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Ré Kansas City report of SA WEETER S. POND 2/10/69.

TO: = DIRECTOR, FBI ‘ e §A

i

Frederick Alexander Michelson. - -+ = |
ASSASSINATION OF.JOHN.F,.KENNEDY, DOCTOR MARTIN
LUTHER XKING, AND SENATOR ROBERT F, KENNEDY

FRED ALEXANDER MICHAELSON, aka o mc %ﬂ
(1

_ Dallas, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, and Memphis -were
furnished one Xerox copy of letter written by MICHAELSONt‘to the
U. S. Marshal, Kansas.City, Missouri. “z Iz

- bea

-l 1.

v d

On 2/24/69, U. S. Marshal OWENS, Kansas Cﬁty, Missouri
made available a letter which he had received from FRED U
MICHAELSON, a federal prisoner located at Liberty, Missouri. ‘
This letter was dated 2/5/69. In this letter to th&”y. S:
Maxrshal, MICHAELSON claimed to have valuable information */
concerning the assassination of JOHN F., KENNEDY, MARTIN LUTHER
KING, and Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY. A review of referenced
report reveals that FREDERICK ALEXANDER MICHELSON, the subject
of Kansas City file # 87-21205, Bureau file ¥ 87-95561, and

bad information concerning the assassination of JOHN F. XENNEDY
on 11/22/63, of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING on 4/3/68, and of the

"subsequent assassination of Senator ROBERT F. XENNEDY. MICHELSAON

stated bis information '"goes to the scale.of great national
inportance." 1\ihile he realized this information had been held
too long, MICHELSON refused to discuss it while confined in

the county jail at Liberty, Missouri. He indicated a full
disciosure will be made if and when he is.removed from the jail
and placed in a penitentiary or hospital where he might
receive treatment fO?,hES nexrvous stomach.

l-Dallasl(Infofj E f ‘
l1-Indianapolis (Info) ' NOT RECORDED
l1-Los Angeles (Info).

lSent M Per - v
Special Agent in Charge . B :
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XC 62-8651 - -\, TR ' ‘
, The above information has already.been furnished to

the Memphis Division and it was noted that MICHELSON has

nade claims of being psychotic: however, he was incarcerated

L in the Missouri State Penitentiary from 6/25/65 to 8/26/68,

4w l] - and ‘both MICHELSON and JAMES EARL RAY were in the Missouri

State Penitentiary at the same tine.

, ) On 1/31/69, MICHELSON was sentenced to the custody .

~. .7 |-of the Attorney General for:a’period of six years on three °

* V' counts each to run concurrently for a violation of Title 18,

. Section 2314, U. S. Code. ‘ o | by

rat
L T e

On 2/27/69, MICHELSON was interviewed at the
Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri, and stated that
he had important information concerning the assassination of -
JOUN F. KENNEDY and ROBERT F. KENNEDY. .It is mnoted that at ~ N
'this time MICHELSON did not mention the assassination of *
MARTIN LUTHER XKING. MICHELSON stated that he bhad written a
letter to. JIM GARRISON, Prosecuting Attorney, New Orleans,
Louisiana, in which MICHELSON had stated the same information
was furnished to U. S. Marshal, OWENS, by letter on 2/5/69.
‘MICHELSON stated that both these letters to GARRISON and OWENS
had been mailed on the same day. " n

MICHELSON stated that he might be willing to furnish
information concerning the assassination of the KENNEDY brothers
to the FBI if a psychiatrist of MICHELSON's choosing was present

- along with an attorney to represent MICHELSON. MICHELSON .
YJO stated that he had gathered the information concerning the
;/f assassination of the two KENNEDYs from various individuals
o in prison, but MICHELSON would not elaborate on what prisons
T ~or what individuals. L _—

¢
Ll

i

MICHELSON stated that he had a nervous somach and was
extremely high strung, and if the FBI would arrange for
MICHELSON to be sent to the Federal Medical Center at
Springfield, rather than the U. S. Penitentiary at Terre Haute,
Indiana, he might consider ddvulging his dimportant information -
concerning the assassinations. MICHELSON'-at this time refused .,
to divulge any other information and on 2/27/69, he was .
removed from Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri, by
U. S. Marshals and transferred to U. S. Penitentiary Terre Haute,
Indiana. , fo ! . \ . ’

o~

e L . Unless advised to the contrary, Xansas City ‘is
Q;%gi//bonducting no further investigation. in this matter.
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FOLLOWING CONSISTS OF ACTIVITIES IN SIRHAN TRIAL
FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT INSTANT--

PROSECUTION RESTED CASE AND DEFENSE OPENED. FIRST
WITNESS WAS BARON SARKEES NAHAS, A WRITER, BORN IN
JERUSALEM AND COMPLETELY FAMILIAR WITH THAT COUNTRY. NAHAS,

USING AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY MAP OF JERUSALEM, TESTIFIED AS TO
CONDITIONS EXISTING DURING PERIOD OF CONFLICT BETWEEN
ISRAELIS AND ARABS IN NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT.

SECOND DEFENSE WITNESS WAS SAID HASHIMAH, A BOYFRIEND OF
SIRHAN WHOSE FAMILY RESIDED IN SAME BUILDING AS DID SIRHAN
FAMILY IN NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT. HASHIMAH PLAYED AS c"“:%;b S—f/7//23
WITH SIRHAN UNTIL, SIRHAN FAMILY LEFT FOR UNITED Bes IN

N -‘

17 MAR ¢ 1969

NINETEEN, FIFTY SIX. HASHIMAH TESTIFIED T0O CONDﬂloy)

EXISTING IN PA(.ESTINE DASH ISRAELI WAR3 ABJECT POVERTY OF
‘ t o C i f
S57MAR1 11969

COPY SENT TO MR. TOLSON
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LA 56-156

PAGE TWO

SIRHAN AND OTHER FAMILIES AND CRUELTY ON PART OF SIRHAN'S
FATHER TOWARD SIRHAN AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY.

AFTERNOON SESSION CONTINUED WITH WITNESS FROM PASADENA
SCHOOL SYSTEM OUTLINING ACADEMIC RECORD OF SIRHAN. DURfNG
THIS TESTIMONY, SIRHAN STOOD UP TO ADDRESS JUDGE. HIS
ATTORNEYS SEATED HIM AND REQUESTED PERMISSION TO APPROACH
BENCH AND THE JURY WAS EXCLUDED.

SIRHAN REQUESTED PERMISSION TO_MAKE STATEMENT AND
INDICATED DESIRE TO CHANGE PLEA TO GUILTY TO MURDER IN FIRST
'DEGREE. SIRHAN ALSO REQUESTED T0 BE EXECUTED AND T0 DIS-
ASSOCIﬁTE HIMSELF FROM HIS DEFENSE ATTORNEYS. IN RESPONSE
10 QUESTION WHY FROM JUDGE,‘SIRHAN ANSWERED THAT HE HAD
WILLFULLY KILLED SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY AFTER TWENTY YEARS
OF PREMEDITATED MALICE AFORETHOUGHT. '

SIRHAN INSISTED HE REPRESENT HIMSELF AND JUDGE ASKED
HIM TWO SIMPLE LEGAL QUESTIONS WHICH HE COULD NOT ANSWER
AND JUDGE DECLARED HIM INCOMPETENT TO DEFEND SELF.

JUDGE RULED ‘THAT TRIAL WOULD CONTINUE AND ADMONISHED
'SIRHAN THAT IF THERE WERE FURTHER OUTBURST, HE WOULD BE
PHYSICALLY RESTRAINED IN COURT BY BEING STRAPPED T0 HIS

CHAIR AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO WEAR A FACE MASK TO PRE-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LA 56-156
PAGE THREE
\ VENT HIM FROM TALKING. COURT TEMPORARILY RECESSED.

WHEN COURT RECONVENED, DEFENSE ATTORNEY GRANT COOPER
SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF AND THE DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, MADE A
MOTION TO THE COURT THAT ALL DEFENSE COUNSELS BE DISASSOCIATED
FROM THE CASE DUE TO DIVERSIONS OF OPINION BETWEEN THEM-
SELVES AND SIRHAN AS TO PROPER CONDUCT OF THE TRIAL.
MOTION WAS DENIED BY JUDGE AND TRIAL ORDERED TO PROCEED.

JURY WAS RECALLED AND MARY SIRHADGN MOTHER OF SIRHAN,
WAS CALLED TO STAND. AFTER A FEW QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE
ATTORNEY PARSONS CONCERNING BIRTH PLACE OF SIRHAN AND
EARLYZRSSIDENCE OF FAMILY, SHE BECAME EMOTIONALLY UPSET.
ATTORN%YS'APPROACHED BENCH AND THE JUDGE RECESSED THE
TRIAL TO MONDAY, MARCH THIRD NEXT, DUE TO EMOTIONAL STATE
OF ‘MARY SIRHAN,

END ’

FJB
FBI WASH DC
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SUBJECT :

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau, 2/25/69,

RE WEEKLY NEWS RELEASE
FROM IOS ANGELES COUNTY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

Attached herewith are two copies of a sixteen=
page weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit
of the news media by the los Angeles County District Attorney
Office., This release is dated 2/26/69 and is being furnishe
fTor information of the Bureau.

L ]
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NUWS RELEASE FOR FURTHER JINFORMATION

Office of the District Attorney Call: dJerry Littman
600 Hall of Justice News Secretary
Los Angeles, California 9CO12 626-3888, 3xt. 82396

- RELEASE: Wed., Feb. 26, 1969
' . After 10 a.m.

WAEKLY SUMMARY, #38
'Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Eennedy

B
'

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro-

ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County

"District Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a

weekly summary of the case. This is the 38th

summary, and others will be for release on subsequent

Wednesdays. - : ‘

MONDAY., FZBRUARY 17 -~ The prosecution today called seven wit-
nesses in the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy. ,

Roosevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Ram tackle and now host of
‘a TV show, told the court that he folded Sirhan's leg around his (Grier's)

A .
arm Yand put him on top of a table.¥

Soon after grabbing Sirhan, Grier related, he saw "one guy
.hurting'?%s ;eg“and:sqme\people coming at him from the front, so I swung
on ‘them and kicked the guy back and they seemed to realize we were trying
‘o save the guy, so they stopped.”

Another witness was Assemblyman Jesse Unruh, who said he was
“terribly aware that we could have a repeat of the Oswald situation,¥ and
§hoﬁted repeatedly, "Don't kill him, don't kill him, we've got to keep him
alive.® ‘

(Lee Harvey Oswald, accused of assassinating President John F.
kennedy in November, 1963, was murdered before being brought to trial).

. LRI
Unruh also declared that he shouted, “I{ the system works at ald,

L ooy 2 ..ﬁ'
LS

2025 RABORE UNDER E&1§275, S77 - // 24



»

i

. ) . L .
Weékly Summary #38 S - » . ‘ . .
Page 2 . : - .

at ail, we are‘going to try this one" -- presumably Sirhan, feported a
Los Angéles newspaper (Times).

“TMhe newspaper alsc related that "defense questioning of both Grier
and Unruh Brought out that;Sen. Kenneéy's detour through the kitchen
corridor where he met death was a last minute change of plan."

Also testifying was Vincent DiPierro, a part-time waiter at the
hotel.

_ The newspaper noted that he had acknowledged seeing a "girl in the

polka dot dress”™ and further acknowledged that on July 1 he admitted his
story was false. ‘

"Monday DiPierro testified that he had seen a girl in a pblka dot
dress earlier that night, and that after talking to another witness,
Sandra Serrano he had 'injected! the girl into the events immediately

surrounding bhe shooting.

At that time both Miss Serrano and DiPlerro described the girl as

wearing a black and white pglka dot dress and standing ncar Sirhan,

perhapé even talking to him.
"Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts produced seven photographs of

Valerie Schulte, whom Di Picrro said he believed Waé the same girl. In
theiphotographs, howgven, Misé Schulte's dress was of yellow polka dots
on a golden background. No further connection was made between Miss
Schulte and the shooting scene.™ |

Other witnesses today included John W. Galiivan, Jr., an a&vance
man-fof‘the late senator; Jesus Perez, Ambassador Hofelqkitchen worker;
Martin Patrusgy, a hotel bartender; and Frank J. Burns, Jr., a Kennedy -
campaign worker.

YAl géve eyewltness accounts of the slaying, Perez aqd Patrusky

' A

more~-
4 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ‘
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"testifying that Sirhan had loitered in the corridor for about half an
i hourlbefore Sen. Kennedy came through, repeatedly’asking if they knew
whether he planned to come that way,™ reported Dave Smith, staff writer
for a Los Angeles newspapef (Times).

' ¥ X %

TdESDAY, FEBRUARX 18 -~ Testifying today for the prosecution in the
Sirhan B. Sirhan case were: ' -
o Everett C. Buckner, rangemaster of the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club
where Sirhén went target—practic}ng June h, the eve of the assassinatiqn;

Valerie Schulte, 22, former managey of Senator Robert F. Kennedy's'
campéign office in Goleta, and who was Adentified from photographs as the
girl‘V1ncent DiPierro, a witness yesterday, thought he saw near the scene
of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel{

William Bérry, chief of security for the slain senator: and

Rafer Johnson, former Oiympics decathlén champion.

Reported Dave Smith, staff writer for a Lés Angeles newspaper~{™ ="

"The cross-examination of witnesses helped dismiss for awhile the
underlying fact that the outcome of this phase of Sirhan's trial -— now .
éeven weeks old -~ is a foregone conclusion: Si?haﬁ did kill Sen. Kennedy

and will not be acquitted; the only point at issue is determining the .

penalty.

' "En route to that point,;the prosecution ié laying ogt,its entire
case in‘gn effo?t to show that Sirhan's act was sufficiently premedi-
tateé to warrant a conviction of first-degree murder.

“The defense is bearing with the testimony on the uncontested point
in order to dndermine whatever evidence of premeditation they can and,
if necessary, discredit witnesses who could strengthen the prosecution
claim of ﬁalice aforethought."

2025 REL%WER E.O. 14176
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The newspaper reported that Defense Atty. Grant B., Cooper Yemplcyed

o
- =

i

this tactic™ on-BuckneP. In attacking his credibility, "Cooper also
-wrote the finish to a statement that months ago provided slight fuel to
speculation that Sirhan might have beéﬂ part“of a conspiracy."

This came *about when Cooper cited a statement of Buckner's las%
summer. ! ‘ . |

"Pidn't you say that a lady was with him (Sirhan)?" Codpér asked.
The witness replied, "No, I said a lady came up and he showed her how to
shoot. "

Continued Cooper to Buckner, "Did you or did you not say at that
time that the lady told Sirhan, 'Get out of here, God damn you. Somz-
body will recognize us?'" )

Buckner denied making the statement, then said he had told‘police

S & soundgd that way," and that "X couldn't hear them that well."

Cooper then asked Buckner if he had noé taken a lie detector tést
pné flunked it. Buckner answered he had "just flunked onrthat‘question."

At' this point, Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts objected to the lie

‘detector“tests, stating they were inadmissible. The exchange was stririel,
from the record. ‘
" Miss Schulte told the court that she couldn't have run at all last.
. June 4, because she was on crutches as the result of a skiing accidouv,
“and still wears a brace on her right leg.:

(DiPierro and Sandra Serrano, a witness yet to be called, told
dinvestigators last summer they had seen a girl in a black and white polka
dot dress, talking to Sirhan and that she later ran from.the scene,
shouting, "We shot him.")

' Miss Schulte said she was wearing a polka dot dress, but not black

and white. She exhibited the garment she wore that night. It was a

, 2025 REgFAPRUNDER E.O. 14176
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i - : March 1. 1969 .

GENERAL INVESTIGAT‘E DIVISION -
‘Incoming summarizes events at trial of ,

Sirhan Sirhan, United States District C‘;our,t.,

Los Angeles, 2-28-69. |
Judge,denied request by Sirhan to change

plea to-guilty and to disassociatechimself

from his attorneys. Sirhan also stated h

wanted to be executed. ' c

‘Motion by defense attorneys to disassociatel|
themselves from case due to diversions of =
opinion between themselves and Sirhan was
also denied by judge.

Trial to continue Monday, 3-3-69.
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; lime green mini-dress with canary yellow polka dots.
| The witness also related she never even noticed ‘Sirhan until the
. first shot yas-fired.
| Barry desg?ibed"in a subdued and halting voice how he got separate
from Kenned§ﬁ’and explained that the Senator after finishing a victory
statement Jjumped from the back of the stage instead of returning in
. Barry's direction.
(He said he was back in thé crowag, a§sisting Mrs. Kennedy and trying m
to catch up when the first shot was fired).

3thson told of his part din the struggle to subdue Sirhan after the
first shot was fired. Johnson related that he took possession of Sirhan's
gun, after Roosevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Rams tackle, who testiflis”
yesterday, d@sarmea the suspect.

"One brief flurry of pgcitement"interrgpted the trial when (Superior}
Judge Herbert V. Walker ordered the courtroom cleared after Bailiff
Willard_?olhemus reported a ticking noise in his desk," reported é Lés
Angeles newspaper (Times).

"After a short search, it was discovered that telephone repalrs in

the buillding were cau31ng a solenoid in Polhemus' désk phone to clicx

at regular intervals." N

,2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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i WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19'-- The prosecution in the case of Sirhawn B,

Sirhan, the accuééd assassin of Senator Robert P. Kennedy today called

the following to testify: . a ' )

George Plimpton, author, editor and Kénnédy supporter;

“'I

Paul Schrade, regional vice president oQ the United Auto Workers
and a member of the senator's entourage, who was among those injured.

Lérry Kenneth Arnot, a former clerk at a Pasadena gun shop;

Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, who Waé injured the night of the assassinabtin~:

Iga Goldstein, who was also injured;

Irving'Strdll, anbther person who sustained 1n3ufies;

George C. Erhard, Jr., who sold the gun used in the assassination
to Sirhan's brother, Munir; '

William Price, who accompanied Erhard.and another man to the .scene
of the gun sale; and . .t

Mrs. Alvert Leslié Hertz, who said she gave the gun to her don;' “=v,
Mrs. Dana Westlake, w?o also testified today.'

Piimpton, according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), said that
after Sirhan shot Kenned; and was grabbed $y aldes of the senator, Sirnan
was, "ocompared to the circle of people around him . . . enormously
composed. . .

. "Amid this hurricane of sound and feeling, he seemed like the eye of
the hurricane . . . He seemed purged," the newspaper quoted Plimpton.

The author told the court that immediately after the shooting he

grabbed for the gun along with several others, but didn't see the senator

noye -—-
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£all to the floor.

i

"I aidn't have enough courage to look back in that directioﬁ,“ he‘
added. o - .

Schrade testified about being seriously wounded in the hail of
gunfire and when walkiqg with the senator he observed "all hell breaking
loose. I heard some crackling—noises, like electricity, and I saw some
i flgsh?s. I was badly shakep and I thoughtkﬁe were being electrocuted.”

He was shot in the head, just above the hairline, but has since
recovered. |

Afnot, acknowledged under questioning by Dep. Dist. Atty. David N,
Pitts that he sold two boxes of .22-caliber ammunition to Sirhan.

"Then," related a Los Angeles newspaéer (Times) "he began to tell
of three ﬁen —-‘one of them presumably Sirhan -- who entered the shop
on the date of the sale. f A

"Arnot was quickly interrupted by Fitts, who asked him if a lie

detector test later administered to him had not cast doubt on that story.

"Arnot admitted that this was true.

"pefense Atty. Grant B. Cooper then asked Arnot:’ 'The truth of
the matteriis, you don't"remembér to whom you sold that ammunition, do
you?!

m1No,! said Arnot."

Erhard salid he and Price énd another‘person,'whom he could not
remember, met Munir Sirhan on é Pasadena street corner and sold: the

gun to Munir for $25, after originally demanding $30. *

mnoye-—-—
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Price related that Munir Sirhan borrowed $5 from Sirﬁan Sirhan

when Munir purchased the gun. Price also'recalled holding the weapon

and turning 1t over to Slrhan B. Sirhan. ‘. t
Tracing thie history of the gun was Mrs. Hertz who said her husband

originally purchased it following the Watts riots of 1965. She testified

. she gave the gun to her daughter, Mrs. Westlake, and told her to "throw

it on the oump," according to a story 4n a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

-

Mrs. Westlake testified she didn't throw the gun on the dump but

instead stored it in the attic of her home.

In the fall of 1967, she gave it to Erhard, the newspaper réelated.

¥ oxCH
%HUBSDAY,'FEBRUARY 20 -~ "Superior Judge Hefbert V. Walker's
_ insistence that the jury determine any penalty in the murder of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy has all but eliminated the pqséibiliby of a guilty
piea by Sirhan Bishara Sirhan," a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported
today. ‘ = -
. Continued the article: '

“Sirhan and his attorneys were willing to piead'guilty to first
‘degree murder last week -- on condition that the defendant be guarantged -
a life term rather than the death penalty.y

."But‘Sirhén balked at the last minute, when Judge Walker refused'
to give his required consent to the arrangement. The 69~year old
jurist indicated he would accept a gullty plea only on condition that
the penalty be set by the jury.

mnoyrg—-—
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’ “Later he is said to have confided that his reason }5r this was:
a resolve to guaréntge a full airing of the facts surrounding the
sehator's assassination. ‘ T

FSirhan‘thenvreportedl§>took the position, after consulting with
his lawyers, that the jury might vote the death penalty even if it

‘were not sought by-thé prosecution.*

The article then raised the question of why the prosecution
éﬁd defense decided “t6 take the proposal of a change of plea to
Judge Valker. " |

Said the newspaper: | .

“The defense attorneys concedéd that Sirﬁan did the shooting.
They have publicly stated that their main goal in the case is to save
his life.

“By agreeing to a change in plea, with a guaranteed life prison
tern, they‘woula have accomplished such a mission. "

“The prosecution, on the other hdhd,ifully intended from the"
beginning to seek the death penalty -~ and felt there,was a good
chance of success. '

“However, psychiatric reports furnished to both proSecution,
and defense reduced these chances.

“The prosecution is'said to have felt that if;it‘ha@ only a
rmarginal chance of sécuring-the death penalty for Sirhan, the in-
terest of the public might best be served by accepting a guilty plea,
with life in prison, thus saving a great deal of time and expense and
personal anguish for the families and individuals involved.

fiAnd the prosecution has indicated that it would make public s

the full record of its investigations in the event ‘of a guilty plea.

. 2025 RELERSEURDER'E.O. 14176
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. “Presumably there still could'be a change of plea. But that
is unlikely unless either Judge Walker or Sirhan reverses his
‘present thinking.‘ ’

“Heanwhilg; the prosedution is pushing ahead with its case
agaiﬁst Sirhan.¥®

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Daily Journal) today reported
that.the estimated cost to Los Angeles County for -the trial reached
$395,960, as of January 31.

They qu&ted County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn as notﬁng he thought
the expense was worth it:if it would prevent the necessity of pre-
paring another Warren Commission report. However, he said, he
would continue to watch the expenses.

Lore ==
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' THURSDAY,‘FSBRUARY 20 ~~ Defense atborﬁeys for Sirhan today made
a second motion for a mistrigl on grounds their client's défenée was preju-
diced by a story in the.Lo; Angeies Times- (see above for details).

Supeg%qn Judge Walkér,‘reported the newspaper, ‘denied the motion
at an in-chamberé session highlighted by a prosecution request that such
closed proceedings, both'past and:future,~be made public.®

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty."ann D. Compton, who heads the three-man
Jprosecution team, said, "“We think one‘of the.vices of the whole situation
W« o and what creates a problem, is the 1dea of sealing (transcrlpts) and v
secret sessions. )

tWe just feel that everything has gotlto be on the record and
public and that there should be no secret negotiations, conferences or
mapters whi?h are in that category. ‘

“J would oppose any further . . . proceedings which are sealed,
secret or otherwise handled in that fashion," Compton concluded.

. Meanwhile, Grant B. Cooper, one of the three degense attorneys,
answered that in plea bargaining, ¥it is always a secret matter.®

In opén court, the prosecution continued its case against the
accused assassin of Sen. Kennedy and called the following to testify:

»

Mrs. Elizabeth Zvans, who was one of five persons injured at the

Aﬁbassador Hotel, where ‘the senator ﬁas assassinated; )
Ira Goldstein, former newspaperman‘who was also injured;

~ Officer James 3. Claborne and Sergeant Riley W.“Max&ell, Los
‘Angeles Police Department fingerprint experts; |

Judy Royer, a secretary for former‘California Gov. Zdmund G.

Brown, who worked for the Kennedy campaign and witnessed the sléyingi

‘ Tomore --
,2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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) X Telling of the shooting, Goldstein seid he “heard leud popping
noises.* C .

LIn>response to ‘a éuestion>from Dep. Dist.rﬂtty. David N. Fitts,
Goldstein said he heard *“two-of them at first. I quickly moved to my
left. I stepped over someone who had fallen to the ground.®

Mrs. JZvans, under gquestioning by Dep Dist. Atty. John Howard,

. said she *heard a sound like firecrackers. X lost my shoe. Everythipg
happehed_very fast.*

: She told of being taken to a table and finally by ambulance to
a hospital, where she underwent surgery for the gunshot wound.

(Sirhan is on trial for the assassination of Sen. Kenhedy, and
is also charged with five counts of assault with a deadly weapon with in-

!tent to commit murder against Mrs. Gvans, Goldstein, Irwin Stroll{ Paul
Schrade and William Weisel). |

According to a Los Angeles‘newSpaper (Herald-Examiner), *Police
Officer Travis Vhite . . . scored an important point for the prosecution”
today. !

In his opening statemenp, Defense Atty. Zmile Zola Berman told
the jury the defense intended to prove that Sirhan was '1n a trance and |

» intoxicated"” .when he admxttedly shot Kennedy, said the newspaper. .

However, White testified that a pupil-reaction test of Sirhan's
eyes, taken minutes after his arrest, indicated he was not drunk.
. Sxplaining the test, White said he shined a light in Sirhan's
eyes in a darkened room and that the pupils contracted normally.' An indi-

cation of intoxication, he said, would have been a slow contraction. White

also looked for other indications of intoxication =- eyes watering,

more =--
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weaving, blurred speech and alcoholic breath -~ and could find none.

| Sergeant Maxwell and Officer ClaborneApestified to'discovering
Sirhan's fingerpninté on his car parked three blocks from the hotel. In
the car was a sales slip for ammunition purchased at a Pasadena gun shop
for S;rhan S .22~ cal;ber revo1ver used to shoot Kennedy.

The sergeant also related that he found nghan s fingerprints on

_the sales slip.
Miss Royer testified to geeing Sighan hanging around press head-
‘quarterS’fqr'the Kennedy campaign before the shooting. She told him to go
away and he did, she revealed. |

O %

more ==
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| | FRIDAY, FSBRUARY 21 -~ The prosecution in the case against Sirhan
3. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen. Robert Fﬂ Kennedy, today called the
folloﬁing to testify: ' '

" Aivin Clark, a Pasadena trash collector befriended by the accnecs |
188assin;g |

Irwin Stroll, who was among the five wounded on the night the
;engtor vas killed; ' )

Wllliam Weisel, who was also injured; )

Dr. Stanley Abo, a physician who attended the Kennedy victory
»riy, and who aided the stricken senator moments after the shooting; and

Mrs, Miriam Davis, a Xennedy campaign worker.

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), Sirhan was arguing
rith. Clark soon after the assassinationiof_Martin Luther King, Clark
.estified. , o | ' ! |

Sirhan, related Clark, said: '

“What are you going to vote forﬁﬁhat.son of a B for? Bepadse Itm
lanning on shooting him.*

Continued the newspaper:

. Sirhan did, less than two months after thatkconvefsation, and
irosecution witness Alvin Clark testified to defence attorney =2mile Zola
Trrman Fridéy that he told the FBI the following Septembef that he was
mwilling to testify against his accused friend -- but the reason was not
‘riendship now.

itpidn't you tell the FBI you did not want to take the ocath be-
:ause you hated Sirhan so much you'd do anything to see him convicted?®
:eked Berman.

more ~-
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i - *1es, I°did,'" said Clark.

~ _"Dep. Distl\Atty. David N. Fitts quickly interjecte&: 'Have you
told ‘the truth here, s'i;r-? v ' |
| “1Yes, ' Clark replied firmly. I have.!™

Sirhan, Clark related, according to the newspaper, fell dinto the :
habit of providing coffee, soft drinks and'sandwiches to Clark when he
rmade the usual Wednesday trash pickup at ‘the Sirhan home. *73I thought very
much of him," said Clark. -
. Stroll testified that he was’a Kennedy volunteer worker guarding
a doorway when he was cut down by a bullet in his left calf. .

=Y felt someOné kick me,” said Strolld, adding that he didn't
know at first he had been shot. ‘Then I néticeq -~ because T had gn blue
pants -~ that one of my legs was red.:

One of the defense attorneys, Grans B. Co;oer, cross-examined
Stroll and asked if he (Stroll) had brought an action of a mzllxon and a
half dollars agaxnst the defendant for -the dnjury to his leg.

Stroll answered that he had.

(The suit, filed earlier this month, actually seeks $1,050,000. )

Dr. Abo said Kennedy's right eye was open, ‘staring almlegsly,
ind the left eye was closed. As he bent to see if Kennedy needed artifi-
3lal respiratibn, Abo related, the senator's left eye opened ‘very quickly
/ith a puzzled look.:

He also said that when Mrs. Zthel Kennedy arrived at her husband's
side, the senator "reached out and took her hand and spoke to her.-

““The defense pbjected‘that the convérsaticn was immaterial and

he objection was sustained,: reported the newspaper.

nore ==
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" Mrs. Davié(pold of seeing Sirhan in a kitchen in the Ambassador
otel on June 2, 1968 -~ some L7 hours before Kennedy was shot: ‘ The '
rosecution contends he was 'casing' the place,’ said a Los Angeles news-
aper (Herald-ZExaminer). | - |

Meanwhile, Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, county chief medical examiner-
.oroner, who was in chargé of conducting the autopsy on the senator, may
‘ace ouster proceedings, a ‘Los Angeles newspaper “(Times) reported.

‘ “. . . dissatisfaction arose over Dr. Noguchi's asserted-.delay

n handling the autopsy . . ., statéd‘the‘newspaper, referring to a
tatement by L. S. Hollinger, county chief administrative officer, ,that he
1as askéd Noguchi to resign. ‘ ' _

Dr. Noguchi said today that no one could have done a more
Jhorough job in the autopsy.

‘We did everything that should be done,’ he-ihsisted. ‘If there
'as a delay, it was indeed justifiable.: ‘

J!{_f -
Wl
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N¥WS RELEASE FOR FURTHZR INFCRMATION

Office of the District Attorney Call: Jerry Littman
€00 Hall of Justice - News Secretary

Los Angeles, California 90012 626-3888, Ixt. 82396

RELEASE: Wed., Feb. 26, 1969
T After 10 a.m.

WEEKLY SUMMARY #38
Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro-

ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County -

District Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a

weekly summary of the case. This is the 38th .

summary, and others will be for release on subsequent

Wednesdays. ’

MONDAY, FZBRUARY 17 -- The prosecution today called seven wit-
nesses in the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy.

Roosevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Ram tackle and now host of
‘a TV show, told the court thét he folded Sirhan's leg around his (Grier's) .
arm Yand put him on top of a table." ’

‘Soon after grabbing Sirhan, Grier related, he saw Yone guy
hurting his leg and some people coming at him from the front, so I swung
on them and kicked the guy back and they seemed to realize we were trying
,to save the guy, so they stopped." ‘

Another witness was Assemblyman Jesse Unruh, who said he was
htérribly aware that we.could have a repeat of the Oswald situation,” and
§hodted repeatedly, “Don't kill him, 'don't kill him, we've got to keep him
alive.®
’ (Lee Harvey Oswald, accused of assassinating President John F.
kennedy in November, 1963, was murdered before being brought to trial).

Unruh also declared that he shouted, “If the system works at all,

, 2025 RHREADE UMBER E.O. 14176
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Los Angeles newspaper (Times). -

The newspaper also related that "defensg'quesbioning of both Grier
and Unruh Brought out thatlSen.,Kenneéy's detour through the kitchen
corridor whére he met death was a last minute change of plan.™

Also testifying was Vincent DiPierro, a part-time waiter at the
hotel.

The newspaper noted that he had acknowledged seeing a "girl in the:

polka dot dress" and further acknowledgeé that on July 1 he admitted his
story was false. '

"Monday DiPierro testified that he had seen a girl in a pblka dot
dress earlier that nighb,‘and that after talking to another witness,
Sandra Serrano, hgrhad 'injected! the girl into the events immediately

- surrounding the shooting. |

"At that time both Misé Serrano.anﬁ‘bibierro described the girl as
wearing a black and white polka dot dress and standing near Sirhan,
Qerhapé even talking to him. _ A “

YDep. Qist. Atty. David N. Fitts pgoduced seven photographs of '
Valerie Schulte, whom Di Plerro said&he believed was the same éirl. In

»  the photographs, howéver, Miss Schulte's dress was oé yellow polka dots
- on a golden background.. No further connection was made between Miss
| Schulte and the shooting scene."

Other witnesses today included John W. Gallivan, Jr., an advance
man for the late senator; Jesus Perez, Ambassador Hotel kitchen worker;
Martin Patrusky, a hotel bartender; and Frank J. Burns, Jr., a Kennedy .
campalgn worker. |

"Alilgave eyewltness accounts of the slaying, Perez and Patrusky

more~=-
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testifying that Sirhan had loitered in theﬁcérridor fér about half an
hour.before Sen. Kennedy came through, repeatedily asking if they knew
whether he planned to come that way," geported Dave Smith, staff writer
for a Los Angeles newspapef (Times). |
e . % ¥

TdESDAY, FEBRUA§¥'18 -~ Testifying today for the prosecution in the
Sirhan B. Sirhan case were: J -

Everett C. Buckner, rangeﬁastgr of the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club
where éirhén went target—practic;ng June h, the eQe of the assassination:

Valerie Schulte, 22, former manager of Senator Robert F. Kennedy's
campaign offlce in Goleta, ahd who was identified from photographs as the
girl Vincent DiPierro, a witness yesterday, thought he saw near the scene
of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel;

William Barry, chief of secgnity for the slaln senator; and

Rafer Johnson, formeyr Olympics decathlgn champion.

Reported Dave Smith, staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper (™"~ °

"The cross-examination of witnesses helped dismiss for awhile the
underlying fact that the outcome of this phase of Sirhan's trial -- now,
seven weeks old -- is a foregone conclusion: Sirhan did ki1ll Sen. Kennedy
*and ﬁill not be acquitted; the only point at issue is.determining the
. penalty. |

"En route to that point, the prosecution is laying out its entire
case in an effort to show that Sirhan's act was sufficiently premedi-
tated to warrant a conviction of first-degree murder. '

"The defense is bearing with the testimony on_the uncontested poihﬁ
in order to undermine whatever evidence of premeditation they can and,
if necessary, diséredit witnesses who could strengthen the prosecution
claim of malice aforethought." (D;;-s%‘)-(l9.¢
’ ,2025 REL%@E—»@\LDER E.O. 14176
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- -—--The newspaper reported that Defense Atty.‘Grant B., Cooper "employed':‘
this tactic" oniguckner. In attacking his credibility, "Cooper alsoc
‘wrote the finish to.a statement that months ago provided siight fuel to
séeculatiQn that Sirhan might have been part‘of a conspiracy."

This came "about when Cooper cited a statement of Buckner's last
summer.

"Didn't you say that a lady was with him (Sirhan)?"™ Cooper asked. |

The witness replied,--"No, I said a lady came'up and he showed her how to

shoot." '
Continued Cooper to Buckner, "Did you or did you not say at that
time that the lady told Sirhan, 'Get out of here, God damn yoti. Somz-~

body will recognize us?t"

v

Buckner 'denied making the statement, then said he had told police
"it sounded that way,™ and that "X ;ouldﬁ’t_hear them that well."

Cooper then asked Buckner if he hadunog taken a lie detector test
and flunked it. Buckner answered he had "just flunked on that question.”

At this point, Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts objected to the lie ‘
detector'tests, stating they were inadmissible. The exchange was éﬁriﬂken
from the record. )

Miss Schulte told the court that she couldn't have run at all last,

June 4§, because she was on crutches as the result of a skiing accidsuv,

"and still wears a brace on her right leg.

(Di?ierro and Sandra Serrano, a witness yet to be called, told
investigators last summer they had séen a girl in a dblack and white polka
dot dress, talking to Sirhan and that she later ran from the scene,
shouting, "We shot him.'")

Miss Schulte said she was wearing a polka dot dress, but not dblack

]

and white. She exhibited the garment she wore that night. It was a

. 2025 REfASE LUNDER E.O. 14176
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i lime green mini-dress with canary yellow polka dots.

The witness also related she never even noticed Sirhan until the
first shot was fired. |

Barry desgyibed in a subdued and halting voice how he got sepéravgs
from kennedy, and explained that the Senator after finiébing a victory
statement jumped from' the back of the stage instead of returning in
Barry's direction.

(He said he was back in the crowd, agsisting,ﬂrs.,xennedy and trying

to catch up when the first shot was fired). : ’

]

Johnson told of his part in the struggle to subdue Sirhan.after the
first shot was fired. Johnson related that he took possession of Sirhgn's
gun, after Ropsevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Rams tackle, who testiﬁgc’
yesterda&, disarmed the suspect. |

"One brief flurry of excitement interrupted the trial when (Superior;
Judge Herbert V. ﬁalker ordered the courtroom cleared after Bailiff
WiilarQ‘Pdlhemus reported a ticking noise in his desk," reportedfa Los '

Angeles newspaper (Times). '

-

"After a short search, it was discovered that telephone repalir:z lﬂ;

the building were causing a solenoid in Polhemus' desk phone to click

at regular intervals."” . .

£
B3
X

more-=-
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; WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19’-- The prosecution in the cage of Sirhag B,
Sirhan, the accuséd assassin ofrﬁgnator Roberp 3. Kennedy today ;allga '
the following to tes%ifyi
’ Ggorge Plimgton, author, editor and Kénnedy supporter;
Paul Schrade, regional vice presidént of the United Auto Workers
and a member of the senator's entourage,'who was among those injured.
Lgrry Kenneth Arnot, a former clerk at a.Pasadena gun shop;
Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, who was injured the night of the assassinatin~-
Ira Goldstein, who was also injured;
Irving Stroll, another person who sustained injuries;

.

George C. Erhard, Jr., who sold the gun used in the assassination
. to Sirhan's brother, Munir; - | *

William Price, who accompanied Erhard and another man to the scene
of the gun sale; and . et

Mrs. Albert Leslie Hertz, who said she gave the gun to her dovyt &~
Mrs. Dana Westlake, who also testified today. | o '

Plimpton, according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Timess, sald that
after Sirhan shot Kenned§ and was grabbed by aldes of the senator, Sirnan
was, "compared to the circle of people agound him . . . enormously
composed. . . .

"aAmid this hurricane of sound and feeling, he scemed like ?he eye of
the hurricane . . . He seemed purged,"” the newspaper quoted Plimpton.(

The aﬁtpor told the court that immediately after the shooting he

grabbed for the gun along with several others, but didn't see the senator

5

nore =-—
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fall to the %1oor. ‘ ! -

"Y didn't have enough courage to look back in t?at directioﬁ," he
added. ' | | | -

Schrade .testified about being seriously wounded in the hail of
gunfire and when walking with the senator he observed "all hell breaking
loose. I heard some crackling noises, like electricity, and I saw some
flashes. I was badly shaken and I thought he were being electrocuted.” .

He was shot in the head, just above the hairline, but has since
recovered. | |

Afnot; acknowledged under questi&ning bvaep. Dist. Atty. David N,
Fitts that he sold two boxes of .22-caliber ammunition to. Sirhan. . .

“"Then," related a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) "he began to tell
of three men -~ one of them presumably Sirhan -- who entered the shop
on the date of the sale. ’ -

"Arnot was quickly interrupted by Fitts, who asked him if a 1ie X
detector ‘test later administered to him had not cast doubt on that story.

| "Arnot admitted that this was true. .

"Defense Atty Grant B. Cooper then asked Arnot: 'The truth of !
the matter 1s, you don't remember to whom you sold that ammunition, do
you?!

M™iNo,' said Arnot."

Erhard said he and Price and another person, whom he could not

remember, met Munir Sirhan on a Pasadena street corner and sold' the

gun to Munir for $25, after originally demanding $30.

noye=—--
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Price related that Munir Sirhan borrowed $5 from Sirhan Sirhan
when Munir purcﬁaéed the gun. Price also recalled holding tﬁe weapon
and turning it over to Sirha@.B. Sirhan. j

Tracing the history of the gun was Mrs. Hertz who said her husband
originally purchased it following the Watts riots of }965. She testified
_ she gave the gun to her daughter, Mrs Westlake, and told her to "thrOW
it on the dump," according to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times)

| Mrs.’ Westlake testified she didn't throw the gun on the dump but
instead stored it in the attic of her home.

‘ In the fall of 1967, she gave At to Erhard, the newspaper related.

X ¥ ER%: A
¥ % %

%HUBSDAY,’FEBRUARY 20 ~~ "Superior Judge ﬁerbert V. Walker's
insistence that the jury determine any penalty in the murder of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy has all but eliminated the possibility of a guilty
' plea by Sirhan Bishara Sirhan," a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported *
today. - ‘

Continued the article: .

"Sirhan and his attorneys were willing to plead guilty to first
degree murder last week -- on condition that the defendant be gudranteed'_
a 1ife term rather than the death péﬁalty.

"But Sirhén balked at the last minute, when Judge Walker refused
to give his required consent to the arrangement. The 69-year old i
jurist indicated he would accept a guilty plea only dh condition that
the penalty be set by the jury. | -

moyYe—=-
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' “Later he is said to have confided that his reason féf this was;
a resolve to guarantee g,full airing of the facts surrounding the
senator'!s assassination. | | |
“Sirhan ‘then feportedl§ took the position, after consulting with
his lawyers, that the jury might vote the death penalty even if it
were not sought by thé prosecution.
The article then raised the question of why the prosecution
!‘ahd defense decided “to take the proposal of a change of plea to
Judge Yalker." ‘ i
| Said the newspaper: .

“The defenée attorneys conceded that Sirhan did the shooting.
They have publicly stated that their main goal in the case is tq save
his life.

“By agreeing to a change in plea, with a guaranteed life prison
term, they would have accomplished such a missibnﬁt

“The prosecution, on the other hand, fully intended from the
beginning to seek the death penalty -~ and felt’theregwas a good
chance of success. ' ' o T

-%However, psychiatric reports furnished to both prosecution
and defense reduced these chances.

“The prosecution is said to have felt that if it ha@ only a
marginal chance of securing ihé death penalty for Sirhan, the in-
terest of the publlc night best be served by acceptlng a guilty plea,
with life in prlson, thus saving a great deal of time and expense and
personal anguish for‘the families and individuals involved.

And the prosecution has indicated that it would make public

the full record of its investigations in the event of a guilty plea.

,2025 RELERSERDERE. 0. 14176
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. “Presunably there still could be a change of plea. But that

is unlikely unless either Judge Walker or Slrhan reverses his '

present thlnnlng.

hheanwh:.le, the prosecéution is pushing ahead with 1ts case
against erﬂen.

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Daily Journal) today reported
that the estinated cost to Los Angeles County for -the trial reached
395 960 as of January 31. ) |

They quoted County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn as notlng he thought

the expense was worth it 1f it would prevent the necessity of pre-

ot

paring another Harren Comnission report. However, he said, he

would continue to watch the expenses.

nore --
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a second motion for a mlstrlal on grounds their client's defense was' pregu-

diced by a story in the Los Angeles, Times: (see above for details).

at an in-chambers session highlighted by a prosecution request that such
closed proceedings, both'past and future, be made publie.®
.prbsecution team, said,

" . . and what creates a problem, is'the idea of sealing (transcripts) and

[ ’ i
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Superioxr. Judge Walker, reported the newspaper, "denied the motion

secret sessions.

tWe Just feel that everything has got to be on the record and

public and that there should be no' secret negotiations, conferences or

matters which are in that category.

.

‘Brown, who worked for the Kennedy campaign and witnessed the slaying.

o=

“J would oppose any further . . . -proceedings which are sealed,
secret or otherwise handled in that fashion,"® Qompton concluded.

Meanwhile, Grant B. Cooper, one-of the three defense éttofneys;
answered that in plea bargaining, “it is always a secret matter.*®

In open court, the prosecution continued its case against the
accused assassin of Sen. Kennedy and called the following to testify:

Mrs. £lizabeth =Zvans, who was one of five persons injureé at the

Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was assassinated;

Ira Goldstein, former newspaperman who was also injured;

 Officer James Z. Claborne and Sergeant Riley W. Maxwell, Los

Angeles Police Department fingerprint experts;

Judy Royer, a seCretary‘for‘former California Gov. 3Zdmund G.

more ==
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Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, who heads the three-man

hWelthink one of the.vices of the whole situation

L4

THURSDAY, FUBRUARY 20 -- Defense attorneys for Szrhan today made
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y , Telling-of the shéoting, Goidstein ééid he Yheard l9ud popping
noises.¥ ’ | s
In responsé“to'a question from Dep. Dist. Atty: David’N. Fitts,
Goldstein said he heard ‘two-of them at first. T quickly moved to my
left. I stepped-over someone who had fallen to the ground.®
Mrs. JIvans, under questioning by Dep Dlst Atty. John Howard,
. said she “heard a sound like firecrackers. I %ost my shoe. Zverything
happened very fast.* ' '
| She told of being taken to a tabl; and finally by ambulance to
a‘hospipal, ﬁhere she underwent surgery for the gunshot wound.
(Sirhan is on trial for the assassinatioﬁ of Sen. Kenﬁédy, and

A

is also charged with five counts of assault with a deadly weapon with in-
’tent to commit murder against Mrs. EVgns, Gdldétein, Irwin Stroll, Paul
Schrade and William Weiéel).
According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner), *Police
Officer Travis White . . . scored an im@grtépt voint for the prosecution”
today. ‘ |
In his opening statemen;, Defense Atty. ifmile Zola Berman told
the jury thg defense intended to prove that Sirhan was “in‘a trance ands )
» intoxicated” when he admittedly shot Kennedy, said the newSpaper."
However, White testified that a pupil-reaction test of Sirhan's
eyes, taken pinutes after his arrest; indicated he was not drunk.
. g£xplaining the test, White said he shined a light in Sirhan's '
eyes in a darkened room and that the pupils contracted normally. An indi-

cation of intoxication, he said, would have been a slow contraction. White

also looked for other indications of intoxication -~ eyes watering,

more ==
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. ,
weaving, blurred speech and alcoholic breath -;'and‘could find none.

Sergeant Maxwell and Officer Claborne pestified to discovering
Sirhan’s;fingerprints on his car parked three blocks from the hotel.- In |
the car was a sales s11p for ammunition purchased at a Pasadena gun shop
for Slrhan S .22- cal;ber revolver used to shoot Kennedy.

The sergeant also related that he found Sirhan's fingerprints on
.the sales slip.
_ -~ Miss Royer testifiéd-to seeing Si{han hanging around press head-
;quarters for the Kenﬁedy campaign before the shooting. She told him to go
away and he did, she revesled.

% Ok
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| FRIDAY, F3BRUARY 21 -~ The prosecution in the case against Sirhan
3. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen. Robert Fﬂ Kennedy, today called the |
Tollowing to testify: ’ ‘ ‘

Alvin Clark, a Pasadena trash collector befriended by the accnserd
18sassin; | ) , ,

Irwin Stroll, who was among the five wounded on the night the
;9pa§or”yas killed; 7
v William Weisel, who was also injured;

Dr. Stanley Abo, a physician who attended the Kennedy victory
sarty, and who aided the stricken senator moments after the shooting; and

Mrs., Miriam Davis, a Kennedy campaign worker. | Tx

According to a Los Angeles newspaﬁér (Times), Sirhan was arguing
sith.Clark soon after the assassination of Martin Luther King, Clark
sestified. ..
‘ Sirhan, related Clark, said:
“What are you going to vote for that son of a B for? Because I'm
>lanning on shooting him.*

' Continued the newspaper: ‘
. - *Sirhan did, less than two months after that conversation, and
rosecution witness Alvin Clark testified to defense attorney 2mile Zola
~vman Friday that he told the FBI the following September that he was
mwilling to testify against his éccused,friedd -~ but the reason was-not(
“riendship now. ‘

#1Pidn't you tell the FBI you did not want to take the oath be-~
;ause you|hated Sifhan'so mach you'd do anything to sec him convicted?"
1isked Berman.
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; . *1Yes, I'did te said Clark
“Dep. D’st Atty David N Fitts quickly:interjected; JHave you
told ‘the ‘truth here, sir?' ’ ‘
“1Yes, ! Clark replied firmly. I have.!*
Sirhan, Clark related, accofding to the newspaper, fell into the
habit of providing coffee, soft drinks and sandwiches to Clark when he
made the usual Wednesday trash pickup at the Sirhan home. ‘I thought very
mach’ of him," said Clark. |
‘ Stroll testified that he wés'a Kennedy volunteer worker guarding o
a doorway when he was cut down by a bullet in his left calf. .
E "+X felt someone kKick me,* said Stroll, adding that he didn't
know at first he had been shot. 'Then I noticed ~~- because I had en blue
pants -- that one of my legs was red.-
One of the defense attorneys, Grant B. Coeoer, cross-examined
Stroll and asked if he (Stroll) had brought an action of a million and a
1alf dollars against the defendant for the 1n3ury to his leg.
Stroll answered that he had.
(The suit, filed earlier this month, actually .seeks $1,050,000. )
Dr. Abo said Kennedy S right eye was open, -staring aimlessly, ¥
nd the left eye was closed. As he bent to see if Kennedy needed artifi- °
sial respxratlon, Abo related, the senator's left eye ovened ‘very quickly
iith a puzzled look.’ ;
. He also said that when Mrs. Ethel Kennedy arrived at her husband's
side, the senator ‘reached out and took her hand and spoke to her.’
““The defense obgected ‘that the conversation was immaterial and

.he obgectlon was sustained,' reported the newspaper.
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" Mrs. Davié.told of seeing Sirhan in a kitchen in the Ambassador
fotel on June 2, 1968 -- some L7 houfs before Kennedy was shot. ‘The |
rosecution contends he was 'casing' ‘the place,’ said a Los Angeles news-
aper (Herald—Examiner).‘ -

Meanwhile, Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, county chief medical examiner-
:oroner, who was in chargé of conducting the autopsy on the senator, may
‘ace ouster proceedings, a Los Angeles newspaver (Times) reported.
T “. . . dissatisfaction arose over Dr. Noguchi's asserted-delay
n handling the autopsy . . .,* stated the newspaper, referring to a
itatement bva. S. Hollinger, county chief administrative officer, .that he
1as asked Noguchi to resign.

Dr. Noguchi said ‘today that no one’ could have done a more
horough job. in thé autopsy.
‘We did evefything that should be done, " he insisted. ‘'If there

ras a delay, it was indeed justifiable.:
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