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CASE PREPARATION FOR TRIAL

A three-man Case Preparation Team under the direction of a 

lieutenant was established within Special Unit Senator on 

June 12, 1968. The team was responsible for developing the 

Department's participation in the anticipated trial. Their 

primary duties were the interviewing of potential trial witnesses 

the evaluation and preservation of evidence and the liaison 

between the District Attorney's Office and the Department.

Initial Investigation •

The team was initially assigned the task of working with the 

statements and evidence gathered by Rampart Detectives between 

June 5 and June 11. The investigators familiarized themselves ' 

with the statements of the 127 witnesses interviewed by Rampart 

Detectives and made reinterviews where necessary. Two investi

gators from Rampart Detectives were carried over to S.U.S. for 

the investigation. A complete evaluation was made of the six- 

day investigation which had been made by Rampart Detective 

Division. Procedures for preservation and storage of evidence 

were immediately established, and a special evidence room was 

located within Room 803 at Parker Center. The evidence ini

tially taken from the crime scene, the search of Sirhan's house 

and vehicle and evidence gathered at other locations between, 

June 5 and June 11 was evaluated and sent to Scientific 

Investigation Division for analysis.

Liaison with The District Attorney 

The Case Preparation Team maintained close contact with the
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Deputy Distr Attorneys prosecuting tw case through weekly 

and often daily meetings which were held to coordinate plans 

for each phase of the prosecution. The Investigators briefed 

the prosecutors on the value of the possible testimony of each 

prospective witness. This included a subjective evaluation of 

each witness's potential strength and weakness. The prosecutor, 

in turn, advised the investigators of areas which required 

reinvestigation or deeper exploration for trial purposes.

Production of Sound Movie ■ .

The Case Preparation Team edited the available film, both news 

media and private, which was made just prior to, during and 

after the shooting. A twenty-minute documentary of the events 

that occurred was produced. This film was shown to witnesses ‘ 

and victims to refresh their recollection of the incident and 

to assist them in the identification of persons whom they 

remembered seeing at the hotel. .

Time Charts Used as Investigative Technique 

Experimentation in the application of a PERT chart (Program 

Evaluation and Review Technique) and the results are described 

in the Introduction to the report. While the use -of the PERT 

chart was of limited value as an investigative tool in this 

investigation, it was a springboard to several innovative 

techniques that were of Value. The first was a time chart 

depicting the hourly activities and location of Sirhan during 

the several critical days prior to the assassination. Use of
I 

tiiis chart centered attention on periods in time needing addi

tional investigative attention. It also was of great assistance
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as a referenc^in evaluating the many abrogations which placed 

Sirhan at a specific location at a certain time.

A second time based chart entitled Sirhan's Profile Analysis 

was initiated early in the investigation. This chart depicted 

his domiciles, schools, employment and habitats from his arrival 

in the United States to the time of the assassination. It proved 

to be a valuable visual aid as well as focusing attention on 

time gaps in.the background phase of the investigation.

A third chart illustrated the comparative activities and locations 

of Kennedy and Sirhan from March 1968 to June 1968. This chart 

reveals the path-crossing in general geographic areas and the 

specific instances of what has been described as stalking.

Recreation of The Crime Scene

The shooting scene was photographed by Scientific Investigation 

Division,, and based on witnesses1 statements the location of 

each witness was marked with chalk on the floor. Photographs 

were then made of these marks. The pictures were then compared 

with photographs available from the night of the shooting. From 

these comparisons investigators attempted to formulate a tenta

tive sketch of the location of each witness and victim.

Scale models were constructed of the pantry area and of the hotel 

itself. The model of the pantry measured 86" x 30" and was made 

on a scale of 1" = I1. A model of the hotel measured 6' x 6' 

and was made on a scale of 1/8" = 1*. The pantry area model was 

sectioned off by grids, and numbers depicting witnesses were 

positioned on the model by grid coordinates. The models were
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constructed by' the Los Angeles Bureau of Engineers and the 

Los Angeles Planning Department, under the supervision of 

Sergeant A. J. LaVallee, Department Surveyor. These models 

were subsequently used to assist investigators and witnesses 

during the reenactment of the shooting conducted at the 

Ambassador Hotel.

Schematic 8" x 12" drawings of the first and second floors of 

the hotel and of the pantry Were prepared to assist investigators 

in the interviewing of witnesses. A31 x 5* map of the pantry 

was also made. Wiese maps and models, with markings denoting 

locations, were photographed and preserved to establish as 

closely as possible the position of each witness. The true 

location of Sirhan at the time of the shooting was established 

* as closely as possible by the statements of witnesses and 

through the use of photographs taken moments after the shooting.

Reenactment at The Hotel

It was especially important to this investigation that the 

location of various witnesses and victims be established. The 

crowded conditions in the pantry made this particularly diffi

cult. It was critical that the statements of witnesses, when 

referring to what they saw of the shooting, be as accurate as 

possible.. Such inconsistencies which-might arise from seeing 

the shooting at different angles had to be resolved .to prevent 

the prosecutor's case from appearing to conflict on its own 

witnesses' accounts.

On November 12 through November 15, 1968, the District Attorney's



Office and the Case Preparation Team setup headquarters at the 

Ambassador Hotel. Key witnesses reviewed photographs and the. 

scale model of the pantry. The twenty-minute motion picture 

produced from film contributed by the major television networks 

was shown.' The witnesses then reenacted the shooting scene and 

personnel from the District Attorney's Office took motion pictures, 

video tapes and photographs. Each witness refreshed his memory 

from the comparison of the films. Using the model each made 

corrections as needed. At the conclusion of the reenactment, 

the Deputy District Attorneys noted the relative position of 

each participant.

On November 12, 1968, the following hotel employees participated: 

Juan Homero 
Jesus Perez 
Martin Patrusky 
Karl Uecker 
Angelo Di Pierro 
Vincent Di Pierro 
Lisa Urso

On November 13, 1968, the following witnesses attended:

Frank Burns 
Jesse Unruh 
Rafer Johnson 
Judy Royer . 
Robert Klase 
Harold Burba

Burns and Johnson reenacted the capture of Sirhan and the 

recovery of the gun.

In attendance on November 14, 1968, were Criminologist Dwayne

Wolfer and the following victims:

Paul Schrade 
Ira Goldstein 
Irwin Stroll 
Elizabeth Evans
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The victims placed themselves in the pantry at the point where 

they stood as the .first shot was fired. Wolfer checked these 

positions, verifying his findings as to the flight and direction 

of the bullets.

On November 15, the arresting officers participated in a walk

through starting from the time of their arrival, including the 

arrest, and escorting Sirhan from the hotel.

Evaluation of Witnesses

The Case Preparation Team initially made the identification of 

witnesses through the use of photographs and statements. Those 

who had no,t previously volunteered to make statements were 

identified, located and interviewed. All witnesses were asked 

to furnish the names of others whom they knew to have been 

present at the hotel. These persons were also interviewed. 

Investigators began by reviewing the Grand Jury transcript and 

statements of 127 interviews conducted prior to the formation 

of S.U.S. Reinterviews were made where additional information ■ 

was required.

Several key witnesses who were present at the hotel were not 

Interviewed prior to their- leaving Los Angeles. TwO members of 

the Case Preparation Team accompanied a Deputy District Attorney 

to Washington, D.C., to interview these persons, most of whom 

were Kennedy campaign officials and their associates. Most of 

these interviews were conducted; however, investigators were 

unable to interview members of the Kennedy family. The substance 

of the completed interviews was briefed and presented to the
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District Attorney's Office for selectioi^f trial witnesses.'

Those witnesses who had contact with Sirhan prior to the 

assassination were -also interviewed. These interviews were 

evaluated for their applicability in aiding the establishment 

of premeditation. The substance of these interviews was also 1 

included in those sent to the District Attorney.

Witnesses for The Trial

The group of witnesses most important to the prosecution were 

the seventy, persons in the pantry area at the time of the 

s shooting. Those who rushed into the kitchen and assisted in 

i the capture were also important. Because the statements of 
I 
i various witnesses essentially duplicated one another, it was 
I 
1 decided that only certain witnesses would be necessary.

T

J The five witnesses closest to the Senator at the time of the 

shooting would be used for describing the shooting. These were 

Juan Romero, Karl Decker, Frank Burns, Jesus Perez and Martin 

Patrusky. Witnesses Lisa Urso, Vincent Di Pierro, Harold Burba 

Edward Mininsian and William Barry would be used to establish

[ Sirhan's approach from the ice machine to the Senator and the 

. capture of Sirhan.

' It was decided that news media personnel would not be used as 

witnesses, to avoid any conflicts over which news service would 

be called to testify. An exception was necessarily made to 

allow two news media workers who had important evidence of the 

shooting. Ronald Bennett, a photographer for United Press

-594-



International, had flash equipment with him at the time of the 

shooting. His pictures were of higher quality than those taken 

by other news media personnel who lacked Bennett's lighting 

equipment. Andrew West, of Los Angeles Radio Station KRKD, was 

carrying a tape recorder as he walked behind Senator Kennedy. 

His taped account of the shooting and apprehension was considered 

of value to the prosecution. '

Due to the security precautions necessary in the trial of Sirhan, 

it was decided that no portion of the trial would be moved to 

the crime scene for reenactment. Therefore, it was important 

to have visual aids to accurately recreate the crime scene. 

The construction of the mock-ups and the reenactments of November 

12 through 15 was intended to serve this purpose. .

Individuals who would establish premeditation were examined, 

evaluated and selected by the Case Preparation Team for testi-' 

mony at the trial. These persons were those who could show that 

Sirhan took steps to prepare himself for the assassination. Mrs. 

Lee Brown, Everett Buckner, Henry Carreon, Melvin Grote, Stanley 

Grube, Albert Montague, David Montellano, Richard Sheldon, Mike 

Soccoman, Robert Talbot, Ronald Williams and Claudia Williams 

were chosen as potential witnesses to show that Sirhan practiced 

with a revolver, which appeared to be. the murder weapon, at the 

San Gabriel Gun Club the day before the assassination.

George Erhard, William Price, Dana Westlake, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 

Hertz and James Pineda would be used to establish the purchase 

and history of the murder weapon. Alvin Clark would testify to 

statements regarding Kennedy made by Sirhan in April, 19€8.
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Larry Arnot wovild testify to completing a sales receipt for .22 

caliber ammunition which was found in Sirhan's vehicle. Mr. 

William Blume would testify to his observation of Sirhan at a 

Kennedy rally at the Ambassador Hotel on June '2, 1968.

Lawrence Sloan, a District Attorney's Office handwriting expert, 

would be used to identify handwriting samples taken in the search 

at Sirhan's house which showed premeditation. Judy Royer would . 

testify to observing Sirhan in the anteroom outside the pantry

. just prior to the shooting. She told him to leave the room ' 

twice during the evening.

The officers involved in the arrest, various searches, gathering 

of evidence and the custody of Sirhan were advised to be prepared 

for a call to testify on the sequence of Events involving the 

. apprehension and investigation of Sirhan.

| Several doctors and nurses were interviewed and advised of the
J decision that they would testify at the trial. Doctors who .

; treated Senator Kennedy from Central Receiving Hospital, Good 

I Samaritan Hospital and the Los- Angeles County Coroner's Office 
| - would testify to the condition and cause of death of Kennedy.

-Doctors from Central Receiving Hospital and other local hospitals 

would be called to testify to the treatment of wounds to other 

victims. The testimony of these persons was important for main

taining continuity of evidence of the bullets and bullet frag

ments. Dr. Elvin Lanz would testify about the treatment to 

Sirhan's injuries. Dr. Lanz treated Sirhan at Homicide

' Division. '
J • • •
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Synopses of witnesses statements were presented to the prose

cuting attorneys. Conferences were held periodically with them 

regarding testimony and points of evidential value. The District 

Attorney's Office maintained the final responsibility for 

decisions as to which witnesses would be used for trial.
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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION WEAPON

Manufacture and Original Purchase 

The gun used by Sirhan Sirhan in the assassination of Robert 

Kennedy was an Iver Johnson, .22 caliber, Cadet Model, two-and- 

one-half inch barrel, blue steel finish, serial #H53725. The 

gun was manufactured on June 3, 1965, at the Iver Johnson 

Factory in Fitchburg, Massachusetts. It was shipped to the 

California Hardware Company, Los Angeles, California, on June 14 

1965. The California Hardware Company sold the gun to the 

Pasadena Gun Shop, 386 East Green Street, Pasadena, on July 21, 

1965. The Pasadena Gun Shop went out of business in September, 

1966.

James C. Pineda, a salesman, confirmed that Albert Leslie Hertz 

had purchased the gun from the Pasadena Gun Shop on August 10, 

1965, at 9:30 a.m. Pineda identified a Dealers Record of Sale 

as being the receipt of the transaction. Both the receipt and 

CII records show Albert Leslie Hertz as the purchaser of the 

gun on that date.

Gun Traced to Sirhan Sirhan

Sarah Hertz, wife of Albert L. Hertz, stated to investigators 

that she gave the gun to her daughter, Dana Westlake. Westlake 

stated that she gave the gun to a neighbor, George Charles 

Erhard, Jr., sometime during the latter part of November or 

early December, 1967.

Erhard sold the gun on or about .February 15, 1968, to a man who 

worked with him, Munir Sirhan. Present at this sale were Erhard
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William Edmund Price, a friend of his, Munir Sirhan and Sirhan 

Sirhan. Erhard sold the gun to Munir Sirhan for $25. Munir 

borrowed approximately six dollars' from Sirhan B. Sirhan to 

make the purchase. Price confirmed that Munir was the person 

who made the purchase and took possession of the gun. Sirhan 

Sirhan did hold and examine the gun. Munir Sirhan insisted to 

investigators that Erhard sold the gun to his brother, Sirhan 

B. Sirhan, and not to him.

The investigation into' the possible involvement of Munir Sirhan 

in the assassination is discussed in detail in another section 

of this report.
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PURCHASE OF AMMUNITION

The search of Sirhan's vehicle yielded a receipt for the purchase 

of .22 caliber ammunition. The receipt, #2372, was from the 

Lock, Stock 'N Barrel Gun Shop, 8972 East Huntington Drive, San 

Gabriel, California.

The owner of the gun shop, Benjamin James Herrick; his wife, 

Donna Herrick; and a sales clerk, Larry Kenneth Arnot, were 

interviewed regarding the sales slip. Benjamin Herrick said the 

sales slip came from his store and identified the handwriting as- 

that of Arnot. It was confirmed that Arnot had sold the items 

listed on the receipt.

Larry Arnot initially.alleged that he remembered two other men' 

had been with Sirhan the day that the ammunition was sold. This 

allegation is described in detail in another section of this 

report. Arnot subsequently admitted that he did not remember 

seeing Sirhan in the store.

Investigators could only confirm that Sirhan possessed a sales 

receipt for .22 caliber ammunition from the Lock, Stock 'N 

Barrel Gun Shop; that a sale of the ammunition had taken place; 

and that Arnot had made the sale.
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SIMIAN'S PRACTICE AT THE RANGE

Gun Club Member Recalled Sirhan from the Range

On June 5, 1968/ Charles Kendall was watching television when 

he learned of the shooting and saw a picture of Sirhan B. Sirhan 

on television.- He recognized Sirhan as the person he saw firing 

a small caliber weapon at the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club on 

June 4/ 1968. On June 6, 1968, Kendall returned to the gun club 

and asked the club manager, Lloyd Hagger, if he was aware of the 

fact that Sirhan had fired on the range June 4, 1968. Hagger 

dismissed this idea as a joke. Kendall entered the business 

office where the rosters are kept and found the name "Sirhan 

Sirhan, 696 East Howard Street, Pasadena,” the fourteenth sig

nature for the date June 4, 1968. Kendall showed the roster to . 

Joseph Tescher, club president, and the executive officer, 

Maynard Goodell. Both Tescher and Goodell advised Hagger to 

notify the Los Angeles Police Department. Hagger contacted 

the Los Angeles Police Department on June 7, 1968, between 3 

and 4 p.m.

Sirhan's Activities at the Range

Sirhan arrived at the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club -June 4, 1968, 

between 11 and 11:30 a.m. After signing the non-member roster 

and obtaining a target, he took a position at the west end of 

the pistol range* None of the witnesses could place. Sirhan on " 

a specific target. The witnesses agreed that Sirhan was firing 

a .22 caliber revolver, blue steel in color, with a short barrel. 

Mike Soccoman came to the range at about 2:15 p.m., on June 4, 

1968. Sirhan was shooting at a nearby target. Sirhan and
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i ■ goccoman discussed hunting. Soccoman fired Sirhan's gun and 

I described it as "a cheap model, .22 caliber revolver with a 

short barrel."

Ronald Williams, went to the rifle range, and his wife, Claudia 

Williams, went to the pistol range. Mrs. Williams fired several 

| rounds but was unable to hit the target. She requested assistance 

and Sirhan offered to show her the proper method of sighting. 

He made gestures with his hands, pointing at the rear and ,front . 

sight. He took her by the arm and showed her the proper stance.

[ After giving her instructions, she fired eighteen rounds from 

her weapon, and she fired sixteen rounds from his weapon. She 

described his gun as a .22 caliber revolver, blue steel color', 

i with a short barrel.

i The witnesses on the range described Sirhan's method of fire'as

' rapid. He fired double action, and ejected the casings from the

cylinder with a small screwdriver. He put the casings in a pile 

[ which was described by witnesses as being between 350 to 400 

casings. It is unknown if Sirhan left these casings. Witnesses 

saw six boxes of Super-X long rifle shells at Sirhan's position 

and two boxes of Mini-Mag hollow point. Several witnesses stated 

that Sirhan discussed the hollow point as inflicting greater 

damage than the normal .22 caliber long rifle. Sirhan was 

described as a good shot by witnesses and an expert by Everett 

Buckner, the range master. Several hundred rounds were fired 

at the target and the'center was torn out.

Most of the witnesses stayed only an hour and a half to two hours 

on the range; Sirhan was there from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. The
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witnesses Interviewed stated that Sirhan was alone with the 

exception of Everett Buckner and James Thornbrugh. Alle- 

- gations made by Buckner and Thornbrugh indicated Sirhan knew 

someone on the range.' The allegations were found to be untrue 

and are reported in detail under that section of the report 

dealing with conspiracy potential. . .

Approximately forty pounds of shell casings were taken into 

custody by the F.B.I. from the San Gabriel Valley Gun'Club pistol 

range. These casings were sent to Washington D.C. for comparison 

by the Scientific Investigation Section. An analysis was re

quested comparing the casings confiscated by the F.B.I. with' 

the expended casings removed from Sirhan's weapon. The casings 

were then returned to the Los Angeles Police Department, 

- Scientific Investigation Division, for comparison. These tests 

were negative. ' . -

The range master, Everett Buckner, stated Sirhan arrived at 

the gun club on June 4, 1968, between 9:30 a.m. and 12 noon 

Sirhan took a position on the far west end of the pistol range, 

possibly target #1. After firing between seventy-five and a 

hundred rounds, Sirhan returned to control tower and told 

Buckner he wanted some .22 caliber shells that would not misfire. 

Buckner stated he sold him .22 caliber hollow point; but, was 

unsure of the brand.
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CORONA POLICE DEPARTMENT RANGE INVESTIGATION

Investigators checked the Corona Police Department range rosters 

on December 13, 1968. There were nine names recorded on the June 

1, 1968, roster, one of which was the name Sirhan Sirhan. . The 

roster listed 12:50 p.m., as his "time started" and 3 p.m., as 

"time completed" for this entry. The roster also listed two 

names for June 2, 1968, but Sirhan1s was not one of them.

The roster was examined by Lawrence Sloan, handwriting expert 

for the District Attorney's Office. It was Sloan's opinion that 

Sirhan Sirhan wrote his name on the roster.

There were five people working at the range on June 1, 1968. 

William Marks, a Corona police officer assigned as the range- ' 

master; Harry Starr, the assistant rangemaster, a civilian; and 

Barnaby Martinez, a trusty assigned to the Corona Police Depart

ment by the Riverside County Sheriff's Office. Two Corona police 

student workers, William S. Evan and Mario Salas were also 

working at the range. They were constructing a wall on June 1, 

1968. They periodically left their work and-fired on the range, 

but neither of the student workers could recall definitely seeing 

Sirhan at the range. ' -.

Marks and Starr were shown pictures of Sirhan. Marks identified 

Sirhan's picture as the person writing the name "Sirhan Sirhan" 

on the roster. He described Sirhan as a male Caucasian, 20 to 

30, 6' to 6'2", 215 to 225, brown hair. There was a man with 

him that he described as a male Caucasian, 20 to 30, 5'5" to 

5'7", 130 to 145, brown hair, pencil-type mustache and wearing
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horn-rimmed glasses. The second man spoke with an unknown 

foreign accent. The man questioned Marks about aliens using 

the range but did not shoot. Marks stated that Sirhan was 

assigned target position number 1. He fired a .22 caliber 

revolver, unknown barrel length, which he carried in a zippered 

carrying case.

Harry Starr recalled being at the range on June 1, 1968. He 

picked Sirhan's picture from a group of "look-alike" photos. 

His description of ’Sirhan and the man with him were generally 

the same as Marks'.

According to the rosters from the range, Sirhan only fired .once 

in 1968, yet Marks and Starr were able to remember him. They 

were, however, unable to describe other people who fired the 

same day and had used the range on prior occasions. Investi

gator's felt that Marks and Starr were confusing Sirhan with 

some other shooter.

Investigators were unable to locate Barnaby Martinez, -the 

prisoner trusty. He is on probation for 270 P.C., Failure to 

Provide. It was the opinion of a Riverside County Probation 

Department supervisor that Martinez had left the state to avoid 

child support payments.

Officers located and interviewed each person listed on the 

roster with the exception of John Cutting, who lives in the 

State of Washington. Cutting is the son-in-law of Merle Tool, 

a range customer. When interviewed, Tool recalled going to the 

range with his wife, daughter and son-in-law, Cutting. They
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fired'on the rifle range which is separated from the pistol 

firing line. Tool did not recall seeing Sirhan. He and Cutting 

signed in at 3 p.m., which is the starting.time for "big bore" 

rifles. Sirhan's sign-out time was 3 p.m. It was learned, 

however, that shooters do not check out with the rangemaster. 

The rangemaster approximates a sign-out time when he notices 

that a shooter is leaving or no longer on the range.

investigators also interviewed William Smith and Maurice Collins.
■

' These two men are in their 60's and used the range almost every 

Saturday. The next two people listed on the roster after Smith 

and Collins were Margaret and David Pixley. They used the range 

once or twice a month. The last two people Interviewed were 

Richard Stewart and his son, None of these six people
I

■ recalled Sirhan on the range. The last of the group completed 

'shooting at 11:45 a.m., according to the roster.- As mentioned 

earlier, Sirhan did not start shooting until 12:50 p.m. The 

times on the roster indicate that no one was shooting between 

11:45 and 12:50 p.m., the time when Sirhan started firing. There ■ 

was no one firing on the range when Sirhan was using it according 

to the recorded times on the roster.

Deputy District Attorney David Fitts indicated that William 

Marks, the rangemaster, would probably be called to testify to 
♦ 

Sirhan's signature on the roster.
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WRESULTS OF HANDWRITING ASHLYSIS

The papers, notes and notebooks found in Sirhan's bedroom on 

June 5, 1968, were transported to the F.B.I. laboratory for 

comparison, then to the Los Angeles Police Department laboratory. 

The documents, with other examples of Sirhan's handwriting, were 

delivered to Mr. Stoner, Chief Investigator, District Attorney's 

Office, on July 23, 1968. These examples included Sirhan's 

signature from the cancelled Argonaut Insurance Company check, 

his driver's license and an application for a "Hot Walker's" 

license with the State of California. Stoner gave the documents 

to L. W. Sloan, Questioned Document Examiner, District Attorney's 

Office. .

Sloan conducted a lengthy intercomparison of the writings and 

formed the opinion that Sirhan had signed his name on the "sign- 

in" sheet at the San Gabriel Gun Club. It was Sloan's specific 

and unqualified opinion that Sirhan was the person responsible 

for more than 90 percent of the writings in the two spiral note

books. The remaining 10 percent of the writings related to 

obscure words and phrases that were written in a manner unlike- 

that found in the identifiable exemplar writing. Evaluation of 

the notebook writing indicated a writer who apparently "experi

ments" with his handwriting construction.

Sloan's preliminary report of August 22, 1968 stated:

I am able to identify much of the writing in .the two note
books and other related papers as being that of Sirhan. 
The main difficulty of the examination has been in the 
scarcity of appropriate exemplar material. So far, it has 
been necessary to make considerable intercomparisons of the 
questioned writing in order' to tie it into the exemplars.
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Without^uestion, Sirhan signed h"name to the "sign- 
in" sheet at the San Gabriel Rifle Range, dated June 4, 
1968.

I am certain that complete identity of all the writing, 
which is Sirhan*s, will be possible with additional time 
being spent on the examination.

A continuing attempt is being made to locate and identify 
additional exemplar writing.

On September 20, 1968, Sloan made a final report which read 

as follows:

I have completed a lengthy and detailed examination 
and comparison of the handwriting contained in the 
two spiral notebooks and other related papers in the 
Sirhan matter with and against the accumulated exemplar 
writings of Sirhan Sirhan.

At the time of my preliminary report, August 22, 1968, 
it was anticipated that additional exemplar writings 
of Sirhan would be located and identifiable, but none 
has been found. Thus, the complete examination and 
comparison has been carried out with the same exemplar 
materials but with considerable additional time being 
spent.

My original opinion concerning the signature of Sirhan 
Sirhan in the "sign-in" sheet, at the San Gabriel Rifle 
Range, dated June. 4, 1968, has been strengthened con
siderably by the additional time spent in the overall 
examination. Too, the lengthy intercomparison of 
writing in the spiral notebooks has been of great value 
and a much firmer opinion concerning that writing has 
been reached.

Therefore, at this time I wish to state my opinion 
concerning all the writings and the examination thereof. 
It is my specific and unqualified opinion that Sirhan 
Sirhan is the person responsible for the writing of 
his name on the "sign-in" sheet at the San,Gabriel 
Rifle Range. It is also my specific and unqualified 
opinion that he is the person responsible for more 
than 90 percent of the writings found in the two 
spiral notebooks. ' '

To explain the 90 percent opinion, the remaining 10 
percent of the writing relates to obscure words and 
phrases that have been written in a manner unlike that 
found in the identifiable.exemplar writing. Observa
tion and evaluation of the notebook writing as a
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whole iifficates a writer who apparStly "experiments' 
with his writing construction from time to time. 

Further, it is my specific and unqualified opinion 
that he in particular, wrote the words on pages 15, 

' 19, 21, 26, 35, 39, 47, in the Pasadena City College
notebook and pages 123, 124, 125 and 126 of the 

. larger notebook. 
1

' Such would be my testimony in courts.

The Court Ruling on the Search - 

Judge Herbert V. Walker convened Department 107-A on October 

22, 1968. The motion before'the court was a suppression of 

evidence found in Sirhan's bedroom. The prosecution and de

fense presented their points, authorities and witnesses. 

Judge Walker*ruled the-search was not unreasonable, and the 

notebooks found in Sirhan's bedroom were accepted by the , 

court. Judge Walker commented that the court's receipt of 

' the notebooks was not to be construed as a ruling on their 

admissibility as acceptable evidence. This could only be 

determined by the trier of fact. '
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WITNESS TO SIRHAN'S.INTENTION KILL KENNEDY

Alvin Clark, a trash collector for the City of Pasadena, advised 

investigators that he had known Sirhan during 1967 and 1968. 

The Sirhan house was on his collection route and he- frequently 

stopped for lunch near the house. At first occasionally and 

then more often, he and Sirhan would sit and talk by his trash 

truck. They talked about events of current interest.

Clark recalled that on April 10, 1968, the Wednesday after the 

assassination of Martin Luther King, he and Sirhan discussed 

the upcoming primary election. Sirhan asked Clark whom he was 

going to vote for and Clark told him, "Kennedy." Sirhan replied, 

"Well, I don't agree. I am planning on shooting the son of a 

bitch." Clark did not take him seriously and thought it was 

only an exaggeration.

Clark stated that later in- 1968, he and Sirhan had a conversation 

about hunting and firearms. Sirhan asked him where he might buy 

or obtain a weapon greater*fn caliber than his .22 pistol. Clark 

did not associate this statement with Sirhan's earlier remark 

about Kennedy because of the lapse of time between the two con

versations.

Examples of Writings Pound- in Sirhan's Bedroom 

An envelope from the United States Treasury Department was found 

in Sirhan's bedroom along with other papers, notes, and notebooks. 

Written on the envelope was "R.F.K. must be disposed of like his 

brother was." The F.B.I. booklet titled "Exhibit 18" contains 

photographs of the pages from a - spiral notebook referred to as
I
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the Pasadena^^ty College Notebook. A l^ldwriting expert 

attributed the writings to Sirhan. The following are excerpts 

from that exhibit:

- Page 120 "May 18th, 9:45 a.m.-68." (This appears at the top 

of the page). "My determination to eliminate R.F.K. is 

becoming more the more of an unshakable obsession." "R.F.K. 

must be assassinated." Written over and over on the next 

fourteen lines "RFK and Robert F. Kennedy must be assassinated.” 

Lines 13 and 14 on this page read: "Robert F. Kennedy must 

be assassinated before 5 June 1968..”

Page 126 "2 June 1967 2:30 p.m." (This appears at the top 

of the page.) "A declaration of war against America." 

(This is a title written on the top line of the page.) The 

last three paragraphs read as follows: "The victims of the 

party in favor of this declaration will be or are now-the 

president, vice, etc., down the ladder."

"The time will be chosen by the author at-the convenience of 

the accused."

"The method of assault is inmaterial—however the type of 

weapon used should influence it somehow."

Page 139 "Sirhan Sirhan must begin to work on uphold solving 

the problem and difficulties of assassinating the 36th 

President of the glorious United States."

Page 140 "We believe that the glorious United States of 

America will eventually be felled by a blow of an assassin's 

bullet."

-612-



Page 152 "Kennedy must fall. Kennedy must fall" and "we 

believe that Robert F.'Kennedy must be sacrificed for the 

poor exploited people" and "we believe that we can effect 

■ such action and produce such results—. The hand that is 

writing down this writing is going to do the slaying of the 

above mentioned victim. One wonders what it feels like to 

do an assassination that might do some illegal work—."



EVIDENCE OF PRIOR CONTACTS WlTlTKENNEDY

Kennedy Rally May 24, 1968 Los Angeles Sports Arena 

Joseph Sheehan and his wife, Margaret, attended a Kennedy Rally 

at the Los Angeles Sports Arena, May 24, 1968. The rally ended 

at approximately 10:30 p.m. The Sheehans were part of a large 

crowd waiting for the Senator to make his departure from the 

arena and waited for one-half hour in the parking lot area. 

Sheehan saw a man in front of him who appeared to be alone* 

Sheehan, a clinical psychologist, commented to his wife about 

the man. He described him as "completely out of character with 

the crowd" in that he "appeared very intense and sinister." The 

man did not participate in the carnival atmosphere that pervaded 

the crowd and disappeared from their view prior to Kennedy1s 

appearance. Mrs. Sheehan.positively identified Sirhan Sirhan 

as the man they observed outside the sports arena.

Kennedy Rally June 2nd - Ambassador Hotel 

William Burton Blume worked from December 1967, to March 1968, 

next door to the Organic Pasadena Food Company where Sirhan was 

employed. Blume and Sirhan knew each other casually in this 

relationship. On June 2, 1968, between 8:30 and 10:30 p.m., 

Blume was in the lobby of the Ambassador Hotel and "unquestionably" 

saw Sirhan pass him. He commented to his friend, David Vogel, 

"I know that guy." Sirhan was walking in the opposite direction 

and was three feet away from him.
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ACTIVITY 72 HOURS PRIOR TO ASSASSINATION

The following is a chronological hourly account of Sirhan's 

known activities for the 72 hour period preceding the shooting 

of Senator Kennedy, commencing with 12:01 a.m., Sunday, June 2, 

1968.

DATE

Sun. 6/2/68

TIME .

12:01 a.m.- 
8:00 a.m.

ACTIVITY/LOCATION

Bedroom, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

SOURCE

Mary Sirhan

n R 8:00 a.m.- 
9:00 a.m.

Drove mother to 
church, 1757 N. 
Lake, Pasadena

Mary Sirhan

ii a 9:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m.

UNKNOWN

n ■. 11:00 a.m.- Home, 696 E. 
Howard St., 

' Pasadena

Mary Sirhan 
Trans. (50 
Line 1 thru 
12

n a 11:15 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m.

UNKNOWN

ii n 5:00 p.m.- 
6:00 p.m.

Home, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

Adel Sirhan 
Trans. #52 
Lines 12 
thru 26

■ ii 6:00 p.m.- 
8:30 p.m.

UNKNOWN

u n 8:30 p.m.- 
9:30 p.m.

Seen at Kennedy 
Rally Ambassador 
Hotel, 3400 Wilshire 

. Blvd.

Bert Blum, 
Susan 
Redding,
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PATE

Sun. 6/2/68

■ TIME

9:30 p.m.- 
10:30 p.m.

ACTIVITY/LOCATION

UNKNOWN

SOURCE

H n 10:30 p.m.- 
11:00 p.m.

Home, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

Mary Sirhan

H
Mon.

H 
6/3/68

11:00 p.m.- 
8:00 a.m.

Bedroom, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

Mary Sirhan

u II 8:00 a.m.- 
8:15 a.m.

Drove mother to 
work

Mary Sirhan

n ■ 8:15 a.m.- 
10:30 a.m.

UNKNOWN

N . w 10:30 a.m.- 
10:40 a.m.

Purchased gas at 
Richfield Gas 
Station, 2529 E. 
Foothill■Blvd., 
Pasadena

Sidney 
McDaniel

N II 10:40 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m.

UNKNOWN

N n 12:30 p.m.- 
1:00 p.m.

Home, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

Mary Sirhan • 
Trans. #50 
Page 19 lines 
19 thru 26 
Page 20 lines 
1 thru 15

II w 1:00 p.m.- 
4:30 p.m.

UNKNOWN

n II 4:30 p.m.- 
5:00 p.m.

Watched Television 
at home, 696 E. 
Howard St., Pasadena

Mary Sirhan 
Trans. #50 
Lines 1 thru 
3
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pate TIME

Mon. 6/3/68 5:00 p.m.-
6:00 p.m.

' 6:00 p.m.- 
9:0.0 p.m.

ACTIVITY/^CATION
SOURCE

At home, eating, Mary Sirhan
696 E. Howard St., Trans. #50
Pasadena Page 17, 

Lines 10
thru 26

At home reading in Mary Sirhan
his room, 696 E. Trans. #50
Howard St., Pasadena Page 18, 

Lines 1 thru
22

Mon. 6/3/68.' 
Tues. 6/4/68

9:00 p.m.- 
8:00 a.m.

Bedroom, 696 E. 
Howard St., 
Pasadena

Mary Sirhan 
Trans. #50 
Page 18, 
Lines 23 
thru 26, Page 
19, Lines 1 
thru 5

w II

•
8:00 a.m.- Drove his car from 

696 E. Howard St., 
to purchase a news
paper

Mary Sirhan 
Trans. #50. 
Page 19, 
Lines 2 thru 

. 12

■ ■ 8:00 a.m.-' 
9:30 a.m.

UNKNOWN

M V - 9:30 a.m.- 
11:00 a.m.

Home, 696 E. Howard 
St., Pasadena

Adel Sirhan

M ■ ■ 11:00 a.m.- Home answering phone 
696 E. Howard St., 
Pasadena

Adel Sirhan 
Trans. #52 
Page 23, 
Lines 21 
thru 22

—618-



BATE i TIME ACTIVITY/LOCATION SOURCE

Tues. 6/4/68 11:00 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m.

San Gabriel Valley 
Gun Club, 4001 Fish 
Canyon Rd., Monrovia 
Practiced - fired 
his gun

E. C.
Buckner, 
Henry 
Carreon, 
D.
Montellano, 
Claudia 
Williams, 
Ronald 
Williams, 
Robert 
Grijavla, 
J.
Thornbrugh, 
Charles 
Kendall, 
Mike 
Saccoman, 
Corliss 
Edwards, 
George Mloch

R ■ 5:00
6:00

p.m.- 
p.m.

UNKNOWN

■ II 6:00
6:40

p.m.- 
p.m.

Bob's Restaurant 
1601 E. Colorado 
Blvd., Pasadena

Gaymoard 
Mistri,

n II 6:40 
7:05

p.m.- 
p.m.

Pasadena City College 
Cafeteria, 1570 E.
Colorado Blvd., 
Pasadena

Gaymoard ' 
Mistri, 
Marof Badran
Anwar
Sayegh, - 
Abdo J.
Malki

H II 7:05
7:15

p.m.- 
p.m.

Enroute from Pasadena 
City College to Bob's 
Restaurant

Gaymoard 
Mistri,

■ II 7:15
7:30

p.fti.- 
p.m.

Bob's Restaurant 
1601 E. Colorado 
Blvd., Pasadena

Gaymoard 
Mistri,
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T^wyer

r

PATE
•

TIME
ACTIVITY^OCATION

SOURCE
I 
1

r 
(

Tues. 6/4/68 7:30
8:45

p.m.- 
p.m.

UNKNOT

I 

f <

1 
1 

I

k

n H 8:'45 
9:00

p.m.- 
p.m.

Standing in the 
Electricians Booth 
Adjacent to Venetian 
Room, Ambassador Hotel

Hans 
Bidstrup,

It II 9:00 p.m.- 
9:30 -p.m.

Standing at entrance 
to Palm Court, 
Ambassador Hotel

Humphrey 
Cordero, 
Enrique 
Rabago,

•

* 9:30 
10:00

p.m.- 
p.m.

Inside the Colonial 
Room, Ambassador 
Hotel Looking at 
teletype machines

Mary Grohs

H a 10:00 
10:15

p.m.- 
p.m.

Standing outside rest 
room adjacent to 
Venetian Room, 
Ambassador Hotel

Gonzalo 
Cetina,

/

W H 10:15
11:00

p.m.- 
p.m.

Standing in pantry 
area of the kitchen> 
Ambassador Hotel

Judy Royer

R w 11:00
11:30

p.m.- 
p.m.

UNKNOWN

n H 11:30
11:45

p.m.- 
p.m.

Walking out of pantry 
door in the kitchen 
area

Robert M. 
Klase,

R 11:45
12:00

p.m.- 
p.m.

Inside pantry area of Jesus Perez 
kitchen asking questionTrans. #13 
whether Senator Page 3 and
Kennedy will come by . Page 5 
there later

1
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pate ■ ' SHE ACTIVITy/LOCATION SOURCE

Wed. 6/5/68 12:05
12:10

a.m.- Standing on tray Martin
a.m. rack in pantry area Patrusky,

of kitchen looking 
towards the stage of 
the Enibassy Room

" ■ 12:10
12:15

a.m.-* Standing next to ice Barbara
a.m. machine in the pantry Rubin,

area of kitchen, Gonzalo
Ambassador Hotel Cetina,

" ■ 12:10
12:15

a.m.- Standing in crouched Vincent
a.m. position next to ice DiPierro,

machine in pantry area Trans. #4, 
of kitchen, Ambassador Page 8 
Hotel thru 18

■ ■ ■ 12:15 a.m.- Standing on tray rack Martin
pushing towards Patrusky,
Kennedy reaching around 
Carl Decker, and firing 
shots

" " 12:15 a.m.- a Drew gun from his Lisa Lynn
waistband and fired Urso, 
at Senator Kennedy

■ ■ 12:15 a.m.- Inside pantry area of Jesus Perez
kitchen firing gun - Trans. #13,

■ Page - 4 and 
Page 6

" ■ 12:15
12:25

a.m.- Inside pantry area Karl Uecker
a.m. * being subdued by Frank Burns

witnesses Roosevelt
Grier, 
Joseph LaHive

" " 12:25 a.m.- Sirhan in custody of Mary Grohs
Police escorted 
through Colonial Room, 
Ambassador Hotel
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