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“A taciturn  individual”
who did not say very much

. Friendly, really pleasant,
but hard to get to know .
He was so weak and serawny,
but always so neat. The
other kids came to school
i sweat shirts and jearns,.
but Sirhan always had a
clean shirt ... He was bril-
liant. He was studying Rus-
sian when everyone .else
- was studying English and
Spanish . He was calm
<and wcll-mannered nothing
evil about him . . . Hhe
dreamed of being something .
big in Jordan after his stu-~
dics in the university . . ."”

Somechow, something wcnt
swrong mth the neat dark
boy with his white shirts
and his big dreams.

The -details are missing;
but one senses a situation
- where the boy who wants to
make good is dragged back
by bad company. For Sirhan,
the bad company scems fo
have included at least two
of his brothers — the broth-
ers the 7-year-old Sirhan had

beat.

The brother with whom Sir-
han bought the gun, Munir, ¥
was well-known as “Joe” in .
half-a-dozen secdy  Holly-
wood night clubs {requented !

.by Arabs and other immi-
grants from the IRastern
- Mediterrancan.

This world of the Holly- -
“wood night spols exercised 4
« its pull on Joec carly: several ,
{imes he ran away from
school, Police thought he had .

" been “shacking up with old- ;
er chicks” and he has subse-
- quently been up on a nar-
coties charge involving mari-
juana.
Another brother, Sharif,
got into more serious trou-
'ble according to Pasadena
- pohce e got a year on pro-
bation for attempted mur-.
"der: a lenient sentence, con-
sidering he is said to have

his girl friend’s car,

Even before he left the
City Collége, Sirhan  was
earning a few dollars as a |
groom and excrcise boy at
the race track at Hollywood
Park. After he left, he went
to work there as an exercise
boy, walking horses to cool
them off after training. Ap-
parently he wanted to be a
jockey, a despairing dream,
for at 126 pounds angd 5-foot
six he was a little big.

On Sept. 23, 1966, he was
thrown from a horse and in-
jured. Later Sirhan claimed

-

that this fall had damaged
his eyesight. His suit was -
settled out of court for $2000.

Almost a year -after. that .
he seems to have been-out
of work. Finally, last =

. tember he got a job as de-

livery boy at a health ioud
store in Pasadena, He was °

" paid $2 an hour. His boss, a

Dutch former resxstance :
- fighter, trusted him with"
large amounts of money, but
ultimately found him impos-_ ~
sible to employ. '
“He was a man .of prm-
ciple. He didn’t drink,” said"

" the employer, “He dxdnt

smoke. He always said he

« wouldn't lie. But he was"

emotional. He resented au-

. thority. He didn’t like to-
" take orders.” In the end, on

March 7 this year, erhan N

was fired. It'was the end o£
+ the line. .

*  One of Los Angeles’ lead-
ing psychiatrists suggested
1 that Sirhan was an interest-.
, ing case because his latent
hatred of authority—a Freu-
* dian might say this had
something to do with his'
* support of his mother,
against his father in the .
long marital struggle—was
reinforced by his ideological)
attitudes.
What are Sirhan's attx-
tudes? How did America-
* crystalize the emotiofis of
, the young Arab imigrant? °
l\Iayor Sam Yorty of Los',
* Angeles, a vehement anti-
Communist, claims that
' Sirhan ‘was pro-Communist,
and specifically asserts that
f his car, an elderly pink De;

"“Soto, had been parked out:
side meetings of the Du-, -
» bois Club on several occa-,
sions. .
The DuBois Club has been ’
identified by the FBI as a
Communist front, but there -
is some doubt whether it
has actually held any meet-
ings in Los Angeles in the
last three years. Mrs., ‘Dor-.
. othy Healey, me very forth-'
- right secretary of the Com-
munist Party here, dismiss-
es Yorty's suggestion as
“typical of an opportunist
- politician who wants to get
. his name in the news.” '
She said she had person-
“ally checked Sirhan’s name .
with several of her young
left-wing friends, none of
* whom had heard it. She then
checked with his high school

T
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comtemporaries, all of
& whom said that he was
" strohgly anti - Communist
. and anti-Semitie.
,, At every stage of his life-
» in America, in fact, those’
" who knew Sirhan remem--
~ ber virulent outbreaks of

anti-Semitism—at school, at

the race track, at the health
* food store.

’ ;‘ That appears to have been

- America’s main contribution'
to Sirhan'’s development. In,
America~in a world where
JArabs keep their heads
, above the black ghetto with

Jdifficulty, while Jews are

“among the wealthiest com-

f munities in the world—any
. Arab with the faintest ten-
dency to paranoia’ might
" have a feeling that the en-
" emy was closing in.

- PAney

Mayor Yorty blurted out,‘

.and the police have con-

wiirmed, that when they
- searched the Sirhan family’s
,.house in  Pasadena they
zound two ring-back loose-
{*leaf notcbooks. each with
* about 18 to 20 pages.

In one of these -Sirhan
wrote—about May 17 and 18,
the police think—“Kennedy

" must be assassinated before
*' June 5.” By May 17, Robert
», F. Kennedy had come out:
. strongly for fhe supply of
“arms to Isrdel in his primary
, campaign. And June 5 was
the first annlversary of the
" humiliating  six-day  war,
which put Sirhan’s family:
home into the pow‘er of.
“Israel. |
~ What happened id those
last decxs_x‘v‘g days to 'Sirhan

»
i

Bishara Sirhan is now the
task of Ameyican justice to
discover.

lo,

~dpray -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

TN




1
i

H

KENNEDY/USA

(218)

Top Attorn ey %@ughi
ACLU -

For Sirhan.

[WASHINGTON POST

LOS ANGELES, ‘June 8
(UPD)—A. L. Wirin, chief
counsel for the American:
Civil Liberties Union in Los
Anegles, said the ACLU will
seek a prominent attorney.
. to defend Sirhan B. Su*han
at his murder trial. .

Wirin emphasized that nei-,
ther he nor the ACLU was!
representing the accused;
slayer of Sen. Robert Ken-1

- nedy. ¢

The lawer has visited Sir-.
han daily in his jail cell, he *
disclosed, and has sent mes-

sages from Sirhan to his -
mother and other members’;

of the family. Wirin made.

arrangements through a.,
Pasadena church for the .
family to be moved to an un- -
disclosed place and to hav«. ,

police protection.
A member. of the pubhc

" Defender’s Office will repre-

sent Sirhan in preliminary,
hearings but Sirhan has ask-

. ed Wirin to secure services |,
of a top attorney for theA.

irial, )
Wirin said the
would ask Richard Schauer,

presiding judge of the Los +F
B Angcles Superior Coart, to |

Jissue an order seekmg at-
‘torneys prominent in the
state or the Nation to repre-
sent Sirhan.

Wirin declined to say
whether any member of the
family ‘had expressed the
wish to see Sirhan or wheth-
er the accused man had ask-
ed to sece his mother, Mrs.

Mary Sirhan, or any other 4

relatives.

He said that as of today he
and the Public Defenders’
representatives

Sirhan.

Sirhan is not scheduled to
appear in pubhc until June
28 when a plea is to be en-
tered on his behalf by the

ACLU

were the|
only ones who had visited

+ Public Defender's office,

-
.

by,

9, 1968]: .} ¢
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Swhan @ef&nse Lawyeﬁ'

To Be Chosen by Bar - ¢

[WASHINGTON POST,

LOS ANGELES, June' 10
(AP)—A lawyer chosen by the

Los Angeles County Bar Asso-

ciation and approved by the
defendant will represent Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan, accused
as the assassin of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy. -

A, L. an, Southern Cali-
{ornia cluef counse} fory the
A\mexican .w(,i\ul *Libcmes
Union, 1adenthut announce-,
ment today’ bcl‘oré VlSitmg the
immi-
grant ‘who is held under close
guard at lhe Counly Central
dJail.

Wirin sald he' would not dis-
cuss what Sirhan tells him and

is limiting all statements to

comply’ with a sweeping secu-
rity court order against discus
sion of the'case jssued Friday
when Superior Court Judge
Arthur L. Alarcon arx'alﬂned
Sirhan. ,

Wirin said many attorneys
have offered to reprezent Sir-
han, but he would not name
them. So far Sirhan has been
represented by the publie de-
fenders office.

Whoever is chosen. “big or

June” 11, 1968]
Wirin said. H(. added that Sir;

hen has no. complaints about
dled so far.
tion .will recommend counsel

pe . submittea

for appr pval. Then Sirhan will

lawyer will Be. The American
Civil Liberties Union will not
recommend a defense attor-
ney, he said.

Meanwhile, Donald R.
Wright, presiding Judge of the
Los Angeles Superior Court,

Sirhan’s trial in the
County Courthouse. He said 1t
“has no sectrily facilities at
all, except one lockup” and
suggested the old Hall of Jus-
tice has better facilities.

There, said Judge Wright
the defendant{ could be taken
to and from court virtually
without public notice.

Sherifl Peter J. Pitchess has
reported that numerous
threcats have been made
against Sirban’s life since the

small,” will serve without fee,

defendant was jalled.
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the way his casc has been hau-

‘Wirin said thé bar associa-|
fowSirhan and the name will)
1o Superior}

Court Judge gRichm d Schauer |

‘have the final'say on who his|

said he is opposed {o holding|
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Th@ Sirhans:

[WASH. POST. .June

-

—.An emled foriper Fidel Cas-
tro army officdr said today
that Sirhan Sirhas, accused of
killing Sen. Rol A
* nedy, told him belfore Xenne-
dy's death, “What we need in
the United States is another
Fidel Castro.”

The exile, Jose Duarte, said
he had argued with Sirhan
and scuffled with him.

Duarte told a news confer-
ence the incident occurred
about threc weeks ago in a
house in Hollywood, Calif, He
said he recognized Sirhan as
the man he scuffled with
when  Sirhan’s  picture, ap-
peared In newspapers after
Sen. Kennedy’s death.

He said he, reported the inci-
dent to Hollywood authorities
and ddenlified a police photo
of Sirhan.

Duarte said the mnian he

MIAMI, Fla, ,mg‘Tune 12-(AP)

fought with told him he was.

an Arab.

“He said what we (Cuban
exiles) are doing is just what
the Israelites are doing and
that we are geiting the same
help fyom the CIA that Israel
is getting,” Duazte §aid,

A e

The scufflmg began, Duarte.
said, “When he accused me of |
bom"’ an agent of the CT
TSATTe Shid1 iNAde some
derogatory¥ remarks about
Cuba and about me and we
came tongs }s Somebody sepa-

ated us, f}f* Jeft.” ,

WASH 0S
tCuban Exile ?ieports

Scujﬂmff With Szrhan

uﬁeYuﬁl’mr}\?r

Special to The Washington Post
JERUSALEM-The family
of Sirhan. Sirhan, the man ac-
cused of assassinating Sen.
Ropert F. Kennedy, was a

Ionely one with few intimate
friends, according to Anfon
Jasir, a family friend.

In an interview, Jasir, a
prominent. East Jerusalem at-
torney, said he had handled
several legal actions that the
father, Beahara Salameh Sir-
han, brought against his
neighbors. These mainly con-
cerned property-in the village
of Taibeh, where the elder er-
han lives.

Beshara Sirhan is a man al-

,ways ‘ready t(r fight for hxs

',._n,-”(‘ .

N w— - e A ks e
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rights, the lawyer said, He was -
the sole heir of his father ax.dt

now owns two houses mthel
village and some large ohvci
groves. The house he lives in
now was buill only recently,"
when Sirhan came back from |
America the second time. The
rest of the family has lived in

. {the United States since 1957,

Jasir recalled that the Sir-
han"family was secretive, and
that visitors to their homq
were’ not welcome unless in-!
vited.

Sirhare Sirhan, the suspecti
in the Kennedy slaying, was a |
quiet boy, according to Jasir, |
The eclder Sirhan also is gentle
and courteous, the lawyer
said, but he can {ly into arage
when he feels his rights ave
being violated.

Meanwhile, the elder Sirhan i
has asked Israch authorities }
to help him prepare for his,
forthcoming trip to the United !
States. No difficulties are ex-,
pected.

However, some Israeli offi-
cials have expressed apprchen-
sion lest Sirhan's trip be ex.
ploited by .Arab groups for
propaganda purposes,”

P U N L ISP R A P A 1)
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Senator
Was Hit by
3 Bullets

By Ron Einstoss
and Dial Torgenson
0% Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES, June 13}
|— Sirhan Bishara Sirhan
practiced, pldtted and lay in
wait to shoot Robert F. Ken-
nedy, witnesses told a grand
jury in testimony kept
sceret until today.

And when he fired, he hit
the Scnator with three bullets
—not two, as reported earlier
—the grand jury transcript dis-
closed.

One shot fatally wounded
Sen. Kennedy in the brain.
1Two others struck a half-inch
apart in his right armpit—
apparently as lis hands flew
up, instinctively, across his
face.

Agsailant Fired Rapidly

Sirhan stepped from the side
of a “very good-looking girl”
in a polka dot dress and fired
rapidly, “a very sick-looking
smile on his face,” from about
three feet away, witnesses told
the grand jury.

Twelve hours before, one
man testified, he had seen the
same man practicing rapid {ir-
ing with the sume gun on a
San Gabriel Valley pistol
range.

A half-hour before the erime,
snother said, Sirhan had been
waiting in the Ambassador

——

Hotel kitchen—asking a kitch-
en porter nervously, three or
four times, if Kennedy was
expected to pass through the

"|room.

Kennedy, followed by a
throng of suppc:ters and news-
men, left the Embassy Room
stage where he had claimed
vietory in the June 4 Cali-
fornia presidential primary-—
and, testimony revealed, was
led by the hand by a hotel
employe right to the spot
where Sirhan was waiding,

Put on Public Record
Details of the testimony at

¢

last Friday's grand jury hear-}

ing became public record to-
day when it was filed in the
County Clerk’s office

Henry Adrian Carreon, a
college studens: and play-
zround director, said when he
saw a man he identified as
Sirhan about ncon June 4 at
the San Gabriel Valley Gun
Club, Sirhan had already fired
thrce or four nundred prac-
tice shots. He was.standing
amid emply shell casings,
Carreon said.

His testimony indicated Sir-

han was practicing getting off |

his shots very rapidly.
Carreon said _he was at the
range firing with a {riend,
David Montellano.
“To the left of us,” he said,
“five feet away, there was an

individual shooting very rapid-|

ly on the range with a revolv-
er. On the range you are
supposed to shoot and pause,
ete., ete. Usually the range
officer goes up to the indi-
vidual shooting in this manner

and he will inform them that.

it's not supposed to done...”

He said he and Montellanoe
spoke to Sirhan, Asked twice,

Strhan identified his pistol as

“an Iver<Johnson,”

Said,*

7 y’g(,

Carreon/

“iyour ‘examination,

Montellano, noticing that
Sirhan had one box of bullets
set aside from the others he
was using, asked Sirhan if he

were using “a special type
JHullet,” Carreon said.
" The bullets, Carreon said,
are called “the mlmmas:num."
“This type of bullet,” Car-'
-reon said, “when it pcnctratcs
an obJect usually tears and+
.splits-out into differént direc.:
“tions, where the rcgular bullet.
of a .22-caliber gqes in-a hole,™
and when it goes into an ob.?
ject, it will come out the same
size.”
- Sirhan - was noncommittal
about the bullets, he said,
. The testimony relating to
’how many times Sen, Kenne-
dy Wwas. shot began when'
Coroner Thomas Noguchi was
asked:
. “And would you tell us how
Jnany wounds there were?
_ The Coroner replied:
+ YA total of three gunshot
swounds, sir.” -
Dr. Noguchi said the wound
that killed the Senator entered
the right masteid (behind the
rlght car), while the two others
hit in the back of the right
armpit,
The latter two shots, accord-
ing to Dr. Noguchi, would not
*have been fatal,

: Q—"Doctor, as a result of
did you
.come to an opinion as to the
‘cause of death of Sen. Xen-
-nedy?”

A~-"Yes. The cause of death

was gunshot wound of the
_right mastoid, penetrating the
“brain,"
i Dr. Noguchl said powder
“burns on the surface of the
‘edge of the right ear showed
the wound to thc head was
inflicted at a ‘‘very, very
.close” range,

-~

’’’’’’’’
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Q—*", . . Do you have an
opinion as to the maximum
distance the gun could have
bheen from the Senator and
.still have left powder burns?”
A . . Allowing a varia-
slion, I don’t think it will be
,more than two or three inches
‘from the edge of the right
ear,”

Karl Uecker, assistant
jmaitre d’ at the hotel, said
Iplans for Kennedy to visit a
§crowd in another hallroom
were changed “at the last min-
ute” to enable him to go to
4a news conference in the Col-
onial Room, by way of the
kitchen,

Uecker was guiding Ken;;
nedy by the” hand—the Sena-t
tor's right hand in Uecker's

left—when, he said, “some-
thing rushed on my right side
... then I heard the first shot,
and Mr. Kennedy fell out of
my hand. I lost his hand. I
looked for him, and I saw him|
falling down.”

Ueccker then grabbed the
man he identified as Sirhan,
and wrestled -with him as
other shots blasted into the
corridor of the kitchen pantry,
hitting five other persons. All
survived, .

Vincent Di Pierro, a student
and parttime waiter at the,
Ambassador, gave the grand
jury that indicted Sirhan for
murder an account of the
shooting, of Sirhan’s struggle
‘to escape afterward—and of
the girl he saw talking with
Sirhan earlier,

She was wearing a polka dot

dress,.he said. It was on the
basis of his testimony—and of
a woman who told of secing a
woman in a dress of similar
description run from the
hotel-—that police based an
all-points bullelin for a young
woman possibly inwvolved in
the case. ,

Di Pierro, speaking softly,
. told the 22-member panel that
. he was walking with Kennedy
through the kitchen and was
five feet away when they
reached the paniry's fce-mak-
ing machine, Sald Di Picrro:

“It was there that 1 noticed
there was a girl and the ac-
cused person standing on what
is—what we call a tray stack-
er, where we had ail the
travs . . "

He was asked what he no-
ticed about Sirhan.

“The only reason I noticed
him,” he said, “there was a
jvery good-looking girl next to
!him. That was the only reason

‘I looked over there. I looked:

. . . he was grabbing on (to
a pipe on. the tray holder)
with his left hand.

«1 could not séc his right
hand; he looked as though he
was clutching his stomach, as
though somebody had elbowed
him.”

The next time he looked at
Sirhan he was holding the
gun, Di Pierro said.

. “He kind of moved around

Mr. Uecker,” he said. “I'{e
kind of motioned around him

and stuck the gun straight
out. And nobody could move.

It was—you were just fx‘ozen;
You didn’t know what to do.

On the first shot Kennedy]

“kind of reared back” and be-
gan to fall, he said. “And
when he stuck the gun (out),”
he said of Sirhan, “he looked
like he was on his tiptoes be-
cause he wasn’'t that tall.”

What happened next?

“The suspect turned almost

‘immediately, and after all the
 shots were fired, he was try-
. he tried|"

ing to cscape .
véry, very hard to get away.
But Mr. Rafer Johnson and
Mr. (Roosevelt) Grier and Mr.
Uecker were all holding him
against the stainless steel
table, )

“And people were trying—
were hitting him and cursing
at him, and it was utter con-
fusion. I mean, everyone was
trying to kil him.”

Pressed for detfails of the

Di Pierro said:

“I would never forget what

she looked like because she
had a very good looking {ig-
ure—and the dress was kind
of lousy . .. it looked like it
was a white dress and it had
either black or dark-purple
dots on it.
' “As the girl and Sifthan
stood together on the tray
rack, before the shooting, “he
looked as though he cither
talked to her or flirted wiih
her, because she smiled,”
Di Pierro said. “Together,
they were both smiling.

“As he got down, he was
smiling. In fact, the minute
the first two shots were fired,
he still had a very sick-look-
ing smile on his face.

. “That's one thing—1 can
never forget that.”

What did the girl look like?

“She had dark hair that.was
cut, .I would say, just above
the shoulders, just around
in here. And it just kind of

[

girl in the polka dot drcss,'

(221)

— facially, she wasn't too
pretty. She was not that
pretty.
“And, like I say, figure—
she had a very good figure.”
Authorities have questioned
t
at least three young women '
who have stepped forward to-
identify themselves as having A
worn polka dot costumes to
the Kennedy affair the night 4
"of the shooting. All were re-.
leased after questioning. ;
It was Jesus Perez, a kitehen.
porter, who told the grand
Jury of having seen Sirhan a”
-half-hour before the'shooting, |
“He asked me about three or'
four times if Mr. Kennedy,
coming that way, coming.
through that way. And I an-
swered, ‘I don't know, be.
cause, really, I don't know
what way he comes.” A
,Policeman  Arthur Placen.
cia, the first officer to 'ycach‘,
the kitchen after the shooting, i
said he went there answering |
a call that there was “some:
kind of difficulty or police!
problem” at the Ambassador.
“When we- got to this arealt
where we got the suspect,
there were people holding;,
this suspeet down on top off
this sheet metal table,” he!-
said. 0,
He said they pulled Grior§
and several others off him and!
then “just started pushing” to
force their way out of the.
jroom with the suspeet. The'
-gtro,wd kept shouting, “lle did"
l ."
. But, said Placencia, “We
didn’t know who he had shot.!
We just knew he had shot!
somebody.” ;
He said as they were taking:
Sirhan from the scene, 2 man'.
he later learned was Jesse!
Unruh, California  Assembly !
Speaker and Kennedy's Cali-
fornia  campaign  manager, -
kept shouting, “We don't want
another Qswald.”
En route tot he Rampart Di.

.;vision Police Station, Unruh

rode with them, the officer..
said. He said he asked Unruh

"By the way, who did he .

shoot?” . i
He said Unruh replied:
“Bobby Kennedy.”

looked like it was messed up!
.« she had what looked like-
a short nose. She wasn't too

-'at the girl and.I noticed him.—;
{the reason I took note of him’ e
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LOS ANGELES, June 13—
Formation of a special task
Jorce .of invesligaiors and
*prosecutors to handle the Rob-
ert ¥, Kennedy assassination
trial was joinly announced to-
day by the police, district at-
torney and U.S. Justice De-
parfment.

Deputy Chief Robert Hough-
ton, commander of the detec-

~tive bureau, said “23 hand-
picked” detectives have been
assigned to the case, :

, .At a news conference, Dist.
(Atty. Evelle J. Younger said,
+“We have formed a special

legal team whick will act as|

wadvisers to the officers during
the investigation and will han-
dle the prosecution during the
trial”

i U.S. Atty. Matt Byrne, only
:said the Justice Department

Special Task F oree |
Set for RIK Trigl

- . [WASHINGTON POST. dJune J:ll-,

Los Angeles Times

Justice Department ‘“is 100
per cent satisfied with the
way the Los Angeles -Police
Department has handled the
case.” A
Younger indicated there willj,
not be a change of venue, that{’
the accused slayer, - Sirhany
Bishara,Sirhan, will plead not|
guilty and that the trial, will
begin within.three months; |’

P e

73

]and the FBI is “cooperating
fully” with the police and the
{district attorney and that the.
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Other Sirhan T'ri
[WASHINGTON POST. June 14{_}9§8]

e ——

Reuters

The State Department said

" yesterday it had no informa-

~

. investigation into Sirhan's past

_'passenger manifests and they

tion that Sirhan Bishara Sir-
han, the accused killer of -“2n.
Robert ¥. Xennedy, made
two trips to the Middle East
after he emigrated to ‘the
U.S. in 1957.

A story in the London
Evening Standard yesterday
said Sirhan had traveled to
the Middle East in 196+ and
1966. This information varies
from that obtained during-the

after the Kennedy assassina-
tion.

“The information we pres-
ently have is that he came to
the United States in 1937 with
his family. So far as we have
been able to check; there is
no information he left or re-
turned,” a Department spokes-
man said.

[A spokesman for the U.S.
Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service scconded this by
declaring: “Our records show
Sirnan came here in 1957 and
has been here ever since.”

[However, resident aliens,
such as Sirhan, are given the
form 151 *“green card” for
identification’ and can use it
to leave the United States for
‘periods up to a year without
need of a re-entry permit.

[The Immigration Service
says returning resident aliens
are listed on ship and plane

are asked to fill out re-entry
slips on returning. Those
familiar with the Immigra-
tion Service’s paper work say
the {files often leave some-
thing to be desired.]

The Standard’s story said an
Arab government, which it did
not name, had wuncovered
“startling new evidence” on|
the background of Sirhan.

The story said the Arab gov-
ernment records showed that;
Sirhan came to the U.S. in
1948 when he was four and re-:
turned to Jordan in 1957 where
he was married at the age of

13.

Reported -

:at Granja Vista del Rio Ranch

- A rreasemeet

. -He returned to the U.S. in
1957 and his wife followed him

three months later, the story
said. :

In 1964 he spent seven
months in the Middle East,
four of them in Damascus, Sy-
ria. The records do not show
where eh was for the remain.
where he was for the remain-
ing time, it was said.

He was reported 1o have
spent even longer in the Mid-
dle East in 1966, including five
months in Cairo, according to
the story.

+ The story said the Arab gov-
ernment is convinced of the
accuracy of its records and is.
sending its information to the
FBI. . .

[The Los Angeles Times
_said the London paper story
is refuted by personnel files

in Corona, Calif.,, where Sir-
han was employed from June
2, 1966 to the week ending
Dee. 10, 1966.

[On Sept. 25, 1966, the Times
reported, he fell from a horse
he was exercising and sustain-

ed a head injury which later
was the subject of court litiga- -
tion in which he was awarded
$2000. Sirhan first sought
medical treatment for the in-
Jury in early February, 1967.
_[All these developments oc-
curred during the time when
the London report places Sir-
han in the Middle East, the
Times said.

[The Associated Press re-
ported Mrs. John H. Weidner,
wife of the owner of a health
food store where Sirhan work-
ed from September, 1967 to
March, 1968, as saying Sirhan
had told her he came to the
United States as a baby.]
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[WASHINGTON POST

LOS ANGELES, June 15—

-{The Saturday before the assas-
‘I sination of Sen. Robert F.

Kennedy, " his alleged killer,
into the Lock, Stock ’N Barrel

!} Shop in suburban San Ga-
N .

briel.
The proprictors of the gun,

Jshop, Ben and Dona Herrick,

say there were two men thh
him.

“There were three guys, all
dark and small,” Herrick, 42,
declared yesterday.

Clerk Larry Arnot said he
waited on them.

~ The receipl from the sale

that afternoon—$3.99 includ-|.

ing tax, for four hoxes of .22
caliber bullets—was found in
Sirhan’s care near the Ambas-
sador Hotel after the shooting.

The recollections at the gun
shop built up after that.

“When I saw the (Sirhan's
picture in the paper, I had the
feeling that I had scen him
somewhere, but it didn't dawn
on me at the time that he was
the one I had sold the bullets
to,” Arnot said.

“A day later-~or maybe il
was a couple of days later, I
can’'t remember—the owners
got the information that we
had sold the ammunition.

“I said then, to my employ-
cer's wife, Dona, and Ben, “By

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, walked |.

The bell rang just like that.
Before that, I had halfway dis-
charged it from my mind that

before.”
What police make of all this
is' not clear. They have, inevit-

tips, rumors and reports that a
conspiracy may have been in-'
volved. Yet days have passed-

uncarthed any close {riends or
adsociates of the 24-year-old
Jordanian immigrant indicted
for the slaying,

1f any are found, it remains
fo be seen what, if anything,

est in guns or Sen. Kennedy.
. It may take months, perhaps

1years to sort out the facts.

At the gun shop, nestled in
a shopping center with a Wild
West motif, the Herricks, who

"

said they have {alked {o police

golly, T wailed on that guy.’]
I had seen this guy somewhere |
ably,. received hundreds ofy

and no onc’ appears to have|

Sirhan told ihem of his inter-j -

1968}

Ttwice, -and-Arnot, who said he’

has not been questioned at all,
were quite firm about Sirhan
being accompanied by two
other men.

Mrs. Herrick declared that
she also remembered an ear-
lier visit to the store, about a
month and a half ago, by Sir
han—again, she said, with the
same two men.

There was no sale on the
first trip, she said. Mrs. Her-
rick said the men asked
whether the shop -carried

farmor-piercing. .357 magnum

ammunition such as California
Highway patrolemen use for
their .38-caliber revolvers,

Her r husband said they
asked the same question that
Saturday, June 1, before buy-
ing the .22s.

“We carry it,” Herrick saxd :

“but I told them we didn't

have it because I don’t want to|

sell that kind of stuff to guys
like that.” Herrick said he

stocks {he ammunition for po-
lice officers and makes it a
practice not to sell it to any-
one else. “I figure they had no
business having that stuff,” he
said.

According to the Yreceipt
that was fdund in Sirhan’s car,
two of the boxes of .22s were
“mini-mags.” Some gun buffs
call them hollow points.” They
usually split off on impact.

, Three days later, Sirhan was
seen  practicing

yon about 10 miles from the
gun shop.

One witness, Henry A. Car-
reon, told the Los Angeles
County Grand Jury that he
and a companion, David Mon-
tellano, both noticed Sirhan
“shooting very rapidly on the
range with a revolver”—a .22
caliber Iver Johnson.

Sirhan, tne grand jury was

told, also nad with him a box{

of “mini-mag” bullets set aside
from the rest of his ammuni-
tion. A similar box was found

~in his car after the assassina-

tion.

In still other testimony, the
Grand Jury heard Vincent Di-
pierro, a 19-vear-old college
ireshman, fell of séeing a
shapely girl in a polka.dot

rapid-fire |
shooting at the San Gabriel]
Valley Gun Club in Fish Can-|

dress standing next to Sirhan

and apparently chatting, and |

smiling at each other, just be-
fore Kennedy was gunned
down.

And at the San Gabriel Val-

ley Gun Club yesterday, onej,

of the habifues insisted that
he, too, had seen Sirhan there
—with a girl, and “another
guy.” He did not say when,

[A natioral police bulletin is
still out for “the girl in ihe
polka dot dress” in the assassi-
nation, Los Angeles authori-
ties asserted today, according
o United Press mtematxonal]
try fora dd one

Asked at first by a reporicr

:if he remembered sceing Sir-
han at the practice range, he
loudly professed a determina-
tion to keep his mouth shut.

But as customers and spec-
lators moved away, he said:
“If you ask me who was here
talking to me, the police or
the FBI, I guess I'd have to
tell you: Both of them.”

He said he’d been warned
that if he said anything about
the case, he could get six
months in jail (presumably for
‘violating a court order re.
stricting comment). But then
he turned more loquacious.

“I know a lot more than I'm
telling you—a dozen times
more than you think I do,” he
said, adding softly:

“I saw them all together.”

“You mean Sirhan?”

“Yes, him, a woman and an-
other guy. Remember, I said
t-h-cm.”

He refused {o claborafe. A
custemer drew near and the
gun club member said noisily,
“I told- you I can't say any-
thing.”

Lloyd Hager, manager of
the National Rifle Associa-
tion-sponsored gun club, said
he knew of no girl or any
other companions with Sirhan.
As far as he could tell, he said
Sirhan had been at the range
only once, alone, in the early
afternoon before the assassi-
nation.

“I can't even recall him
being here that day,” Hager
said. “But he must have been
because his name is on the

log.” Generally those who use ],

the practice range are sup-
posed to sign in.

+ Asked if there were any in-
dications Sirhan had been at

the gzun club bhefore his ap-|

pearance on the eve of the as.
sassination  Hager replied:
“None whatsoever.”

Los Angeles police and FBI

agents, however, are said to be
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checking out every lead they
get.

“You can imagine how may
irrelevant contacts will be
made,” said District Atiorney
Evelle J. Younger, “but we're
not going fo ignore any of
them. We know there will be
people in the next 50 years
who'll be saying: ‘Why didn’t
the police do this? Why didn’t
the police do that?’ »

Among these other reports,
investigators have reportedly
been told that Sirhan and sev-
cral male companions were
seen, within a few days before
the assassination, at some of
the topless nightclubs with

which Los Angeles is well en- .

dowed.

At a press conference June
6 after the autopsy, Los Ange-
les County Coroner Dr.

‘Thomas T. Noguchi was

widely understood as saying
only two bullets had struck
Scn. Kennedy. The next day,.
he told the Los Angeles
County Grand Jury that the
Senator had been struck three :
times, once behind the right
ear and twice in the right arm-
pit. .

Asked about the discrep-
ancy, Dr. Noguchi said he;
never actually said only “two”
bullets hit Xennedy. But
added that the information®
supplied him “by the hospital”
apparently failed to take ac,
count of a final armpit wound
where  the bullet passed,
through the hody completely. ,

Dr. Noguchi said the au-
topsy turned up the three-:
wounds. But when someone at
the press confcrence asked
him about “a back wound,” he
said, he replied in the singu-
lar. - )
At the fime of the press.

- R

[WASHINGTON POST

June 17 09 SJ
L.A. Arabs Go Into Hllémg

lconference,” the doctor ex-
‘plained. “I definitely knew
i there were three bullets. But I
did not refer to three because
I was not asked that ques-
tion.” :

Sirhan Offered Aid
By Arab Lawyers

Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT, Lebanon, June 15
—Two Lebanese attorneys
have cabled Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan, Sen. Robert F. Ken-

. <

‘nedy’s alleged assassin, offer-
ling to help in his defense after

receiving a noncommitfal re-

‘sponse from the U.S. Embassy
here. )
The lawyers, Moussa Prince
and Abdel Hamid Ahdab, sent
a telegram Friday to Sirhan's
appointed legal counsel, Wil
bur Littlefield. They took this
course on the advice of .the
‘American Embassy here aftgr
failing in what appeared to

be an attempt to use Embassy .-

.channels.

The Los Angcles Arab community “has gone into hid-
ing” since it was learned that the suspected slayer of
Scn. Robert F. Kennedy was a Jordanian immigrant.
Sirhan B. Sirhan’s own family is being kept under heavy
police guard and one of his brothers—about o be sworn
in as a U.S. citizen—had his appointment canceled by
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.
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. Adnan Deeén Is keeping hls

Jvate home. *

.

%wh&n s Arah Communit

[WASHINGTON POST

June 17, 196B}7

:~' F ears Retallatlon

By George Larduer-
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, June 16—;

.gun loaded,

Manager of an Export-Imo_
1port store on Hollywood Bou-*
levard, he doesn’t want to fol-
low the Jordanian merchant -
shot in Chicago last weekin,
apparent reprisal for the as.,

sassination of Sen. RobertF
Kcnnedy

| The Arabic community herel
has been unnerved from the’
moment it was disclosed thati
the sllg‘ht,‘ swarthy suspect ‘ar-!
rested for the killing was Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan, a 24-year-|
old Jordanian immigrant.

There have beenonly a few,
minor incidents. At Deen’s |
shop, one crank started a fire]
in the awning and another set,
ia lizard loose in the store. ?

But the apprehension ret™
mains- %
Anonymity is being sought
by Los Angeles area’s 25,000 :
Arab-Americans these days‘ E
“The community’s gone into ‘

thiding,” says Henry Awad, g

‘president of the Lebanese-Syr- !
ian-American Soclety and edi- !
tor of a monthly English-lan- i
guage newspaper here for '
Arab-Americans. 'g

Sirhan’s family-—lis mother .
and four brothers—have been

*|taken into hiding, under police

protection, Moved from their
small frame house shortly .

. lafter the shooting, they are .

living in a tightly guarded pri- |

The family has also felt the ,
sting of Sirhan’s arrest in
other ways. ;
. Sirhan's 29-year-old brother, -;
Adel, had been playing an ;|
Arab musical dnstrument on/‘

{

—-—

weeckends at a belly dance
club, Shaker’s Oasis, before
the shootmg The management
doesn't want to see him again, j
“IHe might get shot,” reasons
Club Manager Harry Shaker.
Another brother, Saidallah,
36, was 1o have beenswornin’
as @ U. S, citizen the day after:
Kennedy's death. The U.S. Im.

migration and Naturalimuon

—

e —— -y

'l quirement

‘|munity here is closely knit

“,Servlce canceled the appomw
{ment. District Director George:

Rosenberg claimed that re-]
ports of “motor vehicle viola'i
tions” conflicted with the res
of “good moral
character” for naturalized citi.
zens.

‘The Arab-American com-

Yet few will admit to knowing
Sirhan. Those -who do usually
claim to have met him only
once or twice, just in passing,
Yet at the same time there
is widespread rationalization,
even sympathy, for theé mur-
der. for which Sirhan stands

widely shared. Time and
again, it is argued that the
real villain is “international
Zionism” and, .secondarily,
Kennedy's support of jet flghb-
ers for Israel. -

Sirhan does pot appear to

the Arabic organizations in
the city. In any event, not a
few of the Arab-American or-
sort of persecution complex so
also makes them candidates
for the overtures of the far
_ The groups include the
United American Arab Con-

zens Council, the Americans
Society of Americanists.

June war, the United Ameri-
can Arab Congress has its $50-

White House™ on Hollywood
Boulevard.
Its general counsel, George

“|E. Shibley, said it was formed|.

to help raise funds for Arab
refugees and to combat “sup-
port of Zionism by the Ameri-
can press.””

Israel, in turn, Is likened by
the UAAC to “Nazi Germany”

three claimed to be superman
or God's chosen people,” one
UAAC Dbroadside has pro-
claimed. “All three terrorized

indicted. His “anti-Zionism"” is |,

widely attributed to Sirhan. It |-

American right and white rae-|-
ists.
gress, the American-Arab Citi- |.

(of Lebanses Syrian Ancestry){
for American, and the Arabic

Formed after the lightning|
Israeli victory last year in the|. .

a-month headquarters in what |
the community calls “thej|:

and “Fascist Japan.,” “All{.

have been a member of any of | .

ganizations show {he same|:

.

civilian

populations  and|_

claimed the lands they over-
ran ‘by right ot conquest.’ ”
According-to one report, Sir,
han and several of his broth-
ers atterided meetings 'of the
so‘called “American Arabs™
which was alledgedly a youth'
auxiliary of the UAAC.
Officials of the Congress,
however, say they’ had no
youth organization and never
heard of any group called the
“American  Arabs.” Neither
have other community leaders,

| UAAC headquarters, in any
event, are deserted these days.
An official of the Lebanses- .
Syrian-American Soclety,
which, manages the 'building,”
said it was six months behind
1n its rent.

The American Arab Citizens
Council was also apparently
formed last year to promote
“petter understanding of Mid-
dle Basiern problems.” It had
a newsletter called “The
Prophet” that devoted one Is-, y

* sue to pictures of burned Arab
' children over a caption, “Au-{:

" schwitz—1867 style.” Council

i: Chairman Phil Zogalb, how-
i(ever, says ‘the organization is{:
i~ now defunct.
' Zogaib has also- served as
|+ chairman of the Americans (of
! Lebanese-Syrian Ancestry) for
* America, an organization
" headed by Dr. T. J. Toma, den-
. tist who is also president of
t- the Arabic Soclety of Ameri-
canists.

How successful the various
~groups have been in resisting
' racist and right-wing over.

tures isopen to question. One
UAAC newsletler last summer
«warned against “white racist
groups ., ..coming out in sup-
port of the Arabs” and cau-{
- tioned its members against
aligning  themselves  with
“hate mongers.”

Dr. Toma, has also bcena
prominent spokesman for
John Biren Society causes.
He once got into a hassle with
. postal officials over stamping
his malil with the slogan “Save
America~impeach J.F.K.—
General Walker, truth and
freedom, yes—one world, God.
less UN Govt, & Tyranny No."”
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How much, if any, of this]
climate filtered down to Sir.}
han is unknown. According to{
some reporfs, he may have
. ‘ been active in the organiza-

tion of Arab students while at-|*
tending Fasadena City Col-|-
lege, but college officials|
maintain. there is no OAS
chapter there,

Officials of the other organi-
zations say they never noticed
Sirhan at any ot their meet-
ings. He -was not, it seems|;
plain, a joiner. “I never heard
‘of him until this incident,”
‘said Dr. Toma, “I guess hes
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[WASHINGTON POST]
Sirhan Rage

Qver RFK
Is Reported

{June 17, 1968 l

NEW YO K, June 16 (UPY)
~Sirhan Bxshara Sirhan, the
accused killer of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy, flew into arage
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[WASHINGTON POST]
Jordan Bar

Sirhan Case
[June 18, 1968]

in the defense of Sirhan Bi:
shara Sirhan, accused assassin

from other Arab countries, a
Jordanian Bar Association

{|source said today.

1. The source sald the four—
J|Fouad Atallah, Ahmad Eel|’
Khalil, Mohamed Baradeh].

and Hassan Hawwa—were:
chosen at a bar association

ant.

fender Richard S. Buckley
said he had rectived a wire
from two Jordanian lawyers

defense.

trying the *.case if they are
qualified to do so., But under
California law we cannot
share responsibility for the
case, We either control the

was to assist us and that we
cannot accept.” -,

[Mcanwhile, Sirhan’s mother
into their Pasadena home to-
day under police protection
but refused to talk about the

under guard in a nearby apart-
ment since Kennedy was fatal-
ly Wounded]

%

1 2ecn b

Picks4to Aid |

AMMAN, Jordan, June 17|
(AP)}=Four Jordanian lawyers |’
have been chosen to take part|,

of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,|:
and will be joined by lawyers|-

meeting attended by Bishara |
Sirhan, father of the defend-|:

In Los Angeles, public de-|
offering to assist in Sirhaw’s|,

“We will not object to their :

case or we get out. This offer|’

case, The family had been}

s
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| bassador Hotel in Los Angeles.|

| unidentified witness, came for-
ward voluntarily to tell about|,

' before Kennedy was shot.

and shouted that Xennedy
“should never be President”
only hours before the assassi-
nation, it was reported today.
The report, published in}
Life magazine, came from a
Mexican and a Puerto Rican
who said they had encoun-
tered Sirhan on the night of
June 4 in the lobby of the Am-|:

The magazine sald the two/
Enrique Rabago, 35, an unem-
ployed mechanic, and a second

the encounter at 9:15 p.m.
PDT., four and a half hours ,

Sirhan, wearing white pants
and a white shirt without al
tie, had just been thrown out |
of a victory party for Republi-|.
can senatorial candidate Max
Rafferty because, refused af
drink by a waitress, he had|:
made a fuss and contempt-}{.
uwously tipped her $20 #'for
nothing,” the magazine report
said.

Describing the incident to
Rabago and his compainion,
Sirhan went into a tirade
against “the rich Rafferty peo-
ple who step all over the
poor,” the magazine said.

But when Rabago nodded to-
ward the embassy room on the
other side of the lobby wheré
Kennedy's victory celebration
was beginning and said, “Rob-
ert Kennedy might help the
poor,” Sirhan flew into a rage,
the article said. '

“Kennedy, Xennedy, he
should never be  President.
You think he really wants to
help the poor,” Sirhan report-|
edly shouted, his voice quaver-,
ing. “Kennedy helps himself. |
He's just using the poor. Can't

you see that?”
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’ Elder Sirhan A ppeals to World

For da ‘Fair Trial’ for His Son

[WASHINGTON POST

’

From News Dispatches
AMMAN, Jordan, June 18—
Bishara Sirhan, father of the

" alleged assassin of Sen. Rob-
" ert F. Kennedy, appgaled to
, Pope Paul VI and the consci-
" ence of the world to“déy to se-
. cure a fair tial for his son,

+Sirhan Sirhan.

At a press conference here,

Bishara Sirhan said he is con-
vinced that his son had not
been told by any group to kill
Kennedy, but had been pro-
voked by the Senator's “anti-
Arab’ speeches.

Sirhan, 55, came here from
his home in Israeli-occupied
territory north of Jerusalem
to draw money from his Jorda-
nian: bank account. He may go
to the United States for his
son’s trial,

Sirhan said he regrets the
death of “Kennedy the human
being,” but added that “Bob

- Kennedy had a double person-

ality .
“I can say ¢hat I do notre-

" gret his death as Kennedy the
‘& American

politician,”  thé
father sald. He charged that
the Senator’s “unbalanced”
support of Israelin his presi-
dentlal ‘canmipaign otatements
“provoked the sensitive feel-
ings of Sirhan, who had suf-
fered much from the Jews."

He said his son had been

‘|Uhited States,

born Iin Jerusalem and had
painful memories of the 1848
Palestine war. As a child, he
caid, his son had seen Arabs
killed by Israeli terrorists and
had seen.a woman neighbor
stabbed by an'Israeli. .
From' Jerusalem, Yuval
'Elizur gave this report on
the Sirhan family in a spe-

dispatch to The Washmgton
Post:

Sirhan used to.discipline his}t;
sons with punishment border-
ing on*torture, according to
Mrs. Laila Said, who remem.
bers the Sirhans as an un.
happy family. Other former
neighbors corroborated her ac-
count,

once beat one of his sons until
the boy was unconscious, and
chased away neighbors who
sought to intervene,

She said the Sirhan daugh-
ter, who has since died in the
. was often
locked: in her room, and
friends would bring food to
her. At one time, the elder Sir-
han chained his daughter to
the window bars. ‘

The Sirhans received rations
from the ‘United Nations Re-
lief and Works. Agency as
refugees from the time they

“Ileft their home during the

v ~
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Y'” in 1948 until hhe family
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June 19, 1968

Mrs. Said said -the father|

“Iwilbur

-|as not visited him, she said,

emigrated 1o America in 1957,
Although they owned property
and olive groves in their vil-
lage of Tiabeh, the Sirhans
lived during this time in a
small apartment in the Jewish
quarter of the Old City. .

- Jordanian Lawyers
Offer to Aid Sirhan _

LOS ANGELES, June 18
(UPI)-—The Public Defender's’
Office acknowledged receiving
a communication from Jorda-
nian lawyers offering to assist
in the defense of Sirhan Bis-
hara Sirhan, accused assassin
of Sen. Robert F, Kennedy.
Richard S. Buckley said his
office would not object to Jor-
danian lawyers trying the
case, if they qualified legally
to practice in California. But
Buckley sald the Public De-
fender would not share the de-
fense responsibility.

“We either control the case
or we get out. This offer was
to assist us, and we cannot ac-
cept,” he’ said “It's all up to
Sirhan.”

The defcndant’s mother,
Mary Sirhan, moved back into
her home inPasadena yester-
day under police protection.
She and a brother of the ac-
cused had been under heavy
guard in a nearby apartment,

Mrs. Sirhan said she had
talked with Public Defender
Littlefield about
seeing her son. Thus far she

pon

Su‘ha[ 1 Sions a

‘" LOS ANGELES, June 19
(UPD—Sirhan B. Sirhan today
acquired a prominent criminal
attorney to defend him against
a charge of assassinating Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy.

Russell Parsons, an attorney
who won a landmark Califor-
nia  Supremie Court .ruling
against use of illegally seized

'3 oo

June 20,
evidence, has agreed to repre-
sent Sirhan without fee.
Immediately afterward, Pub-
lic Defender Richard S. Buck-
ley and Parsons conferred
with Sirhan in county jail,

where the defendant is held
without bail under tight secu-

rity.
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The Jordanian Lawyers' As.
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sociation has selected four of

its members to help defend/|

Sirhan and two Lebanese at-
torneys also have volunteered

their services. Similar plans|’

were reported under way in

-

Iraq and Cairo.
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- [WASHINGTON PQST

LOS ANGELES, June.
22—Hemmed in by the,
mountains, the smog hovers
over Los Angeles like a.
giant poison bubble, The ru-
mors hinting of a conspiracy
in the assassination of Sen.
Robert ¥. Kennedy are even:
thicker. St

One by one, they'are prov- -,
ing to be false. :

But those who orginatet
and spread the stories re- !
main apparently unaware of .
the real facts that' show,
them td be spurious.

Investigators are squelch- -
ing the rumors largely under’
the enforced silence of a:
| court order, designed to in-

sure Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 4
| the 24-yearold accused*

_assassin a fair trial, -

At the San Gabrlel Valley
Gun Club, where Sirhan was

J seen practicing with a .22-

caliber revolver less than 12 7,
hours hefore the assassina- !
tion, Cashier David Buckner, .
has told investigators, and
presumably others, that he
saw “a woman and another

guy” with Sirhan at thegun™ = -~

~ range that day.

~ In suburban Alhambra .
‘- not far away, at a neighbor-
hood bar decorated with
. prints of rear-view nudes;
, the two brothers who own -
the place have talked to FBL . *
- agents and Los Angeles de-
tectives at length,
They have been told 'to
- keep quiet, but the custom-
ers at the Golden Garter
. have not. Sirhan, it is said, ' -
was at the watering spot
.several times with a friend °

named “Jim” and perhaps f} Al

Jim’s girl friend, “Karen*..,

Jim, It Is added darkly, has
dropped out of sight, .
" - The swhispered talk is hon-
est beleved. But The Wash-
ington Post has learned that
at' the gun club, a woman
who turned up at the prac-
tice range did talk with Sir-
han. The man she came -
with her husband, was
farther away, practicing by
himself, She was left a
couple of spaces away from
Sirhan with a pistol she .
4idn't know how to shoot.
. Soshe asked-him. _ -

Y

'RFK ‘Plots’ Crumble,
But Rumois Persist

By George Lanfl{eupgr.zs’ 1968]

Washington Post Staft Writor

Pt

P Always  poiite, Sirhany
;- ‘obliged. He even let her fire
# & couple of rounds on his »
s IverJohnson .22, But nei--‘;jl
:. ther the woman nor her hus-..
> ~‘band would-have known him §

"V 'if he were King Hussein, s

Cashier Buckner, hows &
" ever,. remains apparently
: .unenlightened. The rumor
- gpreads. : 3

by

"'} Fanning out from thefg

« Golden Garter, investigators:

B
EatR ]
PN
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s

-
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'~

fiave also found “Jim” and {é ,

% \iSirhan. c.- A
.1 But no one has told the .
" 'bar’s proprietors, Carl and ',
J. Andy Martigand, much }
Jess the customers, The talk <
.. goes on, Some embellish it. *
5 By now, dn some minds, the ./
'~ phantom Sirhan associated
with “Jim” has acquired a: 3

)» 'phantom girl friend, “with .

i

. the sexlest dfigure you ever <
. saw.” ' P
.. Visions of “polia ‘dot
: -girls” spring up in response.
. Police still believe there is';
. & “polla dot girl® to be o
/. found--though not the one.:.
initially reported to them. .
., Miss Sandy Serrano, a 20-."
.* yearold Youth for Kennedy]
." volunteer from Altadena, *
had .told newsmen that she %
had seen a dark-halyed girl
In a white dress with .

Y polka dots run from the.®

R S

oy _Ambassador Hotel- shortly

i

+ " after the shooting and shout,

shot him.” |
Wwith her, Miss Serrano ;

5

" *  had said, was a man who ap-

". peared to be of Latin extrac-y

on. ‘
Police Friday canceled *
the all-points bulletin io}:“ .
Miss Serrano’s “polka dot g
girl, concluding that she had
been “overwrought.” It was
learned that Miss Serrano
"+ had been invited to take a
lie detector test, but a least '
initially, she declined. »
Not all reports of “polka ,
dot” girls have been dis- ,,
_ carded, however. Vincent ,
Diplerre, who testified be- ",
fore the Los Angeles County «
Grand Jury, told of seeing
Sirhan exchanging smiles
with such a girl moments
. before the shooting. .
' " Detectives and presums~
. . bly FBI agents belleve him.

SR

his swarthy friends. It is not.J

.
A

P .

¥ Adked how this could be .

squared with the cancella-

* 4ion of the all-points bulletin
“y tial ceport, one source re-
pled simply that “it isn't
the same girl.”
Investigators have also
yet ¢o confirm or discount
. reports that two men were
% with Sirhan when he bought
ammunition at & San Ga-
briel gun shop the Friday
before the June 5 shooting. .

§
|

g .dglif. Group \
" Scores Secrecy
. In RFK Case

. STANFORD, Calif. June 22
. (AP)-~The California Freedom
of Information Committee
100k sweeping exception today
to a court secrecy order issued
in the assassination of Sen.
Robert F, Kennedy.
H Such an order, the Commit.
tee sald, “puts unreasonable
;¢ emphasis on the rights of the
! defendant at the expense of

TN

IR

other equally important public

7, rights” .
e In a report 4o the annual
» meeting here of the California
;. Newspaper Pubhlishers Asso-
i~ clation, the Committee repre.|’
~ aenting all news media in the
" state—sald the secrecy order|i
issueq June 7 by-Los Anglees
.- Superior Court Judge Arthur
L. Alarcon could deprive the
public’ of dts right to know the
fatts and could promote thel
spread of false rumors while

~———

,e
H

based on Miss.Serrane’s ini.- -

Epprvemusy

blacking out ofgicial denials.

\ ‘
* Even go, they point out
that it takes more than
'a smile to make a conspir
acy. Other sources add that
the proprietors of the gun
shop were somewhat “less
«positive” fn talking to the
police than they were with
the press about sceing Sir.
fan with two men.

> Other allegations have
been squelched, but agaln in
& secrecy that fails to
counter their eclrculation

- and the currency that ru.
mors gain with widespread
tepetition. Los Angeles has\
enough to feed every gort of
preconceived notion. N
" Mayor Sam Yorty, never *
known for his reticence in

¢ public speaking, has loudly

. charged " that communism '

:;was bohind the assassing-
 ton, .

- Across town, near Holly. .

;wood and . Vine, one Arab.

" American businessman whis.

} ?en to another that he has
‘the real story,” Sirhan, he *

L
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% confides darkly was a secret'}
t agent, “paid by the Zionists” }
¢ to blacken the name of the ’»
Arab world. S
© The “Zionist plot” story
. appears to have its origins;
;in the self<lefense mecha-?
oisms in the Middle Bast:
t'where it first surfaced. s
Yorty's charge.apears toA}
have been simply a wild'i
ewing from right field. 4
Alleging that “evil Com-},
‘munist organizations” in-i‘a
flamed Sirhan, Yorty des}
‘clared that the suspected asa;;.
sassin’s car had been spot-'y
~ted near & building where-!
: the radical left-wing W. E. j
; B. DuBois Club was holding «
a meeting. .
, _What Yorty did not dis- :
;vclose was that the meeting ;
‘had been held more than
‘two years ago—March 4,
1986. Sirhan was never seen
- inside the DuBois Club. The
-car was his brother Adel's,
Beyond that, mprobably |
, most Arabs and Arab-Ameris¥
{cans in Los Angeles have |
¥ parked mear the bullding at -
tone time or another. The 4
- Fez—a Middle Eastern bel- .
ly-dance palace (for the™
~whole _family)—is  right 7
,down the street, Sirhan’s
_brother Adel used to play &
guitar-like instrument called :
; the oud there every night, -}
7 Yorty's charge, however,,
".was made before Superior’
Court Judge Arthur L, Alar-
con handed down ‘the court },L
¢ order almed at banning
! most out-of-court statements’y
' to the media about the case. |
>By then, many of the ruﬂ
. mors were wlready efloat.’)
«The facts have been hard.er‘{»‘
"¢o come dby. - )
* . Beneath the surface, how-.
*ever, investigaters—while f
. gtill not ruling out the posslu;]‘
bility of a conspiracy—~have
yet to find any genuine evi-
dence of one. Sirhan himself,
".and what drove him to the *
d Ambassador Hotel, still pose-,
* the biggest enisma.; Ty

“ [P o
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[WASHINGTON POST]
[June 23, 1968]

Arab Agency Orders g
Aid Offer to Sirhan

-

f

pRNRIP I A% |

(AP)—The Arab Higher Com-,
mittee for Palestine reporned!
today it has instructed its New,
York office to offer “all pos.
sible assistance” to the alleged,
assassin of Sen. Robert F.
i{ennedy, Sirhan Bishara Sirv'
an, BN
The Committee’s represent-|
the former Grand Mufti -oq
Jerusalem, Haji Amin el Hus.
seini, said it has instructed its
{U.S. representative to legally.
‘defend Sirhan as far as Ameri-|
can law permits. . .
., The Committee in New-
iYork goes by the name of Pal-
estine Arab Delegation. 4
. The Committee’s represen.
-atives In New York are Iu‘ng
Nakhleh and Omar. Azzouni,:
doth attorneys.. ..., ;
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But Resenting Authority

By George Lardner, Jr. ~ ;
Washington Post Btaff Writer j’
L.OS ANGELES — To his »
neighbors in Pasadena, Sir. &
han Bishara Sirhan was sim-"4

« ply the shy but bright boy:{
I next door who lived with his --
", mother and two of his broth- ,

ers. . .
He has been indicted for 4
tirst-degree murder in the
assassination of Sen. Robert P
F. Kennedy. What stands *
out in Miss Ann Sylvan’s.j
mind are Sirhan’s “wonder- i
ful manners.” - &
-On East Howard street, a &
polyglot stretch of low-in-s
. come homes, Sirhan was al-/
ways like that, impeccablyY|
polite, speaking when spo-;
ken to, smiling when smileg
at. ‘ ' ’
"The most daring thing he: s

rs Recal

[WASHINGTON POST .

- erly customer who couldn’t

¥ flower, she sighed. The next «
¢ night, “pazzo” (crazy). :
{ The- contradictions show «
{up, too, at the health food

where _Sirhan worked dili.
. gently "last-fall and winter:
before quitting March 7 in

an argument over delivery
schedules that ended when
owner John H. Weldner’

-called police, ’
. _As a $2 an hour stock
clerk and delivery boy, Sir-
* han chatted often with cus-
_'-tomers and fellow workers,
Generous with the hard.
. earned pay, he secretly used
-to pay the bills of one eld.’

; afford all the health food he

Mrs. Pulite i;tit her hands-':t:%
.-to her head. One night, a,°®

1Sirvhan as Sh

June, 24,.1968]

+

. store a few blocks away 1,

Lo

T —

i  Real or imagined, the re-
pressions seem to have had
no outlet, ’ "
Sirhan kept to himself. He
neither smoked nor drank,.
according to neighbors and -
-acquaintances. If he had any; .
I close friends, boy or girl,
they have yet to be found.*j
" He used to go to the race-
| tracks, but usually with his
{| brothers. Occasionally, he_

s et

“‘ dropped in at the Fez night-
2 club, but its owners say, |
» “with his mother or broth.
o ers” ' .
, _ Classmates at Pasadena's |
» John Muir High School re-
# call Sirhan as generally
quiet and introspective, but
relatively outspoken on eth-
nic issues and individual
rights. )

r v A,

Yo P Oﬁﬁfe

[T R Fe S

Y

o atmares s S5 ol e

-

C

A T e

.

i " secms to have done wasto ,; ’liked to buy.

) . A ) J
But the young Jordanian member .of the junior,

N ks and, stones at § . ! J|-and senior student " class
. toss stic i1 14 collie ;. immigrant, says Weidner, 3 councils, Sirhan helped
i Bert, the househald -c e 4dloo resented authority, a “| draft a proposed constitu-
‘ t! next door. g+ <fendency that perhaps had t} tion'for the junior class that
. Ly thf}’k it iw}x:}{s;o rl?;f; ids" . its roots in the ‘strict disel- | {| school officials thought
' bn;]ki:g;eti :a 1;;5 8 IR pline of his father who once: went too far. ‘
Vsyo&er than that, Sirhan . reportedly held a hot iron to! (. Authority won out. The
outwardly contented himself-4 ;.. the boy's feet. § if Sonstitution  was _ voted
, Ot frequent visits to the 1> - - At the health food store,

1= says customer Art Bean, i
“when  the boss came
around, he’d drop the con-f

upper middle-class white
. Youngsters from La Canada ;
“who looked .down on the

[A
" brary and occasionally a,y i
Y pame of Chinese checkers : i

; down, quite possibly by the -
*with the elderly women a( ;

. house away. Within a fort-
i-night of the assassination,
' he asked Mrs. Martin Pulite- §
Y across thé street how to ;
‘:plant a garden for his ?ﬁ
¥ mother. d
% Yet jotted down in a loose-.

* leaf notebook in his house -
. —apparently around the

; same time, or perhaps sev--
. eral days carlier—was the

-~ . - -
injunction: “Kennedy must ;
be assassinated before June:

i 5'—the {irst anniversary of -

J the Arab-Israell war,

!  Mys. Pulito summed up

" one view of the dichotomy, -

- 4¢his way: . .
The. Monday evening be-

3
i
.

i fore the assassination, she :
had been on her way to give :

a plant from her well-manl-
cured garden to another
neighbor, Mrs, Pulite de-
cided to visit Sirhan’s
mother, Mary, first.

Sirhan, she sald, was
Jome. He asked her all

- about the flower. '

-

.versation just like he'd been !
whipped.” ) ) ‘
“He had this attitude of°
rebellion against society,”

.'8ays Weidner. “Most of”all, |

:»-he was anti-Israel.”

+. Weidner’s wife, Naomli, re- -
, calls one conversation ear- /
» lier this year vividly. Sirhan~
“was bitter about last year's *
June war. Mrs. Weidner re-
‘called~-the Nazi atrocities_}

" apainst the Jews in World
" War IL !
Suddenly, she says, Sirhan 4
blurted out: “Don't you
think the Jews can be cruel? .
I'm going to tell you some-
thing I've never told anyone.

else, not even my parents.”

-

Sirhan claimed, as a little

-boy, to have seen an Israell

soldier mutilate an Arab -
4 woman.

But in Taibeh, in occupied
Jordan, his father, Bishara
(the name means “good
news”), has said his son had
never even seen any Israeli
soldiers in the long-ago ~

fighting when Sirhan was
just about four.

. 8rowing numbers of Ne-
. groes, Orientals and Mexi- ]
j.can-Americans at the school.

K¢ TR

;  To John McGrain, a 22--
year-old social worker who ’
was president of the junior
class council that included
Sirhan, he was “definitely
the kind of guy who would

" _make a model citizen, This

" is the puzzle. What hap-

¢+ pened?” )

" Sirhan's mother, Mary, a*

. E $195-a-month houseckeeper at

a' nearby church nursery

- school, has been asking her- |

self the same question. !

Those who have seen her '
since the initial shock of the
assassination say ihat she
;" has been grasping at Sir-
. han’s fall from a horse 20
i months ago as the explana-

g * tion, .

. Sirhan, who wanted to be
a jockey, took the spill Sept.
25, 1966, while he was -
“breezing a filly” at a race
horse ranch mnear Corona .

. where he was working. His
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. “withdraw from the group
! and from soclety.” says his

i Matas: “He complained ' of
4.
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mother has been reported ag™
+ saying he was never quite
the same after that,

Sirhan claimed an injury
that affeeted his eyesight. A
neurosurgeon who examined
him a year later, Dr. Forrest
L. Johnson, found “no evid-.;
ence of a neurological prob- 5

. lem at this time.”

But less than two months
before the assassination, Sir-"
han coliected $1705 of a«l
$2000 compromise settle- 1
ment (the rest went for'

. costs such as doctor's bills
and attorney’s fees).

The same reported pat-.
tern—aceident, personality -
change, then attempted vio-'

- lence ~— curiously seems to "™
have afflicted his brother,
Sharif, 34. 3

Unm an auto accident in

_May of 1963, Sharif was a ‘
' gregarious, hard - working.
. bookkeeper in Los Angeles

Al e

T

i tion,

* After the accident, where
" he sustained whiplash inju-
ries to his back, neck and
head, Sharlf seemed to }*

e

former supervisor, George

headaches, said: his ‘eyes
hurt, His work deteriqrated. -
We finally had 'to Iet him

T, o N

P

- ..lecl'

' came when he was arrested
" in December 1963—the same
?'month he was dismissed— -
1 after breaking up with his

¥ girl friend. It was said he |

cut the brake lines of her
- car and put gunpower in the
» manifold. Convicted , of
" tampering with an .auto,

. Sharif drew a year's proba'm-{
i ‘tion. .
L{ That Sirhan's accident
,may have affected his be-

" havior can be counted at- 1
X this point only as maternal
{' conjecture. It may even be 5
i.questioned whether Mary i
{ Sirhan really knew her |4
Al
'3

children. She was appar-’
*ently unaware, her only

E daughter was married until | :
the girl’s funeral several |

!,,, years ago.

E; But it seems apparent that |

; resentment of Israel and

Robert F. Kennedy's sup-

‘ - port of military aid for the
country is hardly enough to
7 explain the assassination of

; which he stands indicted. o

Virtually every Arab and
}* Arab-American waxes bitter
rn .about Israel. There is only

"For Sharif, the -c¢limax 'y’

papm e

‘one Sirhan Btshara Sirhau. B
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1 " By Joseph A. St. Amant 2;

- LOS ANGELES, June 28
(UPD)—Sirhan, B. Sirhan,;
surrounded by guards in a
jail chapel turned into asx
.courtroom, today was!
.granted -an additional three;
weeks to enter his plea on-
charges he assassinated Sen. .;
Robert F. Kehnedy.

The 24-year-old defendantj "
displayed an icy calmwhen, ;
‘he appeared before Superior ., "l
» Court Judge Richard ¢
Schauer and spoke only a
balf-dozen words in re:3
sponse to questions from the '’
court.’

He showed a moment of..}
.nervousness when ‘the en-,
tered the makeshift court- s
room, flanked by {ive dep-~
uty sheriffs who towered-j

over him. As he walked up aﬁé

step to the counsel table Sir-
+han nervously stroked his-!

I upper lip with his right fore-*;

< finger,
.+ At the end of the nines!
‘shinute hearing he arose
from the table and started i
to leave. He stumbled over
the first step but recovered,
himself.

The motion for a continu- ~%
. ance ,was made by Defense ¥
Counsel Russell E. Parsons, * i
who pointed out that he was,
just recently named as at- '
torney for Sirhan and had
had only a limited time to
- study the case. 3

The Judge granted the o
_continuance until July 19 at K
9 AM. and the District At- }
torney’s office, represcnted.:}
'by John Howard and David’
Fitts made no objection, \

Sirhan was cladin a long-.s’
sleeved light blue shirty
open at the neck, black-.

hair appeared to have been Iy
freshly cut )
After ‘he sat down Judge
Schauer asked, “Are you the .
defendant Sirhan B, Sirhan? ~
“Yes, sir,” Sirhan replied }
‘in precise Engllsh <
Later'in the proceedings.,.

Jque Schauer explaineg »

e - - T Ty

on a 60-day time limit for

* bringing a defendant. to trial
+-after the date of indictment, w
d Parsons said he would: ‘a
. waive the time limit and the: 3,
+ Judge asked Sirhan if he'«*
La reed,

"“Yes, sir, I do,” said Sir-: §

t;han after a whispered con.. P
"ference with Parsons.. . -
' The proceedings were wit-sﬂ
nessed by about 125 news- m
men and a. few members of ;
‘the public. There were” 12 3
uniformed deputies spacec”
about the chapel courtroom.’ k

Sirhan’s brother Adel was]
| also there, escorted by a%
b half-dozen plainclothes shern
‘1ffs detectives.
.. No one was permitted to
L.ieave thé courtroom until}
2 Sheriff ‘Peter Pitchess re-,

iﬂ“hat time twas runfing outs

turned to the room, indicat-%
ing that Sirhan was back in 3

‘his maximum security cell. .

¥ Newsmen and all other*

§ spectators were “frisked” on*
i the way in. Their -namesq
were taken on a register at:

g the ground . floor waiting%

¢ Toom. -

R

]

Then they were escorted“f
,;. to the third floor and given |
another and more severe [
frisking in a mess hall near
the chapel.'Pen knives, fin-.
4 gemail clippers and any |
" other potential weapons .
»- were held by .deputies;
..\ .No cameras\lxr recording *
v equipment werd :allowed in+’
:thé courtroom.. - . o
N ;‘:;‘3

Ao
£ , s
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slacks and black shoes. Hig *
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Other United States Papers:

ANTI-ISRAEL IMMIGRANT

[

Star Staff Writer -« - 3
His family immigrated to:
the United States in 1957 from- lf
the Middle East—that part of.
the world where the word;
“agsassin” originated centu~
ries ago.

One of his brothers says
“all T know is he is a nice’
kid.” His mother says “it o
. can’t be true. My son is a'!

good boy, He has caused no::
trouble.” !

Los Angeles Pohce Chief ¢
Thomas Reddin describes him !
as ‘“very cool, very calm,,
very stable and quite lucid.”’ ;

But a woman who wOrked
with him in a California health ,
food store says he was -''a a,
fanatic when it came to dis- -
cussion of' religion and poh—
‘tlcs "

*And a co-worker at ‘the?»
Hollywood Park Race Track’

4says he was “violently pro-}
" 4 Jordan and anti-Israeli.”
¢ Slowly, a picture has started
;.to emerge of Sirhan Bxshara
b Sirhan, the 24-year-old Jor~
' danian held in the assa.,sma-/%
3 tion of Sen. Robert F, Ken«#
nedy
- Now under maximum se-:
¢ curxty guard in a hogpital,
‘: ward at Los Angeles County".
Central Jail, be is charged.
; with six counts of assault!
¢ with attempt to commit mur-x
: ¥ der, 3
¢ Thos¢ charges were flléd&
g' early yesterday morning, in:
the wake of the shooting spree:
which left Kennedy and ﬁve’
{ other persons wounded. Los;
. Angeles officials were meeting’i
" today to determine what new
charges should be filed as a .
+ result of the senator’s death;;
William L. Ritzi, a Los Ane}
* geles assistant dxstrict attors
“ney, said the grand jury which
~ will hear the case against Sir- {
. han tomorrow will be asked by
,officials to return a murder
. indictment.
The record shows Sirhan is 5
feet, 4 inches tall, weighs*

about 120 pounds, has a
swarthy complexion and wiry-
or bushy hair. He was born.
March 19, 1944, in a small vxl-
IageinPalestme
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F’i’ At the time, the area wasX
¢ ruled by Britain under the:} 3
3, League of Nationd mandate. 2
" With Britain's_ blessing, Jor-!
! dan became a kingdom in 1946.: ;
,'Two years later the Britlsh .3
l, mandate ended and the fu‘st:‘
i% Arab-Israeli war.was fought 5
S+ After the Jordan-Israeli 81"5;
i .mistice was signed on’April’ 3,x.j
i* 1949, Jordan kept an enclave !
%of Palestinian territory, in-:
‘cluding Old Jerusalem and the!
{ village where Sirhan lived. Is-‘

raeli forces took the territory
% last year in the six-day war;
. that began June 5, a year toy
the day. before Kennedy was;_

e

. and Naturalization Service
. show that Sirhan and six other’
members of his family arrived-
in this country shortly after:
« another of the seemingly end-}
3¢ Jess string of Middle East mili- |
* tary and political crises. e
3" 'That was the Suez crisis of
1956. Several months later, on §
+Jan. 12, 1957, Sirhan and six+4
§.other members of his family’
v-arrived in New York City and
{were admitted to the United.
~’ ‘States : as “petmanent resi-
"ﬁdents W §
¢ Including Sirhan, these were
& the father, mother, four sons
%.and one daughter. Another son
> came to the U.S. later, The: ot
¥ father has smce returned tod \.m

;'.the Middle East and the L
‘| .daughter is dead, None of the '
| others has ever been natural-

i ized.
1 Permanent resident status.is
\| currently held by approxx-r
‘| mately 3.5 million pérsons, *, s
many of them refugees, who -}
have immigrated to this coun--

“shot.
Records of the Imm1g1 atl(m*‘3

e aed

-

try.

¢ * Those who entér the country ..
‘| as permanent residents enjoy °
all of the legal protection -.
granted to full citizens and are.

‘required to pay taxes.
§§  They cannot vote, but de-" ‘
'pending on immigration quo-
1 tas, length of time spent in,
this country and other factors,

they may be allowed to seek
. the status of naturalized citi-

‘ Sirhans family traces its
roots back to a small village’
1 ealled Silwan on the outskirts

. b
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A C@w%raducﬁ‘ory Picture of Slrhan

[EVENING STAR = Washington “
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1 of Old Jerusalem, located mn ~-:
the West Bank sector seized 2
by Israel from Jordan last
June .
Arab sources say there are N
about 250 persons named Sir- * \
“han in the viltage, all mem- -
bers of branches: of the same -
family. i .
Origin of “*Assassins" .

It was in that.same partof -;
the world, hundreds of years
ago, that a secret order of °,
Ismaili Moslems " terrorized ,
, non-believers. They often were
“under the influence of hashish, ,
| and came to be known as “as-
sassins” in a corruption of the
| word “hashish.”

Over the past two decades, .’
i| Middle Bast political assassi~ i’
|| nations have claimed the lives -
'l of numerous government lead.’
,ers, monarchs and others, in-¢’.
"cluding the father of the cur- -
rent king of Jordan, who at-.f
‘I tempted to seek an: accommo-., ¥
s| dation with Israel. - §h
4+ Los . Angeles Mayor Sam -
Yorty yesterday said that.
. when -police searched Sirhan -
- following his arrest they found .
-in_one of his pockets an article .
s| by newspaper columnist David.
Lawrence on “Kennedy’s dove °
_position on Vietnam and his
hawk position on the Middle
East.” $

Yorty's press secretary.
Tom Jordine, said the column
attempted ‘‘to show Kennedy’s
inconsistencies in trying to win
votes of all types of people.’” -
Also in Sirhan’s possession,

, according to police, was a list *
" of Kennedy's scheduled public
“appearances in California.

In his televised debate with
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy last
" Saturday night, Kennedy said' -
A “we have a commilment to’

4 Ysrael” and specifically urged.
the Johnson administration to™
send 50 supersonic Phantom-
jet planes to Israel. .

Kennedy, perhaps more than"
any of the other declared can-
didates secking the nomination
for the presidency, had been
an outspoken supporter of Is--
raeli independence, but vir-
tually all of the candidates
have been in general agree.
-ment 6n a pro-Israeli position,
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;| sympathetic to communism,-
1 whether it be Russian, Chinese

Acting with the permission-
of Sirhan’s family, police yes-:
terday searched the Pasadena’
home and found two-
9-by-12-inch spiral-bound note-
books similar to those used by
students.’

The notebooks, which Yorty'
, said apparently belonged to%
" Sirhan, contained 18 to 20
. pages of handwrilten notes
“and some doodling. Most of .
_ the notes were in English, but
' some were in Arabic, the may-«a
" or said.

He said the notebooks con,

ftained “many statements’
| about assassinating Sen. Rob-,-
| ert F, Kennedy,” other com-

ments of a pre-Arab and anti-

4 Israeli  hature and some refer- :

ences ‘“saying the suspect is

"and so forth.”

Finally, said the mayor,
there was a notation made in
one of the notebooks on either
May 17 or 18 which was “a

. direct reference to the neces-
sity to assassinate Sen. Ken-
ndy before June 5, 1968.”

Those remarks by Yorty,
made at a press conference,
drew rebukes from both Red: i
din and A. L. Wirin, chief!
counsel of the Southern Cali-
fornia chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, both®
'of whom implied. that such
disclosures might be prejudi-,

- .

[

—r -

3

cial to Sirhan's legal rights.
* Sirhan wag 12 years old’,

~ when his family entered this ;

* country. He atiended Longfel-+,
, Jow Elementary School and
" John Muir High School in
., Pasadena and attended Pasa- .
dena City College. Several of °
_ his high school classmates |
. described him as a good and +
. polite student. A

But Frank Celis Jr., - who.

* was in the sixth grade with 1

* a white shirt.

. Sirhan, recalled yeaterday ‘
. that “kids picked on him, tell-*! )
"ing him dirty words. He'd-
Tepeat them without knowing

. what they meant.”

- Still another classmate, a:/
gu’l who attended high school
with Sirhan but asked not to *
be identified, recalled yester- ,
day that he was shy and fas-"
tidious about always wearing
“He wouldn't”
hurt a fly,” she said.

He worked at Organic Pasa-

+ dena, an organic health food

store located about 1% blocks .
from the middle-income, tree-
shaded street where the Sir-
han family lives.

“He was a hard wor}\er,
honest and good-hearted—but
nevertheless a fanatic when.
it came to discussions about,
religion and politics,” recalled

arma v

" Mrs. Elsie Boyko, " formery
co-worker at'the store, “But’

never would I thmk there was”
any violence in him.”

Quit After Argument )

John H. Weidner Jr., owner
of the store, said Sirhan,
worked for him’ about seven’
months but quit last April in
i an argument over money. *“We
5 -called him Sol "around the

T store; everyone did,” said’
H Wexdner =

“He was a good worker, an;
, honest man, but he had a lot of.

g complexes, mainly relati
i Israel,””, added Weéidner, “I‘

" think he did it (shot Kennedy)
" becatise he thought he' was?
doing something for his coun-
7 iry, but not necessarily the,

q‘

United States," added Weld- i

ner.

z The store owner lccalled}’

that Sirhan “told me that
«when he was a child, he saw™

} members of his famlly killed: &

7 by Jews, and he had to flee '
« Jordan when he was a child.” 8
“He was not a citizen andf
¢ dido’t like the United States.
" You .had to be careful not t
~walk on his feet. He wanteg
"you "tb ‘respect him intelecttt
tually. He was a man who 3
--said, ‘I’m going to have my s
ngh '}

Licensed for Track Work ;

X “Sithan’ was leensed.if 965 °
by the California Racing Com-
t mxssmn as a “hot walker” and :
“‘exercise boy” to, cool off 4
" horses which had’ become
* heated by running at Holly- ¢
wood Park. He did not renew'
that license in 1967 or 1968, but
«.apparently retained a strong‘
interest in horse racing. Y
“He wanted to be a jockey,
and the people around -the- ,~'
s track advised him to get a job
- on a farm where he could ex-.
ercise horses and learn m
- ride,” " said John Shear, a co-
{worker at Hollywood Park, .
“When there was trouble hés ¥
tween Jordan and Israel, heti
<~would becomein[lamed me
Shear added. “Since } wasn’t
‘interested in politics, .I, 3
wouldn’t discuss it, but he wa§ "
* violently pro-Jordan and antl::
Israelx ”. 123
Y
'I‘hromn F'rom Horse ca

Sirhan sufféred ‘head .and v
“back injuries when he was ;
thrown from a horse.on Sept.,

£ 25, 1966. He filed a claim with A

the Argonaut ‘Insurance Co. g
which had earlier issued a pol-
§cy in his name,

U He was awarded $2,000 on *
e Apnl 5 in settlement of a court
“suit stemming from that acci- *
. dent, but legal fees and other
. expenses reduced the size of-f
’the award to $1,705. i
. Recalling that incident, Sir-.}
» han’s mother, Mrs, Mary Sir-,}
v han, yesterday pointed to her -
i rxght temple and said her son
" “hurt his head right here.” ¥
. Mrs, Sirhan, a housekeeper
% at - Westminster Presbytenan "
‘ ' Nursery School in Pasadena,
“eried in shock when she
$2learned of her son's arrest:
- My son — it can't be No. Oh
{.' no " 1
v Later she recalled. that ’
- “ever since he had a fall about-
a year ago, he hasn’t been the«
;same, I can’t talk to him,” -}

" Money in Possession

7/ When Sirhan was taken mto
- custody yesterday, he had m
' his possession four $100 bills:*

» and about $10 in small bills :

*-and change. Police believe the

#:large bills may have been part
r of the award from the horse |
. * ‘accident.

%, Also found in Sirhan’s pock-

.-et was a key to a 1959 automo- '
k bile parked near the Ambassa:
; dor Hotel, where the assassi-+
K natxon occurred

" Reddin said the car be-
longed to a hotel employe who,,
s’ worked in the kitchen where,
t ‘Kennedy was shot. The em-
§ ploye was quoted by police as.

+

" ‘saying he did not know Sirhan
¥ and did not know how Sirhan
-+ ‘got the key. ’
y

Reddin discounted specula-
"tion that others were involved
in the shooting. “We are now

reasonably sure that there's )
{ only one suspect;” he said yes- .
; terday 5

1‘ . Conspiracy.Discountcd !
! The police chief also said he
1 did not read any “sinister in-
+fernational aspccts into the
ycase ~ we still do not feel we
< are in a conspiratorial situa«
'tion.”
;,' “ Hé said a check of official
‘flles showed no memberships
L‘on Snrhan § part in any subver-
“$ive organizations ‘ “that we
’;'know of.""

Immlgrauon and Naturaliza-
tion Service records list Sir-
han's four brothers living in
.this country as Adel, Munir,

. Saxdallah and Sharif.

Reddin said Munir and Adel
came to police voluntanly yes-
terday after seeing a picture
~of their brother on television
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‘ ffollowing his arrest. “They™%;

*"-

. were cleared. of. any implica-
y'tion in the crime and released
{ after questxonmg, police said.

" Sirhan, Adel and Munir lived : N
‘,thh ‘their mother, Reddin
" said. ' Sharif lives in Highland
} Park, Calif.,, and Saidallah . -
#lives i’ New York, accordmg R
ito.Reddin. . L ;
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5- Marijuaita Conviction

Mumr was convicted on Oct,
“12 1966, in Superior Couft of
":California on-a state’ charge of
#ipossession - of marijuana. He v
~was sentericed ‘to fxve years
»probanon

.{'r
’»1»..;

ay M
PUEATTIR - S

P »

t,.As-a result of that incldent vy
jthe Immigration and Naturah- V)
zation” Service initiated d §‘
 tation proceedings against hi TR
in January 1967, and in July of 2l
¥ that year a speclal inquiry of- A
“ficer ordered.that Munir be . %
deported. L
However, Munir appealed  -.%
the case to the Board of Immi-  "=*{
gration Appeals, which on ; !
1-May- 27..remanded, the case: ' '\;
¢ back to the special inquiry of- ~
'hcer ‘for, further investigation %
.because the California court %%
“had set aside Munir’s gullty 2

tplea and ordered 'that juris- =
~diction be assumed by Juvemle " }‘j

,»authormes o «;3
: As a result of that transfer 5
.,of authority, the.case has not ‘}‘.ﬁ;
iyet been closed, thus holding, .
+up the deportation proceed« A 5
;mgs ; . ey
i ' Bookcd Prcviouslv K i :
\ .An investigator with the Log ' ;"¢ <
* Arigeles district ‘attorney’s of-

~fice today sald he was told by
tPasadena police that Sirhan®
4 Sirhan had been takep into’ -, T
ycustody last December, but he R
 declined to provide the Season - * 7!
i or charge.
¢ Pasadena olice said they
’had a “red flag” file on Sir-
“han, indicating he had-been A
~booked previously, but.they Y
#:said they could not confirmif : . o*%
«*he had been formally arrested. | *

i
%
-

£

ué Russell - Stone; a Pasadena g

- policeman, said the file was .
; in the possession of detectives .. [ .-
}

JRRELIP SN

and was not immediately *
¥ available for ‘inspection. He k)
;+said the file dated from March «: -1
i, 1961, when Sirhan reported a .
nbxcycle stolen,

».. There also was_a notahon <K
+".that Sirhan complained he was H
.the viétim of a disturbance in .
"1963, and other notations indi- .
. cated that in 1962 and again
::last March Sirhan was a sus-
pect in disturbance .of ..the
peace cases, Stone said.
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By John K. Cooley -

Staff correspondent of .
The Christian Science Monitor

Amman, Jordan

The tragedy of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.
has precipitated the Middle East conflict -
squarely on to the American domestic'.
scene, -

Arabs view his assassination as one mgre *
dire episode in their Jong conflict with Zion- .
ism, which Senator Kennedy had verbally” :
supported.

King Hussein of Jordan sent messages oi’. .
condolence to President Johnson and Mrs, -
Robert F. Kennedy. King Hussein said ii.
was “an irreplacedble loss to the noble ;
American people” and the world, : ¥

Jordanian Premier Bahjat Talhouni said: -
“Neither the government nor the people of
Jordan have anything to do with this act
ol terrorism.”

President Nasser of the United Arab Re- ;
public condemned the assassination *irte<{%
spective of the author.” v

Circumstantial evidencé ‘héié¢ * slggests.
that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, accused as Sene
ator Kennedy’s killer, was an instrument of
extreme Palestinian Arab nationalist feeling.

Benefit may come .

" Sirhan’s father, who live$ in the Christian
Arab village of Taybeh, near Ramallah, on
the Israeli- occupxed West Bank of the Jore
dan River is reported to have condemned

the assassination,
:“The only good result of this,” said one

that the case of the Palestine Arabs may’
just possibly get some kind of hearing in:
the United States at last, though this isz
not the kind of hearing we would want.”s ¢
One part of the mesh of eircumstantial .
evidence noted here is the reported dis- .
covery in Los Angeles of Sirhan's diary

‘reference to acting against Senator Kennedy

before the June 5 anniversary of last year 8

i war with Israel. .

Before arriving in the United States in '

' 1957 Sirhan as a child lived through the flight »

L e e et e - ——

P

‘Jong established in the zone of conflict be-

*. of a million of his people from Israel,

History of assassinations I
In 1957 political assassinatlion had been

iween Arab and Jew, In Cairo on Nov, 2,
1044, Jewish terrorists of the Stern Gang
had slain Lord Moyne, British Minister of
State for the Middle East, because of his
sympathy for the Arab cause.

On Sopt. 17, 1948, & few months after
Isracl’s birth, Count Folke Bernadotte of
Sweden was struck down with the deed ate
tributed to Jewish terrorists. Count Bernao
dotte had been named United Nations negos
tiator for Palestine. On the day before his
shooting he had recommended assigning
the Negev Desert to an Arab Peﬂestiniara_g
state. .

Palestinian who was visibly sorrowful, is” P

‘unrest

Next it became the turn of King Abdullah’

. of Jordan, King Hussein's grandfather. He.
.- was murdered on. July 20, 1951,

e

This time the .shots were fired by” nn

He was a partisan of the exiled’ Grand'

" Mufti of Jerusalem, The Mufti opposed’

P

o

o

i

Sy
e

. 'The killer or killers of*

* yival “‘government of all Palestine.”

«

Scpamle state proposed
Ironically a.siniilat idea of a separats -

1

l Arab Palestinian terrorist, Mustafa Asho,.

“..: Abdullah’s Hashemite family. He headed a

1

Palestinian state is being revived today by °

Israelis who seek & compromise with the

. Arabs as well as by Arab guerrilla organizae.

tions seeking {o end. Israeli rule.
Their motives ‘are; ofcourse, {otally op-

. posed. Israel wants total ‘security for a

Zionist state ruled by Jews. The Arab guer»
rillas say they want a nation where Arabs
and Jews share the land-and the power.

Abdullah was killed b6th because he had
_gecretly negotiated .with Israel and because
he had annexed the Palestinian territory of
the West Bank.

- A young Jordanian, who lived for years
in Los Angeles, summed up the feelings of |
many people here: “onlence and crime are
unfortunately, strong features of both the
Los Angeles dnd the larger American scene.
resxdcnt John Kene
nedy. set:an example, .

“Robert Kennédy was kacd and ree’
spected in Jordan as elsewhore,’” he con-*

tinued. “But some of his esteem began to"

fade 'when Kennedy ' attended pro-Isracl

like him might become enflamed by the ©
combined political passions -of the Middle
East and the climate ot vxolence in the

f "United States."
N lehng deplored

4

Another scrap of circumstantial evidence
, might be in several personal leiters re-
’ ceived by Jordanians here {from Los
Angeles. They mention that the main Pales.

‘tinian guerrilla organization, Al Fatah, has

recently been’ collecting funds from the
Arab community in.Los. Angeles and has >
found “much sympathy and support” there.

'y

t

i
1
Wt

* rallies during the six-day war last year. It . |
{5 is easy-.to imagine how Sirhah or someone T

-
PR L

The Palestinian nationalist organizations .

disavowed the killing. A radio broadcast
of Al Assifa (The Storm), military arm
of Al Fatah, said June 8: "The very prine
ciple of polmcal assassination is odious and
unacceptable to the human conscience.”

The Algiers bureau of Al Fatah said: .
“All hypotheses about the identity of the
criminal are* only Machiavellian® maneu.
vers, The murderer can only be an instru-

‘ment of world Zionism, of capitalism, of

the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency)
aimed At the most _#bject political goals.”
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; _U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, June 17, 1968 .’)‘

| A BOY'S DEEP HATE,

‘The Al Fatah statement said that the ore =

ganization attacked only *Zionist military %
* forces occupying our territory.” :

“It is impossible that g

co_ulq carry out such .a
criminal mission,” ‘it added. -
. In Amman, Yaii_z Hammoudd, .chief .of
iberation ** Organi n' ¥
. (PLO), said the Kennedy trasédf ghn.x;?g:g. ‘r{g
gconnection” with the Arab-lsraeli.confiict- < .
) but resulted froni' Senator -Kenﬁedy’s'.sub«"‘:‘::} .
_port” for the poor, ‘underprivileged, ‘and. |

{.the .Palestine

Negroef. :

>
hd ——
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A SENATOR SLAIN ;

LOS ANGELES

The man accused of the murder of :f
Robert Kennedy is Sirhan Bishara Sir- :"
han, a 24-year-old Jordanian, 8
In a notebook found in Sirhan’s home f
were written these words;  ° ’g
“Kennedy must be assassinated befora ;|
June 5, 1968." 1¢
The date was the first anniversary of '}

‘the start of the Arab-Israeli war, in "

which Arab armies, including Jordan’s, 5

" went down to humiliating defeat. 4

Robert Kennedy spoke out strongly !

. for sending U.S. arms to Israel. He j;
called repeatedly for an end to Jorda- it

nian raids against Israel.

Sirhan-Sirhan was born in Jerusalem |)
when it was an all-Arab city. His name . :
means “wanderer” in Arabic. He came  ,
to this country.as a “permanent resident”
11 years ago, and made no secret of his ,
hatred of Israel and its supporters. He g
was outspoken about this to his friends
in nearby Pasadena, where he lived with i
his mother and two brothers.

Fallen candidate. Early on June 5, i
Sirhan was seized with a smoking Iver .
Johnson 22-caliber pistol in his hands, a |
few feet from the fallen body of Senator
Kennedy in a kitchen corridor of the |
Ambassador Hotel.

In Sirhan’s pocket were a schedule of
Mr. Kennedy's June speaking engage-.
ments, four $100 bills and an article
describing the Senator as a "hawk” in
the Middle East situation,

As Sirhan was_being dragged away.t
he was heaid to shout: )

“I can explain, I did it to save my )
country.” i

John H. Wiedner, operator of a -

. health-food chain where Sirhan worked '«

»

as a stock boy until April, called him %
“a good worker, an honest man.” He
added: . .

“But he had a lot of complexes. He

" claimed when he was young he had seen !

some people, mnybg_‘smne relatives,

—_

V805,
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! nesses, came at 12:15 a.m., on June §

! Death-dealing burst. The assailant,

€ e Gy— et ® . g aa—s e

ingle individual v} .
dangerous and '
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killed by Israelis. Senator Kennedy said |
. the other day he wanted to help Isracl. |
- So I was not surprised. . . .”
. The same theme was voiced by Dr. ;
" Mohammad T. Mehdi, secretary-general
of the Action Committee on American- ,
Arab Relations in New' York. Dr. Mehdi

said Sirhan “may have been inflamed” .
by Senator Kennedy's support for Isracl * .

during his television debate on June 1
with Senator Eugene McCarthy.
Red sympathizer? Los Angeles city

officials said much of the writing in Sir- ¢

han's notebook was critical of the U, S.
and sympathetic to Communism. At one
point in his writings, Sirhan expressed
the desire to go down in history as
starting World War IIE, .

I Two thirds of one page was filled |

with tho anme two wards, repented time
and again: “Kill Kennedy.
Sirhan’s chance, according o cyewit-

i as the Senator was leaving a celebration
.of the Kennedy victory in California’s :
: presidential primary. Mr. Kennedy start- ‘
" ed from the ballroom of the hotel, mov-

: ing through the kitchen passageway on a .
' short cut to a news conference.

; lurking in this corridor, swiftly pumped i
all eight shots of the pistol at point- ;
. blank range at the Senator. Three bullets *
l'sh'uck Mr. Kennedy. Five other bystand- |
ers were wounded. '

Mr. Keunedy fell to the floor. Blood :

pandemonium. There were shricks of
“God, God, not again!” )
. A doctor administered emergency
treatment, A pricst held a rosary to-
ward Mr. Kennedy and the Senator
clutched it, but then a crush of people |
came between,.

Mrs. Ethel Kennedy was literally lifted
over the milling people to her husband’s
. side shortly before he was placed on a
stretcher. '

Mr. Kennedy managed to stammer:

_ “Oh, no, don't lift me,” just before the

a‘t:;bnlance door closed, his wife at his
side.

Roosevelt Grier, giant Negro tackle of
the Los Angeles Rams, grabbed the as-

- sailant, smashed his hand against a steel

———

gerving table, forcing the' gun loose, A
man shouted: “Kill himI® i

‘,
l.
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gushed from his head. The shots brought | :

g ORI AL

T



4
4

TPl PRI VAT SUR -

KENNEDY /USA

(239).

RN i

T

i rohce moved in, hustled the acct;sed!

" " man~he is 5 feet, 5 inches tall and

. weighs 120 pounds—at gunpoint throu

« the lobby of the hotel. People in t%gi
. evowd shouted: “Lynch him, lynch him!”
i The suspect was sullen and silent.

; through the early hours of questioning,: -

' He was identified through the gun,,

: which belonged to a brother, and:.

| through fingerprints.

| For hours, Sirhan refused to speak at
_,‘ all. He was “skin searched” to remove!
~ ! any possible means of suicide. Later,}

! Sirhan was put under a 24-hour guard’

) in a hospital ward at Los Angeles County-,

! central jail, There he was treated for a i

{ broken finger. |

‘ Police Chief Thomas Reddin, remem-

'
t
1
[}

" 'bering the publicity circus surrounding

; the arrest and murder of Lee Harvey
" Oswald 4% years ago, sald Sirhan would '
not be “exposed to the public.”
. "Of Sirhan’s treatment, Mayor Semuel |
. Yorty made this announcement: »
“In accordance with recent decisions |

. " of the U. S. Supreme Court, he has been .,

told many times he does not have to say "

anything, that he can remain silent if he'

chooses.” ]

Thousands of miles from here, in Is- -

. raeli-occupied Jordan, Sirhan Sirhan’s
i father told American newsmen:

“This news made me sick when I,
heard it. If my son has done this dirty -
thing, then let them hang him.” { C 'i
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Editorials and Commentaries:

NEW YORK TIMES, June 6, 1968

IN THE NATION: 'AWFUL EVENT!

By Tom Wicker

WASHINGTON, June 5~--In the dark night of the soul, Scott Fitzgerald
wrote, it is always three o’clock in the morning; and when the news
came to the East at that melancholy hour it truly seemed darker within
than beyond the frightening windows.

Some sought compulsively for a collective response, a sort of
national soul within which to weep, and Gene McCarthy spoke well for
these,

"It is not enough, in my judgment,” he said, "to say that this
was the act of one deranged man, if that is the case. The nation, I
think, bears too great a burden of guilt, really, for the kind of
neglect which has allowed the disposition to grow here in one's own
land, in part a reflection of vidlemce which we have visited upon the

. rest of the world"

ELIMINATING YOUNG LEADERS

Later, in Resurrection City, Ralph Abernathy saw it as something
worse than neglect of social needs. There was bound to be a conspiracy,
he said in bitterness and sorrow, to eliminate the young leaders who
sought justice for the downtrodden, when in a short time Medgar Evers,
John Kennedy, Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy had been struck
down, '

Out in Los Angeles, Charles Evers--who spent yesterday touring
Watts for Bob Kennedy's Presidential campaign--put it a little more
moderately, but no less bitterly. Anyone who spoke up for justice,
he said, had to be prepared for death in a country like this,

When it became known that the young gunman was a Jordanian, the
secretary-general of the Action Committee on American-&rab Relations
immediately claimed this foul deed as a political act which~~although
‘deplorable--was nevertheless understandable,

In the Kennedy-McCarthy debate, Dr, Mohammad T. Mahdi said,
Kennedy had supported the Israeli cause and "it is this disrespect
for the human Arab person which brings about this kind of violence."

Whether the responsibility for the shooting lay with some
disposition toward violence in the American soul, or upon a conspiracy
against justice, or within a seething nationalist fervor, there was
at least one obvious response, and Representative Gerald Ford of
Michigan offered it: '

“Surely there can be no further quibbling about the urgent need
for tougher law enforcement legislation."

It remains to be seen whether those who agree with this will be
willing to include some practical limitation on the purchase and
possession of the kind of handgun with which Robert Kennedy was
assassinated, or the cheap rifle that killed his brother,

Such limitations would not be necessary, of course, if there
could be a favorable and universal response to President Johnson's
prayer that "divisiveness and violence be driven from the hearts of
men everywhere,' :
PURIFICATION RITE

Such a rite of purification may not be expected. No more than the
death of John Kennedy oradicated the murderous instincts of mankind
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will the killing of Robert Kennedy still the bubbling, demonic brew of
life; and the hand that felled him, whether that of zealot, lunatic or
criminal, was finally the hand of Cain.

"Awful event" said the headline of The New York Times above its
story on the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. And in the dark night
of the soul there are always awful events from which there is no escape
in the collective soul, or anywhere else,

Meditating upon the fate of the Greeks at Thermopylae, the poet
Cavafy peered through the blackness at the human ¢ondition:

Honor to those who in their lives

Are committed and guard their Thermopylae.

Never stirring from duty;

Just and upright in all their deeds,

But with pity and compassion too;

Generous whenever they are rich, and when

They are poor, again a little generous,

Again helping as much as they are able;

Always speaking the truth,

But without rancor for those who lie,

And they merit greaser honor

When they foresee (and many do foresee) .

That Ephialtes will finally appear

And in the end the Medes will go through.

v - T e

NEW YORK TIMES, June 7, 1968

WASHINGTON: THE QUALITIES OF ROBERT KENNEDY

By James Reston
WASHINGTON, June 6--In many ways the personal characteristics of Robert
Kennedy were very much like the dominant characteristics of the American
people., We are an ambitious, strenuous, combative, youthful, inconsistent,
abrupt, moralistic, sports-loving, non-intellectual breed, and he was all
these things. Yet, paradoxically, he was running behind for the Presidency
precisely because he exploited and personified these typical American
traits of character, -

The professional politicians, and much of Big Business and Big Labor,

“all of them ambitious,competitive and abrupt men of action themselves, op-

posed him actively. The young, the Negroes and much of the rest of the poor
backed him, all in both categories for the same reason: He was a passion-
ate and pugnacious man who confronted the inevitable and sometimes the
avoidable contradictions of life, and inspired great loyalty and great

fear in the process.

He was not going to make it in this election~-there were too many
powerful forces against him--but this does not prove that he was either
wrong or right., It merely proves that he was more willing than his
party and the rest of the country to throw all his passion and energy into
ending the war in Vietnam and transforming the life of the cities. He
was an all-or-nothing man and he lost everything in the end, but he
was determined to face the terrible dilemma of the war and the cities.,

He was prepared to choose between defeat at home and defeat in Vietnam,
and between Israel and the Arabs, as few politicians and few Americans

' are, and this cost him not only the leadership of his party but his life,

One of the many tragedies of his death is that it occurred just
when he seemed to be regaining confidence in his own power. He lost
it for a while during the agony of his brother’s death., He went through
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a couple of bad years, when he seemed stunned, and stumbled into a
couple of silly and unnecessary COﬂfllCtSo

SPIRITS REVIVED
Even in the early primaries, when he was winning, he sounded strident

and even immature, but, typically, the defeat in Oregon revived his Irish-
ness and he came out of the California struggle with a new sense of purpose
and even serenity.

This was quite apparent in the last hours of his life. He had
that fierce intensity under control. His voice was much calmer in the
last week, He seemed, somehow, to regain both his sense of history and
his sense of humor--and then he was gone.
TARGET OF IRRATIONALITY

Somehow the Kennedys draw the lightning. They seem to be able to save
everything but themselves. Having all the attributes of life most men
desire--good looks, money, power, success, love and even fame--they are
the targets of envy and, to twisted minds, the symbols of the 1nequa11ty
of life.

Killing Robert Kennedy to avenge the hatred of the Arab states for
Israel--if that was the assassin's motive--was a wholly irrational act.
He had nothing to do with Israel's spectacular victory in last year's
war., He had no influence on President Johnson or Secretary of State

Rusk on Middle Eastern policy--or any other policy for that matter. He
was not on his way to the Presidency, where he might have directed
American foreign policy, and he was certainly not the favorite political
darling of the Jews in New York or anywhere else, Yet he is gone,.

Many men succeed in politics by using their worst qualities, and
this applied to Robert Kennedy at the beginning of his legislative
career; but in the end he failed while using the best qualities. It is
all very strange, and for the moment repulsive.

"Politics!" exclained Paul Valery, "At that word I am overcome with
silence . . o I regard the political necessity of exploiting all that
is lowest in man‘'s psyche as the greatest danger of the present time . . .
There[in politics], vibrant and buzzing, are the meddlers, the bores,
the buffoons . o

"Some roar, others whisper in your ear, Some know everything and
are silent., Those who talk know nothing. By a trick of inverted lights,
friends see each other as enemies, fools look impressive to the intelligent. .
I could lose myself at this fantastic Fair, where even arithmetic-~-in fact,
arithmetic especially-~is subject to strange upsets."
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. in the modern*world when men resort to force any-

LNEW YORK TIMES. June 8, 1968]
Eého in the Middle East z‘H

. er»r'me Security, Councnl has postponéd an urgent meet-";.

Z{”e ' this week out of respect for Sendtor Robeit F.' :,:‘
'Kp nedy. The Councnl might more effectively’ honor
nMr: Kermedys memory by moving expeditiously to \ %
Vdeal withrits business at hand—the continuing vnolent £
fxostihty between israel and her:Arab neighbors. P
The failure of the world organization and of the’ ?
Arabs.and Israelis-to find a peaceful solution to the
Middle. East. appears to have been.a primary factor int ”‘3
memSenatOI’s murder. If the U.N, failure persists, that |
a;gas suicidal -enmities may yét envelop the world.: »‘
bnv¥he hian-dccused. of assassinating Senator Kennedy., “g
v&hb had ufged more arms aid foi . Israel, is an embit- ; 't‘{

téréd young. mative of Jordan. The .fatal shots were

L £it#d while efforts to achieve a just peace remained. "3

frugtrated ‘and both sides girded for further. conflict. -,
==Jordan and-Egypt have celebrated a ‘year of imper- )
fect peace with belligerent vows to renew the war. .
Ig¥del's Foreign Minister has spelled out tougher terms .
m ecalculated to help Ambassador Gunnar Jarring in-7
Riss ipatient search for a peaceful solution. And Jordan
g0’ Israel continue to exchange lethal fire across a ,
_much-abused armistice line. Meanwhile, some U.N, %
members seem more intent on exploiting the Middle s}
FAst’s anguish for their own purposes than on promot-" ;
ng a settlement that will offer justice to both sndes
ind"the prospects of lasting peace. ;- L
Senator Kennedy’s murder is a harsh reminder that
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vhere all are thfeatened'everywhere. In recognition’,
of this reality, the United Nations wascreated to find .
ational alternatives to war between Hations. This is'a
fask that in their own self-intefest requires: and
fleserves the cooperation of. all nations, ‘especially
those now adtively: caught up in: the wldemng web of

ntemational violence. . e 102 Tput T
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EDITORTAL
TWO WHO ARE ACCUSED

[NEW YORK TIMES, June 9, 1968]

. All last week, the three widows, their husbands
shot down by assassins, were never far apart - Mrs.
. John F. Kennedy, Mrs. Robert F. Kennedy, Mrs. Martin
Luther King Jr. But what of the assassins?

Lee Harvey Oswald, the alleged murderer of
President John Kennedy, was dead. Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan was being held under maximum security conditions
in the Tos Angeles County Jall under indictment for
the murder of Robert Kennedy. While the Kennedy funeral
was still in progress yesterday morning, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation announced that after a two-month
world-wide manhunt, James Barl Ray, alias Eyric Starvo
Galt, under a murder indictment in Tennessee as the klller
of Dr. King, had been arrested earlier as he tried to
pass through customs in London,

Except for the capacity for _assassination, no common
thread seemed to link the killiers. No one is ever likely
to know Oswald's motive. Ray's motive, if indeed it was
he who killed Dr. King, is still obscure, though there is
speculation that he may have been a hired killer. Since
his disappearance after the slaying, this escaped convict
has traveled widely and he turned up in LondoA y@ﬁ%erday ’
with a loaded revolver and two Canadian passports, one
issued in Ottawa late.in April and the other in Lisbon
three weeks ago.

As for Sirhan, Mayor Sara Yorty of Los Angeles, read-
ing from diaries and letters taken from hlS home, suggested
that he was a fanatic Arab terrorist. "There's a direct
reference," Yorty said, "to the necessity to assassinate
Senator Kennedy before June 5," the date a year ago when
the Israeli-Arab war began.

Whether there was more to it than this may emerge
by the time of Sirhan's trial. During the next few weeks
he will undergo psychiatric examinations in an effort to
probe the personality described by his pastor while he
lived in Jordan as that of "a clever boy - very quick -
but unstable and unhappy.'

~RTCHARD HAMMER
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WASHINGTON POST, June 7, 1968

THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECT

[Editorial] That SEnator Kenmnedy's suspected assassin was born in Jordan,
belonged to the Organization of Arab Students and is evidently deeply
stirred by pro-Arab anti-Israel sentiments, may lead some Americans to
wonder whether there was an official Arab or other conspiratorial hand
in his deed. It cannot be emphasized too strongly that there is not now
the slightest shred of evidence to indicate so. On the contrary, the

. evidence suggests the murderer was a man acting only upon his own

intense grievances and warped impulses. We say this in the expectation
that all available information bearing on the question will in time
become known.

Meanwhile, those who are attempting to exploit the Arab link for a
political purpose--either to demean the Arabs or to demonstrate the |
folly of American support for Israel--are guilty of a mischievous
cynicism., They serve neither the memory of Senator Kennedy nor the
continuing American interest in peace in the Middle East.
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", ilar assault on its system of justice and they took

" state’s Attorney General, and the Attorney General

. In a time of lawlessness, it is all the more vital for

~tragedy of President Kennedy’s assassination with }

" Sam Yorty, who seems {o have learned from Dallas

Py +
st bt

WASHINGTQN PO, 1968]
.’&’amperzng f%th ‘.?ustz

Among the words uttered by those around Sen- .
ator Kennedy just after that fatal moment in Los
Angeles Tuesday night were, “We don’t want an=
other Oswald.” These people were well aware of
how the Dallas Police Department compounded the

its casual handling of Lee Harvey Oswald. They *
did not wish the Nation to go through another sim-’

the first steps to make sure that it did not by -
providing physical protection for the suspect. .
With ome spectacular’ exception, everyone else --
connected with the tragedy in Los Angeles—
friends, policemen, officials, newsmen—have kept
that and the other lessons of Dallas clearly in mind. °
That one exception is the Mayor of Los -Angeles,

only how to get publicity for himself.
Despite reminders from his Chief of Police, his

of the Unitad States, Mr. Yorty has already added
substantial complications te the trial of Sirhan Sir-’
han. His statements about the certainty of Mr. Sir-
han’s guilt and about the motivation for.the crime,
add immeasurably to the argument, certain to be
made at the trial, that an unprejudiced jury can-
not be selected to judge Sirhan. As a lawyer,,
Mayor Yorty ought to have known better., As a
publie official, he had a responsibility to act more -

wisely. i
. Mr. Yorty has defended his actions on the ground ;
[

e

o

that he has provided information the public has a
right to know. But little he has said has been
aimed at giving the public the information it needs ,|
and many of his comments fit peculiarly well i
with the political views he has long tried to ad-
vance. k|

The actions of the Los Angeles Police Depart- i
ment stand in sharp contrast with those of Mayor °
Yorty. It has protected the suspect carefully and
kept him out of sight. It has provided the basic
information the public needed to know but it has -
refused to divulge additional evidence. It has re-
frained from discussing Mr. Sirhan in terms more
“specific than “suspect.” It has apparently made }
sure that his rights under the Constitution were ,
fully protected. Chief Reddin and his men, intent *
upon doing their job without worrying about a pub-
lic demonstration of their excellence, have learned
the lessons of Dallas,

" It is vitally important that those lessons be fol-
Iowed. Mr. Sirhan is entitled to the same fair trial
before an impartial jury that every person accused
of crime in this country is entitled to. He is en-
titled to be regarded only as a suspect until that
trial occurs, regardless of the evidence against him.
Above all, of course, he must receive whatever pro-
tection is necessary to ensure that he stands trial.
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. 2 Nation to live within its laws.
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. [WASHINGTON POST]

Mideast Smnce
fs Not Aﬁected

By Chalmers M Roberts
+ Washington Post Staff Writer

Last Saturday, as the Kennedy funeral
1" train was proceeding to Washington, an
% official of the Israeli Embassy here’

mailed out a ' mimeographed “back-

ground” sheet which begins with the
;. statement that “political assassmation i
.has become an established ;method m {

5 the Arab countrjes »

- This apparent effort to take politlcal
" advantage of the fact that a Jordanian--
born man is accused of killing Senator :
Kennedy goes on to document the argu- |
.. ment by listing ten leaders in six Arab na-
" tions who have been murdéred in the .
. Past 20 years. It notes that “this year "
; alone, attempts were made on the lives .
- of Presulent Boumedienne of Algeria,*,
. President’ Nasser of Egypt, and former ‘
f President Camille Chamoun:of Lebanon.”

\
“% “In the absence of any evidence of an‘,
Arab government conspiracy to assassi-
nate Sen. Robert TF. XKennedy, thlSc
effort by an Israeli diplomat to add to
~anti-Arab feeling in this country may
.""strike soie people as a bit extreme. But }
y-it is not all that surprising, when you ¢
u consider ‘the facts of American and
- Israeli political 1life. Israel remains i
! heavily dependent on American moral
support in its continuing confrontation’
with the Arab world. And in election ,
years there is all the more incentive for : by
- the Israelis and their more passionate
A Amencan supporters to try to nail down ,f
«a_policy .of firm American support. N
American political candidates, for -
tl;eir part, are never unaware that sup-
" port for Israel is a popular stance. -
BEFORE THE Senator's assassination
the American Israel Public Affairs Com-~,
, mittee had asscmbled, and published in-
the May issuc of The Near East Report,
. * stalements on American policy toward
l\‘ ‘Irsacl by the then five leading presi- ®
dential candidates. In alphabetical or- .
* der there are statements by Hubert H. ."!
\ Humphrey, Robert F. Kennedy, Eugtne -
¢+ J. McCarthy, Richard M. Nixon and Nel-
. son A, Rockefeller, . .
The five essentially agreed, as the !
’ » Report noted, that “there is a U.S. com-
+  mitment to the preservation of Israel”
* and that “Israel should receive military
,' assistance from the Unted States.”
Cynical American politicians long ..
have noted that there are no Arab votes
of consequence in this Nation whereas .
the much sought after Jewish vote and
financlal support is often of critical im- ¢
portance in such cities as New York and
Los Angeles.
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: This reporter can recall Secretaxy of
.:, State Dulles saying he once checked
\*, with Republican politicians before issu- _,
s+, ing what might have been construed as
a pro-Arab statement. He was assured,
he said, that the then Republican candi- -
, date for mayor of New York had’ 1o -
‘.‘,' chance of election and thus what the "
« Secretary might say would make no dxf« f
. fetence.." Crag N .
hd MR . . ¥ ""
E : ’ “' - m ’ J‘ - :'
n* IS /A FACT that Israeli leaders’
Jfreely come as official visitors to theq
“ -.Umted States but that no Americam(
D President has felt able to invite Nassers &
” to this country though he is the miost
I important Arab.leader. President Ken- .
i nedy tried to strike a dialogue with Nas-
"r ser with an éxtensive exchange of let-
ters. President Eisenhower did sce:
?_ Nasser but only under cover of the
Egyptian leader’s’ visit to the United”
77 Nations. . | K
;ﬁ The State Depart.ment long has been
i charged by pro-Israeli Americans with, -
7" being pro-Arab. The Arabists at State .
f contend they want only an even-handed |
' polity and that only the interests of
% American oil companies provide them.'
’)‘ with any real support. ’

§,§ There now is an obvious danger that 3
i* ibecause Senator Kennedy's alleged as- .
--Sassin came from an Arab family the,
imbalance in American attitudes will tip\
: éven further on the Israeli side .
) B
- SENATOR XKENNEDY'S views, as-
» given in The Near East Report, not only
» backed, Israel’s “right to live”-and the ..
i sale of ~Jet aircraft to Isracl to create “a
balance of forces”' He also said the,
' *United States “should not be rigid or
+* dogmatic with even the most recalcitrant
" Arab nations. For they too can be en-
. «couraged to seek a peaceful coexistence
" with thelr Arab 'meighbérs and with
¢ Israel” .

" The extent to which Amenc:m attl-

.y tudes on the Arab-Israel conflict, ot
Senator Kennedy's, public statemcnts :
about Israel, affected the accused assas-
. sin is for the courts to discover. The fact
that the accused Is an Arab by birth is
no reason, however, for further inflam-
ing American attitudes or attempting t6
influence the policy of the United -
States Government, ' .
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" T[WASHINGTON POST dJune 17, 1968]

- Bunm and Faucet

: Release of the testimony submitted before the .
Los Angeles County Grand Jury on the circum-
- stances surrounding the assassination of ‘Senator
Robert F. Kennedy raises two important issues.
On the one hand, it must be conceded that the
information divulged by the Grand Jury report,
given to the press as a matter of routine in Cali-
fornia, supplied the public with answers to many
. aspects of tlie crime. Some of them involved §
details likely to put the public mind more at rest i
and to satisfy the citizenry that authorities are -
pursuing the case with great diligence and skill.
. * In the case of public crimes of this character this
* ' involves more than the mere gratification of ..
* morbid curiosity and relates to the tranquillity of
* the country. These facts, of course, would have .
_ been forthcoming in the court room later and .
the question of whether or not delay would have
allowed a .dangerous disquiet to persist in the .
. country is not readily answered. There is no doubt .
‘ that the accounts furnished by the press and the’
+ television and radio have been followed with
the utmost interest by the- people generally.
E On the other hand, the disclosures of the Grand
t . Jury testimony make a mockéry of the measures .
i
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k,” . taken by pohce officials to withhold information -
that mlght be prejudicial to the man accused of -
the crime. To stop up the mouths of pohcemen,
lawyers and officials and to permit the dissemina-:
tion of the Grand Jury report, is busting-out the -

‘. bung and boggling at the drip of the faucet.

- - This mass of information, conjecture and esti-
mates, elicited from every available source, ex-.:
tracted from every known witness to the event 5
itself and from persons with the most peripheral * 1
knowledge, presented without the precaution of : 4

< cross examination or defense objection, must strike’ L l
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. a scrious blow at the aim of the Reardon re-
strictions. P
The Grand Jury's action may convince some
N people that what has been done will seriously z
v diminish the presumption of innocence with which .
accused persons are supposed to go into court
: and compound the difficulty of finding a: jury d
* " without knowledge of the case tending to impair "‘
its impartiality. P H
It may convince others that in a world of rapid
communication it is not possible to ‘maintain a j
v - universal ignorance of major cases by silencing .y
police, lawyers, public men, court officials and
the press without taking risks a free society should '
not be asked to take. And this conviction, in turn, -
raises new doubts about the validity of the legal . -
fiction that a fair trial cannot take place except
in a vacuum of public information.
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EDITORIAL SENATOR KENNEDY
[CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 7, 1968]

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's passing is a distinct loss
to the United States. Like his assassinated brother,
the late President John F. Kennedy, the Senator had an
intense preoccupation with the major problems facing his
country and a high degree of ability to arouse such
interest 1n others.

Apart from the profound personal loss felt by his
family, and to whom this newspaper sends ite deepest
sympathy, all Americans sorrow at the abrupt and brutal
ending of one of the most interesting and successful
political careers in many years. The loss will seenm
particularly pungent to large numbers of young people
who had come to feel that in Senator Kennedy they had
found a politician sharply attuned to their new and
evolving outlook on national and world problems.

The feeling of shock will far transcend the
national borders of his homeland. For Senator Kennedy,
both because of the affection in which his brother was
held abroad and because of the breadth of his own
activities, was in some lands the most popular American
political figure. His assassination, like that of his
brother, will cause large numbers of Asians, Africans,
and Europeans to feel that they have lost a man who,
they felt, had shown more than a merely passing interest
in their own problems.

Senator Kennedy's short but brilliart career wag, of
course, also a highly controversial one. Just as he
aroused intense support, so he brouglt forth an equally

intense opposition. Seldom have the mental characteristics

of a candidate for the presidency been more heatedly
debated than have Senator Kennedy's. What some called a
passionate desire to serve, others termed overweening
ambition. What some saw as intense dedication to ideals,
others viewed as ruthlessness.

It is unfortunate that the Senator's assassination
should have so cloge a connection with the continued
tragedy of the Middle East. That situation, even before
this latest event, aroused the deepest bitterness and

produced the most acrid recriminations. It would compound

the tragedy, not help solve it, if the assassin's origin
were allowed to weaken American’ determination to push for
a Jjust and lasting solution to the Middle Eastern crisis.

Although no longer here to push for them himself,
Senator Kennedy's efforts to bring new thought and new
vigor to the solution of great national problems will
continue to be felt.
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VIGILANTE JURIES
[ CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, June 20, 1968]
EDITORIAL

"They caught him with the gun in his hand, what
more do thev want?"

This remark, overheard in a neighborhood store,
points up an all too widespread impatience with the
formal legal processes for determining the guilt or
innocence of suspects in highly publicized crimes.

The specific object of the above remark was Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan, accused assailant of Sén. Robert F.
Kennedy. .

There have been similar but more damaging public

statements made assuming Sirhan's guilt. These can, on

. the one hand, interfere with giving the accused a fair
trial. On"the .other, they can undermine confidence in
our court system which is vitally needed at this moment
of national change and unrest.

The first such statement, by Los Angeles' Mayor
Yorty, was.carried by major TV networks only hours after
the tragic event. The Mayor crudely spoke out about
the suspect without regard for the likelihood he might
prejudice future Jjurors. The presence of mind of news-
casters, NBV's Edwin Newnan for one, in countering the
Mayor's remarks was commendable.

Another unfortunate statement, also reaching millions
of TV viewers, was aired on Johnny Carson's "Tonight"
show. Novelist Truman Capote, no authority on crime -
despite the wide sales of his book "In Cold Blood", led
his hosts through a labyrinth of speculation about the
assassionations of President Kennedy, the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., and Senator Kennedy. He said
the acts may have been intended to disrupt the nation-
the so-called "Manchurian Candidate" theory, not :
original with him. He said flatly that Sirhan was the
slayer of Senator Kennedy, but that James Earl Ray was
not the assassin of Dr. King.

The entire discussion was utterly in bad taste.
The New York Times TV critic was just in his charge:
"If the country disapproves of individuals physically
taking the law into thelr own hands, then it can no
less frown on individuals intellectually doing the same."
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o Lettexs To The Editor:

[WASHINGTON POST]
P [JuneQ 1968]

1y

i'v In The Washington Post of .

June 7, we note that.at page -
+ A8, column 6, you state that
the Organization of Arab Stu- _
- dents has denied reports that
v Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was
ever a member of the Organ-
ization, We appreciate very
much this accurate report by -
' your newspaper.
- On the editorial page of the
same issue, however, is an ed-
{ itorial which states as a fact
., that “Senator Kennedy’s sus-
" pected assassin” was born in
+ Jordan and “belongs to the
i Organizatxon of Arad Stu-
“dents.” The balance of the ed-
, itorial accurately points out
that there is not “the slightest
; 'shred of evidence” to indicate
~ “official Arab or other con-
- gpiratorial hand” in the assas. - |
¢, sination. Your editorial, while '
t, apparently deploring- any pos-.
;¢ sible 'anti-Arab sentiment, in
Qfact promotes such sentxment
“by including the misstatement
'?'Of fact concerning the sus-
f pect’s membership in our Or.
% ganlzation,

-~ WALID KHADDURI,

Vlce Prcsldcnt. Omanixntlou of

-t

e G g

S

~

Y ts in the UBA and -
P annda. '
y Washington o .
()\» T 2T R ~.;o~y.p.)ve“v evsi 3

"'%'r 03 ki < g
PR Y *mf Rk

2025 RELEASE UNDER E‘;o."141' 76

- vt . P

. e e X



KENN EDY/ USA

NEW YORK TIMES. :
[June lO, 68] §

Generahzmg Blame ,;
To the Editor:

Throughout your June 6 edi-
tion I read about the suspect
being.an Arab and Jordanian
with the unfortunate implica-"
tion that this beastly act had
some connection with the Arab-
Israeli conflict. Althoth it may*
he correct to assumel/that this !
tragic conflict and the Palestine *
problem which preceded it, tg+ §

- gether with the political dis-?
cussion of it in our primaries, ,
mnght have warped the assass’
sin’s mind, I was disturbed to !

" hear on the streets of New.i
* York many. statements agamst'
the Arabs which could have :
})een prompted by your head- '
ine.

. We have witnessed much*

. madness and violence recently, *

. but certainly we cannot, and

+ should not, generalize the guilt. -:

. neither toward the people of s
- Jordan and the Arabs because
of this most recent tragedy nor
to the people of Tennessee or ’
-, Texas and of the South because
of the equally mad events sur-
rounding the assassinations of
Dr. King and Presidents Ken-

_ nedy and Lincoln.

This sort of generalization ;

. only gencrates more hatred !
which only breeds more vio-
lence, This is precisely what:
Senator Kennedy, like his
brother and President Lincoln
and Dr. King, devoted his life
to prevent,

' Certainly King Hussein of
Jordan, having stood beside his
grandfather, King Abdullah,

- when he was assassinated by
- the same sort of warped mind,
and has been threatened since,

_ perhaps due to the same his-
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torical cause, knows how hatesnt

LV

‘1‘
and suspicion can breed multis B -

plied violence. The statements™iii
of the Jordan Government and’“""»‘

of King Hussein on this most.™=

tragic event which you prmtedl‘,'.;."':_»

T am sure, speak for the peoplcs’ -
of all the Arab .countries. i
As an American who servcdr .'-

. in the Kennedy Admxmstrahonw e.,
as a member of the U.S, Misaszia:
sion to the U.N, and has livedni;> A,
and worked in the Arab world, n.;"

oil’

and who was a friend and sup«i,u.1-

porter of Senator Kennedy andiuna

is a friend of King Hussein,umig

urge your paper and the peo-n4
ple of the United States to re=isvos
frain from implying or casting: %!
general blame. Only more mal-=" -"({
ice, more harm and greatet“"‘ X
tragedy can resuit. -""‘
HuGH D. AUCHINCLOSS Jt‘j“' !
. Presxdenﬁ“ ,‘,"
The Holy Land Center, In¢.. ~.3

New York, June 6, 1968

.
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"[NEW YORK TIMES]
[June 10, 1968]

y o \;r‘ a«m«::,
Guilt ReJected i
To the Editor: : RtLhe

. The unreasoned hysteria of“T"
" guilt and self-revulsion appar-‘*“':‘ .
. ent in the many statements of"" s
- our political leaders and editos 2.
rial writers blaming the murder, ;:;‘.'
- .of Robert F. Kennedy upon the~s -,
“sickness” in American socxety.,..,; !
‘reveals ' more panic thanagg
thought. . __g-___—‘.
The hard facts now known _ ‘'
about the assassin (Times, June:k",’
_ 6) leaves no room for doubf, )
‘that the murder was purelythe® i
; act of a Jordanian “patriot” in , ..
: bringing to, the ,soil of the {
. United States the war which,in %
through El Fatah and like or- w3
ganizations, Nasser and Hussein* ¢
are conducting against Israel™ ~
and all who speak for ifs nght
to exist.
The assassin’s act was noth3
ing more or less than the vio<
lent manifestation of what Drs "
M. T. Mehdi, secretary general”.:
{'of the Action Committee on™v..
American- Arab Relations, de- Sy
! clared it to be—*his behavior ,',;1 .
reflects the frustration of many w.s; -
fArabs with American polit;—,,.r,, H
; cians.’ reag .
. It was totally unrelated to<in:
.socnal unrest created by thefisr
gnevances of minority groups =i"3
“in thig country, and the assag-i*i;
- sin’s motivation and act would"
.have been the same even {f no Pl
« such unrest existed, L
:+  To blame the murder of Rob~ i
ert F, Kennedy, by a foreign
}“patriot,” upon a sickness of.-
the American people Is without, r'a
:justification in fact and does. e - '
this_country the gravest diss
servnce here and abroad.
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% JEROME Wamsrzmn. k
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NEW YORK TIMES, June 13, 1968

SCREENING IMMIGRANTS
. ’ To the Editor:

We have enough blind, homegrown hatred in this country without
importing more each month, I refer to immigrants from Arab countries such
as Jordan and Egypt, where hatred is tantamount to a national policy,
indeed almost a religion. The tragic killing of Senator Kennedy, allegedly
by one consumed with such anti-Semitic hatred, should serve as a red
flag for our immigration policies.

Let us cut off this immigration from Arab countries, which amounts
to several thousand a year, making exceptions only for those in preference
categories, involving the reuniting of families and the like. There are
plenty of others from poor countries who would be glad to take their
places. '

No, the United States has no right to be holier-than-thou., But at
“ least in this country hatred is not an article of faith, encouraged by
the national govemmment., At the very least, Arab immigrants should be

thoroughly screened.
Rice Odell

Washington, June 6, 1968

LR e p—

[NEW YORK TIMES.

 June 14, 1968] i . ‘

" e ';z”“ " "

‘ : Sirhan as Symbol ° o [INEW YORK TIMES]
"To the Editor: i) ' [June 16, 1968)

. The tragedy in Los Angeles - ba, o Ao
brought Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, . . . e el . * R
*whose guilt or innocence rests .. dence in as many years. His ¥ PO ) s

, in the hands of the court, into independence never came. } £0 Mideast Link® =™
" the news. : i After five brethren Arab coun- To the Editor: )

i, " Regardiess of any connection * i tries invaded his country in de- ; *“The festering conflict in the ’
between the tragic event of - fiance of a UN. resolution giv- 3 Middle East produces still an-
June 5 and Sirhan’s political . ing it its independence (as 3 other innocent victim, this one’
views, the latter have been ¢ binational federation), two of © . by June 5th.” How man v more

. ‘forced into the public arena. - j them, Egypt and Jordan, occu- :liv{s will be sacrificed in the

t  Sirhan typifies another trag- \t pied part of it. The latter an- .« o000 10 vcen two rights? +
cdy, the Arab tragedy. Born in | nexed its spoil of war unilat- rstrugg gais:

Once again the cost of hatred }
exceeds the price of peace,

* heavy though it must weigh on
both proud nations.

Arab and Israeli alike may
yet relinquish pride for the..
sake of peace, even as they jylow
lavish courage in the cause of
war. The memory of Robert
Kennedy will thereby be

e

Jerusalem in 1944, he witnessed . [ erally in 1950, but gave its
the emergence of four Middle - inhabitants voting rights, part. -
Eastern countries into indepen- . nership in the Government and

P,

¢ integrated it economically.

~ Egypt, on the other hand,

.~ gave none of these, and main-

‘- tained a suppressive rule over

; the land it occupied. Yet many .
young Palestinian Arabs wor-

[
i

e  ad

+ ship the Egyptian oppressor and
violl)ently denounce the by far blessed. JAcoB NEUSNER:
lesser of the two evils—the Jor- & . Professor of Religious Studies
danian monarch. : o ., Brown University

¥ “The Arabs’ tragedy is their '-,;" - Providence, June 6, 1968
failure to distinguish true friends o

. from false. BoAz AVITZUR N
(SR Bethlehem, Pa,, June 8, 1968
Viaee o .y P R

bippiacne o nvecaidn Lo e S S MR 1 24 o B
z LI - SR
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KENNEDY /USA (254)

OUR READERS WRITE _
[ CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 15-17, 1968]

KENNEDY AND MIDEAST
To The Christian Science Monitor:

As we condemn the act of Senator Kennedy's accused
assassin and mourn the death of the young Senator, we
must not permit his death to become a tragic waste.

To paraphrase a statement by James Reston concerning
the aftermath of Dr. King's assassination, it seems the,
nation is appalled by the death of Senator Kennedy. But
the nation is not appalled at the causes which forced
the young Palestinian refugee to shoot the Senator.

- Sirhan Sirhan is a Christian Palestinian refugee
“whose people had been either killed, or expelled or ™
subjugated by the Zionist Jews. It was morally wrong on
the part of Senator Kennedy to submit to the pressure
of the Zionists and promise sending 50 jet fighters to
Israel so that more Israeli Jews might kill more of Sirhan's
people and occupy more of Sirhan's homeland.

And so as we condemn Sirhan's act, we must condemn
the Zionist pressures which forced Senator Kennedy to
support Israel wrongly against the Arabs. Senator Kennedy
is in a very real sense an indirect victim of’ Zionism.

The Senator was morally wrong; Sirhan was legally
wrong.

This is not a justification of Sirhan's act; it
is only an explanation. But Sirhan's act is not an
ordinary case of murder: it is a political act and
political assassination. Hence traditional legal devices
and legal remedies cannot adequately provide proper
defense for the accused.

One basic problem which is now very ev1dent is the
fact that Zionist Jews are very strong in América whereas
the Christian and Moslem people of Palestine have no
strength or any voice in American politics. The power
and strength of the two parties being unequal, we suggest
the application of equity as a device to meet the
immediate problem.

To this end, the major presidential candidates
should set a moratorium on the discussion of the Arab-
Israe11 conflict for the duration of the campaign. Under
the terms of the moratorium, the candidates will refrain
from injecting the Arab-Israeli conflict in the debate
in order to bid for the existing Jewish vote at the
expense of the nonexisting Palestinian Arab vote.

The moratorium will not abridge freedom of speech.
The moratorium is g voluntarily imposed self-restraint
and a temporary inJunction to prevent greater evil.

The greater evil is the threat to the future of America
in the Middle East which is more important than the
fortunes of any polatlcal party or presi"entlal

candidate. —
M. T. Mehdl, Secretar«-General, o
The Action Committee ‘'n American-
New York &rab Relatlons %
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-
The Senator was morally ',

" wrong; Sirhan was legally wrong.

[NEW YORK TIMES]
Dune 18, 1968]
]

Sirhan’s Act
To the Editor:
As we condemn the act of
Senator Kennedy's accused as-
sassin and mourn the death of
-the young Senator, we must not
‘permit his death to become a
tragic waste,
To paraphrase a statement

by James Reston conceming the -
aftermath of Dr. King's assassi-
nation, it seems the nation is
appalled by the death of Sena-
tor Kennedy. But the- nation is
not appalled at the causes which
forced the young Palestinian
refugee to shoot the Senator.
Only by. examining the causos
that led to the assassination
shall we have given proper

~ homage to the victim of those
. forces. .

Sirhan Sirhan is a Christian
 Palestinian refugee whose peo-

ple have either been killed or
; expelled or subjugated by the

. Zionist Jews. It was morally

<

wrong on the part of Senator .

Kennedy to submit to the pres-
sure of the Zionists and prom-
ise sending fifty jet fighters to
" Isracel so that more Israeli Jews
might kill more of Sirhan’s peo-
ple and occupy more of Sirhan’s
. homeland.
. And so as we condemn Sir-
* han’s act'we must condemn the
Zionist pressures which forced

Senator Kennedy to support Is- -

rael wrongly against the Arabs.

Senator Kennedy is in a very

real sense an indirect vxctxm of
« Zionism. )

Vbes padend e

sk

»
- ’ L.
vy ¢ -z »

This is not a justification of -

. Sirhan's act; it is only an expla- :

nation. But Sirhan’s act is not |
an ordinary case of murder: it
is a political act and political
assassination. Hence traditional =
legal devices and legal reme-
_dies cannot adequately provide -
"proper defense for the accused.

One basic problem which is
-now very evident is the fact
that Zionist Jews are very strong

¥y

.

Yoo amgn

‘ in America, whereas the Chris« :

tian and Moslem people of Pal-
estine have no strength nor any ,
voice in American politics. The,",
power and strength of the two,
parties being unequal, we sug- -
gest the application of equity 'n
as a device to meet the imme-
diate problem. B
Equity will be served if the -
discussion of the Arab-Israeli °
" conflict is kept out the Presi-
dential campaign debates. This «
~will not abridge the First !
Amendment and it will be a;
case: of temporary self-imposed ’
injunction. The Supreme Court ,E
has sanctioned many such tem- ¢
porary limitations of freedom., :
. M/ T. MEHDI !
) . Secretary General
The Action Committee on '
- American-Arab Relations :

" New York, June 11,1968 .
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' [NEW YORK TIMES]
. [June 19, 1968]

Source of erhan s

Hatred
* To the Editor?
. HughD. Auchincloss Jr.’s June

., Arabs from any responsibility
or connection with the assassi-

nation of Senator Kennedy., He -

* ignores the malicious falsehoods
"of Arab leaders, the Arab press
- and radio, which have been
‘planting implacable hatred for
 Israel and her friends in tha
.. hearts of the Arab people.

¥ There seems to be no limit ta

the fantasy of their inventions, '

" They cooked up the idea that
'+ the assassination was a Zionist
~ plot to injure the Arab reputa-
- tion. And during last year's war
+ the Arab people were told that
the United States had inter-
»* vened to give victory to Israel.
- Sirhan was impelled to do his
¢ foul deed by his hatred for any-
" one who was friendly to Isracl.
" Can there be any doubt where
tlus hatred came from? .
Jacos J. LrissoN
Halcott Center, N, Y,

EZTIRN

10 letter tries to exonerate the

- June 11, 1968
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NEW YORK TIMES, June 21, 1968

TO PROMOTE DIALOGUES
To the Editor:

The June 18 letter of M.T., Mehdi, secretary general of the Action
Aommittee on American-Arab Relations, appears to be the beginning of a
campaign to convert the discussion of the assassznatlon of Senator
Kennedy into an anti-Israel diatribe.

Mr. Mehdi makes the outrageous assertion that '"Senator Kennedy
is in a very real sense an indirect victim of Zionism," Sirhan's act
is seen as the result of the alleged misdeeds of "Zionist Jews" and
therefore 'political." This is not the place to go into the rights
and wrongs of the Middle East. Readers of The Times, I am sure, know

who is responsible for initiating the war.

What is so disturbing is that if we follow Mr. Mehdi's logic no
candidate for high office could speak out on a controversial foreign-
policy issue--such as the war in Vietnam, the coup in Greece or the
Nigerian civil strife--without risking assassination by the partisans
of those whom he oproses. This means the end of civilized dialogue.

It is a massive disservice to the memory of Senator Kennedy to
assert that his views on Israel resulted from the '"pressure of
Zionists,'" From personal experience I know how sincerely the late
Senator was concerned for the furture safety of Israel. These feelings
were the result of deeply held convictions. To say, as does Mr. Mehdi,
that the Senator's views were a submission to pressure is insulting to
the memoxy of an unusual public servant.

Mr. Mehdi's letter illustrates the tremendous obstacles facing those
who seek peace.in the Middle East, The Israelis know from fist hand
that the Arabs' irrationalism and implacable hostility make negotiations
and dialogue apparently impossible, What is so painful and heart-braaking
is that these hatreds have now been imported into the United States
and directed against our political leaders. They have done enough harm
in the Middle East. We do not need them here.

SEYMOUR SIEGEL

Professor of Theology
Jewish Theological Seminary
New York, June 18, 1968
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® S .
’ W gﬁlﬁ 19' ii ’
1 [yEY YO TOMES.
! Arabs’ Stance Decried. 5
- To the Editor: 5
l, . I write as one who has lived Y
z in Arab countries and who is .
" sympathetic to their cause vis- 7
a-vis Israel. I therefore feel .
! . constrained to answer M. T. .
,' Mehdi’s ill-considered and mud-
- dled Jetter [Times, June 18}. .-
; . Senator Kennedy was murs »
¢ dered, and only twisted logic e
+ turns the murder into a pri-:"
1. marily “pohtlcal act and politi«~ e
; cal assassination” The ac- % e
3 cused’s “(.lefense" isin t}&e‘siam? . [WASH POST
> traditiona processes and “legal *:
[ remedies” he tragically by- |} . June 25: 19681*-».."
° ’ ¢, passed. s di i -, g’” }
' > . Mr. Mehdi’'s distinction be- : ¢
! tween Senator Kennedy's being 3 i Defense of a People :
+ “morally wrong” and Sirhan .? f‘ I would like to protest thev‘
. .. " being “legally wrong,” with its, ;“‘ { statement by Philip G. Kay
r unfortunate implication that the,. that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan °
1+ accused may not have been,,; was an Arab in thought, word ',
b pnmax‘xly morally wrong, is ., ~and deed as well. It is unfair, ;
- another example of warped ., Y unjust and -unintelligent o .
’ i. logic. To place the indirect . condemn an entire group of
v blame for a disturbed individ- ,;, { people for an action of one of
s ual's act of murder on . ‘ ’g:si memlilers, iI‘lO matter how -
t “Zionism” is a delusion—a poor - einous the-crimg. “
w attempt to rationalize the irra- '.‘t . MARGARET E. g\'AR.NER. o
‘ ¥ tional. -‘;1 Washmgton. 3 L
. 4 The letter's confusing request '~ é* R e -t

" that “equity” would be served ;
if discussion of the Arab-Israeli 7
problem was kept out of the.
Presidential campaign is ridicu- "
Jous because objective discus. .. !
sion might ultimately lead to-
. ward a solution of the conflict, ./
N Mr. Mehdi’s letter is also ill- ,-,
. timed durmg a period when !

MRS

~

f communications media are cuf- -
i*, tailing speculation on the ac- ,'
{-cused in order to insure him -
" a fair trial, kX
»+  Neither Mr. Mehdi nor 17
«.-speaks for the Arab world,

. which held President Kennedy .
, and his family in the highest
< esteem, and I hope Americans
»* will. realize this, . 1
]

' DIRCK WESTERVELT -*
ko Schenectady, June 19, 1968
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OUR READERS WRITE - : g o
| [CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. June 26, 1968]

'KENNEDY AND MIDEAST'
To The Christian Science Monitor: :

M. T. Mehdd wrltes in a recent Monitor that "Sen.
Robert Kennedy was . morally wrong" to urge that 50 jet
fighters be sent to Israél, and that Sirhan Sirhan was
"legally wrong" (Mr. Sirhan is the accused assassin of
the Senator).

Senator Kennedy was neither legally nor morally
wrong in voicing his opinion about an aspect of the
Middle East conflict. He was merely exer01sing his right
as a senator and candidate to state his views. If
American political leaders must refrain from any comment
which might irk expatriates from other lands - and
possibly even provoke them to the crime of assassination
then the political dilemma for American office-holders
and seekers will be dire indeed.

Mr. Mehdi's rémar¥Ks echo sentiments which have
been expressed by ¢ertain other Arab apologists (?) since
the Kennedy assassination. It should be noted, however, . ,
that King Hussein's statesmanly message of condolence was '
not marred by recriminations of any kind. ‘

As Secretary-General of the Action Committee on
American-Arab Relations, Mr. Mehdi has done his cause a
very poor service indeed -~ unless worsening of such
ties is his aim.

Boston David Jay

.To The Christian Science Monitor:-

M. T. Mehdi's letter of anti-Jewish twisted thoughts _
1s a new low in decades of a hate campaign by demagogues __.._
in the Middle East. An Arab killed Senator Kennedy, ot
after hearing all his life that he was supposed to hate
Israel and any one who had a kind word for it.

God Almighty set aside the Holy "Ldrnid for Abraham
and his heirs and Mehdi's rantings in the splrlt of .

Hitler cannot unwrite the Bible or the desftiny of man-
kind to see Israel bloom. His ugly letter brings shame
on his propaganda outfit, the Action-Committee on
American-Arab relations.

As a Christian American, I repudiate Mehdi and
his workers. , - . ‘

Tempe, Ariz. Howard Dean 1
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To The Christian Science Monitor:

Dr. M. T. Mehdi, head of the Arab propaganda
organization in New York, displays unprecedented
presumption when he calls on the four major presidential
candidates "to set a moratorium for the duration of the
campaign on the discussion of the Arab-Israell conflict
so that there would be no need for any candidate to bid
for the Jewish vote." He also besmirches the name of
the late Sen.. Robert F. Kennedy by accusing him of
having bowed to the Jewish vote,

Understandably Sirhan's Jordanian origin has severely
discomfited the Arab world, and the hoary canard of a
"Zionist plot" already has been trotted out. But, perhaps
just this once, out of respect to the Kennedy family,
even Arab propagandists could call a moratorlum on their
desperate absurdities.

Brookline, Mass. Abraham Frank

To The Christian Science Monitor:

I believe Dr. Mehdi (Secretary-General, Action
Committee on American Arab Relations in his recent
letter) is wrong in ascribing anti-Arab feelings in the
United States to Zionist political pressure. By his
own rhetoric he shows that acceptance of violence, that
willingness to destroy that has so alienated the American -
people from the Arab cause. Can Dr. Mehdi believe that
the American people could support leaders who every day
promise to annihilate Israel and "kill every last Jew°
Can Dr. Mehdi believe that any American political leader

g will acquiesce to the threat of murder?

If Dr. Mehdi believes that the killing of Senator
Kennedy was a political crime, then he should expect
political consequences.

Dr. Mehdi's letter is horrifying to me because he
treats Senator Kennedy's death in the same tone as we
might treat equal time for presidential candidates. It
annihilation of the Jews is necessary for a polltical
solution," then it must be. If Senator Kennedy is an
Israell by sympathy, then he too should be destroyed.

In speaking of the American interest in the Middle East,
Dr. Mehdi seems as unable to distinguish between the
importance of oil and human life as were he Nazis unable
to value people over soap.

Storrs, Conn. Joseph Shannon
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[NEW YORK TIMES. k o
June 27, l9 8]

Sirhan’s Cause 5
3

To the Editor:

M. T. Mehdi, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Action Committee’ i
on American-~Arab Relations, |
* makes everything clear, The oo
_wanton murder of Senator i

|

T

[LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
NEW YORK TIMES.
uly 1, 1968]

4 et

1
.

- Robert F. Kennedy was an Arab o v o 4

nationalist’s understandable re- . . )

action to the late Senator’s pro-~ :‘ © Arab Resentment o F ‘
. Israel stalmche. a stanc;z, 1fn Mx('i . S}, To the Editor: _? : ,

Mehdi's lights, wrongly forced =!I hope that many readers saw s

on him by Zionist Jews. Ergo, L the Jgne 15 lett)er of M. T

L Mehdi, secretary general, the |
1 Action Committee on American-';
! Arab Relations, in The Times. “
+ It seems to be difficult for »
'« Americans to understand what
r“ deep and powerful emotions
have been generated in the

“Senator Kennedy is in a very  *
« real sense an indu'ect vxctxm s
“of Zionism.” :
_ If winning adherents to the'

' Arab cause is his objective, -
‘Mr. Mehdi’s bad manners, his

abominable taste, his careless-
. ness with the truth and his pre-

/sumptuousness in lecturing us f Arab peoples by “the “Zionist

‘on our political behavior can ‘ " Jewish take-over of the Arab
"only repel rather than attract, - . ‘homeland, There are still many *

.

Pl
*a

» Self-deception and placing « who believe that the seething ; F
rxoxlxl-hgx'oi;s1 on peggstt%lg Anrg . I%roublel 13 lt)he Middle East can -
well be the crux . ; be settle . :
“world's’succession of disasters. i ! ken over a c}"mT:rx;’xogbsleepo
"A loser like Nasser can win *° ;i Mr. Mehdl has performed a -
adulation in the gﬂddl& 12‘3“: ‘< service by pointing out that"f .
bienation” for. Sitan Sithan, " :Sonator Konnedy's support of | f
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KENNEDY /AFRICA (261)

AFRICA

MRS KENNEDY TO RECEIVE AHIDJO CONDOLENCES
Yaounde Camercon Domestic Service in .French 1900 GMT 6 Jun 68 N

[Text] In a message sent this morning to Mrs Kennedy, the Cameroon President said: Ve
have learned uith great emotion of the death of Sen Robert Kennedy. Under these
painful and sad circumstances, the Cameroon people, their government, and myself send

you our sincere condolences. h

BRAZZAVILLE PAPER DEPLORES KENNEDY'S DEATH

IV L

Brazzaville Congo LA SEMAINE 16 Jun 68 X
{Article by A.D.: "The Two Faces of Violence"]

[Excerpts] Two months after the tragic death of Iuther King, a new assassination has
again occurred to traumatize the wretched United States, which is conscious of a dreadful
humiliation at becoming the bloody nation par excellence in the world. World opinion is
horrified in the face of this odious crime. Once more it was necessary that the victim

be deservedly among those who arouse instinctive liking. Robert Kennedy, & dynamic man,
who was the personification of an ardent and upright youth, eager to transform our rotting
humanity into a "new world," {was] an intelligent, obstinate man, with clear-sighted and
generous ideas.

Moreover, there is the vision of the tragic destiny of a family which has successively
seen its two leaders killed by a stupid hatred when they seemed destined to give their

- country and perhaps the world this additional soul which they both lack to become
.. really human.

The frontiers between opposing camps are no longer those of the maps of politiocal
geography but those more meandering and unexpected frontiers-which divide a people in
the same country or the same city and separate the world of opulence [on the one hand)
and the world of poverty and hunger [on the other]. One the one side, there are those
vwho by class reflex and the habit of having power and wealth who Wwish by no matter what
means to preserve their advantages even if they live on the flesh of the poor. On the
other side, there is the desperate camp of those hungry for bread and Jjustice, who are

: becoming increasingly convinced that it is useless to ask, that it is ineffective to

demand and that, therefore, only violence is productive. Most certainly we understand
them. We understand a Guevara, a Rap Brown, or a Camilo Torres. We understand them,
but is this really the solution?

Two faces of violence? The one that can only be hated and the one which must be loved?
Is this really certain? In any event men have believed that any violence is pernicious
and that it is necessary to find another solution, really worthy of man, for our evils.
Men like Iuther King, like Gandhi, in fact like Jesus Christ alsot
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KENNEDY/AFRICA (262)

MOBUTU SENDS CONDOLENCES TO KENNEDY FAMILY
Kinshasa Congo Domestic Service in Prench 1230 GMT 7 Jun 68 K/L - -«n.. ..

[Summary] President Mobutu, who is currently in Rome, has sent a telegram of condolences |
to the family of Senator Kehnedy. Foreign Minister Bomboko yesterday made a statement
in Kinshasa in which he voiced the sorrow felt by the Congolese people, the govern-
ment, and party over the assassination.

Bomboko Statement

Kinshasa Congo Domestic Service in French 1130 GMT 7 Jun 68 N

. (Bxcerpt] It is with emotion and dismay that the Congolese people, their government

and party received the news of the outrage perpetrated against the presidential
candidate of the United States of America, Sen Robert Kennedy. On the announcement
of this sad and painful happening it was believed that this i1llustrious personality
would survive because of the competent team of surgeons working on him. But alas,
Robert Kennedy is no more, The Congolese people appreciste. greatly the senator's
political courage and have followed with particular attention the successes that he
achieved in his campaign for nomination.

The Congolese people!s sympathy for him is not only founded on the fact that his
assassinated elder brother, the late President John Kennedy, had done to help the

Longo crush the Katanga secession and the financial aid the late President gave to Congo,
but also and particularly because of his struggle for the uplift of the American blacks
in particular and those of the world in general. To this end I must also underline that
Senator Kennedy struggled courageously against the policy of apartheid and to crown his
condemnation of apartheid he went to South Africa, where he gave a series of lectures
in favor of the oppressed., The Congolese people believe and are convinced that with

the assassination of Senator Kennedy the judicial authorities will take measures to put
an end to the assassinations: which are so rampant in that part of the world.
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CABINET MEETING SHOéKED AT KENNEDY DEATH -
Cotonou Dahomey Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 6 Jun 68 N .

{Text] The cabinet held its weekly meeting in Cotonou today with Lt Col Alphonse
Alley presiding. The meeting was In progress when 1t received the news of the death
of Senator Kennedy. The tragic disappearance of this American senator plunged the
entire cabinet into great consternation, and a l-minute silence was observed in
memory of this man, whose work for peace and social Jjustice is known to all,

The meeting discussed the recent Entente Council summit conference. The finance
minister will later explain the outcome of this meeting to the public.

The cabinet examined at length the problems posed by the repatriation of our
students from Dakar University. The government was particularly concerned as to how
these students will sit for their yearend examinations. A government delegation will
soon go to Dakar to meet with Senegalese authorities,

Finally, the meeting adopted two decrees concerning capital expenditure and investment
for the current year.
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ALLEY'S MESSAGE TO JOHNSON ON KENNEDY DEATH )
Cotonou Dahomey Domestic Service in Prench 0625 GMT 7 Jun 68 N ‘ ’ T
' [Excerpt] In his message of condolence to President Lyndon Johnson, Lieutenant Colonel

Alley declared: The Dahomean people share in the cruel bereavement that has befallen'
the American people in tragically taking from them the senator from New York State.''*

.
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EMPEROR CONVEYS SYMPATHY TO KENNEDY FAMILY
Addis Ababa Ethiopia Domestic Service in English 1630 GMT 5 Jun 68 K/L

[Summary] Halle Selassie has sent messages of sympathy to the wife and father of
Senator Kennedy.

In his message to Mrs Kennedy, the Emperor sald: ' "It is with deep grief that we have
learned the shocking news of the mishap that befell your husband, who has faithfully
followed the exemplary path of his brother, the late John F, Kennedy, and his struggle
for freedom and justice." His Imperial Majesty added that he was praying to God %o
spare the life of Senator Kennedy in order that he can accomplish the work he has
‘begun for the cause of human understanding and the great cause of world peace.

In his message to Mr Josephy Kénnedy, father of the senator, the Emperor said he
was dismayed at the very sad and shocking news of the assassination attempt.
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JOSEPH, ETHEL KENNEDY RECEIVE EMPEROR'S MEéSAGE
’ Addis Ababa Ethiopia Domestic Service in Amharic 1100 GMT 6 Jun 68 K/L

[Summary] Haile Selassie has sent the following messages to the father and wife of
the late Senator Kennedy:

To Joseph Kennedy: It is with great sorrow that we have learned of the sudden death
of Sen Robert Kennedy. .
To Mrs Ethel Kennedy: Our entire family shares with you the grief that has befallen
You at the death of your husband, Sen Robert Kennedy. His country and the world have
lost a courageous, far-sighted, and great man. May the Almighty give you courage in
your bereavement, ’
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KENNEDY SLAYING MEANS RULE OF BULLETS IN U.S.
Addis Ababa Ethiopia THE ETHIOPIAN HERAID 8 Jun 68 X
{Editorial: "Bullets Veto Ballots")

{Excerpts] The ballots said yes; the bullets said no. The bullets won. It was not only
Senator Robert Kennedy but also the democratic process that was gunned down in Los Angeles
this week. 1In America assassination is becoming a way of life--and of death. Violence
has become a national psychosis. A eriminal act is committed every 2 minutes in the
United States. The American style of democracy is suddenly at the mercy of the gunman.
The bullet is nullifying the ballot.

Many Ethiopians received the news of the shocting of Bobby Kennedy with shock and the
‘ - announcement of his death with sorrow and anger. It is sad, very sad, that a good man

who had much to offer is dead. But it is important for America and its friends to see
the Kennedy tragedy not only with tears but with reason, so that the American malady can
be better diagnosed and cured. It is becoming increasingly difficult for some countries
to put the hope of their people into the hands of a group widely being regarded as a
bunch of assassins, both at home and abroad.
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KENNEDY/AFRICA . (264)

ATTEMPT ON KENNEDY'S LIFE DISMAYS GOVERNMENT
Acera Ghana Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 5 Jun 68 N

{Text] External Affairs Commissioner Patrick B. Anin, on behalf of the Government of ‘
. Ghana, has expressed shock and dismay at the brutal assassination attempt on the life

of Senator Kennedy. The message prayed for his speedy recovery.
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. ANKRAH SENDS CONDOLENCE MESSAGE TO JOHNSON
Accra Ghana Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 6 Jun 68 N

[Text] National Liberation Council Chairman Lieutenant General Ankrah has, on behalf

of the government and people'of Ghana, sent a message of condolence to President Joéhnson.
The message wished that the noble ideals for which the _late Sen Robert Kennedy stood
will not ‘die with hid but rather his untimely death uill 1nspire mankind to greater
efforts toward the realization of those ideals.
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PRESS: KENNEDY MURDER SHAKES FAITH IN U.S.

Acera Ghana Domestic Service in Bnglish 1300 GMT 7 Jun 68 N
{Text] All morning newspapers write on the death of Sen Robert Kennedy from an
assassin’s bullet, and Join millions of people the world over in expressing their

- deepest condolences to the American nation and to the Kennedy family, which is facing
yet another tragedy.

American society. The paper says America claims to be in the forefront of the great
nations that champion the cause of democratic freedom and civilization in the world
today. VYet America continues to be the one great nation in the Western hemisphere that
persists in shocking the world with the rudest of violence to human dignity. The
PIONEER writes: The histroy of the United States contains many senseless political
assassinations. The paper says it is deeply saddened by the strange lessons America
has been offering the world, even in this 20th century.

While expressing its deepest condolence, the PIONEER wants to know what is wrong with

The GHANAIAN TIMES says the death of the senator is without question one of the most
tragic and disconcerting events of the past few years. The paper says the sad death
of this man, who had already shown ample evidence of becoming one of the great
personalities of the centfury. is an immense loss not only to the United States of
America but also to the whole world, The GHANAIAN TIMES says that, in all his service
to the American nation, Robert Kennedy showed a noble dedication to humanity. He was
a champion of the rights of man, of minority groups, especially the poor and the Afro-
Americans, He was also a fierce critic of the Vietnam war.

The paper says the death of Robert Kennedy, coming at the time when he was celebrating
his election victory in the California primary, has cut short a career full of promise
and hope for the whole of mankind. The GHANAIAN TIMES, while joining all decent-minded
liberal people throughout the world in condemning this brutal slaying, also expresses
the hope that the proposed American legislation for controlling the sale of firearms
will become law, thus reducing them to the barest minimum the possibility of firearms
falling into the wrong hands.

The DAILY GRAPHIC says:. _Once more an assassin's bullet has cut short the 1ife of an’
eminent American, Robert Kennedy, who was an outspoken critic of the American society.
This is wicked. The paper says Robert Kennedy, who was the younger brother.of FresidertJohn .
Kennedy~--who was also assassinated--was the one hope many people saw for the sick . %
American society. The DAILY GRAPHIC says there is something obviously and seriously

° wrong with a society in which you can buy pistols as easily as ice cream. As one
prominent American after another is gunned down, there is a general outery against the
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almost [word indistinct] way in which irresponsible people can get guns in this

supposedly Godts own land, But nothing is ever done about this kind of situation.
LT - avL T, . [ TS T T T

The paper says the people of Ghana can only express shock and indignation at this

insane act. It writes that America is gradually, but surely, destroying our faith

in 1t., The GRAPHIC says it cannot help but have a very uneasy feeling that America

always kills its citizens who advocate sanity and civilization, It writes that it is

a sick society in which a leading presidential candidate of the most powerful nation in

the world could be-eliminated in this way, a society that believes and preaches individual

liberty.

The GRAPHIC says it cannot help but agree with the tearful Afro-American who is reported
to nave said after the brutal act: "What is the use of trying? What is the use?' The
paper writes: What is the use indeed when the lives of great men are at the mercy of
halfwits who are incapable of appreciating good?
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ASSASSINATION SHOWS U.S. IN SERIOUS CRISIS
-Conakry Guinea Domestic Service in French 2000 GNT 6 Jun 68 N

{Commentary]}
{Summary] After Dallas, where John Kennedy fell victim to a perfidious attack,
‘alfter Memphis, where the apostle of nonviolence fell under the bullets of an unknown
murderer barely 2 months ago, it is now the turn of Los Angeles to add itself to the
list, following an odious and tragic assassination that is liable to accelerate the
machinery of violence and the explosion of hatred so characteristic of political

life in the United States. "The United States has witnessed nine important political
assassinations within 4 and a half years. How can one explain this phenomenon? What
is the cause of this wave of violence, of this uncontrollable outburst of passion and
hatred?"

Historians will look for an explanation by going to the very sources of the history

of the United States which was built to the detriment of annihilated Indians and

Negro slaves transplanted from across the ocean. Right from the beginning there was

one morality~--that of the mightier; one rule--that of the jungle; one law--that of
violence. o

"It has been rightly said that the United States is sick. The United States is exper-
iencing one of the most serious crises in its history. It is precisely for this reason
that some good-hearted and generous men have risen to save their country and with it
perhaps the world from a great catastrophe that threatens to compromise what the Amer-
icans consider most essential--their freedom.?
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PRESIDENT CONDOLES WIDOW ON DEATH OF KENNEDY
NS
Ivory Coast Domestic Service in French O6US GMT 7 Jun 68 N

[Summary] Ivory Coast President Houphouet-Boigny, on hearing of the odious death

of Sen Robert Kennedy, has sent the following message of condolence to Mrs Kennedy:

Madame, the announcement of the death of your dear husband has upset me. I very much ‘
regret the loss of one of the noble sons of American democracy, the loss of a friend

whose courage I very much appreciated. On this day of mourning of yourself, your

family, and all peace-loving people, the Ivory Coast will not forget the man who

always showed his friendship and who has died for a cause which is also that of our

people. Accept on behalf of my wife, the Ivory Coast people, and myself our sad

condolence. The Ivory Coast will be represented at the funeral of Robert .Kennedy by

[word indistinct] and the Ivory Coast ambassador in Washington and the United Nations,

wir e “ e P A ed eeess T oaeed w m et e

-

Y

G A o e R RS

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ' . -

Faete A s en o w3y e S 2 e oy R e

- e ok eem e e e w e 1ow 1ae P T ]



N sl
. ——— £ " St e i S8 ¥,

KENNEDY/AFRICA (266)

W m e e
[

PRESIDENT KENYATTA NOTES LOSS OF R. KENNEDY

L L -

Nairobi Kenya Domestic Service in English 1000 GMT 6 Jun 68 K/L

1"
{Summary] President Kenyatta has sent the following message to Mrs Ethel K:nn;z‘c;z; It .
is with profound regret that I have learned that Senator Kennedy is dead. :iit ’
and indeed the world, has lost a courageous, liberal, and far-sighted person . yiive .
The ideas for which he strived will move on and inspire people the world ove: oI
in understanding, respect, and love. At this moment of grave personal trige Y,
wish to convey to you and to your entire family my heartfelt condolences.

DEFENSE MINISTER SHOCKED BY KENNEDY DEATH
Nairobi Kenya Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 7 Jun 68 X/L °

" [Text) The minister for defense, Dr Mungail, has expressed profound shock over the
concentration of killings on the Kennedy family. Dr Mungai, deeply upset by the recent
assassination of Sen Robert Kennedy, described the Kennedy family as having "very high
ideals for mankind, both in America and the world at large."
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TUBMAN SENDS MESSAGE TO FAMILY, JOHNSON
Monrovia Liberia ELWA in English 0710 GMT 7 Jun 68 N .

[Text]) President Tubman yesterday sent messages of condolence to the Kennedy family
and President Johnson on the death of Sen Robert Kennedy. In a joint message to Mrs
Kennedy and the family, President Tubman said: The government, the people of Liberia,
Mrs Tubman, and myself share your sorrow in a horrible crime that ended the life of
your dear husband and our brother who was a lover of mankind, [who was] broadminded,
and who lived aboveboard. May God grant you and members of your family grace and
strength to endure this with resignation. To Joseph Kennedy, father of the late
senator, the President said: The fovernment of Liberia, Mrs Tubman, and myself share
your grief on the (?despicable) crime that ended the life of your dear son, who was a
lover of man, [who was] broadminded, and who lived aboveboard. May God grant you and
\mcmbcrs of your family grace, faith, and strength to endure this with resignation.

To President Lyhdon B. Johnson, he said: The despicable trend of violence and murder
throughout the world in this era of civilization has been made manifold in the great
United States again. One of your foremost, statesmen, a humanitarian and politician,
has been flattened by the wicked hands of an assassin. I have heard your comment on
this vicious act. That is why it is inadequate to express more horror of the crime.
We in Liberia share your views, embarrassment, and [words indistinet] and wish to

be associated with you in your sorrow.
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