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Tolson
DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter

O

- Criminal Pelice in connection with the aforementioned

%@z& PRes 7o

SAC, Los Angeles (56=156) April 16, 1969
Director, FBI (62-587)

™~ - S : 1 - Mr. Schutz
KENSALT ) - ' / |

\_.\_;..-_w-—-— e

Re legat, Bonn letter dated 3=5=-69 and your routing
slip dated April 7, 1969.

Refervence is made to Bureau letter to Legat, Bonn .
dated 12-13-69, a copy of which was transmitted to the Los

Angeles Office. This communication dealt with a letter post- } ;

marked 11-30-68, Lagenfeld, Germany, signed Prof., D, Sc. and
Ph. D, A copy of the translation is attached. ‘

Referenced communication of 3-5-69 and the enclcsure
thereto, copy of which was forwarded the Los Angeles Oftice,
pertains to results of investigation by the West German Federal
communication..

Enclosure
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(] Agent
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3 Steno
[ Clerk ] Rotor #: .. . \
ACTION DESIRED "7‘/——‘
[ Acknowledge [ 10pen Case / Ub
[]Assign Reassign [ Prepare lead cords
1 Bring file : . [1Prepere tickler
(1 Call me (] Return assignment card
[ Correct T JRetum file
[]Deadline [ Search and return )
] Deadline passed [ See me “J
[ Delinquent [ Serial # W
[ Discontinve [ 1Post [ Rechorge "f_’j j Return
] Expedite [} Send to
[ File [] Submit new charge out
[] For information 7] Submit report by
JHandle ] Type

Jlnitial & return
[jLeads need attention
[] Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.
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- IPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 o
AY 1962 EDITION
'35A GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

oA M emorandum

7 /
TO . Mr. DeLoac;?S paTE: April 17, 1969 Ros

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mro

FROM : A, Rose ZﬁA

-

sUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF THE EXEE-
' : SENATOR ROBERT F,. KENNEDY.
- LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

N
N B |

-~ Tolson :
DeLoach
oh
i3 ————
). S

allahan

Conrad —— ———

Felt

Gale

Sull _—

Tavel

Trott:
DeLoach Te(;e.e;%oom
Ros en Holmes
Malley s
Shroder
Schutz

Sullivan )
Bishop /Afi'

A Los Angeles jury of 7 men and 5 women found
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan guilty of murder in the first degree
in connection with the June 5, 1968, assassination of

Senator Robert F, Kenmedy.

After deliberating 16 hours and 42 minutes, the
\jury returned the verdict which can carry a death penalty

at 10:49 Pacific Standard Time this morning.

A separate trial date will be set by the Presiding
\Judge in order to determine whether the penalty will be (éi

death or life imprisonment.

ACTION: |
For information. \/
{
HA?%§1;{{J
S

ADDENDUM: The penalty trial will begin
at 9:30 a.m., Monday, April 21, 1969.
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Holmes
Gandy

o T ’ ?
's UPI-106 . | 1

( |
" UPI-106
i (SIRHAN) -
i

|
|
\
| |
LOS ANGELES--SIRHAN B, SIRHAN WAS FOUND GUILTY TODAY OF FIRST DEGREZ !
MURDER FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF SEN, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, THE JURY |
NOW MUST DECIDE ON PUNISHMENT--LIFE OR DEATH. ;
4/17-~EG3 18PES |
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- 73@PM DEFERRED 4-21-89 RJM -
TO DIRECTOR (62-587) (PLAINTEXT)

FROM'LOS ANGELES (56-156) (2P)

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy.

Tolson. ——
DeLoach....
M [51 ¢3 SN,
Bishope
Casper..
Callahan.___.
Conrad.... ~-

Felt .
Gale..._:
Rosen.
Sulliva ‘{’/

Tavel.—.——~
Trotter

) , o

REMYTEL APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST. : v
ACTIVITIES IN TRIAL OF SIRHAN B, SIRHAN CONTINUED TODAY.

DEPUTY LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN HOWARD
PRESENTED ARGUMENTS TO JURY IN BEHALF OF PROSECUTION WITH
'RESPECT TO PENALTY PHASE OF THIS TRIAL. IN PRESENTATION
HOWARD REMINDED JURY THEY FOUND SIRHAN "GUILTY OF WILLFUL
DELIBERATE MURDER” AND FURTHER CHARACTERIZED HIS ACT AS A
"POLITICAL ASSASSINATION". WHILE PROSECUTION DID NOT
SPECIFICALLY DEMAND DEATH PENALTY HOWARD onzszn JURY THAT

LIFE SENTENCE WOULD PERMIT SIRHAN: TO CONSIDER H?; AC;7ONS Lk //;zé?

A FURTHER TRIUMPH. 613,z 106 2 APR 22 1959

- DEFENSE ATTORNEYS RUSSELL PARSONS AND GRANT COORERIHEN_ADDRESSED

JURY BOTH PLEADING FOR VERDICT OF SECOND DEGREE MURDER.

JURY RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRESIDING JUDGE HERBERT
(ﬂ‘/

APR 239 19%%““ CC. &QJEWA’LB’UNDERE.O.}4176




LA 56-156
PAGE TWO
V. WALKER AT ELEVEN FIFTY A.M. TODAY AND RETIRED TO
DELIBERATE. AT FOUR P.M. UNABLE TO REACH VERDICT AND
FURTMER PROCEEDINGS RECESSED UNTIL NINE THIRTY A .M. APRIL
'TWENTY SECOND NEXT,

~ LOS ANGELES WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.
END
WA . . «JDR
FBI WASH DC
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FBI
Date: L/21/69

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ATRTEL AIR MAIL
. (Priority)
________________________________________________ S,
[
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)
w(w( FROM:  SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) (P)

KENSALT

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 3/25/69.

RE: WEEKLY NEWS RELEASE FROM
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY 'S OFFICE

Attached herewith are two copies of a one page
weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit i
of the news media by the Los Angeles Countﬁ District
Attorney's Office. This release is dated 4/9/69 and is
being furnished for the information of the Bureau.

Also enclosed are two copies of a twenty-nine
/,(}, page weekly summary of information dated 4/16/69.
b

.
EX 12 .5 APR 23 1969

@ Bureau (Encs. 4) E\\'&s\m

1 - Los Angeles
AOR/bje

(3)

Approved: Q) . Sent M Per

Q€ B e ' "‘_4' ’
"¢ 9 APR Q%%g@%gem " ”"' RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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{47 VIA TELETYPE |
R/q EE APREQ”&@BQ&M‘/
&7

ENCIPHERED

WASHDC=e=T=== -
83pPM DEFERRED 4-22-69 RJM -

T0 DIREGTOR (62-587)  (PLAINTEXT)
FRoM/LOS ANgdGELES (56-156) (1P

KENSALT:\BO--LOS'ANGELES;

RE MY TEL APRIL TWENTY-ONE LAST.

oA

%&%’3

Mr. Bishop

Casper

Mr
Mr
Mr
Tel

JURY FAILED TO REACH VERDICT RE LIFE IMPRISONMENT OR

DEATH BY END OF COURT SESSION THIS DATE. JURY WILL RE-

CONVENE AT EIGHT A.M. APRIL TWENTY-THIRD NEXT TO FURTHER

CONSIDER VERDICT.
PENDING o

Mr.
Mr. Callahan____

Mr. Conrad.....
Mr. Felt. 1
Mr. Gale. g
Mr. Rosen ‘

Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy.

Mr. Tplson .
Mr. PeLoach____
. Mr. Mohr

. Sullivan.____
. Tavel.
. Trotter.
e. Room_______

e

K

LRC FBI WASH DC

e | REC 2, 4905?7Am§?@ B

a APR 28 1969

- i p— . 2

e
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st /\‘ Mr.
) - {] Mr.
) Mr.
' VIA TELETYPE. , e
APR 171969 W [
Mr.
ENCIPHERED, e
| 4 o
Mr.
\o
WA SHDC--%-~
1219PM URGENT 4-17-69 SLA
To DIRECTOR (62-587) PLAINTEXT , |
FROM LOS ANGELES (56-156) (P) 1P 7X°9Q§§§

IR SSIVNAT IO oF Ko bernr »X ké'/‘/”w)’
00 LOS ANGELES.

REMYTEL APRIL SIXTEEN LAST.
JURY AT TEN FORTY SEVEN AM TODAY RETURNED VERDICT ON

COUNT ONE OF GUILTY OF MURDER IN FIRST DEGREE. ON REMAINDER

S
OF FIVE COUNTYXSIRHAN FOUND GUILTY OF ASSAULT WITH DANGEROUS

éﬁfégr/"’/lf/-

PENALTY TRIAL TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE DEATH SENTENCE WILL

~Bo=0

WEAPON WITH INTENT TO COMMIT 'MURDER.

BEGIN MONDAY APRIL TWENTY ONE NEXT.

2
END -§%>
RMC
FBI WASH DC
= d L
51 APR 23 1963 MR. DELGACH FOR THE DIRECTOR CE )
lCC'LIR, ROSEN 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. §4176

Tele. Room_____ ||
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy.

7 .‘_Mf?"é*“

Tolson 1
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Mohr
Blshop
Casper
Callahan____.
Conrad...—

Felt. ; £
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Sullivan_____
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Trotter
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Date: 4/25/69

Transmit the following in
- (Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL ATR MAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)

V/SAC, LOS_ANGELES (56-156) (P)
: =~ i
E: KENSALT

e
o=

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 4/14/69.

RE: WEEKLY NEWS RELEASE FROM
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

Attached herewith are two copies of a nineteen
page weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit
of the news media by the Los Angeles Countﬁ District
Attorney's Office. This release is dated 4/23/69 and is
being furnished for the information of the Bureau.

7

&° L= 50~ |82

| AGRE
Xfﬁa 18 APR 28 1969

O
(g?- Bureau (Enc. 2)g§

- Los Angeles

AOR/bje

(3)

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Approved:
L 5 5MAY 1%1‘01 Agent in Charge




HEHORANDULT
0z - MEMBERS OF THE PRESS, RADIO AND TV
“ROM: JERRY LITTHAN, News Secretary for the

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office
SUBJECT: WEEKLY SUMMARY RE: XENNEDY ASSASSINATION
JATE: APRIL 18, 1969
fs the Sirhan trial nears its conclusion, this is to 1nform you that
the weekly summaries w111 soon be discontinued.

As you know, this office has prepared the summaries since early June,
ind we are now interested in how the media made use of the informationf

lould you be kind enough to make some comments in the blank space below,
indicating what use you have made of these summaries? Please mail your
comments to: Jerry Littman, News Secretary, District Attorney, Room 620,
Iall of Justlce, Los Angeles, California 90012 .

thank you.

Your Name'

Affiliation

Address

City State, Z1pP

2025 RE:@%@E@EHHQE.O. 14176



NEWS RELEASE 1 o ' FOR_FURTHER INFORHATION

Office of the District Attorney ) Call: Jerry Littman
600 Hall of Justice T News Secretary

Los Angeles, California 90012 - 626-3888, Ext. 82396

RELEASE: Wed., April 23, 1969
After 10 a.m,

VEEKLY SUMLIARY #46 -
Re: The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy -

Note to editors: Because of the w1despread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings.

in court, the O0ffice of Los Angeles County District o

Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly summary

of the case. This is the 46th summary, and others will be "o

for release on subsequent Wednesdays.

MONDAY, APRIL 14 --— Fifteen weeks td the day after the murder
trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan began, the case went to the Jjury, after
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker gave one hour of 1nstructlon in the
law.

The Jurist told the seven-man, five woman Jury they have four
possible verdicts:

Guilty of first—degree murder, gullty of second-degree'murder;
guilty of voluntary manslaughter br acquittal.

Jurors elected a foreman, then deliberated in a Hall of Justice
.room for about an hour, -and returned to their hotel; They will deliberate
from about 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.idaily, nadhering to the shortened court day
Judge Walker has been observing because of the need for heavy security -
whenever the courtroom is open,"% feborted a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the newspaper: ' - A

#The trial Teached its end Ionday mornlng with Chlef Dep.

Dlst Atty. Lynn D. Compton urging the Jjury to scrap all psychlatrlc

2025 RELERSRDERE 0. 14176
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Weekly Summary #46

Page 2
testimony —- 'throw ‘'em all out in one big bag' —- and decide Sirhén's
fate withffplain common sense and good‘logic.'

WCompton told the Jjury it was Charles Dickens who once wrote,
~'The law is an-ass. Compton added, 'I think the law became an ass the
day it let the psychiatrists get their hands on the law.'

VHe scoffed at defense contentlons that Sirhan was a paran01d
schizophrenic who suffered dissociative trances. Sirhan, sald Compton,
was simply 'cunning and vicious.' | .

"Sirhan, who chewed persistently on a hangnail and listened
quietly as Comptoﬁ spoke, fared béttér in ébmpton’s'summation than did
the bsychiatric préfession. ' _ ) .

"Comptoh ridiculed point after point doctor after déctor, énd
the lengthy expert testimony which painted Slrhan as too sick mentally to
meanlngfully premeditate the kllllng.

“Referring disdainfully to two batteries of psychological tests
given to Sirhan, Compton said:

"1l say reject the tests, put 'em out, because it would be a
frightening thing if the decision in a case of this mégnitude turhed oh
whether Sirhan saw a couple of clowns playing pattycake in an inkblot,
or kicking each other in the shins.'

"If expert testimony could alwéys bé be 11eved Compton told the
Jury, then cases could be Judged w;thout juries at all. T

more —-—
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Veekly Summary #46
Page 3 :

fiCompton told the Jurors he regarded them all as 'average
peoplé' and urged them not to overcomplicaté their decision because of the
formality of the 3# month-long trial. |

®Compton said he, like the defense, wants 'the world to kmow
that Justice is possible in this’country,' and added: 'The verdict you
return -- which we urge should be firSt—degreeAmurder'—— will be just as .:
Just as any other verdict.' ‘ | | |

BSuch a verdict carries only two péssibie peﬂaltiég —- death in
the gas chamber or life imprisonment; Compton didn't specify a preference
for either. | ' |

“Compton‘said_the only issue for the jurofé to decide.ﬁas wﬁethef
Sirhan's defense of:diminished.capacity to maturely and meaningfully pre—
meditate and carry out his act is a-valid.one.

. "Judge .Walker opened the morning sesion by instructiﬁg; the

Jury to disregard Compton's previoﬁs statements ébout diminished capacity_
on Fridgy. | )
tJudge Walker told the Jjurors that.it‘is 'a doctrine that is
being developed! and applies to crimes where specific intent_to murder
is proven. Compton had referred to diminished bapacity in connection
with crimes that Judge Valker said were unrelated to this. |

“Compton said Sirhan himself, in 'fencing' on the stand with
his cross—examiners, provided the cléaresf evidence that he didn't suffer

from diminished mental-capacity,'but rather showed unusual alertness.

more -—-—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



: ‘ lieekly Summary ;46 .
- . Page 4

ﬁCiting psychiatric testimony that Sirhan's meﬁtal ilinees_ﬁas.
one that was causing rapid deterioration from its beginnings until now,
Compton virtually snorted: |

' " mIf he was a vegetable on June 5, he should have been a gibber-
ing idiot by the time you saw him on the witness stand.' |

“But he was no such thing,® Compton said.

"Compton said psychiatrists and psychologists 'doh't belong
here in the courtroom on the issue of gullt or innocence' and added,
'They can't tell you from show1ng Slrhan a lot of -pictures and 1nkblots
in NoVember, or whenever it was, the kind of mind he had on June 5.

' WHe likened the ps&chiatric defense to 'soft of a double—play'
combination —- Sirhen to Schorr to Diamond' and said this combination:
'always throws to firet base.’ |

"He dismissed (clinical psychologist Martin ﬁ.) Schorr per-
functerily, saying 'He gets all hung up on family relationships and
father images.' He resefved special contempt for the performance of
(UC Berkeley psychiatrist Dr. B@rnard) Diamond.

"Compton said a prosecution psychiatrist based his opinions

on the testimony of.witnesses, but 'the ubiquitous Dr. Diamond, the walk-

IO SRR

ing lie-detector, the handwriting expert, the gun expert, the psychologist

and psychiatrist,' implied that all other witnesses either knew nothing
or were lying 'until (he) Dr. Diamond, descended on the scene.
"fHe did it w1th mirrors,’ Compton said of Diamond's testimony

‘hat Sirhan had experlmented with self—hypn051s with mirrors and inadver-

2025 RELEMFERINDER E.O. 14176
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- Page 5
tentl& put himself into a trance before mirrors ét'the“Ambassador Hotel
last Jure 4, Jjust before he shot Kennedy. | _

'T think Dr. Diamond is completely and thoroughly discredited
and deserving of no consideration at all,’ Compton said. Then he added,
speaking of the entire psychiatric profession:

"tTheir whole reason even for being is to find something wrong
with-someone. And what better way to foist their theories off on thé
world than in the courtroom?' . |

"Compton said the jqry éhould not be swayed by the fact that it
was Kennedy who was shot to death, but édded, YOn the other hand, you
cannot divorce ybur thihking from the fact"that it was Robert F. Kennedy
who waé murdered because that was why the crime occurred.' An. ordinary
citizen, Compton said, would not have.incurred Sirhan's Hatred.

“Compton concluded: .

i tThe psychiatrists say that if you hate a'man and kill him,
yoﬁ are mature and responsible, Ladies and gentlemen, we ask you: Don't
puf a premium on hate.,'™ | |

| Juror Robert G. Ewns was replaced today because of the dea‘{:h
of his father. The replacement was'George A. Stitzel, a pressroom fore-
wdn for the Times. | |
* ¥ %
TUESDAY, APRIL 15 —- The seven-man, five—woman Sirhan Jury

began the second day of their deliberations today at 8:17 a.m. -and worked

mnore -—-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Weekly Summary #46
- Page 6

on the case until shortly before 4.p.m., when they were bused back to
their heaviiy-guarded quarters in'a Los Angeles hotel (Biltmovs).
| Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald—Examiner):

"The jurors have the exhibité in the case with them in their
ninth-floor Héll of Justice Jury room. So far they. have not réquested
the reading of any 6f the more than 10,000 pages of the trial record.

“Their only request, according to Bailiff William Polhemus,
was for a piece of chalk and a light bulb.

"Polhemus said the Jury was surprising to him in its accord.

He explained that often during the heat of deliberations Jjurors have
fallings-out which result in the formation of iﬁtra—jgry Cquues.'

‘_ sJury deliberations are, of course, secret. So far the only
thing known of the conduct of the 12 is that they elected systems
analyst Dr. Bruce Elliott foreman." = - _

Meénwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper‘(Times) published
details of a syétem "set up so the Jury céﬁ communicate with thé court-
rooﬁ. Three sounds of the buzzer from the ninth-floor jury room to the
eighth floor courtroom will signify‘the end of delibera'ﬁons; Two buzzes
would indicate that the jury wished to be brought into the courtroom to
have portions of testimony read." | .

Continﬁed the newspaper:

"The Sheriff's Department. is maintlning the tight security
procedures that have been followed throughout the 15-week trial. All
persons entering the courtroom are still subJected to a thorough search,
since all future open sessions involving the Jury, however, brief, will
also requlre the presence of the defendant.”

The Herald-Examiner said that Sirhan is awaiting "the verdict in
his isolated cell on the 13th floor of the Hall of Justice. He has with
him a Bible and four books on Arab politics, his attorney, Russell E.

Parsons, said."
2925 %%E UNDER E.O. 14176
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 — At the réquest of the jury in the
Sirhan case, Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker tdﬁay clari.ied his -
instructions on second-degree murder. |

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), this is what
the jurist told the jury assembled in the courtroom: |

ntIf you find from the evidence that, at the time the defendant
shot and killed Sen. Robert F; Kennedy, his mental capacity had beeh‘
substantially reduced, whether caused by mental illness and imbibing
of intoxicating beverages, or any other cause, and if j&u find that to
the extent that you have a reasonablé doubt whether h¢ did or could
!atﬁrely and meaningfully preméditafe, deliberate ah& reflect upon the
gravity of his contemplated act or fbrm'én ihtent to kill, you cannot
sonvict him of a wilful, deliberate or premeditated murder of the first
legree, but you may fiﬁd him guilty'of murder in the second degree if
ydu are convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that he had the mental capa-
ity to harbor or entertain malice aforethought.'"

The newspaper reportéd that the Jjury listened for about five
tinutes, nodded that they understood and resumed deliberations until
about 4 p.n.

Continu .d the newspaper:

"The jury's question (regarding second-degree) and its-length—
zning debate underscored speculation'that the panel is undegidgd whether

the killing of Kennedy was first- or second-dégree murder.

more -—-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Weekly Summary #46‘
Page 8

nlore than 150 exhibits were entered during the 15-week trial,

and.jurofs wishing to appear fair-minded might feel obiiged to examine
fhem,all, even if.they had arrived at a private Qecisién.

1 "Sirhan's controversial notebook alone’ would requiire two .
hours for each of the‘iz Jurors to read. . )

"Verdicts of acquittal or voluntary manslaughter -—- both-
possible under the insfructioﬁs given the jury by Judge Walker Honday '
- are considered'highly unlﬂbaly.. o
‘ #If Sirhan is.conviéted of first-degree murder, his trial

|
would proceed the next day to a penalty phase, in which he could receive

either a death sentence or life imprisonment.

“This phase would be short -- ﬁoSsibly Jjust a fewlhours,
glmost surely‘ndt more than a day or two. '4

L_ . wAfter three weeks of psychiatric testimony, attorneys for
both sides feel there is little léft %hat"could,be-offergd by wéy of
mitigation for Sirhan's cfime, and that the jury's decision will depend
chiefly on attorneys' final argumenfs.

o .
"Further, the prosecution has already said it will not urge

-~

the death penalty.
#If Sirhan is convicted of’éepond—degree murder, the court

will sentence him to five years to life in prison, with the exact term

' . re ——
B ) 2025 R%LOEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“"Speculation also arcse that speéulafibn,itself was premature.
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| Veekly Summary #46
Page 9

to be set later by the California Adult Auﬁhqrity.
| #Should the Jjurors find themselves unable to agree dn‘a verdibt,
1 hung‘jury probably would not resulf in a retrial of the case. It is
3onsidered most likely that Judge Walker would take fhe case from the
jury and, depending on agreement bj'the defense and prosecutibn, accept
1 guilty plea from the defense and simply sentence Sirhan to_life im~
yrisonment,® | _ | A | o
THURSDAY,-APRIL 17 <~ A Los Angeles neWspaper.(Herald—Examiner,
“eported today, quoting RusselivE Parsons, one of Sirhah's attérneys,
shat the defendant "expected to be traded by this government for con-
:essions in the liiddle East if he is conv1cted "
Continued the article:
"ParsénSusaid Issa Nakhleh, Palestihian Arab associate counsel
.ﬁ the case;'had.discussed«such a maneuver with King Hussein of Jordan
it the United Nationé last week.. Nakhleh'is_qireqtor-general.of the
mrecognized Pélestine Arab delegation to the UN. |
‘ "Parsons said: |
"‘"'He met King Hussein last week at the United Natlons. Nakhleh
ras there to dlscuss-the exchange with him. Ve worked it out He
asn't been here for fun you know., He has been here to help us. VWe.
ave been working it out with Nakhleh. I was going to Jordan first,

ut then we decided against it.?

. | e 2025 RAPRSE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"However, there was no. confirmation from any official source
hat such a course was being considered. -
| tReached in New York, Nakhleh had this to say:
_"’Tbere oan be no discussion of an exchange...until éfter'the
erdict, Talk to me after the verdict.' |
It was pointed out at the Hall of_Justicé that fhe 1ega1'
omplications of such an eichange would be eﬁbrmous. The United Statés
as~ho jurisdiction over Sirhan, He’is.a ﬁrisoner of California --
sovereign state. HHoreover, it is expected that public reaction to
uch barter would be swift and exfremelyladverse. .
| "Furthermore, insofar as is known, there are no .important

merican prisoners held by any Arab state.®

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17 ~- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was convicted by
1 seven-man, five-woman Jjury toda& of first-degree murder in the killing
>f Sen. Rﬁbert F. Kennedy last June 5.

The jury signalled its arrival at a verdict at 10:47 a.m.,
16 hours and 42 minutes after it began deliberations on ionday.

| One Los Angeles newspaper.(Heraldexaminer) reported the status

>f the case as it standé today as follows: ' ‘

"The Jjury must decide the penalty for the young Aréb's crime,
1ith ‘untrammeled discretion'! as to a life or death sentence.

| "No mafter what it decides,fJudge.(Herbert V.) Walker has the h
wthority to reducé, but not increase the penalty. He could not void
1ny death sentence, |

"It will be up'maJUdge Walker to fix peﬂaltles for Sirhan's
sonviction on the lesser counts of assault with a deadly weapon with in-
tent tocomnit mufder. Californiallaw demands that sentesces .for these
~imes an be added to the murder penalty; if Sirhan gets life he will
jerve concurrent sentences on the assault counts, |

o matter what the penalty verdict, there probably ﬁill be
mn appeal., Such an appeal is mandatbry'if death is decrged, and will
;ake more than a year to pursue. | | 4

‘¥The defense is convinced that Judge' Walker committed 'more
chan one' major Jjudicial error during the trial, which it hopes to take

to a higher court,

2025 FEPASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"Appeals may .see changes in the defense staff. Defense lawyer
Russell E Parsons is an appeals spec1allst,. But defense lawyer Grant .
B. Cooper, who said he has worked w1§hout fee throughout the trial, is '
not sure he can afford to continue in the case. |

"No matter what the final decision in the Sirhan case —- no
final penalty will be inflicted for more than a year, éccording to
Cooper." | | | | |

Reported another Los Angeles.néwspaper (Times):

_"The tiny Palesinian Arab defendant shewed no visible reaction
as the verdict was reed. He sat.fof&ard in his chair, elbows on the
counsel table, and stared soberly ahead as he heard the verdict.

"Por wounding five other persons in the fu51lade of shots
that killed Kennedy last June, Slrhan WéSfOUnd guilty on five counts of
assault with a deadly weapon with intent td commit murder. Each con-
viction carries a sentence of one to 14 years." , _

" The jury entered the .courtroom at 11199,e.m, and Judge Valker
asked, "Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you lmve a verdict?"

Continued the newspaper:

lit{Je have, your honor,' the foreman murmured.

"Foreman Bruce D. Elliott handed the verdicts to Bailiff
Hillard Polhemus, ﬁho passed them to Judge Walker, "who scanned the
six verdicts and passed them to Alice Nishikawa, who. réad them aloud."
| Hembers of Sirhan's family'were not present;for the'verdict,
although they were in court every day of the 15-week trial. A brother,
Adel, 30, told the Times: %I don't-think we should.show up down there

110W, do you Al
2025 SE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" Added the newspaper: |

"After the verdict, Adel, his mother,'Hary, and brother, Hunir,
rept as they heard the verdict over their television set in their small
°asadena home. |

' "After'Mfs. Nishikawa finished reading each verdict, she asked
the jurors: 'Is thiS‘your verdict, ladies and gentlemen of the'jur&?b So
3ay you one, SO say you all? ' . | '

‘qkummred assenc was unanimous for all six verdicts.,

"Defense attorney Cooper requested that the jury be polled on
the fifst count —- the nurder conviCtion — and as eacﬁ jﬁror's name was
,alled the answer was a flrm, "Yes, ! |

"Judge Valker then recessed the trial until Monday for the
Jenalty phase... | |

"Cooper, whp spoke with Sirhan in a small hqlding'tank moments
after adjournment,'said 'his reaction was one of diéappointment.' Cooper
Jould not repeat What Sirhan said, but.added tﬁaf disappointment was
avident 'by the expression on his face,'! .

"Cooper, asked his own reaction, told reporters in a news
sonference later, 'Natufally, one is disappointed.' But he added:

‘ .""’I'm'not going to quarrei with this Jjury. They had the case
fuily and fairly presented to them and I'. ﬁot'going to quarrel, even
though I might disagree with their verdict.' |

. "Cooper disclosed that he had already made a motion to impahnel
a new jury for the penalty phase, but that Judge-Walkér in a brief con-

ference at the bench, had denied it.

2025 REUBRIEQNDER E.O. 14176
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"Asked what testlmony he would present in the penalty phase
to show Sirhan's life should be spared, Cooper said he didn't want to.
telegraph his'punches. But earlier hebindicated he would attempt to call
ist. Atty. LEelle J. Younger, Chief Dep. Dist.. Atty. Lynn D. Coﬁpton
nd Dep; Dist. Attys. John L. Howard and David N. Fitts to the witness
tarndto confirm that the prosecution once was willihg to accept a plea
Of gullty with the understandlng that Slrhan get life 1mnrlsonment

. “Cooper later asked Judge Ualker, in a brief proceeding Thursday
ifternoon, to be allowed to call the prosecutlon to the stand, The Jjudge
jenied the motion. B -

"The Jury has never heard of the agreement. If Judge Walker
had permitted Cooper'to’introddoé it, eome sources felt it would ha#e
been a strong factor in swaying the jury toward a.;ife sentence,

YHoward,: who will argue for the prosecution in the penalty
shase, said he intends to gear.his argument to Sirhan's 'lack of remorse
and to the effect of political assassination.on the democratic process.'

Sirhan testified from the witness stand that he hated Kennedy
because, 1n his campaign for the Derodocratic nomlnatlon for the U, S. )
Pre81dency, he had advocated sending 50 rhantom Jet bombers to aid Israel
in its conflict w;th Arab nations.

) "Sirhan also testified, 'I'm not particularly proud but I'm
not sorry either,' about the death of Kennedy. ‘
_"Asked about the earlier agreement to accept Sirhan's plea of

guilty, Compton acknowledged that the bargain struck last February 'imposes

2025 REAOAYE UNDER E.O. 14176
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m us the'oﬁligation not to assert that the déa%h penalty is an absolute.
must.’ |

¥Both defonse and prosecutlon have said that the penalty phase
11l probably be brief -- possibly only a few hours, or a day or two at
he most." '

| The newspaper'also related that Firritation at the ensuing
ength and expense of the trial has been widespreadé and that County
supervisor Kenneth Hahn says it hasfnbw cost taxpayers more than ol
aillion, although thaf figure is dispufed.

%The general puBlic, too, has eXpressed anger at_the.slow,
ieliberate trying of a defendant whose slaying of Xenredy is bejond
jestion, even admitted.? | |

The same newspaper péinted out that Judge Valker didn't want
‘unresolved mysteries® similar to what occurred after the assassination
»f President John F. Kennedy; and he, therefore;‘"ordered all the facts
1aid before the public in a long-fought trial.®

. Added the newsﬁaper:

' nfhe defense has revolved on the contention that Sirhan is
woth guilty and sick. This is the defense of dim;nished capacity --
1.1legal doctrine available to the defense only in California.,

"It is a doctrine that is still being resolved since its
rirst application in 1949.  In brief, it holds that a person may be

tound guilty of first-degree murder and-yet be unable because of mental

v1lness, rage, fear, obsession or intoxication, to maturely, and meaning-.

nully premeditate, delibefate and hold malice aforethought.

1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| “#Yhether Sirhan's case fit anywhere énto this still indeter-
winate scale of responsibility was a subtle matter of degree for 12
jurors to calculate and agree upon unaminously.”
| The newspaper also claimed that "four other persons" besides
thé family isuffered in varying degrees.;.TheSe were two'psyéhologists
mnd two psychiatrists who absorbed a good deal of hard cross;examinaﬁioh."
4s for Sirhan's fate, the Times noted: |
Withatever penaliy the Jjury decides for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan
it could be months or even years before his future is really cerfain.
"If they (thé Jury) decree.death, Superior Judge'Walker could,
i his own authority, commufe the sentence to life imprisonment.
"Barring-that, appeai.of a death sentence is automatic ényway,
mder California law. -
_ “Defense attorney Cooper estimated Thursday, after the verdict
)f first-degree murder in the death of Robert F. Xennedy, that it would
ne ai’ least one year before Sifhan's appeal -- if there is one -- would
e resolved. | | |
WHe said he planned to file a notice of appeal on the verdict,
sut indicated he did not know whether he would press an appeal immediately.
"'Paftly,' he added, ‘it depends on whether someone comes up
vith some money to conduct a defense.!' Cooper has deﬁended Sirhan thus
far without fee.®
| Concerning formal sentencing by the Jjudge, the newspaper. indi-

sated this is "expected to be held about three weeks after the jury

mnore -
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*eturns a verdict in thevpenalty phase. ¥
_ Following‘fhe verdict, a press~conference was held and Compton
‘elated, according to the Times,"that "tﬁe dirdumstanees'of the murder
:nd the conduct of Sirhan B. Sirhen were the major contributing factors
n his conviction.® S
| Flanked by his two fellow prosecutors, Conpton termed the Jury's
iecision “appropriate" and said it "expressed the will of the communlty it

Continued the newspaper's account.

vAsked the pehalty‘the prosecution will seek at that phase of .
he trial, Compton said. | . | | '

"I don't think 1t approprlate for ne to express what we think
rould be the approprlate penalty.' '

He explained that 'this is a unique case without precedent'
nd that it should be left to a jury to decide what should be the 'appro-
riate penalty.’ |

'“;w.he made it plain that Howard, f who.will deliver the pro-
:ecution's argument to the Jury, Wlll empha51ze'mu§efacts which point
.0 one punishment -- presumably the death penalty.

"Howerd, who has been assigned to the case since moments‘after
he shooting, and who has lost 35 pounts since the trial began in January,
:aid the thrust of his summation will be that the killing of'Sen;‘Robert
‘. Kennedyrwas‘a 'political assassination' and that the jury must decide

hat should be the proper punishment for such an act.

nore -—--
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_ tHe hinted tﬁat he will hammer hbme to the Jjury what he des-
sribed as Sirhan's lack of remorse. .
¥He intends to remind fhe panel that while the electorate
went to thé polls last June 5, Sirhan went to a pistol range. To be
falr, Howard sald he will say all he can in Sirhan's favor, but, he
added, 'that will be very llttle. '

. nfritts, who carried the brunt of the prosecution's presentation
in court, remained silent during the press'confehehce, but he said later
that he was 'relieved'when he heard fhe‘verdict{ |

| . “Comptbn who had asked the jury to disregard the trial testi-
mony of psychiatfists, said he did not think the vefdict necessarily was
a repudiation of such testimony in general.

iRather, he said, in this case the Jjury 'did not accept the
dlagnos1s of the psychlatlrsfs.

' "Compton commended both Fitts and HoWard-saying 'this whole
communify owes a debt of gratitude to them for the work they performed
on»this:case.' |

“He also complimented the three defense attofpeys, for théir
behavior during the trial. |

"Compfon,.Howafd and Fitts have all beethhrough death penalty
trials before, Compton having obtained seven death verdicts, Fitts.four

and Howard, who has spent much of his career as a prosecutor handling

major fraud cases, one,

nore -—- '
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"However, with all their experlence there has never been a-
sirhan case —- a political assassination which in itself, as Howard siid,
1ffects 'our democratic processes.'" ‘

Heanwhile, Cooper expressed disappointmeﬁt at the verdict,

md Parsons said, "I feel very bad7aboﬁt it.- We have a sick man and the
isychiatric evidence waS'overwhelmihg.ﬁ'

The third defense attorney, Emile Zbla-Berman, eaid in Hew -
fork: "I just regret that the sciences of psychology ‘and psychlatry are
1eld in such low esteem. '

Reported the'Times:. _

iAsked if Sirﬂan fully realized the import of the outcome,
.ooper answered: 'Of course.’ B |

"When asked if there had been Jjudicial errors during the lengthy
)roceedlngs, he (Cooper) replied that he felt so. ,

] #Cooper mentioned a matter that W111 come before the Court ‘of
2ppeals'on'Fr1day, that of Llnain ngh School teacher Sal Castro and 12
yther defendants,‘accﬁsed of felony conspiracy for their roles in student
ralkouts last year.

wIf the court upholds the defense position that the Grand Jury_

1as improperly'constituted —- favoring certain segments of the population

-~ then the Sirhan case would have to be retried, Cooper said."®
(Sirhan was indicted by the 23—menber Los ingeles County Grand

Tury ‘several days after the shoot;ng)

In response to a question, the attorney said Sirhan has not

indicated that he wants any change.of lawyers. .

2025 %EbciAéE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HEMORANDUL

TO: HEHMBERS OF THE PRESS, RADIO AND TV
FRO{: JERRY LITTHAN, News Secretary for the

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office
SUBJECT: WEEKLY SUMJARY RE: KENNEDY ASSASSINATION
DATE ; APRIL 18, 1969
As the Sirhan trial nears its conclusion, this is to 1nform you that
the weekly summaries will soon be discontinued.

As you know, this office has prepared the summaries since early June,
and we are now interested in how the media made use of the information.

Would you be kind enough to make some comments in .the blank space below,
indicating what use you have made of these summaries? Please mail your
comments to: Jerry Littman, News Secretary, District Attorney, Room 620,
Hall of Justlce, Los Angeles, California 90012,

Thank you.

Your Name

Affiliation

Address

City State ~__ZIP
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NEUS RELEASE - FOR_FURTHER INFORIATION

Office of the District Attorney Call: Jerry Littman
600 Hall of Justice - "’ News Secretary

Los_Angeles, California 90012 626-3888, Ext. 82396

. RELEASE: Wed., April 23, 1969
, After 10 a.m. -

WEEKLY SUFLIARY #46
Re:  The assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Hennedy in

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings -

in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District

Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly summary

of the case. This is the 46th summary, and others will be ~ =

for release on subsequent, hednesdays. ‘

MONDAY, APRIL 14 --- Flfteen weeks to ‘the day after the murder
trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan began, the case went to the Jury, after
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker gave one hour of instruction in the
law. |

The Jjurist told the seven-man, five woman Jury they have four
possible verdicts: |

Guilty of first-degree murder, guilty of second-degree murder,
guilty'of voluntary manslaughter or acquittal.

Jurors elected a foreman, then deliberated in a Hall of Justice
room for about an hour, and returned to their hotel. They will delibérate
from about 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, "adhering to the shortened court day
Judge Walker has been observing because of the need for heavy security
whenever the courtroom is open," reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times).

Continued the newspaper: - |

' "The trial Teached its end lMonday morning with Chief Dep.

Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton urging the Jury to scrap all psychiatric

2025 RELERSRDERE.0. 14176
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testimony ——'{throw tem all out in one big bag'_—¥ end decide .Sirhan's
fate with tplain common sense and goodtiogic ! |
| "Compton told the Jury it was Charles Dickens who once wrbte,
'The law is an ass.' Compton added, 'I think the law became an ass the
~day it let the psjchiatrisﬁs get their hands on the law.'®

"He scoffed at defense contentioﬁs that Sirhan was a paranoid
schizophrenic who suffered dissociatiﬁe tfances. Sirhan, said Compton,
was simply 'cunning and vicious.' | .

"Slrhan, who chewed per31stent1y on a hangnail and listened
quletly as Compton spoke, fared better in Compton's summatlon than did
the psychiatric profession.

"Compton fidiculed point after point, doctor after doctor, and
the lengthy expert testimony which painted Sirhaﬁ as too sick mentally to
meaningfully premeditate the killing.

"Refefring diSdainfully to two batteries of psychological tests
given to Sirhan, Compton said: -

| M1T say reject the tests, put 'em out, because it would be a
frightening thing if the decision in a case of this ﬁagnitude turned cn
whether Sirhan saw a couple of clowns playing pattycake in an'inkblot,
or kicking each other in the shins.'- | _

$If expert testimony could‘always be believed,Compton told the
jury, then cases could be judged without juries at all. o

more -—-—
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iCompton told the jurors he regarded them éll‘as 'average
peoplé' and urged fhem not to overcomplicatg their decision because of the
formality of the 3% month-long trial.

"Compton said he, like the defense, wants 'the world to know
that Jjustice is possible in this country, ' and added: 'The verdict you
return -- which we urge. should be first-degree murder —-- will be Jjust as
Jjust as any other verdict.'

“Such a verdict carries only two péSsible penaltiés ~— death in
the gas chamber or life imprisonment. Compton didn't specify a preferénce
for either. ) h

"Compton said fhe only issue for the jufors to decide was whether
Sirhan's defense of'diminished oaﬁacity to maturely and meaningfully pre-
meditate and carry out his act is a valid one.

"Judge .Walker opened the morning sesion by instructingj the
jury to disregard Compton's previous statements ébout diminished capacity.
on Friday. |

tJudge Walker told the jurors that it is 'a doctrine that is
being developed' and applies to crimes where specific intent to murder
is proven. Compton had referred to diminished capacity in connection
with crimes that Judge Walker said were unrelated to this.

“Compton said.Sirhan himself, in 'fencing' on the stand -with
his cross—examiners, provided the cléarest evidence that he didn't suffer

from diminished mental capacity, but rather showed unusual alertness.

more -—-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SV PO SU WUOE VRIS WU [ - [ VAUV OW S UV UUROUSP S O

Veekly Summary j46
Page 4 :

"Citing psychiatric testimony thaf Sirhanfs mehtal iliness was.
one that was causihglrapid deterioration from its beginnings'uhtil now,
Compten<virtua11y<snorted:

. "1 If he was a vegetable on June 5, he should have been a gibher-
ing idiot by the time you saw him on the witness stand.!'

¥But he was no such thing,” Compton'saidﬁ‘

"Compion said psychiatrists and psychologists 'don't belong’
here in the courtroom on the issue of guilt er innocence' and added,
'"They can't tell you from showihg Sirhan a lot of pictures and inkblots
in No%ember, or whenever 1t was, the kind of mind’ he had on June 5.

"He llkened the psychlatrlc defense to 'sort of a double-play
combination -- Slrhan to Schorr to Diamond' and said this combination:
'élways throws to first base. | |

"He dismissed (clinical psychologist Martin ﬁ.) Schorr per-
funetorily, saying 'He gets all hung up on family relationships and
fathef images.' He reserved special contempt fof the performance of
(UC Berkeley psychietrist Dr. Bernard) Diamond.

"Compton said a prosecufion psychiatrist based his opinions

m the testimony of witnesses, but 'the ubiquitous Dr. Diamond, the walk-

RN SR

ing lie-detector, the hendwriting’expert; the‘gun expert, the psychologist

md psychiatrist,' implied that all other witnesses either knew‘nothing
r were lying 'until (he) Dr. Diamond, descended on the scene. -
| "'He did it with mirrors,' Compton said of Diamond's testimony

“hat Sirhan had experimehted with self-hypnosis with mirrors and inadver-

2025 RELEMEGNDER E.O. 14176
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tently put ﬂimself into a trance before mirrors at the Ambassador Hotel
last Jure 4, just before he shot Kennedy. | |

W17 think Dr. Diamond is completelf and thoroughly discredited
and deserving of no consideration at all,' Compton said. ‘Then he added,
speaking of the entire psychiatric profession: |

"'Their whole reason even‘for‘being is to find. something wrong
with someone. And what better way to foist their theorles off on the
world than in the courtroom9"

"Compton said the jury should not be swayed by the fact‘that it
was Kennedy who was shot to death, but added, 'On the. other hand, you
cannot divorce ybur thinking from the fact that it was Robert F. Kennedy
who was murdered because'thaf was why the~Cfiﬁe occurred;' An ordinary
citizen, Compton séid, would not have.incﬁrred Sirhan's hatred.

"Comptoﬁ concluded: ‘

itThe psychiatrists say that if you hate a man and kill him,
you are mature and responsible, Ladies and gentlemen, we ask you: Don't
put a premium on hate.!'™® |

| Juror Robert G. Ewns waé replaced today because of the death
2f his father. The replacement was George A. Stitzel, a pressroom'fore;
13n for the Times. |
% % ¥
TUESDAY, APRIL 15 -- The seven-man, flve~woman Sirhan Jjury -

egan the second day of thelr deliberations today at 8:17 a. m. and worked

nore —-
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on the case until shortly before 4 p.m., when ‘they were bused back to
their heaﬁily-guarded quartefs in a Los Angeles hotel (Biltmove).

Reported a Los.Angeles‘newspaper (ﬂerald;Examinér):

"The Jjurors have the exhibitg in the caée with them in their
ninth-floor Hall of Justice Jury room; S0 faf they. have not requested
the readlng of any of the more than 10,000 pages of the trial record.

"Their only reguest, accordlng to Bailiff Ullllam Polhemus,
was for a plece of c¢halk and a light bulb.

‘ " Polhemus said.the<jury was surprising to him in its accord.
He explained'that often during the heat of deliberations Jurors have
fallings out which result in<the forﬁation of intra-jury cliques. |

| | Jury deliberations are, of course, secret. So far the only
thing known of the conduct of the 12‘is that they elected systems
analyst Dr. Bruce Elliott foreman."' N

meanwhlle, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) publlshed
detalls of a system "set up so the Jury can communlcate with the court-
room. Three sounds of the buzzer from the ninth-floor jury room to the
eighth floor courtroom will signify the end of deliberations. Two buzzes
would indicate that the jury wished to be brought into the courtroom to
have portions . of testimony read." .

"Continued the newspaper:

"The Sheriff's Department is malntlnlng the tlght security
procedures that have been followed throughout the 15-week trial., All
persons entering the courtroom are still subaected to a thorough search,
since all future open sessions involving the Jjury, however, brief, will
also require the presence of the defendant.® . :

The Herald-Examiner said that Sirhan is awaiting "the verdict in
his isolated cell on the 13th floor of the Hall of Justice. He has with
him a Bible and four books on Arab politics, his attorney, Russell .
Parsons, said."

2025 %%EQ[_\I‘DER E.O. 14176
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 —- At the réquest of the jury in the
Sirﬁah case, Superior Judge>Herbert V. Valker toﬁay clari.ied his
instructions 6n second~-degree murder, |

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), this is what
fhe juriSt fold the Jjury assembled in the courtroom:

ntJf you find from the evidence that, at the time the defendant
shot and killed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, his mental capacity had been
substantially reduced, whether caused by mental illness and imbibing
of intoxicating beverages, or any bther cause, and if yéu find that to
the extent that you ha#e a reasonable doubt whether he did or could
laturely and meaningfully premeditate, deliberate and reflect upon the
gravity of his contemplated act or form én intent to kill, you cannot
convict him of a wilful, deliberate or premeditated murder of the first
degree, but you may find him guilty of murdér in the second degree if
you are convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that he had the mental capa-
city to harbor or entertain malice aforethought.'"

The newspaper reported that the jury listened for about five
mihutes, nédded that they understood and resumed deliberations unfil
about 4 p.m.

Continu 4 the newspaper:

"The jury's question (regarding second-degree) and its length-
ening debate underscored speculation that the panel is undecided whether

the killing of Kennedy was first- or second-degree murder.

nore -—-
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Speculation also arose ﬁhat speculation itself was premature;

"ijore than 150 exhibit,s were entered during the 15-wek trial,
md Jjurors wishing to appear fair-minded might feel obiiged to examine
them all, even if.they had arrived at a private decision.

"Sirhan's controversial noteboek'alone would rexxife two
wurs for each of the 12 jurors to read. |

WWerdicts of acquittal or voluntarj manslaughter -- both
jossible under the instructions given the jUry by Judge Walker ionday
-~ are considered highly unlikely. | . |

"If Sirhan is convicted of first-degree murder, his trlal
yould proceed the next day to a penalty phase imn which he could receive
sither a death sentence or life imprisonment.

"This phase would be short —-'poesibly.just a few hours,
:Jmost surely not more than a day or two. |

- "After three weeks of psychiatric testimony, attorneys for

oth sides feel there is little left that could be.offered by way of
r1itigation for Sirhan's crime, and that the Jury's decision will depend
;hiefly on attorneys' final arguments. | |
X WFurther, the prosecution has already said it will not urge
vhe death penalty. |

"If Sirhan is convicted of second—degree murder, the court

7111 sentence him to flve years to life in prison, with the exact term

nore -—-—
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o be set later by the California Adult Authority.
"Should the Jurors fiﬁd themselves unable to agree on a verdiét,
t hung Jury probably would not result‘in a retrial of the cése. It is
sonsidered most likely that Judge Walker would take the case from the '
iury and, depending on agreement by the defense and prosécuﬁion,_accept
1 gullty plea from the defense ahd‘simply sentence Sirhan to life im-
wisonment, |
THURSDAY, APRIL 17 -- A Los Angeles néWspaper (Herald-Examiner)
‘eported today, quoting Russell E. Parsons, one.of Sirhan's attorneys,
-hat the defendant "expected to be traded by this goverruwent for con-
:essions in the Middle East if he is convicted., " '
Continuedvthe article:
"Parsbns-said Issa Nakhleh, Palestinian Arab associate counsel
n the case, had discussed such a maneuver with King Hussein of Jordan
t the United Nations 1ast.week, Nakhieh‘is director general_of the
nrecognized Palestine Arab delegation to the UN. o
"Parsons said:
'A"'He met King Hussein last week at the United Nations. Nakhleh
as there to discuss the exchange with him. Ve worked it out. He
asn't been here for fun you know;‘ He has been here to help us. We
ave: been working it out with Nakhleh; I was going to Jordan first,

ut then we decided against it.!

2025 AR GNDER E.0. 14176
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"However, there was no confirmation from any official sburce
hat such a course was being considered. o
“Reached in Néw York, Nakhleh had this to say:
"1There oaﬁ be no discussicn of an exchange...until after the
erdict., Talk to me after the verdict.' | |
"It was pointed out at the Hall of Justice that the legal
omplications of such an exchange would‘be eﬁormous. -The United States
as no Jjurisdiction over Sirhah. He is a brisoher of California --
sovereign state. Moreover, it is expected that public reaction to
uch barter WOuld be swift and extremely adverse. ‘
"Furthermore, insofar as is knowﬁ, there are no important

merican prisoners held by any Arab state."

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17 -- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was convicted by

: seven-man, five-woman Jury today of first-degree murder in the killing
f Sen. Robert F. &ennedy last June 5.

The Jjury signalled its arrlval at a verdict at.10:47_a.m.,
6 hours and 42 minutes after it began deliberations on Honday.,

One Los Angeles newspaper. ’Herald—Dxamlner) reported the status
if .the case as it stands today as follows: .

"The jury must decide the penalty for the young Aréb's crime,
rith 'untrammeled discretion! as to a life or death sentence.

“No matter what it decides, Judge (Herbert V.) Walker has the
athority to reduce, but not increase the penalty.
my death sentence, -

He could ndt vqid

"It will be up toJudge Walker to fix penalties for Sirhan's

:onviction on the lesser counts of assault with a deadly wéapon_with in-

sent tocomnit murder. California law demands that sentanées_for:tﬁeée

~imes not be added to the murder penalty; if Sirhan gets 1life he will
ierve concurrent sentences on the assault counts, |

tijo matter what the penalty verdict, there~probab1y will be
mn appeal. Such an appeal is mandatory if death is decreed, and will

ake more than a year to pursue.

8The defense is convinced that Judge' Valker committed ‘more

chan one' major judicial error during the trial, which. it hopes to take
L0 a higher court,

More o=
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"Appeals may see changes in the defeﬂse staff. Defense lawyer
Ruséell B, Parsons is an appeals specialist,, But defense lawyer Graﬁt
B. Cooper, who said he has worked without fee throughout theltrial, is
not sure he can afford to continue in the case.

"No matter what the final decision in the Sirhan case -- no
final penalty will be inflicted for more than a year, according to .
Cooper." ‘

Reported another Los /ngeles newspaper (Times):

"The tihy Palesinian Arab defendant showed no visible reaction
as the verdict was read. He sat forward in his chair, elbows on the
counsei table, and stared soberly ahead as he heérd_the$verQict.

"For wounding five other persons in the fﬁsilade of shots
that killed Kennedy last June, Sirhan ws found guilty on five counts of
assault with a deadly weapon with intent to commit murder. Each con-
viction carries a sentence of one to 14 years."

‘The jury entered the courtroom at 11:09 a.m., and Judge Valker
asked, "Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you lave a verdict?"

| .Continued the newspaper:

ti1{je have, your honor,' the foreman murmured.

"Foreman Bruce D. Elliott handed the verdicts tb.Bailiff
Willard Polhemus,-who passed them to Judge ¥alker, "who scanned the
six verdicts and passed them to Alice Nishikawa, who read thgg alo;d.".

lembers of Sirhan's family were not present for the verdict,
although they were in court every day.of the 15-week trial. A brother,
Adel, 30,_told the Times: "I don’ththink we ‘should show up down there

now, do you?¥ .
' 2025 RELOXSE UNBER E.O. 14176
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Added the newspaper: |
_A"After the verdict, Adel, his mother,‘Hary, and brother, Hunir,
vept as they heard the verdict over their television set in their small.
’asadena hone. | _
| "After Mfs. Nishikawa finished reading each vefdict? she asked
the Jurors: 'Is this your verdict, ladies and gentlemen of the Jjury? So
38y you one, so say you all? | | |
"urmured assent-was unanimous for all six verdicts. _
"Defense attorney Cooper requested thaﬁ the Jjury be polled on
the first count —- the murder conviction -- and as each Juror's name was
,alled the answer was a firm, "Yes.'
"Judge Valker then recessed the trial untll Monday for the
venalty phase...
_"Cooper, who spoke with Sirhan in a small holding tank moments
after adjournment,'said ‘his reaction was ehe of dieappointment.' Cooper
sould not repeat what Sirhan said, but added that disappointment was

evidenf"by the expression on his face,!

"Cooper, asked his own reaction, told reporters'in a news
vonference later,  'Haturally, one is disappointed.!' éut he added:

“1I'm not going to quarrel with this jury. They had the case
Iully and'fairly presented to them and I'. not going to quafrel,-even
though I might disagree with their verdict.'

WCooper disclosed that he had already made a motion to impanel
a new Jjury for the penaity phase, but that Judge VWalker in a brief con-

ference at the bench, had denied it.

2025 REUBERIERINDER E.O. 14176



: "’_ R - ; ‘l’ | S
ﬁeekly summary #46
‘ Page 13

‘npsked what testiﬁony he woﬁld present in the penalty phésé
to show Sirhan's life should bé spared, Cooper said he didn't want to
telegraph his .punches. But earlier he indiéated he would attempt to call
Disf. Atty. Evelle J. Younger, Chief Dép. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton
and Dep. Dist. Attys. John E. Howard and David N. Fitts to the witness
stardto confirm that the prosecutioh once was willing to accept a plea
of guilty with the understanding that Sirhan get life imprisonment.
. "Cooper later asked Judgé Walker, in a brief proceeding Thursday
affernoon, to be allowed to cali thé prosecution to the stand, The Jjudge
denied the motion. | : ‘ | |

‘4The jury hés never heard of the agfeement. If Judge VWalker
had permitted Cooper to introdﬁéé it, some sources feit it would have
been a strong factor in swaying the Jjury toward a 1ife sentence,

WHoward, wﬁo will argue for the prosecution in the penalty
phase, said he intends to gear his argument to Sirhan's 'lack of remorse
and to the effect of political assassinatioh_on.the democratic process.'

%Sirhan testified from the witness.siand that he hated Kennedy
because, in his campaign for the Derocratic nomination for the U,s.
Pfésidéncy, he had advocated sending 50 rfhantom jet bombefs to aid Israel
in its conflict withlArab nations. | |

nSirhan also testified, 'I'm not particularly proﬁd, but I'm
not sorry either,' about the death of Kennedy;

_®Asked about the earlier agreement to accept Sirhan's plea of

guilty, Compton acknowledged that the bargain struck last February !'imposes

2025 REM@XEE UNDER E.O. 14176
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m us the.oBligation not to assert that the death penalty is an absolute
mst. ! | | )

"Both defense and prosécution have said that the penalty phasé
7111 probably be brief -- possibly only a few hours, or a day or two at |
the most." | o -

The newspaper also related that %irritation at the ensﬁing
Length and expense of the trial has been widespread’ and that County
Sﬁpervisor Kenneth Hahn says it has nbw cost taxpayers more than {1
1illion, alfhough thaf,figure_is dispufed.

ﬁThe general public, too, has exppesséd angér at the.slow,
leliberate trjing of a defendant whose sléying of Xenredy is beyond
mestion, even admitted.®

The same newspaper péinted out that Judge Walker didn't want
Tunresolved ﬁysteries" similar to what occurred after the assassination
>f President John F. Kennedy, and he, therefore, "ordered all the facts
taid before the public in a long-fought trial.”

| Added the newsﬁaper:
' "The defense hés revolved on the confention that Sirhan is

>oth guilty and sick. This is the defense of diminished capacity --
1 legal doctrine available to the defense only in California. |

"It is a doctrine that is still being resolved since its
first application in 1949. In brief, it holds that a person may be
found guilty of first-degree murder and yet be unable because of mental
illness,'fage, fear, obsession or intoxication, to maturely, and meaning-
fully premeditate, deliberate and hold mglice aforethought.

v
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