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Reported the newspaper:

-“He devoted his major effort to a contention that the defensel
had been misled by the prosecution last February, when the possibility-
of a change of pleas was being disgussed.

At that time, Cooper said, both defense and prosecution
agreed that Sirhan could plead guilty to.first-degree murder with an
understandihg that he would be sentenced to life imprisonment.

sBut Judge .Walker rejected this deal, insisting that if Sirhan
éid change his plea, the question of,penalt& must still be left up to
the Jjury.

"Cooper said the prosecution then offered, if Sirhan would
plead guilty, to recommend that the Jury hand down a life sentence.

fiAsked what the p;osecution weculd do if Sirhan decided against
the plea change and went ahead with the trial, Cooper said, the‘prosecujﬁ
tion stated ié would make no recommendation, either for a death penalty '

or a life sentence.

. WAt that time, Cooper said, Younger told the defense that the

‘proseuction was 'in a position where we can't conscientiously urge the

death penalty.’ | )

"It was on this understanding, Cooper said, that the defense
finally advised Sirhan to go ahead with the trial and not risk a jury
decision for death despite the prosecution'!s reported willingness not
to press for it. )

"It was here, Cooper éaid, that they were misled because the

prosecution 'didn't keep its word! when Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howaxrd

nore -—-—
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npade-his final argument to the jury in the pgnalty phase of the trizal,
éfter Sirhan had already been convicted of first-degree murder.

tAlthough Howard never specifically mentioned the death
'peﬁalty, he did urge the Jjury to return 'the only proper penalty for
political assassination in the United States of America.!

"Cooper, in addition to claiming ‘the defenée was misled, also
charged Judge Walker with Jjudicial error in not accepting the plea
change.

nHe further charged -the jurist with error in his refusal to
bar from evidence the controversial notebooks in which Sirhan wrote of
his intention to kill Xenmedy. |

tA1lthough Sirhan's writings later became a major bulwark of
his defense of diminished mental capacity, Cooper contended that the
notebooks were.illegally seized to begin with.

“Cooper's final plea for a reducfion of Sirhan's death penalty
hinged principally on Younger's willingness to accept a life sentence
because of psychiatric reports indicating that Sirhan was nentally ;11.

"Cooper's motion was supported'by a friend-of-the-court brief
offered by attorneys A. L. Virin and Fred Okrand of the American Civil
Liberties Union." F

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) offered these
comments: ‘

¥1'Had the Jjury known at the time they were considering the
question of life and death the attitude of fhe“Kennedy family,!' Cooper

said, 'I feel their verdict would have been entirély different.!

more -—- '
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HCooper also asked the judge to reduce the sentence on the
basis tha% Sirhan is mentally il) and that he thas never been in diffi-
culty with the law before and has a completely clean record,!

%The veteran attorney, who never before had a client covicted
of first-degree murder or sentenced to death, also read editorials from
news media, requesting a reduc@ion of the sentence of life imprisonment.

Miirs. JIrma ilartinez, one of the jurors who convicted and
doomed Sirhan, and iirs. LCleanor Landgreen, an alternate who also sat
through the 16 weeks of’testimony{_returned as courtroom‘spectétors to
hear Judge Yalker's upholding of the verdict. They appeared unmoved
by Sen. Xennedy's plea for Sirhan's life. -

FIn issuing the sentence, Judge Walker also denied Cooper's
A3-point nmotion for a new trial. |

"1It is disappointing,' Cooper said after the judge's decision,
vut that is éhat.'

#Sirhan will have an automatic appeal of the death sentence ~+..
before the California Supreme Court. Cooper said, however, he planned .
to file a separate appeal either illonday or Tuesday. |

"Cooper and defense attorney Russell E. Parsons have vowed
to carry Sirhan's case as far as the‘United States Supreme Court.
Sirhan's third counsel, New York attorney Emile Zola Berman, bowed out
of the case at the end of presentation of testimony and closing érgu—

ments.
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THURSDAY, LAY 22 -~ A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner)

today reported "Secrecy surrounds ‘the imminent transfer of Sirhan,
doomed nmurderer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, from Los Angeles to San
Quentin's Death Row.

BJjudge Herbert V. Valker yesterday ordered Sirhan sent to
the prison 'within 10 days?® af?er'he upheld a jury's April 23 verdict
and formally sentenced Sirhan to death.

"Sheriff's Department authorities, continuing theirpaximum
protection of Sirhan that with his trial has cost the comty aimost
%1 million, refused to say when or how Sirhan will be taken to the
prison north of San Francisco.“ '

Heanwhile, the same newspaper reported today that Ira Gold-
stein, 20, who was shot during the June 5 slaying of the senator, has
filed a $500,000 damage suxt against Slrhan and the Ambassador Hotel
for injuries he received.

Continued ‘the newspaper:

"Goldstein's suit, filed scant hours after Sirhan's sentencing,
is the third civil action £filed since the shooting. |

"Goldstein alleges he was assaulted and beaten as well as shot
during the assassination fracas. He named the hotel co-defendant on
grounds its management was negligent in failing to provide for the safe*t:yt=

of patrons."

nore —-
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The Assoclated Press today reported that *The !'Sirhan Areat
is ready 6n San Quentin's Death Row for the killer of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy. " ,

The story, carried in a Los Angeles daily newspaper (Herald-
Examiner) continued:

. Sirhan if he is treated as other convicted California men
-~ for whom death in the fas chambér is decreed, will.eventually come
here (San Guentin) to await his fate. ]

WLife on Death Row is one of steel bars and mesh, clanging
doors, buzzer signals, locks, guards and guns. I? is a place wﬁere
-the clock and ‘the calendar are the enemies.

tSirhan will be granted no special privileges,! said Assoc-
iate Warden Jim Park'as a massive bolt shot back and he shoved against
a steel meéh door. |

“The door opened on a bare f'no-man's land' in front of three
docked and vacant cells, doubles of each of the cubicles farther down
which caged the 25 condemned men of the éouthside‘tier.

"It was the route the Jordanian Arab would take after cheéking ‘
in past the main gate of the squet yellow fortress 15 miles north of
San Francisco. '

nFour strides over the bare pavement, and another meshed door
blocked the way. Another bolt shot open, and the door was opened.

"This was the probable future home, and universe, of the
slight man who raised a pistol June 5, 1968, in a kitchen area of the
Anbassador Hotel in ﬁoé Angeles.

0nore =—=—
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, "Directly past the door is the Sirhan exercise area -- a
10 by 15-foot slab of pavenent which is the 'front yard! of Cell 33.

‘ "Lockqd and vacant cells flank either side of 33. They will
remain that way. Like other pfisoners on Death Row Sirhan will have &
television set to watch through the bars of his cell. Sound is through
a headset, which can also be plugged into a two-station outlet for radio
~at the rear of the cell.

"The Sirhan cell is like all the rest —- 43 feet wide, 7 feet
high and 11 feet deep. Appointments aré a toilet, wash basin, two steel
shelves, a tiny table, a flat-spring cot with a hard tick mattress and
a pair of woolen blankets. Light is from a large, bare overhead bulb
which can be operated in the cell.

"Like the other Death Row inmates, Sirhan would be let out
of his cell into his exercise area for 3% hours a day, starting at
20:30 a.n.

"fHe'll be able to talk to the other men,' said Park.

#Another thing Sirhan would be able to do outside his cell
is to see a patch of blue sky through a coup}e of windows above
the bars.

"But never, Park added, will any inmate, even the mainline
prison trusties who feed Death Row, be permitted to get close to Sirhan.
He will be fed by a guard.

"The idea, he said, is the same as in Los Angeles where Sirhan
has been held since the shooting -- to keep the prisoner segregated

fron men who night want to get into the history books as the killer of

ox*e ==
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an important assassin. -

‘"1I'm sure someone would like to kill him,! said Captain
Don Veber.

nSince 1938, after hanging was stopped in California, 194
persons, including four women, have been gassed in the split-second
ritual prescribed by law. |

"The question of the constitutionality of the death penalty
is now pending before the U.S. Supreme Court.® ‘

| ¥ % %

THURSDAY, #AY 22 -- leanwhile at a Los Angeles County Civil
Service Commission hearing, it was stated that Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi,
county coroner-medical examiner who performed the autopsy on Sen. Robert,
F. Xennedy, on hearing of the Senator's death blurted out 'Oh, no.'! |
‘ Noguchi was fired from his post and requested a commission
hearing. _

Hrs. Thelma Graham Clark, a coroner'é aide, said she telephoned
the information to Dr. Noguchi and that his response was that vof a
doctor...one of resignation."

* % ¥

FRIDAY, iAY 23 -~ Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, convicted slayer
of Sen. Robert F. Xennedy, entered Cell 33 on Death Row at San Quentin
early today, after a seéret pre~dawn flight from Los Angeles, accor&ing
to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Exaniner).

He was removed from his heavily-guarded cell in the Hall of
Justice at 2 a.m. and flovm by a Sheriff's Department helicopter to

ore ==
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‘Van Nuys airport. From there he was taken by a state airplane to
San Quentin in a 2% hour journey.

The two-engine plane flew him to the Harin County Airporz,
six miles from San Quentin. A convoy of two state prison cars and
four Californié Highway Patrol vehicles took the 25-year old Jordanian
JAmnmigrant to San Quentin, 10 m%les north of San Francisco.

According to the newspaper account, Sirhan was booked into
the big prison at 5:31 a.m. and he was alert and very interesteﬁ in
the institution and its history, said Associate Yarden James‘Park.

Park said Sirhan was given a normal Death Row breakfast of
fruit, rolled oats, a cheese omelet, bacon, toast, coffee and nilk.

Captain Don Veber, security chief, related that Sirhan
Bappeared alert and interested and asked a good many questions about
the institution during the‘car trip."

Pari said the other prisoners on Death Row %paid no particulax
“attention to Sirhan.

"They like to think they've got a lot of class and don't get
excited about this sort of thing," he added. |

Los Angeles County Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess said the transfer
was a Joint one, using his deputies and state officers. "The early
morning departure was at the request of state authorities,® he added.

The newspaper noted: ~

less than 20 minutes after his arrival, Sifhan was locked
into hié cell, which is on éhe southside condemned unit,isolated from

those of other men aﬁaiting their dates with the gas chamber.

nore m-—
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" "On each side of Cell 33, there are locked, empty cells.
An exercise area directly outside measures 10 by 15 feet.
“Prison officlals said no other prisoners can get closer

to Sirhan than 15 feet.¥®

* %

N

SATURDAY, TAY 24 —- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan today was 'fitting
into routine' at his new home in Cell 33 of Dea;h Row, according to
San Quentin Warden Louis Nelson. |
A report in a Los /ingeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reporteq:
One of the young Arab's doomed neighbors told a guard
yesterday ‘'He's one of us now. He won!'t be bothered.t'¥
| "Warden Nelson, however, is cautious. fThere is some under-

lying concern for the felléw,' he said. ‘'Hany here would want to be

‘known as the assassin of the assassin.

utlie have‘tO‘protect.him.until that time when the law says

we must take his life,'”

e
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NEWS RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

0ffice of the District Attorney Calir Jerry Littman
600 Hall of Justice . News Secretary
Los Angeles, California 90012 626-3888, Ext., 82396

Ha

‘ RELEASE: Wed., May 28, 1969
- ' ‘ After 10 a.m.’

WEEKLY SUMIIARY #51 ,
Re: Assassination of Senator Robert F. Xennedy

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest

in the assassination of Senator Robert F., Xennedy in

Los ingeles on Yednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings
in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District
Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly suumnary
of the case. This is the 5lst summary, and others will
be for release on subsequent Wednesdays.

HONDAY, HAY 19 -~ Payment of §85,071.08 was demanded today
from organizations which,last‘yeaf backed U.S. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy

for Preside® ., according to an article in a los Angeles newspaper

~ (Times).’

(ihe senator was shot by Sirhan, Bishara Sirhan in the .
‘Los Angeles Ambassador Hotel on June 5, 1968. He now awaitls sentencing
by Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker. The jury voted the death sentence

for the defendant.)

The demand for payment was contained in a sﬁit filed in
behalf of the hotel, and directed against the National Kennedy for
President Committee, Xennedy National Headquarters, Kennedy Campaign
Committee and the latter's attorney, Stanley R. Caldin, and Julius
Glazer, accountant.

Filed April 18, the suit was sealed pending the levying of
an attachment by the county marshal!s office. The marshal!s report

showed that an account standing in the name of the Kennedy Campaign

‘nmore -~-
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Committee at the U.S. National Bank had been attached.

But Caidin said only a “nominai aount® was in the account.

The suit said the bill was incurred for hotel space, goods
aﬂd services under an agreement made in 'June, 1968.

* ¥ X

TUESDAY, MAY 20 -~ The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
today voiced support of federal legislation designed to reimburse state
and local governments fof expenses resulting from the prosecution of |
individuals accused of assassinating or attempting to assassiﬁate<federal
office holders.

Noted an article in a Los Angeles legal newspaper (Daily
Journal):

The resolution delivered by Supervisor lenneth Hahn called
for the county to support a bill now before the Uniedd States Senate,
which was authored by liontana Senator Lee lietcalf.

LWIf passed, the legislation would provide for the reimburse-~
nent of any p;osecution expense resulting from the attempted assasgi—
nating or assassination of the President, cabinet member, Senator and
membexr of the House of Representatives.

"The resolution®by Supervisor Hahn made reference to the
recently-concluded trial of Sirhan Sirhan, “the convicted assassin of
Senator Robert F. Xennedy.

fHahn said that the trial of Sirhan cost the taxpayers of
Los Angeles County 3929,285, and was the mést costly in the history
of the county. *

nore —~-
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nThe resolution also requested that the expense of the
Sirhan trial be reimbursed by the federal government. Copies of the
resolution are being sent to President Nixon and to all the members
of'Congress." )

% % %

WEDNESDAY, HAY 21 nn_Appearing in Superior Court today-at

' the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Evelle
J. Younger issued the following statement regarding a'hand—wriﬁten
letter he received from Sen. Edward li. Xennedy, brother of Sen. Robert
F, Kennedy, who was slain by Sirhan.

The text of the statement: ;

tSome time ago, when discussions concerning the possibility
of a plea were being conducted, I inquired of an attorney representing
Senator Edward Kennedy whether oxr not the Senator or the Kennedy family
had any commeﬁts or recommendations relative to the penalty in this
case,

1T was told at that time that the Senator did not have any
recommendations.

Last week, this same attorney phoned from New York and
asked me whether or not, in nmy opinion, it would be proper for the
Senator to now express an opinion concerning penalty.

"I indicated that, in my opinion, the question of guilt
having been decided, it would be proper for a member of the family of
the victin to express an opinion, provided it was done openly in the

form of a letter to the probation office or to the Judge.,

more =--—
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i B3 further indicated, however, that the Jjudge might consider
such an opinion irrelevant to the present proceedings, but that in
any évent,”the letter would be in the file for consideration at any
clemency hearing that night occur 1n~~bhe future.

WY indicated that lf the Senator wished to write a letter
expressing his opinion, I would present it to your Honor in open court.
I have here a hand-written letter, which was delivered to me on liay 19,
1969, and I offer it to your Honor for wha%ever consideration you deen
proper.”

Copies of the Senator!s letter were then handed to Judge
' Herbert V. Valker and Grant B. Coqpe;, one of the defense attorneys,
ﬁut it was not read in open court.

Later, however, Younger released the text of the Xennedy
letter, which is as. follows:

4 Some weeks ago you inguired whether the XKennedy family wishéd
to express any views on the possible penalties available to the court
under the law in the trial involving ‘the death of my brother. }

“Tﬁe issue then was the positibn to be taken by the pro-
secution on the offer of a plea of guilty and that involved the question
whether there would be any trial at all. We felt that any answer to
your inquiry at that time would accordingly be inappropriate.

"At the time of the hearing on the sentence a similar inquiry
was made by defense counsel. The matter was “then before the jury and

again any response seemed inappropriate.

more ==
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."I now understand that the trial judge will be called upon
fo exercise his discretion concerning the penalty. Since this is now
.a question of clemency and the trial proceedings have been concluded,
I feel I can appropriately convey to you, for whatever consideration
you believe to be proper, how we feel.

"My brother was a man of love and sentiment and compassion.
He would not haye wanted his death to be a cause for the taking of
another life.

*You may recall his pleas when he learned 6f the death of
Martin Luther King. He said that 'what we need in the United States
is not givision; what we need in the United States is not hatred;
what we need in the United States :is not violence or lawlessness, but
love and wisdom and compassion towards onelanother.'

npMoreover he was a young man totally committed to iife and
living. He séood against injusticg, poverty and discrimination for
these evils lessened life.

_ A fiHe grew to despise war for war denies the sacredneés of
life. And he had a special affection for children for they he1d~thé
promise of life. ' ey

"WWe all realize ‘that many other considerations fall within
your responsibility and that of the court. But if the kind of man
my brother was is pertinent we believe it should be weighed in the
balance on the side of compassion, mercy and Godl's gift of life itself.®

Sirhan was formally sentenced today to death in the San Quentin

gas chamber, despite the plea by Sen. Edward Kennédy that the life of
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his brother's assassin be spared. '

.Reported a Los Angelgs newspaper (Tines):

Superior Judge Herbert V, Walker,'brdshing aside both the
dramatic letter and an impassioned entreaty. by defense attorney Grant
B. Cooper, read solemnly from a previously prepared summary of the case,

%tThis is the time for judgment and sentenbe...Ié is the
- Judgnment and sentence of ‘this court ‘that for the crime of murder in
the first-degree...you should suffer the penalty of death wifh;n‘the
walls of San Quentin in the manner prescribed by law.!

“*He ordered the diminutive assassin taken to San Quentin's
Death Row within 10 days.

“Sirhan, standing with his hands on his hips and staring
without visible emotion as the judge sternly pronounced sentence, turned
and smiled at defense invesfigator liichael "¥McCowan, 'Well, now the real
battle begins.® ST

- "Hrs. Mary Sirhan, seated in the second row of the small
courtroom, cried softly and dabbed at her eyes as she waited for court
to adjourn, signalling the moment when she could visit.her condemned
son in his 13th floor cell.

"She also had written to Judge Walker, citing Biblical ref-
erences in her plea for mercy for Sirhan. Her letter, delivered to the
69-year old jurist Wednesday morning, was not mentioned in open court.®

Before the formal sentencing today, Cooper cited 13 grounds
for his motion for a new trial for Sirhan, arguing at length on two

points.

nore =—-—
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Reported the newspaper:

.“He devoted his major effort to a contention that the defense
had been misled by the prosecution last February, when the possibility
of a change of pleas was being discussed.

At that time, Cooper said, both defense and prosecution
agreed that Sirhan could plead guilty ‘to first-degree murder with an
understanding that he would be sentenced to life imprisonment.

igut Judge .Walker rejected this deal, insisting that if Sirhan
did change his plea, the question of penalty must still be left up to
the jury. ‘

"Cooper said the prosecution then offered, if Sirhan would
plead guilty, to recommend that the jury hand down a life sentence.

fiAsked what tﬁe’prosecution weuld do if Sirhan decided against
the plea change and went ahead with the trlal, Cooper said, the prosecu-
tion stated 1t would make no recommendatxon, either for a death penalty 1
or a life sentence.

. WAt that time, Cooper said, Younger told the defense that the
proseuction was 'in a position where we can't conscientiously urge-fhe
death penalty.! | .

"It was on this understanding, Cooper said, that the defense
finally advised S;rhan to go ahead with the trial and not risk a jury
decision for death despite "the prosecution'!s reported willingness not
to press for it.

"It was here, Cooper said, that they 'were nisled because the

prosecution 'didn't keep its word! when Dep. Dist. Atﬁy. John E. Howard

ore =—-—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



¢

» 3 * 7

. 7Y
. - . R . - -
N - * -
» . . ‘
E.] N "
- .

Yeekly Summary w51
Page 8

made.his final argument ‘to the jury in the penalty phase of the trizal,
after Sirhan had already been convicted of first-degree murder.

fAlthough Howard never specifically mentioned the death
peﬁalty, he did urge the jury to return 'the only proper ‘penalty for
political assassination in the United States of America.’

"Cooper, in addition to claiming ‘the defenée was misled, also
charged Judge YWalker with judicial error in not accepting the plea
change. ' _

He further charged the jurist with error in his refusal to
bar' from evidence the controversial notebooks in which Sirhan wrote of
his intention to kill Xennedy.

%Although Sirhan's writings later became a major bulwark of
hxs defense of diminished mental capac;ty, Cooper contended that the
notebooks were_illegally seized to begin wiﬁh.

Cooper's final plea for a reduction of Sirhan's death penaliy
hinged ﬁrincipally on Younger's willingness to accept a life sentence
because of psychiatric reports indicating that Sirhan was mentally ;11.

Cooper's motion was supported by a friend-of-the-court brief
offered by attorneys A. L. Virin and Fred Okrand of the American Civil
Liberties Union.® |

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) offered these
comments: ,

#1Had the Jjury known at the time they were considering the
question of life and'death the attitude of %he Xennedy family,! Cooper

said, 'I feel their verdict would have been entirely different.!
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’ "Cooper also asked the judge to reduce the sentence on the
basis tha% Sirhan is mentally i)l and that he 'has never been in Qiffi-
culty with the 1éw before and has a completely clean record.!? |

. "The veteran attorney, who never before had a client covicted
of first-degree murder or sentenced to death, also read editorials from
news media, requesting a reduction of the sentence of 1ife inprisonnment.

viirs. Irma Hartinez, one of the Jurors who convicted and
doomed Sirhan, and iirs. Lleanor Landgreen, an alternate who also sat
through the 16 weeks of testimony, returned as courtroom spectators to
‘hear Judge Ualker's upholding of the verdict. They appeared unmoved
by Sen. Kennedy's plea’for‘Sirhan'S'life.

*In dssuing the sentence, Judge VWalker also denied Cooper?s
A13-point motion for a new t?ial. | |

11Xt is disappointing,! Cooper said after +the Judge's decision,
fbut that is‘fhat.'

“Sirhan will have an automatic appeal of the death sentence
before the California Suprenme Court.\ Cooper said, however, he planned
to file a separate appeal either llonday or Tuesday.

"Cooper and defense attorney Russell B. Péfsons have vowed
to carry Sirhan's case as far as the United States Supreme Court.
Sirhan's third counsel, Neﬁ York attorney Emile Zola Berman, bowed out
of the case at the end of presentation of testinony and closing argu-

nments. \
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. THURSDAY, MAY 22 ~-~ A‘Loé Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner)
“today repérted "Secrecy surrounds the imminent transfer of Sirhan,
doomed murderer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, from Los Angeles to San
Quentin's Death Row. | »

“Judge Herbert V. Ualker yesterday ordered Sirhan sent to
the prison 'within 10 days' after he upheld a Jury's April 23 verdict
and formally sentenced Sirhan to death.

1Sheriff's Department authorities; continuing their‘maximum
pfotection of Sirhan that with his trial has cost the county aimost
£l million, refused to say when or how Sirhan will be taken to the
prison north of San Francisco.% '

iHeanwhile, the same newspaper .reported today that Ira Gold-
stein, 20, who was shot during thé June 5 slaying of the senator, . has
filed a $500,000 damage sui% against Sirhaﬁ and the Ambassador Hotel
for injuries he received. | '

Continued the newspaper:

"Goldstein's suit, filed scant hours after Sirhan's sentencing,
is the third civil action filed since the shooting. |

"Goldstein alleges he was assaulted and beaten as well as shot
during the assassination fracas. He named the hotel co-defendant on
grounds its management was negligent in.failing to provide forqthe safety ‘

of patrons.*
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The Associated Press today reported that #The 'Sirhan Area!
is ready 6n San Quentin's Death Row for ‘the killer of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy. " _

The story, carried in a Los Angeles daily newspaper (3erald—
Examiner) continued:

"Sirhan if he is treated as other convicted California men
for whom death in the fas chamber is decreed, wi}l.eventually come
here (San Guentin) to await his fate. ‘

"Life on Death Row is one of steel bars and mesh, c1ahging
doors, buzzer signals, locks, guards ané guns. It is a place wﬁere
the clock and the calendar are the enenies.

%tSirhan will be granted no special privileges,! said Assoc-
iate Warden Jim Parki'as a wassive bolt shot back and he shoved against
a steel mesh door. | |

“The door opened on a bare 'no-man's land' in front of three
locked and vacant cells, doubles of each of the cubicles farther down
which caged the 25 condemned men of the southside tier.

1Yt was the route the Jordanian Arab would take after cheéking
in past the main gate of the squat yellow fortress 15 miles north of
San Francisco.

-PFour strides over the bare pavement, and another meshed door
blocked the way. Another bolt shot open, and ‘the door was opened.

"This was the probable future home, and universe, of the
slight man who raised a pistol June 5, 1968, in‘é kitchen area of the

Anmbassador Hotel in ios Angeles.

DOoI'e ==
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“"Directly past the door is the Sirhan exercise area -- a
10 b& 15-foot slab of pavement which is the 'front yard!' of Cell 33.

‘ "Locked and vacant cells flank either side of 33. They will
remain that way. Like other pfisoners on Death Row Sirhan will have &
television set to watch through the bars of his cell. Sound is through
a headset, which can also be plugged into a two-station outlet for radio
at the‘rear of the cell. |

"The ‘Sirhan cell is 1like all the rest —- 4% 'feet wide, 7 feet
high énd‘ll,feet deep. Appointments are a toilet, wash basin, two steel
shelves, a tiny table, a flat-spring cot with a hard tick mattress and
a pair of woolen b}ankets. Light is from a large, bare overhead bulb
which can be operated in the cell.

"Like the other Death Row inmates, Sirhan would be let out
of his cell into his exercise area for 3} hours a day, starting at
10:30 a.n.

"'He'll be able to talk to the other men,' said Park.

“Another thing Sirhan would be able to do outside his cell
is to see a patch of blue sky through a couple of windows above
the bars.

"But never, Park added, will any inmate, even the mainline
prison trusties who feed Death Row, be permitted to get close to Sirhan.
He will be fed by a guard.

"The idea, he said, is the same as in Los Angeles where Sirhan
has been held since the shooting -~ to keep ‘the prisoner segregated

from men who might want to get into the history books as the killer of

nore -—-

o
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an important assassin.
. ’ "MIYIm sure someone would like to¥kii1 him,!' said Captain
Don veber.

"Since 1938, after hénging was stopped in California, 194
persons, including four women, have been gassed in the split-second
ritual prescribed by law. |

"The question of the constitutionality of the death penalty

is now pending before -the U.S. Supreme Court.®
* Kk X ‘
THURSDAY, #AY 22 -~ ilieanwhile at a Los Angeles County Civil
Service'Commission hearing, it was stated that Dr. Thomas T. Nyguchi,
county coroner-medical examiner who performed the autopsy on Sen. Robert .
F. Xennedy, on hearing of the Senator's death blurted out ;Oh, no.!*
' Noguchi was fired from his post and requested a commission
hearing. '
Hrs. Thelma Graham Clark, a coroner's aide, said she telephoned
the information to Dr. Noguchi and that his response was that Yof a
doctor...one of resignation.®
* ¥ %
FRIDAY, 1iAY 23 —- Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, convicted slayer
of Sen. Robert F. Xennedy, entered Cell 33 on Death Row at San Quentin
early today, after a secret pre-dawn flight from Los Angeles, according
to a Los Angeles neﬁspaper (Herald-Examiner).
He was removed from his heavily-~-guarded cell in the Hall of

Justice at 2 a.m. and flown by a Sheriff's Department helicopter to

J’“Z B
A . S

more =—-

0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Weekly Summary #52
Page 14

Van Nuys airport. From there he was taken by a state airplane to ‘
‘San Quentin‘in a 2% hour journey. |

The two-engine plane flew him to the Iliarin County Airpert,
six miles from San Quentin. A convoy of two state prison cars and
féur California Highway Patrol vehicles took the 25-year o0ld Jordanian
Jimmigrant to San Quentin, 10 miles north. of San Francisco.

According to the newspaper account, Sirhan was booked into
the big prison at 5:31 a.m. and he was alert and very interested in
the institution and its history, said Associate Varden Jaues Park.

Park said Sirhan was given a normal Death Row breakfast of
fruit, rolled oats, a cheese omelet, bacon, toast, coffee and milk.

Captain Don Veber, security chief, related that Sirhan
Yappeared alert and interésted and asked a good many questions about
the institution during the car trip." '

Park said the other prisoners on Death Row %paid no particular
attention to Sirhan.

"They like to think they've got a lot of class and don't get
excited about this sort of thing,% he added. |

Los Angeles County Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess said the transfer
was a joint one, using his deputies and state officers. 'The early
rorning departure was at the request of state authorities,® he added.

The newspaper noted: .

BLess than 20 minutes after his arrival, Sifhan was locked

into his cell, which is on the southside condemned unit,isolated from

those of other men’aﬁaiting their dates with the gas chanmber.

moxre ==
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;
" "On each side of Cell 33, there are locked, empty cells.
An exercise area directly outside measures 10 by 15 feet.
TPrison officials said no other prisoners can get closer
to Sirhan than 15 feet.
¥ % %
SATURDAY, IHAY 24 -~- Sirhan Bishara Slrhan today was tfitting
into routine' at his new home in Cell 33 of Death Row, according to
San Quentin Warden Louis Nelson. . o
‘A report in a Los /ingeles newspaper (Herald—Examiner)'reporteQ:

One of the young Arab's doomed neighbors told a guard

yesterday 'He's one of us now. He won't be bothered.t®

fitlarden Nelson, however, is cautious. ‘*There is some under-
lying concern for the fellow,' he said. ‘'liany here would want to be
known as the assassin of the assassin.

tti/e have to protect him until that time when the law says

we must take his life.,'¥®
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)
FROM QCQS SAC,_LOS ANGELES (56-156) (P)

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 6/16/69.

RE: WEEKLY NEWS RELEASE FROM
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY'!'S OFFICE

Attached herewith are two copies of a 25 page
weekly summary of information prepared for the benefit
of the news media by the Los Angeles County District

) Attorney's Office. This release is dated 6/4/69 and is
\ being furnished for information of the Bureau. ~

Also enclosed are two copies of a four page
News Release captioned, "Los Angeles County District

Attorneyt!s Office Publishes Last Weekly Summary on Sirhan
Case, Announces Younger."
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Honorable William Proxmire

but did not keep this engagement and subsequently received a phone
call:from him wherein he described himself as a ‘small, slender young
man of dark complexion and with dark wavy hair. She went to the
hotel the evening of June 4th and grasped the hand of Senator Kennedy -
three times, then left. A copy of the letter signed by Kari Kennedy

is being sent to the U. S. Secret Service by form referral, same date.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

‘
1

N it June 11, 1969 1447
Mr. Tave! R 7 ——

Tele. Room e
Hon. J. Edgar }«{oover Miss Holnes e

Director Miss Gandy.__.
Federal Bureau of Investigation.-- .
Washington, .D.C.

PDear Mr. Hoover:

Enclosed you will find a letter received by our staff on
Tuesday, June 10th. As you will note, there is no return
address on the envelope but the postmark of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin is still fairly legible.

V2, o
R 28
R 7, &

While this letter is undoubtedly of the crank variety,
we nevertheless felt that inasmuch as the author might receive
another such ""message' with respect to Senator Edward Kennedy,
we should forward this on to you.

Y
£
35=dJUN=1:2:1969

Thank you for your consideration.

i

B
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My name is Katherine Kennedy. I am the niece of the late Senator Robert Kennedy,,
the daughter of his eldest brother Joseph. With being a year now since my uncle's
tragic death, it is my duty to tell the world the truth since it is I that am more
than partly responsible for what happened.

It was in the year of 1944 that I must begin -- the year that Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.
flew a bomber plane called the Liberator to its peak of doom. The plane exploded,
its pilot obviously dead. Joseph Kennedy was not dead, nor was the desire which
burned in him and lead him to the betrayal of his country.-

I relate this story‘for I believe it is God's will that I do so. In the course of time
that I grew up in my father's care I learned to love him as I knew him. He loved
and trusted me, and when I was old enough to understand he told me everything
that I here tell.

My mother I was told had died at my birth. It was she who had torn my father from
his legacy. It was she who turned his love for her into a threat of dishonor and
disgrace before the eyeswf his country. It was a dilemma which pulled him into
this web of evil by the lure of wordly possession in return for the rendering of the
security of his own nation. It is for this reason that my father chose the aspect -

| of death for himself, leaving behind all he had represented as a patriotic, God-
fearing man who had épportunity of becoming a great leader.

He continues ensnared today in this same web, peering maliciously out at anyone
who pokes at him. Anyone who might learn his true identity. He assumes the name
of Dr. George T. Spearing. He is a man whose-ill conscience has ultimately decayed
his mind. He deSplses his family and homeland. He is a Communist. He head an
underground headquarters in Famagusta, Cyprus. I grew up there. I watched my
father and his associates work.” I also watched him ensnare and then finally kill his
two brothers, whom he without their knowledge used as puppets for his own promotion.
I'remember his words when he rec¢eived a letter of resignation -from Robert Kennedy,
"When puppets no longer work for their master, their strings are cut'-- rendering
them lifeless.”

It was I who sent the senator an anonymous letter telling him the truth about his
financial supporter, Dr. George Spearing.

I had betrayed my father for the first time in my life.

It was because of a child that I came to hate my father and because of this same
child I made an agreement with him to assist in the assassination of my uncle Sen.
Robert Kennedy. For this my father had promised the return of my illegitamate
daughter Tamera, whom he had taken from me three years ago. This child stepped

BRCLOSURT
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between us. Iloved her. He hated her. He grew jealous and called her a
disgrace. 'When she was five she contacted tuberculosis. He took her away and
claimed that he had her committed to a hospital for treatment. He lied. It was
this that caused me to lose my respect for him. Ino longer had any love for him.
I grew more-fearful of him as with each day that passed he became more scornful,
more hateful, more insane.

During the last week in April 1968 my father began weaving together the uély ;'
conspiracy to murder his brother because of his refusal to continue his support
of him. My letter had reached him. He now knew the truth. He would die for ‘it.

It was I that my father chose to assist in the job. He knew that all he had to do was

to promise me the return of Tamera and I'd do anything, even kill.

On May 18 my instructions were given me. That evening I would leave my home
country for the first time in my life, go to a strange land, seek out an important
political figure and murder him. I will leave out the details on the process of my
getting into this country. It could do injustice to many innocent, well-meaning
individuals.

On May 28 I finally arrived. I had 7 days in which to accomplish my mission of

death. My instructions were to go to Los Angeles, California and locate a shop

called Habeths. There I was to stay until I received a code message from a young
man who was to be my partner in crime. This man I was told was to be an Arab.

I did not know his name. The code message was to read: Robert F. Kennedy must die

befor June 5, 1968. I waited there for 3 days. No one came.

The morning of the fourth day I'received a phone call from a man with a broken
accent. He explained that I was to meet him that evening at the Ambassador ‘Hotel.

RFK would be there. Together we would lay in wait for the senator and when the

time was right each of us would shoot'to kill. It was now June 2. My assistant
described himself over the phone to me. I was to look for a small, slender young
man - dark wavy hair - dark complexion, etc. I was to meet him at such & such a
place in the hotel. I can't remember the fact is that I d{art go that evening. I
became terrified. I had never used a gun in my life. How was I to suddenly use one
to kill a man? '

The next day I again received a phone call. Why hadn't I come? I said that I was
there but was unable to find him. He said we would make another attempt. This one
would be final. If I wasn't there he said he would act alone.

It was the night of June 4. The hotel was filled with screaming, surging humanity.

Robert F. Kennedy, my own uncle whom I had never known or seen till then was the
center of their happy hysteria.

2025'RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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My hand was one of the thousands that touched his that night. Three times I
reached out, each time grasping his hand tightly in mine trying to make him see
that there was something special about me. Each time I moved my lips silently
in the words I'wanted to scream -- You are going to die here tonight. Each time
he simply looked at me and smiling, broadly, seemed to say back "Yes, I know.

I had lost my place in the crowd around him. They had pushed me far back. I
was now beyond his vision of me. I turned to look at him for the last time., I

whispered goodbye andithen left.

Kari Kennedy
Covenant

COPY:nm
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

‘Califamia,. and Jack

Los Angeles, California
June 20, 1969

XENSALT ‘ \.
\\

On May 5, 1969, Peté)Noyes, Managing Editor, // Zrs
KNXT-TV,_a_CBS affi%iate, 6121/ Sunset” Boulevard, Hollywood; Pl
Fox, also affiliated with KNXT TV ‘>

furﬁisﬁeanthe following information:

Noyes explained he had been conducting an investis
gation in connection with the assassination of the late
nator Robert F. Kennedy. He mentioned the names of James
M. Brnoff, GeraldMehase-and Wallac&™White. He explainédamfnansirs
all of these men oécupy a business-address.at-280_ Sou th
Beverly;Dniye,.Beyenly.Hills, California, Room 502.
stdted that Arnoff was involved in the recent investigation
conducted by the Los Angeles County District Attorney's
Office pertaining to the prosecution of Tom Sheppard.
Sheppard is a former los Angeles City Coucilman who was .
prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office in connection
with fraud activities. "’

7 Noyes also mentioned the name of one Eugene Brading,
also known as Gene Brading and Jim Braden. According to
Noyes, Brading on September 3, 1967, advised the Department
of Motor Vehlcles in California that he had legally changed
his name to Jim Braden. Braden, according to Noyes, 1is
personally known to Sheriff William Decker of Dallas, Texas
and was formerly run out of Dallas by Decker in 1952. Noyes
claimed that the last arrest on record for Braden was in
1064 at which time he was charged with shoplifcing. , v

Noyes explained that Braden was present in Dallas,
Texas on the day that President John F. Kennedy was assassi-

nated, and was present in either the Texas Book Depository
building, or a bulilding across the street from it,
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Ve Noyes went on to explain that one Victor Emanuel =~ w)fd
* Pereria was a friend and associate of Braden in TeXas, and™
assoclated with the Magnolia Petroleum Company, and is now
in Denver, Colorado. Both Bradsn and Pereria were referred
to by Noyes as the "Lovebird Swindlers", and are known as
such to Sheriff{ Decker of Texas.

Noyes cited a situation whereby one Mrs. Gertrude
Joyce, a wealthy New Mexico widow, married Pereria. Pereria,
according to Noyes, married Mrs. Joyce to get to ger immense
fortune. Braden and Pereria were subsequently arrested by
the FBI in New York City, where they were in the process of
preparing another marriage scam. Both were returned to El
Pago, Texas, where they stood trial in Federal Cour:t, were
found guilty, and sentenced to serve 12 years in the
Penitentiary. The case was appealed during which time both
Braden and Pereria were :free on appeal bond, and during the
investigation and or prosecution of these two men, Mrs. Joyce
dlvorced Pereria.’ According to Noyes, the case was subsequently
reviewed by the United States Supreme Court, and the conviction
of Pereria reversed, presumably because of his marital status
to Mrs. Joyce. The conviction of Braden was allowed to stand,
and he subsequently served a prison sentence in several
federal institutions. z

In approximately 1952, Pereria married a Mrs. A.D.
Little, who was the widow of the former president of the
Magnolia Petroleum Company in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Braden
was his best man at the wedding, following which all three
went to Pallasg, Texas, where they occupied a residence on
Turtle Creek Road, in the University Park area of Dallas.
According to Noyes, Braden is known to Forrest Keene,
Chief of Police of the University Park, Texas Police
Department.

} With respect to Gerald Chase, mentioned above,

Noyes characterized him as an accountant who was tied to

the Tom Sheppard investigation and was a partner in the Big

A Department Store, along with Wallace White and J.M. Arnoff.
During the investigation of -the Thomas Sheppard case by

Los Angeles authorities, according to Noyes, it was determined
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on Central Avenue in Los Angeles; one month prior to the
assassination of Robert Kennedy. According to Noyes, his
source told him that Sirhan was present at the meeting. The
source specifically stated to Noyes that he recalled Sirhan
because Sirhan gave his name, at that time, as "Sirban Sirban",
which the source thought was unusual. Noyes further
characterized the former Black Panther member as a college
graduate, who is in hiding because-of suspected reprisals

he believes will befall him by his former Black Panther
associates. Noyes has attempted to obtain employment for
his source in the KNXT studio, but has been unsuccessful

4in doing so, to date.

/‘ Noyes advised he has been contacted by Robert rfit £
Kaiser, a member of the Sirhan defense team, who Is currently
writing a book. Noyes explained that Kaiser told him he
had seven reasons for feeling-that a conspiracy existed in
comnection with the assassination of Robert Kennedy.

According to Noyes, Kaiser was desirious of exchanging
JInformation with. him concerning the results of théir \
respective investigations. Noyes readily admitted Kaiser
is dn an enviable position concerning the obtaining of
information since he has had access to all the defense

files, as well as interviews with Sirbhan and members of
his family

{
sﬂh ﬁ>’Consideration may be given as to why Michael
¢ Cowan was specifically selected as the defensée investi-
gatdr in the Sirhan investigation.

According to Noyes, Mc Cowan is a former member of
the LAPD, and when employed as such, became frvolved along
with numerous police offlcers, 1in land purchase swindles in
the San Fernando Valley area. One of the individuals behind .
that particular operation is one David~Kasaab, an Arab, who f#-¢
was subsequently prosecuted by Los Angeles authorities. :
When the Internal Affairs Bureau of the LAPD conducted an
inquiry.into the alleged activities of Mc Cowan, he immediately
tendered his resignation from the LAFPD.

4
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The "Zapruter film" referred to herein is the
movie f1lm taken of the presidential motorcade in Dallas
in December 1963, by Abraham Zapruter which was :.portedly
sold to Life magazine. ‘

-9*-
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' UNITED STATES uOVERNMENT

Memorandum

, To/ : DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587) - AR 5 - DATE: 6/16 /69

}3 . -7
&&3 SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) P

(2217
H;cﬁ 7?*3 12 .
SUBJECT: KENSALT ' i Q

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 22 coples
of an LHM concerning information furnished by PETE NOYES.
Two copies each of this LHM are likewise being made
available to Dallas and New Orleans for information and any
////” action deemed appropriate by those Divisions.

For the information of the Bureau, Dallas and
New Orleans, PETE NOYES is the managing editor at KNXT-TV,
a CBS affiliate, 6121 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood, California.
NOYES is carrently producing the news show entitled "The
Big News" which originates from Los Angeles. NOYES on
5 /69, requested an opportunity to speak with a Special
Agent of the FBI and U.S. Attorney W. MATTHEW BYRNE
concerning some information heshad developed in the course
of investigation conducted by » PETE NOYES, and JACK
FOX, another KNXT-TV associate. Information which NOYES
stated he obtained pertained to the recent investigation
conducted concerning the assassination of the late Senator
ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

e PG - égééé

In addition to the information contained in the
‘LHM and for the additional information for the Bureau,
Dallas and New Orleans, NOYES is admittedly in the process
of preparing a book for pubiication. It is his desire to
emphasize in his book the assassination of the late President
JOHN F. KENNEDY in Dallas “in November 1963, and for that
reason, information contained herewith is being made
available to Dallas. In addition, NOYES is of the opinion
that the EUGENE BRADLEY, who recently figured prominently
in the activities in New Orleans concerning the prosecution
of CLAY SHAW by New Orleans District Attorney, JAMES GARRISON,
is acutally EUGENE HALE BRADING, FBI Number 499 431. It is
the contention of NOYES that BRADING is the individual whom
GARRISON actualI anted rather than the FUGENE BRADLEY of

North Hollywood. ée}) - @P/ REC- 38

REC COPY AND COPY OF ENCL-FILED iM

L34

U

N

2 - Bureau éEnc. /2_07
2 - Dallas I-mc.(a) F? 1 ) , ‘
2 - New Orleans (Enc. 2 SR YA
S L Lo Anaeras \Fne- § 0 ~\0 iagmv. %%CUMENT SENT To <

(1 -89-75) .\ o (FRARCA)
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For the additional information of the Bureau,

Dszllas and New Orleans, the Ios Angeles Police Department

(LAPD) is conducting additional investigation regarding

the allegations made by NOYES, inasmuch as he had previously
discussed these things with them. The LAPD 1s likewise
putting together the results of investigation previously
conducted with respect to JAMES ARNOFF, GERALD CHASE,
WALLACE WHITE and MICHAEL MC COWAN. The results of that
investigation will be made available to the Bureau,

Dallas and New Orleans.

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SENT TO

RATION CHIVES (JFKARC.
DATE 5 Z&/ﬂ ( A

A/%SW zum giwté/

Horara
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