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Dee>nse Schedules ’Dry Run
For StWumon Winess.^

Chosen.by Lot I

-Tolson _ 
i&eLocchi 
Mohr___ 
Bishop- 
Casper _ 
CaHahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt 
Gale

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Stalt Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30 — 
ISirhan B. Sirhan will be called 
Jt.o the wtnness stand Tuesday 
in what appears; to be a "dry 
run" by the defense to save 
him from the gas chamber.

Chief defense counsel Grant 
B. Cooper insisted ,to newsmen 
that he needs the,slim, young 
Arab’s testimony as part of one 
last pre-trial maneuver.

'Apparently, however,' his 
lawyer's have yet to decide 
whether to put him on the 
stand'at his muideriM-al. Tues
day’s appearance will give’ 
them an opportunity to try him 
out without a jury present. ’

The mounting pressuees be- 
ban to tell, on the defendants 
mother-, Mary, who also will be 
called to testify Tuesday.. She 
burst; into' tear-s today during 
a recess.
Mother Reportedly Upset 1

Mrs. Sirhan was said t;o have 
been upset by a visit Wednes
day at her Pasadena homie by 
the prosecution’s chief psychi
atrist, Dr. Seymour Pollock:.

She was understood to have 
■ been convlneod by this ques- 

1 tiions that he put little stock in 
the defense claim that her son 
was incapabee of premeditated 
murder when Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy was 'assassinated in 
the Ambassador Hotel here 
last June.
. Ostensibly, the stocky Jory 

।daman, woman and her wasp- 
jwasseed son are being caBed 
as part of a defense bid to 

‘quash the first-degree murder 
indictment against hiim.

■Cooper has contended that 
the poor and the -dssadaan- 
taged have been improper-h' 
kept from serving on Los An
geles County grand juries 
’uch as the one that lodged 
the charge against Sirhan.

The Sirhans’ testimony Tues
day, Cooper stressed, would be 
limited t:o the difficuUiss in! 
makibig-emss meet as Arab iim-

Grand juross are chosen by! 
.ot from nominations submtt-J 
,ed by each Superior Court 
judge. The defense has com- 
plainedAhat this inevitabfy 
means a"plethora oHmldD eiti- 
zens from gil-^edgH neighbor- 
fiuuus such as Beveiyr'TiMSf'

Sirhan’s lawyers are polling 1 
most of the 133 Superior Court 
juOgts in the sprawling coun
ty by questionnaire to find out 
how they made their chokies. 
But three decided to testify in
stead, and they they acknowl
edged that they picked friends 
who cohtoyafforO to‘p«v=aehat_t 
jobf-^ year’s gcand jury" 
service'at 410 a day.
! • Cooper asked one. of th.e 
three, Judge Edward R.. Brand, 
whether all of his choices for 
a two-year per-ied made more 
than $15,000 each.

The judge had no doubt, of 
that. "It doesn’t take very'- 
much,” he said, "to earn over ,■

Rosen

Tavei-------
Trotter-----
Tele. Room
Holmes ___ 
Gandy

The Washington Post 
Times Herald
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Of -Financial Plight Mgt- By Georgie Lardner A-v
■ WasrinBtnnPost Staff. Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 4 — _Ttr_.mottro of the man 
accused of muoiering Sen.' Rodent F. iK■eime(ly testified, 
today in a low, -sorrowful voice' about how she baked tro
own bread, w-lked If work ahd'trill to pay her bitis beglie,.
on an thctmea^of less than $18501 a year. She got little i The progress, howeye,, wa 
caetl^eShe said, fJ0)m"teo_e■ons^ ’ ,,bi=^ 'tvers^doed^: hv the t^t
t TteLJroyere■ had, no .othirt
qieeu^iles, ’ but Mar-y Sir-han
was not quite lone. Abruptiy, 
she rose to her full 4 fret, 11 
inches. ,

"I thank Gol that Hie gave 
me the strength,-”’ she said 

■ emotionally, "And I thank the 
I United Stites also that I 
;never go hungry and that I 
have a roof over my hial;"

:Moments latere deputiis lid 
.her fifth child, Siohah B. Siri 
han, back to his jail cell. Hie 
had testified earlier, taking 

I his oath, with a’ .lightly, 
clenched fist;.

Both were erllrl by t;te dr-- 
‘fehSe:,tOlay 'to trstity about 
their'Struggle against poverty- 
since coming t:o . the.. United 
States'in-:1957, i ' ' " '
, Siot'rh turned up"^. a new 
blue shirt with buttpeid-oown 
collar and the bltn-grryy suit 
he has. worn to court almost 
every day for a, month. Hie 
was plainly, rnxtous for que-r 
turns,, any questions. ’

"-Obvttuely you're. the le- 
.frnl■rht in this action, Mi.. 
Sirhrn?-’ chief, defense counsel 
Grant B. Cooper asked.

The, e1rhler Jordanirn im
migrant smiled brorlly,

!“Yes,, sir,” he replir.l in a 
. firm, clear,, almost proud 
voice, ' ,

From thrre, Cooper ’led. the 
24-year-qld- lefrnlant through 

■a long list of 'low-prying odd. 
jobs, beginning in 1964 at a 
Pasadena drive-in and ending, 

.shortly ’before. Kehnrdy’s; as- 
ereeihatton, at a hralth food, 
storr in Prerdena. ’
, During, those five years,, Siri 
tah nodded, he. earmed pre

! lieely $6558110 before tuxes.
Hie had $740 oi'it!tleld in 

;taxes, he eril^ but he got -‘al- 
■ moet.rlL■of it backj Part of 
tis earnnigs,. hl eatl~70eht fc-

Judge Walker?; 'as eXpecte# 
lenieiCshe motion, rolffigThirt 
the attack on the "grand jury 
,systemi had neither orleva■nee 
nor merit;. The judges have 
lefended the setup on the' 

; goounlSs that. ylaMohg .'serviee 
on the grand .jury is too. •much 
of a ftiiianciai burden for' those 

.with, jobs they can't afford, to 
put aside; ■ „,

The court: will i'eConv■hee'

• step .before the actual, trial
■begins-’^ ’

was
overshadowed by . the testi-

ear-old mother “ mom'- And despite SMian’s 
----------1 .to ‘hSrt^bunbrief, appeaorwlee on thr eiahld, 
apparently not much; jj. w-s hils mother who dom-

“If I need it and. he have inatrl thr courtroom eeeeion. 
it; he wi11 gve itto me," Mrs. I The proud, levou,, strong- 
Siotrn testified. But. she gtt;mihdel’ Arab woman came to 
"very little.” She inllcr-tel'"-’-1'— 
that-:Sir•tlrh. used most of hils

California on her .own with
Siota■h, three other sons and 
hro only daughter, .Ayda, a. 
sickly girl who died of cancer, 
four years ago. .

The father; Bishara, a strict 
and orptrtrlly violent disci-

money to buy clothes - and 
maintain his second-hand 19516 
DeSoto^ the car found near 
the Ambassador Hotel after 
Klenhedy’s assassination Iasi 
June. plinarian, already had broken'

Sirhan-mdtwo^ them, though he 
e0^’,-MuI^il^!^21lI.and a111, 30.’irejoined the family brirfty, 
Ml lived with t.trio mother at r'- • 
her $12,000 Howard Street
home in Pasadena. They paid 
no room: or board, Mr's. Sirhan 
said.

According to Cooper, the 
four togethertori a net in- 

1 come of $8217 a year. The me- 
lirn income in the United 
States for a family of three or 
more wage .raoneeS, acctrdingi 
to 1967 figures, would be

first in New York and again 
later in Los Angeles. But hie 
stayed in the United States 
only three years before re
turning to his village near 
Jerusalem. .

Dressed in a black knit suit 
with a bright red courtroom 
pass dangling .from it;, Mi's. 
Sirhan told the court she has 

■worked, as a houseleeper!L:,at 
the. 'WrsSmlhster PrrsbytrrlanS1L798. A 'a .a

The testimony was an ef- niIseIys,,ectto ’ a :ffew—bccjks 
fotototototrr Cot]per^■'Crmlf«m^heo home, for’ thr .paste
Wadhe* first-degree.,. indict
mint against Siotah should

111 years...

be quashed. He protested, that 
minority -groups,’especially, the 
;poor, had been unconstitu
tionally excluded from the' 
grand july that lodged the 
charge.

; According, to a study com- 
msssopned by thr defense, the 
list of nominees for the 1968 
grand juiy was .top-hieavy with 
elderly, .affUl£ntt friends and 
neighbors, of the Superior 
Court judges who picked them.,' 
Few on the list, Cooper main-

_oear.

- Her pay check every two 
, weeks, she said, ' has been 
$92.11. , '

.T But now, she added,, site 
■ no longer? has the job. The 
ltioct, Mr's. Sirhan indicated, 
replaced. )..her last, month be

. cause she wante to attend' the 
trial and the nursery echtol 
needs the work done.

' Sha lid not say, nor did any
one ask’ how she 13 meeting; 
her $70 doUar-a-month mort
gage, payments and other' bills; 
'Nor was she. pressed, on how 
.she ever met her tb1iig-tt6hs. 
oin. $1850 a year without sub- 
stantirl help from tro sons; ;

Lateri the diminutive,, gray- 
hrirel woman told reporters 
that ah1 trlh't■ planned' to say 
iwhat, she lid after Judge1 
’Wakro=h£^d told tro,to step 
down. ■ ' .

Tolson
orl:t

ohr--  
Bishop — 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Frit 
Grle
Ros
Sulltta 
Trvrl — 
TItttrI _ 
Trlr. Room 
Holmes----  
Grnly -------

"ThatS- how I feel .realTyA I. 
• never go hungry in the United 
Statee*iwas''■e6■ giad.tomakr 
a home: for my ctlK0w7^ ■
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Youngest son Munir leads Mrs. Sirhan to courtroom.

Indictment Is Upheld
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Grand Juries
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Californio's Unique System
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By John Douglas „
HaraW-Ewmletf Staff Writer 

County grand 'juries .. 
how are they chosen?

Is the system archaic? -

In oaner states) such a' NeW^’Tnc e68 Grand ^vP11^ 
==^=5 ., n ed Sirhan. It notes this in. itsKYo'“'anc Counay Grend Jury. jeport.ln.a iodine, paragraph^ 

. is m session ataost cMtinua--j The same report devotes 65 

; ly, as it is, in CalUbrnia. Bute pages to the. Grand Jury in-

A-11 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Clif.

■Do .they try to accompiiShi 
। too much in their dual respon- 
Iiiibliiitei to the criminal. 
1 courts and to civil- govern
ment?

there is. a difference. Thie vestigailon of counify govern- 
Grand Jury, exm in v^y'ment, ^ wa'wi: a crjmdnal 
limited' 'circumstances has investigatton. Much of ta i' urn aramsunces, nas based 6n the fiIldIngs. of an 
only to power to indict for audit team, employed- each 
arime m Not York - noth- J'year by the jury. ‘ -
™g elsea' I This, year the jury also de

But in Caiffoniaa the’ Legis- ‘voted its. time to. inve^!gation
These questions wilt be lature has- given Grand Jury |o- hea^h se™s in the 

Dreaed by dfense W^ in many .teffe Slimming tiEm .^s^ '5 ^SS^ 

the. Sir-han'Bishara Sirhmiiup, the 1968 Los Angeles ,and to o proto of inadequate 
mwrdOT trial this week as they County Grand Jury reported 'facilitees for ' the: Coroner'

. county, a study of.stu.dent un-

not only seek tto quash the in-1 to the Board of Siipervisors: Office.
dicmeent chargmg their client, t 
with the muder of Sen. Rob- , 
ert F. Kennedy, but also to
overturn forever Californiia’s

“Few citizens realize-that I As 1I1» grand.jUiOrs.■•I|^
-Calforniaa county grand'juries | iteir Aik1 report: "Ios An- 
have two-fold functions: The geles County is oneofthe-
first, wel-kniown, is the crmF"

nnique Grand. Jury system. nal function; tto secMdi te"
' ' ' _ ■ _ widely j-ecogniized but equally

--The law of. every 'tete j important, is; the _ civil, or 
। housekeeping’ rcSpbnSib^lIty^

ges. financial enterprSefe ।

-

makes provisoon for some 
kind of Grand Jury system. In 
thie New England states, these 
juries are, seldom called into' 
session-summoned only in 
the event of major crmees or 
,SCandaliLL„^J:^^d
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IffiheTest..,. . "Theconduct? " Judge Arthur Alarcon, who 

of this enterprise, and the. twc:e as Criminal Courts Ms’? 
spending of a budget in'emess- ter Cal^dar -Judge,. has su- 
of $1.5 billion: is,, by law, the r pervised the jury, estimated 
direct businnns of,'the Grand in testimony at. '.the /.Sirhan
Jury '

The magnttude of the Grand
Jury’s, ■ta’k cm perhaps be 1

trial that a member of .the 
jury spends- some 50. hour's

ii weekly on his task

fothomed by comparing He.', 
cdunty with a similar metro- 

.polita regiojn. •' ,

The only mumcipal jurisdlc-'f 
■ tion in the United States com-. 
parabte in population to !Los,

For ft he is. paid $10 daily 
when thd grand jury is sitting, 
pins- mileage one-way at 10 

cents' per mite

'The element, of sacrifice- of 
Tme,, Judge AlirCOn:and 

Judge Chantry testified,' is the 
major barrier they found in 
their search for young, people , 
and members of minority

1 groups to; serve on the. jury.

Judge Brand testified' he 
never made, any special effort 

„ to -find 1 either the young, or

Angeles County is the City of 
New York. Thai' city, divided 
into fve counties, never has. 
Ie’s tan five grand juries 
sitting nimutiaileolisIy. ’

''Ketinetfi •Chantry, retired I 
Prca(iiilg. Judge of the Los 
Angeles County Superior -

the minority group' members, 
when he sought nominees.- He 
appointed people he knew.

The system of selection in
_ , . , , Caiicenna is a romplex ope. It.

■ CMrty, and. Judge -Edwanl ■ begins each September in the 
BraM a n^mter of tee Supe- ( year peide .o which ihe juror 

is to serve.

In Los. Angeles County, each 
of thie 134 Superior Court 
Judges is invited' to nominate 

■ two-, perooss. Some do not 
make nomination,, others 
name only a ’ingle person. In 
each case- it is Up to the 

.individual jurist

The names submitted are 
then subjected- to a back
ground inventiittinn and stud-

'rior bench' 'since. .1936, both
:believe that the time grand F

, jury service takes and the i
Tnere are dually twee t^ juegment required of a juror 

number. Moreover, all the .in his ans>essencenlt of the
civil ‘housekeeping’ tactions 
pcrfomied by-.the Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury arc clone 
by the New York State and 
.New Y°rk City comptroller’ 
office, each with a staff of- 

'hundreds.

'la Loa Angeien the 23, mem- 
.»«’■ of thg jury can expect 
to meet four or five days a ■ 
week, and' be loaded with 
homework to study at their all- : 
too-rare leisure; .Although, by 

- law, the jury must, hiie an 
auditor, .usually a certified^' 
public accountant, that ac-! 
countant;’ ftldings must be 1 
.’tudied and. approved by the J

county’s business,, necessarily 
limite service on the jury to a 
few.

'Unlike many jurisdicOons, 
California ;grand juries sit for 
a full calendar year. An- ap- 
pwtte. -to. the jury must be 
able to make the financial 
sacrifice demanded by this

■year’s service. And, if he is1__ i-k-U J'^'ied by1 a committee of judges, 
'n°l self-employed, he must whichi/may have from three to
have an employer who. is wilL

jurors before they can be,&,

.ing to, in effect, give him up 
for that year.

Judge Brand especially, ac
cording to W testimony at 
Mi1 Sir-han -trial, is convinced 
that. the decisions, about the 
county’s business a .grand ju- 
ioi i’: required' to make also

aiiW II rrequires a person of, extraor-
Wary intelligence and bush

.eight members.

Some names are winnowed- 
out and the rest;.given to the 
county clerk. By the spin of.a 
wheel, he selects 34' names. 
Summons are served on these 
34,, and they appear before .the 
.clerk, at which time, again by 
tthie spin of a wheel, 2:3 of their 
number are finally chosen for 

1 nervice.. 'Tins selection must 
be, made by Dec. 10 in. the

ness acumen.
jear preceding the year in

| . which the juror is1 to serve.

In criminal casesrhanWin



quests, mVQlving th® remBA^Defense attonrejsrbelw 
vaTof civil officials, which im^that in. many cases.^hs^tudy 
.Grand Jury also has Lhe.pow- will show the judge’ nomina- 
er to do, 14 of ^ 23 ju- ed their friends. -However,
ors must hear the evidence 
and concur before an indic-- 
ment or’removal'may be vot
ed. '

In iLl. civil work, the GraM 
Jury is divided into cOmmLt- 
tees:. Audis; Schoch, Social 
Service, Smog, Jadls, . eLcf ; 
These committees are of dif
fering size depending on Lheir 
imporaanee and rtlponsibliLt.y.

The jury makes its crimmal 
reported the Wer Crimi
nal Calendar Judge and its 
final, municipal report to Hie- 
Board of Supervisors. il has 
the. services of the DilLricL 
Alow and his staff, and 
other-.munteW offic^’ as 
staff. .

IL must hire an auditor, but, 
'unlike other states in Califor
nia thie jury can not hire an 
attorney independent of the 
district, attorney.

Each Of. the .judges who 
ilomhaLtdl: a member-'of the 
(jury which indcLedi Sirhan 
.has been asked .questions 
about, the, criteria he used in 
selecting nominees. -_==^.-

many observer's maintain
that, given the civil respOnli- 
bilities at the Grand Jury, this 
occurs became the jurists 
want persons whose judge
merit they trust.,

Emile Zola Berman, oneof 
1 Sirhan’s lawyers says that the 

■ very nature of the CalifOrina 
Grand Jury system is suc h 
LhaL “no working stiff can. 
ever serve.”

Becaiiee Of this*, he, and his 
associates, Grant B. Cooper 

and -Russell E. Parsons, will 
attack the system at its note 
,-^the: selection process- and. 
.the civil aspect. •

They expect to take, their 
. battle Lo Lhe U.S. Suprmne

Court.. . ’
i „. Should they prevais, the Cal
ifornia Grand. Jury system 
would fall. 't==±^
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By THEO WILSON
Staff Cot■rssponesnt of T’he News

Los A.ngelss, Feb'. 11—The Sirhan Sirhan, .murder trial, now estimated t;o last 
“from." three days to three month's,” got its competes' jury ■today with the SWSatlngim. 
of six alternate jurors. —- - ■ . u—

Judge HerberfV.-Walker then 
.adjourned court until Thursday, 
because tomorrow is Lin(-onnis 
birthday and a county holiday, 
and opening statements and tes
timony are scheduled to begin 
then.

Might Cop a Plea
- T’hie altenhae.ss—theee women 
and three men, including the only 
Negro accepted —.were sworn 
amid, courtroom gossip that there 
jis a chance Sirhan may cop a 
plea, that fe, plead guilty of first 
'or second degree murder. ."'

In this .state, a defendant can1 
'plead guilty of. first degree mur- 
.der to get a sentence of iLife im
prisonment.'

Neither the. defense nor .'prose
cutton' W-uid confirm or deny the 
rumor, except to say. that there 
is always a “possibility” that this ■ 
can happen. .

. Sirhan has been • indicted for 
first degree murder in the Junie 
5, 1968, slaynng of Sen. Robert FA 
Kennedy . I' convicted ^his iUtnrs: 
could send him to the gas cham
ber or seneenee him to prison for 
life. - sIf hie were to .plead guilty of 
ssco>nid degree murder, with the 
consent of the .prosecution,, then 
sentencing would issI with Walk;- 
er, who could send the 24-y ear-odd 
defendant ■l— pt,ison.fot anywhere 
fr-m .fivs.ysars to li-fe.

Sirhan, also could plead guilty 
of manslaugherr, winch carries a 
sentenee of from” one to 15 years.

T’hie ramoss about a possible 
pIsi have been 'msnttoned since 
the trial started, but they got 
added impetus after District At- 
torniey Evehe L. Younger told re- 
porlsts! yesterday—after a meet
ing with the judge, and .all of the 

, att-tnsyS —that tiie. trial could 
last, “from three days to theee 

। weeks.” . -
Possible Meaning ' 

■ Assistant D. A.: John Howard 
said! today he bslievsd Younger 

. merely was .indicating that no- 
1 body can .estimate the length, of a । 
trial. A•Ssi|Ki^de^^i■alttornlsy 
Russel* Par®yyhlB^ 
:sibilit.-E.oaj«g7gullty-plsal^w been

_The alternates were ~aCiSplsd^^ 
tocay=af^r chief dsasnse attorney 
Grant G—per' arose and said: 
,Y-ut honor, I am happy to an- 
normce wo have A jury."

C--psr made this’ statement 
immediately after assistant Dis-. 
tnct Atterney ^Daydd N. Fitts 
said for the second time today 
thal tiie state accepeed the six 
alternaess in the box.

“A Hard Look,” He Thunks
The firil time, "Fitts accepted, 

Cooper 'used, a pSrsmptoey chai-' 
lenge to get rid of a 1'hpu8sWiSe 
after Sirhan agitatedly conferred, 
with his attonneys, getting up 
from his chair, and lsaniTlg over 
the bench, to lalk■ with them, '

,It was lsaTnse that Sirhan' be- 
lisvse the ■housewfee, who was 
seated .ysstereay, gave him '‘a 
hard look.” , -

She was replaced by an-thsr 
woman and the alternaess were 
SWiifii -^=5ths 20th day of the 
trial, now .hi its sixth week.~ ~

TOP CLIPPING . „
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Sirhan Jury Is Set; 
Trial Scheduled-t 
To Open Thursday

By George Lardner Jr 
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb,. 11 - 
The last jurors for Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan’s assassination 
trial were sworn in, today amid 
'backstage maneuvering over a 
guilty plea that could savehim 
from the gas chamber. 1

Prosecution and defense1 
lawyers both conceded that a 
guilty plea fr-om Sir-han was. “a: 
postibli;t:y“’ .But several obsta--' 
cl.es' remain.

Superior Court Judge Her
bert. V. Walker, it appears, 
wants the trial to be held. And 
Sirhan wants to tell his story,

The actual trial is scheduled 
to begin Thursday with open
ing statements by chief, pros
ecutor Lynn D. Compton and 
defense counsel Emile Zola 
Berman. ‘ ——^

“Wetr-e going to work in (to 
the, tr-ial) all tire problems 
that make up Sirhan Sirhan— 
and explain just how he ticks 
or doesn't tick,” Berman told 
reporters.

The 24-year-old Jordanian 
immigrant busied, himself to
day wi.th the. fi.nal choice of 
jurors. HuddUng with his at
torneys, he had them dismsss 
a blond woman they were 
about t.o accept;, then, at length 
•pronounced his tatitfactioo 
with the final pane..

The six juros chosen will 
serve as alternates in case 
any of the 12-member panel 
twooo in last week dies or 
becomes ineapaciaaled.

The alternates named today 
include three men and three 
women. The last to be named 
was Gloria J. Haffey-, a Pacific 
Tetephoee and Telegraph Co. 
worker.

She replaced 'Mrs. Beth 
Feenstra, the wife of a Los 
Angeles el.ectriic.iro who was 
about to be. seated until Sirhan 
,spoke up.
, “He just didn't.like. her. Lie 
wanted somebody else, that's 
rll,” chief defense counsel 
.Grrot B. .Coopw told', report 

, ^ers. Ot1it£lexpralnl!d lthrt'S'I$

-But .while preparations for 
।the; trial, went forward? It was 
learned 'that lawyers for both 
sides have been feeling each 
other out about the possibility 
of- a guilty pica.

District Attorney Evelle J, 
Younger fueled t:he gossip 
Monday after a brief, confer- 

(ence with Judge Walker. The- 
trial, .Younger subsequentiy 
announced, could last, three 
months or, he said, it could 
last “three day's;.” 
| Elaborating on the cryptic 
remark today. Younger point- 
edout that Sirhan’s attorneys 
have already conceded that he 
!kited! Sen, Robert F. Kennedy 
in the Ambassador Hotel her-e

|giCarrying the defense_con-

conclusion,” Younger said, Sir- 
han’s. lawyers might choose to 
dispenee with his firs--degeee 
murder trial altogether and 
“go directly to the question of 
penalty.”

.Under California law, a sep
arate .trial is held in first- 
degree murder casts to choose 
between life imprisonment and 
death, in the gas chamber at 
San Quentin,

Sirhan's attorneys have been 
.hoping for a manslaughter or 
second-degree murder verdict;, 
but to win either, they would 
have to go through a fuil■drest 
trial.

“We wouldn’t; consider a 
plea to 'anything other than 
first-degree murder-,” Younger 
said., _

With the courts approval; 
however, Sir-han could enter 
a firrstidegr-ee mur■llto plea on 
condition that hie be given, lite 
imprisonment. Speaking, tor 
the prosecution,. Younger said 
that such a bi.d “would ceotrinl- 
ly commraidd our serious, con- 
.sderaronft—h——=------- ■

• Tentative ditnasSsio>hs»aQng, 
this me j/aite already-been, 
held. But Judge. Walker rp- 
pear-s to be balking. “Het's not 
about to give •his contenl,” 
one source said. *

'Other possible . .stumbiing; 
blocks include Sirhan himself 
and the public resentment; 
that would almost, certainly be 
ttireed up at being deprived 
of the inside story behiOd the 
assrt'sihatiorl. 1

Tiie defense clri:m.t that Sir- 
han wis so obtetted by thie 

■Arab-Israeli, conflict that he 
was incapable of premeditated 
murder when he shot Sen. 
Keooedy; an avowed supporter 
of U.N-. aid to IsraeL -

The defense could ttili try 
an end run around Judge 
Waiter, by entering a straight 
1 ‘guilty” plea to,.the Hrs-de- 
gree murder .charge, perhaps 
wih the; uoderttrodiog that 
the prosecuiion would not push 
for a. death te.ntejcce at the 
penalty trial, 4=52=^ 
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L Sirhan Seeks Mistrial;
J Publicity On Plea Cited

Carplr----------------
Callahan -------------
Conrad_________

By a Star Staff Writer
LOS ANGELLES - Attorneys 

for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan today 
moved for a mistrial on grounds 
that pretrial newspaper, radio 
and SoIevisoon publicity may 
have prejudieed the jury select
ed to decide whether Sirhan is 
guilty of kiliing Sen. Robort-F. 
Kennedy..

As the court session opened, 
Grant Cooper, one of Sirhan’s 

■ three lawyers, immediately 
moved for the mrIfc•altti•PiccCi• 
cally citing an article in yester
day morning’s editoms of the 
Los Angeles ■ Times which said 
Sirhan was considering entering 
a plea of guilty to the charge of 
first-degree murder.

“The defendant, Sirhan Sir
han, moves for a mistrial of this 
case OfThegound ^0x4111 pub-1 

|deity imjngtnig originally ,from 
I an ^article in the Los  ̂Angeles 
Times yesterday mornnig whc* 
was foUowed by a resume oi the 
same fac’s on every radio rSa- 

■ tiion in the country” may have 
prejudiced the jury. ......

Cooper said the publicity con
cerning speculation about;a pos-- 
siblo voluntary plea of guilty 
had reached ttho p-oint of “satu
ration” prior to tho tim.o of jury 
was soquostorod. ।

Members of t;ho jury hoarmg 
the case were not locked up in a 
downtown hotel until yest:eidlay 
evening. Prior to that, specula
tion about a possible guilty ploa 
was carried not only in tho Los 
Angoles papor-s but by nows mo- 
dia throughout the country.

Sirhan’s trial in Los Angeles 
County Superior Court formally 
opened on Jan. 7, but it was not 
[until Jan. 24 that preliminary 
motions were disposed ofand a 
(jury of eight mien and four wom
en was selected.

Selection of six alternate ju
rors, was completed Tuesday and 
Judge Herbert V. Walker or- 
derod a one-day recess yester
day in honor of Lincoln’s Birth
day prior to prlsenaiona^ol 
openn<argualeilSs and the pros-

Ocu&dnss case, to bo folO)01<^d 
by the casHor thio deensSeT

T'he reporte that Sirhan’Si ai- 
torneys proposed that heptad 
guilty came amid indicatloys 
that both prosecution a^ de
fense psychiatrist, who have ex
amined the -24-yoar-old Jorda
nian found he quaUfied under 
California's unusual ”diministlee 
rosponsibiltt”” midica--1ggal 
test. ’ .

That standard—something of a 
limited insanity plea-a^ows a 
elfendant in a capital case t;o 
ar'gui that his mental or imo- 
tional capacity at tho time tho 
crime was commttted was soI 
dimrniehed as to rule out the 
dogr-ho of prhmedtaatlon wMch 

i must bo proven by the prosocu- 
• tion to sicur-h the diath penalty. 
। Sirhan was indicted on a 
J charge which says he killed Ken
nedy hire last June 5 “with mal
ice aforethought”—the dhgrei of 
prlmeeiiation whose maximum, 
penally upon conviction in Cali
fornia is diath in tho state’s gas 
chamber.

California juries- docidi both 
' the ' guilt or innoclnce of the ac- 
cusid and tho sintonce ho must

Not Dicidid YoS , ,
“I am norruliolg out any op

tion,” raid Russell E. Parsons, 
one of t;’iree dofenre lawyer. 
Such a porslblltly is always;dis- 

:cussed in any case. I have 
Sahced about the porrlbilily with 
tho prosecution right ll'om Shi 
b1ginnlng. But at the moment, 
thi trial is eoioe oo.^^^

^1^1#!;

R”" oW-Sullivan —LQZ-4JL Tavil F
Trottir________
Tile. Room 
Holmes_________
Gandy -------------------
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serve if convicted. Whoieor a ellloeant plead’' guilty to 
frrst-lerooe murder or is con- 
victid of tho charge, tho jury 
can male only two possible rec- 
cmmendaatonr—laseh or Ufo im- 
prssonmeittt

The latter has emerged as a 
possibility--iq? 'iho Sli-ilm ilse, 

partcuary^il seo PlorsctsOfnl 
dOlff=n0SaCtively pros’ for a 
death sonSence. Los Angelos 
County List. Atty. Evolle J । 
Younger has hinted hi would ac- 
copi ruce a compromier, '

Both Youngor and Ceill Dopu- 
ty Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton , 
said Shir woik that the prorlcu- 
tion would ri.uely the porrlbiltty ( 
of accepting a guilty ploa to i 
first-degoie murder. ■

:Sirhan, howovor, reportedly 
■ balked at his attorneys' initial 
sueeerSonr of pIo■aeimg guilty 
bicausi hi folt, thi reift in stra-- 
ogy would deny him tho opportu
nity t;o publicly lxplaiit, from the 
witness stand, h’s .reasons for I 
She arrarrinati6n.«
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FOR KEY APPEAR

Two Opening SJatehehts 
Are.Expected This Week

By LACEY FOSBURGH' 
Special to The New York Tmes

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 8—AL 
Ihough. .the trial of Sirhan 
Bi.shara Sirloin started 34.days 

' ago and is expected t:o continue 
for two or three .-months more, 
one day next 'week may be the 
most critical day of . all.' 
Lua1 .J111 a1 two, lawyers 
who have been silent during 
^t, process of jury selection 
wiU sland up in the .small,- 
crowded eighth-floor cduftodhhr 
in, the Hall of Justice here and) 
^yer todr. opening 'state
ment ; I

. First, tim Chief Deputy Dis] 
trie1 Attorney, Lynn D. Comp/ 
ton, who has been absent for 
more than 100 murder canes 
mgs, will speak.' : ' ’ I 
j The jurors, accustomed to 
hearing lhe two ‘Deputy Dial 
.rc1 Attorneys, David N. Filts 
and John E. Howadd, will, then 
listen for almost an hour to lhe 
deep, gruff voice of lhe 6-foot- 
tail, 220-pound former foolball 
player outlining the prosecu
tions case. 5 r

Afterward, 66tyear-old Emile 
Zola ■Berman/,’the slight, bald- 
ish defenytIlawytt from New 
York.who has'not yet said 10 
audit)! words in open court, 
will rise and face the jurors.

I ‘Ths is .about the most im
portant part of. the wholetriat,” 
he said the other day, "If you 
can’1 make ■the jury realize’ in 
tire open^ng^saathhtnnt that, you 
have a valid and strong de
fense, you’re lost.”

Day in., day out:, Mr. Berman 
\ has feaMd back in his chair, 

his fingertips pressed "ioi;tlhtr, 
and started the prospective 
Turors fces as his colteagues, 
Grant B. Cooper and RussselE. 
Parson3’. questioned them.

"Thus is lhe only ehanct you 
have,"' he said, "for lhe wteky 
lad weeks and perhaps mornhst, 
t:hal go by unlit summation 
lime, lo explam your case and 
convinpe. thtm.of the validity 

.of whal you believe abouit you’ 
elltnl.”

Mr, Berman, a member of the 
board of trustees of' the Intet-' 
national, Academy of Trial Lawt- 
yerst was chosen to dtlivtt this 
important, ypeeeh,l Mr. Cooper 
'explained,., “because; he’s ■rte:0gt 
nixed as the top lawyer in .lhe 
eaunlr’e^t this; No' one's.better 
thanCsermant” he: Said" ‘ ~.

g
ts-a.real ehalt^g^gM’^ 
tiln .yat^of the assignment^

tough.? ' '
1956 lhe .waged a suGcest- 

lfultdefente bathe lo’ have' Staff 
IST-. Matthew. C. McKeon'found 
£gaUly only■pf-drinklng on duly 
^and1S.ihlple negligence.

The sergcanthad been charged 
wilh culpable negligence and 
responsibility for Hie death of; 
six marines' in a South Carolina' 
swamp. . i

“Here's n guy who Shot Kent- 
..nedy. nnd tytreb6dy.knows'’it/' 
Mr. Berman said.. ‘You have 
uothtog. bul hostility lo slnri 
with. The whote case, depends 
on how lhe jury rtncts to my 
optning“’

1 Problem. .Wlleli
| I He ,lntends to argue. “nol in 

I psychattric .tirmsi or mumbo- 
| jumbo, bul i-in English‘” that 
' Sirhan was, of unsound mind 
, when he, shot t:he Senator lnSf 

I June. He 'was in a slate of 
1 “diministed rtsponsibflily‘, and 
could, nol have given, the act

, the rational and hiatute coosil-- 
etntion neeessnte for n first-

i degtet mu[rller conviction, Mr. 
I Berman said. ' .

“The probtem will be. to, pet- 
I (suade litem this is a real de
li fense for" Sirhao?“ he said, 
1. "and that, psychiatry is nol 
a1 witchcraft or alchemy"’

f White lhe selection, of1 six nl- 
'.ternate jurors continued last 
I week lnd is scheduled lo re
i siime Moniday, the lwo: lnwyess 
I have been busy'preparing their 
,speeches,

Mr. Compton,,• who -has tried 
FoF; tian,half of the proceedt- 

। m his 19 years ns a,prosecutor 
in LosAngefes County,, slid he 
‘will negate some of the ra- 

mors Ihal have arisen about 
■ the assassination.”

The prosecution expects to 
call about, 80 •wl0teytss,. many 
of whom saw the shooting in 
the Ambassador Hotel list 
June. ,‘I don’t: want to reveal 
ahead of time Whal Tm going 
to ' say,” Mr-. Compton said, 
:“bul Some off our evidence;! 
maY'■Jte■.■Unexpt^ Il may.be 
yi.mttltO® •‘ people •a’e" Tol 
aware of.” ■ It

6 ?,FFR5^360
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* Advocate for Sirhan
Emile Zola Berman 12
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By LACEY FOSBURGH 
Special to The Tew York Tlmei

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 14—In
May of 1964, Emile Zola

Berman, carrying a briefcase
and a pair of small, white 
sneakers, headed south for
Alexandria, La.

Waiting for him was a 14- 
year old Negro boy, barefoot 
and alone in a stuffy dark 
cell, charged with raping a 

67-year-odl spin
Man sterl> a member of

the town's leading 
in the family. "They
News wanted the death

penalty," Mr. Ber
man, a gaunt, baldish lawyer, 
recaUed recently. ”1 was the 
Jew from New York and he 
was a Negro kid. It was 
tough, I can tell you. We 
were up against the most 
prestigious family in the area 
and an all-white jury.”

Several weeks later, Mr. 
Berman went back to New 
York, and the boy, wearing 
his new sneakers, started a 
two-year jail sentence.

The Greatest Chanenge
Today Mr. Berman faced 

perhaps the greatest chal
lenge of his long,, distin
guished career. In Ute eighth
floor courtroom in the Hall of 
Justice here, in the opening 
statement for the defense, 
he began trying to persuade 
a jury that there was “a 
real and valid defense" for 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
charged with the murder of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
last June.

"Its tough, its real tough, 
but that’s why Tm here,” Mr. 
Berman said receet-y.

“The worst cases and the 
worst crimes make the best 
law and this one represents 
evetything I’ve been working 
for all my life. Sirhan is a 
symbol of every man’s right 
to a fair trial and this right 
needs constant reinforcement 
by people! qualffidi to do it.”

Mi-. BermalCT6^eart old, 
is defending Sirhan without 
payment as a member of the 
deeense team.

In 1956 he waged a fierce 
defenee battle in Pams Is
land, S. C., to have S. Sgt. 
Matthew C. McKeon found 
guilty of drinking on duty 
and simple negligence. The 
defendant had originally been 
charged with culpable negli
gence leading to the.death af

Although^^e frequently 
makes such journeys to far
away places to defend ind-- 
vidua’s from the death pen
alty. Mr. Berman’ regular 
work is defending rotp>orli- 
tions against liability ’nil’s. 
For each courtroom appear- 
aere for the New York firm 
of Berman & Frost, he re
portedly receives $4,000.

Whether in his favorite 
rettauaants, Toots Shor and 

“21’•^OFa^aeyof,|lSiS^t;tl^ee 
homes in New York City, 

- Roslyn Heights, .1., and 
Wetlt^aeelOea■ Led-. Mr-Ber
man is frequency engaged 
in a choice pastime—eelling 
stories to friends.

Among his favorites is the 
one about the time he jumped 
’hip in California one sum
mer long ago and hitchhiedd 
East. He was then a ytudeet 
at New York Univessity. He 
was graduated from the 
N.Y.U. Law School in 1925.

History of a Name
Anofoer is the history of 

his name. In the late eighteen- 
nineties, his parents, refugees 
from Russia, were among a 
group of students livlnn in 
Paris whiom Emile Zola took 
under his wing.

Later when her first yoe 
vias born in America, on foe 
Lower East Side Nov. 3, 1902, 
the young mofoer named him 
after the Freerh author who 
defended Capt. Alfred Drey
fus after he was roevicted of 
treason.

Virtual! everyone. Mr. Ber
man says, calls him "Zuke.

As a child playing ie foe 
streets, he woudd hear hiy 
mother call, “ZoU, come up 
for your milk."

"That wouldn't do," he 
said. "Somebody thought of 
Zuke as a remedy.”

The only person who ha’ 
ever called him Emite is his 
second wfe, Virginia.

Mr. Berman’ two rhiidten, 
both from his first marriage, 
are named Eliza and Eli.

To Sirhan and his family, 
he is Mr. Berman. Almost 
every day after he emerges 
from the courtroom, Mr. Ber
man finds the defendants 
mother, Mary, and gives her 
an enthusiastic embrace.

“I have to show her I'm 
with her," Mr. Berman ex
plains. "I'm here fighting for 
her son's hfe, andiwant her 
to' know we have a rhaere.”
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b ExcerptsJrom Sirhan La wye 
StatementaFTrial

Special Ito The New York Times_____ ~~ - „ „„ , ^ .

—FoHowuig are excerpts 
from an unofficial lrahtcripl 
of the opening statement 
made to the jury today by 
Emrte vola Berman of New 
York, defense counsel for 
Sirhan Bi'shara Sirhan:

Now one thing Id like to 
fasten down! with you. The
evidence in this 
disclose that the

casse will 
defenciant.

Sirhan Sirhan, is an imma
ture, emotionally disturbed
and mentally ill youth.

To start, then, at the. be- 
ginillng, Sirhan was 3 years 
old when war broke, out be

tween Pa.Iestinian Arabs and 
Zionists in Palestine in 1947. 
It was then that shooting 
took place on -the very 
street where he lived in 
Jerusalem.

On the Saturday before 
Easter of 1948, Sirhan and 
his mother, father, brothess 
and ttslrr crawetdi. out of 

J their home in the early dawn 
with gunshots echoing all 

| about them to a temporayy 
8 safety in an Orthodox Chris- 
S tan convent in another part 
E of the city, 
£ They never went back. 

They lived with other up- 
r'ooted and evicted Arabs in 
a hungry, war-oom, violent 

1 existence. Sirhan, this young 
boy at the timet, was ex
posed to the most severe, re

. peated tcrnet- of war with 
such effect upon him to 
leave their mark upon his 

„ prrsonallry all during his life. 
» Sirhatn saw a little girls 
’ leg blown off by a bomb and 
J the blood spurting from be- I low her knee, -as though 
P from a faucet;; He went into 9 a spell, he stiffened, his face R contorted, he was out of conE tact with reality, and lost all 
| sense of where he was or 

what was happemng to Mm.
L*'In a Trance for 4 Days'

. These severe reaction
* spells from the horrors of 

war occurred again and 
i again. For example, a bomb 
texplodEd when he was play
ing near the Drmascut Gate, 
Sirhan went into a spell, 

„someone called his mother,

^^h^§gL1ra yrar§=of=lhe• 
hot and CoKi war, the Sirhan

* family, under great hard
ships, tried to make things 
work out.

) , Sirhan went to the Lul:hrr■ : 
an church .school run by | 

■ Arab Christiant, and at his j 
age of 12 the family came to ’ 

, America, to this, country, and i 
that was in 1957. Some seven 

j months later, the father left ! 
r their home alone;, and aban- ' 
. doned his family and re- 
• turned to Jordan, did noth- 
i ing for them financially or 

dt;herwSry, up to and includ- 
i ’ing the present, moment — 
J and in fact divocced his 
pmother. .
> . While here, Sirlian went, to 
I Muir High School, where he 

always felt and always re- ’ 
acted as an outsider — it 1 
was a fact. He just didn't ' 
belong. Hie was someone who 
didn't belonig;. He graduated 
■Muir High School and was 
•accepted at Pasadena City

LJl-WasitSJlmbi.ti.on to be-

come a Oipiomat. He 0i0n’l 
make the gr-ade and was di:s- 
mistdd from cohege after 11/2 
years, in March, 1965, hdcaude, 
of failng marks in four sub- 
lrcts.. Arid once agai:n, an- 
jother1 der’eat. ' „... _

_ He got a job ' working 
:nights at a gas tlrlion and 
witt his earnings he bet on 
lte tortrs-hiopping to make 
a' fortune — rnO: that woud 
showLthem1 all that he was,, a I

Tohod n ^____  
©Oaict 
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Oncd~~again, defeat, 1^3035, ] 
. Hke many horse playasS, he " 

lost. ।
He then got a job as an

' dxrrcisd boy at a thorough- • 
bred r-anch' near Corona. He 
was hoping and ambitious 
to become a jockey — and 
a great one. Well; one foggy 
morning at the ranch he was 
thrown by a hortd right into 
a rail, knocieed unconscious 
and taken to an emergency 
hospital. He couldn't do much 

5W^lh5ho1rsdS rftrr that. An- 
other.failure.
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Wrote a‘Declarator ' 

i Ha complained about head
aches, beCame.more and'more 
irritable, brooding, quick to' 

> anger, and' preoccupied with' 
’fanatical obsessions of hatred 

' suspicion and distnstt. He too 
, to long hours, of readmg 
r on she power, of the mirid.

In fact; on the 2d. of June, 
. 1967, an you will bear .in 

mind that Arab-ssraeii h°Itili-
■ ties were occurmg. in the 

: Middfe - East. ann. wan broke. 
'out on .the 5th of .June, 1967. 
,But to repeat, on Junie . 2, 
1967, he wrote a ^ and I 
quote nows ,so you will Have 
some concept of what kind 

- of mind we and you the 
.jury will be/.dealing with.— 
1 'Declaration of War Against 
American Humanity,”' in 
which the following appears:

. ‘The1 victims of the party 
in favor ,of .this declaratfoni 
(now mind you, this is back 
in ’67, not ‘68) will be. or 

, are now the President, Vice. 
President, etc, down, the lad-.

. der,” “
‘ \In this' deciafatinn he also
wrote:, ‘

' “The author of this memo-.
randa. expresses his wishes 
very bluntly that he wanks 
to be recorded, by hisSory as 
the, man who ,triggeeid off 
the last world wap;” r

Three days’later the six-' 
day Arabissaaeli war broke 
out in the Middle. East. He 
saw -on tal1evIsinn; heard on 

1 radoo and read in the. news- 
■ paper's and the.events of .those 
days,,and the defeat of the 
Arabs by the Israels. '

,All of this triggered h’s 
, spells.'. In his fantas1es he. 

was often a hero and ssvinr 
of his people: In’ the srali- 
,ties.’of life, as our" doctors 
will, tell you,, however, he 
was-small, heiptess. isolated, 
confused and1, bewildered by 
.emotionis oyer which he had 

- absolutes no control,.
He br.came concerned

. with- mystical thoughSs. and 

. searched for' supernataal 
powers of the mind over mat- 

■ Ser...■Ha. started mystical ex- I 
paslmanIs in his. room; For I 
example, he would concm- 
Sratr on a hanging Had. fish
ing sinkef and make, it swing 
back and forth by the power

' ^f^!IL_P^n<^ and concentra*

^=Bought a Revolves^^ 
mtInTJanuary of :1968 'six. 
mbnths before, the death of 
&s^annedtn he and his 
bSOShlTr,_ bought -.a ,22maliber 
lvor Johnson' rrv°lvrs to use 
ioS^poSS’ and Sirhan spent 
t k1 shooting as vanos 
ranges. The shooting gave 
him, ^doctors wiU'tell ydsr 
a„sssanle sense of■•■laii<aoiu,, 
b™!1;.mystical axpasmlersIS. 
gava h|mn° peace of mini^ 
only fu^s:hr^ bewildelm1alt J 
aniWSi<ni!ll comusssiw^J 
L Than Cama another heavy ]

shocfe In latr.■'Mty and en-k 
June ofl96S, Senator Ken
nedy, who he himIrlf will 

■ SiII you he admired and 
1 loved; said during the cam
; paign 'both in Oregon and 

■ California, in assance, Shat if 
he were President he would 
send 50 Phantom -jets to Is- 
saal; , ■

That did is, brcauIa from 
^hat.point ^..b^k So mys-' 
Sicusn.' wens Sirhan. He. con- 
canSra1ed infsont, of a mirror

■s own room and Shought 
about Senator.Kennedy until 
aSlasS he saw his. own. face 
no longer, but. that of Sena- 
for .Kennedy, in that minor..

.Sishan, will tell you him- 
'self from thr wsiness stand, 
..ha. Im never thought, and 
'never had a thought to kill 
Kennedy; but through his mys- 
(tic mind power,, she doctors 
will say, he could’ fantasize 
about, it and redeye that 
fealing.°f emptiness wW 
him.

I Through' a weisd .chain of 
circumsSaneet, and. while in 
a disturbed mental state/m- 
SoNicated and confused, he 
had: .the; same speiss that he 

■had in Palestine. There'is no 
doubt, and we have sold you 

ithis from shr beginning, shat 
, he did in fact fire the shot 
that killnd Senator Keiumdy. .

That kiliing.was unplanned, 
undeilheaare, lmpulIiva■ and 
witlwiit p^amadite°nn os ial- 
ice. totally, the product of. a ' 
HcSssansL obseseed mind and . 
walprOaSs0iia^itvi ^==^

nSSSKactual m°mantt f 
I snooBngr^ow Shis isn't Ber- " 
:man talking, it is-mental sci-. , 
anca takinp-h1r was out., of. 
contact' with reality, in a 
trance—hat same kind o 
trance—in which he. had no ; 
voluntary control over’ his 1 

1will; his judgment, his ,fral- 
ings or his’ actions!.,,

I do not expect, nos is it 
my desire, that you accapt■ ' 

' my statement as avldance. I . 
sell you these mattess because i 
W wi’l prove them through 
great men in She field of psy-. 
chiatry ami. pIy!■hoi°gy—by 
tests that s'un she gamut of 
hypnosss, 'intrrvirws' and
.loiown m. accaptab1e psy* 
chotogccal testa and Sesting 
procedures. ■

You w|11 be Soli in .irtail 
by. these sciantssIs how they 
perform thaIa.; tests, and Shat 
the tests 'c°ncUSiivety show'

1 Shat bacalsre. of mental iliness 
ani am°S°ln!ll disorder, Sir-

1han didnoS haye she mental 
: capacity, nos She mental staite

ShaS is the aIIe:nS^a^rJlrrnerr—- 
an essential — of' murder; 
namey maturely and mean, 

: ingfully premedsSar■e,. ialiber-.' 
aSe or srf^rcS upon the. grav
ity of his act, nos form anin- 
SrnS to kill, nor -harbor mal- I 
ice aforethought; as we be- 
’m thrsa are defined by the 
jaws, or Calfforaia, wXJ
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'IS EVERYBODY OK?'/^ —->

Jury Told List RFK Wards
By ROBERT WALTERS

Star Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES - “I Iean 

d°wn and. put my hand at the 
■rack, of his head and try to do 
whatever I could to give aid ”co“u o g'^na," busboy Juan Romero to:id the 
hushed courtroom. “I said 
mokee^'M'' Kennedy> you can’

c“M1\ Kennedy” - the lris 
l jen'u Robert Fr Kennedy _

dIdo t make it. He died 25 hror•s 
hter rn Good Sdmdr^raXI Hospi- 

\ ^uLhS1S vf gunshot wounds in- 
flteted whiteshaking hands with 
Romero dnd rthso kitehen em- 
pff “/ serving pantry at the 
A,m1alSiridrr Hote1 in downtown 
Los Angeles.

And Romero, now a busboy in 
Satt^Bariar^a’ Calif., .reuirreed ' 
mfe yesterday to confront the 
lmdn^chd^nsd With KetIrser’ls al- 
lsged assdsslraiIrr and recount 
in broken Engiish, what occur’ Us llekoslidt Ksnnedr’Ss 
S In a ..i'lli1|s siirri to aid the 
fanen isndtrr•.

|S was the photograph of / 
fRomT -?ii hand cupped be
tend Ksrosdy’s hsdd, his eyes 
’ □ vacantty and helpteisiy 
Zwa^ ~.1ihrt was perhaps she 
m L vivid und bssi remm] 
bere’ ^of ^ll ?le news picOui■esl 
S durmg Hie iomuiOuous mo-l 
mneiifOwtng thfThsotuig'

WhEoEsscramiMt^Bi);' 
dU.,i..^^diSirm the accused 
man, Sirhan Buhara Sirhan 
Romero stooped to aid Kennedy.

•I iThe^rtdto^Si only words befdre 
^dPS!tn=inO=^Pcoimat thet— 
recalled, yesterday,, -weft; >y

Romero recalied that Kennedy 
had only one eye open and “‘his 
eLleg wa’ knd of shaking” 
white sprawted on the servmg 
pantry filoor. And the rusrry ■re
membered that when he re- 
mrved his hand from the sena- 
irri head, “These was blrrd 
drippn® on my fingers”

The rusrry told of one other 
gesture he macle prior to thie 
arrival of an ambulance — “a 
presst, rr I don’t know who gave 
me a rosary, and I.put it inhia 
hand.” -

Rrmer■r, employed by the Am- 
rassadro at the time of the slay. 
W-waK^among five wineses 
jcgHeci to testify by thestateas

, 55FEB261969

jthe pl;o£esu!ioi^beganep?ssss5 
ling evidencefesterday to a Los 
IAIlgeies County Superior Court 
Ijury in an effort to convict Sir- 
han of firs-diegree murder.

Prior to the appearance of the 
five witnesses — the first of an 
estimaeed 60 to 80 persons pre
pared to testify against Sirhan - one of the defendants three 
attorneys, Emile Zola Berman, 
presented an opening argument 
in which he pictured his client as 
a young man suffering from 
spells, trances and mystic delo_ 
sionsa^, =^=

.Berman—said Sirtiatli would. 
‘'tell yei_himsf fr,om?t!ra^m»J 
ness stand that he never thought' 
he ever would kill Kennedy”-• 
the first publi.c disclosure that 
'the defendant would testify per- 
(sonully when Hie defense pre
sents its case.

Berman also told the jury that
‘great men inthe fields of psy-

chiatry and psychofogy”” also 
'would testify in Sirhan’s behalf 
and present the resulte of "tests 
that run the gamut of hypnosst, 
interviews and accepted psycho
logical tests and ^testrngfproce- 
dures.” .

in , both easiest, the iwitnesses 
will attempt’to prove that “at 
the actual moment of the shiXi-- 
ing, he (Sirhan) was out of con
tact with reality, in a trance in 
which he had no voluntary con
trol over his will, his judgment, 
his feelings or his.actions,” Ber
man said.

War 1iH94rcit;ed
“Sichau is an immatuee, emo

tionally disturbed and mentally 
ill youth," said the defense law
yer, tracing the roofs of that 
psychological trouHe back , to 
when Sirllan was 3 years old and 
war broke out between the Pa- 
estiman Arabs and Zioniste in 
Palestme in 1947;

Sidun was then livng with his 
family in Jerusaiem.

“One night, ^<^ag he

nest;. On another night, hits very 
home was bombed,’’ Berman 
said. "He was exposed to the 
most severe, repeated scenes of 
war, with such effects upon him 
to leave their mark upon his 
personaitty aU during his lijfe ap 

■ to drd.incOdlImg i;E^epr^sSeri?L—
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As Berman spokerTiowever, 
Sirhan -gir■sl vigorously shook his 
head in eisagI■er;nwnt then rose 
briefly from his chair in a brief 
outburst to protest the psycho- 
logicai characeeriaation. Appar
ently agitafed by the description 
of mental illness, Sichau first 
murmueed, “No, no," then rose 
from his seat before being 
calmed down by a defense inves
tigator.

On one occasion in Palestine, 
Berman said, “Sirhan saw a lit
tle girls leg blown off by a 
bomb, and the blood spurted off 
from below her knee, as though 
from a faucet He went into a 
spell, he stiffened, his face con
torted, he was out of contact 
with reality.’’

“In Trance 4 Days"
After a bombing, Sirhan “re

mained in a trance for four 
days,” the jury was tod. At an
other time, ’Hie lost all sense of 
where he was or what was hap
pening around him.”

The war finally enetted, but Sir- 
han's trouWes were just begin
ning, Berman said. The defend
ant’s parents were divorced, he 
was eiemee>ed from college be
cause of failing grades and he 
was unable to hold a steady job.
“He complamed about head

aches, became more and more 
irritabie, brooding, quick to an
ger, and preoccupeed with fanat
ical obersstons of hatred, suspi
cion and distrust,” Berman said.

The lawyer told the jury that 
on Jtme 2, 1967—as Arab-Israeli 
hostilities were again rising just 
three days prior to the outbreak 
of the “six-day war,” Sirhan 
wrote a memo to himself enti
tled: “D e e laraHc n of war 
against Ameriann humanity.”

That memo said, in part;: 
“TTie victims of the party in 
favor of this declaration will be 
or are now the presided, vice 
presidend, etc., down the ladder. 
... The author of this memoran
da expresses his wishes very 
bluntiy that he wants to be re
corded. by history as the main 
who triggered oHhe last war.”

Tells of “Fantasies”
Arguing that Sirhan suffered 

from ’diminishdd capacUy and 
mental.. deficiency,” Ber-man 
said of his client:

“In his spells, his fantastes, he 
was often a hero and savior of 
tos peoplr. In the rratities of 
lde, however, he was small, 
helpless, isolated, confused and

which he had no co:
jver

“He w^ unable to plan o 
think ci-early, unable to maintain 
any meaningful direction to his 
life. He became concerned with 
mystical thoughts and searched 
for eupernafuaal powers of the 
mind over matter. He started 
mystical experiment in his 
room.”

Among those experimtmSl, 
said Berman, were efforts at 
eeg-hypnose> by starmg at a 
hanging lead fiehing sinker and 
at a flickering candle.

Sirhan “admired and ltvee” 
Kennedy, but received a heavy 
shock when the senator, cam
paigning for Hie Democratic 
presidential nomination last 
Spring, publicly advocated the 
Untied States sale of 50 Phan
tom jet fighter planes ttJera^tll, 
the jury was toW.

i SiEian»-thtn concentrated in 
front of a mirror UJis-own 
room and thought about Kenne
dy unti^at lasthe saw his own 
face no longer, but that of Ken
nedy himseff in the mirror” 
Berman said.

Defense lawyers questioned 
three of the five prosecution wti- 
nesses who appeared yesterday 
about the presence of large mw- 
rors in a room leading unto tlie 
ballroom where Kennedy spoke 
only nunittes before being shot. 
They apparentiy are plannmg to 
tie together those mirrors and 
the one mentioned in Berman's 
opening statement

“There is no doubt—and we 
have told you this from the be- 
ginning-taat Ire (Sirhan) did m 
fact fire the shot that killed Ken
nedy," Berman said. ’The kilb 
ing was unplanned and unto- 
literate, imputeve and wlthtfi \ 
premedtiatinn or mahce, totally 
a product of a sick, obsessed 
mind and personalty””

The attorney added: At the 
actual moment of the shooting, 
he was out of contact with reali
ty, in a trainee in which hie had 
no volunraly control over his 
will, his jfdgmend, hs frrhnls 
or his actions .. -

“ Because of mental iHness 
and emotional elteoriter, Stihan 
did not have the mental capacity 
to have the mental states that 
are the essential rlrmrnte of 
nurieed, namely maturdy ami 
nrrningfully premrditaee, de
liberate or rrflrct upon the grav
ity of his act, norgtrnba0 mtent 
to\ki.ll. nnT-rharbor maUce afore-1 
thought.” |

JUAN ROMERO^
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_____ . Sirhan SaysSEE
JOS^GELES, Feb. 15 OPPD - Sirhan B. Sirhan. will 

testify he “toved and admired” Sen. Robert F. KMnitxiy, the
man he is accusal of assassinating.

Sirhan's attorneys, who descrbbdd the 24-year-old Palestini
an Arab as “mentally ill," will take the standi to tell his 
muid!r trial jury he indeed deeply admired Sen. Kennedy, 
associate defense counsel Emile Zola Berman told the court 
yesteraay.

In the first day of testimony yesterday, the prosecutinn 
called five wtneessess, most of them rmp-oyss of the Amba-- 
sador Hotel where the New York Senator was shot June 5.

Felt__ _________
Gale___________
Rosen _________
Sullivan-------------
Tavel_________ _
Trotter___ ____
Tele. Room 
Homes _________
Gandy -------------------

SIRHAN IN FRANCE

In his statement, Mr. Berman admitted Sirhan find the 
bullet that killed Sen. Kennedy but said he wans in a trance 

*■anr^^nlOxCatrri. He said as a boy the defendant became 

•subject to spelL and trances after witnessing violence in 
Arab-Israeii warfare.

Sirhan came to the U.S. at the age of 12 and always felt 
like an outsider, according to Mr. Berman. He- maintained a 
lively interest in word affairs and had drlus-ons of grandeur 
about a rote he could play.

Tins reve-oped to toe point where he was badly affected by 
Mr. Kennedy's phdlge to give 50 Phantom jet fighter's to 
Israel to use against the Arabs, Sirhan’s own peopte.

SIRHAN RIALCIS
Satan reacted strongly, whsperred m agitation to another 

defense attorney, Russell Parsons, and shook his head.

One prosecution witness, Juan Romero, a hotel busboy 
failed to identify Sirhan as the gunman when catied.

Tlm^ other w'tnrssres, all hotel rmp0>rss, definitely irrnti- 
hed Shtam as the gunmnn. - -

TheWashington Post
Times Herad______ _------------- 

Thr Washington Daily News ^^ 
The Evening Sw (Washington)-------  
The Sunday Star (Washington!)
Daily New's (New York;)
Sunday News (New York)_________  
New York Posit___________________
T^ New York Times
The Sun (BattiIorre) ________________ 
The Daily World__________________ 
The New Leader__________ _______
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer .__________ 
People's World__________________
Examiner (Washington)

—UPI Photto*
When the jurors at the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan 
reconvene they'll have a model of The Ambass-
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ador Hotel, where Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was

slain, for ready reference.
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Sirhan Defense Contends 
He Killed While in Trance

By DOUGLAS.E. KNEELAND '
, Sp«anl to The KewrYork Tmes

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 14—Attorneys for Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan said today that when hie kilted Senator Robert F.
Kennedy, a man hie "admired and loved,” Sirhan was out
of contact with reality, in af
trancr'‘’ ■ ‘ .

,In his opening: statem.ent, 
Emlte Zola B■erma<feNnurteYOok 
tawtwrtWttleed tin 24-year-old

mature, emotionalty disturbed 
and mentally ill youth.” .

Mr. Berman, thin, raldish, 66 
yeairs old, stood at a lecteirn 
before the jury, peering through 
reading glasses at a prepared 
text as he recounted in a slight-- 
ly rasplng voice Shhan’s early 
year's as a Palestinian Arab.

Setbacks Deputed
The slight, dark-haired de

fendant, Mr-. Berman said, not 
only was uprooted by the. Pab 
estinian war but, also was emo
tionally scarred by the violence 
that erupted^ around him when 
he was only 3 years old.

“For rxampre” Mr-. Berman1 
told the crowded eighth-floor 
Courtroom in the Hall of Jus
tice, ‘Sirhan saw a little girl’s 
leg blown off by a bomb and 
the blood spurting fr^g.^ 
her knee, as though from_a

.Later .Mo. McCowan sat 
.SManffhaa not read the .state-, 
ment before it wasL delivered 
by Mr. Berman.
' “Of cour-se, he doesn’t relievr 
it,” Mr'. McCowan said, “and 
when you’re saying unklnd 
thongs about him he doesn’t like 
it.” .

When Sirhan started to rise I 
out of his chair, the invest--} 
gator placed a firm arm around 
the sheriff's department stood 
behind Sirhan, placing his hand 
on the defendants back.

Mr. McCowan said latro Mr. 
Conroy had urged: ’

■ “Mike, tnk to him."’
“I told him [Siohae]to calm' 

his shoulders and spoke to him 
rapidly. ____ „ _ „

Inspector Wdliam Conroy of 
1 down”’ Mr”. McCowan said, 
j“w1 had to put these things 
in. He just kept saying, ’No, 

; no” ”

he .stiffened, hs face contort-- 
ed, he was out of contact with 
reality, and lost all .sense of 
where hie was or what was 
happenmg to him.”

From this point-on, as Mr. 
Berman described' it, Sirhanls 
lfe was a sm-tes off setback's, 
rejection,, large dreams and r-e- 
peated falhores.

As the attooery dwelt upon 
Slohanis "fanatical obsessions of 
hatred, suspicion and distrust” 
and his constant defeats in He, 
tiie defendant, his dark eyes 
bright and glisrlnilnd, rose half; 
out of his chair at the defense 
table. Leaning toward Russell 
E- ,pa.rsons, another attorned, 
and Michael McCowan, chief 
defense imni^tigaopr, Sirham 
chopped the air with his hands 
as if to try to halt Mr. Berman--. 
sheek hwhead agita.tediyw 
whispered frantically.

Rrstlnres Smites
As Mr. Berman continued, Sir

han became visibly quieter and 
resumed smiling and chatting 
with others at the table-.

“He was calmed down at the 
end,” Mr. ’McCowan said. “anti i 
thanked Mr. Berman at ti>e rnd 
for his speech””

During the opening statement} 
Si-han's mothe”. Mirs. Mary 
Sirhan, and a brothe,, Munir, 
21, sat outwardly imnas.sive hr 
the front row of the hrav^ty 
guarded, 75-seat courtobom.. [

Mr. Berman said that after I 
a fall from a horse Sir-han | 
Mcomptalndd ab°ut teadMihKi. 
beCamr more and more ir- 
ritaMe, broodUng, quick to an
ger and poeoccupled wRlr fa
natical obsessions of hatred, 
suspicion and distrust.” ,

“He took to long hours of 
readnig works on the power of 
the mind,” Mr'. Berman said, 
aed1^rgae»woite>g!'^JUnr 2> 
1967j just three days before

brokc^ut^rnteh thmgs as: .
“The author of this memo-

TOP CLIPPIRE ^

dated .

randa expresses, his wfehes very 
Mundy that he wants to be 
recorded by history as the man 
who taggered off the last world 
horse players,: he test • ' ;

Mr. Berman, said, that’when 
'-’—-i-Oead.■..about. Arab dr-

;b^the^ 'I-sae^ it/
Sirhan.

„ feas.

r”lnv”sfan.tJiSiles he w■agOftrM 
a ■troo'‘and savior of I^ts•prOpnf,fl 
the attooery added.-“Intherfc! 
alkies of life, as our doctor-stf 
will’ tell you, however, .ihe was ] 
small, helptess, ikoilaM-, con-1 
fus«l and brwlld■ered, by emo- 
ti6es.bvrr whjdi te had abso
lutely no control.” _ ■"

Mr. Berman said Sirhan then 
became “coec.lrened with mysti
cal thoughss and srarched for 
superhatural power's _ of tie 
mind over matter, indulging 
in mystcaal experiments akin, 
at least, to self-hypnoss”.

‘Another Heavy.' Shock’
"Then came another heavy 

shock,” the attorery said as 
the. 12 alternates and six jurors 
hstened Intently, some lranlng- 
forward to hear over the str-eet 
noses that penetrated ttlr strel 
sheets rlocking the courtroom1 
windows. '

Mr. Berman went on:
“In late May and early Junr 

of 19’68, Senator Kenne^dy, who 
he himself will -trl■l you he ad- 
mrred and loved, said duoieg 
the campaign both m -OWn 
and Califoenia, in-essence, thati 
if he were’ President he would 

;send 50 Phantom jets to Israel”
“That did it, rrcaure from 

that point on, back to mysth
' cism went Siriian. He coecrn-. 
tinted in front of a- miO0'O^ ^^1nl 
his own room and thought and, 
thought abou.t Senator Kee1nedy| 
untii^-^^’*^-jw ■ his,, own 
fa< zfthatorS'en-1

Mohr----------
Bishop------
Caspro-----  
CaHahan —
Conrad------
Felt____
Gale---------
Rosen -------  
Sullivan — 
Tavel-------- 
Trotter------  
Tele. Room 
Holmes -----  
Gandy -------

The Washington Post
Times Herald____________

The Washington Daily News _ 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) . 
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York) .____
New York Post_________ __
The New York Times_____ L_
The Sun (Battimore)
The Daily World-------------------
The New Leader
The Wall Storrt Journal 
The National Observer
Proplr’s World----------------------------
Examiner (Waehte.gton)--------------------

Date 1
FEB 15 1969

NOTREKRDgg-

46 FEB 20 1369 ' 1

UAPKFn FUF AND IMiVIJULLEL



P 19 (Rev. 7-17-68) Tolson __________
DeLoach _______
Mohr____________

Sirhan Loved Sen. Kennedy 
&Kilk:din Trance, Jury Told

\ " • By THEO WILSON
’ - Staff Correspondent of The News '

Los Angeles, Feb. 14—Sihhnn Sirhan was a sick “mystic’ living in a strange 
world of fantasy and obsession, and whence killed Robert F. Kennedy, a man he~“ad- 
mired and loved," he was “out of. contact with reality, in a trance . .. ”____

Defense attorney Emile Zola “
Berman, describing the young 
Joidan^an in this way to his 
murder trial jurors today, told 
them: ’

“According to me'oods he read 
in a book he acquired, he con- 
centraecd in -front of a mirror in 
his own "oom and- thought;, about 
Sen. Kennedy until at last he saw 
his own face no longer, but that 
of Sen.' Kennedy himself in the 
mirror.”

War Experieness Cited
The 24-yecr--lld defendant, ac

cording to the New- York lawyer, 
had then, and s-,ll has. a -mind 

. toi■e apart by childhood experi
ences in the Arab-Israeli war and 
by -youthful ■bewidderment and 
frastattoons aa am. immigrant 
here. .

"At the actual moment of 
shooting/’ Berrnan said, /“he was; 
out of contact with r-eality,, fn a 
trance.. in.which he had n9- volun
tary control over his will, his 
Judgment, his foehns -°r hi' 
act-ons.”

Goal of Defense
To save Sirhan from the gas 

chamber-, the defense must show 
that he was; mentally incapable 
of first degree .murder, and Ber
man described the defendant as 
’’immature, emotionaLy "distubbed, 
mentally ill.”

Sirhan shook his head in the 
.negative when Berman said this 
and got so excited that-co-couiaeel 
Russell Parsons and chief inves
tigator Mike ' McCowan had to.- 
pull him down and tell him to be 
still. -

Later Parsons said: "He re- 
sentsTanyone calling him mentany 
ill. Hie even resents me saying 
it.” Parsons is tlie lawyer Sirhan 
•feels closest to, since he handled 
his case from the outset.

Beimlan told t:he juro.rs many 
,times, that doctors would prove 
that Sit-han was mtetally dis
turbed. '

He said that it was a. "heavy 
shock” to Sirhan when in late 
May and .early June of 1968, 
Kennedy, "whom he admired and 
loved said--during the. campaign 
. . , that if hie were Prjsteriie 
wood send . 50 phantom jets' to 
Israel. That, did it;! back to mysti- 

K5FEBJ96S

’ Here Berman described the 
I mirre!=^-esments and added: 
J ' “Sirhae will tell you himself 
from this witnesss stand that he

I never thought he ever woudd kill 
Kennedy, but through his mystic 
mind power he could fantasiee 
about it and relieve that feeling 
of emptiness inside him."'

Berman made an opening 
sta^emlPitt■-design-ed to. challenge 

,the state's contentim that Sir-f 
han -plotted Kennedy s '* murder 

I last June 6 at the -Ambassador 
.Hotel here and killed him in cold 
blood.

Berman, who is Jewish, had 
describied: the "spells" earlier 
while telling the 12 jurors and 
six alternates about the violence 
and horror Sirhan was exposed 
to as a child “when war broke 
out between the PaItSteslnn 
Arabs and Zionis's in Palestine 
in .1947.”

Berman- described Si-rhanss 
:schooling and jobs here and told 
. how he fell from a horet whHe 
tiying to become a jockey. After 
that he “complaieed about head- 
aclltis, became' more and more ir- 
rUble, brooding, quick to anger; 
preoccupiie with fanatical obses- 

' sions of hatred, suspicion- and 
distrust. He took to long hours 
of reading works on the power of 
the mind”1 he said!

Then the lawyer said ; that, 
shortly before the June 1967 war 
.bttwttn the Arabs and - Isaael, 
. Sirhan wrote a “de■cleratien of 
war against American humanity.”' i

' Threat Spelled Out
In that decla^aS-en,. Sirhan

wrote:1 .
“The victims of the- partly in 

favor of the. declaration will be 
or are now the President, vice, 
president,, etc., down the ladder.. 

1 ”Thie author of this memoranda. 
txprtsifs!te. his •wssefts.-very rlpetly 
that he wants to be recorded by 
history as the man who--triggered

wcr.”_J^^^ 
, Berman said he WKeeed? from

^ cuffings , „
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thissathaL-Sirhan meanL"th»-last 
war to ever be. And there were 
other such writings, clear evi
dence of diminished capacity and 
mental deficiency.’’

Sirhan had spells, fantasiecd 
himself as "a hero and savior of 
his people ... but was small, 
helpless, isolated, confused and 
bewildered.” Berman said.

Then the attorney described Sir- 
han as becoming “concerned with 
mystical thoughts . . . searching 
for supernatural powers of the 
mind over matter.'’

Power of Mund
"For example, he would con- 

central on a hanging lead fish
ing sinker and make it awing 
back and forth by the power of 
his mind.

“He would concentraee on a 
candle flame and make it dance, 

j first Ito dhe right, then to the 
left.”

Six months before Kennedy was 
kiBed, Berman said, Sirhan- 
bought a .22-caliber Iver John
son revolver and spent time 
shooting at various ranges. ThSs, 
Berman said, gave Sirhan ‘‘a 
strange sense of rtitatt but the 
mystcra! txptriments gave him 
no peace of mind."

After describing Sirhan’s 
trance-liee state at the time Ken
ned was killed, Berman told the 
jurors that what he had said to 
them would be bo-tttred by evi
dence from psychiatric experts to 
prove Sirhan could not have com
mitted first degree murder “be- 
cautt^ of-mental iBness and emo
tional disorder.” fc=s=fc=i'
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when he ‘was shot; and who; was tin first to grab Siihian Sirhan’s gun hand, testified 
today it was only at the last mnute that, the senator's plans were changed about what 
room’in the Ambassador Hotel he was going to after making his victory speech.

This change brought'Kennedy 
directly into Hie path, of his ad- 

■ mitted assassin shortly after mid- 
night-Juhe 5, 1968.- .

1 State'witness Cari U.lcket, an1 
assistant; maitre d’ .at the hotel> 
told Sirhan’s jurors—who1 were 

- taking notes and. watchung him 
intently as', he,..pointed, out the. 
hotel murder scene on a large 
mock-up—that he escorted-Ktn- 

.nedy from the Embassy Bairroom 
immediately after, the: presidential 
candidate made his talk there to' 
a cheering crowd.

Speaking with a German acclni;, 
his voice sometimes, .thickened
with emotion Uecker said:

going to make a left turn to the 
Ambassador Ballroom: (Where 
Kennedy was; going' to made an
other viitory,splcalx=^to an over

: flow crowd) when somebody. — I 
don't remember who—sid: “No, 
we’re going to the Colonial Room. 
The decision was made in •thl last 
minutes .. .” '

Ulcklr said this answering 
qquestions from assistantt prose
cutor John Howadd.

Defense attorney- Grant..Coop- 
er, who .is trying to prove that 
Sirhan’s kilting of Kennedy was 
not "‘premediaated’’ or ."Wiliftll"’.

']t=teck^the. senator blhintiitihe■umhelepmuchlOifiithis point during
stage through the doors. We were cross-examinatinn.

Just before he was shot, Ken
nedy "was very happy,” Uecker 
sand, his voice thick. "I had a 
hold of his right arm; He. broke 
away from me to shake hands. 
when he shaked hands I looked 
over and saw something coming
closer and closer. I said: ‘Let’s go, 
senator.’

"I turned to my right. Some
thing rushed next to me, in ‘front 
of me, pushing me against the 
steam table. I heard shots, some
thinglike a firecracker, then more 
shots. & turned my head, I lost 
the senator, there was a man with] 
a gun-inhis .handt-l.gralb>ed.fon 
the gun." deted a QLhHS 3 be!
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RFK Slaying
Called Product 
Of Obsession •'
By George Lardner Jr-. ■ /
Washington Post Staff, Writer ‘ ‘

. LOS ANGELES, Feb. 14 
—Sirhan Bishara Sirhan^ 
lawyers opened the defense , 
today by calling him a "sick 
and obsessed” mystic who 
killed Sen. Robert F. Ken- 

■ nedy in'a hypnotic trance. - -
The. young Palestinian Arab 

.had to be physically restrained, 
as defense counsel Emile Zola 
Berman went before.a Superior 
Court jury here, to pass off, his 
client, as one of life's losers,'* 
failure "preoccupied with -fa!-: 
tastical obsessions of hatred, 
suspicion and distrust.”’ ’ '

The frail, 24-year-old defend-, 
ant. jumped to the edge of the 
seat, plaint upset. He shook 
his head back and forth, and 
,murmured "no, no.” His eyes 
seemed'to be glistening. .,
Asks for Help .

Inspector Witham Conroy, 
the sheriff’s deputy in charge if security,.put a.hand on the 
defendant's, back and mut
tered to chief defense invest- 
gator Michael McCowan for 
help. - , '

“I had to physically put him 
down," McCowan said later. 
“He’d never read the state-, 
ment. '

“We said he was emotionally 
ill, and quick to anger. That's 

' what he is. But he doesn't be- 
liev.e it He doesn't think. 
'rhe£C’S=,aaything wring with

F’’The .state'‘'has aecusetLlhe.' 
young'immiigrant of caicjujiated® 

I coidb)iooded murder, desery- 
’ ing of the gas chamber. The'1 
; defense contends that he was 

1 not only in a “confused” trance- 
| like stupor, but .that he. was 
Lalso i‘iatoxi,catce”•aS'Seecte■ylLy 
I from three drinks1■bcltee down 

durnig the. political paring 1 
that spread through, the. A.m- 
.bassador Hotel ■shorty before 
■ thee "a.ssassiauttian last Juine ',5.

Only a vague, one-word al
lusion to liquor was made in 
the courtroom today, .however. 
In his dramatic but, brief. 
opeaiag statement, 'Berman 
concentrated instead on -what 

1he called Sirhan’s emotional 
and ment.al- illness. -

“There is' no; doubt,” he said;
:that Sirhan’ “did 'in fact .fife 
the .shot that killed Sen. Kea- 

: nedy.” ‘ \
Called Unplanned , -

But,, the balding lawyer 
said”, “That killing- was un
planned and undeliberate, im
pulsive and - without .premedi
tation or 'mallcte—totally the 
product of a sick and obsessed 
mind and warped personality.

“At th.e actual mimeat of 
the shooting,” Berman went 
.on, “he was out of .contact 
with reality, in a trance.. . . in 
which .he had no. voluntary 
coatril over his will, his judg- 
;ment, his feelings and his ■ac
tions.-” , ' V 

• Later-, in their questioning 
of prosecution wianss.ces, .tire 
defense sought to hint that a 
bank of mirr-ors' near the en- 
traace to the hotel’s Embassy
Room may‘have been instru- 
.mental .in putting him under a 
spell. .
'Sirhain.._ Berman said, even ■ 

used to conduct “mtsfira^^^ 
■ periments in his r-oom,” con
centrating - on a hanging lead 
sinker and1 making' it swing 
back an forth “by the power of 
his- miae,“'ir looking, at a can
dle flame and making it 
dance,, “first to the right and

| then to the left."
Sir-han abandoned such

practices for awhile, ttie attor
ney ■declared,' but after Sen. 
Kennedy advocated sending 
some 50 Phantom .jess to Is
rael, Sir-hian went “back to

TOP CLIPPING ,
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mysticism.” •
' j'At, times, the jury was told, 
. he would stare'ihtoihe mirror. 
., in his r-oom and think about 

■ the .Senator “until at last; he 
g saw his,, own face no linger, 

- hut ■that of Senator Keariedy
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* t®lJ»ls isn’t Berman- ftlking;" the lawyer kept re-' 
plating. “Men of science,” he 
sa'id, would attest, to' it. Sir- 

■ han, he insisted, actually ad
mired and loved’’ the New

' ^ork Senator.
J The, sickness, the 65-year-old 

Jewish attorney said, began 
’ when war broke out between 

Palestinian Arabs and Zionists 
inPalistiee in 1947..
.! Sirhan was only three years 
aid then, but the street he 
lived on, the attorney said, 
was rocked by gunfire. In fact, 

/ he said,, it “became the divid
' ing line between the Jews on 

the one. side and the Arabs on 
‘ the other.”,,,..- ’- ‘ - ,

J One night, Berman told the 
A jurors; many of them busily 

scribbling notes, the building 
he lived in became a macHne 

, gun nest. On another night, 
his home was bombed. The 

. .horrors of war sank in deeply. 
‘ It was then, Berman said, that 
' he first went into a spell. _ '
t As a child, he said, Sirhan 
saw a little girl’s leg blown off 
by a bomb, “the blood spurt
ing from below her knee, as 

■ though from a faucet. He went 
into a spell, he stiffened, his 
face contorted, he was out of 
contact with reality, and lost 
all sense of where he, was or 
what was happening to him.” 
- On. another occasion, a 
bomb exp.ooded while Sirhan 
was playing hear the Damas
cus Gate. He “remained in a 
trance for four days,” Berman 
said. It happened still again, 
he told the jury, when a bomb 
expooded outside, the window 
of the Sirhan flat and tore a, 
man apart. . ”

On coming to America, Sir- 
han was "a repeated failures 

■ an outsider, at high , school
WhObj^rt didn't fit in,'’Ja col^ 

lege reject, who was dirmiised r 
in his sophomore year because 
of failing marks in four sub
jects. Hie got a job at a gas-i 
station and played -the horees 
with his earmngi. “And once 
again”, Berman said, “de
feat:.” . I

From there, he tried' to be-f 
come a jockey, but he wast 
thrown from a horse, and that I 
ended that. “Anrthrr'failure”’ 

, It was here that Sirhan 
stirred, in his seat, and began 
protesting. But, Berman went, 
on. Sirhan, he said, became 

1 more irritable, brooding and 
preoccupledd, He took to I•eail- 
ing<books on •myrticirm_and 
making jottings in notepwiiksCl

jBefewattomey read~one 
entry, dated June 2Jts6t=S 
was styled a “peclai'ation of' 
war against American human
ity.”

In 'it,- the unpredictable Jor- 
danaan immigratn wrote that 
;“the victims of tht■•■,pcri:y in 
favor of this declaration will 
■ be or are now the .■President,. 

: the Vice•Plresident, etc., down 
.the ladder.” ■

“The author of this memo,. 
Tanda,”- Sirhan alTo wrote, “ex
presses his w’shes very 
blunffy that he. Wanis to be re
corded by history as the ^man .

whoh-Mggered off theJMii 
’word war.” ’

By that;, Berman said, “I 
gather he meant the last war 
ever to be.” ■

Three days later, the six-day 
Artb-Iirarli. war broke out. 
Sirhan , saw and heard re
peated accounte of the light-, 
[ning Israeli victory.. „ 
, “All this,” Berman said, 
I “triggered his spells. In' his 
(fan1ti8les he 'was often a 
hero and savior of his peo
ple. In the realities of lift, 

■ however, cs our dooton will, 
tell you, he was small,, help- 
leri, irotated, confused and. 
bewildered by emoions over' 
which he had • absolutely no I 
control.” . ;

It was then thct■■“the mystt-1 
cal experiment;’” were said to 
have .started'. Then six moulds j 

- before the crrCrrination Sir
. han and his brother bought a 1 
'. 22-caliber rrvolvrr; .
' .Sirhan ^tned it out at var- 
lrur ,gun/rangr&t‘aobund Los 
Angerrl.''“The shooting,” Ber
man •said, “gave him a•stcanre 
;rrnre of reieal®!,'-, much mow 
than mysticism had done. .,

Sen. Kennedy's advocacy of 
jets for -Israel, howi*ver, came 
as a “hravy shock.’* Sirhan, 
Berman said, would act out hi.s 
anger- by staring into the mil-

.rORr._a£.dJantasiic about kilh 
ing the .New York Senator.
. But tf® defendant, the after-, 
:nry declared, never Maly 
thought Im would cctutlly do itl The slaying, Berman as
serted, camr about- “through- a' 
wmrd chain of circumttah'ers’’ 
while- Sirhan was “in a dis
turbed mrnfcl state ... that 
rtmr kind of trance” that the 
had as a boy in Palestine.

“We :ask you:fo•.listen to the- 
evidence, to adopt what sci
ence has to offer,, to consult 
your, conscience”-’'Berman con- 
cludted. "In rhoitr, let tru® j ■ - 
tic® bi done”” __  ______

,*ZyJh®s^h®ineicUJiM
hay mad changed moodS^ecmt-l 
plrtely, -.smiling-- broadly as his 
lawyer stepped away from the 
lectern. -Later, Beraaan . .toid; 
a rrpoitrr, Sirhan was calling; 
the speech “just great”’ ' ’'
. The. .prosecution began call' 
ing its witnerres as. irrn as 
Berman was done. The first to-, give substantive ^rrtimony 
was Karl Urcker, 36, husky, 

■ red-haired arristant maitfi d’
af: the Ambassador Hotel. He' 
had bern guiding .Sen. Ken
ney through a, pcnflywCy■ in 

'hack of the hotels Embassy 
'R°om when Sirhan shot the 
Senator down.

«Thb1L0'pound Hecker .rcidl} 
I he granned. toe aSrarltint,T 

clamped him in a headodck
I whh his 'right, arm, and bent 

him ovrr a steam ftblr„ and 
with hLs free .arm, •gwbie.d 
Slrhcn’r gun hand by t;he ; 
wrist but Sir-han “kept on j 
rhbotihg . . , kept on shoot; 
ing." .

Chief defense counsel. Grant 
B. Cooper emphasized the 
■struggle during cforii■rx■amtJ 
nation, in an attempt, to mg- 
grrf thcfthr 112-pound Sirhan 
had a fcnctiictl, almost inex
plicable grip on the. revolver.-

“He had a very strong grip,” 
Urckrr acknowiedgedl “I. 
couldn’t get., the gun.” :

Vincent Dipietro, a college 
rtudrnf and pcrtltime waiter, 
at Ui® Ambassador, said he 
was standing .about five ferti 

.from thr Sennato when the 
first bullet, and apparently the1 
fatal one, ifruik Kennedy be- . 
hind t;hr ear. 1

“His head rrarid back," 
Dipietro- testified. Suddfenry;- 
ht said/ “I had blood .on my 
gltlSier . . . blood all over mv 
face”’ -

Before that, hr asserted,.he J 
Miced Su-han with “well, you 
could call it a smirk or a sub-1 
sailr on his face ... a semi
smile”’ ’

■ h was Dipierro who told a 
.Los Angeles County, grand, 
jury last June that he saw a. 
girl in a polka dot dress with 

. a. vrry good looking figure" 
appear® fitly c h a t.t i n g with 
Sirhan momenss before the! 
rhrrtihg, but theft wer® no 9 

■ Polkt dote today. Investigators k 
say- Djpierro has admitted1# 
mak=nnJhtf up to embelushi 

I Ites; story.



Todays witnesses _aiSo-ij-- 
cludecT Juan Romero, 18? a 
busboy who wound up cradling 
Kenndey’s head in his hands;, 
blood dripping onio his fin
gers as ihn Senator lay on ths 
floor. Hn pressed a rosary into 
ths dying mans hainds.

"I said, ‘Come on, Senator, 
you can make it,’” Romero 
testified in quick;, jerky sylla
bles.

Prosecutor John Howard 
asked the unhappy busboy if 
he saw Sen. Kennedy’s assail
ant in the courtroom. Superior 
Court Judge Herbert V. Walk
er told Siihian to stand up.

Romero stole a quick glance 
and turned away uneasily. 
"No,” he said, ”I don't behove 
that’s him."

"What did he say?’ Sir-han 
asked defense investigator Mc
Cowan.

“He said it wasn't you,” Mc
Cowan replied.

"Oh,” Sirhan Siihian said 
with a grin, “you’re kidding.”

Rus”1! P3™™’ f a defens« attorney mother, Mary, leave courtroom Thursday 
for Soham his brother, Munir Sirhan, and after motion for a mistrial was den‘ed.
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By THEO WILSON
Staff Correspondent of THE NEWS

Los Angeles, Feb. .15-SSrhhnn. 
Sirhan’s jurors Went to see “The 
Odd; Couple” at a Holljwoood 

.studio last night, then spent a 
relaxing rainy Saturday today.

Judge Herbert V. Walker also 
is expected to come to the 
Brookmoee Hotel during the 
weekend to miet''the families and 
,personally give them' Hi courts 
ithanks for the saeriiiee they are 
making. ■

Baiiiif Willard Polhemus said: 
“Some of the lades are havnig- 

■ their hair done, and some of the 
men! are having haircuts.- They 
are going any. place-..they wish, 
accompanied by 'a deputy.’’

Polhemus explained! that as 
long as the jurors were not in 
deliberation, they could be sep- 
ara.ted, with a guard provided to 
make, sure nobody tried to talk 
to them, !

He said nothtog special was 
planned today. Tomorrow, if the 
weather impocves, the 12 jurors 
and six alternaess, with husbands 
and wives, will be taken in a 
sheriffs bus on-, a drive to the 
Santa'Monica areas, back through 
Westwood and Beylrly Hills, with 
a stop at; some restaurant for 
dinner.

T'he bailiff said that the eight 
men and four women on the reg
ular jury and the three men and 
three women who are alternaess 
।spent about thilree hours last night 
at the private film showing. He 
said that they enjoyed thepictuee.,

Crrss-Bxaniinarinn Monday
- Sirhan’s trial in the murder of 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy will. i,i- 
sume Monday with the crrst■:■ex-■ 
aminatrnn by the defense of Vnce 
DiHeroo. Yesterday t>he,Santa; 
Monica City College student de
scribed the shooting. ! '

DiPiem is also a part-time 
waiter at the Hotel Ambassador,; 
scene.of the assassination June,5, 
TjbLHisJathe-r, Angeo DiPierro, 
is theKofe Maitre <K“5f^
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WashnnirtniiFoEtStaK Witor

IOS .ANGELES, Feb. 15—It 
promse-ss to, be a bizalTr trial. 
Only thr hashish seems to be 
missms.

Except for that:, Sirhan Bis
hara Sirllan’s lawyer's appear 
tto have clamied Hl the ingee- 
dirnts that can be used undeo 

' California's theory of “dimm- 
ished .responsibility"-to coun
ter a first-degIr.e murder 
charge."

Defense counsel Emile Zola" 
Berman, a h thin, .canny,New 
YoOk.■attornry, ticked ttom off 
■in the courtroom yesterday m 
a dramatic, brutally -expliicH 
openmg statement: obsession, 
anger, fear, even liquor.
; Sirh,an, Broman suggested, 

.was 1^ndro .the' influence of 
them'lilVheiikhV.aSS^

,Sen^Bobert F. Krnnrdt i.n the, 
Ambassador Hotel heIr last 
Junie, Only drugs, which-can 
also be claimed to disprove 
muI■dro in cold blood, w^e 
left out. . _

In a sense, the dvfietTse its j 
saying, the killing was done 
with mirrors. Thr fyweight 
Arab immigrant, his lawyers 
say, used to slaor intothe mir
ror in his bedroom, acting out 
his anger at: K:rhhedy, ftr .sup'- 
porflng.. Israel, until Iv could 
actually svv the Senator's face 
instead of his-owns ' '

‘'Sir-han will tell ytuhimsrlf 
,from the witness, stand that he 
hever thought,? and nevro had 
a-jhought,. to (actually) kill 
KVhhrdx^ the juro’~ Wv^l:vr 

told,, “but throught tlis•mtS^i!C'l 
mind power, t:hr doc'iors will 
say, he could fantasize about 
it and TeUete thalfrrlihg of 
emptmess within him.”

In the background wiii the 
h-orrorss of the 1947 Arab-isra
eli war t:hat wiii said to have 
sent the little Palestinian, into: 
a trance■vyeh as a boy; an ado-!

.9
and trances—sortie srlf-im- 
posed, -some assertedly ii2vo^ 
untary. ?_________ .t—-M£

FThen ..came the ■ntehthfthEr 
!asSa^smalMn. Fueled by a few 
drlikss; the defense contends, 
Sirhan found himself wander
ing near the Embassy Room of 
the Ambassador, where Ken-,

। nedv was to give a victory 
ispeech celebrating his success 
Iin Californite's Democratic 
'presidential primary.

Throe, says his lawyros' the 
twisted young man with a gun 
.found mirrors all oyer- And 

■there, they assvot, not tong:aft- 
Jerwadds, he killed Kennedy 
'“in a trance—hiat same kind 
of trancr” that he had, as a 
child in war-torn Palestins, 

) It is a fascinating throoy, 
(but one that the State of Cal-- 
forma, not suoprisingty, re
fuses to buy:, ,

'Four days brfoor the sh.oot- 
ing, Sirhan walked into a Sani 
Gabriel gun shop and bought 
|hec ammunition^ thahwassSB- 
ploVh^yJusrd to kill.the New
York Srnatilr■ Three days. bg- 
foor, " the pI■osrculith■ . dis
closed, several witnesees saw 

,Sirhan hanging around the 
Ambassador at a day-long Sun'-' 
day l■rcrpt.ion for. Kennedy^ 
and then later in the (hotel' 
kitchen next. to the: ,, pantry; 
where the Senator was 'rventi' 
ally shot. to

Then, too,'there were- the 
long hours Sirhan spent at. a 

:suburban gun-range, pracicc- 
ing rapid-fire shooting the.aft
ernoon brfoor the assassina
tion. And thror Was“his■poes- 
encr in the hotel,-• with a W 
caliber revolver in his' trou
sers, hours before the sl.atiing.

It was done, the State con- 
tendL-not with mlroIs;bul) 
with “maiiee of-forethought.” ;

The vpoosrcutioh. however. 
did- not stress its demands for 
th! gas 'chambro in the past 
week- District AttQrtlet: Evelir

1
 J. Younger and his aides ap
peared ready at several, points 
to be willing to srttlr for a 
lfee-inprisonment agreement
with the defense that would 

|h.airtoporcludrd a ful-scale 
'trial.., ________ . to-.' - "

Mohr _ 
Bishop 
Casper 
CaUahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt _ 
Gale _ 

' Rosen

m themd, the mercuri.ai.de;. ] 
frndant and’ fails lawyers, de-1 
cided against it. With Superior. 
Court Judge Herbert V. 
Walker uhwilltng to .consent 
to a. guilty plea that, would 
have made alfn term automa-1 
tlc, they'would have had to 
take. Ito question of' penalty 
to the - jurors. 

.The iWosrcution was appar
ently willing not to urge the 
deat:h penalty, but the jury 
could' still return .such a vei-- 
dictS’.'<Sirhan’s lawyers:1 huddled 
with him' Wednesday in his 
windowtsss, T-shaped cell five! 
thiol’s above, the Hall of 'Jus- 
tie'e couot:l■i>i>m,, where he is 
being .tried, and mulled over 
pie preTspieiiss. ' ''

Sullivan —
Tavel------  
Trotter-----
Tele. Room
Homes -----

and

. Among 'other thhgs,ttt;lt 
torney's pointed out, tto only 
guilty pte* open ' to. them 
would, provide-' no absolute 
guajraneee -against -the: death 
penalty... , -

“The ’hell with it," Sirhan 
has said to have decided at 
length. The tr'ial began Any 
11X1 dayl ... _ .______
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The New Leader____________  
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People's World____________ 
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Part of a page dated May 18, 1968 in one of Sir-hans notebooks introd Entire picture, Page A4.
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Siehbn:6RFKMustBlKiHld...
By George Lardner Jr-.
Washington Post Staff Wrier

LOS ANGEL.ES, Feb. 24-Siirhan Bishara Sirhan’s wild, 
disjoined! writings—full of venom for the United Stages and 
its political IlaOlrs—were mbdl public today amid a rash 
of bitter outbursts from the young Arabi,

Sir-han was so distraught over the introduction of the 
notebooks that he ssiO he would rather plead guilty to the 
murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and die in t.he gas cham
ber than have the public thiink he was nltting1b fair trial.,

“He’s blown his top,” chief defense counsel Grant B. 
Cooper told reporters latlit. “Hi Otesn’t know what the hell 
he's doinn.”

The rambteg notes introduced by the prosecution spiUed 
over with hatred.
. The young Palestinian repeatedly jotted down the in
junction Ao himself, “RFK must die—RFK must be kited 
. . . Robert F. Kennedy must be basasalnated, assassinated, 
asskssshaSed, assassinated ..... RtbleS F. Klnnlly must be 
assassinated before 5 June 68.” An lntey dated May 18

In another “dissertation” that was kept, from the jury as 
being too infiammaioty, Sirhan, 24, proclamed his support 
of “the Communist cause and its people—whether Russian, 
Chincse, Albanian, Bulgar-ism or whatever.”

Sirhan, the notes also disposed, had then United Nations 
Ambassador Arthur Goldberg marked for assassinate,, at 
least in his 'mind’s eye. On one page of his notebooss that 
began almost unintelligibly with scrawlings about a ”aaffire 
stone,” Sirhan wrote: .

“Ambasaador Goldberg must die die die .die.” Of Gold
berg, the notation added, “mutt) at the airport.”

Goldbergs, it was undesstood, was schedukti to make a 
speech in Los Angeles ■around the time that Sirhan shot 
Kennedy in t.he Ambassador Hotel last June 5, The UNt. 
Ambsssador, however, did not keep the engagement.

Sir-han seethed over the discioseeas all day, starting with 
a prolonged and agonizing ctnfeeenee ths morning in 
Judge Hloblr•t V. Walkers private chambess. If was 'there 
that he blurted out that In warned to pierid guilly. The 
Judge told him to listen to his lawyers. V

• ■ See SIRHAN, At, Cot 1 : '

2/2669





fn SIRHAN, From Al !

■ "l’The moody defendant was 
quieted down, but not for 1 
M Moving into the court-, 
room, Sirhan 'could. harely 
contain himself as the pros- 
‘fcutlon-presed for intro-

6dUctm? of - eight pages- of 
Johis w^ngs all seized from 

hsH^do00"^1"’ •*»»<**«
*&„^f^?fd' ’ay dying

1

Defense' Counsel Cooper 
, conceded -that most of ths I 
notations, were “refevant’’ to I 
toe -case, but; to 'poofetfed.L 
stiffly against two pages that 
he 'balled both “immateirlal" 
and' ‘prejudicial.”

. Chief .Deputy District At- 
| torney Lynn D. Compton 
' countered by saying that the 
handwritten “dissertation”

. jptted down, on two sides of 
a' single sheet of paper, was 
full of insights into Sirhan’s 
state ■ of mind. ' ;

With the jury out of the 
courtroom for the argument, 
Compton steamed into a sum
mary of the contested pages 
when Sirhan half-lunged out 
of his seat. ,

“Wait a minuee” he shout
ed, “it hasn’t been admitted1 
into ^denee yet.”

Chief Dffenfe Investigator 
Michael A. McCowan grabbed 
him by both shoulders and 
held him in hits chair.

On these two pages, supe
rior Court Judge Herbert V. 
Walker agreed with the de
fense.

“The court;,” he announedd, 
“feels the inflammatory na
ture of there documents far 1 
outweighs tlheir .probative 
value,” | ,_____ I

Judge Walker, hrwfvfr;^f-- 
jfctfd doper's plea for a 
special court order to toe-p the 
pages from the press. The 
judge said he-felt the jury 
was safely sequesteedd and 
Compton insisted that it was 
“in the interests of the pub
lic and the nation to know
what the defendant thought 
about this country’.” -- 
. In this document, Sirhan 
said he not only supported^ 
“the Communist cause” but 
also that: -“I advocaee the overthrow.., 
of the current President of the
(obscentty) United- States of 
America., I have no absrlufe 
plans yee—but soon will cbm- J 
pose some.” > ,

“I am poor,” Sirhan went 1 
on in the undated writing that - 
he .styled, “equality before and . 
. after the law.” -Yet, he said 
“this country's- propaganda 
says that she is the -best, coun
try in the wrl-d-I-have not 
experienced this -yet ’ , •

“The U.’ Sr says'that life in 
Russia - is badrwhy-sujp*- 
posedly no average; American 
has ever hved in a Slavic
society so how can he tell if it is good or bad—ssn’t his 
gov’t putting words in his 
mouth.

“Anyway” the illtmvettedd , 
young immigrant wrote on, “I 
behove that the U.S, is ready! 
to start decling at a faster 
rate so that thie real Utopia 
will not be to far from being 
realized during thf,■farly 70’s 
in this country.”

The so-cahed dissertation 
concluded by proclaiming, re
peatedly, “workers of the 
world unite, you have -nothing J 
to Iooss but your chains and I 
a world to win.” ;

- Sirhan signed it with his 
nickname,‘^Sub“=and ■prl shfd 
it off with a few words in 
Arabics. -
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LOB ANGELES. Feb. 26 (UPI) - Sirhan B. Sir
han is wiling to plead guilty to the' murder of 
Sen. Robert F. Kminedy and die in the. gas cham
ber Ather than proceed with his present trial.

The Arab expt(xted in anger in the courtroom 
yesterday at presentation of notes .in which .he 
wrote that Sen. Kennedy “must die like his broth
er.” '

,Defense attorneys and his mother trifed to calim 
him and counsel Grant B. Cooper said:

. “He is like a man in a hospital who teHs his 
doctors he wants to leave when they know he 
cannot possibly do so.”

Sirhan stood' up and shouted and had to be 
_shoved to his seat twine by baiHffs when the 
prosecute presented the diaries in which he had 
scribbled that he favored the overthrow of the 
U.-S. Govsramsat, backed Russian- and Chinese 
communists and wrote over and over again that 
“RFK must die.”

■ PREFERS DEATH
Sirhan told Superior* Court Judge Hebert V.

Walker in private chambers that he would rather- 
die “thasm have .petpSe thunk I am getting a fair 
trial." . ,

In notebooks dated May 18,1968; Sirhan wrote 
in disjointed and unpuiictuafed phrases:

“Robert Kennedy must be sacrifctel for the 
cause of the exploit^ p^pte. My determination 
tfo'.eliimlaa|te RFK is .boHmee the more of an un

, khakeabis|obssski«nl. - ,
V“RFK must dfe -RFK must be Idled —RoM

Date

ert F. Kennedy must be assassnaated — RFK 
must be assassinated—RFK must be assassinat
ed, assassmatel assassinated

“Robert F. Kenedy must be assassmatel be
fore 5 June 1968.“

Sen. Kennedy was killed in the pantry of the 
Ambassador Hotel early last June 5.

BACK IN COURT ' '
Today Sirhan was coming back to court: again 

and the question is whether he is’ still determined 
now to plead guilty and throw himself on the 

“ decision of the jury as to death or life. '

, Mr. Cooper said that.il Sirhan persisted in that 
plea he would have to lire him and his other 
attorneys, Emife Zola Berman and Russell Par
sons. If Sirhan pleads guilty, Mr. Cooper said, 
there is no possibility of an appeal.

“Said Mr. Cooper: .

“He doesn’t know, what he's doing. He has 
blown his top. We are his lawyers and we are 
gomg to. protect his constitutMrnal rights” -

Another entry in the notebooks said:
“Ambassador Goldberg must die die die die die 

Ambassador Gtldber•g must die Goldberg must be 
eliminated Sirhan is an Arab Sirhan you you you 
Arabtyou you Arab.” . -

Should Sirhan demand that he plead guilty to 
first degree murder, in Sen. Kennedy's ‘dearth, 
Judge Walker would question-him and perhaps 
even ...call psychiatrists, to, ascertain whether:the.. 
defendant really knew what he was doii'g. ^

i
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Aired Intent to Kill
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By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Stall Wrier

LOS ANGELES, ’Feb. 21-A 
larded Pusasena trash collec- r swore today that Sirhan 
rhan told him not to waste 
is primary vote on Sen. Rob- 
t F1. Kennedy because be 
is planning to shoot “the son 
aB.”
Trltifying in a quick 'burst. 
lyllablel that started the 

lurtroom, Alvin Clark said 
e young Arab made the 
.reat just a few day's after 
e assassination of the Rev. 
ir. Martin Luther King Jr, 
st April 4. .
Under iools-exrminarion 
e lanky witness aiknowCd- 
ged that he once deciaead 
at he would “do anything to 
ee (Sii-lian) convicedd,” but he 
lsistra that he was telling the 
■uth.
It was a Wednesday, trash 
Slection day on East Howard 
treet where Sirhan lived, 
lark recallay. and the sleh^ 
R immigrant walked up lo 
at as he often aia. I 
’ See SIRHAN, A6,CoU

SIRHAN, From A1
“He was upset somewhat 

about the death of Luther 
King,” the Negro sanitation 
worker recalrad. ‘Hee asked me
how the Negro people 
about it . . . What do 
think the. Negro people 
going to do about itt“ 
“What Can we Do?

felt 
you 
are

Clark shruggdd. “I said that I miean, ‘Like what can we do 
ibout it? Ther-e wasn't but one 
person involved.”
1 Then, he; said; Sirhan asked 
•him how he felt about Califor
nia's upcoming presidential 
primaries, still weeks away.

“I told him I was going to 
Vote for Kennedy," Clark said.

., “and Sirhan said, ‘What are.
you going to vote for that son
of a B fort Because I’m Paan- 
ning on shooting him.‘ ”

Sirhan stirred in hn seat on 
the other side of the anti
quated courtroom. A smile 
crossed his face-. Abruptiy he 
put his hand over it and 
leaned over to whisper to 
chief defense counsel Russell 
Parsons.

Clark went on. “I said, 
‘You’d be, killing one of the 
best men in the country?. ” he 
said he.tdld.Sirhan. .

migrant in the crowded hrtrl 
lobby arruna 8:45 p.mi.

The crrwa was moving to 
war'd the Palm ■ Terrace to 
Srrr Kennedy's lecrnd speech, 
Blume* said. He said Sirhan 
wis stIUIggii]ig agrinst it, mov
ing in tSr direction of the ho- 

,tel’s EmbrMlsy R;rom rna the 
pantry wtere Kennray was 
crming through.

The New York Srnrtor fin- 
ilhra his second talk around 
9:30 p.m.Moiam Davs?, avr|- 
unteCT Kennedy hostess, sail 
she saw Sil■llan next. Mrs. 
Davis was with her husband 
mid teemgee daughter'.

“My aaugStro is 17,” Mrs. 
Davis said, “md she was into- 
gltea in fincting. te diessing' 
rooms of'the stars that hra ap- 
geared at the Cocoanut 
Grove."

■TSry entered the ■nii!htelub 
through the Hobby, went back-J 
stage and started roaming 
around.

”We got hung up ther-e 
somewheee,” Mus. Davis said 
in testimony that captivated

fillivaia —
avel-------

Trotter-----
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy

K&*t

The trash collector; whom 
Sirhan. u■srd■ to serve coffee 
and srndwicess, sala he re
minded the defendant that 
Krnnray had sent his plane tic 
-Memphls to.pick up Dr. King’s 
widow and his body for the 
Negro iraaer’s funeral in At 
nana

feirhan, he said, passed that 
of “He said he did this for 
PlUbliiltyi-Kmnady nd.” ■

Deferne attamesy Emile Zola 
Berman rose to attack the. 
pash collector's testimony.

the courtroom. “It was ve^ 
dimly,, ligltted.” .'Finally, they 
sl;umbled into a .CoorCtO>r with 
stevves full of glasses and a 
big bowl of ice,- but no watro

Clark, Berman nrtra, SiI 
been intense wed by an FBI 
(gent, last September.

“Didn't you tell the FBI that 
ou would hate to take the' 
ath rna testify because you 
rtea Sirhan so much you 
i ouIddoanytSing to see him 
)nl^r^eu^■_Er,mrn demandd.. 
“Yrl, I did,” Clark rrpiied. , 

Swears It’s True - - ■ — <

“Have you told the truth 
| irrr, sirt” prosecutor David 

N. Fits couneeead.
‘Yees, I did,” Clark sril1.
He was frliowed to the 

stana by two witeslres who 
told of seeing Sirhan appad- 
enUy stalking Krnnray in tSr 
Ambassador Hotel last June 2, 

■ some 212 days before the as- 
'lallinatirn.

The Oicasron was a. Sunday 
■ evening reception for the 
Drmrcratic presidential candi
date. Kennedy, the jury was 
told, first, gave a sprecS in the 
Cocoanut Grove nightolub at 
die hotel, tSe^ moved through 
backsaage corridoss to get t;r 

। the srtrls Palm Trracry, 
,.where more supporters were 
। waiting to SlraO anrtSrr pep 
I talk.

Hrrawrit;rr AngrJr Dipterro 
laia he elcrrred Kennedy 
through the back way after 
te first speech, arlivrrra

“We took a glass and put 
some ice in it,” she said witH a 
smite, raaing that -hey afco 
snagged it as a lruvrnir of the 
rvenlng.

‘Then we ■wandered arruna 
l:Srr•r ]crking for water.. Any
way, my husband opened a 
door-. We were luoprlsra to 
see this mian. I tell you the 
truth, we were sc frightened. 
We tSour;St that he was a 
wrlt:rr. We knew we were off 
basr. He was seated right ln- 
sidr the door. That was what 
frightened us so.”

The family gulpra, held up 
•tSr icr-filled gaass and askra: 
,“WSrrr’■s the watert” she testi
fied. _ - — 
“d-Sii-hm, she said, “shrugged 
his. shoulders and shook his 
head. . ... It seemed like he 
was sitting,on .a boxf acing■lSir; 
Hrrr. .TSere 'was;,a'■<paprr ■■bag
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near him.” ' '
. Mfrs. Davis was notileroori 
just what “iliishen area” t,hey 
^d stumbled .into, rltSough it 
was apparently in or near the 
pantry where Krnnray was 

■ killed. .The, Srnatrr did not 
come back t;Srt way until two 
[nights later. • ■

(around 8:30 p.m. I took them 
through the paw where, Sir- 

hhan hu admitted, the sSct-She 
■ Srnatrr down in the early 

1mrrnlng of June 5.
Long-haired WilHam Blume, 

18, hmd he saw SirSan :fiist< 
The two had wrr■kra as stock
boys in adjoining •itorrl' in 
Pasadena ■rna Blume said he 
recognized the Jordanian im-|^
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SirhanTalked 
AbtaKiliing, 
JurylsTold

By George Lardner Jr:
Washington’ Post Staff Writer

„ LOS ANGELES, Fefe. 21-A 
bearded. Pasasena trash collec
tor swore today that Sirhan 
Sirhan told him not to-waste 
• hits primary vote on Sen. Rob
ert E. Kennedy because he 
was planning, to shoot “the, son 
ofaB:”

Testifying in a quick burst' 
of syllables that startled the 
courtroom, Alvin Clark, said 
the young' Arab made .the; 
threat just a few day's .’after 
the, assassination of the Rev. 
'Dr. 'Martin Luther King Jr.' 
l.ast April 4., . ,

The lanky, outspoken wit:-; 
ness. ackhowdddged under 
. cross-examnnaoinn that he 
once,1 said- he would ”do any
thing to: see/(Sirhan) convict)-' 
ed,” but he insisted that; ihe 
was still telW.' the truth; I, 
,,His /esitimony -produced J 

smil'i/rom; Sirhan and a posC 
of jaunty iudifeeeence from 
his lawyers.
| See’SHOtAN, A<), Col.4
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Jury Told Sirhafl"", 
Aired Intent to Kill
SIRHAN, From A1 !

But it strikes directly at the 
। defense team’s claim that their 
| client was driven to the /kill- 
ing in a psychotic rage over 
, Kennedy’ campaign support 
'of U.S,' 'jet-figheer sales to 

I Israel. ' '
I The New York Senator first 

■ stumped for the jets deal on a 
campaign stop at the Neveh 
Shalom Temple in Portland, 

,,Ore, .on May 2«'wearing a. yar- 
m,ulke on , his head, he. also 
urged- that the Johnson Ad- 

■ ministration cut off economic 
J.hid. that he said was used by 
I Arab countries “in support of 
.: aggressoon,” '

Clark indicated that he 
heard Sirhaa—"I, knew the 
kid by the name of' Sol’"—’vow 
to kill Kennedy well before 
that;, though he did'not ,gi.ve a 
precise date. ;

It was a Wednesday, trash 
collection day on East Howard 
Street where Sirhan lived, 

:Clark; recalled,- and “Solp 
. walked up to chat as he often 
: did. ■ -

“He', was upset' somewhat 
' about the' death' of Luther 
LKing,” the Negro sanitation 
‘worker"'declaeed.' “He- asked 
■ me' how the -Negro •peopefelt 
Kabout it .. ■■ he sai;d;-'What/do 
!'you -think.' the Negro _ people 
;. are. going tto do;about,it.?P’.
V' Clark shrugged. KT said ';that 
'I meahy /Like what can wc do 
abou-t'*i-t? There-wasn't but one 
person involved' ” .
’ Then, 'he said, Strhao asked 
him how he felt about Califor-' 

- nias upcoming preitdentitl 
primaries, still weeks away. ■ “I told him I was'going to 
vote for Kennedy,” Clark'said. 

■ “and Sirhan said, 'What are 
;you. going to vote for that son 
of a B for? Because. Emplan- 
oiog' on shooting him.’ ”

1 'Sirhan stirred in his seat on 
sthe other sid.e of the' anti-' 
juiai?a courtroom—A_ smite.

Hea.dwaiter Angelo- Dipter™ 
said he , ‘ escorted" Kennedy 
through the back way after 
the first., speech, delivered, 
around. 8:30 pm. It took them 
through.the. pantry where^Sif- 
han has ‘ admitted;’.he. shot- the, 
Senatdr down.' in the early 
morning of June 5 '

Long-haired, William Blume, j 
18, said :he, saw Sirhan firstA 
The two had worked'as-stock-1 
boys in' adjoining 'stores Ios 
Pasadena and Blume 'said he, 
reoognieed the Jordanian im-J 
migrant in the crowded hotel'! 
lobby around'8:45 ,p.m. ' J

The. crowd was moving to-» 
ward the Palm TeI■I-ace to 
hear Kennedy's second-speech, | 
Blume. r said, .“Het said. -Sir-han! < 
was strUggllOg:agaiOretItt, mov
ing in the 'd^^ection of the ho 

■tel’s. Embassy - Room, and the 
pantry where ;.K:eooedy was 
coming through/, i A J

T’he New /'York' ’Senatorii 
finished this- second-, talk, at 
„about 9:30 pto^MiIiam Davis; 
a volunteer Khnneciy hostess, 
said’.. Iihe'y5aW:''''Strgan,/about 
ten minute’ later, white,' r-oam- 
ing through,, .the AmttSi^tadbr’s 
backstage, .corridors.'-and pan.-, 
, trees with-her.’husband and 
; daughter. .''“■i';" ■ " 
K'My”'daugheerris' 17/” Mrs; 
iDayis■said;‘‘aOd shfe” was.fntorr 
■ estedyin, ”f^ldug..tg^..dI^^isnlg 
;rooms-of the" stars/that had alp 
. pearled at the 'Cocoanut
Grove;”

■ They entered the nightclub 
through the lobby, went back- 
.stage and itar-:ed roaming 
around.
' “We, got hung up there 
somewheee,” Mis. Davis said 
in testimony 'that captivated 
the courtroom. “It was very 
dimly .lighied,” Finally^ they 

■ stumbled, into a; corridor with 
shelves full of glasses and a

. big bowhof ice, but no water.
'“We (each) took'a glass'and 

. nut: some lia■■io .it.LsheL.sald



roPCLmw , 9^2-21-69, 
FROM -WashNe MARKED FILE AND INITIALS)

59 MAR 3"1969

M^ 7- A
NOT ReCOrdeB-

46 FEB 27 1969



0-20 (Re,v. 7-27-6;)

_

KENSALT

Tolson J 
DeLoach 
Mohr -----
Bishop  
Casper _ 
Callhhan 
Conrad _ 
Felt _
Gale _ 
Rosen

46 FEB 27 1969

F'LE/,®’
WASHINGTNN CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 6

Sullivan —
Tavel------

I । Trotter----- 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy

t*t 11

A



0^19 (Rev.',7-17-68) Tolson _________
DeLoach _______

Mohr ____________
Bishop-----------------
Carptr----------------
CaHahan________

Trott: er________

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
| black notebooks in which Sirhan 
Bishara SirHam' ieporteely in
scribed a deadlne for the assas? 
.sination of Sen, Robert F. Ken
nedy are about to surface in his 
frrs--degeee. muretr trial.

Defense attorneys raie they 
would object strenuously to their 
introduction, on groutl-is they 
were reized i1ltgally from the 
Sirhan home.

The prosecution's witness list 
for 'today included Sgt. William 
E. Brandt amd 'Dante A. Lodolo 
.of the Los Angeles polke, who 
found the notebooks,

Refer-edd to by Yorty ,
Mayor Samuel’Yorty of Los 

Atgeler made the first reference, 
to the 9-byil2-mch book’- soon' 
after Sen. Kennedy died. Sirhan, 
he said, wrote, of ‘"the necesrit;y 
of arrasrinating Sen. Ktntlte1’ 

' before 'June 5, 1968.”
The death date-ws met:. Ken

nedy k was shot early that day in 
a pantry of the Ambassador Ho
tel just after wuintog the Cali
fornia .Democratic presidential 
primary. . • '

The date also was the anniver
sary of the first Ar•ab’Irratli 
war. Sirhan, a 24-year-old Jor
danian who lived the first half of 
his life in the rtrift’tort Miedlt
East:, was "quite pro-Arab in the
Arab-Israeli m 'iatt-er,” Yorty
saie. ‘,

Motion Dttitd
■ Sirhan’s attorneys have piic- 

turnd him as tortured by war 
scenes hie saw as a cti1e in Pal
estine and infianted by Kenne
dy's advocacy of moire U.S. 
p.latitr for .Israel. .His etftnetrs 
were denied a motion last Oct J 
22 to suppress material" taken 
from the Sirhan home in Para
dena without a warrant.

Judge .Herbert V. Walker

brothess "‘took the key, opened!ing, Travis White, tertiftee that 
the door and allowed them (the; in his opinion Sirhan was not un
police officers) in.” But he said ” " ’ “ ’ ' ’
hie was not ruling on the admiss-
ability of the .material at the

der the influence of alcoholic 
liquor.

Tele. Room
Holms __________
Gandy -------------------

trial
Sirlian 

day as 
; shooting

was described yester- 
alert and sober after 
Kennedy, which the

young Jordaman’s defender’s say 
he. did while in a trance and 
intoxicated.

And it was disclosed that Sir
han had indeed expressed will
ingness to plead guilty to first 
degree murder if he could be 
guaranteed a.sentence of lffe.im- 
prisonment. '

'Mistrial Sought
The disclosure came when de

fense attorneys moved for a 
mistrial at a morning confer
ence in the judge's chapters, on 
grounds tha a newspaper story 
might.prejudcee jurors. The mo
tion was denied.

One of the two policemen who 
arrested Sirhahyafter tthe shoot-

Whi.te sai.d Sirhan was .quite 
nervous .— other witnesses, have 
raid ther'e were shouts of "Kill 
him. Kill him" — but that “in 
three to five minutes he. was 
calmer, he regained hir com-’ 
posure.

After, shining a Light into Sir- 
han’ eyes, to test reaction of his 
pupis, he said^ he concluded that 
the reaction was normal and not 
indicative of use of alcohol.

Ten’ of Plea v
The mornmg conference con-' 

ieI’nee a story, in the .Los Ange
les Tmees sayuag Sir■tlatl had all 
but' eliminated the porsibiiity of 
a guilty plea btcaure of the 
judge's insistence that the jury, 
rather than the court, determinne 
the penaHy. Sirhan was raie to 
feel that the jury might con
demn him to death even if the 
prosecution eiet’t recommend 
execution.

Judge Walker, as quoted in tee 
trial tm-script, said: "Well, let 
me say that I gave some of that 
information in the newspaper 
out myself. I told them the plea 
had been offered, that I had re
fused the plea, but that I would, 
take. a plea and that .the jury 
could try the penalty."
,, The ■juegt. said1 he felt that 
because romtott had leaked an 
earlier story to the Times, say- 
.ing that. Sir-hum was wiling to 
plead guilty, “I wanted them to 
have the whole of that."’
“I assign your honor doing 

that as nurcon-Iuet"” said Grant 
B. Cooper, chief dtftnrt counsel. 
He noted the the defense moved 
for a mistrial after the first. 
■Times story, on grouner it might 
influence jurors, and it was dt’- 
titd.. i
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Prison Protection Will Pose a

Asuorlaldd Press

SIRHAN BARAKA SIRHAN 
... maximum security case?

By Dave Larsen_ 
Los AnirtlM Tim**

LOS ANGELES—In a pris
on, the most common tool for 
murder is a homemade shiv— 
quite often a bedspring which 
has been sharpened on a cell 
floor.

accused of murdering Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy its sen
tenced to a lite in iincarci as- 
tion, how can he possibly) be 
kept from harm?

The victim is usually an 
anonymous convict and the 
crime usually receives litHe 
outside attention. Last year it 
happened 14 times in Califor
nia prisons alone.

Suppose an internationally 
known convict showed up who 
had murdered a presidential 
candidate.

Calitem! prison officlais 
were reluctant t.o spectate on 
Sir-hans futuee as such, but 
they disposed the steps that 
have been taken regarding 
other convict.s whose back
grounds or personalitiies indi
cate the advisability of provid
ing them with protection.

To be specific about it, if 
the defense of Sir-han Bishara 
Sir-han prevails and the man

"Protection cases aren't un
common,” said Philip Guthrie, 
information officer for the De
partment of Coreecoinns. 
"They include informers,/in
mates who we think might be 
targets of the aggressive Lom-

osexuass, and former law en- 
forTement officer-s.”

For insaance, Jack Kisschike, 
thl former Los Angetes 
County deputy district attor
ney whip was convceted of mur-- 
derlng his wife and her boy 
friend, is considered a special 
case. ■

Krsschke couldn't be thrown 
in with other men whose 
plight is due to his work as a 
prosecutor. For this reason, he 
has been assigned perma
nently to clerical duties at the 
reception center of the Cali
fornia Iistttutien for Men at 
Chino. Hie lives with other ed
ucated Inmaess who are felt
to

wi

be of stabe natures.
hie Chino reception renaer 
I be Sirhan’s first stop,

should he receive a sentence 
lite imprisonment. I
The typical stay is dt 

'eeks. During that time the 
onvict Is given aptitude testa, 

psychiatric tests (if they are 
indicated) and a histor-y of his 
life is compited.

With ths and other informa
tion in hand—schh as how 
much of a security risk the in
mate is likely to be—the r-e-- 
ception center staff forwarrds 
to the director of rorrectious a 
recommenaation of which fa-- 
cility he shoudd be assigned to.

Then an 11 prisons for 
ken in California, ranging in 
security fr-om minimum to

ium.
\ Thcooetirally( Sir-han could' 
be sent to any of the 11. Be-1

cause of the nature of his 
crime, however, the minimum 
security facUtties are regadded 
by Department of Corrections 
offlciaS as uellkely.

Guthrie said no special 
preparations have been made 
anywheee for Sir-han, although 
he said there have been dis
cussions about how he might 
be handled at the reception 
center.

In addition to Folsom and 
San Quentin, the medium-ee- 
curity prisons have maximum
security arrangemnnts within 
them.

"For exampee, we have lim
ited access units where apian's 
moveureaUs are closeU con- 
troned,” said Guthrie.

The most stringent kind of
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; protection for a prisoner, 
would be to put him in that 
type of unit and, in effect, 
keep him under almost round- 
the-Mock lookup, even feeding 
aim in his celh ■

Of the 28,600 persons now 
doing time in State prisons,- 
not many get this, kind of 
treatment Those who do are 
mostly criminals oonsideeed 
too dangerous to be allowed to 
circulate with others. '

Although no, prison official 
would say as;■much, thilil.tht 
type of treatment regarded, as 
likely for Sirhan—at least in 

■ the beginning.
"Itl isn’t -uncommon for a 

protection case to be .tvtntU- 
ally allowed into a regular in- 
stituiton routine.”

A transiHon for Sirhan 
might be from conltantlfllckup' 
to a special assignment! which 
would put him In contact with 

,only a: select group of &mates 
and under supervision,of staff 
members only. v

■ For exampee, he might'be 
;made a janitor in a prison hos
pital — but in an- -area, which 
would keep'him from contact 
with the .general population of 
the .nl^tiUition.

■ ■Sirhan might even.be sent 
to the facility at Tracy, where 1 
there is a special unif co:oris-- 
ing entirely of protection 
cases. Those men —labout 20 
of them. — live together and 

■ go to their jots together,, al
ways under, an escort.
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Jury ToldSirhanWasNol DruiK
By George Lardner ets tin <ai innrru(gaiUon room: made jhe motion ii protest porters that it "was"a ;:s®iy 

'nreeWnwHnD/iemteW Wrifai* flhmif'tfiTffllF TflintlfllC lafor .17 _ f>__ x___  ▼ . that +VtA Tm?rizJ rfruranni'.”. . xIWashingtin Post Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 2O-A 

musiachinld patrolman said 
today that Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
than showed no signs of intoxi
cation after rhuutiog Sen. Rob
ert F. Kennedy, but the officer 
acknoweddedd that tim Jorda
nian's nyer were “not com
pletely ourmal.” •

Officer Trav’s White,, one of 
two patrolmen whf hustled 
Sirhan out of the Ambassador 
Hotel, made the admission 
under persistent cross-exam-- 
oati.uo by Chief Detente Cuuoi- 
’& Grants, Cuuper.

White said he felt, SiTkai 
was simply frightened after 
bang rushed past a gauotlnt 
of outraged Kennedy support
ers. - -

T’he officer's testimony 
under prodding by Cooper, 
however, w’as a turnabout on

about eight minutes later.
Coupnr •antoaded, stressing 

that He patrum■lao never men
tioned the eye test ii any re
ports until an ioteniiew with a 
superior officer last August. 
From there, the -Detente At
torney jumped .tea Sept;. 13 

dnpoiitiuo Whitegave to 
ChinS Defense tavertigatu^Mi- 
chael A. McCowan.
In State of Terror

On the ride to the pollcn sta
tion, White said of Sirhai 
then, ‘hie was' still almost ii a 
state of terror.” The patroL 
man also racd thno that he 
coldn't recall for sure just 
where he gave Sir-han the eye 
■test, and, of its -results, said 
only that the suspect's pupi’ 
were “very near normal.”

“I meant to checkh -Jim 
(again) later after he was able

agamstf a front page Los An- that the Judge gave out” Jy'y
Walker was repufiedJihtShe 

Times last week as^;biiogain-; 
clined to accept a guilWpnea' 
if it were uSnIInd;*!iThIr'i?war 
incor-rect. ’ ’ . L .

Judge- Walker dnilnd' the 
new motion for a mistrial'on 
the grounds that the jurors 
have already been sequestered 

■ in a downtown hoter where 
their newspapers are cen-

gnle;r Times story ths muro- 
iig,- ditching up with what 
uthnr newspaper -reported 
last week. The headlonrs: 
”Poiiibilily of Guilty Plea by 
Sirhan Now Appears Remote.”, 

The story attributed ths to 
Superior Court Judge Walk
ers “insistence that tthe jury 
determine any penalty” at Sir- _____ _.
han’s murder trial, | surnd- The defense contended

The sou^e fthe.story was! unsuccessfidly, ' ' '
not ideitified. During a re-1 spouses

riUully, that Aheir 
might tell them,flout:

cess, howrever, Defenee Coun-B the story when they visi 
sei Emiie Zola Ber'man told re-[jurors on weekends. J

the

to calm down/' White also saideaitn«<n1 nniMtM ^n> aM _rV_ _ X 1*a o CdUH doWU) frh!lie aisU saidhaxp^ “e»;&o!?*"'L
The defense claims that Sir-- n_

« On the witness tou.'3yf1 han kiled Kennedy gin a^ ™ltT.nimnn i™^ thy
choWc, .drunken 'state which/ 
made him only dimly aware oi 
Wt.he was-doing.

Called to the witness, stand 
by thepr•trncutloo, White said 

■ that he gave Sirhan a quick 
eye examination after taking 
him to an interoogation ruum 
at the Ramparts police station 
-last June 5.
Checked With Light

Wag a flashlight, he said, 
he checked Sirhan’s eyes, then 
thbse of his .partner, Rooke 
Patrolman Arthur Placencia 
fol cumpariuon. White said h 
darkened the room for the test 
so that the pupils of their eyes 
would open wide. Under nor
mal circumstances, they would 
then contract rapidly under a

the patrolman insisted that
Sirhan was “much calmer” at 
at the hotel but he admitted 
that his eyes “were still in a 
somewhat excited state.”

“You attribute that to
fright;?” Cooper dnman(eed.

White said he did, insisting 
that he meant to test Sirhan 
again only "ofr a double 
check” of his loitiil. cuoclusluO 
'that liquor was not involved.

“As a matter of fact;,” 
Cooper suddenly challenged, 
“you didn’t give him aoy lyn 
nxamloatioo that morning, Mid 
you?” ' I

“Yes, I did,” White said, visi
bly surprised by the question.
Mistrial Motion Dnoied

His questioning began after
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■flashlight. ’ ' a closed, 40imlolltte rnssiun in
_ Sirhan’s- ^s, White .told J Superior Court Judge Herbert

, V, Wlalker,8,cham1ners atwhichProsecutor -David; N...,Fitted 
P‘contraceed quick# . k . They 
| grew smaller’."’ So did Placen
cia’s. From that, he said, he 
conetaded ,t.hat Sidun was not 
intoxicaeed. The young immi
grant, he added, showed no 
other signs of drunkenness.

Placentia,, on the ot.her 
hand, tnstified after a grueling 
c•r'ossnxamination -earlier in 
the week that- Sirhan’s nyns 1 
were "real wi.de” and lilo’t 
react to his flashlig-hs. The 

I rookie said he gave Sirhai his 
Uwi flashlight test in the pa
trol car on the way to the po- 
Ice station. White was driv-' 
ing.
C.Rmed Down Quickly

I Cooper led White into .a 
I minute-by-minute account of 
the arrest.. The USfCnr^, who

I has been on the force two 
I years, said Sirhan was "very 
frightened” at first, but 

I calmed down moments after 
getting Into the police car, as 

I soon as it got out of the hotel 
I driveway.

“Did you ever see him in a 
nervous or frightened state 
thereafter?” Cooper asked! 
him. ■ I

"No sir,” White replied. He I 
I said he gave Sirhan his eye I

’he’ 'deneed 'a motion for a 
mistrial, a step usually made 
in open court. Neither judge 
for lawyers for either sidle of I 
fered an explanatioi for the 
unusual procedure, or even 
meitioied the mutlun, as they 
fUed into open court. i

The transcript, however,! 
was made public later:. Cuupi•r
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Wasted to Plead Guiltr^

Judge Spurned 
Sirhan Offer
LOSS ANGELES, Feb. 21 (UPD- Sirhan B. Sir-

han is wiling to go to prison for life but hie does 
not - want -to take his chances with a jury of going 
to the gas chamber.

The admitted killer’of Sen. Robert E. Kennedy 
offered to plead guilty to a charge of first degree^ 
murder provided he had the assurance there) 
would be no death penally.

Superior court judge Herbert V. Walker reject
ed the “compromise” and ordered the trial to 
proeeed.

The "peea bargaining” was fcW confirmed 
yesterday when the judge made public the tran
script of a secret session in his chambers at 
which defense counsel Grant Cooper asked for a 
mistrial because of news stories of the offer to 
plead guilty.

Judge Walker deneed the motion. The judge 
also revealed that hie personally was the source1 
of some of the information about the prepoeed 
changee of plea. Mr. Cooper chagged Judge Walk
er with “miscondlJct" but rajd hc certainly would 
not attempt, to have the veteran jurist removed 
from hearing the remainder of the trial.

Today the jury washearing about the seizure of 
notebokss at the Sirhan home including an entry: 
"Roteirt F. Kennedy must be arrassu1aCed before [ 
June 5; 1968.” Sen. Kerneedy died 15 minutes after 
midnight on June 5. - *

Such an entry would help establish premedita- 
3 tion by Sirhan in the killing of Sen. Kennedy who 

■ had advocaeed arming the state of Israel in its 
| defense against surrounding Arab states.
. The defense coneends the documunis were ob- 1 tained ‘ wttiiout a search warrant and without the 
I permsssion of Sirhan. . • ’

i
 Thursday afternoon Judge Walker made public 
the transcript of the closed session;

It revealed that the judge himself was the 
1 source of .some- of the information contaieod in

the Los Angetes Tunes story. The transcript quot
ed Judge Walker as saying: •

‘Well, let me say that I gave some of that 
information myself. I told them the plea had been 
offered and I had refused the plea but that I 
would take a plea on first degree (murder) and 
that the jury could try the penalty.
‘I felt it had leaked out, the other half,, and I 

wanted them to .have the whole of that,” Judge 
Walker said in the transcript of the rcrriion.

"I assign (charge) your honor doing as as min
conduct," Mr. Cooper said. •
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Tolson _________
DeLoach ________
Mohr ____________
Bishop.-----------------
Casper----------------
Callahcn_______
Conrad____ _____

Shaken Aut'hor Tells Court 
Sirhan Was Fully Composed
LOs ANGELES (AP) — Au

thor George Plimpton says he 
lacked the coura,ge to look at 
dying Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
but instead lunged against the 
senator’s assailant, a man he 
describes as "composed and 
peaceful.”
“My eyes, were solely on the 

hand of the defendant which had 
the gun," Plimpton testified yes
terday at the trial of Sirhan Bis
hara Sirhan, charged with Ken
ned y’s murder.
“He struck me as enormously 

composed,” Plimpton said of the 
you ng Jordanian who has been 
pictured as disturbs with Ken
nedy for supporting Israel The 
senator was shot shortjy after 
mid night last Junie 5 in the flush 
of his California presidential pri
mary victory.

“The rest of us, given this 
sudden tragedy, were not com
pos ed” said Plimpton of Sirhan. 
“He seemed almost like the eye 
in the center of a hurrianee, 
composed and peaceful.

‘Sense of Release’
“He seemed purged.”
0ne of the 16 prosecution wit

nesses who described the chaotic 
scene when Kennedy and five 
other's were shot in thie Ambas
sador Hotel pantry, Plimpton's 
account was perhaps the most 
dramatcr. &

AIthough he was caded by thie 
prosecution, his testimony lent

GEORGE PLIMPTON

support to thie defense conten
tion that shooting gave Sirhan 
"a strange sense of reiease.’l

Did hie look back after he 
bear'd the shots, John E. How
ard, a prosecutor, asked Plimp
ton.

"I didn't have the courage to 
look back in that direction," 
Plimponn said quiedy. Plimp
ton’s book "Paper Lion” is 
about his adventures with the 
Detroit Lions in which he - a 
tall, slightly built man —takes 
part in pro football scrimmagss.

Plimpton said he flung himself |

at Sirhan. pinmng him againsta 
steam taWe. Other’s pied on at 
the same time - Roosevelt 
Grier, football player, decathlon 
champton Rafer Johnson and 
Jack Galiivar, Kennedy advance 
mans.

Sir-han was still firing at that 
time.

Har'd to Get Gun
On cross-exammatinn, defense 

attorney Emile Zola Berman 
asked: “Was it an easy task to 
get the gun away from him?"

A. Nor. Because, as I say, there 
were so many hands . ..

Q. Didn't he show great 
strength)?

A. I think it surpris'd! us that 
we couldn’t get the gun so easi
ly.

Later, Plimpton said, “he was 
very strong for such a small 
man."

The 33rd prosecutton witoess 
was on the stand as the fourth 
day of the testimony ended..

David N. Fitts, one of the 
state’s attorneys, fndicated that 
only about 20 more prosecution 
witnesses will be caled - thus 
sharply shortening the trial, 
which had been estimate! to last 
three months. . -

The defense has said its wit
ness list is small, consisting 
mostly of testimony by Sirhan, 
his mother and brother, and sev
eral psychiarrists.

M
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Mohr----------------------
Bishop-----------------
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CaHahan-------------

Tloiinr________
Teles. Room-----------

Sirhan: Eye of the HurrCane^z
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20 (UPD) - Sirhan B. 

Sirhan was "like the eye in the center, of ahurri- 
cane" moments after Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
was shot in a'crowded-hote^paniry, sadd author 
George Plimpton. '
' "He struck me as enormously composed. The 

; rest of 'us, given this sudden turmoil, were not 
”com1-osed.” Mr. .Plimpton testified for the prose-' 
cution yesterday at Sir-han’s trial for muidier.

“Hs reaction, in a hurricane of. sound arid feel
ing .seemed Ike the eye in the. center of a hurri
cane. He seemed purged.”

Tn a fortress-like courtroom, Mr, Plimpton used 
those words to describe his impression of'Sirhan 
B. Sirhan after 'shooting Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
and being pmned down on a steam tablie in a 
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel; ,

: HELPED SUBDUE SIRHAN

Mri.Plinprton was one of those who’subdued 
Sirhan. He .flew here from, the ,Jea.s.t,iq,tetfy.at 
the-trial 'and a bit of .the Kennedy'flavor came 
;back for a moment as he talked in a Bostonian 
accent; -and, pronounedd the , word “‘saw” as

i “sawr” ,-Mhe same way JFK and RFK did;.

f ’New-York- attorney Emlle ZolaHerman asked: 
Mr Pitmiptton whether he saw SemKeninedylying

5on the floor; ', ,
I "I didn’t have-the houraiRo^

(.fonsaid.,!-’ ., ...: ri1 ; ’

, Today the state called a series of witnsssei; 
mainly police officers, in the net it is drawing 
arounui the 24-yeaf-old Arab tmlmigaalit.

One potni that may come up is the defense. 
obincii-n to introduction as nvidenne of notebooks 
found in . Sirhan’s .home in which he had written: 
"Tobert Kennedy'.must be assassmated before 
June 5, 1968.” Sen. Knnnndy was mortally woun<-- 
ed at 12:11 a.m. on June 5.

The defense contendls the seizure of the “diary”' 
was illegal and without a snarch warrant. . '

GUN ADVICE
Another witnsss told the jury that. Sirhan fired ; 

more than 300 rounds during five hours at. a' 
target range on the day before Sen. Kennedy’s 
death and told another mah his gun was suffi
cient to “kill a dog", ■ ' .

Michanl_ Sannomianr who was also practicihg 
with Ids ■pistol, said'he talked with Sirhan for 45 

minutes and ^observed he had seven or eight box- 
■ es: of Mntttoo)tiaininn 50 shens. apiece., .

Mr. Saccomnti said Sirhan told him he plannidi 
to go.on a hunting hip. ' ' , 1 '

"I ’-toldl him*.that hunting with a pistol was. 
anan’st :thn law’ Mr. Sanclmaan said.
“He asked me why and I told ,him that'was-. 

,because? of its'Tack of accuracy. And hnsai^li<T, 
' 'd-n’i_knowLabOUt!JhaztiLwSkiill^ont^^
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rA8r^hrIseayy,FeR120,w^^ THE WASHINGTON POST

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 19- 
Sirhao Bishaaa Sirhao seemed 
“purged” and 'strangely com
posed momenSs after sheeting 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in the 
Ambassador Hotel, an eyewtt 
ness 'for the. prosecutton testi
fied. today.

Author George Plimpton 
gripped the courtroom with 
the account as. he, told of help
ing; wrestle the gun out of Sir- 
han’s hands and holding him 
until police arrived.

■ “He struck me, as com
pared- to the. re’t of us, a’ 
enormously composed,” Plimp
ton said. “Hits' reaction seemed 
startlOig.. In the midst. of 'thi’ 
hurricane of sound and feel

. ing, tie seemed almost t;he eyel 
i . . . the eye in the center of al 

hurricane, peaceful a°d coni,
Iposed.

“He seemed purged.”
The .receltectiosls poured out 

of Plimpton in.a virtual stream 
of consciousness? Sirhan’s law
yers wer-e delighted.
" They contend that Sirhan 
its a sick and “obsessed" mystic' 
who assassinated Kennedy in 
a cempuSsive trance that, left 
him i-ncapabee of premeditated 
murder.

Plimpton, a Kennedy family 
friend, told first of lSstening 
to the New York Senator ad
dress his wildly cheering sup- 
portera in the Embassy Room 

■ at the Ambassador, then mov
ing ahead of him into a back
stage pantry.

Tie set askew by a micro
phone. around his:. neck,- the 
tall, darkhaired writer said he 
was about 12 to 15 feet in 
front of the Democrats Pres-

' ■ dential candidaee when “a se
res of'sharp, popping sounds” 

' ■ broke out. s-^a^i

Tolson _ 
eLoach

'A MMec of Peepee’ , -......-, 
ATThT7<)u]d see, Plimpton- 

said, was “a melee of peepee 
by the first' serving table” 
where Kennedy had fallen.

Prosecutor' John E. Howard, 
interrupeed. “Did you see the 
Senator”” Hie asked Plimpton.

“No,” Plimpton said. “I did 
not have enough 'courage to- 
look back ih that, direction. 
My- eyes were Solely on''the. 
hands of the defendant which 
held the’gun.” '

Catching himself,' in' mid
step, Plimpton jumped onto., 
the steam table that,. Sirhan' 
was by now ■jammed against, 
his gun' hand on top ofthe 
tabee. Eventually, ex^-p’-Q -foot
ball tackle' “ilesey” Grier teek 
it away .fl•im, the’slender 
young man under the pUe-up.
Sirhan Strong ,
' Getting hold of "it, Plimpton 

said, “was difficult because 
there were. so many hands 
strugglnig for it and Mr. 
Grier’s finger was in.the trig
ger guard.” ' '

Defense" counsel Emile Zola 
Berman pointed out that 
Plimpton had told police' just 
after the’sheetin.g that Sirhan 
“was very strong for such a 
small man.” '

The author acknowtodged 
it.- Despite the other encum
brances, “I think it surprised1 
us that we ctule not move 
the gun easily,” he said. The 
5-feet-2 Sirha° weighed,only 
112 pound’s at the time of the 
slaying. .

Afier the fra^liptking Arab 
was subelreet,. Plimpton sieee 
by, helping Grier and others: 
hold, him uniil police arrived.: 
Sirha°’s eyes, Plimpton went 
en, were “eo'ermously peace- fu>'“ All he. heard the suspect, 
say was,- at,one point, “You’re, 
hurting my leg.”'
Priit.crli.oS s kept their 

thoughts' abeut Plimptons 
testimony- to ^emsevvssj • .but it seemed plain that they ■eie
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noLiegard it as a plus for 
, : their" side. “ -

Plimpton was preceded at 
the -witness stand by bearded 

„ Paul Schrade; .the United 
Auto Workers official who was. 
shot in the forehead by one 

1 bf the bullets that was fired
after Kennedy was struck.-

"I heard a crackling like; 
electricity,” he. said. "I saw 
some flashes . .. I thought we 
were all being electrocuted. I 
began shaking and fanfag”’

: The UAW leader said, that
i was the last thing he was 

aware of until he regained 
consciousness, on the pantry 
floor. ’
Sirhan Lent Gun

On the witness stand earlier,- 
a miniskirted blond, testified- 
how the 24-ycar-tld Sirhan' had 

1 graciously lent, her his gun 
just a. few hours before the. 
assassination.

.Shapely Claudia WilMaras, 
26, said she ran into .Sirhan. at. 
the San Gabriel Valley Gun 

। । Club where she had gone, she
• exphiheed, to try out a little.

.22-caliber revolver her hus
band had given her. for Christ
mas;. :

Sir-han struck her as a 
pretty good marksman, she 
said’.

"He went and shot my gun ' 
and I shot his," she said. His j 
shots were "very close to the 
center of the target.”

Dressed- in a neon orange 
diesis with her hair done in a 
towering bouffant, Mi-s. WH- 
lumss, who waits on tabees at a 
Tempe City str-ip club, told 
the courtroom she struck up a 
chat;, with Sirhan after having 
trouble with her own revolver.

"I couldn't pullthe trigger” 
she said. “So I asked him. 
There were only the two of us 
out there,” '

Husband Ronald, however, 
was nearby, practictng on an

I adjacent range; with his .30-30 ।
I rifle. For the Wiliiamses, it

was simply a, California-famny 
outing; He works as a milk
man. She works at the Briar 
Patch which its manager de
scribes as “a Sophisticatld 
nightclub;. You need a jacket 
tocome ia;”
Crucial Element

Mrs. Wiliams said Sir-han 
was alone on the pistol range 
“firing rapidly” with his .22

[ caliber Iver-Johnoan when she
began tr,ynig to .fire her 

। weapon shortly after 4 p.m, ' J

SJrhaa. jhe testifled, spent, 
about 30 minutes'calmly teach-' 
ing her how to shoot;. "He told, 
me," she added,, “that the 
mni-maags. (the; bullets Sirhan 
had) were better then what I 
was. using.”

Si.rhaa’s day on the gun 
range is a crucial element of 
the, prosecution's coateation 
that KeaatdyS death was cal- 
cuiaeed, cold-btobcCld murder 
[rather t;han a last-minute d.e-- 
cision made in a trance-like j 
stupor;.

Todays testimony could cut 
both ways. Several witnestes 
said they saw Sir-han on the 
[range fir-alg away -fwoW - 
1with the expensive and deadyy 
“mini-mags” that are ill-suited 
for target- pfaciice. But the, 
young Arab immigrant, also let 
.several peoph,; including MrA,1. 
Wiliams and her husband, 
handle his pist.oi without ap
parent concern. ’
On Range at 11:30 a.m.

The first witness,, David 
Moaiellaao, indicated that Sir- 
han was already' on the gun 
range at 11:30 a.m. last June 4 
when '■Moateiiano arrived with 

■ a friend, Henry A Carreon.
“There was a geailtmaa in-1 

the last staU, next tofthe gun. 
club’s) office”Moatelhlao said 
He was fi^iag very fast. .. as 
fast as you could pull the trig
ger.”

Chief defense counsel Grant 
B. ' Cooper handed' him. the| 
deatn weapon and called for a1 
demonstration. The “click
click-click” of the empty .22 
puncutated .the silence of the 
courtroom as Mtnteliant 
puieed the trigger in split-sec
ond sequence.

.MoateUatlt had a rifle with 
him on the range but eventu
ally he walked over to the pis
tol range where Sirhan was.

“I wanted to •find out what 
kIad of a gun he was shoot
ing” he said. “I thought it was 
a .38. He said, “ ‘No, Its a .22,’I 
was surprised,”

At Sirhan’s feet, Mtnttliano 
said, were some 4010 sp^t- 
bra’s bullet casings. Six. empty 
boxes of bullets, iailuding two 
mini-mag cartons, were lyil^g. 
on ‘he bcac^ of his firmg. 
stall. He was: puzzled that Sir-, 
han was using minimaggs, or 

■ hollow ptIais,” which spread 
tui on impact. Unlike others, 
MoateIlaat was not impeeseed with Siha-iTs accuracy. “He ' 
stated hr wasn’t shttiIag too. 
gaouLJhat day,” MotLteliai^o 
ttsiifted■^=s

Monte-Ugnoand Carrena-Jefd 
the gun range aI•ttad 1:45 
pm- ■“Sirhan”’ Monteliant 
,said, “was still there.”
‘CtuldKIlLaDtg’

Bespectaceed Michael A. 
Saccoman, 22, of Monrovia, no 
.ticed him next. He noticed the 
min^mags, too.

“I asked him- why he was 
usm-g that ammunition for tar
get practice,” Saccoman said. 
“That, type is used for htntt 
(ng. He said ,he dian’t know 
much about guns and that was 
the type of ammunition they 
sold him.”

- Sirhan, Saecoman said, also 
said that he “was going to go 
on'ahuntaitrip.

“I said,, ‘that! against the 
law because it's a pistol . . . 
because of the (lack of) accti■ 
I'aiy.’ And he said, ‘I don't 
know about that. It could kill
a dog””

Sirhan’s paper target, the 
, witness 'added, was ri.ddte.d 
wih about 100 holes clustered 
a^otttld the -bullseye.,

. -Most of the shots were 
clo^ together- and in the-black 
of the target-.” he salil;■ “Thief
target .had also been patcleed 
up ... I would say he was a; 
good shot."

Saccoman thought less of 
Sir-hans gun. He called it “a 
piece; of jink”' in comparSoanl 

■ with his own. “It had a ’mall 
barI■el and black plaliii 
grlI>l,” -he.recalled, “and a 
very cheap finish”’

1 Sirhaa was still practictng 
rapiltfrf.e lhtotIag from “a 
slight crouih” when-Saccoman 
first saw him. But then he 
slowed down. Saccoman saidi 
they chatted for about 45 min-' 
utos, on and off, beftr•c he left 
the gun range about. 2:45 p.m.

The trial moved on Ike a 
WhirWitnd. Prpsecutos■s How
ard and David N.. Fits called 
15 witneste■e to the stand to
day. Sirhan’s attorneys: cross 
cxami■n.ld only a few.

In fact, the State gave one 
of its own wi'tnest<le. the hard. 
est time. iarIy .Arno, former-

[whew

salesman at the Lock, Stock ‘n 
Barrel Shop in suburban San 
■Gabriel, got the going., .over 
.-."her., he was called to tes-




