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APPENDIX

W. E. R. DY ECIS CIURS' OF AMERICA (DCA)

A source advised that on Cufober 26-27, 1963, a conference
of members of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), including national
functionaries, wet in Chicago, Tllinois, for the purpose of setting
in motion Torces for the establishment of a new national Marxist-
oriented youth organization which would hunt for the most peaceful .
transition to socialism. The delegates wexe told that it would
be reasonable to assume that the young socialists attracted into
this _new organization would eventually pass into the CP itself.

A second source has advised that the founding convention
for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1064,
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which
time the name W,E.B, DuBois Ciubs of America (DCA) was adopted.
Approximately 500 deiegates from throughout the United States
attended' this convention. ;

3

The second source advised in September, 1966, that
MIKE ZAGARELYL, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities
the Party still supported the plan to builid "left" socialist centers
and to solidify the Party base through the DCA. This source also
advised in September, 1966, that DANIEL RUBIN, CPUSA National )
Organizational Secretary, stated the Party believes the DCA should
have a working class outlook and be a mass organization favorable,
to socialism, socialist countries and Marxism, and in April, 1907,
GUS HALL, CPUSA Generxal Secretary, indicated that the DCA primary
emphasis should be on developing mass resistance to the draft.

A third source advised in September, 1967, that JARVIS
° TYNER was elected Cpnairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, near
the conclusion of tne Third National Convention of the DCA held
in New Yorx, New York, from September 8-10, 1967.

A fourth source advised on July 26, 1968, that JARVIS
TYNER continues in his position as Chairman of the DCA.

This fourth source also advised on July 26, 1968, that
JARVIS TYHER is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA.

This fourth source further advised on July 26, 1968, that

‘the headquarsers of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street,
"New York, New York.
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Title WALTER SHERRILL CROWE, JR.

Charxacter

Reference Memorandum dated and captioned
as above at Los Angeles.

A1l sources (except any listed below) 'whose identities
are concealed in refexrenced commumication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

.
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This document contains neither fecommendations nor conclusicns of the FBI. It is the property
of the FB! and Is loaned to YOuI agency; 1t aad its conteats are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF :IUS'PICE :
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Los Angeles, California
In Reply, Please Refer to January 27, 1969

File No.
" 2 S ““"'"—."",l CE v e X 3]
BRI

WALTER SHERRILL CROVE, JR.

:Walter Sherrill Crowe, Jr., born August 3, 1945,
continues to reside with his parents.at 1300 Topeka Street,
Pasadena, California, and is currently employed as a Social
Worker, Metropolitan Aid to the Totally Disabled, Los Angeles-
County Department of Welfare, 2615 South Grand Street, Los
Angeles, California. ‘

Crowe is a graduate of the University of California
at .Los Angeles (UCLA) in June 1968. ’

R .
Source One, who has furnished reliable information

'in the past, advised that from October 1966 through August

1967 Walter Crowe was active in the UCLA Chapter of the W. E. B.

Du Bois Club of America (see Appendix). Source One further

advised that Crowe has participated in numerous anti-Vietnam

war demonstrations. |
Source Two, who has furnished reliable information

in-the past, advised in January 1969 that Crowe was now a

past member of the Southern California District Communist - !

Party (SCDC?P), after joining in April 1967 for the stated |

purpose of '"evading the draft." Source Two advised that Crowe

had attended numerous meetings of the SCDCP from November 1966

to Septembver 1968, when his activities ceased.

-~ Source Two advised that Crowe attended numerous func-
tions of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) (see
Appendix) Chapter at UCLA from November 1967 to June 1968.

Sources familiar with Crowe and subversive activities
in the Los Angeles area advise that there nas been no activity
on the part of Crowe since October 1968.

Crowe was interviewed by Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) on June 6 and 7, 1968, in regard to his

SRR 14176
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" WALTER SHERRILL CROWS, JR.

acquaxntance with Sirhan B. Sirhan, accused slayer of Senator
Robvert F. Kenneay. Crowe advised ab that time that he had

known Sirhan since they were both in the sixth grade of school

at Pasadena, California. He stated that he had lived within’
blocks of Sirhan when they were children, but that he and Sirhan
were not close friends. Crowe stated that from 1965 to May 1968
he saw Sirhan only one time. Crowe stated that after his May
1968 meeting with Sirhan he felt that there was a barrier between
them, because Sirhan was jealous of Crowe'!s education.

Puring the interview of Crowe on June 7, 1968, he
was informed that the interview would concern his alleged ac-
tivities in the Communist Party. Crowe advised he would coop=-
erate in every possible way. )

_ Crowe advised that in 1965, while a student at
Pasadena City College, Pasadena, California, he was active

in forming an Ad Hoc Cormmittee that dealt with the issue on
Negro civil rights. He further stated he was active in the
SDS at Pasadena City College in 1965. Crowe said that Sirhan
was attending Pasadena City College atb that time, but that he -
was apathetic toward the SDS, -

Crowe stated that he, Crowe, joined the W. E. B. Du
8013 Club Chapter at UCLA in aboub October'l?és and remained
active in the chapter until it folded in early 1967.

' Crowe advised that in April 1957 he and seven others
formed a Student Club of the SCDCP on the UCLA campus. He
advised that this group met to discuss politics, and that all .
dues collected went to their club and not to any national head-
quarters. He advised he remained active in the club until his
graduation from UCLA in the spring of 1968.

Crowe advised that Sirhan did not support him in any
of his clubs or activities. Crowe further advised that recruit-
nent for the Communist Party would have to follow overt activ-
ities on the part of the perscn to be recruited. He said Sirhan
took no such overt action, ‘and he did not attempt to recruit hinm.

Crowe adviscd that he had not seen Sirhan since the
one meeting in May 1968, and that he had never discussed Senator
Kennedy with ‘Sirhan.
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WALTER SHERRILL CROVE, JR.
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Source Two advised in January 1969 that Crowe has
not attended SCDCP meebings during the past three months and
no longer considers himself a Communist Party menmber. Source
Two stated that Crowe looks uwpon himself as a Marxist. Source
Two said that Crowe would like to quit his job as a social
worker and attend graduate school. Source Two described Crowe
as being a very .reserved and shy person who is lacking in self-
confidence and is very passive. '

On January 23, 1969, Source Two furnished the follow-
ing information concerning the relationship between Crowe and
Sirhan B. Sirhan: )

- . Source Two advised that Crowe and Sirhan were close
friends during grade school and high school days to the point .
where they exchanged such things as phonograph records. Puring
this period Crowe was not a member of the Cormmumist Party, bub
he was a socialist in his thinkings

Source Two advised that in May 1968 Crowe spent an
evening with Sirhan, and that following this meeting Crowe
felt that Sirhan had become stagnant and despondent and had
not advanced in his political thirking. Crowe felt that because
he, Crowe, had gone to college, he had progressed politically
and intellectually, and that he and Sirhan had nothing in common,
Crowe told Source Two that Sirhan thought politically along
farxist lines in that he believed there is a ruling class and
that imperialism does exist, but that Sirhan was not a political
activist. Crowe felt that Sirhan was despondent because of the
Arab problems, which Sirhan blamed on United States support for
Israel.

Source Two said that Crowe lived at his family's
home, 1300 Topeka Street, Pasadena, California, following
his graduation from UCLA in the spring of 1968 until about
June 10, 1968, wnen he moved into the cooperative at UCLA.
Crowe stayed at the cooperative during the summer quarter of
1968, although he was not attending the university, and Crowe
then returned to live at his family's home.

Source Two advised that Crowe attended Communist
Parbty meetings until October 1968. Source Two advised that
Crowe did not attempt to recruit Sirhean into the Communist
Party at any time, and that Sirhan never discussed Senator
Kennedy with Crowe. :

-

»
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Source Three advised in January 1969 that Crowe
has been employed as a Social Worker, Metropolitan Aid to
the Totally Disabled, Los Angeles County Department of Welfare,
since May 1968. Source Three advised that Crowe has been y
steadily employed since that time and and was not absent from
work on any day during the months of May, June or July 1968.
Source Three described Crowe as being a slow, absent-minded
worker who Is shy and withdrawn but sti11 honest to the point
of embarrassm nt.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
Joaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.

«
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APPENDIX * K
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY

The Students for a Democratic Scciéty (SDS), as it
is known today, came Ainto being at a founding convention held
at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1952, The SDS is an association

of young people on the left and has a current program of protesting

the draft, promoting a campalign for youth to develop a conscientious
objector status, denouncing United Stales intervention in the war
in Vietnam, and to "radically transform" the university community,
and provide for its complete control by students, GUS HALL,
General Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when. interviewed by a
representative of United States International in San Francisco,
California, on May 14, 1955, described the SDS as a part of the

At the
June; 1965, SDS National Convention, an anti-communist proviso
was removed from the SDS constitution., In the October 7, 1966,

' issue of "New Left Notes", the official publication of SDS, an

SDS spokesman stated that there are some comxunists An SDS and
they are welcome. The national headguarters of this organization

. as of June 24, 1968, was located in Room 20€, 1608 West Madison

Street, Chicago, Yllinois.

<
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APPENDIX
W, . B. BY POIS CIIES OF AMERTCA (DCA)

A source advised that on Cufober 26- 27, 1963, a conference
of members of the Communist Parsy, USA (CPUSA), including national
functiocnaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose of setting
in motion forces for the establishment of a new national Marxist-

. oriented youih organization which would hunt for the most peaceful

‘transition to socialism. The delegates were told that it would
be reasonable to assume that the young socialists attracted into
this _new organ;zauxon would eventual;y pass 1nto the CP itself.

A second source has advised that the founding convention
for the new youth organization was held from june 19-21, 1964,
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which
time the name W.E.B, DuBols Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted.
_ Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United States
attendea this convention.

. ‘

The second source advised in September, 1966, that
MIKE ZAGARELIL, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities
‘the Party still supported the plan %o build "ieft" socialist centers -
and ‘to sol;aify the Party base through the DCA. This source also
advised in September, 1966, that DANIEL RUBIN, 'CPUSA National
Organizational Secretary, stated the Party belleves the DCA should
have & working class outlook and be a mass organization favorable,
to soclialism, sociallst countries and Marxism, and in Aprll,»l907,
GUS HAMM, CPUSA General Secretary, indicated that the DCA primary
empnas;s should e on developing mass resisnance to the draft,

A third source advised in September, 1967, that JARVIS

* TYNER was elected Chairmen of the DCA on Septemver 10, 1967, near

the conclusion of the Third Naticonal Convention of the DCA held
in New York, New York, from September 8-10, 1967.

A fourth source advised on July 26, 1968, that JARVIS
TYNER continues in his position as Chairman of the DCA.

This fourth souxce also advised on July 26, 1968, that
JARVIS TYNER is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA.

This fourbh source further advised on July 26, 1968, that
tne headquarters of the DCA is located at 3l West 17th Street,
New York, New quk.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California’
January 27, 1969

Title WALTER SHERRILL CROVWE, JR.

’ Character

Reference  Memorandum dated and captioned
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L
‘

v

A1l sources (except any listed ‘below) ‘whose identities
are concealed in referenced commwmnication have furnished relisble
information in the past. ‘
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This document contains neither recommendattons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBI ond 1s loaned to your agency; It ond its contents are not to be gistributed outside
your agency. .
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(Priority)

70: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)
FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) (P)

SUBJECT: KENSALT ) '

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau, 1/28/69 and
Bureau airtel to Los Angeles, 2/5/69.

Photographs received from Bureau with referenced
Bureau airtel and Los Angeles copies of those same photographs

Assistant to Los Angeles County Chief Medical Examiner Dr.
THOMAS NOGUCHI. A receipt for the return of the photographs
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To: SAC, Los Angeles (56-156)
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From:  Director, FBI RE(.)] (62-587)— Y”(g
KENSALT

Reurairtel 1/27/69 to which was enclosed a
letterhead memorandum concerning Walter Sherrill Crowe, Jr.

The Department has indicated that copies of the
above referred to letterhead memorandum should be furnished
to the Prosecutor's Office, Los Angeles County. Handle
and advise.
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Enclosed herewith are two copies of a 1T7-page
weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit of

news media by the Los Angeles County District Attorney's
Office. This release is dated 2/19/69 and is being furnished
for the information of the Bureau
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NENS RELEAS

Office of the District Attorney. ~ “ “Call: .Jerry,Littman
600 Hall_of] Justice News Secretary -
Tos Angeles, California 90012 , 626~3888, Ixt. 82396 <

RELEASS: Ved., Feb. 19, 1969
After 10 a.m.

WEEKLY SUMMARY #37 .
Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the.widespréad interest
in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy din
I
c

os Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- |
deedings in court, the Office of los Angeles County N
jstrict Attorney Svelle J. Younger is publishing a ;
eekly summary -of the-case. This is the 37th

sumnary, and others will be for release on subsequent
Wednesdays.

iHURSDAY,‘FEBRUARY‘é ~- Two prospective alternate jurors'in the | L*
murder'trill of Sirban Bishara Sirhan were unseated today by peremptory

challenges |by both the prosecution and defense.

Mrs. Zena F. Lewis was challenged'on_legal grounds by the prosec-

decide on the matter of guilt or innocence, but that under no circum-

stances could she vote a death penalty.

Pive alternate jurors have been chosen and one seat remains to

be f£illed,{but both sides have 11 peremptory challenges.

cution after she told Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker that she could z

% S ¢

FRIDAY, FSBRUARY 7 ~- “Lawyers in the Sirhan murder triai

labored without success today to complete selection of six alternate K é'
jurors . | " reported a Los Angeles newspaper (HéraldéExaminer). ’ (

Five prospective alternates were examined, but none were chosei.

Mrs. Lindal S. Katrenich was excused because she was so opposed to the

death penalty<that she would never vote for it :in a murdexr case.

Another prospesctive juror, lMrs. Bernadine Holmquist, said her

more e--
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Weekly Summmary 737 -
Page 2 | ~ :

épinions of Sirhaﬂ were so strong that his defense lawyers would have to
prove to her he should not be sen;ito the gas chamber for first degree
murder, addgd‘the'ﬁewspaper;' |

, % ke 3k )
SATURDAY, FZBRUARY 8 -~ “Defénse attorneys in the Sirhan murder
trial expect the admittéd slayer of Sen. Robert F: Kennedy to go‘fo ,
prison for the killing, but they hope to save him from San Quentin's gas
chaﬂbé;," a Los Angeles ﬁewspaper (Herald-Zxaniner) stated today.
Continued the afticie:
“This startling admission came from Sirhan’s chief defense

counsel, Grant B. Cooper, as defense -and prosecution continued their so

‘far unsuccessful search for six alternates for the jury which will try

. the 24-year old Jordanian immigrant.®

Cooper told a prospective juror Ythat not only would the defense
concede Sirhan shot Kennedy, but also it would not attempt to win an

acquittal for him.%

At recess yesterday, the defense lawyer said that this “has been

our plan all along, but we haven't¢ said it puBlicly before. I thought it ’
was time we did,¥ the newspaper qﬁoted Cooper as saying.
~Added the newspaper:
“Defense sources said Sirhan was aware of his lawyers'! strategy
and accepted it. However, Cooper's courtroom announcement appeared to

upset the defendant . . .*

N e e <
-

SUNDAY; FZBRUARY 9 -- Writing of jurors in the Sirhan case,

John Douglas in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald=-ixaminer) noted that they

nore -—-
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will soon Ybegin an experiment in communal living which may last a quarter‘
of a year and end with their decidgng whgther a young man will live or
die.

The 18 jurors (12 pius 6 alternates) will live in isolation in
a downtown Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore), and their material necds will be
the responsibility of Sﬁperior Court bailiffs. The Right Rev. Francis
Zric Bloy, bishop of the Los Angeles Zpiscopal Diocese, will be chaplain
to.the Jury.

ﬁFor the jurors, the Biltmore experience will in many ﬁays be
dike li?iné in a prep-school dormitory. But the prefects will carry guns
and wéar uniforms of Los Angeles deputy sheriffs.

“There will be half a dozen stationed on the Biltmorel!s sixth

floor, where the county has taken over a full wing of 25 rooms for the

Jury.

“Zach juror will:have his own room for which ‘the county will pay
$9 a day. Tﬁe deputy sheriffs will be housed in rooms coéting $8 a day.

“When the jurors want privacy they can stay in their own rooms.
If they seek the society of their colleagues, they will be able to do so.
4in two recreation rooms. Television will be available -~ but censored by
a deputy who will make sure that no television news of ‘the tnial‘ié
available to the jurors énd alternates.

“Jurors will also be able to read newspapers and magazines, but
all reference to the Sirhan case will have been cut from these before the
jurors see them.

“Oh weekends, and ~=- should the trial last that long =~ on

holidays, they will be taken on trips.

noreg =--
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i

“Deputy éheﬁiffkwillard Polhemus, Judge Walker's bailiff for
the last nine years, will be 'socié& dirgctor"for the jurors. He has
done this job before. ’ . . |

“Weekends the jurors can be visited by their husbands and wives,
if they have them. The~yisits can extend overnight, if the spouse is
willing to pay the'Biltm;re £3 for a bed. |

Meals will be paid for by the county at the rate of $8.50 a
day: i} a juror wants more food, or more expensive food, he has to pay
for it himself.

“If a juror wants' a drink, he can have one, ppbvided he+doesn't
want too many.. But, he will have to pay for them himself, The County of
Los Angeles does not buy liquor.

“Ithen the trial is concluded, the jurors will know each other

"betier’than nearly any group in the world.

iAmong them will develop friendships and perhaps even lgve . o .
"And perhaps hate," concluded the article.
%ok

MONDAY,. FSBRUARY 10 -~ Dist. Atty. Evelle J. 'Younger, whose
office 3s prosecuting Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy, met today with prosecution and defense counsel in the
chambers of Superior Judge Herbert V. Valker.

Both sides said later they had discussed 'scale model parts of '
the Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was shot last June 5. They de-
clined further comment, but one Los Angeles newspaper (Times) speculated
that Younger's visit ﬁay mean “a new development . . . in the case against®

Sirnan.

more ==
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Meanwhilé, Grant B. Coopgr, one of Sirhan's lawyers, today pre-
dicted that ‘the sixth and final al%ernate Juror will be chosen~tomorrow
(Tuesday, February 11). |

Another_Los;Angeles'newspaper (Herald-3Ixaminer) guoted Cooper as
saying that 1if the selection is completed by noon on Tuesday, Chief Dep.

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton can make his opeﬁing statement on Thursday,

February 13.

"The alternate jurors, tentatively seated, include Clarence Yaw,
businessmap; Mrs. sleangr’Landgreen, wife of an Ansurance adjustor; John
H. Johnson, computer design engineer; and Mrs. Bertha Feenstra, wife of an
electrician.

All could be removed by ﬁefeﬁse and prosecution peremptory
challenges -~ those for which Jawyers need give no reason.

Concerning today's meeting in the judge's chambers, the news-

paper said "major carpentry that will be needed din the eighth floor Hall

of Justice courtroom where Sirhan is being tried” was discussed.
Continued the newspaper:
“The Los Angeles Police Department's special Sirhan task force™

has constructed two scale models -~ one of the ground floor of the

Ambassador Hotel, the other of the kitchen off the hotel's Zmbassy Room

where Kennedy was shot.

tThe larger mockup will give the jury a view of the scene of the
crime. It will be used instead of letting the jurors visit the hotel.
Security considerations for Sirhan rule out a visit to the scene.

%“The second model =-- that of the kitchen --.will probably be

introduced in evidence, Cooper said.

noxreg =-

>
2025 RELEASE4MBERE:6G-441 76~ “H——s e s ! d
#



‘\
-’ ] . ' '

~Heekiy Summary #37 : . ‘
Page 6 s

‘ ¥Both models are ‘very Jarge and will require considerable re-
arrangement of the small cogytroomt“

As for selection of alternate jﬁrors, 23 prospective ones were
examined today%ltwo tentativeiy seated were removed by prosecution and
defense challenges and two replacements were named.

Three prospecéive alternates were challenged by Dep. Dist. Atty.
John 3. Howard after, they expresse§ strong convictions against the death
penalty. " In two cases, Cooper opposed the prosecution challenge. The

third was not contested.

t
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; : TUESDAY,'FSBﬁUARY 11 -~ During a discussion on the Los Angeles
County court system today, County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn “was especially
critical of the cost of briﬂéing Sirhan B. Sirhan to trial in the assas-
sination of Seq. Robert F. Kehnedy and the weeks spent in picking the
Sirhaﬁ jury, " feported Ray Zeman, county bureau chief, in a los Angeles
newspaper (Times). |

. At ‘the Béard of Supervisors meeting, the lO-member special study
cémmission on judicial procedures Qas asked to review the administration
of justice in the county and make recommendations.

" (Sen. Kennedy was slain on June 5, 1968, and dndicted by the
Grénd Jury two days later. Jury selection began on January i3, 1969).

'With the selection of six alternate jurors today, Superior Judge
Herbert V. Walker swore in the alternate panel and released all 18.jurors
until 8 p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday, February 12) when they are to report to
the Biltmore Hotel to be sequestered for the length of ‘the trial.

The alternate jurors include:

Miss Gloria J. Haffey; George Stitzel, a Los Angeles Times
pressroom foreman; Miss Ruth A. Stillman, insurance company adjuster;
John H. Johnson, computer designer; Clarence Yaw, oil company purchaser;
and Mrs. Zleanor B. Landgreen, housewife and mother of three sons.

% Mok

WSDNESDAY, FIBRUARY 12 -- The>reas§ns:for the Sirhan trial -- the
assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy -- “have been obscured in ‘the past
few weeks as defense and prosecution lawyers have stepped through the
delicate minuet of jury selection and preliminary motions,% John Douglas,

staff writer, noted in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) today.

moyre ==
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' | However,‘he reported thi?gs “will be back in perspective
tomorrow* (Thursday, February 13) when the prosecution opens the case for
‘the People. .

While<there is little argument about the basic facts of Kennedy's
murder, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton told Douglas, "there are
things people don't kno%.“

These will be revealed when the prosecution makes its obening
sﬁatements to the jury and alternates, “but they will ring loudest in the
cars of the man whose fate they are designed to seal -~ Sirhan,ﬁ continued’
Douglas. ) o

After the presentation by the prosecution, one of the defense
attorneys, mile Zola Berman, will speak, said the newsbaper.

“The defense Strategy is to move as rapidly as poséible to take
the edge off" of the prosecution's presentations, “which it admits will be
very damaging." |

The prosecution "is going for %he‘jugular. Sirhan admits slaying
Kennedy, and his lawyers concede he cannot escape punishment. But they
won+ that penalty to be paid in prison, not in the death house.

"The prosecution wants the jury to find the youthful Jordanian
immigrant guilty of first degree murder, and then, in the subsequent
penalty trial, to condemn him.”

Continued the newspaper:

“The defense views the Kennedy murder, in part, as a political
assassination. ﬁs it seeks to prove that Sirhan acted under 'diminisheqd
capacity! ~~ that his killing of Senator Kennedy was without malice --

(- 2ense Lawyer Russell) Parsons' believes that it may be necessary to show

noxre ==
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that obsession wiéh the Arab-Israeli struggle, and Kennedy's avowed es-
pousal of the Israeli cause preyeé on Sirhan's mind. Witnesses will be
produced to testify to this. ‘

YNucleus of the defense case will be the Sirhan family, com-
patriots of the young Arab, and a team of forsensic psychiatrists, headed
by UCLA's Dr. Bernard Diamond.

| "Then,,forecasts'Dep.xDist. Atty. David Fitts:

“1The true arena of this conflict will become the mind of Sirhan
Sirhan.'® |

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) today;declared
‘that ¥Sirhan Bishara Sirhan probably will plead guilty to first-degree
murder in the slaying of Sen. Robert F. ¥énnedy . . .7

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 -~ The prosecution made itsopening state-
ment today in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case,;aftef Superior Judge Herbert V.
Walker denied a motion for mistrial made by Defense Lawyer Grant B. Cogper.

The motion for a mistrial Qas based on grounds that a story in a‘
Los Angeles newspaper (Times) yesterday 'prejudiced Sirhan's rights to a
fairjtrial by saying the 24-year old defendant probably would change his
plea from innocent to, guilty of first-degree murder," wrote Dave Smith,
staff writer.

The denial was issued by the judge after he questioned the jurors
privately in chambers. “Though several jugors admitted hearing of the
story, Judge Walker said, all agreed they could disregard it and decide
the case solely on the basis of evidence produced in court,’ the news-

paper related.

moxre -=—
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Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts made the opening statement for
the prosccution and presented this information:

Sirhan was in the.Ambassaer Hotel kitchen 47 hours before the
assassination ?nd was Seen by two witnesses.

| Returning to the kitchen on June 5, 1968, Sirhan shot the
Senator at almost point-blank range, firing several shots which fatally
wounded Kennedy and injured five others.
. On‘the day of the shootiﬁg, Sirhan spent most of the time at the

San Gabriel Valley Gun Club, and told another club patron he was going to
use his gun for hunting. .

"It could kill a dog,* Fitts said Sirhan told a witness who will
testify later in the trial, reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-
Examiner). »

Sirhan told Jess Unruh, former State Assembly speaker, he shot
Kennedy %“for my country.” The statement was made when Unrih accompanied
Sirhan and t;o police officers to the Rampart Division Police Station f{ol~
~<uwing the arrest of the Jordanian Ammigrant. Unruh will testify to this
Fitts‘saié, according to the newspaper.

Fitts began his presentation with a series of. key dates, which
ne ligted in chronological order.

The first was August 10, 1965, when Albert Leslie Hertz purchased
a .22 caliber *Cadet® Iver-Johnson, eight-shoﬁ revolver. The pistol
~wcntually found its way into the possession of George Erhart, a co-worker
of Munir Sirhan, the defendant's brother.

On the next date, on or about February 2, 1968, Fitts added,

Zrhart drove to the Sirhan home in Pasadena, with a companion and *in the

more -=

2025 RELEASEUNDERE G- 4176 = , e



E ' ' : |
Weekly Summar‘y #37 . '
Page 11

daylight hours waited jointly for Munir and Sirhan Sirhan." The purpose
of ‘the visit was to sell Munir the’guh, reported the newspaper.

Munir produced $19 and the defendant paid $6 for the gun. |

On June 1, 1968, Sirhan visited a gun shop in Pasadena, where he
purchésed "several boxes of .22 caliber ammunition éalled 'mini-magnun’
from a clerk,"” said Fitts.

FGetting ahead of my story," Fitts continued, *Sen. Kennedy was
killed with mini-magnum ammunition.¥®

On June 2; 1968, there was a reception for the Senator and ¥. . .
among those who attended was Sirban Sirhan. He was observed in tpe lobby
area" of the Ambassador Hotel.

Fitts also stated that Mrs. Miriam Davis went into ‘the Ambassador
kitchen~for a drink of water and "she observed Sirhan in one of the kit-
chens leaning on a bar, dressed casually. She mistook him for a hopel
employee.

l"sﬁe will testify at this trial.® - .

The next date noted by Fitts was June 4, 1968, eléction day.
Sirhan went to tﬁe San Gabriel Valley Gun Club where he “spent hours on
the pistol Trange, enéaged in rapid fire pr%ctice at which he excelled.”

On June 5, said Fitts, Sirhan ¥stood on a tray rack in a recess
area immediately alongside the ice machine. Sirhan stepped quickly from
the rack . . .

“The Senator stood all unawafe.

*Sirhan reached into the waistbaﬁd of his trousers.

“He walked to the side of Karl Uecker (hotel maitre de standing
with Kennedy) . .

mnore ==
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’ “He extended his right arm across in front of Ueéker. His left
hand was in the viciﬁity of the Senator's head . . . and at point-blank
range he f{ired.eight shots.
' It is probably the Tirst shot that resulted in the Senator's
death 25 hours later.
“The muzszle raﬁge (of this Shot),was one dinch. Kennedy's right
hand went to his right ear.¥®
| The force of thexshots knocked Kennedy to the ground. WHe fell
backward and came to rest diagonally to the ice machine.” '
. Fitts said that Bill Barry, a Kennedy bodyguard, wrestled the
gun away from Sirhan, but the wiry Jordanian regained it. *. . . the scene
was complete pandemonium . . .
“Roosevelt Grier (former football. star and member of the Kennedf

team) was accompanying Mrs. Ethel Kennedy . . .. They were still outside

‘the kitchen.

MGrier is a large man . . .

“He pushed his way through the crowd,. . . and wrestled the gun

from the defendant . .

"He gave it to Rafer Johnson (former Olympic decathlon star and
another Kennedy partisén) for safekeeping_. .G ) |

Fitts continued, “Johnson asked, !'Why did you do 3it?'¥

“Sirhan answered, 'I will explain.'V

Fitts then proceeded to tell of Sirhan's arrest and his refusal
to divulge his name to pdliée.

When Travis VWhite, one of the police officers who arrested

Sirhdn, asked the defendant about the crime, Sirhan replied: *You think

moxre =~-
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I am crazy . . . S0 you can use it in evidence against me . . .*»

Sirbhan carried no documéhts when arrested, but did have an
auggﬁdbile'key and $480.10 in cash, includiﬁg four $100 bills.

The key led to trac&ng the defendant’s car parked near the Am-
baSSador Hotel. 1In the car was Sirhan's wallet and a receipt for ammuni-
tion bearding his iinge:érints.

Sirhan, continued Fitts, was not ddentified until his brother,
Muﬁir;awent to the Pasadena Police Station to ideptify hinm.

Kennedy, related the deputy district attorney, was takeﬁ to the
Central Réceiving Hospital and 1éter transferred to Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal, where a team of physicians, led by Dr. Henry Cuneo, performed brain
surgery. ‘ ‘

A bullet was recovered which ballistics tests will show was
fired from Sirhan's gun, Fitts alleged.

| " Continuing his narration, Fitts stated: <

At roughly 1:45 a.m., June 6, 1968, the Senator expired. He
was pronounced dead by Dr. Cuneo.® |

There were "“five bullet holes in the coat the Senator was
wearing -- three entry holes and two exit,* said Fitts. #Tests showed

that the muzzle range for all the shots fired ranged from one to six

inches.

b
»

“The evidence in this case will show that the defendant, Sirhan
Sirhan, alone was responsible for this tfagic incident. ‘

"He acted alone and not in concer£ with others . . ." concluded
Fitts, \ .

. " One Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that, ¥The

nore e-
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defense scored oneipoint during the prosecution opening.

Fitts tried to make‘ref;rence~to diaries Sirhan kept which were
seized in a search of his Pasadena home the morning of the shooting. The
defense, which zlaims they were seized illegally, objected, and Judge
Herbert V. Walker, presiding over the trigl, sustained -their objéction.”

Before Fitts gegan his presentation, Judge Walker told the
Jurors that all of the aﬁtorneys‘were_"competent, ethical and good lawyersd¥

‘He also stated that opening sﬁatements were not to be considered

as evidence, but rather as outlines of what the defense and prosecut:ion

propose to prove. i ¢

e 3%
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FRIDAY, FABRUARY 14 -- "Sirhan Bishara Sirhan rose from his
chair to protest the opening stateﬁ;nt of his own defense counsel Friday,
as attorney fFmile Zola Berman described him as an 'immature, emotionally
disturbed and mentally i1l yoﬁ;h,'” reported Dave Smith, staff writer, in
a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

As Berman saidihis client, the accused assassin of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy, was mentally ill, Sirhan began to rise from his chair
and murmured “No, No,%™ continued the writer.

- At this point, Superior Court Inspector William Conroyileaned
over the chair of Michael McCowan, defense ihvestigator, and said *Talk
to him, Mike.¥®

McCowan leaned over, pushed Sirhan back into his chaif with both
hands and lectured him for several minutes as Berman continued his opening
statement.

In his remarks, Berman said, “There is no doubt and we have told
you this from the beginning, that he did in fdet fire the shot that killed
Senator Kennedy."

Berman added that his client Vadmired and loved® the Senator and
killed ‘the Senator when “he was out of contact.with reality, in a trance

in which he had no voluntary control over his will, his judgment, his

feelings or his actions.V

The attorney said that the killing “was unplanned and undeliber-
ate; impulsive and without premeditation or malice, totally a product of a
sick, obsessed mind and personality.”

He then outlined a story of wartime atrocity and childhood

emotional disturbance -in Sirhan's first 12 years in his native Palestine,

more ==
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éaying that it was‘at the sight of violence in the Israeli-Arab conflicts,
and exposure to danger and flight }rom bombs that Sirhan began to ex?eri—
ence Speils or trances. |

'Berman claimed that’psychiatrists and sociologists would support
defense evidence that these experiences left the defendant with obsessions
and fantasies that deepéned seriously after the family immigrated here in
1957, £inally leaving him so mentally deteriorated that he was incapable
éf‘bré%ediated murder, the newspaper reported.

The late Senator's campaign statements in May and June, 1968,
advocating U. S. military aid to Israel were a “heavy shock™ to 3irhan,
said Berman.

In concluding the opening statement, Berman asked the jury ¥to

. listen to the evidence, to adopt what science has to offer and to consult

your conscience. In short, let true justice be done.®

Following the statement, the prosecution called three witnesses,
Karl Uecker, assistant maitre d'hotel at the Ambassador Hotel; Zdward
Minasian, formerly an assistant maitre d'hotel; and Juan Romero, Jformer .
busboy.

Uecker told the jury that he was leading Sen. Kennedy by the
right hand from a victory celebration in the 2mbassy Ballrbom to another
party on the floor.below %hen an unidentified Kennedy aide told him:

"No, we're not going to go there. We're going to the press
room. ™

It was last-minute decision, said the hotel official. As Uecker

“led Xennedy, someone“brushed.past him quickly as he looked another way,

and Uecker heard “something like a firecracker,” followed by another and

another.

more ==
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The.firsé “firecracker,“‘the prosecution told ‘the jury in its
opening statement yestefday,,was a bullet fired from one dnch from the
Senator's head, and is,. believed to have béen“the shot that resulted in his
death, 25 hours ;later.
~ Minasian, who was also leading the Senator, said he believed

Kennedy saw the gun thaé took his life.

Y believe he raised his, hand to try to protect himsel{ because
I'm sure he saw the revolver, the same as I did,¥ Minasian told the jury.

’The other witness, Romero, said he knelt beside the stricken
senator and placed a rosary in ‘the dying hand. .o

The defense lawyers questioned the three witnesses 'closely on
the placement of Jarge wall mirrors 0u£side the Zmbassy Ballréom, where

Sirhan is said to have loitered for much of the evening," reported a Los

Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the article:
! “The purpose of these questions was not specified, but they
seemed to indicate the defense m{éht attempt to show that Sirhan was in a
state of self-induced hypnosis at the time of the slaying. |
“The questions recalled Berman's earlier statéments about Sirhan's
dabbling with mystic experiments with fishing sinkers, candles and mirrors,
‘his Yspells¥ and "trances“iand'hypnosis performed on him since the

*

assassination by defense psychiatrists.
it
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“NEWS RELEASE FOR FURTHSR INFORMATICN
Office of the District Attorney Call: Jerry . Littman
600 Hall of Justice News Secretary
Los Angeles, California 90012 626-3888, Ixt. 82396

RELEASE: VWed., Feb. 19, 1969
' After 10 a.nm.

WAEKLY SUMMARY 7137

Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro-

ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County

District Attorney ZIvelle J. Younger is publishing a

weekly summary of ‘the case. This is the 37th :

summary, and others will be for release on subsequent
Wednesdays.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 ~~ Two prospective alternate jurors in the
murder trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan were unseated today by peremptory
challenges by both the prosecution and defense.

Mrs. Zena F. Lewis was challenged.on legal grounds by the prose-
cution after she told Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker that.she could
decide on the matter of guilt or innocence, but that under no circum-
stances could she vote a death penalty.

Five alternate jurors have been chosen and one seat remains to

[ PR S

be filled, but both sides have 1l peremptory challenges.

., -’ \)
oSk %k

f

FRIDAY, FZBRUARY 7 -- ®“Lawyers in the Sirhan murder trial

labored without success today to complete selection of six alternate

Jurors . , ." reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Ixaminer).

JFive prospective alternates were examined, but none were chosen.
Mrs. Linda S. Katrenich was excused because she was so opposed to the
death penalty that she would never vote for it in a murder case.

Another prospective juror, Mrs., Bernadine Holmguist, said her

more ==
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opinions of Sirhan were so strong that his defense lawyers would have to
prove to her he should not be sent to the gas chamber for first degree

i

murder, added' the newspaper.

. e o Sk
1
k]

SATURDAY, FZIBRUARY 8 —-“HDefen;e attorneys in the Sirhan murder
trial expect ‘the admittéd slayer ,of Sen. Robert F: Kennedy to go to
prison for the killing, but they hope to save him from San Quentin's gas
chamber, a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Zxaminer) stated today,

Continued the article:

. “This startling admission came from Sirhan's éhief defense

counsel, Grant B. Cooper, as defense and prosecution continued their so

‘far unsuccessful search for six alternates for the Jury which will try

the 24~year o0ld Jordanian immigrant.® »
Cooper told a prospective juror “that not only would the defense
concede Sirhan shot Kennedy, but also it would not attempt to win an

acquittal for him.™

At recess yesterday, thé defense lawyer said that this “has been

our plan all along, but we haven't said it publicly before. I thought it
was time we did," the newspaper quoted Cdoper as saying:

Added the newspaper: |

.“Defense,sources'said Sirhan was aware of his lawyers' strategy
and accepted it. However, Cooper's courtroom announcement appeareggggﬁ

upset the defendant . . .¥

S e %

SUNDAY, FIEBRUARY 9 -- Writing of jurors in the Sirhan case,

John. Douglas in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-:ixaminer) noted that they

mnore -—-

2025 RELEASEUNDERTE® 14476 *= T x -



e

e U v e o e e

. f
.
¢ - .
! '
“ * . B Fl

¢

Weekly Summary #37 ¢
rage 3 \ )

will soon Ybegin aﬁ experiment in communal living which may last a quartef'
of a year and end with their deciding wh;ther a young man will live or
die.t ' ’ '

The 18 jurors (12 pius 6 alternates) will live in isolation in
a downtown Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore), and their material needs will be
the responsibility of SQéeriOr Court bailiffs. The Right Rev. Francis
Zric Bloy, bishop of the Los Angeles Episcopal Diocese, will be chaplain
to éhewjury, |

“For the jurors, the Biltmore experience will in many ways be
Yike liQing_in a ‘prep-school dormitory. But the prefects will carry guns
and wear uniforms of Los Angeles deputy sheriffs.

“There will be half a dozen stationed on the Biltmore'!s sixth

.floof, where the county has taken over a full wing of 25 rooms for -the

i

Jury.
‘ “Zach Jjuror will have his own room for which -the county will pay

$9 a day. The deputy sheriffs will be housed in rooms costing $& a day.

“When the jurors want privacy they can stay in their own rooms.
If they seek the society of their colleagues, they will be able to do so .,
in two recreation rooms. Television will be available -- but censored by
a deputy who will make sure that no television news of the trial is
available.to the jurors and alternates.

“Jurors will also be able to réad‘newspapers and magazines, but
all reference to the Sirhan case will have been cut from these before the
jurors see thenm. '

On weekends, and -- should the trial last that long -- on

holidays, they will be taken on trips.

nore -~-
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| ¥ Deputy éheriff Willard Polhemus, Judge Walker's bailiff for

the last nine years, will be,'socié& dirgctor' for the jurors. He has

done this job before. | _ | |

"Weekends ‘the jurors can be -visited by their husbands and wives,
if they have them. The Yisits can extend overnight, if the spouse is
willing to pay ‘the Biltmore $3 for a bed. ‘

Meals will be paid for by the county at the rate of $8.50 a
day. 1If a juror wants more food, or more expensive,food, he has to pay
for it himself.

T4 1 NYf a juror wants' a drink, he can have one, provided hevdoesn't
want too many. But, he will have to pay for them himself, The Counﬁy of
Los Angeles does not buy liquor. -

“ihen the trial is concluded, the jurors will know each other
better than nearly any group in the world.

“Among them will develop friendships and perhaps even leve . et

“And perhaps hate,' concluded the article.

P .

MONDAY, FSBRUARY 10 -~ Dist. Atty. Zvelle J. Younger, whose
office is prosecuting Sirhan B. Sirhan,"tﬁe accused assassin of Senator
Robeft*F. Kennedy, met today with prosecution and defense counsel in the
chambers of Superior Judge herbert V. Valker.

Both sides said later they had discussed scale model parts of
‘the Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was shot last June 5. They de-
clined further comment,, but one Los Angeles newspaper (Timeé} speculated |
that Younger's visit may mean "a new development . . . in the case against®

Sirhan.

more =--
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Meanwhile, Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan's lawyers, today pre-
! <

dicted that the sixth and final alternate juror will be chosen tomorrow '

(Tuesday, February 11).

Another Los Angeles.newspaper (Herald-2xaminer) guoted Cooper as
saying that if the selection is completed;by noon on Tuesday, Chief Dep.
Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Cométon can make his cpening‘ﬁtatemenb on Thursday,
February 13.

| The alternate jurors, tentatively seated, include Clarence Yaw,
JbusineSSmaﬁ} Mrs. Zleanoxr landgreen, wife of an insurance adjusﬁor; John
H. Johnson, computer desigd engineer; and Mrs. Bertha Feenstra, wife of an
electrician.

All could be removed by defense and prosecution peremptory
challenges ~- those for which lawyers need givé no reason.

Concerning today's meeting in the judge's chambers, the news-
paper said "major carpentry that will be needed 4in the eighth floor Hall
of Justice courtroom where Sirhan is being tried” was discussed.

Continued the newspaper:

“The Los Angeles Police Department's special Sirhan task force’
has constructed two scale models -~ one of the ground'floo} of the.
Ambassador Hotel, the other of the kitchen off the hotel's Zmbassy Room
where Kennedy was shot.

“The largexr mockup will give the jury a view of the scene of the
crime. It will be used instead of letting the jurors visit the hotel.
Security considerations for Sirhan rule out a visit to the scene.

HThe second model —- that of the kitchen -- will probably be

introduced in evidence, Cooper said.

nore —--
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“Both models are very large and will require coﬁsiderable re=-
arrangement of the éma}l courtroom. ¢ , ‘
As for selection of alternate jurors, 23 prospective ones were
examiged'today, two tentativeiy seated were removed by vrosecution and
defense challenges and two replacements were named.
Three_prospecﬁive alternates we;e challenged by Dep. Dist. Atty.
John 3. Howard after they expressed strong convictions against the death

penalty. JIn two cases, Cooper opposed the prosecution challenge. The

third was not contested.
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TUESDAY," FEBRUARY 11 -- During a discussion on the Los Angeles
County court system today, County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn %was especially
critical of the cost of bringing Sirhan B. Sirhan to triéliin the assas-
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the weeks spent in picking the
Sirhaﬁ‘jury,“ reported Ray Zeman, county bureau chief, in a Los Angeles
newspaper (Times). ' “

At the Board of Supervisors meeting, the 1O-member special study
commission on judicial procedures was asked to review the administration
of justice in the county and make recommendations.

(Sen. Kennedy was‘slain'on June 5, 1968, and indicted by the
Grand Jury two days later. Jury selection began on January i3, 1969).

" With the selection of six alternate jurors today, Superior Judée
Herbert V. Walker swore in the alternéte panel and released all 18 jurors
until 8 p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday, February 12) when they are to report to
the Biltmore Hotel to be séquestered for the length of the trial. .

The alternate jurors include: .

Miss Gloria J. Haffey; George Stitzel, a Los Angeles Times
pressroom,foremaq;,Miss'Ruth,A. Stillman, insurance company adjuster;

John H. Johhson, computer designer; Clarence Yaw, oil company purchaser;
and Mrs. Zleanor B. Landgreen, housewife and mother of three sons.
¥ e

WIDNESDAY, F.IBRUARY 12 -~ The reasons for the Sirhan trial -- the
assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy -- "have been obscured in the past
few weeks as defense and prosecution iawyers have stepped through the
delicate minuet of jury selection and preliminary motions,* John Douglas,

staff writer, noted in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) today.

more =-—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.Ort%6 -



‘o

;
' .
o . b ¢ R .

Weekly Summary #37 p

Page 8 -
However, he reported things *will be back in perspective
L 4

somorrow” (Thursday, February 13) when the prosecution opens the case for

the People.

While there dis little argument about the basic facts of Kennedy's

murder, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton told Douglas, *there are

things people don't know.F®

These will be revealed when the prosecution makes its opening
sta;eménts to the jury and alternates, “but they will ring loudest invthe
ears of the man wnose fate they are designed‘to.seal ~~ Sirhan,® continued
Douglas. ; S ‘

After the presentation by the prosecution, one of the defense
attorneys, ¥mile Zola Berman, will 'speak, said the newspaper.

“The defense Strategy is to move as rapidly as possible to take

the edge off" of the prosecution's presentations, *which it admits will be

-

very damaging.¥

The prosecution “is going for the jugular. Sirhan admits slaying
Kennedy, and his lawyers concede he cannot escape punishment. But they
w~nt that penalty to be paid in prison, not in the death house.

"The prosecution wants the jury to find the youthful Jordanian
immigrant guilty of first degree murder, and then, in the subéequent
penalty trial, to condemn him.®

Continued the newspaper:

“The defense views the Kennedy murder, in part, as a political
assassination. As it seeks to prove that Sirhan acted under ‘diminished

capacity! ~- that his killing of Senator Kennedy was without malice -~

(hsfense Lawyer Russell) Parsons believes that it may be necessary to show

more -—-
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that obsession wiéh the Arab-Israeli struggle; and Kennedy's avowed es-
pousal of the Israeli cause preyed on Slrhan's mind. Witnesses will be
produced to testify to thls

¥Nucleus of the defense case will be the Sirhan family, com~

patriots of the young Arab, and a team of forsensic psychiatrists, headed

by UCLA's Dr. Bernard Dﬁamond. p

%“Then, forecasts Dep. Dist. Atty. David Fitts:

" %1The true arena of this conflict will become the mind of Sirhan
Sirhan.'"_ _
- | Meanwhileé, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) today:declared
that “Sirhan Bishara Sirhan probably will plead guilty to first- degree
murder in the slaying of Sen. Robert F Kennedy . . .%
e Sk Mk

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 -- The prosecution made itsopening state-
ment today in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case, after Superior Judge Herbert V.
w;iker denied a motion for mistrial made by Defense Lawyer Grant B. Cogper.

The motion for a mistrial was based on grounds that a story in a.
Los Angeles newspaper (Times) yesterday %prejudiced Sirhan's rights to a
»fair‘trial by saying the 24-year old defendant probably would change his
plea from innocent to guilty of first-degrec murder," wrote Dave Smith,
staff writer. ' |

The denial was issued by the judge after he questioned the jurors
privately in chambers. “Though several jurors admitted hearing of the
story, Judge Walker said, a1l agreed they could disregard it and decide
the case solely on the basis of evidence produced in'court," the news-

paper related.

moxre -
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Dep. Dist. Atty. David: N. Fitts made the openiné statenent for
the prosecution and presented this information:

Sirhan was in the Ambassador Hotel kitchen 47 hours before the
assassination and was seen by two witnesses.

-~ Returning to the kitchen on June 5, 1968, Sirhan shot the
Senator at almqét point~blank range, firiﬁg several shots which,fatal;y
wounded‘Kenqedy and injured five others. I

On the day of the shooting, Sirhan spent most of the time at the
San Gabriel Valley Gun Club, and -told enother club patron he was$ going to
use his gun for hunting. ,
_ Tt could kill a dog,¥ Fitts said Sirhan told a witness who will
testify later in the trial, reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald- .
Examiner). | l

Sirhan told Jess Unruh, former State Assembly speaker, he shot
Kennedy ¥for my country.¥ The statement was made when Unruh accompanied
Sirbhan and t;o police officers to the Rampart Division Police Station fol-
Louing the arrest of the Jordanian immigrant. Unruh will testify to this
Fitts said, according to ‘the newspaper.

Fitts began his presentation with a series of key dates, which
ne Yisted in chronological order. ‘

The first was August 10, 1965, when Albert leslie Hertz purchased
a .22 caliber “Cadet’ Iver-Johnson, eight-shot revolver. The pistol
~~zntually found its way into the possession of George Erhart, a co-worker
of Munir Sirhan, the defendant's brother.

On the next date, on or about February 2, 1968, Fitts added,

Irhart drove to the Sirhan home in Pasadena, with a companion and “in the

nore --
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daylight hours waited jointly for Munir and Sirhan Sirhan.® The purpose
of the visit was to sell Munir the' gun, reported the newspaper. ‘

Munir produced $19 and the defendant paid $6 for the gun.

On June 1, 1968, Sirhan visited a gun shop 4n Pasadena, where he
purchésed Yseveral boxes of .22 caliber ammunition called ‘mini-magnum!
from a clerk,¥ said Fitts.

"Getting ahead of my story,” Fitts continued, “Sen. Kennedy was
killed‘with mini-magnum ammunition.®

On June 2, 1968, there was a reception for the Senator and ¥%. . .
among those who attended was Sirhan Sirhan. He was observed in tpe lobby

area’ of the Ambassador Hotel.

Fitts also stated that Mrs. Miriam Davis went into the Ambassador

kitchen for a drink of water and "she observed Sirhan in one of the kit-

chens leaning on a bar, dressed casually. She mistook him for a hopel
employee.

She will testify at this trial.:

The next date noted by Fitts was June 4, 1968, election day.
Sirhan went to the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club where he ¥spent hours on
the pistol range, enéaged in rapid fire practice at which he exceXled.®

On June 5, said Fitts, Sirhan Ystood on a tray rack in a recess
area immeaiatéiy alongside the ice machine. Sirhan stepped quickly from
the rack . . .

"The Senator stood all unaware.

"Sirhan reached into the waistband of his trousers.

“He walked to the side of Karl Uecker (hotel maitre de standing

with Kennedy) . . .

nore =-
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' ViHe cxﬁenaed his xight arm across in front of Uecker. .His left
hand was in the vicinity of the Seﬁgtor's head . . . and at point-blank
range he fired.eight shots.
‘ 1t 4s probably thehfirst shot that resulted in the Senator's
death 25 hours later.
“The muzzle raﬁge (of this shot) was one inch. Kennedy's right

4

hand went to his right ear.®
" The force of the shots knocked Kennedy to the ground. VHe fell
backward and came to rest diagonally to the ice machine.¥®

Fitts said that Bill Barry, a Kennedy bodyguard, wrestled the
gun away from Sirhan, but the wiry Jordanian regained it. ¥. . . the(scene
was complete pandemonium . . .

YiRoosevelt Grier (former football star and member of the Kennedf
tecam) was accompanying Mrs. Sthel Kennedy C They were still outside
the kitchen.

iGrier is a large man . .

“He pushed his way through the crowd . . . and wrestled the guﬁ

from the defendant . . .

"He gave it to Rafer Johnson (former Olympic decathlon star and
another Kgnnedy partisan) for safekeeping . . .© |

Fitts continued, "Johnson asked, 'Why did you do it?!'®

“Sirhan answered, 'I will explain.'®
| Fitts then proceeded to tell of Siyhan's arrest and his refusal
to divulge his name to poliée.

When Travis White, one of the police officers who arrested

Sirhan, asked the defendant about the criﬁe, Sirban replied: ‘'You think

moreg ==
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I am crazy . . . sb‘you can use it in evidence against me . . %

Sirhan carried no_ddcuméhts when arrested, but did have an
automobile key and $480.10 4in cash, including}four $100 bills.

The key led to tracing‘the defendant's car parked near the Am-
baséador Hotel. JIn the car was Sirbhan's wallet and a receipt for ammuni-
tion bearing his iingerérints.

Sirhan, continued Fitts, was not identified until his brother,
Munir, went to the Pasadena Police Station to identify him.

Kennedy, related the deputy district attorney, was taken to the
Central Receiving Hospital and later transferred to Good Samaritan Hospi-

tal, where a team of physicians, led by Dr. Henry Cuneo, performed brain

T surgery.

A bullet was recovered which balliétics tests will show was
fired from Sirhan's gun, Fitts alleged.

Coptinﬁing his narration, Fitts stated:

At roughly 1l:45 a.m., June 6, 1968,’the Senator expired. He
was pronounced dead by Dr. Cuneo.® -

There were *“five bullet holes in the coat the Senator was
wearing -- three entry holes and two exit," said Fitts.  'Tests showed
that the muzzle range for all the shots fired ranged from one to six
Anches. ! .

"The evidence in this case will show that the defendant, Sirhan
Sirhan, alone was responsible for this tragic incident.

“He acted alone and not in concert with others . . ." concluded

Fitts.

One Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that, “The

nore --
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defense scored one-point during-th? prosecution opening.

"Fitts tried to make reference to diaries Sirhan kept which were
seilzed din a search of his Pasadena home the morning of the shooting. The
defen$e, which claims they were seized illegally, objected, and Judge
Herbert V. Valker, presiding over the trial, sustained their objection.F”

Before Fitts ﬂegan his presentation, Judge Walker told the
Jurors that all of the attorneys were *competent, ethical and good lawyers X

| He also stated ‘that opening sﬂatements were not to be considered

as evidence, but rather as outlines of what the defense and prosecution
propose to prove. - : : ! x . ,

% %k
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FRIDAY,_FEBRUARY 14 -- "Sirhan Bishara Sirhan rose from his
chair to protest the opening statem;nt of his own defense counsel Friday,
as attorney Zmile Zola Berman described him as an 'immature, emotidnally
disturbed and mentally 31l you£h,'“:reported Dave Smith, staff writer, in
a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

As Berman said'his client, the accused assassin of Senator
Robért F. Kennedy, was mentally il1, Sirhan began to rise from his chaif
aﬁd'ﬁufﬂured “No, No,¥ continued the writer.

- : At this point, Superior Court Inspector William Conroy leaned
over the chair of Michael McCowan, defense dnvestigator, and said FTalk
to him, Mike.¥

McCowan leaned over, pushed Sirhah back into his chair with both
hands and lectured him for several minutes as Berman continued his opening
statement.

In his remarks, Berman said, “There is no doubt and we have told
you this from the beginning, ‘that he did in fact fire the shot that killed
Senator Kennedy.¥

Berman added that his client Yadmired and loved” the Senator and
killed the Senator when “he was out of contact.with reality, in a trance
in which he had no voluntary control over his will, his judgment, his
feelings or his actions.!'

The attorney said that the killing Fwas unplanned and undeliber-
ate; impulsive and without premeditation or malice, totally a product of a
sick, obsessed mind and personality.”

He then outlined a story of wartime atrocity and childhood

emotional disturbance in Sirhan's first 12 years in his native Palestine,

mnore =—-
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éaying that it was'at'the sight of violence Ain the Israeli-Arab conf{licts,
and ekposure to danger and glight.}rom bombs that Sirhan began to experi-
ence spells or ‘trances. .

( ‘Berman claimed that psychiatrists and sociologists would support

-defense evidence that these experiences left the defendant with obsessions

and fantasies that deepened seriously after the family dmmigrated here in

- 1957, finally leaving him so mentally deteriorated that he was incapable

'of'premediated murder, the newspaper reported.

‘The late Senator's campaign statements in May and June, 1968,

“advocating U. 8. military aid to Israel were a *heavy shock™ to Sirhan,

said Berman.
" In concluding the opening statement, Berman asked the jury “to

listen to the evidence, to adopt what science has to offer and to consult

. your conscience. In short, let true justice be done.*®

Following the statement, the pfosecution called three witnesses,
Karl Uecker, assistant maitre d'hotel at the Ambassador Hotel; Sdward
Minasian, formerly an assistant daitre d'hotel; and Juan Romero, former
busboy. :

Uecker told the jury that he was Jeading Sen.' Kennedy by the

right hand from a victory celebration in the Zmbassy Ballroom to anothexr

party on the floor below wﬁen an unidentified Kennedy aide told him:

"No, we're not going to go there. We're going to the press
room.™

It was last-minute decision, said the hotel official. As:Uecker
led Kennedy, someone brushed past him quickly as he looked another way,
and Uecker heard "something like a firecracker,” followed by another and

another.

‘ moxe ==~
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| The:firs% Hfirecracker,“&the prosecution told the jury in its
opening statement yesterday, was a bullet fired from one dinch from the
Senator's head, and is believed to have been the shot that resulted in his
death,k 25 hours later.

Minasian, who was also leading the Senator, said he believed
Xennedy saw the gun that took his life.

“I believe he raised his hand to try to protect himself because
I;m sure he saw the revolver, the same as I did,” Minasian told the jury.

The other witness, Romero, said he knelt beside the séricken
senator and placed a rosary 3in the dying hand. ’

The defense lawyers questioned the three witnesses “closely on
the placement of large wall mirrors outside the ZSmbassy Ballroom, where
Sirhan is said to have loitered for much of the evening," reported a los
Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the article:

§

“The purpose of these questions was not specified, but they

Il

seemed to indicate ‘the defense might attempt to show that Sirban was in a ) ]

state of self-induced hypnosis at the time of the slaying.

“The questions recalled Berman's earlier statements about Sirhan's

dabbling with mystic experiments with fishing sinkers, candles and mirrors,

‘his "spells®¥ and Ytrances® and hypnosis performed on him since the

assassination by defense psychiatrists.
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Airtel to Los Angeles, et al,
KENSALT

results of your inquiry leave no doubt as to the exact
relationship that existed hetween Walter Crowe, Thomas Good
and Sirhan B, Sirhan prior to 6/5/68, and the extent of
influence of Crowe and/or Good over Sirhan, if any,

Additionally, recipient offices should contact
respective top-level sources to determine if these sources
are in possession of any information indicating a possible
conspiracy involving the CP and/or its members in the
assassination of the late Senmator Kennedy., These sources
should be specifically queried as to whether Crowe, Good or
8irhan were or are known to them personally and, if so, the
extent of such knowledge should be fully explored, For the
information of the New York and Miami Offices, Crowe is
described as a 23-year-old white male, 5'7", 135 pounds,
medium build, brown hair and brown eyes. He is a graduate
of the University of California at Los Angeles and is currently
employed as a social worker by Los Angeles County., He was a
member of the W, E, B, DuBois Clubs and a member of the
Student Club, Los Angeles CP from 1966 through 1968,

Thomas Good is described as a white male, aged 23, 5'2",

135 pounds, brown hair and brown eyes. He is a graduate of
San Jose State College, California, is currently unemployed
and resides at 245 Page Street, San Francisco, California.
He became affiliated with the Students for:a Democratic
Society in 1965 and became a member of the San Jose CP Youth
Club in either late 1967 or early 1968,

' Los Angeles and San Francisco should insure that
photographs of Crowe and Good are promptly furnished recipient
offices where needed,

Results of the above-requested investigation should
be submitted in memorandum form suitable for dissemination
bearing the above caption., This matter must be handled
maturely and exhaustively and no undue delay will he tolerated.
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NOTE: )
‘Sirhan B, Sirhan is currently on trial in LA
for the assassination of the late Senator Kennedy,
Investigation has determined that prior to the assassination,
Sirhan was friendly with Crowe and Good, both of whom are f
on the SI of ‘the LA and SF Offices, respectively, because

‘0f CP membership. Crowe, when previously interviewed
concerning this matter, admitted having a meeting with

Sirhan as late as 5/2/68 at which time many subjects were
discussed but he denied discussing the late Senator Kennedy
or any implication of a CP conspiracy connected with his
assassination, The Departmemt in the enclosure, for the
purpose of resolving whether or not a complicity surrounds
the assassination, has requested that specific investigation
be conducted that would tend to confirm oxr deny such a
complicity. It is not foreseen that the above-requested
investigation will interfere in any way with the security
operations of this Bureau,
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