e

with nunzrous gople and he autographed goster for an admirer.
Kennedy entered the Embassy Ballroom through an honor guard of
Kennedy Girls, and onto the stage. The.time was 12:02 ;:m.

The stage area was packed as Kennedy delivered a victory message
to an audience'of about 1500 persons in the crowded auditorium.
Lights from the news cameras heated the already hot room. As
Kennedy finished his speech one of his aides said, "This way
Senator," and a small group, including Kennedy, walked to the
rear of the stage and through the door to an Fnteroom. The
deci;ion to go through the anterooﬁland serving pantry area was
made moments before by Fred Duttoq and William Barry.. Both men.
attempted to catch up with Kennedy as he moved quickly éoward
the COionia; Roomm where the "writing press" was awaiting his
arrival. :Mrs. Kenneqy remarked to Barry as they walked away

L' g

from the stage, "stay with the Senator."

A large growa of people surged around Kennedy as he made his
way toward the pantry area. Several persons noted that Kennedy
was walking "quite fast." Kenn;dy stopped for a brief moment
to shake hands with the kitchen help. Karl Uecker, a hotel
waiter cabtain, was with Xennedy as he walked from the stage

to the pantry and took his'arm to assist him toward the Colonial

Roomn.

Vincent Di Pierro, a college student ‘and son of the hotel.
maitre d4', was walking to the right of Kennedy and about five
feet behind him. He observed a man standing on a tray ragk at
the east end of the ice machine. He recalled that the man had
an unusual smile on his face and appeared to be bending over
-8
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hoid-ing his 'ght hand against his stol..-h. Di Pierro lookeq

avay and turned toward Kennedy.

The Shooting

Kennedy stopped to shake hands with a hotel waiter and then with
Di Pierro. As he let go of the hand_of Jesus Perez, another
hotel employce, a man moved toward Kennedy; his right arm fully
extended, he fired four shots quickly at the Senator. Kennedy
raised his arms over his head and two of the shots entered under
his right arm. The first shot had struck him in the head behind
the right ear; the second went through the padding of Kennedy's
coat and struck Paul Schrade, United Automobile Workers Union

Official, in the head.

Witnesses' recollections of the shooting varied. One thought
the man was going to shake hands with the Senator. Another saw
the man raise a pistol and saw an "angry and determined" look

in hle face. .One witnees saw the man push the gun toward the
back of Kennedy's head hut conld not identify-the suspect because
of the chaos that followed. A'thirteen year old Kennedy worker
saw the man holding the gun and then he saw a flame come from

it.

Uecker immediately grabbed the man as he fired the first shots.
He continued firing at Kennedy and one witness recalled that
"he had a tremendous look of concentration on his face." HKe
fired eight shots; the last four while the confused crowd tried

to apprehend him. Five others were wounded in the shooting.

Many witnesses thought that they heard balloons popping and
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others thought™the sounds were firecracké!!. The accounts of
the distance from the suspect and Kennedy varied. A hotel
busboy thought the gun was three feet from Kénnedy's head.
another witness thought the first shot came ffom point blank
range. Subsequent {aboratory ex?mination placed the distance

of the first and fatel shot at one inch.

The Capture

Karl Uegker swung around as Kennedy fell to the floor. Uecker
.seizgq the man by the neck and étruck at his hand to push the .
gun aﬁﬁy from the crowd; while several others close by reached
6ut_to-control him. The man was wrestled to a nearby'metal
table and the gun fell from his hand for_a moment. He was able

to regain possession of the gun. . .

"Roosevelt Grier, an ex-professional football player, approached
the éérugglipg group. MHe w;estled the_gun!from the man's hand
and gave it to Rafer Johnson who was standing nearby. The men
holaipg the man then pinned him‘to the serving table and held
him there until the police arrived. During the struggle the
suspect received minor injuries to his ankle and right hand.

These were laterx tré;ted at Homicide Division.

William Barry who was several feet behind Kennedy when the shots
were fired told investigators that wheh he reéched the suspect
that no one was holding him. He stated tha£ he took the gun
from him and struck him twice in the face with his fist: He

said that the suspect later retrieved the gun and others in the

crowd assisted him in controlling the suspect. The investigation

disclosed, however, that by the time Barry reached the suspect.
-10- |
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several othergxad hold of him. ‘

Medical Treatment of Senator Kennedy

Several doctors indentified themselves immedietely and offerrxed
to aid the victims of the shooting. Dr. Stanley Abo was the
first'to treat.Kennedy; He found hie heartbeat very stroné,
his.pulse rate between 50 and 60 and his breath shallow. His

left eye was closed.

When aAbo told Kennedy that he thought that Stephen Smith,

Kennedy 8 brother-in-law, had only a superficial wound. Kennedy

replied, "Good." It was later learned that Smith had not been

shot.

Abo found a small entry wound in back of Kennedy's right ear.
At one point Abo tried to open Xennedy's left eyelid but he
resisted. Later xennedy‘looked around the room and recognized
his wife who was kneeling near him. He called her name several

times and he was able_te move his hands and feet.

.
)

"Abo noted that Kennedy's'only apparent impairment was to his
right eye. During the time that he treated Kennedy the only
medical function performed was to keep the wound bleeding to

prevent a clot from forming.

Dr. Marvin Esher also treated Kennedy 'and believed that Kennedy
had sustained a cardiac arrest. He observed that Kennedy;s left
eyelid was closed and his right eye was open with the e}eball
slightly deviated to the right. He noted that there was no

visible movement in Kennedy's chest. -

-]1l-
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Removal from H®Cel : . !

A Los Angeles City Recelving Hospital ambulance was dispatched
from Central Receiving Hospital at 12:18'a.m., and covered the
2.2 miles to tyg hotel in five miﬁﬁtes. The driver ané atten-
dant were directed to the pant;y but due to the crowd jammed

around Kennedy they were unable to open their first aid kit to

provide emexgency aid.

Kennedy was placed on a stretcher and carried to the ambulance.
The doors to the ambulance were forcibly reopened twice by perédns
in the crowd who attempted to board the ambulance. William Barry
and Warren Rogers, a Look Magazine'editor, rode in the cab with |
. the driver; Mrs. Kennedy, Fred Dutton, and Mrs. Stephen Smith
were in the iear with Kennedy and the attendant. The ambulance

left the hotel escorted by a police vehicle.
.. ‘ _

-

En route to the hospital £ﬁe aétehdant attempted to stop the
flow of blood from the head wound of Kennedy. Mrs. Kennedy
said, ;Don't touch him," and sh? slapped the attendant across
- the face. The scene in the ambulance was chaotic and tempers
were very short. Barry, seated in the cab, tried severalltimes
to enter the back of the ambulancg through the boot; he yelled
back at the. attendant, “Doé't touch him, you son-of-a-bitch,
or I'll come back there and kill you.{ The driver prevented
Barry from going to the back of the a@bulance.. At one point
Mrs. Kennedy grabbed the surgical sponges from the aéégadant
and threw them on the floor. Kennedy began gasping and -the
attendant administered oxygen. The ambulance arrived at

Central Receiving Hospital at 12:30 a.m.
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preﬁarations had been made in Emergency Room Two prior to the

preatment at cgtral Receiving Hospital

arrival of the ambulance containing Kennedy. Dr. Faustin
pazilauskas, a staff surgeon, met the ambulance and supérvised
the move of Kennedy to the treatment room. His initial diggnoéis
was: A comatose, weak thready pulse, in extremis, blood pressure
gero over zero, heartbeat almost imperceptible, bullet wound
rigﬁt mastoid area with swelling, and in shock. Emergency
treatment was_giveﬂ and decisions Qe;e nade regardihg the need

for post-emergency treatment.

Dr. Albert ﬁblt, of the Receiving Hospital staff, made a cursory
examination of Kennedy. He found two bullet wounds and gave the
opinion that Kennedy required immediate brain surgery. He
recommendéd Dr. Henry Cueno to Mrs. Kennedy who was present in
the room. Several other specialists were notified in antici-
pation of injury to other areas of the Senator's body. Blood
samples were sent to Good Samaritan Hospital for preparation at

that location for the transfer &f Kennedy.

Emergency treatment continued and a heart-lung machine was-
installed to assist Kennedy's respiration. Adrenalin was
injected into Kennedy's arm. Kennedy was then out of shock,
still comatose with hyperactivé reflexes. The doctors found
that the Senator had responded favqraply to treatment but his
condition was nevertheless critical. His blood preééﬁE; was
150/90 and he continued to receive oxygen by nasal mask and

he was given serum albumen intravenously.

-13-
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Senator Kennedy was moved to an ambulance at 12:45 a.m;, and

rransfer to Qod Samaritan Hospital

the vehicle carrying Kennedy, his wife; Mrs. Smith, Barry and
Warren Rogers arrived at Good Samaritan Hosbital at 12:48 a.m,
Kennedy was, taken to the inténsive care ward still unconscious
and upresPOnsive. He showed evidence of brain injuiy and other

symptoms indicated the need for a tracheotomy.

Dr. Paul fronside performed the trécheotomy and his breathing
improved, however, two minutes later Kennedy's breathing stopped

\

and he was placed under a respirator.

.Dx. Henry Cueno arrived at the hospital and was briefed by Dr.

Holt. X-rays were taken of the head and chest area. According
to all of the doctors the prognosis was extremely poor and they

all agreed that they were dealing with an "absolute disaster."”

Theggperation

Surgexry was begun at 3 10 a.m. The wound area was shaved and

a small window was cut in the s8kull to facilitate a larger area .
to pperate. Bone fragments, clotted blood and bruised brain
tissue were removed by Dr. cgeno. Some of the lead fragments

vere identifiable as being from a bullet.

During surgery Kennedy's condition improved slightly and he was
able to breath on his own. He was able to move his r§?pt leg
but he was still comatose. Surgery was terminated ;t 6:30 a.m.,
and the respirator was reapplied when his breathing became

labored.

-14-
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Dr. James L. Qppen, the Kennedy familyglysician, arrived at
.11'a.mc from Boston. He consulted with Dr. Cueno and beriodic
checks ;n Kennedy were made; the family was kept advised of
Kennedy's condition. - Twelve hours after the operation Kennedy's

blood pressure had dropped to 80/20.

At 6:09 p.m., cardiac and kidney changes were noted and his

pulse was slowing. This condition was con;idered terminal and
only time was the remaining factor. At 8 p.m., Kennedy seemeg

to be stabilizing but by 1l:15 a.m.,.on June 6th no blood pressure
waqlnotéd. At 1:27 a.m., no breathing or heart sounds were
‘recorded. At 1l:44 a.m,, Senator beert F{ Kennedy was pronounced

dead.

The Autopsy on Senator Kennedy was condﬁcted in the hospitals

- Morgue Room at 3 a.m., on qqne 6, 1968 and completed at 9:15 a.m.
Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, Chief Medical Ex;miner, Coroner of Los
Angeles County, was in éharge of the autopsy. The cause of
death was a gunshot wound of tﬁF right mastoid, penetrating the

brain.

Medical Treatment of Other Victims

Five others were wounded during the shobting. Each was in the

line of fire in the crowd which was behind Kennedy.

Xxrwin Stroll, a Kennedy worker and student, was shot in the left

",

leg but thought that he had been kicked. He ran into the Embassy
Ballroom and realized that blood was running down his leg. He
was treated at Central Receiving Hospital and discharged at

1:10 a.m. He was transferred to Midway Hospital in Los Angeles

| .
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where 'Dr. Natlian Cozen operated to remove a bullet from his

left calf, next to the bone.

paul Schrade, United Auto Workers Union Official, was walking
directly behind Kennedy when the shooting occurred. He saw
some flashes and lost consciousness. Witnesses reported
observing him fall to the ?loor and several believed that he
was @ead._ Schrade was bleeding profusely from a scalp wound.'
Dr. Abo made a quick examination of Schrade and determined that

the wound appeared superficial.

Schrade was treated at Central Receiving Hospital for A bullet
wound to the head and discharged at 1:27 a.m. He was treated
at Kaisexr Hospital in Los Angeles by Dr. Kasper Fuchs at 3 a.m.
Examination revealed that the bullet entered behind the hair
line and exited two and-a-half inches to the rear. Shattered
bone had been forced into ehe skull. Ae incision was made and
damaged tissue and bullet fragments were removed. The wound '

was directly over the sagittal sinus. -There was small hole in

the skull at the entry vwhich would heal.

Williamis. Weisel, American ﬁroadcasting Company News Director,
was walking approximately six feet behind Kennedy and felt three
thumps in his side but was shot only once. He did not see the
shooting. Weisel was transferred with Schrade from Central
Receiving Hospital to Kaiser Hospital. At 2:30 a.m.,'qF. William
Neal operated:- and removed an identifiable .22 caliber bullet

from Weisel's left side at a point three inches above the waist

line.

-16~
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Eliz_a'be{:h Eve‘ a seif employed busines‘man, was standing
inside the door of.thé pantry surrounded by a crowd of people.
She bent over to retrieve a lost shoe and she heard noises like
firecrackers. She then realized that she had been shot. A
bullet had entered the false ceiling of the pantry and rico-
chetted downward striking her in the forehead. She was assisted

to the Embassy Ballroom and given emergency aid by doctors present.

After treatment at Central Receiving Hospital Mrs. Evans was
transferred to Huntington Memorial ﬁospital in Pasadena. The

bullet did not penetrate or exit and x-rays revealed that the

. bullet flattened itself against the skull just under the skin

of the forehead below the hairline. The bullet was removed by

" Dr. John T. Garner at l:10 p.m., on June 5, 1968.

-~

Ira Marc Goldstein, a Continental News Service reporter, was
struck in the uppér thigh..'ne was attended at the scene by a
doctor who found, the wound to be not serious. After treatment

at Central'Receivipg Hospital he was transferred to Encino

. .
_Hospital in Los Angeles. The bullet was removed by Dr. Eugene

Gettleman from the left buttocks about three inches from the
point of entry. The deformed .22 caliber bullet was marked by

Dr. Gettleman'for identifiéation.

Each of the five victims recovered from the shooting and parti-
cipated in a reenactment of the shooting in November 1968. It
was.determined that Schrade was struck by a bullet-whicﬁ went
through the padding of Kennedy's coat. Weisel and Goldstein
wexre struck directly by bullets from the gun. The bullet which

-17-
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struck Stroll .cochetted from the floor. the pantry and the
bullet which struck Evans left the gun, travelled through the
false ceiling and ricochetted back into the pantry, striking

her in the head.

pPolice Department Participation

Los Angeles Police Department personnel partieipated fully in
the activities which took place from the time of the assassi-
nation through the transportation of Senator Kennedy's body to
International Airport. A section of this report chronologically
recounts .the various aspects of the events occurring between .
12:06 g.m., on June 5, 1968 and 2:30 p.m., on June é, 1968.
These activities are described sepérately in sections entitled:
ACT&VITIES AT THE HOTEL; CENTRAL RECEIVING, GOOD SAMARITAN
HOSPITAL TO THE LOS ANGELES INTERNQTIONAL AIRPO&T, EMERGENCY

'CONTROL CENTER, FUNCTIONS OF RAMPART PATROL AND DETECTIVES AND

PARKER CENTER SECURITY.

'd

PLM. SGT. LT. CAPT. INSP. D.C. DIVS.

Hotel 120 15 4 1 1 - 20
Central 1
Receiving 73 1l 3 1 - - 13
Hospital
Sood itan 122 33 | & 2, 1 1 14-
Hospital
International 45 28 - 1 2 - 7
Airport
Rampart 39 | 4 1 1 - - 8
Station
Preliminary . 1 N 5
Investigation 13 16 4 .
Emexgency )
Control 31 8 7 1 1 3 9
Center '
Parker
Center 4 45 8 1 1 - - 8 -
Security :
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rhe total comp.nent of personnel for eac‘aspect was compil;ad
and:roéters are included in the respéctive section. The number
of personnel deployed is reflected in thg chart above. There
was some duplication as personnel were deployed at two or more
jocations during the period. A total of 612 man days were

worked by .553 sworn personnel of this Department

Activities of The Ambassador Hotel

At 12:06 a.m., on June 5, 1968, a Rampaft Division ;adio car
responded to the Ambassador Hotel on a call oh an illegally
parked car. Within moments these officers were engulfed in

the scene surrounding the shooting.

At 12:17 a.m., an uniden@ified céller notified the Rampart
Division Watch Commandér that Kennedy had just been shot.
Lieutenané R. K. Sillings immediately went to the ho£e1 to
investigate the call. At 12:19 a.m., the only upit available
in Rhmpart,.Sergeant P. éharaga, was assigned to a routine

*ambulance injury" call at the hotel.

At 12:20 a.m.,.the emergency message that Senator Kennedy had
beeﬁ shot, was broadcast to éll units. At 12:22 ;.m., a Rampart
radio car and three Metropolitan Division officers arrived at
the front of the hotel. The five officers were directed by '
people in the crowd through a maze of hallways to the pantry

area where they observed Senator Kennedy lying on the flpor.

-

They immediately attempted to locate the suspect and observed
a struggle at the east end of the crowded pantry. Two of the

officers had separated from the group and were running into the

pantry from the east end.
-19-
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AS qfficer T‘. White er'\;:ered. the pant.he observed numerous
persons struggling with a dark complexioned male near a serving
table. A male in the crowd yelled to Wh;te, “Quick! he's trying
to kill him." As the five officers attempted to move toward the

suspect they were forced to pull the men surrounding him away.

Jesse Unruh, Speaker of .the California Assembly, was on top of
the serving table yelling, "This one's going to stand trial. No
one's going to kill him." The officers managed to_gaiﬁ control
of thé Quspect and handcuff his hands behind his back. The
officers-then prepared to remove the suséect from the.crowded

pantry to their.vehicle.

The near hxsterical crowd appeared to be a poﬁential hazard to
the sdspgct's safety and-in q_loud volce White ordered the others
to start'mpving out of the room. Unruh moved toward the officers
and White, fearing for the.éusbect'g safet&, pushed him away;
Unruﬁ yielded‘but insisted that he escort the officerg.from the
buildlng. - .

The officers formed a tight circle around the suspect and moved
through the crowd. Several persons shquted obsenities at tﬁe '
suspect and attempted to strike out at him. The officers
absorbed the brunt of these biows.

As the officers reached their vehicles they were assisted by
other officers who had arrived at t@é hotel. The crdW? around
the vehicle prevented the officers from getting %nté their
wehiclgs. Unruh, without permission, climbed into the front

seat of the vehicle. Eventually the officers were able to drive
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through the c.'J.d. The time was 12:28 a., six minutes from

"the: time they arrived.

White and his partner, A. Placencia, drove immediately to

Rampart Station arriving at 12:31 a.m. En route, Placencia, in

. the rear seat with the suspect, adviged him of his constitutional
rights. Unruh askeq the suspect why he had shot Kennedy. He
replied, "You think I'm crazy, so that you can use it as evid-

ence against me?"

Upon grrival at the station the suspect was placed in an interro-
. ' gation room; he was searched and his personal property .was
removed from his clothing. An officer was placed in the room

to provide security for the suspect.

At the hotel meésures vere being taken to secure the crime scene
and secure witnesses. Seéuzit§ measures were taken to obtain
information on potential suspects who might be outstanding.
Units arriving from throughout the Metropolitan area began
. deployi_ng about the hotel. Ail‘available Metropolitan Division

g officexrs were deployed to the rear of the hotel. Traffic control

measures were taken surrounding the hotel.

At 12:28 a.m., Sergeant Sharaga broadcast a description of a
blond male Caucasian suspect which had been g?ven to him by an
unknown person. At l:44 a.m., this description was cancelled
and the suspect was no longer sought.- At the same tiﬁé:two

Juvenile Division officers broadcast the description of a male

Latin and a female Caucasian wanted as suspects.
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Lieutenant R.Qackaberry oomnanded a squad of officers dispatched
to-‘Central Receiving Hospital to provide security at that loca-
tion. Officers at various locatlons were requesting ambulances
for the other victims of the shooting. Private ambulances were

enlisted to aid in this effort..

Lieutenant Siilinge arrived at the Command Post which Sharaga
had_establtshed at the rear of the hotel at 12:23 a.m. Sillings
instructed that an outside security perimeter be established
and sent Sergeant R. Rolon and J. Jones into the hotel with
seven men to secure the crime scene. Upon arriv1ng in the
Embassy Ballroom they noted the complete disarray. Jones,used
the public address system in an attempt to calm the hystefical
crowd and to advise witnesses to report to the podium. Names
were takeri b& officers of persons stating that they had seen

relevant events.

Several minor incidents occurred in the next few minutes invol-

ving hysterical members of the cfowd, the press and the officers

who were attempting to bring order to the confusion. Quarrels T
were broken up, suspicious individuals were stopped and ques- ”
tioned and assistance was provided to the shocked celebrants.

The bars were ordered closed as soon as,  possible after order

was restored. . . i

A contingent of Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies was dis-
patched from assignment at the nearby IBM Building where they
had been providing security for ballot counting. These deputies

provided assistance to Sergeant Sharaga at the Command Post.
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m;. 2:25 a.nm, ,.J.l Sheriff's personnel a‘he hotel were relieved
’by.ﬁepartmént perspnnel. A.final count of Sheriff's personnel
and equipment assisting at various locations or in reserve at
the IBM Building totaled eighty-two deputies, eleven sergeants,

tvo lieutenants and one captain; ten radio cars and one bus.
1]
At 1:44 a.m., Inspector J. W. Powers contacted the Command Post

. and clarified the situation regarding outstanding suspects. At
that time information from witnesses indicated that there was
only éne suspect involved in the shooting and that he was in

. custody. Other possible leads had been checked and found
erroneous. Communiéations Division was instructed to cancel the

bioadcast on_the "second suspeci:."l

At 2:20 g.m., a Saféllite‘Command Post was established in the
Embassy ﬁa;lroom. Sergeaﬁp J..Jones supervised the activities
qt the location, Witnesses'who had:peen singled out as being
important were transported by bus and radio car to Rampart
Station. Jones was also responsible fér cleariﬁg the area of
. the shooting scene and preserv:l'ng as much as poss-ible for

investigators and scientific.investigation units.

At 3:30 a.m., Sergeant R. Rolon was assigned to clear uhauthorized
persons from the fifth floor of the hotel, the location of the
Kennedy suite. These efforts were hampered by the presence of

a crowd of young adults, many of whom were intoxicatgql_ fhis

incident was resolved and guards were posted in the area.

The emphasis of the event had shifted to other locations by

6 a.m., and the Command Post was moved inside at 8:40 a.m. It
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pacame an in’mation center and teleph&s were temporarily
installed. At 8 a.m. day watch officers began relieving morning

watch officers at the hotel.

For the remainder of-the'morning, routine security was maintained
at the hotel. By 10:05 a.n.,, relief of all morning and mid-
watch officers was completed. At 12:15 a.m., the staging area
outside the hotel was deactivated and a small force consisting
of sixteen officers and a policewomen commanded by a sergeant

remained at the hotel.

At 2:45 p.nm., the commander of the Emergency COntrol Center

instricted Sergeant C. C. Hagele to deactivate the entire

security force. By 3:10 p m., on June 5, 1968, the detail at

the hotel was completely secure.

4

" central Receiﬁing Hospital

At 12:28 a.m., members of the press and sight-seexs began con-

verging on Central Receiving Hospita) en masse. Officer G. F.

Tinch, assigned to the hespital detail at the hospital had been
informed of the shooting and was requesting assistance for

security.

At 12:30 a.m., the ambulanee bearing Senator Kennedy arrived
preceded by two officers who had driven from the hotel. A
passage way was cleared through the meb around the stretcher

and Kennedy was placed in Treatment.Room 2.

A large crowd began milling in the corridor outside the room.
Officers W. W. Ambrecht and F. Mena were assigned to the treat-
ment room to prevent unauthorized persons from entering. A
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smglljgroup, including Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, attempted to enter
the room. Ambrecht who was standing across the doorway of the
room was fearful that the treatment_table might be overturned

by the rush of people into the room. He denied them admittance
into the room. The group attempted to rush the door and a

minor scuffled ensued. Ambrecht was prepared to allow Mrs.
Kennedy to enter the room but did not know the others. He felt
that they were attempting to use Mrs. Kennedy as a meané to .

enter the room.

Frederick Dutton, a Kennedy aide, and William Barry, Kennedy's
bodyguard, were -part of the group Pehind Mrs. Kennedy; They
demanded that Ambrecht be removed from his post. Lieutenant

R. Tackaberry informed them that Ambrecht had been following
orders ané had performed his duties correctly. Mrs. Kennedy
and a Catholic lay priest, Father J. W. Mundell, were admitted
to the room. Ambrecht was eventually moved to another post in
an attempt to calm Barry and Dutton who were becoming boisterous
and antagonistic. Tackaberry subsequently described Ambrect's

demeanor and manner as above reproach.

Lieutenant W. E. Hogue, who had taken command of security at

the hospital, advised members of the Kennedy staff in the

corridor that the Department had assumed control and responsibility'
for Senator Kennedy's personal safety. At 12:40 a.m., Captain _' !
W. O. Fudge, Commander of the Business Office Divisi6n7¢arrived
at the hospitall At his instruction the corridors were cleared

of all unauthorized persons.
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A squétd of offfcers formed a line and swgt the corridor, moving
all persons to a waiting room at the west end of the hospital.

The only incident involved William Barry who insisted on remaining.
He was refused admittance to Kennedy's room, as he had requested,
but was a}lowed to remaip in the corridor to avoid causing a

major incident.

At 12:45 a.m., a security force of officers was dispatched to
Good Samaritan Hospital to establish security at that location
in advance of the intended transfer of Kennedy. A security |
check was made there and officers were deployed at varioﬁs
locations within the hospital and along the route to the Inten-
. sive Care Ward. At 12:45 a.m., Kennedy was transported by City
ambulance to Good Samaritan Hospital escorted by Lieutenant

Tackaberry and Sergeant Swihart.

L4

Rédfer Johnson, who had comelto Central Receiving Hospital, had
the assassination weapon in his possession. Two Intelligence
Division sergeants asked Johnson for the gﬁn. He insisted that
. he would only realeasc it at “églice Headquafters.“ Johnson
agreed to go with the sergeants to RamparF Station but requested
that they stop by Good Samaritan Hospital to check on Kenne&y's
condition. After stopping ;here Johnson was taken to Rampart

Station where he relinquished the gun to Seréeant R. L. Calkins.

At 1:15 a.m., after Kennedy had been removed, nﬁmerous_sight-
seers begaﬁ arxiving at Central Receiving Hospital. officer
Tinch, Qho had been placed in charge of security, requested five
units through Communications Division for assistance in disper-

sing the crowd which was becoming unruly.
-26~-
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A total of t“ty officers and twenty dgxty sheriff's, who

were dispatched from the iBM Building for this purpose, were led
by Lieutenant R. Moulton, Highland Park Division, in dispersing
the crowd. No major incident occurred during the dispersal.

1:33 Q.. Communications Division was notified that no further
assistance was reqﬁired. Captain F. A. Phillips instructed
Moulton to -bring the force of officers then being held in reserve
at Central Receiving Hospital to Rampart Station for security

there. No other incidents occurred at Central Receiving Hospital.

Good Samaritan Hospital

" The original security fprce arriving at Good Samaritan Hospital
from Central Receiving Hospital éonsisted of twenty-one officers
and three gergeants. At -12:40 a.m., nine officers established
road blocks around the hospital to prepare for the anticipated‘
arrival of the ambulance bearing Kennedy. Twelve of the officers
were.assigned throughout the interior of hospital and on the
roof. |

]
The Intensive Care Ward on the fifth floor was completely sealed

6ff from all unauthorized persons. Officer J. B. Holder was
instructed to prevent anyone from removing any gvidence from ihe
ward. Officer M. Lewis waé posted at the déor to Kennedy's room
and instructed to gdmit no one other than those cleared by Dr.
N. Reid, a neuro surgeon, or Lt. Tackﬁberry. " Several persons
wéaring hospital type clothing atteméted to gain enéf;éce to

the ward. Approximately five doctors were denied permission to

enter the roém on the orders of Dr. Reid.
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William Barry precipitated another ver:!; altercation with
-qfficers when he objecte@ to the presence of officers at the
-doors acting as security. He angrily'ordered Lieutenant
Tackaberry to leave the room. Tackaberry advised Barry that
the Department was responsible for security and that he ang his
officers would remain. The officers assigned to Kennedy's room

were wearing surgical gowns for hygenic Purposes.

Deputy Chief J. G. Fisk arrived at Good Samaritan at 2:30 a, m.
Chief Reddin haqg designated Fisk to act as the Department
emissary to the Kennedy family. He assigned an officer to
transport Colonél John Glenn to the Beverly Hills Hotel where
the Kennedy children were located. '

At 2:30 a.m,, Kennedy was noved from the Intensive Care Ward to
surgery on the ninth floor, Inspector L. L. Sporrer ordered

complete security during the entire trip to the ninth floor.

Officer W, Wighton, Accident Investigation Division, was assigned
‘ - -

to take photographs of Kennedy's wounds at 3:15 &.m. He wore a

surgical smock in the room and took six photographs. The exposed

£ilm was later given to Chief Reddin by Inspector Sporrer,

While Kennedy was undergoing surgery, William Barry demanded of
Sporrer that all uniformed personnel be kept out of sight. Due
to Barry's emotional reaction and apparent irritation at the
Presence of these officers, Sporrer partially complied s& moving
the officers in the hallway out of sight. They were kept close

€nough to maintain the safety of the Senator.
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At 3:2'5 a.m., Qnator Edward M. Kennedy Qs met at City Hall ) -
by a Metropolitan Division sergeant and transported to Good
Samaritan Hospital. Deputy Chief Fisk ordered two Intelligence
Division sergeants to provide security for him. Senator Kennedy

agreed to these security meaesures.

By i a.m., gufficient security forces were present and in position
inside and outside the hospital. An orderly crowd of approximately
200 persons, mostly Negro, had gathered at the corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Lucas Street. Intelligence inforﬁétion from witﬁ-

in the crowd indicated that there was some talk from a small

_group of Black Panthers in the crqwd, that if Kennedy died there
__would'be rioting. By 6:20 a.m., the crowd had dwindled to

approximately 15 persons’.

At 6:20 a.m., surgery was completed and Kennedy was returned to
the Intensive Care Ward. Similar security was provided; the
same route was used. Bullet fragments obtained during the ope-

ration were preserved, photographed and booked as evidence.
1]

At 8 a.m., 31 Metropolitan Division officers relieved the
mo&ning watch officers and lé hour shifts were established for
Metropélitan Division. Lieutenant B. E. Sanderson, Rampart
Divisién Day Watch Commander, assumed command of security of
the hosgpital at.% a.m. The remainder of the aay and into the
night of June 5th; officers were occupied with maintaining
security. Officers provided transpoitation for_various'digni—
taries and Kennedy family members who were arriving in Los

Angeles. No incidentc were reported during this time.
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on June 6, 1968,.at 1:44 a.m., Xennedy was‘ronounced dead. lis

. pody was moved to the Morgue Room of the hospital for the autbpsy.

From 3 a.m., to 9:15 a.m., Dr. Thomas Noguchi, Los Angeles
county Coroner, directed the autopsy. Sergeant W. C. Jordan
and Officer D. K. Stewart were assigned to attend. Photographs
wvere taken by Scieppific Investigatioh Division and officers

provided security iﬂ the area of the Morgue Room.

By 9:30 a.m., the crowds in the vicinity of the hospital had

_grown to an estimated one thousand persons. Additional security

was provided for crowd control when the hearse carrying Kennedy
jeft for International Airport at 12:30 p.m. Security at the

hospital was discontinued at 1 p.m.

rransfer to International Airport

A request was made by Darwin_Horn of the Secret Service for
escorts for the Kennedy party from Good Samaritan Hospital to
Los Angeles International Airport. Deputy Chief D. F. Gates
approved the request. Intelligence Division provided seven
vehicles to provide transPortatign for the Kennedy family. Two

motorcades were planned, one carrying the Kennedy staff and othex

the body énd the family.

A minor incident occurred when Frederick Dutton arrived at the
hospital with seven civilian escort officers and he requested
that the civilians escort the motorcade instead of pqqutment
personnel. Th;s request was denied and Inspector M. Howe
instructed Captain J. E. Stephens, Commander, Metropolitan
Division, that the civilian escort officers were not to parti-
cipate in the motorcade. '
-30-
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The mo'torcade.ith Kennedy‘s body arrive’at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport at 1:12 p.m. at the Command Post established

near the West Terminal. At 1:30 p.m., "Air Force #2" was airborne
vith the body of Senator Kennedy, his family and several others

en route to New York City.

Functions of Rampart Patrol and Detectives

The Ambassador Hotel is located in Rampart Division and as Such
the responsibility for normal police response to incidents and
the initial investigation of crimes rests with Rampart Division
Patrol and Detectives. Lieutenant R. K. Siliings was the morning
watch commander on June 5, 1968. He responded to an anonymous
call to the hotel at 12:17 a.m.; and assigned Sergeant J. S.

Locker as station commander.

Patrol
At 12:33 a.m., Officers White and Placencia arrived at the

station with the suspect.. Locker immediately assumed responsi-
bility for the initial investigation. He assigned two officers
to remain with the suspect and a sergeant to remain with Jesse

Unruh vhom he had told to wait in the squad room.

At 1 a.m., Lieutenant E. A.- Chitwood, day watch commander, came

in from off duty status and assumed the duties of watch commander.

He established security for the building in anticipation of the
crowds and news media personnel who would arrive. Officers were
posted on the roof and on a perimeter surrounding the station.
Lights were turned out in the lobby to avoid silhouetting

officers guarding the entrance to the station. A Frequency 9
base station was established in the watch commander's office.

~31-
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As wi.ti'xesses a‘.ved they were seated in .e roll call room to
await questioning by the detectives. Patrol officers provided
security at this location. A total of 38 officers, two sergeants

and one lieutenant were utilized for total station defense.

At 5:15 a.m., due to a lack of field units available, a sergeant
and four two-man units were dispatched from station duty to
answer routine calls. The station defense detail was secured

at 7:30 a.m.

Detectives

At )12:20-a.n., ;ieutenant C. F. Hughes, Rampart Detectives
Commander, contacted Lieutenant A. .S. Hegge, Sergeants J. R.
Mac Arthur, A. B. Melendres apé F. J. Patchett. All were
instructed to report to duéj t6 handle the investigation.
Inspector J.. W. Powers informed Rampart Division, through

Detective Beadquarters, that they would handle the investigation.

At 12:50 a.m., Lieutenant Hughes determined that the suspect,

vhose identity was still unknown, should be transferred to

—

‘Parker Center where security and facilities for investigation

and detention were more adeqﬁate. At 1 a.m., Officers White
and Placencia begah a search for a vehicle after they found a

car key in the suspects pocket.

At 1:10 a.m., the transfer was begun. 'Two unmarked police

. vehicles were utilized and four officers accompanied tﬁé:suspect

in the first vehicle. Jesse Unruh was allowed to ride in the

second vehicle after Inspector R. F. Rock denied his request to

accompany the éuspect. The gquestioning and processing of the
-32.-
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suspect cont:i.ed at Parker Center untJ.J. a.m., when he was
transferred to the Hall of Justrce._ He was removed from Parker
Center in an officer‘s'priyate camper, for arraignment before
Judge Joan Dempsey Klein in Division 40. The suspect was booked

and arraigned “John Doe."

Rampart Detectives began the initial interviewing of witnesses

vho were waiting at the station. Rafer Joﬁnson was one of the

.first persons interviewed. He relinquished the assassination

weapon to Sergeant R. L. Calkins who booked it as evidence.

Thirty-three witnesses were interviewed during the morning hours.

'A total of 126 recorded interviews were conducted by various

investigators between June 5 and June l1ll, 1968, prior to the

formation of Special Unit Senator,

. At 4 a.m., Officers White, and Placencia located a vehicle near

the hotel. The key found on the suspect fit the vehicle, however,
after obtaining an affidavit for a search warrant it was deter-

mined that the vehicle was not the suspect's.

L
During the morning hours officers from outlying divisions trans-
ported bullets and bullet fragments extracted from the other

victims to Rampart Station where they vere booked.

At approximately 8 a.m., investigators were dispatched to Nash's
Department Store in Pasadena to.contact the possible owner of
the gun used 'to shoot Kennedy. The ownership of the Gehpon had
been traced from the original owner and other parties to a young
man named "Joe", who worked at the department store. The young

man arrived shortly after the investigators and identified him-
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self ds Munir’:.rhan. He told invest_igagrs that he believed
that his brothex, Sirhan Sirhan,'ﬁas the man held by pdlice for
the shooting. At about the same time Munir Sirhén's brother
Adel Sirhan, had voluntarily gone to the Pasadena Police Station

with'the same information.

Lieutenant .Hughes ordered Sergeant W. E. Brandt to the Paéadena
Police Department to follow-up on this information. Brandt
subsequently conducted a search of ‘the Sirhan home -with the pexr-
mission of Adel Sirhan the older brother of the suspect. The.
items of evidence found during the search of Sirhan's residence

were taken to Rampart Station at 1l p.m., by Brandt.

Present in Lieuyenant Huqhes' office were Mayor Samuel Yorty,
Police Commissioner Emmett c; Mc Gaughey and Lieutenant Huéhes.
Inépector K. J. Mc Cauley a;rived shortly thereafter. Mayor
Yorty subsequently discussed the contents of the material found

by Brandt with news reporters.

Due to the vast number of interviews and the complexity of the
investigation, additional investigators were assigned from

several divisions to assist in the continuing investigation.

Emergency Control Center and Security at Parker Center

Deputy Chief E. M. Davis, en route hoqe from a late meeting,
immediately went to Parker Center upon learning of the shooting.
He assumed the duty of Department Commander and assiénéa res-
ponsibility for security of Parker Center. Davis contacted
Chief Reddin at home to apprise him of the shooting. Reddin
advised Davis ;o dispatch Captain W. O. Fudge to Central

Receiving Hospital to assume command there.
-34-
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At 12;45 a.m,, .ris ordered the Eme;:gency‘ntrol Center

(E.C.C.) activated. Captain W. G. Brown, Commander Management

Services Division, was contacted and the E.C.C. "emergency call
up" system was placed into effect. By 1l:30 a.m., officers

regularly assigned to the E.C.C. began arriving.

At 1l:15 a.m., Deputy Chief Davis ordered Inspector M. W. Howe

to take charge of the security for the-suspect, Sirhan Sirhan.

Howe was instructed to hqvé Sirhan isolated in a jail cell as

soon as possible. "

At 1:20 a.m:, two Venice Divisioq officers were dispgpéhed to
transport Chief Reddin from his, home to Parker Center. BHe
arrived at the E.C.C. at 2 .a.m. Inspector P.F. Hagen had arrived
at the E.C.C. at 1:40 a.m., and he began preéaring for a news -
conference which was planned for 3 a.m. llagen ﬁad previously
advised news media personnel at Rampart Station that a news
conference would be held at Parker Centerﬂ_'To avert security
problems he denied them permission to photogfapﬂ Sirhan. This
@enial had caused a minor disturbance at the station, however,

this mattex was clarified at the Chief's news conference.

At 2:10 a.m., Chief Reddin dispatched Deputy Chief J. G. Fisk
to Good Samaritan Hospital to act as the Department's emissary

to the Kennedy family.

At 2:45 a.m., Captain L. R. Walton,_Coﬁmander, Central bDivision,
took command of Parker Center security. He noted the shortage
of officers available to respond to normal radio calls and
ordered the recall of eleven off-duty officers and two sergeants

to handle the call load.
—35_
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For ‘the remainder of the time until its deactivation at 2:30 p.m.,

At 3 a.m., LieW¥enant W. H, Byron, the E.,.C. Commander, initiated

~a "Tactical Alert" affecting all patrol and traffic divisions.

Chief Reddin began his news conference.at 3 a.m., and discussed
various aspects of the investigation; At that time the identity
of Sirhan was not known. Photographs of Sirhan were provided
news media peréonnel in hopes that publication of the picture

would assist in his identification.

Central Division day watch officers were called in for duty at

5 a.m., to alleviate the heavy burden in dépleted field forces.

Normal morning watch officers were relievéd but the "Tactical

Alert" was maintained until 12:01 p.m., when it was sécured.

At 7 a.m., Chief Reddin held a secbnd news conference at Parker . '
Centef. He announced théi the arraignment of Sirhan which had .
just been held and the amount o§ the bail, which had been set

at $250,000. .

the following day the E.C.C. remained fully staffed and responded
to public inquires regarding the condition of Kennedy. Maximum _
security at Parker Center was maintained until 2:30 p.m. on

June 5th,
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THE ASSASSIN

The arrest and identification of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as the
suspect in the assassination of Senator Kennedy precipitated
a lengthy and intensive investigation into the background and
personai history of the accused assassin. The investigation

into Sirhan's personal life was of two-fold purpose:

It sought to piece together the events of Sirhan's life, in an
effort to attempt an understanding of his behavior. This was .
also done with the thought in mind of establishing premeditation

through his pre-assassination behavior.

.The second purpose for such an intensive examination was to

pinpoint the activities and associates of Sirhan, in order to
relate them to allegations made by others about Sirhan's acti-
vities or his possible involvement in a conspiracy to kill

Kennedy.

Activities of Sirhan the Evening of June 4

" Saveral witnesses came forward who had seen and spoken to Sirhan

the night of June 4, 1968. From their statements, investigators
were able to closely establish the whereabouts of Sirhan from
% p.m. until the time of the shooting. A similar chronology'
was made, based on statements of witnesses, for the period of

June 2/4, 1968.

On June 4, at 6:10 p.m., Sirhan had coffee with an ex-school

friend at Bob's Big Boy'Restaurant in Pasadena. He and the

friend went to the Pasadena City College cafeteria and met three

other mén whom they both knew. Sirhan discussed various
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innocuous su)ﬁcts with them and left agpproximately

7:15 p.m. The witnesses reported that Sirhan appeared normal

and very friendly.

sirhan was next seen by an electrician at the Ambassador

Hotel at approximately 8:45 p.m. He and Sirhan conversed

_generally and Sirhan asked him if he had ever seen Kennedy.

Sirhan was holding a glass with a milky—iobking liquid and

he was very talkative. The electrician reported seeing

Sirhan speak to a firemgn{ however, investigators could not

determine his identity.

Between 9 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., Sirhan spoke to two young
Mexican men in the Palm Court Room of the hotei. Sirhan
allegedly spoke critically of Kennedy and described him as

not caring about the poor people but rather that he sought

to gain the presidency for personal reasons. Sirhan related

that he had just spent $20.00 for a drink at the Rafferty

Headqﬁarters to show off to a hostess who had "looked down
. A

at him",

Sometime after 9:30 b.m., a Western Union operator saw Sirhan,

near her teletype machine in the Colonial Room. After the

shooting the operator saw the police taking Sirhan from the

hotel. She believed that-Sirhan recognized her as hLe was
taken from the hotel. A hotel waiter also reported seeing

Sirhan later; around 10 p.m., in the Palm Court Room.

Judy Royer, é Kennedy staff worker, reported asﬁing Sirhan

to leave the pantry area twice during the evening prior to

[
|
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the st_xooti_ng.Q.obert Klase, a Kennedy ssporter, was standing
in the anteroom to the kitchen'at about 11 p.m., when Sirhan
attempted to entef 5 nearby door. Klase had been asked to
prevent admittance through that door; he tapped Sirhan on the
shoulder and asked him to leave. Sirhan turned back into the

Embassy Room.

Klase and Royer walked through the pantry area just_prior to
the shooting and did not see Sirhan. ‘Sometime later Jesus

Perez, a kitchen helper, was staﬁdipg in the pantry as Kennedj
w;s finisﬁing his speech. Perez noticed that Sirhan was
standing in the ‘pantry. Sirhan asked the assembled employees
several times if Kennedy would be coming through the pantry.’
They responded that the}-did not know. Perez recalled that
Sirhan was Ewisting or folding some papers in his hands and

that he appeared nervous.

Arrest and Arraignment

Instantly after the shooting, thg crowd rushed at Sirhan. As

Karl Uecker grabbed for Sirhan he observed another person hit

"sirhan on the head. Joseph La Hive helped tackle Sirhan and

twisted his legs up onto a serving table. Gabor Kadar jumped
onto the table and struck éirhan in the knee and chest. After
Roosevelt Grier wrenched the gun from Sirhan, the group

waited for the arrival of the police.

* et
&

-

The initial\officers at the scene femoved Sirhan through the
hostile crowd and placed him in the police vehicle. Sirhan
was advised of his constitutional rights by Officer A. Placencia

enroute to Rampart Station. Sirhan answered "Yes" when asked
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if he. understo, his right to remain sile’. He acknowledged
the rest of his rights by nods punctuated by occasional
mumbles. The only remark he made ‘was to Unruh whén he asked

him why he had shot Kennedy.

Sirhan was placed in interrogation room "B" after arrival .at
Rampaqé Station. He was searched and several items were
found. Among them were two .22 caliber cartidges, four
one-hundred dollar bills,_ﬁnd three pieces of written material

having to do with Senator Kennedy.

qfficer T. R. Wpite, using a flashlight, checked Sirhan's
pupil-reaction time and compared it with his partner's eyes.
"He found that Sirhan's eyes reacted nérmally. Sirhan did not

display any objective symptoms of intoxication.or the use of

drugs. . .

Sirhan's behavior at this.point was ;ithout incident. Sirhan
was moved to another interview room and tﬁo officers were
placed in the room with him. No conversation took place be-
tween them until Sirhan asked if he could have a sip from a
drink one of the officers waé holding. When the officer said,
"No", Sirhan asked him iF it was hot. When the officer said, -
"Yes", sirhan kicked out suddenly and spi;ied the hot choco-
late on hSmself and the officer. Sirhan later apologized to

the officex. ; e

Parker Center

After his transfer to Homicide Division, Sirhan complained of

-40-
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.injuries to h:’ left leg and left hand. Qentral Jail physi-

cian, Dxr. Elwin C. Lanz, wag brought to Homicide Division
where he treated Sirhan for, swelling of the left ankle; con-
tusion of_tﬁe left index finger, a hematoma of the forehead
and a minor abrasion of the face. Lanz recommended that

Sirhan keep his weiéhﬁ off his left foot as much as possible.

Sirhan was readvised of his consﬁitutional fights in the
presence of a deputy district attorney. At 2:15 a.m., he was
booked "John Doe" in the felony Boqking Section of Central
Jail, under the charge of 217 P.C. (Assault with In?ent to

Commit Murder).'

Sirhan gave jail personﬁel no information and refused to bend

over and spread his buttocks during the skin search. He com-

-plied when the reason for the search was explained. Sirhan

also refused to complete thé handwriting exemplar and- objected
to the large sige of his jail élothing. He appeared concerned
with his appearance and an officer in the jail noted that
Sirhan took a slow, deliberate ;hower.

At 3:15 a.m., Sirhan was reinterviewed. The primary concern
of the officers was establishing Sirhan's identity. The
interview was taped and a verbatim transcript was made. '

General conversation took place but Sirhan remained silent

concerning the assassination attempt. He appeared interested

-

in the Jack Kirschke case.

An officer was placed with Sirhan vhen he was returned to his
cell. They discussed various topics and the officer noted

41 |
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that Sirhan haWPindicated that he had _"g’nothi_ng out of
life", and "they won'ﬁ_éive it to me". It was not known

what Sirhan meant by the remarks.

At 6 a.m., arrangements were made to arraign Sirhan in Divi-
sion 40, at 7 a.m. At 6:45.a.m., Sirhan was placed in the

rear of a privately-owned truck camper. Investigators accom-

panied Sirhan to Division 40 where he was arraigned by Judge

Joan Dempsey Klein at 7:25 a.m. Los ingeles County. Sheriff's
deputies took custody of Sirhén at that time. _ .

Gun Provided Link to Sirhan's Identity:

The serial number of the gun that was uéed to shoot Kennedy
was checked with CII in’ Sacramento and the files revealed the
name of the registered owner. The gun had been purchased on

Auéust 10, 1965 by Albert L. Hertz of Alhambra, California.

An early morning interview with Hertz determined that his wife
had given the gun to their daughter, Dana Westlake. Mrs.
Westlake was contacted b& Marin\p;unty,-California Sheriff's
deputies who reported that she had given the gun to an ex-

neighbor in Pasadena, George.Erhard, sometime in late 1967;

George Erhard was inte;vieﬁed at honme Fhe morning of June 5th.
He advised investigators that he had sold the gun around
February 15, 1968 to a co-employee naméd "Joe", whom he worked
with at Nash's Department Store in Pasadena. At appfoiimately
8 a.m., officers went to Nash's Department Store where they

met Munir Sirhan who explained that he believed that his
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-brother, Sirhan Sirhan, was the man being held by the Depart-

ment for the shooting of Senator Kennedy.

George Erhard subsequently identified Munir Sirhan as the man
té whom he had sold the gun. The officers took Munir Sirhan

to the Pasadena Police Department where he was interviewed.
‘ .

Adel Sirhan at The Pasadena Police Department

At 9:35 a.m., Sirhan's older brother, Adel, contacted the
Pasadena Police Department and told a sergeant that he believed
that his brother was probably the man held by this Department.
Adel Sirhan agreed not to say anythlng more until Los Angeles

Police Department investigators arrived.

Department Follow-Up at.Pasadena

At 10:15 a.m., Sergeant W. E. Brandt and Officer D. A. Lodolo
proceeded to -the Pasadena Police. Department where they met
Adel Sirhan. Shortly thereafter, two officers brought Munir |
Sirhan to that location from Nash's Department Store. Both
of the Sirhan brothers were'adrised of their constitutional

rights.

Both men were interviewed separately and they stated that they
understood their rights. Both agreed te allow officers to
search their home and Munir Sirhan asked that their mother not
be told of the shooting. At approximately 11:15 a.m.!_the

search of the house began. Sergeant Brandt and Officer J. D.

‘Evans conducted the search of the house while others main-

tained security at the location.
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Items found :’ Sirhan's bedroom included three wire-bound note-

books with wrltlngs about Kennedy and other subjects, doctors
appointment cards, gun cleaning equipment and a strip photo of
Sirhan. fThe garage was also searched and several other items

of evidential value wexe found.

Immediately after booking the items, they were released to the

F.B.I. for transportation to Washington, D.C. for analysis.
Their analysis reflected that Sirhan's fingerprints were found
on several of the items. Handwriting samples found at the house

were compared-with exemplars provided by Sirhan's brothers. The

‘report; of the District Attorney's handwriting expert indicated

that the majority of the writings in the wi;e notebooks were

made by Sirhan.

- On June 6, 1968, at 12:00 noon, a Pasadena Police officer assigned

‘to protect the Sirhan family home found additional evidence in a

trash box outside the house. The items included a-torn label
from the gun used in the shootﬁpg, an envelope containing hand-
writing declaring that Kennedy must be killed, and two small
notebooks containing Arabic iottering and the name of Sirhan _
S8irhan. The items were booked by this Department on June 7,'
1968 and the writings were submitted for analysis. The result
of the analysis was inconclusive; however, the expert's opinion
reflected that the writings in English were probably Wr}tten by
Sirhan.

S8irhan's Vehicle

The search of Sirhan's person at Rampart Station produced a
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key to a Chry.er product vehicle. At ..m., Officers T.
R..White and A. Placencia located a 1958 Chiysler near the
Ambassador Hotel. -The key worked to unlock the door to the
vehicle and started the engine. At 8:30 a.m., a search warrant
was secured from Judge Joan Dempsey Klein. The ownership of
the vehicle was determined and the search was completed. No
personal property of Sirhan's was located. The owner was
contacted and it was deéermin;d that the vehicle and owner

were not involved in the assassination.

At 4 p.m, on June 5th, an F.B.I. agent located a 1956 De Soto
bearing a license number JWS 093, in the 600 block of South
NeQ Hampshire Avenue. This location was two blocks from the
hotel. The agent had checked Sirhan's name.through the

Department of Motor Vehicles and he had learned that Sirhan

owned a 1956 De Soto with éhat license nﬁmber.

Lieutenant A, S. Hegge ordered the vehicle secured until

"another warrant could be obtained from Judge Klein. At

§=30 p.m., Lieutenant Hegge reéurned to the vehicle and
directed a search of the vehicle, conducted by Officer J. E.
Claborn, Scientific Investigation Division. The Return to

the Warrant reflected tpe removal of 25 items of evidence from
the vehicle including spent .22 calibér projgctiles, a wallet
containing Sirhan's drivers lic;nse, a book, two reéeipts for

ammunition, several other receipts and several newspapers.

Latent fingerprints from various locations in the vehicle

were identified as being Sirhan's. A parking citation had
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times to various parts of Jerusalem, and they were exposed

béen issued t‘:he vehicle on June 5, i9. at 8:35 a.m., for
violation of Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 88.13b. The
vehicle was impounded at Viertel's Automotive Services in

Rampart Division.

Subsequent investigation in rhe vicinity of the 600 block
South New Hampshire Avenue revealed that no persons recalled
seeing Sirhan park his vehicle at the location prior to the
shooting.  The area contains primarily parking lots and
businesses which were closed prior to Sirhan's arrival at

the hotel. Persons living in a boarding house near the location

repoxted that they did not notice Sirhan or his vehicle

' parked near this residence.

SIRHAN'S BACKGROUND

Early Years'in Jerusalem

'sirhan Bishara Sirhan was born on March 19, 1944, in Jerusalem,

Palestine. He was the sixth child of Bishara and Mary Sirhan

who were married in 1930. Sirhgn had four older brothers, an

older sister and a younger brother. His father, Bishara,

reported that his oldest son, Munir, died .in an automobile
accident in 1946; prior to.the birth of his seventh child

whom he also named'Munir.

The Sirhan family were Jordanian Christians living in war-
torn Palestine prior to the partition of the Middle East and

the establishment of the State of Israel. They moved several

to the localized terrorism and civil strife which pervaded
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the area. . 3 '

- In 1948, a United Nations Commission was established ahd-

Jerusalem was partitioned: Neither side was satisfied with
the arrangement. Heavy casualties were reportéd in the
fighting between Arabs and Jews. Bishara Sirhan, Sirhan's
father, reported that Sirhan observed an Israeli soldier kill
an Arab in front of.his home when he was a small child. It
was during the 1948 war that Bishara Sirhan lost his job as

a mechanic in the Jerusalem Sénitation Department. He was not
employed again until he moved with his family to the United
States in 1957.: During these years it was reporéed that the
Sirhan family was in the lower socio-economic class. -In 1956
the family qualified as.Palestinian refugeeé able to enter

the United States as non-quota immigrants.

Sirhan's Family in the United States

During the summer of 1955, Haldor Lillenas, an ordained mini-
ster, met Bishara Sirhan while visiting Palestine. Bishara
Sirhan asked him to assist him and his family to emigrate to
the United States. The minister initially refused; however,
after receiving several imploring letters from Bishara Sirhan,

he made the arrangements.

The Sirhans moved to Pasadena after arriving in New York on
June 12, 1957 and lived with the Lil;enas family for-gh;ge
months. Bishara Sirhan was unable to hold two jobs arranged
by Lillenas during the early months after the families arrival,
and hg left his family to réturn to Jordan in July, 1957.

-47- -
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In 1959 Bisha. Sirhan rei':urn.éd to New !.k City but did not
contact his wife and famil&.' In 1960 Saidallah and Sharif
girhan applied for and were approved éo; immigration to the
United States. They ﬁad not -come to the United States with_
the family in }557. Bishara traveled back and forth to the
United States until 1966, when he left for the last time.

From 1957 until 1968, Mary Sirhan and hex family lived first
at 1647 Lake Avenue in Pasadena and then at 696 Howafd Street,

pasadena. Sharif and Saidallah Sirhan were employéd in

various jobs between 1960 and 1968 and both moved to separate

apartments in 1964 and 1965.

Ayda Sirhan, age twenty when the family came to the United
States, lived with the family until - 1962 when she married

Herbert Mennell and moved to Palm Springs. In 1965 she was

found to have luekem%a and after moving back to hexr mother's

house, she died. Sirhan Sirhan remained at home from school

for a month to care for his gister.
L I

Munir and Sirhan Sirhan were of school age when the family

arrived in the United States. Both were enrolled in Pasadena

Munir's background in the United States was dominated
As early as 1959 a complaint

schools.

by his contacts with police.
was made by a neighbor for Malicious Mischief against him.

In 1963 he was reported missing by his mother and in_ﬂovember,
1963, he became involved in a high speed pursuit with.tﬁe
Ccalifornia Highway Patrol. In 1964 he was the subject of a

juvenile investigation involving a sex and homosexual party.
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In 1966 he wa‘rrested for sélling marigna and deportation
proceedings wexe beguﬂ at that time. His case remains un-

resolved at the time of this repert.

sharif and.Saidéllah Sirhan alsP had contacts with police
between 1960 and 1968. Though feweg, they were fairly seri-
ous incidents. Sharif was arresféa on December 18, 1963 for
Attempt Murder after an estrangement with his girlfriend. He
was placed on probation and ordered to seek psychiatric

assistance. Saidallah's arrest record was less serious,

generally covering disturbances and drunkeness; he was arrested

" twice in 1962 for drunk dfiving.

Adel Sirhan, the oldest of the children who came to the United
States in 1956, was the most stable of the children. BHis

. background is generally uneventful. In 1963 he began working

. as an.oud-player at the Fez Restaurant in Los Angeles. He was

employed periodically from that time forward. Adel has lived
at home with his mother since the family'§ emigration to the

United States.

During the years the Sirhdn family has been in the United
States, several incidentes have occurred involving Sirhan and -
his brothers which have caused friction in the family.
Saidallah Sirhan, much older than Sirhan, made a 4}5 P.C. re-
port to the Pasadena Police Department in 1962 when §;£pan
ran off with his car keys and refused to return them. Sharif

Sirhan reported that he had not spoken to Sirhan in five

_years and 2del Sirhan who lived with Sirhan at the family
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hoine had not &ken to him in the three r!;ths prior to the
shooting.

Sirhan's School History

Sirhan was initially enrolled'in the sixth grade in grammar
school and his records indicate that he was aﬁ ;verage stﬁdent;
however, the records also indicate that he had a language
handicap. From 1957 to 1858 he attended Marshall Janior High
School where he maintained é C+ grade average. His. teachers
did not remember him; however, while attending Marshall he had
several convgrsations with his ex~grammer schéol principal who
was having disciplinary problems with sirhan's.younger brother,

Munir.

Sirhan's family mqyed and.he completed the ninth grade at Eliot
Junior High School. A social studies teacher recalled that
Sirhan apéeared to be a loner though very obedient and well
behav;d. The school was almost one-hundred percenf Caucasian
at thg'time and éirhan's dark complexion and foreign appearance
were unique. One fellow studentrdescriﬁed Sirhan as an odd
person who did ?ot éssociate.with others. It was recalled .
that Sirhan argued with hi; social stqdies teacher and fre-

quently compared his home land with the United States.

S8irhan graduated fr;m John Muir High School, 558 in a class of
889 séudents. His clasees included German, Russian, Algebra,
History, Psychology and Social Studies. Though his counselor
advised him to take ag easier course load each semester because

of his language difficulty, he insisted on taking basic courses.
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sirhan's records indicated he did not join social organizations
and his only extra-curricular activity appeared to be the

California Cadet Corps, a military science course similar to

R.O.T.C. Sirhan did well in this program.

Sirhan's high school teachers recalled that he was a quiet,
below-ayerage student who was polite and sensitive. Sirhan
seemed proud of his national heritage though one teacher re-

called'qhat.he qhbwed only a mild interest in the Middle East.

In September, 1963, Sirhan enrolled at Pasadena City College.
girhan and his gister, Ayda, were the only children in the
Sirhan family to attend college. He was subsequently dis-
ﬁissed for unsatisfactory aétendance and_poér'scholarship on

May 18, 1965,

sirhan left liﬁtle impression on his instructors. He received
poor grades in most of his classes; however, he_aﬁpeared t&
have an'ear for the study of languages. Fellow students
remembered him as being quiet ané well-mannered and others

thought he was intelligent, well spoken and courteous.

A féllow Arab student recalled Fhat Sirhan seemed to avoid

fellow Arabs at P.C.C. who did not speak English as well as he.

Another fellow student recalled that Sirhan toék part in
informal discussions and although he did not discuss politics
he was very pro-Arab and critical of United States support of

Isréel.
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From 1957 to 1968, Sirban was employed eleven times in various

Sirhan's EmpM¥ment H;story

Jobs, including gas station attendant, racetrack exercise boy
and salesman. In 1957, after arriving in the United States

he worked as a newspaper delivery boy.

Sirhan worked as a part-time and full-time gardner from
November, 1962 to August, 1964.- He lived for several months
in a truck camper owned bg his employer. Sirhan was fired

from this job for not tenéing.to his duties on an estate.

.During 1963 and 1964 he also worked part time as a waiter at

‘a hamburger stand in East Pasadena.

From Maxch, 1964 until June, - 1965, he worked at a service

station in Pasadena during which time the station changed

.'hands. For a month in the summer of 1965, he worked at

another gas station in Pasadena.

On October 15, 1965, at 21, Sirhan began two years employment
woriing with horges. At first he was a stable hand at the
Santa Anita Race Track. Sirhan tried to learn to ride but
his’ employer recalled that Sirhan was a poor rider and that
he was constantly being thrown or falling from horses that ye

was working.

On January 1, 1966, Sirhan received a ;Hot Walkers" license
from the Californra Horse Racing Boar&, and he went to work '
in Corona, California as an exercise boy. In September of
that year he fell from a horse and.was taken to a hospital

for treatment. Sirhan suffered'po severe or permanent in-
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juries as a re.l.t of the fall. Sirhan ‘ receive $1,705

from an insurance claim for this injury. Sirhan returned to
work ‘within six days and shortly thereafter he fell from a

horse again.

He quit the job in Corona in November, 1966 and went to Del

Mar to work for a horse Fraiﬁér. His employment was terminated
because he was not a good enough rider., He returned to Corona

and worked for a ten-day period but voluntarily resigned with-

out giving a reason.

.

girhan's las; jpb was from Sepéember, 1967 to March, 1968 as

a clerk-salesman at a health food store in Pasadena; His em-
ployer felt that Sirhan was a cabable courteous employee but
that ocgasioﬁally he seeﬁeﬁ to resent being told what to do.
Sirhan was fired after having a disagreement with his employexr.
A labor cbmplaiﬁt against his empléyer was filed by Sirhan on
March 7, 1968. The case was dismissed without prejudice after
the Labor COmmissionér concluded that there was insufficient

evidence to support Sirhan's claim.

Sirhan's Financial Status

Sirhan opened his first bank account in 1960, a $10.00 deposit,
with his mother as trustor. He had two other accounts in the
ensuing years while he was employed at various jobs. A school
acquaintance who knew him after 1963 recalled that he bet
heavily at Santa Anita Racetrack. In 1964 he began making

large withdrawals from an account and after three more with-

drawals it was closed.
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From fovenber @67 to March 1968, he mad,$1,333.88 while
employed at a health food store in Pasadena. In April 1968,
he received the settlement of $1,705.00 from the Argonaut

Insurance Company for his fall from the horse.

8irhan said little about his financial affairs to others. BHe

had no credit or extensive property; his sole possession being
his 1956 De 8qto: He was described as preferriné to carry his
money ;ather than leaving it lying ‘around. Other than betting
on horses he was not known to spend excessive amounts of money.

on particular items or pleasures.

" sirhan's Medical History

- 8irhan's medical history revealed no serious injuries, accidents

or illnesses during his life. 1In 1956, he:was_given a medical
examination.prior to entry into the United States. The results
of the test were unremarkable, except éhat he had a minor
parasitic condition of the small intes;ine for which he was’

treated.

"His school records indicated thét he was never absent for

extended periods'of time, except for a month or so in 1964 when
he left school to care for his dying sister. He was never
required to take a physical examination as a stipulation for

employment.

A great deal of importance was placed on Sirhan's fall from a
horse in September 1966. He was treated at the Corona Community
Hospital for multiple contusions, aﬁiasions, lacerations of his

head and body and foreign bodies in his eyes. He was confined
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to the hospié!! ovérnight for observation and treated three
more times in -the ensuing months. After complaining about a

vision problem he was referred to a specialist.

sirhan made a disability claim to the Argonaﬁt Insurance Company
regarding the injury. He was examined on April 3, 1967 and .
found to be not disabled. He was subsequently re-examined
several times with similar results. He waé not permanently
disabled and his vision problems were not incurred in the fall.
On ppril 5, 1?6§, the insurance company, after a lengthy investi-
gation} issued a check for $1,705.00 to Sirhan. It was noted
tﬁat S8irhan continued to ride after the injurious fall from the
hdbrse and that-he.subsequently fell several other times from

horses.

- Sirhan's next known medical treatment came when Dr. E. C. Lanz

examined him for an injury to his 1eft'ank1e, left index finger,
and forehead after his arrest the night of the shéoting. From

all available evidence Sirhan was otherwise medically sound.
A

Sirhan's Criminal History

Sirhan's record of contacts Qith police and judicial-agencies-
reflects that he had no criminal arrest record as of June 5,
1968. Fe had received two traffic citations; one for speeding
in January 1966, in Pasadena; the other for failing to stop for

a red light in November 1966 in El Monte, California. .

The only other known contacts with police involved a family
dispute between Sirban and his mother in August 1963; a routine
warrant check by & Pasadena officer, from vhich Sirhan was
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released witho incident, ln August l965’and the incident
1nvolving his termination at the health food store in Pasadena,

wvhen the police were called by Sirhan's employer to prevent a

disturbance. No action was taken at the scene of any of these

incidents.

sirhan's Social Activisies

Sirhan's personal acquaintances and co-workers indicated that
he indulged in limited social activities. His campus associates
were predominantly casual acquaintances who saw him only at .

school. A few whom he knew slightly better visited his home on

occasion.

In general his school associates described Sirhas as serious,
sensitive) thoughtful and unself;sh. One student friend com-
mented that the only time that he observed Sirhan really serious
was when he discussed the Arab-Israeli situation. He recalled

Sirhan being critical of the Constitution because it didn't do

much fof the individual. Another student friend remembered
. )

that Sirhan had helped him in an Arabic language class they had

taken together at P.C.C. He .thought that he noticed a change

in sirhan after his fall from a horse in 1966._

Fellow students noted that Sirhan did not date girls from the -
P.C.C. campus though he did ask a few girls out. None accepted.
A contestant for “"carnival queen® at P.C.C. recélled that Sirhan

donated ten dollars to her vote count and later asked her out

for dates, but she declined.

A young Communist radical named Walter S. Crowe Jr., was a close
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school_friend o‘irhan's’. His friendship‘.th Sirhan was the

_subject of an intensive in%estigation by the Department.

sirhan was not known to freguent local bars nor hang-outs in

pasadena. He was reportedly seen on occasion in one or two bars

but he was quiet and kept to himself.

Ssirhan's co—employee'p_knew him as "Sol" and they reborged that
he was a neat, clean intelligent persoﬂ. One person reported
that Sirhan toid him the reason that he was dismissed from P.C.C.
was that the school ﬁad become ;ware of a romantic rela£ionship
between Sirhan and a math teacher. The witnesg stated that he
did not pel?eve Sirhan and related that co-employee's frequently

ribbed him about his lack of girl friends.

-

Peggy Ostercamp, a co-employee at the Corona ranch with Sirhan,
reported thaﬁ she never dated Sirhan and that she had very few
conversations with hiﬁ.. There were several references to

Pegqgy oStefcamp in the notebooks found in Sirhan's room.

Sirhan's Religious Background

sirhan's family contacted several churches in the Pasadena area
after arriving in the United States. HoweQér, witnesses reported
great detail about his religious attitudes. _@fteg briefly
attending a Nazarene cﬁurch the family attended the First
Baptist Church in Pasadena. Sirhan's bfother Sharif held an
accounting job with a Baptist Church qiganization until'he was
fired after hig arrest for felonious assaultlin 1964. ‘The

Sirhan family blamed the church for Sharif's being fired and

quit their attendance.
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