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KENNEDY 12-17 .
DAY LD

LOS ANGELES (UPI) -- THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY MONDAY REJECTED A
DEMAND TO REINVESTIGATE THE KILLING OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, BUT .
STRHAN'S ATTORNEY SAID HE WOULD APPEAL FOR A NEW TRIAW.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH P. BUSCH SAID SUPPOSED NEW EVIDENCE HAS
BEEN HASHED OVER REPEATEDLY AND THERE IS NO DOUBT SIRHAN Be SIRHAN
WAS THE ASSASSIN.

EX-REP. ALLARD LOWENSTEIN OF NEW YORK HAD TOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE
THERE SUNDAY THAT BALLISTICS EVIDENCE IN THE SLAYING SHOWS AT LEAST
WO PISTOLS WERE FIRED IN THE ASSASSINATION. |

BUSCH SAID THE "SECOND GUN" THEORY AND THE EVIDENCE BEHIND IT HAD
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF AT LEAST THREE PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS.

HE SAID HE WOULD NOT CONDUCT NEW BALLISTICS TESTS, BUT WOULD GO -~
ALONG IF SIRHAN'S ATTORNEY GOT A COURT ORDER REOPENING THE CASE.

ATTORNEY GODFREY ISAAC SAID HE WOULD APPEAL TO THE STATE SUPREME
COURT IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, ASKING FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR SIRHAN, NOW/
SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE.

"I WOULD NOT OBJECT TO A COURT-ORDERED FIRING OF THE WEAPON,"
BUSCH SAID, "INVITING" SIRHAN TO REQUEST A HEARING. /

"HE'S TRE MAN WHO HAS THE LEGAL STANDUNG TO DO IT. I HAVEN'T HEARD
MR. SIRHAN COMPLAIN ABOUT HIS CONVICTION." F

"I AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT SIRHAN SIRHAN -- ACTING ALONE =-- /
KILLED ROBERT Fe KENNEDY," HE SAID. ﬁ

"A NUMBER OF EYEWI TNESSES -~ ALL AT CLOSE RANGE -- SAW SIRHAN
SIRHAN SHOOT ROBERT F. KENNEDY, AND DUD NOT SEE ANYONE ELSE FIRE A
GUN, TN THE PANTRY OF THE A#BASSADOR HOTEL ON THE NIGHT OF JUNE!'S,

" THE MOST EXHAUSTIVE POLICE INVESTIGATION IN LOS ANGELES HISTORY
DETERMINED THAT NO CONSPIRACY EXISTED,® HE SAID.

LOWENS TEIN MAINTAINED THAT EVIDENCE SHOWED AT LEAST NINE SHOTS HAD
BEEN FIRED, WHILE SIRHAN'S REVOLVER HELD ONLY EIGHT, THAT THE BULLET
WHICH HIT A TELEVISION NEWSMAN CAME FROM A GUN,.OTHER THAN THE ONE

)

THAT XILLED KENNE‘DY%'DAND THAT THE FATAL BULLET WAS!/'FIRED " ABOUT AN f

]

INCH FROM HIS (KENNEDY'S) RIGHT EAR," WHILE SIRHAN WAS ATCLEAST TWO
FEET AWAY. V) ndh “
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: To Reopen Case .7

L.OS ANGELES, Jan. 13-
'—The lawyer for Sirhan
Sirhan, convicted assassin
of Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy, filed a writ today in
‘ California Supreme Court
'to reopen the case, based
on. alleged new ballistics
"evidence. _

- © Lawyer Godfrey Isaac .
said there was new evi- ‘]\«

elght bullets in Sirhan’s

gun were fired at the '

. death scene. He said there -
' was also a possibility that

t Kennedy and one of the

i bystanders wounded at the -,
scene were shot by differ-
ent guns. '

f Isaac filed a’ writ of ha-
beas corpus but no ‘date
has been set for & hear- .

i ing. '

‘ Sirhan, was originally
sentenced to death but,

. this was reduced- to life ,

' imprisonment after Cali- .

 fornia abolished the death |

{ penalty in 1972. : '
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KENNEDY 12-23 e (&
A

LOS ANGLLES (UPI) -- A RETIRED POLICE OFFUCER SAYS HE TALKED TO
‘gbUPLE WHO HEARD TWO PERSONS SAY THEY SHOT ROBERT Fe. KENNEDY.
BUT HIS REPORT WAS OVERLOOKED IN THE MASSIVE INVESTIGATION OF THE
- SHOOTING, THE OFFICER SAID.
ﬁ/‘ FORME& SGTe PAUL SHRAGA TOLD RADIO STATION KMPC SUNDAY THAT HE WAS
/2[

0SSA
R A

THE FIRST POLICE OFFICER TO ARRIVE AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL WHERE
KENNEDY WAS SHOT.

HE SAID THAT AS HE WALKED TOWARD THE HOTEL, AN OLDER COUPLL
STOPPED HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD PAbSLD A YOUNG COUQLE WHO WERL
SMILING AND SHOUTING: "WE SHOT HIMeosoWE KILLED KENNEDYeeoWE SHOT
HIMeooWE KILLED HIM.'

SHRAGA SAID THE ELDERLY COUPLE DESCRIBED THE PAIR AS "IN THEUR
EARLY 205" AND SAID THE WOMAN WAS "WEARING A POLKA-DOT DRESS."

SHRAGA, WHO WAS A COMMAND POST OFFUCER AT THE TIME, SAID HE
BROADCAST THE DESCRIPTION FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS, UNTIL h SENIOR OFFICLR
TOLD HIM TO DISCONTINUE IT. ACCORDING TO SHRA&A THE OFFICER SAID
"WE'VE GOT OUR MAN.«oLET'S NOT MAKE A FEDERAL CASE OUT OF THIS."

THE FORMER COP SAUD HE FILED OFFICIAL REPORTS OF THE INCIDENT, BUT
THAT THE REPORTS DISAPPEARED. HE SAID HIS REPORTS WERE NEVER
INVESTIGATED BY AUTHORITIES LOOKING INTO THE SHOOTING AND WERE NOT
INCLUDED IN SUBSEQUENT BOOKS WJITTEN ABOUT THE ASSASSUNATION.

SIRHAN B. SIRHAN, A JORDANIAN, WAS APPREHENDED AT THE SCENE OF THE
MURDER AND WAS CONVICTED OF SHOOTING THE SENATOR IN 1968. SIRHAN IS
PRESENTLY SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE FOR MURDER IN SAN QUENTIN -PRISON.

INVESTIGATORS ORIGINALLY SAID BALLISTIC TESTS OF THE MURDER WEAPON
WERE INSUFFICIENT. ..

SHRAGA'S STORY WAS AIRED BY THE RADIO STATION SUNDAY, ONE WEEK
AF TER FORMER REQ. ALLARD LOWENSTEIN IN NEW YORK ASKED THAT THE
INVESTIGATION BE REOPENED.

LOWENS TEIN ASKED THE LOS ANGELES DUSTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE TO

) REOPEN THE INVESTIGATION IN LIGHT OF WHAT HE SAID JVAS NEU LVIDVNCE
\ THAT A SECOND GUN HAD BLEEN FIRED IN THE SLAYING. é%l
éﬁﬁﬁ? THAT
NT ANf

THERE WAS NO NEW BALLISTICS INFORMATION IN LOWENS
THAT HE DID NOT PLAN TO REOPEN THE CASE.
UPI 12-23 07:03 AES

LOS ANGEWES DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH BUSCH REPE?%?
AN 8 1975
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ence that Sirhan ‘Sii'han'\

acted’ alone in Killing Robert
F. Kennedy is “absolutely
averwhelming,” Dist. Atty. Jo--
seph P. Busch said here. -

Speculation about a conspir-|
acy, extra bullets and a sec-
ond gun is unfounded, Busch,
said at a news: cohference yes-
terday in which he, dlsputed al-
legations made, Sunday-in New'
York by Allard K. Lowenstein,;
a former New York Democrat.|
ic congressman,: that Slrham
1id not kill Kennedy ’

“This case, is absolutely
Jverwhelmmg,” Busch said.'
“It’s not just to'a reasonable]
loubt. I couldnt think of a
stronger case.’

Sirtian is serving a life sent-|
ance-at San Quentin Prison foq
<illing ‘Kennedy on June 35,
1968, in the Ambassador Hotel
nere after the senator’s victo-
ry speech in the California
Democratic presxdentlal prl-
mary.

Lowenstein said his conclu-
sion after his- own ‘year-long:
study is that he does not be-
ieve the evidence sustains the:
‘heory that Sirhan is the mur—:
lerer of Kennedy.

Busch sajd he saw nothmg'
lew in Lbwenstein’s allega-‘
ions.

““The basic fact remains that
1 number. of eye witnesses —i
it close range — saw Slrhan
shoot Robert F. Kennedy and‘
1id not see anyone else fire al
zun in the pantry of the Am-|
Jassador Hotel,” Busch stat-|
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LOS ANGELES, Dec. 18
(UPI)—The attorney {for Si-
rhan B- Sirhan said today he
plans to fﬂc ai appeal with

the California State Stpreme
Court calling for reopening of
the Robert F. Kennedy assassi-
nation case on grounds of
“new” ballistics information.

The attorneygs Godfrey Isaac,
said he w';\(l&ﬂ)fbilﬁ a writ of er-

ror withinAhe next few weeks
‘and was hopeful it would lead
‘to a new trial for Sirhan, now
serving a lif e term for the
1968 murder of Kennedy. ;

‘the case insisted that the evi-
dence-referred to is not new
;and the basic fact remains
‘that. many persons saw Sirhan'
‘shoot Kennedy.

Isaac’s statement came after
‘a demand Sunday by formexi
Rep. Allard K. Lowenstein in;
New York that the Los Ange!

denck that a-sécond gun’ had'
been fired in the slaying. "«
|__District Attorney  Joseplij

,,,,,

However, the prosecufor in

‘. A tto, " ney for S lrhan\
T Seek New Tria, \

)
k)
Busch told a news cbnference]
today there was no flew ballis-
ties information in the state-
ment made by Lowenstein and
that he did:not intend- {o re-
open the case unless Sirhan
persuaded the courts to do so. |

“The basic fact remains that
a number of eyewitnesses —
at close range — saw Sirhan
Sirhan shoot Robert F. Ken-
nedy and did not see anyone
€lse fire a gun in the pantry

of the Ambassador Hotel on
the night of June 5, 1968
Busch said. }

Isaac said he had nefv irfor-!
mation from Herbgtt Me-
Donald, 2 New York efinditiolo-i
gist and ballistics expert, that,
{a bullet found in one of the!
1other wounded vietims came}

es district attorhey’s gffice re-|

from a different gun than the
one fired by Sir han

rjﬂ»{, E NS o c:r‘“*

g O I
Tt i s s S T

L2-55 7~ A
i3% JAI? ‘?’B”?S’;?E’
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\" "QUESTIONS BALLISTICS \ |

\/ Lowenstein Hits
Sirhan Evidence

l
f
f
lé By John M. Crewdson ;
! New York Times News Sgrvice l
| NEW YORK — Former,
[ Rep. Allard K. Lowenstein .
says that a year-long
[ examination of the evidence ’
bearing on the murder of
! Sen. Robert F. Kennedy has
' led him to conclude that Sir-,
han B. Sirhan did not:fire
i the fatal bullet.
I But Lowenstein and Paul’
. Schrade, a former Kennedy
| associate who was among,
l five persons wounded: when
! the senator was fatally shot!
June S, 1968, the night of his;
victory in fhe California;
. presidentia primary,'
| emphasmed“ that -they were
! not proposing that Sirhan
" was part of .a 'conspiracy.
| They also said they were
\ not prepared’to suggest who
|
|

might have inflicted Kenne-
dy’s fatal wounds. :

I REJECT conspiracy,
(theones until the evidence,
'1s in,‘¢ Schrade, a former
Umted Auto Workers offi-|
cidl, told a news conference
yesterday at the Statler Hil-.

{ ton hotel.
. ‘“We’re asking the ques-
. tions and we want the
; answers,” he said.
Lowenstein, fwho served /
" from 1968 to 1"/71 as a Demo- '
. cratic representatlve from
| New York, Said he based
i his conclusxon chiefly on the
i followmg points arising
from testimony at the 1969 -
' murder trial at which Sir- !
.han was convicted, and
- related evidence:

® “‘Apparent ballistic dif- '
ferences” between one bul-
let recovered from Kenne-'
dy’s. body and another:
removed from William Wei-'
sell, a television producer
who was also wounded in |
the kitchen of the Ambassa-"
dor Hotel in Los Angeles, .
that cast doubt on the offi-
cial conclusion that all the
bullets_fired that night,
came %:Than s eight-

- han is the murderer of Rob-

“® Discrepansics-between |
‘bystanders’- recollections -

that Sirhan was from 2 to 10
feet from Kennedy when the
Senator was shot and the
conclusions of Dr Thomas
T. Noguchi, the Log Angeles

' County corroner,.and De-
“wayne A. Wolfer, a police.

department cmmmologlst%
that Kennedy was shot from
a distance of one to six
inches
© Three bullet holes in the
ceiling, plus the fact that
seven bullets were recover- :
ed from Kennedy and the
five other victims, which
Lowenstein said suggested
that more than eight shots: |
were fired that night.
I do not believe on the. .
basis of the evidence in its
present state,” Lowenstein
asserted, | ‘that Sirhan Sir-

ert Kennedy. -
\ “I dont view thxs as a

A ﬂ//(,

.

& r &y

P

+ with other authorities and

* has not been discharged

- dence already compiled in

: bullets to determine the

ixkl:ihgod that both were
ir| y Sirhan. : %
Nt A

77— -

! matter of hxstoncal curios-
; ity but as a question of
Ii eénormous significance for
’ the country.”
; _He said that{Los Angeles
|

County officials, including |,

i Joseph Busch.,} the district
| attorney, had declined his
; request to reopen the Sir-

han'investigation and that |

he was prepared ‘“to meet |

appeal them to take these
steps.”

\LOWENSTEIN AND |}
Schrade called for a refir-
ing of the Sirhan gun, which

since it was test-fired by the
police following the Kenne-
dy shooting, so that new
bullets could be compared
with those taken from
Kennedy and Weisell.

They also called for a |’
panel of independent ballis-
tics experts to assess evi-

the case as well{as thé re-
sults of refiring, \and for a
radioactive examination of
the Kennedy and Weisell

T e e
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Sirhan Ewdence

|

I

A By John M. Crewdson @ Dlscrepanmes ‘between
! New York Times News Service | bystanders’:recollections
! NEW YORK — Former that Sirl ‘Fﬁ;\;as from 2to 10
IRep Allard K. Lowenstein . feet from Kennedy when the
Isays that a year-long Senator was shot and the
;examination of the evidence ¢onclusions of Dr. Thomas
.bearing on the murder of T- Noguchi, the Los Angeles
(Sen Robert F. Kennedy has County corroner, and De-
led him to conclude that Sir- wayne A. Wolfer, a police
Jgan B. Sirhan did not fire  department criminologist,

s('

‘the fatal bullet.
{But Lowenstein and FPaul
lS; hrade, a former Kenrledy;
assoclate who was am ng.
' five persons wounded when |
the senator was fatally shot
JUne S, 1968, the night of his
lv1ctory in the California
| presidential primary,
| emphasized that they were |,
' not proposing that Sirhan
. was part of a conspiracy. |
, They also said they were
' not prepared to suggest who
' might have inflicted Kenne-
' dy’s fatal wounds.

{theories un 11 the ev1dence 5
is in,‘* Schiade, a formerl'i‘

Umted Auto Workers offi-
‘cial, told a news conference .

! yesterday at the Statler Hil-

ton hotel. N v
i ““We’re asking the ques-

.tions and we want the !

'answers,"” he said.
1

. Lowenstein, who served’

i from 1968 to 1971 as a: Demo-|
!cratic representative from |

New York, said he based
his conclusmn chiefly on the

following points arising

from testimony at the 1969
i murder trial at which Sir-

than was convicted, and |

'related evidence: .

'@ “Apparent ballistic dif-.
, ferences” between one bul-
"let recovered from Kenne- .
'dy’s body and another':
' removed from William Wei-

|sell a television producer|

who was also wounded in !
the kitchen of the Ambassa- !

dor Hotel in Los Angeles,
that cast doubt on the offi- '
cial conclusion that all the ;

bullets fird that njisht!,
came'f(ﬁ: Slrha%elpl:t-l

| shot, .22-caliber revolver
(_-?\
\y N - (s ) l"
i poNtoe i
._‘.LJ o) -7’,3

that Kennedy was shot from
g dlstance of one tof srx

ch

Three bullet holes i the
cg iling, plus the fact that
seven bullets were recover-
ed from Kennedy and the
five other victims, which
Lowenstein said suggested-
that more than eight shots :
were fired that night. -

“‘I do not believe on.the
basis of the evidence in its

'present state,”’ prenstein
asserted, ‘‘that Sirhan Sir-

han is the murderer of Rob-

enormousi sxgm?,_%ce‘ for
thie C country o

He said that Los Angeles
County officials, including
Joseph Busch, the district
attorney, had declined his
'request to reopen the ‘Sir-
han investigation and that
he was prepared ‘‘to &
with-6ther authorities jand

appeal them to take ese |
steps ” . :
LGWENSTEIN AND

Schilade called for a refir-\
ing of the Sirhan gun, which
has not been discharged
_ since it was test-fired by the
" police following the Kenne—
dy shooting, so that new
bullets could be compared
with those taken from
Kennedy and Weisell.
| +They also called for a
panel of independent ballis-
tics experts to assess evi-
dence already compiled in
the case as well as the re-
! sults of refiring, and for a
' | radioactive examination of
the Ken y and Wq;sell
l bullge%l deter the
liklihood th
| fired by Sirha%% g

|
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; (UPD)=The attorney for Si- Legal Coun. ___

' rhan B- Sirhan said today he
-plans to file an appeal with

‘tHe California State Supreme
“Court ealling for regpening of
~the Robért F. Kennedy agsassi

s “new? ballistics information. -
The attorney, Godfrey Isadc,
“"said he would file a writ of er-
_ror within the next few weeks
~and was hopeful-it would lead
‘to a new trial for Sirhan, now
serving a lif e term for the
~1968 murder of Kennedy.
.- However, the prosecutor in
the'case insisted that the evi-
dence referred to is not new
and the basic fact remains
‘that many persons saw Sirhan
shoot Kennedy. -
 Isaac’s statement came after
i ‘a demand Sunday by former
‘Rep. Allard X. Lowenstein in
New York that the Lds Ange-
' les district attorney’s office re-
-open its investigation in light
., of what he said was new evi-
» dénce that a second gun had
been fired in-the slaymg
'+ Distriet  Attorney © Joseph,
. Busch told a news conference
“today there was no new ballis-!
ties information in the state-
' ment made by Lowenstein and|
that he did not intend to re-
open the case unless Sirhan
- persuaded the courts to do so.
“The basic fact remains that Z I j d
'a number of eyewitnesses —| ¥ ¢
~at close range --— saw Sirhan
¢ Sirhan shoot Robert F. Ken-
I'nédy and did not see anyone ’i 1o 21 “J(
else fire a gun in the pantry
"of the Ambassador Hotel on
the night of June §, 1968 "
i“Busch said.
Isaac said he had new infor-
" mation from . Herbert , Me-
Donald a New York criminolo-

i Aot 502

il ,f\ ﬂ
NDT nE I ﬁate
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Director Sec'y

The Washington Post __ﬁL
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Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
Le Los Angeles Times
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‘5

s
‘gist and ballistics expert,-that| ) {g‘p
a bullet found in one of the| .;] , &
[ other wounded, victims came| &1{.#‘5*"
{ from a’different gun than the| ’

Loue fired by Slrharz_“_,'__;.___?-
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D PROBER SUGGESTS
2 GUNMEN IN RFK DEATH

Full-scale reexamination - of “But ASSOCTaTE AppRIate Jus-

1 d:. R
he weapon used to assassi- tice' Lynn D. Compton urged ‘i / ,"f (

the’ public fo discount Ward’s
1ate Sen. Robert . Kennedy,,
n June 1968, is necessary to fi- “amateurist and incredible ef- (\!

; Sl fort” to raise the question of.
1ally dispel the possibility that . : o
nore than one gun was in- Kennedy’s assassin .at this

point in history.
iglsvz(;seargioup of crlmmillsts Compton said federal, state.

The two-gun thedry sr- and local officials had joined

in investigating the case,
g:ndxﬁb;gggigy f)va(;eatahxr:é “aware that there would be

persons who at some time in
/ﬁsatliggagyaltg a‘:(tgxl'l tihacnljlearmg the future would come forth to'

d second-guess our
Ward’s hearing was prompt- cntlmze”an , g;u_._\_ﬂ

y criticized as a Vsideshow actions. o
serformance” and the theory, . & / o >
ermed “incredible” by an ap- N /'/7' g /,‘ YAy,
ellate judge who was chief’ e
leputy district attorney during’

he assassination frial of Sir-
1an B. Sirhan, now serving a

ife sentence. .

The two-gun theory, ex-

’lained by criminalist Herbert|

VlacDonnell from New- York,
wwlds that the fatal bullet

odged in Kennedy’s neck was

f a recent manufacture and .

shot at a radically different
ingle than that which hit a by-,
stander.

Based on photos and exhibits

rom the trial, MacDonelh
said, “T'm sugeesting the bul-v

ete: were not fired from the
jame gun.t

Testmmny at the loosely-

tructured hearing -also in-’
dlved-allgged mishandling of

he Sirhan évidence aid the!
hstance of the gun from the:
ate senator at: the t1me he!
vasishot.

Former  county clerk W]l’
fam G. Sharp was called in - ‘. !
rom retirement in San Clem- \E‘Z"\ﬂ\ ﬂﬁ; /,\‘ \L

nte to answer charges his deq
RE(_:L'_].'.“'L: (/ Y

artment allowed the public t
ee the evidence, thus dimin-
shing the integrity of cettam
xhibits.

“Utterly silly,” Sharp re-
ponded to the charges against
im.

Ward said he would review: G
1e heii_gnc transeript andl
LmMmcs m .a week,
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LOS ANGELES (UPI) -- DESPITE OPPOSITION FROM THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

AND AN APPELLATE JUDGE, A COUNTY SUPERVISOR HAS REOPENED THE “SECOND
GUN" INVESTIGATION INTO THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN .
SIRHAN B. SIRHAN WHO KILLED SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

OPPONENTS OF THE HEARINGS BY SUPERVISOR BAXTER WARD, A FORMER
TELEVISION NEWS ANCHORMAN, ACCUSED HIM OF SEEKING PUBLICTY IN HIS
CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR.

COUNTY CORONER THOMAS T. NOGUCHI AND A NEW YORK CRIMINOLOGIST,
LEON MCDONNELL, TESTIFIED AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE HEARING
MONDAY THAT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT MORE THAN OME PISTOL WAS FIRED
WHEN KENNEDY WAS ASSASSINATED, AND THAT THE BULLET THAT ENTERED
KENNEDY'S BRAIN MAY NOT HAVE COME FROM THE PISTOL HELD BY SIRMAN.

SIRHAN IS SERVING A LIFE PRISON TERM FOR KILLING KENNEDY IN A
KITCHEN PASSAGEWAY AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL ON JUNE 5, 1968.

NOGUCHI, WHO CONDUCTED THE AUTOPSY ON KENNEDY AND REMOVED THE
DEATH BULLET FROM HIM, TESTIFIED THAT MPHYSICAL EVIDENCE® SHOWS THE

FATAL SHOT WAS FIRED AT POINT BLANK RANGE, WITH THE PISTOL MUZZLE
ONLY QVE TO THREE INCHES FROM KENNEDY'S HEAD, |

'MANY WITNESSES TO THE SHOOTING AGREE THAT SIRMAN WAS NOWHERE NEAR
THAT CLOSE, FIRING FROM SEVERAL FEET, OR YARDS, AWAY.

MCDONNELL, DIRECTOR OF THE LABORATORY OF FORENSIC SCIENCE IN NEW
YORK, TESTIFIED THAT THE BULLET REMOVED FROM KENNEDY BY NOGUCHI, AND
A BULLET REMOVED FROM A NEWSMAN WOUNDED BY SIRHAM, DLD NOT. cGME FROM

THE SAME GUN, R - R A NOT

THE OTHER BULLET WAS REMOVED FROM ABC NEWSMAN WIQBI%W‘NEISEh WHO
HAS RECOVERED, 3

MCDONNELL SAID THE BULLET REMOVED FROM KENNEDY HAD-BEEN EIRED BY A
PISTOL WITH ONLY ONE RIFLING GROOVE IN THE BARREL, (ATLE THE BULLET
THAT CAME OUT OF WEISEL SHOWED THE MARKING OF TWO GROOVES.,

FIREARMS EXPERT LOWELL BRADFORD'S TESTIMONY AGREED WITH MCDONNELL,

HE SAID THE TWO BULLETS “COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED AS COMING FROM THE

?’\ f /e
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE (’;7 é L/W ~
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THE EVIDENCE THAT ANOTHER GUN MAY HAVE KILLED KENNEDY IS NOT NEW.
IT HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PREVIOUS INQUIRIES, NONE OF WHICH MADE ANY /-
DETERNINATION THAT AFFECTED THE VERDICT AGAINST SIRKHAN. i
DISTRIC'T ATTORNEY JOSEPH BUSCH, WHO REJECTED AN INVITATION TO
APPEAR AT WARD'S HEARING, BLASTED IT AS ™RIDICULOUS.,.UNWISE AND
UNPRECEDENTED," THE EVIDE“CE YHAS BEEN FULLY INVESTIGATED AND
REJECTED™ IN THE PREVIOUS INQUIRIES, HE SAID,
ASSOCIATE JUTICE LYNN D, COMPTON OF THE STATE COURT OF APPEALS,
WHO PROSECUTED SIRHAN AS BUSCH'S CHIEF DEPUTY, ASSAILED WARD'S
EEARING AS “A SIDESHOW PERFORMANCE INVOLVING PERSONS WHOSE MOTIVES
APPEAR TO BE OTHER THAN TO SIMPLY DETERMINE THE TRUTH."
UPI 05-14 05:42 AED s
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was arrested with a smoking

f

i killed” the New York senator

M

®
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, 4 /q/of/ Conrad ﬁ‘
e Dalbey 7 )

Cleveland . .

'_fglrhan &jﬁs Hsﬁ I

C@ur? for R

= By FRED BARNES ==
)\ Star-News Stait Writer
Sirhan B. Sirhan today
asked the Supreme Court to
overturn his conviction in the
, slaying of Robert F. Kennedy, .
' saying that “physical findings ;
‘“wiil conclusively show that he |
did not fire the shots that

during the 1968 presidential
campaign ‘
* But Sirhan did not describe l‘
“the new findings. i
His attorneys said in the ap-
peal to the high court that}
they “are heading up ateam . .
of psychiatrists, criminalists, |
forensic physicians and engi- |
neering physicists, that has |
uncovered signfificant physi- |
cal evidence which points to
(Sirhan’s) non-firing of the fa-
tal bullet.” '
Sirhan, an Arab immigrant, ,
= =4

. pistol in his hand just after

ennedy was shot in Los An-
geles on June 5, 1968. A year
later, Sirhan was convicted of
murder.” The California Su-
preme Court upheld the-con-
viction last summer. - ‘

Sirhan’s two Los Angeles at-
torneys, Roger S. Hanson and ,
George R. Milman, said psy-
chiatrists “drummed into his

.mind that he was guilty, al-

though strong evidence indi-
cated’ a mental block preclud-
ing recollection of committing
the crime.”

The lawyer for Sirhan at his|
trial “was educated to believe:
that no defense, save dimin-'
ished capacity, was availa-!
ble,” the attorneys said in the :
appeal 1

They contended that the jus-

' tlces of the California Su-.
71972

© GTOTL
(6

reme. Court were reluctant

“to be on record in reversmg
the conviction of a non-
descript Arab immigrant who
was convicted of assassinating
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.” ,
. The New York senator “was
at the threshold of his pinnacle
of political achievement—the '
Democratic nomination for
president of the United States,
and with an excellent chance
- to become the nation’s chief
' executive,” Sirhan’s attorneys
said.
“In view of this,” they said,
St je ::ecogmzable that_nv,.)
| lete review strains to alter the

. laws of search and seizure to
| prescivethe convictior "
'~ After Sirhan’s arrest, police
i searched his mother’s home
' without a warrant and collect-
- ed some personal effects from
i Sirhan’s bedroom, the lawyers
[ said.
““No known law permits such
. wholesale and wide-scale
© search and seizure,” they
. said.
( Argument Disputed
i The lawyers disputed the ar-
" gument of police that an
“emergency’’ existed because
of the possibility of a conspira-
! cy to assassinate political fig-
" ures.

There was nothing to indi-
| cate that he was part of any !
conspiracy, the attorneys said,

+ and thus the police should
.have had a search warrant to
enter the home. NP

p=e—— ]

Gvf’

e s = e Y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Revers aT' s —

S _—_-;-__-ﬁ_ = Mr. Kinley

= Ponder

Soyars

{ 'i':ﬁ', f":\:*;‘;—‘)‘ Mr. Armstrong
\ 7 e 2% Ms. Herwig
(et = .

Mrs. Neenan

f

§1r_h_§2i 28, was or1gmally
! sentenced to death, Srer=ims™
i

sentence was cnanged to life »
in prison after the California '
) Supreme Court last year ruled |
| capital punishment unconstitu- ‘
| tional. !
William E. James, an assist- |
, ant California attorney gener- |
| al, said recently that Sirhan |
| will become eligible for parole
* after seven years. j
The Supreme Court is not .
| expected to announce for sev- |
| eral months whether it wﬂl}
i hear the Sirhan appeal. f
: e
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Soyars
Tele. Room
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C UPI-40 “
(SIRHAN) ("
LOS ANGELES -=AN ATTORNEY FOR SIRHAN B,_ SIRHAN APPEALED TO :

THE CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT FRIDAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR
THE ASSASSIN OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY ON SEVERAL GROUNDS, INCLUDING
A CHARGE THAT A SEARCH OF SIRHAN'S HOME WAS ILLEGAL,
: THE COURT 1’00K THE APPEAL UNDER CONSIDERATION.
~ SIRHAN, 27, A PALESTINIAN ARAB IMMIGRANT, WAS CONVICTED APRIL 17,
1565, OF THE ASSASSIHATION AND LATER SFNTFNCED TO DEATH. THE DEATH
' PNALW SUBSEQUENTLY WAS ABOLISHED IN CALIFORNIA.
! LUKE MCKISSACK, SIRHAN'S ATTORNEY, ARGUED THAT HIS DEFENDANT'S
HOME IN NEARBY PASADENA WAS SEARCHED WITHOUT A WARRANT AND NOTEBOOKS
CONFISCATED AT THAT TIME WERE SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE AT HIS

TRIAL.
ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL RONALD GEORGE REPLIED THAT THE

SEARCH WAS LEGAL INDER AN “EMERGENCY DOCTRINE, ™ WHICH DOES NOT

REQUIRE A WARRANT.
MEMBERS OF THE SEVEN~JUDGE PANEL QUESTIONED BOTH SIDES

CLOSELY ABOUT THE SEARCH ISSUE,
4=8-~-SHI157AES ' /

PSR oy
/(’ (A é /ﬂj
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A History of the Robert Kennedy
Assdssination and its Aftermath.
By Robert BlaifKaiser.
634 pp. New York: -
; E. P. Dutton & Co. $9.95. _
 Book  Cr AL/ S

: By THOMAS S.}\:S'\ZASZ
"y

1st Diel’

:“U;

! ¢
The basic facts about the assassina- ' =
| of Senator Robert F. Kennedy—such -
as the killer’s identity and weéapon,
| his behavior immediately before and .
v after the crime, and many other cir-
cumstances surrounding the murder
. —=were clearly established soon after

the tragedy. All that remained open

!
i

i to speculation was why Sirhan did it.

i Sirban himself offered an explana-

" Dr. Szasz is profeséor of psy-
[ chiatry at the State University of .
New York and author of “The Manu-
_ faCtare of Madness.” <= *_
tion. “But the story of whykhe killed

' didn’t make any sense,” writes Robert
Blair Kaiser. “This is a book that
i tries to make sense of it.” ' !
Kaiser—a freelance writer who had
« . access to Sirhan and contributed part °
. of his book earnings to his defense—
is a conscientious and competent
reporter. His book is a valuable store-
house of information, even though .
many of the events described in it
have been reported before. His effort .
to explain why Sirhan killed Kennedy
' will be judged successful or not ac-
, cording to the reader’s view of the -
+  psychiatric approach to the theory
i and therapy of criminal behavior.
' For Kaiser is a true believer in the
.. psychiatric ideology, and proud of it. -
“My reporter’s dream was complete,”
| he writes in the preface, “when Dr. -
Bernard L. Diamond, the chief psy- '
chiatrist for the defense, turned to .
me as the chief repository of knowl- '
edge about the case and began taking |
me into Sirhan’s cell with him for |
his analysis of Sirhan under hyp- !
nosis.” And Kaiser uncritically ac- !
{ cepts Draimond’s theory of the assas-

G6loEC o 1870

S
—_———

| St
I

e

“==wincii he propounded at the trial— -

-
—_
TN,
¥ \
O f ;o
e i
e

(U

I ‘.,"_-“ ._- 3 __h‘ad- ;
] sination: *. . . that erhag;,,,,_—ﬂby—l

automatic writing—‘programed '

himself exactly like a computer is

programed by its magnetic tape. .

* for the coming assassination.’” But
this sentence neither describes mor |
asserts any ascertainable fact; instead
it subtly induces the reader to regard |
Sirhan as a nonhuman object (like a i

' computer), and those who so view !

i his

!
Ly
[

—t

as compassionate students of the hu-
man mind.

him (including the reader himself) ‘
|

14
-

“facts” are constructed to fit theories.

han’s act without carefully consider-
ing the following nompsychiatric

enhance its lethality.
On May 18 he wrote in his note-
book: “R.F.K. must die.” On June 4

T T 8 A e A T R S B S i

he practiced firing his weapon at a
gun range. That night, at 12:15 AM. |

—on June 5, the first anniversary of
the numiitating Israeli deféat or the

'Arabs in 1967—he shot and kiljed

=t |
!

'
i

[

!

Kennedy. Some of the other jottings |
in his notebook are: “Long live Com- .
munism, ., . ., [ fitmly support the, |
communist cause and its people. . . . |
American capitalism wil] fall and give r
Way to the worker’s dictatorship.” ]
| These facts, together with Sirhan’s |
courtroom testimony, suggest another |
!:heory of the assassination. Accord- '
ing to it, Sirhan killed Kennedy be-
cause Sirhan was a patriotic Palestin-
lan Arab and Kennedy had "promised
to send planes to Israel. Further, Sir- .
han killed Kennedy because Sirhan !
was poor and unimportant, while
Kennedy was rich and immensely im- '
Portant. Sirhan articulated this view |
:succinctly when he said to Kaiser:
“They can gas me. But I am famous.
T achieved in a day what it took
{Kenifiety 3iF his ife to do.” -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

In soience, theories are constructed -
to fit facts; in courtroom psychiatry,

1t is absurd, therefore, to judge Sir-
facts. Sirhan is a man, not a com- !
puter. Some time early in 1968 he -

bought a gun and then purchased !
special, hollow-nosed shells for it, to .
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its” aftermath continues to be—a se-

sassination: Sirhan tried to enhance
his importance by attributing great

whereas Diamond and Kaiser (and

han’s importance by robbing his mur-
derous act of all significance.

I Diamond’s following statement is
illustrative: “He claims to be ready to

ries of confrontations between these |
two contending theories of the as-;

significance to his momentous act:

many others) tried to diminish Sir-

: die in the gas chamber for the glory -

i of the Arab people. However, T see

'g Sirhan as small and helpless, pitifully '

Vill, with a demented, psychotic rage,
| out of control of his own conscious-
[ ness and his own actions, subject to
| bizarre, dissociated trances in some
{of which he programed himself .to
1be the instrument of assassination,
"and then, in an almost accidentally

lindluced twilight state, he actually

executed the crime, knowing next to

One of the psychologists for the de-
fense supported this with the follow-
ing expert opinion; “This is not the
performance of a healthy Arab but
of a very sick, young American.”

| Sirhan, of course, never wanted
i psychiatric testimony introduced into
his trial. When he began to realize
what the “doctors” were really up to,
he begged them to leave him alone,

want any more doctors bugging him,”

gas chamber than have anyone ‘“——
around’ with his mind.”

“his” Jawyers, nor-the judge allowed
him to go unpsychiatrized and plead
guilty. (James Earl Ray was allowed
to do both.) And why not? Everyone
had his own reasons. This was Dia-
mond’s: “I've fought too long against
capital punishment. I've devoted all

gonna, lose the battle on account of
you [Sirhan].”

Russell Parsons, one of the defense
attorneys, had another reason: “Do
|we execute sick people in Galifarnia?”

nothing as to what was happening.”

to let him plead guilty. “He didn’t

relates Kaiser. “He’d rather go to the

But neither “his” psychiatrists, nor .

my life fighting against it. I'm not |

!

he=thundered in his summation. “If |

Lvire do we.

' That,
" killed, we are all guilty? That, !

are_onlv_following Hitler, who
believed in killing “the Tame,

; the halt, and the sick. This man

is sick. He doesn’t know right
from wrong.”

There was, finally, still an-
other explanation offered for
the assassination: the theory of
collective guilt and collective
madness. Arthur Schlesinger de-
clared (on June 6, but before he

‘knew that the assassin was not

an American): “What sort of
people are we, we Americans?
The answer is that we are to-
day the most frightening people
on this planet.” The Times re-
ported that “even more wide-
spread [than suspicions of con-
spiracy] were suggestions that
the shootings. . . reflected some
basic American sickness.” Time
magazine phrased it this way:,

“Many saw the unleashing of a

dark latent psychosis in the na-
tional character.”

Is this, then, what our psy-
chiatric theorizing comes to: -
because Kennedy was

because Sirhan killed him, we
are all mad? And that, if we '
execute the killer, we are all
Nazis? ) /

1 think it’s time to go back to ,
first principles. “Man does not .
live by bread alone,” said Jesus.
Because he has a soul as well
as a body, man must have
spiritual as well as bodily
sustenance. Hence it is that man
has an insatiable appetite for
meaning and .significance. Peo-,
ple will thus often believe, and ‘
sometimes do, anything—no,

* matter how absurd or abhorrent ,

—so long as the belief or act
renders them and their lives!

"more interesting-and more im-

portant, - e i

- [ - -
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7 TOne of the tragic_features or
our-ape 15 ‘that it 1§ a ume of
'rising expectations and declin-
ling opportunities. Killing a
' prominent person is one of the
.few remaining ways for life’s
extras to become stars, if only
'for a night! Being then sen-
, tenced to death for it guaran-
‘tees a succés de scandadle.
I Abolishing this penalty would
' thus make crime, especially po-
litical crime, somewhat less
' glamorous. It would also hqlp us
" avoid the kind of bargain Sirhan
' has forced upon us by his will-
'ingness to trade his life for
Kennedy’s: We are damned if

we accept his offer and execute

. him; but if we reject it and

don’t execute him, we are

damned a thousandfold more. B ~
L -~ b

—— T
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‘Specter

of Dallas Haunted

LAPD in Sirhan Case

T BY ROBERT KIRSCH

— S

~_ T The entire Los Angeles Police De-

i

Camprertomd

'® At 45 minutes past midnight, Jun&S5~F%rtment shared - that beliefaml a
. 1968, in the Rampart Division of the gense that history would judge their

- Los Angeles Police Department, Sgt.
''William C. Jordan sat facing a slight,
dark-haired young man who had just
been brought into the station as the
suspect in the shooting of Sen. Robert
' F. Kennedy.

The news of the tragic event was
| already being broadcast to the world.
Stunned and disbelieving, men and
i women heard that -life was ebbing-
| away in the young mal},_}iz-hose brother,
| the President of the United States, had
. been glain a few years before by an
| assassination. In a moment.of electoral
" triumph, Robert Kemmedy was struck
' down, the man who, after hearing of
| the assasginafion-of Dr. Magtin ‘Luther
! Ringhad giiofed Aeschylus: § )

' sleep, pain which cannot forget falls

(efforts to deal with the.investigation
{fairly, efficiently and justly..In SPECI-
'AT, UNIT SENATOR: The Investiga- |
|tion of the Assassination of Sen. Robert
[ F. Kennedy (Random House: $6.95),
‘Robert A, Houghton, chief of detec-
‘tives, LAPD, with the assistance of
‘Theodore Taylor, has written a taut
and complete -account of the "longest,
largest and most expensive criminal
investigation ever undertaken by ‘the
department, possibly the most
extensive investigation-ever conducted
by any local law enforcement agency."
The memory of Dallags- and its
aftermath  clearly conditioned that
investigation, which Houghton called
at the time of the organization of the
special unit, a "supreme test of our

" drop By dron upow our heart until, in

cour owhidespair,. against our will,
comes wisdomthrough the awful grace
of God.* .

Uppermost in Sgt. Jordan's mind
"was the determination to see to it that
the 1963 Dallas record, compounded by
jocal ineptitude and shameful bun-
gling, would not be replayed in Los
Angeles in 1968, The specter of Jack
Ruby, even more ominous than the
memory of Lee Harvey Oswald, haunt-
pdeatliae, Rampart police station _this

sultry summer night."

‘\rate

judicial processes." That effort pro-
duced a 10-volume investigation sum-
mary, represented nearly 5,000 sepa-
interviews-“and interrogations,
‘more than 50,000 pages of documenta-
[tion ‘and material evidence, 1,700
'photographs, 190 reels of tape and 20
Ireels of 16 mm. film. :

i From the adrenal moments of that
%night in tfhg 1::&mbassz,ldor, to the
conviction of Sirhan Bishara Sirha

} 8,_.%3 k——-ean—;foll

thETEIme, several score of men in the

[—- —

1
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LAPD worked patiently, tuelessly on
the case. Other law enforcement agen-
cies cooperated. The purposé was not
solely to build the prosecution .case
against Sirhan, but to determine(and

here the memories of Dallas and its

aftermath were crucial) whether Sir-
han was- part of a conspiracy.

To Capt. Hugh Brown, commander of
the Homicide Division who was as-
signed to head the task force, Hough-
ton made it clear that if there were in.
face, a "great -conspiracy” that linked
the murder of Robert Kennedy to that
of John Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr,,
veiled before” another national leader
fell victim," -and that it was "irpera-
tive that we track every lead, every
suspicion of possible comphc1ty or
conspiracy, -no matter how tenuous or
hollow it might sound."

He told Brown emphatlcally that he
wanted "this investigation to stand up-
to whatever scmtlny, as much fine--

comb study as it's going to"get.*
Houghton was expressing what other
officers knew and turned out to be the

toughest part of the SUS investigation..

Lt. Charles Hughes, head of Rampart
Detectives, who had initial charge of
the case, had briefed Houghton, called
back from a Yosemite vacatlon T don't
expect we'll have much trouble prov-
ing whao did the killing—it's finding out
why he shot the senator and whether

"it had better be un- ’

there was more than one man remon
sible." ———

THere was no deflc1ency of leads

‘suggesting <‘:onsp1racy, from the report

of the girl in the polka dot dress who'
was supposed to have run from the
scene shouting "We killed him," to the
rumor that an announcement of the
senator's death was heard on the radio
a month before it happened, every sort
of wild report came pouring in, from
freelance writers and seers, far right
wingers and citizens who had claimed
to overhear the "plotters" in conversa-
tion. .
Each one of these was investigated

- and re-investigated, patiently and te-

diously, by the members of the unit.
Stories were checked by lie detector
tests and identification procedures. At
the scene of the crime were several
thousand people; a time and movement
pattern had to be established. Sirhan's
background had, to be carefully
checked. And the entire investigation
had to be conducted scrupulously

within the requirements of new deci- -

sions on search and seizure and the
interrogation of suspects. No evidence
of a conspiracy stood the test of the
investigation.

Yet, this book is not simply an
account of a celebrated case. From it
emerges a senge of the magnitude and

depth of problems encountered in
police work. It is true that
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piakasrad many techniques in this é,gs'&_lri@,ﬁthe false leads came from people who |

and a police manual based on these' had imconsciously embellisied their
lessons is in preparation. stories through repetition for reporters |

- Nor is it an effort at vindicating the and then stuck to them because of
LAPD's handling of the case, If thig embarrassment at contradicting them- !
book is written with professional pride, ! selves; others alleged they had seen
it is also written with a measure of @lf. -stRings which they later admitted they
criticism. Each of the - supervising” - ouly heard), the failure to rope off the |
officers of SUS wrote a critique ofSthes -pintry area (some kitchen employes |
entire investigation. All recognized { -Wéig mopping up bloodstains befora |
that much of the painstaking labor¥nf ,;_1%5‘5 experts could examine them), |
SUS could have beén saved had‘.’%ﬁf&-‘gﬂj“ﬂequate witness identification. _
LFapoughton agrees with these criti- |
Jfis but concludes that considering

existence to be activated immediataly’. -
Such experts as SUS's Lt. Manu#l §PEEY circumstances, "the department
Pena, author of a text on ‘crim¥asl ¢ gionded well in those first hectic,
investigation, a teacher of pblicéi‘i"onf’ﬁsing hours.” ,
science at Cal State L._A., ant_i Lt. Roy ‘Without employing Dragnet style,
Keene, made some telling points about 1 Houghton and Taylor make the officers
thg=meed, to separate witngsseseetp | and witnesses come alive, re-create the
interview them before newsmen (many ' setting-and the mood of emotion and
- T T grief. "Most impressive is the human
+ component. The common, stereotypes |’
v so popular now are demolished here.
The investigators display qualities of
« concern, curiosity, sympathy, pride
j and realism. -
! When Houghton asked one officer
| about Mayor Sam Yorty's public state-
i ment” that Sirhan had Communigt
connections, the man replies: '
“lI was at Rampart when the mayor
and Commissioner McGaughey cawme
in. I talked to them for a few minutes |
and then got busy on something elsé.
Next thing I know, Yorty and the'
! ‘commissioner were reading Sirhan's
notebook. Hell, I'm not going to tell the
mayor of this city and a police
;lcommissioner what to do. Besides, one
i

i
fs
]
i
|

'is an attorney, and the other an ex-FBI

man. They know the rules of evidence
v as well as T do.” e a
i What is certain is that the SUS makes
i it clear that there was no shred of
1} evidence suggestingd a couspiracy.
'I'ng account stands as a moseleetuifs
’\ kind, honest, evocative and compelling:
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.1 After the death of RobertJ
Ijgmegy, the Los Angeles
Police Department under-.
took, the publisher of this
book tells us, “the most ex-)
tensive search for truth ever|
launched by a local law en-;
forcement agency.”

More than 40 men were
assigned the task of deter—
mining whether Sirhan Sir-i
han acted alone in the assas- |
sination or was part of a po-!
litical or criminal conspir-
jacy.  They interviewed,,
lnearly 5,000 people over a!
{period of about 13 months, |
‘checked out mnumerable,

pot ~tales, They .recon-.
{structed the course of Sir-
;han’s life in the United,
'States, traced his political|
evolution, _talked to his:
Ifriends, schoolteachers, rela-|°
itives and coworkers. They!
collected a small mountam'
.0of photographs, tape record-
lings, films and 50,000 pages‘
|°f written reports. It was ex-
ipensive, tedious and fruit-
[less work; no c,onspiracy\
|was discovered, and all that,
was learned of Sirhan was al
cliche: He was an unhappy
land possibly demented little
'man.

| The Stor §7‘ of {RATTruStrat-|

|1ng mvestlgatlon is the ma-

\ferraissot this shght Book,
‘Special Unit Senator,” by
‘Robert A. Houghton, chief
iof detectives of the Los An-
‘geles Police Department.
(His collaborator, Theodore
Taylor, is a former sports
writer and police reporter,
They tell us nothing of
significance that is not al-
ready known about a terri-
ble event. If their_ bogk.pas
{ETTT, 118 51mp1y y as an anti-

dote - to. any rem %on ﬂ
spiratorial speculations over
Sirhan’s motives. They dem-
onstrate adequately for
fair-minded men that Sirhan
was not an agent of the Min-
utemen, of the Communist
Party,. oir el Fatha or of any
other group. He had no ac-
complices and no coherent
plan of action.

After six months of work,

Hoyghton _ wrote _in__ his
diary: "There is sl 1o ev1-J

E:/‘ Fw_ %‘7@

Al —--

““)Reve@lmg a Cl_l(f

Robert A. Houghton‘wit;h Theodore Taylor

SPECIAL UNIT SENATOR **——*-—-ﬁ

The Investigation of the Assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

(Random House, 305 pp., $6.95)

N

Reviewed by. Richard Harwood

The reviewer is a columnist and writer ‘on the national

staff of The Washington. Post.
) !
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’dence of conspiracy. and at’
thls moment I am convinced

that Sirhan is more politi--
_cally oriented then he would
appear to -be for his age;’
that he did, in fact, kill Ken-
.nedy because of the Israel-
\Arab situation, and that he’
.probably has some kind of
martyr complex,” Neither:'
the subsequent "months of
investigation nor Sirhan’s:
trial changed that conclu-
ision.

« Houghton now regards the
'case as “a supreme test of'
rour judicial processes. If the.
accused, an alien, could
commit such a crime, on in.!
volving an. international po-
litical figure and a candi-!
date for the Presidency of
the United States, and then'
receive a fair and unbiased
investigation, and beyond
.that receive a fair and un-
'biased’ trial, then we could"
'‘believe that our judicial
processes were the right
ones and could protect all of-
us.”

The investigative and ju-
'dicial processes did produce
.a fair outcome in the Sirhan
case What is needed are
‘other processes, human and,

social, to keep our best men,
n‘?m—"rr%m. ——

—— e em —— e

| ‘If_their book has any merit, it is
fo 1 . —=t
isimply as an antidote to any remain-

llng conspiratorial speculatlons over|

l e=—e_» Sirhan’s motlves.

e — e e
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) SIRHAN 6/23 WA e A
fq WASHINGTON (UPI) --THE GOVERNMENT ASKED THE BOARD OF IMMIGRATION i

APPEALS MONDAY TO DISREGARD CALIFORNIA COURT RULINGS AND PROCEED
WITH THE DEPORTATION OF MUNIR BISHARA SIRHAN, BROTHER OF SEN.
ROBERT F, KENNEDY'S CONVICTED ASSASSIN. : )

SIRHAN, A NATIVE OF PALESTINE AND CITIZEN OF JORDAN, RAN AFOUL
OF IMMIGRATION LAWS IN 1966 WHEN HE WAS CONVICTED IN Lds ANGELES
COUNTY OF POSSESSING MARIJUANA AND SENTENCED TO A YEAR IN JAIL
CONCURRENT WITH FIVE YEARS PROBATION,

"HE LOST THE RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS GRANTED UPON HIS IMMIGRATION IN
1957 AND WAS ORDERED DEPORTED UNDER FEDERAL STATUTES DEALING WITH
CONVICTION ON A NARCOTICS VIOLATION, [ .

THE DEPORTATION ORDER CAME JUST A MONTH AFTER SIRHAN B. SIRH/
WAS CHARGED WITH THE MURDER OF KENNEDY JUNE &6, 1967,

SUBSEQUENTLY THE CALIFORNIA COURT VACATED THE MARIJUANA CONVICTION
' OF THE YOUNGER SIRHAN AND REMANDED THE CASE TO JUVENILE COURT, NOTING
ggéanggE\DEFENDANT WAS OVER 18 BUT NOT YET 21 WHEN THE ALLEGED OFFENSE

" ARGUING FOR THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE (INS)

MONDAY, ATTORNEY ROBERT A, VIELHABER TOLD THE IMMIGRATION APPEALS
BOARD IT DID NOT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHAT THE STATE DID AFTER THE }

Ahrsoan

CONVICTION, ALL THAT WAS NECESSARY FOR DEPORTATION WAS THAT "THERE
115 A" RECORD OF CONVICTION,® HE SAID. ,
HE ALSO SAID THAT IN THE OPINION OF THE INS AND AT LEAST ONE
CALIFORNIA STATE'S ATTORNEY IN. THE CASE, THE LOS ANGELES COURT DID
NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO VACATE THE CONVICTIOoN, - .
MAURICE A. ROBERTS, CHAIRMAN OF THE FOUR-MAN BOARD, EXPRESSED
DOUBT THAT THE BOARD LOULD QUESTION A COURT'S JUDGMENT OR HAD THE
AUTHORITY TO IGNORE SUCH A JUDGMENT EVEN IF IT WAS DEMONSTRABLY
QUESTIONABLE . | ,
“wI FIND IT HARD TO THINK THAT WE HAVE THAT POWER,” HE SAID.
| _'BOARD MEMBER THOMAS J, GRIFFIN EXPRESSED SIMILAR noubrsé
commznrxugs -ng ggngrrknggug%vg WE PIOUSLY STATED THAT WE CANNOT
GO AGAINST THE ORD . . .
VIELHABER REPLIED THAT VACATING OF THE CONVICTION WAS A
DELIBERATE ATTEMPT BY THE COURT TO COUNTER THE DEPORTATION PROCEEDINGS.
“WE ARE NOT TAMPERING WITH THE STATE COURT JUDGMENT,"® HE SAID.
"THAT COURT IS.TAMPERING WITH THE DEPORTATION PROCESS,
SIRHAN AND HIS COUNSEL DECLINED TO ARGUE THE CASE IN PERSONE
| LETTING IT STAND ON THE RECORD EXCEPT FOR AN ANTICIPATED WRITTEN REPLY
TO THE GOVERNMENT'S ORAL ARGUMENT. u . 2 5571
\ THE BOARD TOOX THE CASE UNDER ADVISEMENT§WWITH A_DERISITNS]
_ RENDEREbpégTER SIRHAN'S LAWYER FILES THE ANSWERING BBERk'sq 1969
;. DP10
O IV 4 =1989 — - i GTON CABITAL NEWS SERVICE i rr e
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Years ago we covered the lurid
“White Flame” murder trial for a
Los Angeles paper, a typical
Southern California crime of pas-,
sion, a-sob sister’s delight. Com-'
pared to the screaming headlines
of a ‘“Black Dahlia” or a “Dr.
Finch Murder Case,” the trial of
the assassin of Bobby Kennedy
was reported with second-section]
medesty. For us the trial of Sar-‘
han Sirhan was an eerie one to
cover because it was the first (and
| we pray the last) time we were {o,
| attend a frial for murder we had
*| Witnessea—vem=sur own eyes. '

The security check of those privi-!
leged few permitted to move!
through the protective barrier and
enter the courtroom is the mostI
thorough body-search we have ever'
exeprienced. First you remove ev-
erything from your pockets, every
pen, pencil, slip of paper, coins,
paper clips. Then you lean forward|
on a table while young officers feel:
you carefully from neck to shoe-'
lace. (Lady reporters say they even
thave to remove their shoes, nor are'
bras sacrosanct to the distaff fuzz. ):

After the body search an elec-'
tronic gadget is run slowly along
every inch of you to make scientifi-,
cally certain that you are not,

0

learrying any concelaed weapon; no! -

.tmy revolver, no pocket knife, not:
even a pin can endanger the !
precious life of the young man who i
robbed us of Robert F. Kennedy: At
one point in my search the elec-
tronic device began to scream and
two penmes were detected, forgot-:
Iten in a small inside flap within a
llarger side pocket.

Not even a newspaper is adm1551- l
ble. The jury is not to be exposed to
Ithe daily press. Although how one’
could break through the barrier of |
. {bailiffs and plainclothesmen be-
' |tween the press section and the'
jury box is @ problem for the Hou-!
dinis. Perhaps they fear we mayu
roll our newspapers into clubs or
spears and turn the decorous triall
-1into the chaos of Dallas.

After one runs the gamut of state
troopers and Hall of Justice secum-
ty officers, the courtroom itself i is!
rather an anti-climax. It is smaller,

for instance, than the courtroom inj
L]}Sveﬁ:yfﬁills where my \%%e wen'fj

0 JUN171969

Tolson _éé
’ DeLd@h A’—/_/
~ Mohr — A ;

g Bishop_ﬁg:_%&_—/__

e_Ve als su—

_ , Conrad
Y e S F‘elt§_’.—_
Moy Gale; s

/
M/f Ro s(en/i_‘/—_
: i Sulhvan -
STt driving 35 missErhour. -~ ==y Tavel

in a 25-mile zone. It is similar in 1 Trotter —

size to the courtroom where we | r Tele. Room
assisted one of our young Watts H 1 ,/
writers charged with interfering, =D oimes L"/
with the arrest of an alleged traffic "Gan leq : '.L,' e

offender With its nine rows of
seats for 65 spectators, this seems
an ordinary courtroom for a routine:
trial; certainly not the scene of
]udgment for a crime that has
‘shaken the world and has deprived /
‘us, of dur most promising presiden-
tlal candidate. .
= . .

The Adversaries -

* On the right sits Buck Compton,

i captain of the prosecution team, an
lex-football star, a hero both in the
'Rose Bowl wand at the Battle of the-
'Bulge. Buck'is a ruddy-faced rock
of a man with a Spencer Tracy,
stoop, in fact with a Spencer Tracy'
no-nonsense All-American direct-
ness; he is flanked by David Fitts,

‘a sophlstlcated man who some-
times uses phrases and words his'
iwitnesses do mot understand, and
by John Howard, barrel-chested
iand, like Compton, swggestmg . .
'lsqu‘are and solid rather than cube’ The Washington Daily News

and complex. The Evening Star (Washington)

' In the opposite corner we find one {/ The Sunday Star (Washmgton)c

1

of those superstars that crimina Daily News (New York)
llaw" enjoys—Southern Cal’s answer Y
'to Melvin Belli, Percy’ Foreman ' Sunday News (New York)
‘and Lee Balley-—Grant Cooper. New York Post
‘While the prosecution goes about 1ts :
bllfsmess with a kind of stolid semi- The New York. Times
thoroughness, Grant Cooper gives a The Sun (Baltimore)
prlze-wmmng perfmmance some- The Daily World
how managing to superimpose Cary
{Grant or’Gary Cooper. Stylish, The New Leader
furbare, ;disingenucus, sometimes ‘\ The Wall Street Journal
lgrmmng at his own cleverness, The National Observer
lGrant Cooper creates an impres-: People’s World
Examiner (Washington)

/,

The Washington Post
Times Herald

HEAL 7"
9_4(

’65?

'sion of being in complete command.
lof- these-iproceedings, like a circus)
‘master dancing with theatrical ele-,
gancesfrom ring to ring. A dapper
scene-stealing leading man is.
‘Grant ‘Cooper with a star perform-
er ’s love of limelight,
y ' +During court recesses, rather
'than take the 15 or 20 minutes to’
gatch his breath or confer quietly
with colleagues as do his less flam- .
boyant opponents, Grant Cooper en- g
joys  throwing himself into the '
Whlrlpool questioning of the press'
- milling in the corridor outside the |
: fourtroom. Over: shadowed but very

JUN 8 1959
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Zosz—periman, who flew _out f
'New York to join fom_%%ﬁ
‘Cooper, and a potent team they'
.make. .

{ Berman, with the beak and com-
‘p!exmn of an angry, featherless.
'bird of prey, is Jewish and under-
standably touchy about attaching'
shimself o a case so inextricably
'bound fo the Arab cause. There was
one entire morning devoted to testi-
mony from Palestinian Arabs de-
scribing  their forcible removal
from their homes in Jerusalem,
suggesting how the displacement

‘and maltreatment eould poison and
cripple the personality of a sensi-

- tive child like Sirhan Sirhan. And'
'S5 himself had taken the stand to
Irender what amounted to a detailed
lecture on the birth of Zionism and
,the complex diplomacy of the Mid-'
vdle East that led to the emergence
*of Israel. “Boy, am I going to catch,
hell in New York today!” ‘Zook’
,Berman said to a small group of'
.reporters at the noon recess.

Then why did Emile Zola Berman
take this case? For the same rea-
son that he defended eritical civil
rights cases in Dixie, his champi-
;ons insist. Because unpopular cases
and causes must be defended as'

| 1spiritedly as popular ones. In this

‘case, “Zook’ Berman would explain,
‘there is an added incentive: Cali-
fornia has a new deferise for mur-
'der more sophisticated than that
of any other state — Diminished
Capacity. Or you might call it Di-
‘minished Responsibility. '
In California you do not have to
be legally insane to plead not guilty.
because of incapacity to premedi-
tate or maturely reflect on the con-
templated act. You may know the
(difference between right and wrong
and still )r_according to recent devel-
Uprzents”in_California lawihesa="

gering 1vom delusion, ob§ession; al-
.coholism and other processes of
mind over matter that diminish
'your capacity to make a mature
.reflection in advance of your
crime. Thereforé, you are not.
,totally accountable for your, aets.
What Diminished Capacity really
adds up to is an effort to mitigate if'
not eliminate Capital Punishment.
«Capital Punishment is on the ropes
An California. It may be supported
by a thin majority, but even a
“Law and Order” governor like'
‘Reagan isn’t rushing any of the 85,
(inmates on ‘“Death Row”’ to the gas
‘chamber. If voters hesitate to take
the final, inevitable plunge and do
away with execution, Diminished
Capacity seems a humane compro-
mise. And so it may be argued that
‘Zook’ Berman has come to the aid,
of Sirhan Sirhan in the finest tradi-
‘tion of the law, to defend the de-
spised and to test a novel legal

rctfTeept orsuman frailty. estec—

s

e

[

Of _eourse, cynics” will tell vou
tifat Cooper and Bermarﬁﬁ—ﬁt%o
much Galahads of jurisprudence as
they are unabashed publicity seeks
ers and, in the mold of Belli, Fore-
man and Bailey, not above turning
that sow’s ear of publicity intoan
eventual silk purse. While the en-
tire defense staff asserts it is work-
ing without pay, individual mem-
bers are candid enough to admit
they expect later to reap the har-
vest they are now .sowing with the
gratuitous services. Indeed a maga-
zine writer was added to the de-
fense staff for the sole purpose of
permitting him exclusive inter-
views with Sirhan in his cell, a re-
lationship that raised a whole row
of eyebrows in the press room. '

If he is a legitimate member of

the press, colleagues argued, should
he be allowed to publish his in-
terview, predictably sympathetic
one, in a national magazine while
the trial is in progress? Can he
serve two masters, the defense and
'the public press? Was Judge Her-
bert V. Walker within his rights to
grant an ‘‘exclusive” to any single
writer? Said one established crime
reporter with a touch of malice:
“This is Judge Walker’s last case
before he retires. Did you see that
fyll_page picture of bim jn Life?

Peanla-wky can'’t tell ofe"Sapreme
Court Justice from another can de-
scribe Judge Walker. All that pub-
licity, man! The human soul seems
to crave it like pregnant women
crave pickles.”

On the credit -side Judge Walker
showed a firm hand when lawyers
for the defense and -prosecufion
seemed on the verge of makinga
deal with each other—plea bargain-
ing, it’s called. Let the defendant
plead guilty in return for a reduced
sentence, as in the abortive first
trial of James Earl Ray. There was
talk that the Administration would
like to see the Sirhan ftrial fore-

_ shortened to avoid the political im-

plications of the case in a period of ,
Middle Eastern hypertensions.

1t was Judge Walker’s decision
that the trial must be played to the
last card, that in a case of this
magnitude the public has a right to
know everything there is to learn
about a deed as injurious to the:
'nation’s health as was Macbeth’s
undoing of Duncan. Said a local,
judge, “‘off the record” at dinner
the other evening, “It was absolute-
ly incredible that the district attor-!
ney’s office would consider even for |
a day a deal that would have,
turned the Sirhan case into the kind «
‘of travesty of justice Judge Battle'
permitted, even made himself a
! G:—';\I

‘party o, m Memphis.” |
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,—l Zeesmsa—nn insult to thehicterigs])
Istature of Martin Luther King that
Judge Battle, Percy Foreman and|
the Memphis District Attorney'
were able to make a deal depriving
the country of the knowledge it hun-:
gers for. Conspiracy more foul than
the elaborate mechanisms of
Shakespeare hangs over that
cold-blooded shooting in Memphis;
Who sromypted the act? Vi,”:e_—;,ﬂ,wae

= o i ]
rifle in Ray’s hands? Wb Helped:
him escape? Who hid him and
staked him? Who are the members!
of the underground airline that
passed him across the Atlantic and
through Europe until he was appre-
hended by Scotland Yard on the
very day Sirhan was identified, as
if life was suggesting that the two
unspeakable crimes were inexirica-
bly bound together? How are we to
cope with “the politics of assassina-
tion” if we must be forever con-
founded by Dallas-type authorities,l

.red-neck juries that condone racist:

murder, and the injudicous Judge,
Battles of our land? I

If thése questions sound negative,
and if we seem to have strayed,
from our eye-witness account of the;
Kennedy assassination and the triali
that followed, bear with us as we;
reason our way toward some posi-
tive if revolutionary suggestions on'[
how to close in on the infectious.

' disease of political murder.

In contrast to that one-day won-i
der in Memphis, the Sirhan trial,
consumed more than three months.

'This was hardly a race to judg-

ment. Millions of words and almost
100 withesses. Sometimes report-
eres dozed, along with the judge;
and news readers grew weary. Un-
less there was a dramatic explo-
sion, as when the hot-tempered Sir-
han fired his attorneys because
'they were introducing evidence re-
flecting on his intelligence and
-emotional instability (The old Di:
.mminished Capacity Trick, Maxwell
“Get” Smart would call it), the
Sirhan case disappeared into the
back pages. Meanwhile, we heard
mounting puzzlement and frustra
tion about this trial. When you told]
your friends you had spent the day
in that barricaded courtreom, the
most frequent response was, “Isn’t
it a farce? After all, he admits he
did it! Why should it take so 1ong|'
tO’—‘—” i
| At issue was whether Sirhan was
to be punished as a seli-propelled
|martyr to the Arab cause or wheth!
er he was to be treated more Ieni!
ently as a young man so emotional
ly disturbed, so mentally crippled
as to have been incapable of pre

1 meditation.

" _Thus it becomes a clasgietLagj
- - 1



real or Objective Law Vs.&aorecitre
dﬁf_%szdfg%atric Law. To the prose-|
cution the case could not have been
more simple. The defendant writes;
in his notebook that Kennedy mustl
die. He writes that he will be the
author of the crime. He records his,
conviction that the assassination of;
President Kennedy marked the be-
| ginning of the decline of the United:
States and that taking the life of his'
'brother will speed that process,
looking toward the day when com-
‘munism or a cleansing anarchy will,
bring Utopia.

_ He buys a gun. He practices with
it until he becomes. expert. Even
| the chronology of the act is predict-’

Ilive beyond June 5. Two nights be-
|the Ambassador Hotel. He is seen

,extent of Kennedy’s security. He
‘checks .out the places where Kenne-

iafter a full day at the pistol range,
thides himself in the pantry, takes

the Mexican kitchen help, and just
ias he has .promised, both verbally
‘and on paper — shoots the unpro-
lltected candidate at point-blank’
range. Had he not said, in this very
courtroom, in a moment of candor
ibrought on by rage at his lawyer’s
istrategy, “I killed Robert F. Ken--
nedy with premeditation . ..”? Un-
der cross-examination Sirhan testi-
'fied that he would fight for the:
' {Arab cause. And that he would be.
willing to die for that cause. Now,'
could anything be simpler? If this
| lis mot premeditated murder,' what
in God’s name is? '

But to the ingenious defense, the
|same set of facts, turned in a dif-'
ferent angle toward the light, could
'not be more complex. The interpre-
tation of Diminished Capacity be-
igins to turn the courtroom into a.
college classroom in criminal psy-
Ichology. And what a.field day it is
ifor those forensic psychiatrists,
'hypnoanalysts, and roving psychol-

ogists.

The air becomes heavy with
Freudianism and neo-Freudianism
as a parade of head-shrinkers
march to the witness stand to ex-
Iplain that Sirhan is a schizophrenic:
paranoid and therefore unable to,
premeditate a crime, that he suf-!
fers from alienation, despondency,
delusions of grandeur, fear and’
hatred of an absent father, resent-
ment of a domineering mother. ..
and the reason he remembers noth- |
ing of the crime he committed is
that he was suffering from “‘retro-
grade amnesia.”

o

- l

red in the notebeok: RFK must not,
|fore the end he stalks Kennedy at'

there, questioning people as to the'

¢ «dy will pass. On the fourth of June, ,
‘he returns to the Ambassador)

on “protective coloration” among:

o= s e o2

e ,
| ‘Wrapped in Spell -
| So day and night contend in the!
| courtroom. To All-American Buck
'Compton it’s clear as daylight. Surel'
the kid may have been lonely, un:
‘happy, frustrated, a born loser,
«purned up” at Kennedy for siding
.with Israel. But he knew exactly
i what he was doing when he pumped
-those extra-velocity bullets into Bob-
by Kennedy. Cooper and Berman,
ion the other hand, wrap Sirhan in,
'the folds of mysterious might, of'
dementia, supernatural trances, bi-
“garre disassociations and self-’
hypnosis. Coaches Cooper and Ber-
‘man fielded their psychiatrists like
a high-powered football team with
'‘Dr. Bernard Diamond playing Joe
Namath, throwing the long one for
what the coaches hope will be a’
mental TD: The pattern of Sirhan’s
life “programmed” him, exactly as
a computer is programmed, to
_commit the assassination without
his being consciously aware of what
he was ‘doing. And Doc Diamond
‘went on to describe the flashbulbs
and the mirrors and the Tom Col-
ins’s at the Ambassador Hotel that
sent Sirhan into the kind of trance
“he sometimes induced in his own
-room, in the spell of the mystic.
‘muses.
The prosecution’s team of psychi-
-atrists-psychologists was captained
by Dr.-Seymour Pollack, as emi-
nent in the field as Dr. Diamond. If
this was the Superbow! of forensic
psychiatry, Dr. Pollack seemed to
be playing Earl Morrall’s quarter-
‘back role against Diamond-
. Namath. He did not pass on first
down. His psychiatry was noless.
learned than Diamond’s- but more,
conventional. '

" “Sick but Sane’

Yes, Sirhan had paranoid tenden-
cies, as well asschizophrenic. But
he was legally. sane when he fired
pullets into Kennedy, he was dis-
turbed but capable of premedita-
tion, he was neither in a hypnotic
,trance nor a drunken stupor when
he squeezed the trigger. Emotional--

i

'} ly unstable, yes. But he knew ex-

actly what he was doing.

For three days of the kind of
cross-examination Grant Cooper
excels in, he pushed Dr. Pollack all!
over the field but he was never,
,quite able to bring him down be-;
‘hind his own goal line. Cooper'did!
I his brilliant best to outwit him and’
.Sirhan lost his temper and jumped|
(to his feet to call him dirty names, |
1 But Dr. Pollack clung to his convie-
Tton- that Sirhan_was “SICK DU,
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’p'ortant than being unanimous,”’ is
!'the way he put his refysal fo go
,along with Dr. Diamond and other

members of the Diminished Re-

~same D A8eing honest is, mote i I

“ sponsibility Club. |

Whether you buy Diamond’s in-,

' terpretation or reject it (having ob-|

served Sirhan® at the time of the!
shooting, for almost half an hour!
. afterward and for many days on,
‘the witness stand and at the de-|
'fense table, we believe with Dr.,
Pollack that he is lying)—there is|
'no doubt that- this young man de-
'serves a long, hard, reflective look
.as the prototype of a political as- |
sassin, To say that he was ‘“pro-
grammed like a computer to com—’
mit the assassination” is merely a |
new-fangled way of suggesting that ;
Sichanle—dife pattern (Eondltmngd!

. hireteserpetrate Magnicigewineh

'Dr. Frederic Wertham, an expert
,on violence, defines as ‘“‘the killing
1of someone big.” f

To commit magnicide is to leap
'from - obscurity as John Wilkes
Booth leapt from the theater box of
the murdered Linecoln onto the
'stage of history, as Lee Harvey
‘Oswald forever linked his name to,
John F. Kenr®Gys, as Sirhan Sir-|
han ‘has accomplished through Bob.!
'"While Booth was a prominent actor
‘he was completely overshadowed|
by his brother, Edwin, the greatest|
' American Hamlet of the century.

' A hrooding sense of failure shad-
jows_the political assassin, a sense
‘of ‘personal inadequacy he fights
|against with intellectual preten-
sions and a will to do something
pivotal and great. Yes, I may ap-
.pear to be a failure, Wilkes Harvey|
Sirhan cries out, but actually I am|
superior to you, I know what is
-wrong with the world and how to
'right it. Take a neurosthenic who
feels unable to cope with the world,
give him' a social cause, better yet
‘a lost or losing cause, to identifyi
‘with, let him indulge grandiose;
dreams of changing the course of;
events with a single act and you
'have the little man who today casts|
1such a long shadow on our land. .
|
[

Raskolnikoy

I

i Look at the pale, tense, under—‘I
| sized, darting-eyed, quick-|
| tempered, sometimes cocky, some-‘
l’cimes morose, sometimes smirking
Sirhan at his trial, watch him chew|
‘at his nails, bite at his thumb, sip
water nervously and almost con-
| stantly from a paper cup, scan the|
' crowd with his defiant, restless, in—l'
| telligent eyes or blatantly try to
' flirt with the oceasional attractive,
i woman who enters the courtroom!
'and you are reminded of another|
;prototype,’ Raskolnikov, in that\
lclassic_on “intellectual murder,”|
| CYifne and me and’ Punishment. b&-]




[ Xe5, there in- SIFRaN’S place )
F1this unprepossessing cout el
see Raskolnikov, a young man “out
of the garret,” irritable, self-
absorbed, lying in his den “think-
ing . . . of Jack the Giant Killer.”
Unable to cope with his day-to-da )
problems, Raskolnikov takes refuge
2(in_the deed he is planning to com]
mit and that no one who now
spurns him would dream he is ca-
pable of eommitting, Like Oswald
and -Sirhan, Raskolnikov is g loner;
not used to crowds, but as he be+
gins to prepare himself for his
crime, Dostoyevsky’s- anti-heroﬂ'
feels ‘““a desire to be with other;
people . . . a thirst for company.
He was so weary after a whole
month of concentrated wretched:
ness and gloomy excitement that he

e i ¥

world ... ” In this spirit he i§
drawn to a tavern, an unlikely refs
uge for him and to have a few,
drinks with people he does not
know. Not unlike Sirhan Sirhan
mingling with strangers at the Ho-
tel Ambassador. Troubled, bitter,
touchy, self-important and dream-j
ing of amassing a fortune as well

as. taking a life, Sirhan is Raskolni-
kov with an‘overlay of Palestinian-,
Arab resentment and envy of the'
Jews. . '
We find other elements of what,
we call The Raskolnikov Complex;
in Sirhan. Raskolnikov likes to ex-)
periment with his own feelings. In|
advance of his crime he visifs the|
old woran-pawnbroker he intends|
to eliminate, to test his ability to!
carry it through. At the same time;
that he plans to commit a brutal
muedez=ith an ax, he hag.dresma,

theeTerlect his sensitivily and ye=
sistance to cruelty. He d}f‘éim—sﬁ al
coarse peasant brutally beating a
horse to death, and when he wakes,|
horrified, he wonders how he can
carry out the deed he contemplates
if he is so upset by the vision of
violence., Sirhan was similarly
haunted. by memories of brutality,
and his playmates described him as
hypersensitive.

Raskolnikov“and Sirhan are both
arrogant and servile — we have
heard Sirhan at his trial punctuate
polite answers with so many “sirs”
as fo make them Iudicrously em-
broidered. Even when Sirhan is
shouting at the judge, like the most
arrogant of Raskolnikovs, that he is
guilty! that he wants to plead guilty
to murder in the first degree! that|
lhe wants to fire all of his lawyers)
and handle his own case! that he;
wants to go to the gas chamber!

at him to sit down and shut up or a
gag will be placed in his mouth and|
his hands strapped to his sides,f
even at the height of this scene
straight out of Dostoyevsky, Sirhan
does not forget the courtesies thatl
~ling his furies. FES

flonged to rest . .. in some other -

/

=555 assails from Tke=whoess
stand ' “the goddamn Jews,” and
Raskolnikov expresses his con-{
tempt for the old pawnbroker who
jis unfortunately the world’s‘flrst%
image of the Jew. When Sirhan
isnarls at his prosecutor, “Don’t put
'words in my mouth, ask me, don’
itell me!” do we not hear Raskolni
'kov doing his best to hold' at
tbay his prosécutor? And finally,
like Raskolnikov, Sirhan considex:s
!ihimself an idealist. Although his|
crime intensifies the climate of
political violence that could de-
stroy this Republic, he speaks| .
from the witness stand-as a man}-
with no regrets.

'. Sober, Alert - - I}

He might reason with Raskolni-
ikov: “In what way was my theory!
istupider than others that have
swarmed and clashed from the be-!
ginning of the world? ... Why,
does my action strike them as-so
‘horrible . . . because it was a,
crime, the letter of the law was
jroken and blood was shed. Well,
punish me for the letter of the law
. . .”” Raskolnikov goes on to justi--
Iy himself by thinking of the many:
:“benefactors of mankind whe,
jsnatched power for themselves in-:
istead -of inheriting it” who “ought
{to have been punished at their first
steps. But those men succeeded and
so they were right, and I didn’t,
and so I had no .right to have.
‘taken that first step.”

Cross-examined on the witness’
'stnad, Sirhan was.asked if he re-
‘gretted what he had done. His an-
Swer was no. There were no “pho-

tographer’s’ flashbulbs” and hotel
amirrors and election-night drinks
-and all the rest of that elaborate
psycho-metaphysical theory for
-sending him into a trance now.!
" :Stone sober and mentally alert, he-
told us he did not regret having
‘assassinated Robert F. Kennedy.
Well, then was he proud of it? No,
Sirhan said, in the servile-arrogant’
lvoice of Raskolnikov, he was not-
lexactly proud of it, either. )
! We may learn more about the
{ ‘clutter of Sirhan’s mind from Dos-
'toyevsky than- from the squad of}
‘defense psychiatrists who come to
‘ecourt at the bidding of the defense
‘counsels to build their case for
(“Diminished Capacity.” For Dos-
toyevsky was a concerned but im-

| T siudent of the digarangad

De o -
| Mif Grnaskolnikov. Psyekistaiots)
in the Sirhan Trial must {ake “posi-
tions,” must testify that he is'truly
suffering from “retrograde amne-
sia” or from types of paranoia that
prevent him either from remem-
bering or understanding his act; or

N

they must testify for the prosecu-
tion that he is paramoid but awar

of anned and exggg;gj! jg
fatlzeir words gym‘gc S
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" ilence or cupidity like the Lee Harv-

pressure to twist a profes-
sional observation into a legal posi-
tion that will strengthen or weaken
a courtroom argyment, Dostoyev-
sky is able to make a believable
fusion of opposites. Raskolnikov,
feels as if be is in a france when he
[commits his crime and there is
| something dreamlike about his abil-
ity to act so brutally, yet at the
;same time he is sufficiently aware
to realize he must dissemble, must
i try to hide his actions and his true
nature from the investigative light
of -his prosecutor. In the interest of
scientific and emotional truth, Dos-
toyevsky is able to touch both bases
at once. So could courtroom psychi-
atrists if they were not to assume
‘Iechanically the roles of experts
ifor the prosecution or for the de-
ifense. : ’

Not a Novel

Unfortunately, the Sirhan Sirhan
case is not a novel. It is all too
painfully true. But as we sit there
in the courtreom day after day
morbidly fascinated by our impres-
:sion of Raskolnikov returned in the
iperson of a young displaced Arab
jburning with-desire for political re-
lvenge, we begin to wonder if our
rcountry has discovered the appro-
|priate procedures for dealing with
!magnicide and the politics of assas-
!sination. " For, while the Sirhan
1 Trial has not, been aborted by vio-

\

1€y , Oswald and James Earl Ray
 affairs, it fails to put the crime in
its proper national perspective.
Despite the deaths of Lincoln,
Garfield and McKinley and at-
ytempts on the lives of Roosevelt
| and Truman, our country still is not
| geared to judge _bolitical crime. It
is high time we were. We do not
sweep Oswald, Ray, Sirhan and our
other recent political assassins into
the One Big Conspiracy bag, as do
' most of our European critics and
" nearly all our black friends. Byt
clearly, as they said in Hamlet,
| something is rotten in the Denmark
; of our soul. :
i Mexico is thought of as a violent
i land, but 40 years have passed
! Since the violent death of a Mexi-
can president. The French are.g
volatile people who like to emotion-
l alize their politics, but no French
president has been assassinated in
nearly 40 years. And British prime
ministers have not been removed
except by non-violent decision since
1812. Yet we find it already tragi-
cally taken for granted that Ted
Kennedy’s life ig in danger and that
if he should run for or achieve the
Presidency he too will fall a vietim
to magnicide like his martyred
brothers. We have not met anyone
in many months who m@n%bgg
demet*wich this apprehensfon, |




iOggg_:;‘.irhans, others=Savwaias, |
ofher Rays now stalk this land
ready to cut down the leaders with
whom they — and perhaps fellow
conspirators — politically disagree.
This is public murder and it would
seem to demand a different kind of
trial, on a higher level, than thatJ

=sctibe fox_' persoggl gr,gré‘-
ate-ararder. Sirhan, for instance,

is being tried by the s

%'nachinery and state laws as was a
oung man called Goedecke who
slipped away from a church service,
few years ago to murder his|
other, father, sister and brother.
He tried to clean the blood stains
from his clothes and to leave the
Eouse in disorder that would sug-
est a robbery. He returned to his
Eome next day with a young lady,
ppeared shocked to discover the

bodies and called the police.
1t_seemed to the prosecution that:
his crime was as premeditated as
Sirhan’s, but a recent appeal to the
State Supreme Court, on the basis
lof Diminished Capacity, was decid-
ed 5-2 in favor of the defendant. -
One of the two dissenters was
Judge Stanley Mosk, a distin-|
guished liberal who decries capital!
punishment. “But,” he wrote in his
dissent, “you cannot plead guilly,
by reason of schizophrenia. That is
neigher good law nor good medi
cine.” Even prior to Sirhan’s con-,'
viction, his defense staff had indi!
cated that it would appeal and had
confided to some reporters that the
Goedecke case was a reassuring
precedent. ) !
But, we argue, as terrible as it is,
the Goedecke case involves a crime;”
passionale. An inter-family crime.
Horrifying but intensely personal,
1t has nothing to do with politics.
But the murder of the Kennedys, of}-
Evers and of King, has only to do
with politics. National politics. The
Sirhan Case does not belong to Cali-
fornia. It happened to take place]
there, but Bob Keénnedy could have|
been murdered in any state where|
someone fook violent exception to:
Ej some aspect of his political philoso-|

phy.- . .
gimilarly Medgar Evers was shot‘
and killed by Byron de la Beckwith,
on the doorstep of-Evers’ home in

matter. Clearly it was a national’
crime. It is the law of our land that)
every ‘citizen is entitled to vote.
Evers was leading a courageous,
and slowly winning cafnpaign to)
make that law more than an empty;
promise. When de la Beckwith de-i
liberately blasted Evers from this1
earth, he was not firing at Evers
the Taan, he was expressing a polit-'l
jeal opinion, defiance of the Consti-!
tution and the federal voting law at
the%ﬁ-&ﬁhotgun. —aen

Mississippi, but this' was no local]

__TAf sssassimation like 0€ [ BECK]
wi'fﬁ"sié')"sy?%she Killing of anot%er c1ivi1|

vights leader, Wharlest Jackson,
whose truck was firebombed, or tt‘xe‘
gruesome triple Iynching near Phily
latdelphia, Miss., or the murder of
IMrs. Viola Liuzzo near Selma, Ala.,
or the assassinations of Malcolm X;
and Martin Luther King are politi-
ical murders, public murders, na-
itional murders and they belong noti‘
‘to the individual states where they;
have taken place and where the,
ierimes are frequently condoned or,
the police work is bungled or the
{prosecution staff and -judges are
'often inadequate—they belong to!
“the ‘highest national court our na-
'tion can provide. o
' I this requires a new amendment.
to the Constitution, let us begin. At
lleast we think it deserves serious
‘consideration that political assassi-
nation be judged by a new kind of
Supreme Court, a High Tribunal
like the one we helped ‘set up at
‘Nuremberg to try major war crimi-
‘nals for their crimes against ‘hu-
‘manity. A conventional state trial,
.with city prosecutors an local ju-
rors is simply not equipped to take,

the measure of political murders,

«and conspiracies. . ‘
~ How would it work? A federal
.grand | jury of panel of able and:
%responsible‘ public citizens, such as
‘delivered the recent Report on Civil;
Disorders, would weigh the evi-
dence as to whether.a murder-is:
jpersonal or public. It is nqt such a
complex matter to decide. When
the murderer is not even acquaint-,
'ed with his victim, when there'is“
ineither a personal nor a monetary,
‘motive, when the killer hasn’t Tuny
1amuck, firing into crowds and pass-
ing strangers, when instead the gun
has been aimed at a key figure
whose politics are manifestly at
' variance-with the views of the hold-
er of the gun, then the murderer
_should be tried, instead of beingI
_permitted. to throw himself -on the!
‘mercy of the limited Memphis ma-
chinery. And now Sirhan. N

In this High Court, either specifi—lx
cally appointed or instituted by the
.Supreme Court or by all three,

‘elements of conspiracy would be;
considered far more seriously, as
iWell as the political significance of]
the crime. Not only psychiaftrists
and_psychologists should testify but
‘r;s_’ocﬁniy logists and political SCTEREStS. |
«Tedead » the rash of puhliesazsders’
‘our country has suffered in the 60's
suggests that we need as expert

witnesses not only doctors who

speak of paranoia and schlzophrpn—{

litical conspiracy.
crime only through a
ersonal ‘telescope M Tiarfow
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al murder, you could build an argu-
ment for diminished responsibility!
in each of their cases. But mean-
while the polifical impact of their|
acts would be hidden behind whati
we irreverently call The Head-
shrinker Curtain. No offense to the
head doctors. With the ranks of the
mentally walking wounded multi-
plying every year, we need all the
mind-blowers we can train. But we

need something more.

Three months of the Sirhan Trial
have convinced me that Los Ange-
les, while it can take credit for
improving on Dallas and Memphis,
not to mention Natchez, is simply
not up to a case of this magnitude.
i California Law is not up to it. No
state laws, limited by the concept
of ‘personal murder, are up to if.
Americans, at least the best of

| 10 ‘wish to punish Ray and Sirhan
| 3

physically, or'to take 2 life for
|life. What they want is to know
| everything there is to know abou
i them.
It there is even a breath of con-

{ | spiracy, let every invisible bug cre-

ating that breath be analyzed and
not washed down with mouth spray.
In the King Assassination Case his
| triggerman seems to be trying t
1 say what most of us think obvious:
| there was not only conspiracy but

' whopping, efficient mother of con
spiracy. Chances are, even a ne

| trial, with Memphis ground rules
! and state laws not geared.to the

"pranches of our government, the -

nature of the crime, will not cut to
j the heart of the matter.
1

“ A Strong Argument

One of the strongest arguments
ffor moving.the trial of a James
i Earl Ray out of Tennessee and on
|up toa special tribunal comes from!

James Earl Ray himself. In a letter;
to author William Bradford Huie,
Ray expressed his confidence that
he had little to fear from a jury,
"drawn from the rolls of Shelbyl
' County, Tennessee, because 70 per

cent of the voters of that count

.had voted either for Wallace or
_Nixon, And he added the chillin

fact that ‘“no white man has ever|

| -been given the death sentence in a

racial killing.”
According to Huie, one of the
. great Southern reporters (he solved
the Emmett Till murder in Missis
sippi), Ray considers himself as a
i political prisoner and regards the
'killing of King as a political action|
approved by millions of his coun-

jority. Ray and his two younger

\trymen and perhaps even by a ma-

athanes
and_had hoped for a.prommnt Dardon)

 them, hopefully most of them, have -

were ardent Wallaceifes},

pd
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from ‘“‘President” Wallace. Ray be-,
gicves 2 has fired a cruci@l shot i

a new ‘‘Civil War.” '
We have heard Sirhan say from'.
the witness: stand that Johnson,
Goldberg and Kennedy “deserved,
‘to be killed.” That was his way of|
, expressing his political disagree-,
! ment with them on the Arab-Israeli;
| question. Personal rmurder and po-'
litical assassination are two alte-
gether different crimes and no one’
lexpresses this moré clearly than
1Ray and Sirhan themselves. iy
In the Sirhan case, two friends of
tours who were with us at the Am-
'bassador when Sirhan outvoted
! Bobby with his practical .22, Book-
er Griffin, a well-known journal-
| ist, and a Los Angeles County Dem-
|‘bcratic leader, have told us they
%aw evidence of what they believe
+may be conspiracy. Others concur
. from what they saw and heard that,
. ¢Bobby could never have left the:
' hotel alive that night.” Griffin’s of-
| fer to testify as to what he had seen,
| was blocked by a prosecution that

did not welcome, in his opinion,!

| facts at variance with the simple,.

|straight-line case they had chosen.

'to present.

| When this writer and his col-’
lleagues in Watts held a memorial’
'service in our Douglass House The-:
\ater for King and Kennedy; a small
'man of light tan complexion and,
\carrying a violin case moved up
toward the stage row-by row while,
|we were reading Ted Kennedy’s
eulogy to his brother and describ-
ing that final train journey to
Washington. Finally, the stranger.
iwith the violin case started up thé
isteps to the stage. He was puiled
{back by members of the Watts'
' Writers Workshop and later put out
sof sthe Jbuilding. Wearing, khaki
pante_and a plaid sports shi_:,tg——.“:l%b'
the wispy beginnings of a beard, he

seemed to bear an uncanny re-|
‘semblance to the manwitha violin/
lcase that our friend Louise Carter:

\saw with Sirhan at the Ambassador,

i gotel two nights before the trage-
y- ' b
| "We are not saying this proves
iconspiracy. Indeed, we question‘
, that cqnclusion. But we are saying
|that a 'special tribunal oriented to!
i the politics of assassination and the
{ patterns of conspiracy would not be'
i so hdsty as were the prosecutors of
‘Sirhan to agree that there was no

evidence of confederates. Qur expe-
rience was similar to Griffin’s:
when we called the attorney gener-
al’s office to offer what we believed
to be additional information on the
subject of premeditation and possi-
ble conspiracy we received no en-
couragement. We reveal this not’
Ibecause we feel personally reject-
ed, but because we find it incredi-
ple that every shred of evidence
was not pounced upen and that ev-|
e -witness was nokgmestianed,
Shavsiva) :

exhaustively.

|+ A figh court sifting in jadgmechil
on political assassination may
‘sound like an “un-American” graft
on our treg of justice. But, if we
'may paraphrase Gilbert and Sulli-
van, “Our object all sublime, we
shall achieve in time to make the!
trial fit the crime, the trial fit the]
crime.” Nor would we depend on!

he FBI with its political attitudes;
Jealcified in the person of J. Edgar'
Hoover. Anyone who mistakes Mar-
tin Luther King for a communist is
a relic of the past who would only
retard the development of new con-
cepts of justice in tune with these
turbulent ~ times. -A special court
would seem to require a special
intelligence staff trained in political
‘science as well as conventional
‘crime detection, a staff that would

RN

not' leave grave questions unan- .

“swered, as. in the cases of Ray and:
Sirhan. = !
Maybe Sirhan did kill Bob Kenne-

dy alone and unaided, because he
was “burned up,” dshe put it, with
‘the senator’s public support of
'planes for Israel. But the way our
state courts are constituted, and
tour district attorney’s offices, with’
ithe traditions of our advocacy sys-
;tem, and now with the added wrin-
!kle of Diminishéd Capacity or Re-

;sponsibility to blur the issue of pub-
Wie vis-a-vis personal wnurder, we,
may never know.

Tp give them. their due, Grant:
Cooper and Emile Zola Berman
have done their bit for old-
fashioned “justice by taking an un-
.popular case and defending it with
all the brilliance, ingenuity and
iskill developed in a lifetime of trial
Jaw., ‘And esehewing all possibilities
; of conspiracy at the outset, the pros-
jecution had done a low-keyed - and

\,

straightforward, good if not bril-
‘liant job and hence had made its
dutiful contribution to old-fashioned
justice, . :
" But as an observer of the crime.
.and of the trial that would set the
punishment, we call for new-
fashioned justice, updated not only
by the latest findings of psychia-,
itrists who inevitably cancel each
lother out as experts study the same,
\subject and the ‘same’ body of re-
search material and reach opinions
‘as opposite as the poles. .

Just as de 1a Beckwith did not kil
‘Fvers but tried to murder his
Jideas, and as Ray did not kill King
'the man but tried to murder his
iideas, and as Sirhan Sirhan did not!
‘kill Kennedy the man but tried to,
murder his ideas, sonow the time
has corhe to assess the crimes of
the Sirhans, not as the crimes of
jmen, disordered and fallible, but as
.crimes flowing from ideas bent oni
. murdering the democratic spirit.

' “Assassinaton,” said George Ber|
{ mard Chaw, “is the most—am&mql

} form of _ censorshin.”_No _I_rggt:e_tﬁ
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

'Wtate of mind Sirhan Sir3
han claims to bave bésriwiien
‘we saw him firing his revolver l(j
ithat pantry, he was censoring the
thonest and and outspoken opinions
‘of Robert Francis Kennedy. The
implications of this ancient and late-
'y ‘disinterred form of censorship
cry out for judgment at the highest
possible level of jurisprudence if
the politics of assassination are to
‘be countered with the politics of
lconstructive change. If we as a
‘People fail to respond to the chal-
Jenge of the dela Bechwiths, Rays
'and Sirhan Sirhans, if we cannot
.develop the proper laboratory in;
which to place their crimes in clear
pational perspective, then we are
all doomed to live and die with
'what Bob Kennedy, in his eulogy of
Martin Luther King, described as:
v thig mindless menace of vio-
lence - in America which again
‘stains our land and every one of
our lives.” ,

i) 1960, Newsday, Incamta—e
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When Bob Kennedy decided to.
make the run for the White House
we were in Italy working on a novel
by the shore of the legendary Lake
of Como with snow-capped Alps
standing sentinel around us. We felt .
safe, secluded, productive. The
Yondon Times and the Paris Her-
ald-Tribune and the Rome Messag- ,
" gero brought the daily news to our '

, reading room every day, so we knew |
about the crisis in gold, the British |
i refusdl to admit Indians to their |
_island, and we were increasingly‘
aware of the political quicksand.
5 LBJ had stumbled into in Vietnam. '
But on a two-month sabbatical

. from the pressure of civic problems .
! that had demanded great hunks of
* our time for a number of years, it
' was a relief to be able to read
about world issues without feeling a .
- moral obligation to do something

l abouf them.
\ If we may be excused our con-
' ceit, we thought that after years of
 involvement we had earned a rest, |
| what we described as a “workmg
+ vacation,” the luxury of getting up '
| in the morning, kissing your wife, .
! breathing the air, taking a walk
l clearing the mind and then, “ah
sweet mystery of work.”

i . That was our selfish state Df'

mmd when a cable from Bob Ken-
nedy found us on the shore of that
&plcture-postcard -blue Italian lake
and called us back to reality. .
l American reality. The cable said he
| “found himself in a struggle,” and |
.expressed the hope that we would '
‘be back in the states in time to
\enhst in his campaign. He ex-,

i pressed his appreciation for any :
|help we might be able to render in ,
I gettmg his message across to ‘‘your |
Geraldine and I smiled at i

people
\that one for Bob meant not Holly- |
{ wood people or literary people or'
1 Jewish people but black people, the ,
friends we had made in Watts and’
’ other neglected communities in the

| course of establishing the erters'

| Wezlsskeonsin the wake of the golo-
Lcaust four years ago.

S

= 1HIND '\96@@?/%7
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" 'That “evening we answered_that,

we would be coming back’ shortly,'

ready to enlist in his army of volun-
teers. And we fired off this opening
salvo to the director of the Watts
Writers Workshop:

“You know, at the end of my

' dialogues with Jimmy Baldwin I
said I thought the whites had al-

most had it, that unless they could.

rip the racism out of their culture,

out of their hearts, our country was

.on the road to violent division.
However, 1 feel we have a last

' chance with Bobby Kennedy. I
. know that he honestly wants to get
“out of this damnable war that is

- bleeding us to death. I believe him

'when he says he wants to take,
those billions we are pouring down:
the Saigon drain and put them to
-work in our ghettos, ,rebuilding
them. . . . If we can get Bobby in we
have a last chance of doing some-
‘thing on a federal scale about the
galling neglect we see in Watts.
Yes, Bob seems to understand what,
we need for our cities, not just

those billions but ideas, imagina-

tion and love. What Bob saw when

he came to our workshop to meet

the writers could be enlarged a thou-

sandfold in every single communi-

ty. If we blunder on, if we cut back

the services we should be expand-,
ing, if we just remain ‘liberal,” then

you are right, then comes Arma-

geddon, So, a long-winded’
nomination speech for Bobby Ken-
'nedy, our last best hope of making

it, together!”

Another Dallas

Lyndon’s stunning abdication
1speech made us even more eager to.
i work for what seemed to us that’

last, best hope. But Italy is sedue-
tive and we lingered, some days in
‘Venice and more in Rome, We were
enjoying the sculpture and the mar-
‘kets and the restaurants and the

+ people when the sky fell down.

Another Dallas! This time in
Memphis. This time not the Presi-
:dent nor Medgar Evers, the black;
messiah of Mississippi, but our No-
i bel Prize Winner for Peace, apost1e|
t of black freedom through non-!

&FKS Dea’rh ”7 the

{r——-—"

Perspecflve of a Year

%MS"“ e
“Yoach

ohr )
Bishop S \
Casper

Callahan

Conrad

Felt .~
Gale // 2
RosengZ ¢
Sullivant=
Tavel
Trotter

" Tele. Room .
Holmes _l%g?/ﬂ

Gandy i

("’“‘

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington) -3
Daily News (New York)

.Sunday News (New York)

New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)

The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)

JUN 1 1959

" violence, Martin Luther King. Not!

. againl_Not another pubhcgfg-;sﬂ.ﬁm%a
_How_long, oh bigots and sons of

- ) ' ,) Pl / /%
NO™T =7 “ORDER !
128 JUN 6 1969

2025 RECEASE UNDERED. 14176



e figots, c;cni we ligair_ygur slings ana

rarrows, telescopic rifles eai=tmi

L gonsy '

In that moment the sidewalk
cafes of the Via Venetto lost their
music and the graceful Spanish
+steps were shadowed in grief and
,rage, It was time o come home.'
More than ever we believed what'
we had written our friends in
Watts. Now angry young braves
‘would be tearing our cities apart.
It would be black against white,!
- father against son . . . “a time of
1shame and sorrow . .. this mind-
J less menace of violence in America.
j which again stains our land and
y every one of our lives.” The quotes
i ‘ are from Bob Kennedy’s address on
b

. the assassination of Dr. King on
J the day after that calamity.
L

Militancy Arrives.

: Two months later, Sunday after-:
noon, the second of June found us
‘on Central Avenue, the Main Street
(of black and deprived South Los
'Angeles, speaking at a Kennedy
rally with Charles Evers, who had
.picked up the standard fallen from '
+the hands of his martyred brother
in Mississippi. While Evers was on
the platform explaining his reasons
for supporting Kennedy, saying he
believed the senator had a rare and
‘possibly unique capacity to break
the chains of racism that were :
‘holding his people 'back, a black
-militant leader came into the hall
.with his “troops.” We were con-
cerned that he might try to break
;; up the meeting. He had a stack of
i leaflets attacking Kennedy along
| with Humphrey, McCarthy, Nixon
. — blue-eyed devils all.

' Our Kennedy-Evers team had
k.lstrong black support in this com-
wzaurity.and, with a critical primary
less than 48 hours away:=ivscemed

| asafTGeE Violence might erupt. We

went over to the militant-=cider,

‘whom we knew fairly well, and :

‘asked him please not to disrupt the
meeting. We said Charles Evers
'risked death from full-time racists
every day of his life and had come
la Iong way to plead Bobby’s cause.
[“Even if you don’t agree, he de-
{serves a respectful audience.” The

{local black leader nodded. He could

thbe difficult but sometimes not
' unreasonable. “OK,” he agreed, “I
{personally think it’s all a waste of
itime because any good black man
,or any real friend of the black man
{is going to be cut down sooner or
later — like Jack Kennedy and
,Medgar Evers and Brother Mal-
jcolm, But I can dig it. You go
|ahead with your meeting, We’ll
'pass out the literature in the park-
ling lot.”? [ S
=t

/" - T ._ == )
3“7VfEnTWho Waited=—— "
* 'The rally ended tensely if peace-
t fully. Charles Evers said that Pres- '
[ ident Kennedy and his brother and )
i Martin Luther King, along with too |

many others murdered in the South
-in recent years, all shared a belief

in the dignity of man and the even-
tual triumph of genuine democracy.

And he prayed that Bob Kennedy, '

who stood up for Medgar and for '

Martin and for all the oppressed,

would be able to bring this about
" through the democratic process.

In the audience for that rally was
our employe of many years, Mrs.
Louise Carter. While we were
scheduled to speak at several other
gatherings that evening, Louise
went on to the Ambassador Hotel to
attend a large reception for Ken-
nedy. Next morning she said she
had seen Bob Kennedy, in fact had
shaken hands with him twice, in the -
famous Cocoanut Grove. But, she ,
said, she also had encountered a“
slight dark-complexioned young .
man who worried her because he
had been wandering around the
stage and looking behind the cur-
tains. .

Louise had once worked at the
Ambassador and she knew where
extra chairs were stacked, in a
passageway behind the stage to the
rear of the ballroom. The young
man accompanied her. He seemed
to know his way to the side corridor
» and cautioned her, ‘“Be careful, you
could hurt yourself, It’s pretty dark
in there.” He was very polite and
offered to bring an extra chair back ,
+ for Louise’s friend, Caroline. The
passageway where they found the.
. chairs has an entrance into the
main lobby and also connects with
' the Embassy Room and the pantry
| where Kennedy was to meet his
L death two nights later.

The young man’s knowledge of

. the area and the way he was

dressed prompted her to ask him if

he was an employe of the hotel
rather than a guest, He said no he
was just a spectator who had come '

like all the rest of the crowd to see *

Kennedy.” And he added, ‘‘Shouldn’t

he be here by now? Isn’t he late?.

I wonder why he hasn’t shown up -
" yet.” With him, according to Louise :
and her friend, was another young '
. man, also slender and swarthy,'

carrying a violin case. And he also

asked if they knew why Kennedy
 was late and if anything could be
keeping him from the hotel. !

Both young men kept wandering
up on the stage and looking behind
the curtains. Said Louise Carter as
she described her misgivings to me !
. on the morning of June 3, “Later
' when I saw all those crowdssaround .
L. ‘the_senator and trying to touch |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

him, he seemed so unpratected.—"
'am=with so many angry people
walking the streets these days, it
. just doesn’t look safe to me.”
+ On Primary Election Day we
' passed the time trying to relax and
' rest up for what we thought would
. be a long and eventful evening. It
"reminded us of the way boxers
spend their days awaiting impor- .
.tant contests. We turned on the !
rradio, The television news. Called
‘some friends who were on the
fence, Called Kennedy workers to
=ry—and find out how it“wasgomg. |,

, f25358=0 p.m. Pete Hamill.thg
writer, came by with his younger ;
brother and the four of us drove to ,

. the Ambassador. The Embassy |
Ballroom had an air of tentative
gaiety. Not foo many had arrived !
yet, but those who came early were
optimistic, :

1 In a small roped-off section,

' press officers Pierre Salinger and '
Frank Mankiewicz were working

- their desks, taking quick phone |
calls and jotting down meaningful
hieroglyphics. Both thought it
looked good for Bob, mentioning |

, percentages that turned out to be !

- slightly optimistic. “‘South Dakota
is in and bigger than expected,”
Frank told us. His father, the gifted !
writer of “Citizen Kane,” had |
worked for my old man and we re- |
membered Frank as a child-editor '

]

f
'

putting out a surprisingly profes-
sional mimeographed newspaper
with his brother, Don. If Bob could :
make it to the White House it was |
i believed that Frank would become |
+his Pierre. For us that was a com-
forting thought. Beb knew where he .

| was going and Frank was an ideal '

companion for that journey, cool |

j but concerned, and brilliantly in-:

| formed.

‘Smelling Victory ,

Now the Embassy Ballroom was '
coming to life. Pretty girls in mini-
gkirts and Kennedy skimmers.
Earnest young men from the New
Left. Middle-aged doctors and law-
yers and their socially-minded |
wives. The liberals. A lot of black
people. A smattering of Democratic |
pros. Everybody was friendly, very
up, smelling victory but more than ]
'victory, tasting hope. We talked:
with Pete Hamill about it as we
waited for the night to begin. Pete |
was a Ramparts man, a Villagel'
Voicer, a crony of Norman Mail-,
er’s, a brother-in-law and chum
‘of ex-heavyweight champ Jose,
Torres. Pete was an Irishman and/

!
| sometimeg fought like one and often.
* WO Tike one, like the Dest of



tisse=am7nd talénted clap, Hemas)
Ibitter about the war an?fh?gﬁg'
iof the union and the compost heaps'
that we like to call “inner cities,”,
jbut this night he was happy and!
thopeful and it may sound corny but|
|we raised paper cups to a better
5 world.
We were joined by Warren Rog-
jers of Look magazine, who had!
been on the campaign trail with
Bob and who shared our feeling,
that he was the most misunder-'
!stood man in American life. We had
Thever found him ruthless, cold and'
calculating; on the contrary we
knew him to be warm, humorous,
;and intensely human, *“I know he
‘attr.acts _some of those people'
‘around him because of who he is,”
,Warren had said. “But the truth is,
‘he’s fun to be with. I feel—
good—around him.” That was the
;way his friends felt about him. And
vhe had as many of those as he had
“ienemies. '
, The ballrcom was filling up now
iand returns were beginning to come
in, so we decided to go upstairs to
{the Kenuedy suite. There we found
& kind of impromptu party in prog-
ress, one of those “only in Amer-
ica” things, or maybe only -in a
jKennedy America: astronaut’ John
IGlenn, Olympic champion Rafer
Johnson, the Milton Berles, film '
diregtor . John Frankenhaimor,

rgh._m’.%f;ﬂEvers and JobnuLemss -
one of the original leaders of

. SNCC, Mexican organizers of the

" huelga against the wine growers.

+  Sharing a couch with Glenn, a

| Catholic priest, a Democratic office-

! holder, a local black leader and a "

| Hollywood glamor girl was Ethel

Kennedy. Star athletes, national
* heroes, liberal politicians, movie
" stars, writers, strike leaders, black
' militants; from the mansions of '
, Beverly Hills, the playing f‘l‘e1d§,

. the vineyards, the ghetfos. ““This
gathering is not to be believed,”

! Said Pete Hamill as he bobbed and

weaved through the group bunched

at the one small bar. .

We watched Ethel watching the
, telly as her hushand slowly began
' to pull ahead of his rival. “And I'll
! bet our Chicano vote isn’t counted '
| yet!” said a Mexican-American
i covered with Kennedy and ‘“Huel-
! ga” buttons. “My people, they vote '

a hundred percent.” This turned
' out to be the most accurate predic-

tion in a night no one could ha've
' predicted except a nondeseript
! young man who was downstairs in
! the area of the campaign reception
‘ rooms, having himself a drink or ;

two before going back to his car to
| get a lethal little gun with which he
« had been practicing for days.

Five floors above that mysterious
youth unnoticed in the crowd, our
candidate wandered quietly be-
tween his bedroo'rél and hthe suitle
acmezes=ila  corridor where col-
L leagues and well-wishers_ were

@ athered. “How we doing?” As ke |
i stood in the doorway wiitiza-wan |
smile, his face reflected the tough
. campaign — from New England to '
' Southern California, that country of ,
i anglers and screwballs where the !
| political pendulum swings easily
' from Socialist Upton Sinclair to ul- '
i tra-rightist Ronnie Reagan. ,

For Bob Kennedy it had beena
¢ campaign physicalty far more de-

; manding than for the others, be-

i cause their followers had no com-
, pulsion to touch their man, kiss
him, hug him, share him. We had
seen it in Watts when he came to
speak outside our Douglass House_
Writers’ building. He was mobbed
. and all but swallowed up in that
exuberant crowd. His black believ-
ers literally hurt him with their

. love. And this “was repeated in !

white communities, in suburbs and
in shanty-towns. No one else in
America was generating that kind
of magnetism. But as we had
learned to our sorrow two months
. earlier to the day, a magnet for
love is also 2 magnet for hate.

A Close Decision

Shortly after 11 o’clock CBS-TV
announced that Bob had won a
close but clean-cut decision. Escap-
ing for a few minutes from the
mounting festivities, we were
standing on a balcony with NBC
commentator Sandy Vanocur, chid-
ing him lightly for his network’s
refusal to concede. Sandy was a
proud competitor and a personal
friend of Bob’s, but network offi-
, cialdom had set up a curtain of
. caution between him and what he
had hoped would be the first inter-
 view with the winner. We were
' talking about Bob and what we
thought he could do to bind up the
grievous wounds that were bleeding -
the country when Warren Rogers
joined us to say that Bob had asked

&5 7t0 Talk to me alone 6% 3 Gouple

asked if she might come along; it
was a moment she would like to

remember.

|

! In a modest bedroom with twin
“ beds Bob was sitting on the floor in
a corner, with his knees drawn up,
a favorite position that reminded us
of visits both to his home and his
office. He was smoking a small,
slender cigar, the first time v.¢ had,

" ever seen him do so. He seemed;
markedly less jubilant than the rest;
of us. More tired, undoubtedly. And.

' with so much more to do. Geraldine:
cand I offered our congratulations;
" on winning the crazy-quilt State of,
« California. He said he was going
' down to the ballroom in a little
; while and asked what I would say if
i T were in his place. I realized he
| had talked to Sorenson and Schles-
ciemen—mind others bettpr—suslified!

| ror0R SHNE L b BEAANIBR Fith. HiAT6

hiza4e<find me — he had _skgvi_d__h&’d_n,) 4

of minutes. My wife Geraldine .

}1 around; let’s talk later.” T asked

oRs2meGther pecasions, Lolungad)
in anyway: “Well, if the margin is
four or five points, you know who
they are, the ---”

He stopped me with a slow grin.
“T know, you're going to give me
the thing about the black vote and
the Chicano. . . .”

“The Chicano is like 99 point nine
and I hear South Los Angeles is 85
percent.”

“A lot of black friends will be on'
the platform with me. I think Wal.;
. ter (Sheridan, a long-iime aide all'
the way back to Senate Racke:'
Committee days) is asking Casar'
Chavez. They did a terrific job.
Terrific.” L

We talked for a few minutes,
about our Workshop in Watts. Bob
had come twice, had met the writ-',

ers, had read their anthology and

now he said again that he thought.
we had touched a nerve — not just;
mechanical skill centers and on-
+ the-job training, but cultural proj-’
ects for people in ghettos all over
the country whg had been_bot}tlled'
+ yp._don_long and were proving how:
much they had to say asHowwell |

" thesssesld> say. it. Bob saidfswass
' interested in a suggestion we had '
made to a' Senate subcommittee .
‘ on which he served — of an Arts
Corps, a kind of updated Federal
Theater and Federal Writers’ Proj-
ect fitted to the needs of Watts,
" Hough, Bedford-Stuyvesant. (May-
be this sounds like crazy liberal
talk a few minutes before going
down to thank the voters of Califor-
nia for sending him to Chicagoto |
unseat Hubert Horatio, but we have
been feeling an obligation to put it
all down as we remember it, just as
we would dearly love to know what
Lincoln had been saying in his box
at the Ford Theater.)
| Speaker Jesse Unruh, “Big Dad-
dy” of California Democrats, came
over to suggest that it was time to
go down. Ever-practical Jesse was
probably thinking that it was near-
ing midnight and that Bob should
be seen on TV in his winning pos-
ture by as many people as possible
across the country. Bob rose to his |
, feet slowly. There was no elation in
i him, certainly none of the cockiness ,
,l attributed to him by detractors.
! He seemed thoughtful, concerned,
[ﬁ perhaps a trifle subdued.
He said he’d like to pursue the
. Arts Corps idea. He said, “Stick

i him where. He said after the talk in
' the main room he would come to a
| smaller room, the Colonial Roorn,
! off the pantry. He said he wasn’t
* going to hold any formal press con-

ference but would like to see some

of his particular press IrTenGy
| heze .

J—
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I~ Later_work done for the night, 2 |

privafe party would md*‘w—“%h":fo’

celebrate at The Factory. Then Bob |

asked me if I would like to accom- !

pany him and Jesse Unruh to the |

platform. I said I didn’t want to !

look as if I were taking bows with

! the winner and pushing myself into '

| the picture. Geraldine and I would
wait in the Colonial Room and see |

{ him later with Warren Rogers and

| our other mutual friends. “The |

| brothers and Chicanos,” I said. He

i nodded and smiled. Then Warren

! joined us and we followed Boh into

! the " corridor where he was immedi- .

1 ately swallowed up in a erowd of

, well-wishers and television camer-

| as, waiting to accompany the victor

l on his way down to the hallroom.

. A Festive Moment

[ |: In the Colonial Room about 20 of

! us were waiting for the senator. We
i watched the preliminaries on tele-
| vision as he was getting ready to
come to the microphone. It was
ya festive moment and Warren

", thought we should all have drinks

'in our hands to toast the occasion.

| He was gone a few minufes and
| when he returned with the highballs

. it was also with the information ,
that Bob would shortcut through
| the serving pantry that divided our !
, smaller room from the ballroom.

i For some reason this fact went *

! unreported in national magazines, |
nor was it revealed in the Sirhan .

, trial which we attended in morbid |

| fascination and, at times, dismay.

i To this layman mind it seems as if

i it may have had some bearing on

. the crucial subject of premedita-
| tion. Did Sirhan simply stumble
| blindly into the serving pantry in :
| search of coffee to cure his “in-
! toxication,” as his team of gifted

i defense counsel would have had
the jury believe? Or, aware that
'the senator had taken a similar .
'route through the pantry when both
|tracker and tracked had been in .
' the hotel two nights before, had the

| assassin sequestered himself in that
pantry so that he could gun down
Jhis ubsuspecting target, as he had
Ipromis,ed int his notebooks: “Ken-
nedy must fall . . . Kennedy must

" die . . . Kennedy must not live be-

{ yond the fifth of June.”

{  We all watched Bob’s neat, brief

| “Thank you—and on to Chicago”
speech and then, anticipating his

I"arrival through that back passage-
way, moved closer to the pantry -
doors. “We” includes Pete Hamill
and Booker Griffin, a local black .
journalist T had known from the -

/| early years in Watts. A few yards !

behind_us were Warren Rogers and |

L Geraldine. We heard a cdupfe o1

e =~ -~~~ T
| those “firecracker pops” and "the%

+ sound of screaming. We all ran intO}
1t the paniry. A scene out of — what?
{, Television? This was a different!
1 kind of violence. Shakespeare?!
. There was no poefry, no soaring’
! rhetorie to mitigate the blood. And
the blood was not red paint later to

« be washed off in the dressing room. |
“This mindless menace of violence .
which again ‘stains our land,”” Ken-_
nedy had described it when it
struck down Dr. King. Amidst the
screaming and the pushing and the
Oh-my-Gods! Bob had taken a

{ few steps forward and then had
fallen back on the cold stone floor:
Pete Hamill was directly in front
of me and partly blocking my view
so his description is clearer than
mine, although my impression con- '
firms what he saw: “The sonofa- '
bitch was standing there with one
foot forward and his arm extended
just like he was on a target range.” .-
(Note: This is what veteran report--
er Hamill said as soon as we were .
able to regain any coherence.) The -
narrow pantry became a screaming
bedlam of pain, terror, rage: “Look
out! Sonuvabitch!” He’s got a gun! .
He’s shooting!”” Shots went pop-'
pop-pop and now that we knew they .
* were not firecrackers or popping
ballons they sounded louder. .
People were responding in con-
flicting ways—some moving back
to escape the explosive possibilities,
others moving in on the author of
the crime; an obscene human traf-
fic jam. The Gun was an undersized’
man dressed in slacks and sports
shirt; looks Mexican was our first
impression, but we remember,
thinking in the midst of mayhem,!
must be some crazy Mexican to
shoot Bobby, Bobby would die for,
Chavez and his grape-pickers.,
Christ, maybe he is dying for

, Chavez. . ; .
Bob was lying on his back leoking'
very "sad, as if he knew, he already’

. knew. One eye was opened, which
seemed strange and” foreboding,j
and his lips were moving but Pete,
Booker and this witness were not}
close enough to hear. I was vaguely'

' aware of Geraldine and Warren
"' Rogers near my right shoulder, |
}|  Jimmy Breéslin, the New York
. columnist, seemed a foot higher
' than everybody else, against the
'\ left wall. Was he standing on a
box? The small assassin was charg-

( ing forward in our direction, a
| quarterback sneak with a pistol in-
stead of a ball and peop}e were
grabbing for him, “Get ’im! Get
im! Stop the sonofabitch!” With
others around me I made a lunge

L | for him. .
He was being pulled, tugged,

| exffed v eryb ody sereaming,
(Cursing. o
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. gh=skert) brown empldymﬁ%ﬂ
l hysterically, talking rapidly in a
Latin accent: “I can’t believe it,
’ thirty seconds ago I was shaking
! hands with him, leaning over that|
: counter and shaking hands, thirty|
seconds ago, and that little bastard,
he’s been hanging around in here
for almost an hour, asking us if we
thought the senator was coming
through.” He ratfled on, repeating
himself as all of us were doing. A
lunatic Babel of a soundtrack is
there to prove if.

The Difference

But here is the difference be-
tween the actual event and the
tamed and ordered replaying of it
at the trial half a year later. The
same Mexican bushoy who ran over
to me in that first minute is on the !
stand, composed and: naturally in
awe of the proceedings. Yes, he
says, he had seen the defendant in-

. the pantry for some time before the

., shooting. Yes, the defendant had

asked several times if Kennedy.
would be coming through. You see,
this is one reason a Sirhan Trial is -
, profoundly flawed. The bushoy is
telling the truth, but it no longer
has the impact and the passion of
' the truth he had blurted ouf to us
while Bob K-nnedy was still lying
there beginning to die from those
long-range, hollow-nosed bullets,
the most lethal type of ammunition
that can be used i1 that .22.
Still, it was interesting that this
- witness did not say to us in that
first, impressionable outburst, “I
wonder who that little drunk was,
in here drinking coffee and trying
- to sober up.” Yet that was to be the
story we would hear from Sirhan:
so drunk was he from two or three
Tom Collinses p rchased at one of
 the other candidate’s reception
rooms that he was in an alcoholic
stupor, unaware of where he was or
. even that he had squeezed the trig-
' ger when he emptied his revolver,
' firing into Bob Kennedy at point-
1 blank range.
! To buttress the “alcoholic wild
beast” theory a psychologist was to
testify later that he had served the
| defendant, in his cell, six ounces of
gin in four Tom Collinses over a|
-peried of 16 minutes and that Sir-
{han “went berserk.”” Such are the,
wonders of modern law, all dolled
.up with forensic psychiatrists and
! their alcohol-induced medical tests.
| Said 1;me repoiter at the trial, ‘;fxs a
1 psychiatrist he makes a helluva
¢hantendop)  One-and-a-HaIT omites!

e e e ie —a e e e e )




|| per_drink is I'ze the good old days.
X

|' at the Ambassador, we were lucky
. to be getting three-quarters of an
.ounce,” So if Sirhan was buying
i those Ambassador Collinses, three
, ounces, not six, is the more likely

“intake, and those spaced over a

» much longer period than 16 minytes
, as the young killer wandered from
'room to room, talking with many
jpeople and offering to buy them
i drinks before going back for his
1 gun and stationing himself in the
'pantry.

But to pick .up the thread of our
narrative on the night of June 4, the |

. surest hands that grabbed the as-
- sailant belonged to Rosey Grier,

. the giant ex-linesman for the -

* Rams, and Rafer Johnson, our de-
cathlon champion, aided by George
Plimpton, the celebarted mock-

_ athlete who now found himself part

, of an "impromptu but effective
amateur police, As for the actual

" police, sometimes foo much in
evidence, now they were some-
thing less than Johnnies-

, onthe-spot. It seemed a nerve-
wracking eternity that Rosey, Raf-
er, George and others held -their
slight, wiry prisoner on the metal

' gerving table while Bob lay on the

* floor holding heads a young Irish-
man had offered him — not a

t priest, as reported next day. There

: was a priest and finally a doctor,

but they came later, after Steve

Smith and young Justice Depart-
ent lawyer David Steiner made

repeated appeals from the platform

' in the now hysterical atmosphere of
the Ballroom.
| To the credit of “Big Daddy”
“Unruh, he urged us to resist the
+ temptation to strangle or stomp the

assassin. “We don’t want another
| Dallas.” And the black superstars

. also displayed supreme coo} in pin-

* ning the pint-sized gunman without
| - seriously injuring him. So a group
! of reporters, this one included, had .
{ an opportunity to observe Sirhan

i for nearly half an hour. Like the

i~ busboys who had seen him lurking

I there before the attack, we did not

- think he was drunk. Neither did he

i . seem to be in a trance.

- At the trial George Plimpton was

[ 'to testify that the defendant looked

; ~vpurged.” George is a friend of

¢ " ours, but we must say he was in-

.- dulging in a literary conceit, in

- flossy subjectivism to use

.- “purged,” a word that slick defense

t. counsel Grant Cooper happily em-'

|  braced in building his elaborate

{ case that his client was in a trance,,

{ having “programmed” himself,

|

i

'+ " through metaphysical Rosicrucian;
ezcreicee- to execute the crime.
i |- while mysteriously unaware wnar he

fose nighballs we weré=iimsmy

- ' tense, but hardly “purged.” He re-

! was doing so.” To the rest of us,
: Sirhenslscked simply pih‘ﬁéﬁ?zwfa, ‘.
"his eyes darting, frightened, in-

' minded me of a rat I once encount-
ered on the steps of my cellar. The
' rat stared at me and I stared at the °
rat, each of us afraid to move, both -
of us feeling equally trapped and |
threatened. A confrontation frieze.
When the police finally took over /
from the volunteer law-enforcers
and Bobby was rolled and bounced
to the waiting ambulance, a group
of us followed him out and then '
gravitated upstairs o the Kennedy
suite where we had been toasting
the candidate’s health less than an
hour before. “It was my fault,”
Rosey Grier was sobbing, ““I should
have been in front of him,” We'
tried . to console him: “How do you
“defend against a man with a hidden
revolver? If you're in front, he
moves to the side. If you're at his
side, he slips in behind —” But
Rosey was too far gone in grief. It ;
is hard to see a man that big, 300
pounds not fat but big, crying. And
not like a baby, like a man who '
knows what he has lost.
It was as if he were sobbing for
. all of us. And while Rosey sobbed
“uiconirollably, George™Ekimipion

D

was~ shaking visibly. Sifting negr
the bed with his head in his hands,
Charles Evers was moaning, ‘“Oh
God, how many have to go, how
many more, how many? Will it
ever stop?” Next fo him a young

black man we had seen earlier in ’

the ballroom: “You saw him. Was
he black? Oh Jesus, I couldn’t bear
it if a brother ...” We said he
looked brown, tan, and yet sallow,
maybe from the Philippines ...
“Because he was one of us,” the
young man said, barely hearing.
“A black man with a white skin.”
An hour passed. Plimpton, still
shaking went to the hospital, Half a
dozen people who had seen it hap-
pen huddled fogether for warmth.
Friends kneaded Rosey’s moose-
like neck and shoulders in an effort |
1::15 so much .tlo rfﬁf‘?lhis agoni};: ,
toexpress silent, futile symna
After 'hgﬂshad been sobhing for per-

R

Jeps=tve hours, he rose._sw: .
back and forth and then fell back '
on the bed with his eyes closed. 'l
.i We were afraid he might be :
'h‘aving a heart attack. A man,"
‘mountain on the outside, a warm, !
|emotional human being within, able |

[ . X
o tal=556pound linesmen-ape=tson |
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. country.” Would it not have been

' there for hours after the tragedy

ihe=playing field, be had been un-
idone by a 110-pounder with a gun
|that looked like a cap piﬁfm‘—};n“.;'f
iRoss Miller appeared. He was the
(black physician from Compton’
} (near Watts) who had been one of |
the first to answer the call for a'
doctor in the pantry.

Rosey was all right, he sald, it
was just the strain, “If only I eould |
have been between that bullet and !
the senator,” Rosey had been say- |
ing in his unexpectedly small voice. |
And Charles Evers still sat with his |
head bowed almost fo his knees, a:
dark supplicant for martyrs. i
l’ We stayed there until dawn, talk-
1ing with fellow eye-witnesses, fel-
| low mourners, too numb and dispir-'
f ited to go home. And here another:

unanswered question is provoked.-
| Maybe we have seen too many:
| ecrime movies where the case-
" hardened detective is on the spot.:
{ You remember the line: “Nobody
| leave this room.” In this case, one:
of the most catastrophic murders in!
American history, everybody left,
the roomb Upstairs were a dozen
| eyewitnesses, many of them report-l
| ers, who had seen the gunning an'd!
i the gunman at close range. Would;
i it not have seemed S.0.P..for inves-
tigators to return to the Kennedy,
[suite and qyestion all the people’
- there? There were a number who,
" had been ¢lose enough to Sirhan to
have b};ﬁ able to hear what he '

might have said during those criti-
cal 27 /minutes before the police
arrived, He said very little, but he
did speak a few sentences. Appar-
ently he did say, “I did it for my

better—nay, essential!—to get the
fresh and immediate observations
of these eye-witnesses, instead of
gefting around to many of them
months later when memories have
to be reconstructed? ;

Mayor Yorty likes to claim that |
the L.A.P.D. is the maost efficient
police force this side of Scotland '
Yard. But failure to inspect Kenne-
dy’s own suite and to question the
circle of friends who stayed on

would Indicate that the local force,
while not sinking to the depths of

t Dallas, hardly deserves an A rating |
! for its police work in the Ambassa- |
. dor Hotel that night. True, the com- ;
. puter at headquarters rapidly

traced the murder weapon to Sir-

" han Bishara Sishan. But it is also
. true that they did not get around to .

some key observers for many!

§months, if ever. Nor did the FBL A,

good deal of telling evidence, sorme
of which might have affected the‘
very nature of the case, was nevern
to have its day in court. !

(C) 1969, Newsday, Ine.
——— W
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