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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

m‘ FROM: SAC, NEWARK (44-872) (RUC) .
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AT SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA:

Contact and -interview DAVID CAWTHON and Father

JUDY who actually heard GREGORY'S rema,rks regarding
assissinations. .
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LA fs-lss
SESSION SIXIY SIX AT PASADENA CITY COLLEGE. RICE STATED
. SIRHAN OF ASSISTANCE TO HIM IN HIS STUDY OF ARABIC LANGUAGE
ANDI'ASSOCIATION SLIGHT OTHER THAN SCHOOL CONTACTS. RICE

. l'(:Ol'i‘:lSIDI':RED SIRHAN SERIOUS, INTELLIGENT “STUDENT TYPE™ PERSON.

! 'HAD NO KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING POLITICAL INTERESTS, BACKGROUND

", 'REASON FOR SIRHAN'S ACTION.

|: !

!iiOﬁ ASSOCIATES OF SIRHAN. RICE STATED LAST CONTACT WITH SIRHAN
v ' .

.. 'IN AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER SIXTY SIX AND HAS NO CURRENT KNOWLEDGE
o

: ICONCERNING HIM. RICE UNABLE TO SUGGEST ANY MOTIVATION OR

oK HIE

I FAZ°L (NMN)?&NAYAI'KHAN, v —

- am——

f; |, INAYAT'KHAN EMPLOYED BURROUGHS CORPORATION, PASADENA,
'ADWISED FIRST MET SIBHAN SIRHAN IN FALL SIXTY SIX AT
“RESIDENCE'OF OMA'RAMZI IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

ONLY OTHER INDIVIDUAL HE CAN RECALL BEING AT RESIDENCE OF
RAMZI WAS INDIVIDUAL KNOWN TO HIM AS FAIZULLAH KHAN.
1n¥vnr'xuan STATED SMALL GROUP' OF STUDENTS MET .

SEVERAL TIMES AT RAMZI'S RESIDENCE, DISCUSSED GENERAL

TOPICS AND POLITICAL SITUATIONS I8 US AND JORDAN. INDICATED
SIRHAN AND OTHERS IN GROUP WERE. SUPPORTERS OF BATH PARTY,

| WID EAST POLITICAL PARTY COMPOSED OF MEMBERS WHICH SUPPORT

., ANY GOVERNMENT THAT IS PRO-JORDAN IN PHILOSOPHY AND IDEOLOGY.
. | T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



’i‘l'-
¥,

g

s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



<

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ev 175-16

" The file indicated he had about average IQ, but
lacked insight. It also indicated he had traveled extensively.
He said he was interested in Buddhism although his religien
was listed as Catholic. He stated he was interested in "eivil
rights” and indicated he had spent time in Mississippi with .
voter registration activity and in assisting in the rebuilding
of a damaged church.,

The doctor's statement in the file upon discharge of
DRIGES was “"Patient discharged without paychosis, not mentally
daeficient, not psychopathic o
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LA 56~156

IN THE AMBASSADOR AT TIME OF SHOOTI&G. MbRRIS IS NEW YORK

TIMES PICTURE EDPITOR BUT WAS NOT ASSIéNED TO THE PRIMARY ‘

ELECTIONS. MORRIS %ESIDES ONE SEVEN ZERO WEST END, NEW YORK CITY,

TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO ONE TWO DASH EIGHT SEVEN FOUR DASH SEVER ONE EIGHT

SEVEN. |
oN JQNE TWEﬁTY FOUR LAST, ART KEVIN, KHJ TV, LOS ANGELES,

ADVISED THAT HE RECALLS SEEING STEVE BELL, AN ABC RADIO

REPORTER AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL AT APPROXIMATE TIME OF

SHQOTING, '

" NEW YORK AT NEW YORK - WILL INTERVIEW JOHN HERBERS
PLUS JOHN, AND MIDGE MORRIS, AND STEVE BELL.

_,‘.,_SAN::I’ERANCISCO AT SAN FRANCISCO - WILL INTERVIEW WALLACE
TURNER. ..
CORRPU—TWO—LINE—FHREE~WD—3—~SHP—BE~RESEBES-
END | '

R RELAY:

FJB
FBI WASH DC
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AnsaSlination of Senator Robert F. xennedy
Los Angeles. California ) )

© loyal, trustworthy and honest. One -attorney advised the
check charges mentioned above resulted from the failure

of other individuals to carry out their agreement to deposit
-money to cover.the checks which Mr. Parsons wrote.

Beginning in 1917, for two two-year terms, -

Mr, Parsons served as County Attorney of Beaver County, Utah,
as well as City Attorney for Beaver City, Utah, returning to
Los .Angeles in the mid-1930's to practice law. -According to
Los Angeles press reports, Mr. Parsons has become nationally
~ known as a trial lawyer in the area of criminal law, In

the late 1930's, Mr. Parsons joined the Los Angeles County
District Attorneys Office where he served as a top prosecutor

assigned to special cases. These press reports indicate that
»in recent years he has devoted his {ime to the practice of '
_both civil and criminal cases. |

The files of this Bureau reveal that in 1942
Mr, ‘Parsons was one of the attorneys for the officials of .
Mankind United who were indicted for violation of the Sedition
Statutes. According to press reports in August of 1940,
Mr. Parsons, then Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles,
California, was interested in prosecuting an old murder case
-which he stated.resulted from the investigation of communist
activities in -the San Pedro, -California, area.  Mr. Parsons
was quoted as stating the murdered individual had been. engaged
in anticommunist activities and had been killed during communist
attempts to infiltrate and destroy a union,

In 1959, Mr. Parsons was reportedly one of the featured
speakers at a State-Wide Conference on Criminal Law Reform
under the sponsorship of the National Lawyers Guild of -
California. The National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a
communist front by the House Committee on Un~Américan Activities.
In 1962, information was received from the Internal Revenue
SGrvice in Los Angeles concerning an investigation being
conducted of Los Angeles attorneys for possible income tax
evasion on the basis of "fee-splitting" with local bondsmen.
A Federal Grand Jury reportedly failed to develop any evidence
to substantiate the allegations,
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time this incident had no significance but, since there

has been talk of a conspiracy regarding this assassination,
the occurrence has been on her mind and she bellieved it
might have some bearing on the shooting. Her present
recollection is that this man said something to the
following effect: "You saw me! You witnessed the

fact that I was standing here when the senator departed!"
Those are not the exact words, but she gained the impression
he was trying to establish that he was in her view when
Senator KENNEDY was shot.

Mrs. WHALEN was present when this unknown man
(UNSUB) made this Stﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁi’ which he addressed to both
of them. She/‘8&Ent dssed this incident with Mrs.
WHALEN, who recalled that she had also seen this UNSUB
in the ballroom crowd earlier, during Senator KENNEDY's
speech, carrying a small black object which she assumed
was a pocket radio.

Mrs. MESSURI described UNSUB as white, 40-50 years
old, 6 feet tall, heavy set, dark complexion, black
curly hair, wearing maroon knit shirt. She could not
declide his possible nationality. He displayed no _
physical characteristics but indicated a sense of urgency
in his actions and manner of speaking. No accent was
&tected.

on 6/19/68, MARY WHALEN related to SA HOWARD G.
KINALLY, JR., the peculiar conduct of an unknown individual,
who was standing near her at the time of the shooting.
During KENNEDY's appearance on the podium, UNSUB held
a small leather-covered object near his face. Mrs.,
WHALEN believes that the object, which was about three
inches by 5 inches in dimensions, was either a transistor
radio or a small transmitter.

After the shooting, UNSUB approached Mrs. WHALEN
and her friend, Mrs. FELICIA MESSURIf wife of NBC Producer-
Director ANTHONY MESSURIf and said: "You've seen me here
all evening, haven't you"? Remember, you have seen me here.

Don't forget”, At this point UNSUB, who was alone, disappeared

-2 -
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.and was. not seen again.

Mrs. WHALEN described UNSUB as follows-'

Reee . . White

Age S ' 45 to 50

Height “ 6!

Weight e 190 to 200 pounds ’

Hair - Dark Brown or Black
Complexion ' Swarthy -

‘Peculiarity "Wild-eyed” expression
Dress : L Maroon sports jacket and

.dark knit sports shirt.

Attached'is & Sketch showing the location of
UNSUB ih the ballroom. SA KINNALLY requested Mrs. WHALEN

' * to prepare this sketch so that appropriate T.V. films -

-or news photos may be examined.for a possible picture-of
UNSUB in the event the Bureau is interested in identifying
him. i

- Mrs WHALEN feels certain that she could identify
UNSUB if she should ever see him again. Mrs. WHALEN's
' eddress is 1346 Midland Avenue, BronxVille, New York: .

Mrs. WHALEN sald she- first obsmved UNSUB while

:shé was going throughthe crowd to get Mrs. BARRY

. STODDARD, whose husband is also. employed at NBC, :
Rockefeller Center, New York, New York. Mrs. STODDARD, ,
who is presently in -the hospital for an eye operation,

" probably also saw UNSUB. .

Los Angeles is requested to edvise whether above

f.information is of significant walue and if NYO should interview
.Mrs. STODDARD upon her recovery.
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June 26, 1968
Airtel

7/ : _ 1 - Mr, Trimbach

To: 8SAC, Les Angeles (56-156)
From: Director, FBI (62-587)
,Z—j""' .
(" mnswr

hE S S

Enclosed herewith are two copies of an Alrgranm
from the American Embassy, Amman, which was sent to the
Bureau by the Department of State.

This concerns unclassified information pertain-
ing to published reports of interviews of Bishara Sirhan,
father of Sirhan Sirhan. Pertinent information should be
included in your next investigative report.

Enclosures (2).

ST103

R"-‘jﬁ Lol -5# 7 A3

11 JUN 28 1968
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Memo to Mr. DeLoach '
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
Los Angeles, California

DETAILS

Pursuant to my memorandum to you captioned as .
above dated June 21, 1968, Bureau files have been reviewed -
concerning Russell E. Parsons, who according. to news releases
is Sirhan Sirhan's new attorney. Grant Cooper, whom we have
been. most confidentially advised will be associated with -
Parsons in Sirhan's defense, is being made the .subject of.

a separate memorandum.

!

BACKGROUND:

Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory indicates Parsons
was born in 1895 and obtained his college and legal training
at the University of Southern California, being admitted to
law practice in 1918, .

.3 In September, 1937, the Bureau initiated a .
Departmental Applicant 1nvestigation concerning Russell Edward
Parsons, which investigation was discontinued prior to
completion. During the investigation ‘which was conducted,
information was developed concerning Russell Edward. Parsons,

- who it is believed is identical with the attorney for Sirhan Sirhan
although there are discrepancies between the investigative

results and data in Martindale-Hubbell concerning his date of

birth and education. ‘

The Los Angeles Bureau of-Vital Statistics disclosed
the birth of a son on 2/8/93 in Los Angeles. Parents were
shown as Mr. and Mrs. A.H. Parsons and no name was shown on
the records for the individual who was born., Parsons was
educated at Los Angeles High School, graduating in .1913, and
attended the University of Southern California Law School for one
year, 1915-16, taking only two courses, one of which he failed.
"These records do not indicate any further attendance by Parsons
at the University of Southern California. There was no record
of any attendance by Parsons at the University of California at
Los Angeles. -

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo to Mr. Deloach
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
Los Angeles, California

In 1928, warrants for Parsons' arrest were issued
by Riverside, San Bernardino and Imperial Counties, California,
on bad check charges which were subsequently dismissed. However,
on 1/18/28, Parsons pleaded "guilty" to charges of obtaining
property by false pretenses, was sentenced to six months in
jail, which sentence was suspended, and Parsons was placed on
probation for two years. He was admitted to the California
State Bar Association in December, 1928. ~

In September, 1934, he filed a petition in bankruptcy,
which case was dismissed in March of 1935 without Parsons
receiving a discharge. Individuals interviewed during the
investigation, including judges, attorneys, clients and friends
of Parsons, advised they had never known him to be involved
in any trouble, considered him capable, energetic, hardworking,
forceful, a splendid orator, loyal, trustworthy and honest.

One attorney at Riverside, California, advised that the check
charges mentioned above resulted from the failure of other
individuals to. carry out their agreement to deposit money to
cover the checks Parsons wrote.

In 1940, Parsons, as Deputy District Attorney in
Los Angeles, was handling prosecution concerning State officials
and copies of his arrest record were made available to the press
and public in Los Angeles. Following the termination of the
trial, the Los Angeles County Civil Service Commission
investigated the charges against Parsons and reported favorably
concerning him. (77-9060)

ACTIVITIES:

Miscellaneous. The Los Angeles Office advised 6/20/68
that Parsons first experience in public office was as County
Attorney in Beaver City, Utah, in 1917, where he served two
two-year terms and also served as City Attorney for Beaver City.
He reportedly returned to Los Angeles in the mid-1930's to
practice law and has become nationally known as a trial lawyer
in the area of criminal law. In 1938 he joined the Los Angeles

CONTINUED - OVER
~3-
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Memo to Mr. DelLoach
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F Kennedy,
Los Angelss, California

District Attorneys Office, where he served as top prosecutor
assigned to special cases. In 1950 he permitted his name

to be entered as "people's candidate" in a mayoralty recall
election against Mayor Bowron, which recall failed. 1In
recent years he has devoted his time to the practice of
both civil and criminal' cases.

Mankind United. 1In 1942, Arthur L. Bell and other
leaders of Mankind United were indicted for violation of the
Sedition Statutes and Parsons was one of the attorneys for
the defendents. It is noted one of the other individuals
representing the defendents was Abraham Lincoln Wirin, who
has been active in the American Civil Liberties Union in the
Los Angeles area. In January, 1946, Bell, accompanied by

‘Parsons, called ‘at. the Bureau, at which time Bell complained

of activities of Agents in connection with the Mankind United
case, alleging invasion of his privacy, surreptitious searches,
tapping of telephones, etc. At the completion of the interview,
during which Bell and Parsons were straightened out, they both
agreed they had been misinformed and had been laboring under
serious misapprehensions and Bell expressed complete satisfaction
with regard to all the points he had raised. (65-2682-483,778)

: . Anticommunist Activities. The 8/5/40 issue of the
"Los Angeles Daily News" quoted Parsons, then Deputy District
Attorney, Los Angeles, concerning prosecution of a old murder
case which Parsons stated resulted from the investigation of

~-communist activities in the San Pedro, Califérnia, area. He
stated that the murdered individual was engaged in anticommunist
activities and had been killed by communists. Parsons was
quoted as saying "We can prove conclusively this murder was
committed in the communist attempts to infiltrate into the AFL
and destroy the union." (62-44462-1370X1)

In 1940, Parsons fostered a corporation known as
" America's Sixth Column, Inc., which corporation was formed
to fight and expose by whatever legitimate means necessary,
all subversive or un-American activities and the proponents
thereof. The Los Angeles Office.advised in March, 1941, that
Parsons had been interviewed in conmection with another matter,
at which time he had furnished information concerning his
dffiliation with America's Sixth Column and expressed his desire
'to cooperate with the Bureau in any way possible. (65-32054-56)

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo to Mr. DelLoach
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
Los Angeles, California

National Lawyers Guild. Although the foregoing
paragraph indicated ParsonS% anticommunist activities, the
2/15/59 edition of "Los Angeles Times" reported on a. -
State~Wide Conference on Criminal Law Reform under the
sponsorship of the National Lawyers Guild of California. The
article indicated that Russell E. Parsons, well-known local .
criminal attorney, was one of the featured speakers on the
topic of "Pre-~Trial Discovery in Criminal Cases." A source
in the Intelligence Division of the Los Angeles Police Department
at that time called Parsons a "shyster - and a clever one," .
adding that he specialized in defending bookmakers. The
National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a communist front by
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. (63-4296-26-306)

Internal Revenue Service. During 1962 the
Internal Revenue Service in Los Angeles conducted an investigation
concerning "fee-splitting" between bondsmen and attormeys. One
of the attorneys under investigation for '"fee-splitting" and
possible income tax evasion was Russell Parsons. Numerous
individuals were called before the Federal Grand Jury 'in connection
with this investigation which failed to indicate any evidence
"~ to substantiate the allegations. (62—9—26-427,pgs. 18-19) e

)

. Legal Representation of Criminals, Joseph Sica in
1950 was activégtogether with his brothers, in criminal
activities, primarily bookmaking, in the Los Angeles area and
Russell Parsons represented Sica in a legal capacity. 1In
connection with Parsons' candidacy for Mayor of Los Angeles,
as previously mentioned, allegations were received that Sica
and his associates collected campaign funds ostensibly for
Parsons' campaign. (62-91933-206, pg. 3)(72-472-451,pg 30)
(88-3277-2065, pg. 8)

In the Fall of 1950 a source who has furnished
reliable information in the past identified certain d@ndividuals
in the Los Angeles community whom he described as "borderline
operators" in obtaining '"juice," and whom he classified as
"power men for a fix or a connection" for gambling or
criminal elements. The source stated that many of these
individuals were reported as community leaders but still lent

CONTINUED ~ OVER
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Memo to Mr. DeLoach
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
Los Angeles, California

their assistance to such criminal elements. Among the
. individuals so identified by this source was Russell Parsons,.
Los Angeles criminal attorney and former dandidate for mayor
in the attempted recall election of Mayor Bowron. (66-17080-5,pg.9)

In May, 1951, Joe and Fred Sica, who were operating
as bookmakers in Los Angeles for a considerable period of
time and who were considered to be part of an Italian group
under the general control of Jack Dragna, were arrested on
a charge of conspiracy to commit a felony, bookmaking. Parsons
was identified as Sica's attornmey. (62-75147-26-397, pg. 64)

In 1953, Joseph Sica was conlidered by the Los Angeles'
Office as a top hoodlum and Parsons was still representing him
as his attorney. (63-127-1) . .

In 1959, Russell E. Parsons was reporéediy representing
Alfonso Rocco Pizzichino, Los Angeles hoodlum, in connection
with a contempt of court charge. (92-3876-10, pg. 9)

As late as 1962, Parsons was tepresenting Alfred Sica,
Los Angeles hoodlum, in connection with a possible income tax
violation on which Sica had been indicted. (92-3930-259)

Attached is a copy of Identification Division Record
Number 144 667 for Russell Edward Parsons.
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