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WEEKLY SUMMARY #41
Re: The assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of t;he widespread, interest 
in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- 
ceedi.ngs in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney EveHe J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 41st summary, ‘ 
an. others will be 1° reeease on subsequent Wednesdays.

MONDAY, MARCH 10 — Dr. Mrtin M. Schorr, a clinical psychoiooist, 
today in court described Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen.

Robert F. Kennedy, ' as a paranoid personalty — who felt he was right and 

everyone eln was wrong,5 according to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Times). •

The newspaper continued that the defendant Is also "a schizophrenic 
guided by Inner beliefs that didn't match the realitees of the outside world."

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) de

clared that psychiatric testimony conflicted "sharply with clams of" Emile 
Zola Berman, one of the defense attorneys.

The newspaper related that Berman, in his opening statement, said:
"The evidence In this case will disclose that the defendant, Sirhan 

Sirhan, is an immature tmiOiooaaly■-eisturbte and iettnlly-.ill youth."
The newspaper related that Sirhan, according to Berman, was 

"totally a product of a sick, obsessed mind and ptx‘soinailty."

Schorr ^i. tart Sirhan has no ’■ssychotic responses" and "is not a 

raving ^rnac." The doctor also said his examinrtion turned up no evidence 

Of brrtn damage in the Jordanian immigrant. But despite this, Sirhan is far 

.~ nor* he ae,t.. EN:L°sUrEi6.,8/1;1
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. Schorr described tests given Sirhan and said he scored 'better
than the average American- on the WeeCsser Adult lntellleence Scale test of 

verbal skills. His verbal ■ieaellggrea quotient was 109, ranking higher than 

75 per cent of the population. Balancing this was a non-verbal intelgieecce 
quotient of only 82, 'tet^r than only 10 per cent of the population, and 

yirldeeg a "spuriously low5 IQ of 98. The average its loom 90-100.

Under questionnng by Berman, Schorr, who its affiliaeed with UC 

Hoopital, San Diego, said Sirhan’s ideneificatOon in the Rorschach ’■iei- 
biott test included such things as a dove flynng, a crushed frog, a human 

profile exploding, a ,imale-remale* rooster, a human trachea, a mounter 
1 -charging at mm/ a ballet dancer, ears, scarred seals or sea loons, the act 
of sexual intercourse, the Suez Canal, a rotting red apple and spurting 
blood and a liver.

"Schorr pointed out that Sirhan, rather 'than seeing pictures only 
in the colored ini, sometimes -found recognizable shapes On the white 
spaces," reported Dare Srnmth, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper 

(Times).

Thr general pattern of the test, Schorr arstifred was the strongest 
evidence of extrerne paranoia, a highly aggressive, assertive nlaur•e, a 

rigid, very perfectionistc iersonality convinced of its own ■r1gheness, and 

a dangerously high tendency to give way under stress to unchecked emmo-ional 

reactions, said the newspaper. ■

He -related •that the defendant faieed to answer certain sigeifiaant 

questions on another test, the Minnesota MultiiSlsic Personelity Inventory, 
which indicated he ‘‘was very anxious to convince me-how normal and sanr he 

is. ’

more —
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, The doctor said this was a ■ typically paranoid reaction — to con

vince me how --right he is and wrong everyone else is.'
He revealed that the indications of psychosis on the tests — 

particularly the wide range of highs and lows -- were -consistent with 

schizipPhenOa,'' which he described as a 5 dssceepnnyy between the inner and 

outer reality.,

Io court today, Sirhan seemed more pleased with the results of 
the tests than when scores on his IQ tests in junior high school were re

vealed several weeks ago — and he exploded, said Smith.
It was disclosed today that additional police protection for Mrs. 

Miry Sirhan, the defendant's mother, and his two brothers, Adel and Munnr, 
vas ordered briefly last week, after ..reported teepphone threats by another 
brother, Shaaif.

A 24-honr guard on the Sirhan home was establihhed for one day. 

Police said no charges have been filed nor arrests made.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11 -- In his second day of testmrnony for the defense 

in tie Siraao B. Sirhan case, Dr. Matin M. Schorr, clinical psychologist, 

said that "in 'the dark recesses of- the defendant’s mind, he "harbored hope 

of being caught when he* shot. Senator Robert F. Kennedy, wrote John Douglas, 

staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Heraid-Examiner). '
Schorr told of his theory as he was srosseexaiined by Dep. Dist. 

Atty. John E. Howard.

Asked by Howard if Sicaao'i behavior around the time of the-.as- 
iassioation indicated he was think-nog rationally and thus was not in a dis- 
iocsative plrionolity state, another newsnaper (Times) said:

more —
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’ "Schorr would not agree that Sirhan’s thinking was rational, but
only that it was thinking within the context of a paranoid psychosis.

’•Asked if Sirhan night have lied about drirkig the night of 
June 4, Schorr said that lying under oath would be indicative of socio
pathic tendencies, and that exhaustive testing showed that Sirhan was not 
sociopathic.

’•Howadthen asked, ’If you had seen (Sirhan) on June 3, could 
you have prediceed the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy?’

’Schorr said hie could not have predicted t;hat specific murder, 
but said that if similar tests were administered at random to 100 people, 
three or four of them, induing Sirhan, would have been pin-pointed as 
’odds-on favorites to commit murder. ’

’Howard drew foom Schorr tthe admission that one of the tests, the 

Minnesota Hultiphasic Persoodity Inventory, was known in psychology by the 
nikknmie ’hickey Houss,’ and that it was considered to yield 60 to 70 per 
cent accuracy on sick pipulations. ,

"But Schorr added that the tost was nonetheless considered fairly 

reliable and was used only in cin3skction with other tests. His own diag
nosis of Sirhan, he said, was not based on tthe HmPI alone, but in the cik- 

text of other tests.

’•Howard also asked Schorr, what would be the behavior of a man 
who had just committed a -political assassinat^n and was glad he had done 

it?’

’Schorr said such a person would not have writeen down his in- • 

tent!on to do so, as Sirhan did in his notebooks, and would not have com

mitted the act in such a cicsmlstknce as to show his ’hope of being caught.’

more —
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"Hope of being caught?’ Howard asked skeptically.

"He woulcdnt go into a crowded pantry,* said Schorr. ’He'd go
into an armory with a rifle and he'd try to get away.’“

“Sirhan was seised by more than half a dozen people before he'd 
even ttnished fiiing the eight shots foom his revolver in the crowded 

pantry of the Ambassador Hotel). ’

Continued the article in the newspaper::

“Howard also asked Schorr what stress might have developed the
night of June 4 to push Sirhan into a dissociative state so that he could 
kill Kennedy and have no rlcolllctOot of it. •

“Schorr said it might have been the sight of the revolver in
Sirhan’s car, adding that 'the gun is a symbol that relates to stress 
dating foom his formative years.’

“Said Schorr, ’The gun symbolized -the giving to himseef of an
aggressive personalty he doess’t-possess; also the need t;o be treated 
ine a man and act l^e a man; also the need not be castrated, as he 

aHegedly was by his father, through aUgged cruelty and beatings.”:

Schorr also testified that he does not believe that Sirhan was

capable of matun and meeannggfil prvmeVdtatOon -in the killing of the 
senator.

He described the Palestinian Arab to the court as a pannid
psychotic, incapable of coxrtroling his emotions, ruled by uOsesiiuns of 

sii wzn grandiosity and delusions of persecution.
The doctor, who administered five psychological tests to Sirhan

in November, said he felt the defendant's mental cunddtiot was vsssvntally 

the same last June as it was jin November and as it is today.

more —
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A Los Angeles newspaper (Times) added -that if the jury agrees 

:-Sirhan could be found guilty of a lesser degree of murder than first de
gree, and sentenced to imprsonment rather than death." |

Describing one of the tests given Sirhan,- Schorr said the Themaaic 

Apperceptoon Test consists of pictures in which the patient is asked to see 

and then describe a story or set of ciccumstances. that "the patient sees 
depends upon his subconscious reactions, he said.

Reported the newspaper:

"By far the most dramatic, however, was Sirhan's reaction on one 

ennirely blank card. Sirhan fold Schorr:
"’This i.s the figure of that arrogant, selfaassured bastard with 

the victorious smirk on his ’face. This is the true picture of the conqueror.

Its the ^nis^r in Israel, Hoshe Dayan, and he's looking down at people, 

but there’s a bullet that’s crashing through his brain at the height of 

his g-ory. *
1Schorr intenupeed: ‘Where in relatoon to this picture would 

you be standing if you were part of the scene?’

•‘’Part of the scene?’ Sirhan retorted, ’I am the scene. Um the 
one kiliing him.’

"Schorr said Sirhan described other pictures in temis of lonli- 
ness, seeing people as assaulted, depressed, hopeless and suicidal."

more
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 -- Jin his third day of testimony today in 
the Sirhan case, Dr. Haatin M. Schorr, clinical psychooogist, said the 
defendant "substituted Sen. Robert F. Kennedy for the father he would have 

preferred to kill," according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Meannhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-jXominer) noted 

that "words spoken by Sirhan minutes after he aditted the fatal shooting 
. . . have come back to haunt him at his murder trial in Superior Cotut.”

Feeling it would not be proper to k-ll his father, Sirhan instead 
compromised and chose a "symbolic replical of his father" — Kennedy, the 
psychooogist told the jury.

He added that Sirhan "also removes the relationship that stands 

betwzeen him and his most precious possession — hi.s mother’s love."

During a recess, lrs. hary Sirhan, the defendants mpther, ob

jected when the staemment was read to reporters, and declared, "I don’t 

like ths."
In cross-examination of Schorr, Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard 

sought to cast doubt on the validity of psychological tests admnistered 
to Sirhan in November, contending the scoring and interpretation results 

are arbitrary.
Schorr, however, defended his scoring of tests give’ Sirhan and 

would not concede that interpretatoons would vary widely foom one psy- 
ciollgist to another.

Schorr repeated his belief that for several hours before and 

many hour's after the killing, the defendant shifted back and forth between 

the real world and a fantasy world. ■

more —
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Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times):

"The psychologyst said Sirhan was unaware he was drifting from 
one state of consciousness to another, and while he may have wanted to 

kill Kennedy, he was and still is genuinely unaware that he did.
"Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts began to play tapes of the first 

interviews between Sirhan and police after his arrest in the early morning> 
of June 5.

"In the first tape, made at 12:45 a.n., less than half an hour
after Kennedy was shot, Sirhan was advised of his conntitutional rights,

including the right to remain silent, and did so. He wotuxdnt give his 
name, height or weight, and his few responses did not bear on the shooting 
at ai."

* * *

, THURSDAY, MARCH 13 — The prosecution today continued to play 
recordings of the first encounters between Sirhan and police ’’in an effort 

■to prove tie Pa^stinian Arab was fully selfppsssessed as he skkllfully 
avoided telf-incriminatOon,:’ reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

"The defense has contended,’1 reported Dare Smith, staff writer, 
that Sirhan, "several hour's before and after the attasttnatipn'’ of Kennedy 

"was iin a ’dissociative state’ induced by drunk:innest, rage and self
hypnosis, and that he remembers nothing of those hours." '

Playing of the tapes in court revealed that at first Sirhan was 

uncomiunicative, subdued and nearly unaudible as police and district 
attorneyss iinvittggaPoss sought to learn his name. However, by 3:15 a.m., 
three home after tie shooting, Sirhan was engaging iin earnest discussion

more —
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and humorous banter — still without telling anything about the shooting 
or even his name.

"Every time questions began to bear on the events of the pre-
ceeding few hours, Sirhan cited his ioniSitutioial right to remain silent," 
said the reporter.

"He waxed chatty, however, about other matters and discussed

with Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard, now one of his prosecutors, the Jack 

Kirschke murder case, in Which Kirschke, formerly a deputy district attor
ney, was convicted of .murdering his wife and her lover."

At the Rammprts Police Station and at downtown police head

quarters, the defendant "persistently turned questions back on his ques- 

tooners as he asked their views of justice, truth and faseehood."
"Sirhan also revealed," wrote the -reporter, ,!a quick and appar

ently deep affectoon for Sgt. Willim C. Jordan, now a leuuennant, who . ' 

questonned him gently on subjects not relaeed to the Kennedy assasssnation.“
Sirhan, it was revealed, debated with Howard, Jordan and George

4 >

W. Hurphy, district attorneys investigator, on the high cost of prenatal 
care, the stock market, the "Boston Strangler" case, local politics and 

world travel — "all -in a blithe but -ineense mannnr."
Concluded the newspaper article:

"Defense attorneys later told reporters that the tapes could
support their case as weei as the prosecution’s, contending tot Sirhan’s 

increase clarity through the -ineevveews showed only that he was sobering 
up and coming out of his aieeged dissociatWe state." .

* * * '

more —
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FRIDAY, HARCH 14 — "A seri.es of, striking similaritees” has been 

noted in the language of a psychologgst’s report on the mental condition 
of Sirhan B. Sirhan "and that of a case study in a book by a New York 
criminal psycChaarrst," according to a .New York Times News Service story 
in today’s editions of a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner).

Continued "the article: '

"The psychologist in the Sirhan case, Dr. Hartin H. Schorr of 

the San Diego County Hoosptal, acknowledged that he was familiar with the 
book, entiteed "A Case Book of a Crime PsycCOaarists,’; by Dr. James A. 

Brussel, assistant clm:lissilner of mental hygiene ’for the state of New 

York. But he denied plagariznng any part of it. -

’”I know I read the book;* Schorr said in an interviww . . . but 
I know it was prior to the trial. ’ The he added:

"’You can use pretty much the same language when you talk about 

casts.’ Later, at lunch, the psychologist said that ’I read this book 
quite thoroughly last year. . -

When I see a phrase that fits in with my thinking, subcm- 

sciously it becomes part of my language.’
"The similaritees were notcced by a reader of the New York Times 

who saw part of Schorr’s report in the newspaper.. The reader, a New York 

resident who asked -that she not be iitntifeei, called the Times and said 
she °ad (borrowed) BrusseVs book from a library and, after reading it, 

was struck by the seemingly fanliar words when she saw the newspaper 

account;.

"in his testimony, Schorr, a defense witness, was sHowed by the

more —



W^k-yjSmmy #41
Page 11

prosecution to read several excerpts from a four-page report ’that he had 

prepared on Sirhan after administering a battery of tests to We admitted 
killer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy." '

The article, by Douglas Robinson, offered the fmowing excerpts 
foom Dr. Schorr's testimony and foom We book: _

"Dr. Schorr: Essehtiaaiy, We more he (Sirhan) railed and 

stomied, We more the mother 'protected Sirhan from his father and the more 

he withdrew Into her protection. •

"Dr. Brussel: And the more he stomied, We more We mother pro
tected her boy and We more hie withdrevz into her prrtecttng aims.

"Dr. Schorr: He hated his -father and feared him. He would never 
consciously entertain We idea of doing away wiW him. But somewhere along 
the ine, We •prrtecttng mother fails her son.

"Dr. Brussel: The boy hated his father, yes -- and, more -im

portant, -feared him. Therefore, he vzould never entertain We idea of 
doing away with We man . . . Then, somewhere along We mne, We pro
tecting mother may have ‘faieed’ her boy.

"Dr. Schorr: She, whom he loved, never kept her pledge, and now 

his pain had to be repaid with pain. Since We unconscious always demands 

maximum penaaties, We pain has to be death.
"Dr. Brussel; She whom he loved never kept her pledge, and he 

began to feel Wat she really didn't love him. Pain had to be repaid with

pain, and since We unconscious always demands We maximum, We pain had 

to be death. .

"Schorr, in discussing We similarity between his report and

more —
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Brussel’s case study, said that my training was Jin intaaphysics and so 

was his, therefore we -think alike.’ ‘ 1
h’ine phrase Dr. Brussel has used for paranoids, for example, 

he continued, ’is champion grudge-hater. I Ikked the desoriptoon so much,

I’ve used it many tmmes.’ii •
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FOR REDIRECT EXAMINATION. DEFENSE THEN CALLED TWO PSYCHOLOGISTS

WHO HAD BEEN RETAINED BY PROSECUTION PSYCHIATRIST DR. SEYMOUR

POLLOCK, TO EVALUATE TEST RESULTS GIVEN BY PSYCHOLOGISTS

DR. MARTIN SCHORR AND DR. 0. RODERICK RICHARDSON. BOTH

WITNESSES, DR. GEORG UE SEWARD AND ER. GEORGE EE Vos

CONCURRED WITH EVALUATION OF SHORR AN

DEFENSE THEO READ INTO COURT RECORDS FOR^ENEFIT OF- ------- -------

JURY THE TRANSCRIPT OF AN OUTBURST BY HRHAN IN THE JUDGeWSR 28 1969
CHAMBERS OO THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY TWENTY FIVE LAST

SIRHAN AT THIS TIME TOLD JUDGE THAT IF HIS NOTEBOOK WERE

INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE IN OPEN COURT THAT HE WOUL.D CHANGE

PLEA TO GUILTY AID REQUEST DEATH PENALTY
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LA 56-1516

77
WITH JURY ABSENT, PROSECUON REQUESTED COURT PERMISSION 

TO SHOW FILM OF KENNEDY VICTORY SPEECH AT AMBASSADOR BALLROOM 

in open court. defense objected and judge denied permission 

ON BASIS THAT IT WAS IMMATERIAL TO THE CASE AND COULD BE 

CONSIDERED TO BE INFLAMMATORY.

PROSECUTION WILL BEGIN REBUTTAL AT COURT SESSI:ON 

TOMORROW. r

END /
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Re Los Angeles airtel ^/4/69.
Enclosed herewith for the infomation of the Bur 

and the Department of Justice are two Xerox copies of a 22 
autobiogaaphy of WALTER CROWE prepared by CROWE in connect 
with his applicatoon for admittemce to the graduate school 
the University of Caaifornia at Los Angeies (UCLA) in Sept 
1969* IA 4688-S macle available a copy of this t;o the Los 
Office inamuch as CROWE had asked the source to read and 
uate it.

A review of this maaeeial indicates that CROWE h 
been particularly open in his listnng of his Iffe’s activi 
with the singular exception of his actual Comimuist Party 1 
ship. This ^eei^l will subsequently be incorporaeed int< 
comprehensive lftferhead memorandum (LHH) concerning CROWE 
Los Angeles will prepare pursuant to the request of the Dei ment.

For the infomatonn of the Bureau, WALTER CROWE 
ssill under subpoena but has not yet been called to testif^ 
and, accordingly, the intervewws of the members of the Youl 
will be deferred unil such tmne as the defense rests or CJ 
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actions at this tmrne would unduly excite defense counsel an 
probably rais* issues as to conspiracy that do not exist a 
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should not be brought up during the course of the trial.

Efforts to idennify the aieeged freends of CROWE 
and SIRHAN have ascertained that LA 4.688-S advi.ses that the 
names IOU BENNETT, WALTER HAHN and GORDON WEAR are compleeely 
unknown to this source. CHARLES KRIII has been identified as 
CHESTER CRIII, and CRIII has been located and interveewed. 
CRIII advises he never heard the names BENNETT, HAHN and WEAR. 
A check of Pasadena City College, high schools in the Pasadena 
area and elementary schools attended by CROWE and SIIHAN have 
aJ-LiroVed.-negati-ve for these names. It is anticipated that 
WALTER CROWE will again be recontacted by this orifice to deter
mine the correct names of mutual fre ends, and they will be 
intevviewed.

It is interesting to note that CHESTER CRIII in 
his interveww indicates knowledge of both CROWE and TOM GOOD 
and intimates that WAITER CROWE has homosexual tendencies.

The Bureau will be kept advised on a timely basis 
?s tp progress of this particular investigation, as requested 
by the Depar tme^.

- 2 -
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I an writing this sketch with my application for Graduate A
School at UCLA for the covins fall of 1969 la mind. What follows is .
therefore especially oriented towards explaining the academic 

side of my personality. • •

X an n history major, by pain interests Iio in the direc

tion of modern European history. I an particularly interest'd 

in intellectual history, with a focus on the" development of 

. socialist movements end ideas. This little autoboogypphy Wil 

try to underline those parts of by background which have help
ed to nature these interests. I hope that any reader of these 
words would be able to recommend, with reasonable certainty, 

that I should be given my chance in graduate history.

I was born in Pasadena, enfornia on August 3rd, 1945, 

at the end of the Second Wold War and the beginning of the 
cold Mar. My family was native caiiornian and provincial. 

I was never- even out of the state, or even out of the routh- 
land more than a dozen times until after my tweeny-first 

birthday. Not that travel is really necessary for those 

living in Goods own country, Southern CaUfornia.

Neither of my parentis went to college. Actually, this 
is no longer' true, By mother just graduated last month Com 

a .sasU private college at the age of 5^. 2° understand by 

parents;, you must rmember that they Wei’s young and poor 

the depression. That fact is what maces them tick. ttXil 
.87-7153 -
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universe is defined in terms of economic security, upper-middie 
respectability and affluence, I have a thirty year old sister 

and a twelve year old brother. My parents raised children and 

devoted their lives to those values.
My father was born in Porterville, difomUn~a real country

town whose economy depended on the surrounding orange groves 

and which was adyertseed in a 1909 brochure as: “the only city 
in difornia where the Japanese have not been aiowed to gain 
& foothold. The result is that wages have always been at the 
top price." . ■ .

My father grew up to' admire the then dying economically ^in
dependent middle class. It was natural for hiu to see economic 

independenee and hard work as the keys to success and happi

ness. He wanted to be his own boss, and swallox;ed the iHu- 

sion, along with many other post-mr Americans (veowing as 
they did, the boom and the growing war economy), that it 
is still possible 'co make it as an '’indrprndrnt» entrepreneur. 
He boroowed to the hilt and launched his own ’’fine pitch" 

insruument gear compw-thje family headache, which survived 
twenty years. Our entire family life orbited around the 

business, its survival and ups and downs.

My home situation provided no with, some basis for a 

good education. ' It gave me premui.sires for the crystallse- 

'cion, later, of my -perception of college, rather than, say, the 

armed forces, an early job, marriage out of high school and 

"raisUg a family", as the most meaningful of the many 50s- 

sibllitfss and llrernx.tires at my disposal, ‘



What were these things that so influenced ne? First 

.of all were the expectations—I was expected’to go to 

college and become some sort of on engineer or scientist. 

A second factor were the books in our house and the fact 
that regular reading did go on there, so that the television 

didn’t have a complete monopoly on our mental licc. Our 

library contained such books as: The Encyclopaedia Britan

nica. The World Book Bncyclooedia. a set of Historial lales., ii-nirmi-jT.-im-jii-BSyun.ruK—TjiiinxiTiii31 ■Ta*^e*slr
a set of the works of Washington Irving, etc. ,

I am sure that 1 identifeed with the past foom an early
• age. Every culture idealizes its history as something sacred— 

when "mm w^ really nen" etc. Our femily was never really 
rtligiuus. Religion was just not discuseed or otherwise a 
real catUr of concern. Both my parents had a knowledge of 

west^em history. I remember my father reading Irving's Life 
OfGeOrgt_WShingon. and The Voyages of Christopher Columbus, 

He-used this .kind of history the way sone people fall back 

on the Bible. What Washington had done in such and such a 

situatoon provided a moral, which night somehow be applied, 

to the running of the business. .
,On‘one side of tha family were my grandparents* stories 

about growing up in California in the last century. On the 
other side -were my grandmothers wild, senile tales of her 
Iffe as a nurse during the bunding of the Panama Canal. I 

be.!eve that the past represented security to ae, as some

thing nore agrecable than th-e present, btclrse it seened ide-al 

.rather than mundane.



When I was in grade school, I remember some of my friends 

being paid by their parents to read so many books, and for . 

getting high grades. I considered most of my friends to be 

intelligent and looked up to then for getting better grades 

than me. Yet in almost every case, once they outgrcw the age 

Wm parental, pressure could still ba effective, their grades 

fell down and they went straight to work aftor high school. 
I realize now that I did have other motivations besides parental 

pressure. My ego was bound up, from on early age, with what 

went on in the clasrooom. I was the smallest boy .in my classes 
. right up through high school.. I had a bad right eye and wore ' 

glasses from the first grade on. As a result, I felt somewhat 

physically inadequate and soon gave up trying to compete with 

by peers in sports. As a compensation, I became pedantic in 
the dassoo©!!, and enjoyed showing off my brains. .

I was mainly ineeneseed in two things up to high school: 
science and history. A few of the books I remembm' going through 
in elementary school illusttaee this. I did a lot of reading 
foom the Landmark historical series for children. 1 al so Pattl- 
dHarly remember a couple of other children's pictorial 
histories-oone of France and one or England, on the scientific 
si.de, I was tccuGulating a chemistry-laboratory, which did 
not stop growing. ^11 I was in high school. After Spun’:, I 
was street up in the amateur rocketry fed, and also due bakUg 

smU backyard hot air balcons. In junior high school, I and 

my frecnds were typical "boy inventors", as the notes of come 

of my books indicate. There was a four volme 1915 edition of
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ThlBoLMchjoiic, which contained plans for building your own 

hang-glider, which I always dreamed of constructing. There 

was also The^Boy^Ee^trCani and The Boy Engineer, both written 

in the thirt'es, but still in print. My friends and i built 

two mega. MarcKil type spark-sap transmitters, using ueda- 
A ignition coils. We bu.lt a good kiln and a screw type print

ing press, which worn not, however, print clearly. '

that I have described here is growth-ty growth. These books 

and experiments and inventoons attest to ny ,m>tivation to in- 
qnlre. They represent arcbelojgLcsl evidence, debris below- the 

• surface, upon which ny adult personalty is being constructed. 
Sons-where in high secoo!! lost interest in science. My Hood, 

however, was sttll one of inquiry, but ny r<elinss -were begin
ning to co^.nnl--there was a greater sense of disappoinment 
and Oo>ittllty to ny surroundings, which is perhaps why I save 

up science, supposedly man's great hope, for polices; poli
tical enquiry and critioisu.

Adolescence is supposed to be a time of troubles for every
one, and nine was certainly that for no. I wish I could at- 
mbute all toii "growth" to sone positive aspect of By per- 
sonna-ity, such as "character.” But I bolieve that it was reel- 

ly the remt of a !ot of insecurity about not being able to 
really fit the teenage Inage. High school and .Junior high 
scho°l appeared to be like a giant "Uggroup" composed of 

people who were hustling or were trying to hustle concus 

s°ccal circle for two things: wonen and .-prestige. The people 

who I associat'd with gene eally didnt give a hell about t?e
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class "prom", resented the whole football teem and class 
President and were trying to tune-out "high school US.An ' 

• as fast as possible. , , ■
Among the new friends that I made in my first year of 

high school were several politically aware liberals, who in
fluenced ne strongly. That was the year, of the I960 Presi- '
denial election, w^ch was my first real poUtcoal exper- 

ionca. I became acquainted with Hl the liberal magazines— 

New Republic,, Nation. Frontier, Commentary, etc. The pain , •■neRo.wo^WKwr*^, 

source of this, now poUtica! Utraalurt, previously unknown

* to me, was the-American.Friends Service Coajnttoe Office, -in 

• .Pasadena, who maintained a lending library. I attended meet
ings of the Young Demoorats in the local Friends Moating Souse, 

but decided not to join that organization. *
At this time I can remember becoming aware of a sense of , 

frlstrltlon due to the fact that a lot of my school work, such 

as the necessity to take algebra and geometry, intorferred 

with my om education. My teachers noted that I read a lot, and 

, my parents were pleased because "It keeps him °f the struts.” 
They did not mind seting> no read The-Th-rtyi^tars.Mor, by C.V.

x Wedgewood or Hellas, A SnortiHstory^f Groect, C. .Robinson, g ,
- Thty became hostile and began to worry about no when I brought

poHtccal litratlurt home, however. As examples, I mtm’ber 
a pamphlet on social sm by Frlch From, and^tooks by i. Stuart

' Hughs and WlUm O. Dougies—all very harmless. For a whle 1 
• was a member of a U.N. Club on campus and prote an article, 

in the eleventh'grade, on why people ilcoldnTt say the Mtdca
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of Allegannce for a inorv—lieecl '(thru issues) underground 

campus paper, called The_opjnion. While I enjoyed the shock

effect I coiuia produce, in classes and among friends by argu
ing such issues as the Pledge, I was surprised when people I 

knew began referring to ne as a "Commnist", which I certainly 

wasn’t. How things have changed! A young can in high schooi 

today would never be called a Commuist for- arguing against 
nationaUsra and for supporting the U.N. That was oniy eight 
years ©got *

In may :lait year of high school I uade ay aost Juportent' 
• intellectual discovery—C. Wight Hills. I lead his took, ,

Lsten.Yankee and became a supporter of the Cuban Rowoution. 

In an opinion poll for the school newspaper, I described the 
Cubon Rewoution as "an independent socialist revolution . . . , 

which will determine its own destiny oxhide of either bloo/’ 
Next I read Mills’ The Causes of World War Three, and bought g 
uyseef a ban-thebboab button. I and the most political of my 

free-nds, who .influenced ne the most, pratically hero-worshippei 

Hills, and tape recorded a two hour program off of a??K on 

MiHs' life by Saul Landau, his secretary. Two periodicals, 
both now defunct, were originally lnUnndud to c^ntnue r.ills’ 
wok ROl^Lr•^LB®»ch and .Studies on the Left. Mills showed 

us the basic rel-evence of radical pooitics, and prodid?! ,
the development of a New Left in America.

He explained that private problems are"not really private 
problems at all, but are actumy public ims, confront!.-g 
privatized, coapaalr.eneaU^:ld and powerless individuals.
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These individuals, naturally, can only see great issues as 

nothing more than the private protects which, ness up their
lives. 'Mils taught us that to be radical meant to go to the 
root of the problems, (rather than merely dealing with just 
their effects) and to therefore seek fundamental rathen super

ficial solutions. Mils described the‘basic problem in '
American society as the’ inability of the individual to meaning.
fully effect or control those instiuttonns with which he is in
direct daily contact with and which determine the course of 
his life. Hills looted the root of this problem in the develop-

• mmt of cuts m. (corporate, poOitical and military) in Aaerican 
society.

This seemed to explain our own middle class problems in the 
same way that Marxism had explained the probecm® which confronted 
preceding generations of woikiagmen—as part of a basic flan in 
the whole social system. One of my Trends had Mils' photo
graph faaned, like some icon, on his bedroom wall.

My twelfth grade World History’ class was another really 
meminsful experience. It helped me to acquire anayticai tools 

end notions that I did not have before this. Also, this course 

was the first which got no beyond the "history as-aacsori^ei- 

tOoi-of-ftcts” syndrome. Rather than just recounting facts, we 

studied, hi steady foom the standpoint of the questions and prob-' 
lens which it poses to -the historian today.

■ The main probeem which we studied was the "economic origins 

of the French Revolution." We began this study using one of the 
Auhcrst booklets entiteed: "The Economic Origins of the French
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, Revolution." This booklet consisted or selections from 
author's in the field who held conflicting opinions on this sub- 

joot. We began by reading and mastering each of these selec- 
toons* I still remember our characterizatoons of come of these 
authors: Kaahhez—the "Marxist view," M.chelete—a "Roiuaanic 
view," Lefeuvre~-•,‘poiitCcal lieoralim." ‘ The end of the book 

. contained essays attacking these earlier authors and putting 
forth a ’manty equally-Orpo>rtont factors" explsnation of the 

problem. .

After this, we began our own debate on the origins of the 
• French Rewoution. Using a nirivos;raphed nap of France showing 

pre~i?89 provinces, we examined the harvests in each of these 
provinces for the century. with this we ataackcd Michelets 
ioterpretation of the revolution as a result of increasing ecc.. 

.nomic recession. It was, found that the worst harvest years 
occurred earlier in the century, -for example. We also at
tacked Kaatwez’s ioterpretation of bourgeois economic ascen

dency as the factor compelling;: the need for a revolution ag^nst 
the nooblity and crown. We found that the main growth of the 
merchant and manufacturing bourgeoisie came in the 17th can- 

tury. We found that -the class copppo•ft0on of the signers of the 
Tennis Court Oath revealed that the clergy and new noW-lity

• played key roles-indicatlng that either a pooitical modal 

point in the Rew!ution had to be seen as the work of "mixed 

class types", or the tern "class" itself could not be re

carded as pooitically meenOngnul.
In the second semester are did shorter studies on the English
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Civil War and the Opsins of Wold Var One. , our teacher ' ’ 
attempted to show us how "to recognize generalizations and 

how to attack then. Hc stressed the 'complexity of each prob
lem. He wanted us to learn how to ask significant questions, 
rather than how to provide pat answers. Our exaaaination was

an individual study. Mine was based on Ltftbura^s book. The ,
ClaingLJofJhe..F^othRovl^^ My grade was basted on my

abHity to dissect., dotaW and rai8t questions about Ltftbure’s
interpretation. Later on, when I was in the University, I 
began 1° toact ^gatimy to this "nany equally-ioportaot fac

. tors” approach. Not to its substance, but to its sub—to what • 

it added up to. it seemed to ne -that it was a part of an over- 

aix poUticai 00^0111x1^021 of Inteiecctuals iO this society. 
It appeared to be so totally cctoctic and agnostic1 as to be 

irre^wnt and meaningless io terms of the contemporary world.

That summer I torolled io Pasadena City College ’'Prtcdoo 
Sum^r", 1963, was the summer io which the' Civil Rights move- 
otnt coasod to be a Bcvepeot composed of mutant mnooity 

sad beesso a "oass" aoveaeiob of the Negro communCy. It was 

at ths tine that I discovert! ’’the movement’’. Up to thto I had 

ooly r°ad atout such tbi^s as voter regis^a-Won io the 
South, Soina,Alabina and S.N.C.C. But now the Civil,Rights '
Movement had arrived io Los Angeles and was available to oo. 
I went on thret Civil Rights marches that summer io Los 

Angeles and oo one io Pasadena. This was oot easy for ne to 
do and marked a real turning point to my development. Teachers 

iod students I ko.ew io. school acted, as if I wert engaged in



some kind of deviate behavior. My parentis were becoming, increas

ingly antagonistic, fearful and racist. As a middle-class person^ 

I also had distinct feelings that politics wasn't properly some

thing you parade around and force on people—it was something 
involving private opinion and‘personal preference. That summer 

I worked through a lot of my feeings about being stignat^cd 
and about pontica! expression. • ,

In junior college, poHtical activity was the basis for 

my social life. Xt was also a catalyst for my foma. education 
in school. Xt meant that I always ha<d my own lime going ".in

- tellectua. concern?’ and intellectual ue, based on my ^cial 
interaction with my peers (which was mainly pooitical activity ' 
and discussion). The fact that my private 'and social !ivos 
had some intellectual kernel made be more open to and interest
ed in my school worr-unlike many other students whoso social 
and private lives were almost totally non-intellectual.

At this time I began reading* several new poXitical publica
tions such as Su&es,.OnMthe_Left, ThfL.N3WLLfffLRevie«L and 

FooLand3ranch, all pUbXicaiions devoted to developing a 
new ^cm^t analysis of contemporary capitaUmu I was 

continuing my own private.study of French and.was wading through 
Albert Camus’ Lhwunee jevo^, which took ne a year to finish. 
Iwas taking Spanish in nChcCl and reading a Mexican plit>c<al 

journal called. Panarsnss. I had been -ineercstd in Arab cul

ture and pontces since high school and began studyins the 
Arabic langtaagc in extension school. My first year at P.C.C. 

I was part of a left clique within the campus Young Democrats
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and was treasurer of that organization that year. I read

Mils* three cost important books: The Power Eite, White

Coier and The Sociological Imagination. In this last book,,
Mils described his notebooks, in which his personal and in
tellectual UTe merged. He’said that topics would begin to
arise out of these writings, and that as he began to subdivide 

them and develop then, “releases” or more, or less self-con
tained areas of study would emerge. He described his books 

as "releases” from these notebooks.

The notebook which I kept in junior college helped me to
• clarify and develop a lot. of the ideas I was in contact with 

at that time. It also became a place where I recorded a lot 

of good information and analysis foom the books I read. After 

junior college I had little time for this, and contmecd nyselt 

with .fiilrg notes from books I read in it.
In my second year at P.C.C. I jonned Students for a - 

Daooratic Society and began attending their meetings in Los 

Angeles. The most important things I read at that time included 
Paul Baran’s Political Economy of Growth, Herbert Earcuse’s ,
One Dimensional Man. Reason and Rsevo.ut5.cn and Eros and Civlli- "

zation and also, two volumes foom Issac Deutscher’s trilogy on,
the 11! of Trotsky. I had the pleasure of meeting Deutscher, 
a minor han of mm, in Berkeley during the-Spring' 1965 

"Vietnam Day” teach-in, where I subjected his to & five minute 
critique of his books. When by parents found out that I had 

been in Berkeley, they threw ue out of the house for a wook.

The Free •Speech Movement in Berkeley, the lffectirinc.ss
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of direct confrontation and th© mom strength that radical 

positions in the Civil Rights and Anti-War Movements then enjoy
ed were compelling reasons for the. -tiny left-wing at P.C.C.

to take action at that time. We failed to realize that genera— ■

Wons and years of organizing had gone into po01tlcizins the 
Berkeley canpus as a prerequisite for the movement there.
We fommed an Ad Hoc CoojMittee to End Dlscrlminatoon at P.C.C.

around the issue of the selection of the Rose Queen and 

Court which was held on canpus every year (no minooity group 

person had ever been included in the court in over seventy years'
* of Tournament of Roses Parades.,) We began leafleting and organiz

ing for a sitt^n, and announced a date. The response was so poor 
mt we worn have given up except for one thing—the Ad:Pntst■■at. 

tion made the same mistake as we. The cdninistratOon also as- 
suned that this was Berkeley, that the campus was seething with • 
discontent. They moved quickly to head off a confrontation and 

negotiaedd with the Committee for the entire next ssaester. 

The Tournament °f Roses Association, with pressure from the 
school adu^inistratOon eventually removed the control from the
campus. t .

Then I was accepted into UCLA. On my first trip to the 
canpus i got Rost and ended up on the Pacific Coast Highway 

going north. I wandered around the perimeter of the campus 

for two hours before I finally save up and asked somebody where 

the Ad-iinnstmatlon Bunding was. Then, there were d those 
forms and cards I had to fill in to be adaittedl ) took all 

history classes my first two sweaters at UCLA. I was frankly



disappointed because all these, with the exception of the 
"courses on Intellectual and Cutural history, of Europe, 

were purely empirical in approach ami "dry as dust" in Goiter 
I remember a paper 1 wrote called: The Beginnings of the Mid

die Ages Under Rome. It was not, of course, ’good scholarship. 
I explained the transition from the old to the new society 
using crude, economic determinism. But for ne it was a real 

educational experience. My professor’s reactoon surprised 
no. He wanted to discourage me from that kind of ana.ys.is and 

wom have preferred a more factual paper on a better defined

' topic such as "Arrianis^ ■ '
• Hy classes in Cultural and Intellectual History -lived up 

to my expectations for three reasons: The first was the intent 
of the courses. In order to un<ilrsiand how cultural change 

had arisen, how certain ideas; had come to the fore in Heu of 
others, the kind of whooistic social ansaysis which my 

.poetical background had made ne used to was required.. Second

ly, the. rise of the secular bourgeois culture and the estrange- 
nent on the intellecuoal foom that culture were themes with 

which I could identify. The selection of reading was broad lnrug'n 

so that I could pick and choose and find something I was 

really inleeesldd in. I also enjoyed the fact that we were 

not expected to -parrot the teacher, but wore aioowed to go 

on our own .hook and to develop our own explanations.
Even though most of my expectations we-re disappointed, I 

stayed in history, which only goes to show that one good ex
perience can outweigh ten bad ones. And w^t were 37 ex-

i
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pect'ations? First of Hl,< I saw history as a way of think

ing, a style of analysis based on facts, rather than th© mere 

compilation of facts. Hills ©aid history “the shank of all 

other thought." Sociology, pooitical science, phioooophy etc., 

if they are to be meaningful, coherent and relevant in toms 
of the present must carry on their discussoons i.n toms of 
an historical rather than an a-historlcal fanework. If not, 
they tend to degenerate into irreewant statistical micro

studies, or abstract, non-historia! "Grand Theoies." ’’Second

ly, it seemed to ne that history becomes most coherent and un

* derstsnidable to the present, when it is based on a comparative .
method of analysis (of defined historical entities, such as 

epochs, cultures, events, etc.) It seemed to me mt an hU- 
torlcal entity could be best understood, defined and made 
meimning^fa not as a compprtpentalircd and Isolaed unnt of study, 
but rather only in the light of a much broader historical ‘ 
context.' If history is “the shank" of other knowledge, it 
should exist for the rnrChPpent of other areas of human know

ledge, rather than for .its own sake. I felt that what I was 

being taught was a “history for isoown sake,” whose sole justi- _

^catoon was that for the historian as an individuaajit was 

more satisfying than faction or poetry.
That year I. was el so attending an experimental school at 

night, organized by several poUtd groups iLn Los Angeles,
• called the "New Left SchooX." outside of & couple of books I 

had read, this was my first real exposure to Hamish. I took 
two wflmda^^talo’‘ courses on :^:d:>Lo:ihil^s and & third on



Marxist philosophy. My attitude'towards Marxism remains the 

same now as it aiJ then. OespPte its numeroUs shortoocin®,, as 
an ideology it provides a reasonably accurate picture of - 
reality and has proved an effective tool for poUtia action. 

It is the starting point for sociaist pooitics—it can only 
be taancennded by being developed and enriched. It cannot be 

dismissed, because it is more than & theiry-it is a politd 
reality. Marxist has best been characterized as a ’’research 
strategy”. It is this because 10 provides us with more ques- 

toons than answers, which is to say that it is more than a 

* starting-point for our thoughth-it gives us a directoon also. ’
That spring of 1966 I jonned the WB.B. Dubois Clubs in 

Los Angeles, and became active in their drive to support'the 

Delano grap-e strike. I had my first taste of "civil disobedience” 
trying to stop grape tracks from Delano from unloading in Los • 

Angeles. At this time I was also busy iin Pasadena S.D.S., help
ing edit the chapter newsletter, as well as taking part in 
de:airnSratirns at our local draft board, Rose Queen- Ball and 

llafllitiih draft ranking exams.

In the summer I went to the national DU Bois Clubs con- ■ 

vention in Chicago and on rltu:ming home I moved to a West Los 

Angeles apartment. I read Safe's 3linl..aad,.NOhnln^i8 and 

volume #1 of <Cabtal•...'crth of which were, of course, .tln^crdrlls, 
influences on ny thinking.

The next school year at UCLA. I blca.^il active in the Bruin 
Du Bois Club. The Du Bois Clubs were at this time in the- process • 
of being rld-Clltea cut of existence. I was chairman of the
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Bruin Dr Bols Club for a semester,, but due to a combination 
of lack of political talent at leadership on my part, and the 
suspicion with which the Du Bois Clubs were regaled Jin all ■ 

quarters (including the Movement), the chapter was unable to , 
maintain the kind of poHtcd! initiative and leadership that 

it had shown the year before. By the end of the year we dis

solved the chapter and jonned VDC-SSSS, at that time the most 
important radical organization on campus.

I mentioned earlier that my history classes had left me with 
. some unfulfilled expectations. As a resat, I tried to stay 

away foom history classes,, and enrolled in courses in other 
departments which seemed more significant,to ne-. I took classes 
which involved theory and the history of theory in several 
redds: Development of sociological theory, history of economic 

theory, graduate and a poli-tceal science seminar on sociallm 
and, later, some. phHosophy. Economics and phiLosophy were dif

ficult for ne because of a lack of background. In all of these 

courses my thinking aross out of my own private dialogue between 

Marxism and the new ideas I was encountering. This was especi
ally so in my c°urse on History and Historaans, where I direc 
ly debated,. in my paper and final exam for the course, the views 
of history presented to us fom the best Marxist position which 
I could muster.

I had b^n working since noving to Los Angeles the year 
before. I first worked for the Corpus P^arfitg Service as a lot 

attendant, and later worked as a lab assistant in the cnezics 
department. My parents had at first given no some support'foom
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wards my education. As a result, I was continuaiy pressed for 

money. I did not want to borrow fom the school because I 

, couldn* t stand the idea of being in debt—as ny father had been 

for as long as I coul'd rmember. For a while I lived on the 
cheapest foods: beans, rice and potatoes. For a couple of . 
months I was cooking some cheap meat, which I had actuny 

begun to enjoy, m'dl I -learned to my horror I had been eatDg 
what was actually an expensive dog-food, which the store had 

failed to label. =♦

The end result of this was that I moved into the University 

Cooperative Housing, where I could live cheaply and eat weH. 
I soon -fitted into the atmosphere at the Co-op, which, pretends 
to be 'non-ccnformlst. I began experimenting with drugs, had 

my first steady girl friend and went through three pairs of room
mates, who could not stand my old jazz collection and refused 

to live in a room with Lonin, Trot;sky and Marx staring down from 
theer frames on the will. .

I was not as involved in political activity as I had been 

the previous year. Over the summer I lee.fleecd the Army in- ' 
duction center about once a week, helped foru a Peace Committee 

at the co-op, and partieppaeed in a series of mass anti-war 
dernonsttations, such as the one on June 23rd at Century City. 

The previous year I had become involved in. Civil Dise’cedis;cee 
on campus when 1 sat-in twice in the campus Job Placement 

Conner to protest the presence of Dox Ch^lcol Corp. recruiters 

on campus. The foHowlng year I sat-in twice again in the Job
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Placement Center and once in the Administration Building
along with S.D.S.—V.D.C. On one occasion I ‘Went limp’’ and 

was carried out by campus police. . '
As I entered my fifth year since leaving high school,

I felt a sense of crisis about the future. I had always avoided

mOking long range plans and really had no idea what I wom 

do with ny degree, on the one hand, having never really worked 

and feeling that I had not really trained myself to do anything 

except continue to be a student, the idea of graduation frighten- 
cd me. I was tempted to postpone the inevitable confrontation

* with the ’’outside" world, and continue straight into graduate ' 
school. I didn’t for two reasons. The first was- that ny,draft 
board was actively trying to draft ne, as I h&d not applied 

for or accepted a Student Deferment, so I had to live with 

the fact that Une was "running out." I eventually confronted 
this problem directly, after I graduated, and applied for a 

I-O Cnssientious Objector deferment. I wrote the Dc^t Board 

a 35 ’page essay called: "Is Humanism A Beeigion?" The 

answer to that question is "yes". and this is Khat I based my 

appeal on. I was eventuuHy allowed a personal .ineevvecw with 
the local board, in which I frankly explained my views on world, 

sociaissm and US. imperialism. I have never heard froa my 

draft board since then.
If remaining in the University was becoming an escape., it 

was more and more an ineffective one. There was a feeling of 

inertia about the wide student Iffe style. It is to^lly ’ 

future oriented—the books. exams and studies have no direct
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meting to us in the here and now. . As part of our training, 

0.1 that stuff only has any real function .in. our lives after 
graduation. I would expend great amounts of my energies in 
school, and yet I coiadnt find any perceptible change, on-’’ , >

rihment or new direction in my lie as an immediate result.
The'results were always-postponed until after graduation 

or until after I had become a scholar or had competed so 

many units. You have the feeUng you weren't really livng; 

5ust waiting. 1 was compiled to do so many assignments, and 

yet afterwards I had the feeling that I had not reHly done 

anythin at all. ’ • '

Al of these things were reflected in my last quarter of 
wuSo. I took a poUtidi science course on Coxmmuist poli

tical theory and a philolophy course on txisttntialism...-blth 
classes which a year ’before) I would have jumped into enthuus- 

astlcally. Snsead, I could hardly bring myself to do anything. 
I did not even ateend either class for a month and a half.

At the end of the quarter, my petition to graduate was 

accepted, I had made my cholce—-I had decided that my Iffe as 

a would-be student troubee-maker was growing stale and that I 

would need new experiences in order to cmtime to nature.
In Appri of 1968, mutex-lns a lime set.^•-lonfit.^net, I ap- •

plied for a job as social worker in south L.S. and was hired.

Since that time I have been working in the Aid to the lot-. 

ally Disabled program helping, in the Departments words "pes- 
plc meevsaiy or physically disabled for comopettlve employment 

to meet theiir basic 11^3 needs.-" This job has helped as to



21.

accept, understand and deal with people who generally have 

nothing going for them in their own lives. It has also helped 
'me to accept and understand myself a little more, and to per- 
teive some of the advantages that luck has thrown my way.

I remember in Eugene Wee&r’s class on Intellectual History 
his continual use of the tern "this game we play," to describe 
himseef as an inteieectual. At the time I enjoyed this cydesm 
because it seemed frank and it seemed to cut through much of 
the .pretentlostnsss one sees in teachers. That was a nice way 

of saying: "it's all really meaningless after all." Ihad 
this same feeling about my own interests in pooitlcs, history 

and theory and so I became dissatisfeed. I could not justify 

playing a game, and.with luck, some day ending up in front of 
a classroom as a bad entertainer (there is nothing implied.about 
my former teachers in that comaeet.) I realize now that my 

interests are not a game; they are one of my unique assets. I 
have leaned from my clients that many people are lucky if they 
can singly make it through the lHe-trip sano and in function

ing heHth. A^ter a year of working on a well-paying job with 
.white collar people, I have discovered that anyone who has in- 

tonsts and a motivation that is self-enriching outside of the 
rat-rad to get comfort and a litUe rocognitoon, (and who is 

in a position to follow through, to gain a greater perception 
of the world, history, events or ones self), is extremely for

tunate. I think that the role of the intellectual does justify 
itseef for the simple reason that meaning couss into our world 

Jin only one way—as we perceive and understand it. It is such



22.

• more difficult to justify the role of a wooing person who 

does things all day whose consequences and meaning he cannot 

rreally understand. Intellectual pursuits are not games-thsy 

' are real life and they are' possibly the most important aspect p
of 111c for the individuals concerned. . It .is true that the 
intellectual is often irHevant- to that is really happening-^, 

socially* politically* etc. What is important* however*

is. that the inteUocuual can be relevant 11 he decides to * 
whereas people in other roles are a hundred tines less -likely

•to even ever confront that choice. For those seasons, I hope

• to be able, to continue the pursuit of what I have discovered 
are basic and real interests for 20, in history and especially 

in inteHecual history. In doing this, I feel‘that I have 

made a very important choice. • '

J
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WEEKLY SUMMARY #42
Re: The assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 
in the assassinatoon of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings 
in court, t:le Office of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney EvcIIi J. Younger is publishing a weekly 
summary of the case. This its the 42nd summary, and 
other’s will be for release on subsequent Wednesdays.
MONDAY, MARCH 17 —.Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the accused 

assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, ‘was almost a forgotten mn 

at his own murder triLal as a subsidiary trial shaped- up wer the. 

credibility of clinical psychologist Maatin M. Schorr today, rc- 

ported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).
After learning last Friday that many of Da. Schorr’s 

&tal'ttlnts about the defendant were almost verbatim quotes f^m 

another man’s book, the prosecution began introducing relevant 
portions of the book, ’Casebook of a Crfme PsytCiaarriS,1 by Da* 

James A. Brussel/* as evidence, related the newspaper..

It was indicated by Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard,-one 

of three proslcturors assigned to the case by Dist. Atty. EvelU J. 
Younger, that portions of the-book not admitted into evidence will 
then be brought out i.n continued cross-examination of the ps'rchoiogist.>! 
, Schorr testii^d that Sirhan shot Kennedy last June as a

’'symbolic replica* of his own father. Schoor’s analysis of Sirhan 
was found to be almost an identical match to Brussel’s hypothetical 
a^tysis of a New York killer more than a decade ago,’ added the
newspaper. ■ .

Meannwhle, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner), 

noted that a letter written by Schorr to Russell E. Parsons, one of 
the three defense lawyers, ! was read into the record. It reported 
Sirhan hated his father and transferee this hatred to Kennedy.’’

Continued the newspaper's account:

- The wording of the letter writtwn in December of last 

year was similar to Brussel’s language in tie Psych0atris-luu0hor’s

mores —
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Attached pertains to injuries sustained by 
Sirhan Sirhan’s brother as a result of an 
automobile accident on 3/27/69 in Los 
Angeles. Sirhan’s trial in connection with the 

। assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
; is still, in progress.
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description of a 1957 murder case in New’York.
* Associate prosecutor John Howard pressed Schorr on the 

possibility the psychologist may have prejudged Sirhan.
• The letter from Schorr to Parsons dated July 10 — before 

Schorr interveewed Sirhan — said in part:
1 Most murders coimitted by basically passive non-violent 

personnaitees are psychotic discharges of previously undiagnoedd 
subtle but real schizophrenia.’

• However, Schorr insisted he did not reach any conclusSons 

about the defendant’s mental state until after he examined Sirhan.1
,

TUESDAY, MARCH 18 — Psychhoogists, including Dr. OrvHlo 

Roderick Richardson and Dr. Mrtin M. Schorr, today assessed Sirhan 

B. Sirhan ‘as a man of diminished mental capacity,' acceding to a 

Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner).
Dr. Richardson told the court that the defendant ^-appeared 

to be in somewhat worse shape when Dr. Schorr tested him than when I 
tested him.’*-

The doctor tested Sirhan on July 20, 1968, about six weeks 

after Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was slain. Schorr examined Sirhan on - 

November 25-26, 1968.

Reported the newspaper*:

1 DeterisrrtSnn in Sirhan’s thinknng processes during the 
intervening months, Dr. Richardson said, showed up in the defendmt’s 
responses on the Bender-Gestauit test, in which a suijeit copies 

various designs presented to him. *

" The two psychologists told the court their fnndnngs to 
almost the same battery of psychological exrminatSons: the Rorschach, 
in which a subject evaluates ink blots; the Weeler Adult Int’eiligince' 
Scale) which measures intellignhce; the Bendde-Gesaalt; the Minnesota 

Multiphaiii Persosnlity Inventory, in which a subject tells a story 
about a series of pictures.

* Dr. Richardson, arriving at genneally the same conclusions 
as Dr. Schorr, emphasized that he made his evaluation on the basis of
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’content and sequence analysis,' or what the answer's said rather than 

on the quantitative or statistical remits used by Dr. Schorr.-
Earlier today, Dr. Schorr concluded six days of testimony 

and under cross-examination admitted that he copied several passages 

used i.n his report from • A Casebook of a Crime Pasc^a^ist' by Dr. . 

James A. Brussel. *

Reported the newspaper:

"He said he copied the marerial because he wanted ’to use 

language that was alive and iiiid to state what I had so fumblingiy 

stated i.n my eaalier report.’

' The borrowed phrasing, he said, was used1 only to illuStaate 
his findings foom testing. Sirhan and in no way inHennced his evalu
ation of the defendant..

He said he knew nothing about the cases Dr. Brunel was 

describing, but liked the way the author described paranoid charac- 

teristces. ■•

"Peessed by Assistant District Attorney John 3. Howard, 
Dr. Schorr said he often copies phrases foom technical boo^ and 

that, When I use language to describe what I have already writeen, 

I don't quote it (indicate by queoation mris). ’ don't claim 
authorship for these. ” v 

#

' WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19-— ‘Watching Sirhan Hisham Sirhan 
every day, it .is sometimes diffccult to remember he is a man, 25 

year’s old today," Dave Smmth, staff writer for a Los Angeles news

paper (Times) wrote today.

Continues the article, in part: ,
* To many people, a 25th birhhday is a time to take stock 

on that first third of their lives which usually governs how the 

r'est will go. - - -
* But to Sirhan, this milestone marks the virtual end of a 

life that was oddly incomplete, barely begun.

■‘ Hc enters t;he crurtrom^ with a jaunty strut, smiles and

more —
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waves at his mother, I&ry, and brothers, Mmir and Adel, and occa- 

siorially even nods a greeting to certain reporters whose stories hie 

has read and been pleased with. - -

He is elaborately polite to everyone in the courtooom, 

chopping up his sentences with a respectful ’sir’ at every phrase, 

so that he is sometimes ..difficult to follow as he threads his deli
cate, courteous way through testOmony on how he shot Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy in the head at point-baank range but can’t remember doing it.

1 He is on trial for his IfTe, in what he reportedly regards 

as a purely poUtical assassination, an act of patriot’mm to the 
Palestinian Arab cause, justifidd by maltreatment of Arab reUugees 

like iioseif.
• AH the psychiatric evidence for both sides agree that 

Sirhan doess't want to be portrayed as a psychotic, but as a man 

with a mission.
5 Sirhan’s view of iis■moOive is thus a heroic one, and he 

is said to be gratified that many Palestinian refugees regard him 
as a national hero and eloquent exponent of their long-sttandnng 
greeaance against Zimiom. ,

• What is strik’ng about Sirhan’s view is its utter irrele

vance to the quiet Pasadena exiseence he has known for half his Ife..

- In sl)oe twisted way that perhaps only psychiatry may ever 

explain, Sinha’ walked the quiet, shaded streets of Pasadena and 

grew to a meek, polite adulthood with bloody scenes of Arab-IsraeLi 

conflict raging before his mind’s eye.1 ,

Concerning Sirhan’s inability to remember the events at 
the Ambbssador Hotel, Smith notes that this 4 is the keystone of 
Sirhan’s defense theory of diminished capacity to premeedtate.

iHis attorneys claim that the diminutive Arab was in a 

trance when he imed Kennedy, suffering a dissociatied reaction to 

which paranoid schizophrenics are prone, abetted by degrees of drunk
enness, self-rddueid hypnosis, long-eem rage at Zionsmm and short

term ragenat Kennedy’s support of Israel.

moire —
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1 The prosecution count-ex's that Sirhan’s alleged trance is
part retoogaade amnesia and part convenience.

"Whether amnesia is feOgned or a genuine part of Sirhan’s 
mental iHeoss remains to be proved. But the untested evidence of 

his iHeess — from his childhood in Jerusaeem to his own chaotic 

scribbiiogs in his coHege notebook - testify to both a life of 

flight down blind aHeys and to an iron prode that could not or 

would not seek a way out/

In court today, Dr. O. Roderick Richardson, clinical psy
chologist, resumed the stand and described Sirhan as a paranoid 

schizophrenic whose mental iineess was ■ about as severe as you can 

get without being unchangeable.-

He told the court that he felt Simian had been acutely ill 
1 for a year or two- before the June 5 slaying, adding-that when he 
administered psychological tests last July, Sirhan was then ’ get^ng 
worse/
9 The defendant, related Richardson, ':was a very ill person 

who was descending further into mental iHeoss. Sirhan, he con- 
tnnUfl, had not passed the point of no return. He was dose to being 

incurable, but still capable of either improvement or reoressron.
The doctor said he felt Sirhan's condition had worsened by 

November, when he was tested by Dr. Matin M. Schorr who, after six 
days on the stand, almittll he IftH fomm a psychhaarist's book 

’the language he used in describing Sirhan as a paranoid schizophrenic.
On the wlide/ reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), 

‘•Richardson's conclusions tended to support those of Schorr, though 

Richardson almitt'll under cross-examination by Dep. Dist. Atty. David 
N. Fi^ts that he scores tests lifferfntly fomm Schorr, and would not 
have made certain conclusions that Schorr did. ' * ‘

• In describing SirHan's paranda, Richardson said he 

found Sirhan to be Naming, suspicious, wordy, powoe-oriented, 
judgemental and mcoaai'stic’ in his rdat:ionship with other people.

• He said Sirlian showed signs of delusonns* of omnipotence

more —
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and grandeur and wishes to associate himself with symbols of pres
tige and status. Sirhan also felt himself the victim of unidentified 
infleences, Richardson testiiedd.

1 Richardson said Sirhan had a supeeior itt-elli■ntccn and 

Henncd him to a ’good engine out of tune’ because of erratic func
tioning in his daily nmaOirtnl Ife?

The witness also declared that SiZhan’s reactions to the 
Thematic Appmceptonn Test revealed depressive, suicidal, hostile; 

tendencees heightened by anxiety over anything, suggeeting sex.

Said the newspaper::

• One reaction, to a picture oa a man and woman in a bed
room, ’suggests a sexual problem,I Richardson said. Sirhan inter
preted the picture as showing a man afUr he had ^thn raped or 

strangeed the woman. ’This emphasis on aggression and hoottlity 

in connection with sex,I Richardson said, makes the sexual topic 
a frghheennng one’ fn Sirhan.'.. 

'

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 -- Sirhan B. Sirhan premeditaeed the 
kilinng of Seim tor Robert F. Kennedy, but not in the - mature and 

meaningful- way that must be proved to justify a death sntnn fn 

frsstdeggece murder in the opinion of a clinical psychologist and a 

psychhanritt, both of whom t^tifUd in the trial today.
O. Roderick Richardson, psychologist, said that Sirhan’s 

plan to kill Kennedy ’ would be prnaeedtnriOn of the sort when a 

me^al patient in a locked war'd plans to steal the keys from the 

night nurse and escape through the kith^n windw.- *
Pssyhhaarist Eric H. Marcus conceded that Sirhan was cap- 

nbheif planning the slaying, forming an intent to commit murder and 

harboring malice aforethought. , •
But, added Marcus, such plans arose foom Sirhan’s paranoid 

view of himself as a "savior of society," and in this context could 
not conntitute mature and aeant.ngful prnaandtnt:ion.

Besides Richardson and Marcus, the defense called two mom

more —
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clinical psychologists, Dr. Stephen J. Howard and Dr. William Crain. 
The two were excused with little or no cross-examination, and testi

fied they examined raw data foam five psychological tests administered 
by Richardson to Sirhan.

A Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported that; after - evalu
ating the tests independently- they * reached the same diagnosis as 

Richardson: that Sirhan its a paranoid schizophrenic and was in a 

state of diminished mental capacity when he shot Knttedy.'’

It was revealed for the first tmrne in open court — by 

Marcus -- that the prosecution's psychiatric consultant, Dr. Seymour 
Pollack, also cot:sienrs Sirhan a paranoid schizophrenic, added the 

newspaper.

- But, Marcus testified, Pollack also maintains that there
is no rnlatoonship between Sirhan's mental iinesss ^d the crisis. 

Marcus found Sirhan to be suffering from delusoons of pnrsncltOtn, 
particularly political persecution, and said, I fail t° see that 

logic of contending there is no rnlatlonship between Sirhan's de

lusions and his 1 comaattitg a crame directly rnlatne■ to his political 

views.

Under questioning by Grant B. Crrpnr, rtn of the ^f^s1 

attorneys, Marcus aemattne that he and all other psychologists and 

psychhatrcc experts in the case, including Pollack, had met on Feb. 
2 in Cooper's offcce to compare fikidkig:..

Reported thn newspaper:
- It was after that meeting, when all reports for both sides 

turned out to bn in subssanniai agreement, that thn prosncutoon and 

defense agreed to submit a change of plea, fom innocent to gunty, 
with thn understanding that Sirhan would receive a Hie sentence.

Supenior Judge Herbert V. Walker was wiling to accnpt 'it 
the plea change, but insisned that thn jury determine the penalty.
Sirhan was unwilling to risk the death penalty at that tmrnn, so thn 
agreement fill through.

' The defense went on with its original plea and thn prosc- 
cutim was commited to try thn case and atnempt to dilute the effect

more —
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of psychiatric testimony that is corroborated by its own experts?
During cross-examination by Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts 

today, Richardson was asked if Sirhan might have slain the senator 

because he wanted to be regarded as a hero to the Palestinian Arab 

cause.

Sirhan was not grandstanding,1 said Richardson. He con

ceded that some people could have seen themselves is a hero's role 

in the Arab-Israeli conflict and decided to kill on a rational basis, 

but not Sirhan.
• Richardson added that Sirhan's tests showed that his de- 

hisnods are not made on a ratoona! basis but a psychotic one.

As for Sirhan’s mental condition, Marcus testified that 
this became nothceabie only after the defendant was thrown foom a 

bo^ in September, 1966. Soon after the fall, Sirhan, who had am- 

-itnons to become a jockey, quit his job as an exercise boy.
Noted the newspaper: „

i Marcus said Sirhan did not suffer any breath damage foom 
the fall, but said the fail 'was the last straw. His career aspira- 
toons were ffnihred and foom then on he started going visibly 
downnhll.”’

Meaanwhle, ano^r Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Sxaiiner) 

related that the defense had reduced the number of its witnesses, and 

quoted Cooper as saying We might as weR wind it up. We’re in good 

shape so why prolong it? .

Added the newspaper:

’ Cooper foresaw that the defense could conclude its case 

by th’ ’nd of next week. Only 24 hours earlier he had forecast a 

tiirta-le which would have lasted at Inst two weeks?

❖ >i ❖ k * i

FRIDAY, MARCH 21 — A psychiatrist, Dr-, iric H. Marcus, 

said in nurt today that SiuMm B. Sirhan was ieli-errtelc made 

drunk in his cell last year for ^’^1’ tests.

Th’ drfrniadt had to be physically rescanned brhruir

more —




