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“A taciturn individual"'
who did not say very much 
... Friendly, really pleasant, 
but hard to get to know . 
He was so weak and scrawny, 
but always so neat. The 
other kids came to school 
in sweat shirte and jeans,, 
but Sirhan always had a 
clean shirt ... He was bril* 
liant. He was studying Rus
sian when everyone .else’ 

. was studying English and 
Spanish ’. . . He-was calm

* and well-mannered, nothing 
evil about him . . . Hhe 
dreamed of being something . 
big in Jordan after his stu-* 
dies in the university . . .”

Somehow, something went 
;wrong with the elat dark 

boy with his white shirts 
and his big dreams.

The -details are missing; 
but one senses a situation 

■ where the boy who wants to 
make good is dragged back 
by bad company. For Sir-han, 
the bad company seems te 
have included at least two 
of his brothers — the broth
ers the 7iyear-old Sirhan had 

‘ • so desperately wanted to 
beat.
The brother with whom Sir* 

han bought the gun, Munir, • 
was welliknown as “Joc” in . 
haifidoloeen seedy HoHy- 
wood night clubs frequented ‘

• . by Ar-abs and other immi
grant from the Eastern

• Mediterranean.
Ths wordd of t.he Holly- ■ 

* wood night spots exere’edd 'i 
- its pull on Joe carly: several., 

times he ran away from 
school. Police thought he had . 
been “shacking up wth oldi j 
er chicks” and he has subsei 

- quently been up on a nari 
cotics charge involving mari
juana.

. Another brother, Sharif, 
got into more serious trou-

’. blc, according to P^ctena 
police. He got a year on pro
bation for attempted muri. 
der: a lenient sentence, con
sidering he is said to hiwe

. sawed through the brakes of 
his girl fr'iend’s car. '

Even before. he left the 
City CoHegc, Sir-han .was 
earning a few dolten; as a - 
groom and lxlleile boy at 
the race track at Hollywood 
Park. After he left, be went 
to work there as an exere’ee 
boy, walking horses to cool 
them off after t.raining. Ap. 
parent! he wanted to be a 
jockey, a despairing dream, 
for at 126 pounds and 5ifoot 
six he was a little big.

On Sept. 25, 1966, he was 
thrown from a horse and in
jured. Later Sir-han claimed

that ths fall had damaged, 
his eyesight. His suit was;- 
settled out of court for $2000.

Almost a year after. t.hat-. 
, he seems to have been-out , 

of work. Finally, last 
. tember he got a job as dei 

livery boy at a health and .
( store in Pasadena. He was ' 

paLd ^2/n hour" His bos^ a 
Dutch former ressstenee • 

• fighter, trusted him with ‘ 
large nmounss of money, but 
ultimate! found him imp os- ' 
sible to emptoy.

. “HeJas..a man of prin< 
. ciple. He didn’t drink,” said • 

the employer, “He didn’t" 
smoke. He always said he '

• . wouldn’t lie. But he was ■' 
emotional. He resented aui '

. thority. He didn’t like to 
’ take orders.’” In the end, on 

Mareh 7 this year, Sirhan •

1 was fired. It’was the end of
: t.he Une. •
* One of Los Angeles’ lead

ing psychiatrist suggested
1 that Sir-han was an inteeesi-.
* ing case because his latent 

hatred of authority—a Freu-
’ dian might say this had 

something to do with his'
• support of his mother, 

,against his father in the . 
long marital struggle—was 
reinforced by his ideological, 
attitudes. .

• What are Sirhm’s atti
tudes? How did America ■ 

‘ crystalize the emotions of 
, the young Arab imigran??/ 

Mayor Sam Forty of Los-.
' Angeter, a vehement anti

Communist, claims t.hat 
Sir-han was pro-Communist, 
and speaficrl! asserts that 

i, his car, an elderly pink De .;

Soto, had been parked" on
side meltinss of the Du--. ' 

. bos Club on several bcca- j 
sions. ' - ■ ;

• The DuBois Club has been ‘ 
identffied by the FBI as a 
Communist front, but there 
is some' doubt whether it 
has anturlly held any meet
ings in Los Angetes in the. 
last three years. Mrs. Dor- . 
othy Heatey, the very forth-'

• right senretrry of the Corn- 
munist Party here, d’sm’ss- 
es Forty's suggesdon as 
“typical of an opportunist

• polificran who wants to get 
his name in the news.”

■’ She said she had person
' ally checked Sir-han's name . 
with several of her young 
lefl•wing friends, none of

’* whom had heard it. She then 
checked with his high school '

nfmtempfrariei, all of 
;, whom said that he was 
'; strongly anti i Communist 
, and anti-Semitic.
f( At every stage of his Itfe-- 
t in America, in fact, those 
f who knew Sir-han remem-' 
.'• ber virulent outbreaks of 

anti-Semiitism—at school, at 
the race track, at the health

' food store.' . ,
’ < That appeass to have been ’

‘ America's main nfntribufion' 
to Sirhan’s deveiopminnt. In. 
America—n a world where

, Arabs keep their heads 
, above the black ghetto with 

■’ diffteuKy, while Jews are( 
' among the wealthiest com- 
u muniUes in the world-nny 
; Arab with the faintest ten
' dency to paranoia might 
., have a feeling that the en- 
' emy was closing in. '
• Mayor Yortty blurted out/ 

< and toe police have nbn• 
pfirmicd, that when they 
.-'earched the Sirhan famiiy’s 
,, house in Pasadena they 

*,found two ring-back loose
. ’leaf notebooss, each with 
' ^ou 18 to 20 pages.

■ In one of these-Sirhan 
wrote—about May 17 and 18, 
the police toelk--“Keneedy 

J'- must be assassinated before 
< June 5.” By May 17, Robert 
•, F. Kennedy had come out 
. itr•fng! for the supply of

■ arms to Iiraei ln his primary 
, nampaigy. And June 5- was 
", the first anniversary: of the 

humillatigg six-day war,
" which put Sirhan’s family 

home into the power , of. 
IsraeL , :

S What happened in t;hiose 
last decisive days to Sirhan

' Bishara Sirhan is now the 
task of American jusUce to 

discover. , ■
~~w*-w~**^-- -------•----- r—
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LOS ANGELES, ‘June 8 
(UPI)-A. L. Wirm, chief 
counsel for the American- 
Civil Liberties Union in Los 
Anegles, said the ACLU will 
seek a prominent attorney, 

, to defend Sirhan Bi. Sirhan ■ 
' at hie murder trial. ,

Wirin emphasieed that nei-. 
ther he nor the ACLU was I 
representing the: accused ’ 
slayer of Sen. Robert Ken- s

• nedy. ' ‘
The 'lawer has visited Sir- 

han daily in hs jail cell;, he * 
disposed, and has sent mes

, sages from Sirhan t:o his ' 
mother and other membess, 
of the family. Wirin made, 
arrangements thoough a.; 
Pasadena church for the ■ 
family to be moved to an un- • 
discooeed place and to have . 
police protection. -

, A member • of the public 
Defender's OfHce will repre
sent Sir-han in preliminary, 
hearings but Sir-han has ask

. ed Wirin to secure sendees 
| of a top attorney for the 

i trial.
i, Wirin said the ACLU 

would ask Richar-d Schauer, 
presiding judge of the Los '

_ An(ecess Superi.or Court, t;o „ 
,issue an order seekmg at- 
torneye prominent in the 
staec or the Nation to repee- 
sent Sirhan.

Wirin declined to say 
whether any member of the 
family had expressed the 
wish to see Sir-han or wheth
er the accused man had ask
ed to see his mother-, Mrs. 
Mary Sirhan, or any other ■ 
relatives.

Hc said that as of today he 
and the Public Defenders' 
representatives ww the • 
only ones who had visited 
Sirhan.

Sirhan is not schedueed to 
appear in pubhc until June 
28 when a pl.ea is to be en
tered on his behalf by the 

• PubHc Defender’s of-fice. ‘

[WASHINGTON POST. Juney 11- 19681 
LOS AO'GELES, June’ 10 (Wirin said. He added that Sir

(AP)—A lawyer chosen by the 
Los Angeess County Bar Ass°- 
ciation and approved by the 
defendant will represent Sir
han Bishara Sir-han, accused 
as the assassin of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy. ,

A. L.. Wirln, -.Southern ’ Cali- 
frrnia• chief counsel for the 
American,’. ^Civib , 'Ubet-eiss 
Union, made-lthat announce
ment today before visiting the 
24-year--o,ld Jordanian immi
grant who is,held ■under close 
guard at t.he .County Central 
Jail. • ‘

Wirin said he- would not dis• 
cuss what Sirhan teHs him and 
is limiting all staeemenss to 
'comply' with a sweeping secu
rity court order against dSiClis 
sion of the case issued Friday 
when Superior Court Judge 
Arthur L. Alarcon arraigned 
Sirhian. ,

Wirin said many attorneys 
have offered to represent Sir
han, but he would not name 
them. So far Sirhan has been 
repeseented by the public de
fenders ofUce.

Whoever is chosem“big or 
small,” will serve without fee,

han has no complains about 
the way his case has been han
dled so fair. ’

'Wirie said the bar associa
tion .will rccomneeed counsel 
for-srhann and the name will , 
be submittea to Superior. 
Court Juege^Richard Schauer . 
for approval.Then Sirhan will 
'have the fin'arsay on who )ils ‘ 
lawyer will be. The Amcrlcae , 
Civil Libcrtie9 Union will not , 
rccommendd a defense attor- ’ 
ney, he said. .

Meanwhie-, DonaM R. '
Wrlghr, pl•cslelng Judge of the . 
Los Angeess Superior Court, 
said he is opposed to hoeling ' 
Sirhan’s trial in the new ‘ 
County Couihoussc. He said it 
"has no security faciiltiss at । 
all, except one lockup" and 
suggeseed the old Hall of Jis-- , 
dee has better faciitess.

There, said Judge Wright; 
the defendant erule be taken ’ 
to and from court virtually t 
without pubhc notiee. ;

Sheriff Peter J. Pikhsss has - 
reported that eumeruss
threats have been made j
against Sirhan’s lite since the i 
ecfcndaet was jahed. J
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The scuffling began, Duarte.MIAMI, Fla.Jme 12AAP) ’_---------------------------------
—An exiled former Fidel Cas- said, “When he accused me of
tro army offcesr said today bein'.'an,agent of the CD"’ 
that Sir-han Sirhan, accused of,1„<D)la^ie2’saidr-“nK''ffladle some'uarte ssidrlK'fflaue some
killing Sen. RobertX.^W 
nedy, told him before Kenne
dy’s death, "What we need in 
the Unified Staees is another 
Fidel Castro.”

The exile, Jose Duarte, said 
he had argued with Sirhan 
and scuffed with him.

Duarte told a new's conk-- 
ence the incident occuredd 
about three weeks ago in a 
house in Hollywood, Calif. He 
said he aecogn'izdd Sirhan as 
the man he scuffled with 
when Sirhan’s picture / ap
peared in newspapess after 
Sen. Kennedy’s death). .

He said he,reported the inci
dent to Hollywood authorittes 
and icIentiftdd a police phooo 
of Sirhan.

Duarte said the man he 
fought with tol.d him he was. 
an Arab.

“He said what we (Cuban 
exUes) are doing is just what 
the Isrfelites are doing and 
that we are getting the same 
help from the CIA that Israel 
is gettin&”‘Duafte said. ' .

derogatory remarks about 
Cuba and|fboui me and we 
came togs/. Somebody sepa
rated us. wleft." , 
[ WASH/-POST.
Cuban Exile Reports
Sc?uffl^’r!n With Sirhan 

Jw^ty YuvaiPEli1968]
Special to The Wastlinittrn Post

JERUSALEM—The farnlly 
of Sirhan. Sirhan, the man ac
cused of assasstnating Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, was a 
lonely one with few iniimaee 
friends, accordmg to Anton 
Jasir, a family friend.

In an intemew, Jasir-, a 
prominent. East Jerufatem at- 
ior•ney, said he had handled 
several legal acHons that the 
father, Beahaaa Salaeteh Sir
han, brought against his 
neighbors. These mainly con
cerned property in the vidage 
of Taibeh, where the elder Sir
han Eves.

Beshaaa Siahan is a man al- 
‘w-ays 'ready to fight for his• Z r

rights, the lawyer sad). He was - 
the sole heir of his father ar,dl; 
now owns two houses in the ; 
village and some large olive; 
groves. The house he lives in1 
now was built only recently,- 
when Sirhan came back from i 
America the second time. The 
rest of the family has lived in 
the Unded Staees since 1957.

Jasir redded that the Sir 
hantfamlly was secretive, and*! 
that visitors to their home 
were'not weccome untess in-' 
vited. ;

Sirhan. Sirhan, the suspect 
in the Kennedy slaying, was a 
quiet boy, acconHng to Jasir. 
The elder Sirhan also is gentle 
and coureouss, the lawyer 
said, but he can fly into a rage 
when he feels his riglds are 
being violated.

Meanwhile, the elder Sirhan 
has asked Israeii authoriUes IS 
to help him prepare for Ms] 
forthcoming trip to the United 
Staees. No difticulttss are ex- 
peceed. ' j

However, some Israeli offi
cials have expressed apprehnn- 
sion lest Sirhan’s trip be ex
ploded byAraab groups for 
propaannaa purposes?

gys?ygr>^gyw.!%j8ig%FW,^S!%$|liyWK!l^jff1!!?^^
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Senator

’ Wais Hit by 
3 Bullets'

By Ron Einstoss 
and Dial Torgeotnn 

lOs Anseees Timos

LOS ANGELES, June 13 
.— Sirhan Biohara Sirhan 
practiced, plo'tted and lay in 
wait to shoot Robert F. Ken
nedy, witnosses told a grand 
jury in testimony kept 
secret until'today.

And when he fired, he hit 
the Senator with three buRete 
—not two, as reported earlier 
—the grand jury transcript dis
closed.

One shot fatally wounded 
Sen. Kennedy in the brain. 

' Two others struck a half-inch 
apart in his right armpit— 
apparently as his hands few 
up, instinctiveyy, across his 
face.
Assailant Fired Rapidly

Sirhan stepped from the side 
of a "very go.od-looktng girl” 
in a polka dot dr-css and fired 
rapidly, "a very iiokilookitg 
smile on his face," from about 
three feet away, witnorros told 
the grand jury.

Twelve hours before, one 
man testified, he had rrrn the 

< same man pracHctag rapid fir
ing with the same gun on a 
San Gabriel Valley pistol 
range. '

A half-hour before the crime, 
another said, Sirhan had been 
waiting in the Ambassador

Hotel kitchen-asking a kitch
en porter nervously, three or 
four times, if Kennedy was 
expected to pass through the 
room.

Kennedy, fob owed by a 
throng of supporters,and news
men, left the Embassy Room 
stage where he had claimed 
victory in the June 4 Cali
fornia presidential primary-r
and, triti.mony revested, was 
led by the hand by a hotel 
empteye right to the spot 
where Sirhan was wailiing.
Put on Public Record *

Details of the iritimoty at 
last Friday's grand jury hear
ing became public record to
day when it was filed in the 
County Clerk's office

Henry Adrian Carreon, a 
coltegc itudrt•t and play
ground dii•rctoi•, said when he 
saw a mam he idrttified as 
Sirhan about ncon June 4 at 
the San Gabriel Valley Gun 
Club, Sirhan had already fired 
three or four hundred prac
tice rhois. He was . itanditg 
amid empty shell casings, 
Carreon said.

His iritimony indteated Sii•• 
han was practicing geiiing off 
his shots very rapidly.

Carreon said, he was at the ; 
range firing with a friend, 
David MonteBano.

"To the left of us,” he said, 
"five feet away, there was an 
individual ihooilng very rapid-' 
ly on the range with a revolv
er. On the range you are 
supposed to shoot and pause-, 
etc, etc. Usually the range 
officer goes up to the indi
vidual shooiitg in this manner 
and he will inform them that- 
if not supposed to done...”

He said he and MonteBano, 
spoke to Sir-han. Asked twtee, 
Sr-han identified his pistol as 
"an , Iver-Johnson,” Carreon ’ 

। said.

MonteHano, noticing that 
Sirhan had one box of buBes 
set aside from the others he 
was using, asked Sir-han if he

were using "a speda! type 
■ bullet," Carreon said.

n The bulks,, Carreon said, 
are called "the minimagnum.”’

“Thss ’type of bullet”’ Car-' 
.’ reon said, “when it penrii•ateS‘ 
an object usually tears andy 
,splis,-out into diffri•rtt direc-’ 
toons, where the regular bullet, 
of a .22-caliber goes ina hote,’- 
and when it goes into an obJ 
jec, it will come out the same 
size.” - •

■ ■ Sirhan - was noncommittal 
about thie bulteOt, he said, 

, The testimony reiating to 
how many times Sen. Kenne
dy was - shot began when’ 
Coroner Thonass Noguchi was 
asked:

, "And would you tell us how 
,many wounds there were?

The Coroner repiied:
•’ "A total of three gunshot 
-wounds, sir.” •
-. Dr. Noguchi said the wound 
that kilted the Senator entered 
the right mastoid (behind the 
right ear), white the two others 
hit in the back of the right 
armpit.

The latter two shois1 accord
ing to Dr. Noguchi, would not 

J have been fatal. '
; Q—“Doctor, as a result of 

■ your ex-amination, did you 
,come to an opinion as to the 
oaurr of death of Sen. Ken- 
.nedy?”

A—‘Yecs. The oaurr of death 
was gunihoi wound of the 
.right mastodd, penetrating the 
brain.”

’ Dr. Noguchi said powder 
, burns on the surface of the 
edge of the right car showed 
the wound to the head was 
'infiteted at a “very, very 
. oloir” range, ’
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Q—", . . Do you have an 
opinion, as to the maximum 
distance the gun could have 
been from the Senator and 

. still have left powder burns?"
A—". . . Allowing a varia-

’tion, I don’t think it will be 
,more than two or three inches 
J from the edge of the right 
: ear.”
| Karl /ecker, assistant
;maitre d’ at the hotel, said 
iplans for Kennedy to visit a 
| crowd in another ballroom 
} were changed "at the last min- 
j ute” -.o enabee him to go -to 
1 a news conececnee in -the Col- 
‘ onial Room, by way of the 
t kitchen.
j /ecker was guiding Ksc^ 
J nedy by the’hand—the Sena-r 
tors right hand in /ecker’s; 

left—ween, he said, "some
thing rushed on my right side 
... then I heard the first shot, 
and Mr. Kennedy fell out of 
my Wacd. I lost his hand. I 
looked for him, and I saw him 
falling down."

/ecker then grabbed the 
man he identified as SirWac, 
and wrestled -with him as 
other shos blaseed into the 
corridor of the kitehen pantry-, 
hitting five other persons. All 
survived. .

Vincent Di Pierro, a student 
and parttime waiter at the 
Ambassador, gave the grand 
jury t-hat indiceed Sirhan for 
muriler an account of the 
shooting, of Sirhan’s struggle 
to escape afterward—and of 
the girl he saw talkmg with 
Sirhan earlier.

She was wearing a polka dot 
dress, die said. It was on the 
bass of his testimony—and of 
a woman who told of seeing a 
woman in a dress of simiLar 
descripUon run from the 
hotel—hliat police based an 
al--poinss bulletm for a young 
woman possibly involved in 
the casc. ,

Di Pierro, speaktag softly-, 
. told the 22-member panel that 
. he was waling with Kennedy 

through the kitchen andl was 
five feet away when they 
reached the pantry's icc-mak- 
ing machint. Saidl Di Pierro:

"It was there that I coti;ted 
there was a girl and the ac
cused person standing on what 
is—what we call a tray stack
er, where we had ail the 
trays . . .”

He wars asked what he no
ticed about Sirhan.

“The only reason I cettccd 
him-" he saidl, "there was a 

ivery good-looking girl' next to 
]him. That was the only reason 
11 looked over ther-e. I looked- 

■ at the girl and,I cotined him—;
I the reason I took note of him ’

... he was grabbing on (to 
a pipe on the tray holder-) 
with his left hand. . _"I could not sec his right 
hand; he looked as through he 
was nlutcWing his stomach, as 
though somebody had elbowed 
him.”

The next time he looked at 
Sirhan he was holding the 
gun, Di Pierro saiid.

K "He kind of moved around 
Mr-. /ecker," he saiid. "He 
kind of motioned around hrm 
and stuck the gun straight 
out. And nobody could move. 
It was-you were just fie>zen. 
You didn’t know what to do.

■ • On the fir-st shot Kennedy . 
"kind of r-ear-ed back" and be
gan to fall, he said. “And 
when he stuck the gun (eut)l" 
he said of Sirhan, "he looked 
like he was on his tiptoes be
cause he wasn’t that tall.”

What happened next?
, “The suspect turned almost. 
immsdiatcly, and after Ml the 

‘ shots were fired, he was try
ing to escape ... he tried 
very, very hard ,to get away. 
But Mr-. Rafer Johnson and 
Mr. (Reesevett) Grier and Mr. 
/ecker were all holding him 
against the stameess steel 
table.

"And pcopk were trying- 
wer-e hitting him and cureicg 
at him" and it was utter con
fusion. I mean, everyone was 
trying to kill him.”

Pressed for details of t.he

girl in the polka dot dress,1 
Di Pierro said:

"I would never forget what 
she look;ed like because she 
had a very good looking fg-- 
ure—nnd -.he dress was kind 
of lousy ... it looked like it 
was a white dress and it had 
either black or da r k-purpee 
dos on it.

1 "As the girl and Sit-han 
‘eteed together on the tray 
rack, before the eWeoting, "he 
looked! as though he either 
•talked to her or fln-tod with 
her, because she smiled,” 
Di Pierro said. "Together, 
they were both smilng.

"As he got down, he was 
smiling. In fact, the minute 
the first two shots were freed, 
he still had a very elnkliook- 
ing smile on his face.
. "That's one thing—I can 
never forget that.”

What did the girl look like? 
■ "She had dark hair that.was 
cut, .I would say, .just above 
the eheuidess, just around 
in here. And it .just kind of 
looked! like it was messed up 
. . . she had what looked like 
a short nose. She wasn’t too

-— faciaHy, she wasn’t too 
pretty. She was not that 
preUy.

"And. like I say, figure— 
she had a very good figure.”

Au-herities have questioned 
at least three young women : 
who have stepped forward -to ' 
identify -themselves as having ( 
wor-n polka dot costumes to ’* 
the Kennedy affair the night •> 
of -he ehooting. All were re-: 
lsaesd after quee-loclng. ;

I- was Jesus Perez, a k-tchen. 
porter, who told the grand' 
jury of having seen Sirhan a? 

■ hatf-hour bsfers tWe‘eWeoligg.f 
He asked me about three or 

four Emos if Mr. Kennedy, 
coming -.hat why, coming, 
through that way. And I an- 
ewsred, 'I don’t know,’ bf.' 
nauss, reaRy, I don’t know 
what way he nemss."

, Policeman Arthur Paacon-'1 
cia, the first officer to'reach j 
•he kRchon aftsi• lhe shooUngJi 
said! he went thsie answering . 
a call that -.here was "eeme■' 
kirn! of difficulty or police J ‘ 
probeem” at the Ambassador.

‘When we-got to this area • 
whrne we got the suspect, 
there were people holding' 
-his suspect down on top of I- 
this eWsst metal table,” he! 
said. -i,

Hs said they puUcd Grier!' 
and several others off him and I 
thsn “just started pushing” to 
foins their way out of the! 
room with the suspect. The' 

■ crowd kept shouting, "He did' 
it.”

■ But, said Placcncla, "We 
didn’t know who he had! shot.1- 
.We just knew he had shot; 
somebody.” •

Hs said as they were taking; 
Sirhan from the enscc. a man' 
he later lear-ned was Jssss1 
/nnth, California Assembly; 
Speaker and Ksnnedye Cali-’, 
forma campaign manager. -
kept shouting, “We don’t want 
anethsr Oswald."

En route tot he Rampart Di. 
.,vision Police Sta-ion, /nruh 

rode with them, -he officer., 
said. Hc said he asked /nruh •' 
'’By ths way, who did he. 
eheet?” • e i

He eaid /nruh repIied: '
Bobby Kennedy.” J

^■»,?.jfr?g ,̂nr"’r^
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Special Taskforce

• Set for RFK Trial' i 
• , [WASHINGTON POST. June 14, 1968] , 

Los Angeles Times *
. LOS ANGELES, June 11— 
rFormation of a special task 
. force of investigators and 
’ prosecutors to hantlk the Rob
ert F. Kennedy assassination 
trial was joinly announced to
day by the police, district at
torney and U.S!. Justice De
partment.

, Deputy Chief Robert Hough
ton, commandrr of the detec

- tive bureau, said "2— hand
picked” drtrc'tiers have been 
assigned to the case. •■

, .At a new's conferecce', Dist. 
, Atty. Evelle J. Younger said, 
. "We have formed a special 
I;legal team which will act as 
J advisers to the officers during 
the investigation and will han- 

.dle the prosecution during the 
■trial."
i U.S. Atty. Matt Byrne, only 
! said the Justiee Department 
j and the FBI is “cooperating 
(fully” with the poUce and the 
!‘district attorney and that the

Justice Department “is 100 ’ 
per cent ratirfird with, the ’ 
way the Los Angers PoUce ; 
Department, has handled the 
case.” ' ?

Younger indicated there will ‘ 
not be a change of venue, that' 
the accused slayer1, - Sirhan ’ 
Bishaaa,Sir-han, will plead not • 
guilty and that the trial’will 
begin within < thr-ee .’monthst-J

3
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Reuters
The State Department said 

' yesterday it had no informa
tion that Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
han, the accused killer of Cen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, macle 
two trips to the Middle East 
after he emigrated to ' the 
U.S. in 1957.

,• A story in the London 
Evening Standard yesterday 
said Sirhan had traveled to 
the Middle East in 1964 and 
1966. This infomaaiion varies 
from that obtained duringt-hee

. investigation into Sirhan's past 
after the Kennedy assassina
tion.

"The information we pres
ently have is that he came to 
the United Staees in 1957 with 
his family. So far as we have 
been able to check; there is 
no information he left or re
turned,” a Department spokes
man said.

[A spokesman for the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service seconded ths by 
declaring: "Our records show 
Sir-nan came here in 1957 and . 
has been here ever since?’

[However, resident aliens, 
such as Sir-han, are given t.he 
form 151 "green card” for 
ideotifiratiori and can use it 
to leave the United Staees for 
•periods up to a year without 
need of a re-entry permit.

[The Immigration Service 
says returning resident aliens 
are liseed on ship and plane 

, passenger manifests and they 
are asked to fill out re-entry 
slips on retunung. Those 

.familiar with the Immigra
tion Seryice’s paper work say 
the files often leave some
thing to be desired.]

The Standard’s story said an 
Arab government, which it did 
not name, had uncovered 
"starlhng new evidence" on 
the brikgrouor of Sir-han.

The story said the Arab gov
ernment records showed that; 
Sirhan came to the U.S. in 
1948 when he was four and i■e- 
turned to Jordan in 1957 where 
he was married at the age of 
13.

' • He .returned to the U.S. in 
1957 and his wife foHowed him 
three months later, the story 
said.

In 1964 he spent seven 
months in the Middee East, 
four °f them in Damascus, Sy- 
rira. The records do not show 
where eh was for t.he i-emain- 
where he was for the remain
ing time, it was said.

He was reported to have 
spent even longer in the Mid
dle E^tin 1966, includnig Ave 
months in Cairo, according to 
the story.

, The story said the Arab gov
ernment is eonvincrd of the 
accuracy of its records and is. 
sending its infoimaaioon to t.he 
FBI. . .

[The Los Angeess Times 
said the London paper story 
is refund by peIsoooel flees 
at GIrojr Vista del Rio Ranch 
in Corona, Calif, where Sir- 
han was empooydd from June 
2, 1966 to the week eoriog 
Dec. 10, 1966.

[On Sept. 25, 1966, the Times 
reported, he fell from a horse 
he wa’ exercisigg and sustam- 
ed a head injury which lat.er 
was the subject of court litiga- 
tmn in which he was awarded 
$2000. Sii•hro first sought 
merierl treatment for the in
jury in early February, 1967.

[All these reveiopmonts oc- 
eumr during the time when 
the Looroo report places Sir- 
han in the Middec East, the 
Times said.

[The Associaecd Press i•e- 
ported Mr-s. John H. WeirOer> 
wife of the owner of a health 
food store where Sir-han work
ed from September, 1967 to 
March, 1968, as saying Sirhan 
had told her he came t.o the 
United States as a baby.]
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i 2 Reported With Sirhan 
i When He Bought Bullets 
| (WASHINGTON POST JUne 16, 1968 '

By George Lardner Jr. * 
Washington Post Staff Writer

: LOS ANGELES, June 15— 
The Saturday before the assas-

• sination of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, ' his alleged killer, 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, walked 
into the Lock:, Stock 'N Barrel

। Shop in suburdan San Gr- 
•- brie-. '
। The proprieooss of the gun. 
. shop, Ben and Diona Herrick, 

say there were two men with • 
him. ■

“There were three guys, all 
dark and small,’’ Herrick, 42, 
declared yesterdaa.

Clerk Larry Arnot said he 
waited on them.

The receipt from the sale 
- that afternoon—$3.99 includ-.' 
ing tax, for four boxes of .22 
caliber bullets—was found in 
Sirhan’s care near the Ambas
sador Hotel after the shooting.

The recollections at the gun 
shop built up after that.

“When I saw the (Sirhan’s 
picture in the papier, I had the 
feeling that I had seen him 
somewhere, but it didn't dawn 
on me at the time that he was 
t.he one I had sold the bulks 
to," Arnot said.

“A day later—or maybe it 
was a couple of days fatcr, I 
can't remembei-—the owness 
got the information that we 
had sold the ammunition.“I said then, to my emptey- 
er’s wHc, Dona, and Ben, “By 
golly, I wailed on that guy.' 
The bell rang just like that:. 
Before that, I had halfway dis
charged it from my mind that 
I had seen this guy somewheee 
before.”

What police make of all this 
is.- not clear. They have, inevit
ably, received hundedds of 
tips, rumors and reports that a^ 
conspiacyy may have been m- 
volved. Yet days have passed 
and no one'appears to have 
unearthed any close friends or 
associates of the 24tarar-ord 
Jordanian immigrant indicter 
for the slaying.If any are found, it remains 
to be seen what, if anything, 
Sirhan told them of his inter
est in guns or Sen. Kennedy.
• It may take monhhs, perhaps 
ycass to sort out the facss.

At the gun shop, nestied in 
a shopping center with a Wild 
West motf,, the Herricks, who 

. said they have talked to police

' twice, -and Arno,, who said he" 
, has not been questioedd at all, 

were quite firm about Sir-han 
■ being accompamdd by two 

other men. '
Mrs. Herrick declared that 

she also i-emembered an ear
lier visit t:o the store, .about a 
month and a half ago, by Sin
ha!—again, she said, with the 
same two men.

There was no sale on the 
first trip, she said. Mrs. Her
rick said the men asked 
whether the shop carried 

- armor-piercing. .357 magnum 
ammunition such as California 
Highway patrolmen use for 
their .38-caliber revolvers.

Her ' husband said they 
asked t.h.e same question that 
Saturday, June 1, before buy
ing the .22s. .

“We carry it;,” Herrikc said, ■ 
“but I told them we didn’t 
have it because I don't want to ‘ 
sell that kind of stuff to guys 
like that.” Herrick said he 
sltoclss the ammunition forpo- 
lice ofticcrs and makes it a 
practice not to sell it to any
one else. “I figure they had no 
business having that stuff”’ he 
said. .

According to the receipt 
that was found in Sirhan’s car-, 
two of the boxes of .22s were 
“min-•mags.” Some gun buffs 
call them hollow points.” They 
usually split off on impact.

. Three days later, Sirhan was 
seen practicnng rapid-tire 
shooting at the San Gabriel, 
Valley Gun Club in Fish Can- • 
yon about 10 miles from the 
gun shop.

One wtnress, Henry A. Car- 
r-eon, told the Lois Angeles 
County Grand Jury that he 
and a companonn, David Mon- 
teUano, both noticed Sirhan 
“shooting very rapidly on the 
range with a revolver”—a .22- 
caliber Iver Johnson.

Sir-han, the grand jury was 
told, also nad with him a box 
of “min--mag” buties set aside 
from the rest of his ammuni
tion. A similar box was found 

■ - in his car after the reeassiaa• 
tion.

In still other testimony, the 
Grand Jury heard Vincent Di
pierro, a 19-year-old college 
freshman, tell of eeeing a 
shaped girl in a polka-dot

dress standing next t:o Sirhan 
and apparently chatting, and 
smiling at each other, just be
fore Kennedy was gunned 
down.

And at the San Gabriel Val
ley Gun Club yesterday, one 
of the habitues insisted that 
he, too>, had seen Sirhan there 
—wtth a girl, and “another 
guy.” He did not say when.

[A natiiol'al police bulletin is 
still out for “the girl in the 
polka dot dress” in the assassi
nation, Los AngeCes authoi•t- 
tire asserted today, according 
ro United Press IneennatinaalJ 
try fora dd one ■

Asked at first by a reporter 
:if he remembered .seeing Sir- 
han at the practice range, he 
loudly prfeeecrd a rrtrrmlna- 
tion to keep his mouth ehut-

But as customers and spec- 
,tators moved away, he said: 
“If you ask me who was here 
talking to me, the police or 
the FBI, I guese Id hare to 
tell you: Both of them.”

He said he'd been warmed 
that if he said anything about 
the caer- he could get six' 
months in jail (presumably for 
'violating a court OIrcr re
stricting comment). But then 
he turmed more loquacouus.

■ “I know a lot mor-e than I’m 
telling you—a dozen times 
more t;han you think I do,” he 
said, adding softly:

“I saw them all together.”
“You mean Sirhan?”
“Yes, him, a woman and an

other guy. Remember, I said 
't-h-c-m.”

He refused to elaborate. A 
customer drew near and the 
gun club member said noisily, 
“I told you I can't say any- 
thlng.”

Lteyd Hager, manager of 
the National Rife Associa- 
tion-spoesorrd gun club, said 
he knew of no girl or any 
other compands with Sir-han. 
As far as he could tell, he said 
Sirhan had been at the range 
only once, alone, in the rrIly 
rft:ri•no>on before the assassi
nation.

“I can't even recall him 
being here that day,” Hager 
said. “But he must hare been 
because his name is on the 
log.” Generally those who use , 
the practice range ar-e sup
posed to sign in.

- Asked if there were any in- 
ricatione Sir-han had been at 
the gun club before his ap- 
pearanee on the eve of the as- 
.saeeinatinn Hager repMed: 
“None whatsoever.”

Los Angeess police and FBI 
rgrnU;, however, ar-e said to be
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checking out every lead they 
get.

"‘You can imagine how may 
irrelevant contacts will be 
made,” said District Attorney 
Evelle J. Younger, “but we're 
not going to ignor-e any of 
them. We know there will be 
peopk in the next 50 years 
who'll be saying: 'Why didn't 
the police do this? Why didn't 
the police do that?' ”

Among .these other reports, 
investigators have- reportedly 
been told that Sirhan and sev
eral mak companions were 
seen, within a few day's before 
the assassintltion, at some of 
the top^ss nightclubs with 
which Los Angles is well en
dowed.

At a press confeemee June 
6 after the autopsy, Los Ange
les County Coroner Dr. 
Thoma’ T. Noguchi was 
widely undensiodd as saying 
only two bullets had struck 
Sen. Kennedy. The next day,,, 
he told the Los Angers 
County Grand Jury that the 
.Senator had been struck three 1 
■times, once behind the right 
car and twice in the right arm
pit. •

Askcd about the discrep
ancy, Di-. Noguchi said hes 
never actually said only “two” 
bullets hit Kennedy. But 
added that the iniormation<’ 
supplied him “by the hospital"’ 
apparently faded to take ac-.| 
count of a final armpit wound 
wheee the buUct passed, 
through the body completely.. )

Di-. Noguchi said the au-t 
topsy turned up the three • 
wounds. But when someone at 
the pr-ess eontceneee asked 
him about “a back wound,” he 
said, he replied in the singu
lar. ■ '

“At the time of the press.

(225)

i eonfeereee,” the doctor ex
’ plained. “I definitely knew . 
there were three bullets. But I 
did not refer to three because
I was not asked that ques
tion.” •

Sir-ham Offered Aid
By Arab Lawyers

Los AnjoUs Tims*
BEIRUT, Lebanon, June 15 

— Two Lebaeree attoI•neyr 
have catted Sirhan B^hara 
Sirhan, Sen. Robert F. Ken

’ nt!dyis aieegcd arsarsin, over
ling to help in his deeense after 
reeeiving a noncommittal re- 

‘•sponee from the U.S. Embassy . 
here.

The lawyers, Moussa Prince 
and Abdel Hamid Ahdab, sent 
a telegram Friday to Sirhan’s 
appointed l.egal eounsel, Wib 
bur Litttefteid. They took tins 
eounte on the advcee of .the 

' American Embassy here after , 
failing in what appeaedd to 

, b>e an attempt to use Embassy. 
, ehanneis.

[WASHINGTON POST June 17. 1968)
L.A. Arabs Go Into Hidingg

The Los Angeles Arab community “‘has gone into hid
ing” since it was learned that the rurpectod slayer of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was a Jordaman immigrant. 
Sirhan B. Sirhan’s own family is being kept under heavy 
police guard and one of his brothers—bbout to be sworn 
in as a U.S. citizen—hd his appointment eancetdd by 
the U.S. Immigration and NFatuaalZaatinn Service.
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Sirhan’s Arab Community 
. [WASHINGTON POST _ June 17, 196y j

Fears Retaliation
' By George Larduer ' \ 

* Washinrton Post Staff Writer '
’ , LOS ANGEL.ES, June 16-/ 
I J. Adnan Deen Is keeping his 
, gun loaded. ',

Manager of an Export-Im-,. 
, • port store on Hollywood Bou-■ 

lvvard, hie doesn’t want to fol-
• low the Jordanian merchant 

shot in Chicago last weekin.;
■ apparent reprisal for the rr
', sassination of Sen. Robert F.-

Kennedy. '
> 1 | The Arabic community here! 

has been unnerved from the’ 
moment it was discioee<:l that! 
thv slight, swarthy suspect hr- ’ 
r'ested for the kiliing was Sir
han Blshara Sir-han, a'24-year- 
old Jordanian immigrant.

Ther-e have been only a few| 
minor incidents. At Deep's ! 

shop, one crank started a fire ’ 
in the awning and another set, 
a lizard loose in t.he store. t 
- But the apprehension re a 
mad’s- .■

Anonymity is being sought l| 
by Los Angeles area’s 250XM ; 
Arab-Americans then days. 
“The community’s gone into j

I hiding,” says Henry Awad, < 
pr-esident of the LebaneeeStyr-.. I 
ian-American Society and edi- ! 

, tor of a monthly Eagltsh•lan• J 
guage newspaper here for

Arab-Americans. 1
. Sirhan’s famiiy-hii’ mot.her ; 
and four brothers—have been 

' taken into hiding, under police
protection. Moved from thelr 
small frame house shortly 

. after the shooting, they are
living in a tightly guarded pri- r 

. vate homie. ' ,
. The family has also felt the , 
, sting of Sir-han’ arrest in 1 

other ways. ,
Sir-han’ 21-yvrro>ld brother, - 

Adel, had been playing an ( 
Arab musical instrument on 
weekends at a belly dance 
club, Shaker’s Oasis, before 
the shooling. The management 
doesn’t want t.o see him again. ( 
“He might get shot," reasons 
Club Manager Harry Shaker.

■ Another brother, Saidallah, 
36, was to have bvvo sworn in ' 
as a U. S. citizen the day after J 
Keooedy•s deaUt. The U.S. Im
migration and Naturaiiationn

, Service canceeed the appoint-! 
' ment. District Director George
’ Rorvnberg claimed that re-i 
f ports of “motor vehicle viola*] 

tions” conflicted with there/ 
( quirement of “good moral' 
i characters” for aatrralized citi
, zvos.

The Arab-American com
' munity here is closely knit.

Yet few will admit to knowing 
Sirhan. Those who do usually 
claim to have met him only 
once or twice, just in passing..

Yet at the same time thvrv 
is widespread rationaliuation, 
even sympathy, for the mur
der. for which Sirhan stands 
indicted. His “rnt--Ziontsm” is , 
widely shared. Tmie and 
again, it is argued that the 
real villain is “inlernaHonal • 

Zionism” and, secondarily, ’ 
Kennedy's support of jet fight. 
ers for Israel. • ' ,.

Sirhan does not appear to 
have been a member of any of . 
the Arabite organizations in , 
the city. In any event, not a ., 
few of the Arab-American or- • 
ganizations show the same 
sort of persecution complex so ; 
widely attributed to Sirhan. It - 
also malees them candidaess 
for the overt.ures of the far 
Ameriican right and white rac- ■ 

’ ists.
The groups inctede the 

United American Arab Con
gress. the American-Arab Citi- . 
zens Council, the Americans 
(of Ivsbanves Syrian Ancestry) 
for American, and the Arabic 
Society of American’sts.

■ Formed after the lighting 
Isrueli victory last year in the 
June war, the United Ameri
can Arab Congress has its $50- 
a-monhi hvudqrurtert in what 
the community calls “the . 
White Hourv”’ on HoHywood 
Borlvvard.

Ita general counse,, George 
■ E. Shibley, said it was formed . 

to help raise funds for Arab 
- rvkigvss and to combat “sup- 
। port of Zionism by the Ameri

can prvttt”’
. Itravl, in turn, is likened by
• the UAAC to‘Nazi Germany” . 
; and ‘,Futcltt Jipho." “All .

three claimed to be superman 
or God’ chosvo people,” one

* UAAC broadside has pro
claimed. “All three terroriecd

; civiUan poprlations and .

claimied the lands they over
ran ’by right of conquest.’ ”

According-to one repor, Sir-, 
han and several of his broth
ers attended meeting’ of the 
so-calted “American Arabis” 
which was aliedgedly a youth' 
arxiliuty of the UAAC. '

Offloads of the Congees,, 
however, say they - had no 
youth organization and never 
heard of any group called the 
“American Arabs.” NeiUier 
have other communit:y leader..

UAAC headquarters, in any 
event, are deserted these days. 
An ifficiul of the Lebanee-- . 
Syriun•Americuo Soiillt, 
which, manatees the 'building, 
said it was six months behind 
in its rent.

The American Arab Citizens 
Council was ulro apparently 
formed last year to promote 
“better understanding of Md-- 
die Eurnetn .problems.” It had 
a newsletter called ‘The 
Prophet” that devoted one is,.

* suV to pictures of burned Arab 
, children over a caption, “Au- ■'

schwitz—1677 rtylv.’’ Council 
b Chairman Phil Zogalb, how-
V vver, rayr the orgrnlzrttea is - 

I now defunct.
: Zogaib has also- served as
•1 chairman of thv Americans (of
I Lebansee-Syrinn Ancestry) for
‘ America, an organization

headed by Dr. T. J. Toma, dvn- 
ft who is also prvrldvat of

’ the Arabite Society of Amvrh 
crn’srt.

; How rrcccrsrul thv vrriors 
!• groups have been in resisting 
! fueltt and righ-wring over

tures is open to qui’tion. Onv 
UAAC ovwtlvtter lurt summer 

i- warned rgrlort “whtle racs>t 
groups . .. coming out in sup
port of the Arabs” and cm- 
tooned its members agriott 

{'rlrgning themselves wit.h
‘hate mongerr.” ,

I Dr. Toma, has rlro been a 
prominent spokesman for
John Bircn Society causes.

, He onev got into a hassle with 
. pottrl offtelats over stamping 
, his mail with t.he slogrn “Save

America—impeach J.F.K.— 
Gvaerrl Walker, truth and 
freedom, yis-oonv worid, God
less UN Govt. & Tyranny No.”
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How much, if any, of this ’ 
climate filtered down to Sir- 
han is unknown. According to 
some reporSs, he may have 
been aclive in the organiaa-, 
tion of Arab students whit at- ' 
tending Pasadena City Col-. 
lege, but coHege officials 
maintain there is no OAS , 
chapter there. .

Officaals of the other organi- ’ 
zatoons say they never noticed i 
Sirhan at any of their mcet-^ 
ings. Hie was not, it seems; 
plain, a joiner. "I never heard , 
‘of him until this incident"’ ; 
said Dr. Toma, "I guess he’s ■ 
a loner, areally." - jj

’[WASHINGTON POST] ; f

• Jordan Bar

, Picks 4 to Aid,
; Sirhan Case
*. [June 18, 1968] „
• AMMAN, Jordan, June 17 , 
, (AP)—Four Jordanian lawyers 
. have been chosen to take part .

in the defense of Sirhan Bit 
U shara Sirhan, accused assassin 
> of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, • 
[ and will be joined by lawyers 
i from other Arab countries, a 
* Jordanian Bar Associaflon 
' source said today.

. The source said the four— 
. Fouad Atallah, Ahmad Eel ' 
: Khalil; Mohamed Barade’h . 
.• and Hassan Hawwa—weee. 
' chosen at a bar associatoort 
■• meeting attended by Bishard 
i Sirhan, father of the defend- • 
* ant. ■ •. ,
' Io Los Angeees, public de
; fender Richard S. Buckley 
i said he had received a wire, 
! from two Jordanian lawyers 
* offering to assist io Sirhan’s ,( 
- defense. • .

“We will oot object to their ' 
trying the ‘ case if they are 

■ qualified to do so. But under , 
J Califonia law we cannot ( 
'' share responsibility for the : 
; case. We either control the , 
• case or we get out. This offer ; 
‘ was to assist us aodthatwe , 
' canoot accept"’ •. '
5 [Meanwhile, Sir-han! mother ‘ 
1 into their Pasadena home to- 1 
* day under police protection ' 

but refused to talk about the ;
• case. The family had been,' 
' under guard in a nearby apart-- 5 
J ment since Kennedy was fatah 
I ly wounded.] , "

—Is----

^WASHINGTON POST] 1

f Sirhan Ragk ?
Over RFK

< Is Reported
■ [Jume iep 19r8e .

J NEW YORK, June 16 (UPI) 
'3 -SSirhao Bishara Sirhan, te 
* accused killer of Sen. Rotert

F. Kennedy, flew into a rage 
I and shouted that Kennedy 

‘should never be President’’ 
{ only hours before the assassi- 
i oation, it was reported today.
I The report,, publ’shed io ■ 
I L.ffe magazin,, came from a 
I Mexican and a Puerto Ricao 
' who said they had encoun

tered Sir-hao oo the night of 
June 4 io the lobby of the Am- : 
bassador Hotel io Los Angetes.

The magazine ’Md the two,' 
Enrique Rabago, 35, an unem
ployed mechanic, and a eccone 

: unidentffied witnees, came for- 
war-d voluntarily to tell about . 
the encounter at 9:15 p.m. 
PDT., four and a half hours 
before Kennedy was shot.

Sir-han, wearing white panto 
and a white shirt wifioout a , 
tie, had just been thrown out 
of a victory party for Repub-i- ; 
can senatorial candidate Max , 
Rafferty because, refund a ; 
drink by a waitress, he had ■ 
made a fuss and contempt- , 
uously tipped her $20 (“for 
nothing"’ the magazine report 
said.

Describiog the incident to 
Rabago and his compaioioo,, 
Sir-hao went into a tirade 
agaiost “the Hah Rafferty peo- 

!ple who step all over the 
poor,” the magazine said.

But when Rabago nodded to
ward the embassy room on Uic 
other eiite of the lobby whee 
Kenneey'e victory celebration 
was beginning and eaiei, “Robb- 
ert Keooedy might help the 
poor-,” Sir-han flew into a rage" 
the arUcte said. '

“Kenneey,, Kennedy, he
should never be .President. 
You think he r-eally wants to 
help the poor,” Sir-han report
edly ehoul.ee, his voice quaver-, 
log. “Kennedy helps himself. . 
He’s just using the poor. Can't

A you see that?”
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Elder Sirhan Appeals to World 
For a 'Fair Trial' for His Son

■ . [WASHINGTON POST June 19,, 1968] . . , _
From News Dimtebe* born in Jerusalem and had emigrated to America in 1957.

■ AMMAN, Jordan, June 18- 
Bishara Sirhan, father of the 
aUcged assassin of Sen. Rob
ert F. Kennedy, apppCd to 

. Pope Paul VI and the consci
ence of the world today to se- 

, cure a fair trial for his son, 
• Sirhan Sirhan.

At a press conference here, 
Bishara Sirhan said he is con
vinced that his son had not 
been told by any group to kill 
Kennedy, but had been pro
voked by the Senator's "anti

' Arab” speeches. , 
Sirhan, 55, came here from 

his hoeie in Israe-i•ncuppied 
territory north of Jerusaeem 
to dr-aw money from his Jorda- 

, nian bank account. He may go 
to the United States for his

• son’s trial. ;
Sir-han said he regr-ets the 

death of "Kennedy the human 
being," but added that "Bob 

- Kennedy had a doubie person
ality ...” ‘

. "I can say that I do not r-e- 
/ gret his death as Kennedy the 

V American politician"’ the
father said. He charged t.hat 
t.he Senator’s "unbalanced” 

'• support of Israel in his pru
dential campaign ataeements

, "provoked the sensitive fee-- 
angs of Sir-han, who had suf- 
fer-ed much fr-om the Jew's."’ ' 

He said his son had been

painful memoriss of the 1948 
Palestine war. As a child, he 
said, this son had seen Arabs 
killed by Itr•aeli terrorlsts and 
had seen a woman neighbor 
stabbed by an Israel.. .

From Jerusalem, Yuval 
Elizur gave ths report on 
the Sir-han family in a spe- 
dispatch to The Washington 
Post: ■ •
Sir-han used to, discipline his 

sons with punishment bonter- 
ing on torture, accordnng to 
Mrs. Laila Said, who remem
bers the Sir-hans as an un
happy famUy. Other former 
neighboss corroborated her ac
count . -

Mu. Said said 'the father 
once beat one of his sons until 
the boy was unconscfous, and 
chased away neighboss who 
sought to intervene.

She said the Sir-han daugh
ter, who has since died in the 
United States, . was often 
locked- in her room, and 
friends would bring food to 
her. At one time, the elder Sir
han chained his daughter to 
the window bars.

The Sir-hans received rattans 
fr-om the ‘United Nations' Re
lief and Works Agency as 
rehigess from the time they 
left their home during the 
w^r in 1948 until the famUy

Although they owned property 
and olive groves in their vil
lage of Ttabeh, the Sirhans 
Uved during ths time in a 
small apartment in the Jgwtsh 
quarter of the Old City. ,

Jordanian Lawyers 
Offer to Aid Sirhan. _
LOS ANGELES, June 18 

(UPI)—The PubHc Defender's 
'Office acknowtagedd I•rnrivinn 
a nommunination from Jorda
nian lawyers offering to astitt 
in the defense of Sirhan B’s- 
har-a Sir-han, accuted astattin 
.of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 
.-' Richar-d S. Buckley said his 
office would not object to Jor
danian lawyer-s trying the 
case, if they qualified legally 
to pranticr in Californla. But 
Buckley said the Public De
fender would not share t,he de
fense rrtpontibiUly.

"We either control the natr 
or we get out. Thh offer was 
to astist us, and we cannot ac
cept,” he said. "It’s all up to, 
Sirhan."’ •

The defendant mother*, 
Mar-y Sirhan, moved back into 
her homie in Patadrna yester
day under police protecUon.. 
She and a brother' of the ac
cused had been under heavy 
guard in a nearby apartment.

Mrs. Sirhan said she had 
talked with Public Defender 
Wilbur Litttefield about
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seeing her son. Thus far thg 
■ has not visited him, she said;

I

Srheta‘ C™™“! Lawyer
LOS ANGELES, June 19 

(UPI)—Sii-han B. Sirhan today 
acquired a prominent criminal 
attor-ney to defend him against 
a char-go of assassinafing Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy.

Russell P’assons, an attor-ney 
who won a landmark Califor
nia Supremee Court ruling 
against use of megaHy scized

evidence, has agreed to repee- 
sent Sirhan without fee.

Immediately afterward, Pul-, 
lc Defender RinhaI‘d S. Buck
ley and Parsons conferred 
with Sir-han in county jail, 
where the defendant is held 
without bail under tight srnu- 
riy. .

The Jordanian Lawyers’ As- 
toniation has selected four of 
its membess to help defend 
Sir-han and two Lebansee at
torneys also have volunteered 
their sgrvtces. Simitar planS* 
were reported under way in 
Ir-aq and Cairo.

1 
j
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RFK 'Plots' Crumble, 
But Rumors Persist 

[WASHINGTON POST T June 23, 1968]
By George IardOvr Jr. , ]
Washington Po«t Staff Writer T

IO>S ANGELES, June- 
22—Hnmmed in by the , 
mountains, thc smog hovers 
over los Angelcs like a . 
giant poison bubble. The ru
mors hiotiog of a conspiracy 
in t:he assassinatton of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy are eveo■‘:■■ 
l;hicller. , t

One by one, they’arc prov- •. 
iog to bc false. •

. But those who orginate' 
, and sprcaid the stories re- 1 
' main apparently unaware of. 

the real facts that' show, 
themtobc spurtuus.

Investigators arc squelch- • 
ing the rumors largely under 
thc eoforlee silence of a ; 
court order, eHsigned to in-.; 
sure Sir-han Bishara Si.rhan, ; 

. thc 24-ycar-oid accused* 
1 . arrassio a fair trial. ' •
1 At thc San Gabriel Valley 

Gun Club, where Sir-han was 
shho practicing with a .22- . 
caliber revolver less than 12 A 
hours bcfor-e the asrasiioa- 1 
don, Cashier David Buckner .. 
has told investigators, and ‘ 
presumably others, that he ■ 
saw "a woman and another . 
guy” wit.h Sir-han at the gun'. - 

- r-angc t.hat day. ’
. Io suburban Alhambra . 
• oot far away, at a neighbor

hood bar decorated with 
■ prints of rear-vicw nudes, 
, the two br-othcrs who own - 1 

the place have talked to FBI . " 
• agents and los A.ngclcr de- • 
lcltiver at length.

They have been ttle■tt 
keep quict, but the custom
ers at thc Golden Garter 

. have oot. Sirhan, it is said, ' 
was at thc watering spot 

.several times wit;h a friend . 
,named "Jim” and perhaps I 
’Jim's girl friend, "Karen"-';
Jim, it is addled darkly, has 
dropped out of sight. , • - The whispered talk is hon
est beUeidd. But The Wash
ington Post has lcarnve that 
at- thc gun club, a woman 
who turned up at the pr-ac- 
tkc r-ange did talk with Sir-- 
hao. The mao shv came - 
with hvr huibaoe, was 
farther away, practicing by hiniC-i. Shv was lift a 
couple of rpalvr away from 
Sir-ham with a pistol shv 
didn't know how to shoot.
„ So shc arked him. -

V . Always ponce, Sirhanri 
J •, obliged. He vvvn lit hcr firi 7 
/V a couplv of rounds on his ^ 
; IverJiohoson .22. But nel-'.-j 
' ,thir the woman nor hir hus- 4 
*• -:band would-have known him 3 
' ' if he wer-c King Hti!isein. ^ 

. ' Cashier Buckner, how S
■; ever,, remaios apparently ,;
1 • unenlightened. Thc rumor,, 

spreads.. •
; -Fanning out from the s 
Golden Garter-, invcrtigators' ,- 
have also found "Jim” and’S -

. his swarthy frieods.. It is hot’ J
i {Str-lanf ‘ • • ■ .’j '

. ’ But no onc has told thc ,.
■ bars proprletors, Carl Md ,

J. Andy Mar-igami, much 3 
Jess the customes-s. The talk s, 

/ ' goer on. Some Hmbellirh it., ’ 
1 By now, in some minds, tiic^

■ ■ phantom Sir-han associated! - , 
with "Jim” has acquired ae it ;

i- 'phantom girl frlendi, "wiUi . ■ 
t the rextcrt figure you ever ^ ! 

saw.” - .
.. . ; V:Stionr of "poBaa dot ,i ( 
. ‘ -girls” spring up io reiptonle. ^ ; 

■ 1 Police still believe there is ’ - 
, a "polka dot girl” to bc ^ 
<- ftuoe—tOough not thH onea; ,

initial! reported to them. ,
• . Miss Sandy Sin-ano, a 20-, ‘ ’ 

ycar-old Youth tor Kennedy M
• volunteer from Altadena,, 

• had .told ncwsmcn that shv • ,' 
had revn a dar-k-hair-cd girl •
Io a white dress with ; 

V polka dote ran from the ri 
I Ambassador Hotel- shorty .
• ‘ after the shootiog and rhoul'l 
. rhol hi.m.” , I
, With hHr-, Mi8s Scrr-aoo J 
' . had said, was a man who ap-' 
' pearee to bv of latio vxrrcc-i

Hoo. , .
> ■ PolOC Friday canceled -

■ C thc all-points buncUn for .- 
Mirr Scer•ano’r polka dot j 
girl, concluding ttot she had , 
been "overwrought.” I- was 
lcaence -hal Miss Serrano 1

• had bcvn invtled to take a ' 
Ite eclcltoe test, but a te^ 1 
ioltially-, shv declined. , „ ri

Not all rcporta of “polka , 
dot.” girls have bren diss- /. 
canled, however-. Vincent ( 
DHtierre, who tertftted be- ., 
fore the Los Angelcs County • 
Gr-and Jury, told of rcviiii£ ’ 
Sirhan exchanging smilcs . 
with such a girl momcnlr 

. before the shooting. .
’ Detectives and plv>rumal ;
. bly FBI agenta bclievv him.

J-

r- Asked how this could bv , 
squared with thc caocclla-

S ’ titto of the all-pointa bullctio 
;. bas«i on Mss Scrrane's ini-• 
ri Ual report, one source re- 
| piled simpy that "it isn't
< thc same gir-1"'
| Invertigators have- also
I yct to confirm or discount 
; reporta that two mcn wer-c
>, with Sirhan when hv bought 
k ammunition at a San Ga- 
(; brill gun shop tire Friday 
i bcfor-e thc June 5 shooting.,

i

«.

Scores Secrecy 
In RFK Case
STANFORD, Calif. June 22

,, ’ (AP)—The California Freedom 
of IntonnaaOon Committee 

/ took 8w-ceping exception today - tea court secrecy order issued 
in the assassinaiOon of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy.

Such an order, the Commit- 
’• tee said, "puta uoreasooable 
> emphasis on the rights of the 

defendant at the expense of 
other equally important public 
rights” • p

J Io a report (to thc annual 
V meeting here of thc CaUfornta 
j/ Newspaper Publishlrr Asso- 
j.. ciaHon, thv Committee repce- 
\ scoting all news media io thv 
- state—said the secrecy or-der

issued June 7 by-Los Aoglees 
,. Superior Court Judge Arthur

L* -.A^con1 could deprive thc 
pubU of dts right to know the

. factr and could pr-omoH the 
spread of fahc rumors while 

' blacking out official ecoialr.

• Even so, they point out 
that it takes more than

' * smile to make a conspir
acy. Other sources add that 
the proprietdss of thc gun 
shop were somewhat "Css

. positive” in talking to the 
police than they wcrc with 
the pre» about seeing Sir. 
■han with two mcn.

’ Other aliegaUons have 
been rquei<hled, but again in 
a sccrccy that fails to 
counter thlir circulation

• and the currency that ru- 
mo” gain with widespread, 
repetition. Io>s Angeles has' 
enough to feed every sort of 
preconceived notico.. ■

' Mayor Sam Yorty, never * 
known for this reticence in

‘ public speaking, has loudly 
.. charged that communism 

was behind the aBrarrOota~ 
, tion.

Actress town, near Holly- . 
j wood and Vine, one Arab
' American businessmon whin 

। pers to another that he has
the real story." Sirhan, the /
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^ confides darkly was a secret'$ 
< agent, "'paid by the Zionists” A 
£ to blacken the "name of the t
Arab world. . <

; The ‘Zionist plot," story ;£ 
' appears to have its origins ; 
t in the selfdeennee mecha-• 

misms in the Middle East J
1'where it Hist surfaced. < f

Yorty’s charge, apeais to<tl 
have been simply a wild J 
swing from right fieW. -Si

" AHeglng that “evil Com-x 
• munlst organizations" ia-’h 
flamed Sichau, Yorty de-.;!

■ clared that the suspected «s<:’ 
sassln’s car had been spot-,1 

" ted near a building where-’ 
• tthe radical leftwing W. E.;

B. DuBois Club was holding * 
a meeting. -;

What Yorty did not dis- ■ 
jclose was that the meeting, 
had been held more than ■ 
two years ago—March 4, ‘1 
1966. Sirhan was never seen

• inside the DuBois Club. The | 
- car was hs brother Adel's. A

Beyond that, probably { 
t most Arabs and Arab-.meeriJ'*! 
| cans in Los Angeles have J 
? parked near t:he building at ■. 
’ one time or another. The *
Fez-a Middle Eastern bel-- 
lydianee palace (lor the 7 

'• whole family)—is right i 
' down the street Sir-han’ J
brother Adel used to play a k 

' guitar-ikke instrument wiled I 
:/the oud there every night. I 
•' \Yorty’ charge, however,,? 
• was made belor-e Superior' 
* Court Judge Arthur L. Alar-- !

con handed down the court a 
* order aimed at banning ? 
' most out-of-court statements < 
' to the media about the case. 3 
' By then, many of the n-i,i 
, mors were already afloat',’
T'he facts have been harder^ 
to come by. ■ ’ 1

' . Beneahh the surface, how-/, 
• ever, inves’igaters—while ( 
. ’till not ruling out the possK j 
bility of a conspiracy-arvee 
yet to fted any genutoe wl- 
dence of one. Sirhan himsre, 

■ and what drove him to the 
. Ambasaddar Hotel, still posr i 
L the biggest enigma.! ! •4

[WASHINTTON POSn
[June 23, 1968]

Arab Agency Ontest ^

Aid 0^ to Sirhan • • j 
BEIRUT1’ Lebanon, June 22/ 

(AP)-Thhe Arab Higher Com-., 
mittee for Pflrstinr reported' 
today it has instructed its New, 
York office to olfrr “all pos
sible assisainee” to the fllrgrdr 
assassin of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, Sir-han Bishara Sir-' 
han. . :

The Committee’s repeseent-j 
the former Grand Mufti -o1| 
Jerusalmn, Haji Amin el Hus-’ 
seini, said it has instactted its' 
U.S. representative to legally 

• defend Sirhan as far as Ameri-I 
can law permit’s. .. J

. The Committee in New= 
I York goes by the name of Pai- 
e’t;!!le Arab DrlrgaUon. . \ 
j The Committee's repeeren■' 
atives in New York are Issa] 
Oakhleh and Omar Anouni. 
,bote attorneys, ^^r^.,/;
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But Resenting Authority

Neighbors Recall Sirhan as Shy, Polite
g [WASHINGTON POST • June, 24, 1968] 1, ' __^

By George Lardner, Jr. •
Washington Post Staff Writer '‘ -J 

LOS ANGELES — To h’ * 
neighbors in Pasadena, Sir-H 
han Btehara Sidun was sim- ‘-’ 

.. ply t;he shy but bright boy:/ 
■ next door who lived with his • 
’ , mother and two of hte broth- , 
' ers .. •/
, He has been indicted for ;i 
- firs—-degree murder in the';;’ 
- unsussinat;inn of Sen. Robert j 

F. Kennedy. What stands ■ 
■ out in Miss Ann Sylvan’s ij 

mind are Sidun's “wonder- i
ful manners.’ d

• On East Howard street, a fc 
• polyglot stretch of tew-m'-J 

. come homes, Sir-han was al-' 
ways like that, Impeccably74 
polite, speaking when spo-i 
ken S:o- smiUng when smiled j 
at. < 1 y

. 'T'he most daring thing he- < 
j ssemn to have done was to ,' 
; toss sticks and, stones at ,* 

S Bsr•t, the househadd .nolite f 
J next door. t

“I think it was Bert's;.
■ barking“” a neighbor said,-.
. nympaShsStealty. • . *

Other than that, Sirhan1; 
outwardty co^^ted himself J 

- with frequent vinin to ’.he 1
£ br-ary and rnnts’onatly a , 
’ game of Chktese checkers ; 
* with the elderly women a ; 
, house away. Within a tert-,; 
<• nigh’ of the asnansination,’*

he asked Mrs. Martin Pulite j 
* across the street how ’o -^ 

plant a garden for h’n 
mother. L

J Yet jotted down te a iooee-. 
' leaf notebook in his house 
t —apaatenlty around the 
X same time, or perhaps scv- 
- eral dayn sarlisr—was the 
- injunction: “Kennedy must,

be annasninaSed before June-,\ 
- 5“—the firs’ anniversary of •: 
1 the Arab-Israeli war.. । 
f Mrs. Pulito summed up « 
’ one view of the dinhotrmyl ’' 

•■ this way: . - -
The. Monday cvemng be- , 

* fore the unnasstnation, she . 
had -been on her way to give 
a plant from her well-mani- ' 
cured garden to another 
neighbor.. Mm. PMtte dta 
cided to visit Sirhan’s , 
mo’hei-, Mary, first.

Sirhan, she natd, wa’ 
home. He asked her all I 

- about ’.h.e flower. ' ' >

|P Mrrsi. Puli’e put her hands?3 
to her head. One night, a.

( flower, she sighed. The next F 
i night, “pazzo" (crazy). ;
i The - nonSradictions show < 
1' up, too, at the healt.h food , 
' ’tore a few blocks away,;
where Sirhan worked dil— • 

. gently last-fall and winter ■ I 
, before quitting Mar-ch 7 in i 

an argument over delivery ! 
nnht•iluins that ended when ' 
owner John H Weidner: I 

• called police. • i
{ A’ a $2 an hour stock 1 
clerk and delivery boy, Sir- j 
han chatted often with cus—

; temers and feRow workers.
Generous with the hti•il- 

. earned pay, he secretly used i 
to pay the bilteof one eld- ’ 
ery nusSrmer who couldn’t 

■ afford all the health food he i 
’ liked to buy. . ■ ‘
■ But the young. Jordanian ( 
. immigtant, says Weidner, J 
a’o wanted authority, a 
; tendency that perhaps had
-lite r-oots inthe strict disci—

• Real or imagined, the re
pressions seem to have had 
no outlet. '

! Sirhan kept to himself. He 
neither smoked nor drank, 
according to neighbors and •

- acquaintnnees. If he had any... 
close friends, boy or girl, 
they have yet to be found. 
He used to go to the race-' 
tracks, but usually with his, 
brothers. Occtsionally, he.

\ dropped in at the Fez night
? club, but its owness say,; 
, “with his mother or broth- 

■ ers." .
, Ciasnniatns at Panadena’s I 
; John Muir High School r•s-
,o call SirhanA

J

j

A. •

pline of his father who once 
reportedly held a hot iron to3 
the boy’s feet. j

At the health food store, ?
' says customer Art Bean, j 
“when the boss came ‘j 
around, he'd dr-op the con-!

. versation just like he'd been * ' 
whipped." • 1

“He had this attitude of’ 
rebellow. against nrcisSy," 

. • says Weidner-. “Most of all, 
••• he was anti-Inrtel.’’ . ■ j 
?. Weidner’ wife, Naonll, re

, call’ one conversatten ear- / 
: Her this; year vividy.. Sir-han-;

was bitSsi about last year’s i 
June war. Mirs. Weidner re
called- the Nazi aSroniiiesJ 

against the Jew’s in World I
' War II. •

Sudilcnty, she says, Sirhan . 
blurted out: “Don’t you | 
think the Jew’s can be cruel? . 
Im going to tell you some- ' 
thing Tv’s nsvei told anyone 
else, not even my ptrenSn.”

Sir-han nltimedl as a litte . 
■ boy, to have seen an Israeli 
srldisr mutiU-te an Arab 
woman.

Bu’in Ttibsh, in rncupted 
Jordan, his ftshell, Bishtra 
(’he name means “good 
news”,, has said his son had 
never even seen any Israeli 
srldieis in ’he long-ago' ' 
fighting when Sidun was 
just about frui)

as generally
quiet and introspective, but 
relative^ outspoken on eth
nic issues and individual 
righte.

A member of the junior', 
'and senior student class 
counci’s, Sirhan helped
draft a proposed constRu- 
torn for the junior class that 
nnhrol officiate thought
went too far.

. Authority won out. The 
constituUon, was voted 
down, quite possibly by the 
upper middie-cians white

. youngttess from La Canada J 
who looked .down on the

: growing numbers of Ne
, groes, Orientate and Mexi-

j nan-Ameritnns a’ t;he nnhro).

; T’o John McGrain, a 22!-1
: yeti-!rld social wor-ker who ' 

was pisnidsnt of the junior 
class council ’hat included

, Sirhan, he was “dsfini’sly 
: ’he kind of guy w’ho would 
’ make a model citizen. This

is the puzzte. What hap- 
» pened?”

Siriltn'n mother-, Mary,, a' 
| $195-a-month housekeeper a’ 
I a nearby church nursery, 

nnhrol, has been asking her-- ( 
self ’he same questten. '

Those who have seen her ' 
since ’he initial shock of ’he 

1 unsansination say tha’ she 
f has been grasping at Sir-

han's fall from a horse 20 
j months ago as ’he exp-ana
. • toon. ,
, Sirhan, who wtn’ed to be

a jockey, ’ook ’he spill Sept. 
25, 1966, white he was > 

• "breezing a filly” at a race 
hoses ranch near Corona 

, where he was wrrking. His '
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mother has been reported as 
• saying he was never quite 

the same after that:.
Sirhan claimed an injury 

that affected his eyesight. A 
neuoosurgonn who examined 
him a year later, Dr:. Forrest 
L. Johnson, found “noevid-.; 
ence of a neurological prob- j 

. lem at this time.” , ;
But less t.han two morihhsl 

before the assassination, Sir- । 
han collected $1705 of a -J 
$2000 compromiee settle-! 
ment (the rest went for;' 

■ costs such as doctor’s bills' 
and attorney's fggs).

The same reported pat-> 
tlrn—cccidlnt, personality • 
changer, then att:gmpted vio-'’ 

■ lence —curiously seems to' 
have afflicted his brother, 

, Sharif, 34. «
. Until an auto accident in * 

'!’ May of 1963, Sharif was a : 
■ gregarious, hard - working.1 
. bookkeeper in Los Angers ;; 
I with the Srothgrn Califor- .' 
i nia State Baptist Conven- i 
f tion. • ”
!" After the accident,’where < 

. he uostained whiplash inju- ' 
ries to his back:, neck and >■ 
head, Sharif seemed to !

. “wihhdraw from the group J 
’ and from society.” says his ' 

former uupgrviurr, George > 
p Matas- “He complained' of “ 
I' headaches, said ■ his 'gygu i 
. hurt;. His work deteriorated, i 
■ We Anally hiad to let him ( 
« ro." . ■. : , . • 1

P For Sharif, the' ■ climax " P 
,; came when he was arrested '

in December 1963—hhe same ; 
^ month he was dismissse— ' 
J aft;er breaking up with his ' 
.- girl friend. It was said he - 
£ cut the brake Innes of her 
I car and put gunpower in the 
L manifold. Convicted . of ;
| tampering with an . auto, $ 
I Sharif dr-ew a years proba- ■, 
£ ‘torn. • j
h That Sirhan’s accident 
i •■ may have affected his be- ; 
”, havior can be counted at ■ . 
\ this point only as maternal1 ■ 
I conjecture. It may even be i 
5-. qugstioned whether Mary < 
f Sirhan reaHy knew her f 
| children. She was appar- ’ 
* ently unawane, her only » 
| daughter was married until > 
r the girls funeral several ,

years ago. • J
R But it uggms apparent that ■ 
; r•eugnt.mgnt of Iurall and : 
\ Robert F. Kennedy's sup-- 
^ port of military aid for the 
-.- country is hardy enough to f 
( explain the asuassinaiOon of i 
j which he stands indicted, j 
: Virtually every Arab and j 
T Arab-American waxes bit.t;gr , 
« about Israel. .There is only 
V one Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. .
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Sirhan Granted 3 Weeks More to'
. WSHiMnoNjoS&L::;J

'Enter Plea.
!’(7 V ? ',

3 ’ By Joseph A. St. Amast ^ 
- LOS ANGELES, June 28 ? 
(UPI)—Sirhan B. Sirhan,'^ 
surrounded by guards in ai 
jail chapel turned into aS 

, courtroom, today wasj 
. granted an additional threej 
weeks to enter his plea on** 
charges he assassinated Sen. ^ 
Robert F. Kehnedy. 6

The 24-year-old defendant J 
• displayed an icy calm when, j 

he appeared before Superior 4 
,. Court Judge Richard J

Schauer and spoke only a : 
half-dozen words in re-4 
sponse to questions from the> 
courf J

He showed a moment of-^ 
. nervunsnnss when he en-J 
tered the makeshift court-J 
room, flanked by five dep
uty sheriffs who towered-J 
over him. As he walk:ed up a ;• 
step to the counsel table Sir-4 

, • han servoofly stroked his 1 
', upper lip with his right fore-'^ 
4 finger. . 1
, •• At the end of the nine-*!, 
1 mmute hearing he arose.? 
from the table and started t 
to leave. Hie stumbled over of 
the first step but recovered/ 

himftlf. • v
The motion for a costisu-,.,'' 

• ance .was made by Detente ; 
Counsel Russell E. Parsons,' > 
who pointed out that he was, 
just recently named as at-'; 
torney for Sirhan and had * 
had only a limited time to ■ 

? study the case, ^
The Judge granted the.,; 

continuance until July 19 at • 
' 9 A.M. and the District At;- Ji 
torney’s office, reprefested ;

■ by John Howard and David’j 
Fitts made no objection. .

Sir-han was clad in a long- / 
sleeved light blue shirt; 
open at the neck, black , 
slacks and black shoes. His 
hair appeared to have been ; 
freshly cut. .

After 'he sat down Judge 
Schauer asked, "Are you the . 

. defesdast Sirhan B. Sirhan? ‘
“Yes, fir,” Sirhan repUed „«

• in precise English. ■;
Later'in the proceedings,.. 

Judge Schauer explained-’

IT'that time tom rossiSng '6Of:| 
| on a 60-day time limit for .] 

brining a defendant, to trialj 
4after the date of indcctoient.. y 
| Parsons said he would J 
!. waive the time limit and the /< 
/ Judge asked Sirhan if he"/ 
V agreed. X>
& • “Yes, sir, I do," said Sir- J 
|,han after a whispered con-./ 
f ferenee with Parsons. . ,.j
^ The ■proceedigns were wit-^
|nessed by about 125 news-/ 
I mien and a few memletns of ^ 
the public!. Thtr•e were'12^ 
oslfoImled dtputitf spaced j 
about the chapel courtroom.'} 

Sirhan’s brother Adel, wasg 
also there, escorted-1 by a/ 
half-dozen plainclorhes sher-4 
.lfff dete!ctiens. .- . /

j. No one was permitie‘d to^ 
^eave the courtroom osti^ 
| Sheriff -Peter Picchsss re-j 
1 turned to the r-oom, indicat-, 
| ing that Sirhan was back Isa 
| his maximum security cell.. •’ 
r Newsmen and all other* 
S npectaOons were “frtkked” on* 
| the way in. Their names^ 

were tak:en on a rtgist:tr at 
the ground . floor waiting !

S rooom. , . . ,;
f. Then they were escorted"; 
/ to the third floor and given 
” another and more severe<!

£ frlfkisg•ls a mess hall near 
; the chapeL-Pen knives, in--.' 
> gersail clippers and any 
*: other potential weapons 
P were held by;dtputitf! .
‘•a .No cameras\r recording • 
> equipment were ^allowed ih.

the Cooftoomm.‘ ' • ’ ;
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ANT-ISRAEL IMMIGRANT

By ROBERT WALTERS f
Star Stall Writer • - >

His family immigrated to,' 
the United States in 1957 from ? 

, the Middle East-hat part of ; 
the world where the word.’ 
“assassin" origrtated centu-^ 
ris ago. , •

One of his brohhess says
; ‘tell I know is he is a nice* 
: kid." His mother says “it-.’ 

. can’t be ,tme. My son is a ’ 
good boy, He has caused no,' 
trouble." . I]

Los Angeles Police Chief*: 
, Thomas Rrddin describees him .1 
. as “very cool, very calm,.; 

very stable and quite lucid.” ;
But a woman who worked .■ 

with him in a California health , 
■ food' stor-e says he was •“a^ 
i fanatic when it came to dis- 
• cussion ff■religfon and poli' 
• 'tics." ;
• • And a co-worker at .‘the) 

Hollywoidi Park Race Track’ 
f says he was “violently pro-1 
J Jordan and ariii|sraell.” j
; Slowly,, a picture has started^
*. to emerge of Sirhan Bishara] 
% Sir-han, the 24-year-old Jor-i 
v danian held in the assassma-d 
i tion of Sen. Robert F. Ken-* 
J nedy.
t ■ Now under maximum se- ’ 
‘ curity guar-d in a hospital., 
■ ward at Los Angeles County? 

■ Centr-al Jail, he is charged,; 
; with six counts of assault!

ST At the time, the area was;] 
7. ruled by Britain under the t 
■s, League of Nation^ mandate/] 
£ With Britata’s blessing;, Jor-;i 
| dan became a kingdom m 1946"? 
p Two years later the British-? 
£ mandate ended and the iiIIt;- 
& Artb-lIItrli war .was fought.-.',- 
p After the JordahlIstreli ar-';; 
i, •miItice was signed on'April 3,\* 
if 1949, Jordan kept an enclave,! 
J of Paeestnuni temouy, u-a 
^ cludnig Old Jensjaeem and the'1 
f viltagr where Siriian bvri. M 
V r-aeli forces took the territory j 
* last year in the six-day war ; 
, that began June 5, a year top 
\the day before Krnmedy was;,, 
i ’hot. . ■ , *:• 
I. Records of the Immlgratf<m',,
I and NatutalitaOnn Services 
• show that Sir-han and six other 4 

member's of his family arrived1! 
in this country shortly after'. 

f another of the srrmingly end-! 
«Im string of Middee East mih-j 
■ tary and political crim. I 
« That was the Suez crisis ofi 

1956. Several months lttrr•, onf 
’? Jan. 12, 1957, SlI■htm and six* 
k other memlees of his family , 
carrived in New York City and* 
d were admiired■ to the United

K with attempt to commit mur-; 
der-. . ■, )

Those char-ges were fifed*

£. States: as "prrmtnrnt, resbr 
£ dents.” . * ' |» 
$ Including Sir-han, these were *’ 
t> the father, mother, four sons,,- 
5.and one daughter. Another son* 
* came to the US. later..The" 
k itthrr has Iincr reteneed to ,4

f

t

( early yesterday morning, in 
• Jhe wake of the shooting spree-. 
„ which left Kennedy and five;
* other persons wounded. Loa, 
, Angeles fiiicitls were meeting''! 
‘ today to deterrnme what new 

charges should be filed as a, 
t’ result of the senator's death, j

William L. Ritzi, a Los An^’ 
• geles assistant district attor- ( 
*ney, said the grand Juii which,, 

■ will hear the case against Sir-- p 
. han tomorrow will be asked by 
,fiiicials to rriurr a murder 

, iindictmrnt.
• The record shows Sir-han is 5

feet, 4 inches tall, weighs* 
about 120 pounds, has. a 
swartey complexfon amdwiIy 
or bushy hair-. Hie was born.
March 19, 1944, in a small vil- * 
lage in Palrstmre. . '

I

.the Middle East and the 
daughter is dead. None of the 
others has ever been natural
ized.

Permanent resddent statuses 
currently held by approxi
mately 3.5 miliion persons, • 
many of them refugees, who - 
have immigrated to this coun-

W

I

1
5

try. , ■ .
Those who enter the country . 

as permanent reIidenIs enjoy ’ 
all of the legal protectwn 
granted to full citizens and are ; 
‘required to pay taxes. . .

They cannot vote, but do* ‘ 
’ pending on immigration quo-' 
tas, length of tme spent in,, 
this cfuriry and other factoss, 
they may be abowed to seek , 
the status of maturaHrdd cit- . 
zen. ' • --

Sirhan’s • family traces its 
roots back to a small vil-tge 
called Silwan on the outskirts

1

of Old Jemssaeem, located! n - • 
the West Bank sector seized , 
by Israel from Jorian last, “ 
Junie. ' •/ ,

Arab sources say there are ■ ■, 
about 250 persons named Sir- * 
han in the viltege, all mem
bers of brtrlches■ of the same ; ■ 
family. •

Origin of ••Assassrss” ,
’ It was n that, same part of -i 
the words, hundreils of years . 
ago, that a secret order of ', 
Ismaili Moslems terrorized, :

, nonibrlievess. They often were 
• under the inllumcrc of hashlsh,. - 
and came to be known as “as- , 
sassirI" in a corruptinn of the 1 
word “hashish." *

Over the past two decades, f , 
Mdddee East political assassi- .1; 
nations have claimed the lives - 
of.numerous government lead-' 

, ers; monacchs and others, in-ri 
cludiing the father of the cur- 
.rent kmg of Jordan, who at
tempted to seek anaccommo-. > 
dation with Israel. ■ j t

• Los . Angetes Mayor Sam 
Yorty yesterday said that.. 
when -ponce Irar,chrd Sirhan 

' ioUowigg his arr-est they fourd • i 
in one of his pockete an trticlr I 
by newspaper columrntt Davd. i 
Laweenee on "Kennedy’s dove , 
position on Vietaam and h’s J 
haiwk position on the Middle . 
East.” • I

; Yort y’s pr-ess secretary, ’
Tom Jol•dlies, said the column 
attempted “to show Kennedy’s 
incoiSilstenclIS in tIying to win 
votes of all tyiees of people"’ 
Ateo in Sirhan’s posseIsirn, 

, accordmg to polcn, was a 1st * 
. of Kennedy’s Ichrdulrd pubic: 
appear-ances in Californta. • ।

In h’s televis(d^ debate with | 
, Sen. Eugene J. McCattiiy last .

Saturday nighs, Kennedy said' • 
. “we have a cfmmitmrnt to

H Israel” and specifically urged., 
the Johnson administr■ai.ifr to" 
send 50 supeisoncc Phantom-* 

jet planes to Isr-ael. ,
Kennedy, perhaps more t.han * 

any of the other declaeedl can- ^ 
didates seeking the nomnutUnn ; 
for the presddency, had been . 
an outspoken supporter of Is- t 
r-aeli independence, but vir- J 
tually all of the candidates 
have been in general agree* 

• ment on a pro-Israeli position.
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Acting with the pernussion• 
of Sirhan’s family,, poHee yes
terday searched the Pasadena’ 
home and found two- 
9lbyl12-ioch spiral-bound oktr- 
books similar to thiose used by 
studcnte”

The notebooks, whceh Yorty' 
, said apparently belonged to'.

Sirhan, cont.aoted 18 to 20 
. pages of handwritten notes , 

and some doodling. Most of. 
the notes wer-e in Engi’sh, but 

■ some wer-e in Arabic, the may-A 
orsaiid. ■”
He said the oo’.cbkoks con-; 

■ • tain ed "many statement' 
, about assassinating Sen. Rob-,- 

ert F. Kennedy'”’ other com- - 
. men’ of a pr-o-A.rab and anti- y 
■ Israeli nature and some refer- ; 

ences “saying the suspect is ; 
sympaShetic to communSsm,-; 
whether it be Russian, Chinese ’ 

' and so forth.’’ 1
' Finally, said the mayor,''
■ there was a notation made in ’ 
; one of the nktebkkks on either j

May 17 or 18 which was “a ।

J.

■ Mrs. Elsie Boyko, ’a former? 
co-worker at the store. "BuU 
never would I think there was* 
any violroice in him.” ,;<

Quit After Argument .
John H. Weidner Jr, owner 

of the store, sad- Sirhan. 
worked for him' about seven
months but quit last April in 
an argument over money. ‘We 1 

/ called him Sol arouhd the* 
:’ store; everyone did,” said’

1

• direct reference to the neces
sity to assassinate Sen. Ken- 
ndy before June 5, 1968.” , 

Those remarks by Yorty, 
made at a press conference, 
drew rebukes from both Red- 
din and A. L. Wirin, chief 
counsel of the Southern Cali
fornia chapter of the Ameri-

I

. can Civil Liberties Union, both" 
I of whom implied. that such 
j discksuees might be prejudi-, 

cial to Sirhan’s legal rights. ‘

. ' Sirhan was 12 years old', 
“ when his family entered this / 
' county. He attended Longfe---.

low Elementary School and 
John Muir High School in

, Pasadena and attended Pasa- . 
dena City College. Several of ’ 

. his high school classmates . 
•' described him as a good and ■, 
• polite student «

But Frank Celis Jr., -whom 
‘ was in the sixth grade with 1 
, Sir-lain, recaUdi yesterday, J 
, that “kids picked on him, tel--- 

ing him dirty words. He’d-' 
repeat t.hcm without knowmg „ 

. what they meant.”
• Still another classmate, ao 
girl who attended high school ' 
with Sirhan but asked not to ' 
be identified, recaned yester- . 
day that he was shy and fas-'i 
Udous about always wearing 
a white shirt. “Hc wouldiVt' 
hurt a fly,” she said.

He worked at Organic Pasa- 
• dena, an orgamc health food 

stoie located about 112 blocks- 
from the mirdle-income, trrel 
shaded street wher-e the Sir- 
han family lives. ,

"He was a hard workerr, * 
honest and good-hherteed-but 
nevertheless a fanatic when, 
it came to dkcj’ssions about 
rdigton and politics,” recaleed

» Weidner. , ।
•• 11He was a good worker am, 
, honest man, but he had a lot of 
/ compeexes, mainly relating to 
£ Israel”’, added Weiidner. “I 
~
, tSink Srdidit (sSotKennedyt>; 
I because he tSougSt he- was” 

doiing something for his coun
> try, but_not necessarny the.

United States,” added Wedd-i 
ner. , _ '- ’

■ The store owner reconed” 
’ that Sir-han “tod me that?’ 
; when Sc was a chid, he' saw’* 
j members of Sis family killed-'^ 
j by Jews, and he had to fee ’ 
, Jordan when he was a child.” &

“He was not a citizen and,} 
..didn’t like the United States.

You had to be careful not to* 
,, walk on his feet. He .'waneidi * 

you to 'respect him intellecTl' 
t jrlly. He was a man who % 

- said, Tm going to have my J 
righted ? n

.^ ( ’Licenseii for Tr-ack Work e } 
> / Sirhan- was Hcensedt-.n’1968 ‘ 

by the California Rating Com- 
i meson as a ‘hot walker” and ;
“exectiee boy” to cool off/ 

, horses which had become! 
I Scatcd by rennnng at Hklly- V 

wood Park. He did not renew' 
that license in 1967 or 1968, but * 
apparentiy retmned a strong,' 
interest in Soi-sc rating. • >j

“He watiel t.o be a jockey,.; 
and the people ar*kund they 

* track advised him to get a job , 
- on a far-m wher-e he could eX-” 

ercte horses and learn to? 
r-iide,” said John Shear, a co-: ^

.' Worker at HoHywOTd Park.
,. “When there was trouble be+ < 
tween Jordan and Isr-ael, herf 

• would become inflame d”’^
Stear aMed. “Smee I wasn’t ,- 

• lnttresled in politics, J. i 
wouldn’t discuss it, but he was

' violently pro-Jordan and anti-J 
Isr-aeli.” •' ' iv

Thrown From Horse •;;
Sirhan suffered ‘ head • and ’ 

back injuries when he was i 
' thrown from a hkrsr.kn Sept, 
' 25, 1966.. He fled a claim with , 

the Argonaut Insurance Co,' 
which had earlier issued a pol-^ 
icy in his name.

r . He was awarded $2,000 on ’ 
?April 5 in settlement of a court; 
’ suit stemmigg fr-om that ace- 4 
; dent, but legal fees and other 
, expenses rtrluctd the size of* 
* the award to $1,705. f
. Recallnng that intident, Sir-. 1 
j han’ motiie,, Mrs. Mary Sir-,;
I han, yesterday poinUdi to her 
;.right temple and said her son , 
.,'hurt his Sear right here.” t
/ Mrs. Sirhan, a Sousekecpcr. 
) at ■ Westmmster Presbytenon'‘ 
; Nursery School in Pasadcnrtl: 
/ cried in shock when she 
^ learned of her son's arr-est: • 
' “My son — it can’t be. No. Oh, 
tno.” ' ' '
^ L>ater she r•ccallcr. that 
\ ”ever since he had a fall about •' 

a year ago, he hasn't been the -
j same. I can’t talk to Sin." • -1
, Money in Possession
/ ' When Sirhan was taken into 
j custody yesterday, he had in’ 
£ his possession four-$100 bills- 
X and about $10 in small bilh , 
■ and change. PoHee believe the ” 
^lar-ge bilk may havc beeo part , 
>' of the awar-d from the horse . 
1Jaccrtent. ,
K Also found in Sirhan’s pock- • 
y et was a key to a 1969 automo-' 
/ bile parkidi near the Ambassa- 
I dor Hote,, wher-e the assassi-•' 
,’ nation occurred. . .
$‘ Reddm said the car be- 
»', longed to a hotel emptoye wSo, 
£ w'or-leed in the k’tehen where, 
y -Kennedy was shot. T’he em
r ploye was quoted by poHee as.
*• ‘sayfeg he did not know SilSlan 
J and did not know how Sirhan 
vgot the key. , . -
\. Rrrrin discounted-specula- 

tion that other-s wer-e involved
;' in the shooting. ‘We ar-e now

^rcasooably sur-e that IScic’s - '
, only one suspect”’ he said ye’- , 4 
terday.

i* ■ •
,7 Conspiracy. Discountci1 ’
. The poHee chief also said he .

•j did not r-ead any “sinister in- ' 
■ ter-nationl! aspects into the

3 case ,~ wc still do not feel we 
• arc in a conspiratorial situa- 
! tion.” .
> " He said a check of official .
ffile’ tiiowW no membessSpps :
on Sirhan’s part in any subver- 
Sinze krganizati(nhs.'“thrt wc 
. know of.”- ,

Immigration and Natureiiaa- <
tion Service records list Sir- '. 
San’s four brothess livmg in 

. tins country as Adel, Munir-, 
,, SaidalkSi and Sharf..
. Redefin sad Munir and Adel 
camr to pkl^r voluntarily'yrs- 
terday af’er seeing a picture
jof timfr brotSrr on televSlion

3
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■ tfollowing his arrest. .Ther*^^ 
;,were cleared, of.any implilca- ’;!

f tom in the crime and released , ' 4 
> after questioning;, police said. J
* ' Sir-han, Adel and Munir lived 7
(with their mother-, Rtdd01 ' 'M 
'said.' Sharif livres in Highland 1, '"’.

1 Park, Calif,, and SaidaHah ; ,5
!f livres in- New York, according , „ . <!
1 to.Reddin. . . , ■.-'!
£ Marijuana Conviction*:

.: ‘ Munir was coovicted on Oct;. , 
; 12- 1966, in Superior Court of ' 
• Calitoonla on a state charge of 
fpossession • of marijunna. He \ 
, was sentenced to five years’ . 
jprobation. . ■ ; 7 *
t,. As, a result of that iocideny, ' 
j, the Immigration and Naturali- . 
zatom' Service initiated depor

; tation proceedmgs aguinsthim 1
in Januar-y 1967- and in July of 

? that year a specialinquiry of
ficer ordered • that Munir be 
deported.

However, Munir upptultd 
the case to the Boar-d of Immi
gration Appeals, which on

;.May 27..remanded, the case- 
1,back. to the special inquiry of- 
ftficer for. further iovestigation ; 
„ because the Culifornla court 
* had set aside Munir’s guilty 
1 .plea and ordtered that iur’s- 
- diction be assumed by juvenUe 
/, uuthoriittss. ,-■•.- ’ '
y As a result of that transfer 
4 of authority, the. case has not 
£yet. been closed, thus holiiolg, 
.1 up the. deportation proceed-

'<71

>7

$^ing’: ; 7 ■
g Booked Previously
\ .An investigator with the Los ; 
• Angeles district attorirey’s of- 
•^fee today said he was told by . 
1 -Pasadena police that Sirhan® 
& Sirhan had been -take;! into’ 
^custody last .December, but he :
, declined to provide the season - ’; 

t,or charge. ’ '. •
/ 'Pasadena police said they , 
;had a “red flag”.' file on Sir- 
vhan, indicating he had been 
; booked previously, but. they 
*> said they could not confirm if : 
;' he had been formally aITes-ted. , ■ 
, Russell ■ Stone; a Pasadena 

? policeman, said the fie was , 
p in the possesssoon of detectives . . 
V and was not immeiliately '•
p available for rnspection. He 

said the file dated from March •:
7 1961, when Sir-han reported! a . 
;7 bicyde stolen. . . , '
;., There also was a notation 
1’. that Sirhan complained he was 

, the victim of a disturbance in 
1963, and other notations indi-

• cated that in 1962 and again 
,, last March Sir-han was asus- 

pect in disturbance of -the 
peace cases;, Stone said.

4
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RFK ca.se tied-to 'Mideast
___ [CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR • 8 June 1968] -

~ ~ ' unrest ■7 . By John K. Cooley . ,.
Staff correspondent of. -

. . The Christian Science Monitor

Amman, Jordan
The tragedy of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 

has precipitated the Middle. E^t conflict' 
squarely on to the American domestic 
scene. " *

Arabs view his assassination as one rnpr© ' 
dire episode in their long conflict with Zoon- # 
iism, which Senator Kennedy had verbally jj 
supported. . ,'t

King Hussein of Jordan sent messages of_< 
condolence to President Johnson and Mrs. '• 
Robert F. Kennedy. King Hussein said it <| 
was “an ireppteeabbte loss to the noble ; 
American people’ and the world. .;

Jordanian Premier Bahjat Tahooimi said;
“Neither the government nor the people of ' 
Jordan have anythhig to do with this act'. 
of terrorism?’

President Nasser of the United Arab Re-; 
public condemned the assassination “irre<? 
spective of the author.”................ ^

Circumstantial evidence heres suggests, 
that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, accused as Sen. 
ator Kennedy’s killrI•, was an instrument of 
extreme Palestuiian Arab nationalist aerlinig.

Benefit may come
’ ' Sirhan’s father, who live’ in the Christian 
Arab viUage of Taybeh, near Ramallah, on 
the Israeii-occupied West Bank of the Jo^ 
dan River is reported to have condemned 
the assassination. J
: ’The only good result of this,” said one 

Palesiiman who was visibly sorrowftil, ’is ! 
that the case of the Palrsthie Arabs may1 
just possibly get some kind of hrfriag in'. 
the United States at last, though this 'is-.A 

- not the kind of hearing we would want.”*, J 
7 One part of the mesh of circumstantial J
। evier!aicr noted here is the reported dis- .■ 

covery in Los Angeles of Sirhan’s diary
’ reececnee to acting against Senator Kennedy 

before the June 5 anniversayy of last year’s
! war with Israel. ' . «
. Before frriving in the Untied States in '

1957 'Sirhan as a child lived through the flight . 
i '. of a miliOon of his peopl[e from Israel. ’

>, History of assassinations '
i In 1957 political assassination had been 
j • long establ’shcd in the zone of conflict be- 
J tween Arab and Jew. In Cairo on Nov. 2, 
j 1944, Jew’sh terror’sSs of the Stern Gang 
, had slam Lord Moyne, Brii’sh Minister of 

State for tee Middie East, becacsr of his
; sympathy for the Arab cause. • 
•-... On Sept. 17, 1948, a few months fatrr 
'* Israel's birth, Count Folke Bernadotte of •

I Sweden was struck down with the deed at
tributed to Jew’sh terror's's. Count Berna
dotte had been named Untied Nanons nego
tiator for Palestine. On the day before his 
shooting he had recommended assignteg. 
the Negev Desert to an Arab Palestinian / 
state. . ,

, Next it became the tuin of King Abdullah'' 
.. of Jordan, King Hussein’s grandfather; He., 
• was murdeedd On. July 20, 1951. . . 
.’• This time the .shots were fired by an

’. I Arab Palesiminn terrorist, Mustafa Asho<, ,
L-He was a part’saa of the exil[rd' Grand - 
I'. Mufti of Jerasatem. The Mufti opposed

Abecllah’s Hashemtte famly. Hie hetleee a $ 
r \ rival ’'govrrnmrat of fll Palestine." -| 

7- Separatee state proposed 
p Ironicaiy a • sintilar idea of a separate

Paiesiininn state is being revived today by ’ 
Israelis who seek a comprom’re with the 
Arabs as well as by Arab gcrrrilia organize- 
tooiss seeking to end. Israeli rate. • • .

Their motives are; of course, •totally op
. posed. Israel wan's total security for a

Zionist state rated by Jews. T'he Arab guero 
. Iiilias say they want a nation where Arabs • 

■ and Jews share the land and the power.
A.becllfh was kilted both because he had ; 

srcrrtly negotiated with Israel and because t 
he had annexed the Patesiuann territory of , 
the West Bank. ... < I
. A young Joedaninn, who Uved for years . 
in Los Angetes, summed up the feehngs of J 
many people here: “Vtotenee and crime are • 
unfortunately..strong .feaCures of both the '' 

' Los'Angetes and tee larger American scene.
The kilter oI kllters ofrPresident John Ken- ’’ 
arey set-an examipte. •,• j

“Robert Kennedy was liked and re-' , 
spected in Jordan as elsewhere”’ he con.. • * 
tinued. “But some of his esteem began to''. ■' 
fade whim Kennedy'' attended pto-Isracl .. 

£ raHies during the six-day war last year. It • , 
H is easytto imagine how Sirhah or someone ., 
J like him might become rafllamed by the “ 1 
^ npmbined political passions of the Middle = 
^ East and the climate of vtetence n the i 
£"United States.” • - • ' j

f • Kilting deplored j
Anoteer scrap of niI'ncmstfntifl evidence 7 

, might.be in several personal tetters i-e- 
ceived by Jordantens here from Los 
Angetes. They mention that the main Pates- 
’indan gum-iHa organiaatinn, Al Fftfh, has . 
rriratiy bm' collecting funds from he , 
Arab nommcnity in. Los. Angetes and has.'- ; 
found “much sympathy and support’’ there. 

' The Paiesih1aan aftioaflint organizatian8 ' 
disavowed the kilting. A radio broadcatt 
of Al Asnffa (The Storm), military arm : 
of AI.Fatah, said June 6: “The very prim- . 
cipte of political asnassiaation is odious and 
uaacceptabte to the human conscience”’ '

The Algiers bureau of Al Fatah said: . 
“All hypotheses about tee identity of the 
nI•ima’al frr'only Mfnhifveltifn' maneu
vers. The mcI:elrI•rr naa only bc an in’tra- 

> ment of world Zion’sm, of nfpitflinm, of 
' the CIA (Central Inteligieane Agency) • 

aimidl at^the mbst abject political gofls."
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The AI Fatah statement said that the or
ganization attacked only "Zionist military 4 
^o|i<cT®s. occupymg our territory." <

It ls imP°sslbee that a singee individual <i 
cou<? carry out such .a dangerous and ' 
criminal mission,” it added, ■ . • • <

■ kIn Amman, ^ha Hanmouda, chief .of '’ 
' he ^Pajessim® -pberation > Organfcaioon 5$ 

; (PLO), said the Kennedy tragedy-had*."no* w 
,eoooecta,' with the Arab-Israell .conflict- S 

- buLre2ule!? tom Senator...Kenriedy’8:.eup<• H 
Por/rof? ‘ the Poo** underprivileged, and-'. ? 
Ne^.

i

; U.S. NEWS & WOHD REPORT, Jun* 17-1961 jd

A BOYS DEEP HATEd'
A SENATOR SLAIN <

11
LOS ANGELES *’

The man accused of the murder of ■' 
Robert Kennedy is Sirhan B’hara Sir- .' 
han, a 24-yeawoald Jordanian. ^

Io a note!oojk found in Sirfian s home ’ 
were written these words:, ‘ t

"Kennedy must be assassinated before ’. 
June 5,1968." 11

The date was the first annivesaary of 4 
the start of the Arab-Israeli war, in * 
which Arab armies, including Jordans, i 

’ went down to humiliating defeat. ,.
Robert Kennedy spoke out strongly ! 

■ for sendmg U.S. arms to Israel. He jj 
‘ called repeatedly for an end to Jor-da- । 

nian raids against Israel J
Sirhan • Sirhan was born in Jerusalem I * 

when it was an all-Arab city.. His name •. 
means "wanderer” in Ai-abic. He came , 
to this country as a "permanent l•eeiden”” , 
11 years ago, and made no secret of his ( 
hatred of Israel and its supporrtess. He J 
was outspoken about this to his friends 
in nearby Pasadena, where he lived with ■ 

1 his mother and two brothess.
■ Fallen candidae.. Early on June 5, i 
j Sirhan was seized with a smokmg Iver ;

Johnson 22-caliber pistol in his hands;, a I 
j few feet from the fallen body of Senator 
I Keooedy in a kitchen corridor of the / 

Ambassador Hotel.
^ Io Sil■tian’s pocket were a scheduk of 
I Mr. Kennedy’s June speakmg engage-, 

men’s, four $100 bilk and an article 
describing the Senator as a "hawk:” in 
the Midde East ilruation.

As Sil■tian was. being dragged away, I 
he was heard to shout: )

"I can expiain. I did it to save my j 
country.” ।

John H. Wiedner, operator of a 
health-food chak where Sixain worked 1 s 
as a stock boy until Apri,, called him * 
"a good worker'; an honest man." He 
added: . •

"But he had a lot of comptexes. He
: claimed when he was young he had seen 1 
some peopee, maylei some relaiiees.

killed by liil•aelet. Senator Kennedy said ( 
. the other day he wanted to help Israel (

So I was not surprised...."
, . The same theme was voiced by Dr. ;
' ' Mohammad T. Mehds, secretayy-eneeral ' 
! of the Action Committee on American- , 

Arab Relatioes in New’York:. Dr-. Mehdi
■ said Sirhan "'may have been inflamed" • 

by Senator Kennedy's support for Irrael ' 
during hi’s teeevri;iun debate on June 1 

i with Senator Eugene McCarthy.
Red sympathizer? Lots An-eeles city .

xfliciiais said much of the writing in Sir- • 
han’s notebook was critical of the U.S. 
and sympathetic to Communisn. At one 
point in his wriimgs, Sirhan expressed 
the desire to go down in history as 
itartiug Word War HI.

Two thirds of onio page was filed j
' with the romo two words.rcpcated time ,
< and again: "Kill Kennedy? ।
' Sirhan’s chance;, accordiog to eyewit- ; 
1, nesses, came at 12:15 a.m., on June 5 1
’ i as the Senator was Heaving a celebration 4 

J of the Keooedy victory, in Califomaj’ . f 
. j preildeotirl primrlyt. Mr. K:enoedy strrt- . J 
1 ed from the brllroom of die hotel mov- ‘ • 
। • ing through the kitchen passageway °u a ■ ' 
»‘ shor-t cut to a news conference. .
,! Dfalh-dfaliog burst. The assailant, 

; lurking in this corridor4, swiftly pumped , 
’ all eight .shots of the pistol at point- ’ 
blrok ran-le at the Senator. Thiree bullets 1 , 
struck Mr-. Kennedy. Five other bystend- , 1 

i ers were wounded. x
; j Mr. Kennedy fell to the floon Blood • ( 
j; gushed from h’s head. The shots brought j ‘ 
; pandemonium. There were .shrieks of

• '"God, God, not agaiol" '1 (
. . A doctor rdmhe'slefed emergency j 

tl•crtmcot. A priest held a lOlsal•y to- ' ;
, ward Mr. Kcoofdy and the Senator ; } 
I clutched it. but then a crush of peopee .
' came between. J
• Mrs. Ethel Kconcdy was literally fifted •

over the milling people to her huebrmd’* 
side ’hortly before he was paced on a : I 

’ ’beccher. •
Mr. Kennedy managed to .stammer: 

"Oh. no. don’t lift me." just before the , 
rmbuiance door co>sed, h’ wf^ at h’’ , 
side.

Roosevett Grier, giant Negro tackle of • 
the Lo’s Angehs; Rams, grabbid the as- - 

• eailant, emaehed hk hand against a steel 
eervUlg trblft for-cing the gun loose. A

I man ’honeed: "Kill him!” ’* .
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, ( roiice mov«! in, hustled the accused ^
I man-lie is 5 feet, 5 inches tall and .*
. weighs 120 pounds-at gunpoint through 
• the lobby of the hotel. People in the. / 
. crowd shouted: “Lynch him, lynch him!” f 
j The suspect was sullen and silent r 
i through the early hours of questioning.- ■« 
■ Hie was identified through the gun, ■* 
■ which, belonged to a brother, and.. 1 

through fingerprint.
. For houss, Sirhan refused to speak at ..

4 all. Hie was ‘skin searched” to remtwe I 
- ’ any possibfe means of suicide. Later, I

1 Sirhan was put under a 24-hour guard ’ 
in a hospital ward at Los Angers County-.

• central jail. There he was treated for a |
I broken finger. . ■
I Police Chief Thomas Reddin, remem- . - 

' t bering the publicity circus surrounding I
। the arr-est and murder of Lee Harvey | .
- Oswald 4/2 years ago, said Sirhan would ' 
not be “exposed to the pubhc.” ,

. 'Of Sirhan s treatment, Mayor Samuel } .
, Yorty macle ths announcmeent: , *

“In accordant with recent decLions I
• of the U.S. Supreme Court, he has beens | 

told many times he does not have to say •; '
. anything, that he cam remain ai|eet if he , 

chooses.”
■ Throusan’s of miles from hero, In Is- j-

raeliocarpied Jordan, Sirhan Sir-fam’s j
1 father told Ameriaen newsmen: ।

'Ths news made me sick when I,- t 
heard it. If my ’on has dene th’ dirty ■ ।

! thing, then let them hang him.“ I ‘ . j ;
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Editorials and Comentaaies;

NEW YORK TIMES, June 6, 1968

IN THE NATION: AWFUL EVENT’

By Tom Wicker
WASHINGTON, June 5--In the dark night of the soul, Scott Fitzgerald 
wrote, it is always three o’clock in the morning; and when the news 
came t° the East at that eelandwly hour it truly seemed darker within 
than beyond the frightening windows,

Some sought cormulsively for a collectiee response, a sort of 
national soul within which to weep, and Gene McCarthy spoke well for 
these.

"It is not enough, in my judgment,’’ he said, "to say that this 
was the act of one deranged man, if that is the case. The nation, I
think, bears too great a burden of gUt, really, for the kind of 
neglect tfich has alhwwtr the disposition to grow here in one’s own 
land, i.n part a reftectonr of violence which we have visited upon the 

- rest of the world"
ELIMINATING YOUNG LEADERS

Later, in Reeurrectoon City, Ralph Abernathy saw it as something 
worse than neglect of social needs. There was bound to be a conspiracy, 
he said in bi^ttrrels and sorrow, to eliminate the young leader’s who 
sought justice for the downtrodden, when in a short teme Medgar Evers, 
John Kennedy, Maatin Luther King and Robert Kennedy had been struck 
down. '

Out in Los Angeles, Oiarl^ Evera—who spent yesterday touring 
, Watts for Bob Kennedy’s Presidential campaign—put it a little more 
' eodlrattly, but no less bitterly. Anyone who spoke up for jiatiw, 

he said, had to be prepared for death in a country like this.
When it became known that the young gunman was a Jordanin, the 

’ secretary-general of the Action Commttee on Amo ri can--Arab Relations 
imeeeiattly clrmmtr thiss foll reed as a political’ act which—athhuugh •
deplorable—was itvtrtheesss understandable.

In the Kennedy-McCarthy debate, Dr. Mohammad T. Mahdi said, 
Kennedy had supported the Israeli cause and "it is this rilresutit 
for the iturnan Arab person which brings about this iiir of violence."

Whether the responiSbblity for the shooting lay with some 
disposition toward violence in the Ammrican soul, or upon a conspiracy 
against justice, or within a seething nationalist fervor, there was 
at leai hie hbvihus response, and Representative Gerald Ford of 
Michigan offered it? '

"Surely there can be no furth^ quibbling about the urgent need 
for tougher law infoc-cmment ltgislrti.hi."It remains to be seen whether those who agree with this will be 
wiling to indudt some practical lieitrth(m on the purchase and 
possession of the kind of handgun with which Robert Kennedy was 
assassinated, or the cheap rifle that kind his brother.

Such lieirathins would not be necessary, of churst, if thtre 
could be a favorable and universal response to Presidtnt J0hiSOi’S 
prayer that "rivSsientlss and viotenct be driven foom the hearts of 
men everywhere." .

• PURIFICATION RITE
. VSuch V11 of U’urficrtlon may not be expected. No more than the
death of John Kennedy oraricattr the murderous iistincls of mankind
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will the killing of Robert Kennedy still the bubbling, demonic brew of 
life; and the hand that felled him, whether that of zealot, lunatic or 
criminal, was finally the hand of Cun. . , ,

•Awful event” said the headline of The New York Times above its 
story on the assassinatoon of Abrshamn Lincoln. And in the dark night 
of the soul there are always awful events foom which there is no escape 
in the collective soul, or anywheres else.

Meeitating upon the fate of the Greeks at Thermopylae, the poet 
Cavafy peered through the blackness at the human con&tion:

Honor to those who in their Ivees
Are committed and guard their Thermopylae).
Never stirring from duty;
Just and upright in all thrir deeds.
But with pity and co^assion too;
Generous whenever they are rich, and wh®n
They are poor, again a littff generous, 
Again helping as much as they are able; 
Always speakring the truth, .
But without rancor for those who lie.
And they merit greater honor
When they foresee (and many do foresee)
That Ephialtes will finally appear
And in the end the Medes rill go through.

NEWWKTIMES, June7»1968

WASHINGTON! THE QUALITIES OF ROBERT KENNEDY

By James Reston
WASHINGTON, June 6--Io many ways trhe personal characceristics of Robbrt 
Kennedy were very much Ikke trhe dominant charaateristics of trhe American 
people. We are an cautious, strenuous, tiabbCivf, youthful, inconsistent, 
abrupt, aoialistic, sports-ioviggs oin-iotelfectual breed, and he was all 
these things. Yet, paradoxically, he was running behind for trhe Presidency 
precisely because he exploded and personified these typical American 
traits of character. '

The professional pollttcaolSg and much of Big Business and Big Labor, 
all of them cmetious,tompptitivf and abrupt men of cttioo themselves, op
posed him actively. The young, trhe Negroes and much of trhe rest of trhe poor 
backed him, all in both tat:fgirfss for trhe same reason: He was a passion
ate and pugnacious man who confirmed the inevitable and sometimes the 
avoidable tintaciictoons of lfe, and inspired great loyalty and great 
i:fca in the process.

He was not going to make it in this election—there were too many 
powerful forces against him-but this does not prove that he was either 
wrong or right. It merely proves that he was more riling than his 
party ^d the r^t of trhe country to throw all his passion and energy into 
ending trhe war in Vienaarn and transfrrninng trhe lie of trhe citees. He 
was co cllio-ioothing man and he lost everything in trhe end, but he 
was determined to face trhe teaaibfe difammc of the war and trhe titffs. 
He was prepared to thiise between defeat ct home and defect in Vienurn, 
rod tetwee0 Isacel and the Arabs, cs few polittcanls and few Americans •
caf, and this cost him not only the leaifrshpp of his party but his lie.

One of trhe many tragedies of hi.s death is that it occurred just 
when he seemed to be regaining coofddence io his own power. He lost 
it for r while during trhe agony of his brother's death. He went trhrough
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a couple of bad years, when he seemed stunned, and stumbled into a 
couple of silly and unnecessary coon,ficts.
SPIRITS REVIVED •

Even iin the early primaries, when he was winning, he sounded strident 
and even immmture, but, typically, the defeat in Oregon revived his Insh- 
ness and he came out of the California struggle with a new sense of papoose 
and even serenity. '

This was quite apparent in the last hour's of his liee. He had 
that feerce intensity under connrol. His voice was much calmer in the 
last week. He seemed, somehow, to regain both his sense of history and 
his sense of hummr—and then he was gone.
TARGET OF IRRATIONALITY

Somehow the Kennedys draw the lightn^. They seem to be able t° save 
everything but themselves. Having ail the tttrblufes of life most men 

. insire—rrid looks, money, power, success, love and even fjme—they are 
the targets of envy and, to twisted minds, the symbols of the inequity 
of life. •

Klluig Robert Kennedy to avenge the hatred of the Arabo states for 
Israel—if that was the assassin’s moOive—was a wholly inatOml act. 
He had nothing to do with Israel*’ spectacular victory in last year’ , 
war. He had no influnnce on President Johnson or Secretary of State
Rusk on M.iiln Eastern policy—or any other policy for that matter. He 
was not on hi.s way to the Presidency, where he might have direceed 
America foreign policy, and he was certainly not the favorite political 
darling of the Jews in New York or anywhere else. Yet he is gone.

Many men succeed in politccs by using their worst qualities, and 
this applied to Robert Kennedy at the beginning of his legislative 
career; but in the end he ftiffi while using the best quaHties. It is •
all very staange, and for the moment repulsive.

"PoHtics!” exclanned Paul Valery, "At that word I am overcome with 
siennae ... I regard the politictl necessity of exeloitini Hl that 
is lowest in man’s psyche as the greatest danger of the present time . . . 
Therein politic], vibrant and buzzing, are the meddlers, the bores, 
the bufOoons . . .

’’Some rrtI•, others whisper in your mr. Some know everything and 
are silent. Those who talk know nothing. By a trick of inverted Hghts, 
frennds see each other as enemies, fools look impressive to the L.ntellieent. . 
I could lose myseef at this fantastic FHr, where even tIitmetic—in fact, 
arithmetic espeecaHy—is subject to stamge upset:s.”
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J" ^New YORK TIMES. June-8, 1968]? 
; JEcho in the Middle East, ^

r &The. Se.CUrHy. Council has postponed an urgent mee-- -^ 
K ting .this, week out of respect for Senator’Robert F. *-,-’, 
I .- ’’Kerined^,The Council might more effectively ’ honor ^ 
* . iMr. Kennedy’s memory by moving expeditiously to H 
', ideal withits business at hand—the'.continuing violent/-:' 
j, “hostility between Israel and her Arab neighbors. ' /.\

The failure of the world organization and of the ’; 
j - Arabs .and Israelis to find a peaceful solution to the '1 * 
/ • oMiddUe East appeass to have been, a primary factor in ^ 
f tthejsenators murder. If the U.N. failure persists, that „ j

area’s suicidal! enmities may yet envelop the world..;* 
‘ ■ Do mam^ccussed. of assassinating Senator Kennedy, ;j
/ who had urged more arms aid for, Israel, is an embit- '^
; , tered young.'native of Jordan. The fatal shots were 'I

■ fjed while efforts to achieve a -just peace remained'^ 
, frustaaeed'and both sides girded for further conflict. ■•> 
? . W=Jordan and-Egypt have celebrated a year of imper- ^ 
1 , fect peace with belligerent vows to renew the war. / 
, ; isydel’s Foreign Minister has spelled out tougher terms f 
- ' ill calculaeed to help Ambassador Gunnar Jarring in.-z
, ■ hwpatient search for a peaceful solution. And Jordan ' 
t and Israel continue to exchange lethal fire across a 
• .Imucthaabuhdd armistice line. Meanwhile, some U.N. ^
• • members seem more intent on exploiting the Middle ,^| 

" ' ’ Fasts anguish for their own purposes than on promot-: t 
’ x ng a settlement that will offer justice to- both sides |
1 and the prosphcts of lasting peace. ; • m]
1 Senator Kennedy’s mui-der is a harsh rhmindhr that J

,. n the modernworld when men resort t:o folch any- ^ 
* where all are threatened everywhere. In recognition', j!
. < f ths reality; the Unithd Natic)nS .waS-crhathd to find. 5
' atonal alternatives to war between nations. Ths is a ’'

p!?
^w

^r
r?

T7
:T

rrr
',^i«

Fr
T3

’̂
^^

ask that in their own shlf-inhehest requires; and 
। deserves the cooperation of- all nations, especially ;
hose now actively caught up ln•.t«h'wldening.Whb of - 
nthrnattonal vioihnch. - ;
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EDITORIAL
TWO WHO ARE ACCUSED

IN JEW YORK TIMES, June 9, 1968]

. A.1 last week, the three widows, their husbands 
shot down by assassins, were never far apart - Mrs.

. John F. Kennedy, Mrs. Robert F. Kennedy, Mrs. Maarin 
Luther King'Jr.’ But what of the assassins?

Lee Harvey Oswald, the aieeged murderer of 
President John Kennedy, was dead. Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan_wa£ being held under maximum security conditions 
in the~Los Angeles County jail-under indCctment for 
the murder of Robert Kennedy. "“Wh-le the Kennedy funeral 
was still in progress yesterday morning, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigatoon announced that after a two-month 
world-wide mahhunt, James Earl Ray, alias Eric Starve 
Galt, under a murder iniic•tmtot in Tennessee as the killer, 
of Dr. King, had been arrested eaalier as he treed to 
pass thoough customs in London. ’

Except for the capacity fOr..lsslssioltOon, no common 
thread seemed to link the kiieers. No one is ever likely 
to know Oswwld’s motive. Ray's motive, if indeed it was 
he who kiieed Dr. King, i.s still obscure, though there is 
speculatoon that he may have been a hired killer. Since 
his disappearance after the slaying, this escaped' convict 
has traveled widely and he turned up in London“yest'erday 
with a loaded revolver and two Canadian passports, one 
issued in Ottawa late, in April and the other i.o Lisbon 
three weeks ago.

As for MpH10, Mayor tern Yorty of Los Angeles, read
ing foom diaries and letters tai^o foom his home, suggested 
that he was a fanatic Arab terrorist. "There's a direct 
reference," Yorty said, "to the necessity to assassinate 
Senator ^onedy before June 5,” the date a year ago when 
the Israel-Arash war began.

Wiether there was more to it than this may emerge 
by the hmme of Sirhio’s trial. During the next few weeks 
he will undergo rsychhltiic examinations io in effort to 
probe the personnlity described by his pastor while he 
lieed io Jordan is that of "a clever boy - very quick - 
but unstable and unhappy." .

-RCHHARD HAMMER
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WASHINGTON POST, June 7, 1968 ' , •

। ’ THE INTERNATTONAL ASPECT

[Editorial] That SEnator Kennedy’s suspected assassin was born in Jordan, 
I beOonged to the Trganizatinn of Arab Students and is evidently deeply
; stirred by pro-Arab anti-Isaael sentiments, may lead some Americans to
I’ wonder whether there was an official Arab or other conssiratorial hand

in his deed. It cannot be emp^as-zed too strongly that there is not now 
the slgghtest shred of evidence t:o indicate so. On the contrary, the 

. evidence suggests the murderer was a man acting only upon his own
intense greevmices and warped impulses. We say this in the expectation

. that all avallibee inoomation bearing on the questoon win in tine
become known.

Meanwhile, those who are ateemptnng to exploit 
political purpose-either to demean the Arabs or to 
folly of AmmricMi support for Israel—are guilty of 
cynicimm. They serve neither the m««»y of Senfto* 
continuing American interest in peace in the Middle

the Arab lnnk for a 
demonstraee the . 
a mischievous 
Kennedy nor the 
East.



KEIIEDY/USA (246)

! rWASHINGTQN POST June 8. 1968] ^

. Tampering Wuh Justice
■ Among the words uttered by those around Sen- ,

ator K:ennedy just after that fatal moment in Los
. Angeles Tuesday night were, ‘We don't want an-’

other Oswald.” Ghiese people were well aware of 
, how toe Dallas Police Department compounded the

. tragedy of President Kennedy’s assassination with v 
. its casual handling of Lee Harvey Oswald. They '
' : did not wish the Nation to go through another sim-'

, liar assault on its system of justice and they took , 
• * . t^e fust steps to make sure that it did not by
•• providing physical protection for the suspect. * 

h ' With one spectacular' exception, everyone else/ I 
■ । connected with the tragedy jin Los Angelee— /
f friends, policemen, officiate, newsmen—have kept I
t that and the other lessons of Dannis clearly in mind. ' 1 
i That one exception is the Mayor of Los Angefes, V

’ . " Sam Yorty, who seems to have learned from DaUas .
’ only how to gef publicity for himself.
;t I Despite remnnders from his Chief of Police, his ‘
' ■ state’ Attorney General, and the Attorney General ;
- of the United States, Mr. Yorty has already added
• rubrtantall complications to t;he trial of Sir-inn Sir- ‘
; ‘ han. His sfafementr about the ctrtainfy of Mr. Sir- .
/ han’s guilt and about the motivation loI.fhe crmle,
■ ’ add immeasurably to the argument, lertaln to be
;■ made at the trial, that an unprejudleed jury can- J

‘ not be relelfee to judge Sirhan. As a buyer,,. ^ 
V . Mayor Yorty ought to have known better. As a'

. pubic, official, he had a rerponrib^fly to act more - 
r wisey. J
| . Mr. Yorty has defendee his actions on the ground J
| that he has provided information t;he public has a I
$ right to know. But little he has raie has been I
j aimed at giving the public t;he information it needs J
! | and many of his comments fit peculiarly well i

'I with the political views he has long tried to ad- ’ 
। vance. ,. ■ ■!
f < The actions of the Los Angeles Police Depart-'/

ment rfane in sharp lontI■ast with those of Mayor '
. Yorty. It has prolecled the suspect carefully and :

1 kept him out of sight. It has provdded the blril ; 
infomution the public needed to know but it has • 

' ‘ ' refused to divulge additional evidence. It has re- ■• 
N franed from discussing Mr. Sirhan in temss more .

' ’ specif! than “suspect.” It has apparentiy made •
sure that his rights under the Constitution were . 
fully protected. Chief Reddin and his men, intent • 
upon doing their job wit;hlouf worrying about a pub
lic demonstration of their excellence, have learned, |

• the lessens of Dallas. '
• It is vital! importlnt that those lessons be fol- f 

•. lowed. Mr-. Sir-han is tntitlte to the same fair trial •
before an impartial jury that every person accused *

1 of crime in this country is tntitite to. He is en- ;
• tited to be regaI•iled only as a suspect until that ( 

trial occurs, reglrdless of the evieenle againrf him. • 
Above all, of course, he must receive whatever pro- . 
taction is necessary to ensure thlf he rfaner trial.

. In a time of lawlsrnnsss, it is all the more vital for ■ 
', a Nation to live within its laws. ‘ |
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. [WASHINGTON POST] . ,.>’

. Mideast Stance f’ 
. Is Not Affected ‘ • 
7 [June 15, 1968] •

By Chalmers M. Roberts . ,
^ , - Washington Post Statt Writer „'■
' ’ Last Satur-day, as the Kennedy funeral- ; 
{ train was proceeding .to Washington, an * 
4 official of the Israeli Embassy here ', 

mailed out a ' mimeographed “back-' ; 
ground” sheet which begins with the ^ 

v statement that “political assassination ;
. has become an establishdd method in X 

7 the Arab countries.” ' ^
‘ ’ THs apparent effort to take political 
‘ advanaaee of the fact that a Jordanian-:,;.

born man is accused of kilHng Senator . 
Kennedy goes on to document the argu- ,, 

-, ment by Hsing ten leadess in six Arab na
’ toons who have been murdered in the - 
. past 20 years. It no^es that “this year ’ 

'■ alone, attempts were made on the lives -
of President Boumhdieooe of Algeria,’., 

„ President' Nassef of Egypt, and former 7 
• Pr•hridhot Camille Chamounof Lebanon.”..- 

• > 'Io the abrhoce of any hvi(tenee of an’, 
' Arab aovernmeot conspiracy to arrasri- 7 

nate Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, .this’ 
effort by an Israeli diplomat to add tto ', 
anti-Arab feeling in ths country may 2 

• rtrikte some peopte as a bit extreme. But * 
V it is not all that surprriing, when you 
i’ coorider the facts of American and j

Irr•iIhli political Iffe. Isr-ael remains ! 
t'1 heavily dependent on American moral | 
, support in its eoniinuing confrontahon' 
<•, with the Arab worlld. And in election , 
J . year's thee is all the mor-e incentive for ;• 
* the IsraeHs and their more passionate '. 
X American supporters to try to nail down J 
’\-apoHey .of firm American support. ;

• American ’ political eandidaers, for 
tl^ir part, are ohvhr unaware that sup

' port for Israel is a popular stance. ' - ’
. rW , *

. BEFORE THE Shoator,r arsasrination * 
the American Israel PubHc Affairs Com-" 
mUtee had assemMed, and published in

: the May issue of The Near East Report; ’ 
,’ ■ stathmhots on American podcy toward ’,' 
V Issacl by the then fie ltadioa pres-- J 

’ dentilal eandidatrs. In alphabetilcal or- > 
/ der there are statemeotr by Hubert H.;'< 

Humphrey, Robert F. Kennedy, Eugene ■
y ' J. McCarthy, Richard M. Niixon and Nel

son A. Rockefeller. .
, T’he five essentially agreed, as the ' ‘

■ Report noted, that “there is a U.S. com- 
» mitment to He preserv-ahon of Israel” 
‘ and t.hat “Israel should r•heeive military , 
, ’ asristalece from the Unted States.” .

Cynical American .politiciors long y. 
, have noted that ther'e are no Arab votes ‘ 

of eonscquceee in this NaUon wheess .
' the much sought after Jewish vote and 

financial support is often of critical im- •* 
por-tance in such cities as New York and

[ Los Angeler. . ”

[ • TNs reporter can recall Secretary of 
5. State DuHes saying he once checked ' 
P. with Republican'poltticiors before issu-., 
>, ing what might have been construed as 

. ' a pr-o-Ar-ab statement. He was arsurtiil,' ' 
'. he said, that the then RepubHcan cand--

, date flor mayor of New York had' no 
,; chane of election and thus what the? 
7 Secretary might say would make no dif-, / 
js...ference.. ■
k. *. i- ' ■■?i ; . 1 fI : . ‘ • ’ ^ / . ?

• • iT IS -A FACT that 'Israeli leader/ 
• , freely come as official visiorss to the., 
\., United States but that no American!. 
^, President has felt able to invite NarreriL 
L to ths country though he is the most ■ 
H important Arab Header'. Pr•erideot Ken- . 
• i nedy tried tto strike a dialogue with Nas- ' 
\ ser with an extensive exchange of let- 
|, ters. President Eirhohowhr did ree■ 
v; Nasser but only under cover of the 
1 ’ Egyptian leader’s' visit to the United' ' 
j‘7Natiors. . t , ,-,
< L T'he State Department long has been .’ 
7 eharged by pr-o-Isr-aeli Americans with r ■ 
' being pro-Arab. T’he Arabfete at State . 
[ conieod they want only an even-handed ( 
Apoltey and that ony the intecesrr of, ■ 
^ ■American oil eompantrs provide them. 
I’ •, with any r-eal support. .
b T’her'e now is an obvteus eaoger that i 
S- ।bce:ali!te Senator Kennedy's alleged as-.’ 
£:'rarrio came from an Arab family the? • 
< imbaiance in Amer'icao at.tttudes will tip''; 
f '• even further on the Israeli side. ■ ''

’ on • - '
.' SENATOR KENNEDY’S view's, as- 

given in The Near East Report, not only
*' backed. Israel's “right to live” and the . 
, sale of'jet aiieraft to Israel to create “a 

. batanee of forces.” 'He also said the, '
■ United States “should not be rigid or 

7 dogmaiie with even the morir•cealeitraoi 
' Arab oatioir5. For they too can b>e en-

.eourahed to seek a peaceful eohxistenee 
with their Arab 'ohiahb6rs and with , ■ 
Israel?’ ,

r T'he extent to which American aiti- 
^ tudes on Hie Arab-Israel eonfHct, or

Senaior Kennedy's, public statements •• 
about Israel, affectee the accused assas-

,. sin is for the courts to eireovhr. T'he faei t 
’ t.hat the accused is an Arab by birth is

no reason, however-, for further inflam- '• 
ing American atttuudes or attempHng to ’ 
.influence the policy of fhe United 
States Government. . .

’n
r
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<f [WASHINGTON POST June 17, 1968] ^
f Bun^ and Faucet 4g
| - . Release of the testimony submitted before the J 
[ los Angeles' County Grand Jury on tlie circum- 
? stances surrounding the assassinatinn of Senator 
’ . Robert F. Kennedy rahes two important issue;.,
s : On the one hand, it must be conceded that the 
/. ’ infomaatoon divulged by the Grand Jury report, 
\ ■ given to the press as a mat.ter of routine in Cali- 
P; -forma, supplied the public with answers to many j

, aspects of the crmie.. Some of them involved I 
?,, details likely to put the public mind more at rest j 
^ ■ and to satisfy the citizenry that authorttiss are M 
; s pursuing the case with great diligence and skill. ’

: Io the case of public crimes of this charact,er this I 
• involves more than the mere gratificatioo of J 

„ ■ morbid curiosity and relates to the tranquillity of | 
'• the country. These facts, of cousse, would have ,| 
' been forthconngg in the court room later and 4 

■ . the quertioo of whet.her or not delay would have J 
allowed a .dangerous disquiet to persist in the .1 

/ country is not readily answeeed. There is no doubt J
that the accounts fuIotithed by the press and the ‘ 

t television and radoo have been foloowed with 4
. the utmost interest by the- people generally. J
j Oh the other hand, the dircloruI•sr of the Grand I 
1 , Jury test.inlciny make a mockery of the measures .j 
‘," • taken by police cfficiais to withhold information 4 
‘ • that might be prsjueicial to the mao accused of « 
. ’ the crime. To stop up the mouths of pticemen, j 
, lawyers aod cfficiais aod to permit the dissemtna-; j

too of the Grand Jury report, is busting-out the ^ 
-. buog aod boggling at the drip of the faucet. ,'
■ Ths mass of information, conjecture and esti- J 

■ matet, elictted from every available source, ex-> 
_ traded from every known witness to the event 1 

itself aod from persons wit.h the most peripheaal ] 
kilowleege, pr•srsotsd without the precaution of j 

\ cross examination or deferne objection, must strike';
i a ssrtour blow at the aim of the Rear'doH re- $ 

' rt]iCttions. ; !
The Grand Jury’s action may convince some j 

T people that what has beet dote will rsriourly •
: ’ eiminish the presumption of ionoceoce with which . 
' accused persons are supposed to go into court
■ and compouHd the eifficulty of finding a> jury 4 
‘ ■ ’ without knowledge of the case tending' to impair j 

its impartiality. , ,
It may ccovincs other's that io a worid of rapdi ; 

communication it is not possible to'maintain a ' j 
• ■ universal ignorance of major cases, by silencing • * 

ponce, lawyers, pubic men, court officials and ■ 
the press without taking risks a free society should ,j 

- oot be asked to take. And this conviction, io turn, -1 
rases tew doubts about t.he validity of the legal. j 
fiction that a fair tr-ial caonot take place except } 
io a vacuum of pubUc information. ' • • ‘

!W
5J

SW
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editorial SENATOR KENNEDY

[CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 7, 1968]

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's passing is a distinct loss 
to the United States. Like his assassinaeed brother, 
the late President John F. Kennedy, the Senator had an 
ineense preoccupatoon with the major problems facing his 
country and a high degree of ability to arouse such 
interest in other's.

Apart from the profound personal loss felt by his 
family, and to whom this newspaper sends its deepest 
sympathy, all Americans sorrow at the abrupt and brutal 
ending of one of the most intlrlstOng and successful 
political car-eel’s in many years. The loss Wil seem 
particularly pungent to large number’s of young people 
who had come to feel that in Senator Kennedy they had 
found a pclltCcion sharply attuned to their new and 
evoiving outlook on national and world probeems.

The fuinng of shock will far taanscend the 
national borders of his homeland. For Senator Klooldy, 
both because of the affect'on in which, his brother was 
held abroad and because of the breadth of his own 
accivities, was in some lands the most popular American 
poetical figure. His assassination, like that of his 
brother, will cause large numbers of Asians, Afrccans, 
and Europeans to feel that they have lost a man who, 
they felt, had shown mem than a merely passing interest 
i° tteir owi probeems.................................. _

Senator Klnnley,s short but br-Hanit career was, of 
course, also a highly controversial one. Just as hie 
aroused ineense support, so he brought forth an equally 
ineense oppooiticn. Seldom have the mental chaaaiCelistics 
of a candidate for the presidency bun more heatedly 
debated than have Senator Kennedy's. What some caHed a 
passionate desire to serve, others termed rvlrwllnOng 
ambition. What some saw as ineense eleicitron to ideals, 
others viewed as ruthesssneii.

It i.s unfortunate that the ^enaaor's assassinat^n 
should have so close a crooeceron with the crotOueed 
tragedy of the Middle East. That iituatroo, even ilfrre 
this latest event, aroused the ellplit ii.tlrolesi and 
produced the most acrie■■■■rlcririnitroni. It would compound 
the taagedy, not help solve it, if the assassin's origin 
were aiowwed to weaken Amicm' determinati'dri to push for 
a just and liieoni ’dut'on to the‘Middle Eas’tern crisis.

Although no longer here to push for them himself, 
Senator Kennedy's efforts to bring new thought and new 
vigor to the solution of great national probers will 
continue to be felt.
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VIGILANTE JURIES [

[CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, June 20, 1,68] |

EDITORIAL • ?

"They caught him with the gun in his hand, what |
more do they want?” |

This remark, overheard in a neighborhood store, '
points up an all too widespread impatennce with the 
formal legal processes for determining the guilt or 
innocence of suspects i.n highly publicized crimes. :
The speeific object of the above remark was Sirhan _ ' :
Bishara Sirhan, accused assailant of Sen. Robert F. * -
Kennedy. .

There have been similar but more damaging public 
staemments made assuming Sirhan’s guuit. These can, on 

- the one hand, interfere with givnng the'accused a fair 
trial. On'/the other, they can undermine confidence in 
our court sysemm which is vitally needled at this moment 
of national change and unrest.

The first such staeement, by Los Lngeles’ Mayor
Yorty, was .carried by major TV networks only hour’s after ‘
the tragic event. The Mayor crudely spoke out about I
the suspect without regard for the Ikeelhoood hie might ■
prejudice future jurors. The presence of mind of news- ’
casters, NBV’s Edwin Newman for one, in countering the ;
Maayr’s remarks was commendable. ;

Another unfortunate statement, also reaching milionns ■
of TV viewers, was aired on Johnny Carson’s "Tonight" , ‘
show. Novvlist Truman Capote, no authority on crmne • 
despite the wide sal.es of his book "in Cold Blood", led ‘
his hosts through a labyrinth of speculatoon about the ;
assassionations of President Kennedy, the Rev. Dr. i
Martin Luther King Jr., and Senator Kennedy. He said 
the acts may have been inlendld to disrupt the nation- 
the so-called "Manchurian Candidate" theory, not • .
original with him. He said flatly that Sirhan was the .
slayer of Senator Kennedy, but that James Earl Ray was i
not the assassin of Dr. King.

The entire discussion was utterly in bad taste.
The New York Times TV critic was just in his charge: '
"If the country disapproves of indivdduals physically 
taking the law into their own hands, then it can no 
less foown on indivddua’s inteHectuaiyy doing the laml." • •
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Letters To The Editor:

(WASHINGTON POST]
। [June 98 1968]’**/ ‘ * nr# ^’
| In The Washington Post of > ■
]' June 7, we note that-at page '
• A8, column 6, you state that 

the Organization of Arab Stu- , 
- dens has denied reports that' , 
1 Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was ;- 

ever a member of the Organ- * 
ization. We apprecaate very 
much this accuraee report by ■

' your newspaper. .
• On the editorial page of the ■ 
same issue, however, is an ed- 

/ itorial which staees as a fact । 
. that "Senator Kenneyy’s sus
" pecked assassin” was born in - 
'„ Jordan and “beoongs to the ‘j 
P Organization of Arab Stu- ]
' dents." The .balance of the ed- 

• itorial accurately points out 
.. that there is not “the slightest 
Pshred of evidence” to indicate 
'• “official Arab or other con
*- spiratorial hand” in the assas- • 
; sination. Your editorial, while 
papparently deploring-any pos-. i 
,‘ sible‘anti-Arab sentiment:, in j 
t fact promoess such sentiment j 
* * by including t:he miggtattmtna } 
% of fact concerning the sus- <? 
/ pect’s membeshhip in our Or- ; 
t ganization. .

WALID KHADDURI, .
Vice President, Organization of } 

4 Arab Student® in the USA and . , 
j . Canards. ■ i
’ Washington/ - ;

r,y'rsa"^-,'.,^v«M^r'ws-?sa»rr‘e^w!fflw.ywJ-
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' [NEW YORK TIMES’ i
June 10, 1968] I

Generalizing Blame ,,
To the Editor:

Throughout your June 6 edi-.
tion I read about the suspect 
being-an Arab and Jordanian 
with the unfouUnaate impiica- • 

, tion that this beastly act had 
‘ some connection with the Arab-:

Israeii conflict:. Although it may ‘ 
be correct t.o assume that this > ■
t:i-agic conflict and the Palestine * 
prodem which preceded it, tn-J 

■ getter with the political dis-1 
cussion of it in our primaries, ( 
might have warped the assas-' 
sin’s mind, I was disturbed to *

’ hear on the et.rtets of New.} 
■ York many, statement against' 

the Arabs which could have 
been prompted by your head- :

- Une. i
, We have wttnessed much< 
■ madness and valence recently, ’’ 

but certainly we cannos, and -
> should not, ghnhraiize the guitt. •= 
neither toward the people of 
Jordan and the Arabis becauee ’• 
of this most I'tctnt tragedy nor '
to the people of Tettneetee or ^

. Texas and of the South becauee J 
of the equally mad events sur- jj 
roundtag the assassinations' of s 
Dr. King and Prteidtnes Km- ‘f 
nedy and Lincoln. 1

' This sort of gtntralization <
. only generates more hatred;

which only breeds more vio
lence. This is precisely what- 
Senator Kennedy, like his 
brother and President Linconn.
and Dr. King, devoted his lite 
to prevent,

' Certatnly King Hussein of
Jordan, havteg .stood beside his 
grandfahher, King AbduUah,;

' when he wa.s assassinated by 
the same sort of warped mind, I 
and has been threatened since, I . 
perhaps due to the same his

torical cause, knows how hate'’^ -
and suspicion can brhhd multi"•»»* 
plied vioeence. The statements'^ 
of the Jordan Government and'''“'$‘ 
of King Hussein on this moet,!!^ 
tragic event which you printed'i'JV 
I am sure, speak for the phoptns■.•!/• - 
of all the Arab countries. ^^ .

As an Amtl■ican who served^ ' ‘ 
. in the Kennedy Adminiutratinn7,7 _

as a member of the U.S. Mie•'-■;>;..,■, 
sion to the U.N. and has livedw>-v 
and worked in the Arab world, mj' 
and who was a friend and sup-.;/.,-.!' 
porter of Senator Kennedy and:.-.!.^ 
is a friend of King Hussein, ;Jbwikj 
urge your paper and the peo-^ 
pie of the Untted States to te"<cw 
frain from implying or casting-: '’■-■! 
general blame. Only more mal-=;f« 
ice, more harm and greater0 ’ j 
tragedy can result. ; f ^7

Hugh D. Auchincloss Jr/':?'/ 
. Presidenti'.7

The Holy Land Cmter, Inc.: ‘.J
New York, June 6,1968‘..1
. A 1

[NEW YORK TIMES]

[June 10, 1968]
^ • r 9K "^7

Guilt Rejected w* .
; To the Editor: ' .mriM • 
I. The unreilsonhd hysteria of. 
, guilt and eelf-revuisinn apparf™*1 - 

ent in the many statemente of"'^
• our political leaders and editaCs • 

- rial writers blaming the murder, ^-t' 
;■ ■ of Robert F. Kennedy upon theh . 
: “sicknees” in American society^.I,/-' 
,' raveaS ' more pamc than-^;; ‘ 
. thought . .r^ ‘
. The hard facts now known .’

about the assassin (Times, JuneiS'S15 
6) lhfvee no room for doubt’. s 

■ thiat the murder was purdy the. '
; act of a Jordaman "patriot” in ' , r 

■ brltgitg to. the .soil of the ’ 
. Untied States the war whichtjA \ 
" through El Fatah and like or-^'l'

ganhattions, Nasser and Husseiri’- ^1 
are conducting against Inrfcr•,• * 
and all who .eptfk for it:s right

. t;o exist. X
• The assasein’e act was notih 
i ing more or lhee than the vlo~

lent manitesfation of what Dr; -
,Mt T. Mehdi, ehcretflry generaO 

I of the Action Commtttee on i? 
I American-Arab Relation,,’ de-.*:\ 
‘ dared it t:o -rh--t'his behavior '“< . 
: rhfiecSs the frustration of many ^- - 
? Arabis with American politi-,,*,,- J 
; cians.” m.^' '
, It warn totally, unreaated to^rd / 
; social unrest created by thevb,’ -^ 
' grievances of minority groups^™ * 
; in ths country, and the aseas-*.:;*'>■ , 
■ sin's motivation and act would^ "
. have been the same even if no "40- ' 
, such unrhet existed. ';7’ ^ 
- To baime the murder of Rob^'’'^ ■• 
ert F. Kennhdri, by a foreign.?” ■

" patriotf’ upon a .sickness of.0?; . ; 
the American people is without ,.’7

.- justification in fact and does.^ . ' 
this> country the gravest die-■^■;; ' . 
service here and abroad. .:: fj;;? ;
‘ . Jerome Weinstein..-,'"1 '■

; ;, " New York, June 6, 1968ukI j
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NEW YORK TINES, June 13, 1968

SCREENING IMMIGRANTS

To the Editor
We have enough blind, homegrown hatred in this country without 

importing more each month, I refer to immigrants foom Aratb coiuinries such 
as Jordzni and Egypt, Where hatred is tamtmmount to a national policy, 
indeed almost a relggion. The tragic iilling of Senator Kennedy, aHegedly
by one consumed with such anti-Septic hatred, should serve as a red 
faag for our imPgratin policies.

Let us cut off this immigratoon frmm Arab coiuinries, which amounts 
to several thousand a year, making exceptions only for those in prefeeence 
categories, involve the reuniting of famines and the lite. There are 
pienty of other's from poor countries who would be glad to take their 
places.

No, the Uiited States has no light to be iilier-ihin-hiou. But at 
least in this country hatred is not an article of failh, encouraged by 
the national government. At the very least, Arab immigrants should be 
thoroughly screened. ‘

Rice Odell
Washington, Jw 6, 1968

[NEW YORK TIMES.
June 14, 1968] j 

■ Sirhan as Symbol * J
TitieEiitir:

. The tragedy in Los Angers • 
brought Sirhian Bishara Sirhan, . 

' whose guilt or innocence rests
, in the hands of the court,.into 
. the news.
'. Regardless of any connection ' 

between the tragic event of 
June 5 and Sirhian’s political 
,views, .the latter have been

< forced into the public arena.
( Sirhan typifies another trag- 
. edy,. the Arab tragedy. Born in 
i Jerusalem in 1944, he wtinssscd 
- the emergence of Jour Miiile 
, Eastern countress into mdepen-

< dence in as many years.. His ,. 
■ independence never came. I 
;■ After five brethren Arab coun- ; 
J tries invaded his country in de- ;

•" fiance of a U.N. resoluiion giv- r 
\ ing it its inilepenilence (as a 
* binational frietatiin)t two of 
t them, Egypt and Jordan, occur ;

’ll pied part of it. The latter an- 
’■ nexed its spoil of war unilat- t 
( erally in 1950, but gave its > 
. inhabitants voting right,, part- i. 
r nership in the Givernmeitt and I 
j rnregaaeid it economically. .[

Egypt, on the other hand, [ 
X gave none of these, and main- j. 
•■ tamed a suppressive rule over ’■

; the land it occupied. Yet many 
young Palestinian Arabs wor-

V ship the Egyptian ippressirand 
violently denionce the by far 
lesser of the two evils—the Jor- j 

. danian monarch. i
■ The Arabs’ trageily is their 

failure to distingu’hh true friends ' 
from fa’se. Boaz Avitzur

. » Bethlehem,Pal,Jone8,196S

.[NEW YORK TIMES) 
■ [June 16, 1968]

i/‘ Mideast Link'
To the” Editor: ■
.' The festering conflict in the ' 
MWidk East produce!’ still an- 
itirr innocent victim, this one ] 

• “by June 5th.” How many more 1 
;lives will be sacrificed in the 

;.• struggee between two righs?-
Once again the cost of hatred j 
exceeds the price of peace, 

• heavy though it must weigh on . 
both proud nations.

Arab and Israeii alike may 
yet relmqu’hh pride for the., 
sake of peace, even as they now 
lav’sh courage in the cause of 
war. The memory of Robert 
Kennedy , will thereby be 
blessed. • Jacob Neusner
. Professor of Religious Studers 
.? Brown Uni ver-shy ,
f - ’ Providence, June 6,1968
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OUR READERS WRITE .

(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 15-17, 1968]

KENNEDY IND MIDEAST , .

To The Christian Science Monitor:

Is we condemn the act of Senator Kennedy’s accused 
assassin and mourn the death of the young Senator, we 
must not permit his death to become a tragic waste.

To paraphrase a statement by Jaimes Reston concernngg 
the aftermath of Dr. King’s assassinate, it seems the., 
nation is appalled by the death of Senator Kennedy. But 
the nation i.s not appalled at the causes which forced 
the young Palestinian refugee to shoot the Senator?.

Sirhan Sirhan is a Chhistaan Palestinian -reuigee 
whose people'had been either killed, or expelled or 
subjugated by the Zionist Jews. It was morally wrong on 
the part of Senator Kennedy to submit to the pressure 
of the Zionists and promise sending 50 jet fighters to 
Israel so that more Israeli Jews might kill mon of Sirhan’s 
people and occupy more of Sirhan’s Homeland. ' •

Ind so as we condemn Sirhan’s act, we must condemn 
the Zionist pressures which forced Senator Kennedy t;o 
support Israel wrongly against the Arabs. Senator Kennedy 
i.s in a very real sense an indirect victim of Zionsmm.

The Senator was morally wrong; Sirloin was ■legally 
wrong.

This i.s not a justifCiatnin of Sirhan’s act; it . 
i.s only an explanation. But Sirhan’s act is not an 
ordinary case of murder: it i.s a political act and 
poniticil assassination. Hence traditnonil legal devices 
and legal remedies cannot adequately provide proper 
defense for the accused. _

One basic probeem which is now very evident is the • 
fact that Zionist Jews are very stmong in"America whereas 
the Christaan and Moslem people of Palestrae have no 
strength or any voice in American pomtics. The power 
and strength of the two parties being unequal, we suggest 
the applicatoon of equity as a devi.ce to meet the 
immediate probeem.

To this end, the major presidennial candidates 
should set a moratnrirr on the discussion of the Arab- 
Israeli conniict for the duration of the campaign. Under 
the terms of the moratorimi, the candidates will refrain 
foom injectrag the Arab-Israeli conniict i.n the debate 
in order to bid for the existrag Jewish vote at the 
expense of the nonexisting Palestinian Arab vote.

Thu morator^m will not abridge feldnrm of speech. 
The roratoriml is a voluntarily imposed self-restraint 
and a temporary injmction to prevent greater evil. 
The greater evil i.s the threat to the future of America 
i.n the Middle East which is more important than the 
foriines of any poetical party or presidential 
candidate. ; _

M. T. Mehdi, Secrltar^-Gelirai?;

New York
The Action Coirnmttee ^n American

Relations

Wsw^M^?!r^^www!’’W?W^^ l̂j?S?l^^^ TT77?
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[NEW YORK TIMES] 
• [June 18, 1968] 
/ ’ *
' • Sirkan’s Act
To the Editor:

As we condemn the act of 
■ Senator Kennedy’s accused as

sassin and mourn the death of 
-the young Senator,, we must not 
permit his death to become a 
tr-agic waste.

To paraphra.ee a statement 
by James Reston concerning the 
aftermath of Dr. King's assassi
nation, it seems the nation is 

. appalled by the death of Sena

. tor Kennedy.. But the- nation is 
not appaHcd at the causes which 

; forced the young Palestinian 
refugee to shoot the Senator-. 
Only by. exanunfag the cauws 

. that led to the assassination 
shall we have given proper 
homage to the victim of those 

: forces.

. The Senator was morally'! 
wrong; Sirhan was legally wrong. .

,. This is not a justificatton of 
, Sirhan’s act; it is only an expla- - 

nation. But Sirhan’s act is not ‘ 
an ordinary case of murder: it 
is a political act and political

1 assassination. Hence traditional ■'• 
legal devices and legal reme- 1 
dies cannot adequately provide - 
proper defense for the accused. j 

■ One basic proMem which is ] 
, now very evident is the fact ' 

that Zionist Jew's are very strong
‘ in America, wheeeas the Chris- ’ 

tian and Modem people of Pal- ’ 
estine have no strength nor any ; 
vocce in American politics. The, ", 
power and strenghh of the two/ 
parties being unequal, we sug- • 
gest the appheatinn of equity ,‘r 
as a devc:e to meet the imme- .’ 
diate proMem.

Equity will be served if the ■• 
discussion of the Arab-Israeli ■ 

’ conflict is kept out the Pres- ■ 
rentirl campaign debates. Ths - 
will not abridge the First/ 
Amendmertt and it will be a[ 
case of temporary self-impoeed ’ 
injunction- The Supreme Court ■ 
has sanctioned many such tern- < 
porary limitations of freedom.. ?.

• _ , M.' T. Mehdi ;
■ . Secretary General
The Action Committee on,' 

American-Arab Relations ;
New York, June 11,1968 .

Sir-hian Sir-han is a Christian 
Prlestinian refugee whose peo
ple have either been killed or 

; expend or subjugated by t.he 
Zionist Jews. It was morally 
wr-ong on the part of Senator 
^Kennedy to submit to the pres
sure of the Zion’sts and prom
ise sending fifty jet fighters to 

’■ Isracl so that more Israeli Jew's 
। might kill more of Sirhan’s peo

ple and occupy more of Sirhan’s 
homeaand.

; And so as we condemn Sir- 
• han’s act we must condemn the 

Zionist pressures which forced 
Senator Kennedy to support Is
rael wrongly against the Arabs. 
Senator Kennedy is in a very 
real sense an indirect victim of

> Zionism. >

(NEW YORK TIMES]

; [June 19, 1968]

• „ Source of Sirhan’s .,
• Hatred j

• To the Editor: ' -'
/ Hugh D.Auchincioss Jr.’s June . 
. 10 letter tries to exonerate the [ 
. Aral’s fr-om any responsibiiity ..

or connection with the assassi
nation of Senator Kennedy-. He ■ , 

' ignores the maiicious fa’Mhoods • ;
' of Arab leader-’,, the Arab press •/ 
and radio, which have been . < 

' planting impiaaabt<> hatred for ;
Israel and her friends in the 

. hear-’ of the Arab people. • (
•' There seems to be no limit to

the fantasy of their inventions. ’
’ They cooked up the idea that 
/ the assassination was a Zionist . , 

plot to injure the Arab reputa- 1
- tion. And during last year’s war 

4 the Arab people were told that <
the United States had inter"- :

’’ vened to give victory to Isracl. s
Sirhan was impened to do his s

' foul deed by his hatred for any- .’ 
" one who was friendly to Isracl. 
' Can there be any doubt where 

( this hatred came from? • ’ *’•
■ “ ’ Jacob J. Iejibson 1

, Halcott Center, N.Y. ’
’. ) • • Junie 11,1968 1

♦ ■ ■ Y
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NEW YORK TIMES, June 21, 1968

TO PROMOTE DIAOOJlffiS

To the Editor:

The June 18 letter of M.T. Mehdi, secretary general of the Action 
lomimttee on Imericjn-iAabb Relations, appears to be the beginning of a 
campaign to convert the discousOon of the assassinatonn of Senator 
Kennedy into an aiti-Isaael diatrbbe«

Mr. Mehdi makes the outaagoous assertion that ’Senator Kennedy 
is i.n a very real sense an indirect victim of Zionism," Sirens act 
is seen as the result of t:he alleged misdeed of "Zionist Jews" and 
therefore "political.” This is not the place to go into tie rights 
and wrongs of the M.ddle East. Readers of The Times, I am sure, know 
who is rguponuiaee for initrainni the war.

What is so distuabnng is that if we foHow Mr. Mehdi's logic no 
candidate for high offiice could speak out on a controversial foreign- 
policy iuuug—such as the war in Vietnam, the coup i.n Greece or the 
Nigerian civil stfe—witoout risking ausrssinatonn by the prrtirms 
of those whom he oppougu. This means the end of civi^eed iialoiul.

It is a massive disservice to the memory of Senator Kennedy t:o 
assert that his views on Israel zguoleed foom the' "pressure of 
Zionists.” From personal experience I know how sincerely the late 
Senator was concerned for t:he furture safety of Israel. These fulnggs 
were the result of duply held convictoons. To say, as does Mr. Mehdi,' 
that the Senator's views were a submission to pressure is insultnng to 
the memory of an unusual public servant.

Mr. Meehd's letter illuttrales the tgemgndolu obstades facing those 
who seek peace.in the Middle East. The Israelis know from fist hand 
that the Arabs' iraatinaalism and implacable hoosility make nlgotiatOons 
and iiaoagtgi apparency ispooiiblg. What is so painful and heart-breaking 
is that these hatee^ have now been imported into the United States 
and directed against our political leaders. They have done enough harm 
in the Middle East. We do not need them here.

SEYMOUR SIEGEL
, Professor of Theology

Jewish Theologicrl Seminary
New York, June 18, 1968
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i Arabs’ Stance Decried. 5
To the Editor: -

... I write as.one who has lived ' 
b in Arab countries and who is • 
1 ' sympahhetic to their cause vis- * 
j, A-vis Israel. I therefore .feel 

constrained to answer M. T.
; Mehdi's il-cfolei>ider'dd and mud- ;' 
<■ died letter [Times, Junie 18]. . 
f . Senator Kennedy was mur- » 
t, dered, and only twisted logic .. 
: turns the murder into a pri- -' 
j. marily "polital'act and politic- ’ 
•; cal assassination.” The ac-, *• 
> cueed’e "iierense” is in the same ' ♦ 

traditional processes and “legal ^ 
;, rrmedies” he tragically by- -t 
v. passed. . .

. Mr. Mehdis distinction be- ■ 
I tween Senator Krnnedyis being . ] 
; "morally wrong" .and Sirhan .; 
...' being "legally wrong,” with its, " 
f unfortunate implication that the|. , 
V accused may not have been;.; 
i primary morally wrong, is ; 
1 another rxampie of warped ;’ 
1. logic. To plaice the indirect • < 
, blame for a disturbed individ- 4 
! ual’s act of murder on .“,» 
i “Zifniem” is a delusion—a poor ',‘< 
,. attempt to rationalize the irra- ■.; 
•' tional. '£
' The letter's confusmg request

' that “equity” would be served '; 
J if di■ecussion of the Arab-esraeli । 
‘ proMem was kept out of the . j 
; Presidential campaign is ridicu

lous because obj'ective discus- M 
, sion might ultimately lead to- y 
\ wrI■d a efluiifn of the conflict. .,' 
j Mr. Mehdis letter is also ill-

timed during a period when’ » 
.’ communiratines media are cui-- .’ 
i1.. teiimg speculation on the ac- ' 
I cused in frdrr to insure him '• 

■ a fair trial., .
>- Neither Mr, Mehdi nor I* 

speaks for the Arab world,
. which held President Kennedy , 
. and his family in the highest ' .

esteem, and - hope Americans '.
>. will- realize thus,. • \
• . - DtaCK WESTERVELT *5
j Schenectady, June 19, 1968 :

![WASH. POST.
June 25, 1968]

T‘-
*“ - i|. Drfenre of a People ;
,' I would like to protest the ' 
z eiriement by Philip G. Kay 
}_ that Sirhan BiehrI•r SiI•hrn • 
I was an Arab in thought, word \ 
I and drrd as well. It is unfair, . 
J unjust and unintellieent to • 
J condemn an eniiI•e group of ! 

1 peepee for an action of one of , 
its' membess, no matter how ' 
heinfue the'crim'?. '

, MARGARET E..AVARNER, 
Washington. , I - : ■
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OUR READERS WRITE -

[CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 26, 1968] 

'KENNEDY AND MIDEAS’tZZZ'

To The Christian Science Mooitor: '

■ M. T. Mehdi writes in a recent Mini-tor that'Seii. 
Robert Kennedy was .’’morally wrong;” to urge that 50’ jet 
fighters be sent to Israel, and that Sirhan Sirhan was 
"legally wrong" (Mr. Sirhan i.s thee-’accused assassin of 
the Senator). ......... -

Senator Kennedy was neither legally nor mooally 
wrong in voicing his opinion about an aspect of the 
Middle East conniict. He was merely exercising his right 
as a senator and candidate to state his views. If 
American ponitictl leaders must refrain foom any comment 
which might'irk expatriates foom other lands -.and 
possibly even provoke them to the crime of assassination - 
then the ponitictl diemma for American offie^-holders 
and seekers will be dire indeed!.

Mr. Meedd's remarks echo sent^ents which have 
btta expressed by certain other Arab apologists (?) since 
the Kennedy assassination. It should be noted, however, 
that King Hussein's staesiianly message of condolence was 
not marred by recriminations of any kind.

As Secretary-Geneaal of the Action Coimmttee on 
AIniticaa■Artb Relations, Mr. Mehdi has done his cause a 
very poor strv:cct indeed - unless worsening of such 
tees is his aim.

Boston David Jay

• To The Chdietiaa Science Monitor:■ ‘

M. T. Mehhrss letter of tnti-tewedh twisted thoughts 
is a new low w decades of a hate campaign by demagogues.... 
in the Middle East. An Arab kiieed Senator Kennedy, _
after hearing all his Ifee that hie was supposed to hate 
Israel and any one who had a kind wor’d for it-. ■

God Almighty set aside the HoIy'Dand for Abaahmm 
and his heirs and Meehd's ranting^ in’the spirit, of. 
H.tler cannot unwrite the Bible or the des-tlry of man
kind to see Isjrttl bloom. His ugly letter brings shame 
on his propaganda outfit, the ActnancOoiiittee on 
Amiticaa-Arab rtltt0ons. '

As a Chdietiaa Amitiiaa, I repudiate Mehdi and 
his workers. .

Tempe, Ariz. Howard Dean
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To The Christian Science Monitor:

Dr. M. T. Mehdi, head of the Arab propaganda 
orgiiizitoin in New York,, dispiays unprecedented 
presumption when he calls on the four major presidennial 
candidates ’’to set a moratorumi for the duration of the 
campaign on the discussion of the Arab-Israeli conniict 
so that "there, would be no need for any candidate to bid 
for the Jewish vote." He also besmirches the name of 
the late Sen. • Robert F. Kennedy by accusing him of 
having bowed to the Jewish vote.
. Understandably Sirhan’s Jordanian origin has severely
discomfit'ed the Arab world, and the hoary canard of a 
"Zionist plot" already has been troWed out. But, perhaps 
just this once, out of respect to the Kennedy family, . 
even Arab propaganddsts could call a moratorumi on their 
desperate absurdities. •

Brookline, Mass. Abraham Frank

To The Christaan Sci.ence Mountor: • ,

I believe Dr. Mehdi (Secretary-General, Action 
Coiraiittee on American Arab Relatoons in his recent 
letter) i.s wrong in ascribing anti-Aabb feeinngs in tte 
United States to Zionist political pressure. By his 
own rhetoric he shows that acceptance of vilteict, that 
willdnitess to destroy that has so iltinated the American • 
people foom the Arab cause. Can Dr. Mehdi be^ete that ‘ 
the Aiericad people could support leaders who ..every day 
promise to i]dnihilate Israel and "kill eve_ry last, Jew?" 
Can Dr. Mehdi believe that any Aierican political*‘leader 
will acquiesce to the threat of murder?If Dr. Mehdi btlteves that the kiliinn of Senator 
Kennedy was a poHtica! crime, then he should expect 
poHtical consequences.

Dr. Mehdd’s letter is horrify^ to me btcausr he 
treats Senator Kennedy’s death in the same tone as we 
might treat equal trne for presidennial candidates. If 
arilihilatloi of the Jews i.s necessary for a "pooitical 
solution,” then it must be. If Senator Kennedy is an 
Israeli by sympathy, then he too should be destroyed. 
In speaking of the American interest i.n the Middle East, 
Dr. Mehdi seems as unable to distnnguSdh between the 
importance of oil and human lfee as were the Nazis unable 
to value people over soap.

Storrs, Conn. Jnstpd Shannon

tswwsotpw^^
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[NEW YORK TIMES.
June 27, 1968]

Sirhan’s Cause j
To the Editor: 1

M. T. Mehdi, Secretary Gen-* 
eral of th.e Action Committee ; 
on American:-Arab Relations, 1 

; makes everything clear. The , 
wanton murder of Senator 

' Robert F. Kennedy was an Arab 
nationalist’s understendabee re- _. 
action to the late Senator's pro- - ’; 
Israel stance, a stance, in Mr. ,‘

' Mehdi’s lights, wrongly forced ? 
on him by Zionist Jews. Ergo, .
"Senator Kennedy is in a very’ " 

..' real sense an indirect victim A 
' of Zion’sm.” , '■ J

If winning adherents to the . 
Arab cause is his objective, - 

‘ Mr- Mehdis bad manners, his 
abfminabte taste, his careless- ; 
ness with the tnihr and his pre

, sunpttuousness in lecturing us . ; 
on our political bvhaiiorr can .

' only repel rather than attract:.
> Self-deception and placing J 
, noh-heroes on pedestals may .
well be the crux of the Arab 
world’s succession of disasters, t
' A loser like Nasser can win 
adulation in the Middle East:. * 
Mr. Mehdi can offer an "ex- ;

- planation" for Sirhan Sirhan. . 
With friends like these three, "• 

. the Arab cause needs no ‘ 
enemies.' ‘ -

‘ Charli.es R. Schatten • ■
; ■ ' ■ Lvominster, Mass., ■

; June 18, 1968 ■

I [LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. , 
I NEW YORK TIMES. '
1 July 1, 1968] .
^■? • ■ ■ •■ -i ;
1 .7 Arab Resentment • /
J V To the Editor: -^
7 I hope that many readers saw >“-------*
p the June 19 letter of M. T.” 
£ Mehdi, secretary genera,, the ', 
^ Action CommttW on American-’: 
f Arab Relatioi’s, in The Times. .; 
n It seems to be difficult for i 
I'. Americans to understand what 
7 deep and powerful emotions . 
‘ have been generated in the . 
h ..;’
• Arab peoples by the' Ziositt
Jew’sh take-over of the Arab 

■ homeland. There are still many ’’ 
;• who believe that the stething ;
(trouble in the MUdte East can

; be settled by mere words spo- ' 
• ken over a conference tabte. .
, Mr. Mehdi has ptrfon^tdd a • 

■ service by pointing out tot .
Senator Kennedy^ support of

< the Zifsitt pooition—whicli
• many but not all Americans ’ 
. also uphfle—plaved its part as ■> 
vone of the hauttt of his sad ■ , 
( and usiintly death. Other ’ • 

' causes were: the unsafe, over- t 
., emotional, paranoid tempera-, 
. < ment of Sir-han, the kilter; the ' ’ 
!• llack of adequate poIhte protec- . 
. toon; and possibly to some small.-, 
• etgrtv the atmosphere of vio-.
Ivscv and toleration of violence i 
abroad in the land. J

J Sirhan will be punished for }, 
I • his illegal, immoral act. But the <’ 
7 fact that he was expressing f 
, Arab ttttntnens—-nhhuful re- .' 
• ttntmens-nnltit be taken into 
A account, both for the sake of - 
hjustice for Sirhan and for the • . 
♦j clarification of the American 

attitirde toward the acts of ag-
j* grettivv powess. , .

- ■ • • Julia B. Carson '
i ‘Oneonta, N. Y., June 19,1968 ‘
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MRS KENNEDY TO RECEIVE CHIDJO CONDOLENCES

Yaounde Cameroon Domestic Service in -French 1900 GMT 6 Jun 68 N

[Text] In a mettage tent this morning to Mrt Kennedy/ ths Cameroon President taid: We
have learned with great emotion of the death of Sen Robert Kennedy.. Under these 
painful and tad ciccemsancets, the Cameroon people, their government, and mrstef tend 
you our eincere condolences. • ' . '

BRCZZCVILEE PCPER DEPI0RES KENNEDY'S DEATH .

ifl. Brazzaviiee Congo IC SEMAINE 16 Jun 68 X '

[Article by A.D.: "The Two Facet of Violence"]

[Excerpta] Two months after the tragic death of Luther King, a new assassination hat 
again occurred to traumatize the wretched United Statet, Which it contcious of a dreadful 
humiliation at becoming the bloody nation par exceiennee in the world. World opinion it
horrifeed in the face of thit odious crime. Once more it wat necessary that the victim 
be detervedly among thote who aroute inatinciVee liking. Robert Kennedy, a dynamic man, 
who wat the per8orification of an ardent and upright youth, eager to transform our rotting 
hceeaity into a "new world," [wat] an inteligeent, obstinate man, with nlsar..snhtSdd and 
generous ideat.

Moreover, there it the viton of the tragic dettiry of a family Which hat scncettively 
teen itt two leaders iiieed by a ttupid hatred when they teemed dettined to give their 

d. country and perhapt the world thit adddtional tod which they both lack to become 
... really human.

The fronteers between oppoting camps are no longer thote of the mapt of politcoal .
« geography but thote more eeandesing and unexpected fronteett-which divdde a people in 

the tame country or the tame city and teparate the world of opulence [on the one hand) 
and the world of poverty and hunger [on the oties]. One the one tide, there are thote 
who by clatt refeex and t;he habit of having power and wealth who with by no eeatsr what 
means to preterve their advantaget even if they lvve on the flesh of the poor. On the

. other tide, there it the detperate camp of thote hungry for bread and Juttcee, who are
■ benomi.ng innreasingSy convinced that it it utelest to atk, that it it ineffectivw to 

demand and that, therefore, only vioeence it productive. Mott certainly we undertaand 
. them. We underttand a Guevara, a Rap Brown, or a Caimio Torret. We underttand them, 

. but i.t thit really the trlutron?

Two facet of v:loSense? The one that can only be hated and the one which mat’ be loved? 
It thit really certann? In any event men have beHoved that any vioSince it pernicoous 
and that it i.t necettary to fOd another tdlution, really wortly of man, for our evilt. 
Men like luthier King, like Ganddi, in fact like Jetut Chritt alto!

W.fcM^M^^»»-1M«^^^»*<»~w-™w*«**^"^*^^W*MUWAr^
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MOBUTU SENDS- lONDOJEaiCES TO KENNEY FAMILY „ ?

Kinshasa Congo Domestic Service in French 1230 GMT 7 Jun 68 K/L.............  • ■ ------  _ <

[Summery] President Mobutu, who is currently in Roms, has sent a teSgraern of condolences. , w p
to the family of Senator Kennedy. Forein Minister Bomboko yesteddy made a staeement ‘ T
in Kinshasa in which hie voiced the sorrow felt by the longoleee people, the govern- , ^
ment, and party over the assassination. j

Bomboko Statement )

Kinshasa Congo Domeesic Service i.n French 1130 GMT 7 Jun 68 N '. f

. [Excerpt;) It i.s With emetion and dismay that the longoleee people, their government ’ ;'
and party received the news of the outrage perpetrated against the presidential ;
candidaee of the United States of Cneeica, Sen Robert Kennedy. On the announcement ( j
of this sad and painful happening it was beieeved that this illsstrioss personality ;
would survive because of the co.mptent team of surgeons working on him. But alas, , ?
Robert Kennedy i.s no more,. The longoleee people appreciate, greatly the senator’s ' I
political courage and have foioowed with particular attettOot the succesees that hie £
achieved in his campaign for ncm.natCtn. •

The longoleee people's sympathy for him is not only founded on the fact that his 
assaseinaeed elder brother, the late President John Kennedy,, had done to help the L
Congo crush the Katanga seceesii>n and the f^ancial aid the latte President gave to Congo, ■
but also and particularyy because of his struggle for the uplift of the American blacks ' ^
in particular and those of the world in general, To this end I must also underline that ;

, Senator Kennedy struggled courageously against the policy of apartheid and to crowi his :
c.otdemnation of apartheid hie went to South Africa, where hie gave a series of leduees >;

• ’din favor of t;he oppreeeed, The lonn^ees people beieeve and are convinced that with ;’
i the assassination of Senator Kennedy the judicial authoritees will takes measures t;o put A t
’ an end to the assassinations: which are so rampant in .that part of the world. W

CABINET MEETING SHOCKED) CT KENNDDY DEATH -

Cotonou Dahomey Domeesic Service in French 1900 GMT 6 Jun 68 N -

[Text] The- cabinet held its weekly meeting in Cotonou today with Lt Col. Al.p>honse
' Alley presiding. Thie meeting was in progress when it received the new’ of the death 

of Senator Kennedy,. The tragic desappe?lrtnce of this Ameeican senator plunged the 
entire cabinet .into great consternatoon, and a 1-minuee siennce was observed in • 
memory of this'man, whose work for pea.ce and social juetiee is known to all.,

• Thie meeting discuseed the recent Entente I<iuntil summit citfex•etie, The fiance
minister will later explain the outcome of this meeting to the pubic.

The cabinet examined at length the probeems posed by the repatriate of our 
st;udetts free Dakar Unnveesity. * Thie government was particularly concerned as to how 
these et;udetSe will sit for their yeai'end exaoinaSiC^ns. C g;cverioaent delegat^n wii.l
soon go to Calcar to meet with Senegaleee authoritees, .

Finally, the meeting adopted two decI•eee tcnteuMng capital expendiuuee and mvesement 
for the current year.

I’
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ALLEY'S MESSAGE TO JOHNSON ON KENNEDY DECTH '

Cotonou Dahomey Domestic Service in French 0625 GMT 7 Jun 68 N ‘ ' ■''

[Excerpt] In hit message of condolence to President lymdon Johnsson, Lieutenant Colonel 
CLlsy declared: The Dahomean people share in the cruel bereavement that has befallen1 
the Cneeican people in tragically taking free them the senator free New York State. ’’^

EMPEROR CONVEYS SYMPATHY TO KENNEDY FAMILY

Addis Cbaba Ethiopia Domeesic Service in English 1630 GMT 5 Jun 68 K/L

[Summary] Haile Selassie has sent mrsscgrs of sympathy to the wife and father of
Senator Kennedy.

In his message to Mrs Kennedy, the Emperor said: • "It is with dwp gr^f that we have 
■eeamed the shocking news of the mishap that befell your husband, who has faithfully 
folOWeed the exernplary path of his brother, tshe late John F. Kennedy, and his struggee 
for freedom and justcee." His imperial Majesty added th^ he wcs praying to tod to 
spare the life of Senator Kennedy i.n order that hie can accomplish the work he has 
begum for tshe cause of human understandigg and the great wuse of world p^ce.

In hi.s message to Mr Josephy Krinrdy, father of the senator, the Emperer said Jw 
Was dsmmayed at tshe aery sad and shocking news of the assassination attempt.

JOSEPH, ETHEL KENNEDY RECEIVE EMPEROR'S MESSAGE ,

Addis Cbaba Ethiopia Dotneesic Service in Cam^aric 11.00 GMT 6 Jun 68 K/L

[Summary] Haa.le SslatsSe has sent the folOowini messages to tshe father and wife of
the late Senator Kennedy:

To Joseph Kriiedy: It is with great sorrow that we have leaneed of tshe sudden deatsh
of Sen Robert Kennedy. ■

TO Mrs Ethel Krinrdy: tor eitire family shares with you the grief that has befallen
you at (she deatsh of your husband, Sen Robert Kennedy. His country and the world have
lost a courageous, far-sighted, and great man. May the Weighty give you courage in 
your bereavement. '

Kennedy slcying means rule of bullets i:n U.S.

Addis Cbaba Ethiopia THE ETHIOPCNH HERALD 8 Jun 68 X

[Eddtorial: "Bruiets Veto Baaiots"] ,

[Excerpts] The ballots said yes; tshe bullets said no. The bullets won. It was not only 
Senator Robert Kriirey but also tshe democratic process tshat was gunned down in Los Angeles 
this week. In America assassination is becoming a way Of Ifee—and of death. ViLofnise 
has become a national psychosis. A criminal act is cometted every 2 minutes i.n the 
United States. The American style of democracy is tueeeily at the mercy of the gunman.
The bullet i.s nullftyiig tshe ballot.
Many Ethiopians received tshe news of the shooting of Bobby Kennedy with shock and the 
announcement of hi.s deatsh with sorrow and anger. It is sad, very sad, tshat a good man
who had much to offer i.s dead. But it is important for America and its fronds to see
the Krnneey trendy not only with tear’s but with reason, so tshat the Ameriaan malady can 
be tottor diagnosed and cured. It its becoming increasnngyy difficult for some countries 
to put the hope of their people iLnto tshe hands of a group widely being regarded as a 
bunch of assassins, both at home and abroad.
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ATTEMPT ON KENNEDY'S LIFE DISMAYS GOVERNMENT

, Accra Ghana Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 5 Jun 68 N

[Text] External Affairs Coimessioner Patrick B. Anin, on behalf of ths Government of
. Ghana, has expressed shock and diemay at the brutal assassination attempt on t^ life

of Senator Kennedy. The message prayed for hits speedy recovery.

- AANKRAUi SENDS CONDOLENCE MESSAGE TO JOHNSON

Accra Ghana Dorneesic Service in Elfish 1300 GMT 6 Jun 68 N

[Text] National Liberation CocueCl Chairman Lieutenant General Ankrah has, on behalf 
of the government and people of Ohana, sent a message of condolence to President Johnson. 
The message wished that the noble ideals for Which the..late SenRobert Kenedy stood ■ 
will not'.die with'him'but rather his untimely death will inspire mahkiidi to greater “ 
efforts toward the realization of those ideals.

PRESS: KENNEDY MURDER SHAKES FAITH IN U.S.

Accra Ghana Domeetic Service in English 1300 GMT 7 Jun 68 N

[Text] A.1 morn:i.ng newspapers write on the death of Sen Robert Kennedy from an 
assassin's bullet, and join eillCoes. of people the world over in sxpresteng their

• deepest condolences to the American nation and to the Kennedy family, which is facing 
yet another tragedy.

Whhle exprssseng its deepest condolence, the PIONEER wants to know what is wrong with 
American society. The paper says America damns to be in the forefront of the great 
nations that champion the cause of democratic fred^m and civilitatren in the world 
•today. Yet America coete;ufes to be the one great nation in the WesSern hemisphere that
persisss in shocking the world with the rudest of vioSencs to human dignity. The 
PIONEER writes: The histroy of the United States contanns many senseless poetical 
assassinations. The paper says it is deep1.y taddsnsd by the stannge lessons America 
has been offing the world, even in this 20th century. •

The GHANAIAN TIMES says the death of the senator is without question one of the most 
tragic and disconcertm events of the past few years. The paper says the sad death 
of t;hi.s man, who had aleeady shown ample evidence of becoming one of the great 
personetitifs of the centaury, is an imense loss not ce1.y to the United States d- 
Ameeica but also to the whole world. The GHANAAAN TUES says that, in all his service 
to the Americae nation, Robert Kennedy showed a noble dedica^on to humeanty. He was 
a champion of the r^ts of man, of einooity groups, especial the poor and the Atao- 
Cnerictes. He was also a feecce critic of the Viennam war.

The paper says the death of Robert Ksnnsdy, coming at the terne when he was ce1sbrat;elg 
hi.s election victory in the Caaifornia primary, has cut short a career full of promise • 
and hope for the whole of ma unkind. The GHANAIAN TIMES, while Jcinenl all decent-minded 
Ibberal people throughcut the world in condemning this brutal sltyeng, also expresses 
the hope that the proposed American legislaton for ccntaclleng the sale of freaamns 
will become law, thus reducing them to the baasst minemim the pocsSbbtity d fta^nnsi 
falHi! into the wrong hands.

The DAILY GRAPHIC says: .Once more an assassin's bullet has cut short the Ifee d an' 
eminent Amesicae, Robert Ksnnsdy, who was an outspoken critic d tJ»e America society. 
This is wicked. The papsa says Robert Ksnnsdy, who was the yruegsa braher.o‘ PasttdsaJronn A
Kennedd--who was also assassinaee-—was the rnr hope many people saw for the sick ■ - W
Americae society. The DAILY GRAPHIC says there is someehing obviously and seriously 
wrong with a society in which you can buy pistols as easily as ice cream. As rns 
prominent Americae after another is gunned down, thsrs is a geeeaal outcry against the
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almost [word indistinct] way in which irresponsible people can get guns in this 
supposedly God’s own land. But nothing is ever done about this kind of situatinn.

The paper says the pripl.e of Ghana can only express shock and indignatoon at this 
insane act. It writes that America is gradually, but surely, destroying our faith 
in it. The GRAPHIC says it cannot help iut have a very uneasy feeing that Cmeica 
always kiiss its citi^ns who advocate sanity and civ•iliaatOon. It writ^ that it is
a sick society in which a leading srrsidlnOial candida! of the most piwerful natoon in 
the world could be eimmaHed in this way, a society that beeves and preaches individual 
liberty.

The GRAPHIC says it cannot help but agree with the tearful CfrocAmeriann who is reported 
to have said after the brutal act: 'What i.s t;hr.uer of trying? What i.s tlw use?" Tir
paper writes: What i.s the use indeed when the lives of great men are at the mercy of
halfwits who are incapabee of appreciatng good?

ASSASSINATION SHOWS U.S. IN SERIOUS CRISS

- Conakry Guinea Domessic Service in French 2000 GMT 6 Jun 68 N

[CimmerOtay]

[Summary] After Dallas, where John Kennedy fell vicim t;o a lrrfidOoue attack,
•after Mcmehhs, where the apostle of nonviolence fell under the bullets of an unknown 
murderer barely 2 months ago, it is now the turn of Los Angeles to add itself to the 
list;, filiwwOng an odious and tragic assassinatOon that is Hable t;o accelerate the 
machinery of vioennce and the explosion of hatred so charaateeistic of loiiticll 
lHe in the United States. "The United States has wiOneeeed nine important pooitical
assassioatiOons within 4 and a half years. How can one explain this phenomenon? What 
is the tause of this wave of vioennce, of this tntornrollailr outburst of passion and 
hatred?"

Historians will look for an explanation by going t;o the very sources of the history 
of the United States which was built to the detriment of annihilated Indians and . 
Negro slaves transpianlid fomm across the otrin. Right foom the beginning there was 
one eoiaiity--that of the mightier; one rtll—hhlt of the jungle; one law--that of 
violence. _ _
"It has brrn rightly said that the United States is sick. The United States is exper- ■ 
iencnng one of the most serious trisre in its history. It is precisely for this reason 
that some good-hrarred and generous men h^ risen to eivr t^ir country and wi! it 
perhaps the world from a great catlstoophl that threatens to compromise what Wo Amer
icans consider most reselOiil—hheir freddem."

PRESIDENT CONDOLES WIDOW ON DEATH OF KENNEDY

Ivory Coast Domeeeit Service in French 064-5 GMT 7 Jun 68 N

[Summary] Ivory Coast President Houphouet-Boigny, on hearing of the odious drat;h
of Sen Robert Kennedy, hle sent the folOwwOng mrssig;r of condolence to Mrs Kennedy: 
Madame, the lnnitocceernt of the death of your dear husband has upse er. I ilry much 
regret the loss of one of the noble sons of Ceericao democracy, the loss of a frennd 
whose courage I very much appreciated. On this day of mourning of yiureerf, your 
family, and a.l peace-loving people, the Ivory Coast will not forget the man who 
always siho-red his frlondehis and who has died for a tiuer which i.s also that of our 
priple. Accept on behalf of my wife, the Ivory Coast people, and mys^f our sad
tinioeence. The Ivory Coast wii.1 be represented at the fundal of Robert-Konnedy by 
[word indistinct] and the Ivory Coast ambassador in Washington and the United Nations.
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PRESIDENT KENYCTTC NOTES LOSS OF R. KElfflEDY

Nairobi Kenya Domestic Service in English 1000 GMT 6 Jun 68 K/L

[Summary] President Kenyatta has sent the folOowiig message to Mrs Ethel I^nnedy: 'It 
It with proround regret that I have Xoannod ^ Senator Kennedy Is dead- *'“■ 
and Indeed the world, has lost a courageous, liberal, and rar-ighhted perisonnllty. 
The ideas for which he strived will move on and inspire people the world over to live 
in understandngg, respect, and love. Ct this moment of grave personal t^gedy ,(I 
wish to convey Ito you and to your entire family my heaatfelt wM^ence:;.

DEFENSE MINITERR SHOCKED BY KENNEDY DECTH

Nairobi Kenya Domletic Service in English 1300 GMT 7 Jun 68 K/L ’ .

[Text] The minister for defense, Dr Mungai, has expressed profound shock over the 
concennration of killiiss on the Kennedy faUy. Dr Mungai, deeply upset by the recent
assassination of Sen Robert Kennedy, descrbeed the Kennedy family as having "very high 
ideals for mankind, both in Curica and the wwld at large."

TUBMAN SENDS MESSAGE TO FCMILY, J0HMS0N

Moonrovia Liberia ELWC in English 0710 GMT 7 Jun 68 N

[Text] President Tubman yesterday sent messages of condolence to the Kennedy family 
and President.Johnson on the death of Sen Robert Kennedy. In a join message to Mrs 
Kennedy and the family, President Tubman said; The government,, the people of Liberia, 
Mrs Tubman, and mjrsslf share your sorrow in a horribee crmme that ended the lie of 
your dear husband and our brother who was a lover of mainc:ind, (who was] brolelinene', 
and who lived aboveboard. May God grant you and members of your family grace and
strength to endure this with resignation. To Joseph Kennedy, father of the latte 
senator, the President said: The fioverment of Liberia, Mrs Tul>lan, and myseef shlI’n
your grief on the ^despicable) crime that ended the Ife of your dear son, who was a 
lover of man, (who was] broadl:indnd, and who med aboveboard. May God grant you and 
member of your family grace, faith, and strength to endure t;hi.s with rnslgnaiOnn.
To Present Lyndon B. Johnson, he said: The despicable trend of vionencn and murder 
throughout the world in thi.s era of civilisation has been made lnannfole in the gr^t 
United States again. One of your foremost, stansunn, a humaaitlriln and politccan,, 
has been flatbed by the wicked htands of an assassin. I have heal’d your comment on
this mmoie act. That is why it is .inadequate to express more horror of the crime. 
We in Liberia share your views, nlbarrlsslent, and [words indistinct] and wish to 
be associated with you in your sorrow.




