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SRHAN HEARIHG' -

SOLEDAD. CALIF. <AP) -- A NEW P'AgOLL-STATUS HEARING HILL BUJ-.
. SCHEDULED FOR SIRHAH B. SIRHAN. CONVICTED .KILLER OF SEN. ROBERT F. - . ' 

KENNEDY. AFTER THE STATE BOARD OF PRISON TERMS'RULE® THAT SIRHAN HAD 

BEEN IMPRSPERLY DENIED HIS PRISON FILE. . ;
SIRHAN. 36. SAID THURSDAY. HE HAS BEEN AN EXEMPLARY PRISONER AND 

■ DESERVED AN EARLY RELEASE. .
BOARD MEMBER RALPH PIZARRO SAIB SIRHAN SHOULD HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO 

SEE. HIS CENTRAL PRISON FILE BEFORE THURSDAY'S SCHEDULED HEARING ON < 
' WHETHER HE SHSuLD BE GRANTED PAROLE.,THt HEARING HAS CANCELED. AND A I 

' NEW ONE WILL BE HELD WITHIN 90.DAYS. ' . . . .
• SIRHAN SAID PIZARRO'S DECISION WAS 'HEE FIRST THE THE BOARD HAD 

' BEEN FAIR’5. TO HIM. IT HAS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN WHY SI WAIN HAD BEEN 
DENIED ACCESS TO HIS FILE. - :

THE STATE HAS SET A NOV. 11. 1984. PROSPECTIVE PAROLE DATE. FOR 
SIRHAN. BUT IS REMIRED TO HOLD. 8 .HEARING EACH YEAR TO SEE IF HE IS , 
ENTITLED TO AN EARLIER RELEASE. . . ■

' SIRHAN WAS DESCRIBED AS A RESPONSIBLE INnATE WHO HAS BEEN
’’OSOLUTRY NO PROBLEM.” ACCORBING. TO DAN BYRD. ADMINISTRATIVE '
ASSSSTRUT AT SOLEJM STATE PRISON. WHERE SIRHAN IS AN INNATE-. -

SIRHAN ORIGINALLY WAS SENTENCED TO DEATH IN THE 1968 -
ASSASSINATION. BUT THE SENTENCE WAS REDUCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT ’ 
AFTER THE STATE’S DEATH PENALTY Law WAS RULED UNCSMSTITUTIOASL BY THE 

.JUfsEK COURT. ‘ ' ;

AP-HX-07i8J10ISEJT .

NOT RECORDED
192 AUG 11
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WAS
- Lets
5 LIGH

JUDGE tHURSA 
t KILLED sen

NI~

AGE ROBERT wenKE DECLINED 
'HEOR’V SAVING IT II NOT

INVESTIGATE
SEVEN EXP 

CHANGT THE O 
SIRHAN ALONE

TO SANCTION MORE 
HE DUTY OF COURTS

S REPORTED EARLIER they COULD FIND NO evidence tO 
INAL VERDIN -- that KENNEDY .WAS KILLED By SIRHAL

.....IHE.JUDGE.DENIED A PETITION BY CBS-TV AND PAUL SCHRADE. A former. 
UNION OFFICIAL, WHO WAS ONE OF the IV" PTBSONS wounded wMn KENNEDY 
WAS KILLfD BYJ FLURRY of PISTOL SHOTS IN THE BISASmD'OrhOtEL 
KIaLHEN I.I 1968.

"ON THE,BASIS OF THE TESTIMONY OF THE EXPERT'S TO DA^f 
IS ..OF THE OPINION THAT THE PROOABILITY THE RESULTS ODTE 
WOULD IE HELPFUL II VERY SLIGHT,” HE SAID. '

Schrade II SUING SIRHAN, NOW’SERVING A LIFE PRISON 
PERSONAL INJURY. 5 L NrA-°°
-„EARLIER IN THE proceedings, 
PISTOL, and RECOVEPRO BULLngs 
the "second guo" theory, which

COURT

BULLETS COULD have COME from the’SA 
ADDITION JO SIRHAN WAS OmNG DURIN 
™J^JU^E convened a panel of di

RCED EXAMINATION O 
TS2 FOR EVIDENCE' T 
NOT all the RECOVE '

Tr

•OM throughout 
\BORATORIES, W

NATION,
TTDr”^ ^

e GUL -- MEANING SOMEBODY IN 
THE ASSASSINATION.

TNGUUISHDD BALLISTICS EVIDENC 
FROM both law enforcement and 
e PISTOL AID CONDUCTED _

NOT RECORDED ... / ^-e^^* feb 201976 6 m 62-58 7
70FEB;
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THEY REPORTED THEY COULD NOT FIND
EVIDENCE” That MORE THAN ONE GUN W 
SAID the SAME WEAPON FIRED ALL THE 
BYSTANDERS. THEY CONCLUDED IT WAS

ANY SUBSTANTIVE OR 
IRED, AND FIVE of EVEN

"’PROBABLE” THAT
SIRHAN’S PISTOL — 
”_but that changes in the evidence caused by 
MADE..THAT IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVE SCIENTIFICALLY.

PASSAGE Or

ORE

I1ViL SUIT AGAINST SIRHAN. ”IVVESTIGATONNS are conduc-
DISTRIIT ATTORNEYS grand juries AND OTHER AGENCIES -­COURTS.” AT ORID. , A ---------

UPl 02-05 06:34 AES
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ASSASSINATIONOF^^ F. KENNEDY

( ‘W-salt^

Bullet Hole Search Failsh
' • Reuter • — - 1

LIS ANGELES, Dec. ^M attorney, said Thursday. - \ 
; ।team- of ballisticsiexperts,- The search .was, ordered

. carpentess.and photographers Thursday by-. Los .Angeles' 
I searched for seven hours DistrictAtorney JohnVande

Thursday night but found no Camp as a result of public
; additional, bullet holes in the pressure to. see whether 
■ hotel kitchen where Sen. ; convicted assassin Sir-han B. 
' Robert F. Kennedy was shot, Sir-han Was the lone gunman at 

poKce said today. , thedeath scene. ' .
i “ There were no other Kennedy was shot in'June, 
!' buhete found tonight nor any -1968, at the Ambassador Hotel. 
. other conclusive evidence that after an appearance white 
. bdllets were anyprat:e where . campaigning . for thf 
i .there-might be evidence,’ Democratic presidential. 
: Stephen Tr-ott, Los Angeles nom-ina-Hon'..................... |
i County chief deputy district, " ' ‘ .

62-5&A 
. NIT RECORDED 
165 JAN 13 1376
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UP-120
(RFK ASSASSINATION)

_ LIS ANGELES (UPI)-THE JUDGE' REFUSED TUESDAY TO PERMIT TESTIMONY 
AT A HEARING ON THE ROBERT KENNEDY ASSASSINATION ABOUT THE FINDING OF 
A NINTH BULLET SLUG IN THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL PANTRY ALTHOUGH THERE 
WERE ONLY EIGHT BULLETS II SIRH/iO SIRHAN’S GUN.

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE ROBERT WENKE RULED IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE 
TO ADMIT SUCH NEW "EVIDENCE" AT A SESSION DEVOTED TO QUEST'ONNNG 
FIEEARNS EXPERTS ON HOW THEY REACHED THE CCNCLUSONN THAT NO "SECOND 
GUN" WAS INVOLVED IN THE 1968 SLAYING.

"WE ARE NOT AE-TRYNNG THE SIRHAN CASE,” WENKE SAID.
THE JUDGE SAID. HOWEVER. HE MIGHT AECONSIEAR PERMUTING THE 

TESTIMONY BY TWO LOS ANGELES POLICE OFFICERS AFTER THE EXENINATION OF> 
THE EXPERTS IS CONCLUDED. .

UPI 11-18 07:2!7 PES (

^^^-a- 

ie°OT ee<o>Ri®i> 
,W DEC 9 1975
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KENNEDY 11-13
LST ADD NIGHT LD KENNEDY LOS ANGELES A246 X X X SHOOTING.

AT THE AFTERNOON SESSION. ANOTHER OF THE EXPERTS. LOWELL BRADFORD, 
TESTIFIDD THAT HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE HEL.PFUL TO HAVE CHEMICAL TESTS 
OF THE SIR HAN BULLETS AND ALSO TO EXAMINE "FLIGHT PATHS” OF THE } 
BULLETS i:N THE PANTRY. j

BRADFORD SAID THAT, WHILE THERE WAS NO SUBSTANTIATION OF THE SECOND 
GUN THEORY, THE POSSIBILITY OF A SECOND GUNMAN WAS GREATER THAN 
BEFORE THE EXPERTS CONDUCTED THEIR RE-FIRING.

AN ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE SUGGESTED TO 
BRADFORD THAT HIS FINDINGS MIGHT EVEN SUPPORT A THEORY THERE WERE 
THREE GUNMEN IN THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL THAT NIGHT SEVEN YEARS AGO."IL.L STIPULATE TO TWO,” SAID BUGGLOSI.

JUDGE WENKE, NOT AMUSED, RECESSED THE HEARING.
- - „UPI 11-13 08:34 PUS
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SpwUi to The New York Times 
MOS-aNGGLESS, Sept. 18— 

. Reports on ballsltCcs tests made 
by the chief investigator to 
the a,scaccination of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy, which may 
be in the custody of toe Los 
Angles Police Department, 
should be tirrned over to ex­
perts participating to the amrt- 
ordered retesting of evidence, 
attorneys said today.

Mel Levne, an attorney for 
Paul Schrade, one of five pa- 

। sons wounded in the Kennedy 
I shooting, said UK toe seven- 
1 yem-odd report may be impor- 
■ tant in helptog experts- draw 
| conclustons as to 'whether a 

second gun was fired whem 
j Mr. Kennedy . was ■ fatally 

wouneee^on;LUlnv 5, 1968, in
• the Ambassador Hotel here.
i “There are apparenfly «&-

stantiaL reports prepared' by 
Mr. Wolfer, winch hopefully 
will be forthcoming from the 

. L.A.P.D., which we may need 
to answer some of the ques­
tions that have been rased,

f-Someof the controversy sur-

cized by some as being less 
ttian thorough in his investiga­
tion, center on spectographtc 
analysss tests. Mr. Wolfer has 
testified under oath that he 
made spectogramss, which de­
termtoe the chemical content 
of buHess, but they have never 
been found, .esaw-^.

, Proponent of the "second 
gun theory” contend that such 
tests are crucial in dvtvrming 
whether a second gun was 
fired. '

One exhibit examined by Mr. 
j Wolfer today was the clothing 
I the Senator* wore the night 
1 he was fatally shot. In one 
; of the few dramatic' moments 
' in the usually tediouss proceed- 
1 togs, Mr. Wolfer ,held up for 
■ idemiHcarionn a dfetlsfesuit 
i with tin left sleeve misstog. 
। a blood-stamed white shirt and 

other trticles of clothnng. .^

poosy (4— 
Coun. -----
& Eval. —
Inv.--------

Training --------- 
Telephone Rm. —• 

Director Sec’s ----

he said. = ’
Mr. Levine was referring to 

DeWayne A. Wolfer, head of 
the police department s who 
crme laboratory, who tested 
much of the evidence used to 
convict Sirhan B. Sirhan, a Jor-l^au, a UV* 

serving a 
tilling' Mr.

danism Arab now s 
liHe sentence for Mung ..... 
Kennedy. Mr'. Wolfer testified 
today in the third day of hear­
ings held to review the 
evidence. .

Question Over Reports
Mr. Levine said that, accord­

ing to Mr.. Wolfer’s testimony; 
comparative evaluations and 
chemical 'analysis reports on 
bulless retrieved from Sector 
Kennedy and othCer victims 
wei-e appal•vntSy made. But Mr. 
Levtoe said that only toe pouc— 
’knew whether such reports still 
exMe^WoHer 'testmed today 

laboratory teports on, bal-

The Washington Post  ----- • 
Washington StaifNews -— 
Daily New8 (New York) 
The New York Times -C 
The Wall Street Journal _ 
The National Observer! — 
The Los Angeles Times .

he said he did not know whe­
ther any of the reports,in toether any of tine repors, *“ > 
Kennedy case, were stall m eas- 
tence._ :_  -

NOFRSCOR"*®

1601 21 975
cep 19 1975

Diate -------- --------- -
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OKs Rules for New 
ILook at Kennedy Evidence

. Dsi: BY WILLIAM FARRjandJOH 
' ( Times'Staff Writers

is—------- ------------------------------- ------ r 
15 Pro^^uses’for reixammOg^=hanS&- ■ 
,jiics evident io the Robert F. Kenne­
dy assassination case were approved 
by the court Thursday and a ritest- i 

jiOg by sivin experts was ordered to 
’begin Sept. 22; • - -. .
^ Superior- Judge Robert Wenke ac- 
£Cepter the ground rutes at the con-. 
Iylusion of a -.two'-hour hearing after 
aturning down a move by Ids Angefes 
£-PoIIci Department .criminalist Di- 
L^wayne'Wolfer. to-block, the new 
VMessis. _ '

> kt - '
^ Wolfer'S attorney, Glorgl Frtn- 

. fsSeel-, 'opened'Ms argument by saying 
v Ithe-was appearing at- the hearing "to 

bootect 'the reputation of a wiII- 
kknownaivl internationally respected

■ 1 Criminalist." .i^^s^s. 1

। .Eransceli., said it was not WoUcr's 
posl?™ to oppoe retesflng“plAe, 
but Wolfer holds that the reexamma- 
fta should not be conduded became 
he Mieves the integriity of the exh-’ 

pits could not be assured at this time., 
I Wenke still rlcliner to rescind his 
Aug. 14 order, whjch directed that 
the bulfe's io the case be reexamneri • 
and that the gun of convicted assas­
sin Srhan B. Sirhan be refiled, if ne­
cessary. ' ,

Wenke issued the orderin respome 
to petitions by the Columbia Broad­
casting System and Paul ■ SChrtde-. 
one of five persons, wounded the 
night Kennedy was shot down in the '
Ambassadatgeven yearsAmDtssaaor^glven years age===» 

< ThwgioMiTfeaBproijfjd Thurs-

battery of 13 attorneys representing 
CBS, Schrade, Sirhan and the offices 
of the att.orney genera-, district attor­
ney and county counsel.

In denying Wolfer's request that 
the retesting not be permitted, 
Wenke pointed out to Franscell that 
the agreed-upon procedures include 
provisions dealing with the integrity 
' ofjtJieexbbitfe.4.,,., . 

XSpecifically, one of the questions; 
facmg: the experts who will, conduct 

1 thetests is: - _ * ’

’ ' ‘fefeeondition of themhibtSs at 
j the pr-esent time such tBtfTTeltable! 
i fileatms indeniifiaation can now be! 
I made?" ■ ■ i
i If the answer to that question is no,1 
I the experts are to report on "what 
; account,: for that conclusion?' 1
! Another, koveessegtikin facnig Hit' 
experts-Is: ' •' ■

,■ "Do tin exhibtts io any way sup-! 
port a conclusion that a second weap­
on was fired at the time of the assas-

■ sinayooSk ' .
Dip. Dist;. Atty. Koko Bozanich 

, also asked that there be a full hear-, 
lng^nJhowthe county clerk's office 
hag-neared the lxhibiSs. ^=r=;^ _

Wenlle rllayed any ruling on this! 
, request but agrelr to study a 700-! 
page transcript of 1971 county grand 
jury proceedings into charges that, 
the derk's office was negligent io 
protecting the Sirhan trial exhibtts..

The judge thln ordered another 
hearing tor next Tuesday and issued 
a subpoena for Wolfer to have the 
crimiotlisI identify cructal lxhibtis in 
the case. Wflftr also was directed to 
bring di of his records on the ball's- ' 
tlC,S/tlsts■hl conducted. ■

We mtend to qulstion Mr. Wflftr 
at some length on what he did and 
did oft ,do in conducting such tests," 
aIIfrnly Meldrn Levine, represln-- 
iog .SchradeJolr[rei»r^ after the 
hearing. '------ -—'

Godfrey Isaac, Sirhan's attfroly, 
infotmrd .Wenke that he had ris- 
C^r!. the scheruler retesting and 
that Srhrn gave, his consent to the 
proposed procedure. "Naturally-, he is 

i very interested in the outeome," 
Isaac sari. . '

Stehan’s lawyer nominated Charles 
V.M)rfio^ihl.Ioi5^ta^

—Scieste-.-tenteOakland tokServl' on thie^ 
p;'01---^^ WappomtontLor 
Morton, who is president of th^Ctli-; 
femrn Asm. fCrmainalisis, was an-', 
proved by the o^hl5^■trttf^nneys.

He will servi;.on Wpa^l 'with 
CoftedL.-Cunn^
-Alfred.~E-^

>soc. Dir.
Dep. AD 
Dep. AD

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 
Comp.. Syst. 
Ext. Affair's 
Fil

Ident.  
Inspection
In

Eval. __ 
Speck Iov. ____  
Training_____  

Telephone Rm___  
Sec'y —

Depart of Justice* fQfi'i'K^Datiia' 
Clara'county crime laboratory direc? 
tor Lowell Bradford,>inneapplis.■cfi- 
minalist Stanley O. Bergi!and<Dr., 
Ralph F. Turner, a" police science., 
professor at MichiganiSt'ate Universi­
ty- /

Donald Chaaantg<nne of the Florida 
Dtepartmont. of Law Enforcement; 
also had been selected as oimembe^ 
of the panel but he hags informed, th! 
court that he cannot serve. A's,. re­
placement is expected to be'named

CU/

The Washington Post __ 
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York;) 

- ■ . The New York Times' ^ 
The Wall Street Journal

, - Tile Natonnal Observer..
Th^Los Angeles.FTinies

SEP 12 1975
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By Leroy F. Aarons 
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 17- 
Seven years after the ansassi- 
,nation of Sen. Robert F;Kkel:. 
nedy CD-N.Y.), the handling of 
the case has come back. to 
haunt ballistics expert Wolfer.

Wolfer sat in a courtroom 
today facing a battery of nine 
lawyers, some friendly, but 
most of them pressing tough, 
piercing questions about his 
memory of the June 4, 1968, 
slaying of the presidential can­
didate and the subsequent 
conviction of Sirhan Sirhan as 
the lone gunnaan. ।

The twro-day hearing, in Los 
Angers . County Superior 
Court, was a prelude to the re­
examination of the balltstics 

' evidenee|n the Kennedy case 
by ao iodcpeodeot panel of 
.seven experts,' to begin on 
Monday. ' ‘
tic for the police department 
submitted nervously to two 
days of questions about his 
testing of the bulges and his 
testimony at Sirhan’' trial 

' that they all came from one 
■ gun. Again and again, he
replied: . After seven
years, I cannot rkiaB.” In 
some ilnsaenens, he conceded 
i that certain documenss or eli!­
; ment' of kvi(eenee were una- 
Ivailable or apparently had 
(been dintookrdA ( 
। At issue was'this question:! 
Did Sirhan act alone, or, as! 
somefprensieexpkrts are .sug- 
'get^ien,'Was 'there’a' nkcoedl 
!gunman? The latter theory1' 
has grown recnty to a full!

case, and of the kfficiency of 
the investigation.

The panel of seven experts 
was chonkn from a list recom­
mended by nkverill interested 
parties to a lawsuit filed by 
nonn wounded in the Ambassa- 
Paul Schrade, one of five per­
Kennedy was kiBed. Te panel 
dor Hotel pantr-y at the time 
will begin Monday to reexam­
ine bullets recoveedd from the 
ncknk, as well as test bullets 
apparently fired frem Sirhan’s 
gun by Wolf er.

. The ' panels tecrkt . tests, 
which might ultmatteiy in- 
clurk refining of the Sirhan 
weapon, will seek to deter­
mine four things,.according to 
the court order by Judge Rob­
ert A. Wenke:

■1.1s the condition of the ex­
hibbs now such that rename 
identification can still be 
made? Wolfer and othkrt have, 
iedicat:kd that ttoae, wear, and 
unauthorized handling of the 
bullete and the gun may have 
damaged the integrity of the 
evidence. 1

2. If the exhibite are filtered, 
how did they get that way?

3. If idiotifieati()n can be 
>made, does Wtli:krn5 irketifica- 
tion of all the bulks as com­
ing from Sir-han's gun ttand 
”’; „ . ., \

4. Or, is there support for | 
the condemn that aSecond. 
weapon was fired at the time1 
of the assassination?

Today's hearings was to kttBllt-

Ish the kind' of tests Wtlfkr 
performed seven years ago, 
and dktkrmmk that tine bul­
lets, cartridges and gun are 
the namk ones Wolfer dealt 
with at that time.

But attorneys for Schrade, 
Sir-han, and CBS, the latter of 
which is seeking access to evi­
dence for a dtcumkntary on 
assassination,, kept chaBeng- 
ing WolikI•n> tehnique, effi­
ciency and recordeepping.

"Did you mark the bullet 
you used in the compartten 
t;ktt?" CBS attorney Howard
Privett demanded.

“Here today, I do 
know," replikr Wtlfkr.

not

"Did you keep any records

of such a marking?” Privett' 
asked.

“Seven years later, I don't 
know if there was a record 
made."

“Did you make any effort to 
determine rifling marks, lands 
and grooves on the bullets?”

“I don't recall"’
Throughout, Wolfer insisted 

that the Sirhan lballistiss were 
a “routine” matter at the time, 
and therefore, by impiication, 
did not require extensive, de­
tailed recordkeeping. He reit­
erated his miconstopic exami­
nation of ntraitionsl or, the re­
covered bullete and th<nktks-- 
fired by Wolfer show'kd^oin- 
iluilivkly that all came from! a 
single weapon.

The Washington Post _ 
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York) . 
The New York Times — 
The Wall Street Journal . 
The National Observer _ 
The Los Aegekts Times

Date

^-•i^Z-A
Nc' 
rw. CV-4«0>

blown challenge of-the sjig^s ik 
nal evidenee in the Sirhan: x^.
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^No E/idence for 2nd Gun, 
IRFK Death Probers Report

.' ' New York Times News Service

I L.OS ANGELES - A
i panel of firearms experts 

has <ueaeimousry agreed
; that there is no evidencejto , 
। suggest that a second gun, 
, in addition to the convicted 
, assassin’s weapon, was, 
, fiied in t.he June 5, 1968,1 
। kiliing of Sen. Rober-t F | 
' Kennedy.
■ But the seven-member 
; panel, in a three-page 
! comprehensive, joint re­
, port” released by a state 
* court yesterday, said thafit 

had been unable to deter-;
' mine whether three of /the 

buietts it exammed were,

WO-WEEKS AGQUhe something of a miCslOeC^e 1 
inel began testingthfeevi- the case since cri(KS"ortne ;

dence in a jury room fiHed 
with scientific equipment. 

. Each expert conducted a 
separate series of tests, and 
on Saturday each turned 

i over to the judge his fawn 
sealed report along with the

I joint r-epor-t. t
Meldon Levine, Schrade’s

attorney, said he would re­
serve comment on the find­
ings until a news confer- packed courtroom. Wenke 
ence today. He indicated 1 dispefied the suspense 
that although the report •   .................
presumed that only one gun 
had been used,' his client
would not accept that con­
clusion without, studying 
each report in detail.
« Thomas Krantz, a lawyer

, fired from the pistol used I 
by Sir-han B. Sir-ham, who is , 
serving a life senteicce at; 
San Quentin. Indicators 6There is no substantive 

■orj dcmoestrable evidence 
, tolindicate that more than, 

< one gun was used,” the ex-.
---------- — _ . ,------------ ' perts reported to Wenltlt.

I the years had made identic he hoped the panels; find- - 
। ficatmimpos’ibto. । / ^gs would end,speculation
! Ll about a conspiracy, he real- , REC

PROPONENTS of the | 3^ that there wer-e several /.
other theorizes in addition to' u

' were stronger for the other who represented the distri 
( four buHets fired that night. Attorne/s office in the r 

The experts said deteroo- testings, said that aithou; 
ration of the bullets over :____ — -----—

“second-gun theory” con-
1 sidered the ideetificatieH of I 

two of the three bullets crui-i thie second-gun theory?.
cial in determmjgg whether 

; anyone besddes Sir-han fired', 
i a weapon in the Ambassa-l _ _ _
1 dorrffteW foere was^ned one'egu^^
' The two buUets 0ne fi-xJ QM/l iimiiM ho r»Afl

SIRHAN’S attorney, 
Godfrey Isaac, said that he 
was now “forced to believe

„ *"" T T fired, and would be coJ 
, i?emoved from Keenedy s cereed with no future legali 
! i0dyh0aed•^.rnc iakCnJi?m proceedings in connection! Mother victim showed m Lh the second gun on be­

, ballistics tests what some wnfnf hkHipnt g। Investigators have said are half of his client- , 
| apparent differences in the । ------------- -- - '-------------*
! ldcetiryigg markmgs toft

The retesting by seven of

by a gun barre,, suggesting ! 
that perha’s' the bullets 

1 wer-e fired fr-om different 
■ gums.
, Retesting of the cvidleecc 
I.in the Sir-han case was, 
I ordered Aug. 14 by Los An- | 
; getos Superior Court Judge | 
, Rober-t A. Wenlee on a r-e- ■ 
j quest by Paul Schrade, a

former United Auto Work-1

the top firearms experts in 
the country, who wer-e . 
flown here at county ex­
pense, came Sept. 26 when . 
four test bullets wer-e fired -1 
from the Sir-han gun into'a i 
sir-foot-tall water tank. J

The test was considered ।

ers official who was injured ! 
Iin the shooting, and by the 
CBS television network, 1 
which is planning a doeu- , 
.mentary on the assassrria-

Legal Coun. --------  
Telephone Rm. ----  
Director Sec'y -----

police investigation have t 
। insisted for years that the 
| retiring was a simpte way 
J to end second-gun theory, 
i speculation. ■ I 
' The EXPERTS attached 

lengthy worksheets to their 
report, detaiimg what tests 
they had made.

The report was read in a

f Asst. Dir.:
Admin. ________
Comp. Syst. ------  
Ext. Affairs------  
Files SCom.^ 
GsnJnv./J'C----- 
Ideint,^,-----------  
Inspectlnn --------  
Intell. -------------  
Laboraoory -------- 
Plan. & EvaL ---  
Spec. Inv. ---------

quickly, saying the experts, 
had found no reason to be-, 
lieve that anyone other thin 
Sirhan had been involved in ! 
the shooting;. ,
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fRFK Death Evidence
Destruction Explained

- By Robert Meyers
Special to The Washington Port

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 2L-| to investigate the police de- 
Two ceiling panaAs taken from partmeot’r handling of the as-
the Ambassador Hotel after J_varrioattpn investigation, 
the 1958 arvavsioltton of Sen.ithe 1958 arvavsioltton of Sen.i 
;Robert F. Klonedk have beeo! 
• destroyed by the Los Angelesl
iPolice Department;, an official' 
1said today. , z . ' : 
1 Arrirtant Chief Daryl F.; 
I Gates appeared before t;he Los 
I Angeles City Council to ex- 
J plain news reports that cer-1 
tain pieces of physical evi-i 
Idence had been destroyed by( 
hr department. , 
i Appearing with Gates war' 
'Dion Morrow, a lawyer on rpe-' 
'cial'assignment to Los Ange-- 
Her city attorney's offcd,, 
iwhich representr the polfce.

Morrow told Councilmon 
I Zev Yaroslavsky,, who has 
been raising questions about! 

! the -poRce investigation of 
!Kennedy's death, that not all, 
| material ctllectld by the po-| 
I Hee war regarded ar evidenee. ; 
i Morrow explained that only! 
materiail formally accepted by 
the court .was, strictly speak­
ing, evidence.

• The twd ceiling panels, X 
pays of the|panels, and records 
I of the X Tays were all re- 
j garded ar otn^vid^otiary ma- 
1 terial, Morrow raid. ! 
। Gattes added that such ma.te-i 
।i-ial war destroyed “because iti 
ihad no evidentiary value. We; 
would need a building bigger 

. than Parker Center if we were 
t;o keep all such material,” he; 
said. ‘

During the iVa-hour discus, 
sion of the issue, t;he council-, 
man did not question Gat;es or 
Morrow about a sleeve fromi 
Kennedy's coatAand specto-j 
graphic bullet analysis, which) 
were also reported to be ms®-; 
ing. . .

Yaros'avsky, unsatisfied; 
with today's hearing, said hei 
will introduce a motion Friday! 
callmg._for a special committee!

55NOV281975
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uit Criticizes Control
*f Data in RFK Slaying

■ LOS ANGELES, Aug.’ 16 
(UPI)—Claiming that some ev­
idence in the Robert JYKent. 
nedy_ assassination case ' has 
been lost or destroyed, five 
joumalitts asked the courts 
Freay to take the remaining 
evidence out of the control of

’ police and county officiais.
A. companion action asked 

that all evidence and, exhibits 
used in the trial of convlcedd 
Kennedy assassin Sir-han Si- 
rhanand the 'upcoming.probe

of that case be made available 
for inspection by the pubic:. , 
™ The suit claims that missing1 
evidence in the case - includes 
ceiling panes from the An-- 
battaeor Hot:el, where Ken-' 
nedy was shot after winning 
the 1968 California Demo­
cratic presidential primary,; 
that • "may prove that mi 
than eight' shots were fire 
Such evidenee would be of 
terest since Sirhan’s gun co

in- 
ild

fire only eight shots. . 1
; The Washington Post

TOP

FWOK® USE AND f«W

■ Washington Star-News — 
: Daily News (New Yo^) _ 

; The ,New York Times------  
■ The Wall Street Journal — 
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s BY JACK F. FOX
LOS ANGELES (UPI ) -- THE TALKING ENDS TODAY IN THE "SECOND GUN”

PROBE OF THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT KENNEDY AND THE SHOOTING STARTS I 
MONDAY. ,

A THREE DAY COURT HEARING TO CONCLUDE TODAY WAS CALLED TO CONFIRM ; 
THE IDENTITY OF SIR JAN SOHAN'S PISTOL, THE BULLETS REMOVED FROM I 
KENNEDY AND BYSTANDERS AND OTHER EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED TO A PANEL 
OF SEVEN EXPERTS FROM ACROSS THE NATION. ' I

DEWAYNE WOLFER, THE CRIMINALIST WHO FIRST TESTED THE GUN AND OTHER; 
EXHIBITS FOR SIR HANS TRIAL. TESTIFIED WEDNESDAY THAT THE MATERIAL • 
HAS GREATLY CHANGED DURING THE SEVEN YEARS SINCE HIS EXAMINATION AND 
MAY NOW BE USELESS AS EVIDENCE. ;

AT ISSUE IS WHETHER ANOTHER GUN WAS FIRED IN THE AMASSADOR HOTEL U 
KITCHEN WHEN KENNEDY WAS SHOT THERE IN 1968.

ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO DOUBT* THE SHHAN EMPTIED HIS REVOLVER AT 
KENNEDY FROM' CLOSE RANGE, SECOND GUN THEORISTS MAINTAIN THAT NOT ALL . 
OF THE BULLETS FIRED COULD HAVE COME FROM’ SIRHAH’S PISTOL, THEY ARGUE' 
THAT THERE ARE INDIC AT! ONS MORE SHOTS WERE FIRED THAN THE EIGHT 
SUMAN'S PISTOL HELD AND THAT MARKINGS ON THE BULLETS REMOVED FROM ■ 
KENNEDY AND FIVE WOUNDED BYSTANDERS DO NOT MATCH, SHOWING THEY CAME , 
FROM DIFFREENT GUN. !

THE PANEL OF SEVEN EXPERTS IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN TEST’S MONDAY, ,
REFIRINI SI RUAN'S PISTOL TO GET FRESH SLUGS FOR COMPARISON WITH THE 1 
BULLET'S REMOVED FROM KENNEDY AND THE OTHERS-.

WOLFER WAS ASKED WENESDAY WHETHER THE STRIATIONS — MARIS LEFT ON 
THE LEAD BY PASSAGE THROUGH THE GUN BARREL -- ARE THE SAME ON THE 
SLURS TODAY AS THEY WERE WHEN HE FIRST EXAMINED THEM. ■"I'M SURE THEY'RE NOT," HE REPLIED.

HE TESTIFIDD THAT HE FOUND THE BULLETS SO "TREUEENDOUSLY DARKENED” 
BY AGE THAT HE NEEDED A MAGNIFLINI GLASS TO DETECT HIS INITIALS. 
ETCHED ON THEIN WITH AN ELECTRIC PENCIL AS AN IDENTIFYYNNG MARK IN 
1 968.

HE IDENTIFIED HIS MARK ON BULLETS EEMO-EE FROM KENNEDY AND TWO OF 
THE WOUNDED, IRWIN STROLL AND IRA GOLDSTEIN AND PULLED FROM A MANILA 
ENVELOPE A REVOLVER HE IDENTIFIED AS SUDAN’S. .

WHEN AN ATTORNEY FOR SIRHAN ASKED WHETHER IT WAS STILL, IN IT’S
ORIGINAL CONDITION, WOLFER SAID HE WOULD 
DETERMINE THAT . HE STARTED TO DO so.

"THAT WILL NOT BE NECCESARY," THE JUD 
HIM.

TRIGGER T

UPI 09-18,^4:5 6 AED
1U0^975 _ -

O WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Memory Hazy After

By Leroy F. Aarons

LOS ANGELES, Sept, i-,

nation of Sen. Robert F.rKen; 
nedWO-N-Y’-), the handling of' 
the case has come back to 
haunt ballistiss expert DeWayne 
Woner.

Wolfer sat in a courtroom 
today facing a battery of nine 
lawyer), some ■friendyr, but 
mpst of them pressing- tough, 
piercing questions about his 

: memory of the June 4, 1968, 
.slaying of the presidential pan- 
:didate and the subsequent 
conviction of Sirhan Sirhan as 
the lone gunman. -

The two-day hearing,in Los 
Angetes County Superior 
Cour), was'a prelude to the re­
examination of the balhsties 
evidence in the Kennedy case 
by an independent panel of 
seven experts, to begin on 
Mlonday.— --—^

Wolfer, now chief of baltis- 
tics for the police department 
submitted nervously .to two 
days of questions about his 
testing of the buRete and his 
testimony at Sirium's trial 
that they all came from one 
gun. Again and again, hie 
replied: ,“. . . After seven 
years, I cannot recall.” In 
some insaaness, hie conceded 
that certain docunlents or ele- 
menas of evidenee were una- 
vailabll or apparently had 
been destroydd.

■ At issue was this question: 
Did Sirhan act alone, or, as 
some for■lnsil experss are sug­
gesting, was there a second 
gunman? The latter theory 
has grown recently to a full 
blown chaHenge of the origt- 
naUxoviidemce in the1—Sirnan

the investigation.
The panel of seven -experts', 

was chosen from a list recom­
mended by several interested 
parties to, a-lawsuit filed by 
Paul Schrade, oneaf five per-­
sons wounded in the Ambassa­
dor Hotel pantry at the time 

। Kennedy was kilted. The panel 
will begin Mlonday to re-exam­
ine bullets rgcoveged from the 
sceng, as well as test bullets 
apparently fired from Sirhan’s 
gun by Wolfe!—-' '

The panel's tecrgt tesss, 
-which might ultimately in­
clude rlfiring -of'the Sirhan 

■ weapon; will'' sggk to-,dgtgr- 
minl four things, according to 
the court order by Judge Rob-j 
ert A. Wenke: ■ [

1. Is the condition of the ex-1 
hibits now such that reliabtel 
identii'ication can ('till be 
made? Wolfer and others ■ have 
indicated that time, wear, and 
unauthorized handling of the 
bullelts and the gun may have 

’ damaged, the integrity of the 
evidence..

2. . If the exhibits are altered,: 
how’ did they get that way? '

3. If idlntif:K:atton can be 
made, does Wolfer's identftiia- 
tion of all the bullets as com­
ing from Sirhan’s gun stand 
up?

4. Or, is tlhiere. support for 
the conclusoon that a second 
weapon was fired at the time. 
of the assassination? 33==®®?==^

.a^jhtyi5-hlaring was to Utah

performed seven years .ago, 
and dltgrmi.nl that the bul­
lets, cartridges and , gun are 
the same ones Wolfer dealt 
with at that time.

Bgtwllttllnw for Schram 
Sirhan,-and_CTM^^s^**~iier of

WhtlalJs.Sggking accgss''toev-- 
dgncg for a documgotaiyyo>o 
assassinations, kept thallenn: 
ing Wolfer?' tehoiqul, effi­
ciency and recordkeeping.

"Did you mark the bullet 
you used in the comparloon 
test?" CBS attorney Howard 
Privett demanded.
,,, “Here today,’, I do not 
know." r.lelild Wolfgr ,

•Ddyou keep any records 
■ of3ul®~a'xmarkioig?’r,privett 
askeear^ <.__j_s_.,

“Seven years later, I don't 
know if there was a record 
made.” -

“Did you make any effolt to 
detlrmioe rifihig marks, lands 
and grooves on the bullets?"“I don't recall."

Throughout, Wolfer insisted 
'hat the Sir-han ballistics were 
a “routine” matter at the time, 

.and therefore, by impIlcati(0), 
did not require extensiee, de­
tailed 'rlcordkleeing. He re.it 
erated his mlcooloepic: examt. 
nation of stirations on the re­
covered bullets andrfhos.e (test-i 
fired by Wolfer SheWgfe■ioni 
llurtvolg■$~at all camefomia 

['single weapon, 0 # f ;.
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/ LOS ANGELES - The City Council' 
'took the first step yesterday to joinl 
the counity government in pressing fori 
a new investigation of the assassina-f 
tite, of Sen. Robert F.. Kennedy, de-* 
spite opposition from the police de{ 
partment.

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky moved( 
to ask the police department to turn’ 
over all fties and evidence in the case! 
and was supported by eight of the 14! 
other council membess. The police । 
chief and. the 'police commission al­
ready have refused to provide that in-i 
formation to the couniy! ’

In another- development, former Losi . 
ATgetes County prosecutor Vincent'. .
Bugtiosi ways .he has information! 
about a possibee coevprracy in the as-1 
sassination, but he will reveal it only 

|to independent investigating body. j
( In I a letter to ctunry sUpervitovs 
Monday, Bugliosi said he gotthe infor­
mariOn from “peop!e who have been ! 
devoting their lives to this RFK j - 
thing.” But h.e decli.ned to r-eveal the [ 
information or his sources;, saying they i 
hadte.ome toJhmgagclierits.. j

Spec. inv.
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|The Washington. Post _j 
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■ The New York Times
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■ The Los Angeles Times
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, DA
I KENNEDY 9-25
! LOS ANGELES (UPI ) -- SEVEN COURT-APPHOTED EXPERTS EXAMINED
I BULLETS FIRED FROM THE GUN OF SIRHAN B. SIRHAN THURSDAY IN AN ATTEMPT 

TO DETERMINE WHETHER A "SECOND GUN" WAS USED IN THE 1968
i ASSASSINATINN OF ROBERT F. KENNEDY. .

THE FORENSIC SCIENTISTS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY WERE WORKING IN A
1 LABORATORY SPACE SET ASIDE BY LOS ANGELES PRESIDING JUDGE ROBERT
• WENKE. : .

THE ORIGINAL GUN USED BY SIRHAN, NOW SERVING A LIFE TERM AT SAN ’ 
, QUENTIN PRISON. HAD NOT YET BEEN REFIRED AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEYS *
, OFFICE SAID THE PROCEDURE WAS so DELAYED THAT IT MAY NOT OCCUR WITHIN '

THE NEXT WEEK. *
_ TWO LOS ANGELES POLICE OFFICER TESTIFIED AT A HEARING BEFORE WENKE 
THURSDAY THAT THEY COULD FIND NO ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE REPORT'S IN THEIR 
FILES CONCERNING THE INVESTIGATE!ON OF KENNEDY'S KILLING IN JUNE, 

। 1968, IN PANTRY OF THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL.
I DEWAYNE WOLFER, CHIEF F ORENSIC CHEMIST OF THE LOS ANGLES POLICE 
'., DEPARTMENT, WHO PERFORMED THE BALLISTICS TESTS AFTER KENNEDY'S 
i KILLING. SAID HE COULD NOT TESTIFY ABOUT HIS EXPERIMENTS WITHOUT
, DOCUMENTS TO REFRESH HIS MEMORY.

J UPI 09-25 08:10 PED

YO

^.rsKm.^^ ■■>:<«*•». Invoicing., 
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LAPD Criminalist Who Testified on Firearms 
tCLA§scssin's Trial Seeks to Bar New Check^^ j

,Attorneys involved in itleJcourt-or- 
deredieesting of Sinam B. Sirnan's 
gun and rfexamrnatirn of the buUem 
in the Sen Robert F. Kennedy assas­
sination case agi•fed Monday on 
which experts should conduct .the 
tests. ’ ’ '

The lawyess also came to an agi•ee- 
ment on what questions the tests 
should! answer, according to doc- 
umenss . filed with. Robert Wenlee, 
pi'friring judge of the loss Angdes; 
County Superior Couirt. ‘

Wenke is scheduOed'to pr•es:idf over L 
a hearing TtlurlrCay to finish drawing! 
up proceduees for the scteniiit-c tests 
he ordered Aug. 14 at the request of 
CBS and Paul Schradf, one of the 

' five per'sons woumded the night Ken­
nedy was fatallyi shot seven years 
ago at the Ambassador. • 

. However, in a surprise develop­
ment, DeWayne Wolfer, the Los An- 
gflfsPol-ce Department (lc^mtnaltsi 
Wht^^E§iftkri on firearm§~lr^frt:lf-aa- 

tion at the Sirhan trial, filed a motoon'i

^erSC4
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I were Cortarnd Cunningtcam of the FBI in Wessington" 
Dfel^Mtnnieapolrs criminclirt Stanley 0. Berg; Lowell 
Bradford, former Santa Clara County crime laboratoyy di­
rector; Oakland police department criminalist John Davis; 
Alfred A. Biasotii of the California Department of Justice 
in Sacramento, and Dr. Ralph F. Turner, police science 
professor at Mcchigan State Uriverrity in East .Larsiing, 

; Mich. ' ^==5=® . a .
j Thee recommended starting date-for the testing fc Sept.
! 22. It was cgi•ffd that the experto should attempt to an- 
■ swer the following questions:; . ' ' . ■
' 1—s the condition of the exhibit at the present time ,

such that a rehabfe fifearms identificatirn can now be
। made? ■

2—If the fxhibirs are no longer in a corditiori that per-
mits a reliable' firearms identificatinn, what accounts for
that conclusion?

J ^MiH 'firearms identification, can now be made,, does

Georgie Franscell, an attorney rep­
resenting Woieer, argued in a friend- 
of-the-court brief that neither CBS
nor Schradf had any stcrding to ask 
the court for rfexcr^inatlrn of the 
evidence.-

On behalf of Wofeer, Franscell 
mainaahedd that some of the experts 
suggested for the testnig were preju­
diced. Wenke is expected to rule on 
Wolfer's motion Thussday.

The agreement to have seven ex­
perts on the panel hardting the re- ( 
testing was agreed upon not only by 
CBS and Schi•adf but also by attor­
neys representing the state aitorrfy 
general, the district attorney, the 
county counsel and Sir•tlan. .

Names of the six experts were sub-, 
mitted it'Wenlee, with a seventh still 
iOif,s^lgg8sied by Sirhlart,sJawrfil^-.■

Jointly recommended for the panel
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s=
; such an exammation confirm the original identification', 

1 made atlne trial of Sirhan?
' 4—Do the exhibits io any way support a conclusion <

that a tecoind weapon was fired at the time oi i.he atsas-1 
tinatton? '

Thomas Kranz, the special counsel appointed by acting 
Dist. Atty. John Howard to represent him, and Dept. Dist. 
Atty.. Dink Bozan:ich filed a position paper with Wenke 

i arguing for a considerably more detailed testing pi-oce- 
j dure than was agreed to by the other ct1troless involved 
j in the recxamin;ttion. ' ^=4*®* ' ■
I "We think very specific procedures should be outlined 
i before the testing begins and we are hopeful that the 1 
! judge will agree at the hearing Thussday," Kranz said. 
i The only other major suggestion not mutually agreed ; 
I upon was the suggestion by Schrade's attorney, Meldon ' 
J Levine, that a cttrdinator be appointed for the testing i 
1 prefect. " ■ )
| Levine nominated Dr. Robert F. Joling, the president of j
. the American Academy of Forenste Sciencss, to serve in 
j that rote. ' . ।
, „ A,spepid committee of the academy recen£lvjecngi- i 
, mencled that the ballistics evidence be reexamined be-

j7cc;use^mir'oscopic - photographs,■.lodicated~i ihctJbullct ! 
■ taken from the neck of Kennedy did nM mcteh U■p with ; 
_ one that struck bystander William Wessel in the stomach.! ' 
j The committee's findmgy, plus .reports from1 other j
; firearass experts, have led to inareasog speculation that J 
■ there was more than one gun fired in the hotel pantry ! 
! when Kennedy was fatally 'hot June 5,1968ht!? ' I
\ The five-member commitle^MoOCiy•rnCmC^ •

} Bernardi to serve as chcil’ncan butt then2 boudj^ even ! 
I agree on what the name of the committee.should bet j
' Councilman Zev Ycrosiavsky, whotc reto^ulOnIcre^^^ j
1 the ad hoc group, wanted it t,o be. calei tfie.Special Ad • 
! Hoc Committee to Review the RobertF1. .Kennedy Assas- i 
l 'matoon Invesligation. ' i„..; ..r;' ;.
' But Councilman John F. Fercato asked that the com- j 
* mittee have| a narrower title and-scope lHi.ing1tt pur- 1 
) pose to Ievicwirg police procedures in the, Kennedy case f 
• and other investigatinss. '“'T5’ . . . !
, It was decided to delay naming tin committee until af- f 

ter a ircotcript of the previ(uis council meeting could be ( 
prepared to see if those proceedings shed.lighten what [ 

’jhei^pe of t.he commtte^e^ ta.sk should bei. ।
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KENSALT Mr. G 
Mr.

gher■

* | adt rex ASSASSINATIN'* LOS ANGELES CUPOi) . '
YAROSLAVSKY SAUFNK CONTAcTHCA POLICE commander AND two men mow 

THWJYnATTOS^^ ARGILS AND THEY COU&
NEiTnH DENY NW CONFIRM ^CRRROU S STATEMENT * I 'k '
. MORROW, in sacraEST! there he was on business* sait the n^sfap® 
ARTICLE TAS "SURSTANTIAILY CORR&T* THOUGH ME HADN'T YEAR IT*

HE SAID HE LEARNED FROM SOMEONE WITHIN THE LOS ANGELES POLICE, 
Ti ARTMENT THAT IN JUNE. 1 ^«^> A •LCN-lCHsW’ POHCE EMPLOYE DECIDED- 
TO DESTROY THE CEUIIG PAN9L9, BECAUSE THE SHIAN TRIAL TAS OVER AND - 
THE PANELS WERE NOT JSTMUDAmD AS EVIDENCE

-HE SLEWS TAS CUT FROM KE^EW’S COAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER- 
BECAUSE ONE OF THE WOUNDS TAS UNDER THE ARM.

TO DESTROY

T
. SURE .HE police didst keep everytHING THEY ACiyi RD FROM THE

SSUGATION." ME SA. "THEY ALSO KEPT A GREAT Dm,*
MORROW REPRESENTS THE miCEloMSSia AND THE CITY IN VARIOUS

cm CASHES W 
EVIDENCE AND F

HAVE BEEN F UP THE ASSASSINATOR

"AS FAR AS I KNO 
INFLATED that some 
YAROSLAVSKY SAID.
4 i"THIS IS NO. A N

TO THE PUMJCa
W* THIS J’S ThE foist time that AN YONE HAS­
; Of This unfoHmatkn is no lon r arowjv

T

: G5#34 PET

:." HE SAID. "THIS WAS AN
Onss not only toouchtt this country- 
T ONE YEAR AFTER THE ASSASSINATOR.

AS THE CKUNG PANELS BAS
ESSOCOS.*

F^'O
dbf^/ ft
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• RFK Death 
: Evidence i
i Probe Eyed y
J , Reuter J
g'LOS ANGELES, Aug. 2^j 

. The Los Angeles City Council .' 
.Iio day ordered an investigation; 
into a report that some of the? 

। evidence in the assassination , 
of'Sen. Robert F. Kennedy has ! 
'disappeared or been de- 
■.stroyed. 1 , - ■ ;
; 'The council deeisoon came| 
shortly after, a Los Angeles 
Superior Court judge ordered, 
a retiring of the revolver with 

, Whi.Ch Sirhan Sir-han. shot Ken­
nedy: This Was to test the the­

' ory that there may have been 
a second gunman/at the scene.

1 The council'Set a hearing'’ 
’ for Thursday following a story. 
.in the city’s l.egal newspaper,. 

1 The Daily Journal, quoting an' 
official in the city’s legal of; 
fice as saying that bullet-mar, 
ketc'eiling panels from the ho-;

; tel kitchen where the senator 
w'as killed in June, 1968, had

' been destroyed. _
Dion- Morrow; a special 

counsel in the city attorney's 
' office, was quoted as saying.-: 
‘There were no Krays macle of 
the . ceiling paness, and the 
panek were destroyed in June 
of ,1969. ■ -

‘There w'as no plaice to keep 
them—you can’t fit ceiling 
panels into a card file." i

Morrow also said the lift) 
sleeve of Kennedy's coat ^dis-j 
appeared before Sirhan! trial • 
in 1969. .

Advocates of the “two gun” ; 
conspiracy theory claim that; 

‘ markings on the, bullets fired 
,at the scene show they could 
. not all have come from Si- 
rhan’s gun. " . _

' Judge Robert Wenke ialt 
week ordered a panel of balRs- 

i tic experts to be set up to re­
' fire Sirhan’s gun early next 
month.’ ■' ■ !■ J

' Sirhan trial Judge Herbert 
; Walker ordered? the evidence 
■ in the case preserved,after W 
rhan was sentence to death. 
The death sentence was .'later

' commuted to a life sentence, 
. and the Palestinian immigrant 
! will be due for parole in 1986.

TOP CLIPPNE 

DATED_8-2OS75 
from WehdC:^pi■>newe 
MARKED FILE AND |NtAO

S'dr'vice
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Sen. Kennedy’s Death

Procedures Used by 
Police in Probe
’ BY JOHN KENDALL

N ..jaiBILL FAKIR

7N^otS■=■8eViO■ years after, the, case 
was officially considered closed, the 
City Council decidied Friday to re­
view the Los Angees Police Depart­
ment's procedures in the investiga­
tion’ of,-the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F/Kennedy. .

Council‘membesstin apparent re- 
spomse to growing public questions 
and demands to reopen aspects of the 
case—ooeed 10 to 1 to form a special 
five-memerr committee to conduct 
the review.

Mtanwlilte .Friday, two private pe- 
tittoners who had taken court action 
to get access to police case informa­
tion lost before Los Angeees Superior 
Judge Norman Dowds.

Dowds refused to order the LAPD j 
to open its files on the Kennedy as-1 
sassinatom to CBS Televition and j 
Paul Schrade, one of five persons 
wounded at the time Sen. Kennedy i 
was shot;. , . , i

After the council volte, Councitaian , 
Zev Yarosaavsky expressed pleasure I 
with the decision. He described it as t 
a "great step forward”11 for the coun­
cil in asserting its responsibllity for 
legsatUed inquiry. .

The freshman legislator offered a 
resolution for formation of an ad hoc 
commtttte lust week after the LAPD. 
discloste -that ceilnig panels taken 
from the Ambassador's pantry had 
been destroyed. '

Asst.. Poloe Chief Daryl Gates told 
'the council the panels only had 
mtaoolg as evidence when they were 
examined in the pantry where KtOt 
nedy- was^shot. Three bUbsas 
.wtrejoJth£m,__.

CommSstoo^eb)ecaute it is thegovem- 
ing body of the Police Department’ 
and part of the executive branch of 
government of the city," Yaroslavsky 
said. . . 1

During the etbate on Yaroslavsky^ 
Eotoon, Councilman Marvin Braude, 

ho voted against the resolution, 
argued that questions about the Ken- 
otey casse should be asked of the Po­
lice Commission. ’

"'Why do we have, to set up anoth- 
ler Ad Hoc Committee?" he asked. 
"Ths is oothing more than a police 
rtvewboare and it disciedtfe the Po­
lice Commission." • . .

Tne=-DAYD)'S position wasmsrcssdd~ 
by LAPD Comdr1. Joe GUno7HtSatd 
the department had no objection to 
an inquiry into methods of eisposiog 
of property not intooduced as 
evidence.

However, he said, "We think it 
wouki be a mistake to have an ad 
hoc committee to look specificany 
into the assassmatinn of Robert F. 
Kennedy.

"We don't think that is the issue. 
We think the issue is: How ete the 
Los Angees Police Department dis- 
posse of property that is not intro­
duced into court?" - —^

The question of scope of the review 
seemed certain to become a central 
issue in early organizational meetings 
of the special committee. ' ..

Formation of’ the committed was 
approvd-by council members John 
S. Gibson Jr., Emani Bernardi, David 
Cunningham. Robert FarrelL.john 
FeriOroTGilbert Lindsay. Arthur-K.
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Council'member's louis R. Nowell, 
Pat Russell, Robert M. Wilkinsoo and. 
DonaW D. Lorenzen were not pr’esent 

’ for the final vote. . a t ‘ f ,
Farrell offered' an amendment^ 

empower the Ad Hoc Committee to 
conduct "investigaOons : relative ”*tQ; 
other incedents of allegicsd police mis-. 
!conduct" but it failed by a S^-vote.' 
j At the same time the topic wasjbea 
ffore the City Council, Dowds '.was, 
ttartog ltogity legal argueto^te(po;• 
the efforts by CBS and Schradert'o 
have the pohce fhes on the fevestigay. 
tion optotd to the news medit.aoeL 
generalpubhc. j

Both CBS and Sctr■a.ee wtrt .seek-k 
ogrtsst&s 'o the Police DepartOit's'■ 
,10t■iOlluIne summary of itlt 'investiga-
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' t^hrades petition was boaderh 
and asked for release of all physical,

• evidence plus the full 50,000 pages of { 
tole^®vle documents “MheUos-j sessroW-the police.[

| Apparently, the commission will adopt a precedur
^ miliar to .that it has. adopted’in the matter of questions j 
[ about the Robert F. Kennedy assassination case. In short, 
f it will establish a committee of a police official and a com- , 
i missioner, assisted by legal counsel, to respond to specific 1 
i requests of the Senatecommittee.
! • A committee spokesman explained last , week that the 

■ committee, headed by Sen. Frank Church (D-Ida.), is 
i ”t.r}iing to find , out whether or not the Untted States has 
'I been dtvtloping a system of a national poHce department 1 

where local police departnteitts act as small branchies ... , 
,■ "This issue has to be resolved," ■ the spokesman said. 

■ ''Are l.ocal pohce being used'by the CIA to get around lim-
■, itations imposed on CIA activities?" ■_ ।

■ Pfaelzer, asked Friday for her view of recent controver- ' 
sy- eurroundigg various statemenes made by the poUce ' 

; chief, said she has found in her work on the commission 
: that Davs is "generally pretty reasonable once he gets - 
■ the fust shot firid." •' .
j J. Nonethetess, she expressed conCern that DavF, in his 1 
. public statemente, appeals to "be going in a very calculat- ' 

ed way towards something. What that is, I can't eay.', ;
'• ' The commissioner added, "If he gets to the point where । 

hie has made it impossible for us (in the commission) to do ' 
other than public relations work:, then well have to deal •

i with it . . . We may get t.o the point where we have a ' 
confroitaaoonn, butI_donlt want to get to that point unless j 

; it's, necessary”-2'^ ' __=-====* i
_ "I don't appreciate all this constant turmoil. The chi^f is ■ 

f;caue!ngytrto what end I don't know," she said. „U—“•
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POLICE YIELD A Bit 
ON EENEDDY INQUJIYY

' LOS ANGELES, Aug. 22 (JPI) 
i' —Officials" backed down a bit 
I Thursday in thei resolve, to 
1 keep police fifes on the Robert i 
. F.Eennedy assassination sealed, ‘ 
i' agreeing ’ to answer written I 
■ questions about the 1968 shoot:-1 
■ iing and the ensuing police in-! 
:. vestigatioh. ,
< But the Police Commission I 
1 still refused to turn over fifes : 
, on the, case to anyone, includ- 1 
‘ ing the authorises directing a ’. 
re-examinaofen of the case to 
determme' whether there may ! 
have been a second gunman in

' addition to the convicted assas­
sin, Sirhan B. Sirhan. • ,

A high-ranfegg police official, ■ 
meanwhife, insisted at a City i

•. Council hearing. that any mate- 
ltai.gai:hel•ed during the origtaal 
investigatfen and later de- , 
stroyed was'inefevant and had ; 
“abeolutery no bearing' on the . 
case to determone the guilt or, । 

1 innocence of anyone.”' ‘;
The commission authorized a 

five-member panel to receive 
written' questions from any io- 
terested party and to compsee 

■ written repli.es contalniing as 
■ much avaiaabfe iofor•maiioo• as 
pOssibfe. ,

Io cases where the quleilool!r 
desires elaboration, he will meet; 
io 'pel'eo>n with one member of 
the committee. All respossss 
'will be based on a variety of 

, materials includmg a 10-volume 
summary.of the pOhce investi­
gation, fifes' of “factual back-up 
material," •photogaalJils If the 
'death scene and the autopsy on 
Mr. Eennedy’s body and^tate-., 

,Ments by eyewntoesses.. ... ,,i
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Nine on Council Urge
Police to DiscloseDat'a

— - STnSSSt^—-tfL—L _ r I I H I I ■■ — - - - • - .    _

BY WILLIAM FARR
:~'~LM ftmf5 Vf W-iierfc
Nine city crunCttmen joe

day in a motoon urging the Los An­
geles Police Department to make 

• public its investigative files and the 
1 physical evidence in the Rober’t F

Kennedy assassination case. *
The motion, introduced by Council­

man Zev Yaroslavsky, was referedd 
to the councils-' Police, Fire and Civil
Defense Committee without debate. •

Yarosaavsky said he expected the 
committee to conduct a hearing on 
the matter within the next ceveI,al
weeks. - ' - ■ . -
. At a City Hail press conference pri­
or to submittigg the motion, Yaro-.,
slavsky told newsmen: .

; "I'm not a lawyer, neither am I a 
। baltistics expert. I don't have t,he an- 
I swecs here in my pocket. T’hie Polc:e 
j Department holds the evidence that 
. could resolve some of the doubts sur-

Je

■ rrunding Sent. Kennedy's tragic death.
■ "We are simply doing what we can
' to aid the people of Los Angeees in
I rbtantmg the answers to their ques-
। tions. The pubic has a right to know

.... the answers to these questions. They
[ ~are relatively easy to resolve?1 J .

•. Jamnslavsyv said he thought the wide cr^t)cc-cectiOI^0fi~ 
councll'members who seconddd his motion "tc incicattiee

? of the people' insistence that the answers—or nonan- 
■ sweers-we have been given up to date are not caticfactrl•' 
ry.." . ' . .

; Joining Yaroslavsky in the motion were Dave Cunning­
. ham, Robert Farrell, John S. Gtbcon Jr., Gilbert W. Lind- 
1’ say, louis R. Nowell, Pat Ruccell, Arthur K. Snyder and 
• Peggy Stevenson. ^ ^ ..s
5 Yaroclavsky was flanked at t,he press conference by 
;Cuimmghmn and Paul .Schrade, a former ;UhiCldi Auto 
Workers unton official whowasseriouslywourdled acthe

■ stood near Kennedy on the night the c•enator ‘w;as_clain> 
LScvc5:aarS![agrt;teL_J2LL^
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T^AskeLwhether the motion, if passed by the full, council,, 
would be binding on Police Chief Edward ML Davis, Cun- 

i;ningtemi said he was not certain but that he thought the 
,; chief "certainly would heed the message."
, ■ Schrade, who has succeeddd in getting a court order to 

: have Sirhan Sirhmr's gun retested and the bullet evidence 
i:in his trial reexamined, also has filed suit to gain 'access to 
',.the PoUce Departments files on the case. CBS has filed a 
similar suit..

1 Both Schrade and the televsaon network went t,o court 
vaft,er the Los Angeles PoRce Commission turned down 
:their requests for a 10-volume summary of the investiga-

::tom compited by the Police Departoient.
"I am pleased t,hat the nine members of the council have 

itaken this initiative," Schrade said, "and I hope the PoRce
1 Department will begin to realize how widespread t,he con-.
: icern is."
.; Regarriing the prevous decision of the Pohce Commis-
; sion to deny release of the 10-volume summary, Yaroslav­
sky said:

. 'The members of the Polcae Commission are not elected
<by the voters, but my fellow council members and I are, 
:and are directly responsible to the citizens of this city. It

■ is our responsibiiity to act on their behalf,"
. ■ The police commiisiloneI•s renier the request by CBS
, .1and Schrade on the grounds that t,he release of the inves-

1tigative files would violate the privacy of innocent per­
, ••sons and breach the confidentiality inherent to all police

•itavlsttigaUoss. ^===5> ,
, However, the comnrissioners pronused to develop a ;
, 'procedure to fully answer queries on the case from the : 

publicand the news media. .



0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75)

r

New RFK Death Probe Set1
LOS ANGELES (UPI) -

; T'he county of Los Angeles just. “
has taken action which al- ".t is in the public inter­

(V

1 most guarantees a new 
investigatfon into the 1968 
assassmatinn of Robert 
Kennedy.. .

, The Board of Superv- 
I sors, in a 5-0. vote yester-

Palestinian immigrant was wound(jd other persons 
standing nearby.

There also have been
est to get ths entire matter claims that, although Sir- 
out in the open once and for hans gun could hold only 
all," said Supervisor Ken- seven bullets, ther-e was 
neth Hahn. s evidence mor-e than seven

‘'Was ther-e a conspira- . weJe fired.. . .
cy? Was the CIA involved?/ ’In a suit to be heard

day, instruceed t.he county . Was there a person other? tomorrow in Los Angeles 
counsel to support a suit to J than Sirhan invoked? "‘ ~ ’ 
determme whether Sirhan Those are questions that 

.need answering.” \ •
At his trial, Sir*han never

’\ Superior Court.Pau.li 
t<Schra.de, a Unitfd^Autt^ 
J- Workers official who was at

Kennedy’s side and who
; Sirhan . acted alone or: 
I whether ther-e was a “sec- 
1 ond gun" used in the sena- 
I tor’s death.
i It also requested the dis­
! trict attorney’s tiiice, 
,;which secured Sirhan’ 

conviction for murder, to 
i accede to reexamination of 
| the ballistics evidence 

introduced at the 1969 trial Hoi-e->- ' I Kenney’s body and that
; (ACTINGS DIST. .ATTY.. BUT THE “SECOND/ other ballistics evidence be
LJohnSHoward agr-eed. But' GUN" theor-y has been ad- 'reviewed.
'i heT said hisoffare had no .
! doubt that Sirhan was 
' guilty and that the verdict

fe^ksd Kennedy, was Xd “nrhe^P 
Theprosecution produced a the case • p' g
dozen witnesses who said ’~ Schra.de has demanded 
Si saw S^han fjn’g a ' the pistol wrested from Sir- 
PS0ninOh0L^K^nonaen^ hans hand be i-efired, that 
at pomt-bairk range m t^hes the buHets be compared 
panntry of the Ambassador I with those taken from; 
Hotel. , . | RpnnpHv’c hMv onrl that

which r-esulted in life im- 
L prisonment for the young

.danced with increasing' 
I intensity recently on argu- 
Iments that bullets removed 
ifrom Kennedy’s body7 did 
not match those which

. (

5 .' ri' C ; 7 -'4 J
5
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New Probe in Slaying of
Sen. KreerrrPrmaerrr

Nearly seven years after 'Sen. ' 
Robert F. Kennedy was killed, for-- |
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mer New York Congressman Allard j 
'Lowenstein returned to Los Angeles 
Friday to again demand that the as- , 

. sassnation case be r-eopened.1»—?*“*-'|
' "We're going to get these things 
, done at some point," he said. "The 

American people are not going to 
l tolerate stoeewalligg on the issue of 
■ who murdered one of the most signi- 
1. fcant people in our history." _
! Lowentrein's campaign to remves-
, -tiigate aspects of the senator's death 
: look him from Harvai’d, Stanford and 
: Ber•lreery in three day's and he was to 
I - appear at UCLA Friday night. ' 
। "It's beginnn^ to sound like a bro-
i ken record,'’ commented Los Angers 
1,County Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch. 
I "All I can say is, " 'Play it again, Al­
! lard.'"" • '
! Busch has repeatedry rrnirr that 
, there is evidence to justify reopenmg 
I the case. . ' ■

Legal Coun. --------  
Telephone Rm. ---- 
Director Sec'y -----
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oo'lA

; Before appearing at a pr’ess confer- i
j eecr at the Greater Los Angers j 
!. Press Club Friday, Lowensrein had 
' bere in Sacramento, talking to legis- 
, lators about the case.;l .
! He was supported in his appearance । 
j in Los Angetes by Dr. Robert J. Joi- i 
ing, p.rrtirerS . of the American .

I A.cademy of Forensic Science and as- ' 
: sociate professor of medic! juris- I 
, prudence at the Ueivrrtity of Arizo- ;
i na.. Joling said he was acting as an j 
i individual not a academy pr-esident.
I With the aid of a sliide exhibit, Jol­
I; ing ralked about evidence in the trial 

of coevicrai atsass:in Sirhan B. Sir- 
han and said there is tufficireS diffrr■- 
ence of opinion, to warrant further in- ) 

j vestigatien of the case.
' In sum, Joling said a photogaaph of 

. a bullet found in Kennedy’s neck and 
la slug removed form another victim | 
wtnerd«i in teh pantry of the Ambas- j
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, Sadbr shortly after midnighfon Junej 

i 6, 1968, indicates the bullets may not i 
। match.;l The cimnialist said the ;.

bullet taken fr'om the senator's‘body I 
j appeared to have one ring, called a 

canneluee, around it, while the other 
bullts and a test bullet appeared to- 
have two cnneluees. ' ।

Yet, Joling went on, all the sheds 
taken from. Sirhan's .22-calitier gun 

■ were mane by Cascade Corp., of le- 
wiiston, Id,, and Cascade only-makes 

i long rifle minimag ammuntinn with 
two cannelures. ... , , '

। Johng^admit^ed that the photo- ' 
। graph, taken, by Pasadena ballistics 

expert Wiiiiam W, Harper, was not 
| conclusive proof of a diftetente in 
! the b^ds but he suggested it was 

enough to warrant exammatinn of 1 
| the evidence again. • I
: Hie favored the appomtmnnt of a 
I panel of outade experts, to settle 
‘'questions raittd about the bultets.
• ■ "It doesn't take any time or any 
mohey to do the things we ask,"

,-Lowenstein said. - • '

He specified those steps as the fir-- 
ing of Shirhan's gun, analysis of the ; 

j bulim' chemical composition, exa- j 
j mnationofceilmg panels in the hotel | 
I- pantry and ■investigatinh - of Kenne--i 
< dy's shoulder pad to dtttrmirfe the i 
( path of a bullet whcch.pierced it. , 
I - "If all three holes- in those ceilmg 
' panels are entry holes," Lowenstem 
; said, "that's -the ball game. That's 
j three bullets that went up into the 
1 ceiling and seven were recovered 
i from the victims to that's 10 bu^ets." 
| Sirhan's gun held' eight bullets. |
) Lowenstein - insisted that he and
' Joling and shose who suppoitt reopen­
, ing the ca.se have not reached any 

preconcuisions but only want to set-1 
tite once and for all the rumors that I 
there, was., more than a singe arsar-/ 

-sin. _ _ '

i diyrauaht had not always n1erred] 
; so vigorously for reopening of Hei 
; case and, in fact, had resisted ques- 
< tionf raised while he was a congress-;
I man.
' His renewed intetest began, 
i Lowenstein said, when he discovered 
I that "many, of us had thought that 
i we had been nave about the kinds of 
' things that had gone on in the Lotted 
। Statler." '
I He said he began lookrng into the 

case with the expectation that he 
' would find nothmg but t,hat when, he 
I found difficulties, authoritirs had no 
I■anrwerr_, ^rn^ 
‘ "I- said, 'How could we have eight 
, buli’ers do all this when seven were 
'recovered and here were three hoes 
in He ceiling panels and one in his 

~ coat and one in his chest.?1
"How could Shert buUds inflict all । 

Ithdse hotes? -
। "And then when I discovered that 
"the answers I was getting were not 
^accurate anrwel'r and there was an 
effort to stonewall, that whetted my 
Yeeiing that we- have to pur-sue the 
.qliesti(nl to find out what in fact oc- 

1curred." ’ e^is^ I
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IOS ANGELES, Aug
The CBS network and one of * 
the m.en wounded in the assas­
sination of. Robert F. Kennedy J 
have been turned down by a- 
judge in their bid for access ton 
the polite department's, fUgs;;

Superior Court Judge Nor*« 
man Dowds ruled Fr’ida.y that* 
California’s Pubic Records* 
Act clearly says that polite'in-.3 
vestigation records need notq 
be disclosed to the public:. 3

But Dowds said, "If anyone 
is interested in my personals 
opinion, I think that this long t 
after the event the police de-3 
partment and police commis-"! 
sion could consider disclosure ' 
of these .records.” ,_.„„.,„.;). a

CBS sought access to the de* J 
partment’s 10-volume sum* * 
mary of the investigation, and* 
Paul Schrade ask:ed in add--* 
tion for the release of all * 
physical evidence and the full * 
50,000 pages of investigative^ 
documenss in the case. '» *

Schrade was a K:ennldy sup-'" 
porter who was wounddd >n » 
the shooting at Los Angeles'^ 
Ambassador Hotel on June;®; * 
1968!, on the night of Kernee-t 
dy’s victor-y in the California “ 
Demltratit presidential pA-j 
mary.

The chief question in tb^l 
tlntrlversy is whether Sirhan' 
Sirhian, convccted of murderin; 
the case? was the lone assass' 
sin.
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YiatlongPUb1icJpressureResil« byPol
i ? By Leroy Aarons 
I WastiOggthn Post Staff Writ®- 
| LOS ANGELES, Aug.! 28 
.—Th® theory of a.second as- 
femm in th® 7-yerr-old slay, 
ling of Robert E., K®nnfsy ys 
Ibling ^ven a. h®rrlng here 
rft®r a • y®rt of mountinig 
public pressure and itttng 
,t'esisran®e by law ehfor®'e- 
M®ntoffCii<lls. , . ' • '
! A.;Eup®tJtr Coort, judge 
rated rfefhtIy ttrti ballistics 
'evidence in th® cas® shoudd 
|b® te■exruihled,ihe1udiIlg, if 
i necessary thf/rifiring of 
;th® mutefr weapon- He or­
i dered a h®rtihlg Sept. 11 to 
; choose a panel to eoheuct 
thie teste. .

; Th® action, „ by Judi-®; 
■ Wenke.was a major victory 
iftt asmall group of lndivid- 
, uals who have rrii®e th® 
jquestion of whither Eirhrh 
Eirhrh was th® Ion® gunman 
in th® Ambassador Hotel 
shooting on Jun® 5, 1968.

Th® leadess' of th® etivi 
ar® P^l Schrade, on® of 

'five iIld.ividuals' wounddd 
(during-the., shooting, •ahe A1-] 
l1rre-K. Lowenstein, a ,for- 
'mie member of Congfess 
who was adviser in Ken- 

I ned/s • primary campaign 
।for the presidency.
I, ^hrade and Lowensiein, 
joined by/siviral- other-,, 
elrim that thire is new evi- 
d^e casting doubt on the 
previously . unquestih®ed 
one-gunman concept Si-•hrh 
was convlet;ie after what 
L,ti Angeles polici er11ie 
th® most thorough criminal 
investigation in history. It 
was universally assumed at 
the time that he had acted' 
alone. i •

However,-a number offor- 
®sic ixpifts aetiOig inde- 
dipently have since scruti-j 
nizid portions' of th® evi-
deuce, either di^ftHy or by 
photograph, _ and have con-

C!“e®e! thakthe1® iStlaseth-. 
biejgoubtithat all t.hebuae&j

;t•eedvft®e'at~th® sc®he^®r® 
fJ:rfe from the same gun.
b. At; f^rst treated- with skep-. 
■1^. ahe"Vgotous1y r®.' 
isisted by both th® police de- 
;[P^tment and district rttot-- 
:h®■ys offlcf, the ermprign“ 
।for a new look at. the Ken- 
<nfdlcrse gained momentum 
,in t■lcfht weeks with thise- 
- d®veiopmotlts: '
' * OUy 13,'th® Amiri-. 
'CrhLACrefmy• of Forensic' 
SeienllsSs issued a crll' for 

■ re-®xrmihrtion■.'tf th® Ken-J 
nfdyevidenie based on th®1 
eohclusions; of an ad hoc 
^mmi^® ^0 wtma®, 
forensic • ques»>ns in. •rtl® • 
Robert F. /emiedy ease! 
have been raised.” . ■ .

• Shortly -after that, act-' 
Ung. Disttict..Attorney John’.’ 
Howirdannounidd rpptint-
•'^n. .fa '?PeCia^e5unsf^ 
r.Thomr1l>,Kranz, to rf-ixrm-l 
; hi® all the ev:idei1ce and in- > 
<vfstigait;ory!-.material in th® 
j me and com® up with rec- j 
; emnmeoIatiooi; ftt■ future ac-i 
t0o\Thii wF a r®v®rSrl for 

; th® DA^ office, which/had 
been resisting a r®stuey, al­
though its' position softened!' 
in recent, .months? Howadd' 
was -ti®li of. thfee prosecu-J 
;ttrs in th® Sirhan ttiial. -.;

The«Los Aog®1lsi । County Board of Supervi-.'
in rO.0th®r •.r®v®tsr1,/

tvoted Uhanunously Aug. 12. 
j to support t•®-®xamioatito of1 
<th® evidence. A year ago th®,’ 
! loud voted 3 to 2 against; 
lhf X mt^i0h . by Supervisor! 
Baxter Ward that th® d^U 
^fl. attorney be asked to] 
petition the csurt for a r®sJ - 
tudy. . ' f • ; I

• The Lo^Angeles City ' 
Counc17?®$ unanimously 
Iast week, to Urge thahalldd 
vestigative'files in the Ken-j 
nedy case, be made, public.! ThAV. fnHhiTTA/1 .1Shey_followed that; with i al

4^
||®nnedy evi-' 
ials are miss-'

,WmH5 Court Judge 
Wfnke is to hirr argumihtif 
on another Imiotion Friday,1 
from Schrade and -othess,! 
that phyilcr1 and documen-; 
!tory ..eiiidhc®e held by th® : 

,’Los Angelss -Polici Depart-j 
;mfnt t>® open to lnspecOon.| 
; The .efprttmint up to now - 
1110.5 refu®ed on grounds that I 
jttf"^'lfi cthtrlh reports; 
(from .-thousands of leads, 
maany of which would invade 
• ptivi3cyif exposed...
I The ^ond gun” theory, 
in fe simplest form,, is brsee 
on this; allegation: photo-
'graphic examinations of sev- 
’era1 bullets; previously as­
sumed to be from, the Si- 

_ rhan gun., by forensic expert, 
;William .Harper and others- , 
,receded’distinctive differ.; 
lences in markings and-de- 
sign—nnough for them to in- 

1 fer that thie buUets came 
from different weapons, or,; 
iat the least, not to allow the; 
(flat conclusion that they) 
came ftolu,th® same gun. j

There are other contra-J 
(dktmns regarding the num­
ber of bullet holes, trajec­
tories, and difeerences in 
jtestimony as to tlie distunee 
1of the death weapon, from 
‘the senator..- ;
I At thee Sept. 11 hearing,' 
(Wemeq is to decide on a,pro­
cedure basedpon the view­
points of several parties to 
the ease, including the dis- 
tnet attorney, the state 
'attorney general, - lawyirs 
for Schrade and for CBS, 
WhiehJs:setedng^ access to

2-^ 8/ A.■WSihi. -1,, I,. „, -n,
NOT RECORDER”
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evidence for a el)cumin^tary. should crime.. labs be di-
gne S^hg|ns.4gwyer.J| . ‘

The judge: is expected to
order some form of scien­
tific re-examination of the 
bullets by h body of experts, 
fohowed by probable re­
firing of the Sirhan gun.

Should the tests show 
conclusively that more than 
one gun was involved, it 
could lead to a reopening 
of the entire Kennedy in­
vestigation.

But even if it merely casts 
doubt on the compteteness 
of the • original investiga- 

, tion, the impact on the 
reputation of Los Angeess 
law authorities could ■ be 

enor.mous. •
। Most vulnerable would be. 
,De Wayne Wolfer’,the police 
; department's chief forensic 
1 analyst,.who has given balis­
, tics evidenee in dozens of 
। cases be£/ee and since’ the
Sirhan /rial. He testified 

, untqulVocgbly at that trial 
| that all eight reeoveeed bul- 
। lets were from Sirhan’s gun., 
> - Also at stake its the pres­
; tige of the police eepgrt- 
। ment, the district attorney's 
office , and state Attorney 
General Evtllt Younger, 

' who was district attorney at 
’ the time of the Sirhan trial.
I “There's a br•ogetr ques­
t tion here, beyond just the 
■ Kennedy case," said Robert
Joling, president of
American Academy of

I ensie Scientists, • in a 
phone interview from

the 
For- 
tele- 

his 
“It's। home int Tuscon. 

whether fr not itgnegre 
|proceduesfe for' testing of 
I firearms/re being .ir>llowee 
। in the nation’s police depart-
i menss. • '
' , “We also need to ask

.voiced ffom the •;jurSseiction 
of pottoe eePaltmentfB’’•.Are 
we having peope under 
pressuee giving answers the 
police department wans??”

Joling, who is contribut 
ing cha^ess to a new book 
on he Kennedy giigsiing- 
tion, hastened to add that) 
“this is not a matter of try-: 
ing to cgitigate Wolfer and 
the TAP’D. This (retesting) 
their .reputations. Its 'possi­
ble he (wolfer-) is correct, 
should be done to protect 
and if he is, we should be 
big enough to say/he's' 
right." ' ' ■ ■

Further complicating, the 
pituee here is that sever-ajof 
the principass in the.,Ken-' 
nedy issue are vying for. in-' 
terto -appointments -as."^ 
trict attorney, followng-’the 
death of Joseph Busch last 
June. The Board of Supervn 
sors will make the appoint­
ment in several weeks...,; ’ ' i

There are 23 cgndedatSS in 
• all, 'including Kranz,*' the 
special counsel hired by-the 
DAs office, John Howard! 
the acting DA, and Sgta'Wf■ 
Hams, president of theEbs’ 
Angeess Police CrmmSi§‘ron.•'!

A longihot candidates" is 
Vincent Bughosi,: former) 
deputy district attorney who) 
prosecuted Charies Manson 
and whio has r-un unsuccess- 

i fullyin the elections in .the 
past for beth district, attor-i 
ney and gttlrilty generalT'/

Buglissi,!whr is anticipat-; 
ing another race for district 
attorney in 1973, has P^lgdj 
up on the iecrne-giigiiln i.st' 
sue, ■claiming Io tave had) 

, new evideiice which hevviUi, 
divulge only if an indepene-J 
ent investigation ri created/,
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By Allard K. LovenSein

.' Almost nobody has-noticed, but the 
official theory of the^aSsassination of, 
Sen Robert F. Kennedy hasfalkn 
apart; ‘ ~ '

! These.are the most trouWesome 
probeems raised by the evidence now,

I availabee.- '

II 1. The autopsy establishes that' 
I ■ Kennedy was shot three times at | 
1 • point-blank r-ange. The bullets enter--1 
' ed back to front. T'he fatal bullet !

; enter-ed Kennedy’s head behind his < 
'.right ear fr-om a distance of 1 to 116 
inches,,.-, 1
, . These facts are not in dispute, yet 
no cr-edibee witness places the gun of 

■ Sir-han Sir-han — the man convicted 
as Kennedy’ killer — in a position to 
have fir-ed these builess. T’hie consei—- . 
sus of eyewitness testimtony places | 
■whan’ gun 2 to 3 feet in front of 1 
Kennedy. Pete Hamill (the writer), 
Fr-ank Burns (a Los Angeles attor—- • 
ney) and other-s who saw the shooting , 
at close r-ange ar-e unequivocal on 
,this point:: That Sir-han’ gun was , 
‘ never close to the place fr-om which , 
were fired the buHets that inflccted ; 
the wounds described in the autopsy, j

| Karl Uecker and Richard Lubic 
I wer-e two of the people closest to the 
! actual shooting;. (Uecker was Kssist- 
(ant maitre d’ .at the hotel where the 
ishooting occurred; Lubic is an inde-
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I pendent television producer.) This is i 
what.they saw: 1 ;

I UECKER: “There was a dis- :
I tance of at least 1 12 feet I

between the muzzle of Sirhan’s ।
! gun and Kennedy’s head. . . ।

There is no way the shots de- . 
scribed in the autopsy could , I 
have come from Sirhtrn’s gun. ”. J

; LUBIC:. “The muzzle of Sir- ’
han’gun was 2 to 3 feet away 
from Ketuiedy’s head. It is non­
sense to say that he fired bullets ■
into Kennedy from a distance of I
1 to 2 inches, since his gun was 
never anywhere that near to ; 
Kennedy.” . J

These witnesses t:old these facts to 
; the authorises at the time of the 

original investgpttoMi into the assas- 
; sination.

। 2. Leading ballistins experts have 
examined the relatively undamaged 

1 bullets (or technically prificllnt

Allard K Lowenstein, an ; 
attorney, was a member of , 

' Congress -from New York
from 1969 to 1971.. • i

■

photographs of these bullms) that , 
were removed from Kennedy’s neck I 

1 and Williaim Weisel's stoma.ch, These 
experts report that it is very unlikely 
that these two bullets could, have .

, been“'fired from the same gShTWii- ' 
i liam Harper, a leading California : 
' criminalist whose findings rasse'd the
1 f^ Serous questions about the 
, balltsfiss evidence in the ca’e, con­
. cluded; . -

“. . . Two guns .were being ; 
, fired concune^htly in the kitch- ,

en pantry ^f the Ambassador ;
Hotel at the time of the \ 
shooting. . 7 It is extremely un- •
likely that any of the bullets

, fired by the Sirhan gun ever
struck the body of Kennedy.’ ’ .

*. APon! of experts analyzed the , 
: ballistic evidence at the convention , 
। of the American Academy of Form- 
[ sic Sciences in Chicago in February.
: The lxplrtt agreed that this evi- i 
dence required a reopening of the , 

। investgattion, and that reliable scien- < ._a^-i „,    ^-X -

: tific measures could be taken that 
: would hel.p clear up at least some of. ,! 
i the confusion. \

One member of the panel, Pi’of. i 
1 Herbert MacDonell, a world-renown- I 

ed authority in forensic pathology, J 
- stated flatty, “The bullet removed 

from Kennedy’s neck could not have j 
come from Sirhan Sirhan’s.revolv- ;

MacDonell based this conclusion on ' 
a study of the cannelures on the bul- ; 
lets recovered from Kennedy's neck ; 
and Weisel's stomach. “Cannelures” 
are concentric rings formed in a bul.- j 
let’s surface and runnmg ai"ound its ’ 

’ circunflelenee. MacDonell reports j 
that the Kennedy buHet, a .22-caiible 
long-rifle minima,, has one cannel- j 
ure, white the Weisel buHet has two. । 
The eight empty cartrigge cases । 
taken from Sixain's Iver-Johnsson re- ; 
«™?s=iwei,e made by t:he Canca^n, i 
Manufacturigg Co. of LewnOnL 

- Idaho, which has informed MacDo- , 
nen that it has never mailuanttuldd 1 
any .22-(milibee long-rifle bullets with I 
one cannelure. ..

3. Bulges from a gun test find by 
the Los Angeles Police Department 
cnmmahst, DeWayne Wolfer, were 
entered into evidence at Sirhan’ 
trial as Exhibit 55. Wolfer testifidd 
that these bulges matched the bullet 
that wais recovered from Kennedy’s 

1 neck, and that therefore the bullets 
that hit Klnnldr could only have 
been fired by the gun he had test 
fired. The serial number of that gun, 

1 mscribed in Wolfers! handwriting on ■ 
Exhibit 55, is H18602. The seriad num- I 
ber of Sirhan’s gun is H53725. ,
Wfer says this discrepimcy is the 

result of a “clerical error.” Request’ 
। to test fire (or refire) HQS02 brought 
the information that that gun had 
been destroyed by the LAPD. Re­
ques’ to test fire (or.refire) H53725 
havemeeh5eeifnldd. o ^
. Thus, at this time, it is impossibee 

। to discover whether Sirhan’s gun, . 
: H537Z5, has ever been test fired. But 
the sworn testimony of Wolfer is that ; 
the bultets that killed Kennedy were 1 
fired by a different gun, H18602, and ’ 
no other gun in the world. 2

i 4. Sirhan’s gun could and did fire , 
; eight baHecs. One bullet was recover- i 
■ ed from each of the five bystainders , 
^whowe^shot in thepantiy.Two-bay- ,



i iletSwere’ recovered from Kennedy — * 
I | one, shattered, from his head (the 

fatal bullet); and the other, discussed
| above, from his neck:. Thus, seven of 
I the eight bullets that Sirhtuj could 
I have fired have been recovered. An 
1 eighth bullet is officially described as 
। “tost in the ceiling interspace.” ,
, Another bullet exited Kennedy’s I 
. chest, and ’till another passed | 

through the right shoulderpad of his ।
■ jacket. The LAPD removed three 1 
! pane’s 'from the sound-paneling । 

below the ceiling and booked Item as 1 
. evidence becauee they contained bul- 1 
' leihotes. ^j .^ ^aa^^ i

The official explanations of how , 
. eight bulks’ caused all this damage 
are varied and confusing. But no ! 
matter how many theories are ad-' !

> vanced, one fact is inescapaHe: if , 
'. only eight bullets were fired, one bul- । 
। let had to enter one of the ceiling । 
' panels, bounce off the floor above, > 
1 exit through another ceiling panel, : 
; and end finally in one of the bystanod- | 

ers- „. .
; The official position is that the bul- । 

* ; let removed from the heaid of a by- ■
' stander, Mrs. Einaabeth Evans;, did 

this. Mrs. Evans had lost her ’h0?’ 1 
and was stooped over to retrieve it 1 
when she was hit in the forehead by a ! 
bullet from the ceiling that then j 
progressed into her scalp.. This butet

. weighed 39 grans when fired. Thirty-
1 ana-grains were removed from=Mrs=>'

pr-Tv.—---------------------------
I Evans’ head, and an additional fr-atg- 
ment is still in her scalp.

It should be added that at the tmw 
of the assassination at least one mwe 
bullet was reliably reported to have । 
been found in the pantry An AP j 
wirephoto taken on June 5, 1968, ! 

j shows two policenren examining what । 
the Ap caption describes as a “Butet 

I Found Near Kennedy Shooting 
Scene." It is located in a door fram^ 
that was booked into evidence by thei 
authoritiss. The LAPD and the office! 
of the district attorney now say to 
report was inaccurate.
fe-?A.-y .. - -------------------------------

1 5. The local authorities have tried 
- to reinforce their version of event:’ by 
j continuaHy repeating two statemenss 

they know are false: .

i A.. “No one saw any other weap- 
, on," as Joseph Busch, now the Los 
i Angeles district attorney, has put it 
I to Stern magazine and other’. In 
' fact, Busch knows there was at least 
. one other gun in the pantry, that it 
. was drawn, and that it was located in 

the area from which the bulle’s that
j hit Kennedy were fired.
I Richard Lubic is among those who 
, saw that gun: “. . . I saw a man in a 
; guard’s uniform standing a couple of 
i feet to my left behind Kt!nnt:dlt. He 

had a gun in his hand and was point-
I ing it downward.”
। The man t:hat Lubic saw “in a 

guard's uniform” was a part:-t:ime se- 
, curity guard who had been hir-ed by 
। tthe Ace Guard Service of Van Nuys, 
( Calif. The guard has subsequenily 

acknowledged that he was standing 
। just behind Kennedy, that he was 
; carrying a gun, and that he dr-ew it
“to protect Kennedy.” He demes 
having fired this gun.

I
i B. Busch has repeated on national
TV and elsewhere Ithe odd st:a1tement 
that every witness saw Sirhan kill 
Kennedy - a statement that should 
be compar-ed with the testimony of 
eyewitnesses summarieed in item 1 
above.

; Perhaps even more revealing than 
these general misstatemen’s about 
the eyewitness testmoony is Busch’s 
reply when asked to name one such 
eyewitmess.',‘Karl Uecker,” he said

’ on NBC’s Tomorrow show.. He told 
, Stern magazine, “We have a witness 

who saw that Sirhan’s weapon was 
right at Kennedy’s heaid. . . Kar-1

. Uecker.. He’s our man.”

। I have included an excerpt fr-om 
Uecker’s statement with the general 

. summar-y of eyewitness testmoony.
' But in view of Busch’ description of 

' Uecker as “our man,” it may be use- 
। ful to quote Uecker’s statement in, 
' full; -
\ “I have told the police and
1 testified during the trial that
I there was a Usance of at least
' 1% feet between the muzzle of 
। Sirhan’s gun and Kennedy’s
\ head. The revolver was directly- 

in front of my nose. After Sir-­
han’s second shot, I pushed his 
hand that held the r-evolver 
down, and pushed him ontoJbe,

I .^^^__________________ _______ '---------- 5



Steam Hable. There is no way 
that the shots described in the 
autopsy could have come ‘from 
Sirhan’ gun. When I told this to j 
the authorttiss, they told me 
that I was wrong. But I repeat 
now what I told them then: Sir- 
han never got close enough for i 
apoint-blarnkshot.never.” i

. It is worth notmg that Uecker has I 
,' raised still another problem. At least 

four buliess hit Kennedy or his cloth­
ing. If Sirhan was “justed! onto the 
steam table" after firng two shots, it

I I is difficult to see how he could have 
| fired four shots that hit Kennedy.. The i 

six other bulle’s Sirhan fired would j 
have had to hit other targe’s,1 since ! 
he could hardly have shot Kennedy , 
from behind at point-Wank range । 
while he was struggling on the steam | 
table. j
.^^ ■ n .^  ̂ ।

‘ If the Lois Angeles authoriiess want J 
their theory to regain any credibility । 
with people who know the facts, they | 
will have to deal with this eyewitness 

' and ballistics evidence, which to date 
I they have ignored, concealed or dis­

toned. They seem to believe that ret | 
peating misstaiemen’s will make j 

! them come true, or that awkward 
questions can be made to go away by 
imputing the questioner;;. ,

Like many others,, I tried for a long ' 
time afterward to avoid anything 
connected wit:h the assassination of 
Kennedy. T'he loss was too stagger­
ing, and it was har'd enough to move ' 

l ahead without making matters even 
j more difficult by picking at a scar too 
; close to the heart. Furthermore, the 
I facts seemed obvious, and in the con- 
,text of those times there seemed no I 

। reason to question the obvious,.
1 During my term in Congeess, I con- 
trnued to refuse to listen to questiions 1 
about any of the assassinations. I be- I 
lieve we all are indebted to those 
people who researched these ques­
tions and kept them alive during that 
long period before revelations about 
other matter's finally made some of 
us realhe how closedtmiindi!d we had 
been about the assassinations.

Even when I finally began to look t 
into the evidence, I found myself hop- . 
ing that the local authorities would । 
provdde satisfactory explanation’s for । 
the troubiesome problems that arose. ।

And I was reluctant to get into a / 
I pubhc discussion that I knew would । 
, cause mor-e pain for the Kennedy I 
I family, which, God knows, had suf- 1 
i flred enough. . ,
< ^^^s1 reason’, I met privately 

with the authorities over the course!
; of a year before I was! willing to ac­
t cept the fact that such private efforts 
! were futile. I
. It was at that point that I jomed ’
: with Paul Schrade to raise questiions i 

publicly. Schrade, a United Auto 1
i Workers official who, was wor-king in , 
, the Kennedy campaign, almost lost 

his lift durfag the shooting in the | 
■ hotel pantry. He is a man of r-ar-t:

। quatity and spirit. We believed that 
' the force of our questitns would' 

arouse enough pubhc concern to en-1
i courage official cooperation in a

1 qyest=^adequate answers.(.a=5

! It is now apparent, however-, that 
no matter how grave the questions,, I 

OndTifmatter who asks them .the 
officials most directly concerned are 
determined to stonewall as long as 
they can. Their misstaiemenss grow 
more stridem, and they are dug in to 
resist any effort to explore the pr-ob-

| lems posed by the eviidence. They 
will continue to say that the case is

i closed became Sir-han was convicted 
I and there is no “new” eviidence!, as if
1 old eviidence becomes irrelevant if 
j one simply suppresess or ignores it
I until it has aged.



.fOKse, stonewalling involves., 
the risk that failure compounds one's 
difficulties. But:, by definition, stone­
walling dices not fail if it succeeds — 
that is, if aggressively ■trumpeied 
falsehoods dissuade further investi­
gation, the falsehoods go general:! 
undetected and no one reales there | 
has been any stonewaii^ng. So the ( 
present policy of the Los Angeles au- - 
thoritiss is a gamWe, but it is a gam- I 
ble at reasonable odds. For there will 

! be no outcry for a new investigation 
if people do not know the tacts that 
warrant an outcry — and they cannot 
know these facts if there isn’t ade­
quate media coverage. If there is no , 

, pubic outcry,, few people in positions i 
' of influence will risk their reputa- I 
I tions to press for reopening the caise. ' 
I (My wife says I am now in transit 
j from “formier congressman” to “cur- 1 
| rent kook”). ■

Which takes us full circle: How 
I can we get a fresh, independent 
। investigaioon if the facte that demand

Psuch ao iovestigation are stonewalled 
j ’ioi:oooocxiti:eoce? -

. The reason most frequentiy given 
| for the absence of coverage is a 
I variation on the official excuse for 
| inaction: facts about this case, how- j 
| ever significant, are not “ocw.” ■

I Sometimes this seems to mean that if : 
! a newsboy! insomniac grancmoother 
i once heard something on a late-night 
i talk show in Dubuque, the rest of the j 
j public can’t find out about it u^ess 
they happen to know her. , , „

. But even this reasoning cannot ex- j 
plain why developments ihai merit । 
front-page treatment in Europe go । 
virtual! unre-K)ried in the Umted 
States. Few Americans have heard, | 
for example, about the conclusions of i 
the panel of ballistics experts cited 

। above, or know about the plea of four । 
i of the byttaoders wh° wei-e shot, or ! 
have seen the statements of the wit:- , 
nesses closest to the scene of the 
mllrdeg■„ ®=a=^
^Recently, several Stern magazine j 
reporters conducted an extended ■ 
investigation. Their findings were de- j 
trailed in a cover story entitied, The ! 
Real Murderer (of Robert Kennedy) 
Is Still Free.” Those fmdmgs were 
not reported in the United States.

Given these experiences, its hard 
to think of anything that will get 
much media attention, short of some­
one confessing on the Capitol steps. 
And meanwhile, the Amencan public 
has no way to discover that a crime 1 
that changed the corns® of our histo­
ry is unsolved, with all the poi:eoiialt-

ly enormous sIgnifica^ce that fact j 
! may hold for the future of the nation. I

If the stooewalling succeeds, we 
will be compounding the tragedy of 
Robert Kennedy's murder. For what 

j commands the reopening of this case 
j is not curiost!, nor devotion to ab­
i liI•cct concepss of justice, nor 

tcotimentailt^l about Kennedy. What 
commands the r•eopeoiog of this case ( 

! is the grisly quctiioo of whether | 
disasters may loom ahead that could . 
be averted if we found out more '

, about disast:ers alI'l:ady past. I

I fe^ III 6==!=^ j
1 Since the weight of the evidence I 
: now ava^aHe cooilicls so sharply } 

with the official version of what hap­
. pened, a number of widely accepted , 

scientffic tests have been proposed to 
help resolve these conficss. These in­
clude the following: . ' :

1. Test fire the Sir-han gun (fS3725), 1 
. and convene an independent panel of 
' ballsstiss experts to compare the test-1 

fired bullets with the bullets r-ecover- | 
edfrom Kennedy's neck and Weisel's I 
, stomach. !

. 2. Administer Neutron Activation I 
( Analyses to the seven recovered bul- \ 
‘ lets to help determ:nie if they were all । 

fired from the same gun. • , |

3. Submit the three ceiling panels 
that have bullet holes to expert 
exammatum to determnee if the bul- 
letholesare entry or exit hoees.^--^ !

4. Produce the shoulder pad of 
Kennedy's jacket to detemune f the 

; bullet that went through it entered
I from the front or from behind. ’

1
 ' 5. Submit the door frames de- 

■ scribed in the June 5, 1968, AP wire­
, photo to expert examination to deter­
. mine if the hole in it was m fact j 

caused by a bullet,- and produce the
I policemon in that wirephoto to ex­
I plain why they said they were
I pointing to a bullet, if ta'fsc they 
werenot. .gsa^Rft



; rEave been assured by ballistics J
authorities that the inquiries de- j 
scribed above should provide valu- ' 
able and possibly definitive informa- | 
tion if the items to be studied have

| not beentamieeed with.
। The local authorttiss refuse to take 
' these steps on the grounds that Sir- 
| han's trial resolved these issues. But . 
1 that trial, as they well know, did not , 
. deal with these issues at all, since ।

Sirhan’s attorney? asserted that he i 
। alone had kneed Kennedy and based ; 
I his defense solely on Sirhan’s mental 
i state!. Grant Cooper, Sirhan’s chief 
; counsel in the trial, has said he would 
1 have conducted a very different de- : 
1 fense had he known then what he 
j knows now Sirhain himself wants a । 
: new trial. _ _ i
I But the basic problem is not a nar- j 
! row legal one. Sirhan was not an । 
■ innocent bystander improperly ।

imprisoned. He was shooting when 
। Kennedy was kilted, and five persons । 
i were struck by bulges he fred. Four 

I of these persons, who have special 
। reason to hold no brief for Sirhain,, 
i have expressed dissatiffaction with , 
I the present state of the case and have 
, asked that it be reopened.

. If the problem were simplyan mdi- 
I vidual’s innocence or guilt, the judi.­
' cial process would be the lsgtcal and , 
1 pr-oper way, to resolve it. But Sirhan i 

could be found innocent in a trial, !
! and we would still not know who was ' 

1 responsibte for thie aesfSstnatSon of ! 
; Kennedy. Or he could be found . 
, guilty, and we would not know if he 
1 hfdLfctgd alone. ____ (^^s;

; 'fe^Srin^ependeot iovestigatSbO^ com-' 
j mined to seeking out all thie facts, j 
' wherever thiey may lead, is clearly j 
. the best way to proceed at this point.

Rep.. Henry Gonzalez of Texas has 
; introduced a r•esolutSsol calling for >

the creation of a select congressional I 
committee to reopen the investiga­
tion into the aeefeeioftisne of Pres-­
dent Kennedy, Sen. Kennedy and Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr., as well as of

1 the attempted asefieinatiso of Gov 
George Wallace. It seems to me that 
thisresolutSon deserves support^-^

Thie firii steps for a fresh invests 
gftton of thie feefseioftiioo of Sen, 

, Kennedy have been sutlO»d above.
They are uncomplicated and require 

1 very little effort. ,
These steps might obviate the need [ 

I for further iolvestgfation, or they 
1 . might show beyond a reasonable 

doubt that thie official theory is defec- 
rive; one would think the futhoritiee 

! would be as eager as anyone else to 
, find out which. The fact that they are 

not cannot be flSowed. to close the 
: matter. ।

' That, if nothing else, the American | 
1 people should have learned from the I 

events of the last two years. |
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High Court Rejects Sirhan Pleaj
BY ROBERT KISTLER ■

Times Staff Writer ,

The state Supreme Corn! Thussday 
tuned down without comment an at­
tempt by Sirhmi Bishara Sirhan td 
reopen investigation into the assas­
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
for which Sir-han was convicSed al­
most six years ago.
I In denying two petitions filed by 
BsvsHv Hills attorney Godfrey Isaac, 
the high court effectively sliminaSed: 
any chance for a new tr-ial io state­
courts for Sir-han, oow serving a life 
sentence at San Quentin Prison.

1 Isaac had mainaained in his pSi.itoOn: 
that Sir-han was wrongly convcteed' 
by fasse ballittic ' i;sttimooy and; 
ar■gustdi a "second gun" theory io 
which te urged the Supreme Court 
to order the fir-iog of Sirhan’s 22-cal- . 
iter pistol in an effort to clear up 
questions that have arisen about the 
ballistics in the case.
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IO addition to filing, a writ of ha- 
bras corpusfor Sirhan’s reteaee, Isaai 
Mfled a companion petitoon for er

ram vobs, requesting the high 
lesconsi'der'’ J .tierce ti .jv

ror

; _ NedJhe courts wdihie specianc 

hearing ^ordd-have been 
ordered to••dstsrmiis<? whether Isaac's 
asserted-"new evidence" was suffi­
cient to order a new trial!

Isaac, in summarizing grounds for 
he petitions, had stated:

"Evidence that tended to show that 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was not 
killed by the bullet fr-om Sirharis gun' 
was deliberaeely, int:eotiooally and 
wiliingly suppeessdd by-the proseuu- 
tion and their agenss."

T'he petitions asserted that outside 
ballsstic experts had determined that 
he bullet taken from the senator's 
body substantially difeess' fr-om one 
removed fr-om Wiliaim Wessel, an - 
ABC-TV newsman, who also was- 
shot io a paltry of the Ambassador..

Io addition, Isaac had mainaained . 
that t,rial evidence which led to Sir-, 
hao's April 17, 1969, conviction of . 
fiss--degsee murder? <showe.d3 that 
thsi•e were five grooves on the bullet

1keo from Kennedy, but that buReta 
" ,Sirhail had six grooves-
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ufWt 
"““^s.

f
fticaliy tnat Sirhan couid~not have? 
:ommitted the act." '
"It is ^difficult to accept as final,"' 

Isaac said, "a detelmiinatinn (on new 
evidence), made without a court hear- ■ 
ing" It was such a hearing which the' 
Supreme Court denied Thussday.

Hie said he would send Sirhan a 
telegram, later Thursday, informing: 
him of the court's actions.

- - Reached by telephone in Honolulu- 
where he is attending a meeting of 
the National District Attorneys Assn, 
,Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch said:

' I "I think what the court is really 
saying is that they (Sirhan's suppoitt 

,' ers) haven't: established any evidence 
Which would reopen the investiga­
tion into the conviction of Sirhan Sir- 
han.
} "What the court's decision means, I

- jthink, is that this newly discovered:
,evidence is conjecture, speculation, 
jthat type of thing. As lawyess, we 
just can't accept it..
[ "It may make for good pubiicity 
(but when you get down to its 'rete 
|vanct4od admisriblitty, there is nt 
merit to it. , ■ ” ' ~
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SIRHAN 5-20
URGENT' 6?

q SACRAMENTO,CALIF. (UPI) — SJRHAN-S-IRHAN, CONV1CTDD OF,
! ASSASSINATING SEN. ROBERT KENNEDY. TAS GRANTED A PAROLE DATE OF FEB.

* 23, 1986 By THE CALIFORNIA ADULT AUTHORITY TUESDAY.
, SWAM, HO WAS ORIGINALYY SENTENCED TO DEATH, COULD END UP
; SERVING A TOTAL OF 16 YEARS, 9 MONTHS UNDIR? THE PAROLE DATE.

"HE VAS EXTREMELY WELL BEHAVED ALL THE THE HE HAS BEEN IN 
PRISON— ABSOLUTELY NO PROBLEM,” SAID PHILIP D. GUTHRIE, ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS. -

"THE ADULT AUTHORITY CONSIDERDD THAT UHILE HE KILLED A VERY WELL
' KNOT! FIGURE THEY HAD TO TREAT HIM As IF HE KILLED AN ORDINARY ' 

PERSON, ” GUTHRIE ADDED. _
' SIRHAN ;AS SENT TO SAN QUENTIN PRISON NEAR SAN FRANCISCO FIVE 

YEARS AGO NEXT FRIDAY FOR THE SLAYING OF KENNEDY JUNE 5, 1968 IN THE 
PANTRY OF THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL SHORTLY AFTER KENNEDY CLAIMED VICTORY

1 IN THE CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION.
i SIRHAN WAS CONVICTED OF FRRST DEGREE MURDER AND FIVE COUNTS OF.

ASSAULT OF A DEADLY WEAPON IN A SHOOTIGG THAT ALSO L;oUNEEE A LOS 
.ANGELES LABOR OFFICIAL.

LORE
UPI Q5-20 03:29 PED

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY;
CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION
STATUTE
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Probe
CHICAGO (AP) - The 

president of a society of 
lawyess specializing in the 
sciences has urged that the 

• investigate of the assassi­
nation of Robert F. Kennedy 
be reopened.

Robert J. Joling, presi­
dent of the American 
Academy of Ftrerric 
Scienees, said in an inter­
view yesterday he believes 
important questioss have 
been raised about who fired 
the bullet which killed 
Keooeey in Lois Angoss in 
1968.

He said he would not pre­
judge what the anewere to 
these questioes might be or 
!'hether a new investigation 
iight show that someone 
ther than Sirhan B. Sirhan, 
: eroeey's ctrvicied 

murdeees, fired the fatal 
bullet.

54

Inspectinn ------  
Intell. -----------  
Laboratory ------ 
Plan. & Eval. - 
Spec. Inv. -------  
Training --------  

Legal Coun. --------  
Teeephone Rm. ---- 
Director Secy -----

Urged to Saying of RFK
Rllt I^A^AIICA rtf tl^A /lAllV\t 1 r A 1 IMi»a*A(Anni AM n I I n t> A a ••'I'aIza 4 It a wiBut because of the doubt

created in the public mind, 
Joling said he hopes Con­
gress will hold open hear­
ings into the kiliing and its

behaved unprotessionalry,

ioitia| investigation.
Joling, a lawyer and 

forensc coosultaot in Tuc­
son, Ariz,, is planning to 
initiate action today - at 
the academy's annual 
meeting here - which coudd 
result in the academy for-
mally asking for a reopen­
ing of the investigation.

He said he will request 
that the academy's execu­
tive commiuee approve an 
initial inquiry into allega­
tions that some scientific
members of the academy — 
persons who took part in .he 
iovestigation — showed m- 
protessional cooeuct in he 
Kennedy case.

If they are shown to have

56MAR u 7 1975

Joling said, the academy 
undoubtedly will ask that 
the Kennedy investigation 
be reopendd.

Joling said his personal 
view is that there shodd be 
a new investigation if only 
becauee he feels proper 
ballistics tests were never 
made.

“And its simple/’ he

kot recorded 
MAR 6 1975

said. “Take the gum Sir-han
used, fire a bullet from it 
and compare it (with the 
bullet taken from the back 
of Kenreey’s neck).”

Joling said ths was not 
dome in the investigation 
prior to tria..

A^so, he said, an analySis 
of the fragmens of the fatal 
bullet should be made and 
comparisons made.

The Waehiogtt<rn Post  —   
Washington Star-News —A-5--  
Daily News (New Yak)--------------  
The New York Times---------------
The Wall Street Journal --------------
The National Obseiv/er----------------
The Los Aogetes Times------------

Date
2/21/75
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Harper said 
the affidavtt in

By Ronal 
Washingcoon Pc

sible use in a request by Sir- 
han’s attorneys for a new 
Irai. "I gave the affidavit to 
the lawyer). I didn’t think 
ie would do anything with 
t. I thought it would accom­

pany the suit (for a new 
trial after Sirhan’s convic­
tion in the Kenndy slaying). 
I didnt have, any plains to 
havejt publiccindd. ft was 
supposed to be held in conf-- 
dence.”

Despite the fact that the 
Kennedy assassination was 
wirnesned at least in part by 
-0 nnJyorys^,thn theory that a 
second gun was used has

I .“In .the, absence of (this 
type of evidence;, you can’t 
say one way or the other," 
he said this week:.

Harper said he thought 
his affidavit said only that 
there is no evidence to show 
the bullets are the same.

“That doesn't mean they 
are not the same,” Harper 
said.

He said that “there’ no 
evidence to show they’re dif- 
fnrnnt.” T'he inability to 
make a positive idnntffiaa- 
tion, said Harper, who is 
highly regarded in law en- 
forcnmnrt circles, is not un-

d Kessle^ 
st Staff Writer

Comp. Sys 
Ext. Affai

NOT RECORDED1 
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paSAp^na, Calif., Dec. 
18-The nationally recog­
nized ballistas expert whose 
claim gave rise to a theory 
that Robert F. Kennedy was 
not kilted by Sir-han Bishaaa 
Sir-han this week -admitted 
that there is no eviidence to 
support his contentinn.

The theory, which has 
gained widespeaad Mtmnal 
publiciyy in recent weeks, 
suggests that Kenne<ey’s 
killer was a second, hidden 
gunman and that Sirhan’s 
gunfire never hit him.

The theory has depended 
largely on a 19-0 affidavit 
signed by William W. Har­
per, -1, an indnpnndnnt bal- 
listfcs expert. In H Harper 
said the bullet that fatally 
wounded Kennedy June 5, 

. 1968, “could not have been 
fired from the same gun” 
that wounded a nearby by- 

i stander in the pantry of the 
Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angelet.

Under persistent questi<r-l- 
ing in his home here, Harper 
admitted that what he had 
previously described as dis- 
crepanctos between the bul­
lets fail to show they were 
fired from different guna 
The evidence that would 
permit matching of the bul­
lets is lacking because,of 
the poor condition of The 
bulies, warper s^.
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Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times_  
The Wall Street Journal

0-19 (Rev. 1-210-7’4)



flourished since Harper’s ri- 
frarllt was made^public in 
1971.

Nourished by an atmos­
phere of skepticism gener­
ated by Wateraaee revela­
tions and by a feeling that 
leaders such as JoSin F. Ken­
nedy, Robert F. Kennedy, 
and Martin Luther King Jr-, 
could not be obliterated by 
the whims of single individ- 
ua’s, the so-called twd-gun 
theory has touched off polit­
ical controvrssiss in Califor­
nia and fueled investiaa- 
tions by dozens of amateur 
sleuths.

In recent weeks, the two- 
gun theory has been given 
added weight with pubtiaa- 
tion of a Harper's magazine 
article questioning the bal- 
Ustics evidence in the case 
and national coverage of a 
press confeeence Sunday by 
former Democratic Rep. Al­
lard K. Lowenstein of New 
York, who wans a re-open­
ing of the police investiaa- 
tion.

Lowenstein said in New 
York Citty that because of 
“basic unresoledd conflicti” 
between autospy and eye- 
witnsss r-epor-ts, authorities 
should 1-eopen the investiga­
tion of Kennedy’s mur-der-.

“I do not beheve that the 
evidence rurtaii!is the con­
clusion that Sirhan is the 
one who murdeedd Robert 
Kennedy,” Lowenstein said.

Lowenstein stressed that 
he did not mean to suggest 
that Sirhan was an inno­
cent bystander.

“He was in the pantry 
shooting a .22 r-evolver at 
the time in question, and 
five persons were struck by 
bullets that he fired,” Low­
enstein said. But he said the 
authorities’ inability to an­
swer three basic questions 
had convinced him that a 
second gun was fired. One 
question he cited was al­
leged ballistic differences 
in the bullets removed from 
Kennedy and iclcliiion 
producer-WUUani Weisel., a 
bystander. -

Lowenstein demanded 
that the Uis Angeles police 
test fire the Sir-han gun 
again, convene an independ­
ent panel of ballistics ex- 
pcrir to r-estudy the case, 
and conduct neutron tests 
to determine the source of 
all bullets and fragments 
recoveedd.

Los Angeles County prose­
cutor Joseph Busch said 
ths week that he would re­
open the case if oi-dered to 
do so by the courts.

The two-gun theory has 
rested on these assertions:

• Ballistics chgracCeristics 
used to match bullets with 
the guns that fired them 
show the bullet that fatally 
wounded Kennedy came 
from a gun different from 
the one that wounded by'- 
rignders. This assertion 
rests on Harper's affidavid. 
He now says there is no evi­
dence that a second gun was 
involved.
• Although the Los Ange­

les County medkrai exammer 
has testified the fatal Ken­
nedy bullet was fired at al­
most point-blank range, wit­
nesses said Sir-han was 
Standing at least three feet 
from Kennedy.

• The fatal bullet and two 
others that entered Kenne­
dy’s body penerrated from 
behmd, although winnesees 
said Sir-han was in front of 
Kennedy.

• The bullets entered Ken­
nedy at an upward angle, 
suggesting the gunman was 
firing from the floors. Sir-han 
was sirndtrg.

• AltSiougS Sirhan’s gun 
held eight bullets, more 
iSat eight bullet holes were 
found at the scene. '

Although many of the 
points sound conviciny, a re- 
ytew of the testimony of 
eyewitnrrces to the shooting 
in June, 1968, quickly puts 
to rest all but the ballistics 
clam’s.

One of the witnesses, Vin- 
reifi Di Pierr-o, had an unob­
structed view of the shoot­
ing from hi’ positionsome 
five teet behind Kenhecty.

In Sir first; newspaper; in- 
terve^atece the grrri!iiiga. 

•tion, Di Pierro, the catering 
manager of a Bcyerly Hills 
hotel, said it was true that 
Sirhrt was standing to the 
right and slighty in front of 
Kenndyy. But when Sirhan 
riarted firing, he said, Ken­
nedy had turned to his left 
to shgke hands,, accountigg 
for the position of the bul­
lets under his right ear and 
right armpit.

Di Pierro said it was true 
ihrt Sirhan was rtanditg 
about three feet from Ken­
nedy. But he said that when 
he fired the shots,, Sir-han 
lunged forward, bringing 
the muzzee of his Ivor-John­
son revolver within several 
inches of Kennedy's head. 
This would account he said, 
for the medkrai cxaminer’s 
finding-aased on examina­
tion of powder bur-ns on 
Kennedy’s skin—tint the 
gun was fired at almost 
point-blank r-ange.

Di Pierro noted that Si- 
rhrn’i gun was pitched 
slightty upwadd, and that Si­
rhan is considerably shorter 
than Kennedy, accouni;igg 
for the upward trajectory of 
the bullets in Kennedy’s 
bodg^--’*'  ---------&

After Kennedy was shot,



Di Pierro said, Sirhan con- 
to■ufed^" to fin'e wildly and 
rapidly while bystandess 
banged his gun hand on a 
nearby steam table in an ef­
fort to wrest it from him. 
He said hie was not sur­
prised by a subsequent po­
lice report accounting for 
the extr a bullet holes at the 
scene by saying some b”1; 
lets ricochetdd and Others 
entered the bodies or cloth­
ing of more than one by­
stander. ■ /"It would be impossibee 
for there to be a sMond 
gun,” Di Pierro said. “I saw 
the first shot;. Kennedy Ml 
at my feet. His blood spla- 
eer*ed on me. 1 had a ctear 
view of Kennedy and Si- 
rhan.” ,

Because the subsequent 
Mal of the Jordanian immi- ^
grant turned on his state of 
mind at the time of the 
shooting, many of the «r- 
cumstanees of the assassina­
tion were not fully probed 
in the courtroom.

The ballistics questions 
were not raiused until more 
than two years after the as­
sassination wimn Harper, a 
criminatist, examined We 
evidence on behalf of one of 
Sirhan’s defense attoreyys, 
who was preparing an ap- 
peai of Sir-hans conviction. 
A criminalist is an expert on 
scientific and engineering 
questions surrounding phys­
ical evidence.

Harper discovered a dis­
crepancy that has taunted 
ehe■Loy Angetes PMce De- 
pnrtmene ever since- He 
found that bullets said to 
have been fired by the po­
lice from Sir-tans gun in an 
effort to match them with 
those foundJo Kennedjs’s

bo,dv were, labeeed to show 
they had been fired from ao- 
other gun, since destroyed.

DeWayne A.. Wolfer, the 
police ballistics expert han­
dling the case;, said he had 
simply mistabeted the ex­
hibit The second gun, he 
said, was the same type as 
that used by Sir-tan and had 
been used to test the noise 
level of the gun—not to 
match the murder bullets 
with Sirhao’y gun.

The mistabeted exhibit 
was quickly marstaeed sev­
eral years ago to support 
the two-gun theory.

1t was Harper’s second 
fiildlng that provided the 
seemingly irtefutabSe evi­
dence behind the theory. 
Working with phtttogaapys 
he had taken of the bullets, 
Harper found that there was 
a 23-miQute difference be­
tween the aogk^Ofmarkiogy 
on the fatal Keooedy bullet 
and a bullet removed from 
Weisel, the television pro­
ducer wounded in the pan­
try. The markings on the 
bullets were made by 
grooves in the muzzle of the 
gun as it was fired.

A minute is ont■sixthteth 
of a degree in a 360-degree 
circle.

Oo the bass of this differ­
ence, amounting to about a 
third of a degree, Harper 
said in his tffieavtt that the 
Kennedy bullet ‘could not 
have been fired from the 
same gun” as the Weisel 
bullet.

Under questioning this 
week,, Harper said such a 
diserepanyy is too insignia- 
cant to indicate one way or 
the other whether the bul­
lets came fr-om the same 
gun. He said tee discre­
pancy could have arisen be­

*. g.^ft ~_r> ——_______ »>

cause the bullets were not 
exactiy perpeoeiculnr when 
they were photogaapedd.

Since signing the affi­
davit;, Harper has been

quoted as citing a second 
diserepanyy. This concerns 
the number of caonelueys 
which the •buleets appear to 
have.

Iothe .22-caliber ammuni­
tion used by Sirtan, caone- 
luret are added during the 
manufacturing process to 
crimp the brass cartridge 
casing holding the expoosvve 
powder to the lead bullet, 
which is the projectile. The 
caolnelutys, which also hold 
a lubricanl, appear as 
knuried, indented rings cir­
cling the bullet.

Harper said that as far as . 
he could tell from the photo­
graphs, the Kennedy bullet 
had one cnoolelute, while 
the Wessel bullet had two. 
This would indicate two 
types of ammunition might 
have been used, although 
the sPsUs rtmaioing in Si- 
rtan’s revolver all appeared 
to be the type that would 
have two cannelutys.

Both Harper and a second 
ballistics expert who has 
cited a poyyibee discrepanyy 
in the bullets ncknowtddgdd 
that whether the Keooedy 
bullet does, in fact, have one 
cnnoeluee is an open ques­
tion

This is because most of 
the caonelute visible on the 
Keooedy bullet was obliter­
ated when the bullet was 
fired, raising the possibility 
that the second cannelure 
was obliterated.

The second expert, Her­
bert L. MacDonell, a New 
York consuLtant, said he 
doubted this would be the
case because the cannelures 
also should have been wiped 
out on the Wessel bullet 
But Harper said eaonelures 
cannot be depended upon 
because they may be left out 
mth!® manufacturing proc-



ess because of mechanical 
marfunctfohs.

Harper and MacDonneU 
also said phoOogaphhs are 
not sufficient for making 
positive identificatiohs of 
bullets. Robert M[. Zimmers, 

| a retired FBI ballistics ex­
pert, s^d photographic com­
parison of bullets is 
“senseress.”

Harper said the only evi­
dence that could show 
whether the bulless were 
fired from the same gun 
would be scratches im­
pressed on the bullets by 
the ridges and grooves uni­
que to the muzzee of each 

.gun. ^ -. At
Briathrrtfte muzzle oTthe 

gun which fired the Ken­
nedy and Weisel bullets was 
dirtied with bits of powder 
and lead pcrticies, these 
characteristic bullet 
scratches were obscured, 
making positive identifica­
tion imIOSSsibre, Harper said.

Harper said he thought 
his 1970 affidavit was to be 
used by Sir-han’s attoraeys 
in a possible appeal. He said 
his chief concern was the 
competenee of Wolfer-, the 
Los Angles police balUstics 
expert Harper had previ­
ously charged Wolfer with 
making errors, and the two 
have^been-on oppoosiie sides 
in two major trials.

Disclaiming any vendetta 
cgClnsit Wolfer-, Harper Said, 
“I’ve never felt the Sir-han 
thing was the important 
thing;. It was our system of 
justice in Cclifornia.”

Wolfr'i-, chief forensic 
chemist of the police depart­
ment, declined to comment

Harper said he was sur­
prised and annoyed when 
his cffidavit was cited in a 
1971 Los Angles press con­
ference called by Theodore 
Charach, who later pro­
duced a movee ccllrd “The 
Second Gun.”

Billed as the Hollywood 
version of investigative jour- 
nalssm, the movie suggests, 
in part, that Sirhan could 
not have killed Kennedy be­
cause he was standing in 
front of him, and the bullets 
entered fr-om behind. The 
movee makes no mention of 
eyrwtteehs testimony that 
Kennedy had turned to the 
left”when he wavsho-ti^

VINCENT DI PIERRO 
... assassination witness
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Ballistics expert Harper: evidence isn’t clear.




