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? JERRY OWEN INVESTIGATION
Oliver Brindley Owen, aka Jerry Owen, was an ex-prize fighter
turned minister who became involved in an intricate and con-
tradictory series of events which allegedly involved Sirhan
and Jerry Owen and the attempted purchase of a horse by Sirhan.
The falsehood of Owen's allegation was clearly established

through a separate and independent investigation.

Essentially Owen claimed that on Mondq}, June 3, 1968, at
approximately 3:00 p.m., he picke& up two hitchhikers in down-
town Los Angeles and gave them a ride to the Hollywooh—Wilshire
area. Owen identified one of the hitchhikers as Sirhan who
rode in the cab of his truck during part of the ride. Sirhan
allegedly offered to buy a horse from Owen, who had a palomino
for sale. The purchase was.to be made at 11:00 p.m. that night
at a location ip Hollywood. Owen and Sirhan then allegedly met
at this location at 11:00 p.m., and Sirhan asked Owen if he
could wait until the next day when he would have the_necessary.

money. Owen registered at a local hotel for the night.

The next morning, June 4, he was met by a man in a flashy suit

- and a blond girl who told him that Sirhan did not have the

money for the horse but that he wantgd Owen to meet.him again
at 11:00 p.m. that night. The man offered to give him some
money ‘as part payment on the_porse. The man ‘also téld Owen
that there was something happening at the Ambassador Hotel that
hight and that Sirhan'would not have the money until then. Owen

told the man that he could not megt_Sirhan because of an
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appointment in @xnard. Gwen. gave tlie man a business: card and

' offered ta Bring, the: Harse to: Los: Angeles the: next day..

men:. alleqgedly went: to. Gxnard, Califernfa, and: remained there
the night af June. 4. “H’ea returned tia Oas: AngeTes at approxi-
mately 1Z:30 p.m. ar the 5th and Iearned of the assassination.
After allegedly recognizing a picture of Sirhan in. & newspaper,
he: wentt to tlnﬁversmtw Station: where he made hils: statement: to

tte. Department..

During; the ensuing momtiis, investigatiors: seuglit to: conclusively
establist the: twuth negarding GQeen's allegation.. O the: surface
hiis statlements: were: mot gelf~incrininating,, axd Cwen. gr.esex'zt'ed:
hiimself & & walunteen: wii.tiness; whe was: interested ir assibsting
the polfce.. Essentially investiigators meeded only: to establish
the falesity of Gwen''s statements tm refute hfs &l:l'e'gatibn. oxr to
verifly tie: truth of Liis statements and use: Gwen. as & material
wittness.., AT ewilidence. seemed? tow ind¥cate: tliat: Sirhan. was: mot
with Gwenr an- the Jrd. It was necessary, liowever, for-investi-
gators tio determine Gwen''s resgons: for fabriicating, the- incident

ar: whether he was honestly mi‘stiaken..

B compilficatiion, daveloped exyly im e fnvestigation: wherr. Jerry
Gwem became wary about: the investiigatiiiom off Hies alleygation..
Gwem ableqedly received & tiresteniimy phione aall om Jime: 6
196€®,, telDing L teo remadm quilet: regerding hils hHorse: déad” with
Siphan. OWem meved tor tite Sam Fremcisey ares. whexe: hies remained

flor: sevexral months.. mirijng that: tiime: Hils ac]?l‘e:g_at:m berarne
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pubdicized and Gwen. engaged. ami a&t’orney,‘,, Gevrygs: T. Davis, to
pepresent Him.. '

n nﬁi!zgnapm examination: was arvanged: £or Gven: .dm July 3, 1968,

zt tile: San. Francisce: Polios Departiert.. His attorney, Duavis,
was present: during the test.. OWen'ss réspotises o Key questions
indbcatied. thet: he. was Being un‘lfxuﬂ'tfﬁlp'. Wiem told: of the. results
off e test, Cven madt & Yewmgthyy statenent: whiich: indicated that
He: wass unsure: of. s ariginal) statenents .

Inwestiigators: subsexpentily’ intervibwed® Mi's:. Méxy Sirhan. and

Eded. givlian,, wlio:: attempted: too assibtt ihvertigntorss in deter-
miining; the toutl: off Gwen''ss alllewptibnss. NEYew: & wWieit to Sirhan
&ft tHe Hall' of” Justiice,. Mis.. Si¥hant t&d8& investigators that .
SiipHan. liad?.d‘e:ni"ed‘ Rnowing: anmythingy: abouts Jevey: Cken. or” the pur-
cliase of & Morse.. '

B thils point: in the: irvestiigatibn;, theree hadi been: three separate -
aanmmﬁs_af’ the octurrence: glven by Owen., TH& n‘iiiﬁtie::." of iincon-.
sligtencies whi'ch: apéearefcr Bettreen: thier attounts: afid the results
af’ tite: palygrapt,. coupled with. sirhant ks dén123} of Knowing Owen,

et investigators too the: conclisibns that® Odehnwas” 1¥ing.: It

remained: for: investigatorss oo dStbamthec why) ah'@ to® firmly’ refute
Gen!'s: statements with: factuall ihF6ematida” ahd” physical evidence.

Tir esrly: Augnst 196E, Jomm. Gi. CHribsiany, asmagazihe wilter,
and] WELYi'am Turner,, an ex—FB:I1.agenttthriiead fiee” lance writer,
entered into: the Gwen investiyations. CRristihi~ céntacted this

Department offering his assistance,.and he suggested that he
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would like tc’:e deputized to work with?he Dep'artment.

Christian had a taped account of Owen's story. He told inves-
tigators that he believed Sirhan and Owen were together on

June 4 and that they conspired to assassinate Kenttedy. Christian
further alleged that Owen was involved in Sirhan's escape plans

and after the aborted escape, Owen was trying to establish an

alibi with his horse-selling story.

Christian subseguently wrote a letter to this Departm.ent which
outlined his reasons for believing that Otfven. was involved in the
assassination. Christian, by enumerating various conflicts in
Owen's accounts of the incident, hypothesized that Owen's
reasons for ]:yi;xg were that he was involved in the conspiracy
an.d seeking a means to avoid .assod.ation with Sirfian. Christian
subsequently sought to establish a nk in Weq's background
with Dr. Carl MacIntyre, a minister whose name had been linked
through the Garxison investigation with the assassination of

President John F. Kennedy.

Investigators, attacking the inconsistencies fn Owen's accounts,
also concluded that he was lying; however, there was no evidence
to indicate that Owen was involved with an extremist group or
wvith Sirhan. The following is an account of the finvestigation

into the allegation of Jerry Owen.

Initial Statement of Jerry Owen

Jerry Owen went to University Station on Jume 5, 1968, at approxi-
mately 3:00 p.m. REe gave the following account 2egarding a
contact that he believed that he had had with Sirhan Qirhan:
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on June 3, 1968, Owen left his residence in Sanfa Ana en roite
to the Coliseum Hotel, 457 West Santa Barbara, lLos Ang.e-les. He
spoke with the manager of the hotel coffee shop, John Bert
Morris, and Rip O'Reilly, a heavyweight boxer. MNeriis and 6wen
discussed the purchase of some boxing eguipment frow the Unfted
sPortiné Goods Store, %0l South Hill $treet, Los Aigeles. At

‘approximately 3:00 p.m. Owem purchased ome pair of boxing shees

at United Sporting Goods and ﬁroceeded to Lester"s Shoe Repair,
1263 North Vine Street, to have green shiamrocks mowogdamted on
the shoes.

Ea route to Hollywood, while stopped at & twaffic Iight &4t b
and €rand Streets, two males requestsd a ride. The twe msn
Jumped finto the rear of his truck with Owen'"s permission. Both'
xen were described as Mexican or Latin, In their early tdwenties,
with long hair and wearing old clothing. One Hitchlifkexr wds

tall and slim and the other three or four inches shorter. Kt
Wilshire and Western the taller man aliglited from. Gwon's teuck:
and greeted four other young adults standing on the dorner.

One of them was & male fn hfs thirties with & Iarge bBuild we'aring'
a flashy suit; & female Caucasian with dirty blond hair and two
other young males were with tie older mom. e storter: Hitch-
hiker whom Gwen subsequently identified = Sizhar asked If he
could sit in the cab of the truck. |

Rfter mowing fnto the cab, tiie mar asied Giem If He would. stop
for a flewr minutes at the "biig hotel™ while ke wisited & friend
who worked fn the kitchen. The hotel was later identified as
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the Ambassador Hotel. %he mam returned i: Qwen's truck ten
minutes later and asked if Owen would take him to Hollywood.

En route they had a conversation, and the man teold .0wen that he
was an exercise boy at the racetrack. After Owen told him that
he had a palomino horse which he was to sell for $250 in Oxnard,
the man expressed a desire to buy the horse after receiving
some money later that evening. Owen agreed to meet him that
night at 11:00 p.m. near a bowling alley on Sunset Boulevard.

The young man remained in Owen's truck wimile he delivered the
shoes .to be monogrammed. Owen recalled that the young man also
discussed nationglities, and he said that he had been raised in
Jordan. Be also expressed his opposition te Jews.

At 11:60 p.m. Owen went to the bhowling alley and found the young
man with the blond female and the well-dressed male he had seen
at Rilshire alnd Western that lafternoon. They had a (957, 1958
or 1959 off-white; hard -top Chevrolet. The young man displayed
a $100 bill and told Owen he could mot pay for the horse at that
time. He asked Owen to meet him the mext morning, and he
mentioned . that something was .happening at the hotel. Because
the deal appeared certain to Gwen, he re-gistered at the St. -
lioritz Hotel, 5849 Sunset Boulevard for the anight.

At 8:00 a.n. on the 4th, Owen re-ceiveﬁ.a phone call from a man
who said he was calling for Joe Sahara. He then went to the
parking lot of the St. Moritz Hotel where he was met by the
blond woman a.nd the man who was wearing the flashy suit. The

man told Owen that the yoﬁng man c':ould not get the money until
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that night, and they asked Owen if he could get' the young man
a job at a ranch. Owen gave them a business card and told them

he would be back in Los Angeles the next day. Owen then went

to Oxnard where he remained until 12:30 p.m. on the 5th.

When Owen returned to the Coliseum Hotel on June 5 at 3:00 p.m.,
he recognized a picture of Sirhan in the Hollywood Citizen News
as being the young man who offered to purchase the horse from
him. He related the incident to a waitress at the hoéel c&ffee
shop who suggested_ that he report it to the police. Owen then
went to University Station. Owen subseguently told investi-
gators that he believed that Sirhan was planning to use his

truck to escape from the assassination.

Investigation of Owen's Statement

Owen was reinterviewed on June 18 at Parker Center and added

.
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some details to his original account. He salid that Sirhan spoke
with a slight Mexican accent and that he mentioned that he might
sell his home and go to the Holy Land. He told investigators

of a telephone conversation which he received approximately a
week before. The person sour-rded like a male Negro and he stated
to Owen, "You moﬂtle:r: fucker, forget about the horse deal and
keep your mouth closed.” At this point in the i.nvest-igation,

it was assumed that Owen was being truthful; however, the
investigation imto the details of Owen's statements had not been

completad.

On Juné 27, Owen was contacted at his home to set up an interview.

Owen refused, si‘:ating that he was going to San Francisco. When
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the i.;west_i.gators suggested a meeting in P.alo klte, Owen gald,
"No," but suggested that they meet at the residence of .Wen"s
brother in San Bruno. On June 29 the scheduled interview was
canceled by the Department when investigators decided to wait
for 0wen. to return to Los Angeles. Owen was mot told of this
decision, and he erroneously became fearful that kis life was
in danger. Owen's attorney, Davis, reported that Owen had
been contacted by someone alleging. that he wias & Los Aangelds

policeman.

(h.l July 1, 1968, San Francisco arez papers printed o sccount
of Owen's story about Sirhan. "m'ue articles repoxted tfiat Owen
vas in-l?iding in the Napa Valley area in fear for Rig Iife.
George Davis was guoted as saying that ke beliewsd that owen
wvas telling the truth and that he was reliabille. Davis further
stated that this mepartmen-t. had refused protectionr for Gwen and
that he would ask Attorney. General Thomas Lynet: for & F4~hour
gua.rd.- Davis gave an account of Owen"s allegation..

¥he article was in many ways the same as Owen's orxilgingl dccount,
with some notaple contradictions and dfscrepancies,. Im hig .
first account Owen said that the price to be: p;d:‘d! for the horwe
was $2501..1 in the newspapez'- account it was $300. Dewl's &fso
stated that Owen first saw Sirhan"s picture om telewision; dcon- _
trary to that Owen had said that ke had fiysh swenm Siphan's
picture in a newspaper. Owen told Imwestigators tiet le lrad

met one man and a blond woman &t £:00 g.m..om e #31,, but tHe

article said that there were two men and & womalf..
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Oon July 2, 1968, Wesley Gardner, owner of the Foremost

protective Agency, notified investigators that he was repre-
senting Owen and that future calls to Owen should be channeled

through Gardner.

Polygraph Exanination of Owen

Owen and Davis were contacted and the canceled interview in
San Bruno was explained to their s_ai':isfacf::'ion. Due to the
confusion which was developing in the Owen Inwvestigatien,
investigators arranged for a polygraph to Le given by Lt.
Bexnandez to Jerry Owen at the San Francisco Pelice Department
on July 3, 1968.  George Davis was present during the examina-
tion, and Owen was expla;:':ned the purpose of the test and given
the opportunity to .ask questions concerning the test. Owen
resisted the control test; Mever, his responses indicated
that he was a suitable subject for testing.

me.n was asked a total of 25 questions of which 9 were key
qguestions. In response to the following relevant questions,
Owen emitted answers which strongly indicated that he was '
being untruthful. '
(] Is eve:ythiné that you told me this morning about
the hitchhiker true?
A Yes.
Q- Do you honestly believe that you have talked to the
man that is accused 6f shooting Kennedy? -
h ¥Yes.
Q When you told Geoige Davis that you had talked to _

=§23= ,
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the man tiat shot Kennedy, were you telling him
the truth? | '

R Yes. ]

(1] bDid the manr who shot Kemnedy eoffer to buy your
horse at any time? |

A Yes.

’ A

It was the examiner'"s opinion that Owen could mot honestly say
that ke picked up, talked to or saw Sirhan on June 3, 1968.
Whkem informed of the results of the test, he made lengthy
rationalizationa ai:out the csccux:r.:ence. at ons point he said,
"1 don't knaw; I don't know; it may mot have been him, but if
I had saw him face te face or heard his waice or something,
then T would. I'@ me cut and make a definite statement. I

-@an*t know."™ Be said that.he had only mentioned that the

pexson to whom he had given a ride locked like the picture of
thhe man he had seen en television and accused of shaoting

Kenmnedy.

Investigation inte Biscrepancies

Oon July 2, 1968, Mrs. Mary Sirhan was interviewed regarding
the money which Sirhan received from the imsurance settlement
for the fall from the horse. She recalled that Sirhan asked
for $300 a day or two hefore the shaoting. She said that she
believed that Sirkan had spent most of the remainder from the
$1,000 he gave her from the imsuvrance settlement. sne thought
thathehad;ﬁ.ven some of the money to Rdel. Adel) Sixhan was
present during the interviéw. and ke stat_:e& at one point, "I
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think Sirhan wanted the $300 to bhuy a horse with.® This was
the only statement made by either Munir or Adel Sirhan re-

garding the money Sirhan received from the seftlement.

On July 5, Mrs. Sirlran was again finterviewed, this .time
regarding Sirban's activities on .:lhme 3, 1968, &he stated
that Sirhan had driven her to.work at $:00 a.m. But that he
was: not at home at 12:30 p.m. when sh:e returned. HRowever,
Mmmﬂdemet&a#hehaﬂjusttakemaﬁwweran@-there
was a warm cup on the kitchen table. Sixh-am was gone most of
tim a:él:ernoon. but she noticed that ke was watching television
at £:30 p.m. She was cér&a:l?m that ke remafned home the rest
af that. night. This information éax:;ﬂicted. with. Owen"s alle-
getion. At least firom the time of £:30 p.m., Nrs. Sfirhan's
statement contradicts Owen"s statement. This would fmeIude
the. econversations at the Sunset Boulevard bowling alley at
2:30 pn. and 11:00 pum and casts addftfonal doubt on the

events which preceded 4:=30: - 28

Mxs.. Sirhan agreed #o speak tor Sirhan: at the Hall of Justice
-negar&ir_lg, the Qwen: a-]!Ieg;aﬁi‘ah... On: July I5, after she Rad
gpaken. ta Strhan, Mrs. Siviian rela.ﬂe;iﬂ hfs response. Strhan
tonDd Her that he Ti® not: ltnaw Gwemn, had nmever: seen Mt n.o'r had
ke ewer ridden i his pichupy truck. Be #lse dented that lfe .
ba® attempted to purchase: & pelomiing horse.

The &enial by Siirfeam, the statements of Mrs. Fiylam and‘ the

mesults of the Gwem polygraph. caused investigators o' conclude
that Owen had lied a.bout the incident. Owen's reasons for
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1yip§ could not be compietely deternined; however, an ;ntensive

examination of Owen's background revealed a history of involve-

.ment in questionable and illegal activities. This information

tended to cast doubt on Owen's credibility.

owen's third account of the incident given, when he was admini~
stered the polygraph, was compared with the other tyo accounts.
Further discrepancies were noted, some of which indicated that
Oowen was adding_details'which‘he shoﬁlq have given in his first
account. In addition he left out details which were in the

original account.

L

He stated that he had purchased a robe and a pair of boxing
shoes at United Sporting Goods; this was opposed to his first

statement wherein he said he had purchased only a pair of boxing

shoes. _He also related that during the evening‘hours between
the time he allegedly droppeq off Sirhan.around 6:00 p.m. and
the time he met him again at 11:00 p.m., Owen stated that he
had gone to the Plaza Hotel to see a friend, the ex—-fighter
Slapsy Maxie Rosenbloom. They then went to a Saints and Sinnerg
meeting;. This incident did hot appear 19 Owen's first account

‘at University Station. Further, Owen did not mention. the stop

at'thq Coliseum Hotel and Teamsters Gymnasium; instead, he said
that he went directly from Santa Ana éo the United Sporting

Goods Store.
When shown a set of.mugs, Owen could not identify Sirhan, and

he chose a look-alike as the'other man wpo rode 1n.his truck.
In addition, Owen cﬁanged the time and date on which He received
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the threateni-p'g‘ phone call. The mewspapeir ACEGUNE Wad stated
that he had received the call the evening 6f the S&h. During
the July 3, 1968, imterview Owen said tha&at the dall: é‘aixhe.
between 2:00 and 5:00 p.m. on June 6.

Investigation into the alleged activities &F Gver 6l Juie 3
revealed additional discrepancies in his Story. INvestigators .
determined that sales records at the Ukdted Sportidg dévds

Store showed no sale of a boxing robe on Juns . A gdiz of
basxing shoes were sold on that date But not € Gwdn. ThHe
m;maqer of the store, Jack Misrach, stdatied tHat K Riew most

of the boxing people in this area. BHe duss Gt Ry Owen or

Bip O"Reilly, the boxer. After lacking &t Gen’'s piictire,
Eisrach did not recall geefng Owem in. hi's gcre. JIENsE Edwards,
the salesman -wh:o sold the shoes ox that datd, thdught’ Gwen
locked familiar but could not recall. the Hrangactidii. The trans-
sction for the shoes fncluded several ctier iitems iif&ﬂdaifng
glaves, headgear, shorts, jump rupe and other” ftems totaling
$30:.45, '

Lester"s Shoe Repair at 1263 North. Vine: Street: was® chiecked to
verify Qwen's statement that: he Lad taker: the: shioes® £f6% mono-
gn:ammiing;..' Lester Shields, the awner, stated that: he® Had no
mecard of when Gwen brought ihe shioves for monoYrammiiigi. Shields
remembered that Owem came tw Rdis stiop. thrée: tiidess: offe” time

that he remembered seeing Gwen"s truck, tHer®ewas:no”ofie”in it.
m'a.:em ke picked up the shoes, two young wolen. Wil with” hin and

Rip O"Reilly was in the truck.

~5l~
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the incident o’ the hitchhiker and told him that he believed
that the young man resembled Sirhan. O'Reilly, however, pro-
vided investigators_with information which strongly contradicted

Owven's account.

O'Réilly stated that on June 3, 1968, Owen called him at about
10:30 a.m. and invited him to attend a Saints and Sinners Club
that night. At 6:30 p.m. Owen picked O'Reilly up at the
Coliseum Hotel, and they drove to the meeting on Fairfax Avenue.
Oowen was driving a dark-colored pickup truck with a horse
trailer attached. .A horse was in the trailer. They remained at
the meéting until 11:30 p.m., and Owen took O'Reilly back to

the hotel.

4

On June 5, Owen came to the hotel and related to O'Reilly that
"he had picked up a h;tcﬂhiﬁer on Wilshire B&ulevard on June 3
‘and that the hitchhiker offered him $400 for his-horse. Owen
-said that he stayed at a hotel the night of the 3rd to complete
the transaction the next day. Owen told O'Reilly that he
believed that Sirhan was a Mexican. O'Rellly further advised
investigators that Owen had purchased the boxing shoes mentioned

by Owen prior to June 3, 1968.

Investigators had established sufficient contradiction in Owen's
story that they were convinced that he was lying. Owen's
uncertainty at the conclusion of his polygraph in San Francisco
tended to substantiate that conclusion. 7The only remafning

aspect of the investigation was to establfsh Owen's redason for
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Dianné Scott, owner of the seamstress shop adjacent to the shoe
. repalr shop, stated that she recalled that Owen brought a robe

to be momogrammed on June 10, 1968, not June 3. He picked up

the robe on June 26.

Shields estimated the dates of Owen's appearances at his shoe
shop as:

Originally brought shoes into the shop May 23-27, 1968

Picked shoes up the first time May 25-28, 1968
Brought shoes in second time May 27-29, 1968
. Picked up shoes the final time June 8, 1968

Investigators interviewed the persons whom Owen stated that he
told of the incident who were at the Coliseum Hotel on June 5.
Owen allegedly told them of the hitchhiker incident and one of
them, Mabel Jacobs, a waitress, told him to tell the police. .

Jaqobs stated that she spoke to Owen who was in the Coliseum

Hotel Coffee Shop with Rip O'Reilly on June 5. Owen pointed
. to a picture of Sirhan in the newspapers and told her-that he
was the hitchhiker that he had picked up on June 3.. Owen told
her that ﬁe had taken Sirhan to the Ambassador Hotel and that
: Sirhan expfessed a desire ;o purchase a horse he was trans-.

porting to Oxnard. Berﬁ‘Morris, the owner, stated that he was

-

not present during Owen's relating of the incident to Jacobs.

He did recall that Owen was in the coffee shop on June 5.

Rip O'Reilly, a professional boxer under contract to Owen, was
interviewed. He stated that he lives at the Coliseum Hotel

and that Owen came there on June 5 t6 see him. Owen, related
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fiabricating; tlié story..

Gwenl's: Background

(wem was bBoxrm on: Apriild 133’;,, b3, i Bshland, Ghic. He attended
ties UWhiversiity of Soutliern Califarnia. where lie played varsity
footBall.. Bar: many pears: lie: was: & sparring partner for ex-

Hesswyweight. Boxing: champiom, Max: Baer..

wern. fad claimed thHat He Had been: am erdaifned mfnister since
937! e’ that: he. held a cvedenitiiall wiith tliee Ciarles M. Holder
Niiniistry:,. Ines.. an: Cultom: Sreet: in Des Bngeles.. DBuring his
July 3 interview im Sen: Francisco, Gwen. admitited. that he had
otk Been. l‘eéa]f'.'ﬂ.z- oxdained.. He stated that. he had gone into a
hatie]. roon for- several days during which time BRe prayed. This
cometiituted s apdetnmenti..

Gem: was. arvested am: suspicieam af pobbery fm: I930 by the I.on.g
Baacih Palice: Department: But: was: released the. same day. Over

the: years Gwen. Has: Been iinwolved :Emluar:':'ous- suspicious and ille-
grd. activities.. Am snalysis af the tatal record of Owen's police
necord a'nd' fnvestigations: iinto his actiwvities: reveal that he

has Been. fnvolved iir: several fire insurance claims involving

' Miiss personal. and cthurcl: properties, and he Bas several times

Been: Iinvalyed: in extra-.-ma:r:i'ita-]] and' peternity lnvestigations.
His religicus. activiities .a'.ne: af: e rural evangelfstic type
wiitil. makeshift facilities. Qwen has advertiised l‘u':'ms-elf as
"phe: Walking Bible™ and ciies: Ripley"s: "Bulieve It or Not" as
proof that he has complete vecall af the Bible. His method is
that of a huckster, calling for the. believing to listen to his

[
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that 6wén probably did pick.up a hitchhiker in ‘the downtown
area, though not necessarily on June 3, 1968. Owen thén com~-
bined a series of events which had occurred on va;ious dates

and developed his story. The small discreéancies in his stories
would accounht for some vague.fémiliarity that Owen had with
each incident but that he would forget minor details from
telling to telling.

" Involvement of Jonn G. Christian

Three telephone célls were received by investigators £rom Jonn
Christiaq, a magazine writer, one each on August 7, 9 and 11,
1968. Christian indicated that he had a tape of Jerry Owen's
account énd that he wished to assist the Department in its
iﬁvestigatioh. He went so far as to suggest that he and an
assgciate, William Turner; be "depﬁtizéd.' Christian sought
to listen to the Ld% Angeles Police Department tape of Owen's
account so that he could noﬁe discrepancies. It was Christian's
og;nibn that Owen and, Sirhan were together on June 4, 1968,
and 'that Owen was to assist Sirhan with his escape. Because
Sirhan had been captured, Christian believed that Owen had

concocted his story to establish an innocuous reason for being

" with Sirhan.

Investigators sought then to establish the validity of
Christian's allegation. It was believed that Owen was not
involved with Sirhan in.a conspiracy or that he had ever seen
him. .However, Christian's élaim had to be disproven .completely.

Christian himself carried his claim to various goverhmental
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bodies toc plea for their aid in investigating kis allegation.
pis actions caused investigators deep concexrn as each time
they would feel that the Christian claim had been satisfactorily
explained to other interested parties, Christian would success-
fu].ly enlist the support of another agency.

Christian mailed two extensive confidential letters to the
Departrnent outlinimg his “original, unigqwe amé cmfider:ntial
information™ regarding the assassination. The material repre-.
w Christian's theory regarding the déiscrepancies in Owen's
story. Christian also attempted to establisk a link between
Owen and Dr. Carl MacIntyre, the minister reportedly connected
by New Orleans Bistrict Attormey James Garrisen with the John

F. Kemnedy assassination.

Investigators were able to establish tﬁat Christian had been
contacted by George Pavis, Owen"s attorney, whe told Christian,
"X think I*m broken inr on th:e Senator Kemmedy conspiracy.”
Davis asked Christian to handle his press relIeases. '

William Turner, Christian‘'s partner and an ex-F.B.I. agent
twrrned f£ree lax.:we writer, had been previously associated with
Davis. Twmmer had lost a campalign for public office in the
June primaries, and Pavis had been his campafgn manager. In.
addition, Turner had been associated with the radical publi-
cation "Ramparts™ amd has written a book entitled "Tl:-l.e Police
Es.tab-lisbmerit."'

¥t £s anticipated that Jonn Christian and William Turner will
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publish: o meh.aw: pedliicdyy reveal). thiedir t:gm:w regaxding ‘
-Jeryy Owean and: Sirhan.. Theyy have: consistentlyy a't:.“l:tgmp:t&d‘. to
stitiacli: aredimuoe: ton thedi oladiniby; enliwting: the suppoxtt of high
renking govexnment: offiicdadls £6w. thei: clwdiin:. Theyy wi1ll also
DiKedyy am not: stiow- up; iin conjimetibn: with any, attempt: to- 1ink
the: tiwoo Kannedy: assassdpatibnss,, am ewenrtt which: will definitely
omonr: i ome: fEn:mm:. anothex:.

0r: tiwoo omoasdonss Qhird st hen admt tiedd too 1hwvestigatoass that: his
opinionss resgpacdiirg Owen: ‘amd? Sdirhlan. wexes omlyy theoxibss ., He

| fiartlier asdfni’tted’ that: hec wass investigating: thee possibiility of a

msplnanyy ams s writerr and) that: 1¥7 az conspiracyy A mot‘ exist

Becbweear: Sdichian: amEOWe.m, hie> &l.53 mott. hlave: aa stoxy. "

THis: investigatiom hlass' gatheredd ssoh': ivfbamation: ass tbo indicate

that, Jearyy Oerr: Gl mot: Know: ox: evex: meett Sivhan:. Thes remaining

pibeas: too Hee itsexrtedd iirton ther investipation are: thosecwhich

comltE: o, pHysdcally bie: obitadied:. Thike ihcdidéss a diect.

meetitrg between® Sdxh'ans and Oven.. OWen:.hiimsedX:;, on~ the: advice

off Riss attorney, hass beenr. redlxctant: tbo continuwer assditing:
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QPHE VIRGINIA TERESI INVES&GATION

Mfs. Virginia Teresi voluntarily contacted .this Department on
June 5, 1968, regarding three men in a vehicle whom she had
observed on June 3, 1968. Mrs. Teresi alleged that she observed
these men with guns and that she overheard conversation which
included the word "Kennedy." hrs. Teresi eventually identified
a photograph of Sirhan Sirhan as one of the three men in the

vehicle.

Subsequent investigation revealed that Mrs. Teresi had fabricated
the whole story. She had been fearful for Senator Kennedy's
safety, and after the shooting she wanted to assure that a
complete investigation would be mﬁde. A description of the

Virginia Teresi investigation follows.

The Investigation

On June 5, 1968, at approximately 6:00 a.m. Mrs. Virginia Teresi,
121, contacted the Department by telephone and stated that she
had information relevant to the shooting of Senator Robert F.
Kennedy. Mrs. Teresi was interviewed on June 5, 1968, at 11:30

She stated that on June 3, 1968, between 3:00 p.m. and 43130 p.m.
she was in her vehicle, parked westbound at the north curb of
Melrose Avenue approximately 150 feet east of St. Andrews Place;
As she started forward in the curb lane, a westboun&-vehicle
passed herand puiled abruptly to the curb between her vehicle

and the cornei of St. Andrews Place. There_were three males in
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tite: front seat ;0f tiie vehicle and no one in the rear seat.

As: the wehicle st‘.op-ped,, the passenger in the right front seat
jumped: eut. and steod on the curb. He appeared. to be very
excited. He turned back toward the vehicle,, leaned forward
througli the. apen riight front door and appeared to be engaged-
im & keated conversation with the two men remaining in the
walificle. '

M, Tevest. pulled to the left and attempted to drive around
tihe. parRed wehfcle. As she pulled abreast of the vehicle, the
rightt gide of her welifcle was within a few inches of the left
slide af thie parked ene. At this point she was forced to stop
hecsuse: af Beavy traffic..

e windews: af hoth: cars were open, enabling her to overhear
parts: af tite: canversation between the man on the curb and the
acr:uptan'ﬂs af the welifcle. The driver said, "Get your ass in
tihe- ecaxr, we Rawe to g_et' him tonight."™ The man on the curb said,
"I doni want. ta, I"m afraid.” Pne of the men in the car said
sametliing that fnecluded the word "Kennedy." There was some '

adtiticonal conversation that Mrs. Teresi could not overhear.

Bit tiidie time the man on. the: curb stood erect, and Mrs. Teresi
abserved tire handle of ét small revolver protruding from the
waistiend of his tzousers .. The man on the curb notic_:ed Mrs,.
Tepesi 'Jlaaka':'n'g at them. He again leaned’ forward jinto the
velifcle and spoke: ta the men inside. All three men then stared

&t hexr for several secénds.

-537~
2025,RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The man on th‘m:b jumped back into i:he‘r and said something
that included the words "Wilshire Boulevard.® %he vehicle
accelerated rapidly and Mrs. Teresi last cbseérved it westbound

on Melrose Avenue.

When the vehicle pulled away, Mré. Yeresl cbseived two rifles
leaning against the back seat. These rifles were partially
covered with a green Bblanket, but approximately six inches of

the barrels were exposed teo view,

1 § .

Mrs. Teresi them made a right turn outo $t. Andiéews Place and
parked in front of ker house., e did rnot ses thi¢ vehicle nor

* the men again..

Brs. Teresi px::olwide& i_imresﬁgat@rs"- with desexdptions of the
three men and the wehicle, Sfe had not notieed the license
number. Mrs. Teresi was shown & photograph of Sirhan, and she
pesitively Identifiied him ds #he man whe had jumped from the
wehicle.

The Follow-up Investigation

Qo June 14, 1968, Mrs,. Teresi was peintarviewed. She repeated
her original story. She alse stated thidt on June 3, 1968, up.on
arriving home falllowing e abova: iinmcident, she Hdd telephoned
the Los Angeles @Fffice: of tiie F.BJ. and told iﬂi‘ém wvhat si:e had
seen: and heard. The: P.B.IL. wis W‘ﬂ aid thay determined
that there was mo record of Hiis cxl'l. ThHe F.BuI. indicated
that if a call of this nature Had Beenw received, the files would

go findicate.
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On June 14, M!. Teresi advised investig!ors that on the
evening of June 12, while she was driving to a friend's house,
she was followed for several blocks by a mén driving an expensive
dark sedan. This man did not attempt to contact her nor did he
commit any overt acts. Mrs, Teresi took a zig-zag route to her
friend's house but was unable to evade the following vehicle,
When she stopped at her friend's house, the vehicle which had
been féllowing her passed and she did not see it again. Mrs,

Teresi had no further information about this car or the driver.

On June 16, Mrs. Teresi contacted investigators by telephoiié

and reported that on June 15 at approximately 7:00 p.m. & female
Caucasian appfoximatély twenty-five years of age had knocked on
her door and attempted to engage her in conversation. Mrs. i
Teresi refused to open:the door. The female remained standiig
in front of Mrs. Teresi's apartment for approximately five .

minutes and then left on foot.

On June 18, 1968, at 6:00 a.m. Mrs. Teresi contacted investiw~
gators by telephone and stated she had received a threateniig
note. During the conversatin she was crying. She stated tfiat
she was very ffightened. It appeared to investigator that she
was in a highly emotional state of mind. She refused to discouss
the details of the incident by telephone and asked the Investi~

gator to come to her home as soon as possible.

When the investigator arrived at Mrs, Teresi's home, she showed
him a photograph that had been clipped from a local newspapexr's

This photo showed Senatox Kennedy lying on the floor of the kitchen
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In 1963 the _statéd: that Hrs. Teresi was
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: IQ'JGOL'DEN "GARTER' INVESEIGATION

Thiec ownerss of - the- Golﬂen Gaxtexr: Inn,, 2605 West: Valley Boulcvaird

AAhpambra;, alleged’ thiat: Sdikhan, B.. Sirlian: was averlieard making a
threatenihg: typecz statement: ify, thied’r- beer: bar during the weeks
Juati prioe:- to.- the. shopting: of” Senator: Kennedy..

Thhacibyvestigation. ikto: the: alllegation. identified the person
déscribedd by withessess and® d&ternined’ thiat- he was not associsted
witthy; , bk 486 reembilec Sirtian,. '

TheeAllegation.
Deiectivec B, Abaroniiur; , AdhHambixa. Bolice: Department:, received &

tedbphone: call) £4om: Jpsept, and’ Qerl Martigand, owners of tle
GolflenGarter: Inm; , whico advised: i that: Sirlan. Had wisited their
birr onn aa number: off ogsasdionss iim tie necant: weeks.. Rtiaronian
npht£ieds thec Lbs: Angeles: Pedice: Department. and arrangements were
madee £6a- thies. ihvestibatoxs: tor use. Alliaibra Palice facilities #o
conduct: Lhtervitwss. ' .

Josep,tizna::'l:.iggrd.:' stated that: He obiserved z. mam wlicr He thought
V-V\B.SS Sirham. sdttiing: adl a: table in hi's bar: on. May 2%, 1968, with -
az customex:- mamed: James: IZL. Wilson.. When: e approaclied the table
hisc overtieard; thiec subijiott witt: Wilkom sy "we'ID gat: Rim wlion ke
comes:. tboLbss Abgedess ™ Wilkom Iovked fim Martigeni's direction
apdd "Coodl 1t , cood) 4L ™ Mamtitpmii dlsmssed Wilvon''s Bax: tab
wi.thh hibin. at! that: tdines,

Martiganii picked: sixhan! k. phatograph. fram. & group: off Iook-alikes

and stated that this man most nearly resembled tlie man sitting
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examination, rg results of which indicag he was telling the

truth.

Robert Andrese told investigators that he had ac;:omp-amied

James Wilsen to the Golden Garter Inn four or five times. During
the :ponth of May Be gave Wilson a ride to and f£rom work and they
stopped at the GolIden Garter Inn on their way home. Andrese was
driving a 1965 Waliant sedan. and denied driving a 1959 DeSoto.
Andrese stated that Wf;!son was not ‘interested in politics, pol-
itical candidates., or the current election. He doesn't recall
seeing Wilson since m.ay 29, 1968 and verifies that his last
wvisit to the Golden Garter Inn was on May 28, 1968. Investi-
gators noted that Endrese had a vague resemblance to Sirhan.

Porothky Manning was fnterviewed at her residence where she lives
with James WiIson, Edwin Ness and Rhonda Green. She told investi--
gators that she was employ&d at'the Golden Garter Inn during.

May 1968. Slie metl Robert Andrese during that period of time; !
and’, he drove Wilson. and Liex home from the Golden Garter Inn
after she got off work. Sli€ stated that the person sitting with
wilson the nighit Martigani reported seeing sirh_an with him was .
Radrese. Ramning verified Andrese's vehicle to be a 1965 _
Waliant, She stated dhdt éllie had ridden in his vehicle on

gexeral amcasfdng‘.-

Beruld pitz énd" Harey P';iﬁima'ri were identified by Joseph a;ud
Carll Martigani & the customers who shot pool with the man
alleqged to- be SirHan. . PatZman stated that he ;:was not sure the
person he saw in the bar was Sirhan. He told investigators the

phictograph. of Sirhan looked similar to someone he had seen in

-546~
2025-RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

-

O s | N Hors 1Y o ;A R P Fe 4 ] B oY e g e N Wt =S et | R e | 1 e - e mmn o m



AR TR ALy . o g v TP A Yoy, L

. sene -—u-—-..~., .

" e g . =

| ;
with Wilson. H.,could not say it definit‘ was Sirhan. He

.xeported observing other customers playing pool with the man

who looked like Sirhan, inciuding Wilson.

carl Martigani stated he cbserved Wilson alight from a vehicle
in the parking lot behind his bar. Wilson was accompanied by

a man who resembled Sirhan, however, Martigani could not recall
observing the man inside his bar. He described the vehicle as
a 1959 DeSoto or Chrysler, orange and white or pink and white.
He was shown a photograph of Sirhan's car and stated it was not

the same vehicle. He could not positively identify Sirhan as

the man with Wilson.

Officers Hobert Taylor and Ted Markot, Alhambra Police Department, .

stated they had observed a perxson in the Golden Garter playing

pool who resembled Sirlian.

The Investigation _
Jameés Wilson viewed a photograph of Sirhan and advised investi-
gators that It looked lfke a man ke had worked with, Bob Andreée;

He stated that he héd gone to the Colden Garter with Andrese
each evening for apprmximateiy two weeks while they were working-
together. He recalled the.conversation reported by Martigani,
b;t wa; certain that it occured om Nay 28th. Wilson explained
that Andrese talkéd about gcﬂiﬁics continually and that part-
icular ?ime he was becoming excited, so Wilson told p@m to "cool
it." Wilson stated that was the last time he saw Andrese. He
reported that he never observed sﬁ:ﬁam_fu.ﬁhe Golden Garter or

played pool with him. WiIson was.administered a polygraph
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| .
the bar but ‘H:ed this was not the per.\. Mr. Pitz state;i
that he thougﬁt he had shot pool wiyh Sirhan at the Golden
Garter, but was not certain of the identity of this person.
He stated he thopght the person to be Mexican; approximately
twenty;eight years old, with heavy acne marks on his face who

spoke broken English with possibly a Spanish accent.

Bdwin Ness viewed a photogr;ph of Sirhan and stated that this
photograph resembled the individual he knew as Bob (Andrese)
with the exception that Bob combed his hair stréight back and
had a pock-marked facé. He stated Bob's car was a Valiant and
to the best of Ness's knowledge Bob had accompanied Wilson to

the bar on many occasions.

Mr. William ®. Woodburn, a customer oé}the Golden Garter Inn,
stated he has played pool on occasion with an individual whose
facial features somewhat resemble, but are not identical to those
of Sirhan's. wSodburn identified a photograph of Andrese as

& man he played pool with.

Steve Steuart stated he shot pool at the Golden Garter Inn with
& man resembling Sirhan. He.was unable to identify the photo-

graph of Andrese as being In the Golden Garter, but advised

investigators that one of the Martigani brothers called him

after Senator Kennedy was shot, and told him Sirhan had been in
the har. He stated that it was his opinion that this story was

created by the Martigaﬁi Brothers who desired attention. He

stated he was unable to furnish any factual information concerning

Sirhan or any associates in the.Golden Garter.

I
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Kathy Venne, a temporary bar maid at €olden Garter, vwiecwed
photographs of Andrese, Wilson and Sirhan and stated that she
had never seen any of these persons in the Golden Garter. It

was noted that she worked there only two nighﬁs.

Linda Strugeon, night bar maid at the Golden Garter Imn, readily
identified photographs of Wilson and Andrese as customers she
had seen at the bar. She was sure that she had not seen Sirhan

at that location.

Investigation of Female Seen at the Golden Garter Inn

Officer Don Trumble, Alhambra Police Department, stated that Be
observed a individual who resembled Sirhan im éhe Colden Garter
Inn on at least one occasion during May 156¢8. HNe also recalled
seeing a blond female enter the Golden Garter Imn. %he was
wvearing dark horn-rimmed glasses and was dese¢ribed as Beifng .
very big busted. BHe recalled a patron remarked that #he girl
was a friend of ;Jims' -(Wilson). A photeograph of Beverly Corey
was shown to Trumble, and he stated she appeared to be the:same.
girl as he saw in the bar, but was unable to make & posftive

identification.

Beverly Khoury and Barbara Corey went to the Siirham home on: June
?, 1968, to console Adel Sirhan whom they both kwew well. Both
girls are dancers. They denied that they knew Sirfan: Sirkan.
Photographs and physical descriptions of. these women. were used
by investigators when interviewing witnesses who alleged that

they had seen Sirhan Sirhan with women.

A photograph of Beverly Corey and Barbara Khonry was; shown. ta
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witnessés connected with the Golden Garter Inn as a result of
the statement by Officer Trumble. Joséph and.Carl Martigani
and Trumble were the only ones who identified Corey as having

been in the bar. 'None of them stated thef‘were positive im this

identification.

Both girls denied ever being at the Golden Garter Ian or being

acquainted with any of the principals in this investigation.

Results of the Investigation

_ Robert Andrese was identified as the person who resembled

Sirhan and was reported being seen in the bar. %Yhe reported
threatening statement was identified as being part of a heated
political discussion and not a threat of bodily injury to anyone.

The allegation that Beverly cbrey was seen in the Golden Garter
remains unsupported with the following evidence being in direct
copflicé: Corey 'is slim and not big busted; she has dark hair,
not blond; and she deni;s ever being in the bar. No witnesses
were able to go on record with a positive identification of her
being at the bar. |
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.. J(.).HN GEARHART | .

subsequent to the announcement of Sirhan's arrest in the Robert
Kennedy_assassination; John Glenn Gearhart,'a 47 year old office
worker, contacted the Los Angeles Police Department and made

the statement that he had spoken to Sirhan B. Sirhan at a bar

in Glendora the night of the shooting. Gearhart alleged that

a group of people with sirh;n told him that Sirhan was going to
take care of Kennedy. Investigation revealed that Gearhart lied
to investigators regardiné the incident. An account of the

investigation follows:

On July 15, 1968, Gearhart stated to investigators he had

attended an American Legion Dinner between 6 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.,

" on Election Day, Juné 4, 1968. He then drove to a bar, "The

Talk of the Town," 5230 North Citrus Avenue, Glendora. He
arxived there shorﬁly after 9:30 p.m. and sat next to a young
male at the bar; He descéibed this young male as Cuban or
Italian, in his early twenties, 5-7/5-8, 135, small build,

@ark skin, wearing a light blue long sleeve dress shirt with
thé cuffs turned up, dark trouseré, and dark grey swede shges{
Re stated thaf they engaged in a conversation and that he
stated, "I hope McCarthy wipes out Kennedy.“_ The young male
replied, “You don't have to worry, we have that taken care qf.'
Cearhart Introduced himself, and the young man replied, "My namé
is Sirhan Bishara Sirhan." They spoke about Resurféction City.
and later this man stated, "I have plenty of money and a nice

car." "I am from -:rorc.iam.'.l
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Mr, Gearhart observed two young females sitting at the bax and

"asked one of éhe two to dance, but she refused. He asked the

other and she accepted. After they finished dancing, he observed
two males join the womeﬁ. '?hese men were both described as male
Italians between twenty-two and twenty-seven years old, and taller
then the man who introduced himself as Sirhan. Gearhart left

the bar and the two males and two females followed him. One of
the men approached him and asked him why he had been dancing Qith

his girl. Gearhart became apprehensive and pretended to be drunk.

" They took Gearhart to the Thrifty Drugstore Coffee Shop across

the street from the bar. One of the men stated that Gearhart
didn't have to' worry about Kennedy winning the election "as
Sirhan had things taken care of." When Gearhart stated that
Sirhan. must be pretty big in politics, one of the men looked at
his watch and stated, “Ié's getting late, we have a party to go
to in Los Angeles. We have to go back and pick up Sirhan.“.
Gearhart stated that he arrived home at approximately 11:05 p.m.,

fixed a sandwich,-and watched 'the election returns on television.

Gearhart stated that he had only two drinks at the dinner and
two more while at the bar. He stated that he found one of the
girl's purses in his vehicle the next morning and during his

lunch hour he took the purse to the bartender at the bar.

The investigating officer showed Gearhart photographs including
2 photo of Si;han Sirhan and several look-alikes. Gearhart was
unable to identify the photo of Sirhan as being the man he spoke
to at the bar. The investigating officer advised Gearhart that

other witnesses statements confliéted with his as to Sirhap's
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whereabouts J!!ween 9:30 and 10:30 pP.m., the night of June 4th.
Gearhart remained adamant and stated that he had not made up

his story.

Interview of Bartender George Naumis

The bartender at the "The Talk of the Town", George Naumis, was
interviewed on July 15, 1968. He stated he did recall the people
being in the bar and Gearhart returning the purse, but was unable
to recall the date or the day of the week. Mr. Naumis believed
that the people had stayed until the bar closed at 2 a.m., on

the day iq question and further stated the purse belonged to a
Mexican girl who worked for "Ric Car" on Citrus Avenue. Mr.
Naumis was unable to identify the photo of Sirhan as a person

in his bar that night.

Igperview of Dolores Licon

Dolores Diane Licon is employed for "Ric Car"™, 239 North Citrus,
Avenue, Covina. _Licon st;ted that she did not go to "The Talk
of the Town" on June 4, 1968; however, she did go there with
friends one Thursday night after attending the fights at the
Olympic Auditorium. Licon, and her friends, stayed until the
bar closed at 2 a.m. When they left the bar they observed a
drunk, who she identified as Gearhart, getting into his-vehicle.
Because of his drunken condition, they took him to a coffee shop
across the street from the bar. While in the coffee shép, they.
discussed hunting, but no one mentioned politics. After Licon
left the coffee shop she recalled that she had left her purse

in the drunk's vehicle. The next day she picked her purse up at
the "Talk of the Town". Licon astated that no one in her party

danced with Gearhart.
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Additional Interviews

- Jane Arrant, William Michael Kirkpatrick, Janet Marie Reinke

and QOhn Carl Woods were identified as being the group with
Dolores Licon the night in question. They were all interviewed
and confirmed Dolores Licon's statement. In addition, Kirkpatrick
stated that hié attention was first called to Gearhart when
Gearhart made a remark to his girlfriend causing him to become

angry.

~Om Jﬁly 23, 1968, Mr. Gearhart was administered a polygraph

examination by Lt. Hernandez in the polygraph facilities of the
&cientific Investigation Division. The results of the polygraph
examinétion of Gearhart indicated that he had been untruthful.
His responses indicated that he had never talked to or saw
Sirhan Sirhan in person. Subsequent to this examination, Mr.
Gearhart admitted that he had lied. He stated that he had never
geen or talked to.Sirhan Sirhan. He said that he was ashamed of
Bimself and could not understand why he had made up the story.
His only explanation was that during the second World War, his
brothers gave a good account of themselves with the Marines in
Guadal-canal and he himself was kept in the United States and
never had the opportunit§ to go overseas. Gearhart stated that
he was trying to show that he was being a good citizen and

could offer something to his country.

\
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Miss- Veronita: De: Niex:,, MMat'ion.dErk. at the Los Angeles
Eiltmore. Hotel,, notified: thie. Department that she had observed
aanegé.ttna:t-ibn.-mzﬂ‘- Hearipg: the name- of Sirhan Sirhan on June 1,
1958.. A.detailed and complete: investiyation into the matter
a:poaed the: allegation. to. have bHeen. fabricated by two hotel

Thie: Allegatibn.
Miks: De- Nier-was: ihterviewed” on: June 25, 1968. She stated that

siie: remenliered” olisexrwvihg a: negistration card bearing the name

off Sirhen. Sixtan, ik, thie: caxd nacK. at tle Biltmore Hotel on

Jdhpes 1), 19%86. Shee Sslme.d.‘- titer cand tor & co-employee, Eva Grecco;
and: the: twon of” them sﬁwe.dc tlie. carnd to. hotel typist, Lucy Boothe,

nemaxking that. tiie: Rame: uacs-: unusual.,

e Nijex- neported” thiat. aftexr tlie assassination she and Grecco
disomesest tie: aedhoifience: off SirHan!s stay at the hotel just
prijox: tor the: shontihg.. ThHey:- chiecked the guest register but were
unatile: to: find’ & record oft Sixlan's stay.. She stated that the
hotel. nanagement. had ::emo.vad: &Ll z:gcoz.:ds of Sirhan's registration
and Hat asinonistied epplayees: not. to reveal Sirhan's stay at the.
Hotell..

Miss., Grecceor venified De: Niex''s atatement. about seeing the
negistration: card or June: Ist: and: about: showing the card to
Baotlie.. Site adiadl that_f: aftter: seeing Sirhan's photograph on
1}al‘evzsimr stie: recalled giving him a xoom key on June 1, 1968.

gshe stated that Sirhan was with a man who was sending a telegram.
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The: two» men wg_kec'{ to the Btairway and t-:-l.lghﬁeci in & CoWer-
sation, which she could not hear: B&he Eéihéiniiéfé'ci né Eéiégi'eirh
was' directed to Loma Linda University and the Gohterts Féad in

part "Arrived from Bagdad."

ghie st'.ated' that she had been faiiticned by the h6ter mdsdgement
mot: ta reveaD mny' tnformatien, bit S6Wid ROE FERGTDEE WG
mimonishied” fex:.. She reporéed that §HE WiS tnablé €6 JOWHtE the
vagistration csed and suggested -shat 6 RE6EET MAEYSGREHE had
probably- removed &Il records 6f Simhan's F&GIdeSFeTdH.

Mie: Investiqgation

@ther: emplayees of the hotel weré &ontdétdd by Frvestidatdrs.
Ducy Boothe: stated that De Hier did ¥édEs showsd HEE & diird
which contained & foreign seunding Rdié, BoE ¥t Wi Mot sirhan
Sfrhan. 8he could not remember the REme ¥ the date oE the
fncident.. Hatel: Resident Mandger ThHomdd O Hara, Astisthnt: |
Mmager Andrew- Martiir and Secuzity CFFHQA Mark' Hehdricks all
denfed a‘oncea‘l':i:'ng_ the card o¥" ddnonighitig éiploydes® th” refiain

siilent concerning Sirhan redigtering &8 ¥ Bilthores:

e -

The telegram referred: to By CYEdto wass Idefted:: IESwaes se’n-t‘;--t:Et.c
Dr.. Julin Petersom,, resident physician: AL o™ 1dhaas vhibersity
.t stiated "Nrrived yewterdty, My 3Lt £YOM Baguads / stagings
BiPtmore Hutel. -Siigred’ Déxr Higopia, A" pRY. peteREsA waSS ihRERL"
vilewed® and” stated’ that tHe pRaigon. sen—‘atihg-" theC tbeLgTam~wrES DS -
Noses Der Hagopian,: & medlcwdl doctor” praetiting? 14:pHEAAES who*
wisited him while Hagppin. stayed at:Iofa” Ikhda?vhivEEsityy: The®
visit lasted twelve days, during which time Dr.:Hagopian did
gome advance research on the treathent-of-diabetes: -
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Investigation revealed that Dr. Hagopian arrived in Los Angeles
on June 1, 1968, and returned to Bagdad, Iraq, on June 13, 1968,
H;gopian was not interviewed, however, beqause the Biltmore

Hotel investigation did not begin until June 25, 1968.

Investigators reviewed hotel registration records from 1963
through June 1968 and found no registration in the name of
Sirhan Sirhaﬁ. The Biltmore.Hotel's registrations are typed on
a continuous roll of paper which is kept as a permanent record.
The roll, including guests féom May 31, 1968, to June 4, 1968,
was examined for cuts, splices or other alterations and none
were founa. The;e were no indications that anyone tampered

with the records.

Reinterviews with De Nier and Grecco resulted in the following
discrepancies: Miss De Nier stated the name on the registration
was Sirhan Sirhan; Grecco was insistent that it was Sirhan B.
§irhan, Mrs. Grecco viewed a packet.of photographs and identi-
fied a photo of Sirhan as the man to whom she gave the room key..
It was noted that this was the photograph that receivéd wide
circulation via television and the press after the assassination.
She was shown a second group of photographs containing two other
éhotographs of Sirhan, and she stated she had not given the key
to any of the men in that group.

Conclusions

The allegation that Sirhan registered at the Biltmore Hotel on
June 1, 1968, was proven to be false through a check of the

hotel records. Investigation into Sirhan's background and
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activities imdicated that he had not heen at the Bfi ltmore Hdbei.

" ¥he persons .makimg, the allegation, De Nier and Grecco, would

ot change their storfes or any of the statements they ocrigi-
nally made. It could not be determined what prompted them to

] \ . B .
make the allegation.
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.- JOHN. ERHEY .
Jolin. Faliey became the: snbliect of an: inwestigation. by, the. F.B.i.,
and this Departiment. aftexr reparting that he had:met: a.weman,
pr:iiqr: to the assassipatiom: af Rabert Kennedy, who tedd:him that
the. assassinatfon wauld accur. Faley described: an @E;ic_@tea
series: af events inwalving #his: weman. and two- ma;p(_ss whoe adlegediy .
timeatiened and fallowed Bim. Raley ldentified: Munlyn: Sirhan: as
& man who follawed and threatemed him. He also ifentdfied
Sirhan Sirhan as befng, inwalved. Rabey hecame: invedmed: .v(i_-;l'-'l'l., &
newspaper writer, m::nandow Faura and the: Eahey- aclllmfd_:é.mﬁ-. wexe:

publicized. ‘

Jahm Faey was: given a polygraph emmfnat‘-i'an- hy; thiz Depantment:
md: it was. determinad tha& be: was. hein.g, uni::.'uhhf.q]n. Hahey sub-
sequently admitted that Re r:a.d‘ fabricated his: s;ﬁqz:g, ofr & cqn-
spiracy. Interviews. with witnesses and inconﬁiﬁteagi’e;&. in his
statements repudiated Bis: allegatiens. 3n. aqqmmt:t qf- the: John:
Pahey i’nve-stig;atiinn fallaws =

@n June 6, I968, John Fahey deseribed the follewing events tQ
investigators at the F.B.X. @ffice in: Las Angeles.. Eahey: shated
that am June. £, 1968, at 3 m.m., he was at the Aubassaden Hoted.
Cofifece Shop to keep am appaintment. Bis: expecied appeintment:
@id not arrive. He observed two Latim appeaxing mem apeaking

a foreign language .Ihml': disreqarded tlredix preaq‘n_q,e_..,

Fahiey met and engaged im canwersatien an attragiive woman whom
he noticed aumtside the coffee shop. He and' the woman wenk into
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the shop for breakfiast. The woman tdold Rahey that she needed

" help obtafning a passport and that she was involved in some-

thing that she: could not divulge. to Lim. She gave him several
first nanes hefore stating tiratt her mame was Gilderdine

Oppenieiner.

The woman agreed fo drive to the Gxnard - Wentura area on
Fahey's bhusinesz calls. As they were Dedawing the restaurant
the woman fndicated to him dhiat. they were Peing. watched and
looked taward onc af tHe Latin males: Faliey Had observed earlier.
!'anegr subgequently selected a photogqraph: of Ninir Sirhan as
kaving & close resemblance: tw this: man..

En route to Ozoand the woman tolld Rihey that ste was involved
with a group planning td "take: care af™ Senadtor Kennedy. The
woman: was: upset and ﬁumd Faltey that they were being followed by
& billwe: Valkswagen. He stopped His: velifcle nesr a large boulder
in & mvadside park and. the dreiwer of Hlie Blue: Volkswagon stopped
besfde hn\.'s: velfele and stared at hiim.. Thi's wliicle then drove

SWEY

Fahey caontinuved tior Wemura and: returned’ to Los Angeles at
7:30 p.r. Faley Defi tlie womanm it tHe Embagsador, intending
act tow become inwalved with Hex..

Mn dane: 5, 1968, Falley Dearned of tle awsgssination of Kennedy
and ke search for x woman. Be gave tller above account to the

E.IEIII.‘
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Subsequent Interviews

John Fahey was subsequently interviecwed several times by the
F.B.I. and this Department. During these interviews he elabo-
rated upon his original account and gave inconsistent versions

of the events.,

During an interview by the F.B.I. on June 7, 1968, he asserted
that there were two vehicles following him. The other vehicle
was a late model Ford which was the first vehicle to follow him.
The woman had acknowledged that the vehilces were a part of the

"group."

On June 18, 1938, Fahey reported that the blue Volkswagon had
foildwed him again. This allegedly occurred that same day,
June l8th. Fﬁhey did not obtain the license number though he
had been advised to do so by the F.B.I.

F.B.I. investigators retraced the Oxnard trip with Fahey and he
expanéed on the incideﬁt near the boulder. He stated that the
driver of the Volkswagon alighted from the vehicle and stared
at him. During this interview he also stated that he had .
stopped Et the same location before the Volkswagon arrived and
- that he had carried the woman to a deseérted life guard station

where they talked for ten to fifteen minutes.

Mr. Ron Smith, Fahey's employer, advised investigators that
Fahey told him that the man in the Volkswagon had pulled out a
gun and held it in his hand when he gtared at Fahey. No other

interviewee related that Fahey had described a gun. Fahey denied
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to im'restigatcg's that he made this stategnt to ‘Smith,
Fahey indicated that he stopped at a gaé station and a restaurant
with the woman. F.B.I. investigators interviewed witnesses at
these locations who iﬁdicated that on June 4, 1968, at the times
indicated, they did not see Fahey in their business. Vera Walker,
a waitress at the Ambassador Hotel, stated that she had not seen
Fahey, or a woman f1tt1ng the description given by Fahey, at the
Coffee Shop; however, she reported’ that Fahey had quest;oned

her sometime after June 4th to determine her recollection of his

‘ being at the Coffee Shop.

Fahey's Involvement with Fernando Faura

On' June 19, 1868, Fahey advised the F.B.I. that he had related
_his story to a free lance Vriter, Fernando Faura. Fahey told
the F.B.I. that after he had told them his story he had read an
article by Faura in the Hollywood Citizen News relating to a
woman involved in the assassination. BHe contacted Faura who

was very excited about‘Fahey's story about the woman.

Fahey stated that Faura identified himself with a Los Angeles
Police Department “Press Pass"™ and took him to an office at the
San Fernando Police Station. PFPaura act;d very officially and

a Lieutenant Stein at the San Fernando Police Department treated

Faura as if he were connected with that department.

Faura arranged for a tape recording to be made of fahey's story.
On June 13, 1968, Paura &QVised the Intelligence Division of
this Department that he had a confidential informant who had
information regarding the Kennedy assassination. An interview
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was arranged 'th investigators. Fahey .s introduced as the
informant and éhe tape was heard. It was found to be an elabo-

rated version of the report previously made to the F.B.I.

As a resuit of the tape, several statements were found to conf- '
110; with the F.B.I. invéstigation; a thoréugh investigation was
made into the allegations and inconsistencies of Fahey's state-~
ment. Fahey subsequently advised investigators, that Faura was

a great problem to him during the investigation. Fahey contended
that Faura had iﬁfluenced his'thinking greatly, to the extent

that he began accepting Faura's theories as fact.

Fahey related several incidents to investigators regarding Faura.
On-August 24, 1968, Faura took Fahey to a hypnotist, Dr. Ray

La Scola, M.D., who had agreed to hypnotize Fahey to learn more

.0of the incident. La Scola .stated to investigators that he

believed that he was assisting in an official investigation
because he was introuduced to Faura by a San Fernando Police

Department lieutenant.

Fahey stated that he told Faura that he was apprehensive about
hypnosis and wanted to obser;e another man being hypnotized.

La Scola hypnotized a Charles Dirks who.related incidents about
the assassination. La Scola stated to investigators that during
this hypnotic session that Fahey became very excited about Dirks'
responses and nodded in agreement when Dirks describgd a girl

he had seen at the Ambassador Hotel. La Scola related that
after the hypnotic session Fahey told him of the remarks the

woman made to Fahey on June 4, 1968. Fahey used words such as
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