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|B. Cooper insisted to newsmen

0-12 (Rev. 7-17-68)

Défonse’S

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30 —
Sirhan B. Sirhan will be called
to the witness stand Tuesday
in what ‘appears to be a “dry
run” by the defense to save
thim from the gas cliamber,
Chief defense counsel Grant

that he needs the slim young
Arab’s testimony as part of one
last pre-trial maneéuver.
‘Apparently, however,' his
lawyers have yet ‘to decide
whether to put him on the
stand-at bis murderitrial, Tues-
day's appearance will give
them an opportunity to try him)|
out without a jury present. -
The mounting pressures be-
ban to tell on the defendant’s
mother, Mary, who also will be
[called to testify Tuesday. She
‘burst into' tears today during
a recess.

Mother Réfortedly Upset

Mrs, Sirhan was said to have
‘heen upset by a visit Wednes-
day at her Pasadena home by
the prosecution’s chief psychi-
atrist, Dr. Seymour Pollock,

She was understood to have
been convinced by his ques-
tions that he put little stock in
the defense claim that her san
was incapable of premeditated
murder when Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy was assassinated in
the Ambassador Hotel here
last June.

Ostensibly, the stocky Jor-
danian woman and her wasp-
vaxsted son are being called
la\s part of a defense bhid to
quash the first-degree murder
indictment against him.

Cooper has contended that
the poor and the .disadvan-
taged have been improperly
kept from servmg on Los An-

eles County grand juries
such as the one that lodged
the charge against Sirhan.
| The Sirhans’ testimony Tues
day, Cooper stressed, would be
1m1ted to the difficulties in
nds meet as Arab im!

EMEB 41968
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For Sirhan onJZ lmessﬁ L

Chosen y Lot

{ Grand jurors are chosen by
lot from nominations submit
ted by each Superior Court
judge. The defense has com-
pl@ned that this inevitably
m'(?ﬁﬁs—i'jﬂethora oi=stEesiti-
zens from gili-edged ne1ghbor-
hooiE saeh as Beveliyrin
Sirhan’s lawyers are pollm_g
most of the 133 Superior Court
judges in the sprawling coun-
ty by questionnaire to find out{
how they made their choices.
But three decided to testify in-
stead, and they they acknowl-
edged that they picked friends
,whn—cmrd’ afford to ut=sindt,

year's grand fugy

Jo,
serv1ce' at $10 a day.

- Cooper akked one of the
three, Judge Edward R. Brand,
fwhether all of his choices for
a two-year period ‘made more
than $15,000 each.

The judge had no doubt of
that, “If doesn’t take very™
much,” he said, “tc earn over ;
815, . Mot

.

o T TN
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_cash, she said, from her sons.

i Qg E§5zeer—old motger g}.
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Of F ancml Phght
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By George
Washlngton Pogt:

accused of murdering Sen: R
today ina low, sorrowful voie
own hread; walked {6 work

on an

" TThe “Tawyers ha o er.
qustoRs® but Mary an
was not quite done; Abruptly,
'she rose t0 her full ¢ feet, 11
inghes.

“I thank God that He gave
me the strength;” she said
emotionally. “And I thank the
United .States also that I
néver go hungry .and that I
have a roof over my head.”

‘Momients later; deputies Ieg,
her fifth child, ‘Sirhan'B. Sif
Tan, back fo hlS jdil cell. ‘He
‘had. testified earlier, taking
his oath with a* lightly
clenched flst

Both were called by the de-
fense ,today “to testify ‘about
thelrastruggle against ‘poverty
since:; commg to. the Umted
States in-1957, .

Sirhan turned upin. & new.
blue shirt with buttoned-down
éollar and the blie. -Bray’ suit
he ‘has. worn to .court almost
every day for a month, He
was, pla;mly anxious for ques
tions, any questlons

“Obviously youre. fthe de-
fendant in this action, Mr.

-Grant B, Cooper asked.

‘24-year old- defendant through

Sirhan?” chief, defense counsel

The, slender Jordanian im.||
nugrant smiled: broadly.. .
. “Yegs,, sir;” ‘he replied in &
firm, cleaf, almogt proud
voice. v

From. there, Coopér led. the

‘a- long list of low-paymg‘ odd,
jobs, begmmng in 1964 st a
Pasadena drive:in and -endirig,
shortly before. _Kennedys as-
.sassingtioh, at a health food"
store in Pasadena

- During those. five. years,. ‘-11'-

LOS ANGELES, Feb 4 — The mother of the man

incomhe..of less: thin 51850 a year. She got little|

——

otherTell

Lardner
Steff Writer

obert F Kennedy testified.
e about how she baked her| /=
and: tried to pay her bills

pparently not. mueh;

it; he will g've it.t0 me.” Mrs.|

“yery little.” She Indicated
that :Sirhan. used most of his
mioney (0 biy clothes- and
maintain his second-hand 1956
DeSoto, the ear found near
the Ambassador Hotel afier!
Kennedy’s assassination last
June., ]

Sirthan and two,of his broth-

all ived with ’Lhelr mother at
her $12,0000 Howard Street
home in Rasadena. They paid
no roont. or board, Mrs. Sirhan
said. .

According to Cooper, the
fOl_._ll‘ togetherhad a net in-
{come of $8217 a year. The me-
‘dian income in ‘the TUnited
States for a family of three or;
more wage earners, accordirig]
to 1867 figures, would e,
$11,708. '|

The testimony was an ef-
ftﬁe—ﬁ%lster CooptT

t., the, first-degr ee 1nd -
men against Sirhin & ould|]’
be quashed. He protested that|,
minority groups, especially the
'poor, had heen unconstitu-|
gt-ionally excluded from the
grand ju.y that lodged the
charge.

According fo a study com-
‘missioned !by the defense, the
list ‘of ‘mominees for the 1963
grand jury was topheavy with|
elderly, affluent friends and|:
neighbors, of the Superion!

Few on the list, Cooper main-

taiged. mage less thap $15.000

"han nodded he earned pre-
‘eisely- $6558. 10 hefore taxes, -
~ He had $740 withheld in
Aaxes, he ‘said; but he got. “al-|]
-m of it back Y Part of
L_s earnings, +he said, v ent tof

S 4FEBT41959

“If I rieed it and he have; inated ‘the courtroom Session.

Sirhan testified. Bui. she gOt*mm,ded Arab worhan came to
California on her .own with
Sirhan, three other sons and
her only daughter, Ayda, a
sickly girl who died of cancer
four years ago.

and reportedly violent disci-
plinarian, already had broken
.apart ;from them; though he
ers, Munir; 21, and Adel, 3°’ar£joine'd_'_.the family briefly,
first in° New York and again
Ylater in Los Angeles. But he
stayed in the United States
only three years before re-
turning to
Jerusalem.

with .a bright. red .courtroom

pass dangling from it,
Sirhan told the court she has

Court judges who pitked them,)

Jiudge Walker, as

dessisdsthen méatibn, ng ﬂhat
[the atback on the g’,rand Jury’
systém had neither relévance
nor merit. The judges Have
defended the setup on. the
grounds that. yearalong service
on the grand Jury ig too. much
of g financial burden for those
wiih jobs they can’t afford. to
put asrde .

The court, will reconvene
lay . to, l_aegm, selection. of
Ekc] Juror fVIre - st

ste before fhe ‘actual trial
be%% it By
The progress, however, was,

overshadowed by the testi-
gnony And despife Sirhan’s
‘brief, appearance on the stand,
it. was his mother who dom-

t;o

The proud, dévout; strong-

Theé father, Bishara, a stnet

his village near
Dregsed in a black knit suit

Mrs.

r,at

Telp——
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never go hungry in the Umted

ilis{; came out, ’%’ gaid,
oW 1 feel really. I

es mmster Presbyterlan
nursery sehool a @eg glogks
G Home, for' the past’

11 years

Her pay check every two
eeks,

$92 11. .

But how, she added she
no longer has 'the job. The
chureh, Mrs. Sirban indicated,
replaced her: last. month he:
cause she wants to atfend the
trial and the nursery school
needs the work done.

" She did not ‘say, nor did any
one ask, how she i3 meeting,
her $70 dollar-a-roonth mort
[ gage payments and other bills:

|Nor was she pressed ot how| Date

she ever met her obligafions
om; ‘$1850 a year without sib-

Ystatitial help from her sons,

Later, the diminutive, gray-
haired woman told reporters
that she hadn't planned to say
.w*hat she did after Judge‘

she said, ~has been

%ad told ber, to § teg‘
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By Yolin Douglas-

Hnr_al&-!_h_mlner Staff Writer
County grand furies .
| how are they chosen?

Is the system archaic?-

Do they try to ‘accomplish
00 much in their dual respon-
sibilities to the criminal
‘eourts and to civil- govern-
ment?

These questi'ons

| mrder-frial this week as they
not only seek to quash the in- |
dictment chargmg ‘ihieif client.
w1th the murder of Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kenuedy, but, alse to
overfurn 7foreve_r California’ 8
unique. Grand, Jury system.

e

kind of Grand Jury system. In
tlie New England states, these
'juries. are seldom called into
session—siimimoned only in
the -event of major crimes or

Grand Juries

0}

i Mr.

Sithan Defense Team to Probe|
Callfornla s Unique Syste

In Uther states, such, a«%éﬂb o The 1968 Grand Jury Ind.lctn

ed Sirhan. It no ig in. it
| O the County Grand Juryf report, 15111 a lﬂnhﬁzsp?ragraphs
is.in session almost centinual- i The same report devotes G5
i ly, as it is i California. Buty pages 1o the. Grand Jury in-
there is. a difference. The vestigatlon of county govern-
[ Grand Jury, eXcept in very * ment, This was ot a ériminal
limited circumstances, investigation. Much of it is

has
based on the findings. of an
only the power to indict 08 augit teaim. employed.- each

crime in New York - noth_ 1year by the jury.

ing else. | This, year the jury also de:
' But in California the’ Legis- \voted its time to mvesugatmn

w111 hq lature hag given Grand Jury
pressed by defense lawyers, ml many | fasks. Stimming ‘them

the. Sirhan' Bishara SJrhan| up, the 1368 Los' Angeles. .ang fo'a probe of inadequate

—The. law of every state|imyportant,
makes provision for some [ﬁousekeepm_g’ reSponsIOIy.Z

Jof health services in the
county, a study of student un-
rest; and civil disobedience,

County’ Grand Jury reported facilities for " the: Coroner’s
to the Board of Supervisors:  Office.

As the grand jurors noted in
“their final report: “Los An-
eles County is. one of the.
gest. financial ]

' “Few citizens realize- that

‘California county grand juries
have two-fold functions: ’I‘he
first, woll-known, is-the cril

nal function; hhe second less
widely recogmzed but equally
15 the civil or

i Y
scan 5

BaFes ragmy
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_too-rare leisure: Although, by
- law, thie jury miust hire an.

w

i The. W

direct busmess of "the Grand:
Jury. ‘

The magnitude of the Grand
Jury’s task can perhaps he
fathomed by comparing thel
county with a similar metro-

politan region.

Hon'in the United States com-,
parable dn gopulation to Los

into' five counties, never has;
less than five ,grand juries!
sifting sxmultaneously

There are usuaily tw1ce that '
mumber Moredver, &l the
civil ‘housekeeping’ functiohs !
performed by the Los Angeles
County Grand Jury are.done
by the New York State and
New' York City comptrollers’
oftice, each with a staff of -
hindreds.

In: Los: Angeles the 23 mem.
to méet four or five days a-

week, and be Ioaded with
homework to study &t their all-

The only municipal jurisdic-- f’

bers of the jury can expect |

auditor, usually a certified |
public accoantant, that ac- !

countant’s findings must be ’
studied and. approved hy the
jurers before they can be. fin-

e

. The. c'ﬁﬁ ot~ Judge Arthur Alarcon, who“ "The element. of sacrifice of

[ of ‘this enterprlse and the twice as Crimirial Courts M

spending of a budget in excess. ter. Callendar Judge, has su-
of $L.5 billion is, by law, the! Dervised the jury, -éstimated major barrier they found in

in testimony at. the Sirhan!
trial that a member of ‘the
Jury spends sbre A0, hoirs
. weekly on kis task:

For it he is pdid $10 daily

' when the grand ]ury is' sitting,

plus mileage one-way at 10,
cents” per mile;

Kennethi Chantry, retired

Presuimg Judge of the Los |
Angeles County is the City: of Angeles County Superior § Catifornia is a complex one. It.|
New York. That city, ‘ivided | Court, and Judge Edward | - begins each September in the

Brand, a member of the Supe-
rior bench -simce. 1936, both

L beligve that the time grand f

, jury service fakes and the
]udgment required of a juror
In his assessement of the |

county’s business,, necessarﬂys two~ perscms ‘Some do not

limits service on the jury to a
few.

Utlike. many jurisdictions,

-California grand juries sit for

a full calendar yeat. Am &
pointee ‘to, the jury must be
able to make the financial
sacrifice demanded by thls
year’s service. And, if h

g empWhe muqt
have an employer who. is will-

ing to, in effect, give him up

1 for that year.

Judge Brand especially, ac-
cording to his testimony at
the Sirhan trial, i& convinded
thit. the deeisions about the
‘county’s business a grand ju-
ror is: required to make also
requires a person of extraor-

ihary intelligence and Busi:
RESS. actmen.

———"

e, Judge Alér*ﬁfwn S
Judge Chanity testified, is the

-their search for young people
and merbérs of minority
groups to:setve on the. jury.
Judge Brand testified he
never made. any :special effort
to find either the young or|
+ the mmorlty groip' members,
; wheh he soitght riominees. He
} appointed péople he knew.

The system of selection in

year prior t0 which the Juror
is to serve.
In Los. Angeles Courity, each

of the 13 ‘Superior Conrt
- Judges: is mwted to riowninite

make nominations, others
name only a single persod. In
" edch case it ds up to the
individual jurist.

The names siubmitted are
then subjected to a back-
| grotind Investigation and stud-
A fed by @ committee of judges,
which may have from three to
eight members.

Some names dre winnowed
out and the rest given 14 the
eounty clerk. BY the, spin of .a
wheel, he selects 24 hares.
Summons are served on these
34, and ‘they appear hefore the
(,]erk at which time, again by
the spilv of a wheel, 236f their
number are finally chosen for
'service. This -Seléction must
be, made hy Dec. 10 in. the:
year preceding the year in
[T which the juror is to-serve:

In_crimifal Gases; amg M
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Grand Jury alsc has the pow-
er to do, 14 of the 23 ju-
ors must hear the evidence
and -concur before an indiet-
ment pr-rémoval may he vot-
ed‘

In its. civil work, the Grand
Jury is divided. into commit-
tees: Audit; Schools, Social
Semce Smog, Jails, efc.
These conimittees are of dif-
fering size dependifig on their
importance and responmbihty.

reports. to the Master 'Crimi-
nal Calendar Judge and its

the services of the District
Attorney and hig staff and
other municipal officials as
staff. |

It must hire'ah auditor, but,
‘unlike other states in Califor-
nia the jury cam ot hire an

Each of the judges who
nominated a meniber- of the
ljury ‘which indicted Sirhan
has. been asked questmns

The ]ury ‘makes its criminal |

final. municipal report to the.
Board of Supervisors. It has |

attorney independent of the |
district. attorney. P

‘L?_“ES_JLHO § Emvolvmg the remﬁn i Defense: attorneys believe
val.of cvil officials, which Y, )

that in. many cases.

will show the judges nominat-
ed their friends. However,
many -chservers maintain
that, given the civil responsi-
bilities at the Grand Jury, this
occurs because the jurists
want persons whose jidge-
“metit they trust.

Emile Zola Berman, one of
‘Sirhan’s lawyers says that the -
very nature of .the Califorhia |
Grand Jury systemis such
that “no working stiff can.
ever serve,”

Becatise of this, he, and his
associates, ‘Grant B. Cpoper
and Russelt E. Parsons, will
attack the system at its roots
—tlie: selection process- and ]
the civil aspect.

They expect to take their
 battle to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Should they prevail, the Cal-
ifornia Grand J ury system
would fall. i m—

about. the. criteria he used in
seleciuig nominees, e |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Los Angeles, Feb. 11—The. Sirhan Sirhan, murder trlal now est1rnated ‘o ldat
“from- three days to three months ? got its complete juiry today with the sweaﬁ?’?ﬁ"

of six alternate j jurors.

Judge ‘Herhert' V. .Walker then
adjourned court umtil Thursday,
because tomorrow is Lincoln’s

birthday and a county holiday,!|

and opening statements and tes-
timony are 'scheduled 1o begin
then.

Mlght Cop a Plea
- The alternates«mthme women
snd three men, including the only
Negro ‘accepted — . were .sworn
aini'd, courtroom gossip that there
is a chanee Sirhan may cop a
blea, that is, plead guilty of flrst
‘or sécond de@ree murder.

In this state, a defendant .can
plead guilty of first degree mur-
der to get a gentence of life im®
prisonment!

Neither the defense nor wrose-
cution ywould confirm or deny the
rumor, except to say. that there
is always a “possibility” that this
can happen.
~ Sithan has been . indicted for
first degree murder in the June
5,'1968, slaying of Sen, Rokert F.
Kennedy—i.ﬂsnthedehuqhﬁqrs

could zend him to: the gas &ham-

ther o or sentence hita to prison for

life. - = ey

If. he wwere to plead g’ullty of
second degree murder, with the
consent of the prosecutmn then
sentencing would rest with Walk-
er, who:eould send the 24-year-old
defendant to prison for anywhere
from five years to life,

Sirhai, also could plead gullty
of manslaughter, which carries a
sentence of from one to 15 years.
* 'The rumors about a possible
iplea have heen mentioned since
the trial started, but they got
added impétys after District At-
torney Evelle L. Younger told re-
purtels yesterday-—afier 4 meet-
ing with ‘the judge and.all of the
attoriieys — that the. trial could
last, “firom three days to three
rweeks.” ) ) -

Possible Meaning

Assistant ‘D, A.. John Howard

{'said today he helieved “Founger

.merely was indicating that ne-

f1vody can estimate the length.6f a

trial, Ags atior
L i
sibid

d1scmqnently

II‘&E‘! Jury

By THEO WILSON
Staff Correspondent of THE NEws

S cgmplét@ 2
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" The allernates Wers ftepeeas |
today chief defense attorney

- Grant Cooper arose and safds

“Your honor, I am happy to an-
-nounce we hdve & jury.”

Cooper made this statément
imimediately after assistant Dis-.
triet. Attorney -David N. TFitis
said for the second time today
that the state accepted the six
alternates in the hox.

“A Hard Look,” He Tl;inks
The first time Titts acceépted,
Cooper 'uséd. a peremptory ¢hal-*
lenge to get rid of a2 ‘housewife
after Sirhan agitatedly conferred
with his attorneys, getting up
from kis c¢hair ahd leaning over

the bercch to talk with them,

It was learned that Sirhan be-
lieved the houSémf‘e, who wis
sealed yesterday, gave him “a
nard look.” P N

She was replaced by another
woman and the alternates were
swir sinthe 20th

da; § the
trial, now .in its sixth Week. .

(0P CLIPPJia

-— /3 (,
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The last jurors for Sirhan
Bishara Sirhali’s assassination
trial were sworn in today amid
backstage maneuvering over a
guilty plea that could save -him
from the gas chamber,
Prasecution and defense
lawyers both conceded that a
guilty plea from Sirhan was “a
possiblity.” But several obsta-
cles remain,

Superior Court Judge Her-
‘bert, V. Walker, it appears,
wanis the trial to be held. And
Sirhan wants to tell his story.
The actijal trial is scheduled
40 begin Thursday with open-
ing statements by chief pros-
gcutor Lynn D. Compton and
defense counsel Emile Zola
Berman, &=——x=2
“We're going to work in (to
the trial) all the problems
that make up Sirhan Sirhan—
and explain just how he ticks
or doesn't tick,” Berman told
reporters.
‘The 24-year-old Jordanian
ifmmigrant busied, himself to-
da‘y with the final choice of
jurors. Huddiing with his at-
torneys, he had them dismiss
a blond woman they were
-ahout to aceept, then at.length
pronounced his satisfactlon
with the final panel.
The six jurors ehasen will
sérve as altermates in case
any of the I12-member panel
sworn in last week dies or
becomes incapacitated.
The alternates named today
include three men and three
women. The 1ast to be named
was Gloria J, Haffey, a Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Co.
worker,
She replaced 'Mrs. Beth
Feenstra, the wife of a Los
Angeles électrician who was
about to be.seated until Sirhan
spoke up, .
. ‘“He just didn’t like her. Hel
warnted .somebody -else, that's|
"ac%l ¥ .chief defense -counsel|
rant B, Cooper tgld; re no
TS, Gﬂlen%expiainéd 'thavﬁl@,ai

o

 SiFhan Jury Is S‘fwf?j
Trial Scheduled, ,,
To Open Thurs day

By George Lardner Jr
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb, 11 ._]“[

5% % %1% she had been gxymg

But whlle preparations forI

learned that lawyers for both
sides have been feeling each
other out about the possibility
of-a giilty plea.

"District Attorney Evelle J,
Younger fueled the gossip
Monday after a brief confer-
ence with Judge Walker. The
l'tnal JYoungér subsequently
‘announced, could last three
Inonths or, he -said, it could
last “three days.”

} Flaborating on the eryptic
ft:emark today, Younger point-
ted\ out that Sirhan’s attorneys
‘have; already conceded thaf he
f.‘d Seén, Robert F. Kennedy
thé Ambassador Hotel here

'_‘-_fCarrymg the defense con-

cession through tq “its lo gicaI

conclusion,” Younger said, Sir-
han’s: lawyers might choose to
dispense with his first:degrée
murder trial altogether and
“go directly to the question of
penalty.”

Uider California law, a sep-
arate trial is' held in first-
degree murder cases ho choose
between life imprisonment and
death in the gas chamber at
 San ‘Quentin,

Sirhan’y attorneys have been
Thoping for a manslaughter or
second-degree murder verdict,
but to win either, they would
have to go through a full-dress

“We wouldn't. consider =a
plea to anything other than
tirst-degree murder,” Younger,
said.

With the ecourts approval,
however, Sirhan could enter
a first-degree murdeér plea on
condition that e be given life
imprisonment. Speaking for
the prosecution, Younger sald
that. such a bid “would certain-

ly co%magd our swnw

3

ti “went forwdrd, 1t Was|

held. But Judge Walker ap-
péars to be: balIung “He's not.
about fo give his consent 3
one source said.

‘Other possivle . stumbling]

blocks include Sirhan himself
and the plublic resefitinent
that would alinost certainly be;
stirred up at being deprived
of the inside story behind the
assassination.
The defense claims that Sir
han was 50 obsessed by the
Arab-Isrdeli. conflict that he
was incapable of premeditated
murder when he shot ‘Sen.
Kennedy, an avoweéd supporter
of UN., aid to Israel, _

The defense -could stilk try:
an end Tun around Judge
Walker by entering a straight
“guxlty“ plea to the first.de-

‘gree murder charge, perhaps

with the understinding that
the prosecution would not push

Tentative discussions. alogs,
Hhis=Hme Have alrﬁ%éﬁ%;n

for a degth sentence at the
p%ﬁaﬁg%'ial. PRCID Y

!
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Sifhan Seeks Mistrial;
¥ Publicity on Plea Cited

By a Star Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES — Atcineys
égr Sirhan Bishara Sirhan today
moved for a mistrial on grounds
that pretrial newspapsr, radic
and television publicity may
have prejudiced the jury select-
ed to decide whether Sirhan is
guilty of killing Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy.

As the court session opened,
Grant Cooper, one of Sirhan’s
ithree 1a wyers, immediately
moved for the mist-ial .specifi-
cally citing an article in yester-

Y

day morning’s editions of the
Los Angeles: Times which said
Sirhan wag considering entering
a plea of guilty to the charge of
first-degree murder.

“The defendant, Sirhan Sir-
han, moves for a mistriai of this

licity eminating originally fro.
an in the Ldﬁ*"n“"ge‘lg;

Times yesterday morning which
|was followed by a resume of the
| same facts on. evety radio sta-
{tion in -the country” may have
jprejudiced the jury.

1" Cooper said the publicity con-

ration™ prior to the time of jury
was sequestered. - o
Members of the jury hearing
the case were not locked up in a
downtown hotel until yesterday
evening. Prior to that, specula-
tion about a possible guilty plea
was carried not only in the Los
Angeles papers but by news me-
dia throughout the country.

Sirhan’s trial in Los Angeles
County Superior Court formally
‘opened on Jar. 7, but it was not
until Jan. 24 that preliminary
motions were disposed of and a
jury of eight men and four wom-
en was selected, ]
Selection of six alteérnate Ju-
rors. was completed Tuesday and
Judge Herbert V. Walker or-
dered a -one-day recess yester-
day in honor of Lincoln’s Birth-
day prier to prese

case ‘Sitteground thit-vie-pab- |

cerning speculation about a pos-|
sible voluntary plea of guilty|
had reached the point of “‘satu-}

ptation g
| OPENITE, ents and the pros-

28 FEB201968

ecution's case, to be followed
vy 1he l=c:a‘se"for the dérerse. -

The reports that Sirhan's at-
torneys proposed that he plead
guilly came amid indications
that both prosecution and de-
fense psychiatrists who have ex-
amined the ~24-year-old Jorda-
nian found he .qualified under
California’s unusual “*diminished
responsibility” medical-legal
test. )
That standard—something of a
limited insanity plea—allows a
defendant in a capital case to
argite that his mental or emo:
tional capacity at the time the
crime wis committed was so
,dimi_n‘i_shed as to rule out the
degree of premeditation which
‘must be proven by the prosecu-
ition to secure the death penalty.
1 Sirhan was indicled on a
kcharge which says he killed Ken-
pedy here last June 5 *‘with mal-
fce aforethought”—the degree of
premeditation whose maximum,
penalty upon conviction in Cali-
fornia is death in the state’s gas
chiamber. '

California juries- decide both
the- guilt or inhocence of the ac-
cused and the sentence he must
serve. if convicted. Whether a
defendant pleads guilty to
first-degree murder or is con-
victed of the -charge, the jury
can make only two possible ree-
ommendations—death or life im-
prisonment.

The latter has emerged as a

[~ Not Decided yet,

“I am not ruling out any-op-}
tion,” said Russell E. Parons, |
one of three -defense lawyers.
““Such a possibility is always dis-
cussed in any case, I have
falked about the possibility with
the prosecution right from the
ibeginning. But at the moment,

ﬁietrl&l is ggmg o

rpossiﬁm"*"ﬁi’i‘ the SEmam—vase,
particularly, if the nroseention
doesﬁﬁ?%tively press for a}
death sentence. Los Angeles
County Dist. Afty. Evelle J
Youngef has hinted he would ae- |
cept such a compromise, '
Both Younger and Chief Depu-|
ty Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton |
said this week that the prosecu-|
tion would study the possibility |
of accepting a guilly plea to]
first-degree murder. -
Sirhan, however, reportedly:
balked at his attorneys’ initial
suggestions of pleading guilty
because he felt the shift in strat-
egy would deny him the opportu-
nity to publicly explain, from the |
witness stand, his reasons for
the dssassination. . . w 3
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SIRHHNHIRIAT 51
FOR KEY APPEAL

1]
Two Opening Statements
Aré Expected T}P“is‘ Week

By LACEY FOSBURGH '
Special'to The Neéw York Tlmes

10S ANGELES, Feb. 8—Al-

though. the: frial of Sirhan

Bishara Sirhan stirted 34 .days

'ago and is expected to continue

for two or three months more,

most critical day or all.’ !

v At that time two, lawyers
. "xho Have Been silent during
the process of jury sélection

é

one day next-week may be the| -

cwill stand up i the .small,
crowded eighth-floor courtrooir;
inthe Hall 6f Justice here and
deliver their, opening  state-
ment. <

First, the Chief Deputy Dis]
‘trict Attorney, Lynn D, Comp;
ten, who- has been ahsent for
more than 100 murder case
ings, will speak, :
J The jurors, accustored ¢
hearing the two Depiny Dis
| trict Attorneys, David N. Fitts
and lohn E. Howard, will, then
listen for almost an hour to the
deep, gruff voice of the 6-foot-
tall, 220-pound former football
player outlinipg the prosecu-
tion’s case. 5 -

ish defense, lawyer from New
York who hag not vet said 10
audible :wofds'; in gpen court,
will rise’ and face the jurors,
Key “Part o Trial
“This is.about the most im-
portant part of the whole trial,”
he. said the other day, “If you
can't make the jury redlize in
. the opening.statement that: you
i have a valid and strong “de-
’ fense, you're lost.”
Day in, day out, Mr. Berman
[ tas leaned back in his chair,
| his fingertips pressed ‘together,
and studied the prospective

Afterward, 66~yeér-old Emile}
Zola Bermar,] the slight, bald-

Jurors’ fates as his colleagues,
Grant B. Cooper and, Riissell*F.
Parsons, questioned thetn,

This"is the only chance you
have,™ he said, “for the weeks
and weeks, and perhaps months,
that go by until sutnmation
time, to. explain your case and
convince them of the validity;
of what you believe about your
client.”

Mr, Bermati, a member of the
board of trustees of the Inter-
| national. Academy of Trial Law-

yers; was chosen to deliver this
mporiant. speech;, Mr. Cooper
%, explained, “because he’s recog-
nized as. the top lawyer in the,

it this: No oge’s better
than %e'rman--.’-’- e .qai%‘.é i

*Hs tough.?
2n 1956 jhe waged a success-
fil.defense baltre Lo’ have: Staff
Sutl Matthew, C: McKeon ‘found
ity only of«drinking 'on duty
i simple negligence. )
*Fhe sergeant had been charged:
with .culpable negligence and
responsibility for ‘the death of]
six marines - in a South Carolina:
swanip: o d
“Here’s a guy who shot Ken-:
.nedy, and eyerybody knows it,”
Mr. Berman said. “You havé
uwothing but hostility to starr
with. The whole case. depends
on how ‘the jury reacts to my
opeding.”
Problem_Defined -

| He intends to argue, “not in

“Lt__s?"ﬁ a_real” challenge,” ‘Mr)
Bermaf said-of the assighmient.y

~ .

! psychiatric térms or mumbo-
(jumbo, but in- English,” that
! Sirhan was. of unsound nfind!
when he, shot the Senator lasf
(June., He was in a state of
| “diminished responsibility” and,
could not have given 'the aci
the rational and matare consids
eration necessary for a first-
{ degree murder conviction, Mr.
\Berman said. b

“The problem will he. to, per-

,suade them this is a real de-|
1fense for Sirhdn,” he said,
1“and that. psychiatry is not
witchcraft or alchemy.”
. While the. selection of' six al-
‘ternate jurors cofitinued last
lweek and is schediiled to re-
jsume Monday, the two lawyers
'have been busy préparing ‘their
1speeches; ,

Mr: Compton, wha ‘has' tried
lmore than_half of the proceed-
iin his. 18 years as a, prosecutor
in Los Angeles County, said he
*will negate some of the ru-
mors that have arisen about
the assassination.”

The prosecution expects ‘o
call about, 80 Withesses, many
of whom saw the shooting 'in
the Ambassador Hotel last
June, . _ '

“T dom't: want to reveal
shead of time what T'm going
to’ say,” Mr. :Compton said,
“hut some -pf our évidencel

may_be unexpected. It mav be
so_rgeﬁ___ g - people  ate Tiot

aware of.” :
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) leg blown off by a bomb and
4 the blood spuriing from be-

“hay at the time, was ex-

) from a faucet. He went into

"t spells from the horrors of

0-}9 (Rev. 7-17-68) . -

Statement at Trial

Speclal o The New York ‘mmea
“TUS—ANGELES, Fab. 1% |
—Following are
from an unofficial transcript
of the opening statément
made o the jury today by

excerpts |

Einile: vola Berman of New
York, defense counsel for
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan: '

Now one thing I'd. like to
fasten down with you. The
evidence in this case will
disclose that the defendant,
Sirhan Sirhan, is an imma-
ture, emotionally distorbed
and mentally ill youth.

To start, then, at the. be-
ginning, Sithan was 3 years
old when war broke. out be-
tween Palestinian Arabs and
Zionists in Palestine in 1947.
It was then that shooting

took place on -the very |

street where he lived in
Jerusalem. -

On the .Saturday hefore
Easter of 1948, Sirhan and .
his mother, father, brothers
and sister crawled. out of
their home in the early dawn
with gunshots echoing all
about them to a temporary
safety in an Orthodox Chris-
tian convént in another part
of the city.

They never went back.
They lived with other up-
rooted and evicted Arabs in
a hungry, war-torn, viglent
existence, Sirhan, this young

posed to the most severe, re-
peated -scenes- of war with
such effects upon him to
leave their mark upoh his
.personality all during his life.

Sirhan saw a little gitl's

low her knee, -as though

a speli, he stiffenéd, his face
contorted, he was out of con-
tact with realxty, and lost all
sense of where he was or
what was happening to him,

.-e‘lll a Trance for 4 Days’
" These severe reaction

war occéurred again and
iagam For exaniple, a homb
exploded when he was play-
ing near the Damascus Gate,
Sirhan went into a spell,

who took hlm ‘home; where

Fsomeone called his mothev .

%a*maggned in a trance Jorp
our.days gl

§ %;@?@Eten year;__gfggm{
- hof and coldl war, the Sirhan

“family, under great hard-
hips, tried to make things
_Work out.

. Sirhan went to the Luther- §

§.n church _scheol run by
..Arab Christians, and at his
“age of 12 the family came fo
. America, to this country, and
" that was in 1957. Some seven
months later, the father left
” their home alone, and aban-

;- doned his fam:ly and re- |

tumed to Jordan, did noth-

for them fmanmally wor |

ot erwise, up to and includ-
ing the present, moment — |
-and in “fact divorced his
_mother. ‘
. While here, Sn‘han went. to
Muir High School, where he -
always felt and always re-
acted as an outsider — it
-was a fact. He just didn't
helong. He was someone who
didn’t belong. He graduated
Muir High School and was
accepted at Pasadena City

£

come a diplomat. He didn't -

Fu—.———"‘—y
Lq._Jt_ﬂas,hls_amMJ.lpn to be-

make the grade and was dis-
missed from college after 114
years, in March, 1965, because
of fallmg marks in four sub-
1ec§ d once again, an-
&—.—_ﬁ—n_a;,;s —n
He got a job’ working
nights at' a gas station and
‘with his earnings be bét on
the horsés-——hopping to make
& fortune — ang: that would

how them all that he was, a
Eotisooty, that. b beldfiger—F

Onc ain, defeat, because, ]

. like many horse players,

lost.

He then got a job as an

| Aaercise hoy at a thorough-

bred’ ranch near Corona. He
was hoping and ambitious

- to become a jockey — and
[ a great one, Well, one foggy

morning at the ranch he was
thrown by a horse right into
a rail, knocked unconscious

! and taken tc an emergency

haspital. He couldn’t do-much
rses after that. An-
“other failure.

[[E P
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W 1967, an you will hear in

i Middle. East and. war broke.
aut onthe 5th of June, 1967.
But. to repeat, on June. 2,

. aches, became:more and ‘more
irritable, brooding, quick to
 anger; and preoccupied with
‘fanatical ohsessidns of hatred

- .some concept of what kind
-of mind we and you the
Jury will be; dealing "With. —
- which the following appears:

in favor of this declaration
" (now mind you, this is back

.afe now the Président, Vice
, der’t §

- wrote:,

" the last world war.”

. spells: In- his fantasies he
- was often 4 hero and savior
of his' people: In the reali-
© tieS."of life, ay our' doctors

" was_small, heélpless, isolated,

1. emations over which he had
- abisolutely no control.

with* mystical thoughts. and
| searched for supernatural
- powers of the mind over mat-

‘Wrote a ‘Declaration’ 1
L - . ) -
He. complained about head-

suspicion and distrust. He too
to long hours. of reading'
on the power of the mind,

In fact;, on the 2d.of June,

mind that Arab-Israell hostili-
ties were occuring in the

1967, he wrote a — and T
quote now; so yau will have

“Declaration of War Against
American  Humanity,” in

“The' victitns of ths party

in- 67, not '68) will be. or

President, -e'tc‘.!uf «down the lad-

“In this declafation he also

~ “The duthor of this memo-
randa. -expresses: his wishes
very bluntly that he wants
to be recorded by history as
the, maii who triggered off

Three days ‘later the six-
day Arab-Isracli war broke
out in the Middle East. He
saw.on ‘telévision, hedrd on
radip and read in the news-
papers and the.events.of those
days. and the deféat of the
Arahg by the Israslis: '

. Bqug h; a=Bevq%

In January of 1968, gix
months hefore the death of
Selator Kennedy, he and his
brother bought'a .2%:caliber
Ivor-Johnson' revolver to e,
for sport, apd ‘Sirhan spent
time ".shooting at various
Tanges. The sholting gave }
him, as: doctors will teli youy'
2. strange. sense of. release;
but: the mystical experiments,

gave him no peace of mind——

ohly further bewilderment.
and emotional confusisne .
ame another heavy

“paign Loth in Oregon and

T o T
S%Me May and.early
June of 1968, Senatbr Ken-

riedy, who he ‘himself wiil
tell you he Hdmired ‘and
loved, said during ‘the cari-

‘Califorhia, in essence, that-if
he were President he would
send 50 Phantom jets to Is-
rael. . '
That did it, because from
that point on back to mys-
ticism went' Sirfian. He con-
centrated in.front of a mirror
in his own room. and thought
about, Senator.Kennedy until
at last he .saw his. own face |
no longer, but. that of Sénd.
‘tor Kennedy, in that mirror.
Sirhan, will tell 'you him-
self fromi the witness stand,
that he never ‘thoight and

All of this triggeréd his

will tell you, however, he

confused and bewildered by

He “becarne -cohcerned

=0L.bfs mind- and cQpcentra-

ter.. He started mystical -ex-
petiments in his: room. For
example, he would concen-
trate on'a hanging lead fish-
ing sinketr and wmake. it swing
back .and forth by the power

. tion.

*iwithout premeditation or mal-

never ‘had a thought to. kill
E{ennedy; it through his mys-
tic ‘mihd ‘power, the doctors
ill say, he could fantasize
about. it and relieve that
feeling "of emptiness within
him. )
Through a weird ¢hain of
circumstances, and. whilé in
a disturbed mental state, ifi-
loxicated and 'confused; lie
had: the same spells that he
had in Palestine, There is no
doubt, and we have told you
this from the beginning, that
he did in fact fire the shot
that killed Senator Kennedy. .
That killing wasunplantied,
undeliberate, impulsive: and |

ice,. totally. the product of. a

d obsessed mind and |
warped personality;.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

1‘\
g

AT the aclial mo
rmbw this 1:.%%%

man talking, it is mental scii |
ence talking—he ‘was out. of |
contact’” with reality, in a
france—that same kind of
trance—in which he had np |
voluntary control over- his |
will, his judgment, his feel:
ings or his actions. )
I'do not expect, nor is it ;
my desire, that you accepf
N1y statement as ‘evidence, I |
tell you these matters becausé |
'we will prove them through
great men in the field of psy-.
chiatry' and. psychology—by
tests that run the gamut of
hypnosis, interviews and
Jknown and “acceptable psy=
chological tests and testing,
proceditres. . o
You will be told in detail
by, these scientists how they
perform these: tests. and that
the tests conclusively show
that because. of mental illniess
and emational disorder; SBip-
han did not have the mantal
capacity, nor the mentsal state
that'is.the essential'element—
an essential ~ of murder;
Tnamély matyrely and means
‘ingfully premeditate, deliber='
ate or reflect upon the grav-
ity of hig act, nor form an in-
tent to kill, nor harbor mal-
ice aforethonght; as we be-

i;eyg. thege are defined by the

| 1aws 6f California. o _o ..

|
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‘ IS EVERYBODY OK?'A-I\ = Casper

Jury Told Last RFK Words| &= —

: ' Gale
By ROBERT WALTERS
Star Siaff Writer jthe pl;.___...,atam_ﬂ“{“ﬂ _}g:g;nﬁ“gﬁf Rosen
LOS ANGELES — “T lean ing evidence yesterday to.a Sullivan
down and put my hand Iat:?he \Angeles County Superior Court Tu 1
back of his head and try to do jury in an effort to conviet Sir- ave
Whatever I could to give aid,” lhan of first-degree murder. Trotter
busboy Juan Romero told the Prior {o the appearance of the Tele. Room
hushed courtroom. I said, five witnesses — the first of an
‘Come on, Mr. Kennedy, you van estimated 60 to 80 persons pre- Holmes
make it.*" pared to testify agamst’ Sirhan Gandy
“Mr. Kennedy” — the late — one of the defendant’s three
Sen.  Robert F, Kennady — attorneys, Emile Zola Bérman,
didn’t make it. He died 25 hours presented an opening arg}lmtent
later in Good Samaritan Hospi. in which he pictured his client as
tal here of gunshot wounds in. a young man suffering gcolm
i;hcted while shaking hands with spells; trances and mystic delu-
omero and other kitehen em- smgu%‘ i SidEn we -
ployes in a serving pantry at the peuman_said Sf ar .WOUId; e
Ambassador Hotel in downtown {“tell you himself rom’ﬁﬁﬁh, T
Los Angeles, ness sband that he never thought - — L )""
And R . he ever would kill Kennedy*” | Ny 1o )
'Santa Barbare’ o Busboy In fhe first publié disclosure thag N~
hera yesterday' to confront the [the: defend}a;\ent \Emlg efeesns g p::_l
man charged with Kennedy’s al. Isz:miasll;r when the D
leged assassination and recount, semts ifs case. —
In broken English, what ac. | Berman also told the jury that
curred as he knelt at Kennedy’s ‘‘greal men in the fields ,(;'lf psy-
side in a futile effort to ai fhe chiatry and psychology” also
fallen senator, would testify in Sirhan’s lzehalf
Wwas the photograph of and present the results of “fests
Romero - his. hand cupped be- that Tun the gamut of hypnosis,
hind Kennedy's head, his eyes interviews and accepted psycho-
staring. vacantly and helplessly logical tests .and testing proce- _ -
upward — that was perhaps the dures.” The Washington Post
most vivid and best remem.  In, both cases, the witnesses Times Herald

bered of ail the news pictures

. will “attempt: to prove that *“at
taken during the tumultiions mo. el

the ‘actuiil mornent of the shoot-
ments follawing ¢ OLin, ing, he (Sirhan) was out of con-
Ju€s _ tact with reality, in a trance i
. ngl%i_i%g scrambled tacuh- which he had no voluntary con-
due “and “diSarm the acoused trol over his will, his judgment,
mman, Sithan Bishara Sirhan, his feelings or his actions,” Ber-

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star {Waskington) _Q;"
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York!}

%;Jmero stooped to aid Kennedy, man said. New York Post
e serator’s only words before PR ‘ The New York Times
;lﬁ@%%%%:ﬁc@, tﬁ@ War'tirssirciled The Sun (Baltimo;ne)
recalled yesterddy, wereT— 1y “Sirhan is an immature, emo- . -
everymty R " == > {tionally disturbed and mentally The Daily World

‘Romero recalled that Kennedy
had only one eye open and ‘““his

while sprawled on the serving
pantry floor. And the bushoy re-
membered that when he re-
moved his hand from the sena-
tor's head, “there was blood
dripping on my fingers.”

The bushoy told of one other
gesture he made prior to the
arrival of an ambulance — 3
priest, or I don’t know who gave
me a. rosary, and I put it in his
hang.” )

Romero, employéd by the Ami-
bassador at the time of the slay-
g

left leg was Kind of shaling”

1to leave their mark upon his

ng, among five wi
lealléd fo testify hg’tﬁﬁfﬁ

ill youth,” said the defense law-
yer? tra’cing the roaots of that
psychological trouble back ta
when Sirhan was 3 years old and
war broke out between the qu«
estinian Arabs and Zionists in
Palestine in 1947. o
Sirhan was theln living with his
farnily in Jerusalem.
~sme—Tight, the ‘Eulldmg_ he
lived<ia=beoame a meskissgm
nest. On another night, his very
home was bombed,” Berman
said. “He was exposed to the

most severe, repeated scenes of t

i war, with such effects upon him

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner {Washington)
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\Sirhan Defense Contends
| He Killed While in Trance

trance” .

Emile

Jgrdanian jmmigrantsessae-tim-
mature, emotionally disturbed
and mentally ill youth.” .

Mr. Berman, thin, baldish, 66
years old, stood at a lectern
before the jury, peering through
reading glasses at a prepared
'text as he recounted in a slight-
ly. rasping voice Sirhan's éarly
lyears as a Palestinian Arab.
Setbacks Depicted

The slight, dark-haired de-
fendant, Mr. Berman said, not
only was uprooted by the Pal-
estinian war but, also was emo-
‘tionally scarred by the violence
that erupted around him when
he was only 3 years old.

“For example,” Mf. Berman
told the crowded eighth-floor

ourtroom in the Hall of Jus-
ice, “Sirhan saw a little girl's
eg blown off by a bomb and

e blood snurting frem.dalesy

er kriee, as though from_a
tau “He went into a spgl,
he stiffened, his face contort-
ed, he was out of contact with
reality, and lost all sense of
where he was or what was

happening to him.”

From this point -6n, as Mr.
Berman described- it, Sirhan’s
life was a series of’ setbacks,
rejections, large dreams and re-
peated failures.

As the attorney -dwelt upon
Sl;han!s “fanatical obsessions of
hatred, suspicion and distrust”
and his constant defeats in life,
the defendant, his dark ayes
bright and glistening, rose half;
out of his chair at the defense
table. Leaning toward Russell
E. Parsons, ancther attorney,
and Michael. McCowan, chief

By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND /
Speclal to The New York Times

: LOS ‘ANGEL'ES, Feb. 14—Attorneys for Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan said today that when he kiiled Senator Robert F.
Kennedy, a man he “admired and loved,” Sirhan was out

%

of contact with reality, in ar—

-| In his .opening staiement,
4 Bermang-MNeuwzXork
Hawyer, pictured the 2¢-year-old

defense  investigator, Sirhan
chopped the air with his hands

sheelehis=head agitat'
whispered frantically.

Tat McC ﬁ?
Later, Mr. cCowan -zai
,S%Wﬂrﬂﬁad not read the state-}
ment before it was delivered}
by Mr. Berman. ]
. “Of course, he doesn't believe
it,” Mr. McCowan said, “dnd|
when you're saying unkind
things about him he doesn’t like
it.”

When Sirhan started to rise
out of his chair, the investi-}
gator placed a firm arm around}
the sheriff’s department stood

on the defendant’s back.
Mr. McCowan said later Mr:
Conroy-had urged: |
“Mike, talk to him.” ‘
“I told him [Sirhan}to calm]
his shoulders and spoke te him

rapidly. )
Inspector William- Conroy of
'down,” Mr. McCowan said,

F'We had to put these things
lin. He just kept saying, ‘No,

no [R1]

Resumes Smiles

As Mr: Berman continued, Sir-
han became visibly quieter and
resumed. smiling and chatting
with others at the table:

“Ie was calmed down at the
end,” Mr. McCowan said. “and
thanked Mr. Berman at the end
for his speech.”

During the onening statem=nt.
@ivhan’s mother, Mrs. Marty]
githan, and a brother, Munit.
121, sat. outwardly impassive in
ithe front row of the heavily
guarded, 75-seat courtroom.
§" Wr. Berman said that after|

a fall from a horse Sirhan
“complained about headaches, |
became moré and more jr-
ritable, brooding, quick to an-
ger and preoccupied with fa-
natical obsessions of Thatred,

behind Sirhan, placing his hand |

a-hero and savior of I75° N
the attorney added, “In. the: re-
alitiecs, of life; ‘as our doctors
mwill tell you, however, he was!
small, helpless, iselated; con-
fused and bewildered by emo-
tions over which he had ab3o-
lutely no control.”. - -

. Mr. Berman said Sirhan-then
became “concarned with mysti-
cal thoughts and searched for
superhatural powers of the
mind over matter,” indulging
in mystical experiments akin,
at least, to self-hypnosis.
.sAnother Heavy Shock’

Then came another heavy
stiock,” the attorney said as
the 12 alternates and six jurors
listened intently, some leaning

suspjcion and distrust.”
“He took to long hours of
reading works on the power of

{the mind,” Mr, Berman_said;
lang _hegany writinff%‘ﬁ"ne 2
1967, just three days before
the ™ SX-0ay Arab-lerasli—war
prokesewszsath things ast
“The author of this memod-
randa expresses. his wishes very
bluntly that he wants to be
recorded by history as the man
who triggered off the last world

orse players,: he lost.”

forward to hear over the street
noises that penetrated the steel
|sheets blocking the courtroom
windows. T
Mr. Berman went on:
“In late May and early June'
of 1968, Senator Kennedy, who
he himself will tell you he ad-
inired and loved, said during
the campaign both in Oregon
land: California, in.essence, that!
if he were President he would
‘send 50 Phantom jets to Israel
“That did it, because from
lthat. point on, back fo mystl
Jeism went Sirhan, He concen
trated in front of a mirfor im
his own rooni and thought and|
thought about Senator Kennedy,|
]

ungilaphtnag
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& Killedin Trance, Jury Told -

I
Y

By THEO WILSON

- Staff Correspondent of ThHE NEws
+ Los Angeles, Feb, 14—Sirhan Sirhan was a sick “mystic” living in 3 strange

-

world of fantasy and obsessmn, and when_he killed Robert F. Kennedy, a m

mired and loved,” he was “out_of contact with reality, in a trance...”

Defense attorney Emile Zola
Berman, describing the young
Jordanian in this way to his
murder trial jurors today, told
them:

“According to me*“ods h2 read

in 2 book he acquired, he comn-

centrated in front of a mirror in
his own —~gom and thought about
Sen. Kennedy until at last he saw
his own facé no longer, but that
of Sen! Kennédy himself in the
mirror.”

War Experiences Cited

The 24-yvear-~ld defendant, ac-
cording to the New York 1awyer
had then. and =" has, a mind
.torn apart by childhood experi-
ences. in the Arab-Teraeli war and
by wouthful bewilderment and
frustrations =ag_gp. immigrant
Tere.

“At the actnal moment of
shooting,” Berman said, “he was
out of colitact with reahty in a
trance in which he had ne- volun-
tary control over his wﬂl his
judgment, his feelings .or his
actions.”

Goal of Defense

To save Sirhan from the gas
chamber, the defense must show
that he was mentally incapable
of first degree murder, and Ber-
man described the defendant as
“immature, emotionally disturbed,
mentally L7

Sirhan shook his head in the
negative when Berman said this
and got so excited that. co-counsel
Russell Parsons and chief inves-

tigator Mike McCowan had to

pull him down znd tell him to be
still.

Later Parsoris said: “He re-
gents anyone calling him mentally
ill. He even resents me saying
jt.” Parsons is the lawyer Sirhan
feels closest to, since he handled
his case from the outset.

Berman told the jurors many
times. that doctors would prove
that Sithan was mentally dis-
turbed.

‘He said that it was a “heavy
shock™ to Sirhan when in late
May and early June of 1968,
Kennédy, “whem he admited and
loved, said during the. campaign
. .. that if he were Pr

,—-rmr—ﬂ
wou%g 50 phantom jét§ to
Israe That, did 11! back to mysti-

Bishop
Casper
Callahan
v Conrad
Felt

Tavel
Trotter
Tele, Room
& “a4. Helmes
Gandy

"\FEdddBSB

* Here Berman described ‘the
mirfPresseniments and added:

,  “Birhan will tell you himself
from this witness stand that he
never thoiight he ever would kil
| Kennedy, but. through his mystic
mind power he eould fantasize
about it and relieve that feelmg
of emptinesy ingide him.”

Berman made an opening

statement_flesigned to challenge
the gtate’s confention that Sir-
han "plotfed = Kenhed¥s~ murder
last June 6 at the Ambassador
| Hotel Here and killed him. in eold
Jlood.

Berman, who is Jewish, had
described: the “spells” earlier
while telling the 12 jurors -and
six alternates about the violence
and horror Sirhan waz éxposed
to as a child “when war broke
out between fthe Palestinian
Arabs and Zionists in Palestine
in 1947.”

Berman  described  Sirhan’s
schooling and jobs here and told
how he fell from a horse while
trying to become a jockey. After
that he “complained about head-
aches, becamea more and more ir-
ritable, brooding, guick to anger,
.preoccupied with fanatical ohses-
‘sions of hatred, suspicion and
distrust. He took to long hours
of reading works on the power of
the mind,” he gaid.

Then the lawyer said. that,
.shortly before the June 1967 war
between the Arabs and- Israel,
‘Sirhan wrote a “decleration of
war against American humanity.”

+ Threat Spelled Out

In that declaration, Sirhan
wroter

“The victims of the. partv in
favor of the declaration will be
or are now the President, vice.
president,. ete. down fhe laddst:

“The author 6f this memeoranda,
expreésses hiz wishes very bluntly
that he wants to be recorded by
history as the man who. triggered
offptletant war)

Berman said he _'g'ﬁr-hﬁ’ from

i o ieping
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Tells of

1 This change brought’ Kennedy
directly into the path of his ad-|
miited agsassin shortly after mid-
night:-June 5, 1968.-

‘State- w1tness Carl Uécker, an'
agsistant maitre &' at the hotel,
told Sirhan’s Jurors——who “were
taking nofes and. watching him
intently #s he. pomted ‘out the

mock-up—that he escorted-.Ken-
immediately after the; presidential

a .cheering erowd,

Speaking with a German accent,
bis  voice sometimes. .thickened
w1th emotion; Uecker gaid:r ..,

“I=basle the senator behindithe

stage through the doors We were

hotel murder scene on a large
medy from the Embassy Ballroom

candidate made. hig talk there to

atal Change in Plang

[~ Los Angeles, Feb, 14 (Special) —The man who was closést to Robert FL Kenn
when-he ‘was shot, and ‘who, was the first to grab Sirhan Sirhan’s gun hand, testified
today it ‘was only at the last minute that the senator’s plans were changed about what
room’ in the Ambassador Hotel he was going to after making his victory speech,

going to make a left turn to the
Ambassador Ballroom

other vxctoryc‘"—’—‘ko a1 oveI-

flow ‘erowd) when. somebody.— T
I:ND .

we're going to the Colonial Room.

don’t. remember who-sid:

The' decision was made in the last
minutes . . .

Uecker said this answering
questivris from assistant prose-
eutor John Howard,

Defense attorney Grant. Coop-
ér, who is trying to prove that
Silhans killing of Kennedy was
qot “premeditated” or Sovillful,”

L made ymushy:ofathis point during|
cross-examination,

(Where:

‘Kennedy was! going' to made an-| said, his voice thick.

A gummuhm hand.. L. grabbed.

Just before he was. shof, Ken-
nedy “was very happy,” Uecker‘
“T had =
hold " of. his vight arm, He broke
away from me fo shake hands.
when he shaked hands 1 looked
over and saw something -coming
eloser and closer. I said: ‘Let’s go,
senator.’

YL turned to my right. Some-
thing rushéd heéxt to. me, in front
of me, piishing me against the
steam iable. I heard shots, some-
thing like a firecracker, then more,
shots, & turned my head, I lost
the-zenator, there was a man with

for,
the gun ied 8 gL oo o1 ba J
- Fica v as0l

rop  CLIPPINg .
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Defended
As “Sield’
RFK Slaying
Called Product
Of Obsession .'._

By George Tardner Jr. * |
Washlngton Post Staft Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 14
—Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s
lawyers opened the defense
today by calling him a “sick
jand obsessed” mystic who
killed Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy in' a hypnotic trance.-
| The young Palestinian Arab
1had to be physically restrained
1as defense coungel Emile Zola
Berman 'went: before, aSuperior,
| Court jury here. to- pass -off, his
client. 4s one of life's losers, g
failure “preoccupied with fan-

| tastical obsessions of hatred
| suspicion and distrust.”

™

N ~

"

| ant, Jumped to the edge of the:
i1 seat, plainly upset. He shook
his' head back and forth, and
{ murmured “no, no.” His eyes
seemed’to he ghstemng

Asks for Help

IHSpector William ‘Conroy,
the sheriff’s deputy in charge
of Securily, put ahand oii the

)

[ teved to chief defense invésti-
! \gator Michael McCowan for
v {elp.

(i “I had to physmaliy put him
jdown,” MeCowan said later.

meént,

“We said he was emotionally
ill, and quick td anger. "That'y
what -he is. But he doesn't. be-
leve it He deesn't think

hRim.”

"The frail, 24-year-old defend-

defendant’s. 'back and mut-

“He'd never read the state-.

.- Sirhan

&Q;gnything wrong, with

0p GL!PPH‘&G
NaTr oL f) - 077

FEA YT
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5 s;ﬁyc FILE AND IHITIALED
B2319ea

‘_'Tglle §tate has accuged, jhe
young iminigrant of cal

cold-blogded murder, deserv-
1ing of the: gas chamber. The'
|defense contends that he was
| not only in a “confuséd” trance-
lhke stupor but that he was
lalso “intoxicated”—assertedly
! from three drinks belted down
during the political p,arty‘i-n‘g
jthat spread through, the. Am-
‘bassador Hotel :shortly before
‘the “agsassination last June 5.

Only a vague, one-word al-
lusion fo liguor was made in
‘the -courtroom today, howéver.
(In his dramatic but brief
opening statement, ‘Berman
concentrated instead on-what
he called Sirhan’s emotional
and méntal. illness, -

“There. is' ng, doubt,” he said,
‘that Sirhan “did 'In fact fire
the shot that kllled Sen Ken-
‘nedy.”

Called Unplanned — L

{ But;, the .balding lawyer
said, “That Killing was un-
planned and undelibetate, im-
pulsive and.without premedl-
tation or ‘malice—totally the
product of a-sick and obsessed
mind and warped personaiity.

y “At the actual moraent of
3 the shooting,” Berman went
1on, “he was out of contact
| with reality, in a trance.. . .in
which -he had no veluntary
I.control over his will, his iudg-
'1ment, his feelings and his ‘de-
; tmns . : N
 Later, in thefr guestioning
of prosecu’cmn witnesses, the
idefense sought to hint. that ‘a
bank of mirrors near the en-

Room may:have leen instru-
mental in putting him under a
spell.

SAI_JJQMerman sald, even

periments in his room,” con:
centrating. on a hangmg lead
sinker dnd making' it swing
‘back an forth “hy the power of’
h1s mind,” or looking at a can-
: dle flame and ‘making it
dance “first to- the right and
| then to the left.”

ghandoned such
practices for awhile, the attor-
ey -declared, but after Sen.
ehnedy advocated sending
some 50 Phantoni jets to Is-
‘r.'ael ‘Birhan went “back to
mystimsm >
b ;At times, the jury was told,
" hE would: stare*mto ‘the mirror.
oin his room and think about
the Senator “until at last; he
sé\w his, own face né longer

trance to the hotel’s Embassy .

used to conduct “mysfr‘c_'m=%i——“

T B

} ‘gg;té% of :Senator Kennedy
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"“Now this isn't Berman
W’fhe lawyer, %@ﬁrﬁf
eating. “Men of science” he

“sgid, would attest to it. Sir
lgan he insisted, actually ad-
mired and 1ow.~d” the New
’}i’.ork Senator.
* The sickness, the 63-year-old
_Jdéwish attorney said, began
. when war broke out between
34festinian Arabs and Zionists
1§‘Pa1est1ne in 1947.
4 sirhan was ‘only three yeais
ofld then, but the street he

lived on, the attorney said,
was rocked by gunfire. In fact,
& he said, it “became the d1v1d
ihg line between the Jews oh
. the one side and the Arabs on
‘ the other” . - -,
u*Ono mght Berman told the
* Jurors many of them busily
erlbbling notes, the building
he lived in became = machine
gun nest. On another night,
His home was bombed. The
. Horrors of war-sank in deeply.
: It was then, Berman said, that
he first went into a spell.
kAs a child, he said, Sirhan
saw a little girl’s leg blown off
hy 4 bomb, “the blood gpurt-
ing from below her knee, as
though from a faucet. He went
into a spell, he stiffened, his
face contorted, he was out of
contact with realily, and lost
all sense of where he was or
what was happetiing to ‘him.”
On. ancther occasion, a
bomb exploded while Sirhan
was playing near the Damas-
cus Gate. He “remained in a
trance for four ddys,” Berman
said. It happened ‘still again,
he told the jury, when a bomb
exploded ‘ouiside ‘the window
of the Sirhan flat and tére a
man apafrt. =
On coming to Amemca, Sir-
han was’a repeated failure—

an outsidler ‘at high . schooI

WD JUEL didn't fit in" & eoL

—Jlege reject. who was dlsmlssed
in his sophomore year because
of failing marks in four sub-
jects. He got a job at a gas-

with his earnings. “And once
again,” . Berman said, “de-
feat.”

From there, he tried to be-

thrown ffom a horse. and that
engded that. “Another failure.”
It was here that Sirhan
stirred, in his seat. and began
protesting. Bui Berman went;
on. Sirhan, he said, became
more 1rr1tab1e brooding: and
preoccupledd He took to read-

stafion and played the horses|

‘come a jockey; bit he was|

ing hooks on mysticism .and
making jottings in gotéﬁ@

b torney Tead  one
entry, dated Junme 2;

was styled a “Declaratlon of
war against Apleritan himan-
ity.”

In it, the unpredictable Jor-
'danian immigratn wroté that
“thé vietims of ‘the'--'party in
'favor of this declaration will
‘he or are now the President,
‘the Vice'President, ete., down
the ladder.” :

“The author of this memo:|
‘randa;” Sirhan also wrote, “ex-
pressess his wishes very
Blintly that he warits to be re-

Lw‘_b_gthlg'gered -off the lasfj

corded by history as the dnan,

tworld war.,”
' By that, Berman said, “I
gather he meant the last war
ever to be.”

Three days later, the s1x-day
Arab-Israeli war broke out.
lSirh.':in . &aw and heard re-
lpeategl, accounts of the light-
ning Israeli vietory. _

“All this," ‘Berman gaid,
'“tr1ggered his spells, In his
{fantasles he 'was often a
hero and savior of his peo-
ple. In the realities of lift,

tell you, he was small, help-
‘less, isolatéd, confused and
bewildered by emoions over
which he had - absolutely no
eontrol,” :,

It was then that “the mysti-

‘before the assassination Sir-
hah -and ‘his Brother bought &
22.06aliher reévolver. :
' Sirhan tried it out .at var-
ious gun rangeswaround Log
Angeles +“The shooting;” Ber-
‘man ‘'sald, “gave him a‘strange
sense. of release," nuch mote
than mysticism had done.
Sen. 'Kennedy's advocacy of
jets for JIsrael, however; came

as a “heavy -shock.” ‘Sirhan,!

Berman said, would act out his

rL_ng_er bg stafing in-t'o.the‘mir-

‘however, as' our doctor. will]

cal experiments” were said to I
‘have started. Then six monhts |

Tor, and fantasuze about kill-
ing he New York Senator.

: But the defe‘ndaof:, the attor-
ney  declared, never really
thought he would astually do
it. The slaying, Berman as.
serted, came about “through a
weird chain of circumstahees”
while: Sirhan was “in a dis-
turhed mental state ., . that
same kind of trance” that the
had as a boy in Palestine.

“We sk youtolisten to the
evidence, to adépt what soi-
ence has to offer, t6 corisult
YOUr ¢donseienge,” Berman eon-

L ~

[ By then, the mercur{;%gns_____ma‘ >
BT Ehangéd moods com.

pletély; smiling broadly as. his
lawyer stépped away from the
lectein. Later, ‘Berifian . told’
& repofter, S1rhan was oalhng
the speech “just great™®

The. prosecution hegan ¢all:
ing its witnesses as, Soon as
Berman was done. The firsf o]
zive substantive LEstimony
was Karl Uecker, 36, husky,
red-haired assmtant maltre d’
lat the Ambassador Hotel, He'
had been guiding Semn. Ken
nedy fhrough a pantryway in
iback of the hotel’s Embassy
‘Room when ‘Sirhan shet the
Senator down.

The 190-pound Uecker §g;g1
'he“’”ﬁﬁiﬁed thé assailant,
clamped him in a headlock

with. hig right. arm, and bent
him over a steam table, and
with his. free arm, grabbed
Sirhan's gun hand by thel
wrist but Sirkan “kept on
shooting . . . kept on shoot-
1Ilg »

Chief defense counsel Grant
B. Cooper emphasized the.
struggle during cross-exami:
nation, in an attémpt to sug
gest that the 112:pound Slrhan
had a fanatical, alimost inex-|
plicable grip on the. revolyer:

“He had a very strong. grip;”
Uecker acknowledged, *T|
couldn’t get the gun.”

Vincent: Dipierro, a college
student and parttime waiter
at the. Ambasgsador, said he
was standing aboiit five feat
from the Sénator when the:
first Bullet, and apparently theI
fatal one, struck Eennedy be- )
‘hind the ear.

“Hig head reared back,”
Dipierro testified. Suddenly
he said; “T had blood on my
glasses . blood all aver myf
face.”

Before that, he asserted, he
noticed Slrha,n Wwith “well, you
eonld call it a smirk or a sith-
smile on his face . .. a semi-
smile:” '

Tt was Dipierro who fold 8
Los Angeles County. grand,

clg;ggg, *In short, let tryo juc.!
tice be done.” N

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

jury last June that he saw a,
CFu-l in a polka dot dress with
“a very geod looking figure”
appoarently ¢ b a t+4 n g with
Sirhan  moeinents before the
shootlng but theére were no
.polka dots today. Investigators?
'say Dipierro "hag  admitted

making that up to embeéllish
his 'story. oty
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W@ﬂ Jury—
Has Night Dizk

By THEQ WILSON
Staff Correspondent of THE NEWS

Sirhan's jurors went fo see “The
0dd. Couple” at a Hollywood:
 studio last night, then spent a
relaxing rainy Saturday today.
Judge Herbert V. Walker algo
is expected to come to the
Bropkmore Hotel during the
weekend to- meet ‘the fainiliey. and

‘making.
Balhﬁ' Willard Polhemus gaid:

‘their hair’ done, and some of the
men; are having haiicuts: They
are :going any. place.they wish,
accompanied by 'a deputy.” )

Polhénius explained that as
long as the jurors were not in
ideliberation, they could be sep-
[aratEd with a guard ‘provided to

to them, =

rlanned today. Tomorrow, if the
weather Improveg, the 12 jurors
and six' alternates, with husbands

sheriff’s bus on: a drive to the
Santa Monica area, back through
Westwood and Beverly Hills, with
a .stop at. some restiurant for
dinner.

men and four women on the reg-
ulaf jury and the three men and
‘three women who are alternates

i

Cross-Examination Monday
- Sirhan’s trial in the murder of
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy will re-

amingtion by the defense of Vince,

]sume Monday with the eross.ex—
DiPierro, Yesterday the Santa

‘Moniea City College student de-
seribed the shodting.

DiPierro is also a ‘part-time
waitér at the Hotel Ambassador,
seene of the assassination June.5,

1%&%(&1‘ Angels D1P1erro
i3 the: Hotel’s metre Fm ’

At Eﬁm M@wes

Tos -Angéles, Feb. 15—B5irhan,

personially give them the court’s’
thanks for the sacrlflce they are

“Some of the ladies are having.

make sure nobedy tried to ta]k

He said nothing specw.l was

The bailiff said that the eight

I'speni; about three hours last night
at the private film showing: He!
said that they enjoyed the pieture.,

and wives, will be taken in a .

b
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| Sirhaﬁ D;fense Pulls ()u{f

Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale

" Rosen
Sullivan

L—.:.,—-aéorge Lardrrersr"’
washington Post'Stalt Writer
1.0S ANGELES, Feb. 15—It
promises to be a bizarre trial.
Oniy the hashish seems to be
 missing.

Except for that, Sirhan Bis-
hara Sirhan’s lawyers appear
to have claimed all. the ingre-
dients that can be used under
1California’s theory of “dimin-
ished responsibility’-to coun-
ter a f1rstde gree mutder
charge.

Defense aceunsel “Emile Zola:
Bermany 4 “thin, ¢anny New
York atiorney, ticked them.off)
in the cotirtroom: yesterday in
a dramatie, brutally’ explicit
opening gtatement: obéession,
angér, fear, even liquor.
¢ Sirhan, Berman suggested,

er . the’ influence of
:'%em all;when He aéms"‘"ﬁ’?ﬁe’d
fen._Robert ¥, Kennedy in the
Ambassador Hotel here Ias’E
‘Jurie, Only drugs, which. can|
also be claimed to disprave
murder in cold blood, werej
. |left out..
1 In a sensg, the defense is}
saying, the killing was done
with mifrors. The flyweight
Arab immigrant, his lawyers
say, used to stare into.the mir-
ror in his bedroom, actlng out
‘his anger at: Kennedy, for sup-
porting. Israel, until he. could
actually seethe Senator’s face
instead of his own. vt

-“Sirhan will. tell vou.: ‘himself
from the thness stand t'hat ‘he
‘never thought, and neyer had

%Mdi}%t “to (actually) kill
enne medy,” the Jurof-——'-“-‘**‘
told, “but. throught his. mystm[
minﬁ ‘power, the dodtoTs Will
say, he could fantasize about|
it and relieve that-feeling of
emptmess within him.” ;
In the background were thej _

horrors of the 1947 Arab-Isra-|
oli war that were said to have|
sent the little Palestinian into |
a trance-evén as a bay; an ado-|

lesce :
preaﬁplof‘ﬁﬁ‘@ﬁmg
and. trances-—some se].f-lm-E
gie asssrtedly mvol‘,

untary.

) assassma on. Fueled by a few

drifiks, the defense contends,
Sirhan found himself wander-
ing near the Embassy Room of |
the Am:bassador, =where. Ken-

-
medv_ was to give a v:ctorgf
ispeech celebrating his success
i California’s Democratic
‘presidential primary.

There, says his lawyers: the
{twisted young-man with a gun
ifound mirrors all over- And
‘there, they assert, not long: aft-
1erwards, he killed Keénnedy
“in a trance—that same kind
of trance” that he had as a
child in war-torn Palestine,

It is a fasemating theory
ibut one that the State of Call-
forniz, :not surprlsmgly, re-
fuses to buy:

“Four days before 'the shoot-
ing, Sirhan walked into a San!
Gabriel gun shop. and. bought

the - ammunition. tha}-t,__w;MJ
jmrenﬁ?"used to kill the New.

Y enator 'I‘hree days. be-l1
fore, the prosecu%iﬁﬁ“—ﬂi)s,

-closed, several ‘witnesses saw|
Sirhan hanging around the
 Ambassador at a day-long Sun
day reception for -Kennedy,
and then later in the thotel
kitchen hext fo ihe. pantry
where the Senator was eventu
ally shot.

Then, too,"there were: the
long hours Sirhan - spent at. a
'suburban gun. range, practic-
ing rapid- fire shooting the afi:
ernocon: before the gssassina-
tion. And there was“ius pres-
ence in the hotel mtnr 193]
caliber revolver in his frou-|
sers, hours before the slaying.
It was domne; the State con-
tends._not -with mir
with “malice of forethought ”

Th secution,. Thowever;
did-not stress its demands for
the’ gas ‘chamber in the past
week. District Attornéy Evelle
J. Younger and bis aides ap-
peéared ready &t several points
to be willing to .sétilée for a
life-inpriscnment  agreement

with ‘the defense that wounld
have mieciuded’ a full-geale

fendant and h1s lawyers
cided against it, With Superlor
Court Judge . Herbert
Walker unwilling, to consent
to a guiliy pled that woukd
have made alifé term automa
tic, they would lave had 4o
take, the, question, of penalty
t~to the JU.TOI'S‘

The ‘prosecution was.d par]
;enﬂy WLIhng not t(;u}z%l
death penalty, but the Jury
could’ still returti: such a ver-
dict) Sirhan’s lawyers huddled.
with &im" Wednesday in his
windowless, T-shaped cell five;
floors above the Hall of Jus-

rial.., = -
2025 RELEASE UNDE_/R E.O. 14176

tice eourtroom,, where he is
being ;tried, and mulled over

ects., . _“_.g?g__l_&—___—ﬁJ

Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room

| —Among other things, ihs at
ointed out, ife‘ﬁ'ﬁl—
}guﬂty pléa open to. them
would ‘provide no absoluté
guarantee -against, the death
penalty.. .
“The ~hell w1th it,” than
Has said fo have demded aft
,]enzth. The trial hezan..ﬂm

next day.

7 Kapsal
/ . .
The Washington Post
Times Herald
The Washington Daily News I
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Posat
The New York Times
The Sun {Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
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The National Observer

People's World

Examiner (Washington)
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Partof a page dated May 18, 1968 in ene of Sirhan’s notebooks intro uce ?E nal Entu-e pleture, Page Al

Sirhan:‘RFK MustBe Kitled...

By George Lardner Jr.

Washington Post Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES Feb. 24—Sirhan Bishara Sirhan’s wild,
disjointed wr:tmgs—full of venom for the United States and
its political leaders—were made public today amid a rash

of bitter outbursts from the young Arab,

Sirhan was so distraught over the introduction of the

notebooks that he said he would rather plead guilty to the

urder of Sen, Robert F. Kennedy and die in the gas cham-
ber thanhave the public think he was getting, a fair trial..

“He’s blawn his top,” chief defense counsel Grant B.
Cooper {old reporters later. “He doesn’t know what the hell
the’s doing.”

The rambling notes introduced by the prosecution spilled
over with hatred. _

The young Palestinian repeatedly jotted down the in-
Junctwn o himself, “RFK must die—RFK must be killed

RoJ-’ rt F. Kennedv must be assassinated, assassinated,

lated, assassinated . . . Robert R. Kennedy must be
assdSsinated before 5 June 68 ” An eptry dated May 18

showe T

‘speech in Los Angeles around the time that Sirhan shot

41‘*«

Assoclated Press

%6, FEB 27 1369

In another “dissertation” that was kept. from the jury as
being too mflammatory, Sn'han 24, proclaimed his support
of “the Communist cause and 1ts people—-whether Russian,
Chinese, Albanian, Bulgarian or whatever.”

Sirhan, the notes also disclosed, had then United Nations
Ambassador Arthur Goldberg marked for assassination, at
least in his mind’s eye: On one page of his notebooks that
began almost unintelligibly with scrawlings about a “saffire
stone,” Sirhan wrote:

"Ambassador Goldherg must die die die die.” Of Gold-
berg, the notation added, “mee(t) at the aitport.”

Goldberg, it was ‘understood, was scheduled to make a

Kennedy in the Ambassador Hotel last June 5. The UN.
Ambassador, however, did not keep the engagernent.
Sirhan seethed over the disclosures all day, starting with
a prolonged and agonizing conference this morning in
Judge Herbert V. Walker’s private chambers., I§ was there
that he blurted out that he wanted to.plead ullty The
Judge told him to listen to his lawyers. N

See SIRHAN, A4, CoL1 -~ % L

)
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1 Assooiated Preds
L Pa)ée from Sirhan nutebook \in which he wrote over and ower “Robert F. Kennedy must be assassinated,” -J
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_ 1> SIRHAN, From -1

2.2 The moody defendant.
-sQuieted down, but not 1}:3:
2.4ong. Moving into the court. ,
room, Sirhap - -eould ‘barely |
..gontain himself as the pros.
ecustmn Jpressed for intfro.
5 liction of - eight. . -pages. of
; hxs wmtmgs all seized. from
Is. bedroom in- Pasedena

o While Kenned
bfast June 5, v ;ls{y dymg

i

Defense ‘ unsel. Cooper

'conceded -that most of “the
notgtions ‘were “relevant’ to.

the.” ’case, but he ‘protested

Iestzfljly_ against two pages that
he icalled both “immaterial”

:;n?d" “prejudicial.”
- Chief .Deputy District At
torneyr Lynn D. Compton

leountered by saying that the

handwritten . “dissertation,”
Jotted down, on two. sides of
a'sitigle sheet of paper, wag
full of insights into Su-hans
state - of mind. .

With ‘the jury out of the
courtroom for the argument,
Compton steamed into a sum-

|ture of the
{outweighs dlheir probative

mary of the contested pages
when Sirhan half-lunged out
of ‘his seat. .

“Wait a minute,” he shout-

ed, “it hasn't been admitied'
into evidence yet.”

Michael A, McCowan grabbed
him by both shoulders and
held him in his chair.

On. these two pages, supe-
rior Court Judge Herbert V.
Walker agreed with the de-

1fense.

“The court,” he announced,
“feels the §nflammatory na-

Chief Defense Investigator |

e

w

|jected Cpoper’s plea for a
special colirt order to keep the

|what the defendant thought

|world unite, you have nothing |
|a world to win”

{nickname, #Svi=and polished
fit off with a few words In

e e —r—— .
alker, however, r¢-)

pages frpm the press. The
ifjudge said he.felt the jury
wag safely sequestered and
i|Compton insisted that it was
“in the interests of the pub-
lic and the nation to know

about this country.™ -

. In this document, Sirhan
said he not only supponted
“the Communist cause” but
alsp that:

“I advocate the overthrow
of the current President of the
(obscenity) United: States of

iAmerica. T have mo absolute

plans: yet—but .soon will com- .

‘pose some.”

“T am mpoory” Su‘han “went

on in the undated writing that

he styled “equality bhefore and .
(after the law.” -Yet, he said

“thig country s:  propaganda

Says that she is the best, coun-

{try in the world—I: have not
‘|experienced this yet CE
“The U S says: that Ilfe in .

Russia - .is_- bad-why= Sup-
posedly' no average Amencan
has ever lived in a Slavic

{society s0 how can he tell if

it is good or bad—isn't his
gov't putting words in his
mouth

“Anyway,” the introverted
young immigrant wmt'e on, “1
believe that the 118, is ready?
to start decling at a faster
rate so that the réal Utopin
will not be to far from heing
redlized during the .early 70’s
in. this eountry.”

The so-called dissertation
concluded by proclaiming, re-

peatedly, “workers of the
to loose but your chains andi

+ Sirhan signed it with his

e documents far

lvalue,”

|Arabie,
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Sirhan Explodes in Court, Says He Prefers \?ea*tls

LOR ANGELES, Feb. 26 [P — Sirhan B. Sir-
han [ willing fo plead guilty to the furder of
en. IRobert F. Kennedy and die in the gas cham-
ber rhther than proceed with his present trial.
The Arab exploded in anger in the courtroom
yesterday at presentation of notes in which he
wrofe that Sen. Kennedy “must die like his broth-
er.”
Defense attorneys and his mother tried fo calin
him and counsel Graat B. Coopersaid:
“He is ltke a man in & hospital who'tells his
doctors he wants to leave when they know he
cannot possibly do so.”
Sirhan stood' itp and shouted and had to be
_shoved fo- his seai {wice by bailiffs when the
prosecution presented. the diaries in which he had
seribbled that he favored the overthrow of the
U.S. Government, backed Russiza. and Chinese
commimists and wrote over -and over again that
“RFK must die.”

PREFERS DEATH
Sirhan_told Superiov Court Judge Hebert V.

Walker in private chambers that he would rather -

die “than have people think T am getting a fair
trial.”
_ In notebooks dated May 18 1868; Sirhan wrote
in disjointed and unpwictuated phrases

“Robert Kennedy must be sacrificed for. the
cause Ofgthe exploited people. My determination
$o-elimindte RFK is become the more af an un-
ﬁhakeaable obsession.

“RFK ust die — RFK ustbekﬂled Rob

Peries o

1/4

ert F. Kennedy must be assassinated -~ RFK
must bo assassinated—RFK must be assassinat-
ed, assassinated assassinated.

“Robert F. Kennedy mwust be assassinated be.
fore 5 June 1568." 7

Sen. Kennedy was killed in the paniry of the
Anibassador Hotel early last June 5.

BACK IN COURT o

Today Sirhan was coming hack to court again
and fhe question is whether he ie'still determined
now to plead guilty and throw himself on the
* decision of the jury ds to death or life. '
. Mr. Cooper said that.if Sirhan persisted in that
plea he would have o fire him and his other
attorneys, Kmile Zola Berman and Russell Par-
sons.  Sirhan pleads guilty, Mr. Cooper said,
there is no possibility of an appeal

“Said Mr. Cooper: g

“He doesn’t know what he's doiig. He has
blown his top. We are his lawyers and we are
going to.protect his constitutional rights.” -

Another entry in the notebooks: said: _

“Ambassador Goldberg must die die die die die
Ambassador Goldberg must die Goldberg must be

Arab’you you Arab,

Should Sirhan demand that he ple d guilty to

first degree murder_in Sen. Kennedy's death,

Judge Walker would questmn—hlm arifl perhaps :
Ve, .call psychiatrists. fo,ascertain wih

defendant really koew what he was dmrg ¢
R BT S e e W W T e e LA TR e ]

New York Post

eliminated Sirhan is* an Arab Sirhan you yﬂu you The New York Times

50 MAR 3-1963
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\bout Kﬂhng,
ury Is Told

By George Lardner Jr.
Washingtor: Poat Staff Writer .
LOS ANGELES, ¥eb, 21—A|
rarded Pasasena trash collec- |
r sworé today that Sirhan}
rhan told him not to waste.|
's primary vote on Sen. Rob-
t F. Kennedy because be
3s planning to shoot “the son
aB.”
Testifying in a quick burst.
syllables that startled the
mriroom, Alyin Clark said
e young Arab made the
reat just a few days affer
1ie assassination of the Rev.
ir, Martin Luther King Jr.
st April 4, ‘
Under cross exanunatmn
e lanky witness acknowld-
zed that he once declared|:
1at he would “de anything to
se (8irhan) convicted,” but.he |-
isisted that he was telling the ‘
‘uth. i
It wa§ a Wednesday, trash
Jlection day on East Howard |
reet where Sirhan liveg,
ark recalled, and the slep-
r immigrant walked up ‘0[

1

at as he. often did.
See SIRHAN, A6, Col. 4

| ﬁjury Told Slrhan

Aired Intent to Kill

SIRHAN, From Al

“He was upset somewhat
about. the death of Luther
King,” the Negro sanitation
worker recalled. “He asked me
how the Negro people felt
about it ,.. ‘What do you
think the Negro people are
‘going to do about it?”

“What Can we Do?*

Clark shrugged. “I said that
mean, ‘Like what can we do
about it? There wasn't but one
rson -involved.” )
Then, he said, Sirhan asked
im how he felt dbout Califor-
nia’s upcoming presidential

* primaries, still weeks away.

“I told him I was going to
vote for Kennedy,” Clark said.
“and Sirhan said, ‘What are,
you going' to vote for that son
of a B for? Because I’m plan-
ning on shooting him."

Sirhan stirred in his seat on
the other side of the anti-
quated courtroom, A -smile
crossed his face. Abruptly he
put his hand  over it and
leaned over to whisper to
chief defense counsel Russell
Parsons,

Clark went on. “I said,
‘Yowd be, killing one of ‘the
best men in the eountry.”” he.
said he td6ld .Sirhan.

The ‘trash collector whom
Sirhan used” to serve coffee
and sandwiches, said he re:
minded the defendant that
Kennedy had sent his plaiie to
- Memphis to pick up Dr. King's
widow and his body for the
Negro leader’s funeral in At
1ahta,

irhan, he said, passed that

. “He said he did this for
licity—Kennedy did.” -
Defense attorney Emile Zola

o
1P

S MAR 3~ 19€

Berman rose to attack the
rash collector’s testimony.
Clark, Berman noted, had
|been interviewed by an FBI
gent.last September. _
E “Didn't you tell the FBI that
ou would hate to take the
oath and testify because you|
hated Sirhan so much you
would do anything to see §¥i

convicter erman demanded.
“¥es, I did,” Clark replied.

:SWGE}I'S' It’s Itue - -

_ “Have you told thé truth
here, sir?* prosecutor DaVld
N, Fxtts countered.

“Yes, I did,” Clark said.

He was folloWed' to ~the
stand by two witnesses who
told of seeing Sirhan ‘appar-
'ently stalking Kennedy in the |
Ambassador Hotel last June 2,

-

migrant .in the crowded hotel
lobby around 8:45 p.m.

ing in the -direction of the ho-

pantry where Kennedy was
coming through.

The New York Senator din
ished his second talk aroun
8:30 p.m. Miriam Davis, a voy-
unteer Kennedy hosgtess, 'saii>
she saw Sirhan next. Mr
Davis was with her husband
and teen-age daughter.

Davis said, “and she was inter-

rooms of the stars that had ap-

peared at the

Grove.” '
‘They entered the nightelub

stage and started roaming
around.

“We got hung up there
somewhere,” Mrs. Davis said
in test1mony that captivated
the courtroom. “It wag very
dimly, lighted:” Finally, they
‘stumbied dnito -a corridor with
‘shelves full of glasses and &
big howl of ice; but no watery,

“We took a glass and fut
‘some iée in it,” she said witl] a
smile, adding that -they ako
snagged it a5 a souvenir of tRe.
evening.

“Then we wandered around
there looking for water. Any-
way, my husband opened a
door. We were surprised to
see- this man. I tell you the
truth, wé were so frightened:
We thougit that he was a
waiter. We knew we were off
base. He was seated right in-

frightened us so.”

The family gulped, held up
the ice-filled glass and’ asked:
“Where's the wate??” she testi-
fied. I
===&rhan, she said, “shrugged
his” shoulders and shook ‘his
head. . It seemed like he
was 51tt1ng o1 a, box facing: the

“tdoor; There " was A paper bag

near him.”

Mrs. Davis was not clear oni
jutst what “kltchen area” they
‘had stumbled into, although it
was apparently in or near the
pantry where Kennedy was
killed. The Senator did not
come back that way until two
mnights later. -

some 2% days before the as-
'sassination.

The occasion was a Sunday
evening reception for the
Democratie presxdentlal candi-
‘date. Kennedy, the Jury was
told, first gave a speech in the
Cocoanut Grove nightclub at
the ‘hotel, then moved through
backstage corridors to get to
the  hotel's Palm Terrace,
+Where more supporters were
jWwaiting to hear another pep
italk,

Headwaiter Angelo Dipierro
said he escorted Kennedy
through the back way after
the first speech, delivered
,around 8:30 p.m.. I took them
through the pantry where, Sir-
Jhan has admitted, he shot-the |
'Senator down in the early
morning of June 5.

Long-haired Williarn Blume,
18, 'said he saw .Sirhan f1rst
The two had worked as stock-
boys in ad]ommg stores in
Pasadena and Blume said he
‘ecognized the Jordanian im-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“My daughter is 17,” Mrs.}

Cocoanut

through, the lobby, went back-}

side the door. That was what}

The crowd was moving to-|
ward thé Palm: Terrace tol
hear Kennedy’s second speech, ’
Blume said. He said Sirhan|
was struggling against it, mov-}|

tel’s. Embassy Room and the |

ested: -in finding the d_ressing"!
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Jury Is Told

By George LardnerJ L
‘Washingior: Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21—A
bearded Pasasenatrash collec-
tor swore today that Sirhan
Sirhan told him not to-waste
his primary vote on Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kénnedy because he
K\)vas ‘planning. to shoot “the. son
©of a B.” )

Testifying in a quick burst
of syllables that startled the
courtroom, Alvin Clark, said
the. young Arab made the
threat just a few days: after
the, assassination of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
last April 4. |

The lanky, outspoken w1t
Hness. acknowledged uzder
eross-examination  fhat  hel.
onge: said he would “do any-:
thing for see !{Sirhan) eonvict
ed,” But he'insisted that: h;
il tellmg the truth. B

nty mdlfference from
awyers,
See SIRHAN, Ag, Col. 4
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SIRHAN From Al

Biit if strikes directly at the
defense team’s clalin that their
client was: driven to theé kil
‘ung in a psychoﬁc rage ‘over

Kennedy’s campalgn support
( of U. S Jetﬂh«ghter sales 'to
Tsrael.

The New York Senator first

gtumped for the jets deal on a|

campaign ‘stop at 'the Neveh
Shalom Temple in Partland,
_Ore., on May 26 wearing a yor-
mulke on his head, le. also
urged. that the Johnson Ad-
fninistration cut off, economic
aid: that ‘he said was used by
Atrab countmes “in support of
| aggression.”

Clark indicated  that e
heard Sirhan—*I; knew the
kid by the name of Sol”"—Vow
to kill Kennedy well hefore
that, though he did 'not give &
pretise date. ¢

It was a Wednesday, trash
eollection day on East Howard
Street where Sirhan lived,
«Clark, recalled,. and. “Sollllf
_walked up to'chat as he oﬁen
did. -,

“He. was upset somewhat
Labout fhe death of. Luthen
tKing," fhe Negre sanitation
5worker ‘declared; “He. asked|
vyié how the Negro people: felt

i about it . ... he gaid; 'What dol
(you * hhmk ﬂhe Negro peop‘le..

 are. going to do” about.it?! .
V' Clark shrugged. “I gaid’ that
1 mean; ‘Like what -can we' do
aboutit? Thetre wasn't but one
(person involved?”

Then, *he said, Sirhan asked
him how he felt about Califor-
.nia’s, upcoming prestdential
prlmanes, 5till weeks away.

“T told him I was going to
lvote for Kennedy,” Clark said.
and Sirhan said, ‘What are
-you: going to vote for that son
of a B for? Because I'm plan:
ning on shooting him.* ”

.+ .Sirhan stirred in-hls gedf on.
rthe other side of thie: anti-

Told Sirhair—
Awed lmem: fo Klﬂ

Headwalter Angelo D1p1orro
said ‘he,’eéscorted” Eennédy
through «the. back way after
the flrst speech dehvered
aroun;:l 8:30 p:m: It todk them
throuigh.the paniry where, Sip-
han has-'a-dxflitte‘d;-'.he sooﬁ the}
Senator down’ in the early
|morning of June 5.

Long-haiied, Williafn Blume;-
18, said he saw Sirhan firsh!
The .tWo had worked as:stock-
{boys ifi- adjoining 'stores 111:
Pasadena and Bluhie 5aid he|
reoogmzed the Jordanian ‘im,
migrant in ‘the crowded hotel
lobby around' 8:45 p.m. i

The crowd was. imoving to-[
ward the Palmi Terrace tol
hear Kennedy's second-speech, |
Blume. :said. e, sa1d ‘Sirhanl
wad strugghng agamst»lt hov-
ing in 'the direction of the ho:
fel’s. Embassy Room and the
pan{ry where Kennedy wWas
tonling thnough P e J

The New ~York: Senator..
finished ‘his- second talk Aat
abotit. 9:30- p. m-‘Mmam Davis,
a. volunteer Kennedy hostess,
.| said’. she" sanSw’han ‘about
ten. mmutes later, while roam-
ing through, the Ambaussadors
‘hackstage. cormdors and pan-
tries with her hushand and
daughter

My daughter, ‘1s 17 " Mrs:

&

avis: sald, “4nd she was, mter--
‘est' in ‘fmdmg the dre—ssmg
room_ of the starsnthat had ap:
peared at ‘the ‘Cocoanut
Grove)”

‘They entered the nightelub

through the lobby, went back-}
stage and started roaming
around.
' “Wé, got hung wup there
somewhere,” Mprs. Davis said
in ‘testimony ‘that captivated
the courtroom. “It ‘was very)
dimly lighted,” Finally, they
stiumbled into a corridor with
shelves =fu11 of glasses and a
big bowl.of ice, but no water.,

puated poubttoame A, smile i pui

"We (each) tooI-' a glass and
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
black notebooks int which Slrhan
Bishara- Sirhan reportedly in-
scribed a deadline for the assas:
sination .of Sen, Robert F. Ken-
nedy are about to surface in his
first-degree. murder trial,

Defense attorneys said they|

‘would object strenuously to théir
introduetion, on grounds they
were seized illegally from the
Sirhar homeé.

The prosecution’s witness Jist
for »today included Sgt. William

E. Brandt .and Dante A. Lodolo [

of the Los Angeles police, who
found the notebooks.

Referred to hy Yorty

Mayor Satauel “Yorty of Los
Angeles made the first reference,
to the 9-by-12-inch books- soon
after Sen. Kennedy died. Sirhan,
he said, wrote of ‘‘the necessity
of assaqsmatmg Sen. Kennedy

"before June 5, 1968.”

The death date-was met. Ken-
nedy was shot early that day in
a pantry of the Ambassador Ho-
tel just .after winning the Cali-
fornia Democratic pres1dent1a1
‘primary. '

The -date.also was the anniver:
sary of the first Arab-Isracli

prothers “took the Key, opened
the door and: allowed them (the
police officers) -in.”” Buf he said
e was not ruling on the admiss-
ability of the material at the

trial.

Sirhah was. described yester-
day as alert and sober affef
shooting Keénnedy, which the
young Jordanian’s defenders say

he. did while in a trance and|

intoxicated.

And it was disclosed that Sir-
han had indeed expressed will-
ingness to plead guilty to first-
degree murder if he could he
guaranteed a.sentence of life im-
prisonmen'tl. ‘

‘Mistrial Sopght

The disclosure:came when da-

fense. attorneys moved for a

'mistfial at a morning confer-

énce in the judge’s chanibers, on
grounds tha a newspaper stovy
might pre}udlce jurers. The mg-
tion was demed

‘Cne of the two policemen wha
arrésted Sirhan,after the shoot-

-1

war. :Sirhan, a_24-year:old Jor-
danian who lived the first half of
his life in the strife-torn Middle
East, was “quite pro-Arab in the
Argb&sraeh I a,t ter’ Yorty
sal

Motmn Demed

-Sirhan’s attorneys have pic-
tured ‘him as tortured by war,
scenes he sawas a chilil in Pald
estine and inflamed by Kénnes
dy's advocacy of more U.S!
plaries for Israel, His defenders
were. denied .a motion last Qct}
22 {0 suppress material taken
from the Sirhan home in Pasa-
dena without a warrant.

Judge Herbert V. Walker]
ruled them thaf.one of Sirhan’s

= O MAR A~ 1889

Sirhan 'Deadline’ N otebooks|
o""Fugure in His Trial Today

ing, Travis White, testified that}
in his opinion Sn'han was not un-¥
der the influence. of alcoholie|

liquer,

White said Sithan was quite}

nervous' — other witnesses have

said ihere ‘were shouts of “Kill

him. Kill him’" — but. that “in
three to five minutes he was
calmer, he regained his com-
posure. '

After shining a light into Sir-
hanls eyes, to:test reaction of his
pupils, he said he coricluded that
the reaction was normal and not
indicative of use. of alcohol

Tells of Pléa . |
The marnitig cdnferenée'cun—1

cerned a story,inthe Los Ange-

les Times saying Sirhan had all
but' eliminated the possibility of
a guilty plea because of the
iudge's insistence that the jiry;
rather than the court, determine
the penalty., Sirhan was said to
feel that the jury might .con-
demn him to death even ifthe
prosecution didn't recomtnend
execution.

Judge Walker, as quoted in the

trial transeript, said: ‘‘Well, let

me. say that'I gave some of that|
information in the newspadper

out myself. I'told them the plea
had been offered, that I had re-

fused the plea, but that'T would |

take a’'plea and that the jury
could try the penalty.”

. The ‘judge said he felt that

becaitse soméone had leaked an
earlier ‘story to the Times, say-

ing that Sirhan was willing to

plead guilty, “I wanted them to
have the wholé of that.”™ '

“I assign your honor doing
that -as misconduct,” said Grant

B. Cooper, cliief defense courisel. |
He noted the the défénse moved

for a 'mistrial after the first.
Times story, on grounds it might

influence jurcrs, and itwag dé-}

ied..
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protection for a prisoner
would be to put him in that
typg of unit and, in effect;
keeq him undér alrnost round-
the-¢lock- loc'kup, even feeding
him fn his-cell;

' the 28,600 persons now
domg time in State prisons,
not many get this kind of
treatment. Those who do are
mostly eriminals considered
too dangerous to be allowéd to
cir¢ulate with others..

Although no. prison officlal
would say as.much, this is the
type of treatment regarded.as
likély for Sirhah—at least in
the h ginning..

“Itf isn't uncommon for a
proteption case to be .eventu-
ally illowed into a regular in-
stitution routine "

4 transitien for Sirhan
miglit be from constantfockup:
ta a special assignmen{ which
would put him in contaet with

only a. seleet group of inmates
-and under supervision. of staff-‘
members: only.

For example, he might be
made & janitor in a prison hos-
‘pital — bit in an area.which
would kéep'him from contact
with the general population of
‘the institution.

Sirhan might even_he sent
to the facility at Tracy, whera
there is & speecial uni | consists
ing entirvely of piot
cases. Those men — tahout 20
of them — livé together and
go to thelr jobs: together, &l-

Iways und?r, an escort.
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By Gedrge Lardner
‘Washington Post Staff Wr!ter

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20—A
mustachioed patrolman said
today that Sirhan Bishara Sir-
han showed no signs of intoxi-
cation after shooting Sen, Roh-
ert F. Kennedy, but the officer
acknowledged ‘that. the Jorda-
nian’s eyes were ‘“not com-
pletely normal.”

Ofticer Travis White, one of’
two pattolmen who- histled
Sirhan out of the Ambassador
Hotel, made the admission
under persistent cross-exami-
nation by Chief Defense Coun.
s& Grant B, Cooper.

hite said he felt Sirhan
wis simply frightened -after
b#ing rushed past a sauntlet
'of outraged Kennedy support-
ers, - -

The  officer's testimony
under -prodding by Cooper,
however, was a turnabout on
several points from what he
had just told the prosecution.

The defense -claims that Sir
han killed Kenhedy in a psy-
chotie, drunken state which
made him only d1m1y aware of
what he was-«loing.

Called to the witness stand
by theprogecution, White said
that he gave Sirhan a quick
eye examination after taking
him to an interrogation room
at the Ramparts police station
last June 5,

Checked With Light '

' Using a flashlight, he said,
hq checked Sirhan’s eves, th
thpse of ‘his' partner, Rooki
Pgtrolman Arthur Placenci
fo} comparison. White said h
datkened the room for the te
50 that the pupils of their eyes
would open wide. Under nor-
mal cireumstances, they would
then contract rap1dly under a
flashlight,

Sirhan’s. eyes, .White .told
Prosecutor Davxd N . Fitts, 1
"EntFacted quickly . They
grew smaller.,” So dxd PIacen-
cia's, From that, He said, he
coneluded that Sirhan was not
intoxicated. The young immi.
grant, he added, showed no
other signs of drunkenness.

Placencia, on the other
hand, testified after a grueling
cross-examination earlier in
the week that Sirhan's eyes

were “real wide” and didn't!

react. 1o his flashlight, The
rookie said‘he gave Slrhan his
own flashlight test in the pa.
trol ear on the way to the po-

ing.
Calmed Down Quickly

Cooper led White intg .a ||

minute-by-minute account of .
the arrest. The officer, whao'
has been on the force two
years, said Sirhan was very
frightened” at first, but
calmed down moments after
getting into the police car, ag
soon as it got out of the hotel
driveway.

“Did you ever see him in a
nervous or frighteried state
thereafter?” ‘Cooper. asked '
him., :

‘'No sir,” White replied. He
said he gave Sirhan his eye

|

lice station. White was driv-'
I
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ets tin &n infervogation room!
about eight minutes later,

Cooper "unloaded, stressing
that the patrolman never men-
tioned the eye test in any re-
ports until -an interview with a
superior officer last August
From ‘there, .the Defense At-
torney jumped to 'a Sept, 13-

deposition Whitegave. to
Chief Defense investigator Mi-
chael A. McCowan.

In State of Terror

On the ride to the police sta-
tion, White said of Sirhan
then, “hé was still almost in 2
state of terror.” The patrol-
man: -also said then that he
coldn't reecall for sure just
where he gave Sirhan the eye
test, 'and, ‘of ifs results, said
only that the suspect’s pupils
were “very near normal.”

“I meant to checkh _im
again) later after he wasiable

n the Sept. 13 deposition, “hut
T was never able to.”

On the witness stand today,
the patrolman insisted that
Sirhan was “much ealmer™ at
at the hotel but he admitted
that his eyes “were still in a
somewhat ekcited state,”

“You attribute that
fright?” Cooper demanded,

White said he did, insisting
that he meant to test Sirhan
-again only “ofr a double
check™ of his initial conclusion:
that liquor was not involved,

“As a matler of fact”
Cooper suddenly challenged,

to

examination that morning, id
you?”

“Yes, T did,” White said, v
bly surpnsed by the questlon

Mistrial Motion Denied

His questioning began after
}a closed, 40-minute session in
SBuperior Court Judge Herbert.
V. Walker's, chambers at-which
‘he” “dénied @& motion for a
mistrial, a step usually made
in open court. Neither judge
for lawyers for either side of-
fered an explanation for the
unusual procedure, or even

i-

filed into open éourt,
The transcript, however,
was made public later, Cooper

3

cess, h

o calm down,” White also shid |

“you didn’t give him any §ye;

made the mofion in protes{ porters that it “w

agamsflf a front page Los An-
geles [Times story this morn-
ing,. qatching up with what
other newspapers reported|;
last week, The headlines:

“Pogsibility of Guilty Plea by |

Sirhan Now Appears Remote.”
The story attributed this to
Superior Court Judge Walk-

that the Judge gave out"”

Walker was reported hy

Times last week -as:baéingsin

clined to accept a gmlts‘?’plea
W

wncorrect - S

Judge: Walker denigd -he
|new motion for & mii
the grounds that the Jur IS
have already heen sequestered

er's “insistence that the jury
determine any penalty” at Sir-

han’s mugder trial,
The squrce of the story was
not ideptified. During a re-
ever, Defense Counl

in a downtown hotel where
their newspapers are -cen-
sored. The defense contended,
unsucecessfully,  that heir
spouses might tell thém ghouty
the story when they visi the

sel Emilé Zola Berman told re-

jurors on weckends.
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+ had advoecated arming the state of Israel in'ifs

Wanted fo Plead Guilty—"
Judge Spurned
Sirhan Offer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21 (UPI— Sirhan B, Su'-J
han is willing to go to prison for life but he doed
not.want -to take his chances with a jury-of gomg
to the gas chamber.

The admitted killer of Sen..Robert F. Kennedy,
offered to plead guilly fo a charge of tirst degree

" murder provided he had the assurance there

would be no death penalty. _

Superior court judge Herbert V. Walker reject-
ed the “compromise” and ordered the trial to
proceed.

The '‘pled bargaining” was officially confirmed
yesterday when the judge made public the tran-
seript, of a secret session in his chambers at
which. defense counsel Grant Cooper agked for a
mistrial because of news stories of the offer to
plead guilty.

Judge Walker denied the motion. The judge
also reveeled that he personally was the source
of some of the information about the proposed
change of plea. Mr. Coopet charged Judge Walk-
Ler with “misconduct” but said he certainly would
not attempt_to have the veteran jurist removed
from. hearing the remainder of the trial.

Today the jury was hearing about the seizure of
notebooks at the Sirhan home including an entry: |
“Robert F. Kennedy must be assassinated before '
June 5, 1968.”" Sen. Kennedy died 15 minutes after
mxdmght on June 5.

Such an entry would help estabhsh premedita-
tion by Sirhan in the killing of Sen. Kennedy who

defense against surrounding Arab states,
The defense contends the documents were ob-

tained “without a search warrant and without the
permission of Sirhan.

Thursday afterncon. Judge Wa]ker made publie
the transcript of the closed session:

It revealed that the judge himself was the
source of some- of the information contained in
the Los Angeles Times story. The transeript quot-
ed Judge Walker as saying:

“Well, let me say that I gave some of that
iriformation myself. I told them the plea had been
offered .and I had refused the plea buf that I
would. fake a plea on first degree (murder) and
that the jury could try the penalty.

- “T felt it had. leaked out, the other half, and I
wanted them {o have the whole of that,” Judge
Walker gaid in the transeript of the.session.

“I assign (charge) your honor doing as as mis-

Mr, Cooper said. :

ap———rY ‘
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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20 ({UF)} — Sirhan B.
Sithan was “like the eye in the center of a hurri-

- cane” moments after Sen. Robert ¥. Kennedy

was shot in .a'crowded-hotel pantry, said author
George Plimpton. ~

" “He struck me as enormously composed. The
- rest of ug§, given this sudden furmoil, were fot

cutmn yesterday at Sirhan's trial for murder -

“His reactmn in a hurricane oJ:' gound “and feel-
ing. seamed Tike' the eye in the center of a hurri-
cane. He seemed purged.” .

In a fortress-like ct)urtroom, ‘Mr. Pllmpton used
those words to describe his:impression of Sirhian
B. Sirhan afiér shooting Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
and being pinned down on a steam table in a
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel.

HELPED SUBDUE S[RI{AN

~Mr. thpton was one of those who'subdued
8i ew here from, the east to testify at
“and”a bif of the Kehnedy flvar eanis ©
;hack for a moment as he talked ifi a'Bostonian
~accenl: ami pronounced the word “saw” as

an'a Jked
I, thp’ton ‘whether he saw Sen Kennedy fIymg

”

,Today the state called a series of ,"v‘v_itnes_se_s;
mainly police officers, in the net it is drawing
around the 24-year-old Arab immigrant.

One point that may come up is the defense.

objection to 1ntroduct10n -as evidence of notebooks
found ‘in_Sirhan’s home in which he had written:
“Robert Kennedy'.must‘be assassinated before
June 5, 1968.” Sen. Kennedy was mortally wound-
ed at12:11 a.m. on June 5,

The défense contends the seizure of the “diary™

was illegal and without a search warrant,
GUN ADVICE .

Another witriess told the jury that Sirhan fired -

ore than 300 rounds during five hours at. a
target range on the day before Sen. Keniedy's
death and told another mah his gun was sufﬂ
cient te "klll adog.V, - .

Mzchael Saccoman who was alsu prachcmg

with his ‘pistol, ‘said he: {alked with Sithar for 45
n}mg_t:gs and ohserved he had seven or eight hox-

Mr. Saccoman said Su‘han tuld hlm ha planned
to go.on; a huntmg trip, *

“i tqld hit
against the lav

"‘He asked :

"Mr Saccoman said.

BOMAR 31989

bo-ST7-4
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. o why and I told hlm that was :
ip- ’._:rbecause Fof iits lack of accuracy And e said; "'1. ;
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By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

L.OS ANGELES, Feb, 15—
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan seemed
“purged” and 'strangely com-f
posed moments after shooting
Sen. Robért F. Kennedy in the
Ambassador Hotel, an eyewit-
ness for the prosecution testl-
fied today.

Author George Plimpton
| gripped the courtroom with
the account as.he told of help-
ing wrestle the gun out of Sir-
‘| han’s hands and. holdmg him
utitil police arrived.

“He striick me, as ¢com-
pared to the rest of us; as
enormously composed,” Plithp-
ton said. “His reaction-seemed
startling.. In the midst. of 'this
hurricane of sound and feel-
ing, he seemed almost the eye

. the eye in the center of a,
hurricahe, peaceful and coms-
{ posed.

“He seemed purged.”

The recollections poured out
of Plimptonin.a v1rtua1 stream
of ‘consciousness. Su'hans law-
yers were delighted.

_ They coniend ’qhat Sirhan
is a sick and “obsessed” mystic
who assassinated Kennedy in
a compulsive trance that left
him incapable of premeditated -
murder. i i

‘Plimpton, a Kennedy family
friend, told firfst of listening
to the Neéw York Senator ad-
dress his wildly cheering sup-
porters in the Embassy Room
vat the Ambassador, then mov-

ing ahead of him mto & back
stage pantry.

Tie set askew by a miecro-
phone around his neck; the
tall, darkhaired writer said he
was about 12 to 15 feet in
front of the Democrafic Presi-
' dential candidate when “a se:

i arp, popping sounds” {

‘broke out. [T
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it seemed aln th
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‘A Melee of People! o
A he could see, Plimpton:
said, was “a melée of people,
by the first: serving table™
where Kennedy had fallen.

Prosecutor John E. Howard,
interrupted. “Did you see fhe
Senator?” He asked Plimpfon.

“No,” Plimpton said. “1 did
not have ehough-.courage to}
look back ih that direction. |
My eyes were solely on’ 'the;
hands of the defendant whmh
held the "giith,”

Catching himself, in' mid-
step, Plimpton jumped onto,
the steam table that. Sirhan’
was: by now jammed agamst
his gun'hand on {dp, of"the
table. Eventually, ex-pm {oot-,
ball tackle “ROsey” Grler tocwk
it awa¥y from. the ‘slenderd
young man under the pile-up.
‘Sirhan Strong . ]
* Getting hold of it, Plimpton
sald, “was difficult because
there were so many hands
struggling for it and Mr
Grier’s finger was in.the trig-
ger guard.”

Defénser counsel Emile Zola
Berman poinfed out that|
Plimpton had told police just|
after the' shooting that Sirhan
“was very strong for such a
small rhan.!”

The author acknowlédged
it; Despite the o¢ther enéiim- )
brances, “I think it surprised']
us- that swe could not' move
the gun easily,” he said. The
5-foot-2 Sirhan vweighed . only
112 pounds at the time of the
slaying.

After the. frail- Iookmg Arah
was subduwed, Plimpton stood
by, helping Grier ahd othets:
hold. him until police arrived.
Sirhan’s eyes, Plimpton went
on, were “‘enormously peace:
ful.” All he heard the suspect.
say was; at.one point, “You're
hurting my leg”

Proseclutorskepitheir
thoughts about Plimpton’s
testimony ‘to themselves but
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|shot in the forehead by one

Ithe courtroom she struck up a2

trouble with her own révolver.

rifié. For thé Williamses, it

A

{eir side.

Plimpton ‘was preceded at
the witness stand by bearded
Paul Schrade, the United
Auto- Workers official who was;

of the bullets that was fired
after Kennedy was struck.
“] heard a crackling like
electricity,” he said. “I saw
some flashes . . . I thought we
were all 'befmg el'ectrocuted. I
begin shaking and falling.”
ThHe UAW leadér said. that
was the last thing he ‘was
aware of until he regained
consciousnesg. on the pantry
floor.

Sirhan Lent Gun

On'the witness stand earlier;
a miniskirted blond. tesfified:
hovr the 24-year-old Sirhan had
graciously lent her his gun
just a few hours before the.
assassination.

Shapely: Claudia Williams,
2B, said she ran intb Sirhan at,
‘the San Gabriel Valley Gun
Club where she had gone, she
explained, to try out a little
22-caliber- revolver her ‘hus-
band had given Her for Christ-
mas..

Sirhan ‘'struck her as a.
pretly good marksman, she!
said. ‘
“He went and shot my gun|
and I shot his” 'she said. His
shots were “very close to the
center of the target.”
Dressed'in a neon orange
dress with her hair -done ina
towering bouffant, Mrs. Wil-
liams, who waits on tables at a
Temple City strip club, told

chat, with Sirhan after having

“I -éouldn’t pull the trigger,”
she: szid. “Sa I ssked him.
There were only the two of us
out there.”

Husband. Ronald; however,
was nearby, practlcmg on an
adjacenf range. w1th his .30-30

was simply a, California-family
outing. He works as a milk-
man. She works at the Briar
Patch -whichi ifs manager de-
seribes as “a sophisticated.
nightelub. You neéd a jacket
to.come in.”

Jrucial Element

Mrs. Willianis. sald Sirhan]
was aloné on the pistol rahpe
“firing rapidly” with his 22-
caliber Iver-Johnson: when :she
began trying to fire het

not 're_gi"ard' It a5 a pluy for|

was using.”

leulated, cold-blooded murder

" |several people, including Mrs,

Sirhan, she testified, spent
about 30 minutes calmly teach:
ing Ter how to shaot. “He told,
te,* she -added, “that ‘the
mini-mags. (thie biillets Sithan
had} were better then what I

Sirhéns day on the gun|

the‘ _pr.osecu‘_uons conteutlon
that Kennedy’s death was cals

rather than a last-minute de.l!
cision’ .made in a trance-like §
stupor. '
Today’s testimony coiild cut
both ‘ways. Several witnesses:
sald they saw Sirhan on. the.
‘range firing away furiously
with the expensivé and deadly
“mini-mags” that are ill-suited
for: target practice, ‘But the
yvoung Arab immiigrant also let

Williams and her husband
handle his pistol without ap-
parent.congern.

On Range af 11:30 am.

The first witness, David
Mantellano, indicated that Sir-
han was dlready on the gun
range at. 11:30-a.m, last.June 4
when ‘Montellano arrived with
'a frieénd, Henry A. Carrearn.
“There was a gentleman in
the Tast stall next foithe gurni}
club’s) office,” Montellano said
He was firing very fast ... as
fast as you-could pull the trig-
ger'”

Chief defense counsel Grant
B. "Cooper handed’ ‘hinl the!

iweapon shortly after 4 f.m.

déstirWedpon and called for &
‘demonstration. The “chck-
click-elick” of the empty 22
puncutated the silence of the
courtroom as  Montellano
pulled the trigger in split:sec-
ond séquencs;

Montellano Had a rifle with
him on the rafge but eventu-
ally he walked aver to thé pis-
’tol range where Sirhian was.

“I' ‘wanted to iind out what
kind of a gun he was shoot-
ing,” he said, “I thought it was
a .38. e said, * *No, it's a ,22° 1
was surpmsed ”

At Sirhan’s: feet, Montellano
said, Wwere some 400 spent
brass bullet casings. Six empty
boxes of bullets, including two
mini-mag cartons, were lying
on thé bench of his firing,
stall. .He 'was'puzzled that Sir-
han wag Using minismags, ‘or
“hollow points,” which: ‘spread’
aut on impact. Unlike others,
Montellario- was not. 1mpressed
with Sihai's accuraey, “He
stated he wasn't shooting téo
t day,” Montellang

gaod_ tha
tes6ifieRlELEASE UNDER®-6=44{76

the gun range around 1:4
pm. “Sirhan,” Montellano
zaid, “was.still there »

‘Could Kill a Dog’

Bespectacled Michael A.
Saceomati, 22, of Monrovia, nos
ticed him next, He rioticed the
mini-mags, too.

“I asked him why He way
using that ammupit-ion- for far-
iget practice,” Sdecoman said,
“That. type is used for hunt-
ing, He 'said he didn’t know
much about guns and that vag
the type of ammunition they
sold him.”

Birhan, Saccoman said, alsa
said that he “was going to go|
ona huiting trip.

"1 said, ‘that’s againgt the
law because it’s a pistol .
because of the (lack of) accu-
racy’ And he said, ‘T don't
know about that. 1t could kil
adog’?

Sirhan’s' paper target, the
iwitness ‘added, was riddled
with about 100 hoIes clustered
around the bullseye

“Most. of the shuts were,

lose together and in the.
of %%e ___g,_t_.__.he_sa%are” he
ar_g_et gad also beén patched,

——y
up ... I woild sdy he was a‘
good shot "

Saccoman thought less of
Sirhan’s gun. He called it K
piece -of junk™ in eomparison
with, his own. “It had a small
barrel and black plastie
grips;” he recalled, “and a
very cheap finish:" .

'Sithan was still practicing
rapid:fire Shooting from “a
slight crouch” when Saceoman
first saw him. But then he
glowed dowi. Saccoman said;
they chatted for about 45 min.|
utes, on and off, before he left
the gun range about 2:45 p.m.

The trial moved on like a
whirlwind. Prosecutors How-
ard and David N. Fitls called
15 witnesses. to the stand to-
ddy. Sirhan's attorneys erass.
examined only a few.

In faet, the State gave one
of ity own witnessés the hard.
ést time, Larry Arnef, former
salesman at the Loek, Stock n
Barrel Shop in suburban Sah,
got the goi

‘ called ‘to tes-

Moxtellano.and Ca%,hﬁi’






