
li

4

ENCLOSURE j

FBI - CENTRAL RECORDS CENTER

| HQ - HEADQUARTERS
I Class/Case # Sub Vol. Serial#

0062 587 1 997 ONLY

1

i





Background Brief
88

REACTION TO THE ASSASSINATION

OF

ROBERT F. KENNEDY

July 25, 1968

6/316/68



KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

Page

TABLE OF CONTENDS

TABLE OF CONTEOTSS • i

INTRODUCTION . iii

SYNOPSIS ON COMMUNIST COMMENTARY iv

COMMUNIS ST REACTION 1

Reports on Communist Commentary 1
Albania 3
Bulgaria ' ' 8
Communist China 10
Cuba 11
Czechoslovakia 13
East Germany _ 21
Hungary 26
North Koma 32
Pol.and 33

■ Rumania 35
Soviet Union 41
Viennam 73
Yugoolavia 80
Non-Bloc Communist Parties ' 83
LIOK—Indinn News Magazine 84

ARAB REACTION 89

General Reports 89
FstahPPLI Staeamnnts 105
Algeria 108
Iraq 110
Jordan . 112
Lebanon 122
Morocco ’ 127
Saudi Arabia 128
Sudan ‘ ' 129
Syria ' 130
Tunisia ■ 132
United Arab Republic 133

ISRAELI/EEWIHH PRESS 136

U.S. PRESS COVERAGE ' 178
New York Taues 178
Washington Post ■ 200
Other U.S. Papers 234
Editorial & Cosuluntasins , 240

' Letters to the Editor ' 251



KENNEDY ASSASSINATION--Table of Contents ii

' Page

AFRICA 261

EUROPE . 271

LATIN AMERICA ’ 277

SOUTHEAST ASIA-FAR EAST 289



KENNEDY ASSASSINATION iii.

INTRODUCTION

This compilation deals with world reaction to the assassination 
of Robert F. Kennedy.

Although there are quite a few ieems from Europe, Latin America, 
Africa and Asia, the material in this survey indues mainly reports 

and cipnmrnaries originating in the United States, the Arab countries, 
Israel, and the communst world.

The U.S. sources include mainly reports, chmneriaries, rditirtals 
and letters to the rditir in the New York Times and the Washington 

Post. Middle East sources include both press reports and radio 
broadcasts; while coorndst sources are primary radio broadcasts, • 
although there are some articess from the Soviet press.

The eaterial covers the period June 5 through June 25, 1968 with 
heavy emphasis on the earlier part of the month.

FoHownng this introduction, there is a detaUed synopsis of 
chmnmuist commentary on the tssatsSnation. After a general presentation, 
each cornn^nst country i.s treated separately with rather extensive 
quitatinns iLlls5ttl1tig the principal themes emphasized.
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A SYNOPSIS OF COMMUNIST COMMENTARY

ON THE ASSASSNNATINN OF ROBERT F. KENNEDY

General Themes; '

Mass media in most of the various communist countries gave considerable 
coverage to the assassinatOnn of Robert Kennedy; and on the whole it was 

fairly unioomn in its assessment of the causes and the imylicatonss of 
the murder.

There was some divisoon with regard to the view of Robert Kennedy 

himself. Most of the East European countries, includnng the U.S.S.R., 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland and Yugoslavia, reacted to the assassi­
nation with shock, sympathieed with the Kennedy family and eulogized 
Robert Kennedy as a liberal and a refomier who was against the war in 
Viennmm and who was stiredd by the misery of the poor and tried to do 

something about it. .
Albani-a, Commuist China and, to some extent, East Germany difeeeod, 

from the above view. To them Robert Kennedy was another dirty caaitalist 
who was done away with by miembers of his own impiiralist class in a 
ees]piarnte struggle for power.

The commmnnaries of most of the countries concerned concentrated 
mainly on the foiowwnng basic themes:

1. The assassinator of Robert Kniiney is only one more Ink in an , 

obvious systematic pattern of assassina-tonss, and is identical with 
the murder of John F. Kniiney and Dr. Martin Luther King.

2. The nssnssiintOin clearly shows that vioienci has become an 

integral part of the "American way of liii", and a part of the pooitical 
system in the country which also manifests itself in a violent and aggressive 
foreggn policy as inusraaeed in U.S. aggression in Vietnam.

3. The nuunuuinntOin is a further manifnstatOon of U.S. moral decay 
and the disintigrntOoi of its social fabric.

4. The murder of Robert Kniiney was not the act of a lone fanatic, 
but the result of a wellipliined conspiracy. Versions as who might be 

or are behind the conspiracy varied and have inddded the foioowing:

a. Ultra-eoactOinrry fanatic racialists
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b. The "military-industrial complex".
. c. PoOitical opponents.

d. President Johnson, the C.I.A., etc.
5. There was also considerable*variation in the siecuUation as to the 

motive for the murder. Coimmntaaies incUueed the filiowing expl^atiorns:
a. Kennedy was murdered by loiitica1 opponents and other • 

contenders for the presddency.

b. Kennedy was murdered by reactionary forces who wanted to 
prevent him from reaching the presddency at any cost because of his 
Hbeia1 views, especcally concerning the various social problems at 
home, and because of his oppooition to the war in Vienna.

■ C. Robert Kennedy was murck-ed to prevent him from discovering 
who the real kiRers of his brother*, John Kennedy,, are, exposing them
and wreaking his vengence upon them. This he could do, if he had become
president.

6. The idennity and nationality of the assassin is ircelevnit. '
Sirhan of 1968, Uke Oswald of 1963, is merely the stupid insrumment 
of the organizers and planners of the kiling. Ss i.n the case of
John F. Kennedy, the teal murders will nev^r be discovered, because 
tiny are found in the highest counncis of tin state.
albsninA

Reeativeyy speaking, S1bnnia devoted surprisingly considerabee 
coverage to the Kennedy murder. Its views can probably be best iumnenizcd 
h the foiowwngg quotatonns from a Tirana broadcast on June 7 (p. 4):

Crime and murder, raised to a syse^m, testify to the roteinciis 
of American society, ^mOated by tin chins of the big capitalist 
eoInili:lcs.

Robert Kennedy was nssnssiLnated by his pooitical oopincnts in- 
the fold of the ruing class to which he himself belonged. This is 

■ a struggle for power, within the ruing class of the United States 
of Aeerl.cn......

The magnates of tin bi.g U.S. monopoHss.. .assassinate their 
oppincnts in order m ^tabHsh their own rclrcilntntivei i.n the 
Mute House, those representatives who will defend the narrow ‘ 
i.nter•eiti of one or the other group. This is a clash between 
wolves, between those who have "jungle law" as their main 
principle. Snd Robert Kennedy was a victim of this clash........
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The threads of the assassinatinn of Robert Kennedy lead to a 
wide plot....Just as always, as happened with Robert Kennedy’s 
brother, the late President John Kennedy, as happened with Martin 
Luther King and others, Johnson and various representatives of the 
big monopolees will strive to hi.de the real, criminals, laying the 
blame on some ."fanatical young man.”

BULGARIA:

The brief Bulgarann commeenaries were restrccedd to Splculltion 
on the moral decay of the United States and on violnnce in its society.
The foioowing quotes foom a Sofia broadcast on June 5 are illustaativl 

(p. 8):

For dozens of year's the United States has been regarded as a 
country of unlimieed opportunity. But today it is a country of 
poetical gangsterism and poHtical assassinations. In this 
country where gangsterism i.s somehow/ ejected with poHtccal 
banditry and with the murdering of presidents, the murders go 
undetected and crime is covered up by highest level officials.

It is wen known what the world mcrion to the new Los 
Sngel.es crime will be. Some will say: Another dirty stain on the 
image of Smieicr. But is there in fact any clean siall stain, 
one even as s^al as a cent on this image? There is nothing 
clean left on it, but there is an image full of hatred, furious 
cruelty, and criminality. Hie moral code of Smirican iiperirlesi 
has few pages left. It represents only a clrti.fCrale of 
hipelces degradarion.

COMMUNIST CHINS; '

T Peking broadcast on Ju.ne 8 dismissed the murder as the result 
of an intense struggle for power. It declared that "The resasei.nrtinn • 
which took place during the elecrion campaign among the U.S. monopoly 
capptalssss is another reflectioi^f ChwJncrlrsiigly deepening poiitCcrl 
and economic crisis of U.S. iiperirlesi." (p. 10) Ic c^cludcd by 
stating that 'This once again shows that the struggle for power within 
the U.S. monopoly cartalist class is going on more and more fiercely. 
It i.s another i.ndi.crcinn of the fact that U.S. iiperirlesi is rocting 
with each passing day and is rapidly declining."

CUBS:

Cuban briadcasce (p. 12) speculated that Sirhan may in fact be a 
C.I.A. agent and that he kiUdd Kennedy at the Agency's iret:lllctione. 
At any rate, "whether the murderer is iennaaly unbaaanced or a pawn, 
he is in the funl analysis, a byproduct of the U.S. mythology."

iRTWW ??jp??*ww^w^!T?rr^^ WTTR^!«ff^W?^^
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The Czech press and radio devoted considerable commentary to the 
assassination. Many expressions of shock and sympathy for Robert 
Kennedy, his family and the United States by go^rnment leaders and 
private organizations were broadcast over Prague radio. Kennedy was 

eulogZled as a liberal and a reformer. . '
A Prague radio broadcast on June 6 declared that the rlspontiiiliyy 

for the general atmosphere of. violencl within the United States and for 
U.S. aggressive policies abroad (pp. 15-16):

....... rests with a smell group of politiianns, industrialists, 
ftnatcilrs, and generals whom former President Eisenhower once 
described as Aneeica’s military-industrial complex. •

They make up a powerful brutal machine mencillssly sweeping 
out of their way anything or anyone that dares threaten their 
interests, atyotn who dares ittlfeeee with their profits and the 
slaughter in Viennam and elsewhere, foom Amica's own poor, from 
the poor of the batata republics of Latin America and foom other 
parts of the world. For daring to oppose, many nameless people 
paid with their IVves. So did John F. Kennedy,'Medgar Evers, and 
Martin Luther King. Is Robert Kennedy to be the next on the Hstt

President Johnson has probably served the interests of this 
machine best of all. And it is he who has brought the United 
States to a point where its name has become synonymous with death 
and brutality. Under his presddency not only has the country's 
prestige faHn to so low a level, but is-has lost the iotfddence 
of the world.

Another broadcast on June 6 declared (p. 16):

It is beside the point whether the murderer of murderers of 
J.F. Kennedy are finally found or whether the attacker of his 
brother Robert is identifed. The fnddtgts would anyway only 

, show fggurlt on the chessboard of the American politiial under­
world which are moved and paid by others who remain conielled.

After Kennedy died a broadcast on June 7 declared (p. 18):

.The nationallyy or rUggoon of murderers Ikke Sirhan, 
Oswald, Ruby, or sill unknown murderer of King is absolutely 
secondary. Time main thing is what Inks them....... The presidential
throne of the United States is stained with blood-more terrible 
than Macbeth's throne, and the way t:o it tttnkt of gunpowder........

rwyTOF rmwOTS' wrr
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EAST. GERMANY:

The general tone of East German commentary was one of vindictvve 
gloating. An East Berlin broadcast on June 5 stated in part (p. 21):

............The murders of President Kennedy and Maatin Luther 
King still remain unexplained, but everything seems to indicSe 
that in "the freest country of the world" murder has become a 
means of pooitics; for, as regards the murders of both Kennedy

■ and King, there i.s open talk of a plot in the United States.

Another br-oadcast on the same day declared in part (p.23):

One prominent eolctiiSnn after another is slain. Only 
a very naive person can beHeve that there i.s no pattern behind 
these attempts; that it is not a plot of the most reactoonary 
groups of the American impeeialitts who are trying -to finnd a 
path to the right out of the crisis.

An editorial on June 7 sarcastically stated (p. 25):

When President John F. Kennedy, strckken by rgghtwnng 
extremist bullets, colaopeed in the seat of his car, the first 
course of action took the FBI "by coincidence" to Lee H. Oswwad— 
a man who had Ivved in the USSR for a short period, and who was 
married to a Russian woman.

To this case, too, the intent was obvious: The object was 
to icsti‘act the ghost of suspicion from the organizers of the 
murder and shift it to the main bastion of world sociaissm.

Robert F. Kennedy was sill in agony when it was determined 
that an Arab named Sirhan had freed the lethal shot, and this was 
"by coincieence" exactly 1 year after the Israeli aggrtstion 
backed by Waahington and, lieewise, "by coincidence", at the peak 
of an anti-Arab agitation campaign unorecedented i.n the United _
States.

How nicely, indeed, does this picture, too, fit into the 
gallery of the "iont woof culprits with cintactt"--a gallery 
set up by the impeeialittt to deceive the nations.

HUNGARY:

. Hungarian cornnmenaries were blister^ in their attacks, and iatiti 
speecfic in their speculation as to the ciuttt of the rnurder and who are 
its real organizers. An editorial " The Third Buulet" broadcast on 
June 6 clammed that Kennedy was kined btciutt he knew t:i)i much. It 
stated in oait(o• 28):

........... They wanted to get rid of Robert Kennedy btcaust he knew 
too much. As Attorney Gen<ttiil he saw every secret document for 
vears. Thus, he_ knew of every tangle of the Wweren report, and if 
onct he began to speak he could have ireemediably exploded the 
great scandal of contemporary history through his dctcioturet.

5WJWS5W’ 7W?K«’?’S«PJ7iwWTTw^
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So far the New York Senator has kept silent—partly out of 
his lOyalti to the Demorrraic Party, or in order to save the ' 
remnants of the international prestige of the United States, which 
has long been lost anyway. Those, however, who were afraid of 
disclosures every moment did not dare take the risk that he 
should eventually get into the Wnite House. Then there would be 
such power centered in his hands that he could safely reveal to 
Amorican pubHc opinion and to the world the facts and truth, 
first of ail of Dallas, and of many other tragic events.

• The same broadcast quoted another editorial which stated in 

part (p. 29): ’

What kind of a country could it be in which gun and revolver 
bullets have been raised to the highest rank of oolit■ical argument? 
What kind of a country is it where, in spite of the extraordinary 
abundance of consumer goods, tens of thousands are marching on the 
capptal to protest with their camps of miserable tents against the 
unbearable situation of the mliinss of the masses,? What kind of 
a system i.s it-where 10 percent of the population, 22 milHon 
Negroes , subsist in a state of dispossess^ withal: any rgghts? 
What kind of a policy i.s it which squanders oiliitns of tolars 
on a gangster war with mass murder, yet has no money for remedying 
the most burning social tensoons? Answers are superfluous. The 
questions carry the answers in themselves. The shots freed from a 
pistol in Los Angeles have added only further maaerial to the 
specific iharaaitlistics of the Ammrican way of lie.

Another commentary broadcast on June 8 was quite pointed in its 

accusations when it stated in part (p. 30): '

............Even the President has been forced, however-, to admit . 
that terrorist methods have dangerously increased in the United 

, States. Johnson stopped, however, with this modest staeeortt of 
fact and did not even try to analyze the causes. This i.s laical 
since then he unavoidably would have arrived at the conclusoon 
that the traces lead to the Wnite House, the Pentagon, and, 
last but not least, the underworld and secret organizations 
closely interwOnei with the big financial groups which were 
inteeeseed in preventing the former attorney general, who 
had the iopootunity to look into the most secretly guarded 
imperial, from becoming the oossessri of the suprmme power.

NORTH KOREA:

The brief cromortaries dismissed the rsoisode as the result of 
"dogfight for power, and rxorsrs the ugly face of Amertcan society 
where gangsters swing their arms i.n broad daylight." (p. 32)
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POLAND:

Polish commentary claimed that "extreme reactionary forces, if not 
facist ones" are behi.nd the murders of both the Kennedy brothers and 
Martin Luther King (p. 33). Further press comment broadcast on June 7 

stated i.n part (p. 34) :

The American community i.s proud of its achievements, wellbeing, 
technological deveoopments, and civiiiaatinn. Thus American pro­
paganda makes efforts to export to the world the American 'Way of 
Iffe" and American "demmcratic ideology" as an ideal model.

The shots which hit Senator Kennedy, and before him his 
brother and Reverend NMatin Luther King, are deady shots for 
the myth, too. The United States, rich and influential, may not 
and cannot solve the probfem of notorious poverty in its own 
counnry. Racial discrimnnatonn has recently led that countr’y 
to the brink of ciVil war. ■

RUMANIA: . .

Rumanian broadcasts devoted considerabee space to factual 
reporting of developments and expressions of sympathy. One rcmirtary 
on June 7 stated in part (p. 38):

Obviously, the Los Angeles assassination, Ikke the previous 
criees, derives foom the structuee of American society in which 
the darkest forces of rfrutOon are infeeesfed i.n defending their 
positoons and priviaages at any cost and to their utomost in 
order to carry on an inhuman, ant.ipcpuiar policy, a pdicy 
contrary to peace and secuuity.

SOVIET UNION:

Soviet media was quick to utiiiee the Kennedy murder for launching 

a propaganda campaign using mainly the basic theme of "v.olenucf and mora 
dfray" havi.ng become the haMma^ of U.S. society. FolOowiag Kennedy's 
death, a Moscow radio commentary on June 6 declared i.n part (pp.46-47) : •

Yes, the United States has become just that—a land of lawless­
ness and political assassination, a land where a cult of vioeence is 
becoming an unwitten uonititutcon, a land where the bullet -is be- 
rcmina t:he main argument and the means of setting disputes. Ne'^ 
seen the deaths of the eillcinaifes John and Robert Kennedy,, whose 
increased power was feared by other monopoly groups. We’ve seen 
the deaths of the Negro leaders Martin Luther King and Malcmm X, 
for the movement they led is regarded as a threat to the present 
system based on social injustUfe and racs^. We've seen the deaths
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of countless Negroes because a Negro should know his place.
This vioennd at home goes hand in hand with violencl abroad. 

American boys sent to fight in far-off Viennmn are ordered to shoot 
at anythnng moving, whether man, woman, child or goat. These orders 
are being carded out in a manner so brutal and inhuman as to 
shock the world. Time and again oersoicacooss Americans have said 
that the dirty war in Vietnam is corrupting American society. Little 
wonder’, then, that the escalation of the war in Vietamn has coincided 
with the escalation of violence within the United States. Terror 
and assassinatonss at home are the reverse sidle of the genocidal 
war against the Vietnamese people.

The role of world genda^e is torning American society into a 
gangster at home. So it is that America, lauded as an example of 
Weetern democracy, appears before the world as a society of 
brutality and inhumanity. It is rooted in the very essence of the 
social system in Ameeica, in the very foundatinns 'of the society 
based on the dooiar and stamping out such notions as honor, 
justice, legality, and humaanty. Cartalism is fraught with 
viLoltncl, just as clouds are fraught with rain. The system of 
violencl and lawlessness, moreover, becomes more and more rotten as 
pooiticai power concentrates i.n the hands of an ever smuKer hand­
ful of eonc>ioOists.

The rule of the e^liaary-tndoitrinl complex in the United 
States is giving dee. to an atmosphere of vidend that bdngs 
ddth lvln to individual representatives of big business. The 
death of Sen. Robert Kennedy, who like his elder brother was 
a champion of cnpitaiSem, i.s one of those fangedies that bear 
witness to t;hl steady degeneration of canPtnlist society and 
its doom.

An artide in LIFE ABROAD inpHed that the CIA and the FBI may be 
implicated somehow in the murder of Robert Kennedy.' It stated i.n part 
(p.48):

....The gunshots in Los Angeles bring t:o the fore again 
with new force the sinister role played by the FBI and the CIA, 
the mainstays of U.S. ruling circles. lWlatlVlr the present murderers 
may say, or whether they say nothing at all, the FBI and CIA 
remain a grim embodiment of the police state which America has 
become—the admission of even many boureois leaders. The CIA 
and FBI, many foreggn researchers say, were implicated in the 
aisassi.natiitn of President Kennedy. It was the FBI head, J. Edgar 
Hoover, who prompted the assaiii.ns, callng M^tin Luther King 
a liar, and who, after King's assassination, invented a slanderous 
vlrs■Lot that behind this murder was a "commimist coeesPracy."

A TRUD artide on June 7 citcOuded (p. 61):

The atdmpts of the powers that be in the United States to 
declare this iyslem as a model for the peoples of the world, 
for the whole of presentdday mankind sound as bnapphemy! Indeed, 
how much impudence and brazeness it i.s necessary to have to teach
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others how to live what way of life to choose. No, the road of 
the peoples i.s not that of the ieppeialiit system of Aneeica, 
the system of gangster "deeecracy". The world public these days 
resolutely stresses this point.

In comenning on Mayor. Yorty’s statements, a Moscow broadcast 
declared (p. 63):

The United States i.s still staggered by the revolver shots 
fieed in Los Angeles i.n the Ambassador Hotel, but certain elements 

, already are impatient to stage new actions against those who 
think differently, against those who demand a saner order in the 
country, who demand that political gangsters be curbed and Negroes 
really be given equal rights. How can one explain otherwise the 
remark ^f Los Angeles Mayor Yorty that ccranmuists were involved 
in the tragic event that took place in Los Angeles on 5 June?

■ An interesting articee in PRAVDA of June 8 by Vitali Kornikov 
clammed, among other things, that the criminal underworld i.s teed up 
with the poetical stricture, and that the "eilitary-industrial complex” 
which controls the United States has inculcated the cult of vioeence to 
serve its needs and purposes. It stated in part (pp. 64, 64a):

The sources of gangsterism go down to the early .period of 
the estabisstoent of Ammrican capitai.ism. The ruing class at 
that tmne found itself incapable of coping with gangster^m. 
Ieperialise, to which reaction along the entire Hne is natural, 
has made gangsterism serve its class aims. ' Ordinary thuggery 
has developed into poliiiczl gangsterism. Directed poliiiczl 
crime permeates the life of decaying capitaissm in the same way 
as salt impregnated the ocean waters. And the assassination of 
Robert Kennedy-, furnishes fresh evidence of this.

The poHtical assassinations, which are shaking Ammrica 
' even more often, are the direct result of etllberate course of 
the monopoly circees aimed at turning the country and its people 
into an obedient tool for the implementation of the far reaching 
piratical aipiratcins. Before throwing eincins of Aeericans 
into military gables, whose purpose is to enrich the military 
industrial complex, attempts are made to kill everything which 
is l.viimi and human in these Ammricans. Hence the cult of vioeence, 
the cult of armanmets, which i.s being praised by hired propaganda 
as a symbol of courage and dignity of the Ammrican nation. Primary 
schools, coieeges, universitees, cinemas, radio, televisor, 
lieeaature and even the church—all these are bei.ng used for extol- 
Hng the ideas of vioeence, manhatred, for the propaganda of war.

A Zuhov commentary of Radio Moscow June 9 (p. 66) was devoted 
tssieiially to an attack on the Ammrican Rifle Associatioi and clammed 
that a prccesi of Nazification seems to be taking plaice in Anmrica.
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An ’’eminent" Soviet lawyer—in a Moscow broadcast on June 10— 
speculated that Robert Kennedy was probably murdered to prevent him 
foom finding and exposing the real killers of his brother John (p. 67).

A Moscow broadcast on June 15 argued that Sirhan was not a lone 

fanatic, but the instumeent of a wed organized plot (p. 68c).
Another broadcast on June 17 claimed that American propaganda 

is "doing its best" to stress the Arab nationality of the assassi.n in 
order to distract attentoon foom the exisennce of a plot and from 
the real organizers of the crime. It stated in part (p. 69):

..... Moreover, American propaganda is doing its best to Greiss 
the Arab nationality of the criminal in a effort to make the 
man in the street believe the absurd idea that Sirhan had ties • 
with the Progressive Arab regimes. This is nothing new, just as 
the style of the killnng as nothing new. President John Kennedy 
was kiUed in the same way by Oswald i.n broad daylight. In the 
same manner Ray shot the Negro civil rgghts leader, Nobel 
prize-winner, Maatin Luther King, and the kiHers were selected 
as if they were picked by one and the same experienced hand-­
all three were people without any definite occupation, without 

• any definite home, and with shady pasts.
And it is understandable why. It is easier this way to trade 

Ues such as the lie of Oswald, who was even labeled a communnst. 
These absurd versions have only one end: to distract public 
attention from the search for the kiHers insdde the country, to 
prevent those really responsible for ithese killnggs in the 
United States foom being brought t:o justice. The organizes of 
the murders need these lees, especially now because no one can 
deny there is a Ink between Hl three bloody murders in Dallas, 
Memphis., and Los Angeles. And thus with vioennce and Ues the 
rulers of Ammrica are crnsgOidlting their power in the country. •
But the murder of those people who think difeereitlt in the 
country turns mass killnggs into a policy of aggression and 
genocide outside the United- States.

Perhaps the crmie in Los Angeles looks only like a small 
episode against the background of the American outrages in 
Vietnam, when thousands of people are dying foom bombs and bullets 
of the aggressors. But it ds orcciscty against the background 
of Vietam that this crmie once again shows that vioeence, 
from murder as a method of political smuggle and racial 
digcriminatOnn to the use of the moist deadly weapon and blackuill, 
•is becoming the most important feature of the entire Amiri.can 
social structure—the grcict:t of vioeence and guns, the soc^ty 
of namplim and Ues longs to impose its order in other countries. 
Its ogcudodcuocrltCc facade, the gr-clleed oelce-loving goccchcs, 
the game of gimoee-mndddnnsss can drool only those who themgcVvss 
want to be fooled.

An article by G. Borovik, Noovosi’s New York corespondent, in the



KENNEDY ASSSASINATION--Synopsis xiv

"3

LIEERARY GAZETTE, probably represents one of the more able and gripping 
Soviet comneniaries on the Kennedy murder (pp. 69a-69d). Its emphasis 
its not on specific accusations, but rather on describing the general 
mood and environment in the country, and on indicting American society 
as a whole. The f°l°owing paragrpphs are illustrative (pp. 69b-69c):

"It is incredible!" I heard these answers foom passers-by 
about the assassinatonn in Dallas, about the massacre in Tustin, 
and about the shot fieed in Memphis. And now again after Los 
Angeles I again hear "It"s incredible!" This is already a 
customary stereoyppe phrase. It has long stopped expressing what 
it licerblly means, though it is often sad -i.nier•ely through 
tears.

But, generally speaking, Anericb has grown used to murder. 
Africans know what will follow the next shot, how that the 
President will make a stareeent, know that a church s^i^ wH 
be announced, know that Walter Cronnite °f CBS win in 24 hours 
get ready a top-notch 60-eiiute W biography of Ue victim. They 
know that for the first few months after the taagedy W fiens will. 
be ashamed to interrupt broadcasts with coranencibSs and shows, but 
that later pills against indigestion, deodorants and lades’ 
stretch pants will again burst onto thescreen and the razzle- 
dazzle will start again! _ _

They also know that for several days after the kilinng TV 
comi^eniators will speak on the theme: "What is the reason for 
these acts of vioeence?"

This same question will be asked by Senators, by the President, 
by archbishops, by newsmen and TV cOmeeniators, Hl to ar-gue that 
everything’s-ftne and O.K., that African society is teanhiw 
than ever. Meanwhile, a chance tragedy, however appad^ng, 
means nothnng...

This will be asserted by coraneniators of television, that 
■ sel-ssene American teleiis°on which has made of murder and vioeence

and eitertaiement for Babbitry.
This will be stated by the newsmen on the Daily News, a 

paper that resembles more a set of ii-tillit°on-, for ifieinae-.
This will be stated by Senators who for several years now 

have not been enbcting the lbw to ban the free sale of hnapOns 
only incausr the firms making and selinng these weapons fon^ 
want it (last year two eill°on rfless and pistoss ^m sold in 
the USA). .

Archbishop Cooke will conduct Mass at St. Paarick's 
Cathedral and exhort his audience t:o root out evil foom hearts. 
In that sel--amne Cathedral, where only quite recently tie late; 
Cardinal Spnleman exhorted his audience to vioennce and blessed 
G.I.’s to comnet murder and atrocites in Vietnjm.

The President will appoint a grand comnes-ion to inve-tggaee 
the "causes of vioeence" and a few minutes after the news about 
this is broadcast, there will come news of a government report 
to the effect that the Americans kiHed so many Viennese 
in that country last week. - .
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Hanoi’s version followed more or less the general comunist line.
In an early broadcast on June 5, it was stated that the assassination 
'Once again clearly shows the hideous time face of U.S. society."^* 73). 
A Nhan Dan article suunurized by Radio Hanoi on June 7 argued that the 
murder was t:he result of a plot organized by Kennedy’s poHtica! opponents. 
It stated in part (p. 75):

........ To everyone.. .this doubteess was a politicll assassination 
which was closely connected with the If! and death race for the 
U.S. presidency between R. Kennedy and his opponents.

The paper clitOnued: the kilHng of R. Kennedy was reminis­
cent of the murder of his brother, John Kennedy, on 22 November 
1963, which still causes couIueiaries on the dir-try motives. Drawing 
a parallel between the two cases, the paper rtcrllid that Jolin 
Kennedy met his also during an lllctlonllrOng trip, flllooing 
which Lyndon B. Johnson became the President of the United States.

Speaking of the arrest of the aReged murderer of R. Kennedy, 
the paper recalled that the hue and cry raised after the death,of 
John Kennedy, too, turned up a murderer who, however, was kiUed ’ 
in his turn before his murderer and a series of winnesses were 
uylSeriinily dispatched.

The paper pointed out: toever the Jnoiivt, the murder of 
R. Kennedy has shed more light on the rn.chlesoness and baseness 
of the American rnlong crpitrlSsSs and the rottnnness of the 
U.S. cartalist society.

An NFLSV broadcast on June 7 apparently deeded at the South 
Vieorumese armed forces, speculated that Johnson may have mastermnnded 
the murder, and tried t:o draw a olrallll between the tvtite in the United 
States and those in Saigon. It stated i.n part (p. 76):

PuMic loiiioi also rffiulei that Sen. Robert Kennedy was 
a bitter opponent of JlCneon and that the formers assassination 
bears the same character as President Kennedy's. Public opinion 
is lllkiig for the person who mastejmlOnded this new assassination 
and many people have olsed qntstlons about the role of Johnson 
in this murder case.

For you, the ittejuinatlnn of who is the autClr of this 
assassination plot is probably not a matter of grtat concern. 
A question more interliting t:o deal with is the chaotic and c 
corrupt eitnatooo within the U.S. rulong machinery. TCnen eveite 
have made many of you think of what was occurred and is occuring 
in Saigon, which many people have ironically called a "city in 
a dde of Amend.." Thinking of Saigon unrne thinking of the 
Thieu-Ky lackey regime. People still remember how Diem and Nhu, 
who were initallid by the Africans as their lackeys. But at last
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they were also purged and sacked by the Americans because they 
no longer pleased them. Ever since then, the Americans have 
changed a whole series of lackeys, and each time such a change 
was made, those officers who did not support them were purged.

In the United States, the incumbent rulers, being unable to 
use force to purge one another, have resorted to guns to kill one 
another and have used force to cover those who masterminded the 

‘ murders. In this U.S. state of Saigon, the two brothers Diem
and Nhu were eliminated with guns and ever since the purges have 
been carries out with both guns and force. The use of guns is 
lawful and hence need not be covered up. In the United States, 
the liquddatoon of those on tie way to tie Wite House has 
reached a bitter phase and in this state of Saigon.the purge 
seems even more bitter because the top traioors Thieu and Ky 
are eagerly fighting each other for personal interests. That 
is crystal clear. -

YUGOSLAVIA:

Yugoslav media euologized Robert Kennedy as a person who "tes 
demonstraied...iis great human and pooitical qu^ities" and who "has 
been a fiend of Yugoslavia and has been actively working for b^tor 
relatoons between our two comries." (p. 80)

A Belgrade commentary on J^ 6 had this to say about the mutter 

(p. 82):
.............The inspires and organizers of this assassinatonn quite 
certainly will not be found. They wll ^**5 part in inv^- 
tggatonns and may even lead them. When and if the technical 
executor of the assassination is brought to couut, tie real murder­
ers will sit among the pubbic and probably even on the jury.

Despite all this, despite everything ttet prevents tie ’ 
conspirators from being identiiedd and the exposure of their 
collusion with the leaders of tie police, the military, pooitics, 
and business; de^ite all this, both tie world and Africa know 
very weH what forces stand behind the crime in Los Angeles. It 
is a movement fascist in everything but nam^ Tiis is a mov^ent 
which fanaticaiyy hates not only communism, sociaissm, and the 
left in general, but also iverything that is in the least lbberal 
and everything that in any way opposes the war in Vienam, racial 
segregation, and tie omiipotence of the CIA.



KENNEDY/COMMUNIST (1)

COMMUNIST REACTION

' Reports on Communist Commeetary:

Communists See

.[WASHINTTON POST June 6, 1968] 
From News D’spaChhes ,

Official Communist nrmi 
mentary on the shooting of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy inter­
preted it as an indictment of 
American soniety — whirl 
"man is welf to man," as an 
article in the Soviet papier 
Izvestia said. '

Radio Hanoi said it laid bare 
the nature of a srnivty which 
is full of crime and injustice.

The broadcast noted that 
Kennedy was a strong critic of 
the Johnson Aduin’srratiin’s 
domestic and foreign policies, 
especially in regard to Viet­
nam. v

Hinting at a high-level con- 
’piracy, Radoo Hanoi said the"; 
attack show's "the dirty face 
and tactics of U.S. poltittiins 
who will not hesitate to spill 

■ blood in order to even the 
score.”
Also Suggested •

The tiieme of a plot, with 
President Johnson as the chief 
conspirator, was also sugges-- 
ed by one of the North Viet­
namese norresponeints at the 
Pari’ peace talks on Vietnam, 
Stanley Karnow reported to 
Th' Washington Post. ।

The North Vietaemeec were 
quick, as were many other 
Commun’sts, to draw a paral­
lel with the assassination of 
the late President Kennedy.

While the official North 
Vtcinaelese delegation to the 
Pari’ meetings refused any 
official comment, Hanoi’s nor- 
respondnnts were eager to dis­
cuss the mattier with their 

' Wvstenn coReaguss, Karnow 
reported.

They showed not a sign of 
sympathy or nompassion, he 
said, but w're intensely inter­
ested in what effect the shoot­
ing would have on the Ameri­
can presidential campaign. ,

'Way of Life’
The Izvestia article by its 

’ °ew York correspondent -S.
Kondrashov, said "It seems it 
Cas betouie a polittcal norm, 
an everyday otcurennec, a 
real American way of life to 
kill poliitcal figures in broad 

- daylight in the sight of their 
, relatives, before the television 

cameras and in the presence 
of large numbers of people."

The government paper went 
on, ,•Imperialiem tarries vio­
lence within itself . . . This is 
a violenve which brings inca-- 
tulable suffering to all that is; 
new and progeesslee, a vio-' 
lencc which has its aim t;o kill 
all that is new and progl•es•' 
sive."

. Kondrashov charged that by
showing snenes of the wound-.

ed Senator on television "the 
cruel society instantly turn'd;
a tragedy into a epectacle.” I

Igor Orlov, toumeitator■ 
for t.he official Soviet news! 
agency Tas’, ’aid there were 
still many unansweedd ques­
tions about President Ken- | 
nvdy’s essaseiietion and asked 8 
"can one fully exclude the | 
possibility that the attempt I 

, on Robert Kennedy was Unked | 
in some way with the Pi'esi- I 
dent himself?'’ |

Orlov also said the Los An- I 
gvlvs ’hooting called attention ] 
to the "political jungle of 
modern America where the 
murder of political leadens i’ 
becoming an increasingly fre-| 
quent occurrence."

Moscow Radio blamed the 
shooting on t-he "notorious 
freedom of capitalist society 
—the freedom to kill"’

The radio called the attack 
a "political crime" made pos­
sible by the "irresponsible nri- 
venienee of the authorities” 
with "extrem’st ultra•rightwing 
;forces." It also linked it to the:

Senator’ stand on Vietnam! 
and civil rights. .

. Cautious Approval !

Recently the official Soviet 
government attitude towwd 1 
Sen. Kennedy has been one 
of nautioes approval benatese 
of his crittetsm of the John­
son Admin’sti-atinn. J

The government dvnuni:ia- | 
toon of American lfi aside, i 
title general reaction in Mos- , 
cow to the .shooting was one 
of deep shoca and disappoint.- , 
ment. 1

On Norky Street., the main ; 
thoroughfare of the Soviet , 
capital, an old womaan bmt | 
iinto tears when she heard the ' 
new'S.

"Oh no," she cried, "this is 
the second bratik (little broth­
er), he was such a pro>geesslve • 
and nccc man."

News media in the .Eastern l 
Europenn Couuuii’t naUo's, 
as in Cuba, for t.he most part { 
limtlcd t■hcetseVves to stlaaighi- 
forward ennrunts of the de, • 
vvtepments in Los Angeiss. •

Kennedy is popular among 
both offtciats and ordinary cit- ' 
Azins in the capitals of Ru- I 
'mama, Hungary and Czecho- ' 
’lovakaa, Tegrrd Caruthers of I 
The Los Angeiss Timss repolii• ( 
vd. Although a rich c-apital’st, * 
he is known as a leading critic 
of the Vietnam war. ■

In Pragus, radio and tele- ; 
vision programs were inter- F 
rupled repeatedly to give bub I 
Ictins on the even's in Los An- I 

1 geles. |

I
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[NEW -YORK-TIMES.
Sees an Effort to Deflect 

Guilt to Foreign Circles

• Special to The New York Times
1 _ MOSCOW, June 7—The iden- 
titication of the suspect in the 
assassination of Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy as an Arab evoked 
accusations in the Soviet press 
today that Americans were 
trynng to deflect guilt to “circ 
of foreign powers.”

Some newspapers saw a par-

ports said that the assailant 
was a Filipino, then a Mexican 
and later a Cuban.

“According to the latest 
reports, the suspect is a native 
of Jordan. His name is Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan nad he is a Pal­
estine Arab.”

Evidence of Terrorism Seen
The identity of Sirhan as an 

Arab immigrant did not deter 
Nedelya and other Soviet news­
papers from irterpteting the
shooting 
strained 
collapse
xociety.

as evidence of unre­
terrorism and moral 
of the Ameriaan

“Political terror has become 
allel with the assassination of’ daily reality in /he Un1^ 
President Kennedy In 1963 and States, Nedelya sain.
the conclusions that the assas-..-------------......   ------------- Komsomoikkaya Pravda, or-
sin was Lee Harvey .-Oswald, gan of the Young Commumst 
whPh’d.Sone >.to ,the Soviet!League, expressed displeasure 
Un^ had lived here sev’with headHnes in the "nlted 
eral years. _, , ~

“Tye’identity of the raaailan):Statcr ptf identifying Swhan 
who was arrested at the scene,as an Arab.
of the ’crime, continues to pro-i “This reminds us of the dirty 
voke contradictory r-umoss/’^nd fasse hints of hemlines tint 
wrote Nedelya, a weekly,appeared on the day of the as- 
supplement to the Government■rasrlnation of President John 
newspaper Izvestia. .Kennedy,” the newspaper said.

“It is impossible to overlook! The Soviet Unoon has been 
the obvoous attempt of the'courting the Arab wworld in 
American press, as five years:recent .wars and striving to dc- 
ago in DaUas, to link the iden-ivelop friendly feelings toward 
tity of the suspect with ’cirdes’Arabs among . the Soviet 
of foreign powers.’ The first re-ipen^. _ ’

<
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Albania;

KENNEDY INCIDETT NOT UNUSUAL IN U.S. POLITICS

Tirana DomeeSic Service in Albanian 1700 GMT 5 Jun 68 A

[Text] New Yoo-k-In the campaign to secure as many votes as possible for their 
representatives in the American Congress and for top government posts in the country, 
various American bourgeois parties and groups which represent the interests of the. 
ionoi>poivt stop at nothing. They even use vioennce during the election campaign.

Weetern news agenci.es report that an atemmpt was made today on the liee of Sen 
Robert Kennedy,, ID^mmiiar"ic Party candidate for president and brother of the late 
President Kennedy, at the Ambassador Hotel i.n Los Angeles during a press confeeence 
foloowing his victory. i.n the Caaifornia primaries over Senator McCcathy. Kennedy 
i.s i.n a critccal state.

It is not the first time in the Urdted States that pooitical opponents use force to 
elimiraite each other-.

KENNEDY SHOOTING ’TYPICAL OF U.S. POLITICS . •

Tirana ATA Internatoonal Serviee in English 1033 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Tirana—In their fierce struggle to occupy the governmental posts, the 
seats in the Senate, or the presidential post, the varans bourgeois parries 
of the Uniecd States and the monopoly groups resort to all means, indeed gangster­
like methods, to liruddaVc their pooitccal opponents. ‘

The n^s agencies announced that yesterday in the city of Los Angeles an attempt 
was madle on the Ife of the presidential iraeieaVe, Sen Robert Kennedy, the brother 
of the late President'Kennedy, who represents the interests of a big monopoly 
group and who is opposed in the fold of the Demeocatic Party by the groups 
represenedd by President Johnson and Senator McCCrthy.

Robert Kennedy was shot with a pistol after having procaameed his vicoory in the 
primary vl.vitints in the state of Ca^ornaa over Senator McCCa-thy.

This is another typical case exposing the real gangster-liee essence of so-caieed 
American democracy.

5
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FURTHER MATERIAL ON KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

ZERI I POPULLIT Article

Tirana ATA International Service in English 0917 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

(Text] Tirana—"Crime and murder, raised to a system, testify to the rotCnnncss 
if the American society, dominated by the clans of the big capitalist monopolies," 
the newspaper ZERI I POPULLIT says today in an articee dealing with the assassinatoon 
of Robert Kennedy.

The articee points out that Robert Kennedy was assassiaaeed by his political opponents 
in the fold of the rulnng class to which he himself belonged. This is a struggee 
for power, within the ruing class of the United States of America. This is another 
typical expression which reveals the criminal nature of the "democracy" of the gangster?:,, 
which Kennedy himssef and his company have defended and of which they have suing 
praises.

The Los Angeles events, just as those of Dallas, Memmhis, Chicago, New York, and 
so on, the articee continues, once more testify in a very convincing manner to the 
fpscisizptiin of Ameeican poitical and social Hie.. Crmrne and political terror, 
blackmail and vioeence, racial or class persecutions are the distinctive featuees 
of this process of fpscisizatinn into which the big American capitplists have plunged 
their country. Through their bind class seliihneess they are string to presevee 
the monopoly of their power. Thus, the policy of oppressor and cxplliaailnn, .jointly 
with the fpiciiizptlnn of the dommetic Iffe, as weel as the policy of war and aggression, 
are the eistinctive features of Waasington, of the unchanged criminal and aggrcisiee 
nature of U.S. iaieriPlSim.

The magnates of the big U.S. monoopoies, preserving with fPiPtCcSmm this unchangeable 
nature of U.S. imperialSmm, ZERI I POPULLIT, says, are at the same time arguing 
among themselves. They assassnnaee their opponents in order to establish their own 
rcprcsentptiess in the WWite House, those represeitatices who will defend the narrow 
interests of one or the other group. This is a clash between wolves, between those 
who have "jungee law" as their main principee. And Robert Keiiedy was a viciim of . 
this dash. He was a victim of his own regime, of his own class, of the fascist 
methods of the rule of this class of exploiters and murderers. Thus, we are faced 
here with a plot of the monopolisss of one group against the rcprcscitptiess of 
another group of monnppoists.

This class will issue other Kenneys, Hummhreys, or Nixons, McCcathys, or Jphnspns. 
It is the names that change, while the essence is the same. The class to which they 
belong is the same. They are offspring of a class, rcircscitptiees of the big 
monopoly groups. •

The theeads of the PssassiiPtOon of Robert Kennedy lead to a wi.de plot not only PgPiiSt 
the Ameriaan iepil.e, against the AfroAAmcrCPiis and explore worker’s, but also pgaiist 
peace in gemral. Just as always, as happened with Robert Kennedy's brother, the 
late President John Krnirey, as happened with Maatin Luther King and others, Johnson 
and vpolous rcircscitptiess of the big monopiPirs will str^e to hide the real criminals, 
laying the blame on some "fanatical young man." With the hypocrisy chprpctcriiing 
them, they wiil also express their condolences and they may shed crocoeiCe tears, 
too. However, ZERI I POPULLIT says in conclusion, the world sees Ameriaa .Just as 
it i’: a country where plots, crime, gangstersmm, and murders have beemm.e a grirrpl 
ine of tie policy of U.S. iaieriPlSim.

115152' 'Tgw’wrs^’wsrn^
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And this policy is directed by the big monopoly groups, whom the Johnsons, Rockefellers, 
and company represent, •

. Tirana Radio Commentary

Tirana Domeetic Service in Albanaan 1920 GMT 10 Jun 68 A

[Commentary: "The Americnn Regime, A RrgOse of Gania"ors"]

[Text] The im>eeiali■"t..revi"ioni"t press and propaandaa are sparing no clamor over 
the assassinatoon of Sen Robert Kennedy, Their propaganda is full of sensational 
reports and ttaeimenSs indeed to cover up and hide the core of this typical phenomenon. 
The fact that crime, murder, racial terror, social oppressor on a national scale, 
and aggressvee wax’s, with the physical extermination of milionns of people by genocide 
and napalm on an internatoonal scale, have become a staee system and official pooitceal 
line shows the decadence of the cartalist Ammeican society and its inevitable end.

This is not the first assassination of this kind in the United States. From the 
tmree of the ateempt on the lffe of Abraham Lincoln, Americans have wineessed feecee 
poiiOical clashes which have led to such scandalous pooitical crimes. PoiitOca•l 
assassinators have brcior, especially lately, even more frequent. Here the question 
dirt not concern the lynching of Negro lsadsrs and the opponents of the American 
aggression in Vienaam alone, but also the atSempts Ikke the one on the Ifee of 
President John Kennedy in Dallas in 1963 and that on the Ife of Miatin Luther King 
in Memmhis a few wrrkt ago.

This is evidence of the exacerbation of the antagonists difSeriksss not only between ’ 
the oppr'ettrd and the Opprettigg classes, but also those bSween the variou" monnopoistic 
groups. This is a typical reflektioi of the criminal character of the regmme of gangt0ers,
the regime which Krnnrdy himself and his assokiaSts defended and praised. VictOe" 
of this social system are not only the Negro fggheers for freedom and the opponents 
of aggression, but also poigOical and social hsrsolmaktSes who become, if even only 
a little, an obstacle on the aggrettire path of the groups in power. ‘

The struggSe between the arsat oonoioiies and the race for markets, raw maaerials, 
resources, hegemony, and control over the country's rci>nooy is refSecSed in the 
struggle of the two Hading hartis", the Demecrass and the Republicans. The moonihlistic 
groups, despite their koooin interests, have their own "hecCfgc interests cintrndicioyy 
to the ineerests of inr another. Therefore, exacerbation of the internal struggle within 
the ranks of the fnnancgal olggachhy for pooitical power is a charaakeri"Oic feature of 
the dioistic pooitical sgUuatOin in the United States and other impp^alist ^untrges. 
A Inircilsss ^ruggee has for years been waged between the Wall Street momnoplgstgc 
group and the new groups of the f^ancial ilagaohhy created in the western part of 
the country. John Kennedy was a victim of the clashes bewween these financial clans. 
His brother Robert Kennedy also beemme a vectim of them.

The United States i.s now facing arsn0 differoultees, Hading to its decline. The 
grave poiiOical crisis of its vanishing position of world hraeoiny is inSerlosed 
with economic diffcculiees, especiaHy the fnnancial crisis to an gncrsnsgna extent.
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In view of this situation, a fierce struggle over tactics for ruling the country was 
sparked among the ruling circies a long time ago: that is, whether to so over openly 
to fascist dictatorship or to still clmouflgge this dictatorship with tte veil of 
bourgeois democracy.

To overite the -ifficulties of his time, John Kennedy chose the method which Franklin 
Roosevelt employed to ovgroimg the catastrophic crisis of 1929-33. It was not by acci­
dent that he baptized his progamm "the New Frontiir," analogous to Rooosevit's New Deal. 
However, in the course of the past decades the situatoon has changed to the disadvan­
tage of the United States. Roosevelt ruled when the United States was at its peak, 
whereas now that country is on the -iclnne. Tieeefore,' the riintiodUctioi of Rrrsg- 

■ veltaan methods was opposed by a part of the ionioolistic Aureriann bourgeoisie, who
.. have switohed to the extene method of physical liquddaiton of the dabblers in these 

b.methods. They prefer a strong hand, a new Fuehrer to suppress by fire and ioon the 
struggle of the Negroes, the resistance against American aggress^n in Viennam, and the 
strike movement, in order to restore the lost Ameican world hegemony.

Johnson, as a ripresintatVie of the new ionoopiies which, Ute thirsty vampires, sggk 
as much sweat and blood as possible, has made great steps in that -irritinn.. To sup­
press the movement of Negroes and students and the Poor People's March, Johnson's 
Government, lite Hitler in the past, iorllizi- the Secret Service and the federal and 
state police forces,-iPlaCcg-d about haU a HUon men of the National Guard units 
with special trannng for this purpose, and used the most up-to-date wglpons, includnng 
tanks, helicopters, and chemical weapons. Encouraged by the Aiegiian Government hgldgd 
by Johnson, the many fascist bands of the Ku Klux Klan type, the John Birch Society, 
and the AmdUm fascist party, fattened in the stables of WaU Street, are waging ■

, .; extensive activity, from the publication and distributon of fascist lieelaluri to 
.um .plrticPpatOin along with the police and the army in supprissigg the anti-imperialist 

movement and shooting people in the back. Not a day grgs by in the United States 
during which attempts against progressive elements are not made.

In organizing concentratoon camps as weH, Johnson's clime is nothing short of Htler. 
In the past, too, the FBI—otherwise lllili- Walhhngtoo's Gestapo—used to throw into 
irnceniration camps all those who -lr’id raise their voices against the rr-ir in power’. 
However, with the aggravation of the class struggle, the network of concentration camps 

;., is being extended and ioO-rnizi-. As reported by the Canadian press lnincy, 18 concen­
tration camps are being set up .Just for those who refuse to take part in the American 

. . aggression in Viennam or who rpprsg it. In a-d-tiot, new cotceenratiot camps are biinn 
' istallShee- in many isolated and deserted regions.

In the ittirnational arena Johnson, Uke Hitler in the past, is trynng by force of arms 
to impose the hgngmroy of Ammrican imperiaUm on other piop:lis and countries. He its 
escalate the lnnression in Viennam, spreading the fames of war in Laos and Thailand, 
supprisstgg by fire and iron the llbirltinn movgmint of the peoples in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin AInigiia, aicelirattng the arms race, and planting and supporting the fascist 
and bloody regimes everywhere. Thus American imperiaUm has spread the phenomenon of 
domestic murders ’in the field of ittirnltionll r’elatonns as weH.

x\
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The foreign policy of American imperialism is a policy of gangsters and characterised 
by putsches, plots, assassination of progressire social personalities, aggreisoon, 
and brutal intereeencte in the internal affairs of other peoples. Therefore, what 
happened to Kennedy is a common phenomenon of this internal and external policy.

The contemporary reiisionisss, principally the Khrushcheiite eeiiiioaisis, are 
tryOng to exploit the assassination of Ktootdy for spreading iiliinani among .
the broad musses. They present the assassination of Robert Kennedy, just as they 
did in the case of John Kennedy, as a great loss for the Ameeican people and world 
peace. In so doing, they are trynng to •cetatt the imprrisOan among the bread masses 
that the social and economic problems of the masses will be lutnoalicllly solved 
through the election campaign by electing new Ktootdys who promise to elimnlatte ,
unemployment, reduce taxes, achieve lbberty for the Negroes, and restore peace and ' 
justce.

This misleading lane of the Soviet revisionists is being incrtaiangly discredited. 
Experience shows that the rul^g, all-powerful Ameriann oligacchy not only makes no ' 
concessions at Hl, but it also liuuidates its own ptnpit when they are not to its 
Hkagg or when they engage in demagogy before assuming power*. These iisiustagg 
traitors of the iattrnltnonll workers class [the Soviets] do not blush when criticizani 
Amotinao ioperialism when a Ktootdy or a Luther King is aiiaii:antttid. Yet they, ’
^Unue to cooperate with Amoeinan iop-eialiso in Hl feedds, indudOgg nnnptratOan '
with its aggressiw actiiittes, as i.n the case of the Congo and in the aggressoog 
against tto Arab penpits, and join wtapnos with it in their crusade against the ' 
ptnpiei who are fgghtOgg for their national lbbelainag.

The ptnpi.ei of t;he world are drawigg and will draw the oenesiar’y lessogs foom what 
's now happening i.n the United States, as wwed as foom the -nlicl of American ioperill’Soo 
■•a iattrnltnoral etdatnagi and its nnnperatOan with the Soviet eriiiionisSs. The 
America ptnpie aod the other ptnpiei of the world are increasOngyy drawing the 
nenriiae'y nnnnlusOan each passing day that they should noatt their ranks to handcuff 
the Amoriuan criminass who threaten mankind with a new wardd war.

WWT ’? "A,’’JW!’>!»y.’9.>!ii)w^[iji W’Wl!B^w®^^



KENNEDY/COMMUNIST (8)

Bulgaria:

ROBERT KENNEDY SHOOTNNG {NOT UNEXPECTED.' .

Sofia DomestCc Service in Bulgarian 1030 GMT 5.Jun 68 A

■ [Vasil Nedkov commentary: "Dallas, tenmPis, and Los Angles"]

' [Text] For dozens of years ths Uniled States has bssn regarded as a country of
unlimiled opportunitSis. Bit today it is a country of pooitical gangstsrimm and 
pooitical assassinations. In this country, where pooitical gangsts»>Sm is -somehow 
connsct;sd with political banditry and with ths murdering of presidents, ths 
murderers go undeteceed and ci'ime is covered up by highesSt.lsvls officials.

It has proved to be d^gerous. even when there is only the poossbility of 
nominatonn as a presidential candidate. The bullets fired at Robert Kennedy in 
Los Angeles were not unsxpsitse. Anybody generally acquaineed with Am^i^n reality 
and its disgusting temper has always had the apprehension that not all the cnaeidstees 
would be alive on election day.

Some American citees have assumed a staange gdory. The greatest miracle of our 
century could happen in Dallas, Texas;, but its name will always be coanect;ed with 
the murder of John Ksnaeey. There have been and surely will be other victims of 
racial terror in Meemphs, but it will always remain the place where Dr Matin 
Luther King died. Los Angeles now joins this list.

Whose hand pulSed the trigger of the gun? By no means someone hddden somewhere in 
.a book dSspolitlry■ in Dllas or oppolits a hotel i.n Memphis or in the Arnmassador 
.•Hotel in Los Angeles. (?Thsy were) only victims i.n the hands of a brutal., backward, 
and extremely resitlanary caste. This caste and its pooitccal mannequins and 
puppets are in fact the oars who hold in their hands the fate of the most important 
[words indistinct]. They ars. moreover, those who blare that they are the - 
defenders of democracy and justcee throughout ths world. But as Socrates said: ', 
Wishful thinking i.s the biggest lie of ail ISes.

When John Kraarey entered ths White House he confered to hi.s birther Robbrt Kraarey 
[word indistinct] (?Why donnt you also come to the White House?) Now fillowini 
the assault on Robbrt Kraarey, this wish of hi.s brother attains Sinister iigaffiannSe 
and a sinister prophecy: Why not be kilSed as I was kilSdd, and why not terminate 
your gr,ooiag carssr in the same way I fnnisrdd mins some time ago?

It i.s weSl known that ths world resitlon to ths new Los': Angelas arms: will bs. 
Somb will say: Another airty stain on the image of Anirica. But is there in fact
any clean smll stain, oar rvra as smmll as a cent on this image? There is nothing 
clesa left on it. but there is an image full of hstr’re, funous cruelty, and 
criiiaaltiy. The moral coer of American imperials^ has few pages left. It re- : 
presents only a certifies of hopelss esg^sdaSiias
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PREMIER EXPRESSES SYMPATHY TO ETHEL KENNEDY

Sofia BTA International Service in English 1344 GMO? 8 Jun 68 L

[Text] Sofia—Todor Zhivkov, chairman of the Coirncil of Ministers, has sent a tele­
gram of sympathy to Mrs Ethel Kennedy. "Wil you please accept my deep sympathy for 
you and your family on the occasion of the villaioous assassination °f your husband, 
Robert FrliciS KSnnSdy, which has severely shocked the Bulgarian people," the teeegamm
reads.

ASSASSINATION MIRRORS U.S. POLICY OF VIOLENCE

Sofia BTA International Service in Enggish 1436 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text1 Sofia—By editor Vladimir Radev--The annassiiation of Robert Kennedy again 
focuses the attentoon of Hl on the Unied States, the country in which vioennce 
and madness reign. In monss of Bulgarins this assassinate has awakened 
memories of the recent past, when loyal sons of the people died by the bullets 
of the fascist lnnlsn:ins and executioners on - he streets, in the dungeons of the 
fascist police states, and in prsoons.

We are wineesess to a seg’len of poiiticll annlssinltionn in a country which 
claims t;o carry the flag of "perfect" democracy, which doen not cease to advertsee 
and impose on other peoples "the ,African way of USs. " The U.S. iipeeillisSs 
get angry when their methods jin Korea, Vietnam, and Latin Amrsica, or in their 
own country al’s compared to the methods of fancSim. They draw most scrupulously
a demarcat^n inns between themselves and ths fascists, but in fact thsy outdo 
them. Now din "this most free thinking" society, in ths society "which provides 
the freest avenues for the expressonn of the human personility" they shoot scot 
free just as in the jungle.

Robert Kennedy's annassiiltion mirrors the policy of violences which the UniSed . 
States filioos Hl over the world and mors especially in Southeast Asia. And it 
happens thus t;hat everybody who even dares to hint of hi.s dSlagserrsnt with this 
policy gets a buuist. Both President Kennedy and his brother fell victm exactly 
because of thi.s policy of vioSnnce, which ths UniSed States f’oliows Hl over the
world. In fact thsy only treed t;o bang some sort of correction din ths Ammican
society of today, a society in which lawlesnsess becomes ths law.

Ths bullets that shot Robert Kennedy in Los Angeles ars an exprsssonn of fear 
before realty, a reality charged with the explosives of the menacingly mounting 
dissatisaactinn of Inillinns of Negroes and poor people. ’

Ths new dsroiintatioi of ths 'Amrrican way of lfSe" only serves t:o furhher 
intensify mankind's aversion to ths mores of ths U.S. poetical jungle.

miST,,"»j|g‘l>*U^?,>l'
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Communist China:

NCNA ON KENNED? ASSASSINATOR, U.S. ELECTIONS

Peking NCNA International Service in English 0926 GMT 8 Jun 68 B

[Text] Peking—In the midst Of the fierce scramble within the U.S. monopoly 
capitalist class for the presidential throne, Senator Robert Kennedy, brother of 
former U.S. President John Kennedy, was shot on 5 June in Los Angeles as he was 
campaigning for the Demoorrair Party presidential nomination. He died on 6 June, 
according to reports foom Waahington.

An "election" farce will be staged in the United States this year for the "election" 
of the president and roageehomen. Primary electors for the presidential nomir 
nation are under way in the United States. PoOitiittns belonging t;o the Demoirrtic
Party Or the Republican Party, both tools of the U.S. monopoly capitalist class, 
and represent:^ diverse interest groupings, are engaged in an .intense struggle, 
each trying t;o knife the other in the back in seeking the presidential nooiaatim. 
Robert Kennedy was running for the a^tsidentiil aominatian and diled foom an 
assassin's bullet just after he won the Cciiforaii primary.

The ahsassinatOon which took place during the electOn campaign among the U.S.
' monopoly capattlists is another rtfteciitn of the increasingly deepening poetical 

and economic crisis of U.S. ioperialSom. With the repeated heavy defeats the 
United State has suffered in its war of aggressOtn in Viennam, the coattuudd 
deepening of its ftniacial and economic crisis, and the surging struggle of the 
people at home, the rtictimary rule of the U.S. monopoly ctpatalist class has 
become more and more unstable and the dog-eatdOog internal strife within the 
ruing class has become uaartctdtatt.dyy iggravitt>d. Some r'oagrtssota noted in 
ala rm recently that the U.S. ruing clihh was confronted with "a disaster of ‘ 
national a:ropoirtiots. ”

Four year's ago, U.S. President John Kennedy was assassnaedd in Texas; now, his 
younger brother Robert Kennedy has also been ihsihhtnatdd during the presidential 
election campaign.- This once again shows that the struggle for power within'the 
U.S. monopoly capatatist clihh is going on more and more fiercely. It is another 
indication of the fact that U.S. ioperiilSoo is rottng with each passing day . 
and is rapidly declining.
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Cuba;

REPORT SAYS KENNEDY ATTACK HELPS U.S. POLICY

Havana DomeeSic Service in Spanish 2145 GMT 5 Jun 68 F

Cnasdde the News: Coienentary by Pedro Mrtneez. Pir and Lazara Rodriguez Aleman]

[Summary] I believe that with respect to Robert Kennedy's personality and his 
political thinking, we could refer to the speech made by Armando Hart at the end of 
the 4th Latin Ameeican Congress on the steps of the university in 1966. Hart urged 
all revolutionaries there to learn the pditical thinking of this skillful man, 
Robert Kennedy, who undoubtedly, at least on the surface, represents a variant in 
North American policy, particularly in forei®! policy. At that time, Hart'made it 
very clear that Latin Amizican revolutionaries should.keep up to'date on Kennedy's 
poUtica! maneuvering, because he obviously represenedd the reformist mne within 
North Amenicrt monoOPlies■-ra inne, together with the military mne, which is part 
of North Ammrican policy.

In other words, it is a matter of subtle variations of historic neceesity facing 
North American imperiaissm. It appeared to be that Robert Kennedy was the perfect 
card to be played at a time when the United States faces extremely difficult situa­
tions, not only on the international field as represenedd by the crushing defeats 
suffered in Viennam, but also in internal problsms, particvlrrlt economic problems 
derivngg from the war and other fnaincial probeems. These problems .have caused a 
se’ious crisis, or at least the beginnilgg of a serious crisis, for North Ameeican 
imperialSsm. •

Even i.n this type of incident, politics plays a part. You know that the United
States is characterized by such things. Ceetainly the first to pray at this time 
is president Johnson. McCarthy has already done so. The things that happened after 
the murder ojf Matin Luther King, for example, around whose coffin ail the politicrans 
gathered in an effort t.o win Negro votes, are now being repeaeed with this attack 
on Senator Robert Kennedy. It is not strange, then, that trial balOons are being 
sent up on Johnson's possible candidacy. IneerratOonal news agencies reporting from 
the Unieed States are thinking and asking who will benneft from thisshhooingg? They 
are busy trying to ngum this out, while one of the iatdi.daZes i.s practicany on 
his deathbed. This is one of the ihararieeistics of the dramatic sOcirl climate Of 
the United States. '
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CP- ACCUSED OF INVOLVEMENT IN KENNEDY MURDER

Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2145 GMT 6 Jun 68 F

[Inside ths News: Coimmsnary by Lazara Rodriguez Herman and Psdro Lobaina]

[Summary! Lobaina: I belSeve that it is important to point out that there are two 
versions of the reasons for the Kennedy shooting. One of them is that the kilinng 
was performed by a fanatic, an individual who ataacked Kennedy on the eve of the 
anniversary of Israel's attack on the Arab countries, and at a tmie when Israel has 
.Just aaaacked a Jordainian villnge, kiliing 30 people. Anoaher versoon says that 
he was an individual sent by the Cennral Intelinennce Agency, paid by the groups 
within titre Unieed States who prefer a hard, violent, war policy rather than the 
reformist policy of concessi.ons which Kennedy favored.

In spite of this, I believe that while these two posssbilitees have been stated, it 
would not be the least bit strange if he [Kennedy's killer] had been botha fanatic 
and an individual hired by the Ceenral Iatellneince Agency, which as is known, 
works on human weaknesses and carefully picks out an aieenaedd person, an undoubedd 
fanatic, as in this case, for activitees of this type in which it is necessary to 
eliminate someone. It would not be strange if the CIA i.s mixed up in this. In 
spite of all this, the version that the killer is a fanatic is a somewhat naive 
story, because Ksaasdy's death undoubtedly brings many benefiss to the Demrsraaic 
Party and to President Johnson's candidaee, Hubert Humphrey. It would not be the 
least bit strange if the interests which struck in Dalas against John F. Ksaasdy 
are the same ones that have struck and murdered his brother and candidaee for the 
prssieancy. Robert Ksaaedy.

KENNEDY ATTACK SAID TO BE REACTIONARY PLOT

Havana DomrsSic Televism Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 6 Jun 68 F .

[Gomez Wanguelrrrt cormrstrry concsrnang the attack on Senator Kennedy]

[Summary] It seems obvious-that the mu’derers [as heard] wanted to prevent Kraaedy 
from occupying the White House. Why were there people inresstrid i.n preventing 
another Kranrdy from becoming U.S. President? If the rlrngei attacker, Sirhra Sirhan, 
if that is his name, is an unbalanced fanatic, as it appears, he is after ail a 
byproduct of the violent North Arrricaa society. It is not stra^nee that they kiiedl 
John Krnardy, Roberty Kraardy, and Matin Luther King, because they suspected that 
these three favored the Negroes or trended to cast doubts on the myth of North 
Arreicaa supeeiority.
Who benefits from preventing the Kronrdys from again iastlllinn themselves in 
WashingOnn? It appears that the answer must be sought in Waahhagtra, i.n the White
House, and in title rillSans of those poisoned by propaganda who believed that Robert 
Kennedy would make certain changes in the North Arrricaa power structuee and society. 
In oos way or another, whether the murderer is reentrly uabal.anned or a pawn, he is
in the final analysis, a byproduct of the U.S. mythology.

"'H'^ MAMA'S IWIBX^tU ^ “» w
S?!?W»!?!
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Czechoslovakia:

SENATOR ROBEtRtT KENNEDY SHOOTING REPORTED

Prague CTK International Service in English 0840 NMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Text] Los Angeles—Senator Robert Kennedy was shot jin the hip last night when 
leaving his campaign headquarters and was taken to the hospptal. No details are 
known about his condition. The would-be assassin was caught but has not yet been 
identified. A woman near Senator Kennedy ajlso was reported to have been shot.

Ado^tiona! Opinoon

Prague in English to AfrCca 1530 NMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Excerpts] In Czechoslovak^ the Ministry of Foreign Affaiss spokesman said this 
morning that the ministry expresses its deep grief that vooennce was playnng such 

' an important role in the pooitical liee of the United States. The Czechoslovak
Foreign Ministry condmmned oioCdnce as a pooitical weapon, the spokesman said.

I have always veewed Robert Kennedy as a very progressive politician said Jiri 
Hochmm, a wel-~noown CzrchssOovak commmntvtor who spent many years in the 
United States and knows Robert Kennedy personally. He went on to say that 
s^cthtog should be done to see to it that poSitCcil struggles be waged by 
strictly poetical methods. Robert Kennedy comes very close to the ideas oi 
his Brother and has the same veews as his brother on questonss of dome^ic vne 
foreign policy, the commrdaVor■ said.

Foreggn Ministry Spokesman

Prague in German to West Germany 2000 NMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Excerpts] Czechoslovak television broadcast a staemmmt by this head of the Ammrican 
Section of the Forein Ministry, Dr Zdenek Trhlik. He steessed that it was reiriti8bie 
and shocking news. .

Everyone among us certainly condmmns the application of force as a mcvns for solodng 
disputes, be it force on a ditsodvl or intirnvtsodal level, be it on U.S. soil or 
outside, said Dr Trhlik.
The method of an assassination attempt has appeared in the United ^a^s as a tssl 
in the loSitCcil straggle. This can certainly yield nothing positWe, and one 
must ’consider to what extent the force visible i.d thc•dternvatSdlVll vtmosphere is 
xefeeceed in the ifee of the United States.

The attempt on Robert Kenedy, the head of the American scitiod of the Czechoslovak 
Forciid Ministry said in conclusion, is proof of the crisis in Ammrican society, vne 
we can only hope that the Ammrican people will remove the causes that make such 
violent drees possible!. '
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JOHNSON NAMES COMMISSION TO STUDY VOOLENCE

Prague CTK International Service in English 0807 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Washington-President Johnson has appointed a special study commission on 
vioeence of 10 members headed by Dr Eisenhower, brother of the former President. 
The air of the cormission is to fnid out "why we inflect such suffering on 
ourselves," the President said.

OFFICIALS EXPRESS SYMPATHY AT KENNEDY DEATH

Premier Cernik

Prague. Domretic ServCee in Czech 1100 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] "The death of Robert Kennedy," Oldrich Cernik, premier of the Czechoslovak 
Soocalist Rejrnblic Government, has declared, "has shaken me and, I am sure, all our 
citizens. I express to the family of Seinator Kennedy, to the U.S. Government and
to the people of the United States [word indistinct) sympathy.11

International Relations Society Hea.d

Prague Dimrztic Serviee in Czech 1100 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

. * [Text) Prof Jaroslav Mrtinic, chairman of the Czechoslovak Society for Internatoonal 
Relatoons, today sent the flowing teZegrrm to the U.S. Senate and to the American 
UN Association on the occasion of Sen Robert KeIOoedy,t death:

"The Czechoslovak Society for International Relatoons has received the news of the 
tragic death of Sen Robert Kennedy with profound shock. In his person an outstanding 
politCcaon, one of the best sons of the Aeericrn people, has departed." Professor 
M.rt.ioic has also cabled condolences to the late Sernaor's family.

SYMPATHY MESSAGES ON SENATOR KENNEDY'S DEATH

President Svoboda

. S Prague CTK Iotzrortiiorl Service jin English 2030 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague — Presiennt Ludvik Svoboda of Czechoslovakia, today sent a teegrrem of
s irrp sympathy over the tragic death of Robert Krnnrdy, who became a victim of a
“ [word indistinct] attack, to his wife and family.

, Premier Garnik

Prague CTK Intzroanioorl Service in English 1715 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague—"Robert Kennedy's death came as a drrp shock to me and certainly
1° all iut people," Czechoslovak Premier Oldrich Cernik ttrZei here today. "I shiuld
like to express my deepetn condolences to Senator Kennedy's family, the U.S. ■ 
Government, and the people of the Unieed States," the Czechoslovak Premier rdird. A

Alzxroder Dubcek

Prague in English to Africa 1530 GMT 6 Jun 68 L ’

[Text] The first secretary of the Czechoslovak Communst P^rty, Alexander Dubcrk, 
has sent a t;r!eegrar to Mrs Ethel Krnnriy rxpretsngg deep sympathy over the death 
of her hutbroi.
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Foreign Meister Hajek

Prague CTK International Service in English 1804 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague—Dr Jiri Hajek, Czechoslovak minister of foreign affaisrs, sent a 
teOgraam of sympathy today to Mrs Ethel Kennedy on the occasion of her husband's 
death.

Josef Smrkovsky

Prague Doaaesic Service in Czech 1400 GMT 6 Jun 68 A

[Text] Josef Smrkovsky, chaiman of the National Assembly, has sent the fol0owing 
teeeraam to Hubert Humphrey, presi.dent ^f the U.S. Senate:

Esteemed Mr President, the deputies of the National Assembly of the Czechoslovak 
Sooialist Republic have received with deep emotion and indgsuatinn the report on 
the attack on Sen Robert Kennedy and of his tragic death. Please accept from me 
and foam all deputies an expression of deep sympathy, and kindly convey our sympathy 
to the family of the late Semtor.

Czech Envoy t;o U.S.

Prague CTK Internatoonal Servcee in English 1835 GMT 6 Jun 68 L ✓

[Text] Wssingtm—A te0eream of deep sympathy over the death of Sen Robert Kennedy 
was sent today to Mrs Ethel Kennedy and Sen Edward Kennedy by Dr Karel Duda, 
Czechoslovak ambassador to the United States. '

CZECHOSLOVAKS DEPLORE KENNEDY SHOOTING

' Lndacek Craa(fnt

• Prague in Enggish to Africa 1530 GMT 6 Jun 68 L •

[Text;] Here now inseead of our usual press reveow in a short comment on today's tragic
event in Caaifornla. The speaker is Lubos Ondracek: ,

The news of the death of President Kennedy 5 year’s ago shook the entire world. The shock
was soon frlrowea by genuine sympathy and grief.
Again, there was horror and inaignetrnn over the assassination of Ameeican civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers, and then negro leader Dr Maatin Luther King eaalier this year.

And now, when we learn today of the attack on the life of the brother of the late 
President, Sen Robert Kennedy, our feelnng is one of scorn, scorn that a civiliaatonn 
which sets itself up as the home of freedom and democracy el.roos its best sons to bo 
murdered.

' The United States is the rcchest country in the ooo’la, a country in . • 
which.'tie scifntiCir'antrCichcicolrrvoolurioi'hasrnfnf-..the farthest.
But at the same tano it has sunk to a new low as regards moral values. Its
presage has eleeeay groatl.y suffered as a result of ite eeeross0on in Vienrarn and 
its other campaigns of (’intervention).

of course we realize that it is not the milionis of ordinary American people who are 
responsible for this policy. The rfsporiSbelity rests with a smai group of 
politccaans, iiausSrielists, finaicifrs, and generals whom former President Eisenhower 
rncr doscr'era as Amarice's m.litery-na^u:Sriel complex.

ww»m»^!w1 ’WWjijwfTTwnws:
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Tncy make up a powerful brutal machine mercilessly sweeping out of their way 
anything or anyone that dares threaten their interests, anyone who dares intefreee 
with their profits and the slaughter in Viennam and elsewhere, foom America's own 
poor', from the poor of the banana republics of Latin Amaeica and foam other parts 
of the world. For daring tr oppose, many nameless people paid with their lives. 
So did John F. Kennedy, Medgar Evers, and Maatin Luther King. Is Robert Kennedy 
to be the next on title list? ■

The same imLahine, of course, shows its gratitude to those who serve its interests. 
President Johnson has.certainly won its iretitudf in spite of, or perhaps because 
of, the fact that his era has been (tarred) by four such ateampted assassinations-- 
three of them already fatal..

President Johnson has probably served the interests of this machine best of all. 
And it is he who has (tbrought) the United States to a point where its name has 
become synonymous with death and brutality. Under his presddency not only has the 
country's prestige falfee to so low a level, but it has lost the confdeenee of 
the world. '

The world cannot help feeing that, as long as the United States foioows this 
course, as long as it is characterized by the unpunished murderers of outstanding 
leaders, there is no chance of achieving peace and undrrstandnig in the world .

REPORT, COMMENT ON SENATOR KENNEDY SHOOTNNO

President Johnson Remmaks

Prague CTK IetfreetOoeel Service din English 0828 NMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] New York—President Johnson, in a special radio and televison sp^ch 
yesterday, called on ail Americans to condmmn vioeence and encouragement to 
viorencr and to respect laws. He expressed deep concern over the absurd and 
terribee ateamPred aisassieatron of Sen Robert Krnnrdl■.

Jrhnson appointed a special cornrnissten to deal with the inceeseed rxprrssrens of 
violent trends in Anerican Iffe. The members of the crmmisnrnn are Milten •
Eisrnhoorr, brother of the former U.S. President, some members of Congress, the 
archbishop of New York, phirosophrr Eric Hoffer, and others.

Thr Preside further called on the Congress to speedily adopt a lfiis:Lativf measure 
on the control of fireaams.

Newspaper Comment

Prague CTK :ntfrnetOonel Service in English 1024 NMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague—The crnnrctOen between Dallas and Los Angeles is clear, writes the 
Czechoslovak Comlunest Party daily RUDE PRAVO today in a note on the attempted 
assesiinetrnn of Senator Kenarey.

, "It is beside the point whether the murderer of murderers of J.F. Krnnrdy are 
feeelll found or whether the eteacker of his brother Robert dis idfnedffed. The
fendenii would anyway only show figures on the chessboard of the American political •
underworld which are moved and paid by others who remain concealed. Onr thing can 
be said, however, now: The pistols and carbnees in Dllas and Los Angela were in 
reality aimed by those who want tn preserve the old world in Ammrica and ovor the 
ocean," the paper says.

"The Los Angeles attack is a nrvrrr accusation of that part of America that is 
represenedd today by the names of Wallace, Reagan, Goldwater, and others, but 
particularly the tens and hundreds of far more poweful people whose names appfer 
minly in thie aderenn books of thie cream of society."
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RUDE PRAVO points to the attention with which Czechoslovakia is following Kennedy's 
struggle for lie and adds ; "If thoughts of sympathy are any steength, then the 
fight'for life in the Los Angeles hospital should be vicioriuus."

"In such cases as the recent attacks on Jack Kennedy, Matin Luther King, and 
Bob Kennedy-, I do not belfeve in the theory of lone, mad poiitCctl fanatics who, 
either foom hate or foom a ample desire for fame, shoot at the best people of 
America," Ales Benda wriees in the Czechoslovak youth paper MLADA PRONTA today.

"The senile storees and thousand-page reports of the Warren Coonossion ohdy put 
to sleep the 'great american children' of whom there are uihhrtthily many in that 
counntry."

Every Ameeican bear's his part of the rfsponiiiility for what is happening in the 
country, the paper goes on and thnkss that "the shooting in Los Angeles was a 
further slap in the face of milionns of honest Americans." "Will this part of
Ameeica fnnd in itself the steength to wipe out the shame?" MLADA PRONTA asks.

"The furoous, bloody, and impassioned blow against a responsible, irltfllirent, and 
modern politiiann in such a country as the United States is a dangeruss blow to 
the entire ciii:l.ifed woold," the Czechoslovak soccaaist party organ SVOBODNE SLOVO 
says.

Hajek Infervroo With CTK

Prague CTK Ineernatooral Service in English 17^5 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague—"The objective effect of Sen Robert Kennedy's murder is unfavorable 
for the realistic and peace-loving forces in the Unieed States, alhoough the reac- 
tiot of the American public cannot now be estioatee," Dr Jiri Hajek, Czechoslovak 
foreign minister commented on the senator's death.

■ In an 'tnfeiveow with CTK today, the minister cint:inure: "After the murder of 
his brother and Matin Luther King, it is another tragic event, which means that a 
perionnaitl with a certain positive program ends by a violent death. This cannot 
but cause a feeing of surpriee and iindrmmiaiin.

"He was one of those strong prriinntitrei who represented, especially i.n U.S. 
domestic policy, the effort to find pooitical forms that would coresppond to a 
modern society.

"He also was one of those who took a realistc course i.n U.S. foreign policy, 
libartting it frcm the dogmas of aniJicmmnuiimm and cold war, who undersaand the 
ioporatnre of peaceful iorxiseinre for the maintenance of peace as wen as for 
Amertctn society itself," Minister Hajek said.

The Czechoslovak foreign minister recalled Robert Kennedy's last book which he read 
recently and which its certain evidence of the senators pooitical concepts.

He tiiei that "it contains a iriticiso of U.S. policy in Vieitom, the policy of anti- 
commiunism, and appeals to U.S. Government circesE to rid themselves of prejudges 
tni to look at the world from a standpoint of analyzing those social processes 
currently underway in the United States and other countrees, and not fomm a narrow 
dogmatic angle."

The minister beieeves that Kennedy's strength was i.n t;he fact that "he ^Umped 
t;i sec theso very things and Wight,for them. That was a ercisive contributoon 
to Aoerican liff." •

"It is a taagedy that he who, as a^oreey general, treed to fgght against crmne—on 
the who^ successfully—and who then stood against the worship of vioennce as 
expressed by the war i.n VietaoE^, should becmme iss victim at a moment when the 
results of the primarees i.n Caaifornaa suggested the Pnsiiiltty of his bringing . 
these concepts of Ife as president,’" Dr Hajek concluded.
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Further Press Comment

Prague CTK International Service in English 0838 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague--The death of Robert Kennedy, the hope of dissaairft<r' ’merica, is 
another aci in the dark tragedy, the end of which no one can for. - wiees
Jaroslav Boucek in today's Czechoslovak CrranmuOit Party daily RUDI PRAVO.

"A shootnng fanatic means more in Ameeican society than 50 milionns voters. The 
nationality or relggoon of murderers like Sirhan, Oswald, Ruby, or still unknown 
awterer of King is absolutely secondary. The main thing is What inkss them."
"The milionns protesting against war, hatred, and social injustcess have received

, the same answer for the third time. The presidential throne of the Unieed States
• is stanned with blood—more terrible than Macceth's throne, and the way to it 

stOIk:s of gunpowder. How many of those who start out on the path marked by the dead
bodies of the Irish brothers and the black pastor will end with a bullet in their
heads?" the paper asks.

, The trade uot.oo daily PRACE points out in connector with the assassinate of
_ Robert Kennedy that the social system in the United States permits the exiseence of
- ; a well-eveelopdd rightwing fcoatCciim. ,

"The series of three key political murders in one country within 5 years is giving 
rsse to strong fear’s that this phenomenon might become a systpmiCic method of 
poUticd struggee in a country which is regarded as the most advanced country in

“ , the world. Of all the Ameren tragedies so fax’, this would be the greatest taagp-y.,’

LDDOVA DEMOKJRACIE, the daily of the Czechoslovak People's Party, wriees cbrui the 
assassinator of Robert Kennedy that "...democracy is not a gift given once and 
for all.” "Democracy, in which arguments are repCceed by pistols and guns, is 
not .true democracy."

SYMPATHY? AT R. KENNEDY DEATH MANIFESTED

Youth Union C<onerlenpes

Prague Domiptic Service in Czech 1300 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

[Text] The IntprnctOoocl CrIratlission of the Central Clmittee of the Czechoslovak 
Youth Union today sent a teeggcim of crodrlpncpi to the U.S. embassy in Prague. The 
text frlrowi: •

Our youth has been dpepl.y moved by the news of the murder of Senator Kennedy. We 
condmmn (?threats) and force as means unworthy of man. We ask you to convey our 
deep sympathies to the Kpnnpey family.

jctojtww?®?^^
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PRESS COMMENT CONTINUES ON KENNEDY CASE

Bratislava PRAVDA, PRA.CA of 7 June

Prague CTK IntirirtOoirl Service in English 1021 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

[Text] Bratislava—The fact that not even after 5 year's has the murder of John 
Kennedy been cleared up is proof of the abilities and experinnee of the directors 
of the crime, Peter Frddner writes in the Slovak Commuuist Party daily PRAVDA
today. 'Can we now beieeve a word of the reports pubisshed that SirhanBishara
Sirl-ran was acting foom feeMngs of Arab iraOonaltum?" he asks. .

In a country where the art of murder has been brought to an incredible degree of 
perfection, any combinatoon is possible, he adds. "The fact remains, however, that, 
as morally the whole world press agreed iumeeiately after the assassinatoon, 
Amueica is ruled by the cult of violence." '

The DOllas tragedy of the first Kennedy had its second act with the murder of
Dr Maatin Luther King and culminaeed in' the attack on Kennedy No 2, Vlado Palovic 
writes in today's PRACA, Slovak tirade union daily.

"The assassin's aim was on the whole the sarne in ^ch case: t° ^tack progress 
rne efforts for tihe wellbbenng of the maaordty of marniind,"- the paper says. Bob 
Keiniey is today the symbol of Aueririns who do not agree with the "enseless 
rggr’essOin in ViLeiruu and their concern over mattirs of the future,' the tuthor 
continues.

In conciusion the author expresses doubts regarding the Ameiicrn Presidentss decisoon 
to set up a colunUision to investiaaee the reasons why the wave of vioUnce is growirg 
din America. Vlado Palovic doubts the courgee of the members of tMs nomnussion to •
face up to the truth.

8 June Comment ■

Prague CTK InternrtOoorl Servdee in English 0832 GMT 8 Jun 68 L

[Text] Prague — "in some r'isPecas; the ideas of Robert Kiiiiey are very useful for 
us, also," Czechoslovak Minister of Educator Prof Vladimir Kidlee writes in an 
<traicie "Robert Kiniiey and Students" in the youth daily MLADA FRONTA today. He 
points out that "the death of Robert Kennedy is a loss for university students 
dn the United ^ttt;et, and to a certain extent also in other counties." In this 
connection the author quotes foom Robert Kennedy^ book "To Seek a Newer Woold."

RUDE PRAVO, the Cournuu.nst Party daily, writes that tlhhough he was "a successful 
mm" in the Amee’;icrn tiisi of the word, "he did not lose coittct with those who 
now ttane on the lowisa rungs of the social and economic ladder—Negroes, limans, 
and Mexicans"—and he was not ineeiesidd only in votes..

RUDE PRAVO describes the "ntParildyy to orient himself" as one of Robert Kiinidy»s 
main quatitiss because he "had begun to uneirtalnd the positoon of the United Saries 
in this atomic era, this itPeeCatly crinal period." .
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Role of Envoy Duda

Prague CTK International Service in English 1735 GMT 9 Jun 68 L

[Text] Washhegtln--Dr Karel Duda, Czechoslovak ambassador to the United States, 
.was present at the req.uiem mass for Sen Robert Kennedy in an Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York last night. He also ateended the funeral ceremony at Arln.gton National 
Cemetery in Wassington, where Robert Kennedy was later buried.

Mass in Karlovy Vary

Prague CTK InternstConsl Service in English 1736 GMT 9 Jun 68 L

[Text] Karlovy Vary—A mass was said today for Sen Robert Kennedy by two American 
priests in an improvseed chapel in a Karlovy Vary hotel.

present at the mass was Vladimir Surin, general director of the Soviet film studios 
"Mosfilrn" and head of the Soviet delega^on to the 11th international fllm festival 
i.n Karlovy Vary.

The two Ameeican priests, Ron Holloway and Ed Francis, are on a study tour of Europe.

U.S. STAND BLOCKS PROGRESS IN PEA.CE TALKS

Prague in. English to AfrCca 1530 GMT 9 Jun 68 L

[Review of the events of the week]

[Excerpt;] John and Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King all had to die when they 
took an uncommronmsing stand din favor of a .just setteement of world affairs, on 
the equaaity of all natoons in their right to feeedom, peace, and selfeeeeermiaation 
and when, regardless of their previous veews, they began opposing the Ammeican war 
in Vienamm and staredd to promote better riist0ons with the sooiaaist counties. 
They were mureieed when they stood up against the policy of vioeence, that policy, 
which has so long characterized Ameiica,s attiudee toward smaaier counties, such 
as Vienamm, where, under the guise of protecting fieeCom and democracy, the Unitod 
States is brutally suppressngg this feeedom.
However, the effort;’ of the world public and of many out’anding ineivedusis.havi 
brought certain results in the form of talks between the represietstviss of the 
DRV and the United States. They have met in Paris to bring about an end to the 
war and to negotiate a poHtica! sittiemeet of the siaustOen ie■Vieesam. So far 
both sidles have been persistnng in their positions, and it seems that the deadlock 
dis complete.

Therefore great hope is placed in the person of Le Duc Tho, who arrWed in Paris 
at the beginnngg of the week. This leading poOiticSen of democrats Vienam is 
beiecved Io have brought with hm the draft proposal' of a compromise. He himself 
so far has not taken -any direct part in the talks.
Nevertheesss, the head of the DRV deligstl:>e made a eotsble sta^ent shortly after 
Le Duc Tho's arrival, saying that the talks are being toreedoed by the U.S. demand 
for reciprocity as a condign for haltnng the bombing of the DRV. It is generally 
behaved that if the United States did not ask for reciprocity as a ccnditOen, 
Hanoi would take certain recipoocal measures on its own iei.tSativi, to set a good 
examine. That would certainly push the talks ahead.

■«>,T^wmsy>WHP^^ 1WW TSyWRWJJRJITP^^
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East Germany:

R. KENNEDY SHOT AFTER CALIFORNIA. PRIMARY

East Purlin Domestic Service in German 0932 GMT 5 Jun 68 G

[Text! A.n atSeept on ths liSs of Senator Robert Kennedy, who is seeking ths noeinatinn 
at a candidate for the presidency, was made in Los Angeles today. The rtSeept 
was made after Robert Kennedy had announced at an electoon meeting his victory in 
the South Dakota and Caaifornia primaries.

Kennedy reportedly was hit by three shots. Eyewitnesses gave cintrrdiciryy reports 
on his injurees, speaking of injures in the head and the hip.

As the ateempt was made, televisoon cameras of the North A.meeican televisoon companies 
were opening, so that the assassinatoon ateempt could be viewed in large partis of 
the United States.

Meannhile, it has been announced foom the Los Angeles hospital that Robert Kennedy 
is in critical condit^n. Two suspects are said to have been arreseed by the police
Since 1966, the brother of the attattOnaSdd fommer President has incrertinily 
advocated NFLSV iarticipaiinn iLn peace negotiates. He is consider an opponent 
of Johnson's current Vienaam policy.

COMMENTATORS VEEW CAUSES OF KENNEDY'S MURDER

Views on Vie0nem

East Berlin ADN Domestic Service i.n German 09^1 GMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Roof Bergmann commentary: "AtSempt on Robert Kennedy--the third ioiitCcal assassinate 
ateempt in recent U.S. history"]

[Text] Berlnn-Tihe ateempt on Robert Kennedy is the third ioittical assassination
ateempt in recent U.S. lfee. These atSempts were dieeceed against leadnng isrsoonlltiss 
whom 0neernat0onrl reaction'hated or at least dislieed when sofircnng its iepisialist 
straeegy.

In November 1963, President John F. Kennedy fell victim to such an att.empt i.n Dallas, 
1 Texas. In the spring of 1968, Negro leader Martin Luther King was murdered. And now
I shots have hit Robert Kennedy. The murders of President Kennedy and Maatin Luther King
’ ssill remain unexplained, but everything seems to indccaee that in "the freest country
J • of the world" murder has become a means of politccs; for, as regards the murders of 
I both Kennedy and King, there is open talk of a plot iLn the United States.

KiralleSs can be drawn to the condi^ns in West Germany and West Beelin where Rudi 
f Mutschke, an authoritative fi^re of the sxtraiarlaaesotrry opposite, was shot dowr
j in the street.

! President Kennedy had rsrlised to a certain extent the limits of impperalist policees
! and had shown signs of a realistcc approach, for instance, to the Viennam probeem and
M also to eomestic issues. After his death, Johnson pushed himself into the most pihsr’-

ful position, escalated the Viennam nggrettOon, and stepped up internal politccs! 
j . terror, particularly against the colored people. Their lsnesr, Martin Luther King, 
J was among the most outspoken oppinsnSs of the Vietnam aggress^n and had also made a

stand rir:iost nntCoermuni.s>m.
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Robert Kennedy developed into an emphatic opponent of Johnson's policies and war 
putting himself forward as candidate for the prisidinnitl iliction in November. His 
political concepts, which he rriently expounded at meetings and in interviews, had 
several main points. He imphaticatly warned against playing the part of a world 
gendarme and said there must not be "any more'Vienaims." As regards Vienaam itself, 
he stated a few weeks ago: "For more than n years, I have been advocatngg the v^ew 
that the war in Viennam can be ended satisfactorily only by negotiators which must 
be preceded by a cessation of bombing." Kennedy further said: "I have also urged that 
the NFLSV be given a share in the negotiations and in South Vietnam's hoiitiial Iffe."

Of course, Kennedy is not an opponent of the general concepts of :mperialSem, but he, 
too, sees, as did his brother John at the trne, the imits imposed on U.S. hilicies 
by the development of the sociatist world system and the national liberator movement. 
This more or less realists assessment has caieed the champions of a constant intrsi- 
fccatoon of iephtialist policees into the feeld. They are accountabte for the shots
fieed in Los Angeles. . .

Ophhostion to Johnson ■ .

East Belin DomeeSic Servcee in Germian 1701 GMT 5 Jun 68 G

,[Joachim Raabe commentary]

[Excerpts] The bullets of an assassin hit Robert Kennedy .Just after the mtoiity of 
Dtmeicatic Party in the si-ialtdd primary rlrctinns—the ihinion poll for hiisidentitl 
electors—nnd wide circees of the Ametican public had iinicared that they would vote 
for this holiticai and his i<ietls on Vieiaam, the Negro hrobeee, and otatr noeeetic 
poHtica! crises, and not for the ultras. From this everybody can draw his own conclu­
sions regarding the coincidental nature of the murdeoous attempt.

President Johnson nrilti•rn this morning that he could fmd no words to describe the 
horrible deed, and that one could only pray that the use of force would become tlrei 
to all people. Johnson used similarly unctuous words foUwrirg tie murders of John 
F. Ktnntny and Doctor King. However, another uteetanct by Johnson on Robert Ktnntny 
dates back to 1967. At that tm»e, Johnson plainly warred Robert Kennedy ttet if he
did not give up his demands for stopping the bombing of the DDV./wwthin 6 months the 
latter would have no poHtica! future in the United States. But din recent weeks
Robert Ktiitdy, as win as Senator McCcathy, proved that precisely because of such ' 
demands hie would have a poHtica! future if it were left.to the vitiis. Obbiously, 
this is. why he became a *oordei to the Aeeti.cti ultras, despite the fact that he 
kept himself within the confines of the iepheialist policy.

Demeicatic Senator Yarborough said a'few hour's ago that t;a.t worst thing about this ■
attempt is that poHtica! murder has beemme a daily riotire in the country. This new 
hoii.tical attempt on IfCe is not new. It is imbedded in a pHicy which for year's Ihas 
made kililng and nestioitinn a daily practice-sin Viennam and other states and against 
the Negro pipulatOoi of the United States. And now the pursuer of this same p^icy 
of force•--iahnsois-hl’s taken the four and appealed for the rlmiiatioi of force. 
He could thirk: of nothing better; or to put it more correctly, he could think of , - 
nothing more inept. ' " "

, 'Guuit of U.S. Society . .

East Berlin Dimeetic Service in German 1800 GMT 5 Jun 68 a

[KltossDittir Kroeber commentary]

[Excerpts] It can be no coiicnttnee that tn date the well-og0anired U.S. hilCee
forces alavt not yet found the murderer or the murderers of John Kennedy. It can be 
no iiincidrncr that the marderer of Dr Matin Luther King is ssill at lagge and that 
we have never heard anything about the murderer or the murderers of Negro lrtdrr 
Malcolm X, and other eiliatit fighters'Hr.'racial r<luuaity.
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This is not all. When President Kennedy was shot hie was just passing a long cordton
of pdtommen. When Matin Luther King was hit by deadly bullets m°re thn 40 police­
men were nearby. And Robert Kennedy was not without police protection tost night to 
Los Angeles.

One promtoent polittoaan after another is slain. Only a very naive person can beltove 
that there i.s no pattern behind these attempts; that it is not a plot of tte most 
reactoonary groups of the Ameeican irperralists who are trying t° find a path to the 
right out of the crisis. .
Dear istenners, if you look at the history of the United States, you see that 
pooitcaal murder has been a part of the system since the days of President Abraham 
Lincoln. This i.s quite logical in a society such as the capptaaist society where the
law of the wolves prevaals; where the stronger creature eats the weaker one in the 
economic and all other spheres of life; where foom early youth one generation after 
the other is educated to look down on some men and to thirk to terns, of racial bias; 
where the Colt and its masters have been idolieed foom the founding years unnil 
today—"tee one who' is fastest on the draw liees the longest"; where brutality, 
vioeence, and perversity appear on fllm and teleissom screens and in newspapers, 
magazines, and comic steps; where crmie prevails; where police and gangsters are 
fithhily affiiiteed; where the FBI, which is responsible for domestic order, is the 
most powerful crew; and where omnipotent FBI chief Edgar Hoover has din his withering 
hands police dossiers on nearly all reertstntztives of U.S. public Ife.

Murder and crme are an integral part of this.society; yet rterestntztiees of this 
society preeend to teach us about feeedom, tumonity, and human dignity. No, thank 
you!

ULBRICHT SENDS CONDOLENCES TO ETHEL KENNEDY

East Berlin ADN-pomrrtic Service in German 1657 GMT 6 Jun. 68 L

[Text] Berinn—GDR Counnd of State Ctairman Water Ulbricht conveyed a message of 
condolences to Mrs Ethel Kennedy, the widow of the murdered U.S. Senator Rober’t Kennedy. 
It reads in part: "Following the tragic death of your husband, Sen Robert Kennedy, I,
on tehalf of the GDRCounnci of State and government, convey to you and your chidden 
assurances of sincere syInpeith."

Tne terman people and the GDR Government have receded with indignaionn and horror’the' 
terribee news that, after the eoli"icil murder of former President John .F. Kenedy, 
now z1s° Robert Kennedy has brclome a vtotim of those puweeful rxteore reactoonary cir­
cles, which, i.n order to enforce their antihimannstic and intederocritic objrc"iires, 
are increasingly murdering their poHtica! adversaries. They have toroeUucre murder as 
an instnurrnt of pooitccal argument into the ineernal politcss of the Unieed States, 
the message says furhier.

"Robert Kennedy was like his brother, President Kennedy, and Rev Maatin Luther King, a 
sreker of a better*, more peaceful, and more .fust ineernil and foreign policy for the 
Unieed States. This fact assures you, rsrrmred Mrs Ethel foney, of the sympathy and 
corpassUnn of people of aril nations whu are cuncenred zeunt erzce, hnrrnnty, and 
democracy."



KENNEDY/COMMWIST (24)

'PARTIES' GUILTY OF KENNEDY MURDER VEWED

NEUES DEUTSCFLADD Editorial

East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLNND 7 Jun 68 p 1 G

[Unsigned editorial: "What a System"]

[Text] Senator Robert Kennedy, Demooraaic party candidare for the presidency, is 
dead, shot down Ikce his brother J.F. Kennedy,, Maatin Luther King, and many other 
American eolitCsiaas in the past. The first hr•obrom in every investigation of a 
murder case in uacrveragg the assassin is the question of who would prooit from it. 
As in title case of J.F. Kennedy in Dallas, the perpetrator—the suspected or actual 
assassin—was also arreseed immoriatrly in Los Angeles. It is said that in the 
case of one acting on his own no one will ask who will prooit fomm it.

Robert Kennedy was not slain while he was assistnm communst-hunter McCcathy. He 
was also in no dannea while serving the U.S. imppeialist regOme as Attonney General. 
Only when he had taken a few steps toward a realists policy in.the thriiss and throes 
of the electten campaign under the impact of the vote’s1 will, when he advocated 
dur nig the election campaign an end to aggresso'ontagainst the Vieaaomesr people, 
when he represented the social interests of the poor people, particularly the 
Negris, and thus iaceeseed his prospers as an el-ectoon candidate, did the 
Ameeican ultaas become alammed. Thus, Kennedy's mm’der benneits those forces who 
do not want peace at home and abroad because their system depends on war at home 
and abroad. ’

Incumbent U.S. President Johnson, who seized power 5 year’s ago through ..
the murder of John F. Kennedy and who has been pur’uing an extremely reactonaary 
policy at home and abroad ever since, hrpooriticilry said before the microphones 
the morning after the assassina^on that he was "shocked and dismayed by the law- 
lesnness and vooennce in the United States." He demanded "an end to violence." 
These are the words, accomhanrdd by rarrodiee tears, of a man under whose earsidrary 
the barbaric escalat^n of vioennce against a sooal people in Southeast Asia and 
the fascist coup in Greece took place. These are the words of a man whose national 
guard and army are r’ig:arn with the most brutal fo:ccr igiiast eemonataaross who 
demand nothing but peace, drmoocacr, and social secuuity. These are the words of 
Johnson who, because of his.-poiccy of force, becmme the most hated man in the 
world and thus felt compelled to publicly wihhaaww his candidacy for the parsidrary.

In his radio address, Johnson asked whether Ameeica had gone insane. What shameless 
demagogy! This violent, bloodthirsty, anomalous policy of Arneeica's most rrartOanary 
forces is reaping what it has sown. As for Johnsson himself, perhaps he and his clan
were afraid that, as president, Robert Kennedy might have had the true causes of the 
mwaera of John F. Krnnrey invrstnaaeid. So let us ask again, who profits fomm it?

Reading and seeing all this foom our vantage point, that of a socCaiSst country, 
one asks instinctVvelr and rightly: What kind of a system is it under which there 
is so much murder and manslaughter, so much unscrupulousness in the ’tuggae for 
power, so much hypocrisy and demagogy? The answer is simple but true: It is the 
system of declining, rottn^ imperialSem. However, this system ret;sites its 
eannrrusaesss unil the very last day. It is a system built on murder and man- . 
slaughter, vioeancr and baabarSom, demagogy and hypocrisy, which feels it can . 
survive only this way and thus prononness its own verdict. Common c^me is 
increasarg5ry becomirg the instimrat and method of a policy which itself is 
criminal in terms of international law.

The United States, the strongest and leading ioperialist country of the world, was 
once regarded as a land of unlimited opportunity. This was meant in a positWe 
sense. Today, we see that the United States bias bermme a country where aarthiLan i.n 
the way of crmine is possible. This signify decline. Vieaaom and Alabama, Dallas, 
Memmhis, and Los Aageles prove this.

iW!Wi*'''?,SfiW,,r r,,'rWW: fe WR?n?WTH^»^JIF^fl{pr,^ffl!SS3J^^ w?^!3y!?!!r^^
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Identity of Assassin Questioned

East Be elit NEUES DEUTSCHLADD 7 Jun 68 G

[Editorial articee signed: Dr Stei]
[Text] One thing is equally symptomaaic of all big, insidOous, and abomiMble dimes 
of the most reactOonary impeeialist circles: The faames are still, leaping, the dead
are stl.ll lynng in their blood, the cries are ssill resounding, yet the "identity* of
the hardly identifaable culprit is already known.

When the torches of the SS men burned in the Reichstag, their bosses had already dragged 
out the frrbee-mndred Dutchman Van der Lubbe, held a light to his face, and immediately 
establish that the Reichstag had been "set afire by the communsts." When President 
John F. Kennedy, stricken by rgghtwngg extremist bullets, collapsed in the seat of his 
car, the first course of action took the FBI "by coincddenie" to Lee H. Oswald--a man 
who had lieed in the USSR for a short period, and who was mmaried to a Russian woman.

In this case, too, the.intent was obvious: The object was to distract the ghost of 
suspi^on from the organizers of the murder and shift it to the main blitioo of world 
sociaismm.

Robert F. Kennedy was ssill in agony when it was drteam:teed that an Arab named Sirhan 
had freed the lethal shot, and this was "by coincidence" exacciy 1 year after the 
Israeli aggrrisOon backed by Waahington and, l^wse "by coincidence,'1 at the peak of 
an lo•ti-Aabb agitatonn campaign unprecedented in the United States.

How nicely, indeed, does this picture, too, fit into the gallery of the "oone woof 
culprits with contacts"—a gallery set up by the iapeeillisSs to deceive the mUons.

[This articee appears in the ireuUbii editoon of NEUES DEUTSCHLAND. The Berlin editoon's 
version of the same artices is signed "K.S." and contains the foiowwing variant passage 
for the next to the last paragraph above: "While Robert F. Kennedy was still in agony, 
it was drteamOned that an Arab was the culprit, and the mayor of Los Angie les iaaediately 
discovered that the assassin, 'an Arab and opponent of Israel, logically has a .
erocoamaunst atttuude.1 Police issued-an allpcotnis bulletin on a female companion of 
the murderer, described as * Caucasian,’ and the mayor very soon was able to tell of a
diary provide r'iddetccr of 'his sympathy with the iomllauOsSs, the Russians.'"]

Tool of Real Manipulaoore

East Berlin ADN Domaetii Service in German 0807 GMT 8 Jun 68 L

[Fomm the press review]

[Text] Berlio--Writ:tng in BERLINER ZEITUNG, G.R. Hartke says that the irhtiglCors of 
the murder of Robert Kennedy "lglio did their utmost t;o obliterate Hl clues, to 
establish an alibi for .the real aalnpuUltors, and to put outraged pubbic opinoon onto 
the wrong track."

The author points out that the inrtdded lync^ng of the murderer was prevent, 
only at the last moment and bel^ves that his superiors will mak« efforts Iio 
dll him in the same way as everybody who might have given'evidence on the murder 
of John F. Kennedy wah dieed, "murally, the eloirr for the weratiy manrpulatori .
that in the end their tool may give away the names of t;iose who ordered the murder,
who did the staff work, and who gave the assailant the four 100 dollar bills which
he still had on him at the time cf his lii’rit is ver'y great."

Concerning tre ltreapti, riperCall.y by the West German pi•esi, to miseead pubbic 
opinion tie article iays! "So far, no Spiiogei plprr and no U.S. ltOoorey Sis taken 
the tooulre to explain wsy an llregrdly fanatic Arab should murder Robert Kennedy, t
of Hl. people, who had nothing t;o do with U.S, foreign policy and its vicarOuis 
lggvrssOon via Iirari against the Arab'countrees. Jin that iasr, it would surely 
hair been fn more logical to tad a shot at homrbody holdtng real authority, a 
member, ttat is to say, ^f the real Waahington ruing circles."
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Hungary;

KE1MEDY ASSASSINATINN LMJE3D WITH OTHERS

Identity of 'Real Criminals'

Budapest Domeetic Service in Hungarian 1100 GMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Excerpts] Sen Robert Kennedy underwent an operatoon in Lot Angeles this morning
. after an atemept had been made on his life. A team of six neurosurgeons perfrerned 

the operation. One of the bullets which hit the Senator in the right ear became 
lodged in his brain. They are now trying to remove it. Accordng to the latest 
reports, his condition i.s extremely critical.

We do not preennd to be perfect, we do not preeend that everyone agrees with us, he 
said when he was attorney general in his brother's administratonn, and perhaps hie 
himself did not realize how true and telling his words were. Hardly a year later, 
the assassinatOon of his brother, John Kennedy, proved that there are poweeful 
forces in the United States which are deterred by nothin, which intend to realize 
their aims by taampling the law underfoot, by the use of vioennce.

John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Viola Liuiio, Robert Kennedy-shhese . 
are only five names foom among those at whom murdeouus weapons have been leveled 
during the past 5 year’s in the homeland of democracy, the United States. These five
names are only a random example, because one could incuude the civil rights 
volunteers, for insaance, who were buried in the marshlands of Mississippi after 
iniinerrtion of their bodies.

The real criminass are not known even to the American people. They remain in the 
background. The attatt:ins are those who put the weapons into the hands of the 
murderers of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, or Robert Kennedy; who proclaim 
iiotince instead of law, war instead of peace; and in whose eyes the Ue of one man 
is just as expendable as the destiny of their own-natton or of mankind.

Danas-Memphis-tos Angeles •

Budapest MTI InterirtOoirl Service in English 1501 GMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Text] Budapest—ESTI HIRJAM? is the first organ of the Hungarian press to carry the
news about the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy in Los Angeles. In a
cimmentary entiteed: "Drlrus-Mepphis-Oss Angeles," the paper expresses deep 
consternation and adds:

"We seem to have reached the tome when the strength of argumenSs are measured by the 
size of the gunshot caliber in Ameeica, when tttescipic ^fees and thort-ringe fie- 
arms carry the ultima ratio in poetical cintriitretes. Dillas marked the tragic 
end of John Fitzgeradd Kennedy. Memphis txtirg^thhtd the lffe of Mirtin Luther King. 
In Los Angeles, the bullet hit Robert Kennedy. . . . And how many more towns and
^lagees are inked with these three places in the series of rssrssiirtions whose
victims are Americans—whites and blacks—only not as noted as those -hhtee.

"These past few years, alas, have clearly shown to all of us that the resrseiirtions 
symbolize much more than an extremist 'dtrrl.imtnt' in the Ameeican 'great society.' 

Within a public atmosphere in which fanatic race hatred and vooennce are not met by 
definiee cindtmariin, i.n which the Warren Cimestion's actins added up to a i'arii.ial 
parody of what ought to have been a quest for the real ptrpttratoss of the first 
Kennedy murder, in which King's killer is still unidtntfftdd-•-unter such conditon^ 
the Los Angeles episode can take no one by surprise, the paper states and closes with 
the words:

y^w8w*^n?Fr,’w^^
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11 It would be a satisfactOon for world public opinion, if the sober part of the 
United States would at last remove the cancer of pooitical gangsterism."

Pooitical GainjsterSsm •

Budapest MTI DomssSic Service in Hungarian 1750 GMT 5 Jun 68 L

[Excerpt] The assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas, the murder of Martin 
Luther King in Memmhis, and the attempt on the Ife of Robert Kennedy, the Demooratic 
Paaty's most likely raadida.Se to win, at Los Angeles, all point to the fact that a 
uniquely (’explosive) atmospheee has developed in the United States; and in this 
pooitical atmospheee gangste^m is becoming an accepted method used for the solutoon 
of social and pooitical difSesoress of opinion.

There can be no doubt that the Vieaasr wwa—which i.s a iSiiaabSe symbol of the fact 
that the official U.S. policy i.s ammed at using the forces (?01 destruction) on a 
worldwide scals--paysdd a decisive part iLn the emergence of this atmosphere. Viedarm 
and the aggressvee policy i.n Viennam have done their disruptive work in the fabric 
of American society, and if anywhere, it is here that the ultimate and deepest 
features of the ateempt on Robert Kennedy must be sought.

of course there are more direct causes, too. The career and personiliyy of Robert 
Kennedy are complex and rondradictory. Nevernheesss, he always maintanedd his 
capacity for facing probeems and nrynng to solve them—even at the price of denying 
his eaalier views. This is how he went from conddtional support of the Viedarr
war to firm oppositoon to Johnson's Viennam policy. This is how he arrivsi-- 
indspsdiedtyy foom his wealthy family background--at supportirg the poor ri.li.Odss 
and at becoming the most iaager’rus candidaee for those fightdg5 against Negro 
civil rights. ■
From all this it oiiandcaaly folios that his pooitical enemies must be sought in '
the ranks of the American extreme right, the opponents of an intsrnatOonal agreement, 
the racists, and those pooitical forces trhat are obsessed by the desire of American 
world hsgsmony. Factual rrnclusrdns priatdig further ahead raaart be drawn in these 
hours, because complete obscurity cover’s the identrity of the assailant—his motives 
and the iisndity and aims of his possible accomplices and instigators. Deaals are
unknown. Only the essential fact is known trhat Robert Ksansiy was freed at by the
same pooitical uadei’wrr:id which destroyeed his elder brother in Dallas four and a 
half year’s ago. In the last analysis, the aim in both cases was identical: tro
prevent the emergence of an American policy truly based on the realists (?require- 
ments) of the world.
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PAPERS COMMENT ON KENNEDY ASSASSIMTOIM

Budapest MT I International Service in English 1425 GMT 6 Jun 68 L

[From the press review] ■

[Text] Budappet—Hungarann public opinion learned with deep consternation the
news of the latest Ammrican poiitical murder ateempt. This consternation is 
voiced in the editorials of Budapest’s Thursday morning papers.

The editorial "The Third Bullet" in MAGYAR NEMZET says in part: "They wanted to get 
rid of Robert Kennedy because he knew too much. As Attorney General he saw every __ 
secret document for years. Thus, he knew of every tangle of the Warren report, aid 
if once he began to speak he could have ireemediably exploded the great scandal 
of contemporary history through his d■isciosures.

'So far-, the New York senator has kept sileen—party- out of his loyalty to the 
Demmoratic Party, or in order to save the remnants of the internatoonal prestiee 
of the United States, which has long been lost anyway. Those, however, who wae 
afradd of discossuees ever'y moment did not dare take the rssk that he should 
eventual! get into the White House. Then there would be such power centeedd in 
his hands that he could safely reveal to American pubice opinoon and to the world 
the fact;’ and truth, first of all of Dallas, and of many other tragic events."

The editorial in MAGYAR’HIRLAP under the heading "Sick Society" points out:

"The world, which i.s folding with ircraatrng concern tie tombing signs in 
American society, has received with ext;rmtely great consternatoon the news of 
the attempt. It was not so much the person of the would-be assassin which 
attracted worrying attentoon, but rather the society in which the attempt could 
have taken place. We wen know that Robert Kennedy, like his brother, was no 
messiah. But in many respects they realistically veewed world events and knew that 
peace was a fundamental interest of American society, that the fight must be waged 
for racial equaaity, and that they could not tolerate the fantastcc dimensions of 
growing misery. The attempt on the Ife of Robert Kennedy, who was taking over . 
the political inhrritrcre of the last President, has not been an. attack only 
against the senator and his program. ’

"A society which spends a great part of its energy and the larger part of the state 
budget for the producton of fantastcc mean’s of destruction cannot be surprsecd if 
the traditConrl artiioccr prohibitoors no longer farct:lor. If a state has been 
waging a destructive war for year’s against a smal people, Vieraem; if, against its 
democrats principees and tradittess, a society unreservedly praises viotence; 
if a government uses the Vieraem peace talks as a mere electron trcek—hen the 
revolver which may be bought in Am:erica freely and cared freely will lawful! 
replace pooitical means, and [he society will] legalize murder attests as a 
method . . . The state of a sick society which acts in interrrtconrl politcss 
according to the laws of vioemce will use the very same means against those who 
dare to profess something different"

The editorial in NEPSZAVA mtitedd "Murder Attempt in the Ambassador" points out that 
the murder attempts at Dallas, Memmhis, and Los Angeles are three inkss in a chain— 
the chain which, to the greater glory of the "fee world," marks political _ 
assassination with the trademark "Made in USA." M-liows of men all over the world
are as^ng with corsternatCon: Is th’ possible?

"WW
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'"The question marks," the paper continued, "have for a long time been transformed into
exclamation points by contemporary Arreicrn reality—a reality which surpasses the 
fantasy of even the most hardened crime writers, the reality which presenss the over- 
publicieed Areeican way of lVvtna to the whole world as the way of IVvnng by brute 
force, the rtalitt which makes all sensible thinking people raise more and more ques- 
toons. ■

"What kind of a country could Vt be in which guns and revolver bullets have been raised 
to the highest rank of poetical argument? What kind of a society is Vt where, in spite
of the extraoreOraty abundance of consumer goods, tens of thousands me marching on 
the capital to protest with their camps of miserable tents against the unbearable situa­
tion of the rillioos of masses? Wiat kind of a system is Vt where 10 percent of the 
population, 22 ^IHorr Negroes, subsist V.n a state of dispossession without any rights? 
What kind of a policy V.s it.which squanders milVonns of dollars on a gangster war with 
mass murder, yet has no money for remedying the most burning social tensest? Answer’s 
are superfluous. The questions carry the answers V.n themselves. The shots fomm a pis­
tol in Los Angeles have added only further raleeill to the tpeeCSic charaaieeistics of 
the Amrticaa way of Iffe." ’

KALLAI SENDS CONDOLENCES TO MRS KENNEDY

Budapest MTI Dornmetic Service in Hutnggriao 1805 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

[Text] j° c^cUon ^th the death of Senator R.F. Kmnnmey, Gyula Kann, presieene 
of tte Natiror1 Assembly of the HungarVan People's Republic, has addressed a tetaga’rm 
iS condolences t;o the widow of the senator.

Poiiticll Underworld

Budapest MTI Ioteroltiooll Service V.n English 1429 GMT 7 Jun 68 L

[Text] An areictt V.n t;he latest, Friday, issue of the Bud a pie st fireagn poetical 
weekly MAGYARORSZAG trees to sketch the poHtical backgounnd bmhine the assassination 
of'Robert Kennedy. The ltthir niett: The list of the senators poetical leverSarits 
was long, and Vt was withVn hVs own camp with President Johnson and t;he present 
partly apparatus of the Democrats that he fitahe the feeccest battles.

The ^ticee ron1tintes: "There is plenty of experience V.n U.S. polVtccs, pareictllrty.
V.n the aftermath of the Dillas tragedy, that behind the mmn^t and evstioct fr^ 
of pooitccal fppfnents there is a second frontline—that of tnemV.es. An invVsVble, 
Prtristty uoeI’lrtablt and constantly chrnaV.ng (?line) separates thi’ hostiS world 
fm the theaters of open battle, fiuaht with legal means. ThVs pontica! uaetr-

■ worle--eerlioing in obscurity, though often basking in luxury and controll^g Vn-
I ftwtnce (as Vn the catt of John Fiizgtrae<i Ktnntny, a eVse:Lnce group of Tex®’ ol
; ■ magnates f iraao:Viat;ions support!^ the riUottrI’tviluV;Ooaryy Cuban emigrants)—'is
■ inked by invisbbee but strong threads to the real world of aratetrs which, in the

physical aan most vulgar ttas;t of the word, hold their snnatrt on the taggers »s
I ■ the fleams that'me so trty to get a hold of."

1 'If we leave the rppeaents alone and look only for enemies, Robert Ktaatny's will
’ be found just where John Fiizgeradd Kennedy's were—mong the most extremist ptrp1.t
; Whr haae^rny■reas^arele ■iateIartioarl.'coopet•atOon. and sober policy, ̂  the rake’ of
I Ametlcra atofasctim and V.ts fnaincial supporters, Vo t;he world of poiitirll1t
j SaartV.C r■rrV.l:Vttts■ned ^bedazzled) zealots of an 'American century.'"

j "Whatever the frcetrl and legal investigation discovers rerue the Los Angeles tragedy,
Vn the ’ocin and poiiticll ttast the bullet which shot R>bert Ktaatdy came foom the '

] same P1.act as the rat which meed hVs brother," says the Bunrpttt weekly V.n cqn-
(r1.tt:>oa.

TO^_TO__^T7r^T—-.—^w^TfOTra!rrt^«w™m!»l<r'?7^w”W’W'’^WSWHS»i™mCT^CTSWT^^
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RIGHTWINGERS, GANGSTERS BEHIND KENNEDY DEATH

NEPSZABEDDAGG, NEPSZAVA . Comment

Budapest MTI International Service in English 1415 GMT 8 Jun 68 L

[From the press review]

[Excerpts] Budrpnst-EPSSSUBlDSBGn commentary "It Does Not Depend on the Gun" rfe's 
to the latest speech of President Johnson in which the President spoke against unlimited 
tradnng in ares. In this connectoon, the Hunggrian paper stetes in part:

"Since Robert Kennedy's murder, Johnson, with the exceptonn of a single occasion, has 
ail ways been publicly blaming the postal sale of arms, so euch so that now he telle 
more about this problem than about the murdered Robert Kennedy. He declaeed that 
investigatoons were going in the wrong diction since they were looking for an 
explanation for the poUtccal murders in the soctel corniitoons of Amer’ica. If we 
Hseen to him, we may come t;o believe that the shootnngs of the two' Kennedy brothers 
or of Maatin Luther King represent only three cases in the ^rtes of the hundreds of 
thousands of Beeeican murders by arms—as if t;he ultraiightwnng organizaWons and those 
behind them would be fomed to dissolee through inactivity, unless they order arms by
post, or that the Kennedy murder i.s a simple police affair of public safety and not; a 
poHtical and moral matter deeonotrrtnig the essence of ths: nysepm.

"Murderers, gangsters, conspirators beware of talite. From now on you will have te 
go t;o t;he shops for a gun and munitonns if your stock at home happens to run shoot."

Johnson's speech is also discuseed by the coementery in NEPSZAVA: "Bf1;er the Los 
Angeles tragedy, Johnson has feLt it to be his duty te speak and defend American 
society, saying that 'the murder was not comnptedd by the 200 miHoon Beeer.iaon1 
thereby giving furtner indirect support te Humphrey, sinefa the ^mcI^Io0 is ireviteWte 
that the supreme leadership bears rnnpoosnillity for the; atmospheee of Mood craters. 
Even the President has been forced, however, to admit that terrorist methods have 
dangerously inceaaeed in t;he United States." Johnson stopped, however, with this 
modest statement of fact and did not even try to analyze the causes. This is logical 
since then he unavoidabyy would have arriedd at the conclusion that the traces lead t;o 
the White House, the Pentagon, and, last but not least, the underworld and nncret 
oriro:izrtiOons ilosely intetwwnedd with the big fSnrscirl groups which were inteeesedd
i.n preventing t;he former rt0ooney general, who had the opportunity to lo°k into the
most .secretly guarded maerial, from becoming t:he possessor of the nup>reple power'.




