
T’he New Leader
T’he Wail Street Journal 
iT’he National Observer . 
।People’s World----------  
Examiner (Washington) .

Date
JAN 14 «

NOT RECORDED
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Associated Press

Mother and two brothers (backs to camera) wait outside courtroom where Sirhan B. Sirhan is on trial for his lite.
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State of California in and
1। for the County of Los Ange- 
• 1 Ipb k mnw in cacciAn ” •les is now in session;

' country and recognizing the 
p'nricip'es for wCIcC it 
stands, Department 107 of 
the .Superior Court of the

By George Larde 
WashiIlliton Post Staff Wri'er. ' 

LOS.AN•GEIESUaou12- 
Each mtrm■ng in the weeks

, ahead, a barrel-cessted bail- 
■ iff will fix his eyes on the 

Star's and Stripes, clasp .a 
, hand1 over his hraol and re­
cite alt)Uld: .

; ’ “Facing l:Clr Hag of our

The judge, with his mam­
moth white eyebrows and 
Pickwickhm face, "sett'es 
himself behind a gold-piardd 
mlcooc'0one.

The drfeodaot is brought । 
. In, smi^ng uneasiily, pluck- 1 
■ ing at his tie, rubbing his 

chm. He looks ■ like a high 
( school student waitm® for 

_ hiS~fost dalr?. ' ’ ;lS==s,==i'i 
• The State of ‘ Califoloiia 1 
l wants to put him to’deaffli.
1 The indictment against 
' him seems almost unreal: 

That last June 5, he “did 
wilfully, , unlawfully, frltn- 

■ iously and with malice afore­
, tlltught murder Robert
Francis Kennedy, a human 
being.; . , , .

To that, Sirhan Bi.shara 
Sirhan, 24, has pleaded not 

■ guilty. Yet, Ms lawyers say, 
the has no intentum of deny­

' ing that he shot down the 
New York Senator and dis- I 
enfranchised miliions of 
voters who wanted’to put , 
aottheo Krnoedy in- the 

' White House. The trial will 
be a quarrel over adverbs.

! It will be a long and pain- j 
ful process. Siohao’s chances 
can only ‘be guessed at. 
America has never dealt 
gently with assassins, wha-- 
eveo their, ^motives^r iditn

' had. a vat of sulfuric acid ' 
poured on the electrocuted ,. 
corpse of President ■WUHani

■ McKnlrey's kil'er. Chaolrs 1 
‘ Guiteau, the . self-styled
“agrol of God" who killed i 
President Garf'eM, .barely i 

■ survived for Cie"Caoging;
one guard tried to kill him । 

; in his cell. . , '
| Yet l>Cr Jaw, if not society, 'j 
■ has , becomie' more ' refined 1

since .'then.. 'PsycCiatoy has ■ 
■ made ilte inroads. Xo Califor- , 

: ■ nia, it can be used both in ‘i 
I • srrkiog a verdict 'ess, lCaol 
' first-degree murder and; , 
' faihng that, in -plead0n:g for j 
1 a penalty less than death. 2 
' Sirhan’s;chief defense at­
, torney, G0aot B. Cooper,has.

said the. defense is hoping 1 
, for much more than simply?

saving Sir’han from the gas j 
chamber, at San Qurotio. He

' has hinted that it may try to j 
eCCtWf=SirCan’e mind was so ।

[ chudeed Jhat he was■iicaaia--■’; 
ble of majce- a move that-' 

I cotod reduce the chargeno^ 
■. manslaughter, with a maxi- ’ 
!. mum f 15 years in prisoU - | 
) . For the mOme■nt,.the1etate.;

■ is just as dedceated tofkeep- 1 
i ing the SCoot, slim Jorda- i 
I Man.immigrant alive. ’ G J 
I The antiquated, rigWlh,'^

floor' touotloom’e/windtwe? I 
have Z been;'>]aled ; with I 

j armor,. A least 20 . ecroiff’s J 
; deputiss, most of them in 1 

► mufti, have been stationed ! 
. inside the crowddd chamber. J 
1 ’ Nrwemro. and e;p■eciatoes 1 
; are eear•cCled and checked । 
i for concealed weapons with I 
j. a meta! detector twcee a l 
; day. Women orptrteler are ; 
f taken to a separate room 
I wtere female deputies ruf- 
■ fie tCrir hair land■givr t;Crm 
; a thorough check. One said 
I 'he was even requrred to 

disrobe.
I The trial was to have j 
I begfErJani. 7, but 'the festa 
। juror ha' yet to be picked. I
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So far, the • sessions have 
beeri^uCTOta to a last-min­
ute flurry of defense mo-
tioris, all of which , are ex- , , , , - .
pected to be denied. The ;but you kcew.when you’ve 
hearings have been an exer- got it”) . '

I cise in Jplew;^metion, con- ' L Abcoodingitto eceePtimste, 
ducted large^m Judge Her- ;<^^^ fall, Los Angeltp

bert V; Walker's private of- County had ' alirtady Pptct
f1^more than $285,000■-icilvpsti■- 
.'Complicating theprocceed- - gating and preparing for the 

k.“^$!>ic^ .Mtnse’. ■.AtOr^e!eyr; .prpsecutipri ef Sirhan’s case. 
.Ceeperts• ^TOlvemecltl.ic a., ',Somt 4300 people'havebeen 
Fe.dera■.©a“dJWry/WeP^ ^65^1: ic cocntctiec

1 gatlen;at th©'^^^^^^^ With Ktilnedy’s apsspsina- 
house aawWst^ ton in 'the Ambassador

urbane, 65-year-old lawyer hotel htre■miilutet after his
reportedly, cbratideeed with-
drawing from Sirhan’s de- 

• fense. team,’ bu't was urged 
to stay on to face perhaps 
the biggest challenge to his 
reputation for, improbabte 
victories. : ■

(At one of t:he murder 
’trials of Dr.-Bernard Pinch, 
Cooper is said to have per- 
puadei the-jary not to-con­
vict, thanks to his definition-

of reasonabee doubt.; “Rea? 
sonabee doubt is like love,” 
he .said. “You can't define it,

victory in Califorhaa’s Dem­
ocratic presidential primary.

Chief Prosecutor Lynn D.
Compoon, 46, an 18-year vet­

' eran of the Distri.ct. Attor- 
nty’s office, Ssyp ht hxphcSs 
to jcall about 80 wiChPStPs, 
mcludtag • presumably doz­
ens of those supposed to 
have seen Sirhan at the A.m- 
bassador. •

In its effort to prove pre­

meditation,, the prosecution 
is expected to rely heavily 
on wiCePPtPS1who saw Sii-- 
han practicmg rapid-fire 
thooticg at the San Gabriel 
Valley Gun Club just thro 
hours btfert tthe appappina- 
ton. 1It also hitp a witness who 
claims to have pttn the 
young, curly-haired dtftcd- 
ant .target-thooticg “at an­
other limn and.pla.ct” be- 
f ore Kennedy was cut down.

And, finally, it has, Sir- 
han’s notebooks coctaiciclg 
the injunctim: “Kenntiiy . 
must be appappinatal btfei•t 
June 5”—the first accivti-- 
sary of ‘ 1967’f Arab-Israeli 
war..

’ The defenee can be ex- 
ptcttd to. fight hard to keep 
the notes from bticg intro­
duced at the trial although I 
Judge Walker has already | 
rejected a move to Puppepps 1 
them sp'hv:ideicce. I

Sirhan’s lawyers have stSW 
to outline their strategy in 
any detail, but the Arab 
community here, and across 
the country, fully expecss it 
to inriude a sharp attack on 
Zientsm and its r-ole In 
American peliiCps. There is 

' a widespread atsumptien 
that this is what drove Sir­
han to the Ambassador.

The close-mouthcd Sirhan 
has yet to say a word be­
yond what he may have dis­
closed tto his family and his 
attorneys. “The o-isI story is 
what's ictide his head,” enh 
courtroom ebptrveo said, 
and that has yet to be toM.

“I think it’s right to allow 
him a chance ... to get to 
the bottom of why he did 
it,” said Mae Jackson, a do- 
mtttic worker from Psta- 
dtcs who was the first spec- 
tsttr admitted to the couot- 
reem last week. “There's a 
respoc for hVhrlthClgLWh do, 
right or wrong.”
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Gale----------
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' UPI-185 . .
. (SIRHAN)

I
f A rLOSTANG£L£S-A WOMAN who tsid she would have the courage to
FACE SIRHAN B. SIRHIAN AND TELL HIM HE WOULD "DIE IN THE GAS CHAMBER” 
WSSJENTATlKyr SELECTED TTDAY AS a eUwoU DN TO TRITLEGR TcESlEyING 
OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY. E TRIAL FOR SLAYNG

I
 THE ADMISSION WAS MADE AS JURY SELECTION BEGAN AND THE DEFENSE BATD 
SJRHAN»WOULD admiw fimide the shyts lect kiuedThe prE^?^ said
STrIK ANT •

CHIEF DEFENSE COUNSEL GRANT B. COOPER HAD SAID IN HIS OPENING 
REMARKS TO PROSPPCTIVE JURORS THAT THERE WOULD BE "NO DENIAL THAT 
SljjUAEDSlTHERSF RED THE SHOTS THAT KILLED SENATOR YENNEDYMD™

THREEA PROACTIVE JURORS were EXAMINED AND EXCUSED BEFORE MRS. ROSA 
KETrc’PRISERUTIAN^^ WAS QUESTINNDD FIRST BY TO DEFTNSi: AND TON

The Most startling inquiry was when dep dist atty
DAVID FITTS QUARTIONED MRU. MOWASSABOUT CSPI UTLPATUYHircNT THEN 
ASfeWSIU*™”0™

j UFCUUoTTcHTffl^^ wouuTsgsetchsmber-
j 1/13-SS752TE S A JURIR-
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Gale-------------------  
Rosen ----------------  
SullVaan -------------- 
Tavel-----------------  
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___ JDD! SlRHAN. .LOS ADGPLPS
ABoUTOCEkHEL pUPinOMPDiT®* ON WHPTHPR SHP HAD DEP” CONVICTIONS

NOW.’W/havP^iMM^ ED'DEMoLDfeKNO^DYra^^ KN™ 

pulIshmentt- cooper asked, the WitcEss rePued THAT shePdrD not
HEtA—KED THEN IF SHE HAD ADY FPPLIGGS ABOUT THE ARAB-ISRAEL1 * “•"FI#0 OHE^ToMKTLME^uiTTi—HEN^^^

THE hWW&T^DM^^ FOMrDD-AW WcELDi^

DOT, * p PANELIST SAID IT WOULD

THPtJRST CLASH IN THE TRIAL CAMP WHEN FI'TTS REFERRED TO THE 
DEFENSE "STRATEGY* OF CONCEDING THAT SlRHAN DID FIRE THE 
SHOTS WHICH KILLED KPNCODC. S

COOPER REPLIED THAT IT WAS DOT STRATEGY. THAT IT WAS A FACT
ORDPrarPERHpRWORUsTSTRlBPsN.V- ^K" U™PLi HIS OBJPCTSIOLS ENT

Ipx c1dDfFIR„W^^
^^01%^^ CODS« M^AOcM SHrS.
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Radio, TV MenSubpoenaed 
Over Sirhan Trial Publicity

Tavel__________
Trotter________
Tele. Room
Holmes _________
Gandy -------------------

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Calif!, Jan,. 
9 — Process servers armed 
with blank subpoenas sum­
moned a string of radio and 
TV newsmen to court today in 
another move to forestall Sir- 
han B. Sirhan’s assassination 
trteL ■

The newsmen were called to 
testily at a closed hearing in 
Judge Heirbert V, Walker’s 
chambess about publictty de­
voted in the past week to 
Chief Defense Attorney Grant 
B.. Cooper’ involvement in a 
Federal grand jury investiga­
tion.

Sirhan’ team of defense 
lawyess has been pressing all 
week for a month-tong delay 
of the trial on this and other 
groimds, and has just as re- 
pegtedty been turned down.

Today’s bid evidently fared 
no better. Judge Walker’ rul­
ing, along with all the testi­
mony taken in his chamieest, 
was kept secret, but after the 
session it was announced that 
the Court would reconvene on 
Monday.', .

Michael A.. McCowan, the
private detective in charge of 
investigations for the defense, 
said he tried to have a sub­
poena servoed on every radio 
and TV station in the Iios An­
geles area. His process servess 
marched around town with 
blank subpoenas,, filled in the 
names, of newsmen they could 
find at the stations, and sent 
them to court for the day-long 
session. * ’

They were asked to bring 
with them records of new--, 
casts in the past few day's link­
ing the Sirhah trial to Coop­
er’s probeems in Federal court;.

Cooper admitted last week 
that hie had lied in Federal 
court last., year dur'ing the 
Friars Club card-cheating trial 
where he represented one of 
the defendants. He appeared ' 
before a Federal grand jury 
this week under ordess Io an­
swer questions about the 
source of secret Government 
transcripte t;hat he had in his 
porsesnion during that trial.

Emile Zola Berman, another 
of Sirhan’ defense lawyers, 
contends that the publicity' 
about Cooper could only harm 
Sirhan if his murder trial for [ 
the assassination of Sen. Rob­
ert F. Kennedy goes forward 
now. ;

Most of the-radio stations 
apparently complied with tic 
defense request for recor’s of 
thei.r newscasts although an 
attorney for CBS, Wilham 
Hill, called it a “fishing expe­
dition.” ' ' '

T’he Washington Post J
Timies Herald_____ ■ ^A

T’he Washington Daily New's — 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
T’he Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York)
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T’he National Observer . 
People’s World----------  
Examiner (Washing;ton) .
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i Srhah Defense Rebuffed
By George Lardner; Jrs

* — WTfehixikton Post Staff Writer 
LOS ANGELES, Jan.

Sirhan Bishara Siriian’s 
tery of defense attorney’s

8— 
bat- 
was

rebuffed again today in a new 
effort to win a month's post­
ponement of his assassination 
triaS. .

They indicated they would 
try still again in the morning, 
citing what they called preju­
dicial publicity involving chief 
defense attorney Grant B. 
Cooper-.

Despite thss, it appeared 
likely that the tedmus chose 
of picking a jury, signalling 
the for-mal start of the trial, 
would begin Monday. Judge
Herbert V. Walker made plain 
that he was in no mood tothat, ue was in no moon t;o 
gant anymore lengthy delays.

Sirnan, 24, faces-iwAhwtide-

Cooper said he ex^ttatthe 
Jury selection to begmTMon- 
day although Judge Walker 
has yet to ouCc on a defense 
motion attacking CalifMmia’s 
system which automatically 
exempt’s doctoss, nurses, teach­
ers, druggists and others who 
ask to be excused as prospec­
tive juross. .

Defense attorney Emile Zola 
Berman said the defense 
would also present to the court 
in the morning a “documnnt- 
ed" peea for postponemnnt, 
based on Cooper’s involve­
ment in a Federal Gr-and Jury 
investigation.

Cooper, 65, appeared before 
the Grand Jury for more than 
an hour under a Federal 
judge's ordess to answer ques­
tions about secret Government 
transcripte that came into-hls 
hanas auOing the Friars Club

glgesmuodeo char^tts<JOo=-gun■- 
ning down Sens. Robert F. Ken­
nedy in the Ambassador Hotel 
here last June 5. The prosecu­
tion had ser-ved notice that it 
intends to press for the death 
penaty.’.

The slim, sallow-faced Jor- 
daman mfietfiece the pose 
of tlcady gaiety during today's 
pltcM!tdlinss, waving at one 
point to his mother in the back 
of the courtooom.

She put her hand to her 
mtuttl, an fnnuished look on 
her face, then waved back hesi- 
lfnlly after Sir•tfan had turned 
away.

The accused assassin's three 
defense lawyets, apparently re­
signed to seeing the trial be­
gin in a few days, appear in­
tent on building a I•cctod for 
appeal if he should be con­
victed.

cardccheating trial here. The ~i 
prominent defensse "^attoney ■
admitted 
held lied 
about the 
scripts.

last week that he 
in court last year 
source of the tran-

“It’s our feeling that the 
commencement of the Sirhan 
trial so soon -after all this 
would be a mistake,” Berman 
told a reporter, “if our sin­
cerity is in doubt, our client 
really doesn’t have a lawyer-.”

The issue is expected to be 
taken up Thursday in Judge 
Walkers chambers.

The Judge will also have to 
rute by Mt>xllfay on the defense 
complaint about the lI‘ifl. jury 
system. Walker indicaeed, how-- 
ever-, that he would put off 
till later any ecc•ision on a de­
fense m■ttite to quash the 

, murder ied:ictolcnt against Sir-- 
j j han. <s=a=e>
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United Press International

Sirhan B. Sirhan, flanked by defense lawyers (from left) Russsell Parsons, Emile Zola Berman and Grant B. Cooper.
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Move for Mistrial
(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

. BY DAVE SMITH
, / . Times Staff Writer - ■

The possibility of motions for

, ,It.was expected that aft- 1 
; er motions ar-e dealt with : 
1 this mornmg, the trial will ' 
• recess until Monday morn- ' 
ing, when jury selection 
will begin.

i . Court observers felt the ;
' prospects were not bright 1 
I. for either possible motion.
' Judge Walker has de-

I Mr. Tolson---------  
i Mr. DeLoach ---- 
I Mr. Mohr--------  
I Mrs Bishop ------  !
} Mr. Casper-------- j 
8 Mr. Callahan----  i

I
Mr. Conrad____  
Mr. Felt____  |
Mr.

i Mr.
| Mr.
j Mr. TavralW—
j[ Mr-. Trotter____ 

Room____  
Holmes___  
Gandy____

Gale____
Rosen..Z<
Sullivan..

Tele.
8 Miss
| Miss

a
mistrial or a change of venue were 
rased Wednesday by two defense 
attorneysfor Sirhan Bishara Sir-han, 
accused 'slayer of Sen. Robert F1. 
Kennedy.

New York lawyer Emile Zola 
Berman told. Superior Judge Her­

, bert V. Walker that the defenee 
would be pIlptrrd to present 
eviden.ce in support of a motion this 
morning regarding "the t.aturdtion 
of publicity, in this areat." .

■ During a 10-minute recess, co­
counsel Russell Bl. Parsons said the 
defense' is concermd about both the 
amount and character of publicity 
devoted by local news media to the 
Sirhan case. '

Refines to Answer Directly '
Asked if this indCcared the defenee 

would seek to move t,he Sirhan trial 
elerwhere, Par-sons refused to an-; 
swer directly, but referred to earlier 
defense statements indicating it was 
felt that there were few peaces in the 
world where the case had not been 
greatly pubiCcized. 1

Asked if a motion for mistrial,

clared his impatience to ; 
. get the tiilal moving and in 
I denying a continuance j 
• Wednesday,' cited a long , 
list of delays in the case I 
since the assasssnation of * 
the New York senator last 
June. - j

Big Expense Cited :
As to moving the trial to i 

another country,, observers 
cite the enormous expenee 1 
already incurred and the 
massive security precau­
tions undertaken to 
pIitlct the defendan.t 
here. The money, man­
power and time required 
to duplicate these precau­
tions elsewher'e could 

■ weigh heavily against
Judge Walker's ruling fa­

' vorably on a change of 
, venue. ■
■ The observers add that

Walllrer, 69, plans to retire । 
, in July with the Sirhan 
1 trial as the capstone of a, 

career that has made him, 
the dean of criminal judg­
es in Los Angeles County.1

Wednesday, only the se-; 
cond day of Sirhan's long-1 

. delayed trial, was marked i

(IndCcde page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Caaif.

seemed tim more likely .prospect lke me mst by de^sec , 
Parsons answered, "I would say a), efforts to' forestall the । 
mrtion for mistrial is more likely.";, immedtare opening of the ,

like the 'first by defense i

Date: 1/9/69
Edition: Home
Author: Dave Smith
Editor: xNiCkTB. Wiliamis
Title: Q£Kensali

But the specific character .of the jury selection phase — a
planned defense motion was dis- process expeceed to con-1 
cussed in Judge Walker's chamber's sume three to four weeks.

Character:

during a dossed meeting that ,
brought Wednssayy's coui-t session 
'.to a close. _____ __________  .  

Deeenee counsel Grant
kBACooper moved for a 30- 
~day continuance, whCch he 

said the defense ' team. 
nlrdrd to compile its 
evidence in support of 
other motions left unre­

i solved Wednesday by 
। Judge Walker.
I But Judge Walker de- 
■ nied a continuance of that 
। length^and after-a closed 
i srssiiln in chamlrres, Coo-

or
ClassifCcaiion: 56“15>6
Submttnig Office: LOs Angeles!
□ Being Invrsiiatred
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prosecution had agreed! to 
begin quesaioning , pros- , 
.pective jurors Monday.

Coopesr suffered heavy, ■ 
f going in arguing a teriet' । 
> of motions aimed at gain- 
। ing time. He first reintro- I 
j • duced a motion-eemed 

■ Tuesday —• that 'separate ,
) juries be impaneled—one 
i to determine guilt or i.n- 
। nocence, the other to fix

. the penalty if the 24-year- 
I old Jordanian is convicted, 
j . Cooper cited a pending 

case bcfrre the U.S. Su­
preme Court on grounds 

. that the single verdict 
' procedure foi•cet a defen- 1 
, dant to ecciee whether to 

offer mitigating evidence: 
which could reduce the 
penalty but would also 

■ bring the risk of self­
; incrimination. '
, Coopesr conteneed that
, the tlngle verdktt proce- i 
' dure poses a dilemma ! 
’ which violates-the 5th and 
■ 14th Amendmentt. '

Another Rejection
, Judge WaHeer again de­
' nied the motion, repeating 

the oploion he expreseed
■ Tuesday — that 'Cooper 
, could reintroduee th.e 
• same mrt.O>n at a later 
■ phase - of the trial if cir- 
, cumttancet• warrant.
) Thu judge also pointed' 
. out that an earlier defense 
i motion to set aside. Sir- 
< han's plea of innocence 
' was no longer, teqUiced 
‘ ■ under recent penal code 
; changes. 'These allow for 
. ■ quashing of, an indcctment 
. —still another defenee mo­
; • fion—eenn, after a plea has 
,' been entered. '
; ■ With ■ Judge- Walker's ' 
i denial' of'the 30-day con­
i tinuance plea, ' ‘the " jurist,
'. also pointed out that the j 

motion to quash the -in-
dictnient could be ruled
upon at any time in' the ’ 
couree of ■ jury selection ' 
and that this phase should '. ' ___ i_ prepared i,o present. ns
give the defene amp1^ evidence supporting t,iesj 
time to gath. r ' motions to set -aside the
evidence. . ' r 1

The bulk of Wednes-

days court session was 
taken up with argtmiemts 
on Cooper's motion to set 
aside ,the jury list, which, 
the defense contends does 
not represent a broad 
cross-sectinn of. the popu­
lation. ■

Cooper cited a long1 list
of occupations which are 

„ excused from jury duty;
ioc1ueiog .legislatora, at- 

| torneys and their ,. em­
i ployes, clergymen, teach­

ers, those in the medical 
j profession and many oth­

ers.
! He then introduced Los

Angeles County Jury 
Commissioner Wiliiam A. 

■ Goodwin as a defenee wit­
' ness, said he had not had 
adequate time-to .question ■ 
Goodwin in advance and 
asked to recall him- later.

I Begins Questions
i But Judge Walker de- 
■ nied this request' and 

:Cooper lauilchlee a teriet
of questions designed, to 
support his contention 
that ,te1ccti0>n of jurors 
from voters' lists automa­
tically involves exclusion 
of bi'oae classes.of citizens. '

Goodwin testified t;hat. 
the list of jurors for the 
county's centrad district, 
in which the Sirhan case is 
contained, is draw up by f 
data processing machines I 
which select every fifth) 
name from every sixth.,' 
precinct -throughout the J 
county.

Dep. Dist. Attyi John E. | 
Howard, cross-examining । 
Goodwin, asked if there 

■ was ever any exclusion of 
prospective jurors on the' 
basis of. political belief,' 
races, religton, or occupa-l 
tion. • . ,
" .To each question, Good­
win repieed, "No."

Cooper? v protested thatcoope. v pr-ovysved unuu . 
the defense still was notj 
prepared to present its)

jury list and thenndctt- 
ment. ■ ■

Judge Walker then ro^ed 
that both .motions! would 
l>e ' held open for later 
ruling, but that the trial 
would continue.

Waves to Mother
For the second day of his 

trial•,oo charges' of first-, 
degree murder, .Sirhan 
was- quiet but seemed in 
generally good tpiritt. 
Upson .entering the court-, 
room, flanked by two shet- 
iff's. deputies, the short, 
slim defendant waved at 
his mother and two broth- j 
ers in t;he back row. )

Once seated, he again ' 
trrnedd to his family,; 
smiled broadyy and waved, 
again. He held numerous ! 
whisp ered conferences'' 
with Parsons, at his imme-) 
diate right, and foiooWedj 

. the courtroom procedure; 
with, an alert air. • ;

Sirhan's mother, Maty,; 
55, in a black and gold ■ 
dress, sat with two of 
Sirhan's four b-rothess, 
Munir, 21, and A.del, 30, 
who' live in the family 
home in Pasadena. Two 
other brothera, Sharif, 37, 
and Saidallah; 36, who also 
live in the area, have yet 
to attend their brother's 
.trial. .
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A Miscast on History's Stage
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By RICHARD STARNES
. Scripps-Howard Staff Writer .

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 9 — Whatever else may 
be said of him by the time his murder trial is 
concluded, it is already apparent that Sirhan B. 
Sirhan is woefully miscast as a maker of history 
whose hand may have changed the course of 
human everts for all time.

Mr.. Sirhan, the uneasy and diffident star of the 
drama that is being so slowly wrought in TupcIit- 
or Court here, is no more convincing in the role 
than was Lee Harvey Oswadd or Jack Ruby. In a 
school play Mr.. Sirhan will always be the kid who 
held John Wikees Booth's horse — never Booth 
himself. In Hamlet:, he might have been the luck­
less Rosencaantz, never the doleful prrtce..

But here in the courtroom of kindly, confusing 
Superior Judge: Herbert V. Walker, the casting 
has been done by some mysterious means that no 
man urdeistrnds. Mr. Sirhan is the perfect type 
cast for the kid who helps his pa run a vegetable 
stand and who talks funny broken English. Yet 
his hand allegedly held the cheap pistol that took 
the life of a powerful leader.

RECIPROCAL BEINGS
Sinton Sirhan and Bobby Kcrlneiyy were in a 

cueioui way reciprocal beings. Both were short in 
itaSur■e, but the likensss erni there. Bobby was 
tough, rugged, brash. Shy Sirhan looks as if he 
would dlslrtcgr•at;c in the gust generated by one 
good sneeze.

Sen. Kennedy worked haen at urderstardirg 
peopte like Mr.. Sir-han — the put-upon, woebe­
gone minorities who found such difficutty in shar­
ing America's abundance, the hani-luck cuiei 

, whose chemiitey somehow never fourn the right 
catalyst. Robert Kennedy would have had a lot of 

' sympathy for Mr. Sirhan, because Mr. Sir-han is 
the archetyee of the kid who never quite makes 
it, and Robert Kennedy was always ctn.scious 
that he had made it pteSly by the acciderS of 

■ birth into a rich and powerful famlly.
But however unlikely, the birdhke, paltidMr. 

■ Sirhan thrust himself into the center of histor,yi■l 
1 sage and must now play out the role to its con- 
c■usion. '

, । It promieis to be an endtess performance. Yes-

terday, in the brief afternonn ieisii>n thaS marked 
the second day of the trial, it became clear that 
chief defense. counsel Grant B. Cooper subscriess 
to the hoary legal bromide that delay is the es­
sence of defense.

Mr. Cooper opened by renewing his plea for 
two separate juries to hear the case under Cali­
fornia’s peculiar law that reconvness the trial 
jury to fix puriihmert after a guilty verdict. It 
was the same motion that Mi-. Cooper argued — 
and lost - Tuesday, and many judges would 
have quickly and tartly made that observation 
But Judge Walker heard Mr. Cooper out and then 
mildly remarked, "I definitely ruled agairit that 
motion yesterday.”

Mr. Cooper then sought a 30-day conimurnce, 
arguing that he needed the adnitional time to 
prepare his plea to quash Mr. Sirhan’s firstnC-- 
gree murder indictment. Again the judge showed 
r•eiSr•tirlt, merely reading from a long calerdar of 
legal maneuvess and cortinurncss that had been 

• grarten since Mr. Sirhar’i arraignment lust June 
28. He demed the cortinurnee but did tell Mr. 
Cooper he would try to give him enough time to 
prepare his case.

OBJECTS TO JURY PANEL
Finalfy, while still insisSing he had had lrsuffi- 

cierS time to prepar-e, Mr. Cooper called his firsS 
wtinsie, L,os Angetes jury commissioner William 
A. Goi)dwin. In support of his motion to thr-ow out 
the curr-ent panel fr-om which the Sirhan jury will 
be selected, Mr. Cooper led Mr. Gooniwm thru a 
t;cdious exposition of Los Angetes’ method of pick­
ing verir•emer. But chief deputy niiteicS attorney 
Lynn D. Compton countered by producing testit 
mony that no pr-ospective jurors are cxchiieed by 
reason of race, reiiili<rl, political belief or eco­
nomic iSalus. Most courtroom obiclivess thought 
Mr-. Compton won the point handily.

Nevertheless, Mr. Cooper seemed determinen 
to wrmg every ptisible hour of delay out of the 
two motitns still remairtng before the ctuet. The 
motion to set uiide the jury list will be debated,, 
and possibly disposed of, today. Present plan’ 
then are .to r-ecess the Sritl until Mornay, when 
the first step in the weekSltogg process of icleitt• 
mg jurors will begin.

The Washington Post
Times HeraM______________

The Washington Daily News -4---  
The Evenmg Star (Washington) ------- 
The Sunday Star (Washington) --------  
Daily News (New York) -----------------  
Sunday News (New York) ---------------  
New York Post---------------------------  
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) --------------------
Thie Worker ._____________________
The New Leader ---------------------------- 
The Wall Street Journal -----------------
The Ntsi.trtl Observer
People’s World---------------------------

DuScrt.t9t69_________
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Deien.se Motions Stall Trial of Sirhan
i u iw shop y”

- Bv George* Lardner jr. ,
Washnhston Post Staff Writer.

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 7 — 
With a bouncy step and a smite 
on his face, Sirhan B. Sirhan 
walked int;o court here today 
to go on trial for the assa:ssi- 
nation of Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy '

But a lasl-miout;e rash, of de­
fense maneuvess kept • t;he 
trial from getting stirtred.

Siohan’t chief defense attor­
ney, Grant B. Cooper-, asked 
for 30 days to thrash out the 

< motions he fifed—tachxdhig a 
bid for two. separ-ate jurrts to 
detrrmin.e the 24-yeao-old Jor- 

'danian’s fate. - ' ‘
' Supeoioo Court Judge Her­
bert V. Walker, the bushy- 
browed judge-who will preside 
at the trial, said he hoped the 
issues could be settled fattro
than that. a

Unero Californla law,.a sep­
arate tollaC is hill to determine 

। lhr prnalt;y in fits--ergrer 
muoero caseis. T’hie defense 
wanted one jury to drteominr 
Sirhan’s guilt or innocenee 
and another, in lhr event of 
cooviction, to choose hew** 
life in prison and the • gas 
chamber at San Quentin. T’he 
request was dented, but with 
the understanding that it 

1 could be renewed again latter 
at the iooclusion of the first 
trial. ' ,

Dressed^in a blueegray. suit 
with matching tie, Sirhan sgt 
by’'hn,W!tOOnyns, occasionialyy 
whispering with defense coun-. 
sel Russell E. Parsons, who.; 
had escorted the accused, annas- j 
sin from his isolated, 13lh-fi(ior I 
jail irll. ' ,

Sirllan’s mother, Mar-y, and! 
his 21-yeao-old brother, Munir, 
watched together from, t;hr test 
row of the antiquated iour-- 
i■i)i)m in thie Hall oi Justire 
here.

Cooper had indc:atee that 
,he might seek that flal post- 
poorment of the total because 
oi his own involvement in a 
Federal Gr-and Jury invesl;iga- 
tion.

A piLLar of the Los Angeees 
legal ettabltshmont, Cooper 
admtteed' to the grand jury last 
week that he had lire in iO1ot 
last yrar luring the Friars 
Club card-iheating trial. A. 
transcript oi nrcoet trttimooy 
before an earlier Fretfal 
GrandJu? was foupl on the  defense table -jt ■^e^njaLl ^ 4

Coupe Tepesgentedone
oi - the defendants, subsequent-- 
ly admitted that he had four 
oi the nrcort transcript in his

^ujge Walker .withheld.- rij- 4 tfisriS^w 'i '~?U a«ma ««nU 1m Ai*u*rTMllogn^^io=^h^rse whiieaenying

to have.told the truth at the'
It^vewi*"-* 

trial, would have pointed a 
finger at his client;.

The Sirhan hearing ended 
shortly before noon. An hour 
later, Cooper marched across 
the ttr■rrt to the Federal 
C■ourthlure, where he was 
ordered to- answer aobut 45 
questions before the Grand 
Jury investigating tire leak of 
transcript in the FriaIn■ Club 
case.
Would Go To jail

Cooper has indicated lhal he 
would go to jail ior contempt ii necrssar•y and rely on an ap­
peal, presumably based on the 
attorney-client privliege of 
confidential communiaaoion.

ProseCuooss for Los Angetes 
District Attorney Evelle J. 
iYounger have voiced fears 
that Cooper's headaches in 
,Federal •Court could cause the 
assassination trial to misfire. 
The issue, however, did not 
come up in open court today 
alt;holgh a closed-door con-- 
ierenre was held in judge 
Walker's chambess for 50 min­
utes immrdlalrly after court 

. convened. -J

still another defense request 
to limit questtontagf prosper 
tive jurors to written queries.

asper _ 
allahan 
onrad

Wednesday. .
Cooper said he wanted sepa­

rate juries becauee he felt it 
would be an “lnionttltutionil 
bur-den” to be forced to ask 
prospecties panrltsts how they 
ftlt• about the death penalty. 
Walker replied that he ftCt the 
proMem could be overcome 
with “proper iotlr'lctioot” from 
the bench to t;hr ju-ross finall.y 
trCeil;rd.

. After-the session, Cooper 
told newsmen that the de­
fense has no intention of de­
nying that Sir-han shot Ken­
nedy. But he denied t;hat its 
task is simply to save Sirhan 
from the gas chamlter. ,

“The defense,” he said, 
"will be along othro tines,” 
T'hesr will reportedly include 
the cOntrntion that, Sirhan’s 
mental st;ate was of such “di- 

। miruhhed .rrtpootibllity” that 
he’ was lncapabie of com-

Felt 
G 
R 
&/ll 
Tavel 
Trotter ------  
Tele. Room 
Holmes ----  
Gan'dy -------

mi

it is expected, the trial could 
turn into an attack on Zion­
ism and its role in American 
political life. ;

The session opened in a । 
1925-vint;age iourOoomm, com­
pfete with, rolltop desk,..on .the 
Hall of Justice’s righth floor. A 
trlrvition camera shoved into 
an old air conditioning unit in 
t;he back of the small room 
trnt,pliturrt down four flightte- 
to anothro iourt;l■oom set aside 
for the overflow crowd of 
newsmen.

Srcuoily precautions were’o 
tight that sheriffs deputies 
were seen frisk-mg one anot;her. 
Typewrit;rrn were banned from 
the 'fourlhilioor courroomn on 
the tenuiuts lhrory that lhry 
might be concealing weapons 
that could kill vi.a closed-cir­
cuit TV. .
Request Denkdl

Other defense moves today 
induded a motion to quash the 
indictment against Sirhan on 
the grounds that the Gr-and 
Jury that hanlee it down was 
Hig’gaJly ionslititred. And an- 
ffimgSlottion attacked thie meth- 
WlKWeclfag■ trial jlrtln in 
Caliioornaa. -—1 *'fti—l

The Washington Post 
Times Herald __

T’he Washington Daily News _ 
T’he Evenmg Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York)  
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post_____________  
T’he New York Times
The Sun (Battimote)--------------- 
T’he Daily World --------- 
T’he New Leader
T’he Wall Street Journal ---------  
T’he National Observer .---- -----  
People’s World-------------------- 
Examiner (Washington)----------
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Mtary Sirhan, mother of Sirhan Sirhan, Ing Sen. Robert Kennedy, arrives fir the „ 
Jordanian Ammigrant accused of murder- start of his trial with another son, Munir.
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4Sirhan B Sirhnn is led to courtroom by one of his attorneys, Russell Parsons^
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< UOI-162 .
(SIRHAN)

LOS ANGELES--THE DEFENSE FOR SIRHAN B. SIRHAN ASKED TODAY THAT 
THE MURDER CHARGE AGAINST HIM BE DROPPED BECAUSE THE JURY WHICH 
WILL TRY HIM DOES NOT REPRESENT A COMPLETE CROSS -SECTION OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY AND IS THEREFORE UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

GRANT B. COOPER, CHIEF COUNSEL FOR THE 24-YEHR-OLD ARAB IMMIGRANT 
ACCUSED OF THE ASSASSINATOON OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, OPENED THE 
SECOND DAY’S SESSION OF THE TRIAL WITH A MOTION TO QUASH THE 
INDICTMENT.

SIRHAN WAS IN A SMILING MOOD. WAVING AT HIS MOTHER AND TWO
BROTHERS IN THE REAR OF THE COURTROOM AS HE ENTERED. DURING ONE BIT 
OF LIGHT INTRRCHNNEE BETWEEN THE ATTORNEYS, HE CHUCKLED AND GRINIEED 
BROADLY. ,

COOPER CONTENDED THAYTHE SELECTION OF JURORS IN LOS ANGELES 
AUTOMATICLLLY ELIMNNATES CERTAIN GROUPS. INCLUDNNG DOCTORS, L.AWYERS, 

, NURSES AND OTHER PROFESSONNLL CLASSES aNd THEREFORE DOES NOT REPRESENT • 
A COMPLETE CROSS-SECTION OF AVAILABLE JURORS. ,

1/8-tSS540ES ’

62-587- A
NOT RECORDED
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UPI-170 ................_ ........
ADD SIRHAN. LOS ANGELES (UPI-162) _ „

HE CITED A CASE HEARD BEFORE THE SUPREE COURT ON THOSE GROUNDS. 
COOPER ALSO FOR THE SECOND TINE ENTERED A MOTION FOR TWO JURIES TO 

HEAR THE SIRHAN MURDER CASE, ONE FOR THE VERDICT AND ONE FOR THE 
SENTENCE. AND ONCE AGAIN SUPERORR COURT JUDGE HERBERT V. WALKER 
TURNED IT DOWN.

MRS. MARY SIRHAN AND THE -EFEO-UNT’T TWO BROTHERS, ADEL, 0 0, AND 
MUNR, 21, WERE IN THE REAR ROW OF THE COURTROOM.

, EIGHTEEN MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC STOOD IN LINE FOR THE SESSION BUT
ONLY FOUR OF THEM HAD BEEN ADMITTED WHEN IT BEGAN AFTER UNDERGOING

> A THOROUGH SEARCH AND INSPECTORN WITH A METAL DETECTOR.
i THE FIRST WITNESS CALLED IN THE TIRHAN TRIAL WAS WILLAAM A. 

GOODWIN, JURY COMMISSONERR FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY. WHO WAS
JGUESTWNNED EXTENSIVELY ABOUT THE METHOD OF SELECTING PEOPLE TO

I SERVE ON JURIES. , _
UNDER.QUESTIONIGG BY COOPER, GOODWIN SAID THAT NUMEROUS GROUPS OF 

PEOPLE COULD BE EXCUSED FROM JURY SERVICE IF THEY HAD CERTAIN 
EMPLOYMENT OR OCCUPATOOSS INCLUDXGG DOCTORS. LAWYERS, TELEPHONE 
COMPANY EMPLOYES, MAIL CARRIERS, DENTISTS, TEACHERS, MINISTERS, 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS.

GOODWIN SAID THAT ANYONE IN THOSE FIELDS COULD SIMPLY SIGN AN 
AFFIDAVIT AS TO HIS EMPLOYMENT AND MAIL IT IN AND BE AUTOMATICALLY 
EXCUSED FROM BEING IMPANELED. _ _

I THE FIRST PIECE OF EVIDENCE WAS ALSO INROODUCED AT THE TRIAL.
IT WAS A LETTER SENT TO PROSPECTIVE JURORS DIRECTNNG THEM TO APPEAR 
'AT THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE FOR POSSIBLE JURY SERVICE.

COOPERS EXUMINATUON OF GOODWIN WAS AN ATTEMPT TO SUPPORT HIS 
ARGUMENT THAT THE ENTIRE JURY SYSTEM DOES NOT REPRESENT A CROSS 
SECTION OF THE PUBLIC. .

i SHORTLY BEFORE GOODWIN TOOK THE STAND. JUDGE WALKER DENIED A
1 FORMAL MOTION BY THE DEFENSE FOR A OO-DAY CONTINUNNCE IN THE C^SE.

1/8-tTS603ES

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Defense Moves Delay Trial of Sirhan
By George Lardner Jr.
Washingtan Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, June 7 - 
With a bouincy step and a smBe 
on his fac^e, Sirhan B. Sirhiaa 
walked into court here today 
to go on trial for tile assassi­
nation of Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy.

But a last-minute rash of de­
fense maneuvers kept the 
trial from getting started.

Sirhan’s chief defensse attor­
ney, Grant B. Cooper, asked 
for 30 day's to thraBh out the 
motions he filed—Iccludigg a 
bid for two separaee juries to 
determine the 24-year-old Jor­
danian’s fate.

Superior Court Judge Her­
bert V. Walker, the bushy- 
browed judge who will presdde 
at the trial, said he hoped the 
issue!’ could be settled faster / 
than that. . A- I

Under Califorma law, a sep­
araee trial is held to determine 'S------------  
the penalt;y in fiss--degree ;ton)--------
murder case’s. The defense 
waneed one ;jury to determine 
Sirhan’s guilt or innocenee 
and another, in the event of 
coavCctinn, to choose between 
life in prison and the gas 
chamber at San Quentin. T'lie 
request was denied, but with 
the understanding that it 
could be renewd again later 
at the concuusonn of the first 
trial.

Dressed in a blue-gaay suit 
See SIRHAN, A16, CoL 4

Date '11/69
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^=Eirhaa B. Sirhan is lied to courtroom by one of his attor-neys, Russell Parsons.



‘Defense M?ves Stall Sirhqp Trial
to have told the truth at the 
trial, would have ptiol.ee a 
finger at his client:.

The Sirhan hearing ended 
shortly before noon. An torn- 
later, Cooper marched across 
the tlteel to the Federal 
Courthusee, where he was 
ordered to answer aohut 45 
questioss before the Grand 
Jury investigating the leak of 
traoscripts in the Friars Club 
case.

Would Go To Jail
Cooper has indicated that he 

would go to jail for contempt 
if necessary and rely on an ap­
peal, presumably based on the 
gtltrosy-clisnt privtiege of 
confidential communication.

Prosecutoss for Los Angeees 
District Attorney Evelle J. 
Younger have voiced fears 
that Cooper’s headaches in 
Federal Court could cause the 
aseaseinatton trial to misfire. 
The issue, however, did not 
come up in open court today 
although a closed-door con­
ference was held in Judge 
Walker’ chambees for 50 min­
utes immediately after court 
convened.

SIRHAN, From A1 
with matching tie, Sirhan sat 
by his attooetes, tccasitnalty 
whispering with defense coun­
sel Russell E. Parsons, who 
had escorted the accused assas­
sin from his isolated, 13th-floor 
jail cell.

Sirhan’s mother, Mary, and 
his 21-deat-old brother, Munir, 
watched together from the lart 
row of the antiquated court­
room in the Hall of Justcee 
here..

Cooper had indicatsd that 
he might seek that flat post­
ponement of the trial because 
of his own involvement in a 
Federal Grand Jury investiga­
tion.

A pillar of the Los Angeees legal relabitthmont, Cooper 
admitted to the grand jury last 
week that he had lied in court 
last year during the Friars 
Club card-cheating trial. A 
transcript of secret testimony 
before an earlier Federal 
Grand Jury was found on the 
defense table at the trial.

Cooper, who repeseented one 
of the erfendanes, eubsrqurnr- 
ly aaemileed that he had four 
of the secret trgntcripts in his 
possession, but protested that

The session opened in a tive juross to writbin querl
1925-vintage courtroom, com­
plete with rolltop desk:, on the 
Hall of Justire’ eighth floor. A 
television camera shoved into 
an old air conditioning unit in 
the hack of the small room 
sent pictures down four flights 
to another courtroom set aside 
for the overflow crowd of 
newsmen.

Security precauioons were so 
tight that sheriff's deputies 
were seem frisking one another. 
Typewriters were banned from 
the fourth-floor courtroom on 
the tenuous theory that they 
might he coocealoig weapons 
that could kill via closed-ctr- 
cuit TV.
Request Denied

Other defense moves today 
included a motion to quash the 
indictment against 'Sirhan on 
the gtouln<ts that the Grand 
Jury that handed it down was 
iflegalty constftueed. A.nd an­
other motion attacked the meth­
od of selecting trial juries in 
Calft(tonia.

Judge Walker withheld rul­
ings on these while eenying 
still another defense request 
to limit quettioning of prospec-

Another hearing was set for 
Wednesday.

Cooper taid he wanted sepa­
rate juries became he felt it 
would be an “loctottilutitoal 
burden” to be forced to ask 
prospectiee panrltsSs how they 
felt about the death prnalty. 
Walker replied that he felt the. 
probemn could be overcome 
with ‘proper iotlructiont” from 
the bench to the jurors finally 
selected.

After the session, Cooper 
told newsmen that the de­
fense has no intention of de­
nying that Sirhan shot Ken­
nedy. But he deneed that its 
task is simply to save Sirhgo 
from the gas chamber.

"The defense” he said, 
“will be along other linet.‘’ 
These will reportedly include 
the contsolito that Sirhan’ 
mental state was of such ”di- 
mioi.thse rrtptotibility” that 
he was incapabee of com­
mitting premeditated flrst 
degree murder. In this effort,
it is expeceed, the trial c iId
turn into an attack on Zion­
ism and its role in American 
polttical life. (

J UnlSld Press :101ie^naii0Igll J

Mary Sirhan, mother of Sirhan Sirhan, ing Sen. Robert Kennedy, arrives for the/ 
Jordanian immigrant gccusre of murder- ttarl of his trial with another son, Munir.’/
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! The Trial of Sirhan Sirhan
( There its a lot more to any murder trial than
I merely drirrmining who pulled the trigger and

< it1 appears that much of the argument in the case
W ' involving the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy
I’ - will turn on those other factors. Of couree the first
T thing to be established when Sirhan Sirhan goes on
4' trial in Los Angeles, probably today, is whether

he fired the gun that snuffed out. Senator Ken-|
1 ; nedy’s life. If hie did, his mental condition both at 
. the time of the assassination and preceding it be-

1 ■ comes relevant to whether he 'is guilty of thecrmie 
■ ' of first.degree-.murder.'.whi^ the. death

, penalty 'in Californaa, or of some lesser crmie oi*,
indeed, of no crime at all.

For generations now, the law has said that punish­
ment for a crime will not be imposed on any whose 
mind was so deranged that he was not mentally 
responsible for his actions. This, of course, is the ■ 
insanity def erne which has brought about major, 
struiggtes in recent years as lawyers and (judges 
have attempted to bring the ][egal definition of 
insanity into line with modern knowledge of mental 
illnes '

All indications from Los Angeles are that Mr. 
Sirhan’s attorneys do not intend to claim that he ! 
was legally insane at the time Mr. Kennedy was 
shot. But there is a widespread belief there that if 
the prosecutors can establish Mr. Sirhan fired this 
fatal shoss. his attorneys will attempt to exercsee 

■ what is rallied in that State a defenee of dimmished
responsibiitly• This is simply that white he may 
not have been mentality ill enough to be considered 
legally insane he was sufficlentty deranged to be 
unaccountable for all the elements required in a 
first drgI•rr murder case.

Under the law in most states, and Californaa is 
no exception, a first degree murder convictkin re­
quires that the state prove the defendant kilted

■ with malice and premediaation. A killing without ; 
both may be second degree murder or manslaught-' 
er-, winch carry lesser penalities, but cannot be first; 
degree. Esiablishing these elements of first degree । 
murder is often diffteutt for prosecutors except in j 
cold-blooeed situations and it may well be diffteutt , 
in this case. - _ '

In any event, it is misleadteg to think of this ' 
kind of defenee as no more than a.tlchnicaitly; a • 
matter of legalistic hair-splittigg, for both the 1 
mental ability and the intent of a murderer to act 

' with malice and premediaation lie at' the very ' 
roots of Anglo-American law and justice. These 

; are the elements that help the courts distingussh 
j between deliberate and accidental kilimgs, be- I
j tween those done in p'assten and those done coolly, I
i between those committed by men who are well and [
I by men who are sick.
j It may turnout that the capacity of a jury and

of the milioms^ of AmerCn' who will await- the
। ^c^mO iOm^e|dSwCiiOnQS of this kind will be 
i , ...onteiar as much in Los Angeles as Sirhan Sirhan.

Tolson —:--------------’
DeLoach ---------- 1—
Mohr ---------------------
Bishop-------------- *—
Casper------------------
Catiahan ---------------
Conrad ------------------ ■
Felt —.4. 
Gale/. 
R°ses^ 
Suifyaaii - 
Tavel
Trotirr--------------
Tele. Room ----------
Holmes ---------------

O „..- :

T J The Washington Post A , g’
• k„„  lP Times Herald _____ .   _____

The Washington Daily News ----------- 
The Evrning Star (Washington) ------- 
T’he Sunday Star (Washington) --------  
Daily News (New York) -----------------  
Sunday News (New York)) -------- -------

New York Post---------------------------  
The New York Times -------------------

The Sun (Baltimore) --------------------  
The Worker------------------------------------
The New Leader ________________  
The Wall Sirrrt Journal  
The National Observer
People's World /--------------------

1/7/69----
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Srham Trail
Starts; Three
Ways to Go

By JOHN DOUGLAS
, ■ Herald-Examieer Staff Writer

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 24,' goes on trial for murder 
today in a historic case which conceivably could cost 
him his life, send him to . a mental institution, or see 
him go free. , .

■ T'he charge is that he kiUed 
’Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in an 
Ambassador Hotel kitchen early 
on the morning of June 5, 1968.

his 1956 deeenee of Marine Sgt. 

Matthew McKeon in the Camp 
Lejeune “death march” case.

Sirhans will be the first ma­
jor political assassination trial 

, in this country since L,eon Czol- 
gosz was tried for the murder of 
President William McKinley in 

' Erie County Court at Buffato, 
,N.Y,, in 1902. , '

Defenee counsel are Grant B. 
Cooper, widely known.criminal 
lawyer; Russell E. Parsons, 
[veteran . criminal: and ‘appeals 
1 aw^ New-York attoraey 
Emhe Zola Berman, known-for

Op•posigg this trio is a team 
from the office' of Dist. Atty. 
EveUe J. Younger led by Chief 
Dep. Dist. Atty. •Lyim Compton 
Backstoppng Compton are Dei>. 

Dist. Attys. Daviid N. Fitts and 
John Howard. , , •

First order of busmsss or! 
dered. for -today by Superior] 
Court Judge Herbert V. Walker,] 
who will preside, is submission] 

'of a number of defense motions..

; Cooper and Parsons delivered 
;these to Judge Walker at a pre- 
]trial tonferente yesterday, but 
the decision of that conference 
was that no motion in the trial 
should ^be. submitted or, argued 
except in open court, ^-..^j

68AN22H6®
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' It is .understood that in, one! not, a court attache said yestei-- 
of the motions the defenee seSkis day -______
copies of the statements taken 
by the prosecution from- its. list­
ed preliminary witnesses. That 
list was furnished. Parsons last 
Octi.22. ; ;

In order for secur:i'ty to be 
maintained over 'Sirhan, the 
confsrencs was held in the tem­
porary 13th'floor HaliofJuustiee 
courtroom in winch hearty alll 
pralintInaries in the case have] 
been handled, Today’shasewilL

day.
He said that no special provi­

sions for selection of the Sirhan 
jurors had been made. They 

. will be selected from the coun­
ty’s regular jury pool.

Panels of 25 prospective ju­
rors each will be drawn and 
taken to a waittag room in’the 
old Hall of Records, then trans­
ferred t.o the courtroom when 
they are needed. ' .

open in ^.W-j. ^Ja. “  ̂

floor courtroom m.the Hall °f| will follow, submission of the,
1 Justice, which, has been armj ___i). defensee motions. ’ ,
pX6!^^^  ̂ P^ the jury is seIeitSed, it
w^pe™ eer ,for the y0™® wU be “sequestered’’—-Tocked 

oES - "upfor the durationW&ad
, Nw^en and spectators, en-k---------  
tering the courtriiom will be I 

[CaxfllhLfflarrliod
EibUMspectiie jurors will j



-Herald-Examiner photo

_ COURT CLERK ALICE NISHIKAWA EYES HIDDEN TV CAMERA 
It will survey Sirhxn trial from position in xir conditioner (xrrow)/



TELEVISION MONITORS IN OVERFLOW PRESS ROOM WILL AID IN TRIAL COVERAGE 
Closed-circuit network has been set up in the Hall of Justice Building.



-Herald-Examiner photo
SUEEBORR COURT JUDGE HERBERT WLKER 

He presides at trial of Siehan B. Sirhan^
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ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNAX

Toson------
DeLoach. _J
Mohr----------
Bishop-------
Casper------
CaNohcm —
Conrad------
Felt--------
Gale---------

Sullivan — 
Tavel-------  
Trotter----- 
Tele.. Room
Holmes-----

Sirhan Is Denied Delay 
LOS AN'GEUES (APl-Sir ! .Thejlgsultged this, say- r ' -————————*-.

I han Bishur* SlrbHn appeared I I “• "!’""» a great deal of
I in court todavfnrth<>Vp.rij expense and inconvenience m- '
I .n raun uauy Kr the aturt of I voW.. I feel we should move 

| as expeditiously as possible.“ 
j Walker also denied a plea 

for two separate juries, one 
to determuns whether Sirhan is _

bis trial on charges of mur- 
derwg Sen Robert I'. Keo-
nedy. but the session was ad- 

Jlouneid unU trmio«raw after 
a seres of defense moUrns, 
one an unsuccessful request 
for a 30-day delay.

The 24-year-old JarTfamhn 
was court about an hour 
and a half-.part of the time 
in a closed meetnw with at- 
•oeneys for both sides and 
SrPefor’ Court Judge Herbert 

I V. Walker .
Walker adjournal the trial 

to 2 pm tamarTw after de- 
n^.^. request for the 
monthia deJay and asking that 
ans of the motons be made in 
wnhng.

Sub™ appeared cam as 
t^c procnsd^ug?s began. He eq. 
tered the heavl^ gnarte>d 
courtoamn wearing a any suit 
a^ blue tie, sut down at the 

. long counsel tablfe and waved 
to fas att»rmys.. He later was 
ordered taken back to his mH

Judge Deaies Delay
JThe mavs for a 30-day de- J 
lay came when Grunt B 1 
Cooperr, ^ °f three defense ■ 
aitarneysL•s|knd ‘-h* ««■’».
KJ1* ofnot guilty be set aside

I <ar the sole and only pur- 
po« « mnkcng| a mrtiirul to : 
quash the ind1dtouutt» ।

Walker- asked that the mo-
SmJ* ma* h writing and 
Coofurr said he would need adk 
d«auull tme. "I would sua- 
gest a psrad ofJLdakls"’ he

guilty and a second to deter­
mine the penally f he is con- 
vuted. Walker sad Cooper 
could make the moton agate 
at the end of De first part of 
the trial. - j

Cooper has been ardsr<sl to ' 
appear this aferuaanl in US I 
District Court to answer a fed- j 
ml graud joys questions or 1 
show cause why he should not i 
be beM in. contempt of court.. :

Cooper could withdraw from I 
the Sir-ban case.. However. an- 
rtlnr defense auonety. Rus- 

✓ See SIUHAN', Page A-4
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