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I' JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC RGANCY. Daily News. Bulletin .June 11, 19W " 
Father of Alleged Assassin of Sen. Kennedy Coming To U.S. To Help His Son

JERUSALEM, June 10 (JTA)—Bi'shara Salameh Sirhan, whose son is accused of the assassin­
ation of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, annoinccdd today that he was going to the United! States soon to help the 
son whom, he had said earlier, deserved to be hanged. He also was quoted today as blaming the martyred 
Senator for his own death because of his “anti-Aaab statements." The former Jerusalem civil servant del 
not expiate why he had abruptly changed his mind regarding his son and the late Senator he had formerh 
extolled, nor did he say who was providing the funds for the journey from his West Bank viRage to Eos 
Angeles. He charged yesterday that Mr. Kennedy had “intulted the Arabs enough."

(In New York, the Wall Street Journal editorially rejected contentions that the attatsteatinn wi—s 
a further inricat.ion of moral coHapse in this nation and termed the contention “nonsense.” The paper si.■r 
“it is pirticuiarly strange since,, as it happens, Robert Kennedy was killed by an alien, an Arab fanatic 
living here. The attatsteati<nn was a gruesome act of violence bred of violence — but it was a violence

■ primari! of t:he Middle East:, not the United States.
(Hugh D. Ruchinciott, Jr., president of the Holy Land Center-, deplored, in a letter to the New 

York Times today t.he “unfortunate implccation that this beastly act had some connection with t;he Arab- 
Israeli confli.ct.” He expressed concern that the attatsteatfon had been foHowed by many anti-Aaab 
ttatements on the streets of New York and said “we cannot and should not generalize the guilt, neither 
toward the people of Jordan and t;hie Arabs." The center promotes Middle East tourism and is primirily 
supported by Jordan.) .
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Fifty-nine threats made
■ against Hrhan’s life

, v g [JERUSALEM POST. June 12, 19681
■ LOI ANGELES (UPI). —_R total of 59 threats against the life of lirhan B. ■ 
lirhan have been received by authorities over the past five days and jailers yes- _ 
terday mainaaind strict security around the accused assassin of Robert F. Ken- ' 

------- - ----- ,. „------ mdy.
Thee telephoned threats, including those 

. from nine callers who threatened to use
‘ bombs to break into lirhan’s heavily- .

' guarded cell, hit a peak of 29 last Satur­
day, the day after the suspect was ar- 
Taigaed.

The sheriff's department, heeding a 
court-ordered news blackout on pre-trial 

• statements, refueed to confirm or deny the 
threats, but other sources said the calls 
includrd many demanding that authorises . 
"turn him over to us."

The sweeps “order re publicity" is­
sued last Friday by Superior Judge Arthur 
Alarcon forMds witdesess, public officials 
and attorneys from discusstog the case 
under threat of contempt of court:.

The order sfienced. most sources except 
Los Angers Mayor lam Yorty, who in an ’ 
interview publihdrd in the Manchester J 
(New Hampshire) "Unoon Leader" re- ( 

, peaeed his contention that lirhan "was 
strongly influtcded by Communist irdt>- 
logy and was strongly pro-Communist.” I

Mr. Yorty was served wit:h the order .' 
. on Monday in his office and said he “cer- '.

tainty will abide" by it:. "The court order I
• rir not for some strange reason apply to

newspapers,", he said. The mayor said , 
, during two news condedeness last week }

t;hat the diaries kept by lirhan con^aidrd • 
. the statement that “Kennedy must die by :

June 5, 1968s" the first anniversary of the ? 
Arab-ssaaeii war. ;

lirhan still has not said a word t:o any- ’ 
. one about the fatal shotting of Kennedy, ,

and has shown no remeses, t:he sheriff's : 
office sa.ir:. .

In Rabat, the Efooocaan opposittn)l party 
daily “L,Opinton." san ydsidrray that the 
Kennedy aeeaesinatton was probably mas- 
ter-min<ier by Zionists.

In Amman, "Rl Destour" eritoriaily 
criticized the "doubte loyalty of American 
Jews and the exploitaUon of U.S. policy 
in favour of Israel and its aims in the 
Mme East." It arred, "this policy prob­
ably focced lirhan to think and behave as 

' . a young Arab who found U.S. leadess and
politicians ... adoptess and protectors of 
a foreign st:ai:t of Israel.”

In New York, the head of the pro-Arab 
organization, AcUon Committee for Amer­
ican-Arab rda-Hons, M. T. Mehdi, said 

. yceterday t:hat the K<innedy assaseinai:ton
“reflected the frustaatinn of many Arabs 

. with American poUticauis. who have sold
tthe Arab people of Patesi;ide to the 
Zionist Jewish voters." ’ '
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i , was small and looked boyish," the most- 
t- recent former employer of the accused ' 
'. • assassin of Sen. Robert Kennedy said 

this week in an interview with the Dutch
, daily "Het Parool." "He could be taken 
; for a 15-ye:ir-old boy. Ths, I think, was 

precisely one of his great frustrations.
, He wanted to be ■ a man — a big and 

real man — about whom the whole world 
it trlkld.,’
r Jean Henri Weddner, educated in Hol­
', . land, is the owner of a haalShrfooe shop

' in - Pasadena, California. Sirl-an Sir-han ' 
. worked for Mr. Weidner for five months » 

as a jack-or~an-traee<i but was dismsssed 
early in April. Mr. Aidner said he hired 
Sirhan at the request of Sirhan's mother, .

‘ whom he knew well. '
. "The US., in Sirhan's view, was al- • 
■ ways wrong," Mr. Weidner said. "Ameri- 
( can policy in Vietnam was entirely wrong:

American policy regarding Israel was com- ; 
• pletely wrong. I sometmnss had the im- ■ 
, pressten he leaned toward aoarchyl"

Sirhan was hmbitteus, his- former em- • 
ployee continued. "I often debated with 

, him, but it was a somewhat' frusrrating 
experience as Sol — that's what his mo­
ther caHed him — was always comptete- 

• ly convinced that he himself was right.
"Sol wanted to become a great man, 

and his mother behoved that ths was i 
indeed possibte. He thought that he could ! 
reach this target on his own account. | 
I don't beUeve that he had friends. I ‘ 
never saw him with a giri-rriodr, and 
as far as I know he was not a member , 
of any club or organization — he was ' 

- just a small ambitious ioeivldualist" Mr.
Wiedner said he knew -that Sirhan 
sometimes met with other Arabs.

U.S. investigation '
S.D. Kenem reports from Washington:' 
A Sepubiiann Congressmen has calk’d 

on the UtS. Attonncy■Glnlral to invluilgate 
the "foreign dii-ecHon” of Commumst 
and Arab propagaeda “promoting vtetence 
hnd terrorism among young peo^e in 
the U.S." . -

Sep. Joel T. Broyhlll of Virgin-a said 
that Sirhan reportedly was "active in 
extremist agitation of Arab and so-caUed 
New Left siuelni circles' at Pasadena 

, .State College.” Io a speech on the floor 
. of Congress Wednesday,- Mr. Eroyhill 

, said that the ausasuinalion was “in ob- 
vous conformity with the stated aims of' 
the Fatah."

The Communsst aim, he said, “is to ‘ 
keep the Midell East issue iof-amle to 
stampede us into making a hauiy and un- 

■ satisfactory wtthdaawal from Vietnam...”
He said a further step has been taken — 
the export of terrorism. The Arabs and 
the Communists he said, "have moved 
from the guerrilla tactics ofrihe Arabs 
agalout Israel to the auuasulnatinn of 

t American politkiums insHe the U.S." 1
* Mr\ BroyhiU caHed for an iovlutigar
• ton to eeternline who rinanees the or- ;

ganization of Arab studenss and wheihlr •. it has links with foreign embassies or '
; with Sioklly Chrmtehael.

. trial in U.S.
' June 14. 1968! ■ . -

. u , ByRNRMSRFRM ‘ ..
• J'euuaalmn Post Reporter
• BiuCara Sirhan, father of the man 
'charged with the huuassinatinn of Senator 
'Robert Kennedy, is thinking of going to 
the U.S. for his sons trail. Mr. Sirhan, who

• 'lives in Taiyacr, in Israll-ClIe territory, 
.applied to the Mib-ry Governor ' at Sa­

' ’ mal-aCyesteeday’for a permit to visit Am-- 
.man, and told The Post that he wanted to, 
‘g-o there "to draw some money from a pri- 
:vate bank hccount." He naeeee the money 
so that he would be prepared if he eacidae

..to-.go-to the U.S. ’ ’ .
/ His sons chsa has been ult for June 28.

’ Mr. Sirhan dinted categorically that he 
Cae, hppeated to the Israel autcorittes for 
help either -in formanites connected with, 
.the .trip ,to the U.S. or in connactten ’ 
.with .a foreign currency allocatiO>nl He 
.‘wound ask help from nobody," he add.

. So far he . had appited only for the 
travel. permit to Amman. ' '

, Mir. Sirhan expresed his satisfaction at •
the appoioimloi of Wilbur 'Ilittlfiteld, the

‘ Eos Angetes Deputy CCllf Public Defen- _ 
der, as his son's counsel "I have alrlaey ' 
learned he ’is one of the best jurists 
tClrl," he commented.

In London, an arttete in the "Evennng 
Staoeare'' said ylutereay that an Arab 
Government had avldence ■tCai Sirhan Sir- 
han’ returned to the Middle East in 1964 
and 1966, reports A.P. The arttete, by Jon 
Kimohe, sadd ths avldencc coudd open a 
new line of inveuiigation into the motiva- 
Uon for the Kennedy shooting, hne the or­
ganization bahind it. The Arab Govatnr- 
ment, which, was not ielntiited, was for­
warding its findings to Un UH.

Kimche said that in 1964 Sirhan re- 
• turned to. the Middle East for savan 

months, of which four were spent in Dr- 
mascus. There was no indication where he 
spent the oiCer three months.

Hie spent a longer time: in the Middle 
Aaui in 1966, including five months n 
Cairo. He returned to the U.S. at the be­
ginning of 1967.

Kimche said iCri the investigation had 
also uncovered, a number of oi;Ce.r facts on 
Sirhan’s background which varied with 
aarlier acco>uiiUs of his pautl

His full name was given as SlrCan Bi- 
uhhra. SirCr.n Abu Khatar. He was first 
brought to the U.S. at the nge of four in 
1948, not in 1957, rs earlier belteved, uhie 

■ Kimche. The recoreu showed SlrCao re­
returned to the US. iCrt same year, and 
rt the age of 13, married Leila. Yousef Mi- 
khac) in Es Salt, near Amman, on June 27, • 
1957. He returned to Un US. iCri same 
year, and his wHe jonned him three mooiCs 
later. .

The paper said that the Arab Govern­
ment was convinaed t.Cri its investigation 
was corrlci. but had asked i.Crt it be 
checked with the findings of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. . . .

wwn’W
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[JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY. Daily News Bulletin. June 14, 1968] _
London Newspaper Reports That Kennedy’s Alleged Assassin Returned To Mid-East Twice

■ LONDON, June 13 (JTR)-Thie Evening Standard reported today that an unidentified Arab Govern­
ment has produced starting new evidence on the background of lirhan Sir-han, the accused assassin of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, and is supplylng the Unked States with information that "may open up an 
entirely new line of inquiry into the motivation and organization' of the Kennedy xnwdter.

According to a front page article by Jon Kimche, the new information shows that lirhan, whose 
full name is given as lirhan Bisrara lirhan Abu Khatar, was first brought to the United Itat.es in 1948, 
at the age of four, not in 1957 at the age of 12, as previously annoirnced and that he returned to the Middle 
East three times for extended periods. The purported record also shows, according to Mr'. Kimche, that 
he was married near Amman, Jordan, on June 27, 1957 (if correct, he was 12 years old at the time) and 
that he relum(e to the OTddle East i.n 1964 and 196(6. In the former year, he reportedly spent seven months 
there, four of them in Damascus. In 1966, his stay inc^udoi a five month stretch in Cairo. He retomed to the t 
Uniedi States early in 1967. The Arab Government, said Mi-. Kimche, is convlnceei that its r^ords are ac­

curate but they are being sent to the United States to check against information developed by the ।
FBI. '

State Department Says It Has No Evidence On Sirlian Return Trips j

WASHINGTON, June 13 (JTA)—Staee Department spokesman Robert J. McCloskey said today 
in response to queries about t;he London report that State Department information is that Sirhan Bashira 
Sirhan came to the U.S. in January,, 1957, with his family and it has no evidence that he left America and 
returned to the Middle East subsequently.

Official sources in the Departments of State and Justice discioced today that the Government hr. . 
much more information on Sirheni than has been made public. But while the Government will no eolbt pro 1 
vide the prosecution with any evidence needed to convict the accused, there is no intention of disclosnig J
any of the facts at this time, they said.

Justice Department attorneys cited previous revelations of alleged evidence against Urban by | 
Eos Rngcll!s Mayor Samuel Yorty and compands by the American Civil Liberties Union that this com- ,
prom’sd Sirhan's right to a fair trial. But State Department officials have stressed that in the interes’s ,
of naaioeal security they must suppress any findings that might inflame passoons against the Arabs. At 
this juncture, it was pointed out;, the U.S. is trying tto rebuild its rehttions with the Arab states that suf­
fered badiy in the aftermath of iast June's Six-Day War.

A top priority is the avoidance of any disclosure that might embarrass the Administration's polo , I 
of rearmlng Jordan and its support of the Hussein regime, it was reported. Ncvcrthclctt, Congressmen 
have started to speculate that the assasslnatien was in line with the prociaimle terrorist policies of El

• Fatah, the principal Arab guerrilla band that operaees against Israel, mainly fr-om bases in Jordan,
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MIDDLE EAST FEELS THE BACKLASH'

JEWISH LEADERS AVOID POLITICS •
JJEWISH OBSERVER. June 14. 19681 . •

. . J.N.F. TO PLANT SECOND KENNEDY FOREST
from a special correspondent

New York: -
The Kennedy killing is certain to 

leave a deep scar on America’s relations 
with the Arab world. But the short­

. -term picture is less clear. The State 
Department is sparing no efforts to play 
down Sirhan’s Arab origins. This is 
also reflected in many newspaper edi­
torials which focus on the internal sick­
ness of American society, rather than 
on the foreign overtonss of the incident.

• Similarity all membess of Congeess
avoided reference to the Arab-ssrael war 
in their speeches. The Washington Post 
said editorially: “Those who are attempt­
ing to exploit the A.rab link for a poli- 

‘ tical purpose — either to demean the 
Arabs or to dnmonstrate the folly of 
American support for Israel — are guilty 

, of a mischtevous cynicism. They serve 
neither the memory of Senator Kennedy 
nor the continumg American interest in 
peace in the MidHe East.”

American Jewish Jeadess, too, have 
shown no inoiinaiton to make politEl 
capital out of the killing. Nor is this 
just because they are still extremely 
shocked and saddened by Kennedy’s 
death.. When the shock recedes, this 
caution is expend to continue at the 
senior, mom reupvnsibte level. Grass­
roots Jewssh reaction is likely to be

more vocal particuaariy in New York.
Firmly nstablislted: American Jnwish 

feelmgs were expressed not in words but 
in SundayS announcement by the Jewssh 
National Fund in New York that it 
plans to create a fvrtut of half a million 
trees in memory of the dead SnnrttIr. 
JNF President Herman Weisman ■said , 
the forest would be planted in the John 
F. Kennedy Peace Forest area in the 
Judean Mounrains south of Jnrusatem. 
It is expend to be masuivety over­
subscribed. :

Mnanwhite, the killrng is already 
creating a climate which would seriously ’ 
restrict any attempt to alter the cun-ent . 
pro-Israel policy of the US GvvnI•nment. 
But this too needs to be put into 
pnrspeciine.. Dtupite the fit of nerves 
displayed recently by the Israeli press, • 
it now appeass that US policy is im­
movably based on the five princi^es . 
nnuncrated last June by President John-. । 
son. These princlptes are not expected 
to be diluted at Israels expense. The 
Israel Foreign Minister’s nxpt•esstons of 
cvnfidnnne last week are based on uvond 
assessments.

Although the Egyptians have been 
forecasting grealnr American fluidity on 
the Middle East after the Prnsienntirl . 
elections,' they have probably misread '
the situation. Johnson's exclusion from 
the Presidential campaign mt:aiss that

• current US policy is not subject to 
election year pressures.

Crazy irony.: Similarty, although there 
had been shades of policy difttrnncn be­
tween the various candldates, they were 
so slight as to make the Middle East 
— and the whole myth of a solid Jewish * 
vote — lets relevant than'in any nlnction 
since 1948. • Perhaps that is the craziest 
irony of Sirhan’s crime. '

ir^rw’jw’*’*1^^
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' [JEWISH OBSERVER’.' ‘ 

THE MAN WHO 
WANTED PERCE

WHY KEENEEifBACKED

. ISRAEL ■

Senator Robert Kennedy was always 
one of Israel's staunch supporters, and ■ “ 
on several occasions in the election cam­
paign had called for an inceeaee in 
American military aid to Israel.

On May 26, gddtessing the congre­
gation of the Neve Shalom Synagogue .

- in Portland; Oregon, he said: "The 
Sonets have sent supersonic fighters to

• the Arabs, Soviet planes and pitoto have _
trained on Arab soil, 40 Soviet war-

• ships are in the ■Mediterranegn and their 
gdvtsets are in Arab nrtiont.” The US, 
he declaeed, could not permit such an 
imbalnnce, and it should sell Israel whh-

. out delay “hie 50 Phantom jets she has

so long been pronged." He added: 
“We all desire an end to the arms race, ! 
but it cannot be unilateral, for such a | 

• course promts only more aggresston' ( 
and the threat of yet another bloody , 

, conflict.” ’
. Six days earlier, on a previous visit 
’ to Los Angeees, he had called for Middee ;

East peace ncgoiiaiiont. Speaktog to the , 
congregation of Temple Isaiah, he said: 
“This ncgoiiriion must start with a clear 
recognition of Israels otistonce by the - 

, Arab States — an abtoluie commitment 
to reetpcnt her iteriioeirl integrity — and 
full guaaantces of all intcrnational rights 
of passage.”

Brush with diplomat: Senator Ken- . 
nedy’s last public comment on the ' 

‘ Middle East came in his June 1 telev’sed 
nonfronraiion with Senator McCarthy.

Hs ousspoenn gttiUudes had already ; 
eai-ned Kennedy open Arab hostilrty. R 
year ago, during the UN Security Coun­

, cil debaee, Saudi Arabian delegaee Jamal 
Baroody had singled him out for special 
attack, demounting him as “an upstart, 
son of a whisky mcrchani.”, who visits 
a New York synagogue “just to’^toh ■ 
votes”; and who “said our, commitment 

' to Israel is clear and must be tiear.”
In a pointed reply Kennedy said that 

the Middle East would be bctice teeved 
“if the Saudi Arakan delegaee and his 
Government and all Governments paid 
more attention to the need for econo- . 
mic devtiopment and permanent peace . 
than to critictsms of pOlii.ical Agues in 
the US”. "

Sympathy for Arabs: Kennedy's per­
sonal links with the Mdddee East were 
first forged long before he entered pol- 
tics and became a senator for New

York, with its large Jew’sh community.
Soon after gr■adugiing from Harvard in 

. 1948, he worked for a time as a corres- 
j pondent with the Boston Post, and 
! covered the 1948 War of lInCpcedCence. 
■ Acordmg to.one annount, he had a nar- 
, row brush with death on the road to J 
i Jerusaeem. In S.F.K. — the Man who - 
j would be President, author Ralph de 
• Toeedano wrote:
4 “•Peeparing to get a lift from Tel

■ Aviv in a convoy to Jerusalem, he ran .
into a tank captain who'offered him 
alternaee accommodation. He chose the 

. tank. When he arrived at Jerusalem
• he learned that the convoy had been ■ 
j wiped out by the Arabs.”
.' laist June, in an addeess at New

York's Fordham University, Kennedy 
spoke of 'Israel as “a tiny outpost of 
We'stenn culture and ideals”, and said 
that “‘this gallant democaacy, ths nation 
of survivors of history’s greatest exam^e 
of man's napaniiy for ecnsctses cruelty - 
to his fellow man, cannot be allowed 
to succumb to the thl•eatt and gesgults

. of her neighbours.”
But he also had a place in his herri 

• for the plight of the Arab peopees. He‘. 
' told a group of New Yorkess in Wash- 
1 ientoe the same month: “Let us hold 

out our hand of friendship to -thee Arab 
peepees, so long -living in poverty and 
dttea.tc and misery, so long the tools of 
ir•retpontible propagadda, so long 'he 
greaeest toilers from the miliary adven-

’ tures of their lcgdces.”
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IENRTOS SOBEST F. KENNEDY •

ARAB SYMPATHY FOR THE KIELER
DANGEROUS BOOST FOR TERRORIST GROUPS 

■ [JEWISH OBSERVER. June 14, 1968]
from our roryesponynrats ]

In the Arab worid, last Wedyaedyy’s 
shock s alrerSy wearing off. Sirhan 
Bshaaa Sir-han is becoming a hero in the 
eyes of many Aaabs. If he is eventually 
punched for aSooting Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy, he will also become something 
of a martya.

And yet at -fiast, there was no urari- 
mous Arab reaction to the killing. Rs 
was reported in last week’s Jewish 
observes, some Arabs were instinctively 
impiteating Israel even before the idtr- 
tity of the Catiforhia gunman was re- , 
vealed. Tttcse changes were atrtngthnned 
on TSuI•adry morning. But there are two 
widening strands of Arab rtrctior—the 
responsive and the irresponsible. In New 
York, the Jordan ambassador met State 
Department officiate and afterwards they 
both issued atatements playing down any .

■ conrtctior between the aSootirg and 
Middle East politics. .

In Amman, Yehla Hammouda, the 
acting cSrirmrr of the Palatine Eibeera- 
tion Orgrriarrion, also said: "I do not 
bctieve it ■has anything to do with the 
Arab-asraeii dispute. Kennedy was kified 
because he wished to help the Negooss 
and the poor and tried to stop the dirty ‘ 
war in .Vtetnam to which powerful ex­
tremist nlemenas in the US were 
opposed.”

In the same way other Arabs, includ­
ing many in the West Bank, atressed that "

moar unease. It said the movement re­
jected the method of political aasaasirat ‘ 
iior as being against its prindpte. But „ 
there was no shortage of hin’s that the ■ 
Zmn’sts must have been respoiaiibte. The 
Turns paper a-Sabah saw *itSt hand of 
Zionsm” in the “carefuHy and in­
geniously laid plot” of which the 
assassination was but a part. Sudan’s 
Inoormaom Min’ster expressed a similar 
theory'. ’

The official Jordan paper a-Dustur 
wrote that Kennedy had been no worse 
in Arab eyes than any other UI leader 
who consistently backed Israel's exist- ' 
ence at the expense of the Patestininas.

Within days of the kilting, some Arabs

Sirhan was as much an American as a 
Jordanian, having tived half hs 24 year’s 

- . in .the US.,
Cairo radio on Friday attributed the 

• -shooting to the violence in American 
aoricyy which had its roots in American 

’ vioterre abroad. “American society 
reeda a mora.1 revolution.” the radio said. 
Cairo’ Akhbar al-Yom pirrtd ird^rert 
blame on Israel — “Sirhan’s famity 
woudd have hardly cmigaaeed to i:Se UI 
if Israel’ had not been esiabtished thanks 

. to US help,” it wrote. Cairo’s al-Ahram 
said Kennedy's kilter was the raiur•aI 
product of a mixture of violence which 
rharacterited American ii■:t and .dis- 
rrim>naiion agamst a pyopteis cause.

It was the al-Fatah terrorist move- 
mentis radio Voice of Fatah — br-oad- 
rastrng from Cairo —which dSprayed

had aoughr to give aut>sta>ii:e to their ' rortinuy to yvoivt. Atihough Sir-han is 
Zion’st plot theory'. On Sunday night, ’

. Cairos official news agency quoted ‘ini- 
■formed! sources” in Baghdad as saying 
Iraqi authorities had areested a brother 
of the accused slayer of Kennedy months 
ago on charges of spying for Israel. The 
■brother, Soliman Sirhan, was said to tie 
an engineer working for a •privaee com­
pany and carrying a Jordanian -passport.

R CONSPIRACY
][I POSSIBLE

Thus report was soon punctured by Sir-
_ han’s father who said he has no son 

called Soliman—and by Jordan' which 
pointed our that Sirhan is a very com­
mon Arab name. On 'Monday, Sirhan

• senior announced that he will fly to the 
US to aid his son’s defence.

Ironically, although the Arabs feared 
a Western anti-Aaab bacllaash as a result 
of the Kennedy kilting, this fear was not 
justified by Israeli press reaction. Shock 
and arLdleaas was the dominant theme in 

■]asI•r.tli comment. There was no attempt 
to see an immediate link bewveen Sir- 
han’s action and the Middee East, but 
several papers noted the climate of ter­
rorism and assassination now prtvrilirg 
in the Arab world and with which Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan was apparently ineected.

Neverthetaay, at the level of public 
opinion—nn Israel as elsewhere-shoorias

said to have all the symptoms of the ‘ 
’ lone kiUey, many peepee iraiai on aeeirg 

some kind of organisation btSird the 
aeriea of polttical assassinations in the US.

This theory is atrengtiernsd by Sunday’s 
capture in London of the aHcged aaaassir 
of Rev. Martin Luther Ki’ng. Hs irtrit 
cate movemrnis in the last two months 

, bear the marks of consideabbte organsa- 
tion and cotordination, perhaps on an 
internatioiall scale. Monday's Daily Mail 
reported a atrorg theory that King's mur­
der was connected with a powerful UI­
based right-wing poltikall group with 
vast connectiras and financial ryaouc<yis 
in Europe.

It is also curious that, instead of 
keepmg an open mind on a sub fudicy 
matter, America's attor•ney-gtntral, •
Ramsey Clar-k, should have insisted in a 
weekend TV interview that there was no • 
conspiracy in the King or the two 
Kennedy klltings. But how could such an 
organisation have been connected with 
Sirhan? By prom’sing to make maasive 
secret pay^eenis to an oi•nariaatior of the 
gunman’ chooring? -

Again, ths is oHy a theory, with as 
little bass as the wild chagges emaraiirg 
from Arab aouriyis. It is aiill much more 
probable that Sirhan was a “ioner”. What 
is ceriain is that the Kennedy affair will 
art as a catalyst on Arab opino>n. It may 
prompt modcaates to speak out:. But it 
willateo feed the already strong forces of 
terrorsm and polttical assassination.

wi W
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IJEWISH TAIAGSAPHIC AGENCY. Daily News Bulletin. June 17, 1968] 
Father Of Sen. Kemedy’s Alleged Assassin Gets Israeli OK To Visit United States

LONDON, June 16 (JTA)—The London Daily Telegraph's Jerusalem coressoniiennt reported this 
weekend that Bishara Salameh Sirhan, father of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the Jordaniim accused of assassi­
nating Senator Robert F. Kennedy, has received a permit from Israeli authorities to leave his West Bank 
village to travel to the United! States for his son's trial.

(In Washington, it was reported that Arab attorneys are seeking State Department help in coming 
to the U.S. t:o defend Mr. Sirhan. Two lawyers in Beirut, Lebanon, have offer‘d to fly t;o Eos Angeles t.o 
aid in the defenses. Moussa Prince asked for facilities to go to Eos Angeles Ito "clarify the circimnsaances 
which surrunndd Sen. Kennedy's assassination." He wrote the U.S. Embassy in Beirut that he should be 
inform.^ on developmen’s in the case because "the Arab people have the right to know the real motives 
that made Britan do what he did." Mr. Prince would be accompanied by his assistant, Abdel Hamid el- 
Ahdab. They have cabled an offer of aie to WHbm- EitUefield, Mr. Sirhan's court-sspoinidd public defender, 
in Eos Angeles))

[JEWISH TEEEGSAPHIC AGENCY. Daaly News Bulletin, June 18, 1963.]
Eos Angles Arabs Reported Nervous, Sympathetic Wtih Sirhan ’ Anh-Zionism ,

WASHINGTON, June 17 (JTA)--The Arnb'community on the West Coast is nervous over pos­
sible r'vsritalt in the aftermath of the assassinattnn of Senator Robert F. Kennedy and has "gone into 
hiding” ever since it was learned that the accused gunman is an Arab, Sirhan Sirhan, the Washington 
Post reported from Eos Angeles today. Accordmg to Post reporter George Earduer, there is, at the 
same time among Eos Angeles’ 25,000 Arab-Americans, a«widelsreaad ratton^ization, vvvo sympathy, 
for the murder for which Sirhan stands indccted. His anti-Zionism is widely shared,” Archer wrote 
and "time and again it is argued that the real villain is ‘haternational Zionism’ and secondarily, 
Kennedy’s support of jet fighters for Israel/ Mr. Earduer said that "nrt a few of the Arab-imieriaua 
organizations show the same ’ort of persecution complex so widely attributed to fcrtam. It also m^e’ 
them candidates for the overtures of the American far right and white r,acists.

The Post report named four Arab-Americini organizatonss that had been active before the assas- 
sioatioo. They are the United American Arab Congress, formed after Israel's victory in the June, 1967, 
Six-Day War "to hels raise funds for Arab reftgees and to combat 'support of Zionism by the American 
press’; the American Arab Citizens Council; the Americans (of Eebanese-Syrtan ancestry) for Arnica; 
and the Arabic Society of Americanists. The United American Arab Congress has likened tarael to 
"Nazi Gcrmany” and "Fascist Japan” in its propaganda., Mr. Earduer reported. “Sirhan doe’ not assvar 
to have been a member of any of t;he Arabic orgmizatinss in the city.” he said, but "rccordiog to one 
report, Sirhan and several of his brothers attended meetings of the ’o-c^Hed ‘American A.rllb’' which 
was allegedly a youth auxilltary of the UAAC.”

Accordngg to the Post report, the Arab commloiify in Eos Angeles has been the target of a few 
minor incidents by cranks since the assassi.na.tion. But Iirhro's family is under tight security guard. 
Mr. Earduer said it was an open question how successful the Arab organizatinss have been in res’sting 
overtures from the extreme right. “One UAAC newsletter last summer warned against 'white r^tot 
groups...coming out in support of the Arabs' and cautioned its members against aligning themselv’s 
with 'hrtvmongers,’” Eri•euvr said.

The Earduer report on the plight of West Coast Arab-Americans followed by two days an roti- 
Israel article by the Washington Post's senior White House corvsspoledont Chdmers M. Roberts, who 
charged that Iti•aelit were trying “to take politick advaot:agv of the fact that a Jordanian-born man is 
accused of kilHng Senator Kvooeer.” Mr. Roberts, who is close to both Prvsievot Johnson and Secretary 
of ItrtV DVan Rusk, claimed in his ’tory that “Israelis and their more sasstonate Amerccm supporters 
are trying to nail down a policy of firm Amvricro support” for Israel i° an vlvctioo year. Hv also 

• chastized! “cynical Amvricao soliticians (who) long have noted that there are no Arab votes of conse- 
qucnce in this nation whereas the much sought after Jewish vote and fioaocirl support i’ <tftvn of critical 
impOrtaOCV in such cities as New York and Eos Angeles.” Observess here saw the Roberts article as an 
rttempt to generate support for Administration policy which is currentiy directs toward improvtng 
AmVricrO relations with the Arab states. Administration sources have expressed concern lest Sen. . 
Kennedy's assrssinatinn arouse anti-Arab fevlings in the Umtd Itrtvs ^d vmbarra’’ the’e attemlpts.
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■ [ JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY. Daily NeWt'Bl^lll;to. June 20, 1968]
Four Jordanian Lawyers Abandon Plan To Defend lirhan In lral For Kennedy Murder .

LONDON,’ June 19 (JTA)-Four Jordadan lawyers designated to come to the United SWes to 
. defend Urban Bishara Urban, accused slayer of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, today canned their 

proposed trip.(The matter had been discussed in diplomatic codacts between Jordan a°d the Umeed 
States, it was reported in Washington)

No explanation was given for the canceliatinn when it was aooolotced in A.mman foUowing a 
meeting that involved Premier Bahjat al-Talhuuni. A statement said that “after cootultigg some fellow 
lawyers in neighborhigg Arab countries who win u^eddee to defend Shhan °n behalf of the Arab 
Lawyers Federation,” the deciston was taken for the Jordamans to drop out of the case.

Meanwhiee, Sir-han’s father, Bishara Salameh St^laot, went to Amman yesterday to draw funds 
from his bank account for his projected trip to Los Angeles;, and held a press coherence in which he 
appealed to Pope Paul VI and “the conscience of the world” to secure a fair trial for his son. The 
elder Iirhan, according to Amman dispatches, told the newsmen that he regretted toe d^th of “Kennedy 
the human being” but that the Senator's “unbalanced” support of Israel in his presidential campaign state­
ments “provoked the sensitive feelings of Sir-han who had suffered much from the Jews;.” The aUcged ,
assassin’s father dwelt at length on what he claimed wer-e his son’s “painful memories” of the 1948 
Palestine war. (The Washington Post car-red a dispatch from Jerusalem today quoting neighbors of the 
lirhini family who said that the elder Urban was a cruel father who “once beat one of his sons unitl the 
boys was unconscious and chased away neighbors who sought to intervene.”)

[JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY- Daily News Bulletin. June 24. 1968] 
Justice Department Keeps Watch On Arab Students Group Rs lirhan Probe Continues

WASHINGTON, June 23 (JTA)---The Department of Justice said yestedday that it will remain 
alert to operations of the Organizatinn of Arab students while the investigation of lirhan lirhan and all 
ramffiiations of t:he Robert F. Kennedy assassination is continuing. This disclosure was made by J. 
Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attorney-General, in a letter to Sep. Joel T. Broyhill, V^ginaa SepubHcan. 
Mr. Broyhill had asked the department to investigate Arab extremist activates in this country and pos­
sible Communist Hnks with them.

The department said that on t:he basis of information io far available to the Government, "it 
does not appear that the Organization of Arab Students has incurred an obligation to register under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act at this time. While the organizatinn does receive some funds from offi­
cials of foreign goverimeents, the amount is not sufficient to warrant a conclusion that it is acting within 
the Umted States at the dtreciioo or control of a foreign government io as to create the requisite agency 
relationship necessary to require registration/

Arab-Amerccm businessmen in Los Angeles are spreading a story that Iirhan lirhan, aHegcd 
assassin of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was "a secret agent 'paid by the Zionists’ to blacken the name of 
the Arab world,” it wm reported here today by the Washington Post.

In a related devetopment, the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine, in Beirut, has instruct-cd • 
its New York office to offer "all pottible assistance” to Iirhan. The committee's spokesman former 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin el-Husseini, who vetted Berlin during World War II and collabor­
ated with Hitler, said it had instructed- its New York representatives to legally defend Urban as far as 
United States law will permit. The committee is known in New York as the Palestine Arab Delegation. 
Its New York representatives are Issa Nakhleh and Omar Azzount, both attorneys.
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[ Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Daily News Bulletin, June 27, 1968, p. 4] 
Rabbinical Council Asks U.I. Action On Arab Student ‘Hate Activities'

FALLSBWG, N.Y., June 26 (JTA)— "Arab students on Ameriam-ooeiege campuses are en­
gaging in a vicious campaign of defamation against American Jews a.nd are casting aspersions on their 
loyalty, integrity and devotion to the ideals of America/ Rabbi Zev legal of Newark, N.J., the newly- 
electfd president of the Rabbinical Council of America, declared here today.

Sabbi legal, speaking at the 32nd annual convention of the associatinn of Orthodox rabbis, blamed 
“these Arab students for causing the recent assassmatinn of Ien. Robert F. Kennedy due t:o their inflam­
matory, irrational and brazen hate activities/ Sabbi legal, in his acceptance speech to the 600 delegaees, 
appealed to Aii;ornly General Ramsey Clark to “underakke an int;ensive investigation of toe nature of Arab 
propaganda and action on the campuses and to suppress any manfeesattinss, iliegility, abuse and violence 
which are being indulged in by these Arab students organizations." He said, “It is absurd to permit these 
students to castigate the American Governmeent which is extending to them extraordinary opportuniiies for 
study, learning and travel. They are abusing the hospitality and generriiity of the American taxpayer who 
is defraying the costs of their lengthy stay tin the United Itates."

Rabbi legal also called upon the State Department "to revoke the scholarships of these 7,000 
Arab students who are not adhering to the requirements of the moral and legal code whit ch is explicit in 
the grant of financial assisaance. T'he Arab students are collaborating actively with a variety of subver­
sive elements such as the Communists and the Black Nationalists in a deliberate effort to damage and 
undermnne the security of the United States. They are daily waging a most contemptible program of hatred 
and animosity against American Jewry throughout the length and breadth of the Unital States.” Rabbi 
Segal declared!.

Rabbi Segal warned the State Department and the Department of Justice that "failure to stem this 
type of Arab campus involvemnnt will inevitably result in other homicidal tragedies, weaken the diplomatic 
status of the nation, and create an enviroimennt of mutual hostiltty among our populace. It is incumbent 
upon all of our Government offioiilt to prevent such catastrophes by adopting drastic means to curb this 
well-naanc^ Arab mi.chine,’’ he assere^.



KENNEDY/USA (178)

UNITED STATES PRESS COVERAGE

NEW YORK TIMES

KENNEDY BACKS 

PLEDGE TO ISRAEL 

[NEW-OOIKC-TIMES] -
TelS Jews in Portland, Ore., 

U.S. Has Commitmnnt
. [May 2-7d—19683-

By WALTER RUGABER
Special to The New York Times

PORTLAND, Ore., May 26- 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy as­
sured a Jewish audience here 
today that the United States 
had "a clear and compelling 
commiimtcnt to defy "any at­
tempt to destroy Israel, what­
ever the sour-ce.”

The New York Democrad, 
campaigmng in next Tuesdays 
Presidential primary election, 
concentrated on Portiand again 
today. The area holds nearly 
half of the states vote and ap­
pears to present some prob­
lems for Mr. Kennedy.

The crowds here have not 
appeared as enthuslastic, with 
two or three exceptions, as 
those the Senator encountered 
during a tour of outlying towns

earlier this week. It has often 
seemed difficuR for him to 
rouse the Portland audeences.

The Senators managers be- 
heve, howeved, that he has 
done as well as his rivals in a 
city that is simpiy more re- 
sti-amed. Recent samplings, 
they say, indicate that he has 
remaned safely ahead in the 
contest.

President Johnson is still on 
the brllon here and write-in 
votes for vcce President Hum­
phrey are ptrmitted. Senator 
Eugene J. McCarthy of Minne­
sota is expected to make a 
strong showmg in the state.

Points To Soviet Moves
Mir. Kennedy discussed the 

Middle Ersn .during a speech at 
his first stop today, at Con­
gregation Neveh Shalom, a 
Conservative body. Donnmg a 
skuheap, he declared:

“The Soviets have sent super­
sonic fighters to the Arabs. 
Soviet planes and pilots they 
have tramed are on Arab soil. 
Forty Soviet warships are in 
the Mtditerrnnrnn, and their 
advsoss are in Arab nations.”

The United States, Mi-. Ken­

nedy said, cannot permit such 
an ‘ imbalanee. The Umted 
States should without delay 
sIh Israel “tiie- 50 Phanoom 
jets shie has so long been promt- 
used," he went on.

“We all deslI•e■an end to tine 
arms race”’ he said, “but it 
cannoit be unilrttrIa—for such 
a course promisees only more 
aggressnon and the threat of 
yet another bloody conflict.”

I

1 
(
1
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WH GUN IN HAND 

(NEW YOMIES] •

Mein’Wrestle Him to Table 
asil Kennedy, Bleedrng, 

, Lies in a Corridor
(June. 6, 19681

St: Rotal to The New York Ttmrr

I .OS ANGELIS, June 5—A 
thin. ii ttense man stood on the 
platform in the glare of tele­
virion .lights. He-had come to 
share t rictory with those who 
had hep bed him win it.

Thorri who knew him rec­
ognized tthe strain in his 5-foot- 
ninr-itcti, 150-pound figure, and 
in his speech and manner, too.

The ' micl•ophnrrs didn’t 
work; .ttlen the lights for the 
.televisiont cameras wre too hot.• It was • annoymg to Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy.

The cr owd was noisy, and 
the candidate for Pi-esident was 
eager to !iinish rhankina those 
who helped him. He wanted 
to go to-' a nearby i-oom for 
a news conrerenre, and then 
rscapr to. The Factoty, a dis- 
cothdque, for a celebration 
party withilhis friend..

’• He had spent the day at 
Malibu in the home of John

. Frankenheimrer, the film eirec- 
tor, where he fretted to be 
away and into have over and 
done with the aaonizing wait 
for the vote count Then he 
had retulmrlll to suite 512 in

' the Ambassa dor Hotel on Wil­
shire Boulevard,

Politicians: and Reportess
About 50 people were there. 

Among them was Theodore H. 
White. who leccame a famous 
chronicler of elections by re­
porting carefully the 1960 iIic- 
tion of the brother whose cam­
paign the candidate himrrlf 
had managed.

When that boother had been 
assassinated, Teddy Whii:r had 
written a famous interview 
with the widow that had 
caused the present campaign 
to be catied am attempt to re- 
ruI•n to Camrlott.
‘ There was also Charies 

Evens. a Negi-o lrtdelt, whose 
brother was shot down in t;he 
nightt by someone who opposed 
his Campaigns for equal rights 
for blacks in Misrissippt. •

There were po>iiti<aans, such 
as Jlesse M. Unru'h, the Speaker 
of the Californiaa Assembly, 
who helped to persuade t.he , 
SrntOrr to offer ■ihir candidacy 
for 3?resldcnt. There were also : 
news>papenmnn, magazme re- , 
porters and the entouagge that 
foUows Prrrierntiatl candldates. ,

i

Mr. Unruh left the suite fii-st 
to prepare t:hr cr-owd for the 
Senatoss arrival. Then the Sen­
ator was led to the meeting hall 
through a kitehen passageway 
to avoid t;he crowd.

!Kennedy Gives Thanks
Once on the plalfoim, Sena­

tor Kennedy named some for 
whose help he was grateful.

Otne was. Cesar Chavez, the 
farm union organizer.. Another 
was Rafer Johnson, an Olym­
pic decahhlnn champinn. •

Senator Kennedy spoke, too, 
of Roosevett Grier, the huge 
black man who plays defense 
for .the Los Angetes IRams pro­
fessional football team. The 
Senator said!:

‘Rtosey Grier said The'd take 
care of anybody who didn’t 
vote for me.”

He also thanked Paul Schra- 
de.. an official of the United 
Automobile Workers’ Union of­
ficial, and he tharnked ;hs w^fe, 
Ethel. <

Then he turned to a state­
ment of his campign aims:"I think we can end the 
divisions in the United! States. 
What I think is quite, clear 
is that we can work together 
in the last analysis.

"And t:hat is what has been 
'going on within the United 
States over a period of the 
last three years-the diviislon, 
t;he vlolence, the disenchnnt-! 
ment with our society, the di- - 
vision. wheher it’s between 
blacks and whiess, between the • 
poor and the more affluent, tie-; 
tween age groups, or ha the. 
war on Vietnam—that we can 
start to work together.

"We are a great country, an 
unseifihh country and a com- 
passionaee country. And if ni­
tend to make that my bts)l5 for 
running...” . I

The rent:enc:e was swallowed 
’ into the applause of a crowd 

that Ivas hearing what-it Game 
to hear. - -

Hie saidt ‘We want to cleal 
with our own probtems in .our 
country and we want peace 
in Vietnam.” .

T’hen, as he was ready to 
turn away from the mwo- 

. phones,'he said:
‘So my thanks to all of yiou 

and it’s on to Chicago and let!
win there.” ■ •

Hie moved slowly down he 
three steps of a portable stair­
way to his left and _ their 
through two doors leading tclj 
i:hr kitchen passageway. It wasi;

■ 12:13; A.M., Pacific- daylight; 
' time. ’ .

He intended to go through! 
the passageway to the smaller 
Colonial Room, which was inf
use as a pressroom.

Lisa Urso, an 18-year-old 
senior at Crawford High School 
in Sati Diego, had maneuvered, 
herself ahead of the Senator. 
She was pushed to one sidle by 
the crowd and found herself 
behind two men. Senator Ken-

nedy was in front of her, reach­
ing across a table to shake 
hands with a waiter.

T'he hands never met.
T'he second mam in front of 

Miss Urso reached out a hand. 
Miss Urso heard three shots. 
Senator Kennedy flinctlrd as 
if reachfog for his'head. and. 
fell to the floor. Mtss Urso saw, 

Mrs. Ethel Kennedy bendmg| 
over her husband. ' 
' In the press roont, reporters 
wated for Mi.. Kennelty. '

"I saw his head bobbmg in 
the crowd about 25 or 30 feet 
away” said Robert Healy of 
The Boston Globe. ■

‘‘Then there was gutifire. No. 
qurrtion. The flashes lighted up 
the corridoi-.” , . • .

Men ran for the doubk doors' 
letding to the corridoi.. Wom­
en sci-eamed and cried. . ' 
- It was about 12:16 A.M. .

At the other end of the cor­
ridor stood. Karl Uecker, an 
assistant malto d’hotel: . ,"I was bowing Senator Ken­
nedy and his wfee out of the 
ro'om. I’m right in front of 
him. I have my hand on his 
arm. I have my other hand 
tearing Mi-s. Kennedy.”

Mi.. Uecker thought he heai-d 
three shots. (The pohe said 
lai:rr there were eight.) -

"I recognized the danger,” he 
said in his German accent. "I 
grab him by the neck.” ,

"He was rtatditg there by 
■•the corner and he looked like a 
।houseman” by which Mi-. 
, Uecker meant the gunman 
looked like a hotel rmploye.

Mi.. Uecker was aware that 
Senator Kennedy had fallen to. 

:the floor behind him, but he: 
was busy wrestling for the gun. 
I T’he Senator was 30 steps 
from the paltfom where he 
had spoken and 15 steps from 
the press room.

Mi.. Healy of The Boston 
GHobe i-an down the pasaaec. 
Fie was unabte to make his 
way to Senator Kennelty. He 

>iaimped to tin top of a rrain- 
lc® r’tal rrI•v:n', counter and 
iauked dt..n at the Srnatot.

Paul Houston of The Los 
Angetes Times burst into the 
corridoi..

“I couW see the floodlights 
on Kennedy as he sank to the 
floor,” he said. ‘‘His head was 
bloody, and his eyes were 
open, but they looked very 
dazed”’

Mi.. Uni-uh stood on a tab! 
in thr passtae. ‘‘Where is the 
doctor? For God's sake! Get 
a doctor!” he yetied.

Senator Kennelty lay on his 
1 back on the concrete floor, his 
knees slightly elevated. Some­
one put what looked to be an 
icepack on the wound at his 
right ear. •

L
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Special officers tried to block 
off the corridor. Mrs. Kennedy 
knelt beside her husband, cal- 
ing out againstand again that 
the space round Senator Ken­
nedy must not be blocked, that 
he must be given room to 
breathe.
' Members of Senator Ken­
nedy’s staff thrust themselves 
through a row of waitess and 
kitchen workess who sought to’ 
hodd back the crowd.
’ Someone removed • Senator 
Kennedy’s coat and opened his 
shirt:. .His face was ashen. His, 
right eye was open and his left' 
eye partially opened. Some’ 
persons thought he was aware; 
others thougltt not..

A rosary was on. his chest 
and he clutched the beads. 
Mrs. Kennedy knelt by his side, 
as did Fred Lutton, a cam­
paign oidie.

Women screamed and 
screamed. Mien cursed. Beyond 
Senator Kennedy, Paul Schrade 
of the U.A.W. lay with a wound 
in his head. Bill Weisel, am 
assistant producer for Amer--i

They picked up the prisoner’ 
by arms and legs and carried 
him out, down the corridor; 
through the crowd, past the 
registration desk of-the hotels- 
,down the curved starss, and- 
out to the parking lot. .

.Speaker Unruh followed the, 
pohee, shouting: “He must not. 
be hurt:.”

An ambulance arrived, and 
Senator Kennedy was moved: 
outa side door on a strtttttr.>.

Dick Tuck, a political pub-; 
licist and Kennedy campaign, 
worltet, helped to put the Sen-s 
ator on the streteher. ’

“When I picked up his legs,; 
he said, ‘N’o, don’t:!’ as if it 
gave him pain," Mi-. Tuck said. 
“I doubt that he said anything 
else.” .

The crowd poured out of the 
hotel to the parking lot, threat­
ening to immobiliee the am­
bulance and its pohce escort. ■

Mr. Tuck, his cheeks wet with 
tears, begged people to stay1 
back, then climbed in the ponce 
car that led the ambiance out 
of the parkmg lot:. It was ’ap-; 
proximately 12:43 A.M. -

can Broadcasting Company 
news, was wounded in thie 
abdomen. .

He said, "I looked up and 
there was a body on the floor, 
and the next thing I knew I was 
falilng.”

Three doctoss came into the 
passage and began to prepaie 
Senator Kennedy for an ambu- 

■ lance. It was then 12:22 AMI.
A fierce strug^e developed 

at the other end of the stainecss 
steel serv’ng taMe. A knot of 
men, with Rosie Grier’s bulk 
dommating it, worried at a fig­
ure stretehed on the taHe.

The figure was a man,’and 
he had a gun in his hand. Mr. 
Grier pounded the hand re- 
peatedy against the taWe top, 
and the gun flew to the floor. 
Rafer. Johnson and William 
Barry, a Kennedy bodyguard, 
pounced on it.

The waiter-s, wearing their 
black dinner jacket, and 
kitchen workers,- in white 
coats, pounded and pummeeed 
their prlsrorter.

One jerked file prisoner’s

hair. Hand’s could be seen try­
ing to encirc^ his throat. .

Rosie Grier having dislodged 
the gun, began dislodgmg those 
who warned to do moire than 
hold th eprisoner. He shouted’ 
that he must not be hurt:, .and 
with his huge hand’s he pushed 
men away. '

Yet the prisoner, a slight, 
man, twisted and squirmed so 
that about eight men were re­
quired to hodd him. Nothing 
that he might have said could; 
be bear’d:. ‘

At approxivately 12:30 AM a 
squad of Los Angeecs pohee-,. 
men, some witt shotguns, ar-, 
rived..



KENNEDY/USA (181)

SUSPECT CALLED 1 

CAM AND LUCID:

[NEW YORKTIMK] ■ J

■ Sirhan Describes Himself

as Jordanian Who Was . 
' Born in Jerusalem *

[June -6,—1968]- I
By PETER KIHSS '

The man held in the shooting 
il Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
.s Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 245 
years old, who has described ’ 
himself as a Jordanian born in ! 
rerusalcm.

, He was 12 year's old when 
he came to die United States * 
less than three months after 
the Arab-Israeli war in 1956. 
His father stayed in New' 
York to work as a plumtier! 
while his mother went to Cali- ’• 
fornia with the chi'deen. '

He was described yesterday, 
by Police Chief Thomas Reddm * 
of Los Aagetes as "very cool, 
very calm, very stable and1 
quite lucid.” !

He was quoted as havmg ; 
said, "”I prefer to remain in-* 

' communicado” when questioned , 
; about, the shooUng. -

Mayor Samuel W. Yorty of 
Los Angetes said that the pris­
oner had had in his posse-­
sion a schedule of Senator 
Kennedy’s speaking engag-- 
ments for ths month, a clip­
ping described as critical of „ 
the New York Democrat—nnd 
four $100 bills.

Mayor Yorty! office said that 
tile clipping was a- PaIadenr 
newspaper’s publCraltinn of a- 
suggestion by the Washington

• columnist David Lawrenee that ■ 
• Senator Kennedy, white a dove ' 
Jin regal'd to'Viennam, was a< 

j hawk in regard to Arab-Israeli 
' hoItiltties.
< "All I know is he is a nice 
‘ kid,” Saki Sirhan, identifymg 
, himself as a brother, declared 
> in a tetephone interview from

Los Angles reported by WCBS : 
radio here. '

Said Sirhan said that the 
suspect was a Pasadena Com­
munity Coltege student who 
worked in a health food store. 
He said he had last seen his 
brother in Los Angetes more 
than a' month ago and had 
never heard him mention Sena­
tor Kennedy.

John Weldner, owner of the 
Orgmte Health Food St.ore in 
PaIadenn, said he had em­
ployed Sirhan Sirhan as a 
$2-an-hour stock clerk • and 
deliveryman fr-om last Sept. 24 
until March 7, when the man 
left "because he didn’t like 
what I said about his work.”

"He was a man with prin­
ciples,” Mr-. Weddner said. "He 

! didn’t smoke. He didn’t drink 
He always said he wouldn’t 

1 he. But he was emotional. He 
would r-esent authority. He ■ 
didn’t like to take orders.

: "When he was very young, 
he saw members of his family 
and l:rieadI kilted by Israei’s. 
My personal opinonn is that I 
think he did somethmg to Ken­
nedy bccnuIe he [Kennedy] said 
he would help -Irrcl.” ' 

Mayor Yorty and Chief Red- 
din said that the prisoner, held 
in $250,000 bail on six cornIs 
of nIIrult with intent to com­
mit murder, had been Identified 
through two brotheIs. '

The bl•otiteIs were Identified 
as Munier, also known as Joe, 
and Adel, who had been located 
by the tracing of a ^-caliber 
pistol said to have been used 
in the shooting.

Chief Reddin said that the 
identification had been con- 
fimeed through a set of finger­
prints on fite in Sacramento in 
connection with an npplicatinn 
by Sirhan Sirhan for a job as 
an exerc’se boy for horses at' 
the Holywoodd Park Race Track.

The npplCratian was made , 
some time ago white Sirhan ' 
Sirhan was a student at John 
Muir High School in Pasadana.

-n Washington, the Depar--- = 
ment of Justice said that Sirhm 
Siriian was an alten on perma-. 
nent resident ItrtUI,■ on which : 
he arrived in New York City 
Jan. 12. 1957. ■

• Rec°r'ds of tirn Immigration! 
and Naturalization Scrvice gave ' 
his birth date -as March 19, 
1944, in Jordan. Jerusalem was 
then part of Palestine, and part 
was Jordanrruted from the end 
of the British Palestine mandate 
in 1948 until Israel took over 
rftcr the war last June.

The Justice Department said 
that he had entered the Untted 
States with his father, idcati- 
fed as Bibhara Salameh Ghat- 
tas Sirhan, and his mother, 
Mary Bishara Sirhm. A’so ar- 
rivmg at the same time were 
theee brothera, l’sted as Adel, 
Sharif and Mrnil■, and a sister, 
Ayda. Another brother, listed 
as SaidaHat,. arrived in June, 
1960.

No Recor'd at Embassy •
At the Jordaman Embassy in 

Washtogton, Dr. Waked Sadi, 
cornIel0lr, said that there was 
no record of Sirhm Sirhan 
there or in Jordanon consu­
lates where Jordaman na­
tionals are registered. .

Di.. Sadi said ”we are very 
shocked” to hear of the possi­
bility that the alteged assailant, 
of Seartor Kennedy might have 
come from Jordan. He said the 
Embassy was "in ctatrct with 
the State Department” but that 
the suspect! ”artionaliry is not 
confirmed. ’ '

-n New York, a ao-year-odd 
former Arab News Agency rep­
resentative in Jerusrtem, who 

■ came here in 1958 and is now 
wtrkiag for a pubi’shmg com-

• pmy, srie that Sirhan Sirhan’s 
parenss separated "right away

I after they came her-e.”
• The former jorrnalist, who 
i aIkee that his name not be 
'• made pubhc, said the father 

had been katwa as Abiu Sharif 
Bishara Sir-tian — Sharif being 
an honorific — while working

, here as a plumber.
The family, he said, was 

Greek Orthodox ChriItira. The 
father, he mid, used to talk 
of his children as very ntee 

’ and rsee to express h’s Itrrtw 
that they hre gone off to Cali-. 
ftrair with the mother. , ;

The journalist said that'the 
Sirhans ‘don't want Israel to 
exist, that's for sure.” He 
added, however, that they were 

. not r•rblely mti-ZitaiIt and 
that ithe father had not dis-

■ cussed the probtem much. ;
The father, he Irie, lived at 

156 Alten Street This is a six-
Ittry brileiag in a tenement 
neighborhood whiere the res-- 
dents now include • Chinese, 
Negr-oes, Puerto Ricans, Alban­
ians md Turks and the shops 
selI clothing at cut rates. •

Thie father, the jtrrarHIt 
said, went back to Jol•elan, md 
has a house in Jerusatem as 
well as a new home he built 
recently in tine village of Et 
Triribr. - '

The viltege is Icvca mltes. 
northeast of Rrmailah on the 
west bank of the Jol•elrn River 
md appcrl■s to be where the 
Sirhans grew up. It has about 
2,000 res'eenIs. The jtul•arlist 
Iaie he had seen the father 
shel•e lrIS August as an twacr 
of about 50 rcl'cs of land, with 
tlivc and tshcr fruit trees.

. The area coatains some of 
the world's oldest Chllisi,ian 
communiess. Thie Greek Ortho­
dox churches are under thie 
jurisdiction of the PrSrirl•ch of 
Jertnatem. Others are Meikites 
—hhrittianI who follow the, 
Byzantme rite but are rneeri 

■ the ecclesiastical rushtritr of 
(the Pope in Rome. There are" 
also some Lrsin Rite Romm 
Crttlolisr.

The Arab jt>urarHst said:
”MtsSlr everyone from ShrS 

village is rciigteus. They are 
very quiet and very nice. The' 
people rrtISly support SociriIst 
life.”-

He srid about half supported 
!,he.Arrb .leadership of Presi- 
ecaS Gamal Abdel Nrsser of the 
^ited Arab Repubik: and the 
other's favored King Hussein of 
Jordan.
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Sirhan Sirhan is 5 feet 5 
inches and weighs about 120 
pounds;. His hair is dark and 
curly. His complexion is 
'swarthy. He speaks English 
with a slight accent that Chief 
Reddin reported seemed ‘Jamai­
can or Cuban.” *

He has been living with the /: 
brother who goes- by the nam'd 3 
of Joe at 696 East Howard i 
Street' in Pasa<tena, according^ 
to Mayor Yorty^. The Mayor”J 
said it was Joe who owned the^X 
gun held to have been used in-;^' 
the shooting, and the brotie^ 
told police officers he had no <; 
idea how Sirhan Sirhan got .the ;?• 
weapon. \ / .• ?

Alvin Clark, a M-year-oHd ’ ~ 
neight>or who is employed by>J 
the Pasadena Department of ’ 
Refuge, asserted in an intervteyc;;« 
reported by Unit:ed Press Inec-JS 
national that Sirhan Sirhanj^j 
‘■hatcd Kennedy becauee he- 
hated everyone with money^

Mr. Clark was quoted as ha^ 
ing said that Sirhan Sirhan had",; 

I received a $1,100 settlement;^ 
' last month on a claim of a headw; 
.injury suffered when he was1": 
• t:hrfwn from a horse. Cnlifonnlft'•« 
Hor-se Racing Board records in^ 
dicated he had had a hcense i»— 
1966 as an exercise boy an?;;; 
“hot walker,” coolmg out horrs^ 
at Hollywood Park:, but had noj-- 

। renewed’the license. ^
!• Chief Reddin said that Sirham^; 
Sirhan had complamed atooig^ 
'difficolty wilh his eyes, - ag^ 
parently from the arrert.sd a<^ 
cident with the horse. ' wj

John Shear, anassistant trairg^ 
er at the track, said in an int-err*^ 
view, according to The-AssgS;; 
ciated Press: . «j

“He waneed to be a jockey^ 
and the people around the track^ 
advised him to get a job on a ^ 
farm where he could exercsse--;- 
horses and learn to ride.” ,

Mr. Shear was also quoted 
as havmg said: _ ^

“When there was trouble be--., 
tween Jordan and Israel, he£ 
would be inflamed. Since I 
wasn’t intesested in politics, T--. 
would not eircurs it. But he 
was violently pro-Jordan» arid' 
nnti-rsasel.” .
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j Articulate Police ChidH A 
(• Thomas Reddin j . TOSl

NEW YORK-TlMES-

. ^THOMAS REDDIN, the po- 
■ ■*• lice chief of Los Angeies 

loolss a bit like Hubert 
Humphrey and is as artic­
ulate as most politicians. 
The 6tfoot-4-inhh poheeman, 
who’se salm, measured words 
were the nation’s mam link 
with tte facts yesterday as 
the shooting of Senator Ken-
nedy unfolded, 
was born in New 
York 51 year's 
ago and grew up 
in Denver. He ran 
a gas station and

Man 
in the 
News

served four years ... _____  
man in the Navy before be­
coming a polteeman in Los

as a sea-

Angles in 1941.
Whne working his way up 

on the Los Angetes force, he 
studied law .at Los Angeles 
univessities and represents 
what might be called the. 
"new breed of cop” in urban 
America. One of his first 
moves, he said when he be­

- came chief last year, woud 
be to reorganiee the depart­
ment so that it could apply 
current scientific and tech-

:^tedt6^;’‘^968] 7i ,?s
nhd police deprived antiwar ^-iJ 
ddmonstrafoss of their con-*- '<nf»r- 
ttitutionrl rights during Pres^’"^ X 
irden Johnson's visit to the ^,; M­

' city in June, 1967. Beating^-W* 
of edvdrrl demonstrafots • • . iA
"with billy clubs’’ was also’ ~’/b.v 
alteged. "

Last July, 100 of Chief " Jue 
Reddm’s men ’tomeed a "md. 
Black Musim mosque . td ’’qcv 
Serteh for a reported ar- "''iMl‘ 
ednal. They did not find one, T^;i"» 
and the ■ehidf joined Mayo?0' ’a!*.;' 
Samuel W. Yorty at a news ’"'dni.f 
conference rurieg which'? -'iO • 
they admitted, ’We were 'Tsna-. 
misted. We made a m’srake.‘efin bm

However Chief Redding'"’", ,’i- 
tack has generality been eoe.-."’0, x>. 
eilirtfry. AUhouhh he pre-"'" ’ism* 
claims that "crime in the"1 .‘‘‘Yij 1a 
ttredts” is his first prifrity/? "hunv 
he has called for tmpfovedl,*"•fo•ll•p 
relatfees with slum dweltees,';A'?. il 
whom-i he refess to as "fur,‘‘A”” oi' 
first ddfenee against riott.'’*"\ ‘km?” 
At the same time, keeping"’,1' y-,v 
an eye on all eontingenctes•,...,";:^ I1‘ 
he can express ieterdsn it.'SQ^. 
buymg for the force a 20ttorr;'•;”_ Ar,'"

_ ----- armored vdhicte costing
noioglcal knowtedge t.o poce • $35,000. Designed as a bar­
work. ■ • ■ • . ...

WJr.

■ „Che* Reddin, a beaming, 
210tpotlnd giant of a man, 

■ moved into one of the world’s 
toughest law-enforcement

jobs after the death last July 
of Wiliiam H. Parker, the 64- 
yerr-oid potice chief whose 
policy of holdmg his men at 
a distance from Los Angees 
blacks was blamed for pre­
cipitating the race riots in 
Watts in 1965.

As he demonstrated for a 
nationwide rudidnce while he 
was being questioned by 
newsmen after the aseassiaa- 
tion attempt. Chief Rdrrin is 
eft dreily flrppable. A rounrt■ 
faced man with dark eyes, 
he breaks into a wide, t.hin 
smite every few minutes, un­
ddt normal circumsranees. 
Even while rdplyieg to con- 
fus>ed questions about the 
shooting, he did not lose his 
composure.

The chief, the son of a 
New York miliionaire who 
lost his ffrtued white drilling 
for oil in Oklahoma, waf 
forced to drop out of the 

* Ueivdtsity of Colorado dur­
ing the Depressfon, in 1933..

Charges of poitee brutality 
and hIghhandeddess have,not 
bddn dlimiertdr in Los An- 
gelee under the Reddin re­
gime. Last Sdmptembdr the , 
Amdriern■ Civil Liberties 
Unten filed a suit against

ricade crusher, it carries 20’, “: 
men. ;;

Becauee of its sprawiigg • 
vastness, Los Angetes pre--- 
sents special probtems, and 
Chief Reddm’s $28,000-a-year™ 
job is regarded as one of thid"’J 
most difficult in the nation. '_ 
New York with three times"’'

vm:;.

■ sn$>

t?d

nj’i 
GHG'

as many people as Los An- ' Aq»- 
geecs, • last year had f’ve "'I o. 
times as many poheemen. As’ "'•Moo-
a rdeult, almost all patro’s in./^siw 
Los Angetes are made in7_pu*< 
prowl cars, whteh not oely’.”'?MO.O’ 
eule down the dffieidecy of"- -'lis.v. 
the police but tdvdrdly limies *"•!”,^ 
the polteeman’s opportunity,, 
to know the people under his,,,. ^ , pp
protectinn. „ •1111^

The protice in Los Angetes,,.„.,■• *.!4 
however, have the highest;^.,,.. 
pay scale in the nation, strtt■;■;! :’P - 
ing at $641 a month, com-. w
pared with New York's $586.. 
But the pay serld has proved’ 
inadequate to lure enough.’ 
good men into the force, and
Chief Reddin began pushing, 
for across-the-board increase’., 
and overtime pay as soon a’i 

' he took charge. He deplores.' 
what he cal’ the poor image;, 
that policemen have in the" 
UnUed States. ’ „,

"Actually, it’s exiting;,;, 
stimulating, gratifymg, well,-', 
paid work, and we’ve got to 
get this across. We’ve got to,., 
change our own attitddss/’”

„ erid the man with 27 years, 
• the department ehrrging thrt of pohee experience. _ ” fjw • • ••• ‘ ** ■ — . . . M*. we , .v . . . , !«•' »f

".nnv

‘‘VOC 
’■mom. -

‘■'-rrnV

, Hoop
* tm-'

? 6 
tn/- 
tou
7/’
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[NEW YORK TIMES] 
[June 7, 1968]

'HYSTERIA’IN WEST
, ' IS FEARED BY ARABS'.

• AMMAN,, Jordan, June 5 j 
(/PI)—aalestinians here voiced j 

. ; fears today that a "wave of .
: aati-Arab . hysteria" ‘ ia the | 
: United States and other West;- s

crn nations might follow alle- ’ 
• gations that a PaKstiman Arab f 
i had shot Senator Robert F. !

Kennedy.. >
i "Jewish propaganda” was i 
. one Palestinian Arab's reaction > 
• to reports that Sirhan Bishara [ 
' Sirhan had been charged in the ’ 
t ease. I
- "Its outaageous!” deelaired |

Mahmoud el-Sharif, editor of i 
i Amman's semi-officaal news- 1, 
-> paper-, Ad Destour. "What Arab • 
, in his right mmd would do a | 
. thing like tins? The only people ’

to benefit from such actions ; 
are the Jews."’

• Some Palestinians expressed j 
I the belief that Sirhan was a • 
- "hired killer" and part of a 1 
• Zioaitt plot to discredit the :

Arabs. j

[NEW YORK TIMES 
'•June 8, 1968]

<■ F.B.L Asks Israel for Data
| On Early Life of Sirhan

t ET TSIYIBS. Israeii-ecuupied 
* Jordan, June 7 (/PI)—Tee Fed- 
*eral Bur-eau of Investigation 
shas asked Israel for iiaforma- 
[ton on the childhood of Sirhan 
|Bishara Sirhan, the accused 
&murdeeer of Senator Robert F. 
£Kennedy, informed sources said 
ttoday.
£ The ar-ab elders of this small 
;yilaage paired a picture of a 
|boy who grew up in a poor 
|family that lived on church 
jcharity and who “was always 
»kept in close line by the father."’ 
r The fattier, Bishara Sirhan, 
* has lived her-e since leaving his 
wife and five childr-en in Pasa­
dena, Calfr., after family quar- 
i■Tess. Before going to Ameriaa, 
jthe Christian Ar-ab family lived 

• fin Jerusaeem with little money 
• to spend, the elders said.

* W ^wiv* iJ-

SIRHAN IS INDICTED' 

ON M/RDER COUNT;

[nevl^orCtimes. ' 

Jury Aets m8 Kenney8Death'' 

--—Girl Denies to the Polich 
■ She Said, 'We Shot Him' J

, By GLADWIN HILL '•*
’ Spclaa to The New York Times A

LOS ANGELES, June 7 —J, 
’ The. Los Sngeies County grand; 
jury late today indicted Sirhan, 

. Bishara Sirhan on a charge of! 
murder in the assassination off 
Senator Rotert F. Kennedy., 

. The murder charge was ac- ' 
compared by a five-count 
charge of assault with intent to i 
kill five other persons at the > 
Ambassador Hotel early Wed- • 
nesday., . •

The indictment was handled -j 
down by the grand jury shortly 
after a woman who identified ■ 
herself as Kathy Fulmer, 19 ; 
years oldl, surrendered to the 
pohee, saying she believed she -s 
was the woman in a white ■ 
polka dot dress whom the poHce ' 
had been seeking. . _ •. J

wr^riw

A woman so attired had been p 
quoted as shouting soon after i 
Mr-; Kennedy was- shot,. "‘We 1 
shot him! We shot him!" ‘

T’oday she said she had not } 
said tins, but merey had • 
screamed that Mr. Kennedy had [ 
been shot. The pohee said her 
descripltinn closely answered r 
that of the woman they had * 
been seeking.

Says She Was Hytterieaa ■
She explamed that shie was " 

Syttericaa as a result of the ; 
shooting and ran screaming t 
from the scene. She said she 1 
had no connection wih Sirhan. '

“Lvasseared!" she said. "The 1 
guy next to me got shot. I was . 
running and on the way out ; 
somebody yehed 'What hap- , 
pened?' I yeUed, "Kennedy was 1 
shot? ’’

The murder charge was in ] 
ae fii•tt degree, involving a , 
postibie death penat^y. The | 
charge of assault witti intent 
to murder carries a penalty of 
one to 14 years’ imprisonmnnt.

The grand j'ury hear-d testi­
mony that Sirhan loitered in" a 
Los Sngetes hotel csrridsr at 
least half an hour before Mir. 
Kennedy was shot there thsI•t- 
ly after midnight Wednesday.

After appearing before the 
grand jury, Jesus Perez, a d'sh- 
washer at the Ambassador Ho­
tel. told newsmen that a man 
he identified as Sirhan had < 
lmgeecd in the pantry esrridsr ’ 
nervousy tSuffliag papers, and 
had asked him "Three or four 
times" if Senator Kennedy ‘ 
would be going through the 
esrridsr|| 
. Mr, Per-ez said he himself - 
was shakmg hands with the ' 

V:^Senator at the moment the 
^jbullets struck him.

Hle did not see the shots 
„f .liired, he said, and in the eruth 
pt-their sound was so drowned 
' out; tSat he resided something 
„r had happened only when Sena- 
;„.tor Keaaedyis hand suddeny 

puHed from his grasp and the 
victim slumped to the floor. 

w„„ The dishwasher was the first 
g; of a tcsre of wttnesees pre- 
.-.;sented to the gr-and jury, 
ccv Ansthtr witnetf, Henry. Car- 

• . reon, told reportets that he en- 
n-.esuateeed Sirhaa at a thsotiag 

range in San Gabrieli, a suburb 
.„,adjoining Pasadnaa, Tuesday 

afternoon. .
■,>u He said Sirhan attaaded his 
;.vitstiee and they had a conver­
ts;'sation because of SirSanis rapdi- 
-"fire sSssting, winch was against 
- -range ruSts.
'•"I Sirhan, he said, w.as firing a 

t22-caliber revolver—tee same 
type of w.eapt>n that killed 

...Senatsir Kennedy. .
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■'•'t Sirhan, seized at the shoot- 
i'g’ng rrtne, was an unemployed 
. clerk, a resident alien for 11 
. ‘' years and an ardent Arab na­
'”” tionalist.■ Or,
•„,; Tells of Conversation

Police Inspector Peter Hagen 
(„■,today confirmed a report that 
•I;W. J. Wood, a geologist and 
a!"Arabic linguist, had told tnves- 
•"tigators of overhearing a con- 
•:;<■versation among three men who 
• i, seemed to be Arabs last Sunday 
-nmight at Kennedy campaign 

headquarters at 5615 Wilshire 
.g Boulevard. .
.ifI„ Mr. Wood, 43, who recently 

. spent five years in Saudi 
; Arabia, was quoted by The Los 
j.Angers Herald Examiner, as 

1c saying:
ri::?."They began speaking in a 

rlrtlnct Jordanon dlalect. One
.j,of them said: 'He won’t be in 
,„,the hotel tomorrow night, but 
,B,we can get him there the next 
s night:.” _ _ _ _

The "next night.” was Tutr- 
^day when Stnattir Kennedy 

was fatally wounded shortly 
L:after midnight:.
rl Inspector Hagen pointod out 
,,.that the phrasf "we can get 

him” could have had an in-
nocuous meaning. He ruggtsted : 

•'"the police .did not attach ma.- j 
jor importnnee to it, among ; 

.-scores of leads being pursued. ■, 
■ But he acknowlrdtrd that the . 
{ 'identity and whereaboute of the ■ 
y three were being investigatrd. < 
Li?. Mi. Wood, who did some vol- 
i'Lunteer work in Senator Kenne- • 
•^dy’ Democratic presidential i

primary campaign, could not be
. Lreached for comment.

, ’ The w^ness list included j 
' seven poHce offlcess, four hotel ( 
?employes, eight ambiance at- j 

^ tendanss, two doctore who 
. Jtreated thie rtrirktn Senator, 
‘""’County Coroner Thomas Nogu- 
.+ chi, an acqualntanee of Sir-han, 
'La friend of Senator Kennedy 
' L and two others shot in the hail

of bullers. k
The friend was Paul Ziffren, 

Los Angekis lawyer and a for- 
^mer Democratic nttitntl com- 
• u mtttormnn.

j'*' One of the shooting victims, 
•f Irwin Stroll, 19, testified from 

37a wheelchair, with his wounded 
‘ leg propped up. The other vic-

V.,.tim was Ira Goldstem, 19, a 
'*„.7i•arit newsman.
hL,. The district attorney's'office 
7?and the sheriff arranged for an 
*„unusual arraignment pr•octed- 

ing in the infirmary section of 
the county’s cent:ral jail, a mile 
south of toe city's center-.

jos Sheriff Peter Pitchess rtid j 
-n.the jail arraignment was occa- 
-•>• sioned by the fact that the de- 
nHftnrtnt was in tile infirmaty 
.,-i:with a ’pramed anke and 
.(,broken finge,, along with ‘‘toe i 
bnobvious need for total ’ecu- 1 
« irity.’’ i
a'«. Daily since Wtrntsray the 1 

pnsoner has been visited by ‘ 
r-A. L. Wirin, chief of counrtl for । 
.:-the local chapter of the Amer-
t ican Civil Liberttes Union. Each j 

sconneeting has lasted about an : 
v,hour and a htiS. ■

-* i Sirhan’s counsel is now pud- . 
.a, lic Defender Richai-d S. Buck- 1 
?i ley, a county tmptoye. i
n,,, But the A.C.L.U. said its pro­
ws posal that private counsel be j 
.,;,selected by a judge from a list | 
.^f nommees had received J
arfavotable reaction from Supe- J 
rt,•rior Judge Arthur Alarcon. 1 • 
s judge AJarcon is filiing in for ) 
«.the preslding judge of the * 
S Crimmal Courts, Richai-d

Shaueil, whom the A.C.L.U.
•^lruggested to select counsel for 
j(l Sirhan.
iior. It was ruggerted that the list - 
.■>-might tie prepared by . the 
a,apounty bar association and the 

criminal courts bar association,
•Ain collabotatlon wito the public 
jrdeftnrler and the A.CL..U. 
ns- Dirtrict Attorney Eveie
^’fit'Uunter ralr personnel of h’s 
j office as well as poHce inves- 
w•wtigators had questioned Sir-han, 
-ribut in a rtnse it was like 
e.ltalking to the man in the 
-rlmot>n.” ,

"It was a ont-rirtr conver- ' 
>r5ttitn—he wtulrn’t even an- 
,tll5•■vcr to what h’s weight was,” 
-MJ.. Younger rtid.
-Ai, The Dirtiiit Attorney told re- 
top-M-tess he was “uneaty about 
e-anything” connected with the 

rt'.t:n.st, becauee of porslble in- 
n4tentatintaI repercussions.
48 ”Etvtrytoing that is done or 
nisaid will be rcrutinierd by poli- 
v•itlcians all over the world,’’ he 
• ‘rsaid. "Some will want our coun- , 
entry and our system of justice •

to look as bad as tiny can ^ke • 
it lttk:”
, The poHce reported tolltly • 
that they had discovered a car 
belongtag to Sirhan only about 
a block from toe Ambassador 
Hote,, where it had apparentiy 
been since Tutslity night.

The car is a 1956 DeSoto 
painted pink and white. .

Officer said a key found in 
Sirhan’s pocket Tuesday night 
fitted both the car door and 
ignition swkch.

twww^srs^rw^^
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WOMAN IS SOUGHT I 

• IN KENNEDYDEATH 

h [NEW_.YORK„TIMES]
- June 7. 19681 . . 

, A Witness Say's She Ran 
' From Scene Exclaiming

That 'We Shot Him!’ - •

. By GLADWIN HILL
1 Special to The New York Time#

LOS ANGELES, June 6—The 
Los Angeles Police Department 
pressed a statewide search to-1 

I day for a possibe accompUce' 
in the assassination of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy,, as the au- 
i;hfritl■er prepared the prosecu-' 
tion of the principal defendant.

1 employe-, wlo was n^ den*; 
fied, but ertabiishcd no link. 
They said it apparentiy had 
been a cars of a worn key that 
just htppenee to fit the hotel 
worker's car.

The other possibee c ue con- 
cei•nee four $100 bils found n 
the defendant’s pocke,, ra’smg 
the possibility, that he had been 
■hitee to shoot the Senator. ■ 
. The poKce cltssffied this a’ 
quhe inconcluslve, since S1'™ 
•was known as thrifty, and had 
recentiy coHetted an m’urance 
settiement for an academt. .

The police । denied repor’s 
that the defendant's rights 
mirht have been inrrinved m a 
search of hrr Pastdeet hoe^v 
yesteeday and the impoundmg 
of some- document wihiout a 
warrant. A department spokes-

mtn rtid a brfihtr of the ele- 
fendant had admitted officers 
voluntarily to the house, mak­
ing a warrant unnecessary. '

Told of Notebook Eeti•s 
' Mayor Yorty stie yesterday 
•that a noeebook of Sirhan’s 
contained an enti•s saying the] 
Senator !teurt!' be kllV!e by* 
June 5. He also speculated that1 
the eefeniitlnt had ltft-wieg> 
associations. '

En^rging on the same theme 
at his new's conference today,' 
the Mayor said that Sii•tltln had 
“clearly expressed h’s Com-' 
mun|sr rt'mpathy in h’s writ- 
!err and..thtr it wts■apptrvnt' 
ittr an evil Cfelelun'.rt or­
ganization has payed a part in 
inflaming the trrarrie of Pi■eri- 
dent Kennedy." . -

I He rtie the autthoritiss 'haave

/ A pohce bulletin transmitted ' 
to law-enfoceement agencies 
throughout the state said Los I 
Angees officers waneed to. 
question a woman in her twen-

• ties. She had been repotted to 
have exclaimed jubilantly at' 

. the scene of the shooting of 
Senator Kennedy early y'ester-

* day, “We shot him!” The iden- 
' tity of t.he woman was not 
* made pubiut. •
- In the wake of the Senator's 
• death early this mornmg, the 
■ District Attfrnty’s office pre- 
1 pared muI•iler charges against • 
* the accused assailant, Sirhan 
t Bishara Sirhan.
i Official apprthensions were' 
1 vomed that an unprejudicedd 
. trial might be j•eopaedi-eed by ' 
, rdckless disseminatinn of hear- 
I say regareiing the 24-year-odd • 
. Jtrusalem-boen Jorilalnaen. '
2 Controversy was rising in ■ 

Los Angees over the actions of 
Mayor Samuel W. Yorty be­
cause of statements, he has 
publicly made concernnig Sir- 
han and certaun items of pos-. 
sible evidence. ,.

Expressions of coectre came 
■ from Attfrety General Ramsey 

Clark, the Los Aegeler District 
At.tfrnts, EveHe Younget, and 
the American Civil Libtrtidr, 
Umon, which may etfene Sir- 
han. ‘ ■

Poli’ce Chief Thomas Keddin, 
said he had not excluded the' 
possibiiity that more than one 
person was ievolded in the kill­
ing. . In the bulletin transmttted 
to law-enfolrvemnnt agencies 
■the Los Angdes pohce said 
they warded to question a 
Caucasian fd.male, between 23 
and 27 years old, five feet six 
inches tall, who had been 
observed at'’ the assassination 
scene wealing a blue voHe. 
dress with white polka dots 
and a bouffant cfifurrd.

Mss Sandy Serrano, 20, a 
cochairman of Youth for Ken- 
etds in the suburban Pas- 
aetea-Attactena area,, told of­
fices that just after the ■ 
shooting she had seen a woman 
of that dercriptien run out 
of the hotel exclaimting tri- 
umphantiy, “We shot him! We 
shot him!” : ;

“Who eie you shoot?!’ she 
asked the woman.

“We shot Keeneelt-!” the 
woman tnr^veted, accordmg to 
M’ss Serrano. •

Another •wtensrs quesi:ioned 
by the poise, Booker Griffin, a 

. Negro community ldaetr■, said 
he had stee a, woman of sim-­
lar dtscripitien a few minutes 
btfoi•e the shooting in the com­
pany of a man rerembling the 
Senator's assailant. .■ ;

Held in Maximum Security’
Sirhan was being held ueetr 

"mtxi:imem .security”’ in a medi­
cal unit of .the County Central 
Jail a mile east of the city's 
ctettr.. ,' 1

He was larraigned yesterday 
on six counts of assault with 
intent to mudder, covering in­
juries inflicted on Senator Ken­

. nedy and five other pti•sonr by 
eight bulldte ttom a .22-caliber 
revolver.

The police moved today to 
change the charge to muriterl 
but were persuaded by District 
Attorney Younger that this 

• woudd not be ntcesrary in view; 
of tie rchddut!d presentatinn 
of tie case do the county grand 
jury tomorrow.

District [Attorney Younger, 
said he; planned to present 17 
wknesses to the grand jury.

After an ;|indictmnnt is hand­
ed down a ,eefeneaeit must be 
arraggned wiih^m 48 houirs, and 
the trial must be set within 60 
day's after be enters hs plea.

The District Attorney said 
tie fact that Sirhan was an, 
alien would not affect.prosecu- 
tife proceeuires.. '

However his Jordanian na­
' tionality could rtrult in an ad­

ditional charge of a free armss 
law violation. Califoenia for? 
bieir alitert uniike citizens, to 
possess "any firearm capable 
of being -concealed upon the 
person.” Penaitirs range from 
a $500 fine to five years in 
prison. •. .,

The Polcee Department pres 
pared witness rubpotear for 
two Negro athletes prommant 
in the Kennedy campaign,Roose­
velt Grier of the Los Angeles 
Rams and Rafer Johnson, ffi■- 
mer Olympic decathion star-, 
now a tele.vitinn commentator.-

They were among those whof 
scuffied with Sirhan in the] 
Ambassador Hotel pantry just 
after the shots were fieed.

I The American Civil Libertfes 
Umon, which Sirhan asked to 

■ help him get a lawyet, said it 
was trying to work out an ar­
rangement to, have a. Los

Angetes Superior Court judge 
eerignate counsel from a list of 
lawless prepaeed by the libertirs 
umon. , ;

Pohce spokesmen said ’ two 
clues suggesting possible in- 
volv•ement of other persons had 
been unproductive.

One was an ignition key. 
found in Sirhan’s pocket that 
fitted a car parked near the! 
hotel owned by a hotel kkchenI 
empk>ye. .
• Detectives inlerrogated the.
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I..... ... ....................... .
। learned his car was seen out­
side meetings where Commu­
nist organizations or Commu­
nist front organization were in 
session.”

"From that circumstanee we 
probably can deduce he was in 
contact with Communist,” he 
said. • .

I He said he had received a
1 telephoee call from Attorney 
, General Clark expressing con­
cern over his airing of possibee 
trial evidence. • . ,

■ “But,” the Mayor said, "I told 
him that; I’m a lawyer, I’m in 
a posidon here where I’m going 

■ to have t;o try to exerc’se what 
the public needs to know about 

'■this .case. There is so much 
eevidence in this case.”. , ( ;

State Attorney General Thom­
as Lyncch in a formal state- 
‘ment today said he had “cau­
tioned Mayor Yorty to confine 

i his retene of infrrmttirn,” cit­
I ng court Uecisions that “evi­
, dence may be rufod out and a 
, trial severely hampered by such 
■ pubhc statement.” '
' ,The Civil Libcrtiss /mon 
1 chaper*, here expressed regret 
I that the Mayor seems com- 
ipeiled to discuss the character 
and background of Sirhan,”

“Regardless of the evidence 
aval,?*ee to the prosecufion,” 

,it sard, “the defendant has a 
;right to a jur-y unpeejudieed by 

s inflamatory crmmenis.’’

Cleric Cites Arab-Israeli Hate as Factor in Shootings
By JOSEPH NOVITSKI

“If one :is looking for 
pnychoiogiital background 
this as.sass'inafion, it must

the 
of 
be

‘ found in the years and years 
.. of Arab-Israeli hate"’ Bishop 

Shahe Ajam Ajamhm of the Ar­
menian Orthodox Church in 
Jerusalem said here yesterday.

AlCroughl they wer-e not 
member-s of his church, Bishop 
Ajamian, Ghancelior of Jeru­
salem’ Armenian Patriarchaee, 
knew file family of Siriian Bish­
ara Siriian, t.he young Arab 
Cllristian befog held in the kih- 
ing of Senator Robert F. Ken­
nedy. . . '

The Armt)nian preiate is in 
the /atted (States to help in a 
Chrisiian-Jewlsh-Motlem effort 

, to rhine $3-miilion to rebuHd 
' Christiaan silirines on Mount 
Zion tCht ’were UamageU in 
Arab-Israeli., craflict over the 
years. ‘

Recalling Iyoimg Sirhan’s ed­
ucational hackgroimd and the 
shifting temper of Palestfoian 
Arab feelfo.'ns tawad Israel, the 
Bishop suggested that Sir-ham 
had left Jeruisaeem when Arab 
hate for Israel was. at its peak.

Recalls Phnsionate Speech’s ' 
' He said in, an interview aCha 

he thrugCt Sir-han might not 
have seaneU■ a moUeI•at.inn of 
Arab attitudes in Jerusalem 
after the A.raltI-rteeli war in 
June, -967.

Bishop Ajamian spoke of 
“ptssionate speeches on all the 
Arab radr-s speeadfog Catt’‘ in 
the period imnleiliately frHrw- 
ing the Suez war in -956. The 
Sirhan family, whichl CaU Uved 
in the Arneenfon quarter or 

HJeruisahim near die Patriarchate, 

arrived in New York in Janu-! 
ary, -967. ,
I Asked wCethrr ha thought 
rrganizatians in this country;

that dealt in ant;i-irteel propa­
ganda, file prec’se, soft-spoken 
priest said, “I suppose that 
there must be.”

'J Thie Armenian Orthodox
qChurch, Bishop. Atamian said, 

l is one of the Eastern Chrisiian 
' fatthr, like, file Copfic and 
’ Ethirpian Churches, and oper- 
; ates all the primary ncCoonn 
! in the Armeman sector of 
: Jerusalenl|s Old City.
i He said he believed that Sir­
> han had attended one of the 
> church-s schools, although he 
1 did not remember the boy.
‘ Sirhan’s father, Bishara Sfo- 
; han, “was known to qutte. 
f everybody becauee he used to 
t work in the municipal water;

department," Bishop Atamian 
‘ said. He recaHed that the

V

I

v

fathe/was a very quiet man 
and that the family had a r’epu- 
tafion of piety and devotfon..

Known as Arab Chrisfians '
“They are what we call Arab' 

Chrisitans,” tie Bishop said... 
“They are known as an honor-’ 
able and conservatiee family.”, 

Bishop,Atamian met Senator! 
KeaneUy last February whenj 
he accompanied the Armenian 
Patriacch of Jerusalem, El’sha! 
II, on a visit to the Senate. 
He was impeessed with Sena­
tor Kenedy's knowledge of the . 
Arab--steeli proMem during a’. 
15-minute craversafian.

“His approach was very — 
I want to use the term Chr-s- ’ 
dan, that of a person who 
loves, human beings as such,”! 
the preiate said. . , ,.

Bishop Ajamita spoke to Ms 
Patriarch WeUnesUay night in , 
Jerusalem and afterwaud, in a 

■ telegtam to Mrs. Kenneiiy, ex-­
pressed the Patriarch’s sorrow. 
The Bishop said he planned to 
attend Senator Kennedy’s
funei-al here.

ww^^tig^^^ ---- —w



KENNEDY/USA (188)

Kennedy,as Reporter,Came to Admire thelsraelis
By PAUL HOFMANN

The Israeis "are a young, 
tough,. determlned nrtitOl” a 
22-year■•t)ri correspondent. 
Robert F. Kennedy, cabled 
from Palestine to The Boston 
Post just 20 years ago.

They’re ‘Tough, Determined,’'project was first discussed last 
y g , autumn, then again gar|igr this

He Cabled Btsttn Post jyear, Mr. Feldman' said. He

Just 20 Years Ago
said he himself visited Israel 
about two months ago, convey-

।ing messages from Senator Ken-‘ng ng-»i^*»gi••’
rgaih. Ao Israeii tank convoy^ed/ /o’ PSm/ MinlS ge^nLeVr 

foriicalem in which cP was'Eshkol, Dgfensg MiniStgeThe fedgimg reporte,, who/® J!^ Dayan and other off­
already revered pugnactiy a'nd o^ the Arabs Mr Kgnngdyihlals. Mr-. Feldman said he was 
"-'-” added: "They fighti rgached Jerusalem witii the|ntt ^ liberty to discuss the 

unparailglrd courage, help of an Isr•agli tank Captain. terms of t.heHmesi?,gge’|bUt„hgp p "KMl»
"vigor,' 
with
This is their greatest and last
chance; there will' be no turn­
ing back."

, The young Mr. Kennedy, be­
tween Harvard University and 
the University of Virginia Law 
School, served his stint as a 
newspaperman covering the 
fighting between Arabs and 
Jews that, in 1949), was to lead 
to the estabHshmcnt of the

Anothg^ biographer, Mar-i
garet Laing,
wrote in her book:,

who is Brttihh.
The Next

state of Israel. By his own

emphasized that ‘Iisrag| could 
not have had a better friend’’

Kgnogdy” (Coward-MCCan,, 
1968,, that the young war cor-- 
respoodgnt's pra’se for the Is­
raels was his first pubic state­
ment on a political issue.

than the Senator.
Criticized in U.N. By Arab

Miss Laing continurd: "Sus­
picions of anti-Semitism still 
(probaNy unfairly) clung to 
his father [former Ambassadorst. - a‘glJ -tu r n his father [former Ambassador . choice, he lived with Israehjj h p [Kennedy], but for 

solaers. , • . khe son, the Jews had the qua-
Th’s gariy experience wasitc,s he admired most. And as 

w>ca lhra/getgnrlr'r’l^ Pgrethiklmg passed, his emotional com- 
'who ha/aibee R■pn>t><sgv tt!l■!thaimitmgot to them’ was to grow. 
l™HfSghrtOrLKeO0grykA)a^e .aiHe lncrgasingly believed that 
:motif Jh^b must. be . kept Jniho could commun-cate witii 
mind in evaluating his r•era-!t'tg co 
tionship towadds Jews aod|the, ’ ,
IsraeL Mr. Kennedy's often 1 Admired Jewish Sprit
protessgd sympathy for Israel] Rgachrd at her home in Lon- 
,was not a maitgr of political]don yesterday. Miss Laing .sair 
'expediency, some of ^ese in a telephone ioigrvitw that 

Jsour-ces stressed, but stemmedi^e had spent three weeks in 
I from an enduring emotional. 1966 with the Senator and the
involvement.

, Close Scrapes With Death
It was widely felt yester­

day that exploitation of Mr-. 
Kenngdyis posture toward Is­
rael was reeevant becauee the 
suspect held in his slaymg. 
Sir-han Bishara Sirhan, was a 
24-year old Jerusalem-born 
Arab .immigrant.

One of the late Senator's

Kennedy family, The Senator 
admired "the spirit of deter­
mination and discipIige” of the 
Jgwish people, whom he con- 
sidergr an underprlVltegrd 
community, the Bntish. author 
recaUed. '

Senator Kennedy was plan­
ning to revisit Israel sometime 
this year-. A Washmgtnn lawyer, 
Maurice Feldman, was makmg 
tentative arrangemenss.biographerr, Ralph de Tole­

dano, wrote in his generally . .----- _
unsympatiittic book, "R.F.K. Mr. Feirman said m a tee­
The Mian Who Woudd Be Pres--.phone interview yesterday, be- 
rgot” (G. ■ P., Putnam’s Sons,'cause the visit might have been 
1967) about how the young'interptttrd as a political move, 
reporter narrowly escaped Senator Kgonedy’s travel

'The plan wasn’t publiciged,,

Throughout his political
career, Mr. Kennedy made ' 
many statemenis favorabee to 
Israel and was a frequent 
speaker in Jew’sh, Zitoist and 
pro-israel gathermgs. He ’ '
emphasized his support for 
Israel befoie, during and after 
the . Middle East war ,last ' 
summer. ’ 1

Hs .staod drew a harsh reac­
ton from an Arab spokesman ' 
in a Untied Nations Securtiy 
Council debate on the Middte . 
East cr’s’s last June 12. Jamil 
M. Baroody, who has been v 
Saudi Arabia’s reprgsgnratlge 
at t.he world organizatioes for 
more i.hao 20 years, pictured 
Mr-. Keongrty as a pro-Zion’:st, - 
describing him as an “upstart, ' 
tie son of the ■ whisky, 
merchant’”Io 1964, when Mr. Kenncrty 
was rtooiog against Sgoator 
Kgnneth B. Keating, the Action -
Commtitge on Amgrican-Aaab i 
Relation,, a .miitiantiy anti­
Zionist group, portrayed both 
men as being beholden -
to Israeh” ' ,

It was ncatied yesterday 
that Mr. Keoogriy was iotgr- 
gsigd in and concerned with 
the plight of Palestinion Arab 
refugees because of the work 
of his brother, Senai.or Edwai-d 
M. Keoogry, Democrat of 

. Massachusetts, as chairman of 
the Special Seoatg Subcommit• •

I tee on Refugees and Escapges.
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Suspect Is a Strong Nationalist
Whio Hoped to Return to Jordan'- 
NEW YORK JIMES.] . ;

;June '7,-1968] - t
Family Remains Silent

।

।

I 
c

By ROBERT WINDELER
Special toThe New York Times

PASADENA, Calif., June 6

t
1

—Sirhan Bishara Sirhan always 
meant to go back to Jerusalem 
some day, Linda Massri said 
last night outside the cream­
colored clapboard cottage here 
where the 24-year-old suspected 
slayer of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy lived with his moher 
and two brother..

“The who^ family, hoped to 
i•rt;urn to Jordan together and 
reclaim their lost land—that 
was their dream and that's why 
most of them didn't become 
American citizens" she said.

Mbs Massri, a near neighbor 
and close friend of the Sirhan 
family. and herseif an Ameri­
can of Syrian extaactinn, then 
went inside the three-bedroom 
house to visit Sharif Sirhan,

. one of the suspect's elder brohh- 
• ers. She emerged an hrcr lptrr

with two other Syrian women 
from HoUywood and the news 
that Sharif Sir-han woudd not 

=;talk about the suspect or the 
(shooting of SenntorKrnnedy.

Sharif Sirhan, who is. said 
,6 be -30 or 31 yrai•s old, 
.his brotiies, Adel, 29. and their 
'mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan, who 
• joined him an hour lates, have 
kept the silence. 'The three 
stayed in the family home last 
night. gui■lird by four Psadena 
p°licemen put there at the re- 
'quest of the American Civvl; 
L ibertiss Umon. ,

A trirgram sent by Mrs. Sir- 
,han to the Krnnr0y• family was 
the only break in the .riIrni:r. 

■The telegtam. sent from Ppra- 
'dena this afternoon, said:
* “It hurts us very bad whatl 
has happened and we express 
'our frrlingr. with them and 
■rrprcitl'y with the chndren and 
iwith Mr's. Kennedy and with 
'the mother and father I want 
them to know that I am rrtlly 
crying for them and we pray 
:that God will make peace— 
'i-rtlly .praie—m the heart of 
the poeple.” It was signed

•"“Mrs. Mary Sirhan.”
The suspect Iked quietiy, 

almost obscure!, with his 
mothe., Adel and a younger 
brohher. MClnier, - who is 20 

■ years old and is sometimes1 
:called Joc. The smaH, on^. 
story ho■urr. like those around 
•it, is about, 45 years old. The

family has owned it for six 
year's,' but there were many! 
times when 'the payment on 
it almost were not met. The 
house is estimated to tie worth- 
about $15,000. J

The house is on tree-imed' 
East Howadd Street, which 
runs through a rtcItliy mixed 
nrighborhood. The tiny lawns 
are wriiikrpt and the gtrdrnr 
abound in flowess, particularly 
roses at this time of year.

Sirhan .Sirhan was a some­
time gardener, and his neigh­
bors knew him- mostly as a 
quiet youhr who worked hard; 
around the hrurr. in his 
rtudles and. most recrntly, as a 
clerk in a nrighborhood health 
food store. *

But in private conversations! 
—tarticulally in the year since 
the start of the Art)b-rsteefi. 
war—he was violently anti­
Zionist and pr°-Palrrtnre.. 
With friends and acquaini- 
ances of his own age he was 
outspokenly against American 
support of Isi•arf.

Two Years at Coilrge
“But we all were,” said a 

28iyrar-oid Syrian woman, a 
friend of Adel and Sir-hian, who 
asked that her name be with­
held. “We all had strong feel­
ings about it. especial! whim 

'we got together He was no 
more active than anybody else 
and he's never made any 
threatenigg remarks about any­
one.” •

The young woman is a mem­
ber of the American Arabs, a 
youth offshoot of tin United

American Arab Congress of 
Southern CaHrorniaxin HoHy- 
wo°d. She said SIrhali, Adel 
and Sharff had all attended 
meetings of the group during 
the ArabIrsteeli war/ but that 
they were not member's.

There is no Arab youth 
’ group in Pasadena except for 
Arab Student at Pasadena City 
C°llegr. Sirhan attended that 
c°llrgr for two year's, 1964-66, 
and was a member of the Arab 
rtcOent groun.

The organizatinn American 
Arabs, in a program called 

: USOMEN. .scpplleO Jor'daman 
and Syrian refugees with 
money during the war. It was 
not known, whether the sus­
pect participated in the fund­
raising.

Pasadeaa itself has few Arab 
famlHes, ertimae:d to be fewer 
than 50, and they are scattered 
throughout this city. rpthrr 
than concrnttated in one neigh­
borhood. Those of the older 
generation like Mrs. Sirhan who

preferred to' speak Arabic or 
who had not learned Enghsh, 
are in particularly close con­
tact but Mss Massri said all 
the famiIl■rs knew each other 
to some 0rgi•er. .'

There is a larger Arab com­
munity in Los Angeles, num­
bering perhaps 20.000 persons, 
which its own newspaper, and 
some members of the Sirhan 
family were known to it. Adel, 
the most gregarious of the 
brothere, was a frequent visitor 
to the Arab-Ameritnn gather­
ing spot in greater Los Ange­
les. . .

. • rNEW YORK-TIMES]]’ ■ ■ il ” 
iarey Life Termed. Brtarr'.“

- By TERENCE SMITH
Spr^rtllIt°The>NrwY°rkTlmM •

JERUSALEM, June -—In the 
class records of the Jerusalem ' 
Evangehcal Lutheran School 
'for 1951-52 there is an entry 
for a --year-odd first grader 
named Sirhan Sirhan. . .
' The grades are uniformly 
high. The boy ranked fifth in 
his class of 26 st.udenrs, and in 
the margin of the report his 
tepcher commented: 'Diligrent, 
attentive in clasSi ln0urari°ur 
Pn0 good in character. - He 
should be promoted.” 

J The records for the next four ' 
■ years follow the same' pptterni 
;and the grades, except fw the 
class in drawmg, which he per­
ennially failed. reman high. 
The compostte picture h thpt 
of a welI-batanrog, secure boy 
with a prontislng academic/fu- 
ture.

“What the records do not
show” Salim Awad, t.he hra0i 
master of the school who was 

. Sinha^s tracheIi, .rti0 in an in- 
arrvirw toriay, “is what.went 
on at home. The ftthrr 'and 
mother had terrible fighSs, and 
the chiMren suffered as a re­
sult. Their father beat them, 
and drove the two oidrst boys 
to desperation. Finally they 
moved out and lived by them- 
rrlvr.r.” '

Just as it was around t.he 
world. the name Sirhan was 
being dircu.rsr0 today in the 
Ouo City of Jerusalem, where 
the man accused of kiJiing Sen-, 
ator .Robert F. Kennedy lived 
for near'! a 0rca0r. ’

TOiJ" l'^l^,f^^'*W>',®!^l!’,l
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I From the recollections of rel- 
!atives, teachers, neighbors aod 
clergymen, there emerged a 
portrait of a bitterly fractious 
family dominated by a violent 
father, and held together by 
a zcalously religious mother, 
whose view of life was as rigid 
an her ideas of salvation. •'

There was in the view of one 
neighbor, "simply no joy in the 
Sir-hans’ world. It was a vicious 
place."
' Parents Wed in Jerusalem

Mary and Beshara Sirhan 
met and married in Jerusatem 
and their chikinin were bonn 
in a small house in the Musraaa 
Quarter, in the sector of the 
city that became Israeii after 
the war in 1948.

As it did so many othier 
famlUss in Palestine, the war 
uprooted the Sirhans. Thie 
father lost his job with the city 
water supply and the family 
last neariy. all of its possessions 
,when it fled to the Arab sector 
and settied in the Old City. 

I The Sirhans — there were 
1 seven of them at this'pont— 
moved into two rooms on the 
street level of an old st:one 
house on a street that runs 
between the Jewish and Arme­
nian Quarterns of the Old City. 
Four other famllisr, three
Christian and one Moslem, 
lived in the other part of the 
house. Water had to be drawn 

, by hand from a pump, vIvc- 
.tricity had never been installed.

Zirhan was the fourth of' 
five .sons. His brothers -were 
Shartf, Saidallah, Adel and 
Munir Sirhan, and they had a 
slender, sickly sister, Ida.

House Still Stands
Their house is still on Souk 

el Houssov Street, at the corner 
of Al Mulak Street, but the. 
wmdows and door's have been 
covered. Early last year,' the 
near-by Armenian Conven, 
winch owns the buildtng, de­
cided that it was unsafe and 
waHed up the opening’s. Of the 
neighboss, only the family of 
Amin Yousef Hashima still Jives 
in Jerusale.m.

•T’he .Sirhans kept to' them­
selves when they lived here,’’ 
Mrs. Hashima tod a calmer 
today'. "They had little to do 
with us and never spoke to the 
Arntenlans. The mother always 
talked about Jesus and religion. 
She told the childten about 
Lutitetan-sm and Jesus and 
how Jesus was crucirted.

In the months after the war. 
Beshara Zh'han found no work 
and the family’s position be­
came desperate. Late in 1948, 
Mrs. Zh'han came to Pastor 

. Daoud Haddad of the Lutheaan 
• Chuach of the Saviour in the 
Old City, and begged for help.
’She Was not a member of 

!our congregation,’” the pastor 
said today, "but we did what 
we coud to help.”

For the next seven years, the 
Church of the Saviour all but

supported the * Siriians. The 
parish provded them with used 
clothmr, and food and per-, 
mirted thtii childten to attend, 
the church school tuitinn-tree.’ 
Pastor Haddad frvquvntly vis- 
• ted the family' dark, squald 
home.. .

He remember-s the' fourth 
son, Ziritan, very vividly-.

! "He was a clever boy—very 
quick—but unstable and very 
unhappy" the pastor said as 
he sat in the living room of h’s 
rvsidvocv in the Old City. "I 
.remember thinking that he

woud have a very difficult 
time later in life becauee th® 
family he grew up in lacked 
t'e basic thmgs a boy needs to 
under-sand lffe. .

"Beshar-a had frequent vow- 
ivot' fits and was given . to 
breaktng what little furniture 
they had, and beating the chil- .• 
dren. He thrashed them with’ 

• sticks and with his fists, when­
ever thvy.disobeyed him.

Young Sir-han seemed to 
have some of this vio-ence in • 
him," the pastor went on. ’He 
was thin and nervous and in- 
cltned to sudden burs’s of 
temper'. At other times he was 
oddly quiet, for long periods”

The pastor rvcal-s the moUter ■ 
as the dominant figirre in the ’ 
lives of the Sihran childven. 
"But she was har-sh hersvir." 
he said. She was terribly nar- ■ 
row-mmeed and rigid in reli­
gious matte's, but she loved 
the childven in her way and 
she managed to hold the fam- .’ 
ily together?’ .

A cousin, Mt's. HvIvo Ode, •
whose mother was a sister of 
Mary Sirhan's mother, recalted ‘
her cousin' dominance over .' 
her fourth .son. '

Sirhan was always with h's , - 
mother, she said, in a conversa- . 
ton in the Old City home. "She 
never let him out of her sight 
She always nvvmed to be afraid 
to let him go out by himseff’”

In addition to his fits of . 
temper, Mr. Sirhan appartntly 
was sometimes harsh in h's . 
punishment of the boys. Selim .
Attas, a boyhood acquaintanee • 
of Sirhan’s, who grew up in 
the neighboriioor, hemvmbess . 
an inci’dent when the father '
heated an iron and prestve it 
against Sirhan' heel. "I r•v- 
member Sirhan coming to 
school with no shovs,” Mr.
Attis said.

In 1956. for r-easons that are 
not entirely clear-, Mrs.' Sirhan 
began, to drift away from the 
Church of the .■Saviour, where - 
she and her daughter had be­
come regular worshiped. . ,

"I think she began' to get 
help from another rvIigioss 
group in Jvrusalem’" Mr. Aaas 
said. A lot of the poorer fam- 
iiies do that move from one 
eenomtnatinn to another to get 
all the support they can.” 
• The next year, the Sirhans 
made their move to the United 
States, apparentiy under the 
tpontor-hlip of the Umted Na­
tions Relief and Work’s Agency. 
Authoritative sources said to­
day that agency had pad part 
of the expenses of the mover, 
though a top official of the 
agency here r-efused to confirm 
or deny the report.

The final break in the Sirhan 
family came while it was in the 
United States. After the sep­
aration, the father returned to 
Jerusa-em and four years ’ago 
moved to the viiaage of Et 
Taiyiba, seven mites northeast 
of the west-bank town of 
RamaHah, where he wans born 
53 years ago. Et Taiyiba is a 
nrosoerous viHage of about 
3.000 Aaabs, 80 per cent of 
whom are Christinsf.

As far as the peopte of Old 
jerusatem were concerned, the 
Sirhans all but ceased to exist 
when they moved away'. No let­
ters or communicatinn of any 
kme were received during the 
intevvmtgg evcade. The nam® 
Sirhan was harely mentioned! in 
tiie Old City until yestedday. ’. ,
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ARAB PROPAGANDA SCORED
[NEW YORK TIMES. June 7, 1968] •

TEL AVIV, June 6 (Reuters) - Israeli newspaper’s said 
today that Arab propaganda against Israel lay behind the 
assassination of Senator Kennedy.

In a typical reaction, the Tel Aviv newspaper 
• Maariv said that a campaign of hatred originating foom 
Cairo, Damascus and Amman had spread around the world.

Another newspaper-, Yediot Aharonot, said: "The 
assassination was part and parcel of the 'Ar-ab Struggle1 
that for year-s has struck dead women and chiddeen in 
Israel but has now burst out to engulf.the Arabs' 
American beneeacCors.11

ARABS LINK SENATOR'S DEATH TO POLICY OF U.S.
(Special to The New York Times) 

„[NEW YORK TIMES. June 7, 1968]................................ .. , ,
BEIRUT, Lebanon, June 6 - Initial Ar-ab reaction today de­
plored the assassinatOn of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, but 
several newspaper editoriass her-e asserted that the crime 
could not be isolaeed fomm United States policy in the 
Middle East.

Many iniividucSs appeared shocked. "My. immidiate 
thoughts ar-e with the Kennedy's 10 children,” a taxi 
driver said, while a shopkeeper asked: "What has become of 
this world that thinks of nothing but bloodshed?" 

The fact that the suspect in the assassinatOn, 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, was iientifeid as an Ar-ab .from 
Jor-dan has generated profound interest in the Middle East.

Reports that Senator Kennedy's recent staeoments 
urging the United States to supply Israel with, fighter 
planes had prompted the shooting'were featueed .in the 
Arab press. •

Two Beirut newspapers expressed the opinion that 
the assassinatOn was a Ziiiist-isspreid conspiracy, 
aimed at undermining the relations between the .Ar-ab and 
American peopJ.es. Jin ’Amman, Jor-dan, the semioificicl 
Al Dastour said that oinly'the Israelis could benedt 
from such a crime.

In Feerut, The Daily Star an Eiglish-iigguagc 
newspaper denounced Sirhan as an outcast, and declaeed 
that the assassination "has shocked the entire Ar-ab world.” 

King Hussein of Jordan, in a message to President 
Johnson, said that the assassinatiowiss “particularly 
shocking to me."

Premier Abdullah Yaffi_if Lebanon declared that all 
Lebanese wer-e pained by theTtaagedy that has befaieen the 
Kennedy famiJLy. .

In Syria and Iraq, the news of the assassinatOn was 
reported without comment.
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Inquiry by Hussein 
Sees No Conspiracy.
Involving Suspect

' [NEW-YORK times.
June 10., 1968] •

, a By ERIC PACE J
Special to The New York Times

AMMiAN, JORDAN, June 9 
—King Hussein said today 

' that intentions investigating 
involving "all our security or­
ganizations” had uncovered 
no evidence that Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan', the man accused of the 
assassination of Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy, had been involved 
in n c.ommiracy or had had anyj

recent connections with Jor-dan.
"To the best of our knowl­

edge, his contact with this 
part of the world ended when 
he left here as a child", the 
monarch said during an inter­
view at the royal palace here.

His deep voice rhaking, the 
King said the assassination had 
left him “most deeply shocked 
and nauseated” and that his 
investigators had “done their 
utmost to provide what infor­
mation they could to our 
American friends.”

Dressed in a gray business 
suit. King Hussein appealed 
more relaxed and serene than 
he has at other interviews in 
the last year. But he sighed- 
and inhaled deeply on his.

filtered cigarette as he de­
scribed Senator Kennedy as 

t*'a friend, a person I admiee.” 
■ For the assassination ”'some- 
how to be connected with an 
individual connected with this 
part of the world has caused 
me gr-eat distress and radoers,” 
he continued, starting downu at 
the velvety carpet. •

Sir-han, the 24-year-old resi­
dent of California, is a Chris­
tian Arab of Paleri;olaon trigio. 
He emigrated from Jordaman 
Jerusalem as a boy in 1957,, 
along with the rest of his im­
mediate family.

“There is nothmg to sug­
gest” that the assassination was 
anything more than iodividual 
act, the King said. ,

“Beyond that, we have not 
been able to arrive at any­
thing further,” he continued, 
emphasizmg that there was no 
indication that’ Sirhan had any ‘ 
ties with Jor-dan since he em--. 
grated. . i

The King has escaped several I 
plote against hs life, alhhough 
palace officiais assert that there 
have been none in r-ecent ’ 
years. . .

The monarch has sent a 
message of sympahiy to mem­
bers of the Kennedy family 
and to President Johnson, but 
the interview, which lasted a 
half hour, was the first time- 
that he had spoken publicly, 
about tiie assassination.
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- Judge Fears Courthouse Trial ]
Might Not Be Safe for Sirtan 

j{ NEW YORK-TMES-r-June—U^ 1968] 
• By TERRY ROBARDS

Special to The New York Times

. LOS ANGELES, June 10 — 

. The presiding judge of tire Los 
Angetes Superior Court ex­
pressed antety today over thie 
erfrry of the accused assain of

. Senator Robert F. Kennedy.
The j'udge, Donate R. Wright, 

1 said he was opposed to hold­
ing the trial of the suspect, 
Sirhian Bishara Sirhan, in tire 
county courhhouee. .

Judge Wright said the couti-- 
house “has no eecurity facili­
ties at all, except on lockup.” 

1 He said brrter arrangemeites 
.could be made at the- Hall of 
!Justice, a much older building 
.'that, he sate, has exceltent de-

utes today, said thie defendant' 
has twice asked tire A.C.L.U.' 
for a lawyer. Mr. Wirin said 
he had exphuned thie unionis 
position and had turned down 
thie request.

Thie defendant is undergomg 
psychiatric exammatinn ths 
week by two defense expert. 
They are Dr. Eric Marcus and 
Dr. Edward St.einb>rook. Their 
findines will be made rvaih^iate 
only to tire defense and will 
be used to make a deciso>n 
on what plea Sirhan will en­
ter on June 28, thie date that 
has been set for pteadmg.

Sources in thie county Sher­
iffs office said that Sirhan had 
not mentioned thie shooting of

$ tention .frcilities.
/sing the Hall of Justice for

hie trial woute enable Sirhan=Mr. Kennedy and five other 
to be transported between ajpessons early last Wernrsray 
jail cell and thie courtooom vir->mornmg to anyone, nor had he
tually without pubic: notice.

Site of Inricrmrnr
Sirhan was indteted at the 

Hall of Justice Friday for Mr. 
Kennrryis murriek. He was ar- 
ramged the same day in a 
chapel at the Los Angetee Court 
ty mens central jail to avoid 
the public exposure he would 
have received in a courtooom.

Meanwhile, it was learned

asked for any membier of his 
family to visit him.

Sirhan was reported to be 
eating three meals a day and 
sleeping well He takes exerc’se 
intermittentiy by pacing the 
jail corridor and has been given 
books and newspapers to rrar, 
at hs request.

Yesterday, Paul Schrade, re­
gional ril•rcror of thie United

Meanwhite, it was learned Auto Worke’e, sate he did not 
rtrr the man who will most know' who had shot him. Mr.
likely head the prosecution of 
Sirtan is J. Miller Leavey,. chief 
of the trials divisoon of the Dis­
trict Attorney's office.

Mr. Leav'ey declined to dis­
cuss the Sirhan case today.. 
When asked if he would be the 
chief prosecuoor he said, "I'm 
avaiiable.” But he noted that 
he had not yet received any 
official indication that he woute 
prosecute the case.

A defense lawyer has not 
yet been selected. A. L. Wirin, 
chief counsel for the America 
Civil Liberties /noon in South­
ern CaliOoenla, said that Sirhan 
woute be represented by an 
attorney .selected by' the Los 
Angers County Bar Associa­
tion and approved by the de­
fendant.

“Thie organized bar in thie 
past has demonstraeed its con­
cern for the conetirurionrl 
right of couneel,” Mr. Wirin 
said, “and we have every con­
fidence that, if requested by 
thie coure, thie Los Angles 
County Bar Association will se-
cure 
ant." 

He
tion”

counsel for this defend-

said he had "no inten- 
of requesting any

A.C.L.U. lawyrt to rrpreeent 
Mr. Sirhan, “Thie retermiIarOien 
of Sirhan's guilt or innocence 
poses no civil liberties issue," 
he said

Schrade was one of five per­
sons wounded whicn Mr. Ken­
nedy was shot.

Early ctargee Dropped
On a motion by thie Dierrict 

Attorney today, thie Los An-j 
geles Supr|iotr Court dismissedj 
the original six-count compiaint| 
against Sirhian charging him 
with assault to commtt mudde.. 
Thie reason for thie dismissal 
was rtrt he indtetmnnt, hrnr- 
ed down two day's latee, super-’ 
eeded thie original comDiaint. ,

In another development to-! 
day., Superior Judge 'Arthur! 
Alaccon said rtrt hs inOolmra-; 
tion control order concernmg 
the prosecution of Sirhan was 
not meant to appy to thie preee 
or the general pubite.

Judge Alarcon, who presteed, 
at Sirhanis arraignment, ieeued1 
probably thie most sweeping in-; 
junction yet to figure in a major 
criminal case forbidding public 
officiaie and others connectedi 
with thie case from diesrmieaa- 
ing ieforortioe rtrr might im­
pair a fair triaL ‘Swift" con-, 
tempt of court action was 
promised violaOoss. ,

A sentence in thie preambie- 
to Judge Atercon’s order, dis- 
approvigg ‘‘disseminatinn by 
any means of pubite communi-’ 
cation of any ourioficoutr 
.statemenes." left a possibte iei 
ference of appiteatinn at least

Mr. Wirin, who vi'sked Sir-,in spirit t.o news medla and 
than in jaul for about 40 min-pprivate citizens.
WTW!WnW«^!?R!FJ«!W5^
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Woman Was With Sirhan j 

Before Killing, Jury Told 
[NEW YORK.2TIMES._J.uneL.14, 1968]

She Wore a Polka-Dot Dress and Was 
Smiling With Suspect, tn Hotel Where
Kennedy Was Slain, Waiter Assents (

. By GLADWIN HILL
Specil&l to The New York

los Angeles, June K3-A, '
woman in a polka-dot dress] 
was huddled with Sirhan Bis-> 
para Sirhan in the Ambassador 
Hotel pantry just before he al­
legedly shot Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy,, a principal witness •
has testified. ‘

This was divulged today whh 
the official rdeaee of the tran­
script of testimony given last

Excerpts from the testimony 
■ before grand jury, Page 28. 
1 
t Friday to the county grand jury 
I that indicted the 24-year-old 
, Jordankin immigrant on.a firs.t 
, degree murder charge.
j The testimony dovetaHed 
, with the report of another by­

stander, Miss Sandra Serrano,
» a local Democratic leader. She 
, told the police last week that 
j she had seen a woman in a 
polka-dot dress run out of the ‘ 

• hotel just after the shooting 
June 5, exclaimmg triumphant­
ly "We shot him! We shotpim!’’

The poHce last week issued 
a aationw-de bulletin saying 
that they wanted for question­
ing "a woman observed with 
the suspect" wearing a polka;- - 
dot -dress. She was describe­
es being between 24 and 27 
years old, about 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, with a bouffaat coiffute.

PoHce Chief Robert Houghton 
confirmed today that the wo- • 
man was still being sought. ■

As to the possibility of a; 
conspiracy in the murder, he 
said, "We are keeping an open 
mind on that and all aspects- 
of the investigatim iaciude ipat 
possibility."

He also announced at a news ‘ 

conference that the poHce de­
partmeat had organized a spe­
cial 22-man force to pursue 
leads in the case, in 
eollaboaatinn with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigatian and tpe 
District Attorney's office.

Times

The grand jury transcript 
also eoatained testimony that 
made the following pointe:

1 qSirhan, at a suburban rifle
range only 12 hours before the 
attack on Senator Keaae-yr, 
shot upwadds of 300 “mini­
magnum" disintegaating buHete 
of special destructive power in 
a session of rapid-firing prac­
tice.

^Senator Kvnaeely was hit by 
three bu^ete rather than two, 
as previously reported—pee 
fatal one fired perhaps only 
iaeples from his head.

IMss. Kenavdy was shielded, 
as eight shots came from Sir- 
paa’s .22-caliber revolver “iike 
firecaacVrrs" '.by Roosevelt 
Grier-, star of the Los Angles 
Rams football team.

qMrs. Kennedy became mr- 
mentarily confused after the 
shooting and slapped another 
victim, Ira Goldstem, a news­
man, who had asked about her 
pusbaae — then quickly apolo­
gized and kissed Mr. Goldstein.

qArthur Placencia, and Travis 
Whtte, the two poHce officers 
who rushed the defendant 
out of tine hote,, felt they had 
narrowly averted lethal attacks 
on him by groups of outaaged 
bystanders both in the pantry 
and at the hotel entrance. ,

^Neither of the arresting off- 
cers knew that Senator Ken­
nedy had been the target of 
the attack until intormed by 
the State Assembly Speaker, 
Jesse Mi. Unruh, Mr. Kennedyrs 
California campaign ehairmaa, 
as they were • drivmg the 
prisoner to a poHce station.

“On the way, one of the offi­
cers puHed out his Field Man­
ual and twice read to the 
prisoner his coartitutioaal 
righte. .

The 23-member grand jury 
heard testimony from 23 wit- 
avsses in the all-day svrrioa 

.betote voting the murder ia- 
dictrnenr, which carries a pos- 

sibb death penalty. The jury 
■ also voted ladictatnnte on five 

counts of arrault wih intent to 
murder, relating to five iaci- 
dental victims of the Kennedy 
attack. .

The testimony about “he 
girl in the pioka-dot ererr” 
came fr-om Vincent T. Di Pierro

a 19-yvar-o-d Santa Moaiea 
citty col^ge freshman,, son of 
Angeo Di Pier-re, the Ambas­
sador banquuet manager. The 
youth working as a waiter that 
night.

As Senator Kennedy sir•o-te 
into the pantry, after his claim­
ing victory in Caliroania’s Pi•er- 
ietatial primary, “I wakked 
wih him uup to the ice ma- 
cPine,” Mr. Di Pierro tvstifled. 
!“And it was there that I ao- 
tUced ther was a girl and he 
accused pei•soa rtaading pn 
what we call a tray stacker. . . 
a very gooe-lookigg girl next 
to him.
Very Gooe-Looking Figure*

I “I wouM never forget what 
she looited like became she 
had a very good-iookigg figure 
—md the dr-ess was kind of 
lousy. It looked as though it 
was a white dr-ess and it had 
either black or dark purpee 
polka-dote on it. It kind of,had 
. . . like a bib in the front. She 
had dark hair that was cut, I 
would say just above the 
shoulder's. She had what looked 
like a short nose. SPv wara't 
too prettay. She had a very 
good figure."
f “They were both rtaadlng to­
gether, he said. “He looked as 

1 hough he either takked to her 
jor fHrted with Pv-,, ebcauee she 
smiled. Togeher, hey were 
boh rmiHng, as he got down, 
he,Was smilmg.

In fact, the minute the first 
two shots were fired, he riill 
had, .a very sick■k>oi:ing smile 
on his face. That^ one ipiai— I eaa never for-get that.”

Mr. DiPierro said he had not 
seen the woman after the 
rhrrting.
j Aartper hotel emptoye, Jvsus 
Perez, a kitchen helpeir, ieeati- 
;fed photograph of he dvfvad- 
ant and irle the gr-and jury that 
“he wm talking to me about 
half an hour before he shoot- 
Jiag" in the panfry.
I * 'He asked me about three_Qr 

!four times ' if Mr. Kennedy 
’ ermalg that way, Homing 
-iPlrough that way. And I answer I eoa't karw.” *
I The’ testimony of severa! , 
iPotel empkiyes iadicated that 
Svaator Kennedy's eairy iatr ’ 
the paafry-errrierr after hs> 
speech had bwa, as far as hey < 
knew, a lasi-mmute move. j

The gist of he testimoay 
was that it was he merest * 
Huke that had taiten thie Sea- i 
ator into a coafr■rntatirn wih, 
hs arrassin. .

Thie 273-page gr-and jury * 
ir•aartript was released by he . 
Superior Cruiit as sorn as a‘ 
copy had been made avaHabee ; 
.to SirPan's ckunsel, Deputy.' 
PubHc Defender Wilbur Littie- ( 
field. Sirhan, confined under 
heavy guard in he county jail, j 
has indicated he wrule like pri­
vate ekunrel, but ar arrange-1



KENNEDY/USA (195)

mentis have yet been completed, j
Police chief Houghton said j 

that the special unit handiing [ 
the investigate would be j 
headed by Capt. Hugh Brown, 
head of the homicide divisfon. ;

District Attorney EveHe t 
Younger announced that the 1 
prosecuting staff on ,the case < 
would consist of Lynn D. ( 
Compton, his chfef deputy;

. John E. Howard, .chief of his < 
. ... special investigatinns diviston,s, t 

'"who presented the case to the i 
grand jury, and Deputy District;
Attorney Dawd N. Fitt’. i

Excerpts From Testimony Before Jury
—  [NEW YORK TIMES-.- June-■ 14-4-968]  ....... ...............

That Indicted.. Sirhan for Kennedy
Murder5.

Special to The New York Times 

‘ LOS ANGELES, June 13— - 
; Fonowmg are excerpts from 
testimony of some of the 23 
wttnesses who testified tat Fri-, 

' day before the grand jury that 
' indicted Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
, for the first degree murder of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. The 
transcript of the grand jury pro­
ceedings was made public to­
day. Questions were put to the • 
witnesses by various member's 
of the District Attorney's staff. 

- . VINCENT T. Di PIERRO, col­
lege student and Ambassador 
Hotel part-time waiter, son of 
the hotel’s banquet manager-, 
Angeo> Di Pierro: 
. I got separated from Sen­

ator Kennedy by about five
• feet [as the Senator entered 

the Ambassador Hotel pan- •
’ try, where he was shot] and

■ I walked with him up to the ' 
ice machine. And it was •
there that I noticed there

■ was a girl and the accused 
person standing on what we 
call a tr-ay stacker.

, Whetieer or not the second 
person was involved, I don’t

‘ know. .. . The only reason I 
noticed hihm—there was a 
very good-looking girl next 
to him. ... He was grabbing 
on with his left hand [to a . 
pipe on the tr-ay stacker]. I ■ 
could not nrr his right hand. 
Hie looked as though he 
were clutchmg his stomach, ,
as though somebody had el-, 
bowed him. '

Q. Was he in a straight up 
position or was he crouched 
or semi-crouched? A. Semi- 
crt>uchlrr]. \. From that mo­
ment on, I just looked at the 
girl, and I saw^im get down 

■ off the tray ntatii'And when

' I went to turn, the next" 
thing I saw was him holding 
the gun. .

■ Q. How close did—we will: 
can him the su-specc—get to 
the Senator-? .A. It ttulrnlt.

• have been mor-e than six feet.­
. • Q-. How close to the Sena- 
• tor-was the suspect when 
this gun started-tirm??
• A. Four feet—four to six 
feet. .... He kind of went! 
around Mr-. Hecker, and he < 
from here—he. looked like— 
though he puHed his hand­
out from her-e and came 
around. . . . And thien the 
other boy that got shot in 
the thigh, he-fell on top of 
me, and they pushed me 
down, they fell on top of me.

■ Senator’s Hands Went Up'
Q. Did you see what hap­

pened to the Senator befor-e 
you went down? A. He was 
on his way, falling—he was 
falling down. T-he first shot, 
he kind of r-ear-ed back very, 
very sharpy.

Q. Did you see any move­
ment of the Senator’s arms 
after the first shot? A. Both 
hands went up like that [in­
dicating].

Q. As near as you can, will 
you recall for the jury the 
events immediaeety after the 
shooting? What happened?

A. Well, the suspect turned 
almost immediatety; and af­
ter all the shots were fired, 
■he was trying to escape. He 
triied very, very hard to get ■ 
away.. But Mr. Rafer John­
son [the ath-ere, a member 
of the Kennedy party]—and 
by. this time Mr-. [Roosevelt] ’ 
Grier [the atheeee, also in the 
Kennedy party] and Mr-. 
Uecker were all htlrinn him

1'. against: the heater.. It;*’ the ‘ 
■ ntainless steel taWe. And 

people were trying —were 
: hitting him and curemg at 
i him, and it was utter con- 

fuston. I mean, everyone was
■■ trying to kill him.... I tried 

to help keep the nunpect
; subdued, but it was, you. 
' know—wasn't really worth it 

I ’ because cver•t't>ne else 
. grabbed him already and, 
t wer-e -beating up on him. ■ , 
i. Q. But he was appr-ehended ' 
■ at t.his time? A. Yes, almost 
I instantly.
r Q. Did some polcce officers 
■ arrive? A. Yes, they did, but ’
7 at the time invoked, I have 

no idea.. .
'. Q. Now going back to 
O just before this shooting, you 
. observed a niice ltokinn girl.

[in the hotel pantry where
•■ Senator Kennedy was shot]? 

A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Could you identify her 

again if you saw her-? A. To
• some degr-ee, yes, sir, I could.I would never forget what 
she looked like becauee she 
had a very good looking fig­
ure—and the dress was kind 
of lousy.

Q. Flousy? A. Lousy. - 
Missing. After Shooting

Q. Now, after the shooting, 
you remainned at the scene; 
did you happen to see this 
girl again? A. No, aafter 
the shootiing I did not see 
her.. I only saw her before.

Q. You didn't ask her 
name or anyting?? A. No, 
sir, I didn't.

Q. Did any of the fellows 
or guys you work with by 
chance—? A. No, no one 
had, other than myself, had 
seen her, I don't believe.

Q. You have inquii-ed 
around, I take it, since? A. I have only talked to one 
fellow that was across from
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me, that had seen me, that 
was with me the whole time.I asked him, and he said that 
he had seen her but that he 
didn’t know where she went 

. or what her name was.
' Q. Could you describe 

what she was wearing? A.
Yes. It looked as though it 

, was a white dress and it had 
: either black or dark purpte 
• polka-dots on it. It kind of ;

had — I don’t know what 
they call it, but its like— 

■ looked like a bib in the front 
, that kind of went around.. 
, It's just lik:e that [indicating].;

Q. A lace dickey, probably?
■ A. It was like over the ■ 

material itself; it was the 
same as the clothing. And 
she was — she — the person 
who is accused of shooting 
him was—kee I say, they 
were both on the—saaddigg 
standing together.

Q. Back of the tray stand? 
A. Yes. And what happened, . 
he looked as though he either ■ 
takeed to her or flirted with 
her, because she smked. This 
is just before he got down.

So at least:, their associa­
tion, in proximity of the 

, tray stand, they are smiimg, 
perhaps-? A. Togeheer, they 
were both smikng. As he got 
down, he was smiting. In 
fact, the minute the first two 
shots were fired, he still had 
a very sick-looking smite on 
his -face. That’s one thing—I 
can never forget that.

Q. Could you describe the 
facial characeeristiss first of . 
all of this girl? A. Yes. She 
had dark hair that was cut,, I would say, just above the 

• shoulders, just' arotmd in 
here [iaditatiag]. And it just 
kind of looked like it was 
messed up, at the time, I 
mean. She coulud have 
mean. She could have 
come up with curls. I don’t

. know, it was just messed up 
at the time. Her face—aacial 
expression, she had what 
looked like a short nose. She 
wasn’t too pretty.. And like I 
say, figure—hee had a very 
good figure.

’ JESUS PEREZ, a kitchen 
helper at the Ambassador Ho­
tel:

Q. Now, you see the two 
phooogapphs which are in 
front of you [pi■cturhs of the 
defrndaat]]. Did you see the 
person that’s in those phooo- 
graphs around the hotel that 
nighl? A. Yes. He was talk­
ing to me about half an hour 
before the shooting. .

Q. And where were you at 
that time that he was talking 
to you? A. In the steam tabte 
in the front—m the steam 
table—I was there, and he 
was close to me here. And 
he asked me about three or 
four times if Mr. Kennedy 
coming that way, coming

’ through that way. And I an­
swer I don’t know be^auss— 
really, I don’t know what 
way he comes.

Q. But he asked you about 
three or four times? A. Yes, ’ 
he asked me about three or 
four times if Mr. Kennedy 
come through from there, - 
coming out from there. . . , 

; He was there talking with . 
' me and other boys. And . 

some Mextean boy, he said 
homrthinjr, and the man was ‘ 

. —he—e told me, "What he, „ 
saidl" And I tell him, “He is ’. 

' talking about the beautiful 
girl. He no talking about \ 

, you." He said, ,,Ot." .
Q. This was about half an 

hour before the Senator got 
1 shot that night or before the 

shooting got started? A. Yes. ' 
We was about half an hour • 

- standing there. ,
Q. Do you remember when 

. you first saw this prr-tony 
• A. Yeah, I remember him.
' He was there in the steam ■ • 

• tabte, getting some picture, 
■ doing tometting, you—Ire , 
. was standing there.. , 
' Q. How early in the night , 

did you see him therel A. I 
say 15 mtnuess before 12. -

Mre. Kennedy Proeected ' v
IRWIN STROLL, 19, Kennedy 

• campaign voltnteer worker.I started going through the • 
:kitctrn door [as the Kennedy . 
party left the banroom]..... I got in fr-ont of Mr’s. Ken- • ■ 
nedy by accident. Then we .. 

’ went through the door and 
all of a sudden the procession ■ 
stopped and it was like tire­
crackers, just pop, pop, pop : 

, all over the place, and smoke, 
and, well, Idid-this, I puthrd : 
Mrs. Kennedy-jsst a reac- ■, 
torn, and everyone in fr-ont 
turned around. ,

I turned ar-ound and saw 
, Mrs. -Kennedy on the floor ; 

with Roosevelt Grier- cover­
ing her..... I saw her on the 
floor with Roosevelt Grier ’ 
hovering over her,, protrtsiag , 

; her. • ’
IRA GOLDSTEIN-, 19, radio­

newsman:
I was just barely skinned 

by a bullet ... in the left 
thigl1. ... I staggered to a 
chair . .. and the fii•tS thing 
I said was, “How is Sraatoir 
Kennedy? What happened to 
himl"

And this woman walked 
by, and she said t:o me, “How 
dare you talk about my hus­
band that .way," and she 
slapped me across the face.

And I said, “I am sony, .

" lady, but I was shot, too. Id 
like to know how the Senator 
was .. .” or “. . .is.”

And she said, “Oh, I am 
sorry, honey,” and tossed me. 
This wan Mrs. Ethel Kennedy.

At that time she was not 
• in tears. She was a little 
hysterical, stougt:, but she 
wasn't crying.

Arthur Placencaa, poiiceman, 
who, responding to a radio call, 
arrived in the Ambassador pan­
try a few matltrhs after the 
shooting:

Q. Were you in police uni­
form? A. Yes, tir■.

Q. Telling everyone you 
weer Saklag him [Sii•taa] into 
custody? A. We had to keep 
telinig them, “We are potice, 
step aside.”

And after a white we got- 
tired of telkng them. We just 
started pushing.... My part- 
arr had him from tiie Iilgtt, 
from my partner’s right, and 
the suspect's left:, and [Jesse 
M.] Unruh [Speaker of the 
California Astrmbly] was on 
the other tldr—kept tollrr•- 
ing, “We don’t want another 
Oswadd, we don’t want an- 
ostrr Ohwald.”

Because I know I was go­
ing to have to make a report 
on him, I asked him, just like 
any other suspectr I asked 
him, “What is your namel”

■ Hie didn’t say anyttiag.
Q. Would he communlasee 

at all with you on the ride 
to the station? A. Well, when 

. I was giving him—Taavis 
•' turned ar-ound, my paraner, 
, White, and told me, “You 
better give him his rights, 
partner.”

Tells Sirhan of Rights
' Q. For the subject—rr the 

■ sutpectr of tit toattitutioaal 
• riglStl? A. Yes. So I took out 
my officer’s Field Notebook, 

. and I started reading off the 
; rights. And aft:rr I i-ead them 
- off, I asked him, “Do you 
; undersaand your rightsl” And

he looked at me, and I asked i 
; him again; and then he mum- 1 
: bled something.
■ So I t:old him, “Look, I 
; will give hem to you again"’ '

So I read hem off again. I 
' Then I asked him again, “Do 
, you uadersatnd your iiighty?” • • 

, Then he looked at me and ' 
.• said, 'Yrt.” !
, And hen I said, “Do you i 
wish to remain- tilraSl” And J 
he just didn't say anyhing. I

> Then he looked at me again 1 
and he said, “Yrt.” ’

I Then I said, “Do you wish t 
■ an astornry present?" Then i 
: at hat time he just said, 
i “Yrt." So after hat I didn’t 

ask him anymore.
: AM then, after stat: I

asked Jesse Unruh, I sald- 
“By he way, who did he ' 
shoots’” ’ '

And he goes, 'Bobby Ken- 1 
nedy."

, And I said- “Ot."
DR. THOMAS T. NOGUCHL 

coroner of Los Annates County:
Q. And would you tell us ■ 

‘ how many wounds here 
} were?

^-^-»M^MtWiWa?8j^^**W'>8WW^l^*ll»yWW|i|^w^
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A. A total of three gun­
shot wounds sir-. ... A gun­
shot wound in the right mrr- 
toid; gunshot wound two 
was found in the back of the 
right armpit, knov/n as the 
right axilla; and the gunshot 
wound 3 was also found 
very close, approximately — 
it’s about half inch below the 
gunshot wound No. 2.

Q. So that you would re- 
gar-d wound No. 1 then as

being the wound that did 
cause death, is that right?
A. That’s corr-ect sir-. . . . 

There was an extensive brain 
damage on the right side of 
the brain, mainly the brain 
called cerebellum. . . . There

also was marked swelUng of 
the brain as well as flatten­
ing by the pressures inside of 
the bran and causing a flat­
tening of the brain stem.

Q. Do you have any opinion 
as to what might have been

tiie disaance from which that 
bullet was freed?
A. Allowing variation, T ' 

don t think it will be more 
than two or thee inches 
fr°m the edge of the right 
ear.

Coast Lawyer, 73ftOg^end>ian Wtthout Fee
By ROBERT WINDELER

Spccaal to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, June 19- 
Russell E. Parsons, a 73-year- 
old Los Angeles attorney, will 
serve as defense counsel for 
Sir-han B. Sir-han, the 24-year- 
old Jordanian accused of mur­
dering Senator Robert F. Ken­
nedy.

Mr. Parsons will be jomed 
by another lawyer, whom he 
described as "a very able man, 
a good lawyer who is involved 
in something right now in 
which it woudd be detrimenaal 
if his name wer-e announced in 
connection with the Sir-han 
case."

Sirhan picked both names 
from a list given him by A. L. 
Wirin, chief local counsel for 
the American Civil Libertes 
Union.

Mr. Wirin said today that 
he had wirnessed Sirhan’s sign­
ing a returner for the two law­
yers in his windowlyss 12-by- 
12-foot cell in the Los Angeles 
County Men’s Central Jail 
sometime between Sirhan’s ar- 
rtrt June 5 and June 10.

Neither Mr. Parsons nor Mr-. 
Wirin woudd say why the news 
had been delayed, but June 10 
was the last day Mr.. Wirin 
visaed the suspect and today 
was Mr. Parsons’ fir-st visit.

"I tailed with my clitrt this 
mormng on h’s bed in his cell 
for about two hours,” Mr. Par--

sons said. He would not elab­
orate.

"Smce Sirhan has now secured 
the counsel of his choice guar­
anteed by the Constitution the 
A.C.L.U.'s interest in the casse 
is ended.” Mr. Wiriin said.

Sirhan was repotted to have 
asked Mr-. Wirin to take the 
case, but Mr. Wirin declined on 
the ground. that no constitu­
tional or civil libeatiss issue 
was involved. He said that the

County Pubkc Defender’s oefiee, 
and they may not, by law, 
simuirrvooysly engage in pri­
vate practiee.

California state law providys 
that countiss may set up a pub­
lic defender’s ofirne, and most 
of the statc’s 58 counties have 
done so.

In a case such as Sirhan'r, if 
money is found or a lawyer is 
wiping to work for rtttirg, a 
public defender is ‘,.rubrtituted 
tut." That i’ what happened to 
Mr. Llttieflcid.

The names of Melvin Belli 
and F. Lw Bakey were on the 
original A.C.L.U. list of volun­
teers. Mr. Wirin said that Sir- 
han warned neithcr.

Mr. Parsons, a native of Los 
Angeles, said he had tried more 
than 5.000 cases, “many, many 
of them murder cases."

He is best known, however, 
for his defense of Charics 
Cahan, convicted of consprring 
to ennagv n bookmakmg on the 
basis of evidence secur-ed by 
plating hidden mictophovys in 
private homes wittout a sear-ch 
wrrrrrt.

In 1955 the California Su- 
premv Court revested the con- 
victim, contending that such 
defence was illegally seized 
and stouid be excluded from 
the tral. The decision in Mappl 
vs. Ohio Umted States in the 
Supreme Court six years later 
made this search and seizure 
dtctrire rppiiaible in all the 
states.

A.C.L.U.’s only irttr•tst was in 
swing that Sirhah got the 
lawyer of his choice.

Mr. Wirin saw tin defendant 
almost daily between June 5 
and June 10 but said today he 
did not know whether he 
would see him again.

A third lawyer may join Mr. 
Par-sons and h’s associate, Mr-. 
Par-sons said, but he has not 
yet been selected.

Mr. Parsons said he would 
serve “without fee and as a 
pubkc seivice,” He rvpiaces 
Pubkc Defender Wilbur Littie- 
feld as Sirhan’s chief counsc..

Sirhan had not expressed 
any particular d’spleasute with 
the Pubic: Defender’s offne, 
generaky regarded as one of 
the best in the Unitcd States, 
but had'said repeated^ that 
he woudd like h’s own lawyer.

His ability to pay a private 
lawyer was quvstionablr, but 
h’s father, Bishara Sirhan, had 
said in Jordan that he would 
pay the cost of lawyess from 
Arab counrrles.

Several such lawless have 
indicated their wllhggvess to 
come to Los Angles in Sir- 
hm’s defense. Neitttr Mr-. Wir-- 
in nor Mr. Parsons had bwn 
reached directly by them and 
said they could not comment 
on the rdmiss'bility of foreggn 
lawyer..

A pubkc defendler is a coun­
sti rppointed by the court to 
represent indigent defendant. 
There are 208 full-time defense 
attorneys in the Los Angdes

i
i
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■ ‘POLKA-DOT’ HUNT 
[NEW ,YORK-TIMES]
Cancel Bulletin on Woman

Sought in Kennedy Case

[June "237-19681
By GLADWIN HILL

Special Iio The New' York Times

los Angeles, June 21— 
The Los Angles Police Depart­
ment canceled Friday a nation- 
wdde warned-for-questiomng 
btllttio for an unidentifidd 
“woman in a polka-dot dress” 
reported at the scene of Sena­
tor Robert F. Kennedyis fatal 
shooting June 5.

A key witness before the 
grand jury testifidd that this 
woman was talking to the al­
leged assassin; Sirhan B. Sir­
han, in the Ambassador Hotel 
pantry momenSs before the 
shooting. Another bystander 
said a woman of the same de­
scription had rushed trium­
phantly out of the hotel ex­
claiming: “We shot him!”

The btllttio went out to law­
enforcement agencies through­
out the country a few hours 
after the shooting.

sons;, reported today that he 
had already received mail and 
telephone threats against his 
life.

Chief Reddin said hi depart­
ment had not been notified of 
the threats, but would take 
'‘whatever precautions are nec­
essary.”

He said, however, that he 
thought protection wrtld be 
needed more in later stages of 
the prosecution, and that he 
himself had received threaSs. 
He Said he was not unduly 
concerned becauee the impot- 
tance of the threaSs deptndtd 
somewhat on "the personal 
evaluation that the receiver 
puts on them.”

Asked if he had expected 
questions of infringement . of 
constitutional rights to be 
raised at the trial of Sirhan, 
who is charged with first- 
degroe murder, Chief Reddin 
commemed:

“Undoubeddly there will be 
some testing of every area of 
search and seizure."

Capt. Hugh Brown, 
the police homicide 
declined to comment 
cancellation of the

chief of 
division, 
on the 

bulletin.
But circumstoctss suggested 
that the myseerioss woman 
might have been tliminatdd as 
a sigoificaot factor in the 
event.

More than an hour after the 
cancellation order of 10:415 
A.M;, PoHce Chief -Thomas 
Reddin, at an impromptu news 
conference, tndicatigg that he 
was-unawaee of the move, re­
marked: “We still have not 
estabHshed her connection with 
the case.” '

The office of Sirhani newly 
engaged lawyer, Russell H. Par-

’!,«WTOT®wwffjr!!?5!flj^^
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Sirhan Family of Little Cohesion, 
Aloof From Community 'and One.

[NEW, YORK-TIMES] ■ < 
Accused Slayer Said

’ to Be Quiet, Polite
■ ' • and Thoughtful

, [June-30,-1968.] . _ ;
. By ROBERT WINDELER' 

Special .to The New York Times
PASADENA, Calif., June 29 

— Mary Sirhan sat on the faded 
yellow sofa in the tiny living 
room of her.house on Howard 

’ ' Street and sighed as she looked 
through a copy of Life magazine 
with a picture of her fourth 
son and of James Earl Ray on 
the cover. ■

"All wrong," she said softly 
with a noticeable Arabic accent. 
"The names are' all spelled 

. , wrong and in the baby picture 
, ,they got Adel and him mixed
- ’ up." ■ ’ ’
■ Everyone was always getting
j Adel and "him” mixed up. And 

' with the Sirhans hard facts 
- were hard to come by. espe­

cially since the court had told 
them not to talk:.

'• Adel and he were close in
• age (Adel is said to be 27 
years old; his younger brother

. Sirhan B. Sir-han is 24) and 
’ even closer in looks. Neigh-’ 

bors were never sure just who 
it war out cutting the grass 

, or washing the car-. .
• But Adel was the gregaroous 
' one. the one who went out 
} with girls, who worked as a
; carpenter until he found a job
; as a musiclan. Hie felt at home 
i in bars:.
[ The Silent One '
! , Sir-han was the silent one, 
i the polite attendant at two
! ■ Pasadena gas stations, the; 
' • thoughtful neighbor who al­
. ways had time to help an old
j lady roll a r-ug or r-eline a shelf,
’ .the serious student at Pasa- 
I ' dena City College who kept 
I wishing he was at U.C.L.A.

His social hfe in school 
seemed to consist of an occt.- 
sional coffee wihi fellow stu­
dents at Bob’s Big Boy, a ham­
burger place across from the 
campus. ‘ ,

His only apparent abberation 
after school was spending most 
afternoons of the r-acing season 
at nearby Santa Anita, betting; 
on every race and either wfe- • 
ning a bondie or losing every-: 
thing in his pockets. Once he

Another
did "so well he quit working ■ 
for Ivan Milicic’t Chevr-on serv­
ice station and lived • off his 
wmmggs. .

And Sirhan, according to a 
close family friend, was his 
mother’s favorite. ‘‘He was the 
one who didn’t wander,” she 
said. He was at home at- home. • 

Adel now sat in' the livmg 
r-oom aci-oss fr-om his mother, 
sifting through a.pife of mostly 
•unopened letters and teirgaams 
looking for a ptrticultr cddr-ess.

Waiting to Plead
Sirhan sat in a 12-foot-square 

maximum security cell at the 
Los'Angeles County Central 
Men’s Jail, waiting to plead 
guilty or not to the murder of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy and 
not acknowlddging, cccoadmg 
to all reports fr-om the jail, 
that that murder had ever 
taken place.

But the Senator was mur­
dered, and on Howard Street 
they were talking about it. 
Mrs. Sir-han, a tiny woman not 

, quite five feet tall and weigh- 
‘ ing 90 pounds, has read every 

magazine and newspaper cc- 
count she could find.

There were frequent visits ' 
.. from the Federal Bureau-of In­

' vestigaUnn and a few friends
who got past both the Pasadena 
pohcemen who sat on the front

• porch or in a pohce car in the
' driveway and Shareis,hlrr sec­

ond son, who .answered the 
door.

: "Her heart is broken both 
ways,” said Mr-s. M. A. Pultte, 
a neighbor ‘She is 'broken 
nearted for Kennedy and for 
her son. Most of the time she 
seems fine —• I say fine, but 
how do I know, how does cntt- 
one know, what’ inside her?” 

Sirhan has not seen his fami­
ly since his arrest June 5. They 
have made no attempt to visit 

, him, and he has not aSked for 
them. Ask Mary Sir-han about 

that and she will simpy say 
that she is under court order: 
not to make a statement but' 
that no, she still has not seen 
her son.

DiffrI■rrt CaI•rers
Despite their livmg together 

most of the time, the Sirhan 
family — mottler, five broh-iess 
and a sister -— seemed always 
to be apart, fr-om one another 
and from their surroundiggf. 
They pursued different careers 
and made different -friends.

They seldom communteatea 
with each other — in Engl’sh 
or in Arabfe. .

In this city, famous for its 
weald,, they were poor.. In a 
thoroughly assimilated, largely 
Lebanese Arab-Americm com- 
nurity in greater Los Angries, 
they were fisst-ereeaatinn Jor- 
dcnicn nationalists. Of an eth­
nic group with a strong patri­
archal tradition, they were a 
fcnily without a father.

। The Sirhans came here ini

1957, wrth a father, Bishara 
Sirhan (according to tradition 
all his sons bear his first name 
as a middie name) but he left 
shortly cftrIwcrd to return to 
Jordan, not to be hraI•d fr-om 
again until his son Sirhan was 
said to have killed Senator Ken­
nedy.

Mary Sur-han found work 
quickly, as the low-paid house­
keeper for a churct--rnn nursery 
school. But her chiidren ha.d 
less luck.

SaidaHah, now 35 and the 
eldest, was c pcirtrr who was 
so often out of work that he 
had rime to paint the Sirhan 
house on Howadd Street three 
rimes, inside and out.

He was the only one of the 
family to have taken steps to 
become an American citizen, 
and he would have become one 
this monhi but for an ursrtlied 
jmatter of a narcotics char-pie..
L Share’, who‘is in his early 
30’s, found work as an ac­
countant for the State Btpt’st

Convenrion but was dismsssed, 
causing his fcnily to quit the 
Baptist Chur-ch in protest

The fib-hans’ daughter Ayda, 
died of leukemia three years 
ago. She would have been 30. 
She worked cs c bookkeeper 
and shippfog clerk and was the 
closest to her mothe..

But even here there was es­
trangement; Ayda married a 
man n^d Mennel,, who was 
srveral years her senior, under 
mysterioss circumstrnrsf. They 
hved in Palm Springs, where 
he ran a shop. Mrs. Sirhan 
never met her son•inllaw until 
Ayda’s fimeaa,, and he has not 
been seen since. .

Munir, the sosprct’s 20-year- 
oM younger brother, is also 
c?1?4 JA^d it was through him that the murder wetpon 
was trace(f. He was c clerk tt 
Ncsh’s Departaent Store here 
cnd he tned to resume his nor- 
ml rife last week. _
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He walked to the corner of 
Howard and Lake Avenue, to 
get the bus in the direction 
of Nash’s, and waved to the 
lady in the Orange Julius stand; 
who said it was nice to see 
him back:., Within an hour he 
was home again and a beige 
car with two F.B.I. men in it 
came by -to take him away for 
questioning. .

Best Hope of Family ;
Sirhan himself was the least 

outgoing of the six children, 
but the only one who went to 
college, and the best hope of 
all of them. He enrolled at 
Pasadena City College, a two- 

;year publicly supported school 
jof 13,000 studente best known 
for its privilege of picking the 

| annual queen of the Rose Bowl. 
1 There, he studted history and 
languages, including Russian,, 

and he kept his name out of 
the weekly newspaper -and 
school yearbook. '

Toni Sayler, a classmate at 
P.C.C., remembess one night in 
the fall of 1964 at Bob’ Big 
Boy when Sirhan criticized her 
for favoring Lyndon B. Johnson 
in the upcommg election, “We 
thought he must be for 
Goldwater, but he never said 
so,” she recal’s. She also re-; 
cal’s that in other sessions “ho 
was always kind of secretive 
about what he was doing, but 
he would discuss girls a lot:.”

At various times, according 
to fnends- and erigSboss, Sir­
han wanted to be a journalist, 
a diplomat or a teacher.. Hie 
gave up all those ideas to pur­
sue a career as a jockey. ■

He had the. build for that 
(5 feet 2 inches, 120 pounds) 
but apparently not much else. 
Hie failed his first test for an 
exerc’se boy’s ltemse, andl 
when ■■ he AnaHy did get the I 

Hcmse he fell fr-om a horse 
and landed on his head, col- 
lrcting $1,705 in workmen’s 
compensation. His ''new at- 
terney, Russell Par-sons, has 
h'nted that bran damage fr-om 
that fall might be a possible 
rrfrnse in his trial.

Of his brothers, Sirhan saw 
only Adel with any rrgularity. 
•And most of the places Adel 
went were not for him.

Muski'an at Club
. At the. Fez,' a secoer-rtor•y• 

night club in Hollyword deco­
rated in red velva,, the pa­
trons sit on camel-leather floor 
cushions to watch the best of 
the few belly dancers in town.. 

The Fez is one of the few 
gathering spots of the Arab 
community in Los Angers and it was there that Adel gave up 
wood tuttieg to brtomr a mu- 
smam. Over the proteste of his 
mothes, by all accoun’ a tee­
totaler, a strong moralist and 
a deeply eeiigious woman who 
thought night clubs an uesu.ias- 
be place for her children, Adel

played the our-d, an Arabian 
guitar-, while the dicers 
writhed and twisted.

Adel even sneaked his young­
er brotires, Sirhan, into the 
club a time or two to play the 
tamboura, a Middte Eastern; 
drum; and even Mirs. Sirhan 
was persuaded to go there one 
recent evening, to sip Turkish 
coffee and watch the proceed­
ings. .........................It was one of the family's in- 
fr■rqurnt encounters with -the 
larger Arab-Ameriren commu­
nity in Los Aegeles, a com­
munity that saw thiem as out- 
sirler•s and treated them as such.

Liked California Climate 
. Arab-Amerirens here,- num­
bering from 10,000 peerons to 
!30s000familtes ancordmg to va- 

ous estimates, are over--
whrlmieely Lebanese and over--: 
wSelmingly Christleg. Most of r 
them came here prior to World ; 
War I, when Syria and Lebaeoe ( 
wer-e actually one nounrts, as i 
Christians fleeing persecution i 
by the majority Moslems.

They nicked Southern Cali­
fornia becauee the climate was 
so like the one they had left 
behind, except that it was less ; 
humd and less extreme. Oeane-- 
2s, dates, poinsetites and palm ■ 
trees, mounrains and otere and 
snow and rereet all came; 
close together her-e in the same 
way as ther-e. :

The'second and third geeer•r- 
tioer of these fir-st immigranSs 
are, in the words of Pro.. Gus­
tave von Grunebaum, an Arab-' 
ic affairs specirlrtt at the Um- 
versity of California at Los An- 
getes, “well-civliized, with a 
high precentege of the men in 
the professions, wel--gooomrd, 
prosperous and not organized.”

They are also parrionately 
peo-Ameriren and Engnsh- 
rpraking (even the^ moetSlt 
magazme “Pyr•rmir’’ is not in 
Arabic'except.for one page). 
।There are no Arab-Ameriren 
eelghboshoons, few organiaa- 
tioes outside the Syrian ortho­
dox cathedral, no coegregas- 
iee. places except for that 
cSur•ctl, only a few broady 
Mrdtterraeren restauranSs — 
’with rpproximately 50 per cent 
JewSsh patronage — and of 
course tee Fez. •

There is an active Republi­
can club, but most Arab-Amer- 
icans Ser•r vote Democratic 
and seemed to be for Mr-. Ken­
nedy. T’he Arab ntfldent organ­
izations quietly support anti- 
.Israeli efforS in the Middie 
East. They are no’sy or atti- 
ivist.
| At a student rally last “year 
■ at t.he cathrdral St. Nicho-as,

which helped ra’se $10,000 and 
20 tens of tlothiee for Arab 
refugees, Sir-han Sirhinn “lurked 
alone in the shadow just as he 
did the night Kennedy was 
kilted,” said Father Paul Rom- 
ley, reae of-the cathedral. '

Arrived After ’56 Crises '
As Jorranians (of which 

there are only 50 famllirs in the ' 
area, accordmg to. the Lebrnerr 
consul, Wadih Dib), compare- . 
rive latecomess and political 
refugees — ttrt. arrived just 
after the Suez crisss of 19556- 
tin Sirhans fr-om the-first did 
not belong to the greater com­
munity. • ,

The family spoke Arabcc at 
home, alteough the younger 
children lear-ned Enghsh well. 
They never made the trip into ' 
Los Aegeter to the Syrian 
church except for a few visits ■•• 
at the very beginnfag aer, for 
Ayra, one at the . very■ end: 
Father Romney buried her at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery after she 
died.

"The/ve always brre hum­
ble and aloof," said Father 
Romtey. And in an ethnic com­
munity that has prospered, 
rer that has a prerilittioe to 
take'' care of ■ its own who 
have not:, fin Sirhans always 

: seemed to be poor. ’
The Sirhans also clung to 

• the dream of one day rrtfreiee • 
t:o Jor-dan, and only Said even 

' tried to become an American 
■ citizen. i • ‘ .
■ The rest of .the commflnity 
is glad to be Americaniedd and 

; “grateful that we rrr here 
where there is opportunity and 

• not back in the Middte East 
where there is nothing but 

i trouble,” in the word’s of Phil­
lip Zogaib, a Syrian-Amenann 
who edits "The Pyramid.’’ 

• And now the Sirhans are , 
, more estranged than ever. -

S?̂
5T
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pistolWas Bought'' 
'. During Watts Riot - • 
[WASHIGGOON TOSp June 6, 1968]

'—     «...—, . —■_,•„_, Angeles Times ]

’ LOS ANGELES, June 5 - 
The gun used to wound Sen. 

. Robert F. Kennedy and five 
other persons was -originally 
purhasedd for home protection 
during the Watts riot , in 
August, 1965, it was disposed 
today. • '

The history of the 22-caliber, 
8-shot pistol manufactured by 
liver Johnson’s Aims and Cycle 
Works in Fitchburg, M’ss.; in­
dudes at least four persons.

It was bought at a sporting 
goods store during the riot by 
Albert L. Herttz, 72!, of Alham­
bra. a Los Angers suburb.. He 
gave it "to his daughter. Mr's. 
.Robert F. Westlake of Wood­
acre, in Mas-m County. in 
northern Californat.

, Mrs. Westlake told investi- 
' gators she gave it to a family 
friend, George C. Erhard^ 18, 
of Pasadena, Hast November or 
December. , .

Erhard sold the gun to “Joe, 
a .bushy-haired Pasadena man.” 
who police identifled as one of

the 'brothers of Sirhan B. Sir­
han, suspected of wounding. 
Sen. Kennedy and the others.;

’[waShingtto“poSti ' ;
Police Check.

ri Tn Suspect •

In Jerusalem'
5 ^.ifEl .
’ Special to T'-ic Washington Post
' ' JERUSALEM,June 5—’saae- 
. li -police and newsmen have 
; •'cOnvrrgre on • the narrow 

sts•rrts of Jerusalem's walled 
Old City to trace the family of 
Sir-han Bishara Sirhan, who 

; was reportedly born in rast 
Jrrusalem. •

' ' Although there Jis a Sir-han 
familyin Siluanria vilarge just 
south ^f'■the-waned city, no 
trace has yet been found of 

. the main who shot Sen. Robrst
• F. Krnnrey. '

} The news that the man who
, ‘- miade an attempt on the Ufe of

Kennedy was born iin Jeruaa- 
Iem gave the peepee of th’ 

, city, their second shock of the 
I day. ‘
! In the morning, when the 
' news of the shooting in Los

Angetes first reached here, no­
’ body, even among those Israe- 
( lis usually errply involved in 

their own affaiis,, could have 
gurssee■ that the new tragedy 
in Un United States could 

I have ■ even the remotest 
connecUon with the Midde 
East conflict. .

'.1.1 i'j»!»w,'<;ifg"?,1''”
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, [WASHINGTON POST] - ' ^

■ Kennedy .
Admired by-

:.Egyptas
• [JWMsJ,. ■ : 

■ Los Angelos Times ,'
■ CAIRO, June 5—There is a - 
: tawdry night club featuring* 
, bad belly dancers just across ;
the ■ street from the American , 
Embassy in Beirut. Until re- 5 

1 cehtly, a large billboard cut­
out resemblanee of Sen. Rott- 4 

',ert F. Kennedy shared the ad-.' { 
• yertising spotlight with var-' ’’ 
• ious welt•'endowrd dancers. •'
. "God bless Sen. Robert F. *
Kennedy,” the sign said. ?

The Senators -portrait in ? 
formal attire—wss . puHed i 

. down recently in a citywdde j 
5 cleanup of unauthorized politt- : 
; cal .poseess along with those of s 
• Gen. de- Gaulle and various § 
Arab leaders. 1

The incident is worth recall- | 
ing because it forms part of. ! 
the K;raarry mystique which ; 
—n the Arab world—some- £ 

’ how manage:! to rise above I 
• the general tide of frenetic 5 
' anti-Americanism. On innu- • 

merable occasions since the .’ 
■■ late President's death, well- ; 
■ meaaiag and inteliigent Arabs 
! have -told ths corr•erpoareat 
; how much better relations 
‘ would have been had he lived. 
• Simtiarly, those Arabs who 

wanted to see the U.S. r•egata 
> ■ some of its lost stature in '' 

world affairs generally hoped 
( that Sen. Keaarry would be " 
i. rlentrr Pr•rstrent this fall. , 
। Few thinkmg Arabs noasid- L 
; ered him hostile to Israel but v 
■;.they felt he would exercsse a, /‘ 
) cool impartiality and reci>it■ 

nize that America's own sel:t- 
interess lay in supporting jus­
tice in the MiddS East.

At the same time, Sen. Ed- 1 
4 ward. Kennedy's interest in 
J refugee questioss, particularly , 
• the Palestinian r•efueers, has . 
f not gone fanittierd. The Sena;- ; 
*’ tor from Mlassachueetss made 
f a Middle Eastem tour last 
b year in which he visited many ., 
; of th.e camps. i * .

* The attempt on Kennedy co 
; incided with a day of mourn- .
1 ing thooughout the Arab 
I word!: the first aaaiyrr■rar•y „ 

of- the Arab-Israeli war. Lanlt- 
,ing the two together-, the offi­
cial Egyptian spokesman, Dr. 
Hassan El-Zayyai, said: "To us, ■ 

..the policy of vioranee, whether 
J on the individual or the inter- , 
' national level, is hateful aar 

inadmissible. We hope Sen. : 
Kennedy will Jhe.” '

1 Popular reaction to the Los - 
Angers shooting was ueaer- 
ally one of shock but little sur-

' prise. After Pr•erirrnt Ken­
nedy and the Rev. Martin Lu- ,

। ther Kmg Jr,, the Ar-ab in the 
’ street is becoming more aar 
. more coaviaerd that the vio- 

* lense he sees in Holtywood ex- 
■pors on local movte rcr•eeiss is 

i, fact,, not fiction., u - ^ -

:WWIW’’ iww^W’^,??ywr*’T!Wffi!!WF!|?’WlW?1!^^
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By Wiliiam Chapman''“yvlwPives in ■ Pasadena; «-• taken when he; applied for a 
Wadiinstnn Post stair Wrier \ fused-to-discuss-the shoot-J facetrack job. ’ ’" ■ '

LOS ANGELES, June 5-
A 24-year-oId native- of Jar-:................................  , • .about other mattes.,' police 
dan, described by interoo-.i. s^, .-■-■.■. ' ■ .•

ing although the talked free- .'' - Police investigators said , 
iy and artieulaeely today ‘ -they had-not’determined a

gators as unremorseful and 
occasionaHy fiippjutt, was 
identifeed by Los Angeles 
police today as the-suspect 
seized in the shooting-of 
Sen. Robert F. Kenndyy. .

Sirhan Bishara Sir-han./

' motive for the shooting and 
■ had no evidence the suspect

■ According to Police Chief hzd been hired by anyone. 
'Thomas Reddin, • the eue- ’ In hs pockets, they found a 

■ pect”s identity'was ■ traced newspaper a^cte ctRic11 of 
■ - trough the-.22 caliber pb- ;.Kennedy and four $100 bills. 
•’ tol seized after the shooting ,-• • Rcdein'tl'e ^.'o.ud not 

in,the -Ambassador Hotell.^ul^ou^^ej.possiibih^of a 
.'and}! through/fiigeipr^ ---

canspSrayy involving other per­
sons but he intittce there is 
no evidence now to suggest, 
that one exiseed. '

Reddin said an extensiee 
. check had been made of files 

of subversiee organizations,- 
including those representing.

- foreign nationals living in thiit 
country. The suspect's name

C had not turned up in any of' 
those fties, the chief sziid.

; Rceein taie the case against- 
Sirhzn now appears to be so 
talie that his investigators 
plan no further interviews. Hie 
discoosed, however, • that he 
and the eiltsict attorney have 

" agreed that the suspect should' 
be tubjected to a peyehoaogi-. 
czi test. -

[Sirhzn was caosideced by 
acquainlonecs to be a “virulent 
anti-Semite,” Jerry Cohen of 
the Los Angles Times re­
ported. ■ ’ .

[John H. Wiedner, apcrztar 
of Organic of Paezecoa, a 
health food chain where Sir- 
han worked as a stock and de­
livery boy until April, called 
him' “a good worker, an honest 
mzn.” -

[“But he had a lot of com- 
peexes, mainly related ’ to Is­
rael,” llie Wiceocr. “He 
clzimce when he was young 
he hzd eeeo some peopee, may.- 
be some relatives, killed by 
Ierzclls. .
Kennedy Pledge Recalled .

[‘Seen. Kennedy szid the 
other dzy he warned to help

।Israel. So I was not euSpsescd 

।. [The same theme was 
‘echoed by Dr. Mohammad T.‘ 
Mehdi, secretary general of 
the Action Committee on 
American-Arab Relations, in 

,New York City. ' . 
. [The Anodieed Press 
quoeed Mehdi as saying that 
Sirhan “may have been in­
flamed” by Sen. Kenneey’s 
backing of the Israeli cauec 
during his TV debaee with 
Sen. Eugene S. McCarthy (D. 
Minn.). • ' 
; [“It is ths; disecspect for the 
human Arab person which 
brings about ths kind of vio­
lence,” Mehdi said. Hie added 
that Sirhzn was active in the 

, Orgzniiatiao of Arab Students- 
whUe attending Pasadena 
State Ca>llece. -

[In a form-ial statement* 
Mehdi said: “We condemn the 
fact-that Senaoor Kennedy had 
kawaowed to the Zionist pres­
sure to the detriment of Amer­
ican ineerest in the Middle 
East,-as we caodemn the act 
of Mr. Sirhan”)

A 'swarthy, eleoecr man, 
Sirhzn was arraigned in Los 
Angoss Municipal Court this 
morning and then held in the 
Los Angetes County jai-.

Accoreing to Lt. Jack Eber­
hardt, an exeeutiee aide to 
Reddm, ioteraogaaoes found 
Sir-han zraiculate bua adamant 
in his refusal to discuss either 
the shooting or his political 
views.

“He’s bantering with the in- 
vcstigaares at this poinS‘” 
Eberhardt said. “He’s flip.”

But Eberhardt said that Sir-j
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।han talked eagerly about one 
subject - a sensational local 
murder case last year in which 
a Los Angeles County deputy 
district attorney was convicted 
of kiliing his wife and her 
lover. Sirhan brought up the 
case several.times and was in­
terested in whether the con­
victed murderer, Jack Kirshke, 
would win freedom in his ap-. 
peal. ' '

Sir-han was born Mar-ch 19, 
1944, in t.he Jordanian sector 
of Jerusalem and entered the 
United States through New 
York City Jan. 12, 19o7, ac­
cording to .toe Immigration 
and Naturahzation Serviee. 
He was then classed as a per 
manent resident, the Service 
said, but never became an

• American citizen. •
; Both his first and last 

names mean ‘‘wanderer’’ in 
Arabm.

Sirhan and two brothers, 
Munir (Joe) and Adel, live 
with their mother, Mary. Sir­
han, an empteye of a Pasade­
na church nursery in Pasade­
na.. There are unconfirmed re­
ports that his father returned 
several years ago to an as yet 
undetermined Arab country.

Sirhan Sir-han gr•aiUulttrd in • 
1963 from John Muir High- 
’School in Pasadena before go-­
ing to P'asadena Stato. Accord­
ing to the Los Angers Times,' 
classmates crnsideerd him 
“polite, clean and an A.-1 stu-­
dent.”

Munir and Adel Sir-han were 
being questionrd by police late 
in the day and were described 
as “cooperative.” -

Besides Munir and Adel, the 
'suspect has two other brothers 
named Sharif and Saidallah. A 
fifth brother is believed to. 
exist but has not been identi­
fied so far.

A sister has died -since en- 
. taring ths country. Sirhan’s 
father has returned to Jerusa- - 
lem, police said.

The suspect had ham and 
eggs for breakfast and ate 
heartily, police said. . ,

Idrntifiaatinn of Sirhan Sir- 
han — who had refused 
throughout the night to tell 
ponce his name — was an­
nounced at a press cmterecce 
ths mOrning by Los Angeles 
Mayor Sam Yorty.

Mayor Yoriy, in an off-the- 
cuff television interview, rir- 
clrred during the afternoon.

i 
that. police had found two ’ 
hand-written notebooks in the ’
suspect's home and said they 
crntaicrd “general! pro-Con-- 
munist wrttinge’” *1;

Yorty said the notebook 
wrings were in favor of 
Egyptian Pr•rsirent Nasser and*
strongly anti-Israeli and anti-t 
Kennedy. ■ ' -iv

Yorty also said an article, 
found among Sir-hans belong,, 
ings in Pasadena rrclared that ’ 
Kennedy sCruid . not be al- 
ilowed to live after Junte'5<'
(first anniversary of the Arab: 
Israelii war). ,

Later, Rrrrin indicated that? 
he thought Yorty should hot, 
have discussed the hrteboo’ks, 
becau.se they might prejudice,1 
the trial of Sirhan. '■0,'• 

8

The Arab World' L
Disavows Slaying ‘ 

[WASHINGTON POST Jaey, 196g
From News DSspatcess '

I The Arab word yesterday 
gehrrally denouneed the kill­
ing of Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy, although there was some 
bitterness and some emba-- 
raskmeht that the man

. charged with the crime is an 
. Arab from Jorraniah Jeruaa- 

lem. •
Some eritorlaSs in Beirut. 

• Lebanon, published before the 
% Senator's death, disowned

Ar-ab rekponstbHtty.
“The criminal may be some­

, one carrying an Ar-ab national­
ity, but he was only an instru-- 

. ment in carrymg out the 
crime,” A1 Hayat said. “To 

/ know the perpetrators and ex- 
■ ecutorr of t.he crime, its ex­
; ploiters rhoulr be sought.” 
’ One paper said at last the 
. ,“mui-der of the Palestinian 

Crmrlanr” has been br-ought 
' dramatical! to the attendon 
of the American peopee.

A.1 Kifah said, .’’Even if the 
' motives were personal, the 

need calls for renouncing and 
' exposmg it quick! and decla-- 

ing hohrespohsibility of the 
Ar-ab peopee for it.” The paper 

, called the assassihatOon a Jew­

ish plot to krrp.Krhhrry from 
the White House, wCei•e he 
would have discovered that 
“ICc Jew’s were brhthr" t.he 
murder of Pr•rsirrht John F. 
Krhhrdy.

Al Jarida lamented, “Every- 
thmg may perhaps have been 
acceptabte except that the 
man who shot Robert' Ken­
nedy had anythiing to do with 
the Arabs, even the name 
only. Ths is what causes big 
artohi.sCmrnt.'’

In Cairo, the Egyptian gov­
ernment's official spokesman 
rair t.he arearsinalirhn must be 
crhilemnrd whatever the na- 
tonality of t,he criminal

The Algerian national radio, 
drawing a paraUel -to the as- 
rassihaiion of John Kennedy, 
said, “The name of a killer 
and his links with foreigners 
are immediately made public . 
. . In the present case, it is the 
Ar-ab world which is aimed at. 
. . It is rather in the past of 
the United States, in their Cir- 
tory of vioeence — toward In­
dians as well as Negroes, to­
ward Latin Americans as well 
as rrut.heatt Astons — that 
one rCoulr search to find t.he 
culprit.”

The Algerian ambassador to 
the United Nations was the 
one who requetted Wednesday 
night that the Security Coun­
cil postpone its debate on the 
latest Israel-Jordanian battle, 
in deferenee to Senator Ken-nedy. ;

-^^rTOr^w^B^w^?T^5r!WT’??^w’?w?ws’^^
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Yesterday at the United Na-> 
tions, Jordanian Ambassador

1 Muhammrd El-Farra signed a 
book of condolence and issued- 
a statement condemnigg ’tire 
“criminal act committed 
against an outstanding Ameri­
can.”

Kang Hussem of Jordan sent 
a cable to President Johnson 
expressngg respect for Senator 
Kennedy, and the President 
of the Palestine Liberation Or­
ganization also condemned the 
murder.,

A Lebanese' workman may 
have summariedd the Arab re- 
actoon when he said to a fel-, 
low worker: “If this Palestinian ‘ 
waneed to help his country, 
why didn't he go and .join-Al. 
Fatah [the terrorist organzaa- 
tion]?”

Israeli newspapess gave the 
Keooera shooting prominence 
equal to that for the Arab-s-- 
raeli war a year ago. •

The Jerusaeem Post said in : 
an editorial: “Such a gro-’> 
tes;c[ue conjunction of the trag- ‘j 
edy of the Keooera family 
and the political conflict in j 
our region — a conjunction : 
which an Arab spokesman in , 
the United States had the un- ; 
believable temerity to .justify 
— rI•tios any words, of com­
ment of meaning." (

^W*-*rWM»mM>>;^^ .V



KENNEDY/USA (205)

‘I’m Stunned,’ 
Sirhan’s Father'
Says in Jordan

[WASHNnGTON POST June 7, 1968]
. Special to The Washington Post ... , -

TABBETH, , • Israeli-Occu­
pied Jordan, June ^'T am . 
stunned by what my son 
did," the 57-dr•ar-old father 
of the man accused of assasi- '
nating Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy told newsmen this morn- ' 
ing. '

Bishara Salma Sirhan,. ! 
who heard of his son’ role ■ 
in the shooting only a few ■ 
hour's earlier, received re­
porters in his new two-story a 
house in ths village 20 • 
miles .northeast of Jerusa- . 
lem. He was still in a state ',• 
of shock, subdued but.in 
control of his rmotions. ’

But at one point, to re- ‘ 
peated questinss about his 
own reaction, he snapped, | 
“What do you think a father 
must feel when he is told his 
son has committed such an , 
act." .•

(“If my son has done this 
dirty thing, then let them 
hang him," CBS News quoted • 
the elder Sir-han as saying.}

A short;, slight, clean-shaven 
man, the father was neatly 
dressed in a Westenn-style 
dark suit and matching tie. On 'J 
his head he wore the trad---; 
tional ftewmg Arab headdeess. '

The Senaoor’s accused killer, » 
24-year-okl Sirhan Sirhan, s 
t.he youngest of five sons. He , 
grew up in Jerusalem where ’ 
the famiy lived until they em- • 
igraeed to the United Stab’sin r 
1957, when Sirhan was 13. - |

“My son was a talented . 
boy, more than his four broth- ! 
ers. How he came to ths is be- • 
yond me." Sir-han was an out- • 
standing student and did not 
associaec with street gangs, [ 
the father said. Teachess 
prased the youngsters dili­
gence, he added. ..................

After a quarrel with his 
wffe, Mary,, the elder Sirhan 
returned t.o Jordan in I960. He • 
said he last saw his son three, 
years ago on a visit to t.he 
United Staees and knows 
nothing of hs poliiical beHefs.

He said the boy went to a 
Lutheaan school in Jerusalem ■ 
and the family belonged to the 
Greek Orthodox Church. t

“I am a religoous man and ' 
. have been all my Iffe," he ; 

said. “I still am a steady 
chur-chgoer and r-ead the 
Bible every day.. My son as a 
child used to go t.o t.he Or­
thodox - Church wit:h me in ;
‘Jer-usalem every • Sunday. >,' 
iWe studied the Bible to- , 

gether." -
-'. On t;he wall of his house
..there, is an tincriptOon in Ar--

.abic which reads:
» “Jehovah the High, You' 
gave me happmsss in th.e : 
wor-ld. Give me eternal Ifee.
You are t.he only God and 
nobody shall be worshipped 
befor-e you.”

The fattier, who chata- . 
•smoked cigaretttes during 
• his meeting with newsmen, • 
said tthat during the British 1 
mandaee in Palestine he was 
a senior inspector in the 
pubic works department. J 
The famiy’s financial situa­
tion deteriorated in the 
early ‘50s and ths prompeed' • 
the move to America.

The elder Sirhan said dur-- „ 
ing his years in the United / 

‘ Staees he deveooped a “deep • 
admir-atoon” for tue Ken- J 
nedy family, expressing 1 
special regard for the late 4 
Pr-esident Kennedy whom'1 
he consid'ess an idealist who * 
tried to lead humanity to ' 
progmss and prosperiy. •

He said he likes t.he way • 
the Kennedy help one an- 1 
other-, ths reminding him of ' 
the extended family str-u;c- - 
ture of the Ar-ab culture. '

He said that since his re- ! 
tur-n to Jordan he has lived • 
off the income from proper­
ty he had accumulated in * 
previous years. . /

* *' His house, where he Hves . 
; alone, is' situated in the 
nor•ttlrast corner of Taibeh. ' 
The village is inhabited by : 

• about 4000 Ar-abs, most of • 
them Christian. An Eastern < 
Tr•ttloiiox'Church eomlnates : 
the center of town.

Taibeh was completely un- ’ 
affected by last year’s Mid­
east war-. The villagers con- • 
tinue t.o sell their fruit and 
vrgriabrss across the Jordan­
River, 20 mites away, as 

• they did befor-e thrfighttng. ’
Bishara Sirhan’s shocked 

and grieved reaction is typi- , 
cal of the Ar-ab maniintthe J 
str•rr■i;. White some of them 
do not hide their hope that . 
the shooting will dramatize ’ 
the Ar-ab cause, the majority 
seem to have a sense of ( 
shame that one of them had , 
been ■ impiteated in such an ■ 

• act.. ' , ,

f!3
?3

r

ft 
.‘i



KENNEDY/USA (206)

■ ALoner Who Hated Israel 
) , [WASHIGGOON POST June 7, 19681 
’ . \ By Ward Just * ,J
' Washington Post Staff Writer
. Sirhan Bishara Sirhan,
• the 24-year-old accused as-- 

sassin of Robert F. Ken-
■ nedy, is a Jordanian by dt- 
, scent;, a Greek Orthodox.' 
' Christian by religion, a Pa- -; 
k lestinaarn by birth, and a res-,, 
(’ 'ident of the United States 
/. by choice. He appears to be 
j a man of no nationality.

Five feet five inchtes tai, <
■ 120 pounds in weight;, curb-- ■ 

haired, swarthy, speaking 
.' with a slight continental ac­

cent, Sirhan was described , 
. today by a former employer 

as "opposed to the Vietnam .
- war, in favor of riots—but -

not a member of any group. ‘ , 
Hc was a very proud man.

• He wanted to be recognitdd .*
‘ by the world.” .,

The employer, John H. , ‘ 
' Weidner, owner of the Or- • 
; ganic Health Food Store in .

Pasadena, Calif, for whom * 
’ -Sirhan worked as a $2-an- , 
/ hour stockboy from Sept. 24, *

1967,, to March 7, described .
I Sirhan as "very * ambitoous •
• and well-spoken.” He said j ' 
. the young immigrant-whom I 
’whom he described as a? 

- friend, as well as an employ-' 
.er—ppeartid to have no 
close friends, either mate or 
female.

None of the legions of 
. ;)0tirnillitS> and policemen 

looking into the background 
of the accused has been able 

‘ to unearth close friends or 
arrociates. Apart from Sir- 
hans immediate famiy,
Weidner is—to date—the . 

■ best disinterested wtnnrrs. 
, He said Sirhan hated 

■ Jews, an apparent legacy 
from- the 1948 Palertint war ' 
when Sirhan said he saw 
Arabs kilted by Israelis.' 
Weidner said Sirhan "liked 
the law—and the couri;r.” .

. He gave this account of a 

. dispute with Sirhan, which 
ended in termination of em­
ployment;:

The dispute arose over a 
delivery schedule, Weidner 
had one opinion, Sir-han an­
other, and it ended when 
Sirhan calltd his boss a 
”l 1 ar.” Then he quit 
Shorty i,htr•tafter•, Sirhan 
demanded $3010 severance 
pay, which Weidner rented.

Sirhan inriritd on taking 
the matter before a Califor- • 
nia labor commissinner.

Weidner agreed; and on 
April 24 Los Angeles Labor 

■ Commirriontr M. A. Myers i 
heard the case. He found for . 
Weidner1. ‘

Sir-hans supposed fasenna- . 
tion for law and the courts

• is partially substantiated by 
his attitude with the Los An- . 
gelts police. When first ar-- 

rtested, ' he rieadfarily re­
fused a lawyer—ppaarnnHy 
on the asromption that he 
would .mailee his own de­
fense. .He spoke amicabby— » 
"very cool, very calm, very , 
stabte, and quite lucid"’ ac­
cording to Police Chief . 
Thomas Rtddin—but would

• not speak of the shooting, , 
. nor of t,he evente that led up ■> 
to it. ’

According to Lt. Jack 
Eberhardt;, an aide to Red- • 
din, Sir-han spoke enthusirs- , 
tically about a sensational ' 
local murder case last year, - 
in which a Los Angers” | 
County deputy district ati;or•s 
nty was convicted of kilHng 
his wife and her lover-. Sir- 
han br-ought up t.he matter 
several times, according to •' 
Eberhardt, and was inter­
ested in whether the con­
victed mordti•tr-, Jack
Kisshke" would win freedom 
in his appeal.

Apparently at the urging ; 
of Al Wirin, chief counsel , 
for the American Civil Lb-­

’ erttes Union in Southern „i
• Californiaa, Sirhan has now " 

agreed to retain a lawyeill '
But the picture that has 

emerged of Sirhan. is far 
from dtfinttite. The known 
facts are meager enough:

- Records of the Immigaa- 
tlon and Naturaiiaatton
Ser-vcee give his birth date * 
as Mar-ch 19,1944, in Jordan.., 
He arrived in New York 
City, with his father, Bis­
hara Salameh Ghatas Sir-­
han, and his mother, Mary ■

, Bishara Sir-han, three broth- . 
trs and a rirter;.on Jan. 12, 

. 1957..
The famiy apparenty 

moved shortly thereafter to '
• Pasadent,, where Sirhan at­

tended the John Muir Hi.gh 
SchooL He is said to have ' 
been a good siudeni; a mem­
ber of both the junior and 
senior councils, and a mem­

ber of the ROTC. A class­
mate has dercrtbtd him as

, "poRte, clean, and an A.-1 
student;"’

The classmate, Chrisman 
. Ek, 23, a Swede, said in 
Stockholm that Sirhan i

• • "dr-tamtd of being some- * 
thing big in Jor-dan.” in Sai- ‘ 
gon, another classmate, Lt. ’ 
Wilham A. Spaniard, 24, of ’ 
Pasadena, dtrcrtbed Sir-hana 
as .*br•:iltalnt. He was study- ( 
ing Russaan whlte everyone ‘ 
else was barely getUng by in 
Spamsh and English.’’ .

The charge of pro-Com- ' 
= munism has been made, but 

not proved. Wtidntr ratd 1 
that Sirhan spoke of Amer-- 

‘ ica as "not really the place 
. of freedom.” Was it better • 
in Russia.or China, Weidner . 

‘ “ked17 ’One day, maybe” •' 
Wttdntr said Sir-hian replied. 
Los Angtltr police have 
said pubHcy and privatey , 
that there is no tvidenee to 
support a charge that Sir-’ 
han was a Communist. , j 
_ That he hated Jtsw there ■ 

. 's little doubt. "He was vio-1 
' lently pro-Jordan and anti­

israel,” said John Shear, 
who worked with Sirhan at ‘ 

' Hollywood Par-k r•actti•ack , 
; (whete Sir-hian was an oxer* 

cise boy). "When there was 
, troubte between Jordan and

Israel, he would become in­
, Hamed.” Shearis rtat.tmtni

is confirmed by Wtidntr. . *
And t.htr•e is the matter of 

the nowfaamoss notebooss, 
quoted by the Los Angetes 
Mayor,, Sam Yorty. Yorty 
said that Sir han's diary con- 
t.aintd an entry last month 
that "Kennedy has to be as­

. rtsstnated btfor-t June 5, 
j-1968"’ That is the first anni- 

vtrrary of the Ar•ab•Iri•atli
. war..

Mary Sir-han, the mother-, 
■ and Birhai•a Salameh Gha- 

iar Sir-han, the father,, are . 
separated. The mother still ' 
lives in Paradtnt;, the father 

■ according to one newspaper'

■ account - returned to Jor-- 
da,n almost immediately ' 
after arriving in the United, 
States. ;.

"My son - it can't be. No. ‘ 
Oh, no,’ Mrs. Sir-hian was ' 

' quoted as saying when she i 
ltarntd - he had been ar- -j 
^J01 In the. shooting of' 

, Senator Kennedy. .
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Sirhan Family Wires .
, Sympathy to Kennedys
. PASADENA., Calif., June 6 . 
(API—The family of the ac­
cused assassin of Sen. Robert 
F’. Kennedy sent a telegram’

t, to the Kennedy family today, 
saying, "we pray that God’; 
will make : peace, really 
peace, in the hearts of peo- 
pie." ।

’ The telegram was signed * 
by Mary Sirhan, mother of • 
Sirhan Bishari Sirhan, the , 
alleged slayer, and her fam- . 
ly, who reported! are under , 
police protection in another 
city. ■ J

"It hurt us very bad what < 
has happened and we ex-; 
press our feelings with them j 
and especial! with the chi- ; 
dren and with 'Mss. Kenne- , 
dy, the telegram said. •

"I want them to know that ) 
:f am really crying.for them , 
all. And we pray. t.hat God ■ 
will make peace, really peace j 
in t.he hearts of the peopkr,” j 
it added. ;

WMWW
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Inflamed • Assassin
By Wiliiam Chapman 

Washington Posit Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES, June 8- 

Mayor Samuel W. Yorty, disre. 
garding legal advice to cease 
talking publicty about the 
case, claimed today that Sen.: 
Robert E. Kennedy’s assassin 
had been a Communist sympa: 

... thizer and was inflamed by
Communist and pro-Arab agi- 

' tation. .
"Evil Communist organiaa- 

toons played a part in inflam­
, ming the assassinaionn of Ken--

‘ nody,” Yorty declared in a 
press confeeecee.

’ * His pubic statements today
r and yesterday provoked rising 
• controversy and fears that his

comments would damage the 
•. case against the 24-year-oW 
‘ . ■ suspect, Sirhan B. Sirhan.
; ’ Californla Attorney General
' Thomas Lynch cautioned
, Yorty to limit the intormatten 
i he divulges. He also praised 
, the Los Angeles Police De­

partment for its discretion in 
discussmg the suspect.

Lynch warned that Yoriy’s 
’ ■ commen’s could result in cer-
:' tain evidenee being ruted in-

admiaaible at Sirhan’ trial.
’ Yorty acknowledged Lynch 

had criticized him during a’ 
' telephone conver’ation, but

. . added: "I told him that I’m in
a situation where I have to 
make a- judgment about the.

; pubhc’s right to know.”
Yorty stirred the coetro- 

versy yesterday bydiacloaieg 
, some contents of two note­
’ books found by police in Sir-

han’ home. According to 
; Yorty, one notation said that 

"Kennedy must be assasai- 
, • nated before June 5, 1968”—
‘ ' the first aneiveraary of the, 

Arab-Israeli war. ,
Police and other law off-- 

cial’ were visibly disturbed 
‘ today at Yoriy’s commen’s, 

fearing they would raise a dif­
ficult and unnecessary legal

Sirhan, a native of Jordan, 
came to this couetrr 11 years 
ago but never has applied for 
U.S. citizenship. He has been 
described by friends as bit­
terly opposed to the State of 
Israel, and was said to be criti­
cal of Mr. Kennedy's support 
of Israel’ case agarnst the 
Arab countries, .

Yorty got Sirhan’ eote- 
books from offccers at the 
Rampart Police Station 
Wednesday before Police 
Chief Thomas Reddin had 
seen them. Reddin, who de- 
dimdl to appear with. the 
Mayor atthe press conteeecee 
th’ morning, has said the re-( 
lease of such inoormatinn1 
could be prejudicial and could 
damage the case against Sir- 
han.

In another devetopment, po- 
Uce put out a bullelie seeking 
information on a woman in a 
white polka dot dress who, ac- 
coreieg to a wineaat, left the 
scene of Wednesday’ shooting 
shouting, "We shot him!” I

One of Mr. Kennedy’ cam­
paign workers-, Sandy Seraano, 
20, said she heard the cry and 
asked who had been s'hot. ‘We 
shot Keeneey,” she -said the 
woman called back.

[Somae other eyewieeaatas at 
the hotel told of seeing the 
suspect wit.h a girl in a white 
dress earlier in the evening, 
the Los Angeles- Times re­
ported. Some said there was a 
third person, a dark young 
man, with them.

[A spokesman at police 
headquarters stressed, how-: 
ever, that "we don’t think it 
was a conapiracy at th’ time.”

[”I would calculate< there 
must have been 210 women, 
there with polka dot dresses-” 
he said. But:, he added "we are 
not going to throw anything 
into the wastebasket.’"] 
hurdte in. what seemed to 
them an open-and-shut case.

After Yorty continued di- 
,vulging informatten ' on the 
suspecti a police official ele- 
clined to comment, aaying, 
"We’ve got to save aomethieg --it least aomethine—for the 
jury.”

The national legal proeaa- 
’ion has d’paaedd mounting 
concern over the pre-trial ire- 
lease of information on a crim­
inal auapect, and Los Angetas' 
police have been careful to 
limit their commente to a few 
bare Oacta on Sirhan.

The American Bar A’■socia- 
tion’s new rutes now warn 
proaecutora to reteaee only 
such essential informatien as 
a auapect’ name, the charges

against him, and limited 
amount of ieeiltiflaanen mate­
rial. Reddin generally has fob 
lowed that Hide.

The most celebrated case in- 
olving pretrial publicity was 
when the Supreme Court 
ordered a retrial for Dr. Sam­
uel Sheppard, the Cleveland 
■physcc’n convicted of mur­
dering h’ wife. The publicity 
in Cleveland newsppeers pre]- 
ueicee the Sheppard jury, the 
Court held. Sheppard was ac­
quitted in his-retrial.

Attoneey General Lynch 
cited a Calitoi•nia case'today 
in whcch the • State Supfcme 
Court warned that prosecutor’ 
‘‘should avoid the danger of 
prejudKnng jurors and pro- 
apectiee jurors, by giving ma­
terial to eews•d’trminating 
agench’s which may be inflam­
matory or" may imp>roIterty 
prejuticee the defendant’ 
rinhta,” .

Under questioning at h’ 
press cdneeeenee, Yoriy' 
clailmee the notebooks showed 
that Sirhan was a ‘‘Commun-st 
sympathizer.” But tine Mayor 
acknowteneed he had no proof 
the suspect had been aOfiiiatee 
with any sort of aubveasiee 
organization. '

Ail Wirin, chief counsel of 
the American Civil Libertias 
Union of Southern Califoenit, 
said today that Sirhan has de­
nied affiliation with any Com- 
mun’t-oriented organizations.. 
Wirin has intennewed him 
twcce in the Los Angetes 
County jail white offering him 
legal aid.

Police ’aid Sirhan has not 
been tract:e to any ’uber’ive 
organization.

Yorty also revived a pr-omi- 
nent local rumor in sayieg 
that' Sirhan’ car once was 
spotted par-ked near a buileien 
where the local W.E.B. DuBois 

_ Club was hotdOg a meeting. 
The DuBo’ clubs have been 
cit.ed as subversive by the U.S;. 
Attoeney General’ nOflce>.

Yesterday, Chief Reeeie 
said t:hat a car to which Sir- 
han once "had access” was 
’potted near tire bunding on a 
night when the club was mee-­
ing., . ,
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. ’ Yorty, under questioning by 
reporters, agreed that it is not 
known whether the' car was 
Sirhan’s. The Mayor had no 
evidenee that the suspect was 
using the car that night or 
whether he was in. the build­
ing. "We have no evidence 
placing him at the meeting,” 
Yorty said.
i Yorty contended that' the

noeebooks contained wrttiggs Younger said he will seek a, from a horse whUe working as
murder indictment. He will 
call 17 wianggcgs and present 
“every bit of evidenee on the 
autopsy,” he said.

The suspect is being held 
under $250,000 bond and is 
being represented by a County 
pubhc defender, Richard
Buckeey. The ACLU wars mak­
ing arrangements to retain a 
privaee attorney. The ACLU 
also arranged police protec­
tion for Sir-hans famUy. '
’ When Sir-han was arrested 
he had $400 in his pocket and 
a key to a Chrysler autom-- 
bile. Yorty has gpecutaedd ths 
guggesis the suspect may have 
been “thinking of leaving;” the 
Los Angeles area after the 
ghtttiag. There' also was spec­
ulation the $4010 may have been 
a payment by someone else 
for the ghootang.

Later it was confirmeed Sir­
han had r-eeently won a court 
judgment from Hollywood 
Park race track in eonneetita 
with a suit filed after he fell

showing that Sirhan was sym­
pathetic to communism,- 
"whether Russian or Ohneee).”

Asked how he thought Sir­
han could have been "m- 
flamed” by both Arab nation­
alism and communism, Yorty 
replied, “Both the Commu­
nists and Arabs are anti-ss- 
rael.” He also cited reports of 
Union.
. With the exception ofYor- 
tyS remarks, civil libertarians 
here have been generally com­
plimentary of the police work 
in Sir-han's case. He was care­

, fully advised of his legal 
nights and was permitted to be 
tatcrvieweld by the ACLU al­
though he had said he did not 
want a lawyer, ACLU attor­
neys said today. ,

However, the ACLU has 
raised a quegtioa abouit the 
procedure used by police in 
searching the Pasadena home 
'where Sirht■a lived with his 
mother and two brothers. No 
search warrant was obtaindd, 
the ACLU maintained.

Police officiais said no war­
rant is needed if someone in 
-the family gave permiggioa for 
the search and said permission 
had been received from the 
suspect's brother, Abel..

Reddin has said yegterdty 
that a warrant would be ob­

t
<

tained in this extrtordinary * 
case, regtrdiegg of whether ' 
permiggioa 'was obtained in 
advance.

• Sirhan remained in the Los 
• Angeles County jail today. He 
has been gchcduidd to appear 
at a pre-trial hetrtag Monday 
morning.

■ However-, the County grand , 
jury has agreed to hear evi-. 
,dence in the case Friday morn- • 
; ing. District Attorney Evelle J. •

an exeresee boy. v
Police said the automobile 

key fit the ignition of a car . 
that belonedd to an emptoee 
in the Ambasaador Hotel 
ktcehen. But, polcee said, the 
empooec was at a htgpittl with 
his wife, when the shooting 
took paace. Chief Reddin said 
the empooye had been elintt- 
nated as a gugpect. Another po- 
Ree official said the key may 
actually belong to tatther. 
automobile, ■ I

Arab Students Deny ■ 
Sirhan Was Member »
The Orgtnizatton of Arab 

Students in- the U.S.A, and i 
Canada denied yegter•dty r^ { 
ports that Sir-han Bightrt Sir- ■ 
han was ever a member of the i 
trgtnizttton. '

The group was cstabtihedd ; 
in 1952 to further Arab-Amer­
ican friendship and to help । 
Ar-ab students adjust to aca-' 
demic Ife away from home. ’

»



KENNEDY/USA (210)

♦ WASHINGTON POST]

■ JuryIileicts
Sirhan for

. RFK Murder
[June 8, 1968]

, • By William Chapman
' Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, June 7 
. Sir-han B. Sir-han was indicted’ 

for the murder of Robert F. 
Kennedy today and then ar­

. raigned in a jail chapel under 
maximum security arrangdd to 
pr-otect his HCc. ' .

. The slight, curly-haired Jor- 
<- danaan, 24, was wheeled- into

• the jail chapel in a wheel chair 
and sat throughout .a 35-min-

1' ute session in silenee except 
for an occasional, poltie "yes

• sir" for Judge Arthur L. Alar-- . 
con.‘ • ‘ .

Only once did he interrupt. ‘ 
‘ He told the Judge courteously 
. that he preferred to have his 

. name pronounced “Sir-HAN,” 
f with the accent on the last 

syllable. Judge Alarcon 
. agreed. '
, . He was virtually surrounded

at the County Jall Chapel’s 
altar by four beefy sheriff's 
deputiss. They screened him 
from the sight of about 75 r-e- 
porters who had been frisked 
on the way in during an elabo­
rate security check for con-, 
cealed weapons. Even sharp- 
pointed pipe-cieaning tools 
were taken from reporters’ 
pocleets.

On view for the first time 
since his arraignment Wednes­
day morning, Sirhan appeaedd 
healthy, and his brief com- 
mentt were spoken crisply. 
One fingee — booeen during 
।the struggle early Wednes­
day at the Ambassador Hotd— 
was bandaged and he seemed 
to move with difficulty -from 
the 'wheelchair onto the altar 
area.

A pubic defeneer•, Wilbur 
Litticiieid, was appointed to 
.represent Sir-han. Judge Alar­
con continued the case until 
June 28 when Sir•h.tn will 
enter a pAea.

Alarcon also issued an un­
usually stiff oeeee to cur-b out- 
of-court commente by anyone 
contleceed with the case. His 
orece extends to “any public 
official" and seemed intended 
to cur-b the commenss of May­
or Samuel W. Yorty, who has' 
discussed pubicyy some noee-.' 
book’s said to have been takenj 
from Sir-han’ P’atailena home.|

The order limits public 
comment on the case to factual! 
ttatements such as the sus-' 
pect't name, age, residences 
and occupation and certain' 
court records always available.

Both that order and the 
elaboaaee security precautions 
tonight were tak^ m view of 
the slaying of President Ken­
nedy's assassin, Lee Harvey 
Oswadd, in 1963. Oswald! was 
shot by Jack Ruby while be­
ing removed from a Dallas jail 
in pubic view. Out-of-court 
commenss deemed prejudCcial 
to Ruby's trial prompted wide­
spread cri-tCltsm by the Ameri­
can Bar Astociatinn.

Observing the arraignment 
was A. L. Wirto, chief counsel 
of t;he American Civil Liber­
ty Union of Southern Cali- 
forma. Wirin, who has held 
several confeencess with Sir- 
han, praised the proceednnss 
and complimented the j,udge 
on arranging the security pr-e- 
cautoons.

The Los Angeess County 
Grand Jury spent about seven 
and a half hours hearing 22 
wttessees and deliberating to- 

1 day in the County's Hall of 
Jusicee. The indCtment was 
preseneed to Alarcon who 
then moved the court to the 
jail, about two miles away-.

Sirhan was also indUceed on 
five, counte alleging assault 
wit:h a deadly weapon with in­

murder. The 
to five per- 
during the 
Ambassador

tent to commit 
counts refereed 
sons wounded 
shooting in the
Hotel passageway early 
Wednesday. '

At t.he request of the pubUc 
defenecr, Alarcon agreed to 
appoint two ptychiatrisn to 
conduct an examination to de­
texmine the defendant men­
tal condition at the time of 
the shooting. .

The psychiatrists’ fmdmgs 
are not to be made publci and 
are to be used by his attorney 
only in eetermining what plea 
he should fie, Alarcon said. .

Wirin informed the court 
that Sirhan would like to have 
a prviate attorney. The Judge 
said the court wiil consider 
arranging a private lawyer for 
the defendant but Sir-ham said 
he eiet't have any money. 
Speedy Trial

He was dressed in a clean 
whim shirt, open at the collar, 
and blue trousers. He ex­
changed a few words with 
Wirin just as-the pxoiceedinns 
started. .

The Judge, who moved cau- tioutia and deliberately 
throughout the proceedinns, 
read, him a statement advising

Ihim of -his Constitutional 
irights to have a lawyer-, a jury 
I trial and a ‘‘speedy, public 
trial.”

As the hearing began, Los 
Angeess County iDtteict At­
torney Evelle J. Younger told 
reporters he worn “uneasy” 
about all aspects of the case 
in view of the impact it would 
have on world opinion.

"It will be scrutinized by 
politicians all over the worki," 
Younger said. “Some will want 
to make our system of justice 
look as bad as they can make 
it look"’

He warn also concenned about 
■ sported thrua’ to the sus­

pect’s safety.> “If someone steps on his toe, it could be blown up in head­
lines all ar-ound t.he worid” 
the District Attonney said.
' One grand jury wiitctts, 
hotel por-ter Jesus Perez, told 
reporters he had seen Sirlian 
near the Ambassador Hotel 
passageway where Sen. ta- 
nedy was shot. •

Perez said that Sirhan was 
shuffling papers in hChand, 
appeared worried, andat one 
point asked him if Sen. Ken-;

nedy would be leaving the ■ 
hotel ballroom by that pas­
sageway. , .

Witcnscns were instructed 
not t.o tell reporters what they 
had disposed to the grand 
jury,, but -they were free to 
talk about themceicns befor-e 
entering the witcnss r-oom. •

It was also encltosed by po­
lice today that a 1956 white 
and pink DeSota automobile, 
found ptr•0ee near the Ambas­
sador Hotel, belonged to the 
suspect. It had a traffic ticket 
for over-time parking on its 
windthieid.

Among the wltcttcss sched- 
uM to be called where Rootei 
velt Grier, the football pItace•, 
and Rafer Johnson, the Olym­
pic athlete, both of whom had 
ctmpaigced for Sen. K:enncey 
and had hepped capture Sii-- 
han after the shooting. „

One wiitnsts was identitied 
by a court official as Henry 
Carreon, who was taie-to have 
seen Sirhan at a San Gabriel 
shooting range.

The other wiitcntcnl5 were 
seven ambuhnnee drivers, four 
hotel cmptoyns, six police offi­
cers, two physicians. a balls- 
tiers expert, the County coro­
ner, two shooting victims—h-- 
win Stroll and Ira Golentcin 
itine a friend of Strolf’s. -.,

'M^«^Hw■^"^■^/*-^Vj!yJ*^^FqlWWPg,w^W^^^,*■*l^^^^ ‘^'W'WWWWWag^^^
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The ■ 14 women and eight 
men, most of them middle­
aged, sat behind the two rows 
of tabtes, facing the jury fore­
man, L. E. McKee,.'a garage 
owner. At least 14 votes were 
needed for t:he ind:ictment.

On each juror’s desk was a 
copy of the six counte against 
Sirhan—one charging him 
with murder and five charging 
him with assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent t;o commit 
murder. The five injured per­
sons are Stroll, Goldstein, 
Paul Schrade, Wiliiam Weisel, 
and Elizabeth Evans. _

Stroll, 17, who was. shot in 
the left leg as he stood near 
Sen. Kennedy enter-ed the wit- 
n^ room in a rolling chair, 
an RFK” button pinned to 
his sweater.

By a Washington Post Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES, June 7 - 

Los Angeess detectiess are 
searching for three Arabic­
speaking men who reportedly 
were seen in Robert F. Ken­
nedy’s poliiteai headquarters 
two day's before he was assas­
sinated, it was disclosed today.

Police also said that a pretty 
19-year-old bruneHe, who 
claims she was the woman in 
the polka dot dress wanted in; 
cennrctien with Sen. Ken-1 
nedy’s’assassination, had been 
questioned and released three- 
hours later. I

The girl Kathy Fulmer of| 
Los Angeles, told police her* 
grief stricken erics after wit­
nessing the slaying had been 
misunderstood by ebservress.

The three men being sought 
were overheard by a Kennedy! 
campaign worker who happens 
to speak AraWc He told poUce 
he heard one man say

Earner today it was disposed 
that Los Angeles detectvrss were searching for three 
AraWc-spakking men who r-e- 
rortedy were seen in Ken­
nedy's political headquarter 
two days before he was assas­
sinated.

The mm were overheard by 
a Kennedy campaign worker 
who happens to speak Arab! 
and who told police he heard 
one man say:

”If we can’t catch him today 
(Monday) we can catch him to­
night.”

The witness was identfited 
as W. J. Wood, 43, a grelegiit 
who had spent five and a half 
arass in Saudi Arabaa and who 
had been working in the Ken­

nedy campaign at the Wikhiee 
Bouleyard headquarters.^

According to InipicUr 
।Peter Hagan of t-he Los Ange­
les Police Department, Wood 
said none of the three ap­
peared to be Sirhan B. Sirhan, 
the Araabicspeaktnlg Jordanan 
natienalist accused of murder­
ing Sen. Kennedy in the Am­
bassador Hotel early Wednes­
day morning.

Police spokesmen would ac­
knowledge only that they re­
garded Wood's itera as “inter­
esting.”

' They were quick to point 
out that Sirhan was not ident-- 
।fled as one of the three men 
’and that there was no more 
than the cryptcc comment to 
suggest any complicit in the 
shooting.

' Hagan saiid today that police 
would continue to regard the 
assassinat.lnn • as t.he act of one * 
man until more solid evidencee 
turned up.' He said that the. 
Police Department i’ checking ) 
out literally hundreds of ru-t 
mors and stories that the a’- 
sassin may have had accom- 
pnees.

Wood, who could not be 
r•rachrd for comment tela:l;e,l 
gave the police a dricriptionl 
of the three men aritrrday! 
and deteetvess began a search; 
for them this merning. !

According to pelicr, Wood, 
did not attribute much import­
ance to the convrriatien he. 
.evrrhrard until he learned’ 
that the suspect soized was a 
Jordanian who spoke both 
English and Arabte. Sirhan1 

jhas been in this country since j 
11957. k
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One-Sided Talks

[WASHINGTON POST June 8, 1968]
From lews Dispatcher

LOS AONELES,June7-"It 
. . is like talking to someone on 

*. the moon!"
. Ghats how District Attorney

Evelle Younger today de­
scribed conversation with Sir­
han B. Sirhan, 24-year-old ac- 

‘ cused assassin of Sen.-Robert
• F. Kennedy.

Younger, a former FBI 
• agent, said all conversatinn be­

tween his assistant and Sir­
han had been one-sided.

. Younger , himself had not 
talked to Sir-han.

, Extensive security measures 
’were under way at the Los An­
geles County Jail as a result 

/ of telephoned threats against 
,_ Sirhan, but Younger em- 

pressed concern for futuee 
court proceedings.

- Officiate disposed that Sir-
han received at his requeS— 
but barely read-two theo- 

i sophical books, “The Secret 
Doctrine" by Helena Pe­
trovna Blavatsky, and “Gaiks

' On 'At the Feet of the Mas- 
■ ter’” by C. W. Leadbeaeer.

The books are t.he works of 
’ leadess in- the theosophteal 

movement-'-a body of thought 
claiming special knowledge of 
divine wiiIeom. Some theosop- 

। hists looked on Indaa as the
’ ■ source of all wtedom and 

most espoused t:he Indain doc­
, trine of reincarnation.
• In FiagItaff, Ariis,, police 

‘ Capt. Jean Slayton said a Sir­
han Munir Bishara Sirhan, 18, 
of Pasadena,. Calif., pleaded 

■ guilty to a vagrancy charge 
May 16, 1966 and served 15 
days in jail. •

When arrested, Sirhan was 
accompanied by another man. 
They were driving a 1957 auto­
mobile with Indiana Kcense 
pl-aees. At thie time he was 
pennilsss.

: In Teibeh, a viBage in Isra- 
' el--occupidd Jordan, Arab eld­

ers painted a picture of a boy 
- who grew up in a poor family 

that lived on church charity 
and who “was always kept in 

close line by the father"’

The father, Bishara SiI'hlaol, . 
has Uved in Teibeh since leav- ’ 
ing tris wiee and five children . 
in Pasadena after family quar- • 
rete. Before emigrating to 
America the Christian Arab 
family, lived in Jenssatem with 
little money- to spend, tire ■ 
elders said. '

The elders said the family 
became connected with the Je­
hovah's Wiihssess sect “many ; 
years ago” and it was that reli- ' 
gious group which paid the ' 
way for the Sirhan famUy to 
go to the United States in 
1957. . •.

Bishara Sirhan has told re- - 
porters the famtiy belonged to ; 
the Greek Orthodox Church ; 
and that Littie Sirhan went to i 
a Lutheran Church school in 
Jhru:allem. ' '

The Teibeh notabtes said f 
they were -convinced the J 
father still receihed money * 
from the Jehovah’s Wiinesees 
in aeeition to money sent him ' 
by one of this sons, Saadi. Sir- 
han has ,t:old reporters he sup­
ported himself on a small pen­
sion and by part-time farmmg.

The Jehovah’s Wiinesecs 
sect was banned in Jordan in 
1959. It is known to tooti.oue 
to operate secretly, particu-;- 
larly in the Arab old sector of j 
Jerusatem. J

In Jerusatem Salmin Awad,! 
principal of the Lutheran' 
grammar school where young 
Sirhan went to school from' 
1951 to 1956, said Sirhan was a- 
‘very gentle, poltte, queit,? 
humble boy, interested mainly; 
in books." 1

The boy was sevhnth in a: 
class of 16 during his final; 
year. Awad said this was a less] 
impressive Ihowion than his 
earlier grades? ’

Immigaatten authorities in 
Los Angeles say Sirhan was. 
admitted to tins country as a' 
permaoeot resident, which 
means he can stay ioe^fio!te]y, 
without applying for citizen" 
ship, which is consideeed af 
privltege rather than a re­
quirement 1
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More light Shed on Sirham’s Childhood g [WASHINGTON POST . ~ ?

By Yuval Elizur never encountered Israelis.
SticcJal to The Washington Post. , 

JERUSALEM, June 7 - 
The Israeli police today trans-
ferred to the FBI, through 
Interpol, a dossier on the 
,Sirhan family that describes 
the environment and child­
hood rxperinnees of Sirhan 
B^hara Sirhan, the annuerd 
killer of Robert F. Kennedy. 
* From the dossier it ap- 
'pears that Sirhan never 
yistred Jerusalem since he 
emigrated to the United

States in 1957 and that he is 
completely estranged from his 
father and other member of 
this family here.
•1 In the meantime, friends 
and members of the family 
denied American newspaper report;s that Sirhan wit­
nessed Israeli atrocities in 
his childhood.

His mother’s sister told re-

And, although the family' 
moved because of economic 
circumstances after the 1948 •

porters that Sirhan had

war int;o a different house in ’ 
the for-mer Jewish quarter of " 
the walled Old City,, his aunt 
said they were not refugees ■ 
like so many other Palestin- * 
ians. . .?

Additional information ob-' 
• t;ained also shows that;, under , 
a facade of politeness and 
meekness, Beshara Salameh - 
Sir-han, the father of Sirhan,'.: 
is a complex individual given", 
to fits of trmpraa.mett, ' 
neighbors remember that he , 
used to beat his children. \!

Friction in the family may', 
have influenced Mrs. Sirhan , 
t;o leave for the United 
States in 1957. She was re­
portedly assisted in ths act. 
by the Jehovah Wtenesres . 

sect;. wit;h which the family
has some association al­

though t;hey are mrmirees of 
the Greek Orthodox Church.

_ When the children went 
with Mi’s. Sirhan, her hus­
band flled a divorce suit in

• the Greek Orthodox reli­
gious court;. He withdrew it 
after deciding to go to the 
United States himself the

' next year.. But Leshara Sala- 
mch Sirhan actually never

, joined his family in Cali­
fornia and hved most of the 
time in New Jersey. He and 
his wife were later divorced 
and he now Eves in Tarbek, 
village, 20 miles from Jeru­
salem.

The reaction of B^hara 
Salameh Sirhan in the last 
two days, ever since he was ‘ 
told of this son's involvement 
in the murder of Senator 
Kennedy, seems to betray . 

■ his sudden changes of mood.
At first the was most cooper­
ative with the reper-ters who

flocked to his newly built 
two-story stone house.

Then he refused to let in­
to his house the NBC crew 
that came to interview him. 
But when the CBS men ar­
rived he was again friendly 
and talkative. He later bodi­
ly threw out the represen­
tative of the German Tele­
vision Service.

The principal of the Luth­
eran school in the Old City 
where Sir-han Sirhan studied 
said that hs record showed 
him to be an above-average 
student. ’

Salim Awad, the principal, 
remembered him as a quiet 
boy who diligrnily attended 
Sunday enhool. "I do not 
believe he was the krnd of 
a boy who could have initi­
ated such a crime,” he said. 
Sirhan and hs brothers, 
Adel and Mumr, went to the 
Luheeaan enhool because it 
was located near t;hrir home.

>VW!!?twffWW’p?^«!*?!^ffl!^!!^W^
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Elder,Sirhan: Arab
LWASHIIGTOON_POST^_ June 9, 1968],

Feelings Endm-e
By Elizur Yuval '

Special to The Washington Post 
TABBEH, Occupied Jor­

dan, June 8—The father of 
■the accused assassin of Rob- 

• ert F. Kennedy said today 
the Senator “should have 
had more justice in .his 
speeches. You cannot kill 
Arab feelings deep inside.”

“Justice is above every- j 
thing,” Bishara Salameh Sir- । 
han said repeatedly in an in­
terview. ’

• Two days ago, the father’ 1 
of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
who is under indictment in 
Los Angeles for Sen. Kenne- 

’ dy’s murder, expressed his j 
admiration for the Kennedy 
family, includhig the Sena- J 
tor as well as the late Presi- ■ 
dent John F. Kennedy. He 
said at t;hat time. that he 
could not understand how 
his son could be driven to 
such an act of vioicnce.

Today, he explained that , 
at first he could see no pos­
sible connection between his . 
son and Robert Kennedy. 
But since he first received 
the nevss he has learned 
about the Senator’s sympa­
thies for Israel, he contin­
ued, and now he under­

. stands things more clearly. ■ 
p T'he elder Sirhan repeat-■ 
’ edly asked the ffllpwing' 
question of his intendewesss: ~ 
“Tell me, do you' think it 
possiWe to kill the good 

• feelings you have for your - 
country?”

A short:, slight man who 
hves in this village 20 miles 
northeast of Jerusalem, Sir- । 
han appeared more relaxed -<‘ 
■today than he has on some 

; (previous occasions since the 
shooting. Informatinn here 
has revealed him to be given , 
to fits of temper and sudden i 
changes of mood. Neighbors 
remember t:hat he used t;o • 
beat his children. He has by 
turns been most cooperative 
with reporters and then re­
fused to sec them. On Fri- 

. day, he bodily ejrctrd from 
his house a reporter for the 
West Ger-man television net- -‘ 
work:. ',

■ Today he was eager to t:alk 1 
about everythmg, especcally J 

. his youngest son, Sirhan, I 
whom the has not seen for • 

. more than eight years.’ "
• His English is fuient, al- !

though from time to time he^ 
stops in order to search for', 
a word. He also does not ? 
hesitate to st;op interviewers .' 
from tiime to ti:imewheohe 
does not understand a wor-d. ;

Sir-han was, meticulously t 
dressed in a dark gray ' 
woolen suit despite the al- .1 
most SO-degree heat. He, ■’ 
wor-e a white shirt with thin 
blue stripes and a gr-ayand ’ 
blue tir!. He also wore an 

i Arab headdesss. His dark, 
I thin face was clean-shaven.
-. There was much less 
traffic into Taibeh today, , 

'■ Everybody in. the clean, 
j mostly Christian rillag<rt• • 

which Ues in t:he fffthills of 
the mountains of Judea just • 

; before the desert and the' 
Jordan Valley begin-s
eager to help you find the 
celebrity among t:hem.

I One elderly gentleman in 
Ar-ab headdesss offered, to 
direct us. Addressing us in ’ 
faiilly good Yiddish, he said: ;

, “Have you ever seen an 
■ Arab who speaks Yiddissh? I , 
also speak Turkssh, French,''.’ 

, English and Hebrew.” .)
No Israeli sfldier•s .or po-,. j 

Iicemeo were to be seen in , 
• the viUage. From the ve- ’ 

randa of Sir-hans new white j 
stone house one gets a beau- ' 
tiful view of the Dead Sea, 
15 mHes away and about , 
21000 feet below Taibeh. I

As we came in, a delivery 
boy brought cold beer and • 
soft drinlss which Sirhan ap- , > 
parently had ordered from ; 

■ the nearby glfcrly store., 
•“On the dffrbell it said “Be- j 

shara” in English andAra- 
bic.

Talking about his son Ste- 
han’s experinnee with Is- 
raelss, Sirhan admitted that 
his son had actually never 
seen any Israeli .soldiers. He 
was less than four years old ’

when the family moved " 
from t:hrir house in St. 
PauFs Street in the Musrara 
quarter to the walled Old 

, City of Jerusalem. c
They had moved out at 

the advice1 of the British 
rnandat:e authorities who' 
feared that they might be ; 
hurt in the battie that was. , 
raging near the Musrara . 
quarter. .

.“For two day's before that ’ 
... we did •not go out of the 
’.’ house,” Sirlaan recalled. •
“The Jews were bombing us 

■ all the time. Cannon and 'j 
’ mortar: shells fell errry- ' 
where. All the time little !

•’ Sirhan was leaning against ' 
the wall, afradd. ■

“Later he often said to • 
I me: ’Father, do you remem- ’ 
' ber when there was shelling 
; and we wer-e in the house । 
‘ and could not go out?’ ” The . 

■ boy also kept r-emembering i 
_the toys he left behind in 

S their Musrara apartment, • 
' the father told us.
' 'Jewish famines who had " 
lived next to us ran away

’ earlier when the Arabs were 
in control of Musrara”’ Sir-­
han added. The father said , 
he kept up with his family 
in America through his sec­
ond son, Saidallah, with 
whom he coreesponss regu­
larly.

He had not had any mail 
from young Sir-han for many 
years and did not write to 
him. He heard about him 
through the letters of Said­

. allah.
* In reply to another ques- • 

tion, he said that he might 
go to the United States. He 
had dsscusscd this and ot.her 
matters with U.S. coosular, 
pfficiaSs who had visited 
him.

At the cponiusipo of the 
’ ^nterview, Sirhan said

thoughfully, as if trying to , 
correct the impression made ' 
by some of his earlier state­
ments: j

“So Sen. K:eonedy is dead J 
and my son may go to t.he 
electric chair or be in prison ; 
forever. What good does it : 
do? Why must t:her-e always ’ 
be trouWe?” ,
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Sirhan Sirhan
© 1968. London Sunday Times ..
The indictment against , 

,him is the more shattering , 
for its forrnaitty: that he did ' 
murder "Robert Francis - > 
Kennedy, a human being,” I 
and attempt to murder the J 
■five other victims in that 
hotel kitehen. i

Case No A233421, the peo- ■ J 
pie of the State of California -■ 
vs. Sii-han Bishara Sirhan, . I 

; "is a very special ease,” said 
the district attorney. ,

But is Sirhan a very spec-. -1 
ial persson? Was it private an- ; 
gush that moved him; and, ,; 
if so, what fed his hatred? - - 
Or is he linked with the num- ’’ 

. bcrlcss groups of extremists ■ ’ 
and fanatics in America or

, the -Middle East;? .
Since the new'S reached I 

■ Israel at 8:30 p.m. on , 
Wednesday that the man ae- 1 
eused of the assassmaiinn 
was Jerusalem-born, the Is- ' 
racli Secret Service has J 
been trying to discover if > 
any fanatical Arab under- , 
ground movement was be­
hind ■ the kilting. So far, 
agents have drawn a com- ' 
plete blank. <

Their main lead was Sir- 
han's father, Bishara Sala- 
meh Sirhan, who lives in a - 
modest homie at t.he vitiage ' 
of Taibeh,' near Jerusatem. 
When t.he father opened up, I 
he was asked first to identify '
himself and then to answer , 
question on his famity and 1 
particuiarty his son Sirhan.

"Why are you asking me , 
about my son?” he asked.

. "You’ve heard t-he news .' 
about Senator Kennedy?” ■ 

"Yes,”
“Well, t.he man who is ac- ', 

cused of shooting him is your • , 
son Sirhan.” ;

Mi-. Sirhan coUapeed. "He
is such a good boy; he was :
always a good boy, all his !
teacbess praised him,” he 
kept on repeating when he 
recovered. •

It is tnie. T'he family has , 
an unbiem'shed record. The 
father was, he proudly tells 
everyoee, a "chief inspector”’ 
in the old British Public 
Works Department in Je­
rusalem. He was, in fact;, a 
senior mechame. Under both 
the Jordan administration 
and for the past year under • 
Isracli rule, the family has

had "no troubte, no blacklist- ’ 
ing for anything, no political 
or extr-eme veews, completely 
harmlessl” according to a ' 
security source. •

The security checkup then 
turned to ponsillle associates 
in israeti-conteelted territo- > 
ries. Her-e again a blank was • drawn. The name Sirhan’ 
simply does not appear on ■ 
any blacki'st.

There have been reports 
of t;he existence of an 'ultra­
secret and fanatical Arab • 
murder gang—moeeHed on ’ 
the old Jewish "Stern Gang;” 
-with cells abroad, partic- 5 
ularly among ex-trem’st * 
Arab students. Ths hypo- ; 
thetical organization appar­
ently aims to exterminate f 
foreign politicians friendly’ 
with Israel.
No Evidence Found ।

But-hhere is no evidenee - 
. for ths;, and a high-ranking. 

Israeii security source r-e-. 
sponsible for ‘uncovering’ 
Arab underground activities 
anywhere in the world said 
simply; "We would have • 
known of it:, but we don’t.”

Straighfoorwadd political , 
conspir-acy organized from • 
the Midd! East seems un­
likely then. So authorittes 
have delved back iot:s the 

■ family’s past,, seeking some . 

sort of clue to the inner 
turmoil of Sir-han. What 

. emerges is a portrait that in 
. many respects Jits the his­

torical image of the lone, . 
. unbalanced assassin.

Six-han’ paren’ married 
about 1945, white the father 
was workmg for the British 
in the old mandate of Pal­
estine. Sir-han is t:he fourth 
of five brothers and ttheee is

a sister. After the Arab-Is'- 
raeli war of 1948 the family 
found a cheap flat in a Jew­
ish quarter in t.he walled 
Old City of Jerusalem, part 

- - of which had become the 
, Jordanian sector. One of Sir­

. than’s teachess once visited 
, the flat and found it “very 

poor indeed.’’
Both parents were very 

rcligious; the mother more
1 intense. The lathee—a nmalll 

round-shouldered man with 
a high-pit.ched, slightly whin­
ing voice — is said to have 
been strict with h's children. 
Friends say he gave them 

• very litte pocket money. He 
had very litte to give: He 
was out of wor-k for long 
periods.

The parents were Chris­
, tians — Greek Orthodox — 

but they sent Sir-han to the 
I Lutheaan school in t.he Old

City. It wars near their flat;. 
A teacher who remembers 
Sirhan, Salim Awad, now 
the heaOmantcal produced 
records showing that at least 

. until he.left for America at 
thie age of 12 the boy was 
of above-aveagee ability.

His report for .1955-56, his 
test year at the schoo], 

. reads: "Retigten very good; 
Arab! very good; Engl’sh, 

• ‘ good!; arithmetic, very satis- • 
factory; • geometry (a new -
subject.), good; history, satis­
factory; geograpyy, satisfac-' 
tory; science, good; natural •
history (a new subject.), sat's- 
factory; drawing, satisfac­
tory; singing, go'od; conduct, ' 
good!; ditigence, good; clean- 
Oincnsl good; general com­
ment, natinfact;ortt“’

Sirhan nevea' succeeded 
in getting to the top of his 
class: When he left he was, 

, sevenhh out of 16. Yet hes 
' ’ was convinced of his own' 
, baiiaaCcr. • '

His father recalls t.he boy 
; coming home, puffed with 
,' pride, after his teachess 
, had praised him. "Papa, my' '

»' teachei-s say I’m going to be , 
, a great man,” the father 
' quotes him as naying. Or 
I “TeH me, Papa, am I clev- 
. tree t;han my brothers?”

His father would reply 
. that if all went well the , 
, boy would go to a univers-­
. ty in England. "You should 
, have seen him walkmg 

around t.he house after I- 
said that—so happy, so big.,” 

A pnychoiogint might find 
in these early intimations 

• of grcannnsc, fotiowed by > ’ 
the crushing life of a de- I 

■ livery boy for a Los Angeles 
, food 0ealer•l some hint of •
' what drove him. I

Admirer of Hitter I -
There was always a' .st-•eak 

of latent fanaticism in Sir-- | 
han—spccificatiy, a certain f 
niogte-middcdnsss unusual |

’ in a child, a wilUnness to 
consider extensonn. He often I 
said he a0mil•e0 Hitler. His 
father quotes him as saying 
more than once: "Hitter 
was a big man, a great man, 
and he had good ildeeas. In 
tbe end he was wrong only 
because his poltetes faited.” 

This does not make Sir-han 
a fascist, m- even aight.wing. 
Indeed, even at the age of 
11 mJ2 he was ’investigated’ 
by the Joa0aniao Securit;y 
Serv■ic:cn on suspicion of 
icft-wing lcanionn. Later, 
ju’t bcfo-•e emigrating to 
Amercca, he was "warned.” 
Ao0 of course Sirhan was, 
naturally. and vehemently, 
aoti-ZlonntC, though—so far 
as they can be sepaartee—
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not anti-Jewish. A‘12 year- ! 
olds politcss are hardly ; 
Immutable, but Sirhan’s do j 
point t.o a combination of !

' precocity and determination.
Religion provided another, i 

and perhaps more potent, I 
straw of fanaticism. Sirhan 
was fonder of his mother 

. than of his father and un­
failingly obedient to her-. 1 
From her he learned his 1 
religion. It became steadily ■ 
more obsessive;, seemingly ’ 

. one of the props of his b>e- > 
lief in his future greatness. 
Read Bibee Nightly :

Sirhan always' went 
straight home after school. ; 
Every evening he would read 
the Bible—his favortee read­
ing—hen kneel by his bed • , 
for long prayers. Then he ; 
would kise the hands of his 
■father and mother before • 
■ going to bed. On Sunday's, ’ 
going to church, he would ; 
.stand in front of mirror, 

■ carefully smoothing his 1
cheap clothes. J

He made friends easily. i 
Yet eometimes Sirhan would , 
take a strong dislike to an- ; 
other child—^nd usually it . 
was for using foul languaee. 1 

, It was rciigoon that Anally J
,split the famiy. A.nd here i 
the mystery about one pos- 1 
sibly vital aspect of Sirhan’s 
life bngins.

Around 1956, Sirhan’s par­
ents started to bleak up. 
The Mukhtar (head man) of 

Jaibch says the split began 

when the mother became 
strongly dr-awn to the Je­
hovah's Witnesees. A ver­
sion of nvnne>, given by peo­
ple who know the famiy, is 
that after the breakup, the 
enct helped the mother to go 
to America in .1957 with Sir- 
han, two of his brothers and 
his sister. ■

The father apparently 
started divorce proceediaes 
through a Greek Orthodox 
court, but stop p e d them . 
some months later and de-. 
cided to join his family in 
Amerc c a. Other friends 
claim that the passage, also,, 
was assieted by the Jehovah's 
Wttnesnes. • .

The father's present rc. 
laUonship with the sect is 
unclean The Jchovah's Wit.-, 
nnesne have been banned in . 
Jor-dan for nine years, but ' 
they still presnlyt’sn fierce­
ly. According to the Mukh­
tar of Taibeh, the father is 
supported by the set— ; 
though why, is unknown.

According to Mukhaar Mu’ 
addi, it was money fr-om the ■ 
sect that bMped the fattier

build hiis new ten-room stone 
villa in Taibeh overlooking 
groves of almond and olive 
trees—a house that must 
have cost around $12,000. '„

All th's, the father demes, 
But on the table in his sit­
ting r-oom, he has a rnligious 
tract in Arabte, ,'Solvtng 
■the Ineetnatitnal Crieie," 
and this is believed locally . 
to be publ'shed by the Je­
hovah's Wttnesnes. And in . 
his Bible he has marked in " 
blue pencil a paesaan in Exo­
dus, Chapter 3, which the ' 

■ Jehovah's Wttnesnes consul- , 
er cruciial. He say’s he did 
this so that, when talking to . 

■ other vilaagers, he can quick­
ly find the paesaan giving 
‘‘God's real name, t.he name 
he wanes, to be called by." ;

Background of Tension '
So Sirhan comes fr-om a 

backgr-ound of tnneion, a 
home broken larged by dis­
agreement over the doc­
trine of a somewhat fanat:- 1 
dcal sect. The Jehovah's Wit- * 
nnssne may not themeelnes' . 
be relevant; but the air of 
adamant and even intolerr , 
ant righeeousness insepaaa- , 
ble from the sect probably is 
eignificant to ondnretandina 
of Sirhan. ,

But America took the ’ 
young Sir-hian. From the 
bac^eitenees of Jnruaalnm, he 
was huricd into the mac-- > 
strom of Los Angeies. What ■ 
happened .to him? Whatt . 
might have warped • t.hm 
brigh,, intoospective, mother-- , 
dominated boy of 12?

Wenninger's cliaesic de- 
ecripUon of paranoia eaye: 

"A feeling of being slight­
ed . . . favors the secret 
nortoritg of ideas of great 
power . . . Such an indi­
vidual may come into con­
flict with the law, either as 
a direct actionist (e.g. mur­
der) or a petiUoner (law 
euite), a dnvelepmnnn which 
he rnaar•de as the natural 
outcome of his great but un­
recognized importance, and 

■ of the envy and malice of an 
' indifferent wor-dl ... An im­

pressive facade of reason- , 
ableness, narnestnees and ■ 
‘nermalilty' may cloak th' 
peychopaheology to a dis­
arming degi-ee .... ”

The Pasadena police kept 
a “nd flag file” on Sir-ham 
All it meant was that if he 
ever got into' trouWe, they 
had a file they could pull out 
which 1’sted every contact 
he had with the law. We 
have ennn t.he fie, and all it 
proves is that Sirhan was a 
boy who was quarrelsome ' 
and had been on the ndan of , 
troubee a few times without

really getting into hot water.
There are no criminal 

chaages, only a dreary cata­
logue of trivial entries. 
Twcce he reported a bicycle 1 

. stolen: once when he was • 
14 and en£e. when he 
was 18.. Twice there .
were complaints that he was 
caueina a disturbance—he 

> last Umm on March 7 this 
, year, the day he was sacked 

fr-om hiis last job. Once he 
lodged a complaint himenlS. ; 

. PuHed out at random, it
could be Um file of a million 
young men—or Um dossier 
of a case of incipeent para- ' 

. noia. '
Sir-hian Bishara Sirhan , 

, landed in New York on Jam. 
12, 1957, with his mother-, his 
eistnr Aida—woo died of 
cancer last year—and three 
brothers: Shari,, Adel and 
Monier (the fourth. Said 
Alkali, arrived in 1960l.

The father, who jotaed 
Umm a few months later, 
stayed in New Yrork, where 
^fund 'TOrk a' a plumiber, 
and Um mother took the children to Califotnia, . 
where she got a job a' a 
children’s nuren. •

But the father stayed in 
Anrnnca for only three 
years, and lived with his 
famiy in Los Angeles for 
only a short part of that 
time. He says he came back 
to Jor-dan to look after his 
methnr, aged as far as any- 
enn can tell about 90, who 
had faHen ill but refuend to, 
go to America. .

Accerditg to Um Mukhaar, 
the parents’ plans for a di- 
vercn were abandoned un­
der Urn childien’s influence 
and they dncided on separa­
tion. That was when Um 
father returned, first to 
Jnl•oealnm and later to 
Taibeh. Meanwhik,, in Los 
Angeier, Mary Sirhan, Urn 
mother, settled her famiy. 
She rented a white wooden 
botgalow in Um only mix­

" ed neighborhood in Pasa- 
dnna-, an aging suburb of 
Los A.ngelesl
A-Gade's in High School

■_ Sirhan went t.o the John 
Muir High Schoo,, an nxce-- 
lent scheor, and did well. He 
had A aradies, he was on the 
stodntt council for his last 
two years—he nvnn jemed 
the Officer Cadet • Cerps. 
Then he went on to ■ Pasa­
dena City Celiege, a disfinc-- 
ly sncend•raee insttuutfon. By 
all acceone» he was a ’erious 
student. Hnr•n is what his 
centempel•ariee’ say about 
him:
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