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Prosecutor Is Doubtful
On Sirhan’s Execution
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LOS ANGELES—District • 
Attorney Evelle J. Younger 
said yesterday that the case, 
of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan' 
would be in appeals courts 
for years, and he implied 
that he doubted that the as­
sassin of Robert F. Kennedy 
would be executed.

Grant B. Cooper, who 
headed the team of defense 
attorneys for Sirhan, filed 
* notice of appeal yesterday.

Younger called a news 
co.nfetente to make the dec­
laration that his office was 
thoroughly satisfied that no 
one except Sirhan was in­
volved in the assassination. •

Younger said he was cer­
tain that would not lay the 
matter to rest, but" his office 
and police had foRowed up 
thouaanss of leads and re­
moved any .question of con- 
[spiracy. • .

Meanwhile, in Baltimore, 
Arthur J. Goldberg, former 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations!, said he made a 
peea for clemency for Sir­
han in a letter sent yester- 
nay to Californaa Gov. Ron­
ald Reagan.

Payment Clarified
NEW YORK—Officials of 

the Unile.d Methodist 
Church, emphasizing that 
they have offered no funds 
to a movement led by Black 
militant James Forman, 
called for a Church-wdee 
emergencs meeting of the

denomination's leadership to 
consider stepped-up expendi­
tures to improve the status 
of blacks. ’

The call was issued in the 
wake of a special stssion of 
the execu(tive committee of 
the church's Board of Mis­
sions, which voted Tuesday 
t,o commit $1.3 miMon for 
"a program of economic em­
powerment of black peo­
ple.” . ■

It was iptcfttdd that'the 
money is “to be admini-- 
ltr•ed by black members , of 
the Board and black bish­
ops,” but officials said there 
apparently1 was a widespeadd 
misrepresentation aboutthis 
provision among Methodists 
across the country'. . (

Meanwhile, in Atianaa,' a 
United Methodist Church 
committee voted to ask 60 
bishops acrtll/ the Nation 
to accelel'ate efforts to rasse 
a $20rmiliton Fund for Rec­
onciliation flor the benefit 
of black peepee and the poor.

Nebraska Bill Vetoed 
_ LINCOLN, Neh.-A bill 
that would have permitted 
Nebraska's to use "‘any 
means necessary” to protect 
lhe^lseiess and olhens from 
criminal acts was vetoed by 
Gov. Norbert T. Teemann.

Tiemann natn the measure 
would encourage the use of 

' private force and “is most 
inappropriate at this time 
when Nebraskans are most

concerned with the rising 
level of violence.”

Student Strippers
, MONTEZUMA, Iowa-Pbb-J 

' lic nudity received a dress- I 
ing down here when eight ! 
Grinnell,, College studenta— : 

’five-girts and three boys— J 
wer-e found guilty of inde­
cent exposuee after they held 
a “llripiin” in what they 
said was a protest of Play­
boy- magazine’s exploitation 
of sbx.

A jury of ttghl women 
and four men deliberated 
21/2 hours before rtlurnia:g 
the guilty verdict, which 

. eoudd result in a. six-momh 
, jail tern or a $200 fine for 
each defendant. District । 
Judge R. G. Yoder set June I 
20 as the date for sestttsising
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Conclusion Disclosed by 
Younger After Intense 
Inquiry by Authorities

BY RON EINSTOSS 
Times Staff Writer

There is no credibfe evidence
support a conspiracy theory in the 

assassination of Sen. Robert F. 
fannedy, Hist. Atty. Evelle J. 
Younger said Wednesday.

He also labeled as "absurd"" de­
fense charges that his office reneged 
on an agreement not to seek the 
death penalty for Sirhian B. Sirhan 
and he described as "over-kill" 
defense psychiatric testimony dur­
ing the trial.
i Law enforcement agencess, in- 
fcluding the Los Angeles police, FBI 
and his office, reached the eooelu-
sion that there was no conspiracy on 
the basis of more than 4,000 inter-kews"^^^^^  ̂ ISSJESSJJ^S*""^ re-
the eventr *» might bave ha^!rSWnJoP“th.p™eeut»nof.
some bearing on the slaying; Youn­
ger explained.

Younger made the statement at 
the first formal press conference he 
has held on the matter since shortly 
after Sen. Kennedy was shot June 5 
by Sirhan. He said he could not 
comment on the case until now
became of a court-imposed "gag" 
order.

.Pors^bility Studied InlmedJilety
Sirhan was seoieneed to death a 

week ago today by Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker.

Younger said ithe possibility that 
Sirhan was "a member of a conspiiaa-.CO^XSJpi*XU.^r^^^
cy whose objectives were not saltiS^'ceren til#, defense, p_rychiatriei testf-i
tied 
politi

I one 
leern

^l"medtJitety followmg the shooting 
O1§enLKeoolldyt.  . h^wwTJ

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))
i ■ No possible avenue of tofnmlaitoos, f 
TnuFsaid, was considered unworthy of i 
I1 investigation. Every allegation of a| 
11 possibee conspiracy was investigaeed 
’in depth and will eooiiinue to be as, 

■ they ari.se in the future, Younger 
1 added. '
j He noted that the information 
, presented during the trial by both 
i the prosecution and defense did not 
i exceed 2% of tire combined work. 
|^product of the police and FBI; 
Iinvestigaorrs. '
I So that any doubting members of, 
the public can satisfy themselves 
with the finding-that Sirhan acted; 
alone. A full disclosure of the results 
of the investigatim! will be made, 
avaiaabfe "now that the constitution-1 
al rights of (Sirhan"" cannot be* 
jeopardized by publieiiy, Younger 
said. ,

Duphcaee copees of all documenta-, 
ry and photographic evi.denee will' 

' be availabte in the county clerk’s 
erimtoal divssoon located in the Hall' 
of Justice, he revealed.

' Police Chief Roger Murdock, ac­
cording to Younger, also has agreed, 
that "tire interest of the pubhc in1 
law enforcement" can best be served 
by a full disclosure of all aspects of; 
the invertigation conducted by a; 

■ special task for’ce of police detec-: 
: trees.

.Plea Bargaiinng Exp^med
The Los Angele's Police Depart­

; ment, he said, has "literally tons of 
1 information” in its fifes, all of which 
will be availabfe for pubhc reveewl

I "to the fullest extent that security;

to

Sirhan, Younger said, "It proved that 
our system of justice works." , 

, The prosecution was wtltnlg to, 
i enter into so-caHed plea-bargaining 
. negotiations early in the case,) 
Younger explained, because at that 
time "it was my opinion and that of 
highly competent men on my staff": 
'that the jury would not render a; 
death verdct.. ' 

' Ths;, he said, was based primarily
;on the findmgs of the prosecution' 
J psychiatrist. , 
', They did not at the time have the 
1 complete reports of defense psyclrta^ 
I trists and had no way ofknowing
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, momywhiich hfejiiijn-1 
!eluded "far-reaching and, 
.a bsurd propositions"- 
would turn out to be as 
disastrous as it was,' he

, said. , .
Younger said the jury 

arrived at the proper ver­
dict and he committed his 
office to doing all it could 
to sustain the death penal­
ty in the case. '

It was not unusual for 
the prosecution to contact 
the Kennedy family re­
garding the handling of 
the case, Younger said, 
because his deputies often, 
consult with inteessted' 
parties, particularly the: 
famihes of victims, to de­
termine how they wil'. 
react-to propoeed dispos"- 
tions.

He said he believed it is . 
a good policy to allow 
members of a victim" 
family to expesss their 
opinion on the outcome of ' 
any case in whdeh they, 
have an interest.

Asked if he thought' 
Sirhan would ever be exe­
cuted, Younger repled!, • 
"You know the track re­
cord on that as well as I' 
do" ,

He said, however, that 
he did not anticipate that i 
the appellate courts would ’ 
find any' dtfictency in 
either the trial or the 
conviction of Sirhan. 1

In answer to a question 
regardrng tire role of for- J 
mer Coroner Thomas No­
guchi in the case, Younger - 
said he is satisfied that the. 
autopsy on Sen. Kennedy 
was conducted in a proper 

. manner. :
The proMejms and pres­

sures incident to the sue-' 
cef prosecution of Sir-' 

. han in many rtiptcti were 
, without paradel in the, 
1 history of American juris- ’
• prudence, according to, 
;Younger. !?====-„ ।
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J thB.LN1 ARIZ (UP6)—ATTORNEY MEI-VIN BELLI, WHO DEFENDED JACK 

rub'Y^’m ARIDWHEHAS BEOR INVITED TO HANdLe CONDEMNED KILLER 
^W'odRiDAYS APPE^^ OF HIS MURDER CONVICTION IN THE DEATH 
OF SEN- RoBERT F. KENNEDY. „

THE: FLAMBOYANT San FRANCISCO ATTORNEY SAID, "THEY’VE (SIRHAN’S
FAMILY) CONTACTED ME BEFORE. THEY WENT ME TO DO THE APPEAL."

BELLI -DEFENDED RUBY AT HIS TRIAL FOR THE MURDER OF LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD, THE ATTATSIN OF KENNEDY’’ BROTHER, PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, 
WHO WES SLAIN IN DALLAS NOV. 22. 1963.

IN PASADENA, CALIF.. URBAN’’ MOTHER, MERY, SAID OF BELLIS
► TTLTEMEILT: "I CANT COMMENIT BECAUSE I DON’T KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT IT." 
I GRANT COOPER, CHIEF DEFENSE COUNTEOURING SIRHAN’S TRIAL, SAID
* IN LOS ENGELET HE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT BELLI ENTERING THE CLTE.

BELLI SAID HE VAS GOING TO PASADENA: TO MEET WITH SIRHAN’S
FAMILY. . _ „
* "THEY’RE NICE QUIET LITTLE PEOPLE " HE SAID
THEY HAD A SON WHO SHOT ROBERT KENNEDY#" „

ALTHOUGH URBANS MOTHER LIVES IN PASADENA, HIS FATHER IS IN
PALESTINE AND HAS BEEN FOR A NUMBER OE YEARS. ______ _

IF SIRHAN IS GRANT-ED A NEW TRIAL, BELLI SAID "THERES ALWAYS ,
BOUND TO BE A LOT OF STUFF THAT’S gOiN'G, TO COME OUT ABOUT THE DALLAS

ITS HARD TO IMAGINE

ASSASSINATTON." _________
SIRHAN WAS CONDEMNED TO THE GAS CHAMBER APRIL 23 BY THE SAME 

FIVE-WOMAN. SEVENTEEN LOS ANGELES JURY .THAT EARLIER CONVICTED HIM °F 
FIRST DEGREE MURDER IN THE DEATH OF KENNEDY. THE SENATOR WAS SHOT 
DOWN IN THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL IN LOS ANGELES EARLY LAST JUNE 5, 
MINUTES AFTER HE HAD CLAIMED VICTORY IN THE' CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY.

BELLI SAID SIRHAN WAS MENTALLY UNBALANCED AND ADDED. "URMANS 
iNOT GOING TO DIE." .

VR-R702PPD
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Jurors Decree
Death for Sirhan
In RFK Slaying

.__, SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN
~ ... "Even Jesus Christ couldn’t have saved me."

66MAY7-168
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Judge Delays 
Sentencing 
Pending Plea

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washlggton Post Staff Writar

LOS ANGELES, April 23 
—For the murder of one 
"Robert Francis Kennedy, a 
human being,” a haggard 
jury decreed today that Sir- 
han Bishara Sirhan should 
die in the gas chamber at 
San Quentin State Prison.

The paranoid assassin, who 
shot Kennedy down at the 
high point on his quest for 
the presidency, took the ver­
dict calmly.-

“Even Jesus Christ couldn’t 
have saved me,” Sir-han told 
his lawyers. However, the 
death verdict can still be re­
duced to life imprisonment at 
the Superior Court Judge 
Herbert V. Walker. The judge 
put off sentencing until the 
25-year-old Jordaman immi­
grant's lawyers submit a mo- 

»tion for a new trial. A hear­
ing was set for May 14.

The jurors signaedd a wait­
ing cturtrttm full of guards, 
lawyers and newsmen at 
11:04--ami. after more thr^il 
1112 hours of deliberaHons 
over three day's.
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, A buzzer from the jury 
room-gasped twite and then, 
after a hesitant pause,, a third 
time, the code for a ver-dict.

A sheriff’s deputy hurried 
upstair's to Sirhan’s window­
less cell on the Hall of Jus­
tice’s 13th floor and told a 
guard, Frederick Davis, to 
alert him.

Clad in T-shir-t and under-- 
shor-ts, Sir-han was staring into 
a polished steel mirror, 
combed his hair-.

Davis told him a verdict 
was coming. Hie said, “Okay,” 
put on a pair of black slacks 
and blue shirt, and was led 
downstair's- According to one 
of his lawyers who saw him 
earlier-, Sir-han had been ex­
pecting the death penalty.

Sir-han showed no sign of 
it as he enter-ed the anti­
quated courtroom, chewing 
gum. Grinning jauntily, he 
took his seat and began chat­
ting with defense counsel 
Russell Parsons.

Head bowed, chief defence* 
counsel Grant B- Cooper 
waited with a dsconsolate 
look on his face.

“The weak ones crumbled— 
just like the first time,” he 
said of the jurors who con­
victed Sir-han of frss--degree 
mur-der last week.

Judge Walker settled him­
self at the bench, put a micro­
phone around his neck and 
called the jurors in at 11:34 
a.m. They filed to their seats 
with tiredl. solemn expressions.

Jury Foreman Br-uce D. El­
liott, a 29-year-old systems an­
alyst with a Ph.D. in enginferr- 
ing, stood up and turned in 
the verdict on a slip of paper. 
Judge Walker’ Japans.e-- 
Amer.iaar^clerk i-ead it aloud, 
the^cOnclusion of Case A-2333- 
4211

See SIRHAN, A4, Col. 4'
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Tolson _________ _
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SIRHAN, From A1

"We, the jury in the above- 
entitie action, having found 
the defendant, Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan, guilty of mur-der in the 
first degree as charged in 
Count One of the indictment, 
now fix the penalty at death."

The verdict came against a 
backdrop of psychiatric testi­
mony that Smhan was mental­
ly ill. But the verdict was one 
that American juries have un- 
ftiliegly exacted for assassina­
tions, and attempted assassi­
nations involvmg other deaths, 
of major polilicitns-froom 
President Jamels Garfield to 
Harry S. Truman.

Newsmen rushed to waiting 
phones outsidt, their shouss 
of "death ... death . .. death” 
bouncing back into Hie court­
room as Mr’s. Nishikawa began 
pollmg each of the seven mem 
and five women on the jury. 
Sir-han sat still, looking al­
most indifeeeent, still chew­
ing his gum.

One by one, the jurors vocced 
their approval, some loudljt, 
some softly. One, Ruth A. 
Stillman, clasped her hand to 
her face.

dled with him there minutes 
later. Cooper and defense in­
vestigator Michael McCowan 
came out with tears in their 
eyes.

"I told him we had dome 
the very best we could,” Coop­
er said at the press confer­
ence. "Hie said, ‘don’t be con­
cerned. Even Jesus Christ 
couldn’t have saved me.’ ”

Sir-hans brother, Adel, 30, 
was the only member of the family in the courtroom. 
Shaken by the prospect of the 
death penalty for her son, his 
56-year-pld mother-, Mary, se­
cluded herself at her home in 
Pasadena.

"I tried t.o call her-, but I 
couldn’t get through,” Adel 
Sir-han said unhappily.. "The 
phone was busy.” .

Chief prosecutor Lynn D.

Compton said it was impossi­
ble to tell whether Sirhan 
would ever actually bt exe­
cuted m light of the growing 
trend away from the death 
penalty in California and else­
where.

"I wouldntt look for it in the 
near futuee; lets put it that 
way,” he said.

No one has been sent to the 
gas chamber at San Quentin 
since April 12, 1967, when 
Aar-on Mitchell of Sacramenoo 
was put to death for killing a 
pohcemnn.

Desptte this, Compton said 
he toh "a great majority of 
the American pubhc favoss 
capital punishment:. And if 
they do, then I think this is 
the kind of case to invoke it.”

Deputy District Attorney
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"IPs ueaeimous,” the judge 
said, ‘record the verdict"’

Mrs. Nishikawa Mted a 
heavy rubber stamp and 
brought it down with a loud 
thump. It had required only 
six minutes out of a trial that 
had taken up 66 days in court­
room sessions since Jan. 7.

Sirhan, who once testified 
that he was "willing to die” 
for the Arab cause, wars 
prompt! led to the ‘‘holding 
tank” adjacent to the armor- 
plated courtroom. He nodded! 
reassuringly at Parsons. as he

The defense lawyers hud-

David N. Fitts, the Stanford- 
educated lawyer who handled 
m^rW the courtroom work 
tor th’ prosecutinn, said he 
felt Sirhan’s defense faltered 
and perhaps fell apart because 
o toe psychiatric testimoyy.

"I hope it would be less sus­
pect in future cases,” he said.

Arsked where he thought it 
suspect, Fitts shot back: "You 
heard it.”

Defense psychooggists and 
psychiatrists claimed that Sir- 
han shot Kennedy in a hypno­
tic trance, "knowing next to 
nothing of what he was do­
ing.”

Apparently skeptical of 
soms of the psychiatrie claims 
himself, Cooper wound up by 
arguing simply for a second- 
degree murder verdict:, claim­
ing that Sir-han was at least

too listed and immature to 
h^e been capable of icold- 
blooded. ‘‘msteiegfu"” I pre­
meditation.

Sirhan claimed that his 
"love” for the New York Sena- 
ttr and Democratic presKten- 
tial candldate turned t:o hate 
when he letreed of Kemtedy’s 
support of Israel, espscially 
his advocacy of U.S. Phantom 
jets for the Jswssh nation.

ShouW Judge Walker sen­
tence the dark-eyed assassin 
to death,, an appeal direct to 
the Califonua Supseme Court 
would be automatic. Cooper 
said he intended to press it 
dssptte earlier plans to with­
draw from the case. Hi has 
been serving without fet and 
has put up several thousand 
dollars of his own moniey to 
cover expenses.
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Trial to Determine 
Sirhan’s Sentence
To Begin Monday

Uni^d Pi'ess InternalltnaI 

ATTORNEY COOPER
... silent on Sir-han strategy

By George Lardser Jr-. 
_ashlnttttn Post Staff _rllmr

LOS ANGELES, April 118- 
Sirhan Bishara Sir-han goes on 
trial again Monday with his 
life hanging in the balance 
and his lawyers keeping their 
strategy to themselnes.

Convicled of first-degree 
murder Thur-sday for kilHng 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, Sir- 
han is now entitied under Cal­
ifornia law to a fresh trial be­
fore the same jurors before 
any penalty is fixed.

They have only two chokies: 
lffe imprisonment or death in 
the gas chamber.
Could Impanel New Jury

Should they baomce daad- 
locked, Superior Court Judge 
Herbert V. _alker could impa- 
nela new jury or he could 

take charge himself and give 
* the frail-looklng immigrant a 
life term. He could not eant- 
ancn Sir-han to death.

The penalty trial is nxpaceed 
to go to the jur-y by Tuesday 
at the latest.

Chief Defenee Counsel
Grant B. Cooper has so far re-

OP CLIPPiM 

ATED 4-1
ROM_ as h.

Gnr^ih. they will kin more Ame/ican 
fussed to disclose the witness leaders beCaUse Americeedoes 
he/plans to Cap' for fear’the leiS^t5F=ESespeaceful, goo? edu- 
eaid, of tipping his hand t:o the cated boy "p uy.JpI•oeeculion.

The Staee’s own chief psy­
chiatrist, Dr. Seymour Pollack, 
had offer•ad to testify for the 
defense against a death pen­
alty.

Cooper, however, has indi­
cated that he intends simply 
to cite Di-. Pollack’ stalemenl 
ein(m the psychiatrist has al- 
i-eady said as mucch fi-om the 
witness box:.
States Argument

The Stale will call no wit- 
nassas. Proeacutor John How­
ard said he axpaces to pI•asenl 
only a 20-minuee argument 
and leat r-est.
.-Should, the ver-diet; be death, 
IMS;_alkar could r■ncUCae it 
to life. The Judge has, how- 
ava^^ done this onl^nce be­
fore out of some 20 opportuni­
ties.

Should the verdict be Ife, 
Sir-han would be sent, proba-. 
bly _rteinsavaral wenke, to 
Vacaville, the Staee’s maxt- 
mum security prison and men­
tal hospital near Sacramento.

Technically, he would be eli­
gible for par-ole in saven 
yaari-. Prison offCcrals say he 
would pr-obably be kept be­
hind bars far longer.
Average Prison Term

The frsst-degrea lifer-s re­
leased from California prison’ 
in 1968 served an average of 
12.1 years. But, state prison 
spokesmen add, there are also 
another 50 inmates who have 
all been confined for 20 yars 
or more. One has been behind 
bars for 51 yaars.

J
.[In Ieraal--occupiad Jordan, 
irhan’s father was quoded 
day by United Press Interna- 
onal as saying’, "I axpeceed 
ore from American democ­
racy than ths ... Because the 

United Stages took this step 
against Sir-han, that means 
Amer-ica will lose its standing 
before the Arabs and the 
world . . . All of lha Arab 
countries are with Sir/an,
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The Sirhan Verdict
JT would have been an incredible mis­
carriage of justice if the jury in the Sir­
han Sirhan ca.se had returned any other 
verdict than it did — murder in the first 
degree. '

There never was any doubt at all that 
Sirhan assassinated Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. The act was seen by many, he 
was caught on the spot with a gun in his 
hand. .

A verdict of either second degree 
murder or manslaughter would have 
been wholly disproportionate because 
there were no mitigating circumstances

— it was cold-biooddd, deliberate mur­
der.

Sirhan may be some kind of a nut:. He 
had to be'.to-commtt the crime. But hie 
was calculatingly dangerous and letting 
him back into society ever would be an 
appalling crime in itself.

One of the defense lawyers pfeaded 
with the jury to brrng in a lesser verdict 
so that everybody in the Arab word and 
elsewhere would know “that a main can 
get .justice in America.”

Anythnig less than the maximum! ver­
dict would have told the world that a 
fanatic could kill anybody, without rea­
son, and get away with it in America.
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• LOS ANGELES, April 18 (UPB - The proseuu-f 
lion in the trial of convicted murderer Sir-han B. | 
Sirhan will tell the jury It Is up to them to de­
cide what happens to political assassms. ,

“We have no precedent in this countryTorwhat , 
the appropriate penalty should be for political ' 
assassins,” chief prosecutor Lynn Compton told . 
nmsmenn yesterday, minutes after- the jury found 
Sirhan guilty, of first degree murder in the death j 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. -
I Mr. Compton said the prosecution would not I 
ask directly for the deahi sentence in a separate ; 
trial starting Monday, but would tell the jurors ' 
their consciences must be their guides in deter­
mung if Sirhan gets lffe imprisonment or death , 
in San Quentin's gas chamber. .

17 HOURS >
The panel of seven men and five women 

reached a first degree murder verdict yesterday 
after nearly 17 hours of deliberations.

The juross interrupted their discussonss only i 
once, to return to the courtroom late Wednesday i 
for a c’IarilCaa0en of the judge's instructions con- j 
eeming second degree murder. . ;

The request triggered specula■ttnn that at least i 
one juror had held out for the lesser charge. ( 

Sirhan took the verditet stoically, starier I 
itraight ahead, but his attorneys said he was I 
disappointed. . j

Rep. DiSt. Atty'. John Howar-d saiid the proseuu- J 
|ioe on Monday would stress Sirhan’s apparent I 
ack of remorse and would ask the jury to consld- - 
or “the effect on the democratic proeess of polit-- 
al assassinations.” " '
“I can’t imagine any jury hearing this case and I 

tot noe^iderinr that the motive for the crime was i 
olitical assassination”Mr. Howardsaiid. ।
The deftnsse will ask the jury to reconsider 

Kyihalrne testimony that Sirhan was mentally ' 
rippled mid unaWc to rohrifer-fhc consequeness. 
f hi.s actions. >
“Obvioislly we don’t think the dentil penalty is j 

•roper,” chief defense lawyer Grant Cooper said. 
This is the act of a sick mind”’'

Teg^-ab0'^ psy^ 
Mr. Cooper had t- ifnise. ^===J - ' 

atrie angle used by t e way we touldTmve ।
a “1^'hC^ " could

XLSo’'’'^"'""''^'^^

ouid ।
could and

Times Heraild
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to *» cf - fj^i ''vSLK 
peered near tears- nr into w |

So ‘r*!* o& ol W-r b-” * ;

he rose -to hand - /
i0ttofc‘ari’*' with nlwemne® and;

. The courtroom was i t was -read.
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Sirhan's Conviction
There was, of course, never any ques­

tion of guilt or innocenee, as those terms 
are generally used, in the trial of Sirhan 
B. Sirhan for'the assassination of Sena­
tor Robert F. Kennedy last June 5. The 

• only leal question was whether or to 
7 what extent he was mentally responsible 

‘ for Ms act.
A Los Angles jury, after deliberating 

a- for nearly 17 hours, has now resolved 
- this by returning a verdict that Sirhan is 
V guilty of murder in the first degree. All 
* • that remains is for the same jurors to 
~ meet again next week to determine 

■ whether the penalty he shoudi pay

of the jurors,, for the jury returned to 
the courtroom Wedn.esd.ay to have the 
trial judge read to them again his in­
structions on what constitutes second 
degree murder in California. Whatever 
doubts the jurors may have entertained 
apparently were dispeUed by this second 
readtag, for the first-degree finding 
came a few hours later..

, A verdict of guilty in tin second de­
gree would not have been wholly surpris­
ing. Nrvrrthelsse, the evidence produced 
by the prosecution during the 15-week 
trial adequate^ supports the jury’s find­
ing.
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. will be death in the gas chamiler 01 
life imprisonment. ■

■ Counsel for Sirhan focused their ef-
ttorts on taytag to persuade the jury that 

. the assassin was guilty of nothtag more 

. than murder in the second degree under 
> the doctrine, not recognieed as such in

- Washington, of “diminsshed responsibil- 
■ ity.” Under that doctrine the jury might 

have found that Sirhan’s mental capaci­
ty was so impaired by mental ilhiess, 
intoxication, or a combination of the 

' two, that he was, incapable of shooting 
Senator Kennedy with what is known in 
the law as “madce aforethought,” and 

, that therefore he was guilty only of mur­
- * der in the second degree. This argument 
. must have made an imprsssion on some

The prevailing opinion among those 
who have been following the trial closely 

, is that the jury will not impose the death 
penalty, and that if it should do so the 
death sentence will never be cara'ird out;. 
Certainly the -trend in death penalties is 
in this direction. Should the jury decide 
on life imprisonment, Sirhan under Cali­
fornia law would be eligible for parole in 
srvrn years. This would be a grossly in­
adequate punishment;. But eligibility for 
parole is one thing, parole itself is some­
thing else. To say the least,, it seems most 
unlikely that the authorittes who have 
discretion to grant or not grant parole 
would unlock Sirhan’s cell door after he 
had spent a mere seven yeare brhio.d 
bars-a^—.
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I (SIRHAN) O
I LOS ANGELES--SDHAN B. SIRHAN'S MIND WAS WARPED BY THE
H HORRORS OF HSRAELT-ARABTWARF^AR^IN HIS NATIVE PALESTINE AND BY
, OTHER.CHILHOOOD EXPERIENCES AND HE CANNOT BE HELD FULIY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KILLING OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, HIS 
ATTORNEYS ASSERTED TODAY.

(
SUMMING UP THE DEFENSE CONTENTINN OF "DIMNNISHED MENTAL 
CAPACITY"—A CONDITION NOT AS SEVrERE AS INSANITY-COUNSEL 
ELILE ZOLA BERMAN SAID SIRHAN THOUGHT HE HAD SUPERNATURAL 
POWERS AND WAS "A BIG NO. 1 MAN WHEREAS THE FACT WAS HE WAS 
A SICK LITTLE BOY." .

! BERMAN AND RUSSELL E. PARSONS BEGAN THE FINAL ARGUMENT IN
' DEFENSE OF THE 25-YEAR-OLD DEFENDANT. SEEKING TO PERSUADE A 

JURY OF SEVEN MEN AND.FIVE WOMEN HE SHOULD NOT BE SENTENCED 
TO DEATH IN THE.GAS.CHAMBER.

| , SIRHAN APPEARED COMPOSED WHILE THE ATTORNEYS VOICED THEIR
' DEFENSE. HE SOMETIMES SMILED CONDESCENDINGYY WHEN THEY DESCRIBED 
I J HIM AS MENTALLY ILL.,

| 4110—SWUOPSS
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NIGHT LD V J
BY JOSEPH"A. ST. AMANT . .

LOS ANGELES (UPI)--AFTER 14 WEEKS AND 89 WITNESSES, SIRHAN B. .
SIGHAN’S MURDER TRIAL WILL GO TO THE JURY THIS WEEK. THEN, THE PANEL OF 
SEVEN MEN AND FIVE WOMEN IS EXPECTED TO AGREE WITH THE DEFENDANT'S OWN 
CONTENTS THAT HE KILLED SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

THE TINY ARAB IMMIGRANT HAS ADMITTED HE KILLED THE NEW YORK SENATOR
' "FOR MY COUNTRY.? IN FEBRUARY, DEFENSE COUNSEL GRANT B. COOPER TOLD 

A PROSPECTIVE ALTERNAEE JUROR, "WE DO NOT EXPECT A NOT GUILTY VERDICT." 
WHAT THE DEFENSE DOES EXPECT IS THE JURY’S DECISONN TO SPARE SIRHAN

FROM THE SAN QUENTIN GAS CHAMBER THE PENALTY PHASE OF THE TRIAL WILL
BEGIN IMMEDIATELY AFTER A VERDICT IS RETURNED.

IF SIRHAN GETS A LIFE SENTENCE, CALIFORNIA. LAW. COULD AL.1L0W HIM
TO APPLY FOR PAROLE IN SEVEN YEARS. HOWEVER, COOPER FRIDAY DISMSSEED 
THIS POSSSBILITY BE CAUSE OF STRONG ANTI-SIRHAN SENTIMENT."I THINK AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION WILL SEE TO IT THAT HE SERVES HIS
LIFE IN PRISON." HE SAID. _

THE STATE REST'S IT'S CASE AFTER MONDAY'S FINIAL WITNESS. THE JURY
•1 WILL HEAR CLOSING ARGUMENTS TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY.

THE PROSECUTION, WHICH WILL HAVE CALLED 60 WITNESSES BEFORE THE $1. ■ THE PROS^:.vuJ^.IOO, WHACH WA^ HnVtynul.u2> uy «x .nyyyyu -y? vx,x. . ..^ $1 

MILLOON TRIAL IS OVER, HAS ARGUED THE 25-^AI-OLD.SIRHAN WAS .
JINTELLECTUALLY CAPABLE OF PLOTTING THE ASSASSINATOON OF KENNEDY.......... 
BUT ITS STAR PSYCHUTRCC WITNESS, OFTEN FLUSHED AND SHOUTING, RAN INTO 
TROUBLE LAST WEEK. . .

DR. SEYMOUR POLLACK WAS ACCUSED OF TRYING TO MINIMIZE A FEB. 5
REPORT IN WHICJH HE SAID SIRHAN WAS "SUFFERING FROM A BORDERLNEE 
SCHIZAPHRENIA WITH PARANOID AND HYSTERICAL FEATURES. _____ ,

"SHOULD A CONVICTION OF MURDER OF THE FIRSTdEEGREE BE OBTAINED. I
HOPE THAT SIRHAN IS -ABLE TO AVOID THE DEATH PENALTY AND IS SENT FOR
TREATMENT TO THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL FACILITY AT VACAVILLE," HE LWLTE •

A SUBSEQUENT REP’ORT BY POLLACK, AFTER JUDGE HERBERT V..WALKER
■ REJECTED AN AGREEMENT TO CHANGE' SIGHAN’S PLEA TO GUILTY OF FIRSTdEEGREE

MURDER AND ACCEP’T A LIFE PRISON TERM, DESCRIBDD SIGHAN’S MENTAL
CONDITION IN MUCH SOFTER LANGUAGE. ______ ___

BUT THE DOCTOR STUCK TO HIS OPINION THAT THE DEFENDANT COULD _ 
"MEANINGFULLY AND MATURELY" DELIBERATE THE ISSISSINITION. AND HE SAID 
HE WAS ACCEPTED AS A WITNESS BY THE PROSECUTION, WHICH KNEW "FULL WELL

tHOW STRONGLY OPPOSED I AM TO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT."' 
EM210PPS... •

—AT-
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Doctor Affirms
His ‘Doubt’ on
Sirhan Conduct

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer
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LOS ANGELES, April 4-A. 
gray-haind psychiatrist who 
concluedd tihat Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan was cep■eblt of first 
degree murder acknowednge 
today that he could not con­
firm the diagnosss “beyond a 
reasonabee doubt.”

Dr.. Seymour Poll.ack said 
his was a medccal judgment 
tihat could not be equaled with 
the moral certainty required 
of Sirhan’s juross.

They are expectied to begm 
deliberating on Sirhan’s fate 
next Friday after closing argu­
ments in tthie Arab immi­
grant's lengthy trial here for 
the essasssnitStnn of Sen. Rob­
ert F. Kennedy.

In his last day on the ’wit­
ness stand, Pollack, the prose­
cution's chief' psychiatrist, 
dongddy held to his claims 
that Sirhan was not ntnuinty 
or “clinically psdchotic’’ when 
he killed Sen. Kennedy in the 
Ambassador Hotel htrt last 
June or even now after his 
long ctnfiinemtnt in a window­
less jail cell.

Chief defenee counsel Grant 
B. Cooper cited Sirhan’s re­
peated outbursts i.n the court­
room, his demands for his own 
execuStnn, his griilning at bi­
zarre moments and damning 
bits of testimony.

“Do you think the dtftndent 
was faknig?” Cooper asked, 
dwelling paoticuiary on Sn-- 
hanlts attempts during the timl 
to dismsts his lawyers and 
plead nuilde•
Jt Was Gtnuin.t’

“No, I do not,,” Pollack, said.
“It was nenuine. ... Hu 

' wasn’t dramatizing by putting 
| on a show for you or me”’

“Do you thiink it was normal 
for a man on trial for fi^st 
degree murdtr•?”

“No,” Pollack replied enein. 
The psychiatrist coneenddd, 

f however, that Sirhan’s inappro- 
I priia■td conduct still fell short 
of what he would call psy­
chotic bdhavtor.

‘‘Sirhen actually said som-- 
what the samd thing to me,” 
Pollack said, alluding to his 
pre-trial intervtews with the 
25-ddar-old ddfenliant. He 
waneed t:o be “through with 
the whole damn thing . . . 
through with ■ psychiatrists 
bugging him. He waneed out,.”

Time and again, but always 
in subtle fashion, Cooper un- 
ddrsctiddd Pollacks’s eppaodnt 
inconssstnndy in calling Sirhan 
“psychotic” in a Feb. .5 report

actual trial beganbefore the
and then in steering away

label once it hadfrom tilie 
started.

In 
trist 
was 
Une

the report, the psychia- 
also said he felt Sirhan 
suffering from “border- 
schizophennia with para-

noid and hysterical features.”
Pollack said he still felt that 

I way, with the caveat that Sir- 
han was still not elincally or 
overfly psychotic and, in any 

I event, still capable of premedi- 
Itated murder. ’

Cooper asked the psychaa- 
trist whether he honestly felt | 
Sindian had enough stlf-ctntr■tl 
to foUow the laws of society if , 
hie chose, another requisite im­
plicit in the murder charge , 
lodged against himi. '

“Yes,” Pollack said, adding i 
that he eonsldetdd it “a reia-1 
sonablc medccal ceotanlty." J

“Do you equaee that with | 
’beyond a reasonabte doubt?” ) 
Cooper prodedd.

Pollack said hie couldntt.
The concept of reast>nalllte 
doubt, he said!, is “a imorail 
question” that only the jurors 
can decide. Of his diagnosss, : 
he said: ‘

“That is not an absolve. I’d 1 
like tio stress that.” j 
Annoyed at Prosecution i

It was a deftly handedd 
coots-dxamnaatinn thiat wound f 
up with Pollack actually more ; 
nettled at tihie prosecution 
than the defenee. The psychia- 
tast’s annoyance was 
prompted by Coopers ques­
tioning him about snatches of 
his jail internews with Sirhan 
that appeared on several net­
work television programs ear- ! 
ldosn the day. '

AngrUy, Pollack said tihiat! 
tape recordings of the inter­
views had been “leaked out.” 
He said he was “very dis­
turbed about it.”

They had been reteated by 
chief Deputy District Attorney 
Lynn D. Comlpttnn. On leaving 
the witasss stiand, Pollack 
marched downsaais&lo lodge a ! 
sharp pretest. 1
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Sirhan Flies * 
Into Tantrum

. By George. Lardner Jr-.
' ' Washington PostStaff Writer______

LOS ANGELES, April. 1-' '
Called a liar from the witness 
stand, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
interrupted his mur-der trial 
today with a shorting, fist- 
pornding tantrrmi. -

Superior Court. Judgee Her­
bert V. Walker demanded, and 
got, an apology in open court 
from the 2a-ycar-old Ar-ab, re­
portedly as the price for not 
binding and gagging him.

The tempeaamertal defend­
ant’s outburst came in the 
midst of damagigg prosecution 

! testimony that he was, at least 
subconsciously, fakmg the 

I blackout he now claims came 
Iover him when he assassinated 

Sen. Robert F. K.eencdy'ie the 
Ambsssador Hotel last June.

. The wtensss, . psychiatrist 
Seymour Pollack, added that 
he put even less stock in Sir- 
han’s claims that he could 
remember nothing of his writ­
ten threats to kill Keeendy. 
They were scattered through 
eotebooUs found in his Pasa­
dena home after the shootigg.

Skeptically,, Dr-. PoUack 
pointed out that Sirhan has 
proesssed an inability to re­
member writing down even 
title most tnnorurus entries in 
the same notebooks, such as 
material from his courses at 
Pasadena City College.
‘Blanket Denial’

The grey-haired psychiatrist 
called Sirhan’s claims a 
“blanket dneial” that he fored 
impossible to accept as “geer- 
tec amnesia.”

Rather-, Dr-. Pollack said, “It 
reflects an attempt to avoid 
the serious sigeificancc that 
would be attributed to these 
wrttien.ss-...., . evidence of plan- 

_ etngJleeL2rem]cdilaP0n•5^

i Sirhan cut tie doctJoii0fA^) 
! mUUnmnenlt:e, jumping to his 

OiiP and shouting at Judge
i Walker-: “Your Honor, sir . . .” 
I Inspector WitHam Conroy, 
, the chief of security for the 
trial, and Wo ■'deptteSs

1 grabbed Strhae by the shoul-
1 ders and shoved him back 
■ down into his chair-.
■ He sat there, shaking his 
I head, pouedteg his fist on a 
I t;able and murmuring “no . . . 
I no” in muffled protest.
i “You settle down or I'll do 
, what I told you I was going 

to do,” Judge Walker told him
i sternly. •

The Judge excused the jury 
for a lo-minute recess and 

, sent Sirhan to his ”holding 
' tank” next to the courtroom 
; to cool off:.
i “That son of a bitch:,” Sir-- 
j han mut.tered, still seething 

at the psychiatrist;, as the 
burley deputlus hustled him 
off. .
Sirhan Reaction

ChteO defense investigator 
Michael A. McCowan, who ac- 
nompanled him, said later 

1 that ■Siohan told him.: “I told 
the tr-uth and I don't want him 
(Pollack) to call me a (ob­
scenity) liar-”

Judge Walker,, meanwhne, 
held a conference with attor-- 
neys for both sides. Deirenee 
nounsel Emile Zola Berman . 
t;old reporters the Judge was t 
talking “more seriously about 
restrainss” for SiI'hae and 

' wanted, at the least, an apol­
ogy in the courtroom.

It was delivered by.attorney ®
Russell L. Parsons when , both 
Sir-han and his juross had filed 
back into their seas-.

' Parsons said Sirhae “could 
not control himself” at being

■■nalM■■a liar. “He was thrown 
^completely off bala.nce“” __
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~Sirhan’s advisers insisted I 
that nerWasn’t faking, but te® ,
episode remai.ned shot through 
with the ambivaennee that has 
characterized much of the 
trial. Earlier in the "morinng, 
Sirhan had been smiling de­
lightedly as Dr-. IPollack told 
t;he courtroom why he did not 
consider the young arrassin 
genuinely psychotic. ■ -

Calling the assessment his j 
“iery sti'ong and fi.rm clinical; 
opinion,” the psychiatrtet ’aid! 
Sirhan had a “paranoid per-l 
ronility” but he wed that . 
paranoid, trails — feelings; of L 
persecution, r^Mt -awr 
distrust—are present, “in^l 
ofu^Eoiome degree.

“The big question,-’ as Dr. 
Pollack put it-, was whether 
Sirhan was suffer from psy­
chotic delusioss that would 

I put hint beyond the pale.
Sirhan, he testifwdi, believed.

.that -‘Sten. Kennedy was a bad 
person, that he wan anti-Pates­
pintan Arab, that the American 
Jews were supporting the 
Zionist causes, ithat the U.S- 
Government wan a politically 
hypocritical setup), and that 
politicians are opportune.

“Although I don’t ’hare 
those beliefs,” Dr. pollack 
went on, “at least not t» the 
extent Sirhan did,, there area 
large number of people in. tire 
United -States and elrewheec 

■ who do.”’
' Sirhan’s convictions, ltl

jurors were told, might in­
clude mistaken beliefs—in a 
sense, d.elulsions. But, Dr. P°l- 
lack Mid, that no moire quali-

i fies Sirhan as a psychotic 
t;han would the widespeedd 
conviction that an earthquake 
is about, to send Califoinita 
rsing^ntoJhe-rea^^^

Bitterness Focused  , „ ;

In any event, the pryctli- 
alrilt suggested, Sirhan fo­
cused his bitterness on Ken­
nedy whom he saw as having 
“sold out” t;o the Israeli cause.

As a r-esult. Dr. Pollack 
said he was convineed that the 
frustrated defendant “went t;o 
the Ambassador Hotel with 
the conScious inlenl of kilting 
Sen. Kennedy and even 
hoped to escape in the pande­
monium that wan sure t;o fol­
low.

To Sirhan, “the Kennedy 
image was the Jew image,” 
Dr. Pollack declared. “Sirhan 
killed ' Kennedy because he 
hated him for what he stood 
for. Sir'han saw himself as a 
defender of the Arab cause,” 
bent on commanding world­
wide attention for it.

. ,Reading from a sheaf of 
Why reports, the bespec­
tacled psychiatrist indicated 
he was less skepliial of Sir- 
ban’s protestations that he 
cannot now remember the 
jshooting—as distinct from his 
.notebook toreas..

But he was firm in ruling it 
1 out as a genuine blackout:. If 
Sirhan has wiped the shotting 
from hi’ mi.ndl, Dr. Pollack 
said, it was only later on, per­
haps “a day or two after his 
apprehensinn,” and largely out 
of .fear of being sent to the 
gas nham■bed.

Verge of Amnesia
In short,, Dr. Pollack s-aidl, 

far fitom waking from a spell 
of amnesta after the shooting, 
Sirhan was. at best;, on the 
verge of plunging into one “as 
a technique to avoid full legal 
repercusston”.”

All this, the doctor said,, 
was far from psychotic. He 
said he found no evident of 
Sirhan’s having been in a 
hypnotic trance at the tim-eof 
the shooting and suggested 
that the few drinks he downed 
earlier that night were taken 
simply to “bolster hiS=nOuSi^ 
legl^^^




