
EJECTION NIGHT AT THE HOTEL

... addition to Kennedy’s group, Democrat Alan Cranston and

. ublican Max Rafferty, eventual winners in the primary election 
j ;- u. S. Senator, also.had headquarters in the hotel. By 6 p.o.

.......re were many people present in the hotel including permanent 

residents, meters of the press, out-of-state guests, represen- 
citlves from a Bulova Watch Company sales meeting and General 

Ecctric product intooiuction mseeing. Delegates were arriv^g 
for the Peaific Telephone Seminar to be held on June 6th, and 

osiers were registernng for a two-day seminar for h^sital adoin- 

istrators. There was a total of 514 registered guests at the 
hotel. . . '

The oafotity of tie people arriving at the hotel, however, were 

there te attend tee fnticiPated election victory crltbrftOois. 

Jose Cervartes, a totel employee, checked’crtieltlflB of visitors 

at the Embassy Room, which was reserved for the Ktnnrdy party, 
beginning at 4.15 pm. At 6 pm., the hotel security guards 

arrived and were assigned by Wiliam Gardner, hotel security 

chief. Guards Albert Stowers and jack Merritt were assigned) to 
tte rata door of tile Embassy Room to rtltevt Cervirntes. ■ The ■ 

crews manning the three televisora moxle units in the parking 
lot began working and the Kennedy Anchor Desk in the Embassy .

Roorn was cprnrd. The victory party for Alan Cranston brgfn in 
the Pa^ Room, and'a sooII band started playing at that locftion. 
Stowers reported there were a large num>er of people in the J
Em>assy Room by 6:30 pm. .
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At 7 p.m, tiw Max Rafferty-victory celebration began in the 
Venetian Room and another band began playing. Warren ’iuu«st

Heaver, reporter for the New York Times, arrived and found 
several meters of the press present in the Colonial Room which 

had been converted into a press room for the evening. At 7:1.5 pm. 

McDonald decided to close the Embassy Room to volunteer campaign 

workers and restrict entry to those possessing press passes or 
Kennedy Staff badges. At 7:30 p.m., Captain Leonard Rohm, 

PvUlic Assemblage Writ, Los Angeles Fire Department, noted that 
the only activity in the area of the Kennedy su±te on the fifth 

floor appeared to be t:he televisoon cameera and engineering crews 

moving equipment through the halls. '

The polls closed in Los Angeles County at 8 pm. and the public 
■ bars in the hotel opened. A free Champagne bar at the Rafferty 

party.in the West Venetian Room also opened. Arthur Maddox, 

hotel guard, was statooned in the area with order’s to keep the . 

peace. A Kennedy girl., directed pedestraan traffic at the 
entrance of the Embassy Room. Barbara Schlei, a volunteer cam- . 

paign worker, was assisting Kennedy workers and VIP’s rot having 

passes into the Embassy Room.

John Fr«mkenheimer, Hopwood producer and fre°d of Senator 
Kennedy, drove the Senator to the hotel foom his home in Malibu. 
They arrived at 8:15 pm. and went directly to the Kennedy suite 

on the fffh floor. '

By 8:30 p.m., admittance to the Embassy Room was becoming diffi

cult due to more effectvve cinnril of admissions at the entrances.
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The crowd had approached the occupancy Ihit, Many witnesses, 

however, reported cicumventing the security guards and’ entering’ 
the Embassy Room by other routes after, being turned away at the 
main doors. At 9 p.m., a singing group named "Sounds of Our Times" ■ 

entered the Embassy Room and began singing while walking around 

the floor of the ballroom. Cecil R. Lynch, fire inspector of 
the Los Angeles Fire Department, determined the Embassy Room to 
be at its safe and legal capaacty at 9:310 p.m. He ordered the 
main doors to be closed to all entry except on a one-in one-out ■ 
basis. . . .

Dave Kennnely, photographer for United Press International, went ’
to the fffh floor of the hotel at 10 p.m. and found a press 
party in progress involvnng thirty to forty key meters of the 
travelog press. Back at the press headguartess in the daria 

Room, Samuel Reis, a volunteer Kennedy worker, was assigned to 
bar unauthorized persons from entering the area. Senator i

Kennedy went to a room on the fourth foor and fimmed a televisoon 

interveew for NBC. He retunned to the fifth floor and fimmed a 
joint interveww with ABC and CBS Television. The lobby became 

crowded, and the guards .at the Embassy Room door began advising 

the people to go dowentairS to the Ambassador Room. Fire 
Inspector Lynch determined the Ambassador Room to be reaching ■ ■

its occupancy limit at 11 pm. .

Midge Jay, a member of the Kennedy Staff, was leading the sing

ing and cheering from the stage of the Ambassador Room must of 
the evening. A mariachi band arrived and began playing, in 
conflict with the scheduled entertaioment■ already in progress.
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The mariachi band had not been invited, and their actions 

came close to triggering an incident with racial overtones 
involving the Mexican-American factions present in the room. 

The Sunset Room was opened, and Inspector Lynch used the mariachi 
band to lead part of the crowd into the newly opened area. This
room was spontaneously renamed the "Viva Kennedy Room" by those 
who moved their celebration there.

One hundred forty-four representatives of the news media were 

present at the hotel. The maaority were from out of the area, 
registering in 116’rooms of the hotel. The group incuuded well- 

known reporters from the largest newspapers, representatives 

from ^.1 the local papers, national magazines, wire services 

and the radio and televison media.
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PRESS COVERAGE AT THE AMBASSADOR

June 4, 1968, was the date California scheduled its Primary 
Election. The several national presidetial candidates, the 
voters and the press were aware that the winners of this 
election could become the candidate of his party in the General 
Election. The political climate, the Kennedy name and the results 
of polls, which indicated a Kennedy win, precipitated an abun
dance 'of newsmen in Los Angeles with a large proportion of these 
at the Ambassador Hotel. The world press poised and awaited the 
voice of the votersi .

The media from throughout the Free World was present in the 
crcwd. The wriUng press, national periodicals and local papers' 

were jonned by representatives of major Eastern papers, national 

wire services,, foreggn periodicass and foreggn newspapers. The ■ ■ ■
television media was represented by. the three maaor networks, 
lo^l gndependent stations, foreggn agencies and numerous 

gndependent producers, hopeful of selling their product to an 

unrepresented news agency. The radio station and independent 

newsmen, with their portable.tape recorders, completed the 
large group from the news gathernng agencies. Literally dozens 

of independent photographers, some hobbyists, some commrrial 

and some involved in educational projects also jonned the throng 

of professionals. More than 150 intorviwwees identifeed them

selves as newsmen.

The physical layout of the election headquarters was planned 

with the press in mind. The Colonial Room, adjacent to the

-140-



imbassy Ballr^^, was set up to 3000^030^6 the press. Tables, 

telephones, typewriters and teletype machines were available 
exclusively for them. . The.raised platOorm on the south wall of 
the Brassy Room was reserved for cameras and their crews.’ 

Locations were set aside for crews to set up and film interviews 

jin the Gold Room,, serving pantry and in two rooms on the fourth 

and fifth f°ors. The Kennedy Caim>aign Anchor Desk, established 

behind the Ertbassy Room stage, served as a liasoon among members 

of the news media and the Kennedy staff. The news and vote 

count was received via a portable teletype machine located nearby.
. ' ' • •

Television ^untrs were scattered throughout the hotel to alow 

press and supporters to keep inoomned of the election's progress. 

The wportmee of proper news coverage and rc«>iBsaility of the 
candidate to the Mdia appeared to be a consideration to the 
Kennedy staff. ’ Many witnesses later stated that their assign- 

mente involved assisting or directnng the press. One member of- 

Kennedy’s national steK was responsible for arranging transpor

tation so news^n c^ld. accompany the candidate throughout the 
campaign with a minimum of inconvenience'. A number of witnesses 
indicated that: complimentary biviragis were served by the Kennedy 

staff, at appropriate times, to members of the prisS.

The vote tebulatten in Los Angeles County was extre^ly sli)e on 

June 4 and newsmen, pr:tiiullrlt those engaged in live coverage, 

found thejr sequences lagging. Interviees, reports from various 

election night headquarters, vote tabulators and analyses of 
CaUtejmia pooitics by network rirsoonlitiis were utilieed to 
give the ^ogams some lciiiity.
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Newsmen assigned to a specific headquarters wandered into other 

‘ candidates' headquaaters, searching for southing to report. A

press party had began on the fifth floor of the hotel by 10 p.m., 
with thirty to forty participants. . •

Senator Kennedy's every move daring the evening appeared to have 

, been photographed or noted by the press. He was photographed 

relaxing in his room daring interveews, walking to the elevator 

, on roate to the baltacmi, speaking to the kiichen help, signing

■ aatographs and making his victory speech in the Embassy Room.

■ Photographs taken of the Embassy Room daring the speech depict

* a virtual sea of camera and sound equipment sarrounding and 

focused on the Senator. . . .

, At approximately 12:15 a.m, when Senator Kennedy ftatahed his
, speech, he was to go to a schedaled press conference in the
i Colonnal Room. Newsmen would be awaiting hi's arrival, others

_ would be flllowing him. A few were not aware of the conference.
It was not determined the reason for a .news coifcreice at 12:15 

; a.m. Witnesses stated that the deadlines for Eastern and Middle
■ Weesern newspapers were past: at the time of the speech,- however,

: other witnesses reported a rimor that members of t:he "writing"
: press were dissatisfied with the cavalier treament they had

■ received from the Kennedy staff and that they had demanded the

late hoar press conference. It was iabsequently determined that 
those reporttag the ramers were among the few not inoomed of 
the conference. None of the newsmen taeeviewwed reported being 
poorly treated daring the campaign by the Kennedy staff.

-142-



- ■ VICTORY SPEECH ■ J

By 11:310 p.m., the crowd in the Embassy Room was restlessly ■

anticipating an appearance by Senator Kennedy. Jesse Unruh, ;

Speaker Of the California Asseimly, spoke to the crowd in the ' :
Embassy Room and sett his legislative assistant, Jack C..Crose, |

to the fifh floor to get Senator Kennedy. John W. Gallivant, Jr., 

advance man for Kennedy, made arrangements to hold an elevator 

for the Senator and his Staff. The Kennedy group, assembled in 

Room 512, was led to the elevator by Uno Timinson, hotel vice
president in charge of banquets and sales. En route to the ele
vator, Senator Kennedy advised Sylvia Wright, Life Magazine 

correspondent, to avoid the crowd by staying on the fifh foror ’

unil after the speech. She was to then meet him in the Colonial .

Room prior to going to a private party for the Kennedy group at , 
The Factory, a. discotaeque bar. in Hollwood. • ' •

The group boarded the elevator and Senator Kennedy asked where 

they would exit. Wien he learned it would be the lobby, he 

■ stated he would prefer going the back way. Timinson direceed 
the group to the service elevators which took the group to the 
kitahen area. The foUownng were on the elevator en route to . 
the kithhen: Senator Kennedy,'Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, Crose, 

Gaaiivan, Timinson, Frank Mankiewicz, National Press Secretary; j

Richard Tuck, Public Relations ai.de; Fred Dutton, campaign 

Coordinator; Willim Barry, Kennedy’s bldlguard; Edward-M.na.sian, j

hotel maatre d'; Hays Gorey, Time Magazine reporter; Delores 
Huerta, a union organizer from Delano; Roolseiet Grier, ex-Ram 

football p:Liler; and Rafer Johnson, former UCLA athlete. j
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The group left the elevator on the lobby level and was led by 

Timinson through the kitchen and employees' lunch area. Kennedy 

stopped to shake hands-with numerous people and several newsmen 

and one television cameraman photographed the activity. Miresian 

remembered the kitten area being almost empty witt everything 

in order. Volunteers assisted the Citel personnel by tlearnng 
a path through the growing crowd of people. Senator Kennedy • 

stopped and autographed a poster for Mikael Wayne, a bookstore 

employee and collector of campaign autographs and souveenrs? t^n . 

proceeded past an honor guard of Kennedy giula torou^ the swing- 

iug doore and onto the stage. The time was 12:02.1.0 a.m. This . 
time-was estabisshed by KNXT video tape #456-90.

Many people were on the stage and the Embassy Room was packed 

with an over fOw crowd as Kennedy approached toe podium. He 

was greeted by applause that lasted thirty seconds, mincing it 

impoosible for him to be heard over the ptolic address system. 

News came:ras fimrned the speech from the south si.de of tlie reom, 

and the televisoon Ughts increased the heat in too already Cit 
room. Prior to the end of the speech, a group of campaign workers 

fommed a human chain to assist the Senator off toe west end of 
the stage. This was apparently dore in toe event torn Senate 
went >to the Anchor Desk which was the inoomation center re

girding election results. Senator Kennedy spoke unntl 12:14.47 a.m. 

Time established by KNXT t:ape #456-90. One of his aides said, 

"This way, Senator," and he turned and exited via toe rear of 

tte stage. ■

।
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An Overflow croB? heard senator Kennedy's victory speech in the Embassy Reborn



FROM THE STAGE TO THE KITCHEN

Senator Kennedy walked hurriedly across the’ twelve feet to the 

back door of the stage, turned right, Walked down the incUne .
and through the anteroom between the Embassy Room and the '

serving pantry. He was en route to the Colonial Room at the 
far end of the pantry. The Colonial Room was being used by the
"writing press." ' ‘ ■

According to Fred Dutton, this decision to meet with the witnng.

press in the Colonial Room and the route to be taken had been J 
planned by him and Wiliaam Borey. The decision was made five

minutes before the conclusion of the Senator's speech. Ordi- :
naaily these two men were at the Senator's side, but after . J 

returning to the stage, they were unable to get close to him. • !

Dutton recalled toat they were positooned to the left and six ‘ 

to eight feet in front of the Senator on the stage. The Senator 1

was to have exited the stage to his left and Dutton and Barry 1 ,

were t:l have proceeded him. Wien Kennedy left toe rear of the 
stage, Dutton and Barry exited the stage on the left, entered 
toe anteroom and hurriedly forced their way through the crowd ■ 
in an ateempt to catch up with Kennedy. *

A portion of t±a Kennedy party Urt ae stage via the swinging .
doors and a crowd foUwwed. As the Senator entered the pantry, , j
there were newsmen, hotel employees, Kennedy Staff meihers and J 
weel wishers ahead of him. The area within the first sixteen |
feet had been used by ABC Television as an interviww area. :
Drapes were hung over the cupboards and wooden Hattie-work "
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?' partitions covered with gteen :plastic flowers 'lined the-walls. -

> , Television cables were lying on the floor and a television.
। • moritor. stood at the northwest corner; Several individuals. 
|.. were■sitting.On tables and chairs, while .others stood in the .

[ ‘ pantry. ' ^e wav^ to the Senator, others reached out hoping .
3 . -. to shake his hand. The crowd from the'bairooom fouled behind

i ■ ■ the Senaaor. ' As the Senator' stopped to shak,e hands' with the
i kitchen help, tiiere were twenty-three known persons, crowded

I • into an area ten feet by ten- feet. . ' -

y ; Kcnnney's bodyguard, “Wiliaao Barry, was on the incHne eight .
J feet behind.hi° and Mrs. Kennedy told him, "Stay with the Senator'."

He then began pushing his'-way through the dense crowd -toward 

Kennedy. Fred Dutton exited the rear of the stage and found

/ .^self trapped'by the crowd and unable to’ reach the Senator.,

Thomas‘Perez, security guard assigned to the pantry entrance,
was. pushed aside by^the CTOwd and taapped behind a- swinging'door.

Several people noted that soooehing unusual, was occurring, since ’ 
H was alt Senator Kennedy's hait to walk ahead of his entourage*. 

Attorney Frank Burns, a campaign -advisor,, foUowed Senator * .

Kennedy from the stage.. Tuning toward the kitohen, he noted' - 
^at,Senator Kennedy was walking "quite fast." Burns. calbdl ■ 

out to - the■Senator to slow down since he was getting ahead of ' 

^^^to. . He rushed-after the .Senator,. overtck:ang him .as he . ' 
stopped to-shake hands with kitohen help. ■ ' ' ' ■

>cchard Lubic stood in the,kitohen as Senator Kennedy entered.

M‘C had been acquainted with the Kennedys and was familiar ,
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with their campaign techniques. He was mast impressed with 
the fact that the Senator was "out in front of the group alone."

Valerie Schulte foiowwed the Senator into the kiChhen. Walking 

on a crutch, she found it difficult to keep up as Senator 

Kennedy was "walking very fast."

Boris Yaro, photographer for the Los Angeles Times, stood in the 

kicchen and raised his carnera as toe Senior approached, but be
fore he could take a picture, the Senator had rushed past him.

Vincent Di Pierro, a college student and son of the hotel 
maatref, was walking to the Senator's right and was approxi

mately five feet from the Senator. Prior to the Senator's .
stopping to shake hands and converse with hotel employees, Di 

. Pierro was in the vicinity of the wad, next to the ice machine, 

that extends from the south waai of the pantry. It was at this 
lo^tion that Di Werro observed a man standing on a tray rack 
at the east end of the ice machine. He rocaHed the man as he 

had an unusual smle on his face and appeared t.o be bending 

over, holding his right hand-against his stomach. Di Pierro 
turned his attention from this man and looked in the dinctoon 
of the Senator who was speaking with hotel emmloyns.

Karl Decker and Edward M.atsita, hotel waiter captains, accom- . 

panied the Senator from the stage, to the kicchen. They had 

stopped and were standing by the Senator as he shook hands and 

spoke with the kichun help. After a few momeets, Decker reached 

out and took hold of the Senator's right arm to assist him 

toward the Colonial Room. • . _ - -
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THE SHOOTING

senator Kennedy stopped and shook hands with Martin Patrusky, 
hotel waiter,* he then shook hands with two other employees, h

vincent Di Pierro and Jesus Perez. Karl Decker, with his left 
hand holding the Senator's right arm, was standing at the west 

■ edge of the'first-eervngg table across from the ice machine.

Lisa Urso, college student and campaign worker, had driven from 

. . San Diego for the election night artiritees. She was standing 
in the pantry across from the second serving table. She saw 

■ Sirhan B. Sirhan cross her field of vision, going foom left to 
right, and move teward the Senator. Decker was two feet from 

the table looking toward the Senator when he felt Sirhan come 

betoeen him and the table. Drso saw Sirhan reach to his waist 

’ area wLth his right hand. He removed a gun and lunged teward

• the Senator with his right arm fully extended. The foiowrngg

■ statements are recollectoons of persons present in toe pantry

during the shootings

Karl Decher stated the suspect was in front of him when the 

. first shot was fieed. Decker thought the first shot was a ,
: firecracker, but when the Senator started to fall., he beejjms

■ aware that someone was shooting. Di PierrTo obseived Sirhan in
; front of h:Lm and thought he was going to shake hands wito toe

■ Senator. Then he saw that Sirhan had a gun in his r±ght hand.
! Then Sirhan was "up on his toes" and firnng. Edw^d MLnasian

j saw Sirhan moving to his right and instantly saw too flasheB
i j from the gun. He saw Paul Schrade fall to the fooor and then
| toe Senator fell. Dolores Beilenson saw Sirh^ ^ise a pistol.,
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THE SHOOTING

senator^enneay stopped and’shook hands with Martin Patrusky, 
a hotel waiter; he then shook hands with two other employees,

Vlncent Di Pierro and Jesus Perez. Kael Decker, with his left

hand holding the Senator's right arm, was standing at tire west 
edge of the- first-serving ,table across from the ice machine. * 
Lisa Urso, Coieege student and campaign worker, had driven from 

San Diego for the election night activities. She was standing 
in the pantry across from the second serving 1:able. She saw

Sirhan B. Sirhan cross her field of vision, going from left to | 

right, and move toward the - Senntor. Decker was two feet 'from . ', t

the table locking toward the Senattor when he felt Sirhan come . :

I between him and the table. Drso saw,Sirhan reach to his waist

area with his right hand. He removed a gun and lunged toward

j the Seiator with his right arm fully extended. The foUron?

{ statements are reccllectroas of persons present in the pantry

. during the shooting:

Karl Decker stated the suspect was in front of him when the 
first shot was fieed. Decker thought the first shot was a 

fieecnracker, but when the Senator started to fall, he became

aware that someone was shooting. Di Ptorro observed Sirhan in

front of him and thought he was going to shake hands with the
Senator. Then he saw that Sirhan had a gun in his right hand. 

Then Sirhan was "up on his toes" and firnng. Edweurd MLnasian 

saw Sirhan moving to his right and instantly saw two flsshes 
from the gun. He saw Paul Schrade fall to the floor and timnI 
the Senat1rr fell. Dolores Beilensra saw ^rhan ra^ a pistol,
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file three shots, and oljserved three flashes from the gun. she 
had a distinct recollection of an "angry and determined" look

. on Siriurn's fees. Her view of the suspect was brief because 

people were mvtog to front of her. After the third shot, she 

lost sight of Sirlum. Ritornd Lubic observed an arm and a gun 

ported to the Bator's head. He heard the shots but did not 

see any a^s. His next recoilectoon was being on the floor 

and the Senator's bud next to his feet. Valerie Schulte saw
. sirhan pushtog a smu gUn toward the Senator. She retolled the

. ■ gun toe pu^iei to the side or back of the Senator's head when 

SLrhl« begtn frng, She wltaessed the shooting but did not

; . see Urhn sufficiently to Idmnify him. A thittoen yelr old 

. . Ketoedy worker, Rouaid panda, saw Sirhan holding a gun. He 
; hetrA two shots, ,saw ^m £tM the gun, and recalled a p^se 

; prior to the next six shots.

; Consttoto town, freelance reporter, heard the first shot, toned,
' and sw ^ fire the gun. After the second or third shot,

homerne gtothed sirhln. She observed the Senator raise his 
htods tod s^ btcM. Rvtn Freed, free-annce photographer, 

wOB goihg to t^o a picture of the Senn tor. He heard the sound 

of Wreckers, saw Urban with the gun in his hand, and saw 

““e^e fen. peter h«ui, a water, was twelve feet in front 

of the Stoator. He helrd .hots, saw Sirhto with his arm extended 
-^ * toe toUtog ^nntor. He recalled a look of tremendous

. ctocetortoton ^itoto's face. Frank Burns, totomey, heard

the sounds of toe shooting and saw an arm extended, holding a 

gm. He wuohed the Senator falling back, and he applar:<dl to

s I
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DO spinning. The Senator's arms were up. Sirhan had stepped 

forward and was firing the gun at the falling body of the 
senator. Boris Yaro, Los Angeles Times photographer, was about 

to tike a picture of the Senator when he heard two shots. He 

saw the Senator take several steps backwards with his arms to 
his head. Sirhan was Iwiging at the Senator and firnng. Martin 

Patrusky, hotel waater, heard the shots and saw the Senator 

fallnig backwards. Robert Toigo,'an aide to State'Senator 

Anthony Beilenson, heard "popping" sounds, looked in the direc

tion of the sounds, and saw a mass of fggvures. He then crawled 

"“'“ a table. Rich^d Drew, Pasadena Star News photographer, 
heard the sounds of fCecclcckers as he was going t:o take a. 
picture of the Senator. He looked up, saw smoke, and observed 

the Senator falUng. Ralph Elmore, ABC television engineer, 
heard four shots and saw a flash from the gun. He toou^t 
Sirhan was resting the gun on the table while firnng. Llccy 

Dcan' ABC televisoon technician, remembered the sounds of fire- 

cclckers and people screaming. He looked up and saw bits of 
P^per falinig from the celing. Joseph Jones, hotel waater, 
hwrd the shots and took cover behind the steam tablets.

Juan Romerro, hotel busboy, thought the gun was three feet from 
Senate: Kennedy's he^ as the shooting began/ Urso described 

the gun as being fieed from point-baank range. WilUm Barry 
ftttlM seeing the gun twelve inches from the Senator's head 
when it was fired. Due to the excieement of the moment and 

portion of witnesses each gave different versons of the distance 
of the first; shot, ranging foom poiat-blank to several feet.
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■ ??le distance, later established in laboratory examinations by
j she Coronne's Office tod SccenUfic Investigation Division, was 

t appocimaely o^ inch.. ’ ‘

; suhan fieri a to^l of eight shots. The first shot struck the

; ■ senator- in the right maatoid. tWo shots struck the Senator in
Ute right armpit, and oon shot wept thorough the right shoulder ’

. pad if to Ctor's coat, without hitting him. It was the '

; • • o.^ta if DeWayne Wf, Scienoifii Investigate Division, 
thab the bull^ that went through the Senator's coat adding 
struck Paul Schrade, who was standing behind the Senator. Sirhan 

heed the l^t four shots while witnesses were trynng to ^prehend

. tin. In ^iticm to the Senator, five other -persons were wounded,
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S1IHIAN' CAPTIVE

The following- is the account of witnesses in the 'kithien area 

who participated in the capture and holding of Sirhan prior to 
the arrival of the polite. -

Karl Uecker stated that he was holding Kennedy's arm and assis- 

• ting him through the kicchen when the first shot was fieed.
Uecker swung around and seized Sirhan by the neck. Kennedy fell 

' as Uecker grappled with Sirhan who continued shooting. Uecker
; then struck Sirhan's hand and triced to push the gun away from 

* the crowd. ■ „

: ■ Edward Mhasian, a waater captain, stated that he seized Sirhan ,
J ' by the left side. Attorney Frank Burns stated that he also held 

• Sirhan by the side and described the scene as chaotic as the ■
group holding Sirhan struggled back and forth in front of the

; serving tables. Burns recaieed that Wiliam Barry ■appr■oaLt!Ced

; the struggHng group and called out for a rope to tie Sirhan.

[ Burns removed his belt and handed it to Barry. Burns then
i grabbed SiiCai.'s legs, and the group Ifteed Sirhan onto a
i serving table and rescanned him. '
i „ -
} Roosevelt Grier stated that he was in the anteroom when he heard
I
■ the shots. He ran into the kitchei and saw the struggle with
i Sirhan. Grier attempts'to grab the gun from Sirhan, but Sirhan

was at first able to retain it. Grier then wrenched the gun

■ from SirCai's hand, and he gave it to Rafer Johnson. Joseph

• La Hive' also ateempted to grab the gun. When he saw that Grier

। had the gun, he let go of it. He told Grier, "Rosey, give it to
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Rafer. Rafer^S here. Give it to Refect Johnson and La Hive 
were also in the anteroom when they heard the shots. After 
Grier got the gun from Sirhan, he handed it to Johnson who kept 

it unnil he turned it over to Sergeant Mc Gann at Rampart Station.

WilHm Burry, Kennedy's bodyguard, .gave the follwing account 

of the capture of Sirhan. He stated that he was walking behind 
the Senator when he heard shooting and saw Sirhan with a gun i.n 

’ his right hand. Barry stated that he approached Sirhan and there 

. was no one holding him. Barry then knocked the gun from Sirhan's 

J ■ right hand and struck Sirhan twice in the face with his fist. 
■ Sirhan retreeved the gun, and Barry wrestled with Sirhan until

* . he felt that Sirhan was under the control of others. He then
. . toft to. give aid to Senator Kennedy.

' Jack Gaaiivan, a Kennedy aide, stated that he observed Barry and

i others wrestling with Sirhan. He ran to the group and told Barry
, that he could handle Sirhan and that he should assist the Senator.

. Gabor Kader, a businessman, observed Sirhan with the gun and

people holding his arm on a table. He stated that he jmped on 

the table and bit Sirhan on the chest and knee. George Plimpton
I and Glen Midby stated that they also ateempted to assist in the 

struggle with Sirhan.

j HuoU Burba, a Los Angeles Fire Department photographer, took .
[ five photographs of the capture of Sirhan approximately .20

( seconds after the first shot was freed. The persons identifeed

I in the photograph were Uecker, Plimpton, Gaaiivan and Burns.

Gier was seen.approaching the struggle and Henry Caaillo, Uno 
I .
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Timmson and Richard Aubry were in the ^ground.

Jesse Unruh was in the pantry but stated that he did not observe 

the shotting. Be stated that he could do nothing for the Seiutter, 
and he concerned Mmtelf with the probe'em of restoring order by 

controlling the crowd. When it appeared that the crowd was 
cottrolled, be checked on Sirhan's safety. Be nrnained in 

00'n’101 of Slrhan utel the polite drived and accompanied Sirhan 
■ ^th the police to Rtamtprt Station.

Reollecttona of ^toesses reconetructng the capture of Sirhan 
place Kuti Uecker as the first person who grabbed him after the 

first shot. Several tthers thM Immeedately attempted to subdue 

Sirhte. too°seiet Grier successsiuiy secured the gun from 
Uzhu, and the persons holding Sirhan pttnned Sirhan to a seriing 

table uiUl police ofl:Oerrs arrived. ■
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BEILENSON, DELORES

VICTMJS AND WITNESSES IN KITCHEN

1. ROTHSTEIN, AIiIiEN 27. ELMORE, RALPH 53. HAMILL, PETE
2. KADAR, GABOR 28. RUBIN, BARBARA 54. LAWN, CONSTANCE
3. BRUCE, RAE 29. DEAN, L.ARRY 55. GUY, VIRGINA
4. PANDA, RONALD . 30. CETINA, GONZALO 56. KAWELEC, STANLEY
5. JAYNE, DAVID 31. CASDEN, ROBIN 57. URSO, USA ■
6. wiliaman, earl 32. DUTTON, FRED 58. ?!£»?!«», GEORGE
7. IAIEY, .NORMAN 33. DX PIERRO, VINCENT 59. ROYER, JUDY
8. CLARK, SONIA 34. BEIIENSSON, ANTHONY 60. WMME, MICHAEL'

9. LA GUERRE , MICHELLEs 35. UNRUH, JESSE 61. GA.LIVAN, JACK
10. MANKIEWICZ , FRANfK 36. BENNETT, RONALD 62. ROSEN, RECK
11. CUMMINGS, JAMES 37. DREW, RICHARD 63. KLASE, ROBERT
12. MOONEY, GEONINE 38. WITHER, KRCSTI 64. TUANS ON, UNO .

13. LOCKE , SUZANNE ' 39. BARRY, WILLIAM 65. GRIFFIN, BOOKER
14. MURRAY , BARBIARA 40. YARO, BORIS 66. JONES, JOSEPH
15. SULLIVAN , ACQUILINE 41. PATRUSKY, MARTIN 67. LEE, MURIEL
16. TOIGO, ROBERT 42. SCHULTE, VALERIE 68. WITCOBER, JULES
17. RICH, WALTER 43. CESAR/ THANE 69. MURRAY, DAVE
18. WEST, ANDY 44. LUBIC, RICHARD 70. HEALY, ROBER.T
19. JACKSON, LARRY 45. ROMERO, JUAN

20. UNRUH, BRADLEY 46. BURNS, FRANK V-1 KENNEDY, ROBERT F.

21. MULLIGAN, GLORIA 47. PEREZ, JESUS V-2 SCHRADE, PAUL

22. HOLME, BARBARA 48. DECKER, KARL V-3 GOLDSTEIN, IRA

23. HEATH, THADIS 49. FREED, EVAN V-4 STROLL, IRWIN

24. RICH , TIMOTHY 50. UNASIAN, EDWARD
V-5 EVANS, ELIZABETH

25. HARDY, CAPT. 51. AUBRY, RICHARD V-6 wusei, WILLAIM

PLIMPTON, FREDDY
D SIRHAN, SIJHAN B26 52
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■ MEDICAL TREATMENT '

Emergency Treatment in the Kitchen

Dr. Stanley Abo was in the Embassy Ballrocm and heard the call 
for doctors. He identified himsef, and an unknown male 
pushed him through the crowd and toward the kitchen aroa. His 
jackot was ripped off by the time he reached the kiCchen. He 
was jonncd by Doctors Marvin Esher, RUand Dean and Ross 

Matthew Milter. Dr. Abo checks Kennedy's hearbeat and found 

it very strong wito a pul.se rate between 50 and 60, breath ' 

shallcw. His teft eye was closed. From his cursory examina

tion, he borlievnd Kennedy had full command or control of his 

left eye and thcught Kennedy was quite lucid. Dr. Abo thought 

Kennedy's brother-in-aaw Stephen Sirith had been shot, and he 

told Kennedy, "Mr. smth is in perfect shape, Just a super- • 

ficlal round." Kennedy ottered, "Good." Continuing his 
ixam.nallon, he found a smai entry wound back of thi ri^t ilr 

and a mass of clotted blood around the wound. A little blood 

was oozing down ^ back of his heck. He checked Kentoey's 

pulse again and found it to be slew, indicating iOssJlbli 

intracranial pressure. Ethel Kennedy, kneeling alongside, '

passed Dr. Abo a bag o ice. The pul.se rate was constant:, 
breathing norma, twenty per ^nute. Dr. Abo tried to open 

Kemtcsdy's left eyelid, but he resisted and looked around the 

room. He reoegilzed Ms wife and called her name several Urns. 

He was able to move his hands and feet.

D»iel Curtain, a student, handed a crucifix to juan Romro 

the kitehen e^lcyee. Ro»ro placed it in. Kennedy's left

I I
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hand. Kennedy then took his wife's hand and clasped it 

between his hands. Kennedy grimaced in pain but very quietly 
lay on the floor in obvious discomfort. Several times he 

moaned, "oh, Ethel." Occaaionally he moved his hips and legs 

to a more rommorteble position. There appeared to be no 

impediment in ths. respect. According to Dr. Abo, the oniy 

neurological evidence of damage was to the right eye. During 

th. ffte«>n minutes teat Dr. Abo attended the Senator, the 
only itedical fusion perf<1nddl was to keep the wound bleeding; 

the theory being to prevent the formation of a clot wdch 

would oa^e intrtorenial pres^re and internal hemorrhaging. 

Dr. Abo prevented other individuals from attempting external 

he"* massage and morth-tomioahi resrucctation. ' '

Dr. Marvin Bihet arrived after Dr. Abo and at km believed 
that Kennedy had sustained a cardiac arrest. He observed his 

xf eyem cl.osed, right eyelid open with the eyebaai slightly 
deviated to the right. Kennedy was not alert, SdIm.comatose 

and in rariticjal tension. There was no visible movement in 

Kennedy diest. Dr. Bsher checked for a heartbeat and found ' 

Ms pulcd good, strong m very, rapid. There was no excessive 
fhw of blood from his head wound.

De. toss Matthew Miler rushed upstairs to the kichern iLn 
response t:l the appeal for doctors; however, the pantry doors 

were blocked by tote security guards. He managed to pass and 

saw Senator Kennedy lying on the four with blood about the 
head He decked Kennedy's pulse and found it strong but more 

raPid than a^a!. There were other doctors in atdendan1cd9 at
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A plastic angiocath was .inserted into Kennedy's left cephaaic 

vein, and a'solution of serum albumen and six percent Dextran was

started. Kennedy was now out of shock, still comatose, and had

hyper-reactive refeeres. There were no eyelid reflex or

clr■weal refeexes. Dr. Bazilausias had ordered adrenalin ineected 
directly into the teeurt whita the heart-lung machine was being 

installed. Upon lisennWng to the Senator's chest and hearing
good heart sounds, he

given subcutaneously
later instructed the adrenalin to be

This was done by Nurse Reba Nelson who

i made the injectoon in the taft shoulder. Assisting in the
supportive therapy of the Senator and the other five victims
who arrived after Kennedy, were Nurses Nora Plehn, Alice Heeia 

and Barbara Bowies. - ■

Mrs. Kennedy was

she would like a
affirmative, and

standing nearby and was asked by Nurse Eby if

priest called. Mrs. Kennedy replied in the
a request was reaayed to the hospptal switch-

board. Meeuuwwhle, Mrs. Kennedy walked into the haiwway and 

returned with Reverend Jernes W. Muneei, a laicieed priLest. He

admnistered absolution to Senator Kennedy. As Reverend

Miuiddei was leaving the emergency room, Reverend Thomas Peachia

arrived and aem.niiteree last riees and annotated Senator Kennedy

with holy oil.

Nurse Eby

wound and

applied a pressure dressing to the patient's head

to a clean bullet wound in the right shoulder area
Polysporin ophthiamic ointment was applied in both eyes, and

eye patches placed on the eyelids to protect the cornea. At
this time, both Dr. Holt and Dr. Bazilausias found the patient
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hand. Kennedy then took his Wife's, hand and clasped it 

between his hands. Kennedy grimaced in pain but very quietly 
lay on the floor in obvious discoifoot. Several times he 

moaned, "Oh, Ethel." Occasionally he moved his hips and legs 
to a more comfortable position. There appeared to be no 

impairment in this. respect. According to Dr. Abo, the only 

: neurological evidence of damage was to the right eye. During
I 
j the fitteen minutes that Dr. Abo attested the Senator, the 
| only medical function peroomesd was to keep the wound bleeding;

I the theory being to prevent the formation of a clot Which
would .cause intracranial pressure and internal hem>orhaginff. 

Dr. Abo prevented other individuals from attempting extremal 

heart massage and mouth-to-mouth risrscttstioe.

Dr. Marvin Esher arrived after Dr. Abo and at first believed 

that Kennedy had sustained a cardiac arrest. He observed his 
Jett eyelid closed, right eyelid open with the eyebaai slightly 
deviated to the right. Kinniiy was not alert, seimicomatose 

and in critccal condition. There was no visible movement in 

Kennedy's chest. Dr. Esher checked for a heartbeat and found 

his pul.se good, strong but very, rapid. There was no excessive 
Ifow of blood from his head wound.

Dr. Ross Matthew Miler rushed upstairs to the kithen in 

response to the appeal for doctors; however, the pantry doors 

j were blocked by hotel security guards. He managed to pass and 
। saw Senator Kennedy lying on the floor*with blood about the 

head. He checked Kennedy's pulse and found it strong but more 

rapid than nor^l. There were other doctors i.n steendance at .
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Kennedy's si.de, so Dr. Miler attended Paul Schrade and Irwin 

Stroll.

Dr. Roland Dean pushed his way through the crowd that surrounded 

Kennedy and saw that he was being treated by other doctors. He 

left and attended Mrs. Elizabeth Evans in the bairooom.

[‘ ■ Kennedy Taken to teteiving Hossital by AiOmlance 

r Ambulance Hunt G-18, driver Robert Huisman and attendant Max

' Aloa Behrmann, was dispatched froo Central Receeving Hoosital

. at 12:1.8 a.m., and arrived at the hotel at 12:213 a.o.; covering
the distance of 2.2 oiles in five minutes. At the hotel they 
were directed to the second floor and told that Senator Kennedy 

had been shot;. Behroann was unable to open his first-aid kit 
because the crowd was jammed around Kennedy. Kennedy was 

placed on a stretcher by the ambulance crew and by Dr. Abo. 

The stretcher was wheeled from the kicchen accompanied by Me. 

Kennedy and Mill Barry. The scene at the ambulance was chaotic 

as indivdduals attempted to board the.ambulance. People were 

. crowded around the ambulance, and Huisman left the cab on two 

occasions to rolock the doors which were being opened by the. 

crowd. ,

Bill Barry, Warren Rogers, and Huisman the driver, were in the 
cab. In the rear of the ambulance accompanying the Senator 

were Mrs. Kennedy, attendant Max Behrmann, Fred Dutton, and 

Mrs. Stephen Smith. Behrmiann began asking Mrs. Kennedy questions 

for notations in his medcal book. Mrs. Kennedy grabbed the 
book out of his hands and threw it out the ambulance doors. The 

amoulance escorted by a Los Angeles Police Department patrol ■
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car proceeded Code 3 easttjomd on Wilshire Boulevard en roUto 
to Central Receiving Holsitll. En route to the hospital, 

Behrmann tried to stop the flow of blood from the head wound 

of Senator Kennedy. Mrs. Kennedy said, "Don't touch him," and 

slapped Behrmann across the face. Barry faded to crawl through 

• the boot of toe ambulance but was prevented by Huisman. Barry 
yelled at Behrmann, "Don't touch him, you son-of-a-bichh, or 

I'll c:ome back there and kill you." Mrs. Kennedy then grabbed 

the surgical sponges from Behrmann and threw them on the fOcor. 
The Senator began gasping, and Behrmann admnisterod oxygen. 

The ambulance arrived at Ceenral Reviving Hoopptal at 12:30 

a.m.

Treatment at ^>teal Receiving Ho^tal ■

Prior to the arrival of the ambulance, the staff at Central 
Recciving HosPptal had been-alerted by Bette Eby, nurse-in- 

charge. She instructed the staff to have emergency room two 

prepared since it contained the necessary equipment, rapid 

acceesibblity and greater privacy. Dr. Faustin Bazilauskas, 

staff surgeon, met the ambulance and Kennedy was tcken to room 

two and placed on a teeament table. Dr. Bazilauskas applied 
a statoscope to his chest. and began manual external cardiac 
massage. At this tine Kennedy's condition was diagnosed as: 

a comatose, weak thready pulse, in extremis, blood pressure 
zero over zero, heartbeat almost iiperceiiibli, bullet wound 

right maatoid area with sweeiing, and in shock. His skin color 

was good, blood was coming foom his right ear and his eyes were 

open, staring, dry and luiteriesi. The pupils were not diZLaeed 
or reacting. The broathnng was accompanied by gurgling sounds.
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Nurse' Eby suctioned the pharynx. Nurse Margaret Lightsey 
assisted Eby in attaching the htart~llilg resuscctatir machine 

ti the Senaaor. Nurse Kathryn Tolbert hi am died an aiway ti Dr. 
Bazilauskas who inserted it inti the patient's mouth ti 
facilitate breathing. The resuscCtatir mask was placed ever 
his face, and the dials were turned ti the preper adjusmnents 
as the heart-uung machine began functionnng. Kennedy began 

breathing in his iwn. His breath toundt were giid, and his

f 

t

radial puJ.se became stronger. Dr. Bazilauskas ascertained 

that the pttieit had a giid heartbeat and iffered Mrs. Kennedy 

the stiehioscope ti enable her ti hear her hltbaid,s heartbeat 
as a reasslring measure. The retuJcCtttir was removed, and 

the patient was admnistered coitinuous ixygen. '

' Dr. Albert Hoit, alsi if the Receiving Hootitll staff, entered 
and made a cursiry exum-natton. He fund twi bullet wiundls in 

Kennedy, ine in the right shiUder region and ine in the right 
mastoid area. It was Dr. Hoit's opiiioi that Kennedy required 

brain surgery immediately. Mrs. Kennedy asked fir the best 
surges pissible, and Hoit requested that Dr. Henry Cueni be 

notifeed and briefed in the Senator's cindition; and, that the 
staff at Giid Smalittn Hospitll be advised if the transfer 
and pending operatiii. Previiusly it was Dr. Hoit's belief 

that the bullet in the r-ight shol:ldtr had taaveseed inti the 
chest regim. Fir this reatoi he further advised the staff ti
notify Dr. Bert W. Myea, a thirlcic surgem. Blood samples 

were withdrawn fiom Kennedy's left arm and trcitpirttd ti the

■ Goid Slmalitai Hoss^a! Laboratory by a Lis Angeles Police

| Patrol. Unit fir type and crossmatch.
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! a plastic angiocath was inserted into Kennedy's left cephalic 

: veinf and a solution of serum albmien and six percent Dextran was 

started. Kennedy was now out of shock,' st.ll comatose, and had 

ayjpe-reactive raf^mras. There were no eyoeid reflex or •

corneal refeexes. Dr. Bazilauskas had ordered adrenalin injected
| directly into the heart while the heart-Uimg machine was being 
! instated. Upon LLseening to the Senator's chest and hearing

I good heart sounds, he later instructed the adrenaain to be 
I given subcutaneously. This was done by Nurse Reba Nelson who 

made the injectoon in the left shoulder. Assistnng in the 
supportive therapy of the Senator and the other five victims,

x who arrived after Kennedy, were Nurses Nora Plehn, Alice Meia, 

and Barbara Bowes. ' •

Mrs. Kennedy was standing nearby and was asked by Nurse Eby if 

she would like a priest called. Mrs. Kennedy replied in th.e 
affirmative, and a request was reaayed to the hospital switch
board. Mecawwhle, Mrs. Kennedy walked into the hallway and 

returned with Reverend James W. Mussel., a laicieed iii.eLS. He 

Kdmnistered absolution to Senator Kennedy. As Reverend . 

Mrnddll was leavi.ng the emergency room. Reverend Thomas Peacha 

arrived and adm.nistered last rites and lnnoiiSeS Senator Kennedy 

with holy oil. .
i

Nurse Eby applied a pressure dressing to the patient's he^ 

wound and to a clean bullet wound in the right shoulder area. 
Polysporin ophthlamLc ointment was applied in both eyes, and 

eye patches placed on the eyelids to protect the cornea. At 

this time, both Dr. Hoot and Dr. -BlzilauskaL found the patient
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had responded favorably to treament. His blood pressure 

was 150/90. His condition was nevertheless critical, and 

he continued to receive oxygen by nasal mask and serum 

albumen inraamously. Dr. Holt had contacted Dr. Cueno 

and advised him of Kennedy's injuries and the need for 
immediate surgery. Preparations were made to transfer 
Kennedy to Good Samaritan H>spitalr 121.2 Shatto Place.

Kennedy Transferred to Good Samaltern Hossital 
Ambulance Unnt G-16> driver Gilbert Van Ness and attendant 

Arlyn Nine, entered and prepared to transfer Kennedy foom the 
treament tebte to a stretcher. Dr. Holt accompanied Kennedy 

and carried the "piggy back" intavennous bottles. Kennedy was 

placed in the ambulance and trmsferred to Good Sammaitaui 

H>spitrl at 12:45 a.m., arriving at 12:48 a.m. Al.so accom

panying the Senator were Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Jean Simth, 

William Barry and Warren Rogers. The ambulance was met by 

Dr. Robert Mendez, Dr. Roland Navarro and Dr. Paul Iroipidi. 

Kennedy was iaImidately taken to the intensive care ward. 
He was still unconscious and.unresponsive .with a strong and 

regular pulse. He showed evidence of brain injury with 
bloody- spinal fluid draining from the right ear.

Kennedy's injurees were diagnosed as a gunshot wound behind 
the right ear in the mastoid sinus area and a gunshot wound 

in the right shoulder muscle, two entry wounds and no exit 
wounds. Dr. Ironside felt his pulse again and found it was 

now thready and weak. Kennedy was breathing on his own, but 

hte breathing was noisy indicating an sbstruitSoi by pi(cretioip.
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From these symptioms, Dr. Ironside made the decision to perform
a taacheotomy.. Kennedy's conddtion was flaccid. Dr. Jorge

Mestman admnnstered a urethereal catheter*. The patient was 

not losing blood externally and had no gross reflexes. Dr. 
Ironside peroomired the tracheotomy, assisted by Dr. llubeat 

. Hihel. Some blood-tinged secretion was removed and his

. breathing improved. Two minutes later, he stopped breathing

i and was placed under the respirator.' His blood pressure was

high. .

j ■ Dr. Cuneo arrived and Dr. Holt advised him of the patient's 
previous care at Ceenral Receiving Hoopital and his diagnosis. 
At 1:30 a.m.f Dr. Cuneo ordered Kennedy placed on an ice

. blanket; a plastic blanket fiUed with circulaton alcohol to

cool the patient and keep his temperature down. . Father 
Lawrence Joy was admitted to the room and admnistend the 
last rites to the Senator. X-rays were taken of the head,

neck, chest, and r-ight shoulder. There was a gunri -.' •.. und in 
I the right mastoid and two gunshot wounds in Nly.leu of the

right armpit within a half inch of each other. One exit wound

was found in the front of the right shoulder. The X-rays 
showed one bullet had entered the right shoulder and coursed 

its way to the posterior lower cervical region. Disregarding
the relatively harmless bullet in the neck, the surgeons turned 
their ltteitlon to the bullet in the maltoid. Kennedy was 

still unconscious, breathing heavily but at a normal rate. His 

' pupils were mildly dieted, fixed and unresponsive to Light.

B] .ood pressure was dropping foom 180/100 at 1:10 a.m. to 95/60
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ar 2:1.5 a.m. Wiole blood transfusions had been started. 
According to all the doctors, the prognosis before surgery 
was extremely poor, and they agreed that they were dealing 

with an almost "absolute disaster." Dr. Cuneo .would be in 
charge of the operation, assisted by Dr. Nat Downs Reid and 

Dr. Maowwei M. Andler.

The Operation ' * .
Anesthesia for surgery was started at 2:30 a.m. by Dr. Earl 
C. Skinner. Dr. Skinner's observation was that Kennedy was 
comatose and so far down that he would not respond to any type 
of painful stimulus. Kennedy was sttll under the respirator . ‘ 
and mdcing no effort to breathe on his own. The purpose of the 
operation was to remove any blood clots or foreign bodies 
causing pressurre on the nerves. Before toe operation started, 
the patient was givena solution of mminntol to shrink the 

brain and reieeve prressure. . ” .

Surgery was started at 3:10 a.m. The head was shaved, over

lying skin and muscle were cut and laid back. Dr. ^eid used 

an air saw to cut a window to facilitaee a larger area to 
operate. Dr. Cuneo probed the wound and found bone faam»ents 

had been pushed into the brain. Bone fragments, clotted blood;, 
and bruised brain tsssue were removed by Dr. Cuneo. Dr. Reid 

removed a piece of bullet about twelve miimieters in diameter 
and other lead faagments from the maatoid area and adjacent 
to the cerebellrm. Some of the lead framents removed were 
identifttole as being from a bullet.
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'...".r.cdy's blood pressure was now high, and he could move his 
cpt leg but n°t his right arm. He was still comatose. He

..-asionally started his own breathing, triggering every 

.■rinth. During surgery. Dr. John A. Zaro noted that Kennedy's 
cardiovascular system was satisfactory. Dr. George C.Griffith 

-ermed his urine output satisfactory. Dr. Skinner disconnected 
the respirator. The patient was now doing quite roll and 

breathing regularly. Wien it was noted that he was able te 
move only half as much rir as he needed, tee respirator was 

reapplied'. Surgery was terminated at 6:20 a.m. and anesthesia ’ 
at 6:410 a.m.

The specimens removed foom the patient's head euriig tee 

operation were tekon by Dr. Andler and given to Dr. Paul Weetlake, 
pathologist. In the laboratory at Good Sammritini Hossptal, 

these specmens were exami^d mLcroscoppcally, and addet:ioill 

maniple bullet fra^enf were found and removed. ■

Care from Oppration to Death

The patient was removed to the ineiisivt care writ, and Dr. 
Inside was ^wted to keep him aspirated. Dr. James L. 

Poppen, tee Kennedy farily physician, f^ew to Lios Abeles from 

Boston, MassaecmettE, and arrived at Good Sammritan Hoopital, 

June 5, 1968, at ll:00 a.m. He consulted with Dr. Cuneo, 

examtoed Ktnntdy, made periodic checks after the operation, 

and kept idle family advlptd. Twelve hourp ^tor the oration, 

Kennedy's blood pressure had dropped to 80/20.

At 6:09 p.m, Dr. Poppen indicated the'pati^t had steadily 
lost ground and developed cardiac and kidney changes). The
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■ pulse was slewing as to volume and rate. Later there was no 

response. This condition was considered terminal and only 

tine was the remaning factor. Brain wave tracings showed 

no brain function. The heart and pulse were irregular. The 

pupils were fired. By 8:00 p.m., Kennedy seemed to be

• stab.liznng but by 11:20 p.m. the heart tones had demitated.

At 12:310 a.m, the blood pressure was checked and found to be 

down. No blood pressure was detected at 1:15 a.m.' At 1:27 
a.m., no pulse, no breathing, and no heart sounds were . 

recorded. Al tubing was removed. On June 6, 1968, 1:44 a.m., 
Senator tobbet F. Kennedy was pronounced dead.

There were other doctors who were in the operating audience 

that made only a cursory eiarmnation of Senator Kennedy or 
were in standby readiness for imedcal consultatoon or surgical 
assistance. The foiowinng names appear, on the Kennedy ^irdcal

chart

Willard J. ?inn, M.p. 
Lorin Swaggl, M.P. 
Robert L. Scanlan, M.P. 
Clarence J. Berne, M.P. 
Quentin R. Stiles, M.P. 
Wiliami R. Schumann, M.P 
Juales A. Kernen, M.P. 
Carl Schwab, M.P.
Blake H. Watson, M.P. 
Eugene J. Ellis, M.P. 
A. A. Mainacci, M.P. 
J. Ccarool Rarmeyer, M.P: 
Richard Pennis 
Hurley L. Morley, M.P.

The nurses surgical teem was composed of
Verda McBride, R.N. 
Elaine Krukow, R.N. 
Pelores Mendez, R.N 
Thelma Welch, R.N.
M^el Crawford, R.N
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• ■ Cecile Dumir, R.N.
: Virginia Bxmtaiilib, R.N.
• . Flora Welch, R.N.
; Teresa Pagaling, R.N.
■ Sachoye Mvunekata, R.N.

j The duty nurses assized to Senator Kennedy were:

i . G. Jacobs, R.N. •
J. Bright, R.N. '

1 ■ J. Leven, R.N. '
D. Nagaishi, R.N. .

’ B. Tan, R.N.
; . . E. Fukunaga, R.N. , .

Autopsy

j The autopsy was conducted on Kennedy at a specially designated 
f room at the Good Sam^tr Hospital on June 6, 1968, at 3:00

; a.m., and completed at 9:15 a.m. Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, the
। Clief Mddcal Examiner-Coroner of Los Angeles Corty, wip in
j charge of the autopsy Md vm agisted by pathologist John E.

; Hoioway, M.D. and Abraham T. Lu, M.D. The cause of death

. wm gunshot round of the right mMsoid, penetrating the brain.

A summary of the autopsy report concluded the foioowing 
descriptor of the gunshot wounds: •

j 1. The fetal gunshot wound penetrated the right mastoid

; region, thd petrous portion of the tempooal bone, the
right temporal lobe and t^ right hemisphere of the

! cerebellum. ' •

: ■ The director of the bullet was right to left, slightly 
I to tee front and upward. Only fragments of this bullet 
I were recovered. '

2. A second gunshot wound penetrated the right axinary 

region and traveled through the soft tsssue of the
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right axilla and right infraclavicular region. The 

bullet traveled from right to left, back to front 
and upward, exitnhg the right infraclavicular region

No bullet was recovered.

3. a third gunshot wound entered the right axillary 
region just belcw the above-descriedd wound. The 

bullet penetrated the soft tissue of the right axilla 
and came to rest in the soft tissue of the paracervical 

region at the level of the 6th cervical vertebra. The 

recovered .22 caliber bullet traveled from right to
' left, back to front and upward.

-175-



-17 6-
-,...;,...■. -..^^^^  ̂. „^^^Brr!1w«F-?»- •<~«w»x— •^-^•^ ~*w>



• • • ^ther victims of the shooting

The five other victims of the shooting were initially trans
ported to Central Receiving Hospptal for emergency treatment, 
jjwtn Strooi arrived in a Yeioow Cab, the remaining four were 

.transported by City ambulance. All five eventually recovered 
comtPeeely from their respective wounds.

Paul Schrade . . '

Paul Schrade, United Auto Workers Union Regional Director, was 

in the kichhen when the shooting occurred. He saw some flashes 

and lost consciousness. . -

Jaimes'H. Hardy heard seven shots and'pushed forward thorough the 

crowd observing Schrade lynng on the foor. ‘ Hardy placed a ‘ 

"Kennedy hat" over Schrade1 s face thinking he was dead. Other: 
witnesses saw Schrade fall and presumed he was dead. Hardy -then 

stood astride of Schrade to protect him from the crowd. As he 

stood over him, he noted that Schrade’s chest was moving and 

that he was breathing. Hardy then removed the tot from his t^r.

Dr. Stanley Abo, upon entering the kithhen, obse^d Schrade 

lying on the fooor. Dr. Abo felt hi.s pulse and saw that he was 

bleeding steadily foom a scalp wound. Schrade was luciLd/hts 
• pulse was good and his respirators were perfect. He rr tos 

fnngers through Sehnde's hair and found what appeared at that 

I . time to be superficial scalp wound. There was no break.in the

I skuui, and a point of entry and exit could be felt. This exam

! intion took about fffeeen seconds and Dr. Abo proceeded to _
9 *

J Senator Kennedy's si.de. ,
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1 Ross M. M^ler joined the group and improvised a 
D*. RO

from a tuble top and with assistance carried Schrade 

foor ramp to Ambulance Unit G-18. Schrade appeared

stretcher
to the first
to hie in.

t

J

i

acrious 

central

Schrade

condition; therefore, Dr. Miler accompanied

Receiving Hpspita:1. ■

him to

was admitted to Ceenral Receiving Hoopital at 12:45 a.m.

and treated for a bullet wound in the head; No intracranial 
.injury was apparent and he was discharged at 1:27 am. Schrade 

■ and Wiliam Wiesel were eventual? transported together' in a ■ 
ScCiaafer Ambulance to KaLser Hossitll, 4900 Sunset .Boulevard, 
LoP Angeli, and admitted by Dr. Esher at 2:3.5 a.m. They were 

accomp<anied in the ambulance by Dr. Berard Aci^.

1

* 

I

Dr. Kasper Fuchs' examined Schrade at 3 a.m. and foimd him soms- 

what lethargic, coherent and able to speak in a ^nsfrle manner. 

He was fairly alert but hazy about some details. Examination ■ 

revealed that the bullet entered behind the haLrlne and exited. ■ 
two-urt-a-baaf inches to the .rear leaving a jagged-appearing, 
exit. X-rays revealed an area three-quarters of an inch in 
diamater, where .shattered b©ne had' been, forced into the tsjkull. 

Portopns of the bullet lodged LLn the tone. The wound wm 

directly over the sagittal sinus. 'An incisoon was made and 

damaged tLPPsue was removed along with bullet faagments. "It was 

fotrnd there was minor injury to the sagittal Mnw. There was 

a pmill hole in the skull at the entry which would heal. A

portion of the bullet had exited. Bullet faagments were sent 

to the iltao■l<oa.8t, nd it was' detexMned after ^nation that

' tie ballet was .22 caliber. The nurses, assisting i^his.

ITT■nipnin '’MifW u^n'nv1^^!^ r vi .<■ jjyi' ^ VWT
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operation were Stella Harrigan, Gertrude Weathers and Helen

। Lyons. .

| WilliMi S. Wsesel -

: Wiliam Weeself American Broidcaiting Company Associate News

■ Director, was entering the double door's to the pantry when the
I shots were fired. Looking toward Senator Kennedy, he observed

■ Schrade falling to the 'fUor. He then felt a pain in the abdomen

• ar'ea and realized he'd been shot. His shirt became saturated

I with blood as he held his left side and he was assisted to a 

chair where he awaited meeical aid.

Gloria Farr pushed her*way into the pantry from the anteroom 

I explaining that she was a nurse. After entering the pantry,

; .she observed Weesel seated on a chair with blood covering the
front of his shhrt. Another woman who had identifeed herseef as 

* a nurse tore Weise's shirt and applied pressure to a wound i.n 
J . the upper left quadrant. '
i

I . Weesel was admitted to Ceenral Receiving H^ita! at 12:41 a.m. 

> and treated for a bullet wound in the left abdomen. The bullet 
! _ _ . . . .J entered his left side three inches above the waaB^ne. He was
!; discharged at 1:27 a.m. and transfereed to Kaiser Boos^a!. Dr.

: Wiliam B. Neal examined Weesel at 2:310 a.m. and removed an

; identifaable bullet. The nurses assistnng i.n this operation
i were Gertrude Weathers and Helen Lyon. .

<
I Eligdbeh Evans

: Elizabeth Evans, a sel—employed bueineewwoman, was standing in

i side the pantry as Senator Kennedy, surrounded by a crowd of _
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copier paMed^y her.. As she bent down W retreeve a lost shoe, 

she hnlrd tOt•SeS tha sounded similar to frncclacknls and malied 

she had been shot. ' 1

t
r

Evans was struck by a bullet’ fEa^oment which had rioochntnd off 

the ceiling Angelo Di Pierro, oedtre’d, was about to enter the 

pantry when he heard the’ shots. Evans fell at the door in front 
of Di Pierre. Jennie Rueller a housewife, was entering tio 
^ntry from the anteroom. She saw Evans bleeding about the 

head and held on to her stlttng, "You're shot." HannUe assisted

her to a guard who escorted Evans into the ballroom.

i Dr. Roland

her head.

been shot,

Dean attended her and halted the flow of blood 'from

From his exai-nation, it was evident that; she had 

blt at that time he was unable to determine if a

bullet had penetrated her skull

" People were orrowding and shoving woumd EVms in a tigh; cordon. 

Photographers were jostlnng and snapping pictures. Patrick ■ 

Thornton, trying to protect her foom being crushed, pushnd teck

the crowd and in return was struck on the head with a camera.

M:s. Evans was admitted to Central 

and treated for a gunshot wound to

Receiving Hoosital-at 12:49 a.m. . 

the head; She was rnneased at

2:10 a.o. and transporeed by Goodhew Ambulance to Huntington
. Memorial Hosp-tal, 100 Congress, Pasadena, Califrlnia. Dr. Celso 

Ravvllo, the Evans family physician, expired her and found a 

bullet wound entering the scalp of the forehead just below the 

hairinne. The bullet did not penetrate or exit ^d X-reys 
revealed the bullet fattened itself against the skun just
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