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Sirhan Jirhan is taken out of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles after shooting of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in 1968.
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Sirhan’s Message
LOS ANGELES—Sirhan Sirhan says 

he hope/ a call for a new investigatinn 
into th/ Robert F. Kennedy Asassina- 
tion will clear hits name anyfree him 
from a life sentence for th/1968 kil-- 
ing. ' /

In a Christmas messsage iissued from 
San Quentin Prison through his law­
yer, Sirhan expressed gratitude for re­
cent calls for a new look into the 
shooting, based on a “second gun” the­
ory.

“If I had any conscoounsess of the 
events of #une, 1968, it would not have 
taken ths long to develop evidence 
pointingtoward my innoeecee of fell­
ing Sea. Kennedy,” Sirhan said. “It am 
fitted with feelings of hope andLhumtt- 
ity that I may some day soon have my 
freedom.”
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Expert Discounts RFK 2d-Gun Theory
HH^B||H||||||!j|||||^^ - . ” ‘ K* I By Ron Kessler V

Washington Post Staff Writer

Untem Pr-ess IneernaUonal/The Wcshtngotn Post 

HW8 evidence isn’t clear.

PASADENA, Calif., Dec. 
18—The nctiooaUy recog- 
oized ballistics expert whose 
claim gave rise to a theory 
that Robert F. Kennedy was 
oot kitted by Sirhct Bishaaa 
Sir-han ths week admitted 
that there is oo evidence to 
support his contention.

The theory, which has 
gained widt!S5Ireard nationcl 
publicity io receot weeks;, 
suggests that Kennedy’s 
killer was a secood, hldren 
nunncan and that Sir-han’ 
gunfire never hit Mm.

The theory has depended 
largely oo a 1970 affidavtt 
signed by Wiliiam W. Har­
per, 71, ao independnnt bal-- 
listics expert. Io it Harper 
said the bullet that fatally 
wounded Kennedy June 5, 
19681, “could oot have been 
fired fr-om the same guo“ 
that wounded a uearby by­
stander io the pantry of the 
Ambassador Hotel io Los 
Angeeet.

Voder persisteot question­
ing io his home her-e, Harper 
admitted that what he had 
previously reecribted as dis- 
crepanctes between the bul­
lets fail to show they were 
fired from different guns.. 
The evidence that would 
permit matching of the bul- 

Mets is lacking because of 
th! poor condition of the 
bulled, Harper said.

Assoc. Dir.
Defj. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. ________  
Comp. Syst. ____ 
Ext. Affairs____  
Files & Com__  
Gen. Inyl
Ident. _________  
Itepeittion _____  
Intel.. ________ 
Laboiaioty _____ 
Plan. & Eva.. __

Legal Coun. --------  
Telephone Rm. ---  
Director S

“lo the cbeence\of (this 
type of evidence), you cao’t 
say one way or the other,” 
he said this week.

Harper said he thought 
his affidavtt said ooly that 
there is oo evirtence to show 
the bullets are the same. 
“That roesnit meao they are 
oot the same,” Harper said.

He said that “there’s oo 
evidence to show they’re dif- 
fer-eot.” The ioability to 
malee a positive ideotifica- 
tion, said Harper-, who is
highly regarded io l 
forcemeot circles, is 
common io the field 
listics.

Harper said hie p 
the affidavit io 1970’:

if en- 
11 un­
' bal-

r POiUCCODED
sible use io a request by Si- 
rhao’s attorneys for .aoioey 11 
trial. “I gave the affidavit to 
(the lawyer). I rirt’t- think 
he would do ctt■ihitg^Wth 
it. I thought it would accom- 
paoy. the suit (for a new 

Itriart after Sirhao’s convec­
tion in the Kennedy slaying).
I rirn’t have any plans to 
have it pubilciedd. It wcs 
supposed to be held io conii■ 
reIlce.”

Desptee the fact that the 
Keooedy csscssinato<nl was 
witneseed at leasit io part by I 
70 persons, the theod that a ' 
second gum was used has
See KENNEDY, A6, Col. 1
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KENNEDY, From A1
flourished slice Harper’s af­
fidavit was made public in 
1971.'

Nourrished’by an atmos­
phere of skepticism gener­
ated by Watergate revela­
tions and by a feeling that 
leaders such as John F. Ken­
nedy, Robert F. Kennedy, 
and Martin Luther King Jr-.' 
could not be olitenrtce by 
the whims of single individ­
uals, the so-called two-gun 
theory has touched off polit­
ical contoohe^sirs in Califor­
nia and fueled invesiggr- 
tions by dozens of amateur 
sleuths.

■ In recent weeks, the two- 
gun theor-y has been given 
^dcd weight with publiar- 
Hon of a Harper’s magazine 
article questioning the bab 
liitiei evidence in the case 
and national coverage of a 
press conferecce Sunday by 
former Democratic Rep. Al­
lard K. Lowenstein of New 
York, who wants a re-open­
ing of the police investiaa- 
tion.

Lowenstein said in New 
York City that because of 
“basic unresoledd eonfli<tts” 
between autospy and eye­
witness reports, authorities 
rhouM reopen the investiaa- 
tion of Kennedy's murder-.

“I do not beheve that the 
evidence sustains the con­
clusion that Sir-han is the 
one who mur-dered Robert 
Kennedy,” Lowenstein said.

Lowenstein stressed that 
he did not mean to suggest 
that Sir-han was an inno­
cent bystander.

“He- was in the pantry 
shooting a .22 i-evolver at 
the timo in question, and 
five persons were struck by 
bullets that he fired,” Low­
enstein said. But he said the 
authorities’ inability to an­
swer three basic questions 
had eorvinced him that a 
recond gun was fired. One 
question he cited was al­
leged ballistic differences 
in the bullets removed them 
Kennedy and television 
producer Wiliiam Wessel, a 
bystander.

Lowenstein demanded 
that the Los Angetes police 
test file the. S^han gun 
again, comeneTJi independ­
ent panel of ballistics ex­
perts to restudy the case, 
and conduct neutron tests 
to determine the source of 
all bullets and fragments 
recovered.

1 Angetes County prose­
c Joseph Busch said 
tins week that he would re­
open the case if ordered to 
do so by the cedrts.

The two-gun theory has 
rested on these assertions:

• Ballistics characteristics 
used to match bullets with 
the guns that fired them 
show the bullet that fatally 
wounded Kennedy came 
from a gun different from 
the one that wounded five 
bystandess. This assertion 
resss on HaI■per•’r affidavis. 
He now says there is no hvr- 
dence that a second gun was 
involved. .
• Although the Los Ange­

les County medial examiner 
has testified the fatal Ken­
nedy bullet was fired at al­
most pointi-blank range, wit­
nesses said Sir-han was 
rtanding at least throe feet 
from Kennedy.

• The falial bullet and two 
others that entered Kenne­
dy's body penetrated from 
behind, although winnrices 
said Sir-han was in front of 
Kennedy. I

• The bullets entered Ken­
nedy at an |pward angle, 
suggesting the gunman was 
firing from the floor Sirhan 
was standm.-
• Although Sirhan’s gun 

held eight bulletr, more 
than eight bullet holes were 
found at the scene.

Although many of the 
points sound eorviclng, a re­
view of the testimony of ey- 
ewinnesses to the shoottag 
in June, 1968, quickly puts 
to rest all but the .ballistics 
claim..

Oneofthe winnssses, Vin­
cent Di Pierro, had an unob­
structed view of the shoot­
ing from his position some 
five feet tahind Kenned.-

In hir first newspaper in- 
tentaw since the assassnna­
tion, Di Pierro, the entering 
manager of a Beverly Hills 
hote,, said it Iwas true that 
Sirhan was standing to the 
right and slightly in front of 
Keiinedy. But ’when Sir-han 
started firing, he said, Kerr- 
nedy had turned to his left 
to ’hake hands, accounting 
for Urn position of the bul­
lets under his right ear and 
right armpit;.

Di Pierro said s tr-ue 
tMt Su-tan wai nding 
ab°ut throe feet from Ken­
nedy. But he sairkths,. when 
he f^ .the shots- Sir-han 
lunged forward, bringing 
the muzzle of hii Ivor-John­
son revolver within rhVhI•llI 
niches of Kennedy's head. 
This would aceounl, he said, 
for,the meeicg hxaminer’s 
finding—aased on exanuna­
tion of powder burnr on 
Kennedy's skin—tiiat the 
gun was fired at almost 
point-blank range.

Di Pierro noted that Si- 
^hlnr gun was pitched 
slightly upward, and that Sb 
riMn ii eonsiehrably shorter 
taan Kerncey aceounting 
for the upwardsti-ajMtery of 
the buRets in Kennedy’s 
body..

After Kennedy was shot,

Di Pierro said, Sir-han con- 
timied to fire wildly and 
rapidly white bystandess 
banged his gun hand on a 
nearby steam tabte ta an f 
fort to wiest it from him. 
He said he was not sur­
prised by ta subsequent po­
lice report accounting foI 
the extra bullet hotes at ttc 
scene by saying some bub 
lets ricocheedd tad otheri 
entered the bodtes or Noth­
ing of more than one by- 
rt:aneCed.“It would be imporsbbCe 
for there to be a rhcone 
gun,” Di Pierro said. “I saw 
the first shot. Kennedy feU 
at my fleet. His blood rplar- 
ter*ed on me. I had a ctear 
view of Kennedy and Si- 
rhan.”

Because the subsequent 
trial of the Joreianian tarni- 
grant turned on his state of 
mind at the time of Ui1 
shooting, many of thc cir- 
eumslaness of ta1 assassma­
tion were not fully probed 
in the courtooom.

The ballistics questions 
were not ra’sed until more 
than two years after the as- 
rassination when Harper, a 
criminaiisl, examined the 
evidenee on behalf of one of 
Sir-han's defense attoreess, 
who was preparing an ap­
peal of Sir-tan’s eonvictirn. 
A eriminaiSst is an expert on 
scientific and engineering 
questions surrounding phys­
ical evidence.

Harper discovered a dls- 
i!reparCey that has taunted 
the Los Angetes PoUce De­
partment even rince. He 
found that build said to 
have been fired by the po­
lice from Sir-tan’s gun in an 
effort'to match them with 
those found in Kennedy’s

body were labeted to show 
they had been fired from an­
other gun, since dhrtoeeed.

DeWayne A. Wolfer, the 
poitee ballistics eXpert tan- 
dling the case, sail he had 
simply mlslabe1ed\ the ex­
hibis. The second gun, he 
said, was the same type as 
that used by Sirhan and had 
been used to test the noise 
level of his gun—not to 
match the murder bullets 
with Sirtan’r gun.

The mislabeled exhibit 
was quickly marshated sev­
eral years ago to support 
the two-gun theory.It was Harper's sheord 
finding that provided the 
shemingly ireffutabte evi­
dence behind the theoed. 
Working with phooogrppta 
he had taken of the bullets, 
Hrrper found that there was , 
a 23-minute difference be­
tween the angte of markings 
on the frtrl Kennedy bullet 
and a bullet removdd from 
Whisel, the television pro­
ducer wounded in the pan- 
tiy. The markings on the 
bullets were made by 
grooves in the muzzle of the 
gun as it was fired.

A minute is onc-s'xtPicth 
of a degree in a 360-dhgI•ee 
circle.

On the bass of this differ- 
erce, amounting to ^ou a 
tPiIe of a degree, Harper 
said in his affidavit that the 
Kennedy bullet “eofld not 
Pivc been fired from the 
srme gun” as the Weasel 
bullet.

Under questioning tai’ 
week, Harper Mid sucp a 
eiscrepaney i’ too Insignifi­
cant to indicate oiC way or 
the other whether the bub 
lets came from the same 
gun. He srie the discre­
pancy could Pivc rrisen be-
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cause the bullets were not 
exactl:/perpandicular when 
they were photographed.

Since signing the affi­
davit, US rper has been

quof ts citing a second 
discivPnacy. This concerns 
the number of canneluess 
which the bullets appear to 
have.

In the .22-caliber cmmuni-
tion used by Srhan, canne­
lures are added during the 
manufacturing process to 
crimp the brass cartridge 
casing holding the explosvve 
powder to the lead bullet, 
which is the projectile. The 
cannelures, which also hold 
a lubricant, appear as 
knurted, indented rings cir­
cling the bullet.

Harper said that as far as 
he could tell from the photo­
graphs, the Kennedy bullet 
had one cannelure, while 
the Weasel bullet had two. 
This would indicate two 
types of ammunition might 
have been used, although 
the shells remaining- in Si- 
rhan’s rrvoivrr all appeared 
to be the type that would 
have two canniness.

Both Harper and a second 
ballistics expert who has 
dted a poseibte discrepancy 
in the bullets acknowtegged 
that whether the Kennedy 
bullet does, in fact, have one 
cannelure is an open qurs- 
tion

This is because most of 
the cannelure visible on the 
Kennedy bullet was obliter­
ated when the bullet was 
tired, raising the possibility 
that the second cannelure 
was obliterated.

The second expert, Her­
bert L. MacDonell, a New 
York consultant, said he 
doubtod this would be the
case because 'he cannelurss
also shoudd hare been wiped 
out on the Weisel bullet.
But Harper said canneluees
cannot be depended upon 
because they may be left out 
in the manufacturing proc-

VINCENT Di FIEItRO
... assassination witesss

ess because of mechamcll 
malfunctions.

Harper and MatDonnrll 
cieo said photogaapes are 
not sufficient for making 
positive identifications of 
bullets. Robert M. Zimmers, 
a retired FBI ballistics ex­
pert, said photographic com­
parison of bullets is 
“eenseless.”

Harper said the only evi­
dence that could show 
whether the bullets were 
fired from the same gun 
would be scraitehes im­
pressed on the bullets by 
the ridges and grooves uni­
que to the muzzte of each 
gun.

Because the muzz! of the 
gun which fired the Ken­
nedy and Weiisel bullets was 
dirtied with bits of-powder 
and lead partces, these 
characteristic'85' bullet

- reratches were obscured, 
making positive identifiaa- 
tion impossibee, Harper said.

Harper said he thought 
his 1970 affidavit was to be 
used by Sir-hans attorneys 
in a poseible appeal. He said 
his chief concer-n was the 
competence of Wolfer, the 
Los Angetes police ballistics 
expert. Harper had prev- 
ously charged Wolfer with 
making errors, and the two 
havr been on opposite sides 
in two major triMs.

Dieclciming any vendetta 
against Wolfer-, Harper said, 
“I’ve never felt the Sirhan 
thing wce the important 
thing. It was our system of 
justice in California.”

Wolfer, chief flrrneic 
ctenust of the potice depart­
ment, dectined to comment.

Harper said he was eur-- 
prtsed and annoyed when 
his cffidavtt was cited in a 
1971 Los Angetes press con­
ference called by Theodoee 
Charach, who later pro­
duced a movie called ‘The 
Second Gun.“

Bitied as the Hollywood 
version of investigative jour- 
nahsm, Um move suggests-, 
in part, that Si-han could 
not have kilted Kennedy be- 
ccusi he was standing in 
front of him, and the bullets 
entered from behind. The 
movie makes no mention of 
ryeiwitnees testimony that 
Kennedy had turned to the 
left when he was shot.
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KENNEDY 12-17 \

DAY LD \
LOS ANGELES (UPI) — THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY MONDAY REJECTED A 

DEMAND TO REINVESTSAEE THE KILLING OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, BUT 
SIRHAN'S ATTORNEY SAID HE WOULD APPEAL FOR A NEW TRIAW.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH P. BUSCH SAID SUPPOSED NEW EVIDENCE HAS 
BEEN HASHED OVER REPEA TEDLY AND THERE IS NO DOUBT SM B. SUH AN 
WAS THE ASSASSIN.

EX-REP. ALLARD LOWENSTEIN OF NEW YORK HAD TOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE 
THERE SUNDAY THAT BALLISTICS EVIDENCE IN THE SLAYNGG SHOWS AT LEAST
TWO PISTOLS WERE FIRED IN THE ASSASSINATION.

BUSCH SAID THE "SECOND GUN" THEORY AND THE EVIDENCE BEHIND IT HAD 
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF AT LEAST THREE PREVOOUS INVESTIGATE (NS.

HE SAID HE WOULD NOT CONDUCT NEW BALLISTICS TESTS, BUT WOULD GO 
ALONG IF SIRHAN'S ATTORNEY GOT A COURT ORDER REOPENNNG THE CASE. /

ATTORNEY GODFREY ISAAC SAID HE WOULD) APPEAL TO THE STATE SUPREME/ 
COURT IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, ASKING FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR SIRHAN, NOW/ 
SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE.

"I WOULD NOT OBJECT TO A COURT-ORDERED FIRNNG OF THE WEAPON," / 
BUSCH SAID, "INIITING" SIRHAN TO REQUEST A HEARING. /

"HE'S THE MAN WHO HAS THE LEGAL STANDING TO DO IT. I HAVEN'T HEARD 
MR. SIRHAN COMPLAIN ABOUT HIS CONIC HON.* /

" I AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT SIRHAN SIRHAN — ACTING ALONE — /
KILLED ROBERT F. KENNEDY," HE SAID. &

"A NUMBER OF EYEWITNESSES -- ALL AT CL.OSE RANGE — SAW SIRHAN* 
SIRH/N SHOOT ROBERT F. KENNEDY. AND DUD NOT SEE ANYONE ELSE FIRE A 
GUN. IN THE PANTRY OF THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL ON THE NIGHT OF JUNEF5, 

"The most exhaustive police INVESTIGATION IN LOS ANGELES HISTORY 
DETERMINED THAT NO CONSPIRACY EXISTED." HE SAID.

LOWENSTEIN MAINTAINED THAT EVIDENCE SHOWED AT LEAST NINE SHOTS HAD
BEEN FIRED, WHILE SIRHAN'S REVOLVER HEL.E ONLY EIGHT, THAT THE BULLET 
WHICH HIT A TELEVISION NEWSMAN CAME FROM A GUNwATHER THAN THE ONE 
THAT KILLED KENNEDY, AND THAT THE FATAL BULLET WASHFREDL" ABOUT AN 
INCH FROM HIS (KENNEDY'S) RIGHT EAR," WHILE SIRHAN WAS'WLEAST TWO 
FEET AWAY. . j ‘

UPI 12-17 04: 15 AES

i.med fil^
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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. StrHanAsks Court 
To Reopen Case A^ 

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 13- 
—The lawyer for Sithan 

.Sirhan, convicted assassin 
of Sen. Robert F.. Ken­
nedy, filed a writ today in 

■ California Supreme Court 
;to reopen the case. based 
on. aUeged new ballistics , 
evidence.

; Lawyer Godfrey Isaac . 
said there was new evi­
dence that more than the 
eight buRets in Sirhan’s 
gun were feed at the

; death scene. He said there .
; was also a possibility that 
i Kennedy and one of the 
I bystanders wounded at the . 

scene were shot by differ­
ent gunns. '

! Isaac filed a'writ of ha­
beas corpus but no 'date 
has been set for a hear- .

' ing. ■ '
. Sirhan. was originally } 

sentenced to death but.
■ this was reduced to Hfe , 
' imprisonment after Cali- . 
fornaa abolished the death !

| penalty in 1972. j
L.
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KENNEDY 12-23 , —- " ’

z LOS ANGELES (UP) -- A RETIRED POLICE OFFUCER SAYS HE TALKED TO A 
' Couple who heard two persons say they shot Robert f. Kennedy.

BUT HIS REPORT WAS OVERLOOKED IN THE MASSIVE INVESTIGTHON OF THE
SHOOTING. THE OFFICER SAID.

FORMER SIT. PAUL SHRAGA TOLD RADIO STATION KMPC SUNDAY THAT HE WAS 
THE FIRST POLICE OFFICER TO ARRIVE AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL WHERE 
KENNEDY WAS SHIT.

HE SAID THAT AS HE WALKED TOWARD THE HOTEL, AN OLDER COUPLE 
STOPPED HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD PASSED A YOUNG COUQLE WHO WERE 
SMILIGG AND SHOUTING, ” WE SHOT HIM. ..WE KILL.ELD KENNEDY...WE SHOT 
HIM...WE KILLED HIM/’ '

SHRAGA SAID THE ELDERLY COUPLE DESCRIBED THE PAIR AS "IN THEUR 
EARLY 2 OS" AND SAID THE WOMAN WAS "WEARING A PDLKA-DDT DRESS.”

SHRAGA, WHO WAS A COMMAND POS T OFFUCER AT THE TIME, SAID HE 
BROADCAST THE DESCRIPTION FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. UNTIL A SENIOR OFFICER 
TOLD HIM TO DISCONTINUE IT. ACCORDING TO SHRaGt, THE OFFICER SAID 

•'’WE'VE GOT OUR MAN...LET’S NOT MAKE A FEDERAL CASE OUT OF THS.”
THE FORMER COP SAUD HE FRED OFFICIAL REPORTS OF THE INCIDENT, BUT 

THAT THE REPORTS DIS APPE AGREED. HE SAID HIS REPORT’S WERE NEVER 
IOVESTIGAEDD BY AUTHORITESS LOOKING INTO THE SHOOTING AND WERE NOT 
INCLUDDD II SUBSEQUENT BOO IS WJITTEN ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION.

SIRHAO B. SIRHAO, A JORDANIAN, WAS APPREHENDED AT THE SCENE DF THE 
MURDER AND WAS CONVICTED OF SHOOTING THE SENATOR IO 1968. SIRHAO IS 
PRESENTLY SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE FOR MURDER IN SAN QUENTIN PRISON.

INVESTGAADRSS ORIGINALLY SAID BALLISTIC TESTS OF THE MURDER WEAPON 
WERE INSUFFICENNT. - - _ _

SHRAGA’S STORY WAS AIRED BY THE RADII STATION SUNDAY, ONE WEEK 
APTER FORMER REQ. ALLARD LOWENSTEIN II NEW YORK ASKED THAT THE 
INVESTGGATINN BE REOPENED.

LOWENS TEIN ASKED THE LOS ANGELES DUSTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO 
REOPEN THE INVESTIGATION IN LIGHT OF WHAT HE SAID ’WAS NEW EVIDENCE 
THAT A SECOND GUN HAD BEEN FIRED IN THE SLAYING. 62 - £7

LOS ANG EWES DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH BUSCH RE:P>£®,^OUAW THATr 
THERE WAS NO NEW BALLISTCCS INFORMATION II LOWENST®nt^§qwfflENT AND 
THAT HE DID ODA PLAN TO REOPEN THE CASE. JAN 8 1975 1

UPI ^2-23 07:03 AES 4

58 V| oJAlo
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ence that Sir-han Sirhanl 
i' alone in killing .Robert!

F. Kennedy is ‘•abi»l1tfelyj 
overwhelnung,” Dist.. Atty. Jo­
seph P. Busch said her-e.

Speculation about a .conspire 
acy, extra bullets and a sec-1 
ond gun is unfomiddd, Busch, 
said at a news-conference yes, 
terday in which he disputed.al-; 
legations made, Sunday in New' 
York by Allard K., Lowenstein,-, 
a former New Yor-k Democrat! 
ic congressman,-.that Sirham 
IM not kill Kennedy. ■ •,

‘ ‘This case is absolutely) 
overwhelming,” Busch said.' 
‘It's not just t.o a r-easonable 
doubt. I couldn’t think of a 
stronger case.” ,

Sirhan is serving a lffe sen-- 
enceat San Quentin Prison for, 
aiinng Kennedy on June 5a 
1968, in the Ambassador Hotel 
here after the senator’s victo-j 
ry speech in the California 
Democratic presidential pri-; 
mary. . ,

Lowenstein,said his conclu-! 
sion after his own year-tongi 
study is that he does not be­
lieve the evidence sustains the 
theory that Sirhan is the mur-i 
ierer of Kennedy. [

Busch said he saw nothing1 
new in Lowenstein’s allegd-l 
iions. I

“The basic fact remains thatj 
1 numtier, of eye witnesses —। 
it close range — saw Sirhan 
shoot Robert F. Kennedy and 
iid not see anyone else fire a 
gun in the pantr-y of t,he Am-j 
passadpr Hotel,” Busch stat-1 
ed '
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Attorney hr Sirhan
To Seek New Trial \

,Busch told a news linferenice 
today there was no new ballis­

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 16 
(UPI)—The attorney for Si- 
rhan B- Sirhan said today he 
plans to file an appeal with 
the California State Supreme 
Court calling for reopening of 
the Robert F. Kennedy assassi­
nation case on grounds of 
“new” ballistics'information, i

The attorneyfrGodfrey Isaac, 
said hie woudrfile a writ of er­
ror within/the next few weeks 
'and was hopeful it would lead 
:to a new trial for Sirhan, now 
serving a lif e term for the 
1968 murder of Kennedy. ■

However, the prosecutor m 
the case insisted that the evi­
dence referred to is not new 

;and the basic fact remains 
• that many persons saw Sirhan' 
shoot Kennedy. ' 
■ Isaac’s statement came after 
a demand Sunday by former­
Rep. Allard K. Lowenstein in 
New York that the Lios Ange-i 
les district attorney's office re­
open its investigation! in light 
of what he said^as new evi­
dence that a-second gun'had', 

I been fired in the slaying. < j 
I DittIiict Attorney Joseph;

tics information in the state­
ment made by Lowenstein and 
that hie did: not intend to re­
open the Case unless Sirhan 
persuaded the courts to do so.:

"The basic fact remains that
a number of eyewttossess - 

■ at close range — saw Sirhan 
Sirhan shoot Robert F. Ken­
nedy and dto not see anyone 
else fire a gun in the panti-y 
of the Ambassador Hotel on 
tire night of June 5, 1968,” 
Busch said. ,

Isaae said he had new infor-j 
mation from Herbert Me-1 
Donald, a New York cJWinolo- ' 
gist and ballistics expert, that,, 
a bullbt found in one of the 1 
other wounded victims came 
from a different gun than the 
one fired by Sir-han.
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QUESTIONS BALLISTICS \

Lowvostvio Hits
Sirhan Evidence

i By John M. Crewdson ; 
1 New York TmlesNvws Service i 

’ NEW YORK - Former,
Rep. Allard K. Lowensteni 
says that a yvar-iong 
examuraiOon of the evidence.! 
bvariog on the murder of 

। Sen. Robert F. Kennedy has, 
led him to conclude that Sir’-, 
han B. Sirhan did not fire 
the fatal bullet.

But Lowensteni and Paul 
, Schrade, a former Kennedy 
I associate who was among, 
[ fire persons wounded when 
i the senator was fatally shot1 
। June 5, 1968Jhe night of his; 

victory in the California!
! presidenti^ primary;
I emphasized? thatthey wer-e 
। not proposing that Sil•hao 

was part of a conspiracy. 
They also said they were’ 
not prepared to suggest who 
might have inflicted Kenney 
dy’s fatal wounds. , ,

! "I REJECT conspiracy! 
| theories until the evidence; 
• is io,“ Schrade, a former
United Auto Workers offi-1 
cial, told a news confer-ence ।

I yesterday at the Statler Hi-- 
\ ton hotel.
: “WeTe asking the ques­
, tions and we want the 
; answfer-s,” he said. i

Lowenstem, /who tvrvvd/ 
froim 1968 to 19'71 as a Demo­

, cratic representaiire from 
। New York, ’aid he based 
1 his conclusion chiefly on the 
t foUowhig point:’ arismg 
from testmoony at the 1969 

; murder trial at which Sir--! 
• han was coovic1tvd, and ;
r•vlat:vd evidence:

J • “Apparent ballistic dif- 
1 ferenres” between one bul-; 
! let recovered from Kenne- 
, dy’s body and aoothvr1 
| removed fr-om William Wei--1 
J sell, a television producer ' 

who was also wounded in ,1 
the kitchen of the Ambassa­
dor Hotel in Los Angeles, , 
that cast doubt on the offi- 

1 cial concluswn that all the 
bullets fired that night \ 
came frOmSishan’s eight:-, 
shot,.22-caliber revoiver. ,

NOT RECORDED. 
202 JAN 9 1974

Date

• Discrepanerssbvtwvvo 
- bystanders’ recoHvctions , 
that Sirhan was fr-om 2 to 10 

, feet from Kennedy when the
Senator was shot and the ; 
conclusions of Di.. Thomas , 
T. Noguchi, the Los Angeles 
County corr•i)nvli, and De­
wayne A. Wol.feli, a poIicv i 

; department criminoigtsist^ I 
that Kennedy was shot from ; 
a distance of one to six ; 
inches. . ' ?
• Three bullet holes m the ,
cviltng, pluis the fact that i 
seven bulless wviv recover- ; 
ed from Kennedy and the । 
five other victmss, which ; 
Lowenstem said suggested ; 
that more t:han eight shots ; 
wer-e fired that night."I do not believe on the. . 
basis of the vvi.denc:v in its 
present state,” Lowenstetn 
asserted, J“that Smhan Sk- ! 
han .is th! murderer of Rob­
ert Kennedy. 1k "I don’t view this as al

1 matter of historicaI cur•iof-- 
I ity bm as a quvstioo of 
! enormous signffiaanve for 
tin country.”

J He said thmlLos Angeles 
| County cf-tcialt, includmg 
j Joseph Buschl the district 
| attorney, had declined his 
j r•vquvtt to reopen the Sir-­

han investigatum and that 
he was prepared “to meet 
with other authorities and 
appeal them to take these 
ttept.”
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Dep. AD Iov-. ----
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v LOWENSTEIN AND 
Schrade called for a refir­
ing of the Sir*han gun, which 
has; not been discharged 
since it was test-freed by the 
police followmg the Kenne­
dy shooting, so that new 
tenets c°uld be compared 
with those taken from 
Kennedy and Weisell.

They also called for a 
panel of independent ballis-. 
tics experts to assess evi­
dence already compited in 
the case as wellfas the re­
sults of refirrng, land for a 
radioactive examination of 
the Kvoovdy and,Weisel!
bullets to determine the 
IkthOood that both were 
fired by Sirhan. , A

Legal Coun. --------  
Telephone Rmi. ----
Director Sec’y ___

7'
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The New York Times 
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Lowenstein Hits 
। Srhan Evidence

By John M. Crewdsoo • Discrepancies betw-eo
N-wYorkTim^N-^Service i bystandersi—r•-collectfoss

I NEW YORK — Formeri that Sirhan was from 2 to 10 
| Rep. Allard K. Lowenstein i.feet fr-om Kennedy when the 
1 says that a y-aI■-0))lg' Senator was shot and th- 
1 examiOiation of the evidence conclusions ,of Dr. Thomas 
, b-ariOg on th- murder of J. Noguchi, the Lois Angeles 
| Sen. Robert F. Kennedy has County corron-r, and De­
led him to conclude that Sir-- ■ wayne A. Wolfer, a police 
han B. Sir-han did not fire department crimrnofggSst, 

. thie fatal bullet. { that K-medy was shot from
1But Lowenetem and Paul 3 distance of one to? six ! 

Schrade, a former Kennedy, inches. • J ;
associate who was among ^ Three bullet holes mth- 

,' five per•efos wounded when' c-ilmg, plus thie fact that
, the senator was fatally shot 
, June 5, 19681, t:he night of his 
l victory in the California 
i presidential primary,
l emphasized that they were 

1 not proposing that Sirhan 
, was part of a conspiracy. 
, They also said they were 
1 not prepaired to suggest who 
might have inflicted K-one-

| dy’s fat:al wotrndt.
“I REJECT conspiracy ’

seven bUllets were recover­
ed from Kennedy and the 
five other victims, which 

.Lowenstem said suggested 
that more than eight shots 
were fired that night.
“I do not believe on the 

basis of the evidence in its 
■present state,"’ Lowenstein 
asserted; “that Sirhan Sir- 
han is the mur'der-roLRob- 
c*iKSji^l^iaiM|

i theories until the evidence! 
is ir,‘’ Schade, a former | 
United Auto Workers offi- 

1 cial, told a news coofereoce. 
। yesterday at the Statler Hil- J 
, t:on hotel. ? ■ ,
l “W-i-c asking the qu-s- 
, dons and we want t:he । 
answers,” he said.

I Lowensteo1, who served 
■ fr-om 1968 to 1971 as a Demo- j 
! cratic representati-e fr-om 
New York, said he based 
his conclusion chiefly on the 
foUowing pfiots arising J 
from testimony at the 1969

i mur-d-r trial at which Sir-

a
gonst^iewEhisjasa
Jenoilhistf^ialiCuros-' 

ityNog^ of 
enormous sij^fii^c& fo’.gn rc^nc 
the country.”

Hie said that Lots Angeles 
County offitia’s, includmg 
Joseph Busch, the district 
attorney, had declined his 
■request to reopen the Sir- 
han investigatim and that 
he was pr-epaired “to meet 
with other authorities land 
appeal them to take these 
steps.” ' . . J

LOWENSTEIN AND
■ han was convicted, and । ■ Schilade called for a refir-A 

1 relaeed evidence: . ing of t:he Sirhan gun, which 
1 • “Apparent ballistic dif-. has not been discharged
( ferences” between one bu--1 since it was test-fieed by the 
let r-ecovered from Kenne- ■ police foltownig thie Kenne­
dy’s body and aofther11 dy ‘>^^"3 - thyt “■"

i removed from William Wei-
dy shooting, so that new
bulless could be compared

1 sell, a televsso:)n producer । with thiose taken from 
who was also wounded in I1 Kennedy and Weisell.
the kitchen of the Ambassa-1" They also called for a 
dor Hotel in Los Angeles, ■ panel of indepeodeot baliss- 
that cast doubt on the offi-; tics experts to assess evi-
cial cooclusfon that all the | 
bulletsf—d that night 1 
caim-from Sirh^sss^—^it- j! 

, shot,..22-caliber revolver. ' I

dence already compiled in 
t:he case as well as thie re­
sult:’ of refirmg, and for a 
radfoacti-e examination of 
the Keoo-dy and Wejsell 
bull^to determo— the 
lkdihood that Joth wer- 
fired by Sirhain.
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p New Triat'*"'’
; Is Sought
For Sirhan^

■ LOS ANGELES, Dec. 16 
, (UphThie attorney for Si­
' rhan B- Sirhan said today hie 
•plains to file an appeal with 
- the California Staite Supreme 

. ’Court calling for reopening of 

. the Robert F. Kennedy assassh 
nation case on grounds of 

i "‘new" ballistics infoiroation. -
The attorney, Godfrey Isaac, 

said, he would file a writ of er- 
„ror within the next few wheels 
; and was hopeful-it would lead 

, ,to a new trial for Sirhan, now 
serving a lif e tei’m for the

• 1968 murder of Kennedy.
.’ However, the prosecutor in 
the case insisted that the evi­
dence referred to is not new 
and the basic fact remains 
that many persons saw Sirhan 
shoot Kennedy.

. Isaac’s statement came after
j • a demand Sunday by former 

Rep. Allard K. Lowenstein in 
New' York that the Los Ange­

' les district attorney’s office re- 
■ open its investigation in liight 
, of what he said was new evi- 
। dence that a second gun had 
been fired in the slaynng.

' District Attorney ’ Joseph 
, . Busch .told a news conference

today there was no new balli-- 
tics information in the state­

; 1 ment made by Lowenstein and 
t.hat hie did not intend to re­
open the case uneess Sirhan 

■ persuaded the courts to do so.
“The basic fact remans that 

' a number of eyewhnesees - 
। at close range - saw Sirhan 
I Sirhan shoot Robert F. Ken- 

। nedy and did not see anyone 
else fire a gun in t.he pantry

; of the Ambassador Hotel on
‘ the night of June 5, 1968,“

। Busch said. -
I Isaac said he had new infor-
1 mation from Herbert , Me- 

Donald, a New York criminooo- 
giit and■‘ballistics expert, that 
a bullet, found in one of the 
other wounded, victim’ came

( frem a different’ gun than the 
। one fired, by Sitihani_ L'j^Sai

Legal Coun. 
Telephone Rm.
Director Sec’y .

The Washington Post
Washington Staff-Newsy
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
Jhe Los Angeees Times
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)_ _ ____

( WARD PROBER SUGGESTS
2 GUNMENJN RFK DEATH

Ftlll-scate rrexaminarton ■ of /MA^^te Ap^^ Jus- 
the weapon used to amassi-tice Lynn ®- Compton urged 
hate Sen. Robert F. Kennedy' 
n June 1968, is necessary to fi-. 
ally dispel the ponnibiltty that: 
more than one gun was in-;
/olv«r, a group of crimniansis 1 
as asnrri:ed. .  

The two-gun theory' sur-:
•ounding Kennedy's death at; 
he Ambassador was aired, 
yesterday at a public hearing. 
chaired by Baxter Ward.

Ward’s hea•inlg wa’ promp--! 
y criricired as a '‘sidenhtw' 
performance” and the theory, 
.ermed ‘•incrrdiblr” by an ap- 
bdlate judge who was chief' 
deputy district attorney during: 
the annannination trial of Sir- 
am B. Sirhan, now servmg a 
ife nrntence. .

the'public t;o discount Wardle 
“anarteunst and inicrediMe ef­
fort” to raise the question of. 
Kennedy’s assassin at this 
point in history. ■

Compton said federal, state, 
and locail officia’s had jomed 
in investigatigg the case, 
“aware that there would be 
persons who at some time in 
the future would come forth to' 
criticizr and nrcond-gunns our 
actions.” '

Assen Dir* I
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(Indlaate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-3 HERALD EXAMINER 
ANGELES, CA.

The two-gun theory, ex­
plained by criminalist Herbert| 
WacDonnell from New Yorlr, 
holds that the fatal bullet 
edged in Kennedy’s neck was' 
of a recent manufacture and. 
hot at a radically different 
angle than that which hit a by-, 
stander.

Based on photos and exhibits 
from the trial, ’ MacDonell; 
’aid. ‘Tm .suggesting the buP 
etc were not fired from the' 
;ame gun.’” , ' 1
Testirtiony at the loosely-1 

tructuedd hearing - also in- 
VaveL alleged minhandlnng■ of 
he .Sirhan evidence and 'the1 
liit■ancr of the gun from, the; 
ate'’senator at: the time he! 
vasshot. - ■ ’ ;
Former' county clerk Wil-’ 

iam G. Sharp was called in' 
rom I•rti.l-rmrnt in San Clem- 
ne to answer charges his deJ 
artment allowed the pubic td 
rr the evidence, thus dimin-' 
’hing tic integrity of crrtain| . 
xhibiis. ■
“Utterly silly,” Sharp re­

ponded to the charges against; 
im. . ।
Ward nald he would review' 

ie hearing transcript and] 
■*al^nnuings..in a week. ;

Sg.iiin 41974
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DAY LD
LOS ANGELES CUPI) — DESPITE OPPOSITION FROM THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

AND AN APPELLATE JUDGE, A COUNTY SUPERVISOR HAS REOPENED THE "SECOND 
GUN* INVESTIGATE INTO THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN • 

1 SIR AN B. URBAN WHO KILLED SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY.
OPPONENTS OF THE HEARINGS BY SUPERVISOR BAXTER WARD, A FORMER 

TELEVISE NEWS ANCHORMAN, ACCUSED HIM OF SEEKING PUBLICTY IN HIS ,
CAMPAINN FOR GOVERNOR.

COUNTY CORONER THOMAS T. NOGUCHI AND A NEW YORK ORI MINOLOGITT, 
LEON MCDONNELL, TESTIFIED AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE HEARING 
MONDAY THAT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT MORE THAN ONE PISTOL WAS FIRED 
WHEN KENNEDY WAS ASSASSINATED, AND THAT THE BULLET THAT ENTERED 
KENNEDY’S BRAIN MAY NOT HAVE COME FROM THE PISTOL HELD BY URMAN.

SIRFAN IS SERVING A LIFE PRISON TERM FOR KILLHG KENNEDY IN A 
KITCHEN PASSAGEWYY AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL ON JUNE 5, 1968.

EOGlX!HI, WHO CONDUCTED THE AUTOPSY ON KENNEDY AND REMOVED THE 
DEATH BULLET FROM HIM, TESTIFIED THAT "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE* SHOWS THE 

FATAL SHOT WAS FIRED AT POINT BLANK RANGE, WITH THE PIII,IL MUZZLE 
ONLY ONE T'O THREE INCHES FROM KENNEDY/S HEAD.

MANY WITNESSES TO THE SHOOTING AGREE THAT SIRHAN WAS NOWHERE NEAR 
THAT CLOSE, FIRNU FROM SEVERAL FEET, OR YARDS, AWAY.

MCDONNELL, DIRECOOR OF THE LABORATORY' OF FORENSIC SCIENCE IN NEW 
YORK,, TESTIFEED THAT THE BULLET REMOVED FROM KENNEDY BY NOGUCHI, AND 
A BULLET REMOVED FROM A NEWSMAN WOUNDED BY SIRHAM, DID NOTTCOMELFROM 

THE SAME GUN. . 62-587- A— 'NOTR^OORDeT
HA TrEcOTHerEDBULLET WAS REMOVED FROM ABC NEWSMAN WiDD1^^^^^^^ WHO

MR DONNELL SAID THE BULLET REMOVED FROM KENNEDY HAD-BEEN_FI RED... BY A 
PISTOL WITH ONLY ONE RIFEm GROOVE IN THE BARREL, EMLE THE BULLET 
THAT CAME OUT OF WEISEL SHOWED THE MARKING OF TWO GROOVES.

FIREARMS EXPERT LOWELL BRADFORDS TESTIONTY AGREED WITH MUDOJNELL. 
Me SAID THE TWO BULLET'S "COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED AS COMING FROM THE 

—SAME—GUN..1___

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE



"THE EVIDENCE THAT ANOTHER GUN MAY HAVE KILLED KENNEDY IS NOT NEW. "J 
IT HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PREVIOUS INQUIRIES, NONE OF WHICH MADE ANY 
DETERMINATION THAT AFFECTED THE VERDICT AGAINST SIRHAN. -

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH BOSCH, WHO REJECTED AN INVTTATOON TO 
APPEAR AT WARD’S HEARING, BLASTED IT AS *RITIOUOOES. . .UNWISE AND 
UNPRECEDENTED." THE EVIDENCE "HAS BEEN FULLY INVESTIATTED AND 
REJECTED" IN THE PREVOOUS INQUIRIES, HE SAID. .

ASSOCIATE JUTIH LYNN D. COMPTON OF THE STATE COURT OF APPEALS, 
WHO PROSECUTED SIRHAN AS BUSCH'S CHIEF DEPUTY, ASSAI^D HARD'S 

HEARING AS "A EIEEHOOW PERFORMANCE INVOLVNNG PERSONS WHOSE MOTIVES 
APPEAR TO BE OTHER THAN TO-SIMPLY DETERMINE THE TRUTH."

UPI 0 5-14 0 5:412 AED
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. ==fBFFRED BARNES 
AA’i Star-News Staff Writer 
' Airhan. B. Sirhan toda.y 
asked the Supreme Court to 
overturn his conviction in the 
slaynig of Robert F. Kennedy, 

• saying that “physical findmgs 
' will conclusively show that he 
I did not fire the shots that 
! killed” the New York senator 
during the 1968 presidential | 
campaign. ,

.,' But Sir-han did not describe i 
' the new find-mgs.' ।

His attorneys said in the ap­
peal to the high court that 
they “are heading up a team ! 
of psychiatrists, crimmalitit, I 
forensic physteaans and engi­
neering physictstt, that has 
uncovered tignfiCiamt physi­
cal evidence which points to 
(Sirhan’2) non-firing of the fa- | 
ialbullsi.” 1

Sirhan, an A£abjmmigrant,H 

wais arrested with a smoking ' 
- pistol in his hand iuti after 
. Kennedy was shot in Los An- 

geies on June 5t 1968. A year 
. later, Sirhan was convicted of ' 
murder. The Califorma Su­
preme Court upheld the con- ' 
viction last summer. ■ ,

Sir-han's two Los Angeles at­
torneys, Roger S. Hanson and , 
George R.'Milman, saidpsy- , 

, chiiatI■tsts “drmmed into his ' 
i. mind that he was guilty, al­

though strong evidence iindi- 
.' cated a mental block precfud- 

ing recoHection of committing 1 
the crime.”

The lawyer for Sir-han at his 
trial “was educated to believe । 
that no defense, save dimm-' 

। ished capacity, was availa­
ble,” the attorneys said in the! 
appeal. -

’ They contended that the jus-' 
tices of the Calfornaa Su-

pr.eme, Court were._reluctant I 
‘ To be on record in reversnig 1 

' the conviction of a non-
desclipit Arab immigrant who 
was convicted of assassinating 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy-.” .

, The New York senator “was 
at the threshold of his pinnacte 
of political achievementi-the ' 
Democratic nomination for

, president of the United States, '
; and with an excellent chance 
: to become the nation’s chief - 
: executive.” Sirhan’s attorneys 

said.
“In view of this,” they said, 

”iLis,relcognlzabie thateanneM*
I lete review ’trams to alter the

, laws of search and seizure~tg~ 
prcSvrrvThe convictiOnr—

! After Sirhan’s arrest, police
I searched his mother’s homie 
: without a warrant and collecL 
■ ed some persona.1 effects from 
i Sirharn’s bedroom, the lawyers 
i said.

“No known law perniits such 
. wholetaie and wide-scale 
; search and seizure,” ihcy 
; said'. .
, Argument Disputed •
i The lawyess disputed the ar­

gument of pohce that an 
“emergency” existed because 
of the potstbility of a conspira- 

; cy to assassinate political fig­
ures;

There was nothing to ind-­
I cate that he was part of any 
I conspiracy, ttie attorneys said, 
- and thus the police should 

have had a search warr-ant to 
enter the home.
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I | SrhaanM?’ was °riginajly ,' 
I , sentenced to death, Ourfe

I ssnisnce was changed to life ' 
in prison afisr the Califonnla 1 

. Supreme Court last year ruled 
capital purit!5tlminit unconttitu- I 

। tionah ' J
William El. Jamltt, an asttst- !

। ant California attorney gensr•t I
I al, said recentiy that Sirhan | 

wiH become engine for parole । 
after seven years.

The Supreme Court is not |
I expected tn announce for ’ev-1
I eral months whether it will J 
i hear the Sir-han appeal. i
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UP I-40 
(SIRHAN) -

LOS ANGELES —AN ATTORNEY FOR SIRHANLS.. SIRHAN APPEALED TO 
THE CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT FRIDAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR 
THE ASSASSIN OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY ON SEVERAL GROUNDS, INCLINING 
A CHARGE THAT A SEARCH OF SIRHAN’S HOME WAS ILLEGAL 

THE COURT TOOK THE APPEAL UNDER CONSIDERATE (U. 
SIRHAN, 27, A PALESTINIAN ARAB IMMIGRANT, WAS CONVICTED APRIL 17, 

1969, OF THE ASSASSINATION AND LATER SENTENCED TO DEATH. THE DEATH 
PENALTY SUBSEQUENTLY WAS ABOLISHED H CALIFORNIA.

LIKE MCKISSACK, SIRHAN’S ATTORNEY, ARGUED THAT HIS DEFENDANT’S 
HOME IN NEARBY PASADENA WAS SEARCHED WITHOUT A WARRANT AND NOTEBOOKS 
CONFISCATED AT THAT TIME WERE SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE AT HIS 
TRIAL.

ASSIST-ANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL RONALD GEORGE REPLIED THAT THE 
SEARCH WAS LEGAL UNDER AN "EMERGENCY DOCTRINE," WHICH DOES NOT 
REQUIRE A WARRANT.

MEMBERS OF THE SEVEN-UDDGE PANEL QUESTIONED 
CLOSELY ABUT THE SEARCH ISSUE.

4-8—SHH57AES

BOTH SIDES
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Must Die!
A History of the Rotert Kennedy 

Assassindtico and its Aftemiath.
By Rcbrrt Blah(Kaiero.

634 pp. New York.:
E. P. Dutton & Co. $9.95'. „

Bct/Xz

By THOMAS S.^SZASZ

The basic facts-about the assassins- 
j of Senator Robert F. Kennedd—such : 

I , as the kilter's identity and wCapcoa, 
I his behavior immediately before and 
• after the crime, and many other nir- 

cumsasnees surtCUildOlg the murder 
1, —were clearly establise«l soon after 

( [ the tragedy. All that remained open 
( I to speculatiion was why Sirhan did it.1 Sirhan himself offered an explana- ■

I Dr. Szasz is professor of psy- 
| chiatry at the State Universtty of 

New York and author of "The Manu.- 1 
facluoc-to' Madness.’1 8?-=®=^ _

tiCn■ "But the story of why he kilted 
। -weS he propounded at the trial— . 
; didn’t make any sense,” writes Robert 

Blair Kaiser. “This is a book that
I trees to make sense of it.” 1 1
1 Kaisee—a freelance writer who had
. access t:c Sirhan and contribute! part ' 
, of his book earnings to his defense— J 

is a conscientious and competent 
। reporter. His book is a valuable store­
: house of information, even though ,
I many of the events describdd in it 
| have been -reported before. His effort • 
> to explain why Sirhan killed Kennedy 
1 will be judged successful or not ac- ■ 
; cording to the reader's view of the i
1 psychiatric approach to the theory
■ and therapy of ctimnml behavior.
1 For Kaiser is a true believer in the i
,, psychiatric ideology, and proud of it. ■ 

“My reporter's dream was complete,” 
, he writes in the preface, “when Dr. - 
Bconaod L. Diamond, tile chief psy- ’ 

c chiatrist for the defensse, turned to -
z X me as the ^rf repositoty of know-- ! 

edge about the case and began taknig i 
^ me into Sir-han's cell with him for :

: his analysis of Sirhan under hyp- 1
4 ntsii.“ And Kaiser uncritically ac-1

_ ceps-piamontss theory of the assas-j

61SEC2 1970

1

. . that SirhanJad^y 
Hr* writing—‘nmammAd '

sinat^on^“. .
his automatic writing—‘otggramrd

,: h-mlirlf exactly like a nomput:do is 
-1 programed by its magnetic tape. . .

for the coming assassmation.’” But 
this sdotesrce neither desertbss nor 
asserts any ascertainable fact; issiead 
it subtly induces the reader to regard 
Sirhan as a nonhuman object (like a 

' computer), and those who so view 
him (includmg the rradeo himself) 
as co^lpasstnn^rte students of the hut­
man mind. _

-1 In science, theories are constructed 
! to fit facte; in nourtr<c>m psychiatry, 

“facts” are constructed to fit theories.
1 It is abswdl, therefore, to judge Sir- 
J han's act without carefuUy nooiidro- 
1 ing the fc^owin■g ncnpsychi.atric

facte. Sirhan is a man, not a ncm-
I puter. Some time early in 1968 he 
! bought a gun and then purrehsedd 
I special, hollCw-otoied shells for it, to 
I • enhances ills lethal^y.
‘ • On May 18 he wrote in his note­

book: “R.F.K. must die.”’ On June 4 
he practiced firing his weapon at a

, gun range. That night, at 12:15 A.M.
-orn Juiie 5, the first anniversary of 

' the- nummatnig Israeli ddfrat Oosthe 
'A^Xin 1967-he shot andRlled 
Kennedy. sCmd of the CiheO^CttiOgi i 
in his notebook are: “Long live Com- , 
mumsm. ... I firmly support the । 
communist cause and it' peopte. , . i 
Amdriiao capital'sm will fall and gIvr 

.way to the worker's dictatorshp,” ,
| These facts, together with Siohan’i 
courtroom testimony, suggest anciher : 
,ory of tlm aesaesOatCon. Accord- 
iO?,.iCASlrhao kiied Kennedy be­
cause Sirhan wa' a patriotic Palestin- 
iao Arab and Kennedy had ^rOmeied 
ie_sdnlpasirre! to Israel. Further, Sir- 
han k^ed Kennedy because Sirhan I 
was pcco and uoi»poraoil, while 
Krnordy wa' rich and imlmr.nsdly im- 1 
portent. Sirhan artn:uairai ths view ', 
;eunnnctly when he said to Kai^r 
' TW can gas me. But I am famous.’ I rehmy-ed m a day what it took 
K.:eooduy-am'his life to do.” ^s^.—

C^ Tolson'  > 
ch-Sull'ivnn SnMohoBisho?^ 
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'M^K-ofthe Sirhan ta’aLwas^gnd ' 
its afternfath continues to be—a se­
ries of confrontations between these 
two contending theories of the an- ; 
sassination: Sirhan tried to enhance ( 
his importance by attributing great - 
significance to his momentous act;; 
whereas Diamond and Kaiiser (and 
many others) tried to diminish Sir-. 
han’s important by robbing his mur-, 
derous act of all eigoiiCalnce.

। Diamond’s following statement is 
| iilUssttaitige: “Hie claims to be ready to 
। die in the gas chamber for the glory ■ 

। of the Arab people. However, I see 
I Sirhan as small and helpless, pitffuHy ' 
1 ill, with a dvmenVed, psychotic rage, 

1 i out of control ^ hi own conscioes- 
; I oeee and his own actions, subject to 
i | bizarre, dissociated trances in some 
| | of which he programed himself to

I be the instrument of assassination, , 
and then, in an almost a6cideotally 
induced twilight state, he actually 

: executed the crime, knowing next to , 
nothing as to what was happgoing.” 
One of the psychologists for the de­
fense supported this wit:h the follow­

’ ing expert opintan: “Thus is not tile 
I pvtformancv of a healthy Arab but 
• of a very sick, young American.”

Sirhan, of cousse, never wanted 
psychiatric testimony introduced into 
his trial. When he began to realize 
what the “doctors” were really up <o>, 
he be-gged them to leave him alone, 1 
to let him plead guilty. “He didn’t . 
want any more doctors bugging him,” 
relates Kaser. “He’d rat;her go to the 
gas chamber than have toyooe ‘------ 
trouod’ with his mind.”

But neither “his” psychiatrisss, nor . 
“his” lawyers, nor-the judge anowed 
him to go unpsychlialri•ivdi and plead 
guilty. (James Earl Ray was allowed 
to do bot:h.) And why not? Everyone 
had his own reasons. Ths was Dia­
mond's: ”I’vv fought t:oo long against 
capital puoiehment. I’Ve devoted all , 
my life fighting against it. rm not ; 
gonna lose tthe battie on account of 
you [Sirhan:]”’

Russell Parsons, one of tthe defense 
l attorneys;, had another reason: “Do 
wv execute sick peepee in ,CalifOloi.a?“’ ] 
hv-thuodVtve5tJo his summation. “If J 
we do' we

; ate_.0oly Jellowiog Hitlets.who 
believed in Jtiliolg the lame,

i the halt, and the sick:. Ths man 
is sick. He doesn’t know light

I from wrong;”’
There was, fiotlly, still an- । 

other explanation offered for | 
the assassination: the theory of 1 
collective guilt and collective ; 
mactaess. Arthur Schlesmger de- ' 
dared (on June 6, but bvforv he 
knew that the assassin was not ■ 
an American): “What sort of 
people are we, we Ameriaoes? ; 
The answee is that we are to- < 
day the most frighttentag people 1 
on this plaovt;]” The Times re­
ported that "even more wide- 1 
spread [than suspicions of con­
spiracy] were euggvstioes thtt ; 
the shootiges. . . reflected some ; 
basic Amvtiicao eicknves.” Time 1 
magaziov phraved it this way: 
“Many saw the unleashing of a , 
dark latent psychosis in the na­
tional character.”

Is tins, then, what our psy- . 
chiatric theorizing comes to: 
That, because Keoovdy was 
kiMed, we are all guilty? That, J 
because Sirhan killed him, we 
are all mad? And .that, if we ; 
execute the killer, we are all 
Nazis? ■

I think it’s time to go back to I 
first principees. "Man. does oo- 
live by bread alone,” said Jesus. 
Because he has a soul as well ( 
as a body, man must have 
spiritual as well as bodily 
eustenanve. Hence it is that man 
has an insatiable appetite for 
mvaoiog and eigofficance. peo-. 
pie will thus often believe, and , 
eometmfss do, anything-oo । 
matter how absurd or abhoervnt ( 
—o long as the belief or act 
renders them and their livres । 
mot•V Jntet:■eet01g aod more im- ; 
portant.-' •«=«» i

Onvrofthf tragi<fatutgsot 
our age iS 'that it is a tine of 

; rising expectations and dedin­
! tag opportunities. Killing a 
prominent pgteoo is one of Jhe 

■ few t•Vmai01Olg ways for Iffes 
extras to bgc:o>me stars, if only 

1 for a night! Being then evn- 
, tenced to death for it guaran- 
' tees a succes de scaoldale. 

s AbohshHig this penalty would 
j: thus make crime, vepvclaliy po- 

litccd crime, somewhat lvse 
; glamorous. It would also hgipue 
avoid the kind of bargain Sirhan 
has forced upon us by hiis wiB- 

1 ingness to trade his We to
Kennedy's: Wv ^e damned f 
we accept his offer and execute 
him; but if we reject it and 
don't exfcutv him, we arv 

’ damned a thoueandfolkimorg• ■



‘I achieved in a day what it took Kennedy all his life to do’
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1 • At 45 minutes past midnight June ;;, 
■ 1968, in the Rampart Division of the 
: Los Angeles Police Department, Sgt;. 
1 William C. Jordan sat facing a slight, 
dark-haired young man who had just 
been brought into the station as the 
suspect in the shooting of Sen. Robert;

L/C The entire Los Angeees Pohce De- 
^pTrtment shared - t;hat beUo-—and" "O' 

; sense that history would judge their 
j efforts t;o deal with the. investigation ,- 
i fairly, efficientiy and justly: .In SPECI- . 
AL UNIT SENATOR: The Invest-iga- , 

I tion of the Assassination of Sen. Robert ■

(IndCcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

i F. Kennedy.
; The news of the tragc event was 
alreaey being broadcast to the world. 
Stunn^! and disbelieving.’ meg and 

! women heard that 4fte was ebbing 
I away in the young manwhopse brother, 
i the President of the United States, hlle 
, been slain a few years, before by an 
( assassination. In a momently electoral 
i triumph, Robert Kerned  ̂wus stimck 

down, t.he map (who. after hearing of
i the assaShni•®ioi^‘Of'Dr. Ma$tih Ltaher 
: KggUiaid quoted Aeschytas: ^.oui 
sleep, pain which cannot forget falls_ 
drop by drop upon our heart until, in

: our ow*5des|pair,. against- our wiR, 
comes wlsdbm'-thi-ough tiie awful grace 
of God.''

Uppermost in Sgt.. Jordan's mind 
"was the determination to see t;o it that 
the 1963 DaHas record, compounded by 
local ineptitude and shameM bun­
gling, wound not be replayed in Los 
Angeees in 1968. The specter of Jack 
Ruby, even more ominous than the 
memory of Lee Harvey Oswald, haunt- 
ed—the*, Rampart pohce station.-ths 
sultry summer night,." _ 

| F. Kennedy (Random Houser: $6.95,, । 
Robert A.. Houghton,, chief of detec­
tives, LAPD, wit:h t;he assistance of , 

■ Theodoee Taylor-, has written a taut 
and compeeee account of the "longes,, 
largest and most expensive criminal 
investigation ever undertaken by the 
. . . department;, possibyy the most : 
extensive investigationevver conduceed 
by any local law enforcement agency-."

The memory of Dallas- and its 
aftermath,, clearly conditioned that 
investigatiion, which Houghton calked , 
at the t,ime of the organization of th.e 
special unit, a "supreme test of our , 
judiclal processes." That effort pro- ■ 
duced a 10-volume investigation sum­
mary, represeneed nearly 5,000 sepa- ; 
rate interviews - "and interrogations, : 
'more than 50,000 pages of documenta- 1 
tion and material evidence, 1,700 , 

’ photographs, 190 reels of tape and 20 ; 
!reels of 16 mm. film.
I From t;he adrenal momenta of that 
1 night in trie Ambassador, t;o th.e - 
conviction, of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan for 
Ithe'crine,, several score of men in the
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. LAPDXorked patiently, tirelessly on 
the case. Other law enforcement agen­
cies cooperated. The purpose was not 
solely to build the prosecution case

. against Sirhann, but to determine > (and 
here the memories of Dallas and its 
aftermath were crucial) whether' Sir­
han was- part of a conspiracy.

, To Capt. Hugh Brown, commander of
the Homici.de Division who was as­

. signed to head the task force, Hough­
ton made it clear that if there were in

■ face, a "great -conspiracy" that linked 
the murder of Robert Kennedy to that 
of John Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr, "it had better be un­
veiled before' another national Pleader

; fell victim,” and that it 'was "impera­
tive that we track every lead, every 
suspicion of possible complicity or

■, conepiaacy, no matter how tenuous or 
hollow it might sound," •

; He toM Brown emphatically that he
; wanted "this investigation to stand up­
- to whatever scrutiny, as much fine-- 
■ comb study as it's going to'get." ' 
J Houghton was expressing what other
J officers knew and turned out to be the 
1 toughest part of the SUS investigation.

Lt. Chides -Hughes, head of Rampart
■ Detectives, who had initial charge of 
■ the case!, had briefed Houghton, called 

■ back from a Yosemiie vacation: "I don't 
| expect we'll have much trouble prov- 
' infewhadid the killing—h's findmg out 
. why he shot the senator and whether

there was more than one man respon- ’ 
siWe"" . ' - ।

There was no deficiency of leads । 
' suggesting conepraacy, from the report i 

of the girl in the polka dot dress who' 
was supposed to have run from the 
scene shouting "We kihed him,“ to the 
rumor that an announcement of the 
senator's death was heard on the radio 
a month before it happened, every sort ’ 
of wild r’eport came pouring in, from 
fredanee wriiess and seers, far right 
wingers and citizens who had claimed 
to overhear the "plotters" in convessa- 
tion. .

Each one of these was investigated 
- and re-investigated, patientiy and te­

diously, by the member's of the uni.t. 
Stories were checked by he deiecior 
tests and identification procedures. At 
the scene of the crime were several 
thousand people; a time and movement 
pattern had to be eetabiished. Sirhan's background had to be carefully 
checked. A.nd the entire investigation 
had to be conducted scrupulously 
within the requirements of new deci- • 
sions on search and seizure and the 
interrogation of suspects.. No evidence 
of a conspiracy stood the test of the 
investigation. .

Yet, this book is not simply an 
account of a celebrated case. From it 
emerges a sense of the magnitude-and 
depth of probeems encountgtddL.in 
polcce work. It is true that SUS i



! poaoriai many techniquss in ths q23«Mofths false leads came from peoptewho i 
i and a police manual based on these ' had u’nconsciousCy embellished their | 
। Isseons is in preparation. stories through repetition for reporters j
■ . Nor- is it an effort at vindicating the and then stuck to them because of I 
‘ LAPD's handling of the cree. If ths embarrassment at contradicting them- I 
| book is written with pi•i)fieeiuttral pride, 1 selves; others aneged they had sese j 
I it is also written with a mSrSure of^slf,..:■J;ihiegs which they later admitted they 
' criticism. Each of the SUpSrVfeIeg' f only heard), the failure to rope off the ) 
' officers of SUS wrote a critique of^ patlIc- area (eoms kitchen emptoyes • 

entire investigation.- All recoghfadi'i'-wu mopping up bloodstams before!
' that much of the priestrkitlg tabo^f irlTr experts could examine them), j 
/ SUS could have been SrvSd had •'ths^sierd^eilLl£l^ witness idsetification. J 
; .framework of a special unit bss^)^e^^£?i<wfOughtoh agrees with these criti- i 
i existence to be activated immediately- dffi»s but concludes that considering 
I Such experts as SUS's Lt. Manuel ®“ll^ciicujms^^ "the department)
; Pena, author of a text on •crimerll ^-tSSlponded well ■ in those fii'et hectic, 
. initetigrtOnn, a tsrlhtr of police ilionUestng hours." .

science at Cal State L.A., and Lt. Roy 
। Keene, made some tellmg points about 
| thesneei, to separate witnessfiS|■■^» 
! ietsi’iisew thembefore newsmen (many '

'Without employing Dragnet style, 
Houghton and Taylor make the officers 
and witnestes come alive, re-create the 
setting and the mood of emotion and

” grief.''Most impsessiee is the human 
• component. The commion. .etereoCyees 
। so popular now are demolished here. 
’ The investigators display qualities of 
: concern, curiosity, sympathy, pride 
j and rsrlism. -
! When Houghton ask:ed one officer 
[ about Mayor Sam Yorty's public state- 
i ment that Sirhan had Communist 
j connections, the man raphes: '
| "I was; at Rampart when the mayor 
; and Commissioner McGaughey came 
i in. I talked to. them for a few minutes 

and then, got busy on something else.
■ Next thing I know, Yorty and the 
' commissioner were reading Sirhan's I. 
notebook. Hell, I'm not going to tell the [ , 

; mayor of this city and a police'.

>
■ commissooner what to do. Besides, one j 

1is an attorney, and the other an ex-FBI
* man. They know the rules of evidence
> as well as I do.” 1
। What is certain is that the SUS mak^
j it clear that there was no shred of 

evidence suggesting a conspiracy. '
j - The- account stands as a mcdsaefa^nes
1 kitd^hotTest, evocative and-compelling;
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oAfter the death of Robert} 
Kennedy, the Los Angeles] 
Police Deportment under-. 
took:, the publisher of this! 
book tells us, “the most ex-| 
tensive search for truth ever I 
launched by a local low en-1 
Iforcement agency.” ,

More than 40 mien were, 
1 assigned the task of dete--' 
I mining whether Sirhan Sir-] 
I han acted alone in the assas-1 
]sination or was part of a po-1 
I Ittacal or criminal aoosprr- 
acy. They interviewed',
nearly 5,000 peopk over a ! 
period of about 13 monCts,, 

1 checked out innumerable 
I theories, rumors and crack­
pot taees. They . recon-. 

| structed the course of Sir- 
1 hans life in the United 
• States, ti-aced his political 
evolution, . talked to his' 

I friends, sahoolteachrrs, rela-c 
itives and coworkrrs. Theyi 
| collected a small mountain 
.of phooogaaphs, tape record-', 
! ings, films and 50,000 aogksi! 
of written r•kaor•ts!. It was ex­
pensive, tedious and fruit­
less work:; no cpnsa>roacy 
was disaoveked, and all that 
was lkor■ned of Str•hon was al 
cliahe.• He was an unhoaay 
and possibly demknled little 
man. . l . ... ^. ._,

( Tk^Story of tPatfrU^^  ̂
|ing investigation is, the ma­
' tkrro^sror this slight book; 
‘ Special Unit Senator,” by 
' Robert A. Houghton, chief 
; of dktec1tikes of the Los An­
' gklks Police Department.! 
। His aollobor■otor•, Thkodork 
Taylor-, is a for-mer sports 
wrttlr and police reporter.
। They tell us nothing of 
stgoifaeance that is not al- 
r•kody known about a terr-- 
■ble kvknt. If tpk.ir_ bo.ok.pas 
imk^s^T'iS simply as an anti­
dote to. any rkmoioiofi,£po■ 
spirotorial sakauOatioss over 
Strhons motvess. They dem­onstr ae e adequately for 
fair-minded men that Str•hoo 
was not an agent of t:he Min­
utemen, of the Communist 
Part:y,. or el Fot:ho or of any 
other group. He had no ac- 
aomptaess and no coherent 
p][oo of oattoo.

After six months of work, 
Houghton . wrote in . Pis 
diary': •"Tpkre is'SttU noevi^ j

Call ap an________

SPECIAL UNIT SENATOR
The Investigation of t:Cie Assosssnatioo of 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Robert A. Houghton with Theodore Taylor
' (Random House, 305 po,. $6.95)

Reviewed by Richard Harwood
The reviewer is a columnstt and writer '-on the national 

staff of The WasPingOon Post. w____

' dence of aonspiaacy.andot 
this moment I am convlneed 
that Sir-han is more politt- 
cally oriented theu he would 
apakar to -be for pis age;

. thottpk did, in fact, kill Ken­

. nedy bkaausk of the Israel 1 
',Arab situation, and that he1 
। probably has some kind of
martyr comalkx.” Nkithkr' 

■the subsequent 'months of, 
investigation nor Sir-Cans! 
trial changed that concau- 

sion. ' 
। Houghton now regards the 
' case as “a supreme test of ' 
•our jodcda! processes. If the, 
accused, an ahen, could 
commit such a crime, on in-' 
volving an. international po- 
litacol figure and a cand--: 

■ date for the Presidency of 
the United States, and then' 

' rkceive a fair and unbaased 
, investigation, and beyond 
1 that rkceive a fair andun- 
|biased trial, then we could' 
• beheve t:hat our judacial 
processes were the right 
ones and could pr•ot;eat all of 

'us.” ,
The investigative and ju- 

;dtatol processes did produee 
, a fair outcome in the Sir-pan 
' case. WPat is needed are 
, other processes, human and 
Spctop to kkka our best men 
troffParmi. 5=^-^ 1

Conrad ____________

Felt^
Gale / .4___ --<^
Rose0i<K^2<Z

SulliV'do?____ —
Tavel ______ _lZ 
Soyars --------------1-----
Tele. Room

’ ‘It thktr book has any merit, it is 

j simply as an antidote to any rkmaioi- 
|ing conspiratorial speculations over

I StrCaanis motives.”

c

T^ Washington Post „ ,.
Times Herald B-y

The Washington Daily News _ 
Tpe Evening Star (Washington) 
T^ Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York)---------- 
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post _ ____________
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimoee) 
The Daily World-------------------
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal  
The Nottoool Observer
People's World-----------------------
Examiner (WasPington)-----------

Date
FEB 3 1970

6 2-587~/A 
Not recorded ' 
133 feb 12 1970
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The Los Angeles Chief of detectives telis

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Walters _
Mohr _ 
Bishop 
Casper
Callahan 
Conrad _

story of , 
Robert Krnorey'e

murder...

Sullivan 
Tavel _ 
Soyai-s .
Tele. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy -------

^S
/J

/I 
X

the poliice investigation of the aeeaeein,e 
motives and actions... and the flood 

of conspiracies born ater the crime.

WHEN Senator Robert Ft Kroordy 
was shot down in Los Angeles on 
June 5, 1968, the actual gunman — 
Sirhan Bithaea Sirhan — was over­

powered and capturre at once.. But 
was this latest shooting part of a larg­
er plan? Was it related to the slayings 
of Pl-esidrot Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King? Were other public fig- 
uree marked for erattl?

The world waited for answers. And 
the man who had to find them was 
Robert A~Houghton. Chief of De­
tectives, Los Angeles Police Depart­
ment.

Hs first step was to set up a special 
police task force to work on the case 
under his personal direction. Its name: 
"Special Unit Senator."

In this book:, Chief Houghton re­
constructs the progress of thus unit as 
it follows up one lead after another. 
The clues are numeoous, and point in 
all directions. Many of them stem 
from the reports of cranks, or of hor-- 
est citizens with overheated imagina­
tions — but few can be safely ignored. 
They include:
* The ridd! of the girl in the “(>olka-dot 
dl•rtS:■’reported by wineesees to have been 
Sirhan’s coilaborator-which prompted 
police to stage an unusual fashion show...

ft The contessoon of a teen-ageer in Juarez, 
Mexico — who aetfnlt8hdd reporters with
the story that he was involved in the as-

eaesinlition and planned to kill Ted Km- 
nedy . . .
# The sudden deaths of peirons who had 
been qre‘tiiiordd during the investigation 
—simltar to deaths reported in the wake 
of John Ft Kennedy's aeeaeeination in 
1963 . . .
$ The charg’S of conspircc■ies (no fewer 
than ervrnleen were checked out), includ­
ing a plot by the CIA, and another by the 
San Fernando “VaHey Arabs”.. .
ft The bewildering ramblings of Sir-han 
himself — and his marl, iocohrreot note­
books filed with threats of death . . .

Before the investigation was over, 
nearly 5,000 persons had been inter­
viewed,, from Lois Angetes to Jeuuaa- 
lem. Sir han's entire life had been me­
ticulously pieced together and charted — in a patirot but relentless sear-ch 
for the "why” behind the tragedy.

Absolutely authoritative and pams- 
takingy drtalled. ths is the story of 
the most rxtensive quest for truth ever 
undettaron by a local law enforce­
ment agency. It is not only a fascina-- 
ing study of a modem crime investi­
gation in progress, but a unique por­
trait of a crime and a c-rimmal who 
may have changed the course of his­
tory.

“Readers who are fascinated with 
crime detection as it is really prac­
ticed! won't want to miss a beat of this 
detailed account. Th’s is tobrr:, hard­
bitten documentary writing." ts=

-Publishes Weekly

R^*^""-

The Washiogtf>o Post 
Tidies Herald-------------------------

The Washington Daily News-----------  
The Eventing Star (Washington)-------  
T’he Sunday Star (Washington)---------  
Daily News (New York) ------------------  
Sunday News (New York)----------------  
New Yor-k Post-------------------- ----------- 
T’he New Yor-k Times Book. Review 53 
T’he Sun (Baitimere) -----------------------  
T’he Daily World--------------------------  
T’he New Leader - --------------------------- 
T’he Wall Street Jf>uroal------------------  
T’he National Observer-------------------  
Proplr’t World-------------------------------  
Examiner (Washington) -------------------

Date

ST-103

ue sto'T M»a* ><e was invoiveu m nn as

SPECIAL UNIT SENATOR^
1 by Robert A. Houghton

with Theodore Taylor

$6.95, now at your bookstore

RANDOM HOUSE

FEB 1 1970

w^

145 FEB 9 1970
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Ca l Lilian
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Felt _ 
Gale _ 
Rosen/ 
Sullivni

Tavel ___________
Soyars -------------------
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IUPI-94
I (SIRHAN)
* SAN QUENTIN, CALIF. —SIRHAN B. SIRHAN, CONDEMNS I

SEN.ROBERT F. KENNEDY, IS ON A HUNGER STRIKE IN HIS DEATH ROW CELL
AT SAN QUENTIN STATE PRISON,

PRISON OFFICIALS ANNOUNCED THE DEVELOPMENT TODAY AS SIRHAN COMPLETED 
MORE THAN 6 1/2 MONTHS AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF APPEALS ON HIS 
CONVICTION AND SENTENCING LAST MAY 21.

NO EXECUTION DATE HAS BEEN SET, PENDING AUTOMATIC REVIEW AND APPEAL 
PROCEDURES WHICH ARE EXPECTED T'O TAKE AT LEAST ANOTHER SIX MONTHS.

WARDEN LOUIS NEL.SON SAID SIRHAN BEGAN REFUSING HIS FOOD FRIDAY. AFTER 
SENDING HIM A NOTE SAYING, "THIS PLACE TS WORSE- THAN A CONCEIT'RATIIN
|CAMP. IM GOING ON A HUNGER STRIKE."
I 12/8-tTS1£55ES

62-5^87-Arm

59DEC171969 FOR MBs TOLSON

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWT TERVICE
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.Mrs. Sirhan 
Plans Appeal 
To the UN.

Reuters

PASADENA, Calif, Oct. 8- 
Mary Sirhan, mother of the as- 
rarrin of Robert F. Kennedy, 
announced today that rhe was 
going to New York t:o try to 
address the Uni.ted Nationr on 
peace in the Mi.ddle Eart and 
to appeal for her ron’r Rte.

Mi-s. Sirhan, 57, called news­
men to her little wooden home 
in this Lor Angeees ruburb to 
r-ead them a telegram rhe rent 
to U.N. Secreaayy General U 
Thant;.

It read, "I wish to talk be­
fore the General Arrembly 
next week in rearch for peace 
in the Middle Eart:. I will take 
only a few minutes. If all goer 
well with the automobile I 
will be in New Yoi-k Monday 
(Oct. 13). I will phone you. 
Thank you very mucli. Mary 
Sir-han.”

Mir. Sir-han, who wars often 
on tee point of tears during 
the interveew, raid rhe would 
leave today with her youngest 
ron, Munir, 22, in a car rented 
with the help of Sir-han Bis- 
har-a Sirhan’r lawyer-.

She raid rhe did not yet 
know where rhe would rtay in 
New York and had no friends 
ther-e.

Conducting the conference 
from a chair on the veranda of 
her home, rhe told reporters, 
”I keep my r-adio going all 
night to hear the news and 
ther-e ir nothing happy about 
it. All I hear ir shootieg and 
killing. I am rui-e motherr all 
over the world want to rtop 
it.”

Mi-s. Sirhan held a rock in 
her lap during part of the 
news coefeeenfe. She said rhe 
“broke” the gray and red r-ock 
from San Quentin Prison 
when rhe visited her son on 
Death Row. Mrs. Sir-han said 
rhe keeps the rock in he- 
home because . Sirhan 
‘•Closer" to her that way.

Tavel -----------------

The Washington Post
Times Herald A-1O-------

The Washington Daily News------------  
The Evening Star (Washington)-------  
The Sunday Star (Washington) ---------  
Daily News (New York) ------------------  
Sunday News (New York)---------------  
New York Post------------------------------- 
The New York Times---------------------  
The Sun (Baltimoee) -----------------------  
The Daily World-------------------------- 
The New Leader--- -------------------------  
The Wall Street Journal ___________ 
The National Observer___________  
People's World_____ ---------------------
Examiner (Washington)--------------------

Date OCT 9 1969Date

notrecorded

46 OCT 20 1969

97 OCT 291369



Unit;ed Press International

Mary Sirhan displays the rock brought ing Robert F. Kennedy. The mother keeps 
from the prison wheee her son, Sirhan the rock to be “closer” to her son. 
Bishara Strhan, sits condemndd for kill- Looking on is youngest son, Munir.
* f *•___________________________________^_____________________________ 12—^—_
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Gale/CjZ 
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Holmes ----- 
Gandy ------

SIRHAN 6/23 WA *
WASHINGTON (UH) —THE GOVERNMENT ASKED THE BOARD OF IMMIGRATONN 

APPEALS MONDAY TO DISREGRDD CALIFORNIA COURT RULINGS AND PROCEED 
WITH THE DEPORTATION OF MUNIR BISHARA SIRHAN, BROTHER OF SEN.
ROBERT F. KENNEDY'S CONVICTED ASSASSIN. ,

SIRHAN, A NATIVE OF PALESTINE AND CITIEN OF JORDAN, RAN AFOUL 
OF IMMIGRATONN LAWS IN 1966 WHEN HE WAS CONVICTED IN lOs ANGELES 
COUNTY OF POSSESSNGG MARIJUANA AND SENTENCED TO A YEAR IN JAIL 
CONCURRENT WITH FI\E YEARS PROBATION.

HE LOST THE RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS GRANTED UPON HIS IMMIGRATONN IN 
1957 AND WAS ORDERED DEPORTED UNDER FEDERAL STATUTES DEALING WITH 
CONVICTION ON A NARCOTICS VIOLATION. '^

THE DEPORTATION ORDER CAME JUST A MONTH AFTER SIRHAN^B,. .SIRHJOL_ 
WAS CHARGED WITH THE MURDER OF KENNEDY JUNE 6. 1967. —

SUBSEQUENTLY THE CALIFORNIA COURT VACATED THE MARIJUANA CONVICTOON 
OF THE YOUNGER SIRHAN AND REMANDED THE CASE TO JUVENILE COURT. NOTING 
THAT THE . DEFENDANT WAS OVER 18 BUT NOT YET 21 WHEN THE ALLEGED OFFENSE 
OCCURED. .

ARGUING FOR THE IMMIGRATONN AND OATURALIZTTOON SERVICE (INI)
MONDAY. ATTORNEY ROBERT A. VIELHABER TOLD THE IMMIGRATOON APPEALS 

„ BOARD IT DID NOT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHAT THE STATE DID AFTER THE 1 
t COJVICTION. ALL THAT WAS NECESSARY FOR DEPORTATION WAS THAT "THERE 
MIS A RECORD OF CONOVCTION,• HE SAID. _ . _ _______

HE ALSO SAID THAT IN tHe OPINION. OF THE INS AND AT LEAST ONE * 
CALIFORNAA STATE’S ATTORNEY IN THE CAST. THELOS ANGELES COURT DID 
NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO VACATE THE CONVICTION. ,

MAURICE A. ROBERT’S, CHAIRMAN OF THE FOUR-MAN BOARD, EXPRESSED 
DOUBT THAT THE BOARD COULD OPTION A COURT'S JUDGMENT OR HAD THE 
AUTHORITY TO IGNORE SUCH A JUDGMENT EVEN IF IT WAS DEMONSTRABLY 
QU^pFINBLIT HARD TO THINK THAT WE HAVE THAT POWER,’ HE SAID. 

I BOARD MEMBER THOMAS J. GRIFFIN EXPRESSED SIMILAR DOUBTS, 1 COMMENTING: -HOW MANY TUTS .HAVE WE PIOUSL.Y STATED THAT WE CANNOT 

GO AGAINST THE ORDER OF A COURT." _ . . .
VIELHABER REPLIED THAT VACATING OF THE CONVICTION WAS A

DELIBERATE ATTEMPT BY THE COURT TO COUNTER THE DEPORTATTOO£^PROCE'01^1’ 
"WE ARE NOT TAMPERNGG WITH THE STATE COURT JUDGMENT," HE SAID.

"THAT COURT II.TAMPEROGG WITH THE DEPORTATONN PROCESS."
SIRHAN AND HIS COUNSEL DECLINED TO ARGUE THE CASE IN PERSON* n_nTV 

LETTING IT STAND ON THE RECORD EXCEPT FOR AN AOTICIPTTDDWRITTEOJ REPLY s 
TO THE GOVERO-EOT*S ORAL ARGUMENT. n ^-587-# /1 THE BOARD TOOK THE CASE UNDER PDVIIE-EOT,WITH A D WODEF

I RENDERED AFTER SIRHAN’S LAWYER FILES THE ANSWERING BR -U^ 30 1969 -

WASHINGTON CAPITAL "NEWS “SERVICE'.
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Trial of Sirhan Rvvvale 
Dire Need -o1 New

- ^by BUDD SCHULBE«rt-—«
Years ago we covered thie lurkr 

‘"White Flame” muldll trial for a 
Los Angeles paper, a typical) 
Southern California crime of pas-, 
sion, a sob eister’s delight. COm-1 
pared to thie seireamegg headliniesi 
of a “Baack Dahlia” or a "Dr. 
Finch Murder Case,” thie trial of, 
thie assassin of Bobby Kennedy, 
was reported with eleond-seetirn 
modesty. For us thie trial of Sir- 
han Sirhum was an eerie one to 
cover because it was the first (and 
we pray the laste time we were to) 
attend a trial for murder we had 
wlitvef>e6G=wsSi=our own eyes. 1

Thie securtyy check of those privi-' 
leged few permitted to move) 
through the protective balrilr and, 
enter the eourlt;toom is the most! 
thorough body-svarch we have ever1 
vxvprienced. First you remove vvJ 
vryttiing from your pockets, every 
pen, pencil, slip of paper-, eoine, 
paper clips. Then you lean -rlward| 
on a tab! while young officers feel! 
you earvfully from neck to shoe-' 
lace. (Lady reportess say they even 

I have to remove their shoes, nor ar-v 
bras sacrosanct to the distaff fuzz.) I

After thie body search an elecl| 
tronic gadget is run slowly along 
every inch of y'ou to make seilntifil, 
cally evllaie that you are not-, 
'carrying any eoneelaed weapon; noi - 
tiny revoKer, no pocket knife, not'. . 
'wen a pin can endanger the', 
preckuB life of the young man who i 
robbed us of Robertt F. Kennedy: At 
one point in my eearch the elvcl 
t;rrnie device began to seream and 
two pennies were detected, forgot-; 
ten in a small inside flap within a . 
larger sidle pocket. 1

Not even a newspaper is admiss--1 
ble. The jury is not to be vx:l)ifSldd to' 
the daily press. Although how onv j 
could break through t:hie balrill of I 
bailiffs and plaeectotVeimen be-1 
tween the prles section and the1 
jury box is a probeem for the Hon-' 
dims. Pvl-llalfs they fear we may 
roll our newspapers into dubs or 
spears and turn the dvcorous trial I 
into the chaos of DaUas. ' ,

After one runs thie gamiut of state! 
troopers and Hall of Justice sveuri-' 
ty officers, the courtroom itevlf is! 
rather an anti-ciiiaxx. It is smallll-1 
for instance, than the courlooom ini 
BVree^y;Hillf where my wife went',- .

X OJU1711969

'Ontrinrfer driving 35 mife=hour 
in a 25-milv zone. It is fimilal in 
size t:o the courtroom where we 
afsift:vd one of our young Watts 
;writers charged with mtelflrihg, 
,wi.th the alreft of an alleged traffic 
offend-er. With its nine row's of 
tVate for 95 spectators, this evvms, 
an ordinary eourtroom for a rrutinl 
trial; certainly not the scene of 
'judgment for a elimv feat has 
ehakvn, the world and has deprived 

■ us of Our most promtsing presiden­
tial candidaee. •

The Adversaries
• On the right tite Buck Compton, 

l captan of He prosecutojn team- an 
1 vxlfootball ttar, a hero both in the
|1 Rotv Bowl and at thie Battle of the- 

1 Bulge. Buck is a ruddy-aaled rock 
of a man with a Spencer Tracy, 
stoop- in -aet with a Spencer Tracy1 
no-nolfveeee AH-Americnn dirletl 
nVSt; he is flanked by Davdi Fitte/ 
'a sophisticated mm who somVl 
times uses phrases and words his 
lwitaesvts do not undvretleid, and
by John Howard, barrehchested 
i and, like Compton, suggesting

B'square and solid rather than cube 
11 and ermlpVxt.

' In the rppotit:e corner we find one, z , 
iof t;hlote eupvlst;ars that ellminal y
|law' enjoyt-routhern Cal’s answer k 
;to Melvin Belli, Percy Foreman <
and lee Bailey—Grant Cooper. 

.While the prosecution goes about its 
'busihess with a kited of stolid semi­
thoroughness, Grant Cooper gi.ves a
prize-winIling pertormneee, somel 

। how managnag t;o tuper:imlpose Cary 
|Grant or' Gary Cooper. Stylithl,

;enuous, sometimes
grilling at his own cleverness, 
Grant COoper creates an impres­
sion of being in complete command, 
Of - .these-(proceedings, like a circus', 
master dancing with theatrical ele-, 
'ganeMrem ring to ring. A dapper-,1 
iscenelstealmg leading man is. 
Grant Cooper with a star plrforml 
it’s love of limelight. ' , 

; 1 During coui't recesees, rather' 
; than take thie 15 or 20 minutes to', 
catch his breath or confer quietly 
with eolleag!uee as do his llee flam­
boyant opponents, Grant Cooper en-, 
joys .throwing himself mto thl|. 
whirlpool questioning of the press | 

; milling in the corridor outside the j 
i eoultotom. Overshadowed but very 
: much a figure in his own is Emile I

DeL
Mohr 
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Casper 
Callahan 
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Felt :___  
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Trotter _ 
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• Zosa^ermaain, who flew.,out from 
New York to join forces with 
!Cooper, and a potent team they' 
I make.
I Berman, with the beak and com- 
>plexion of an angry, featherless ■ 
1 bird of prey, ie Jewish and under­
standably touchy about attaching1 

,himself to a case so inextricably 
1 bound to the Arab cause. There wae 
,one entire morning devoted to testi­
mony from Palestinian Arabs de- 
ecribuig their forcible removal 
from their homes in Jeruisatem, 
suggesting how the displacement 
'and maltl’eatmant could prisra and 
cripple the personality of a seasi- 
tive _child like Sirhan Sirhan. And' 
'ss himself had taken tin etand to 

,render what amounted to a detaited 
; lecture on the birth of Zioniem and 
, the complex diptomaty of the Midi-1 
' de Eae* that led to the emergence 
'of Israel. “Boy, am I going to catch, 
hell in New York today!” ‘Zook’ 
Berman said to a email group of' 

. reporters at the noon receee.
Then why did Emile Zola Berman 

I t;ikl thie case? For the eame rea- 
sou that he defended critical civil 
rights cases in Dixie, his champ-­

I ,one insist. Because unpopular casses 
j and. causes must be defended as' 

। spiritedly as popular ones. In this 
• case, ‘Zook’Berman would expiate, 

| 'there is an added incentive: Cali­
f forma has a new defense for mur— 
j :dm more sophisticated than that 
! of any other state — Dimteiseed 
j Capacity. Or you might call it Di— 

:manise«i Rlsponsibllity. '
In Callfoaiia you do not have to 

be legally insane to plead not guilty, 
becausse of incapactty to premed-- 
'tate or maturely reflect on the con— 
iempiated act;. You may know the 

, efflececce between right and wrong 
aadsiillt actrr'eiing to recent devel- 
0uments 'ia CalfOImia laW^re5Sur^' 

Tering-fom delusion, obSes§roa^ai- 
, coSolism and other prowesses of 
mind over mittlr that diminish 

; your capacity to make a mature 
. reflection in advance of your 
crime. Therefore, you are not. 

, totally actouaiable for your, acts.
-, What Diminiseed Capacity rlilly 
| adds up to is an effort to mitigate if' 
। not climiait;c Capital Punishment. 
I • Capital Punishment is on the ropes 
I (in Calfioania. It may be iupportee 
; by a thin majority, but even a 
- “law and Order” governor like1 
| Reagan iia!i riIshalg any of the 85, 
|, inmates on “DliiS Row” to the gas 

' chamber. If voters hesitate to take 
, the final, inevttable phmge and do 

j away with execution, Dimaniseed 
;l Capacity seems a humane compro- 

■ j _ raise. And so it may be argued that 
'■ ‘Zook’ Bernian has come to the aid, 
i i of Sirilaa Siriian in the finest tradi— 
' 1 tion of the law, to deflne the de­

, spised and to test a novel legal 
i cracept=OrS!Ulmian fraitty. <&=-,£=«

' Of-course, cynics" will JeULypu 
that Cooper and Bermanare not So 
much GalaSilels of jurispueeacle as 
they are unar>asSee publicity seek-i 
el’s and, in the mold of Belli, Fore? 
man and BalTy, not above turaiag 
that sow's ear of publicity into an 
eventu.ail silk puirse. White the en— 
tire elflalie staff asilrii it is work­
ing without pay, iaeivieuil mem­
bers are candid enough to admh 
they expect later to reap tin har­
vest they are now •iowing with am 
gratuitous sendees Indeed a maga­
zine writer was added to the de— 
fense staff for the. sole purpose of 
pcrmiti:alg him exclusive iailri 
views with Sirhan in he cell, a re— 
lationship that rassed a wSrte row 
of eyebrows in the press room. ■

If he is a legitimate member of 
thie press, colleagues argued!, sSould 
he be allowed to publish his in— 
tendew, prlelt(tiabty sympathetic 
one, in a national magazrne wsite 
thie trial is in progress? Can he 
serve two masters, the defense and 
the publcc press? Was Judge Her­
bert V. Walker wiiSia hie rights to 
griai an “exclusive” to any single 
writer? Said one established crime 
reporter with a touch of malice: 
“This is Judge Walker’s last case 
before he retires. Did you see that 
fyh=»agg_ picture of Simsia=Lfe?a 

Penlasui'ho tia’t tell oIS&5S^lemllf 
Court Justice from anoiSer can de­
scribe Juidge Walker-. All iSii pub­
licity, mam! The human soul seems 
to crave it like pregniiItt women 
crave pitklls.”

, On the treeii side Judge Walker 
sSowld a firm hand when lawyers 
for the defense and prosecution 
seemed on t.he verge of malting a 
deal with each other-ptea bar-gam­
ing, it'S caUed. Let the defea.dilnt 
plead guilty in rciura for a reduced 
sentence, as in the abortive first 
trial of Jaimes Earl Ray. There was 
talk that the Administration would 
like to see the Siriian trial fore­

. sSrrtenee to avoid the political im— 
pltcatiass of the case in a period of , 
Meddle Eastern Sypcrtensions.

, It was Judge Walker’s decision 
ttlii the trial must be played to the 
last card, iSii in a case of this

, magmtade thie public has a right to 
know everyhhmg there is to team 
about a deed as injurouss to the 1

' nation's health as was Macbeih’s 
undoing of Duncan. Said a local, 

I judge, “off the record” at dinner 
j the other evening, “It was absolute­
fl ly incrleiibte that the district ittori । 
/ neyS office would toasider even for [ 

a day a deal that would have'
I turned the Sirhan case into the kind • 
y ’ of travesty of justice Judge Battle ' 

permttted. even matte himself a
1 -party m, in Memphis.” <==■«,

. J .mm— wn insult to t;S&SjStcticilj 
i stature of Martin Luther King tet 
■ Judge Battle, Percy .Foreman and| 
the Memphis District Attorney1 
were able to make a deal depriving; 
the truatry of the knowtedgeit hun-l 
gers for. Conspiracy more tote 'han 
•he elaborate mechanisms of 
Shakespeare haa!gs over that 
cold-blooded sSooilng in Memphis;

I WSasEom^teei 'he art? Vtii-rttlE

rifte in Ray'S Sand’s? WSorSielped: 
him escape? Who hid him and! 
starred him? Who are the members! 
of the underground airine that 
passed him across the Atlantic and 
through Europe until he was appee- 
Seneed by Scotland Yard on the 
very day Sirhan was ieentifled, as 
if life was suggesting t;Sii the two! 
unspeakabte crimes were iacxiritii 
bly bound together? How are we to 
cope with “Sic prliitss of assassma-; 
tioa’’ if we must be forever crlt- 
loundee by DillalSityee aui;Soritlst, 

. ree[-nci:k juries that condone racist 
murder, and the iniudiouus Judge, 
Batties of our land? ।

If these quesiioas souind negative, 
and if we seem to have strayed, 
fr-om our eye-witness account of the; 
Kennedy assassination and the triali 
that lolioweet, bear with us as wei 
reason our way toward somee posi—' 
tive if reiO>Uttiantty suggesiioas on1 
how to close in on the infectious!

1 disease of prlitita]LmUleC?r• ,
In conti-ast to iSai one—day won—;

der in Memphite, the Sirhan iriati 
consumed more than three months,

; This was hardly a race to judl—- 
' ment. Milliass of words and almost

100 wianesses. Sometimes report- 
eres di>ze(t, ateng with the judge; 
and news readers grew weary. Un­
less there was a drimiii.t explo­
Sion, as when the Sot—tempered Sr-i 
han fired Sis attorneys because 
they were introduemg evid!ence re— 
flctiiag on his ineelllcacce and 
'emotional instability (The old Di— 
.mniished Capacity Trick, Maxwell
“Get” Smart would call it), the 
Siriian case disappeared into the 
back pages. Mcialwhied, we Seard 
mounting puzzlement and frusta—-- 
tion about this trial. Wiien you told! 
your:1 friends you Sad spent the day 
in iSit barriieCed courr^oam, the 
most frequent response was, “Isn’t 
it a fairce? Alicr all, Se admite he 
did it! Why should it take so long 
to—-” |

At issue was whether Sirhan wa^ 
to be punished as a self—propelted 

i martyr to the Arab cause or whets! 
■ er Se was to be treated more lcai|l 
ently as a young main so emotional; 
ly disturbed, so mcatilly tlili)i)Cd 
as to have been incipable of pre 

.' meditatiM. |
* ^ Thus it-becomes a clasriecriiegii
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cat or .Objective Law vs^j^ej 
OTPSycEatric Law. To the proee-l 
cution title case could not have been; 
more simple. T’he defendant writes! 
in hits notebook that Kennedy must' 
die. He writes that hie will be the 
author of the crime. Hie records his: 
conviction that the assassination of 
President Kennedy marked the be­
ginning of the decline of the United; 

। States and that taking the life of his' 
1 brother will speed that process, 
| looking toward the day when com— 
munism or a cleansing anarchy will, 
bring Utopia.

i He buys a gun.' He practfess with 
it until he becomes., expert. Even 

i the chronotegy of the act is predict-’ 
.ed in the notebook: RFK must not, 
I live beyond June 5. Two nighte be- 
Ifore the end he stalks Kennedy at' 
| the Ambassador Hotel. He is seen 
।there, qutsiionhlg people as to the! 
extent of Kennedy's security. He 

' checks out the places where Kenne— 
' dy will pass. On the fourth of June,, 

। after a full day at the pistol range, 
: he returns to the Ambassador', ' 
। hides himself in the pantry, takes
on “protective coloration” among: 
the Mexican kitchen help, and just 

j as he has .pronueed, both verbally 
j and on paper — shoots the unpro­
tected candidate at print-blankl 

। range. Had lie not said, in this very 
| courtroom, in a moment of candor 
5brought on by rage at his lawytt's 
strategy, “I killed Robert F. Ken- ■ 
nedy with premeditaiion ...”? Un— 
jder troiitexamiriation Sirhm test—- 
,fried that he would fight for thf 
Arab cause. And that he would be! 
willing to die for that cause. Now,1 
could anytlting be simpter? If this 
is not premeditated murder/what 
in God’s name is?

But to the ingenuous defense, the 
same set of fads, t;urned in a dif—' 

tferent angle toward the light:, could 
;not be more compiex. The.tnterpte- 
iaiion of Diminished Capacity be—. 

■ gins to turn t;he courtroom into a, 
college classroom in criminal psy—' 

I cSologtt. And what ariteM dayit is 
। for ihoie fennsc psycSiatrists, 
!htpnoanatssis, and roving psychol- 
!ogists-

। | The air becomes heavy wits 
j Freueirmim and neotFrhudianism 
I as a parade of heaetshruktess 
, march to the witness' stand t;o ex— 
I plain that Siriian is a scSiizophremc 
paranodd and therefete unable to, 
premeditate a ttimh, t;sai he iui—: 
fht•i from alienation, ehsponehncy, 
delusions of grandeur, fear and' 
hatredi of an absent iat;Sht, resent-; 
ment of a domineering mother ... 
and the reason he remembers not:h-, 
ing of the ttimh he tommitted is । 
that he was suffering from “retro- 
nraeeamnesia.” r. „ ...

[ Wraaphed in Speir~ - 
i So day and night tonihnd in the 
I tourtooont. To Al.l-A.mhtitrn Buck 
' Compton it’s cltat as eaytigSit. Sure 
' the kid may have been lonely, un-: 
■ happy, fruiiraee, a bom loser 
“burned up” at Khnnhdy for stemgi 

(with Iirahl. But he knew exactly 
I what he was doing when he pumped 
- those hxira■veiocity bulletsinto Bob­
by Keilneett. Cooper and Berman,, 

1 on the oiShr hand, wrap Sirhan in, 
• the folds of mysterioss nigh,, of 
dementia, supernatural trances, bi- 

■ zane ’ disassociations and reh- 
,hypnos’s. Coaches Cooper and Ber- 
1 man Addoi thhtr pit•chiatrists llke 
a high-powered football team with 

1 Dr. Bemadd Diamond playing Joe 
Namatii, throwing the long one for 
what the corthes hope will be a 
mental TD: T’he pattern of Shhan’s 
Ife “programmhe” Sim, exactly as 
a computer is programmed, to 
commit the assassination without; 

' his being consciously aware of what 
he was 'doing. And Doc Diamond

■ went on to describe tin ilasSlltlllbs 
and the mirrors and the T'om Col­
lins’s at the Ambassador Hotel ihri 
shni SirSlinl into the ktne of trance 
he sometimes induced in his own, 
room, in the spell of the mystic' 
muses.

, ' The prosecution's team of psyeSi- 
rti•isit-ptysOoiogists was captarned 
by Dr.-Seymour PoUack, as emi­
nent in the field as Dr. Diamond. If' 
this was the Superbowl of ferensfe 
pstcStattyy, Dr. Mack seemed to

I
 be plrytng Earl Morrall's quarter­

' back rote against Dlanrond- 
Namatii. He ete not pass on iirii 
down. His psychiatry was notes’, 
teamed than Diamond’s but more. 
conventional.

, 'Sick but Sane'
; Yes, Sirhan had prranoid thnden— 
cies, as well rs■icSizopSrenic. But 
he was tegrlly■ sane when he fired 
bulteSs into Khnnedy, he was d’- 
turhed but capable of premidillr- 
t;ion, he was nhiiSht in a hypnotic 
trance nor a drunken stupor when 

’ 1 he squeeedd t:he irigght.. Emotional-' 
; ly unstable, yes. But he knew ex— 
j rtily what he was doing. 1 

For three days of the kind of 
troiStexamination Grant Cooper 
excels in, he puiSee Dr. PoUack all i 
over t:he f:ihle but he was never j 

, quite able to bring him down be-: 
■ hind his own goal line. Cooper'eie! 
i his briliantt best t;o outwit him and1 
. SirSuin lost his temper and jumped | 
: to his feet to call him dirty names, | 
; But Dr. Pollack clung to his trnvic-l 
fiioh”~thri Strhrn was “SnarrnUE

'■gssiMBeing 'honhit ismiofe jm- 
1 portent than bei.ng unanimous,” is 
! the wry he put his refusal to go 
! Hong with Dr. Diamond and other
members of the Diminished Ri­

' sponsibiitty Club. I
WShtShr you buy Diamond’s in-] 

' tetprhirtion or reject tt prnvfag ob-l 
served Sithrn'’ at the tiime of tiie 
sSootinn, for almost h^f an hour, 

. afterwaed and for many days on| 
, the witness stand and at the de-| 
; fense taWe, we behove with Dr. । 
I Prllrtk that he is lying)—there is 
1 no doubt iSat- th’s young num de­
I serves a long, hard, reflective look 
, as the prototype of a politicalrSt 
irisin. To say t:Sri he was “pro-1 
grammed like a computer to com-1 
mii the rssaisinrtion” is merriy a । 
new—fangied way of suggesting t:Sri; 
Szr-Srn»S^■rfiitt priihtn conditioned | 

SiKariOtporpht;ritte Magnicdh=^^se^| 
Dr. Frtehtit WhttSlam, an expert

I , on viotence, defines as “the killing 
। of someone big.” ... ।

To commtt mlgnicihe is to .leap 
1 from' obscurity as John Wilkes 
Booth leapt from the theater box of 
the murdered Ilhtcohl onto thp 

1 sianh of history, as tern Harvey 
■ Oswald forever linked his name to, 
, John F. KelnLOiy:sj=aS Sirhan Sir-j 
' han 'has actomplish£ei through Bob.] 
1 White Booth was a promment actor 
; he was compietety ovhrsSladowed 
1 by his brothcT, Edwto, tSth greatest 
1 Ameriran H:amtet of the century.
] A broodmg sense of failure sS11l(r- 

I. ows the political assassin, a sense
I of personal inadequacy he fights 
। against with lnt:hllhtiurl preten­
sions and a will to do somet;Sling 
plvoirl and great Yes, Imayap-i 

. phrr t;o be a failure, Wittes Hrrvhyl 
Sirhan cries out,, but rtiurlly I ami 
superior t;o you, I know wW is 
wrong with the world and how to] 
right it. Take a neurosthenic who1 

I feels unabteto cope wit;S the worid,(
1 give him' a social cause, better yet 
' a lost or losing cause, toiehniiiy 
' with, let him indugge nrrileiosse] 
drernis of cSangmg the toursh of 
events with a single act and you 
'Sivi the little mm who t:odry crsisj 
j such a long shadow on our lanit. >

1 Raskolnikov ; 
! Look at the pale, tense, under-j 

I sized, darting-eyed,, quid—-i 
I tempered, sometime^ cocky, some­
times morose, sometimes smirking 
Sirlm at his trial, wri:cS Sim chew 
'at his nai’s, biite at his thumb, sip 
water nervouriy and almost con­
stantly from a paper cup, scan the 

' crowd with his defiant resttess, ilt- 
I tel]igtni eyes or blrirnily try to 

I । flirt with the oct>rslonal riitatilvh| 
। woman who enters the courtroom 

। 1 and you are remmded of rnothhr 
] prototype ' Raslolhlirvv, in M

> classicL-on ‘inteltectuaI muteht,” 
I > Crime rnei-'PunisSmteiit. ^^^^ 3



LuYeK>Sre in SiSWs-piarjn 
I this unprepossessing coUStSmrWe' 
I see Raskohtoiov, a young man “out

_0L hes garret>.” stable, self-,’ 
absorbed, lying in his den “think­
ing ?£ Jack the Giant KHer.” 
H”^ to .COP0 With his day-to-day^ 
pIobi-ems, Raskolnktov takes refuge
’1” Jhe deed hx is Piannhig to com,' 

mit and that no one who now 
spurns him would dream hie is ca­
Pable °£ committigg. Like Oswald 
and ■Sirtlan, Raskolnkoov is a loner । 

I not used to crowds, but as he be-!
gins to prepare himseff for his 
mme, Dostoyevsky's nniithero1i 
feels a desire to be with other 
people a .thirst for company.!

He was so weary after a whole 
month of concentrated wretehed-! 
ness and gloomy excitemeiit'itai he 
longed to rest ... in some other 
world . ” in this spirit he is 
Idraw” to * tav®, an unlikely refc' 
uge for him and to have a few 
drinks with people he does not 
kn°w. Not unlike Sir-han Sirhan 
mingling with stramgers at the Ho-J 
tel Ambassador. TrouWed, bitter, 
touchy, see-important and dream-! 
ing f amassing a fortune as well! 
as taking a life, Sii-han is Raskolni-I 
kov w1^ anweriay of Palxst^uan-1 
Arab resentment and envy of the 
Jews. . ' ।

We find other tlemeats of what 
we call The Raskoniikov Complex^ 
1a Sirhan. Rnskrh1kivv likes to ex—। 
penment with his own £:ex-1algs. Ini 
advance ° his crime he visits the; 
old woman-parabooker he intends! 
to klilmmate, to test his ability to j 
carry it ihrougtl. At the same time 
that he plans to commit a brutal 

munfeg.a an ax,.he haa^a^^J 
fciAreHtori his salsltivityaadJki 
^stance to cruelty. He tfektmSo£ a 
coarse ptasani brutally beating a 
hoesk to death, and when he wakes 
horeeitd, he wonders how he can 
cay out the dxxdhx contempaates 
i£. he is so upset by the vision of 
violence.. Sir-ham was similarty 
haunted!, by memories of bruinlity 
and his playmates described him as 
hypeI•seastiVxs.

Raskoalkiov‘ aaa sutan are both 
arrogant and servUe — we have 
heard Sifhm at his trial punctuate 
polite answers with so mainy “sirs” 
as to make ihxm IudCcrously em— 
broidered. Even when Sii-han is 
shouiialg at the judge, like the most 
arrO!giia^ of Raskolnikovs, that he is 
■guilty! that he wants to plead guilty 
to murdtr to the first degree! that 
he wants to £irk all of his lawyers; 
and handle his own case! that he 
wa?’ to goto the gas chamber ! — 
aadJulge .Waikr is shouting back' 
at him to sit down and shut up or ai 
gag win be placed in his mouth and 
his hands strapped to his sides,! 
eve” at the height of this scene' 
straight out of Dostoyevsky, Sir-han1 
does aoi forget the courtesies that! 
un^k!lag^ his furies. ^ ■: f

(Fwim^’ ’assails from Ump^Si 
stand ' “the goddamn Jews,” and 
Ralsliohlikov xxpressxs his con—] 
empt for the old pawnbroker who 
lis uafortunately the worid’s firs 
, image of the Jew. When Sirhari 
jsnaris at his prosecutor, “Don't put 
words in my mouth, ask me. don’t 
(tell mt!” do we not hear Raskotoi- 
!kov doing his bksi to hold' at 
bay his prosecutor? And flanHy, 
like Raskolnikov, Sirhan crasidxrs 
himseff an idealist. Although hist 
crime intens£firs the climate of! 
political* violence that could de—; 
stroy this Republic:, he speaks! 
£eom the witness stand- as a man 
with no regreto. , ,

Sober, Alert '

I
 He might reason with Raskoln—- 

ikov:. L” what way was my theory! 
! stupider than othxI•s that have 
swarmed and clashed from the be-! 

• giaalhlg of the wor-dl? . . . Why 
does my action sirikt them as'so 
'hoeI•iblk . . . becaiuee it was a, 
.crime, the ltitke of the law was 
broken and blood was shed. Well, 
punish me for the ltiier of the law 
:. . .” Rnskolnikov goes on to jesti- " 
1 fy himsk£ by thinking of the many 
; ‘btnefactors of mankmd who.
j snntehtd power for ttIemixVves in-! 
steads 1ahkritiag it” who “ought' 

Ito have been punished at their first ■ 
steps. But those men succ-xdkdd and ’ 
so they were right, and I didn't, 
and so 1 had no night to have 

: token ihai first step.”
' Crossiexamnted on the witness' 
;stnad, Sir-han was.asked if he re-: 
’ g-etted, what he had done. His an— 
,’WOT was no. There were no “pho­
tographer’s, flashbulbs” and hotel 

. rnrrors and elkction-night drinks 
■ and all the r-est of that elaborate 
psychr■•metaphysCcal theory for' 

■ skad1ag him into a trance now.! 
' Stone sober- and mentally alert, he 
.told us he did not regret havmg- 
1 assassinated RrbkI•t F. Kennedy. 
Well, t;hka was he proud of it? No, 
lStohan said, in toe seevite-aeroaant' 
I voice of Raskolmkov, he was not 
;'exactly proud of it, either.

r > We may learn more about thej 
1 cl.ut;tee of Sirhan’s mind from Dois-1 
'toyevsky than- from the squad of 
defense psychiaIrisls who come to 

J court at the bidding of the dx£:xarx 
counsels to build ihkie case for

1
|'‘DimimtXed Capaccty.” For Dos­
toyevsky was a crnckI•aed but im- 
1PaIiiaJ"siudeat of the d^rr^n^: 

•m’’um§f^kolnikov. PsyabiSB=g 
m thk Sirhan Trial must take "posi- 
t1rJas>’.’ must testify that he is tnsy 
sU£.fkring horn “retrograde nmaxi 
Sia or from types of pnraaota that 
prevent him x1t;tler fI’rm remem- 
beemg or undxrsnanding his act; or

J? they must t;xsti£y for the pIOsecu• 
« “onthat he is paranoid but aware

ofi what hc^Jannea and kXkCUtklLin 
^ittw^ ^^

-]£2X3^ great aOVkllst^^^^ 
unuerWpressure to twist a profes­
sional observation into a legal pOsi- 
ta ihai will strengthen or weaken 

ja couI■Ioionl ar■gu[meiiS, Dostoyev-. 
sky is able to make a beIievabte 

l taon of opposites. Raskonukov 
ftk-s as if he is in a trainee when he 

| commas his cr1mlx and there is 
I something dreamlike about his abil- 
। ity to act So brutally, yet at the 
. same time ^ ^ sufficiently aware 
|to reaiize he must dissemble, must 
try to hide his actions and his true 
natare from, fe investigatVke light 
of;-hls prosecutor. In the interests 
sc1kat£fic and emotional iIUth, Dos­
toyevsky is able to touch both bases 
at ?nce-. So could cruItrroom psychi- 

| ataste f they were not to assume 
‘ mechanicalUy the roees of kxpkrts 
for tire prostcution or for tired-

| fense.

Not a Novel
t Uaerrtlmately, the Sir-han Sir-han 
I ease is not a novel. It is all too 
I painfully true. But as we sit iheI■e 
I in the couI■troom day after day 
j mrIbidly fascinated by our iimptes- 
J sion of RaskolnnTov returned in tire 
I ' pkero” of .?. young displaced Arab
’iUealng witlrdesn-e for political i-x- 
vtngk, we begin to wonder i£rur 
country has discovered tire appro­
priate prockdures for dealing wroh 
magnicide and the politics of assas- 

: smatoini- For, whiUe the Sirhan 
; -trial has not;, been gboI•ted by vio- 
1 lxncx or cupidity like the Lkk HnIVi- 
I kLOswgld and Jaimes Earl Ray 
i gffaIss, it fg1ls t;o put t;he crime in 
hs proper national! perspective.
L D^1? ihk .deaths of Lincoln, 
I Eaf^d and McKinley and at— 
Itkmptls on the kvres of Roosevelt 
and Trumini, oui couairy still is not 
gkgetd to ^ Political crime. It 
is high ilmt we were. We do not 
swep Oswald, Ray, Sir-han and our 
O^tttI^eectat PrliiiC:gl assassins into 
theoO*”? Big Craspiralcy bag, as do 

. most of oui European critics and 
negI-ly al o^ black friends. But 
deady, as they said in Hamlet, 

। something is rota in the Denmark 
| of our soul.
i i M-erico is thought of as a violent 
! lan?! 2ut 40 years have passed 

since thk violent dknih ofaMexto 
can President. The French are .'a 
voaLe Pxrplx who like to xmrtion- 
ahze taeir poliiics, but no FI•xach 
p??^ has iken assassinated in 
Marly 40 years. And British peimx 
mnusters have not been r■enioved 
XXC^ePvb■^ ““’rentf decision since . 
1812L Yet wxfnd i; already tragi— 
cally taken for grantai that Ted 
Keanxdy’s lex is in danger and that 
f hx should nin for or achieve the 
Presldency he too will fall a victim 
to magiiicide like his mneiyI•xd 
toothers. We have not met aayrne 
in many months who isjiaUjug. 
(telieti wirh thia onrivahAniMAn ' ’* ^



JOiber:JJihhaer■■ otherteg^, 
o[berBaye now eialk ihis land 
ready to cut down the leaders wli;b 
whom they — and perhaps fellow 
coneplratoes — politically disagree. 
This is public murder and it would 
seem to demand a Oiii:el’eei kind of 
irili, on a higher lever, than tbai 
^sar’Slrbl®.iOLae’efnll^raSrid' 
vaii=siiOe!r. Sirhian, for mstan(?ej 
is being tried by toe sffinMegai 
maehiinery and .stateJaw® as wp a 
young man eaUed Goerelke who( 
slipped away from a church servlce1 
a few years ago to murder his 
mother, fciber, sister and hefib?r■ 
He fried Jo clean the blood siiains 
from his clothes and to leave toe 
house in disorder i;bsi would sug- 
geei a robbery. He returned to his 
home next day with a young lady, 
appealed shocked. Jo diel!over toe 
bodies and caUed the pohee.

It seemed to the prosecution J11; 
his crime was cs premedttated as 
Slrllnllr, but a recent appeal Jo toe 
State Supreme Cour-t, on the bass 
of Dimnpshod Capacity, was deciO- 
ed 5-2 in favor of the defendant. 
One of the two dissenters wae 
judge Sian][er Mosk, a rieiin- 
guisbed liberal wbo decrees capital 
punishment. “But," he wrote mW 
dissert, “you cannot plead guilty 
by reason of sebizopbrenia. Tlirt is 
neigber good tew nor good medi­
cine." Even prior to Su-harts con-. 
vieiifn, his defense staff Wm0^ 
cater -tbti it would apped cnd had 
confided to some repfrteesibti toe 
Goedecke case was c reaseuring 
precedent. '।

But, we arguie, as tembte cs it is,, 
toe Gfedeeke ccse involves c crime} 
paesionate. An inter-family crmie.) 
HOrriifJiiIlg but ioteissety pelSfeelL| Tt bte nothmg to do wiib poltties.’ 
But the murder of toe KenneOys, of 
IEvere cnd of King, has onlyif do 
with polities. National poltties. The 
Sirhan Case does not belong to Cali- 

1ifr•nia. It bappened to take placej 
there, but Bob Kennedy could have i 
been murdered in cor sicte where | 
sememe .took vioeent exception jo 
some cspeea of his pflitiesi pbiOsoo- 

Pbrmlltlly MerlgarEverswaeshot 

cnd killed by Byron de la Beckwito 
on toe doorstep of-Evers’home in 
Misslssippi, bui this wcs noiifCtl 
mcitel’. Clearly it was a osiifesl 
crime. It is the law of our landtbsi 
every citfren is entileed to vote.i 
Evers wcs leadieg c courageous; 
cnd slowly wmnmg campoign to 
make ibti law more toso an empty 
promise. When de la Beckwtto de-. 
liOeratelr Wasted_Evers fromtM 
ecrth, he was not firing at Evere 
the mull, he was expressing a posh 
ieti opinion, defiance ff toe Consti-j 
iutifn cnd tilefederalvotulgiaw ai) 
ahe.-^nC-c^ehvagun. ^^j

- UAn3peaepplal.ton Ik? o«’Pe^a 
wlibS^^0rtbe kiliing of coother lllii, 
rights leader,, Wharfest Jackson, 
whose truck was firebomerd, or taj 
gruesome tripee lynchnng near Ptol-i 
adelphia, Miss., fe th* mu^ 
Mrs. Viola 'Liuzzo near Selma, Ala.,1 
or thie ceeaesinaiiO>ns of Mrtcolm X 
cnd Maritin Luther King are poltid-! 
Ieti murdeer, publte murdere, na-} 
!iifontl murdees cnd-heybelong nrt! 
' to the individual states where toeyi 
have taken place,and where the, 
Icrtaes are frequentiy condo^d or 
it;he police work is bungled fe the 
■ prosecution staff and Judges ^e' 
often lntrequalie-ither belong if, 
toe .highest national cour-t our na­

; tife can provOde. '___
j 1 If ibp requrres a new amendment

I to toe Constitution, Jrt us begin. At 
I letst we think it deserves serous 
, consideration tort pflltictlaeecspd 
nation be judged by c new klor fi 

• Supreme Court, a High Trlbuosl 
like the one we helped set up ai 
Nurembrgg to irr .major war crnn^i- 
mtle for ibelr crmies against hu- 
■ mtoitr- A conventional state taua!, 
with eiir prosecutaes a^ loesI ju-} 
rers is eimplr not equipped to take। 
toe meaeure of pflitiltl murdess,

I and conspiracles. . ■ _
How would it work? A Merel 

grand ,jury or panel of able an^ 
responsible public citizens, such as 

! deUvered the recent Reporton Crwl; 
.Disordees, w^ld we^h the evi­
deoee as to whether.c mur^r^i1 
.personal fe pubite. -Ris nqt such a 
cOThplex matter to decide. When) 
the murderer is not even cequaoid-', 

। ed with his victim, whitm there p 
Jneliber a pereonal nor a monetary, 
. motive, when toe killer rtisn t rum 
j cmuck, frinig into crowds soO pass- 
'ing earangeer, wheo rnstead toe gum 
bse been cimed at ,a key figure 

' wbvse pVlitice cre mselieeilr at 
. vseisole■ wito toe view's of the Md- 
er of the gUO, then the murderer; 
sbvulO be tried, mstead rt bemg 

. permitted, to torew himseh om the - 
mercy of the imuled Memphis mld • 
ebinery. And now Sirhsel. '

I Ini rhie High Court, either epeelf--
esllr ^pwneed or .lelstiUated by the' 

, Supreme Court or by ^l- thK^i 
1 branches of our government, the 
1 eiemeoip of cooepilclcy wmld be> 

cvnslder■ed fse more se^ousty, as 
I well as tiie pflliilel elgoillsence of 
I thie crime. Not velr perelilarelsts 
!co07,ppyehflogisls should ieeiiir but 

‘■^SOeiVV>glsls and pfliilcsl atictigfe- 
i.eO1cer o the. rash of pul;Ja^s^?rs 

lour rourtry has euifered m toe 6° $ 
suggests tbsa we peed ce expert} 
-.i11?-.™ mb doctors whowitnesses not only doctors who 
sneak of paranoia and schlzvpbren-l 
sa aut students of the burgeoning} 
institution of public murder and po-
litical conspiracy.

To study crime only through:? a 
E§S«gii™e«^^

jOTT^tew: Oswald; rela I^e-.^ 
Ray and Sirhan are hardly well- 
adjusted citizens. If they were 
being trier in Califoplla for person­
al murder, you could bullr ^argu­
ment for dimiIs.herd responslblltty’ 
in each of their cases. But mean-} 
white the political .impact of them 
acts would be hidden behind what 
I we irreverently caU The Head-' 
shrinker Curtain. No oi:ileis>e to toe 
head doctors. With the ranks of the 
mentally walking wounded multi­
plying every year, we need all the 
imted-Howess we can tram. Bu we 
need something more.

Three months of the Sirhan Trial 
hiave convmced me that Los Ange­
les, white it can take ceerli for 
improving on DaUas and Memi,tiir, 
not to mention Natchez, is simply 
not up to a case of this magniiuee.| 

i Calif<lpaa Law is not up to h. No 
state laws, limiter by toe concept 
of perefecll murder, are up to it 
Americnss, at least the best f 

. them, hope'fuUy moist oi them, have 
no Weh to punish Ray and Sirhan 
pWcany, or to t^ a feM 

I bfe.. What they want is to taw 
| everythngg there is to know cbfut 
i them. , „ ,If' there is even a breath of con­
spiracy, let every invisible bug cred 
^ing rhci breath be analyzed cnd 
not washed down with mouth spray.! 
Tn the King Assassination Case big 

i triggerman seems to be trymg to 
; say what moist of us think obvious i 
! there was not only conspiracy but a 
1 whoppngj, efficient mother of coni 
spiracy. Chaniess are, even a new

I trial, with Memphis ground rutes 
i and state laws not geared >to the 

! nature of toe crime, will not cut to 
“ | the becri of toe matter.

A Strong Argument
One of the strongest crgumcitts 

' for movmg.the trial ff a James 
| Ear-1 Ray out of Termeseee and on 
। । up to c special tribunal comes from

'James Earl Ray himseif. Tin c letter 
to author William Brs0ifed Hue,, 
Ray expressed his coniirlence that 
he had little to fear from a jury 
drawn from toe rolls of Shelby
County, Tenneeeee, because 70 per­
cent of toe voters of that county

■ had voted eitoer for WaUace orj 
Nixon. And he added toe chilling 
fact that “no white man has ever

I ■ been given toe death sentence in a
1 racial killnig.” , _

According to Huie, one of the

1
 . great Svuiher•n reporiess (lie solved 

thie Emm.eit Till murder in Missis­
sippi), Ray consider-s himself as a 
political priswerr and regards the 

. killnig of King as a political actum 
approved by mdhons of his coun­
trymen and perhaps even by a ma­
jority. Ray and his two younger', 
tgogss^were ardent Wallacllilss^ 

Landhadhopedfor a.DromntWdonl



from “President” Wallace-Raybe^. 
Neves To has fired a crucial WotTin 
a new “Civil War.” '

We have heard Sirhan say from1 
the witoess ■ stand that Johnson, 
Goldberg and Kennedy “deserved 
to be ki.livd.” That was his way of 

' expressing .his political disagree­
! mient with them on the Arab-Israeli; 
] question. Personal murder andpo- 
litical assassination are two alto­
gether different crimes and no one 
expresses this .more clearly thln1■ 

t Ray and Sirhian themselves. .
' In the Sirhan case,' two friends of 
; oar's who were with us at the Am­
’ bassador when Snhan outvoted 
। Bobby with his practical .22, Book­
' er GHffm, a weH-knowm journal- 
I ist, and a Los Angeles County Dem- 
। ocratic leader, have told us they 
1 saw evidence of what they Mrnve, 
- may be conspiracy. Others concur 
. from what they saw and hear'd that, 
, "Bobby could never have left the 
; hotel alive that night.” Griffrn’s of- 
I fer to testify as to what he had seen. 
i was blocked by aprosecutlonthat| 
.did not welcome, in his opinion,! 
I facts at varlanee with the simple, .

I |straight-line case they had chosen.
1 topresent. „ , ,
I When this writer and his col- 
I leaguers in Watte held a memorial' 
i service in our Douglass House The-; 
ater for King and Kennedy; a sm^ 

• man of light tan complexion iod, 
carrying a violin case moved up 
toward the stage row- by row white, 
we were reading Ted Kennedy’s 
eulogy to his brother and describ­
ing that final train journey to 
Washington. Finally, thie stranger, 
with the vi.olm case started up thie. 
steps to thie stage. He was pulted 

j back by membess of the (Watts' 
' Writers Workshop and later put out 
;.of -.-the ..building, WvarngL^itlki 
pasts^a plaid sports strife1 
the wispy beginmngs of a bear'd, he 
seemed to bear an uncanny ri-i 
.semblance to,thie man with a viohn 
I case that our friend Louise Carter 
i saw with Sirhan at the Ambassador, 
! Hotel two nighte before the trage-.
I dy. ]
I We are not saying thus proves 
I conspiracy. Indeed, we question] 
। that conclusion. But we are saying 
[ that a special tribunal oriented to] 
i the politics of assassination and the 
i patterns of conspiracy would not be 

so hasty as were thie prosecutors of 
Sirhan to agree that there was no­
evidence of conftder•lttes. Our expe- 
hence was limillr to Griffrn’s q

I when we caUed the attorney gener­
al’s office to offer what we believed 
to be additional information on the 
subject of premeditation and poslll 
ble conspiracy ,we received no en­
couragement. We rtvtal, this not, 
because we feel personaHy reject­
ed, but because we find it iocred-- 
ble that every shred of evidence; 
was not pouoctd upon and that vv4 
elWtVyewtOtness was nori.quel^ilatd 

l^XtaUstiVeity.----- ------ ------------------ '

l'~A■tigt court sitting in ineim^l^| 
j on political assassination mayi 
| sound like an "'un-American” graft1 
| on our Ii-vv of justice. But, f we 
. may paraIhrrate. Gilbert and Su1!--' 
van, “Our object all sublime, we 
shall achieve in time to m.ake the 
trial fit thee crime, the trial fit the 
crime,” Nor would we depend on 
the FBI with its political attttudesi 
■calcifted in the person ofJ. Edgar 
Hoorer. Anyone who mistakes Mar­
tin Luther. King for a communist te 
a relic of the past who would only 
retard the development of new con­
cepts of justice in tone with these 
turbulent times. A special court, 
would seem to requrre a special 
iotelligonte staff tramedin po itica 

, science as well as conventional 
' crime deflection, a staff that would 
not leave grave questions unan- • 

’ swered, as- m the cases of Ray andj

Maybe Sirhan did kill Bob Kenne­
dy atone and unaided, becaule he 
was “burned up,” as he put it, wta 

■ the senator's pubic support of 
'. planes' for ISlavlt■ But the way our 
1 state courts are constitut«l, and 
our district attorney’s offtees, with 

. the traditions of oui’advocacy lys- 
1 tem, and now with the added wrm- 
i kle of Dimonhhed Capacitty or Re­
; Spoollbility to blur the ^reo Pub 
1 Ite vis-a-ws personal murder, wel 
may never know.

I
To give them their due, Griot 
Cooper and Emile Zola BCTman 
have done their bit for old- 
fashioned ‘justice by taking an un­
. popular case and defending nt wrth 
' ail thie brilHance, ingenuity'and 
i skill dtvtloped in a Hfetime of ^i11 
law. ’And eschewing ill ponsiblilVns 
of conspiracy at the outset, the pros- 
। mutton had done a low-keyed .and 

ltrlightfolw.lle) good f not bril­
limit job and hence had made its 
dutiful contribution to old-fashioned 
justice. ' . ' •

But as ao observer of the crime 
. and of the, trill that would set the 
‘punishment] we c.ll to new- 
fanhtoned jusicee, updated not only 

■ by the latest findings of psychic. 
; triste who invvltably .cancel e^h 
। other out as experts study the same, 
! subject iod the name' body of 1v-. 
seirch mlttliil and reach opinions 
as opposite as the poles.x I 

j Just as de li Beckwitti did not kil- 
j Evtrl but tried to ■mur•etr his 
5 .ideis, and as Ray did Oot kill King 
I" ' the mao but tried to muretr his

;Meas, and as Smhan Sirhan dto o! 
;kill Kroredy the min but lrlve to( 
mur■etr his i.dtas, so now the time 
has come to assess the crimes of 
the Si1•tlans, oot as the, crimes of 

I men, disordered and fillibte, but as] 
I \ crtaees flowing fr-om ideas beot on| 
i mUr■etliog the democratic spirit. , 
>1 “Assassinaton,” su' George Ber 
f gasLShaw, “n the mosp^rt^mg) 
* Arm tf_ceosorshto“’..No_milter

■^vtew:■rtwwslate of mOid Sirhan Su- 
1 hio claims to have beeorm-wue0 
we saw him firoig his revolver iO 
that, plolly, he was censoring the 
honest and and outspoken opinions 
' of Robert Fr•aocil Keoneey. Thie 
impitetttons of this undent andlate- 
ly' disntterred form of ceonornhlp 
cry out for judgment1 the highest 
possible level of jurlsptedonte f 
t;he politics of asninsinatlon ire to 

i be countered with the politics of 
’ctonlructive change. If we re a 
;People fail to respond to the chM- 

■ leoge of the de li Bechwtths, Rays 
; and Sirhan Sirhans, lf we cannot 
, develop the pr•oI)tr ][lbtllltly m 
' which to place lhtlr crtaees io clear 
‘national perspective, them we are 
all doomed to live and die with 

1 what Bob Keillleey, io his eulogy of 
Mirtio Lulhtr King, described as: 

1 “. . . lhil mindtess meoacv of vio­
lence io Amvlicl which again 

: stains our land and every ore of 
■■our livtl,” .
‘..^^JC’ I9S!.NewndiJ,lltnl=i±=^l
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^Arr^pprehensive-lookmg Sirhan Sirhan leaves his cell en roue to the courtoom^
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RFK's .Deathin the
Perspective of a
=S=-3 ___ ___  _____

^Jy^BUDD SCHULBERgC^
When Bob Kennedy decided to , 

make the run for the White House 
we were in Italy working on a novel 
by the shore of the legendary Luke 
of Como with snow-capped Alps 
standmg sentiinel around us.'We felt , 
safe, secluded, productiee. The | 
London Tinies and thie Paris Her­

, alc--Triunne and the Rome Mesagg-, 
' gero brought the daily news to our 1 
I, readmg room every day, so we knew I 

about thie crisis in gold, the British '
I refusal to admit Indians to their ] 
island, and we were increasmgly 

, aware of the political quicksand i 
5 LBJ had stumMed into in Vietnam. ! 
1 But;, on a two-monhh sabbatical

from t;hie pressure of civic probtems 
1 that had demanded great hunks of 
■ our time for a number of years;, it 
, was a relief to be able to read 

about world issues without feeling a .
; moral obligation to do something 

about t;hiem. ,
i If we may be excused our con- , 
1 ceit, we thought that after years of : 
I involvement we had earned a rest, : 
I what we described as a “wlrking 
, vaiatile.” the luxury of gnttelg up 1 
in the mlrning, kissmg your wit(-, 
breathing the air, taking a walk, 
clearing the mind and then, “ah 
sweet mystery of work. J

• That was our selfish state of 
[ mind when a cable from Bob Ken­
nedy found us on t;he shore of that

I picluu•e-posiarrd-blne Itahani to , 
j and caUed us back to reality. , 
i Amnricae reality. The cable sai.d he 
• “found himltlf in a ttruglln,” ^d , 
I expressed, the hope timt we would 
1 be back in thie states in time to 
I enlist in his campaign. He ex-, 
! pressed his i^ppreclatien for any : 
I help we might be able to render m , 
getting his message across to “your ; 
people.” Gnraldine and I smited at1 
that one for Bob meant not Holly-, 
wood people or literary pnlpln or ' 
Jewish pelPln but black people, the , 
friends we had madein Watte and 
other neglected commriuniees M the. 
course of nstablistling t-heW'-nta-s 
ifc^K^in the wake of the bow- .' 
Lcaust four-years ago.___

■ That evefinig we answeredMhat 
we would be commg back shortly,' 
ready to enlist in his army of volun-.’ 
teers. And we fired off this opening 
salvo to the dir-ector of the Waists 
Writers Workshop:

. “You know, at the end of my
; dialogues with Jimmy Baldwin I 

said I thought thie whites had al­
most had it, that unless they could 
rip the racism out of their culture, 
out of their hearts, our country was

, on thie road to violent division. 
However, I feel we have a last

; chance with Bobby Kennedy. I' 
; know that he honestly wants to get 
' out of this damnaHe war that is 
bleeding us to death. I believe him

' when he says he wants to take, • 
those billions we are pournig down ■ 
the Saigon drain and put them to 
work in our ghettos, .rebuilding 
them.... If we can get Bobby in we
have a last chance of doing tomn- 

' thing on a federal scale about thie 
galling neglect we see in Watts. 
Yes, Bob seems t:o understand what^ 
we need for our cities, not just 
■thorn billiilet but ideas, imagma- 
t;ile and love. What Bob saw when 
hie came to our workshop to meet 
the writers could be enlarged a thou­
sandfold in every single commun-- 
ty. If we blunder on, if we cut back 
thie services we should be expand-, 
ing, if we just remam ‘liberal,’ then 
you are right, then comes Arma­
geddon. ... So, a :long-welded' 
eomeiatien speech for Bobby Ken- 

1 nedy, our last best hope of making 
it, together!”

Another Dallas
Lyndon^ ltueiiil abdication 

i speech made us nvee more eager to. 
i work for what tenmed to 'us that' 
, last, best hope. But Italy is seduc­
tive and we lingered, some daysin

' Venice and more in R.ome. We were 
ne;ioying the sculpture and the mar­

' kets and t;he restaurams and the 
■ pelpln when the sky fell down.

Another Dallas! This time in
Memphis. This time mt thci preim 

: dent nor Medgar Evess, t:he black; 
, messiah of MiStltllippg, but our No-, 
। bel Prize Winner for Pnacn- apostle' 
i of black freedom through non-! 
' vioeence, Martin Luther Knig. Not 
. again! Not, another public!mUEen41 
_How.-long? oh bigots and sons of

Tolson,

teMohr 
Bishop 
Casper 
Callahan — 
Conrad _  
Felt_ _
Gale —

, Rosen^Z^l^ 
Sullivan CiL-

' Tavel -------
, Trotter-----  
' Tele. Room

Holmes 
Gandy L

The Washington Put
Times Herald_________________

The Washington Daily News------------  
The Evtning Star (Washington) .,------  
The Sunday Star (WashiegHJn)C-3
Daily News (New York)------------------  
.Sunday News (New York)
New York Put___________________
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimrte)------------------------
The Daily World----------------------------------

The New Leader-----------------------------
The Wall Strnnt Journal ------------------
The National Observer--------------------
People's World-------------------------------
Examiner (Washington)--------------------



/, bigots, can we bear your sungs ana 
! a^owsy!_telescoi)i riffles es^c 
; guns? •

I, In that moment the sidewalk 
cafes of the Via Venetto lost their' 
music and the gracefill Spanish 

■ riepr were shadowed in grief and1 
, rage. It was time to come home.!

More than ever we believed what 
we had written our friends in 

k Wato. Now angry youing braves• would be tearing our cities apart. ■ 
j !t would be black against white,: 

father against son . . . “a time of 
j ', shame and sorrow . .. this mind- 
| lerr menace of violence in America; 
j which again stains our land and 
i, every one of our lives.” The quotes 
KI ar-e from Bob Klnneay’s aadr•ets on 
I,I the assassination of Dr. King on 
i;the day after that calamity.

Militancy Arrives

I
; Two months laier, Sunday after-, 
noon, the second of June found us 

1 on Central Avenue, the Main Street 
,of black and deprived South Los 
। Angeles, speaking at a Kennedy 
. rally with Charles Evers, who had 
, picked up the standard fallen from 1 
1 the hands of his martyred brother 
| in Mississippi. While Evers was on 
the platform explaining his reasons

I for supporting Kennedy,, saying he 
believed the senator had a rare and

S' possibly unique capacity to break 
। the chains of r-acism that were ; 
' holding his people'back, a black 

| miliaant leader came into the hall 
I! witih his “troops.” We were con- 

cer’nea that he might try to break
:. up t:he meeting. He had a stack of 
|i leafless attackmg Kennedy along 
li with Humphrey, McCarthy, Nixon 
;; — blue-eyed devfls all.
\ Our Kennedy-Evers team had 
I;strong black support in tOit com- 
*mu5ity.and, with a critical primary 
less than 48 hour's awayyivseemed

I as^raronrviolence might erupt. We 
went over to the militantItouCI, ! 

' whom we knew fairly well, and ■ 
1 asked him pletlre not to dtrrupi the 
meeting. We said Charies Evers 

' risked death from full-time racisrs 
every day of his life and had come 

j a long way to plead Bobby's cause. 
I “Even if you don’t agree, he de­
I servers a respecfful audience.” The , 
I local black leader nodded. He could ' 
I be difficult but rbmetimles not 
; uilreasonable. “OK,” he agr-eed, “I 
| personalty think its all a waste of 
; time because any good black main 
,or, any real friend of the black main 
(is going to be cut down sooner or 
। later — like Jack Kennedy and 
; Medgar Evers and Brother Mal- ' 
। colm. But I can dig it. You go 
। ahead with your meetmg. We’ll 1 
j pass out the literature in the park- ' 
I ng lot.” 4=5==-; .
L '^^•<

1 MOnrWhoo Wat7la^ ^ 
' The rally ended ienset.d if placl- 
i fully.. Char-les Evers raia that Pres- 1 
I ident Kennedy and his brother and 
; Martin Luther King, along with too , 
many oiOlr•s murdered in the South ' 
in recent years, all rOaI'ed a belief 
in the atgniiy of main and the even­
tual triumph of genuine democracy.
And he prayed that Bob Kennedy, ' 
who stood up for Medgar and for ' 
Martin and for all the oppI:■esrea, 
would be able to bri.ng t;Oir about 

' through the democratic process.
In the audience for t;Oat rally was 

our employe of many years, MIrt. 
Lousse Car'ter. While we were 
rcOeaulla to speak at several other 
gatiiermgs that evening, Lousse 
went on to the Ambassador Hotel to 
attend a large reception for Ken­
nedy. Next morning she said she 
had seen Bob Kennedy,, in fact had 
shaken hands with him twfce, in the 
famous Cocoanut Grove. But, she y 
said, she also had encountered a? 
rligOi aark-compieioonad young . 
main who worried her because he 
had been wandering ar-ound t;he 
stage and ltoking behind the cur-- 
tams. ,

J Louise had once worked at the
I Ambassador and she knew where 

extra chairs were stacked, in a
I passageway behind the stage to the 

rear of the baUroom. The youing 
main accompamed her. He selmla

I to know his way to the side corridor 
and cautioned her, “Be car•e:fuy, you 
could hurt yourselfi Its pretty dark

J in iOlre.’’ Ele was very polite and 
J offered to bring an extra chair back , 
• for Lornse's friend, Carolnl(t. T'he 
i passageway where they found the. 
■. chairs has an entrance into the 
। main lobby and also connects with 
' the Embassy Room and the pantry 
, where Kennedy was to meet his 
. death two nights later.

The young mans knowledge of 
, the area and the way he was 

aresrea prompted her to ask him if 
he was an employee of the .hotel 
rather than a gulti. He said no he 
was just a spectator who had come ' 
like all the rest of the crowd to see 1 
Kenneclyt. And he aadea, “Shouldntt 
he be here by now? Isn’t he late?. I wonder why he Oatntt shown up 
yet.” With him, accordmg to Louise ■ 

। and her frilna, was anoiOer young 1 
. man, also rlenaer and rwar1tly,1 

carrymg a vi.tlin case. And he also 
asked if they knew why Kennedy 

; was late and if anything could be 
j keeping him from the hotel. ;
I Both young men kept wandermg 
1 up on the riage and looking beOina 

11 the curiam.. Said Louise Carter as 
i! rOe described he mitgivinrs to me ; 
. on the morning of Junie 3, “Later 
■',whenI saw all t;Oosl crowdaaEcnnd 1 
b.'the senator, .and trying to touch ,

him, he seemed so unprnW.lori— ;
1 ‘fe;l=WtO so many angry people 

walking the ttreeCs these days, it
. just doesn’t look safe to me.
; On Primar-y Ellciitn Day we
■ patSld the time trying to relax and I
1 rest up for what we thought wbula !
, be a long and evenfful evening. It | 
' reminded us of the way boxer’s । 
spend their days awaiting impor- , 

, tant contests. We turned on the j 
; radm. The televtslon news. Called 
; rtme friends who were on the ' 
fence. Called Kennedy woriMrsto

•:!=E^y=ana find out how itwas-gomg.

, /ss^=t) p.m. Pete H-mitlUtOe 
, writer-, came by with his younger . 
, brother and the four of us drove to I 
' the Ambassador. T'he Embassy | 

Ballroom had an air of tentative 
gaiety. Not too many had arrived .’ 
yet, but t;htte who came early were 
optimistic. :

I
i In a small roped-off section, 
■ prl!cr officer Pierre Salinger and J
Frank Mal[kilewicz were working 1 
iOlir desks, taking quick phone 
caUs and jotting down meaningful 
hieroglyphics. Both thought it 
looked good ftr Bob, mentKmnng

, percentages that turned out to be ;. rligOily optimtstic. “South Dakota j 
it in and bigger than expected,” 
Frank told us. His fatPlr, the gifted 
wr'iter of “Citizen Kane,” had 
worked for my old man and we re- 
memi>ered Frank as a child-edttor 
putting out a surprisingly protes- 
sitnal mimeogryphad newspaper 
with his brothe,, Don. If Bob could : 
make it to the White House it was I

i believed iOat Frank would become I 
■ his Pierre. For us that was a com- 
for-trng thought. Bob knew wher’e he I 
was going and Frank was an ideal' 
compamon for that journey, cool i 
but concerned, and briliiantty in- • 

, for■me(t.

Smelling Victory ;
Now t;he Embassy BaHnom was ' 

coming to life. Pretty girlt in mini­
skirts and Kennedy skimmes-s.

I Earnest young men from the New 
Left;. Middee-aged doctors and taw- 
yers and iOlir sociaUy-miiadad 
wives. T’he liberaSt. A lot of black 
yetptet A smattering of Democratic 
pros. Everybody was frienaly, very 
up, smlliing victory but more than 
;victory, tasting hope. We takeed; 
with Pete Hamill about it as we 
waited for the nigOi to begin. Pete 
was a RtlmiaiIrts main, a Vfflage 

,Voicer, a crony of Nor•n-an Mail­
ers, a brother-in--aw and chum

I ' of ex-heavyweight champ Josej 
I Torres. Pete was an IrtsOman and:
I sometimes fought like one and often.
’ wrote lkp one, like the pest of]



ihi^cv^j-nnd talented clan- He was 
।bitter about the war anathestate 
I of the union and the compost heaps 
tha? .WP hk® t0, call “inner cities,’’. 
|but this night he was happy and; 
jhopeful and it may sound corny but1 
। we raised paper cups to a better J

I
 world. .

; We were joined by Warren Rog-, 
e^ of Look magazine, who had' 
(been on the campaign trail with 
Bob and who shared our feehng, 
that he was the most misunder- 
।stood man in Ameriaan life. We had 
,neyer found him iuttIltrrs, cold and' 
' calculaijgg; on the contrary we 
knew him to be warm, humorous 
।and intensely human. "I know he 

J attracts some of those people' 
I around him because of who he is,” 
,Warren had said. “But the truth is, 
1 he’s fun to be with. I ftet- 
good—around him.” That was the

.'way his friends felt about him. And 
. he had as many of those as he had1 

k (enemies. '
; The ballroom was filling up now 
and returns were beginnmg to come 
In, so we decided to go uprtclirs to 
।the Kennedy suite. There we found 
;a kind of impromptu party in prog-, 
Less, one of ih.ore “only in Amer­
ica” thmgs, or mayt» only , in a 
Kennedy Amtlicc: astronaut John 
tetans, Olympte champion Rcftr 
Johnson, t:he Milton Bedes, film 
dii'tgtor x J.ohn FraIkeaha?moel■_  
" .Cban1.ttr-MEvrrs and Joh-nm-Lems;, 

one of the original leaders of
. SNCCS, Mexman organizers of the 
' huelga against the wine growers.

I ■ Sharing a couch with Glenn, a 
, Cctholic priest, a Democratic office­
! holders, a local black teatfer and a ' 
! HoUjwoood glamor girl was Ethel

Kennedy. Star athletes, national 
; heroes, liberal politiciars, movie ; 
■ stars;, writers, strike leaders;, black 
' miltlanis; from the mansmnsof ' 
. Beverly Hills, Ate playing fiedds, 
. the yineyadrs, the ghettos. Ths ,

gathering is not Ito be believed’ 
said Pet;e Hamill as he bobbed and 

: weayed through the group bunched 
। at the one small bar.

We watched Ethel watchmg the 
, telly as her husband slowly began 
1 to pull ahead of his rival. “And I'll 
I bet our Chicano vote isn't counted 
i yet!” said a Mexican-Americnn 

covered with Kennedy and “Hud­
' ga” buttons. “My people, they vote 
I a hundred percent.” This turned 

out to be the most accurltte predcc­
I tion in a night no one could have 
' precUcted except a nondescript 
1 young man who was downrtalrs in 
I title area of the campaign reception 

rooms, havmg himself a drink or 
two before going back to his car to 
get a lethal little gun with which he 
had been practicing ter days.

Five floors above that mystenous 
youth unnoticed in the crowd, our 
candidate wandered quietly be­
tween his bedroom and the suite 
aersss=Atie corridor where col­

Lieagues, and wel—wirslferSTWti■e

-Lathered. “How we doing?” As he 
I stood in the doorway WKirrawah 

smite, his face reflected the tough
I ccmpaign — from New Engarnd to 
; Southern Califoniia, that country of , 
i anglel■r and screwbans where t;he । 
i political pendulum swings ecrily ;

from Socialist Upton Sinclair to ul- 1 
i tra-rightst Ronnie Recgan. ,

■ For Bob Kennedy it had been a 
। camptign phlrilca]ly far more de­
; mandmg t;han for the other’s, be- 
1 cause their foltewess had no com­
, pulsion to touch their man, kiss 
' him, hug him, rhai■e him. We had

seen it in Watts when he came to 
speak outside our Douglass House 
Writers’ buidHng. He was mobbed A 
and cU but swallowed up in that 
exuberant crowd. His black believ­
ers literal! hurt him with their 

. love. And this was repeated in 
white commlmittrs, in suburbs and 
in shanty-tows. No one else, rn 
Amerfca was generating that kind 
of magnetism. But as we had 
learned to our sorrow two months 

, tailitl to t;he day, a magnet for
love is also a magnet for hate.

A Close Decision
] Shortly cfttr 11 o’clock CBS-TV

announced that Bob had won a 
close but clean-cuit decision. Escap­
ing for a few minutes from the 
mounting fertivittrs, we were 
standing on a balcony with NBC 
commentittor Sandy Vanocul•, chid­
ing him lightly for his networkss 
refusal to concedz. Sandy was a 
proud competitor and a ptrroncl 
friend of Bob’s, but network offi- 

, cialdom had set up a colicia of 
1 caution between him and what he 

had hoped would be t;he first inter­
, view with the winner. We were
1 iclking about Bob and what we 

thought he could do to bind up the 
grievous wounds ihci were bleeding 
t;he country when Warren Roger’s 
joined us to say that Bob had asked

I hfetoJiai me - he had rcid_he’d.

liUto talk to me alone f0r a'COOplt 
I of minutes. My wife Geraldme 
I asked if she might come along; it 

was a mi)mtitt she would like to 
! remember. ,

I Tn a modest bedroom wit;hiwia 
1 beds Bob was sitting on the floor in 
a cor,ner, with his knees drawn up, 
a favorite position that reminded u’ 
of yiritr both to his home and his 
office. He was smoking a rmalS,! 
slender cigar’, the first time v.e had; 
ever seen him do so. He seemed] 
mclktdly less joiilcni than the re’tj 
of us. Moire tired, undoubtedly. And'

1 with so much more to do. Geraldine 
■ .and I offered our congra0lial0ors: 
' on winning the crazy-quilt State of, 

■ Clli.f.omia. Hie rcid he was going 
1 down to the ballroom in a little 
। white and crked what I would say if
I were in his place. I realired he 
had talked to Sorenson and ScMes- 

tjsjsssand others betto&s^salified 
_thlaa_I...bot_as Ihad-done with him!

ofezsess^
, in anyway: ‘Well, if the margin is 
। four or five points, you know who 
1 they are, the-”
i He stopped me with a slow grin.“I know, you’re going to give me 
. the thing about the black vote and 
I the Chric-ao-o. . . .”
i “The Chicano is like 99 point nine 
i and I hear South Los Angeles is 85 
। percent” ■
' ‘A lot of black friends will be on;

the picifolm with me. I think Wahi 
, ter (Sheridan, a long-tane aide all

the way back to Senate Racks;: 
' Committee days) is asking Cesar1

Chavez. They did a terrific job, 
Terrific.” , . ■

We talked for a few miiottes1 
about our Wwkshop in Watts. Bob 
had come twrice, had met the writ;-, 
ers, had read their anthology andl 
now he said again ihci he thought 
we had touched a nerve - not just: 
mechcnical skill ceniel•r and on-' 

■ thie-job training,.but culturalproj-' 
ects for people in ghettos all over 
the country who had been bottted' 

■ on=tonJong andwer-eprovmghow1 
much t;hey had to say antrnawwell ।

1 the“=sseul^' say-it. Bob rcid:^KFWCii■''■ ! 
' interested in a ruggeriion we had 1 

made to a Senatte rubcommittee .
1 on which he served - of an Arts । 

Corps, a kind of updated Federal 
Theater and Feder,al Writers’ Proj­
ect fitted to the need’s of Watte, , 
Hough, Bedford-Stuyvesllnt. (May- ; 
be this roonlis like crazy liberal : 
icik a few minutes before going , 
down to ihcnk the voters of Calif or- • 
nia for sending him to Chicago to ! 
unseat Hubel•t Hol•aios, but we have ;

■ been feeling an obligation to put it 
all down as we rememIter it;, just as 
we would deady love to know what 1

■ Lincoln had been saying in his box ;
at the Ford Thect;eil.) j

I] Speaker Jesse Unruh, “Big Dad­
dy” of Cclifornia Democrass, came I 
over to ruggeri thci it was time to , 

. go down. Eyer-practical Jesse was • 
probacy thiaking ihci it was necr— 
ing midnight and ihct Bob should 
be seen on TV in his winning pos- 
iort by as many people as possible ; 

! across the country. Bob rose to his I 
I feet slowly. There was no elatton in 
i him., certainly none of the cockiness [ 
1 attributed to him by deiraii0ors. 
! He seemed thoughtful, concerned, 
I perhcpr a iliflt subdued.

He said he’d like to pursue the 
, Ar■ti Corps idea. He rcid, “Stick 
I around; lti’i talk later.” I asked 
I him where. He said cfier the talk in 
1 the main room he would come to a 

II smalter room, t;he Colonial Room, 
I off the pcnily. He said he wasn’t 
• going to hold any folmci press con- 
| ference but would like to see some 
I of his pcrticolcr presf flK^dr 

. 1 thtlSs=9 _______ 1



_Jaework done for the night, '
private party would mdfe^uSrtS 
celebrate at The Factory. Then Bob 
asked me if I would like to accom­
pany him and Jesse Unruh to the 
platform. I said I didn't want to 
look as if I were taking bows with 
tire winner and pushing myseff into 1 
the pictuee. Geraldine and I would , 
wait in the Colonial Room and see . 
him later wit:h Warren Rogier's and 
our other mutual friends. “The 
brothers and Chicanos,” I said. He ' 
nodded and smiled. T'hen Warren 

' jomed us and we followed Bob into 
1 the corridor where he was immedi- > 
'i ately swallowed up in a crowd of 

well-wishers and television camer­
as, waiting tto accompany the victor 
on his way down t:o t;he ballooom.

: A Festive Moment
' I In t;he Colonial Room about 20 of 

I us were waiting for thie senator. We 
i wat;ctlt!d the preliminaries on tele- 
visten as hie was getting ready to ' 
come to the micoophone. It was 

। a festive moment and Warren 
, thought we should all havedrhlks 1 
1 in our hands to toast the occasion. 
I He was gone a few m-nutes and 

। when he retunned with the highball 
. it was also with the information , 
that Bob would shortcut through

I the senting pantry that divided our 
। smaller room from the ballooom.

। For some reason this fact went 
। unreported in national magazmes, i 

nor was it reveated in the Sirhan
J trial which we attended in morbid I 
! faschlation and, at times, dismay, 
i To this layman mind it seems as if 
i it may have had some bearmg on 
', the crucial subject of premediaa- 

। toon. Did Siriian simply riumbte 
I blindly into the strong pantry in ■ 
I Search of coffee to cure his “in­
I toxication,” as his team of gifted 
i defense counsel would have had 
the jury believe? Or, aware that 

I thie senaior had taken a similar 
1 route through the pantry when both 
I tracker and tracked had been in ■ 
' the hotel two mghte before, had the 
J assassin sequesteled himself in that 
pantry so that he could gun down 
his unsuspecting ialgtt, as he had 
promised inhs notebooks: “Ken­
nedy must fall . . . Kennedy must

' die . . . Kennedy must not live be- 
i yond the fifth of June.”
i We all watched Bob’s neat:, brief 
i “Thank you—and on to Chicago” 
(speech and then, anticipating his 
^val ihr<tugh that back passage­
way, moved closer t:o the pantry 

! door’s. “We” inchides Pete Hamill ’ 
j - and Booker Griffin, a local blatck , 
( :jlulnalist I had known from the ■ 

early years in Watts. A few yards । 
bethhA?us-wel■e Warren Roger's and ^ 

L Geraldine. We bear'd a coupre'*ur‘”

। those “fieecracker pops” and the] 
; sound of screammg. We all rim total 

,; the pantry. A scene out of — what? I 
; Television? This was a different1 
। kind of violence. Shakesptale?l

, There was no poetry, no soaring' 
; l•htiolic to mitigate the blood. And| 

t:he blood was not red paint later t:o I 
। be washed off in the dressing room. I 
' “This madness menace of violence ■ 

which again Stams our land,” Ktn< 
nedy had dtscliit>ed it when it* 

| stl•tlck down Dr'. King. AmdSst the' 
| screaming and t:he pushing and the ' 
| Oh-my-Gods! Bob had taken a 

few st:eiis lolwald and then had , 
‘ lallto back on the cold stone floor-. , 

Pete Hamill was dil•tcily in front । 
of me and partly blockmg my view 1 
so his description is clearer than 
mme, although my imptesslon con- ' 
firms what he ’aw: “The sonofa- 1 
riich was siioding t:here wit:h one 
foot lllwald and his arm extended 
just like he was on a targe; range.”: 
(Note: This is what veteran report- । 
er Hamill said as soon as we were.' 
able to regan any coherence.) The 
narrow pantry became a screammg I 
bedlam of pain, tenor, rage: “Look 
out! Sonuvabitch”” He’s got agun!. 
He’s shooting”” Shote went pop­
pop-pop and now that we knew they 
were not firecrackers or popping 
ballons they sounded louder. ..

People were respondmg in con- 
Hietmg ways—some moving back 
to escape t:he explosive possibilttiss, 
others movmg in on the author of 
t;he crime; an obscene human traf­
fic jam. The Gun was an undersized, 
mam dressed in slacks and sports 
shirt; looks Mexccan was our lilii 
impresston, but we remember 
thinking in the midst of mayhem, I 
must be some crazy Mexccan to) 
shoot Bobby,, Bobby would die for’ 
Chavez and his glape-pickess. 
Christ, maybe he is dying for 

,, Chavez. ,
Bob was lying on Ms back lookmg 

very sad, as if he knew’, he already' 
. knew. One eye was opcneiS, which 

seemed strange and lorebodingI 
and his lips were movmg but Pete, 
Booker and this witaess were not' 
close enough to hear. I was vaguely!

1 aware of Gtlaldine and War rent' 
' Roger’s near my right shoulder. ;

11 Jimmy Bresin’, the New York 
I' aolumnSsS, ’eemed a foot higher 
!' than everybody else, against tile 
!; left wall. Was he standing on a 

box? The small assasssin was charg- 
b mg forward in our direction, a 
' ■; quarterback sneak with a pistol in­

stead of a ball and people were
, . nlarbing for him, “0^’1™.! Get 
| ’im! Stop the sonolabltctl‘ ’ With 
I I oihel•s around me I made a lunge 
i J for him.

He was being putted, tugged, 
I es&feB'verybodyscleamnnfc 
i_Cursing,_________ _ ———

, (>5t^ bmvn employc-r^w^ 
hysterically, taICimn rapidly in a 
Latin accent:: “I can’t believe it, 
thirty seconcSs ago I was shaking 

I hands with him, leaning over that 
। counter and shaking hands, ihiliy 

secontSs ago, and that little bastard, 
he’s been hangmg ar'ound in here 

I for almost an hour,, asking us if we 
; thought the senator was coming 
' through” He ratted on, repeating 
,' himself as all of us were doing. A 

lunatic Babel of a soundtrack is 
there to prove it.

The Diffetence
But here is the dilterente be­

tween the actual event and the 
tamed and ordered repiaymg of it 

, at the trial half a year later’. The 
, same Mexccan busboy who ran over 
। to me in that first minute is on the 

stand, aompostd and^ naturally in 
awe of the proceedings. Yes, he 
says, he had seen thie defendant in 
the pantry for some time belol'e the 

( shooting. Yes, the dtlendant had. 
asked several times if Kennedy 
would be coming ihrotIgtl. You see, 
this is one l'eason a Sirhan Tr'ial is 
profoundly flawed. The busboy is 
telling the troth, but it no longer 
has the impact and t:he passion of 

\ the truth he had blurted out to us 
white Bob Kennedy was still lying 
there lregioming to die from those 
long-range, hollow-nosed bullets, 

|. t;he most lethal type of ammunttinn 
1 that can be used in that .22!.

Still, it was interesting that this; 
witness did not say to us in that 
firs’ impressionabte ouibul•sS, “I 
wonder who that little drunk was, 
in here drinking coffee and ilyi-lg 
to sobtl up.” Yet that was to be the 
story we would hear from Siriian: 
so drunk was he from two or three 

1 Tom Collhsses p trchased at one of 
the other candidate's reception 
reoms that he was in an alcoholcc 

। stupor, unaware of where he was or 
' even that he had squeezed the trig- 
1 ger when he emptied his revotoer, 
1 firmg intto Bob Kennedy at point­
> blank range.
I To buttress thie “alcoholic wild 

1' rtasi” theory a psychologstt was to 
itstily later that hie had served the 

! deltndant;, in his cell, six ounces of 
■ gin in four Tom Collhsses over a 
1 period of 16 minutes and that Sir­
' han “went rtlStrC.” Such si's the 
|' woodel's of modern law, all doUed 
i. up with forensic psychiafrists and 

i their alcohol-induced medical tests. 
; I Said one reporter it the trial, “As a 
|i psychiatrist he makes a Mluva 

t. .HaStender! Ohe-ihid-a-iimII^^ola‘es|



per drink is like the good old days. 
eSole=n^ghbalS> we werdHtrinSag ■ 
at tihe Ambassador, we were lucky | 
to be getting three-quartrss of an 1 

|.ounce” So if Sirhan was buying , 
i those Ambassador Collinses, three l 
, ounces, not six, is the more likely 

intake, and those spaced over a , 
; much longer period than 16 minutes ' 
' as the young killer wandered from 
; room to i-oom, talking with many 
। people and offering to buy them 
; drinks before going back for his 
; gun and lrationing himself in the 
pantry. .

But to pick up the thread of our , 
narrative on tihe night of June 4, tihe ' 

. surest hands that grabbed tihe as­
sailant bel.ooged to Rosey Grier, 

, the giant ex-linesman for tihe 
■ Rams, and Rafer Johnson, our de­

cathlon champom, aided by George 
Plimpton, the celebarted mock­
athlete who now found himself part 
of an impromptu but effective 
amateur police. As for the actual 
police, som-tm-es too much in 
evidence, now they were some­
thing less than Johnnie-­

, rn-l;he-spot. It seemed a nerve- 
i' wracking eternity that Rosey, Raf- 

er, George and other's held their 
slight, wiry prisoner on the metal 
serving t;ablt while Bob lay on the 
floor holding beads a young Irish­

. man had offered him — not a 
i pIitlt, as reported next day. There 

was ai pr'iell and finally a doctor', 
’ but they came 'later, after Steve 
I iSmith and young Justice Depre't- 
t ^ent lawyer David Steiner made 

repeated appeals from the platform 
' in the now hysterical atmosphere of 

tihe Ballroom.
। T'o the credit of “Big Daddy”

Unruh, he urged us to resist the
‘ temptatinn to lrrangte or stomp the 

assassin. “We don t want anrt;hee
। Dallas.” And tihe black superstars 
, also displayed supreme cool in pin- 
1 ning title pint-sized gunman without 

seriously injuring him. So a group 
of reportera, this one included, had . 
an opportunity to oteerreSnhan

। for nearly half an hour. IAe the 
• bulbrys who had seen him lurking 

tihere before the attack, we did not 
think he was drunk. Neither did hie 
seem to be in a traiice.

| . At the trial George Plimpton was 1 
! 1 to testify that Hie defendant looked
U “purged.” George is a friend o 
t ow, but we must say he was so- 

■ dulgmg in a literary crnceit:, in flossy llbjlitislsm to ure 
| w ‘‘pOTged,” a wrrdlhrl slick defense 
, f. counsel Grant Cooper happiiyem-' 

braced in building his elaborate 
। case that his ilirot was in a trance,,
1 I, having “programmed” lioltlf, 
; । through metaphysiaal Rraralan^ 
/1 exonoiiSl'■ to execute taecnm-' 
i L- whtir mysteriouliyunaWairett^an^

' was doing so". T'o the rest of us., 
,Slrhanlliostdi simply pimen-dowT,,. 
his eyres darting, frightened, in-1 

- ; lense' but hardly “purged.” He re- ;
, minded me of a rat I once encruot- । 
ered on the steps of my cellar. The 1

1 rat stared at me and I stared at the ‘ 
eat, each of us afraid to move, both ■ 
of us feelmg equally trapped and j 
threatened. A confrontation frieze.

When the police finally took over । 
from the volunteer law-entoceess 
and Bobby was rolled and bounced 
to the waiting ambulance, a group 
of us foUowed him out and then ' 
gravitated upslarls to tihe Kennedy 
suite where we had been toasting 
the candidate's healtii less than an 
hour before. “It was my fault,” 
Rosey Grier was sobbing;, “I should 
have been in frool of him.” We 1 
tried , to crnlrlehim: “How do you 

"defend aga.inst a man with a hidden 
revoke?? If you’re in fr•i>ot;, he 
moves to the side. If you're at his 
side, he slips in behiind —” But 
Rosey was too far gone in grlft. It: 
is hard to see a man that big, 300 
pounds ort fat but big, crymg. And 
not like a baby', like a man who 1 
know's wha.t he has lost.

It was as if he were sobbing for 
, allof us. And while Rosey sobbed 
'uoc■rHir0lllal)iy, Gerege^Ji£ityaln 

was^'shakiing visibly. Sittmg, near 
tihe bed with his head in his hands, 
Charles Evers was moamng, “Oh 
God, how many have to go, how 
many more, how many? Will it 
ever stiopr” Next to him a young 1 
black man we had seen rariire in ’ 
tihe balhrron: “You saw him. Was 
he black? Oh JrlUl' I cruLlc01tt bear । 
it if a brotlier ...’’ We said he 
looked brown, tian, and yrl sallow, 
maybe from the Philippiels ... 
“Becauee he was one of us,” the 
young man said, barely hearing. 
“A black man witih a whtte skin.”

Ao hour passed. Piiolrion, still 
shaking went to tihe hospital. Half a 
dozen people who had seen it hap­
pen huddled together tor warmhh. 
Friends kneaded Rosey! moose­
like neck and shoulder’s in an rffrel j 
not so much t:o e■eiteve his agony as ■ 
.tiMexne-sis silent, futilr sympathy,. 
After he had bren srbbing^repe^

hours, hie rosiroswaved ' 
back and frelh and then fell back 1 
on the bed with his eyes closed. ;

j We were afraid he miighl be , 
havmg a heart attack. A man ; 

: mountem on th- rulside, a warm, • 
I rmrtional human being within, able I 
i 1o feteSw-pound linesm^g^grtsao '

|fe=gS^ng field, he hladbrroun-1 
done by a 110-prunder with a gun. 
lhal looked like a cap pistMTiirj 
Ross Miller appeared. He was the i 

j black plysicran from Compton
(near Watte) who had been one of! 

1 the firll to answer the call :freal 
doctor in the paoley.

Rrsry was all righit;, he said, it. 
was just the lleaio. “If only I could1 
have been between t;hal bullrl and 
the senat;rr,” Rosey had been say-1 
ing in his unexpeclediy small vrictl. j 
And Charies Evess still sat witih his । 
head bowed almost to his knees, a ■ 
dark suppheant for martyrs. '

J We stayed there until dawn, talk-1 
| ing with fellow rye-wlti-esses, fel- 
j low moleolely, tioo numb and dispir-1 
j Red to go home. And here another i 
1 unansw'ered question is provoked, 
i Maybe we have lrrn too many' 
I crime move’s where the case­
' hardened detrctire is on the spot.;

You rroteolber the line: ‘NioIiody 
leave this room.” In lhil case, one 
of tihe most catastrophcc murders in; 
American history, everybody left, 
the Tomb Upstiaiss were a drzrn 

I ryrwiinesses, many of them report­
ers, who had lren the gunning and 

' the gunman at close rang-e. Would 
। it not have seemed S.O.P..fre invss-' 
1 tigat;rrl to rrt;uro to the Kennedy 
I suite and question all the people 
. there? There were a numl-er who j 
1 had been close rnrugh to Sir-han to' 
have teen able to hear what he ' 
might have said dueiog those ieiti- . 
cal 27 /mmutes before tihe poRce 
ar-rived, He said vrey lltle', but he ! 
did lprak a few sentiences. Appar- i 
rolly he did say, “I did it for my I 

. country.” Would it ooI have been , 
brllre-oayy, essentiaR—to get the , 

। fresh and immediate observations 
of these rye-wittitesses, instead of 
getting around to many of them 

, months inter- when memories ha.ve I 
to be erconseucc'ter? ■

I Mayre Yret;y Ikes to claim tihat 1 
. tihe -L.A.P.D. is tihe most rffiiieol 

police forcr tihis side of Scotland ' 
Yard. But failure to inspect Kemie- । 
dy’ own suite and to question the 
circle of frinnds who stayed on 

' thiere Ioi hour’s after tin tragedy 
। would indicate tihat tihe local force, 

> 1 while not liokolg to the depths of 
| i Dallay, hardly deserves an A rating

1 for ite poRee work in the Ambassa- 
: dor Hotiel tihat nightt. True, the com- j 

I . puI-i at headcluarrels rapidly ■ 
[ , traced the muI’dre weapon tio Sir- , 
; han Bishara Sishan. But it is also 1 
; । tirur that thry did not get around to . 
; , some key rbser■vers for many । 
; Imonths, if ever. Nor did the FBI. A, 
j good deal of telling evidence, some' 
! of which might have affected th- 
'■ very natiure of tihr casr, was never' 

■ to have its day in crurtl. ।
i (C) 1969. Newnday, Inc.  „



This Art-icle
Budd Schulber-g, one of America’s most famions novelists and 

motion picture writers, also is a man of action. After the snccisss of 
such novels as “What Makes Sammy Run” and ‘Thie Disenchanted” 
and the movie “On the Waterfront,” he became the director of a 
nationally noticed writers’ workshop in the Watts area of Lois 
Angeles and, still later', a worker in behalf of the candidacy of Rob­
ert F. Kennedy for the presidential nominatinn.

Senator Kennedy was a close friend of Schulber-g’s and the 
writer was with him at the time of his assassination. He has now 
written his personal story of that tragedy and this is the first of 
two articesn. The second, which will appear on these pages next 
week, will recount some vivid impeessoons of the Sirhan trial and 
make some revolutionary proposa’s for dealing with the growing 
poiiticcs of assassination. ^^sn.

ROOSEVELT GRIER
AMete on the Scene—

-Dallas Times Heradd

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan is disarmed ’hortly after the shooting.

RAFER JOHNSON
tss Helped Contain Sirhan,

GEORGE PLIMPTON
___ Visibly Shaken



^^-< A television news film photograph of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy moments aft-er he wae ehot.
abdllre.es:




